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,: God, analogoue to �h�i % � creative activity at the beglnning of 

the present age, 1a at work in the Chrietian ohurcb to bring 

new order out ot ohaoa. That new order will inolude per­

fected lite in the oollling aeon. 

D. The Consummation ot tbe Aeon• 

The epistle deolarea that tbe aoat, e1gn1t1cant •••nt to 

take place ~lthin the ••one baa already occurreda Tbe ap­

pearance ot Ohr1Ra In Heb. 9:26 tbll author �a�a�y % � tbat 

Cbriet "baa appeared one• tor all al the end ot tbe age to 

put owa7 % �i�n� bJ the % �a�c�r�1�t�1�c�e� ot hllleelt. • Wba t, doe• tbe 

phraee Int auv~£A£L~ �~�~�v� atwv~v 1n tb1a Yerae •an? The Re­

Ylaed Stwadard Veraion tranalatea 1t •a, the encl ot tbe 

•&•,• tbua implying that the author ot �H�e�b�r�e�w % � baa in % �i�n�d� 

only the terminAl point or period or the preeent aeon. But 

th• verse clearly indicate• that the auv~EA£La was a poinl 

in paet ti~•• or at leaat began a, ao•• point ln the �p�a % �t�,� 

for it ears that Chrlat ba• already made bla appearance, 

tbou4h the present aeon % �t�i�l�l� aontinuea.22 Purtber1 1t t.be 

plural ~wv atwvwv ia to be taken aerloualy, the Yerae oauol 

% �G�a�n� that Christ•• appearance ca• at the tel'lll1nat1on ot all 

the aeona, because 1t la olear from the author• 1 •ntion ot . 

22Jt. c. H. Lenak1, The Interpretation 2t !!!.!. ipigtle !!. 
�~� Hebrews and or the E~istla or Jst:iea (~olumbue, Ob101 
tiitheran BooTToiiiern'; I~BJ I p022, not•• tb!.lt Ihle Yef•• . 
1peaka of �C�h�r�i % �t�' "� appearaooe, ancl therefore ot the auv~£A­
£La, •• a paat avant • . 
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• oom1n1 aeon 1n Heb. 6:5 that there la yet another age to 

follow the preaent one. Three aattera ~••d to be decided 

before the aicnitlcance or th1a ••rae tor the author'• Yi•• 

ot time can be properly aeaeaaeda the nature or the event 

reterred to by the verb necpavepW"CaL, the iaeanin& ol ~h• noun 

au·v,:e~e La in the worse, and the aignit1cauce ot toe plural 

ot -,;i:,v atwvwv. 

First, what doea the author mean when be at.utea in 

Heb. 9:26 that C:u-1at baa appeared (1eecpavepwi:aL)'I The verb 

cpavep6w baa1oally maane to ■ake visible or aown ao■etb1n1 

that haa beon hidden or un.known.2J Before tbe incarnation 

the pre-axiatent Son was unaeen and unknown bJ ■an and eub­

aequently entured into human lite. 1, ■oe:u then tba, the ­

event vbicb the vera• deacr1bea •• the appearance of Chriat 

1• the ■omant ot bie inoarnatlon.24 After thl• event, the 

Son became viaible and known. The aot ot the Son beoo■ing 

man 1• the ••~nt wbioh th• pa■aag• aaJ• took place at the 

end of tho age, and ih• perfect tenae of the werb indicate■ 

that he continues \o be inoamat•• ilaawh•r• t.he author 

'- ... 
23Tbayer, 21?• cit., P• 648• 
24M1chel 1 22• pit. 1 P• 216, 1ndent11"1•• the ovent •• bi■ 

appearance beto,·• tne woa·ld 1 •relerllal1 •irkt eowabl eta■ 
Pertekt wie auch die Auawabl dea Verbum■ (~£,avipc.na~). Oe­
■eint 1st die e1·tentliche Man1te■tat1on 1 die ir■cbeinung vor 
der ~elt; in die••• Sinn kebrt daa feierlicbe Yerbua ala••· 
eohreibung der Geschlcbte Je■u ltter wleder (I Jobo )1S,S1 
I Pet. 1120).• Porbap■ Michol thinka ot 1~ ae the beginniD& 
ot Chrie~•• publio •iniatl'J', rather than•• the 11011ent of 
b1a conception or birth• 
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retera to the ■aae even, in teraa or GOd brinr;ing hie tirat­

bom into the world (Heb. l :6), Jea1111 partaking or human 

nature (Heb. 2&14), and Christ COIiing into t.he world 

(Heb• 10 a S) • Tbua when the paaaage aaye that the purpoae of 

Ch.riat• • appe::1ring waa to put away a1n through hla ■acri­

tice, it la-entirely conaiatent with the ••••g• of the .. 

epistle to aay that tbe oentral purpose in the inoamation 

waa to enable hla to die.25 Death tor bill wna not an end 1D 

itself, however, but· an eaaentlal part ot a prieethood wblob 

culminated 1n a unique (axa~) aaar1t1a1al act, the eacrlt1o• 

1n lllhich he himaelt waa both priest and w1ot1■• 

U tbe •••nt Nferred to in H•b• 9:26 a■ Cbr1at•• ap­

pearance ia the illOmen~ ot bla 1ncamad.on, then lxt auv-c£~­

£ ti -cwv alwvwv can be explained•• tb• ti■• when that •••nt 

took place. The noun auv-ce~eia 1a found only her• in the 

ipletle to the Hebrew• and only t1vo other ti■•• in the en­

tire fiev Taetaaent., allot which are in Jlattbew.26 It 1■ 
alwaya uaod witb ihe gen1t1Ye ot alwv, but only 1n Hebrew• 

doe■ it occur w1tb ib• conitive plural• 1n th• interpreta• 

t1on ot the parable ot th• weeds in Katt. 13:39 4eaua 

2Suewitt, ll• .5!!1•, P• 157, reach•• the eame conclu■loa 
about ihe incarna~ion in bi■ interpretation of Heb. 10:5. 
Ct • . abo••• P• 1), footnote 14,: •• •• (Cbri■t' a) death ia 
aaeoclated with God'• c01111and, and einoe a human body waa 
the only 1natru11en~ tl1at could truly ••t th• need.a ot t.be 
■ituation, a body wae prepared tor Chr1■t•• . · 

26cr. Matt. 1J1J9,40,49; 241J1 2as20. 
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explains that •the harveat 1a ~h• oloee .ot th~ age• (auv~eA• 

£t~ alwvo,). lt 1s a time ot Judpaent and deatruct1on ot 

the ~icked (Xatt• 13140), a time ot -eeparat1on ot -the good 

from tha bad,•• 1n the parable ot the dragnet (Matt. 13;~9). 

ln Matt. 241) the d1ao1pl•• privat•ly aek Jeeue to tell the■ 

the aign ot hie coming and •t11e -oloae or the age~ (auv~£A• 

£ta, ~ou atwvo,). Finally, thd expression occure at tbe end 

ot Matthew's Goepel in Jeaue• prOllioe t.o the eleven af'ter 

hie resurrection to be wltb 1lhe■ always, "~o t,he clo■e ot 

the age" (Matt. 28120). The phrae• •the clo•• ot the ago" 

•••~• to be a technical tam tro■ apocalyp,10 w~cabular, 
. 

deaignuting the terminal poin~ or tinal period ot tbe 

.. 
Doe• the tact that ·the axpnaaion .auv~sA£La ~wv atwvwv 

oocura 1n Hebrews w1th the gon1tiva plural indicate a eig­

niticant dittarence 1n meaning t-ro■ the e1■1lar exi-.reaeion 

·auv~&A£La (~ou) atwvo, in 'the Mattbaean pa■■agea, in lfbicb 

it app•ar1 only with the genitive aingular7 On the one 

band, an examination ot th• 6emit1am •tor ever (and ever),• 

vh1ch appears ln nine paeaagea in the epletla, tenda to ahow 

that the author uaea the a1ngular and plural ot alwv lnter­

changttablJ, wi1.bout any d.1£teranc• in •anlng. Th• pbraaa 

27M1chel 1 22• cit., P• 215, n. l, point• to parallel• 
ln the Qumran War Scroll ( tl"D\1~ Jl}a, l• 5) and ln th• 
Septuagint vera1on ot Daniel (auv~sA£La xaLpwv 1 9:27i auv• 
~£A£La ~~£pwv 1 12:131 xaLp~, auv~£A£ta,, 12:4). 
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£tG 'tov atwva ie found with tbe •1ngular aix t1mee 1n the 

epistle (Heb. 5:6; 6:20; 7:17,211 2~1 28), but eo alao la £tG 
"' , -

'tOUG aLwva, towid once with the plural (Heb. 1):8). L11ut-

w1aa, £tG 't~v atwva 'tou atwvo, le uaed with the double 

singular one time (Heb. 1:8), but ■o la the double plural 

£tG 'to~, atwva, 'twv at~vwv (Heb. 13:21). But on the ot-her 

hand, all inatanoee where tbe author baa the expreae1on with 

the aingular are clearly quotations ~ro■ or allueiona to the 

Septuagint and do not •~•m to reflect independent uae ot th8 

tera.28 Such la also tbe case with the usage in Hob. ]J:211 

where the expreae1on appears with the genitive plural in a 

formal benediction or praiae similar to uaage in many other 

paaaag•• in the••• Teataaent.29 Finally, 1n tne only other 

paezaga J.n whiab t.he· Se■itlu occura in Hebrew·•• it appears 

with the plural 1n Heb. 1) 181 •Jeaua Chriet ie the aama 

1eaterday and today and tor •Y•~• (et, 'to~, atwva,>, a tu­

turletic ueagelO which le paralleled ■anJ tiaea alao.ll It 

28H•b• 1:8 quote• tro■ Pa. 4417 W1 Heb. 5161 6:201 
?117,21 124,28 from Pa. 10914 LIi. 

29~t. Roa. 16:271 Gale 115; Phil. 4:20; I Tia. 1:171 
Il Tla. ·41181 1 P•\• ,.all; 5111; Rev. 1161 ?112. 

30oody, .22• cit., P• 1251 •Tb• ot1ya of the Old Teata­
Mnt point• bacltward along t.he· line ot ti• tar beyond anJ 
definite length or time conoe1Yabl• 1 and Dt u,t point a for­
ward in the••• way.• Ct. Hermann Saaao 1 •alwv1

8 Theolog• 
i1c!lef 1;er orb ch .I.YI. iaiiiR Testoaent, edit,ed ~Y Gerbarcl 
Xitta ~tuttgart:--w; o amwer, l9JJ) 1 l, 196-200. . 

llct. ·a~ •• l1l8J 419,10; 10:61 111151 1~1111 191)1 
20,101 2215. Heb. 1.3 aa 1• al.ao discuaaed below, PP• 47-52. 
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. . 

prob.ably should be aono luded that the uae ot a twv 1n the 

9em1t1a■ doe a not di ecloee auch addl tional intor•tlon about 

the author's uae ot tbe term ~a a ohronolo~1oal dea1gnat1oa. 

On the baaia or the prav1ouely examined. paesagea, 

therefore, the plural ot atwv 1n ·the axpraeoion l~t auv~E~• 

£lq ~wv atwvwv 1n Heb. 9:26 ahould probably be 1nterprete4 

in the same way aa the plurals in Heb. lia and 11:). Funda­

■entally, it 111 the••• apocalyptic phrase aa that whiob 

Matthew uaea, but the author or Hebrewa ■aa.oe aometh1ng . 

elightly d1tterent by 1t.l2 ·ln Matthew the auv~EA£La ia en­

tirely 1n the tuture, while in Hebrews 1t '1a a paet eYent~ 

Again, in ~lattbev. th• auv~EAeLa retera onl1 to tbe preaent 

aoon, aa the ienitive singular (~ou) atwvo, iaapli••• and 

therefore e1_gn~t1ea the terminal point ot tbia period. Ao­

cording to Ma~t• 24:Ji the ■eoond coming ot Cbrlat, not the 

incarnation, 1a clo·■ely aaeociated witb t.h• ·auv~£A£ La ot tbe 

present world order. The translation •the close ot the age• 

aeoma to be sound in the Mattbaoan paaaagoa. But 1D 

Heb. 9:26, wbena the plural ~wv alwvwv 11 ueecl, tbe rater. 

ence ia to th• auv~tA£La ot all the aeona created and there­

for• mean■ their climax or oonauuation, rather than their 

. . . " 

32K. A. Guy, Ttaf Hew Testament l>octrine or lb! •~ 
Thing1' (London1 O~tordlJnlverai~y Presa, lj41JT, PP• ~)J. 
It ia widely held that tbe passages in Matthew which contain 
the phrase are later additions to the words or Jesus by the 
early church. er. ibid., PP• 48-49• The contrast here, 
however, is betweenthe meaning or the term in Hebrews and 
in Matthew, not between Hebrews and Jesus. 

--
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terainua. ~hat 1a •aid in \he pas■~g• 1a that the pr► 

exlatant Son becue incarnate a, the cliaax ot all orea~ed 

time; be appeared•• tbe Chr1at1 tb• foo~l point ot all cre­
ated existence. 

&. Theae Daye 

The term~ al~v 0~~0, 1 the tam111ar designation tor the 

present sg• round a number of timea 1n the Ooapela and ln 

Paul's wri~inga, doea not appear in tbe lpia~l• to the He­

brewa. lt aa1 be, bovever, that in the eplatl• the pbra" 

"these daya• le equivalent to that tena.33 In Heb. lal-2 

the author writeaa •In ■an)' and Yarioua 11a1• God apoke ot 

old (1taAaL) to our tathera by the proph•t•1- but 1n the laa, 

ot theae days (,i1t' iaxa~ou ~c,v ~µ.epwv ~ou~wv) he baa epoken 

to ua by a Son. • •• • 34 The opening llaea ot the epistle 

anow that the author baa in view t~'O perlodea . that in whlcb 

the prophets lived alid that -hicb followed the 1ncarnat10D 

ot Chr1ot. Thea• two till•• are ditteront.1at.ed fro■ each 

ot.~er by the _unner in whiob God •epok•" or reYealed b1meelt 

. 
l3Peake1 ll• cit., P• ?la •Tb• J•-• entitled the pr•­

Neaa1an1c and tlie Reaa1an1c ii■• 1 th1e age' and 1tbe age to 
oome.• The actual daye or the ~••1·ah were regarded by ao:ae 
as beloqing t.o tb1a a;::e, by othera to tbe age to co••• 
while other, again plitced the• between tne two aa diatioc\ 
from both. Here by oba11ging tbe formula fro• 1 at the end of 
th• days' to •at the end of these day■,' the author 1deutl• 
ties th• daya ot th• Meeslab with the eloae ot 1tbia a&•••• 

34ct. aboYe, P• 11 footnote 2. 
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t.o aen·. Tbe tonser, wbicb 1a Indicated br th• adverb 1t~aL, 

waa • period 1n wh1oh the d1Yinely appointed ■•an• ot reve­

lation••• the propbeta, while in the lat~er period, which 

la called the laxa~ov, the meana ot revelation baa been a 

Son.JS "Theae days• probably •braaea both poriode, the 

prophetic era and the eachaton 1 and therebJ approxiutea tb• 

till• apan elsewhere known as "tbia age" or •tn• present 

ar,e • nl6 .:. .. 

The word laxa~ov 1a tourad onl1 here in the entire 

epietle, but 1ta use 1• Yer.J eign1t1cant 1n deaoribing the 

eschatology ot Hebrews. Tbe writer believe■ himaelt to be 

living in tbe final portion or fltbeae da7a,• confidentlJ 

hopiq to ahart 1n the lite 0£ the coming age, a new world 

l5c. Spicq, L' 'xitr• aux Hebreux (3rd ed.; Par1a: 
J. Cabalda and Co •• ~s2J,-n. l-4: •Il (the ~Ord na~aL) 
unit lee deux eign1f1cat1ona du latin antiguus et }Glut 
(!l Cor. )114) 1 et a1oppo•• a l'annonce actuolle, x · Eaxci­
~ou ~wv ~p.Epwv, locution co~rant• dana lea W pour designer 
lea teapa meaaianiquoa a•,:~ ~~1~1~, Bua. 24:141 Jer. 23:201 
Dan. 10:14; cf. lee farguae de J•ruaalem et d'Onqeloa, dan■ 
&track-Bil.). L1 appar1tion du Fil• aarque la fin d'une 
period• de 1 1h1ato1n1 oelle de 11entance rellgleuae du 
monde (ct. lillark 12,2-01 ll Pet. 1:19) aoua le r,glme de la 
Lo1 1 et le debut d1une ire oaraoteria•• par la plenitude de 
la reYelatlon d1vine1 oelle de 11ivangile. Cat it• ■eaal• 
anique tant attendu , ll f il D l hr~ J, le de1-nler ( !1t 1. auv"'C£~£ t~ 
~wv alwvwv1 9:26• er. Act• 2:l?i II Pet. 31); Jude 18) eat 
deja co1111enci, cleat aelui de la gen6rat1on priaent•r d'ou 
eon 1dent1£1cat1on par 11 adjonotion du pronom ~ou-a.,v o till~ 
i1 j iJ)I En oette period• finale oil noua aonm••• Si done 
Oieu parl• aujourd 1bu1 1 c•eai pour la derniere toi••" 

)6ct. ~ alwv 0~~0,1 Mat~. 12&)2i Luke 16:Si Rom. 12&2; 
I Cor. 1:20; 2c6 bla,S; J:lS; 414; iph. 1:21; ~ vuv atwv1 I Tim. 6:17; II Th. 4:10; T1tua 2:12; o al~v ~ lv£a~~xw, 
nov~po,, ~al. 114; and o alwv ~oo x6a~ou ~OU"'COUI &pb. 2:2. 
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to which those who ••cape the destruction ot the present one 

will aocede.l? Tbla aeon began with the foundation or the 

world (ct. Heb. 9:26) and will end witb a fury ot tire 

(Heb. 10:27) and the shaking ot th• earth and the heaven 

(Heb. l2c26). But to men living 1n th• ■idat ot an aeon 

that ia growing old like a garment (lleb. 1:11), God hae 

apoken by a Son. Tbe appearance of Chriat caae within the 

present aeon and la 1ta central event.38 Hie cord.ng a1g­
naled the end ot the aeon, tor now a way ol escape troa th• 

impending destruction .baa been revealed. His incarnation 

ushered 1n tbo eechaton 1 marking it ott tro■ that portion ot 

the age which preceded 1~. The eeohaton, theretore1 1a a 

period within "theae daye,• not their terainal point; lt be• 

gan with the moraeut when _God brought bi■ tirat-bom into tbe 

world _(Heb. 1:6); lt. will end when the aeon end•• 

l7auy1 .22.• ait., P• 132: "The writer Cot Hebreva) 
ebarea and 1noee emphaalsua th• belle£, which we have found 
in other part a of th.• New Taetllllflnt, that. the co1uing or 
Jesus inaugurated the ae• •as••' The aeasianic era, loo~e4 
forward to by prophets ot old, 11 a present reality. His 
01>oning paragraph remind• bla readers that God baa epoken 
1 1n these laat daya' (l:2)--that le, the age inaugurated bJ 
the ~••a1ab 1 1n 'llllhich he and bia raadera were livi.111•• 

JSc. H. Dodd, Ih!. Apostolic Proachin,. and lte Develoe• 
aent (9tb 111preaeion; Hew fork: Harper ck tlrotbtu·a Publisher•, 
DGo'J, P• 82: •1n the eachaton la concentrated tho whole 
11eaning (ot Ood'e revol.itlon) which 1 !!: history were to go 
on. might be ditfuaad throughout a long proceaa.• 
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THE ESCHATON: PAST EVENTS 

For the author of Hebrewa the e■chaton began with the 

appearance ot Chriat and lta beginning 1a ~ matter ot paat 
1 . 

history. Ra addraeaea hla readera with a awareneaa that 

be and they are living in tbe laat daya, which begMn witb 

Jeaua. It la true that 1n Heb. 1:1-2 he doee not d1at1n­

&uiab the period ot Jeaue1 earthly 111n1stry trom the tiu . 
. . 

ldlea he himself 1• writing tbe epietle; in t.heae verse■ the 

past and the praaont are gathered togeiber in one aeaert1on: 

•• • • at the end of theae daya2 be (God) hae epoken to u■ 

bJ a Son.• The ~uaiitication tor disregarding th• diatinc­

tlon between the two events••••• to be \hat th• eecbaion aa 

a whole 1a under cone1derat1on aad that there 1e no dltter­

ence between the time each took place vltb reapec\ to God'• 

lAelred Cody, Heavenly Sanciuaq and Liturgx !n the 
Efistle to ,;be Hebrews (St. Melnrad, Indiana: GralI~~Publica­
t ons, 1'yl;or,-pp. 12)-24, citea \be eachatological ouilook 
ot the sectaries ot Qwaran •• ~h• t1rat occaa1on 1n Judalaa 
when aom• of the 1 laat things' were belieYed to baYe taken 
place alreadr• •The Prophete ot the Old Teatament had £ore• 
told eachato ogical events in direct relation to the end ot 
hiatory, but the docwaenta from ~ran and the Damascus Doc­
uneat apeak of aucb event.a aa already b4v1ng arrived, and 
yet the end of time witb 1ta own aeries ot eecbatolo;ical 
eventa etlll liea in the ruture. 0 Pollowinf J. Danielou, w Manuscr1t9 de !fl Mur Mort.e (Paris, 19S7, PP• lll-2S, 
'Cocl{ cites tba 2adok1ti1locwaent (7. 16-19; 19• 7•11) u-
a1.ap ea ot thle Quaran belief. . . 

. 
2cr. abowe, P• 1, tooinot• 2. 
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ohoaen ■eane ot revealing bimaelt. Ood apoka by the son at 

a definite· hiatorical moment 1n the past and continue• to 

speak b7 b1m 1n the present. The ~riting or the epiatle and 

the revelation through the Son both took place within tba 

•acha~on. But it 1a true tha~ within the eachaton 1taelt 

there are certain past b1ator1cal events •nt1oned or allu­

ded to in the epiatl•• Tb• a111 ot thla chapter 1e to aet 

forth the aachatological eventa whiah took place previous to 

the "r1t1ng or the eplatle. They deal with the earthlJ lite 

ot Jeaua, hla death, and the pr11111t1ve church. 

A• -Th• Daya ot Hie Flesh 

There la no attempt 1D the Epistle to the Hebrew■ to 

present ayatemat1callJ any portion ot the lite ot Jeaua. 

That no treeh 'biographical 1nformat1on •••rt:•• 1a not aur­

pr1a1ng 1n view ot the taat that the author implies tbat 

neither be nor hia reader• wer• ey.witnaea•• ot th• Lord' ■ 

■in1atry, but tha, the moaaage ot ■a1Tat1on "was attested to 

ua by those who heard hi•• (Heb. 2:)).3 What he write■ 

JA. s. P•ake, Hebrews. in the Century Bible (Edinburgh: 
T. c. ~ ~. -c. Jack 1 n.d.) 1 P• 91 wiahea to point out that 1t 
ia not correct to J.ntvrpret, Heb. 2:) •• evidence that the 
Nader• or the ep1Mtle fora a •a•cond generation• or Chri■• 
tlana. On th• contrary, Peak• holda that the colUIUft1ty io 
whioh Hebrewa waa adctreaaed "oonaiated tor the ■oat part ot 
1ta original ■embera1 tor 1.hoae addreaaed are they who re­
ceived the goapel fro,a tbe ear-~itneaaee or Jeaua1 and bad 
lived through the experience• described in 10:32•l~ • • • • 
They bave loat their earlier leadera who had proclallled tb• 
goap•l to thn. (1):7) and are bidden remember the..,, but no 
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appears to aaawae that hi■ nadere an familiar vlth ~• 

•tor, or Jeaus• career aa it 1■ t011nd in the Coapela.4 ln 

fact, he urge■ them to "leava the elementary doctrine■ ot 

Ohr1at" and to go on to t.lle mature theological atrlrmatlona 

tbat are bnaed on them. 

A number ot paeaagea refer to the things that took 

place durin1 the •11tile while• that Jeaua was •d• lower 

than the angela (Heb. 2:9}, or, ae the writer al~o dea1g­

natea the period ot Jaaua• earthly lite, "in the daye ot bia 

fleab• (iv ~at, ~~spaL, ~~, aapx~, a~~ou, Heb. 5:7). \bile 

these allusion• do not oon••1 the feeling of an intimate ac­

quaintance with the evente, they noaethelaaa preaan, the 

principal features ot Jeaua• oareer.5 There 1a an alluaion 

reference la made to an earlier generation, which ~d paGaed 
away." 

4Alexander c. Purdy, •Introduction and hegeala to th• 
lpiatle to the Hebra~••• The lntor~reter•• Bible, edited bJ 
George Ar1ihur Buttrick, n 11.• (Hew iorks Abingdon Preaa, 
19S5f, ll, S83, .11ata a Iirge number ot primitive Cbrlatlan 
ldeus wbich tho author ot Hebrews aharos witb otber Mew Tea­
taaent wr1tera. Purdy aoncludea that the list •ebowa the 
author Mlrking wltb priaait1ve Obria~ian tradition.• i. I. 
Scott, 'l'he Zpiatle to the HeDrawa (.W.c.tinburgha ,. • T• Clark, 
l~22J, P• )61 eiuailarly wrltoe t.hat, although the meaaage ot 
Hebrew• •1a con£a■aedly noYel and untalliliar, it 1• in no 
aenae contradlctory to the accepted tradition. Th• writer 
ia oarei"ul to lead up to lt bJ 1na1at1ng on the cardinal b•• 
ll•t• on which all Ohrlatiana are agreed, and makee it clear 
that hia own contribution ia •ant to be nothing more than a 
tuller devulopaent of those b•liete. Hi■ object ia not to 
change th• goapel into eonaothlng cl1i'ter•nt, bu.t, to interpret. 
lt.~ . 

5Jwa Mottatt, A Critical and Exegetical Com.T.enta~ on 
the Epistle to !n!. Heire\-1&, lo The .4nturu,~t!onai crJtlci( -
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to bia birth in Heb. 2:14, llh•re the author ■tatea that . 

Jeeua partoo~ of tleab and blood, or ahared the •ma• nature 

•• that of the cbildren whom Ood gave him. In Heb. 7114 the 

writer of tbe epletl• ahowa that he ia acquainted witb the 

tradition that •our Lord waa descended troa Judah.• Jeaue• 

preaching ministry ie certainly 1n Yiew in Heb. 21J, wben 

reference ia ■ade to the tact that the •••age ot aalYation 

•was declared at tirat by the Lord• and vaa heard by those 

who later atteated it to him and his readera. In the eame 

paeaag• when the autbor odd■ that •God alao bore witnees by 

signe and wondere and Yarioua miraclea,• he probably baa in 

■ind thos• things which took place both 1n ~e healing 111n-

1atry ot Jeeu■ and in the early ahurob. 

Special emphaele ie found in the epietl• on the.autter­

lng and temptation or Jeeue. He did not have to su£ter • 

repeatedly from the foundation ot the world (Heb. 9126), b~ 

he did endure auttering.6 Usually bia eutrer1ng 11 set 

Co:amentary (lat ed. roprinteda Edinburgh& T. ·• T. Clark, . 
I-:1s·n, PP• 11-1111 •the allueiona ,o the hiatorical Je■u• 
are not numerous, but they are too detailed and dlreot. 'lo be 
explained away •••• But they are bowid up ~itb an 1nter­
pNti,t1on or th• meaning of Jeous wb.1oh ia not a ·me1·• deduc• 
tiora rrona ••••iaralo mythology or OT propbeo1ea, and it le 
unnal, 1n view at a passage like S:7 r., ••&•, to imagine 
that tho writer waa doing lit\le aor• than painiing in a bu­
man tac• among th• meaaianio •p•oulationa about. a divine 
Son.• 

I • 

6Ib1d., P• 1111. Hottatt ■ak•• the obaenation tbat 
the author ot Hebrewe never prove• tbe neceaaitJ of the 1ut­
tor1ng or Jeaue tro■ Old Teeta111ent prophecy, aa do other Kaw 
Testament writera. The tb£ 1, o1' Heb. ~i26, bow11ver, 1:apli•• 
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tortb •• part ot bia rede11ptiYe activity. He "aut£eNd out­

aide the gate 1n order to aanotity the pa ople through bia 

~• blood• (Heb. lJ :12) • 7 He waa •crowned witb &lor1 and 

honor because of the ■uttering ot death, ., that by tba 

grace at Ood he ■ight taste 4eatbtar •••l"J one" (Heb ■ 2:9). 

It was through euttering tbat Cod aa.de perfect Jeeua, the 

pioneer ot aan•e aa1Yat1on (He~. 2:10). In Heb. 2:18 tbe 

temptation ot Je•~• ta oloeely conneoted with hi■ ■uttering: 

"For because be hiaaelt baa eulfered and IJeen te■pted1 he le 

able to help tboae who are tempted.• A aiallar thought la 

.round ln Heb. 4:15, ·where Jeeua le deecribed aa a high 

prlaat who ia able to sympathise with human weakneaaee and 

•who in every respect haa been tempted aa we are.• The 

te~ptation ot Jesua ■aJ aleo be implicit 1a Heb. S:7-1O1 

where the agonising experience in Oethaeaane appears to be 

the incident whiah thl author ia deacrlblng.8 In thie ex­

perience Jeaua learned obedience through wha~ be eu1'lered 1 

that the author naogniaed an ele•nt or neceea1ty in Jeaua• 
au.t'tering I whatever aay have been tbe groumi • on which he 
thou~bt that neceaeitJ to baYe been baaed. On the whole, 
however, the author•• approach to Jeaua• euttaring 1• not 
that it waa necoaeary·(bs1) 1 but that it waa fitting 
(xpinsL)• Ct. Hee. 2:10. 

7Tbe reteronce to Jesus' autfer1ng "outaide the gate• 
(Heb. l) :12) ■Mkee explicit that the author 01' Ho'brewa knn 
the eite ot Jeaua' crucitlxion, undoubtedly from the gospel 
tradition h• bad rec-.1ved. Ci'• .Moi'£att, ll• cit., P• 235• 

SPaul M. Dretacber, "Faith Triuaphant--Echoea froa the 
Epistle to the Hebrew•," Concordia Theological Monthly. mI 
(Decaaber 1960), 7ll• Alao Rotlatt, .sm• cit., P• 66. 


