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CHAPTIR I
JINTRODUCTION

The posting of Tuther's Uinety-five Theces on October 31, 1517, was
the beglmming of a large-scale att:ck on the medieval fomen Church, Tris
attoel ultimotely ciystalllized into three fairly well-defined groups:

ITuthor and his syupathizers; Calvin, Zwingli, end John ¥no: with their .

_ followore; and the Fvongelicel Redicals, This latter group has come to

include jJust sbout everyone who didn't £it into either of the other 'i:t,n.
The radico] colament had so little cohesion that A, IH. !-!ma:'.ah distinguiches
a"'c. leact five distinet proups within it.l The 'urnose of thies thesis is
to exrlore the relationship betwoen Luther and this disparate radical
eiemont of the Feformation, For this purrore we must distinguich between
two aspects of the Radicol moveoment, Iuther was forced to relate himselfl
to Bvangelicel Tisdicaliesm as a historic:l phenomenon. This aspect of
the rolationship will Le discucsed in Chapter IX of the thesis. OF
greater importance is the theclogical relationship bet::eer_x Tuthar and
Radicalicm, Here we are concerned with a tendeney rather than with a
Metoricel group.? While this tendemcy found expression in a historicsl
group, it was also present in some of Iuther's associstes, in the wedi-
oval Homan Church, and in Zwingli. The theological conflict betwesn

1 tin ; s (Philedolpiias
Albert Henry liowsan, A Hapual of Church [istory
The fmerican Bavtist Publication Society, 0.1931), II, 156.

2Regin Premter, Spiritus Creator, tranclated fron the Danish by
Jolm M, Jensen (?hiiadalphias The Tuhlonberg Press, ¢.1953), p. 2hE.

P Ty,
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Zather end the yadical tendency will be discussed in Chapters IIT and v,
The rel~tiomehip botween Tuthor and the radiczls roszs a poarticular
moblexn concorning the ori vin of the r:dical sects, This provlen will
Be discussod in Chapter V.,
The limitotions of thie study are evident from the Bivliopmphy,
The thesic iz based chiefly on secondery gourco material. Omly thir-

teon primary cources weve consulied, Hovever, many of the secondory

sources ore recognized as authoritative woricc on the 1ife and thought

of Hartin Iuther. Tn thoir anelysis of &his orea of Inther rasearch

hey aro in subctantiol aprecrent with one another. In so far as their
vorks heve boen compored with those of Tathsr hMmself there is also
cubstantial ugreement. For this reason thore would probebly bnove boen
vary Mittle differonce in the esgentisl conclusions of this studyr 3T
only nriusyy sourco moterial hed been used,

The scnse of :hr'ue:eﬁy with which one iz overvhelmed in any study of
confiict within the Chrigtian Church and the ensence of the sectarisn
enirit have been o cdequately captured by illsgr. Fonmeld ¥mox thot it
would bs difficult %o compove a wore appropriate introduction,

There ig, T would soy, a recurrent situation in Chwich hictory .

« « Wacre an excess of charity threatens unity. You have a clique,
an elite, of Chrirtian men and (more importantly) women, who are
trying to live a less worldiy 1life than thoir neighbors; to be more
sttontive to the guidance (directly felt, they would tell you) of
the Holy Spdrit. Hore and more, by a kind of fotulity, you see
them draw apert fron their co-religionists, a hive ready to swarm.
Trere is provocabion on both sides; on the one part, cheap jokes
at the exnense of over-godliness, acts of stupid reprosgion by
wmgpmathetic authorities; on tho other, contermt of the half-
Chrictisn, ominous references to old wing and new bottles, to the
keinel and the mek. Then, while you hold your breath and twm
auay your oyes in fear, the breal comea; condemmatlon or secession,
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vhot Gifforonce doos it make? & frech nome has been added to the

14t of Chrictiordtien.s

Pe

1
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“Tonsld Yoo, Ipthusiosn (New Yorlk: Oxford University P

msc, cI-.-—gSc) ’




CHAPTER TT
THE HISTORIGAT. BACEGROTND

The force of the radical outburst extended over a rather short
period of time, roughly frem 1521 to 1535. Of course, there were traces
of radica) tendencies before 1521 and effect: aftor 1535, But these
dates can serve as corwenlent termingls for en amalysis of Heformation
Foedieslion end its leaders. The years from the Udet of Vorms to the
end of the Feasemts! Var are of particular imrortance. Theso wero the
years whon the yadicsl movement cspecially affected futhor, This period
lirgely shaped ble attitude toward all of Svangelical Fadicslism.® The

mirpose of this chapter is to sketch briefly the conditions under which

the radicol movement comfronted Ianther,
Carlstadt and Zvilling

Timediately ofter the Diet of 'n'oms- Inther spent ap-rocimetely nine
months 4n Wartburg Castle, During this time the actusl leadership of
the reform rmovement in Wittenberg fell to Iuther's associates, espe-
cially to Fhilip Nelanchthon, Andress Cerlstadt end Cabriel Zwillinc,
Melencithon and Carletzdt zere Inther's colleagues on the theclogical
faculty of the University of Wittenberg. Zwliling was an fugustinian
friar, Ielanchthon introduced the first immovation on -Septemder 29
by celebrating the Sacrument and distributing in both kinds to a few

1Janes ¥ockinnon, Luthor and tho Roformation (Tondon: longesns,
Green, and Co., 1929)1 IV, 57.

i e
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studonts.a The follouing week Gabricl Zwilling begzan to preach pub-
1icly sgainst tho mass.d On Novembor 1 Coxlstadt celobrated, sgain
distributing both kinds; ond thic time there wore burghers prascmb."
Violence broks cut as a result of this service, .-md_for a nonth every-
thing was in thewil, However, Luther spproved of the reforme that
had been introducsd np to this voint.? Fro'a Decermber 5 to 9 he naid
a secret visit to Wiltenberg. Hoting the umrest that 1.-.1# in the 2ir
ke retumed to the Vartburg to write YAn Formest Fxhortation for 2ll
Christioang, Uarning Thom Ageingt Insurrcction and Rebel.lion."é Soon
aftor Tuther's visit Crrlotadt announced rutlicly that he would cele-
brate in Loth kinds on Jammary 1. Yher the Mlector forbade this he
cainly cclcbrated o weelr carlier, Decomber 25. This was the sigudd
for real violonce, #t Filenberg Zuwilling's followers plundered the
ravsonage and became involved dn 2 brawl with adherents of the old-
faith.? Now followed atbacks mot only on the mass, but on images,

victures, stotues, smd crucifixcs. Carlstadt besed his iconoclasn

2'. L3 . m oL L) t S
Teinich Doehmer, Iuthor in the Zight of Recent Losoarch, trans
leted from the Gomaon I;y Carl F. (mth, Jr. (Hew York: The Christian
Horald, c.1926), p. 156,

3T0id., p. 157.

“Ioid,, pe 258,
Stoland U, Sainton, Hore I Stend (How York: Abingdon-Lokesbury

Press, c.19490), p. 203.
6“::03-1:1:-.::2'. on. cit.; p. 159,
134a., p. 162,
83ainton, Here I Stand, p. 207.
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dircctly on the Old Testsmant.” lasle was not spared in this attaek. ¢
‘Tn 211 of thig Caorlstadt not only ccted in defiance of the Flector's
w1 but he udoptod a Siblicisn that imvelved new legalisn worse than
the old. liot only gould a priest marrys he rust ! Not to partake of
both kinds in the Scerament baeawe o sin:"and the recipient had to toke
the cizments in bis hende, for Christ had said, "Tske, eat.” Art must
be banighed, es =lso conf'ession and I'.‘:.::i'.ing.lz A3 of this was to be
accowpliched by forve if nacess::r:;.lj

futhor, vho had been informed by liglanchthon of the couree of

ovents in Vittonberp, was greally disturbed especialily by the mob vie-
lonee and .'Le;-;a'gim.l!"' lie hed emunciated his own refom wrincivies as
eayly ac 1520, Foree wuio never to be used in the interest o reform
since the Soopel could c;].eax* & path for itself, FIebellion was never
Justirfied for this meant taking recourse to ection which the government
2lone wos authorized o ta!-:c.l'-:' &dd to these princinles the fact that

Inther!s approsch to refom was ecsentially consew::tivem and it is

95, G. sScimdebert, Iuther and Ilis T4mes (St. Iouls: Concordia
Publighing Fouse, €,1930), n. 53¢,

lcﬂai?!’i:on. Here I Stand, v. 208,
13-'-:091'!*.;01'. gn. Clt., D. 1684,
1219;&.. pn. 152:1.

Lronand 1. Sainton, The Beformetion of the Sixtsenth Century
(Boston: The Doscon Iress, €.1952), p. G5

Mproporved Smith, The Age of the Reformition (Mew Yorks Fenry
Hiolt and Company, ©41920}, pe 56.

Ln0cimer, op,. cit., no. 1e-151,

164 3helm Pauck, The Heritame of the Reformation (Glencoe, Fiiincis:
The Froe Fross, €.1950), pp. ¥ If,
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not difficult to wnderstond his concern oveor what was going on in
Wittenberg. On Harch 6 he arrived in the city after absolving the
Klector of a11 responsibility for his safetyit! and on Murch 9 he |

began to preach his well imown "Hight Wittenberr Zersons® in which ho

cdvocated putience, chariiy, and concideration for the weak. "He s

beginming to realize that perheps after =11 he wic closor to Nome than
e o | -

to his own sectardes.’™C s vlea wass

Give mon time. T took throe years of coustant study, refioction,
wnd disenagion to arrive where T now am, and can the comron man,
wmtutored in such matisrs, Le expected to wove the same distance
in threc wontns? Do not suppose that sbuses are clirdnated by
destroying the objeet which is sbused. Fen can go wrong with wine
and women, <Shell we then probibit wine and abolish women? The
toun, the moom, and stars hove bzer worshipped. Sholl we then
plueck thom out of tho skyT fuch haste and viclence Letray o lack
of corlidence in Uod. Cfec how naich be has bean able to accomplish
through ma, though I did no more then pray and preach., The Ford
id it a1, Had I wished I might hove storted a conflagration at
Torms. Subt while I eat otill and diwnk beer with Frilio and ims-
dorl’, Cod dealt the papacy e mighty tlow, 'Y

The effect of these serons wme tremendous. The tomn wac won over; the
disturbancos were quieted. Iven Zwilling confessed that "ho had e;:red\
and gone too far."2Y Only Carlstadt resained sullen and aloof 2t
Inthey retcined whet was good in the reforms, but, =g his Fommila

#ipsge of 1523 indiecates, he was for from the rsdicel spirit of his

L7%exn Sweandi, "Die Poutsche Reformation,” Deutecho Geschichta,
editod by Frich ifarcks (Leipsig: Terlag Cuelle and Meyer, 1928), II,
4. .

zainton, Bere I Stand, pe 2L

=71bid,

noelmor, ops cit,, Py 172,

A Toid.
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colleagnos. Caxlotodt contimued his redical activities, trunsforring
the scene of his lubors to Orlamende in 1523, Wis conflict with Tuther
contimed, ad in a short time he lost his pastorate. rom 1534 until

(1]
Liz death in 1541 he held a professorship ot the Uniwvorsity of Basel.””
The Zwicksu Frophots

Concurrently with the disturbances caused by Carl:tudt and Fwilling
the Zwickou Frophets arvived in Wittenberg adding a now element to the
iconoclosm end lenalise elrend;'- at ‘t-ror}:: ti@é concent of imuediate ro-
velation, ';‘iie toun of fwickau, uhoze peonle were mostly weavers, had
lonz Leen a ho't-‘a:&d of Waldensian he:'eay.@ Thomas uenzer's preaching
there in 1520 led Mecholas Storeh to organizo a religious socielty
dedicatod to the renovation of church and state--by force, if neces-
r;:.’.r;-'.v'":' They wore joined in this program by two students from Wtton-
varg, larlug Stuebner and ?*Zallner.zs The government perseccuted the
group and thoy ware baniehed fron Zviokau 26 Storeh, Stuchmer, end
¥eliner cventuslly found their way to Wittembery, wrriving on Deccuber

2;?. 1527, while Iuther was otill at the Wertburg,™ 4t least Stuebmer

22 bert Henry Newman, A Momucd of Cimpeh Hie (Philadclphia:
The Aparicun Baptist Publication fociety, ¢.1931), II, 159,

235mith, ope cite, D 8.

Moyondd, gn. gia, pe 161, and Swith, on. git., m. & 5
25 lnckinnon, oo, Cite, IV, 9.

265math, op. Gite, Pe £l

2700cimer, op. Cit., De 163,
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wag personelly scquainted with Helanchthon, so they gzained a heoring,
They ¢laimed to have had fardlier convarsations with Gt'xl.28 and cone-
ductod a revival of sorts marked by considersble, though harmiess,
excesses.>: Carlotadt accepted them at once and made comon cause
with them.jﬁ Telanchthon, too, was impressed, or =t least uncertein,
ond cormunicated with Inther cbout them, Iuther's rojection wvas prompt,
based on religlous grovnds. Tn ks revly he wrotes

Those who eve -expert in spiritusl things have gome through the

valloy of the chadow, Vhen these men talk of swoetness and of

boing transported to the third heaven, do not believe them.

Tivine ilajesty doea not speak directly to men. Cod is & consuming

Tirz, ad the dreesms and visions of the saints are terrible, ,..°.

Jrove the spirits; ond if you azvg not able to do =o, then take

the advice of Gameliel ond walt.”r
them Inthar retummed from the Wartburg the prophats were not in Witten-
berg, but they returned to fzce hime During thelr interview with Tuther
£cInor lounched into & tirade, while Stuebner ¢laimed to be able to road
Iutherls mind, Iuther demanded that thoy substentizte their claims to
immodiate revelation with miracles, Stucbmer promised thaet miracles
would be fortheoming., "Ny God,” said Iuther, "will forbid your Cod to
work miracles." "God Himself," retorted Stucbmer, "will not deprive ne

their sgitation elsevherc. luther tolerated their activitios as long as

2fpatnten, Hore I Stand, p. 208
293!“1*-11' on, ﬂ!’-_-! Te 8z,
30%enman, op. git., pe 158.

A ainton, Here I Stand, D« 208,
32’1".30]5.‘[‘@!!. gp. cits, v, 99.




1c
thelr propagunde was peaceful; but when they bepen to advocate .Violence
he requested tho Flector to act vigorously against then. oo

Thomas uenzer

Thomas Fuenzer incorporeted imto his movement-all the clememts
with wldceh Iuther had come to associate radiealima: revolution, vio-
lence, iconoclasn, legelism end ismedizto rovelation, He waz bomn
about 1490 and cducated at leipzlg and Framlfurt, Ne becamo Luthez_'"s
f£ricnd and vegerded him az "tho exarple and 1ight of the fricnds of
God.”y:' "In 1520 with Iuther!s aporoval be went to Zwickaw as pastor,
Iers he Logan working with the woavers end became the center of on
ettenpt at mdi;.cal re.:fom. the leaders of which appeared in WHitenbers
near the end of w:':‘?_.f:s' llo vog extremely dissatisfiod with what he
considorad Iutherts half-woy measures. He determined to form a2 pure
chwcli.- © e attrituted Iuther's attitude to cowmrdice and called him
M, Fasychaie, "1 _Forced to leave Zwickan, he fled to Frague whers he
vreacked "Kloster- md mimm.'af In 1523 he became 2 pastor at
Matedt in Thuringia, Here he married a mm, prepared a Gemian ciurch

3

Jmith, gp. €it., Pe 96s
b

LI

enan, ope Cikey Vo 157
35'r,b-°!g,
36m1d.

. 37 Fold "Iﬂthei und die Schumermeor,” Cosammelte m ’gu;_'
mw:%:gﬁ,(’lhebmngﬁ Vexrlag von J. C. Z. Fohr, 19k8), I, 520,

385yands, gos cite, Pe 161
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service,”” ard intensified his denunciction of both church and stats,
Yo proclaimed = Gosnel of violence by which alone the apocniyptic Eingdom
of Uod could be ectablished on earth."C By 152% ho wes banished frow
Rlsbodt.T ALL thie time Luther refused to counesl the adoption of stern
maasures agrinct him, Friting to Frederick in 1524 Luther edvissd the
ilector to let the spirite fight it out. "They are not Christisns who
Lesides the Word resort to fists, be they filled to overflowing with
10 Holy Ghosts.™'® bub by 1525 Huenzer had joined the peesants! revolt.
Here was o gluring exanmle of rellgious redicelism issuing in socizl
revolution, and Tuthor opposed 1t veherently.’3 In May of 1525 uemmer
and bic peasants fought a decisive batile ot Fuelhausen. ionzer's
inept iecadership lost the buttle.  ile wae coptured and executed on the

battlericld. ¥
Cespar Scinenckield

Tuther's sttitude toward relipicus radicalionm vas copecially con~
ditioned Ly his experiencos with Carlstadt, the Zwickau Prophete, and

lmenzor. [lowaver, he came into contact with a mumber of other wen who

“Nowmsn, 02. eite, Pe 158
4C0Mackinnon, op. git., IIX, 166,
¥llewman, ope Cites Pe 158
. : . G ey
auuﬁfzﬁ?i‘“ﬂe?m‘i‘éifi’?&:ﬁh ?"wwﬁ.ﬁgtﬁ;& :
1929), 115,
4310id., p. 116,

'%531\.“'4@, [+ 13 Eﬂo' ne €0,
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were leaders of ivangelical Rudicaliem, #wong those was Cuspor
Schuonclfeld, It was in conversation with him that ILuthor mas veported
to have cupressed a desiro to form a small corgregation of earncst
Chrlestlans who would gather apart fiom the great macs of peonle in the
Volicslh:iarch cse.i"5 Selmonetfeld was born i:? 1450, educated at seversl uni-
versities including Cologme, and becare an ardent student of evongelical
mysticism. He wvas swmong Tuther's early supporters, but broke with hin
in 1525, convinced that Iuther had gone astray em taptism, the Iord's
Supper, Justification, and other Lsoints.% Schwenckfeld taught that
only the onlightened can properly understand Seripture which containg,
but is not identicsl with, the Vord of God., Il believed that faith
involved the nersonzl eppropriation of Christ ond the complete trans-
formation of choracter, ~Eaptiem was a symbol that this trensformation
heod takien p1 ace ¥ In 1529 he was dﬁven from Silegia ard settled
in :-'-'1'.-::;.'39!311:3. Is w=o in close association with tho inabaptists, but

nevar Joined any evangelicel party.l‘&

Iuebmeier and -the incbaptists :

Luther's opposition to the inebaptists seems to stem from his

experiences with Carlstadt and Euanmr.l"g And thore was some degres

B -

4530hn Horsch » Hemnonitos in Europe (Fcottdale, Fonmoylvanini
tievmonite Publishing llouse, c.1952), pp. 27 £.

%Netﬂrbﬂn. 0. 9&-. F‘;‘-‘. 181 .f.
Ibid., pp. 163 L.

uemi'b Pe 1854

¥9ackinnon, gn. cit., IV, 57.
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of veliéi.t;r for bolioving that o mon like Tuenzer wze normative for
the radical rovement, %Within 2 faw yeavs after the Peasants' Vor the
gober lesders of the Anabaptists had been either ¥illod or imprisonsd
and leadership fell into the hends of cxtremists,?9 Thesze new leadors
strezsed the contimity botween the 01d Testament and the Mew, and
they revived the cac-:ﬁxtﬂciti.es of the nrophats ns well 2 the Lmwo-
ralitiss of the p.'zi'.ri.archs.ﬂ There wera excagses aof Lehavior which
vorderes on the Tmatic. 2 The wltimate manifeststion of this sms
the Muencter kingdow founded by Jom llatthys o2nd bromght to 1tz lowest

level of debnuchery of Jun of Ieyden. The Muenster Lingdon was exter-

gﬂ

winated Ly the joint efforts of Tuthsrans and Fomau Catholies in 1535.%-
Muencbey, however, wac not normative for the Anebaptists as a

vhole, Nost of them vere what Houman ealled "soundly iblical Ana- ,

bepticts,” whose leaders were Conrad Orebel, Felix Mane, Wilhelm
5

Reulblin and Ceorg Slawrock, The outstanding figure of this movement
wae Brlthesar luetmaier, and 3t was with him that Tuther hed rost to

do. Those énzbeptiste adhered gtrictly to Scripture, attesptsd to

Rl ST T R TSGR N .

re-establish primitive New Testawont Christianity, end made the Sermon

on the Vount tie norm for o1l human relationships, They telieved in

505aintor, The Reformation of the Sixtecnth Centwrv, vp. 105 £.
Elzbid. (] 1?- 106.

52%onald Krox, Inthusisem (Mew York: Oxford University Fress,
colg::'o:f. pp. 135 ff.

5o riereman, op. gite, PP. 165-16C,
5"‘"'.‘!eﬂ:rmn. on. cit., pp. 1667,



1%

voluntary church memb-rship, ceparatism, and adult beptisn.”d On this

Jast point Iuther felt olliged to write a tract against Tuebmaiers6 wich

he publiched & fow months before Huchmalerls deat'h in 1525".5"7
The historicsl background has demonstrated the faet that theie

5 o

coensistent conflict betweon Inther and fvenpelieal ladicalism,
In order to detemine the precisc nature of this confiict it will Lo
necesgary o axamine the theological sspeocts in the tuwo follouing

chepters,

35 Toid.

A ;
S0uartin Tuther, "Von dor Viedertoufe, an zwei Pfarrherrn, 1528,°
Dre Voxtin Inther's Seowmtiiche lierke (Frlengens Verlag von Carl Heydor,

1333). :-: -"I-' :‘!CE‘ j‘:‘.‘.

5?'.’}35.1 in Schaff, "The Gorman Reformation,” A History Qi the
Chrdstian Curch (Grand fapdds, Michigen: ¥m. 3, Ferdmens Fublishing
Cormany, c.1910), VIXI, A0 £,
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CHAPTER IXT

ey

25 THEOLOGICAL COMFIICT

Iuther's conflict with the radicslg hos beon variously internreted

as o battle bBetween kindred spdrits due to :rﬂ..';underst:mdingl or to

in s~ite of the fact that other factors played a part in the Reformew
tion, it was for Inther ot least 2 religicus movemont. For this reason
the econitict with the redicals wmust Ve viewsd from a religious perspoCs,
tive, Fhat Tuther o.muosed wag a relipious tcndercy."" a tendeney which
he discovered 4n the i‘s--as and ?w:n.r.g]ic as woll as in Corlctadt, menzer,

and the inubaptists. It wus thic opposition to a tendency that enavled

Ironeld & ox, Inthusiomm (Xow York: Oxford University Fress,
¢,19%5 Q), Ppe 130 f- ;

2/3bert Venyy Newman, A Mermel of Clurch History (Fhiledelnhia:
The Ameoricsn Boptist Publication Socicty, ¢ .1931). 1z, k2,

Srarinin Fiette, John Yeslev in g Eyalution of Erutostantia,
tram.l-....ad from the 'mncz by the Tev. J. B, loward {"xs‘" Yord:: Sheed

and Ward, 1937), pp. 20 £,

by the Darish b
Fegin Pronter, Soiritus Creatoxr, translated from the v
Jdohn M, Jonsen (-nﬂ.iadel::hin: The Juhlenberg Prese, ¢.1953); n. 248,

Frartin !uther. rsmeleald Articles,” _1:.!.&9_ Concordias Ibe
Symbolscal Beoks of the fvancel Iuthoran Church (St. Iouis: Con-
cordia fuhlisbing z!ouse. 1921), p. 495.

Eitnrtin Iuthor, *Dagz diese Worte Chricti 'das ist mein ]’e:l.b' noch
fest aotehon, wider die Schwaermgeister, 1527," Dr, Hartin s
gaemrtliche Wexke (Frlangens Verlag von Carl Heyder, 181), 1, 1

i P, I T — AL T T T -y

.
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Karl Holl to acply Iuther's criticue of enthusizsm to Cocorgs Fox
slthough the two lived centurias :-.part." .

The whole conflict can be viewed in torms of Low and Cospel.
fuch o relotively unimportant area ag ceramonies demonstrated this to
Tuthor.? He stoted that a view of Law and Cogpel was the cemtral noint
at issue iv his "leuteronomion liosi cum annotati.onibus"g and "Wider
¢ic him-lischon Prorheten von den S3ldern und Szcramont.™C The con-
flict imvolvad a consideration of four nrincipel arveas: the use of
the 41le, the ords galutis and the "means of grace,™ the nature of
the Churel, and Christian niety. The first two areag will be discussed

in thiwe cheptayr, the last two in the next chapter,
The Uze of the Bible

A compnrison of Tuther'!s use of the 2ible with thot of the redicels

beconmes involved in a complex situation, The radiesls scught a revela-

tion of Cod outcide of the Zible znd yet attempted to order their lives
in strictest conformity with the Bille. In one cere thay vefused o
uce it ab =11, and in another case they made it absolute suthority.

¥ith Tuther the situation ia difforent. Ho was obedient to Ceripture

L4500 Holl, "uther und die fchvoermer," OSosammelte ﬁt saptze zur
¥irchenreschichto (Tuebingens Verlsg von d, C. 8, Hohr, 1328), I, 439,

B, =, Yo, Tho Theolosv of Mortin Iuthor (Tondon: James Cl:rke
and C‘U-| Iltd.' 19'1"7). Vs 123.
rrentor, on. gib., po 249 £f,

10, vt4n Tuther, "idor die himmischen Propheten ven den Sildern

und Sacrament, 1524-1525," Dre Hartin Intherls ss che lerke.
(Frlangen: vez"Lag von Cax.-l Hoyder, 1841}, ¥XIX, 136 If,
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as the sole suthority; =né yet he sxercised a cert:in freedom in
docling wlth it. In order to relate this complex situntion to the
concent of Low and Gospel Pouml Aithouz has indicated the rolationship
vetveen obedience and Law and betwesn frecdom and Cospel .11

One of the chiel charscteristics of the radicals wog thet almost
withou! excontiorn they rejected Seripture s having anything to do
with revel: tion, In its zlace they substituted imrmedinte religious
axperieonce, The Zwicksu prophets claimed to have held "familiar con-
versations with Ood" and hence to have no need for the Bible,l?
Corlstadt "lost himeelf in-the clouds of mysticiecm and epiri tnalde"L0
and anvealed to inmmediate :I.nspirations.lu Thomas. Iuenzor assartsd
thot the source of authority is the 4inner '.':'ord.ls Ag the Foly Snirit
came imngdiately to the proshets of old, so He could come to anyone with

visions and rovelztions, e it best, Scripturs necded divinely inspired

lyamy lthnus, "Gehorsam und Freiheit in Luthers “tellung sur
o' L che /mfzagtzg (Cuetorsloh: Druck und Verlag won C,
rx’te‘.‘_:n:n, 1929), oo, 140=-152,

12n01and 1, Bainton, Here I Stand (Hew York: abingdon-Cokesbury

rmss. GS{,)' ;’?u 29?.

e '-"i"a Scheff, "The German %fomation." Iistory of the Chris-
Eian (Grend Ranids, Michigan: Ym, 3. herdmn Publishing Company,

c.191C), “.’II 380,

Wroinheld Secbery, Textbook of the Histors of Doctrines, trans-
lz2ted from tlhe Gsrman b;r Charles B, oy (CGrand Kapids, ¥chigans Saker
Bool: House, 1952), II, 280,

Yro1and 1, latnton Joris, Hederteenfer und Ksornfer fuer
Iﬂlﬁm;.o ::';n "'16 g_eh:i:;n:igl.'& elpzigs ‘:!. Néinsine Machfolper, 1937),
np. 6 If.

163011, oo, glte, . 431 £.




g

interpret-n-e-.l?

For the mort part it wig sctually a hindrance to true
fa1th,1¥ Imongy Ancb:pticte WAs view found exprossion 4n men ke
Sobastian Franlc'® and Hene Tawck.2C The doctrine of dmuedints revela
tion we articnleted again Ly the Fngitsh radieals?t end espocially by
George Fox with his doctrire of the "imner 1ight,n??

Tmnediate revelation wos often the source of fontastic e::cesses.?:"
The ultinate depth of excess was reached by the Fuenster radicals in
their theoccratic kingdom of 1531;-35.2!* To be sure, the excessce were
not noxmative, Sut the cause of the excerses, tle beliof in immedi-te
reveletion, wes nomstive, Tho radiccls declarsd themeelves to be
corpletely independent of the Bible for their revelotion,

fowever, in motters of behavior, Fadicaliem bound iteelf to a

slavish and legalistic observimce of the letter of Ceripture,

l?lr.’ainton, Hore I Stand, p. 260,
18”311. 9_'_-"_. -%' pi ‘\"2&'.

19?3&5.‘:3:5.::1: Jornksma, "\ouszerer und innerer Mensch bei Iuther und
den Spiritunlii-ten," Imamo Pel, edited by Neinrich Sormkamm (Diessen:
Verlag von <1fred Toepelmum:, 1932), ppn. 105 f.

20Jomag M=cldnnon, Inther and the Feformstion (london: Iongmens,
Green, and Co., 1929), IV, 4 £,

Zlii, pichard fiebuhr, The Socisl Sources of Denomdnationalian
(Yew York: Henry Holt amd Company, €.1929), pp. 48 ff.

21011, ge. gite, pe 139,

23E.g. "Insiration" lod radicals to howl 1ike dogs, bellow like
cattle ..n:i tray 1ike asses during "worskip,” At St. Gall a man "mder
the influence of the Spirit" cut off his bruthor's head, In Anstordam
a group of /nabaptists stripped and ran through the streots crying, i
"iorn, the wrath of God," declaring themselves to ba "tha naked truth,

“M70lond H, “ainton, The on of the Sixtronth Century
(Boston: Tho Deacon Press, €.1932), PP 1G5 f.
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Carletadt instituted a program of roforn which snticipated the logal-
igm of Znglich Furltanism, According to his reform evervthing not
oxplicitly commanded in Sceristure must be rejauted.25 Musnzer ancerted
that in procleiming revolution he wes following the Biblical exmaple
of Duvid, Joshun, and t'.>1:9121=.'rs¢.""‘6 The Anabaptists went Gn.:"lsﬁ:dt one
betier, lot only did they reject every cersmony and custom not com-
manded by “cripture; but they attemptod to imitate customs and eccen-
tricities described by Serioture.®? In their subjection to the letter
of the Bible they placed the 014 Te:ctment on the same levol as the
Hews?®  The extent to which their vemerstion of the Pible could bo
corried uas demonstratsd by Swiss Ancbaptist Wilheln Feubiin who
carried the “4ible in public proce=zsion crying, "Behold, this is your
VYonerabile, this is (12 true senctuary; 21l tho rest is but dust and

shes, "2
This contradictory use of the Eible--rejection and subjection--

raceived censure from Iuther not much because of the excesses it

251einrich Hochnor, Iuther in the ldght of Decent Eeparch, trans-
lated from the Cermon b:;f Cari ¥, Huth, Jr, (Few York: The Christian

“El"?ld' 0.1:“16)' PRe 152 f.

26, ' g logalistic misuso of
Sainton, David Joxds, p. 8 It was this log

the Jitle that .c.ﬂli-&d dowm .'!'uther's wrath in his "Eefmn voR '-.-'ntef-
schel zuischen dem Uscetz und Evengelio, 1532," Dr, artip Iuthor’s
seemptliche Werke (Frlongen: Verlzg von Carl Heyder, 1929), YIX, 237.*

272ainton, The Hefomstion of the Sizteenth Century, p. 106,
desceribos a ms‘;l :%f put & hot coal to kis lips in imitation of Isaiah.

QQM.

2ienry Tlias Dosker, The Dutch Anabaptists (Fhiladelphias The
dJudson Precs, ¢.1921), p. 31. '
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produced, but becsuse it involved a misuse and misundersiending of Iaw
and Cosncl ¢ The substitution of imwedisto revelation for the Serip-
turcs destroyed the Uospel aliogether. The radicals in their rejoction
of' feriptuire-failed to perceive the uniquensss of God's revelation in
Chrict. Lt And whon they came to use Scripture apart from Christ they
turned 1% into o new bsok of Canon law.2 They missed the soint of
Seriptura. Thelr distorted use of teripture involved them in o dis-
tortion of Low ard Cospel.

Tather's om view of the Zible had two aapeats.33 For him the
2ble wms sboolute authority, the inspired Vord of God. Yot be wus
zble to exerelse a certain froedom over :-:-ga-!.nst'tha 3ible, He had,
in & senee, roversed the position off tha redicals and rescued Law ond
Gospel From distortion.

Tutherts teachers at Brfuri vere exponents of the wla roderma,

By virtue of his educstion he stood in the Occarliet troditlom, a

psper 1. Carlson, The Heinterpratztion of Inther (Fhil:delrhia:
inel l'

¥uhlenberg Fross, ¢.1948), p. 100,
3 3asnton, Refompntion of the Sixteenth Centurv, n. 12%.
32Car180m, on. ¢it., P. 100,

L& )

SThis point is frequently overlooked by Iwther inte:prgters.
Mchael feu, luther an Seriptures (Columbus, Ohic: The Vartburg
fresg, c.19-":-'.) hae _ﬁﬁtﬁg out, cuite con'aqt!:f, that the Eial_?. as
Bible, was absolute outhority for Iuther. lNowever, in his zeal to
support this aspect of Inther's view he explaing awmy many statements
of Inthor which soem to indicate another agpect, though he does mentilon
Iuther's Christologicsl approach, dJosephk Sittler, The Dectrine gg_hj._hg_
Yord (Ihilndelphia: The Muhlenberg Procs, ¢,1948), po. 13-33, on t.:_l
other hand, has operated exclusively with Iuther's Crristological prin-
ciple: +that widch treats of Christ is ¥ord of Tod. But Sittler attempts
to moke this Tuthor's total view end ignores tie zspect which Feu pre-
gents,
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tradition in which the Ditle wes absolute amthority. e wes oppased
to any thought of revelation apart from the F.cﬂptures.% lie believed
the Zible to bo divinely inswired and therefore the divine source of
truth? Omy the Hible establishes articles of faith, for

wo die helllpe Uchrift otwss gruendet zu glaeuben, da 2o0ll mon
nicht weichen von den Vorten, wie sie lauten, noch von dor Oré-
minre, wie gie da stehet, es zvinge denn ein asusgedrucktier

Artikel des (Mouvbens die Vort andﬁt's zu dsuten, oder zu ardonen,
Voo wollt gonst die #ibsl werdenis™

Inther calle the Biile the Yord of God and that becsuse the Holy Spirit
is the muthor, The Yord of God is what is wiiiten whother it has any-
thing to do with Christ or rot, icceptance of the Bible is g oriorl
not becouse of the moteriel (Christ) but beeause of the formel fact
that it 45 Ditle., There is no testirony of the Spirit irmvolved; only
submiszeion to the written words as such.?! Tuus Tuther can say of

1 Petor 4:7 that 39 4t werc not for the fact that an apostle had
written it, we would say the man was 15*1ng.39‘ This heteronomous aspect
of Iuther's thought io parellcl to his underst:nding of Law, It is
nrotection ageinst every subjective: approach to revelation., Ivery
subjective approsch, evsn that which uses Seripture, stands in danger

of finding not God's ¥ord but its own wishes and ideals. For this

SMrather, "Sualeald Articles,” me 495.

35431 helm Pauck, The Horitsge of tho Reformation (Clencoo, Tilinois:
The Free Presz, ¢.1950), Pe 29 :

36Iut'ner. wHder dio hirmlischen Propheten," p. 221,
3?ﬂthnus. OD» s&p. PD. 1L0-142,
3Embid., p. 243,
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reagon = mom must bow Lefore Scripture even though he doos not yet
understand in whet sense it is Codls ’.-z'ox'd.3 ?
Iuthor 2leo made statemenis which secem to irdicote a view of the
Bble contradictory to tho forepoing. ~t the outset of the controversy
with tho yadie=ls, for examsle, he -"fmms against substituting for the

thranny of the Vope o ilteralism and legalisn which lays stresg on the

the fact the Ziblae uas historically conditioned, I could rtate thot
the Cospel accounts have chronological ci:lscrepuncios:l’l that the
writinge of the prophets wvere probaoly collected ard compiled oy thelr
a3 scip'i.r-s;l“" thet Hosmes must have used suu:'eer-:‘a'3 ané even that the
vrophote erred in predicting the course of humen evente ™ lie cxer-
cised eritical judgmont repswding the value of various boolks of the
Dibtle. Jomes, Revelation, Jerrews, ond Jule are distinguished from

the "real cerboin chief b w0k M5 Ghg Cospel of Johm, Faul's Epistles

391‘ . b AT
2bid., pp. 185 £, _

¥irtin Tuther, "Hight '“4ttenberg Serwons, 1522," torks of lartin
Iuther, trmsleted from the Gormen by A, Steirle (lfhiladelphics inhlenberg
?!'380. CQ:'.Q!PE)' II. 398 f. B':ld 1;12 ﬂ.

“Diten, on. Cifies Pe 82

u?’.I;oiﬂ" Te All,

Brricen sceborg, Inthers Theolomis in Thren Grundemecsp (Stuttgrrt:

1950

We Kohlhammor Vairleg, » Do 140,
uij‘lthauﬂ, (<1213 m.' Pa 1“'8-
!"'si-';:.lt'tin Tath'r, "Frefaces to the Rooks of the 5ivle," borks of

¥artin Iuther, translatoc from the Gorman by C. M, Jacobs (Philadelihia:
Fuhlenberz Press, ©,1932), VT, 476,

=
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and First Feter are the reel heart of the Bitle 0 1 of thic 4o
indicative and descriptive of Tatherls "free" attitude toward Seripture,

Iuther's "free" attitude vas possivle just becauve he subzittew to
the muitlority of the 93ule.”’ Tn ks whole-hearted submission he die-
covered that the Gikle was the bearer of defihite content.'!"'a It was
not aroiber law bock, Ite content was Christ, the Tosp:?, the forgive-
necs of sins, and all that is related to these.% This bocems decisive
for o1l of Iuther's theolopgy. "Hever imagine," s=ys Einar Diliing,
“vou have rightly gresped a Inthoran idoa until you have succeeded
in reducing it to a simple corollary of the forgivenezs of sing, "0
Beeause Chidst ds the wmassagze and Lovd of the E‘cﬁptums nrovlens
of Mstory and chronology meke ro difference, Christ is the principle
by which Locks ars judgeé.

Drrime stimmen slle rechtscheffené heilige Suecher ubersins, dasz

sie cliesmmpt Christum predipgen und treiben, fuch izt dag der

reehte Pruefestein alle Buechor zu tadeln, wenn man siehet, ob

sie Christum treiben oder nicht, sintemsl slle Sehrift Christum

zelget, Rom, ve 21.), und S. Poulus nichts den: Chriztum
*.-..Ls:.:’r-.-n".-:ll'r.!‘.‘. :jl 'r(:oz-inthz '2. (ve 2.)s Uas Christum nicht lehrat, das
4% noch nicht avostolisch, wenns gelich S, Petrus oder Faulus
lchrete. ldederumt, was Christunm prediget, da=s waere giostclisch,
wenns gelich Judas, Hemmag, Pilstus und Horodes thaot.

""GRei.nhald Seeverg, ov. cit., p. 300.
%7 1thans, op. cites vP. 166149,

“€po11, op. cit., pe B8,

"'%lﬁlin '_.gai-,m; Let God p_g_ God (’hiladelvhia: Fuhlenberg Press,
19"’9). P 149-152, :

501pid,, p. 26

Siartay "gorredo auf dic Foisteln S, Jokobi wnd Judae,”
Dr,, Hartin tin utherts soemgticho Herkn (rlengons Yorlag ven flesder &

iuther s
Zimmer, 185%), LXIII, 156-157.
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Vith thie princivle Tuther hod a freedom and o cortainty which tha
:'adicéls could not have., It was freedom and certainty in the Gospel,
He, too, Lelioved thet there was an inner witness of the Spirit; but
the Spirit witnesses to tho Gospol by woridng feith in the heart. 2
The witness of the Spirit must como through the itle in order tht .
the witness Ve not from cur own sp:lrit. Thore is no wey o ,d the
Serirstures; but in submission to the feriptures one finds Christ.
There the Spirit is working and active to give us fui.th.53

Inther's roversal of the radicol view of the Bivle set the law

and Cospel in a new perspective in rolation to the Bible. The freedom

of the radicals reslly was no freedom: It merely produced 2 worse
legaiisn, Ianther's sutmission to “erivture was the way to real free-
don, to freedom in the Cospel. U io important to remember that this
Trecdon was not final or arbitrary. inthm"s view was dislectic, a
conptant roving back and fort: from submission to frecdom and back to
submission sgain. “lways he ro-cubmittod bis judgnents to Scrinturc.
The Vord is of such a nature that we can nmever fathow it, lext to the
light is 2 depth which no concept can panet;_até.i Cn earth the Chris-
tisn ic aluveye "on the way," alweys involved in both Oehorsam und
Erotheit. S |

52pe1a, ©0. Cite, Pe 450,

53!£I.thaus. one Cite, PRa 159 T,

5”&1@.. ppe 146150,

bt o s e &




The Ordo Salutis snd the ™Micans of Grace®

The theclopicsl conflict involving the use of the Bible had its
voots in o conflict which was cveon more basic, The use of Taw and
Gogpol telos on crueinl imvortance when we ask how Cod enters into
relotionship with men. Hoth Tuther snd the radicels wucre concerned
cbout this questicn, and their answers involve the most vital area
of Christian thought. . !

Twvangelical Raodicelism operated on the iasis of a fundamental
chmiﬂ.s:: in the velation tetweon flosch ond s-i:k‘iﬂtr. Carlstadt bolioved
that the flesh could not convey the spirit, that the physical was an
impedinent rather then an aid to the upirlh_ml.” thengzer held a
similnr viow, consldering the Sible a hindranco to the Sp‘.l.r‘.l.t.55
Inther's emohasis on external means aroused his bitter opposi.tion.57
hecording to the radicsls, it wces of the essence of ihe “pirit to
belong to the irvisible worid. Le wes placed in sharp contrast o
£11 things visible, Taking Jomm 6:63 (the flesh is of mo ovall) as

t
their cue they expressed distrust for everything outward and bod-.l.l:,'.s :

Thds dunlicn led the radiesls to Jook for internel expericnce apart
from cobernol means, the "inward" epart fron the Toutuard.” luenszer

asserted thaot the experionce of Cod comes fron the depths of our awn

55zainton, The Mefomation of the Sixteenth Century, p. 65.
561ic11, op. oites D. 426,

STIAd., pe 36

5’3?mnter. on. cit., P 11k,
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heart.?? That nost of the redicals followed this view has been pre-
viously demonztrated,

Pagicelly the radical doclrine of the ondo galutis was completely
enthropocentrice The redicals Lolieved that the relationship botieon
man and Cod wac cstablished by mam., le had to propare himself thrcugh
rortificstion of the {lech for the exwerience of the “pirit, @ This
belicf mode tha Scirit not the ssurce of mortification, but its eifect,
The Spirilt Lecswe the crown of piety and the rewsrd of the ;zcn‘f’t’.‘c:i'..é:l

In effect it woans & return to the roligion of law, to the "heavenly

ladders” of the Niddle Ages.C? Tho Gospel lost #11 redemptive signifi-
cance. The 1ife of Christ becowe an ellegory, en exarple of whait muzt T
harpen to cuch persen 1f he is to ochieve the "inner experiemce. w63

The sacraments were, for the rodicsls, not means by which God deals

with men but sigr::-: #hat men had arrived at a certsin morsl gool,  for
thie veason the radicals $n general rejected infent Baptism, Only
adults could be baptized becsuse only adults could have wortified the 1
flesh and recelved the “sg’.-irit.,"ﬁu ot only the way to God was cone

ceived in anthropocentric toms, but tho goal of salvation was gimilarly

anthropoceniric, Cod became a means to the goal of wman's owm salvation—

59:!01", on. ¢it., p. 43C.

601pad,, pe 435, -

m:’mnter. oo, cit., pps 252 £f.

62ate0n, g.n. cit., Ps e

635,enton, The Eefomation of tie Sixteenth Contury, P. 12%
Gy clinnon, gue gite, IV, 61 L.
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a goal no lees egocentric than if man zought God for matexdicl gain.65
Vihen man operatos in tome of Law, sach indivicduzl is "on his own step
on the ladder toward Cod," Christisnity becomes somsthing "for me
40::1':;.“55E In the total radices) view fallowohip with CGod was depondent
on nants achicvenment ond was gought for wman's own ends. CGod was ths
goal of manls striving and the answer to man's necd.

figainet this vfc..cm Tather directed his criticiom based on a concept
of the ondo galutis and the relation betweon flesh and Spirit which he
bod devoloped long before the conflict with fvangelical Fadicell m.'s?
Iutherts basle critieisn concerned tho nature of the inner cxperience,
fccording Yo Menzer thiz inner cxpericnes was Gc':spo]., a token that
Cod roclly cxistod and that He wes relating limsclf to r'.-nn.'fs Iuthor,
too, Imew an imer evperience, but it wes mot Cospel. It did not veveal
a *divine rerment,” and "immer light,” It revealed omly the corruption

of an evil 1-:11‘-'.."’;9 There is an dnnor experience of Cod, but it ic God

o

unvedled, The Gairit 4c present oo gutor lemls, as God apart frow Chrict,

as Doug mﬁ'@ This is a torrible exporience. Thosa who speak of
tranenortation to the third heaven, who "talked to thre high najecty of

55:'73'%5031 one Cites Pe 35
Gﬁg'l’mterl gD« Clles Pe 261.
673”mnter. on. git., pp. 101 £, and 205=-224%, -
mBa:'f.nton, Devid Jords, pp. C-8. Toll, gD, eit., p. 7.

%9 pdolpls Fosberle Gusst for Ngliness, transleted from the
Cormem by J'bhn‘ C, Einttés%ﬂnmamlim Sugsburg Publishing House, 1938),
p. 37.

Mprenter, oo, cit., pp. 216 and 260.

ey 15
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God 1ike a shoemeker's apprentice,” hive not really experienced Cod,
Apart from Christ Yo is o consuming fire.’> GOod in His rude majesty

as autor legig Lrings man Yo the abyss of despalr, to death and des-

truction. > This is not slly part of a psychologicel development
uvhich loade to somebbing bettor, not 2 negntive role in a synthesis,
Inner experience brings the simmer foce to face with the mnde majestss,
and thet means nothing loss than hell and doath,. "The path which leads
from he'e in called resur:'octian.“?g

Because of his own terrible immer oxcerionce Tuther affizms that

when Cod reveals Himself He not only doas uso means, but He mm:t, In

opposition Yo the radicals! claim thst they hed had an experience of

Cod as Uospel apart fvor outward means Tuthor asserted that God confronts .

ue as Cospel only through preceding ouvtierd means. Cod "has deternmined
to give the inuard purt to no man except through the outward parl:."w"
"Cod doss not deal with us othomise than through the spoken Vord and
Sacraments.®?9 "Cod has from the beginming.of the world deelt with

all the saints through s Word, amd hae given along with the same,
extemnsl signs of grace, n78 1atn statononte like these Iuther rejected

the dualiem which scparated "flesh” znd "guirit,” The Incarnetion

Mainton, lorg I Stand, v. 208_.
T@rginhold fecborg, gne Cikes Ps 230.
Trrentor, on. git., Pe 219
?l"i’-einhold 'Eee‘ocrg. on. ¢it., p. 260,

751uther. uSmaleald hrticles," p. 497,

"Siigteon, gn. glts, Pe 161,
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atolished forever such a :;epar::.t:‘.on.w Tuther re-affirmed thre finitunm
eanas: Infiniti princivle, for Cod docs malie use of cloments of this
world and its history in oxder to reach mems 'Y The Refommtion wme
a vebonent denial of cvery attompt at spiritunlizstion of the Christian
Taith ond Cognel, Cod plwmys comes to man through r.:ea'ns-.?g
fot only doocs Cod use moens, but Te rust. The deus pudus brings
terror and deoth.
Only hidden behind the vell of the sizm of revelation is it poo-
sible for Cod--withont ceasing in the fullest =ense to bo Cod--to
Se peroonally and truly present with use The sim of revelation
s therocfora not comething in addition to_the Co=pel but it is

the Goopel itself in the zetunliized form,

The attompt to zoparate Cod from means, deus nudus from doug imearnatns,

£

ittenpt of the dovil seeking to render God's salvation ineffec-

-t
[3
'y
e

S Y

2, o ‘f.1
tive for us, ~

Christ's humenity is the one way by which Cod is able
to come with iife and confort, fnd the means of Grmce--boptism, the
Tord's Sugper, the verbum yogale of proaching--belong to th_s‘.t Tumanity.
They are a1 the t:.-ne wlace where CGod is redemptivcly present for ns.e‘a

Tn Tuthor's own wordst "Christ iz of no benefit to thee and theu canst

"?Ppentor, op. Cites Pe 273,

7{3%{1‘@.!:51:, OD« Citey Ds 52

D nders Tygren, cditor EL& ig the Church, txemslated from the
Svedich by Cord Gs Tacemssen (Philedelphias Xuhlenborg Presc, c.1952),
P 2":'!!1

mi’renter, oge cit., pe 264
flmag,, pe 220.
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not know anything about him, wnloss Cod put him into words that thou
nayest hear and thus learn to know him 93

Luther woverscd the ordo galutis of the radicals by asserting that
Cod deals with us inwardiy only through preceding outward recanc.
liecause of this he ues :lgo avle to reverse their anthropocentric way
of selvation. %he extornal woans of revelation are always moons of
Cod's owm choosing, Cod is mot God where our flighty thoughte or works
wight decide to pliace Him, Yo is to be found in the concrete outward

gsigns which He iHugelf hag chosen, as Ivther says:

ij] is sveryvhere, but le dogs not desire that you should seek
Hin evorywhero but only ubere the tord is. g!}mre if you sesk
iin you will trly find, nemely in the ord, :
This reverzes the anthropocentric view of the radicals beeause it
blocks oll our owm ways to God and lesveb open only His way to uS.E‘S
Basic to Tuther's whole theology is the concept that the way to fellow-
:)
ehip with Cod is not our way to God Lut Cod's way to us.w God
will not huove thee thus arcond, but He comes o thee and has made
a ladder, a way end a bridge to thee, . « . Ile comes to us and ue
do not first mount up to hoaven to liLwm, but He sends IHis Son down
into the flesh. » o « lle speaks: This vay, brother, "The l-'athe'r =
in lie, and T in the Father;® keep thigg eyes fixed on lie, through
Uy Inmandity is the way to the Father.™
Uronter deserdibes Juthor's opdo salutis as found in the "Deutoro-

nonion Meel cum snnotationibus® of 1525, The Spirit confronts ue as

&Reinhold Secberg, oo Cite, Do 279,
Epeinton, Here I Stand, p. 224
?51’rentor. on. Cit., De 260‘-
“Oroinkold Seeborg, 0. Cibes Do 230,
BPiatoom, ope gibe, Pe S
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autor lepis in oxder to convict us of oin and destroy our self-trust,
Then Ho brings us to life by the Word of the Cospel, Yhen the Vord is
heard, the Spirit comes 95 a gift working justifying faith, The
struggie azainst world and fleoch is carried on by the Spirit within us.
lle 1ikewice causes the pood works of love to the meighbor, The whole
procoss is theocentric, one single, concrete act of God ff Zuingli's
doctrine of the Yord's Supper iz dangerous just because it ig an attack
on the theocentidic nature of salvation., Zuingli questions whether God

really was prssent in Christ and thus attempts to block Cod's way to

3

us, Zwinzgii, too, is & radic-.-l.{;: Christ is the only ladder to hezven

o~

which God has given us, the only sizm by which He draus us to Winself.5C
Cod's forgiveneszs ig sheer wnmeritod love. It is God acting in Chrict
to eetablish fellowship with us, % In his whole ondo galutis Iuther is
concerncd to "let Cod be God," to let Him do His work, to let Iiim give
us en olicn righteousness in Christ, 2

Tuthor places the sccramonts into his theocentric persncctive,
They are not signe that we have arrived at a:certein point of moral or
religious devclopmeﬁt. They are actions of Gol., Mo is the acting

subject in Saptiem®S and is alvays "honestl: serious in what ho does

8rpenter, on. Clt., PPs 249 £f,

€91 uther, *Tase dicse Vorte Christl. « « o" pp. 17 1.
Oprenter, gn. ¢itss Ps 109,

gliftatson. :93. eitey Do 26

921144, , pps 61 Lo

iierner Blert, W des L (*uenchen: C. He
Soclc'sche Verlagsbuchhandlung, .c.1931), I, 260.
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through l:u-g'c:'v.m."g'!’ The mzans of grace arc not something stunding
botuwesn Cod and men, obrtacles vhich mon must brush aside in kis reach
touvard God, They are Cod's own offer o man, God limself laying hold
of ma'n..g-“‘I Cod personally acts and confronts us in the wmeans which Ile
has chosen.’® In this way the Sacrusents are Cod's own guards ageinst
any atitempls on cur purt to "elimb up into heaven,"77

Howaver, in all his volemic cgainst the radicsls Iuther never lest
sight of the fact thet the Spirit--though Ile uses means—-is Tord of
the means. The Spirit doeos not want us to ceck God outside the meane
but we are not sble to manirulote the means in such a oy that we can
sgein uee thom os mmbhropocentric instruments for our own poals. Tro
e onere onerate use of tho means of grace makes the Fope a schwacmmer. &

i Sttt dmee

The grdo pzlutis of ihe radicale is that of a plous logalisa. The ordo

galutis of the Fope 1s that Uod works ey opere oncrato in the means of

grace, One iz subjective, the other objective. But Tuther seces the

cave anthropocentyic emvhasis in both, Ageinst the rodicals he asserts

thet Uod does not work without means. #gainst the Fope he maintains
b

he nrineivle Ubi ot cusndo visun egt Deg.-

Ye ave aluays roferred to the definite Vords But we ore not ::-o-
erred to it as our gurranteed. jossession, but ag the nlace whore

W wl

92&:’:023%1"19. Ofie Sig.-. Pe Tie

Barizon, gne cite, Pe 119,

YGrrenter, gn. gibe, Do 168

Mintoon, ops giks, De 261

98ruther, "dder die himmlischon Frophoter,® v. 13€.
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wo ovpect the Spirit to moke Josus Christ presemt for us, vhero
hrist is woroly precont as the ideological content of the Vord .
« o there the VWord is dead, ¥here ho is precent as a living person
e o » thove the Vord is alive. ind uhether Christ is in the Foxd
in the ono wmy or the other, devends colely on the Spirit. . «
Iut this fvee intervoution of the Swivit is . « . an ovent promisod
Ly the Uord dteelf, For the ¥ord and the Spirit ave separated . . *30¢
ag provise and Sulfillment, ag prayoer and the anower $o prayol « « »

;

"o e
"'C".-_o"-,,,é. » Dps 106 £,




CHAPTIR IV
UE THROLOGICAT. COVFIICT (Contirmed)
The Yaturs of the Church

The view of the clurch held by moot radicals was consistent with
their gonersl enthropocentric, le:al way of salvation. The ossence of
Chrictionity, they said, was the trunsformstion of life through discinle-
ship.l This was the way of the law descrited in the last chapter,
irvolving mortification of the flesh and imitotion of Christ, It vas
ingvitable thot thic should lead to a hiJL} individualistic eoneeptior
of enivagion. For "when we are under the law each one finds himself on

own step on the ladder toward God." The emrhasis is on personzl
viety, aach porson sesking 2 corner whore he is =ble to work out his
o salvatics .2 Man ond his vious aspirations are the central uoini'..3

The individualistic conception of v'sflvation made the church a
voluntory gathoring of indlviduals,  Nembership in the church came
zbout in ths same way as the gift of the spirit, First wman is regen-
erated; then he voluntarily Joins the cturch,? liembershs ip comos after

Yiaro1d 8 S, Bender, "The Anabaptist Vision," Ciurch History, #III
(eren, 194K), 22 £.

2R Spiritns Creator, trenslated fron the Denish by
wegin Fremter C, ]
Jobn 4, gﬁn sen (:‘hil:adolpl-dm he ruhlenborg Press, ¢.1953), ps 26l.

Jibid., ps 298,
u‘*cnder. SDe _1&0. De 17.

Shrthur Cughman M'GAffert, Protestant Thought, bofors Kot (ew
Yorks Charles Scribner's Sons, 1922), p. 101,
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the exvoricnce of the S;.i.::':‘i.'l:.-.'S Septism is the symbol that man has
already arrived st nowness of life and now wishes volunt:orily to asso-
ciate himcelf with others who heve likewise arrived.’! The Crureh iz a
crention of peorle,

The voluntzry princinle presupszosed that. those who hod the exper-
lence of rereneration could recognize onc anathar, 1ot such recogni-
tion was possible bocame Lusic to the radical visw of the churchi. The
elect thomselves constitute the visible element of the church, fThe
soved are =2Ule to rccognize ccch other by the tests of spirituel ex-
peitience and moral -’Z’-Chiﬁ'lf&‘-‘-!ent-ﬁ iIndeed, there is no such thing as an
invicible clurch,” Tuenzer wee the first to emunciate this _nﬁ.nciplem
and to tuke the lead in matier-of-factly considering his group the
elect noosle of Cod.ort The three teste which Muenzer im:osed--inner
experience, moral schievement, and adult baptism--became normative for

Evanrelics], Z’nd;'-.calﬁ.m."‘z The Church was a visible orgerization becguse

{"P-.olam He Bzinton, lere I stand (lew York: Abingdon-Cokesbury
Fross, ©.1950), e 262,

?ilvert lonry Mesman, A Hamal of Chureh Higtory (Fhiladalyhia:
The Americen Daptist Publication Society, ¢.1931), iIT, 151 f.
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Tolend H., Bainton, The Eeformation of ithe _&____Lg
(Boston: The Seacon Preds, €.1952), pp. GG £T. Here I ttand, p. 267.
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the elect cculd be recognized and gathored into a community.

The holiness of tho clmrch was linked with woral zehievenent.
Vvhen thc radicals spoke of tho church a5 a comaamion of caints they
neant thot people were suints by virtue of their ovn mral!.ty.lg The _
cimrch was considered boly only in so far as the people in the church
were ho‘.!.:,r.:"'i" The moral view of holiness in pert undergirded the scp-
aratistic tendencloe of the radicals. They separated themselves . both
from the Volkplirche--whose monbers had a piety irforior to their omiew
and Trom the woirld--which was completely v.ﬂ!'nal;‘;'.:'-6 Horal. haliness
uzs the bosls for all cmrch-diccipline,. Tho ehurch wse to be kept
Pure by mwging from it 211 whore lives did not measure up to the
pattern of Uhristls conduct, >’ 4 view of Low end-Gospel. is inherent
in the whole rodicsl idea of tho church, Tho Gospel finds 1ittle
place, except ac a record of the oxample of Christ, The Lew ia the
bagis for the oelvation of the individuel, for the recognition of the
clect, =znd for the holiness of the Church,

Tuther's viow of the ohurch is in total opposition to the radical

conception, Eo beging with a fundamental reversal of redical anthrc_w_co— /)

centricity regnrding the origin of the church. The church, Iuthor

Lptorbart Oleson, "The Church's Visibility snd Invisibility
fccording to Inther,"'% je tho Church, cdited by inders liygrem,
trenslated from the Swedish by Carl C. Fasmuscen (Fhiladelphia: The
fuhlenberg Press, ©.1952)s Pe 239

Werentor, gu. gites Be 300,

157b3id, , pp. 261 and 3C0.

16pender, op. Gites PP. 17 £fe

175a1nton, Refornation of the Sixteonth Century, . 99
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asoerts, is the creation of Cod, The initistive does not lie with wen

but vith Cod.'® It 15 God Vo colled the church Anto being through the
Gtm;.uzl?‘9 and sustoined it even during the Fiddle a‘nges.?'o In both
Cotechisms Tuther affimed that the loly Chost cells men into the
fellowshlp of the Chm;c?!.zl
Iuther's theocentric view of the origin of the church wms the

bosls of hio opposition to the individualism of the radicals, The

Cod Vho called the church into being so operates upon the members of

te church that they are wolded and united into ons co:mmmity.zz The
Cogpel. creates an intornal fa'llm-iahi.pzf' z0 that Iuther can speak of
men being "incorsorated” into the clurch. ¥ e intcrpreted the c!-':mth
not as a voluntary collection ocf individuals whoee only comron factor
wns their religious experience, but as a "people” imtegrated into a

fellowship of self-giving love,”? Tms, while he corefully emghasized

18z4gar 1, CGorxleon, m)mmm of Luthor (Fhiledelphia:
The Iuhlenberg Fress, C.1908), pe 2304 y

19144, , 2. 131,

20/nders Mygren; editor, This is the c_rth, trmelated from the
Svedish by Yard C, Rommsscen (Philadelphias Iuhlerberg Fress, ©.1952),
Pe 190,
Pyartin Iuther, "The Small Catechism,” mﬂ_@_(%mma' e
cal Dooks of the Fvangelicsl Iuthersm Church (St. Iouls ey
cordia Publighiny louse, 1921), Pe 5#5. 'The Large Catechiem," p. &91.
2R s - Hie Poct trns-
Reinheld Teeberg, Taxtbook of the Higtory of Doctrines,
latod frow the Cormen b;;r Cherlns B, Hey (Orand Replds, Michigan: Hakor
ook Houge, 1952), 1T, 291.
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the personal noture of faith end the fact that membership in the clmrch
inveoives porsonal com 'i.i;.-s:e!ri:. Iuther wns ever mindful thut in the Chris-
tian commmity

no one is ever left &lone, o ho assured his congregsation also

of the comfort wiich would come to. each one of them in his hour

of death, for then, so he eaid, all the angels ond the saints, yea,

the whole Churel would be with him, In this same spirit he pro-

¢laimed the gloricus teaching that csch believor, having becore a

son of Cod Ly virtue of his Faith mgzy bo & »riect to his fellow-

mon, a madiator betweon God and man,.*

Mihovgh {uther speaks of the Clureh 2z peorle they are not for
hin the visible cloment of the Church, Iuth-r spoaks of the Cimrch as
Loth vielble ond hidden (gbgeordits). !e also ssys thet the Church is
constituted by the Vord and the Sacraments and that the Church is the
comamnion of saints, One interpretation of these expressions links
the Word and Sacranents with the larger, visible Church and visus the
invisible Church ag the commmion of saints hidden within this larger
outrard Church.>! However anothor interpretation is rossible in which
the Caurch, constituted by Word and Sacrememts, is hidden and revealed
in temgs of Law and Gospel; and the Giurch es the communion of saints
1 28
is hidden ond revealed in terms of fzith and love.

Tuther, in contrust to sectayian ceparatism, states that Cod does
not hide Himeelf in a corner, but comes publicly in the signs of reve-

1stion, the Yord and Sacraments,?? The Clurch is not founded upon the

261‘212- » Pe Se

27ilorman A, Frous, The Commnion of Ssimte (Finneapolic: Augsburg
Publishing Mouse, C.104%8),

Zorsson, goe glbes Pe 210
2%Pronter, op. gites Pe 26l
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pious, but upon the Yord of Cod;3C or as Tiert describes it, "Nicht dic
Cleeubigen aleo Lilden die 'Substamz! der ¥irche sondern dos Fvanselium," >+
Tims Iuther acsserts that Ced's people are to be identified by the oral
prezching of tho Word, by Baptism, by tho Iond's Swiwer, by the use of
loky Absolution, by the consceration of the clergy, aie ,o° According
to Iluther, Cod THngelf is et work in the wublic signs, 4z long as man
hag to do with God herc on earth he has to do with a God Yho is both
hldden =nd revealed, “ho comes ag Taw end (.‘-cmr.*el.:,'3 In thic =zocnse we
can view the Chureh, constituted by the Vord, as both hidden and rovealed,
vhen the Yord is preached, it is presched as Law and Cogspel. #4As Law
it confrenis men with Cod's rsel judgment and condenmation. FIt is
bidden from wen that God reallv pur-oses to save men, that He has rower
to awaker and build the Cmrch by the Word widch is prenched in the
Shureh, "2 In tile conse, writes Flert, tho Church 4s "nicht im pla-
tonisch-ideclistiseheon Sinne 'unsichtbor,! sondorn im cvangelisch-roalis-
ticchen finre ghpcondita. w35 god s also prosent in tho préschine: of
the Gospel which reveale lis willing and acting to save men. Faith

ir thot which clings to God's promise of giace in apite of the condemmailon

30ich Seeberg, Iuthers Theologle in Ihren Orundzuepen (Stuttgarts

W. Yohihameer Verlag, 1950), P. 175.

*ierner Rlort, Gorbolade dog [xthorigms (usnctent C. .
Becl:'sche Vorlagsbuchhandlung, ©.1931), I, 227.
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of the Taw. Tl'r!:n the Church 4z revealed, percoptible, to falth; for
falth sces in the preaching of the Cornol Codls will and power o awalen
and sustain fzith, to buwild the Gin!rch.3c lienco the Qimz-ch, constituted
by the ¥ord, is both hidden and revecled as Low and Gospel hide and
roveal Uod's redevpltive vurpore. Faith, in gpite of appearances, believeg
the Church.”? The Yord as Lew 2lso reveals the Church to the unbeliever
when 31 Judges Lim and when it drives him to perfom certain extermsl
r‘sct?ds.:"‘: There is one additional ospect to a consideration of the
Claxch ae bidden end rovealed. Vhen Tuther sneeks of the Church as
neonle, as 'i:.E:e- commurion of saints, these peovle too are both hildden
end vevealed, But in this instance they ure hidden 'l';o faith, For it

s the nature of faith to be suspicious, not to be deceived. A man's

calvotion is hidden even for fajth. According to falith we con cell no
man saved excest by immediate revelation from Code "This means thot it
is both imsossible and wrong to pick cut® those who have faith., Cod
oniy knows them, o9 However, by the eriterion of love alll who are bap-
tized are to ba cnlled suints, In love we relate oursclves to men os
6id Chrict, Wao came to savo mot the righteous but simners. Therefore
in love we boliove thrt through Christ Cod will ssve those in whom He
has begun His work,”® In thio senso the seints sre both hidden and

revealed, But these sre mever people separated fron Vord and Sscraments.

360 5s0m, go. cit., PR. 236 £
Irert, oo, cit., pe 300,
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The Yord truly conmciitutes the Church, and its proclzmation alone mzkes
the Ch'urch porceptible,

Tuther!s final critique of the radicsl conception of the Church
concerns its holiness. The rad!.ca‘.'.sl gathered only those whe could be
shown to be saintzs, They did not perceive that the saints are hidden'!*l
and that oniy in love can simmers be calied “sai.nts."‘l:'z ' To 2llow
experience and piety to occupy a determinstive vosition is to xob the
liorpel of its rightful dominion in the Ghl.lz'::h.!"3 The Church becomes
holy, said Tuther, "shen the Holy Soirit gives people faith in Chr-i.st."u"
The holinesz of the Church consists "in the Voxd of Cod and true
i‘uith,“hf' znd doos mot at 217 depend on the holiness of the membors of
the Church.*® The Church has an slien holiness coming to it through
the Gospel, the holinese of Cari ¢, Tence Iuther emphasizes repaatedly
thot forgiveners of sins s tho chief activity going on in the Curen, 7
for thig is God acting through the ¥ord of the Gospel to moke the Ckureh
holy,

Lgainet this presemtation of Iuther's ecclesiology it hre sometincs

"“"13_)_'.1_:1., Pe 239,

¥2101d., p. 240,

I}BCrrlaon. one Glte, Pe 129,
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been urged thot he, ton, conceived of a small, gethored Church of tive
believers, an ecclagsiola in gcclesia. It is true thet in the nroface
to the Deutiche Yessze Tuther considered such & rossibility.*® Dut he
was very reluctant te corry it into practice, even when ko had a chance
to do so in llesae thut seme year (1526) ."9 It was too sectarian for
hiw, says lzckimmon .50 and after 1527 the suggestion disappearsd alto-
gother,*l The radic:ls, with their idea of immediate revelation,

. claimed to be able to dinstinguish the saints from other mon. But

according to Juther "it is both impossibtle and wrong to zitempt to
vick cut in the church a group of peonle who have faith, as ggainst
others who are theught not to have it, n52 Iyther's view of the Church
is relatod throughout to a use of Law and Cospel which is both theocen-

tric and cvangelicel,
Christi=n Fiety

The ploty of Tvemgelical Raodicalism regted on a legal fremeviorks

The radicsls were nob so much oppossd to the motivation for holy works |

within the Roman Cimrch as to the fect that not onough holy works were
boing done., In the last analysis the rediccle had mothing with which

B T Tuther, "The Corran Hasc and Oxder of Fervice, 1526,"
orks of uarkin Tuther, trenslcted from the German by A, Steidle
Z%i hladelphiatr Suhlenberg Fress, €.1932), VI, 173+ -

ou. n. ¥remr, The Theology of Martin Iuther (Tondon: James Clarke
and Co., Itd., 19""7)l e 135,
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to oppose lome other than wore human worke done on the same legel
besis.?® The redical view of plety wee thoroughly legel .5"' Yuenzer's
c::'iti.ci.s:". of Iuther wae that hie reform wns not producing enough re-
sults .55 The Fnglish radicels slaced almost their entire religious
crphasis on obeying the demands of God,.civil rightecusnsss, end the

o . L] - -n { L) -~
ethic of the Sermon on the .-uun_t.s" The radiczl ordo salutis was built

on the view that mortification of the flesh wos a task which man hed
to perform in order to merit the presence of ths Spirit, The radicals
were in rathor substantisl agreement with the Homan Catholic doctrine
of the froedon of the will and the necessity of eamning selvation as
a 1‘@:—:22‘&.5? The viety of the radicals involved three chief charactoris-
tics: the imditation of Christs the Sermon on the Mount 25 the norm for
21l humen relotionehips; and piety as a process of gradual transfoma-
tion and progress toward perfection.

Tmitation of Christ wme of the essence of redical religion and
plety.5® Their concarn wes with the carthly life of Christ, with the
ideal of Chyict.?) Ho was the great prophet and tescher of a new

rightcousness, a myth (in the sonce thet His life wms to be typicel of

53%einhold Seeborg, 92. ity P. 275,
5M1Gaerort, ops Gitss Do 1054
551011, 9ue Chbes De 426

56;_@-;.. poe B0 £,

5% cuman, gp. git., PDs 153 £f,
58?.-ender, ﬁ. cite, 15. 22, ;
595yentor, op. Clte, pe 127 £,
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universel human experienco) and a symool,C tis 1ife and desth wers
suprene manilesiations of divine love to which mon h-og the capacity
and necosgity te conform, Christ's surpoze was to show us how to
suifer rother than to save us by mlffeﬁn.g for us, Hons Tioncl stoted,;
"Chrict has fnlfilled the low, rot to free us fyom it, but to shoir us
by Hig esmurmle how to oboy it." 2

In radic:l pioty the Sermon on. the Mount became the norm for every
human relationships It scemed to be most expressive of tie chorzcter
of Christls 1 =:1qet:,'.5"’- -Hence 1%s pracepts were made incumbent upon all
Christions, D Hony rodicsls thought of them as laws to bo enforced
by the zccwlor govermment,# Thus Cod's kingdom wes to be established
on nart.‘.f:.‘fs

In hermony with o view of vevélation based on experisnce uas the
redicnd concent of nicty based on erperiencc, Tlety was measured by
the degreo to which a man hed mortilied the flesh. Faith vas regarded

os o grost transforming procecs to bring a person into conformity with
Chri.-.-t.'ss Tndced, the imner transformation of the individual was the

Cppacn Secbers, on. cit., pe €7
Clyackinron, 0n. Cites Do %50
623ender. ob. cite, Pe 2Ls
ejmemn, ope cit., ppe 153 £L,
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G5nyeren, on. gike, o 304
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purpoce of the imitation of Christ.? This led, in many instances,
to goe sort of ;:ers'.'e-:ctior-l.m.ég

Tho radicnl view of plety involved a lessl motivation, regarded
the wori: of Christ as on exurnle, set up tho Serson on the Hount as
the basis for all humon reiastionships, and nado the inmer experience
of trangiomistion the moasure of plety. The framowork waz legal and
anthropocentric throughout--and received criticlem from Iuther for
that rezzon, A4s in tha other arcas of conflict the plety of the
redicals wan ornosad to the whole structure of his thoology.

Iuther's opsosition to the radicals centered in the basic relation
of man to God. The relationship ic absolute, There is mo graducl
precess of iwprovenient by which e men can merit the experience ol the
Upirit, by which he mortifiss the floeh and becomss more Mgraritual,”
The total mm spurt fron £aith in Chri-t is under the judgment and con-
dermation of Cod, The total men in Christ is regorded a5 righteons.
Righteousnese is a view of Cod, not an cxvorience of men. Only Cod
secs the whole mew men behind the whole old man.’® he righteousness
of o man before God is olways an alien righteousness. an nay oxper-

ience i%, btub it does mot bolong to Iﬂm.ﬂ‘ ftove all ke darc not

£
"71?-ender. ope cite, . 22.

68ronald o, B (Fens Yorks Oxford University Press,
onald ¥nox, Epthusiagn (New Xork:
€.195C), P. 135, E'iee algo Feinrich Bornkemn, "fcuszerer und innerer
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Bornkams (Ciessen: Verlag von Alfred Toopelmsnn, 1932), pp. 107 11,
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belicve it beesuse ho experionces it, but rather becsuze it comes fron
God, 7%

The Lusis of the slicn rightesucness is the redemptive activity
of Christ, Inther's determined gttack on lidtation plety aroso bocause
Christ mmst be more thon myth and symbol. ¥hat ile did was done in
rolation to God for our redemption,’- .Tn T Cod was acting to save

uge The imitation pdoby is really an attack on the Trinity, on itke

doity of Chrigt, for it limits the scope of His voriz, ¢ The essence
of foith ie not, us Tenck says, to become 1ike Christ; it is rathar
man in £1izht auey from 211 hle own works to Christ, to the Spirit, to
grace, 0

Alien wighteousncss, the presence of the Spirit, involves morti-
fication and the expulsion of sing but this is slways the work of the
Spirit, not the work of our increasing maty.% The presence of Christ
necesssrily means on atteck on sin; but this attack on sin, the struggle

agrinet the old mon, is carried on by the SrArit.’! And the sin to be

exvelled i the total old man,’C the ego which seels to supplant God. 7Y

Pneinhold Sesberg, ons Cit., Pe 225
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The expulsion of sin is not an "evolution of our indwelling religious
and.moral strengih by which the meaner tendencies in us are being
checked;" but a daily repetition in us of Christ's death and resur-
I‘BGtiGn.E':c It is Christ being daily victorious in vs. L

Redemption slweys means ethicel actiong but the point over which
Iuther is here concerncd is mot the nature of the action so much as
the motivation, Ho raopawds thq Sexrmon on the Mount as a disposition
rather then a co'c.i” The radicsls, by trying to make it the norm for
all human relstionships, have not only lost sight of reality but are
guilty of turning the Gospel into I.“.93 The Spirit's work in mon is
not complete until it includes the performance of vorks of love.a'"
But the motivntion for works of love is the indwelling Chrirt, not the
exenplary Ch rict.f9 It is the Spirit's work when ve conforn to Crrist,
Henee, the regimatio zd infermum of imitation piety is not a proof
that man is now ready to receive the Spirit but an indication that the
Spirit is slvesdy presert ard at work.C6

Tuther could come to terms with reality precisely beccusze he

realized thet picty centers in the Cospel rather then the Iaw and that

orenter, gn. git., Pe 225
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man's relationship to Cod is determined by forgivemess rather than
mo'::ﬂii‘.}'. He gave much ethical advice which sesms shocking., He
never claimed that Codls law could be set asido; but es a resiist :
he recognized the vast complications which are created by sin, Cften
the best ono con do in any situstion irvolves sin, In such situations
Iuthay affimaed that sin conld be cured not by following correctly a
mecept of the Low but iy hoaring the Cospel word of forg'!vemss.t??

Again Tuthor represented a thoroughly theocentric and evangellezl
viowoint over apgainst one that wee legol and anthropocentric, His
conflict writh ’»i‘.-mngel"_c:a.'l.ﬁndicalian involved & fundamental difference

in terng of law end Gospel,

£
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CHAPTER V

THE PROZLE OF RELATIONSHIP

/‘-
74 In a discuszion of the relationship between Luther and FEvangelical
Radicalism o problem arises concorning the nature and origin of that

v 3‘ relotionship, It is asserted that the reform=tion sects arvse as a

A -_-.\._ ,!!‘-'-f!:;:'

,-‘: logical and inevitable outgrowth of the work of Iuther, that they

{ simply corried out principles for which Iuther had laid the foundation,
thot the sects arc of the same essence as the Iathsran movement--per-

haps just @ bit intemsified, Hsgr. Ronald Fnox claims that the pre-

reforeation sectarion movements wore "fresks of religious history,”

1,

thet sectorianisu did not really como into its own until the Reformation.
The peformers really did not know thoir owh genius or they would have
been more symputhetic to the radiccls.? Iuther and the radicsls are
g0 much of the same essence, accoxding to Maximin Plette, ti:::tfb!-e:\.r \
conflict really involved nothing more then rivalry for 1eadersh:‘-.fy
the movement.’ oL

The radiczls themselves ciaimed to be completing vhat ILuther
hed begu.? They felt that the reformers had surrendeved thelr

Inonala ¥nox, Botimglosn (New York: Oxford University Press,
€.1950), p. %.

2Tbid., pp. 130 £

Siaximdn Fiette, John Vesley in the Evolution of Erotogtantism,
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Iitard Toll, "Tuther und die Schaemmer," Gesammelto %
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original rurpose. The Jnabaptizto claimed to have rotaived this ori-
ginal vision, enlurged it, given it body and form, and set out to
achiove it in actusl experience,” Both John lorseh® and 4. Hi Tewman
are in agreewent with these claims, Fewman has written that
the Anti-nodobaptist movement was little more tham a consistent
carrying out of the principles thot lay at the basis of Iutheran-
iem and Zuinglinnigm, both of which, repudiating tradition and all
humen authority, made ths Bitle the onl}' rule of faith and prac-
tice and aimed at the restoration of gvangelicel Christianity in
jts primitive and wadultersted form.7
Even Mackinuon declarcd thet the sectarians "developed in a more radi-
cal direction the evengelicel teaching of Tuther and Zwingl .8
Towever, Youman hasg "u{‘woeted that unrhans the sects have most
in common with certain types of medieval siety. They represented "the
best in medicval evangelical thought."’ Hany Daptist and Henmonite
histordans tiuce the socts of the Reformation back to medieval sec-
tardian :.'.ove.racnt..»,lg while Lieinhold Seeberg links them with the pioty

of the mystics snd ascetics.” 11 75 view of the conflict that exlsted

SHlarold S. Bender, "The Ansbaptiet Vision," Clurch Hlgtory, YIil
(Harch, 1544), 20-12.

650‘1‘1 Horsch, lennonites _iggm {Scottdale, Pemnsylvenias:
Hermondte Fubl .mhinh fiouse, c.191|-2 28 £,

“Mbert Fenry lewsan,  Eamal of Cmrch L (Friledelphias
The dnerican Jmti.st Puniication Society, c.1931), II, 151.
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Green and Co., 1929), IV 39-
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this last suggestion scoms to have wmerit, 4 fundamemtal difference

was apparent in the theologlesl comporison, It would seem that the
radicals had affinitios with mystic doctrine and ascetic nractice that
would nlaco them closer to Fome then to Iuther,

There secn to be lorge areas é:r s-imil:arit:-' betvween the radicals
and the medieval mystics, Doth hoped for immediate exverience of (io»:?‘_.'-‘-2
Both cxvected o achicve this experience by mortificstion of the flesh
end locked for a2 coming of the Spirit as 2 result of their piecty.
Fowever, it has been asserted th:t Iuther, too, was closely related

%o mysticism, and that the radicals could have derived thelr mystical

tendencios divectly from l'dzl.l?' It is true that Iuther twice, in '1516
and agein in 1512, ilssued editions of the Theologla Gaymanica and thot
ho erpressed warn admiration for Johann 'l‘amler.ll" However, what he
found helpful in them s not the mystical way to God, but a discussion
of intcrnal tribulation, the sense of sore oppression, distress, fear
and unrest, the comolete despalr which.precedea regenerztion and re-
virth.® iie had tried the mystical wny to Cod, the ladder which w=s

to lead to the rude majesty of God; and be found thet any attempt to
approach the deus mudus epert from the deus incsrnetus led to despeir

12”11:1:111: Hatson, Let Ood bo God (Philedelphia: Yuhlenberg Fross,
19%)' v’. 9 { ]

133‘331'::1'..-':.11, op. cit., op. 4€ £,

151 h Boclmer .ﬂhg_rmsb_&ﬂ%ﬁﬁ-ﬂsm‘ﬁ ) trang-
lated ﬂﬁn?hg Qemidn by Cexl ¥, luth, Jre (New York: Tﬁ%ﬁian

lorald, c,1516), p. 10k
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and destmction.lﬁ Tuther may have used mystic temms, but he had
completely rojected the mystic systemdl” The whole structure of his
theology was in vevolt egalnst mystic piet;v.la .The relationship bo-
ween the radicals and the mystics does not pass through Iuther. The
contimity is more direct,

Bender reports #lbrecht Ritschl's npinion about the similaritics
betveen the radicals and wedieval asc-etic piat.y.w They were concerned
about solf-demizl,?C about "dying to the wordd;"?L and they insisted
upon geparation of the believers from the ungod!.;,r.22 They were Com-
mitted o the privciples of simplicity, poverty, sobriety and meelmes.gs
The expression of the monastic ideal in Protestantism was left to the
radicals without support from I.-uthe_r.al" He was in complete disogree=-

ment with monestic ;:ie'b,v.zs The ideal of geparation was to hinm

161h3d,, pp. 95 T

17Rezin Frenter Soiritus Crestor, trenslated from the Danish by
Jdohn 1. Jonsen (i‘hilz.ldalphia: he ¥uhlenberg Fress, €.1953), Pe 9.
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"z devilish advice against the two great comandmonts. 26 TIn this

area alsc the radicols seemed closer to Rome than to Tuther.

The theological conflict between Iather and the radicals high-
lighted the funcamental difference in their approach to reform.: The
chief concern of the radiczls was morel and ethical.?? They were
ottenpting to obscrve literally the commandmonts of Jesus and to
follow his ex:mpie.?l If the Roman Ohurch had improved its morels
they might not heve found it too difficult to return,?? Iuther's
concern, on the other hand, was roligious rather than moral. The
besic diffcrence between Tuther and the radicels cen be illustrated
by their views on the intiChrist, The radicals idemtified specific
popes ce Sntichrict on moral and ethical grounds, ILuther declared _
thet even the most exemplary ropes were intichrist because the wkole
institution they represented was veliglously opposed to Christ.30
The outlo~l of the sectarion rodicals, 1ike that of the pepacy, was
basically snthropocentric; while Tuther's religious thought mf theo-
contric. Thme Iuther cowld cicoriate both the Noman Courch and redi-

cals on the same ,-_::w:‘undso.s‘1 The sccetarizn concept of rebaptism, he

a‘ls‘.’msewed Srith and Pereival Gallinger, tranglators and editors,
Conversations with Juther (Hew York: The Pilgrim Press, c.1915), P. 153.
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said, zlaced them right back in the Roman religlon of works.o2

The fundamental difforence botwecr Iuthor and the radicals in
thelr approach to reform had i%c practical consequences. The radicsls
stood close to .rasmus in their attempt to reoristinate the Christianity
of the Now Tectoment, - Thelr emphasis on oxtemals, on iconoclasm, on
the ethics of the Sermon on the Noumt, on tha imitation of Christ, were
the result of their failure to attempt a religious and theological

reform, Iuther, having stiacked the Roman theological structure =t its

_roat, could nroperly evaluate the heritage and the treditionm in which

h: stood. fe did not attempt a renristination of Iew Testument Chris-

ot

tianity. iz whole reformation was essentially conservotive.Js

Thug, in opito of the fact that the radicals were farther from
Rome thzn Tuther with regard to external rites, thelr theclogical
position and thelir piety vlaces t‘*a:n close to Fome.and vnited with
flome in opoosition to the re'.‘..il;';ious thought of Tuther. Theologically
Rome and the radicsls were anthropocentric end legale. Iuther's theology

wac theocentric and cvangelical., The rolationship between Iuther and

ﬂ'." =
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the radicnis scems to have been casmal and :s‘.m's:r..'.‘:'uc:l.:;‘.l..:li"6 The rela-
tionship beticen lomon Catholici.sm and Pvangelical Radicalism was basi-
cally close ¢nd deep; for as Tather himself obzerved: "Tho papacy

gleo iz nothing but sheer onthusi sm."}?
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