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Vith thie princivle Tuther hod a freedom and o cortainty which tha
:'adicéls could not have., It was freedom and certainty in the Gospel,
He, too, Lelioved thet there was an inner witness of the Spirit; but
the Spirit witnesses to tho Gospol by woridng feith in the heart. 2
The witness of the Spirit must como through the itle in order tht .
the witness Ve not from cur own sp:lrit. Thore is no wey o ,d the
Serirstures; but in submission to the feriptures one finds Christ.
There the Spirit is working and active to give us fui.th.53

Inther's roversal of the radicol view of the Bivle set the law

and Cospel in a new perspective in rolation to the Bible. The freedom

of the radicals reslly was no freedom: It merely produced 2 worse
legaiisn, Ianther's sutmission to “erivture was the way to real free-
don, to freedom in the Cospel. U io important to remember that this
Trecdon was not final or arbitrary. inthm"s view was dislectic, a
conptant roving back and fort: from submission to frecdom and back to
submission sgain. “lways he ro-cubmittod bis judgnents to Scrinturc.
The Vord is of such a nature that we can nmever fathow it, lext to the
light is 2 depth which no concept can panet;_até.i Cn earth the Chris-
tisn ic aluveye "on the way," alweys involved in both Oehorsam und
Erotheit. S |
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The Ordo Salutis snd the ™Micans of Grace®

The theclopicsl conflict involving the use of the Bible had its
voots in o conflict which was cveon more basic, The use of Taw and
Gogpol telos on crueinl imvortance when we ask how Cod enters into
relotionship with men. Hoth Tuther snd the radicels wucre concerned
cbout this questicn, and their answers involve the most vital area
of Christian thought. . !

Twvangelical Raodicelism operated on the iasis of a fundamental
chmiﬂ.s:: in the velation tetweon flosch ond s-i:k‘iﬂtr. Carlstadt bolioved
that the flesh could not convey the spirit, that the physical was an
impedinent rather then an aid to the upirlh_ml.” thengzer held a
similnr viow, consldering the Sible a hindranco to the Sp‘.l.r‘.l.t.55
Inther's emohasis on external means aroused his bitter opposi.tion.57
hecording to the radicsls, it wces of the essence of ihe “pirit to
belong to the irvisible worid. Le wes placed in sharp contrast o
£11 things visible, Taking Jomm 6:63 (the flesh is of mo ovall) as

t
their cue they expressed distrust for everything outward and bod-.l.l:,'.s :

Thds dunlicn led the radiesls to Jook for internel expericnce apart
from cobernol means, the "inward" epart fron the Toutuard.” luenszer

asserted thaot the experionce of Cod comes fron the depths of our awn

55zainton, The Mefomation of the Sixteenth Century, p. 65.
561ic11, op. oites D. 426,
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heart.?? That nost of the redicals followed this view has been pre-
viously demonztrated,

Pagicelly the radical doclrine of the ondo galutis was completely
enthropocentrice The redicals Lolieved that the relationship botieon
man and Cod wac cstablished by mam., le had to propare himself thrcugh
rortificstion of the {lech for the exwerience of the “pirit, @ This
belicf mode tha Scirit not the ssurce of mortification, but its eifect,
The Spirilt Lecswe the crown of piety and the rewsrd of the ;zcn‘f’t’.‘c:i'..é:l

In effect it woans & return to the roligion of law, to the "heavenly

ladders” of the Niddle Ages.C? Tho Gospel lost #11 redemptive signifi-
cance. The 1ife of Christ becowe an ellegory, en exarple of whait muzt T
harpen to cuch persen 1f he is to ochieve the "inner experiemce. w63

The sacraments were, for the rodicsls, not means by which God deals

with men but sigr::-: #hat men had arrived at a certsin morsl gool,  for
thie veason the radicals $n general rejected infent Baptism, Only
adults could be baptized becsuse only adults could have wortified the 1
flesh and recelved the “sg’.-irit.,"ﬁu ot only the way to God was cone

ceived in anthropocentric toms, but tho goal of salvation was gimilarly

anthropoceniric, Cod became a means to the goal of wman's owm salvation—

59:!01", on. ¢it., p. 43C.
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a goal no lees egocentric than if man zought God for matexdicl gain.65
Vihen man operatos in tome of Law, sach indivicduzl is "on his own step
on the ladder toward Cod," Christisnity becomes somsthing "for me
40::1':;.“55E In the total radices) view fallowohip with CGod was depondent
on nants achicvenment ond was gought for wman's own ends. CGod was ths
goal of manls striving and the answer to man's necd.

figainet this vfc..cm Tather directed his criticiom based on a concept
of the ondo galutis and the relation betweon flesh and Spirit which he
bod devoloped long before the conflict with fvangelical Fadicell m.'s?
Iutherts basle critieisn concerned tho nature of the inner cxperience,
fccording Yo Menzer thiz inner cxpericnes was Gc':spo]., a token that
Cod roclly cxistod and that He wes relating limsclf to r'.-nn.'fs Iuthor,
too, Imew an imer evperience, but it wes mot Cospel. It did not veveal
a *divine rerment,” and "immer light,” It revealed omly the corruption

of an evil 1-:11‘-'.."’;9 There is an dnnor experience of Cod, but it ic God

o

unvedled, The Gairit 4c present oo gutor lemls, as God apart frow Chrict,

as Doug mﬁ'@ This is a torrible exporience. Thosa who speak of
tranenortation to the third heaven, who "talked to thre high najecty of

55:'73'%5031 one Cites Pe 35
Gﬁg'l’mterl gD« Clles Pe 261.
673”mnter. on. git., pp. 101 £, and 205=-224%, -
mBa:'f.nton, Devid Jords, pp. C-8. Toll, gD, eit., p. 7.

%9 pdolpls Fosberle Gusst for Ngliness, transleted from the
Cormem by J'bhn‘ C, Einttés%ﬂnmamlim Sugsburg Publishing House, 1938),
p. 37.

Mprenter, oo, cit., pp. 216 and 260.
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God 1ike a shoemeker's apprentice,” hive not really experienced Cod,
Apart from Christ Yo is o consuming fire.’> GOod in His rude majesty

as autor legig Lrings man Yo the abyss of despalr, to death and des-

truction. > This is not slly part of a psychologicel development
uvhich loade to somebbing bettor, not 2 negntive role in a synthesis,
Inner experience brings the simmer foce to face with the mnde majestss,
and thet means nothing loss than hell and doath,. "The path which leads
from he'e in called resur:'octian.“?g

Because of his own terrible immer oxcerionce Tuther affizms that

when Cod reveals Himself He not only doas uso means, but He mm:t, In

opposition Yo the radicals! claim thst they hed had an experience of

Cod as Uospel apart fvor outward means Tuthor asserted that God confronts .

ue as Cospel only through preceding ouvtierd means. Cod "has deternmined
to give the inuard purt to no man except through the outward parl:."w"
"Cod doss not deal with us othomise than through the spoken Vord and
Sacraments.®?9 "Cod has from the beginming.of the world deelt with

all the saints through s Word, amd hae given along with the same,
extemnsl signs of grace, n78 1atn statononte like these Iuther rejected

the dualiem which scparated "flesh” znd "guirit,” The Incarnetion

Mainton, lorg I Stand, v. 208_.
T@rginhold fecborg, gne Cikes Ps 230.
Trrentor, on. git., Pe 219
?l"i’-einhold 'Eee‘ocrg. on. ¢it., p. 260,

751uther. uSmaleald hrticles," p. 497,

"Siigteon, gn. glts, Pe 161,
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atolished forever such a :;epar::.t:‘.on.w Tuther re-affirmed thre finitunm
eanas: Infiniti princivle, for Cod docs malie use of cloments of this
world and its history in oxder to reach mems 'Y The Refommtion wme
a vebonent denial of cvery attompt at spiritunlizstion of the Christian
Taith ond Cognel, Cod plwmys comes to man through r.:ea'ns-.?g
fot only doocs Cod use moens, but Te rust. The deus pudus brings
terror and deoth.
Only hidden behind the vell of the sizm of revelation is it poo-
sible for Cod--withont ceasing in the fullest =ense to bo Cod--to
Se peroonally and truly present with use The sim of revelation
s therocfora not comething in addition to_the Co=pel but it is

the Goopel itself in the zetunliized form,

The attompt to zoparate Cod from means, deus nudus from doug imearnatns,

£

ittenpt of the dovil seeking to render God's salvation ineffec-

-t
[3
'y
e

S Y

2, o ‘f.1
tive for us, ~

Christ's humenity is the one way by which Cod is able
to come with iife and confort, fnd the means of Grmce--boptism, the
Tord's Sugper, the verbum yogale of proaching--belong to th_s‘.t Tumanity.
They are a1 the t:.-ne wlace where CGod is redemptivcly present for ns.e‘a

Tn Tuthor's own wordst "Christ iz of no benefit to thee and theu canst

"?Ppentor, op. Cites Pe 273,

7{3%{1‘@.!:51:, OD« Citey Ds 52

D nders Tygren, cditor EL& ig the Church, txemslated from the
Svedich by Cord Gs Tacemssen (Philedelphias Xuhlenborg Presc, c.1952),
P 2":'!!1

mi’renter, oge cit., pe 264
flmag,, pe 220.
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not know anything about him, wnloss Cod put him into words that thou
nayest hear and thus learn to know him 93

Luther woverscd the ordo galutis of the radicals by asserting that
Cod deals with us inwardiy only through preceding outward recanc.
liecause of this he ues :lgo avle to reverse their anthropocentric way
of selvation. %he extornal woans of revelation are always moons of
Cod's owm choosing, Cod is mot God where our flighty thoughte or works
wight decide to pliace Him, Yo is to be found in the concrete outward

gsigns which He iHugelf hag chosen, as Ivther says:

ij] is sveryvhere, but le dogs not desire that you should seek
Hin evorywhero but only ubere the tord is. g!}mre if you sesk
iin you will trly find, nemely in the ord, :
This reverzes the anthropocentric view of the radicals beeause it
blocks oll our owm ways to God and lesveb open only His way to uS.E‘S
Basic to Tuther's whole theology is the concept that the way to fellow-
:)
ehip with Cod is not our way to God Lut Cod's way to us.w God
will not huove thee thus arcond, but He comes o thee and has made
a ladder, a way end a bridge to thee, . « . Ile comes to us and ue
do not first mount up to hoaven to liLwm, but He sends IHis Son down
into the flesh. » o « lle speaks: This vay, brother, "The l-'athe'r =
in lie, and T in the Father;® keep thigg eyes fixed on lie, through
Uy Inmandity is the way to the Father.™
Uronter deserdibes Juthor's opdo salutis as found in the "Deutoro-

nonion Meel cum snnotationibus® of 1525, The Spirit confronts ue as

&Reinhold Secberg, oo Cite, Do 279,
Epeinton, Here I Stand, p. 224
?51’rentor. on. Cit., De 260‘-
“Oroinkold Seeborg, 0. Cibes Do 230,
BPiatoom, ope gibe, Pe S
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autor lepis in oxder to convict us of oin and destroy our self-trust,
Then Ho brings us to life by the Word of the Cospel, Yhen the Vord is
heard, the Spirit comes 95 a gift working justifying faith, The
struggie azainst world and fleoch is carried on by the Spirit within us.
lle 1ikewice causes the pood works of love to the meighbor, The whole
procoss is theocentric, one single, concrete act of God ff Zuingli's
doctrine of the Yord's Supper iz dangerous just because it ig an attack
on the theocentidic nature of salvation., Zuingli questions whether God

really was prssent in Christ and thus attempts to block Cod's way to

3

us, Zwinzgii, too, is & radic-.-l.{;: Christ is the only ladder to hezven

o~

which God has given us, the only sizm by which He draus us to Winself.5C
Cod's forgiveneszs ig sheer wnmeritod love. It is God acting in Chrict
to eetablish fellowship with us, % In his whole ondo galutis Iuther is
concerncd to "let Cod be God," to let Him do His work, to let Iiim give
us en olicn righteousness in Christ, 2

Tuthor places the sccramonts into his theocentric persncctive,
They are not signe that we have arrived at a:certein point of moral or
religious devclopmeﬁt. They are actions of Gol., Mo is the acting

subject in Saptiem®S and is alvays "honestl: serious in what ho does

8rpenter, on. Clt., PPs 249 £f,

€91 uther, *Tase dicse Vorte Christl. « « o" pp. 17 1.
Oprenter, gn. ¢itss Ps 109,

gliftatson. :93. eitey Do 26

921144, , pps 61 Lo

iierner Blert, W des L (*uenchen: C. He
Soclc'sche Verlagsbuchhandlung, .c.1931), I, 260.
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through l:u-g'c:'v.m."g'!’ The mzans of grace arc not something stunding
botuwesn Cod and men, obrtacles vhich mon must brush aside in kis reach
touvard God, They are Cod's own offer o man, God limself laying hold
of ma'n..g-“‘I Cod personally acts and confronts us in the wmeans which Ile
has chosen.’® In this way the Sacrusents are Cod's own guards ageinst
any atitempls on cur purt to "elimb up into heaven,"77

Howaver, in all his volemic cgainst the radicsls Iuther never lest
sight of the fact thet the Spirit--though Ile uses means—-is Tord of
the means. The Spirit doeos not want us to ceck God outside the meane
but we are not sble to manirulote the means in such a oy that we can
sgein uee thom os mmbhropocentric instruments for our own poals. Tro
e onere onerate use of tho means of grace makes the Fope a schwacmmer. &

i Sttt dmee

The grdo pzlutis of ihe radicale is that of a plous logalisa. The ordo

galutis of the Fope 1s that Uod works ey opere oncrato in the means of

grace, One iz subjective, the other objective. But Tuther seces the

cave anthropocentyic emvhasis in both, Ageinst the rodicals he asserts

thet Uod does not work without means. #gainst the Fope he maintains
b

he nrineivle Ubi ot cusndo visun egt Deg.-

Ye ave aluays roferred to the definite Vords But we ore not ::-o-
erred to it as our gurranteed. jossession, but ag the nlace whore

W wl

92&:’:023%1"19. Ofie Sig.-. Pe Tie

Barizon, gne cite, Pe 119,

YGrrenter, gn. gibe, Do 168

Mintoon, ops giks, De 261

98ruther, "dder die himmlischon Frophoter,® v. 13€.
99rrenter, go. Cites PP. 292-29%,
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wo ovpect the Spirit to moke Josus Christ presemt for us, vhero
hrist is woroly precont as the ideological content of the Vord .
« o there the VWord is dead, ¥here ho is precent as a living person
e o » thove the Vord is alive. ind uhether Christ is in the Foxd
in the ono wmy or the other, devends colely on the Spirit. . «
Iut this fvee intervoution of the Swivit is . « . an ovent promisod
Ly the Uord dteelf, For the ¥ord and the Spirit ave separated . . *30¢
ag provise and Sulfillment, ag prayoer and the anower $o prayol « « »

;

"o e
"'C".-_o"-,,,é. » Dps 106 £,




CHAPTIR IV
UE THROLOGICAT. COVFIICT (Contirmed)
The Yaturs of the Church

The view of the clurch held by moot radicals was consistent with
their gonersl enthropocentric, le:al way of salvation. The ossence of
Chrictionity, they said, was the trunsformstion of life through discinle-
ship.l This was the way of the law descrited in the last chapter,
irvolving mortification of the flesh and imitotion of Christ, It vas
ingvitable thot thic should lead to a hiJL} individualistic eoneeptior
of enivagion. For "when we are under the law each one finds himself on

own step on the ladder toward God." The emrhasis is on personzl
viety, aach porson sesking 2 corner whore he is =ble to work out his
o salvatics .2 Man ond his vious aspirations are the central uoini'..3

The individualistic conception of v'sflvation made the church a
voluntory gathoring of indlviduals,  Nembership in the church came
zbout in ths same way as the gift of the spirit, First wman is regen-
erated; then he voluntarily Joins the cturch,? liembershs ip comos after

Yiaro1d 8 S, Bender, "The Anabaptist Vision," Ciurch History, #III
(eren, 194K), 22 £.

2R Spiritns Creator, trenslated fron the Denish by
wegin Fremter C, ]
Jobn 4, gﬁn sen (:‘hil:adolpl-dm he ruhlenborg Press, ¢.1953), ps 26l.

Jibid., ps 298,
u‘*cnder. SDe _1&0. De 17.

Shrthur Cughman M'GAffert, Protestant Thought, bofors Kot (ew
Yorks Charles Scribner's Sons, 1922), p. 101,
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the exvoricnce of the S;.i.::':‘i.'l:.-.'S Septism is the symbol that man has
already arrived st nowness of life and now wishes volunt:orily to asso-
ciate himcelf with others who heve likewise arrived.’! The Crureh iz a
crention of peorle,

The voluntzry princinle presupszosed that. those who hod the exper-
lence of rereneration could recognize onc anathar, 1ot such recogni-
tion was possible bocame Lusic to the radical visw of the churchi. The
elect thomselves constitute the visible element of the church, fThe
soved are =2Ule to rccognize ccch other by the tests of spirituel ex-
peitience and moral -’Z’-Chiﬁ'lf&‘-‘-!ent-ﬁ iIndeed, there is no such thing as an
invicible clurch,” Tuenzer wee the first to emunciate this _nﬁ.nciplem
and to tuke the lead in matier-of-factly considering his group the
elect noosle of Cod.ort The three teste which Muenzer im:osed--inner
experience, moral schievement, and adult baptism--became normative for

Evanrelics], Z’nd;'-.calﬁ.m."‘z The Church was a visible orgerization becguse

{"P-.olam He Bzinton, lere I stand (lew York: Abingdon-Cokesbury
Fross, ©.1950), e 262,

?ilvert lonry Mesman, A Hamal of Chureh Higtory (Fhiladalyhia:
The Americen Daptist Publication Society, ¢.1931), iIT, 151 f.

Srolend i, B _.?_2_ 3 the Sixteenth lentury
Tolend H., Bainton, The Eeformation of ithe _&____Lg
(Boston: The Seacon Preds, €.1952), pp. GG £T. Here I ttand, p. 267.

91‘-‘.'2‘—-.‘;1‘1"4:-1‘!‘.. on, ﬂ&.' ..no 101,

10557ana H. Bainton, David Jovia, Kledertssufer und Fagmofer fuo
Tolevanz in 16 dehrhundert (Peipsig: i Helnsivs Hachfolger, 1937),
pr. € £,

- M 5anes tackinnon, juther and tho Feforustion (Tondan, Zonguans,
Creen, and Co., 1529), 11X, 1€2.

: H "Tuther und dic Schumermer,” Gpsannalto fufcactzo zux
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