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2'J 
and Fi:i•st Peter .:'l::re tl e :reel he3rt o!" the Bible. 46 ttll ot this io 

indic:liti,·c ::-nd ,toocriptive ot tutl1or•u nme11 attitudo tow.m:1 '='crlpture. 

X.u.ther 1 s "f reon Q·~titudo t-xis possible just because he r:u'anit~ to 

the a\\t!101·lty of the Oiola.
1
;.7 In bts vhole-he~rt.ed submimrion ho dis­

covered th:lt t he Uiblc w:·i:3 tho bem-ar of def5'n'1te content. 4a lt WM 

not m:other l m<1 bnolc. Its cont~nt 1:os Chr:tst, the Gosr,:."' , the t'o1-gi•1e­

ne:.s of e:i.:ns, am! all that is rel~tocl to t;,e~. 49 Thie boc..ima decieivo 

";you !UJ.v~ rightl~., Gl'aspod a I,a;t.h2ran idoa until you bavo succ:eeclod 

in r ed,.lci nt~ :1.-;:. to n simple corollnry of tl~ fort;iv~ne~s of sins. aSO 

Bocnu ,-o Cll1"iot is t he rr.assar,:e :i,'!Cl Lord or the r-'crlpturen proolerns 

of hi~to~ • and ch110nolom, r.w.ke no df.rte:rcmce, Christ is the pnr.ciple 

1·- ' �~� ,._ • 1 �~� d~ . "'i' un:s.c11 IJOo :o are .,u 6 ...... , 

D: .• -:J.nna stia'1L'i'.Eh"1 ollo rochtachaf!ene heillgo uUcther ubereinu, dasz 
::,i e o:tlcs:~1r.pt Cbri&t.'UJII predigen und treiben. uch ist <fas der 
l"8Cbtc l2roef'cst.ein al.l.e Buechor zu tndeln, trenn !IUln nebet, ob 
si e Chr-lt--t.ur., ti-et bcm oder nicht, Gintcil:cl allo 5ch1~ft Ch1·istum 
zei.get, RoPI. :, ( v. 2l,) , ,mcl S. P&Ulus nichts dom: Chrt~tum 
,;-:issen ,.ill, · I t;oii.nth. 2. (v. 2.). t:aa Chrio"..um nicht l ehr-3t, cJao 
5:t. noch nicht apcurtoliach, 'h-enns ge1-1cb s. Patras oder Paulus 
loh:rcte. ~~ederumb, tmo Cbristu::. prediget, das waere ~stclisch, 
i ;onr,s selich Judas, H2nnas,. '!'Ur.:tus m1d Bo1"0tles th:lot. 

46aeinbold See'bsrg, 22• mi•, P• 300, 

47,·a.thaus, 22• ~, PP• l46-lll9, 

48i.toll, .sm,, s1• 1 p, lfl.JS. 

119~hllip ~-1.atson~ 1.G. Se&. i. 9oj (Ml1lodel.!'bia: I-1uhlonbera 'Pre!'JS1 

.1911-9) ' pp. 149-152. . 

SO:n,,;-4.... P• 26. 

Slz~rt~n Inther, •vo1-redo auf' die ~eln s: Jrumbi mad Judu!" 
�~� i·t-111;\p. !utiJcii:'r ,emm,+Jicho �~� (Erle~• 'lcrla~ van tlejder c,~ 

Z'im!TJ:>r, l.8,54) 1 n:III, 1.5C--l57. 
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li!.tb tr.io p?-:3.nc:lpl e :iutbf:1• hr-:d ~ freedom and c certainty which tho 

radicals could no·t lu:::ve. It ·uas troodor-i and certainty in tho C',ospc,1. 

He, too, ocl.iovcd that there 'Has an inner wltneos ot the Spirit; but 

the Spirit trltnos~.es to· tho Ooapel by wrl:ing i'aitb in the beart.52 

The ,dtne::is of the ~ irit mu.st. comt{ throueh the Diblo in order that . 

the 'Hitness be not .f1'Q!:. 01.1r a"-n sp1r-i~. Thoro is no 112.l' around tbe 
~ 

r:crip,tu1~s; but in ou'b::d.osion to the rcnpt.ures one 1"1."'ld!J Chrl.:;t. 

Ther.e the Spirit 1s 'l\1>*-:1.ng and active to gi.ve us faith.5' 

lu·i-.l·..ek .. ,o rDverecl of tho 1•adical viEllf of the Bible sot the I.aw 

and Go .. pel S.n a new ~erspcctivo in relation to the lfiblo. 'rho treedaro. 

oi t ho redicw.:.; rorJ.ly was no rreedo.mr. I .t z-.erely produced e "t-J1rse 

ler;ru.is::1. Luther's submission to t crl!)turo waa the t-18)· to n:,:;u i'ree"!" 

d0".:1.1 to fl'iledoni in tho Go3!)Cl. :tt io im~rt:mt to rana,:ber tha.t this 

i'recdo:~ 1ffls not f .. n.u or arbitra1")'• tuthe1•1s nw ·1-1as diclect.10., ,a 

conat:.;.~t r:.ovi!lg book and i'orth :CrQ:\ sub::d.ssion .to freedom 3!Ki back to 

mihn1~,:;ion eg.ain. ' :J.way& he :re-miald.tted bia j'Dd(Plents to Scn.1tt.ure. 

The Won! is of such a JW.tu:ro that 't.'B ca·:eever t a t?lori it-. next to the 

light i& '1. depth 1-mich no- conl:8pt can pane~;-ate. On earth the Chrls­

ti~n is a!.,~s 11on. tne ~," always involved 1n 'botn Oehorsam lDJ4 

Frpibm,t.54 

52Hc>ll• 22.• cit •. .- P• Z::5(). 

53J\l.thsus, sm,. mi•• ·pp,. 11~ t, 

. 541o1c1 •• PP• i46-a50 •. 
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'l'ho ther~loftic.:::t conrli~ involvi."!B the unc ot tho Bible bed 1 ts 

roots in a. cor:.t':t~ct ,•thich was ll!V'Bn Jl!Ol'e· bacic•. Tho uce of Im; and 

Gospol t:?ker; o:~ c:i~cinl im.•ortance when· W' ~sk t,.cn, Ood cmtors into 

. :a.-ol.c.tionS4"li-:,1 1·:ith men. Both Iuthor mid ·the r.idicels ~-oro concomed 

about t.h:!.c que:;tion, und tl\eir cnS1t<el'E involve the mst vital area 

or Ch1~st:ian thouent. 

f.lv::mt5e.1ic~J. R~dicelim operated on the :,asia or a 1'mdRII\Ol1tal 

c'tualis-11 in t,hc :relation oGt-;.."CJen naoh and Sl,.-~-1.t. Carlstadt believed 

that t i'!o £'lesh could not col1'1oy the spirit, that the ph:,sical was an 

1."lfl')3d it.ent z·athe!' th::.n an aid to the spir:l.~al. SS ?-'"aenzer he.1.d a 

simU ... :r v-lm~, con:..1.den.nr:; the- ~ble 11 hind111noo to tbe Spirtt-.56 

l uth<-ir's 01i1!)he.sis on GJ.-tornel means mwsed his b1tt('r oppoaition.57 

l,cc01--d111::; to t he ·adict'1s, it ~£- or· the essence ot tbs Spirit to 

belons to t.be invis1b'J.o 1.;orld. !fe -uas placed in sharp contrast to 

cl.l ·t M.nzs visio'J.o. Ta.1d.ng Jolm 6:6::, (the neah i!S of no avail) as 

their cue t he~r e:;:presscd dist.rut tor everything out1-mrd and bodny.58
. 

Thie ducliG.--i _od the radicalE to look for intemal e>"P"'l'iOl'lce a.part 

asse1--ted that tiie eT.,Perlonce of Ood ~a tro:-, the dept.ho oE our ~-n 

55Da1nton, :lb!. ~efo:gmstion tll. .tlli. SL....tgenth Centur;v, P• 6S. 

S6rio11. sm. •. sn •. , !>• 428. 

S?!eisl.. 1 p. Z..'36. 

58,renter, SU!• ~ .. , P• 114, 



26 
r.:9 . heart .:J Tha·i r;:o:::t of tho radicals fo110"Ji8d this view has been pre-

viously clenom-;trnted. 

Da:;:l.ca1 :i y t r o radical doctrine of' the sm!g, plutis was conplet el:y 

enth,'O-pocei1tli.c., The re.d:l.cals boliev,ed thnt the relotionsbip bet~•.eon 

1nnn and Cod v12a e~·t:1blisbed by man. lie hod to propt1re hmself through 
., 

r.ortific. t.ion of t he f'lech for the Gl~,ertencc ot the ,;:pirtt.fO 'l'h1s 

baliGf r..ti.de t r.a 5¢.1"1,t not tho source of mrtif'ioe.t:lon, but its ei:tect., 

The 3P-11·•:1:t becr.:?r,e the en,,~ or 1,iety and tlie rm-rard ot the t10r.I.ect. Gl 

In oi"'!'ect :l.t me.·n!s a return to the religion oi lau, to the "honvenly 

l ~dde1·a11 o:l ·t;,a !-'1iddle ,gos~ G2 Tho Gospel loot t,lll. redemptive ei(,'l'lli'i­

cance . The l i i'e of Chr5.:-.;t bocsr..o an e.llt,59r:,, an ·e,un,-,:p].o of w'h:at 1!31Z°t 

h:£•.lpen to c::::cl". pe1·s· rs i1' he is to ccbieve the a1nne1· er.perlcnco.1163 

The s~c:1•.ar,~ents ·were, £01• the ;.o:!dicEls, r.ot means by which God. deals 

l'i'itJ, r,:en out s:t~ns tl1e.t men bad m.Tived :rt n certain mral goa.1 •. fior 

tl1ie r easo:1 t he :!.', die.ale in generol. rejected intent Baptism. Only 

edults could -::,e bapti7..ed b3c~uoo or.ly adults could have li\Orti..f'ied the 

i'leeh and r0ce:l.ved tho "sr,d1-:t.t 11
11G4 ?lot only tJ,,o my to God was con­

ceived i :n ant.hl'Opocentrlc tems, but tho goal. or aA].,,ation ,-1es s1Dilarl7 

anth .. 10poc:Emtr:tc. God beca.'118 a means to the goal of Zi'.an•s cn-m salv:,:tion-

59uoi~ .• mi. cit., P· '"30. 

60~ •• p. 1i3s • . 

C:il.Prenter, sm,. ~•, PP.• 2,52 ff. 

~ 'atson, ~. s2JL• , P• 94. 
6' s~:tnt.on, 7JJ1 Mormrtion 5li: ~ sa-t,·gnth cpmcury~ P• 124• 

6'fi1.1c1nnnon • sm• s.l• , . IV, ~ £, 



2 goal no lees eeocentric than U' mat: oo'!lght lk.cl tor ir~tfJrlt.1 eain. 65 

r ihen nw.n oper ator:; in tomE: ot t:iw, i!lnch individual. is "on liis et.-n step 

on tho ladde1.~ towa1-d C..tod. 11 Cln.i.otianity boco:::eo scx:iet.~1.nc "for z::e 

11 tz6 . , • oncy·. ln ~nc -r.0U1.l. mdic~ vietf follcnmhip 14th God was dapondent. 

on riJan ' s c.chio-,1 e.~umt and -;.ms CK>Uglit for ii18.TI • s cn--n er.de. God ,,:as t ha 

tieainot t M.s vi~1 i:Ut~r di1-ected his en tic5.mr. based on a concept. 

ol t he ~ mY,ut-i.~1 a'l'ld the relr:.tion bet"Ueon tJ.och mid Spirit ,-Ji,.ich ho 

bed d eva.1.opod long be.fo:..'9 the co: fl.let t.i.th l!vanf,'elicol. P.adicel~ m. 6? 

l utbr .. 1~•.s ba:Jic c:i.'i.tic:lma concerned tt1e nature of tke inner c:~cmtenco. 

Acco1·cli:1~ to i-:uouzor this i."lMr ~nonce wan Oonpel, a token t.h:1.t 

'"=od ~..,cl.ly oY.istod and thr.t He iras relati~ l'fw.udlf' to f.um. GS· ! utbor, 

too, :me:~1 an itmGl' a~1-ienco1 bat it we.snot Gospel. It did not 1·£A•aal 

a "dSv-lnn l"Crimmt., n and "innel· lie}lt." It 1wealed 01117 tl:e comm.Uon 

of :in ar;i.1 ,·rll1 . 69 T!1G1"'e is an inno1· GlCP&rionc:e of God', but it 1c God 

\lnve:llac:. 1'he s, 1r:1.t io pi•e!JC!lnt Q:!; ~ ~. :n, God ~3>Qrt frw. Chri~t, 

as Dq11s ~-70 This is n te1T1ble e,:porienee. Those who opeak or 

t1-ansportat:ion to the third heaven, 1ii1o atnlkod to tt.e hizh majeaty of 

6&:. - t -:ic:: 
-':.~3 con, S?n• ~•• P• ~J, 

G~'1"Gnter, 911• ~.,, P• 261. 

6?:rrente19 , ml• 5121. , pp. 101 ff. and 205-224. 

68&1,.nton, Dg:..-id is!ia, pp. 6-8. Poll, sm,. cit., P• l;1+7. 

931,dol:ch i{oeber!e, It& SJll4 '2J: igUnefB, translcted fra:,. the 
Oemen by John c. Mattes- (1·'8.nno&OOlla: l,upb\lrg Publishing Hou .. .e, 19:,8) • 
p. :,7. 

70:rrenter, m- sl, I PP• 216 and 260. 
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Cod l.ike a shoC11ekei·'c a!)l>i-entice, n h"iVe not really e•r1enced C-od. 

Apart 1'1"0:r. ~ln.""3.cit Ile io ~ consum111g ti1'8. 71 Ood in Ilia 1'.ude mjeaty 

::s t,mtor letj,n b11..'1ga man to tl\e a• ,ss of (lespm.r, to ,lea.th and deo­

truc-tion . 72 This i8 not Eim!ilY part. of a p~101".0loetcel development 

iri1icn l e:?.do to ~cmc·t.hin['& bettc1·1 not a nez~tivc role in. a S9Dthodo. 

Inner e:i:-pa:rience b:."l nt:s t b: einn01'" face to race 1dth the I!Jlsll mg.fofltas, 

~nd tr.!l,t r.mans nothing less tlmn holl and d02th. "The -path 1-11!.ich leads 

from he' c ia ea.1-1cd resul."?'ection.:11' 

Because 0£ hio oi-m temble inner cmpei"'ience luthl)r .ati'ir...s that. 

i-1llen Ood J~e-"oaJ.s Wl!1Selt Uo not only ,d,Qa uEO meona1 but f?e r,ni::t. In 

oppos1:M.01: to the rsdi.ca1r; 1 olniln t.Ji~t they hlld had an ~er.Lenee of 

Got. t.l::: t 'osprr.J. a1, · J.' t fro:: outwa1'Cl r.1<£anu Iutba~ assorted th3t C-od confrontu 

uc cs Co~-p~l ol"J.y through p~c.-eding outmnrd meanu. God 8has detomined 

to eive t he int•:a1-d ~ 11-t to no :i:!ml o:«:ept t.'lrough the ouward part. a74 

i:aod docs not· docl. 1t.~th us othon."5.se than tbroug.'1 the spoken \lord and 

Sacraments. :i'75 110od ha.s :from the be&;5.nnins -ot tho '-"Orld dealt with 

al:!. t he a:.dnts throueh Bis \\'ord. 1 and has Given alone Yith t'ho eimne, 

e:..tcl'l'!:!l si@lS ~f r:race. n76 1-!itl1 ~temonts 1:!.ke those Iutlt.er rejected 

t he dual1911 ·which ~epamted 11fleoh11 end 0sr;d.rit.• The Incomati.011 

?l.Bai ntor.1 llgm I~. !>• 208. 

'12neinhold ,1eeborg, 22• S11•• P• 2'(). 

?J1,nmto1·, sm,. ·.9.2.1., P• 219. 

74neinhold t:eabcrg, Slll• S?.ll.•, P• 280, 

?.S!uthor, "Sr..alcald Art~clos, 11 P• 49"/. 

7q-i&tson1 al?• ~., P• 161. 
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aboJ::1.nhod f'o1-ever such a ee~:l~ \t'ion. ?:'l T:uther re-affimed t:-c ,Npi:bg 

r.pnn,;s ini'~:ni'M ririnc~l'.lle, i'or C-od docrnitalte ttoe ot elor..onts o.t this 

t-X>.:>lcl and its hist.01""3 in o%'d.er to ·::encb motril(l Tho Retonction vns 

n ve1!m.ont denial oi ovnr:, a.tta'lnpt at spir.\.tuoliu:U.on of the Chi~"itian 

£:dth :.md Go::rpo'..1. . Ood QJ.1-.•nyc ccnos to t lall th1"0U3h r.:ea-r.a-. ?9 

Cnly l!iddo:.i behincl t.he veil of the sien oE revelntion is it pos­
sible for Ooci-1;itl:out cea8ing in tha -00.lei;t ~enso to bo Ood--to 
be pe?:oOI'!a. 1y am trilly present ,-dth ·us. The sit.in or revelntion 
i s t herof'o1,a not~ so:r.etJdng in adclition toe t ?le Oo3P01 but it is 
-~h'l C'10:.:.-nel. 1 t."'e.1£ in the· actualized tom. ~o 

ie an :tt te::~pt or t l:-e de,.rU see!dng to render God1s aalv«t'!on inot'tec-

"-1 ·t,.vo i o'J:.• us. - Christ's lmz~nity•is ~1e one uay by 'hi1ich Ootl is able 

to co:.ie ,-rlt h lti'e ·and comfort. /,nd the means of Gr~ce--baptism~ the 

Lord I s :i:ur,pe,.•, t ho yerbgm yoqa1e ot proacbii:g-balong to that l1UManity • .. 
· . 82 Tbe;y are alJ. tba one place ,!here Ood is redemr,tivcly pre~nt 'for us .• · 

In luther'E mm .-:ordst "Obrist io ot no benefit to thee and thou canst 

???renter, sm,. cit., P• 273,. 

781t1"em11, Q!l• cit., P• 52. 

'79Anders ?.iygrmi, editor, ll4fa. J&L~. CJfu1-ch, tr:anslated i'ror.1 the 
Swedish bg Cerl c. ltasmssen ('!'hlladalphia1 !-i'Uhlenberg 'Press, c.1952), 
i>• 241 •• . 

80Prel'iteri ml• ~ •• P• 264. 

61~., P• 220., 

F.2Ibide, !) • 288. 
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noi; !(1'!.0l1 anything about hiii~, unlosa ~ m!1t, Ma 2.D.tQ. !i91"Sll. t~t thou 

Jita1est hoar and tbus lcm.'"n to knou him. n63 

Luthor lV.,.ers-::1 t he m.g_ pi uti,g of tho radicals by acserting thnt 

God deals ,.Jit h us t mm.rcrzy only tbrourdl preced:l:ng outv:n'd P.emJG. 

J:iocauEo of thio ho ll:?S .r,J.so .able to ~erae thoir antbropocantt'i.c ~ 

of snl. v:tt i on. Tlla e:;-.-torqal u-:04ns ot rev-al.ntion are · a'.bmyo mans ot 

God • c a.::-1 cr oo:::l.i:[. . C.'od. is. not God where ou1• fiigbty ~ts or uorks 

ud.a:ht decide ·i:.o pl~co ll'im. !le i s to be found in the concrete outlr.ml 

sitns 1-iilich ito Himsolf lw.o ·chosen, ao Luther sayss 

[ C-od] i s ~-ver-Jt.ilei'e, but lie does not closiro tl:mt ,au s110Uld seek 
Hi.ti evo::..~;h01.·o but orJ.y true1'e tbo 1~'ord io. ar1"e :lt :you seek 
'iti m you ldll truly find, y,.i;,melJ in the 1·:0rd. · 

"Xhio i"CVcr .:ros the anthn>pocentric vie\': ot the z:adic:lls because it 

bloc!.:.: t>.l:I. 0".:!1' cnm -;iays to God and leavei:I o,PGn only Hi~ ,~y to us. 8S ., 
Bas ic t.o J',uther 's ·whole thooloBY b tlie concept that the ,nq to .fe'l!o-.-."­

shi : wl'i:.h Gotl is not our l•:ay to ~ i""Ut Ood I a ,-;ay to uo. e6 Ood 

-ulll not h::.ve theo thus a~aond, but no comP.s to thee and has z:iade 
a l a.drler, a • .-ay und a br.l.dga to thee. • • • lfe comes to us a."ld t:e 
do not first mount up to 1-.eawn to lib:, but. Ho eenda His Son down 
i nto ·t he n esh. • • • Jle s!)ealts: This 1-J87, brother, 0The Fatt.er 1.s 
in I:io, and I in t he l1'athor;i: keep thi~ eyos .f'L'"t8d on ~!e, thrbug11 
l•zy h'Wll3nity is the 1:ay to the i ct.°'ler. 

~·renter describtis l utbcr1s 2.m2, el,ut,.g as found 1.n the "l>eutero­

noii?ion i!csi CUJU 1:.nnota.tionib11s8 0£ 1525. 'nle Spirit C<'?".i'ronts ue as 

8JRe1nho:J.d Sec,berg, 22• s1-, P• 279. 

e~e.inton, !Jm. I~. P• 224 • . 
es;'renter, 2!2• cit., !>• 2Go. 

6itcdnl:-olci Soebor.1, SW.• m.,t., P• 230■ 

87watocm, m?.• si•• P• 94. 



:n 
~~in order to comrict us ot e,.n and deotroy our se1r..:trust. 

Then tro brin~s us to lii'e b:, the 1:ord or the Gospel. tlhen the .,:ord is 

hen.rd, t he Spirit comes as a Gift wlicinr; just.ityinc ·faith. The 

strur,mle :1.P,ai11s t ,;-:01"ld and !'1,;,oh is carried on by the Spirit -:-.'"ithin us. 

He likmiise causes the good -.:orks ot lave to tho neighbor. The whole 

procotis is theocent1--ic ,. one single, concrete act 'of "C-od. ee Ztlingl i I a 

doct.r.t r:o of tlle l ord's Supper ie danr,erous jliot because ·1t ia an cttack 

on tho t heocent1"".l.c nature of nnlvotion. 2,d.ngli quostions ,.,hether God 

really "t!il:1 present in Ch:rict and tbus a·i::tempts to block God's ~ to 

us. Zl·:inzJ,:t, too, 1s a rndic:!l.·f;i Chi'ist is the only ladder to beaven 

·1-1hicb God has given us, the only sif.'11 by which · i!e drawu us to iiis:u:elt .90 

God's £01 .. ~!.venesc i s sheer \U1!i1eritocl love. It is God acting in Chr.ld. 

to e&to.bl i sh fello.-:sM.p 1-1itl1-us. S.~ rn bis whole am, fflutis Iutber 1s 

concerned to "let Cod be God,n to 1et ifm cio llis 'hWk, to let Uim give 

us an " S.cn r:l.ehteousness in Cbrist.92 

! uthor places the sccrm11011ts into hie theocemtric perspective. 

They ere not signfl tJ't..at wa• have arrived at a : cortoin point or lll01"8l or 

rel.i~.ouo df:Welopiue~. They ue actions s,f Go(:. :lo io the acting 

subject in 3a1)Usm93 am is al.,""O"s "bonestl; · Hrious in "What he does 

88rtrenter, 22- Q1,, PP• 249 tt. 

e,9I.utber, "Tias:s diese Worto Chr!,st1. ••,•PP• 17 tt. 

90Prenter, ml• sl•• P• J.09. 

9lr~atson, 
1

9.e.. ~ •• P• 26. 
92!twl,. I PP• 6J. f. 

93i'1erner Elert, aznzheiecw s111. ~utho~g (i·:Uenchen1 c. Ii. 
Bock' ache Ve:r'logabuahhandlmli, c.:S.931 ~ I~• 
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thro1.1ci?. Bupti~. 1194 The m€-ans of grace aro not aar.ethina stnndins 

ceti·:can Clod o.nd t'~n, obstacles which num ri:ust bruah aside in hlo reach 

t0t-:ard Ooci. 'u~o;r a1·~ Cod Is own otter to ::u:u,, God fi'Snsolf l:li •inz bold 

of' ma.n.95 C-od personai.ly actis and confront:: ue in the mea.."lS whicb Ile 

hao cho!':en. 96 ln t b:ls woy t he Sacm~cnts are Ood 1s own gua1'Cis asainst 

any attcm.9ts on Ci\U' • :.:rt to "climb up into heaven. 097 

Howaver, 11? all Ms ~ lClllic 0gm.11st the racH.c .. ls I.utho1• newer loot 

si~;t or i he £act th:lt t~'te r:p1r1t .... thoueh Tie uses :neans-is lord ot 
. . 

t he means. Tl1e t!r,irit docs not l-:anl. us to seek God out8'.da t ho 'lliCane; 

but 1re -~2""n not :.,blo to r,u:mipu.1.:lte the meanu in such n ,-:::cy- thnt ,,:e can 

~ct.i n use thor.i ::s • nth1-opocentric :ln:::truments tor ou1· cni-n go:ils.. T"r:o 

S 9~0.~e ~~ u~e of tho mguna ot cmcc, wlk0$ the Pope a gclraaem.er • .,;O 

~he 01:,;lQ, :)3.1.u.,t!g_ of thr~ rndiccle is tlw.t ot a pious legalism. 'l'be gm 

pal ut,.s of t he !'ope is ths.t Ood 11orks ~ ~ onr.rato ir. ihe mea,u? or 

t.Tace. One i:;; subjective, the otl'-.s1.• objective. But Iuther oeoo tl:e 

aa.rrie nthl~pocentric c:v.ph:isis in both. ~at the ~dical.s l1e assel"ts 

th t Ood does r.ot ~:ork i.:1thout r,!Cans. 1\n:iinst the Pope he rnaintm.ns 

tho !1rir.c i1>la m,s. g1 cuando mm, est Dm.•~'9 

~:e i."~ at,~::, re.fen'Od to tho definite t,,brd. But we n 1Y:; not ro­
i"er:i."ed to it ss our 6ll!!ranteed. ,:osoescion, but as tho n1 :-ice u::ore 

94-r.oobci .. le, 2!!• sit• , P• 'l,!.. 

S1Sc,:1rlson• !m.• sit•, :P• 119. 

~6Fronter, !m.• si.•• i>• 164. 

9'lt-:~tson, ga. Sil•, !1• lGl. 

98ruther, "Wider die bir.ml1ochon Pl'Dphnten," Y• 13e. 
99r-1-oriter, 92• al•• PP• Z,:-2-298. 



,.o 07.1,act tho t~r~b~t to mke Jews Christ preGent tor uo, ,,l,ero 
Cbr.!.~ ia rr.oi•oly p2·osont os the idmloE:5,cal content o£ the ti:Ord • 
• • thore the 'Word is de:ld. l'ihere ho 1o precant as a liv1"6 parson 
••• t h:3119 t ilE> ~~rd is fiJ.ivc. :,nd 1:batbr Christ io in t he Word 
:i.1, t he ono ::'83' or the other, de!.ends r-olely on the Spirit ••• 
Bu-t. t h:ts i'ree ime1-vcntion o£ t 11e S!d,.rit is ••• an w~ piomlsGd 
by t he t:01tl itself'. For too Wo:t>d and the ~rlt Ql'8 separated .. • • 
as ... ro1:ttse a.WJd !\:t1 "il.l uent, t\s pr3-1er end tho a?lS'>Jl8r to priqor • • .ioc 

lCO-· i d .,06 ,ZI ~o •• P!J• • ~. 
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Tm-~ T1tro10mc~,1 .. co. c !.IC'l' ( Continued) 

The vi et·r of tlm church hel d by moot rad1cala was consistent ulth 

t.hei1• conorul ant hro1,ocent1"i.c, le,flal nay or salvation. Tho oosence of 

Chri::.t:!.onit.y , t hey t:e.5.d, wa,:: t l)e t r:-1;nstcmnstion of life thzou3i! di sci . l e-­

s hi_ •1 Thi e t-1as tho 't::lY of the l a1-1 described in the last. Ch&!)tcr.­

'!.nvolvinf; ll!Ol"'tificati tr'a'l of the i"le$h and imit:ltion ot Chr:t.st. . It \18.B 

i novi:t.able th~t t hi s should le&d to a highly indivi dualitlt'!.c cor.cept.ion 

of eclvat:i on . ~·01• "when 1·18 a1•0 under tl-,e 1&1-r each one t i ndo hiln..selt on 

.. i a 01m step on the · le.ddor t.ova1•d God. n The ei:lµhas1s is on psraonal 

pi et y I esch p ,raon see!d:ng e comer -..mre he iu able to 1-10rJ: out his 

o.-n s ul vaticn. 2 !-:ian and his pious Dl'l!>i'Z'Qt.ions are tho central point., 

Tl:e indi viduolir.tic conception o:r s:1lvation P de the chu:!.-ch a 

voluntiu.-,· ~athering of 5nd1v.iduals. 4 !:!emberohip in the chul"Ch c,ne 

about i n t ll~ same -.,,a:,· as t he o1ft of the sr.,irit. ltirst a:-.an 1e reeer:i­
er:Jted; tl:en he voluntarily joins the ct.urch.,5 I :embership coms otter 

1tiax,:,ld s., Ben~~or, "The ,"inabar.,tist Vision, a Church lt1.pto:rx. -::m 
(:-::irch , 1944-), 22 t. 

2:-togin Prenter, m,;t,1:1,tgs Cqgtor, t~'2rwlntecl bo;:J the Danisl-! by 
• John i•i . Je11sen (11\Uadelph:lill 'Ilic; :&iuhlcmbr:11J: Preas,. c .1953) , P• 261.. 

Jlbi tj .• , P• 29e. 
'\~er, !i!l!:• s-1•, P• l? • 

SArthur Cushman 1-t'rdttElrt, Pmostant 'D!qugh\ bcL"'Pffl &ml ( fetr 
York1 Cbarles r.cribno:r1a Sona, 1922 , P• 101. 



,s 
tho e:.:,1:or-lcnco of the ~ 11"'!.t.6 !laptit.111 is the S-j,'lli'bol that QaTI ms 
already aiT.l'ved :. t nG"l-nte:,e ot 11.fe :!nd ncnr 1dabos voluntcrlly to asao­

Ci3te hi!',melf nl t i1 othors who have likowiee 4rrivcd.? Tlie Crurc~ is a 

Tho volunta17 pr:i.nci !')le prosup,::osed that. thoao l1°!'.o h~d tho nper­

iencs of l"e"'cnera.tion CO".il.d 1-ecomitze one anot!;,1·. 'l'hc:t such recogni­

tion tms 5l()or;ible became bcs1c; to the 1•RdiClll vietr of the church . Tho 

elect ·t.hr..msel·,ec constitub the visi ble element of the church. 'lhe 

save:l ~1~e .. t,, e t o i'e,cocni ze eoch otJ:01• by the tects of spiritual ex­

pe1'ience i\md rao1,a'-. achic-ve14ent., e Indeed~ there is no such tbins u an 

invisii>le cl lUl"Ch.,9 -:-:uenzGr 1:as the •i'irst 1:o enunciate this pr.lnc1,1e10 

ar.r.l ·i;o •;;, kc t bc l e!td in mattcr-ot-fnctly oons:tderi ng hia group the, 

el.eet l)SO!}lG> of Ood.11 Tiie thren tr.s'\:,s ~-bicb l·la.en~er im!,:OSad--inner 

t»+Ol' .encs, moral :.i.chievcment, and :adult 'ba!)tim--becmte nonnative for 

Ev~n:rel.:!.<:~J. r:ldicnl ial'.t.1.2. The Church was n visible organization bec4use 

~ olanrl !i. D.!.i:lntofi, ~ 1 f:t:md (i-iew Yorkt Abingdon..Cokesbur,y 
r 1"'0s :;, c.1950), p . 262. · 

710.bert. l .om7 Nmlllaan, !, I-:"any::;1 2t 9,prc!l n;sto;a (Philadely'11a: 
The ll.'llOric~n Uapt;1st ?ublica"t,ion Society, c.19Jlh II, 1.51 r. 

Cao1and ii. Bainton, 7ll2 P.ef0,:1tion _2', ~ Simem.h Contun, 
(Bom.on: '1'he Scocon Prao, c.:195~~ Pih 66 tt. B.lm 1 ~d. !>- 267. 
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pp .• 8 t. . . 
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G1'mn, and Co. 1 1929), m. 1821 
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