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& ooming aeon in Heb. 6:5 that thers is yot another age to
follow the present one. Three mattors need to be decided
before the signilicsnce of this verse for the author's view
of time can be properly assessed: the nature of the event
referred to by the verb megavépurai, the neaning of the noun
ocvvtéleLa in the verse, and the significance of the plural
of Tiv atldvwve

First, what does the author mean when he stutes in
Hebe. 9:26 that Carist has appeared (negavépwtai)? The verd
pavepdw basically means to make visible or known something
that has beun hidden or unknown.2? Before the incarnation
the pre-existent Son was unseen and unknown by men and sub-
sequently entered into human life. It sceas then that the
event which the verse describes as the appearance of Christ
is the moment of his incarnation.?® After this event, the
Son became visible and known. The act of the Son becoming
man is the event which the passage says took place at the
end of tho age, and the perfect tense of the verd indicates

that he contlinues to be incarnate. ilsewhere the author

23Thﬂy.r. 22! g_i-_t_-. p. 6‘.'8.

bjichel, op. gite, pe 216, indentifies the ovent as his
appearance before tne worldi "Felerlich wirkt sowohl das
Parfekt wie auch die Auswahl des Verbums (megavéputai). QGee
meint ist die 8lfentliche Manifestation, die Erscheinung vor
der VWelt; in diesem S5inn kehrt das feierliche Verbum als Be-
schreibung der Geschichte Jesu 8fter wieder (I John 3:5.81n
I Pets 1:20)." Porhaps Michel thinks of it as the beginning
of Christ's public ministry, rather than as the moment of
his conception or birth.
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refers to the same event in terns of God bringing his first-
born into the world (Heb. 1:6), Jesus partaiting of human
nature (Hebe 2:14), and Christ coming into the world
(Hebe 1G315)e Thus when the passage says that the purpose of
Christ's appearing was to put away sin through his sacri-
fice, it is entirely consistent with the message of the
epistle to say that the central purpose in the incarnation
was to enable him to die.?’ Death for him was not an end in
itself, however, but an essential part of a priesthood which
culminated in a unique (Gnaf) sacrificlal act, the sacrifice
in which he himself was both priest and victim.

if the event referred to in Heb. 9:26 as Christ's ap-
pearance is the moment of his incarnation, then &nl ovvtele
elq %ﬁv aldvwv can be explained as the time when that event
took place. The noun ovvtéheia is found only here in the
Epistle to the lisbrews and only five other timea in the en-
tire New Testament, all of which are in Hatthew.a6 it 1is
always uscd with the genitive of aldv, but only in Hebrews
does it occur with the genitive plural. Iln the interpreta-
tion of the parable of the weeds in Matt. 13:39 Jesus

2JHewitt, ope cite, pe 157, reaches the same conclusion
about the incarnavion in his interpretation of lieb. 1G:5.
Cf. above, p. 13, footnote l4: ™. . « (Christ’a) death ias
asgocliated with God's command, and since a human body was
the only instrument that could truly meet the needs of the
situation, a body was prepared for Christ."

260£, Matte 13139,40,49; 24133 28120,
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explains that "the harvest is the close of the age® (ovvtel-
fi¢ alidvog)e It i3 a time of Judgment and destruction of
the wicked (Matt. 13:40), a time of separation of the good
from the bad, as in the parable of the dragnet (Matt. 13:49).
In Hatt. 2413 the disciples privately aex Jesus to tell them
the sign of his coming and "the close of the age" (ovviele
etag tol aliivog). Finally, the expression occurs at the end
of Matthew's Cospel in Jesus' promise to the eleven after
his resurrection to be with them always, "to the close of
the age" (ilatt. 28:20). The phrase "the close of the age"
seens tO be a technical term from apocalyptic vocabulary
deslgnating the teraminal point or final period of the
aeon.27 :

Doss the fact that the expression ovviéleira Tiv aldvwv
occurs in liebrews with the goenitive plural indicate a sig-
nificant difference in meaning from the iimllar exrression
ovvtéhela (tod) aldvog in the Matthaean passages, in which
it appears only with the genitive singular? On the one
hand, an examination of the Semitism "for ever (and ever),"
which appears in nine passages in the eplstle, tends to show
that the author uses the singular and plural of aldv inter-

changuably, without any difference in meaning. The phrase

2741ichel, op. git., ps 215, n. 3, points to parallels
{n the Qumran ¥ar Scroll (B8 atiy Ri3, 1l 5) and in the
Septuagint version of Daniel (guvvtéletia xaiphiv, 9:27; cvve
Téhela fpepdv, 12:133 xaipdc ovvreeiag, 12:4)s
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elc 7ov aldva is found with the singular six times in the
epistle (Heb. 5:6; 6:20; 7:17,21,24,28), but so also is eic
ToV¢ alivag found once with the plural (Heb. 13:8)e Like=
wise, elc Tdv alidva tob ailivoc is used with the double
singular one time (Heb. 1:8), but so is the double plural
eic todc aliivac wav aldvev (Hebs 13:21)e But on the other
hand, all instances where the author has the expression with
the singular are clearly quotations from or allusions to the
Septuagint and do not svem to reflect indepsndent use of the
tern.28 Such is also the case with the usage in Hob. 13:21,
where the expression appears with the genitive plural in a
formal benediction of praise similar to usage in many other
passages in the New Testament.2? Finally, in the only other
passage in which the Semitiem occurs in Hebrews, it appears
with the plural in Heb. 13:8: ®Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and for ever® (eic todg aldvag), a fu=

turistic usagaao vwhich is paralleled many times also.3l It

284eb. 1:8 quotes from Pse LL417 LXX; Hebs 5:6; 6:20;
7:17,21,24,28 from Ps. 10914 LEKX.

29¢f. Koms 16:27; Gale 1:5; Phil. 4:20; I Tim. 1:17;
II Time 43185 I Pete A4311; 5:11; Reve 1163 7:12.

300ody, ops gite, ps 125: "The dfiyn of the Old Testa-
ment points baciiward along the line of time far beyond any
definite length of time conceivable, and RfivZ points for-
ward in the same way." Cf. Hermann Sasse, "ailwv," Theologe

isches V.8rtorbuch gum Neuen Testament, edited by Gerhard
Kittag Ibtuttgart:!ﬁg'KEEIEhmmer. 1935). I, 198«200.

31ge. Reve 1:18; 419,10; 10:6; 11:15; 14:11; 19133
20:10; 22:5. Hebe 13:8 18 also discussed below, ppe 47-52.
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probably should be concluded that the use of aldy in the
Semnitism does not disclose much additional information about
the author's use of the term as a éhronologlcal designation.

On the basis of the previously examined passages,
thorgfort. the plural of aildv in'the expression &n! cuviele
elg Tov aldvev in Hedb. 9:26 should probably be interpreted
in the same way as the plurals in Heb., 1:2 and 11:3. Funda-
mentally, it is the same apocalyptic phrase as that which
Matthew uses, but the author of Hebrews means something -
slightly different by 1te?2 1In Matthew the guvtélera is en-
tirely in the future, while in Hebrews 1t is a baat event.
Again, in Matthew. the cvvtéleia refers only to the present
acon, as the genitive singular (tod) alGvoc implies, and
therefore signifies the terminal point of this pericde Ac-
cording to Matt. 24:3, the second coming of Christ, not the
incarnation, is closaly assoclated with the ocvvtélera of the
present world order. The translation "the close of the age®
secms to be sound in the Matthaocan passages. But in
Heb« 9:26, where the plural <iv aldvwv is ueed, the refere
ence is to the ovviéheila of all the aeons created and there=-

fore means their climax or consummation, rather than their

324, A. Guy, The New Testament Doctrine of the 'Last
%g;gsg' (Londons ﬁi?%iﬂfﬂhivarslty Press, 1948), ppe 132=33

t is widely held that the passages in Hatthew which contain
the phrase are later additions to the words of Jesus by the
early church. Cf. ibid., pp« 48-49. The contrast here,
however, is between the meaning of the term in Hebrews and
in Matthew, not between Hebrews and Jesus.

-—— i



23
terminus. Wwhat is said in the Passuage 1s that the pre-

existant Son became incarnate at the climax of all created

time; he appeared as the Christ, the focal point of all ere-
ated existence. '

E. These Days

The torm 6 aibv olvog, the familiar designation for the
present age found a number of times in the Cospels and in
Paul's writings, does not appear in the Lpistle to the He-
brewse It may be, however, that in the eplstle the phrase
"these days" is equivalent to that term.?3 In Hebe 1l:l-2
the author writes: "In many and various waye God spoke of
old (nd\at) to our fathers by the prophets; but in the last
of these days (&n’ &ox&tov tiv fuepidv TodTwv) he has spoken
to us by a Son « o+ .'3h The opening lines of the epistle
show that the author has in view two periode: that in which
the prophets lived and that which followed the incarnation
of Christ. These two times are differentiated from each

other by the manner in which God "spoke™ or revealed himself

33P¢nko. o Citey, pe 732 "The Jews entitled the pre-
Messianic and ‘the Kessianic time *this age' and 'the age to
come.' The actual days of the iessiah were regarded by some
as belonging to this a: e, by others to the age to come,
while others again pluaced them between the two as distinct
from both. Here by changing the formula from 'at the end of
the days' to 'at the end of these days,' the author ideuti-

fies the days of the Messiah with the c¢lose of 'tais age.'"
e, above, pe 1, footnote 2.
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to men. The former, which is indicated by the adverb nilai,
was a perlod in which the divinely appointed means of reve-
lation was the prophets, while in the latﬁor period, which -
is called the Eoxatov, the means of revelation has been a
Sone35 "Thege days®™ probably embraces both poeriods, the
prophetic era and the eachaton, and thereby approximates the
time span elsewhere known ac "this age™ or "the present
age-“36

The word Eoxatov is found only here in the eantire
eplistle, but its use is very significant in describing the
eschatology of Hebrews. The writer believes himeself to be
living in the final portion of "these days,"” confidently

hoping to share in the life of the coming age, a new world

353 5 'E & . .
o Spieq, L'Epitre aux Hébreux (3rd ed.; Paris:
J. Cabalda and ca_f_‘)'.. G52) s 4d, J=ht "Il (the word mnd\ai)
unit les deux significations du latin antiquus et yevus |
(LI Cors 3:l4), et s'oppose & 1l'annonce actuclle, &n Eo)Ge=
Tov TWV Nepdvy loocution courante dans les LXX pour désigner
les temps messianiques U R27 N'IN%d, Nume 24:14; Jer. 23:203
Dane 10:14; of. les Targums de Jérusalem et d'Unqelos, dans
Strack-Bile.). L'apparition du Fils marque la fin d'une
période de l'histoire, celle de l'enfance religieuse du
monde (ecf. KMark 12:2-&;‘11 Pet. 1:19) sous le régime de la
Loi, et le début d'une ére caractérisée par la plenitude de
la revélation divine, celle de 1l'Evangile. Cet dge messi-
anique tant attendu !8$B nEivy), le dernier (éni ovvrehelq
Tov_aldvev, 9:26; cf« Acts 2:17; II Pet. 3:3; Jude 18) est
déja commence, c'est celul de la génération présente, d'ou
son identification par l'adjonction du pronom Tobtwv { 0fW7
n13): En cette periode finale ol nous sommes. Si donc
Dieu parle aujourd'hui, ¢'est pour la derniere fois."

' 36ce, & aliw oVtog, Matt. 12:32; Luke 16:8; liom. 12:2;
1 Core. 1:20; 2:6 bis,8; 3:18; &4:4; Ephe 1:21; 6 viv aldv,
I Time 6:17; II Tim. 4:10; Titus 2:12; O cidv & EveoTnuig
novnpdcs Gale 1:b; and 6 aldv ToB xbopov Tobdtovs Sphe 2:2.
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to which those who escape the destruction of the present one
will accede.37 This aeon began with the foundation of the
world (cf. Heb. 9:26) and will end with a fury of fire
(Heb. 10:27) and the shaking of the earth and the heaven
(Hebe 12:26). But to men living in the midst of an aeon
that 1s growing old like a garment (Heb. 1:11), God has
spoken by a Son. The appearance of Christ came within the
present aeon and is its central event.33 His coming slg-
naled the end of the aeon, for now a way of escape from the
impending desbruction has been revealed. His incarnation
ushered in the eschaton, marking it off froam that portion of
the age which preceded it. The eschaton, therefors, is a
period within "these days," not their terminal point; it be-
gan with the mouent when God brought his first-dborn into the
world (Heb. 1:6); it will end when the aeon ends.

37Guy, op. cit., pe 132: "The writer {of Hebrews)
gsharea and indeed esuphasizes the bellef, which we have found
in other parts of the New Testament, that the coming of
Jesue inaugurated the new ‘age.' The messianic era, looxed
forward to by prophets of old, is a present reality. Lis
opening paragraph reminds his readers that God has spoken
"in these last days' (l:2)=-that 1s, the age inaugurated by
the Fessiah, in which he and his readers were living."

ment (9th impression; New York: Harper & brothers Publishers,

), pe 82¢ "In the eschaton is concentrated the whole
meaning (of God's revelatlon) which, if history were to go
on, might be diffused throughout a long process.®

38g, u. Dodd, The Apostolic Preaching and Its Develop-



CHAPTER III
THE ESCHATON: PAST EVENTS

For the author of Hebrews the eachaton beian with the
appéarancc of Christ and its beginning is a matter of past
hlatory.l He addresses his readers uitﬁ an awareness that
he and they are living in the last days, which begun with
Jesus. It is true that in Heb. 1:1-2 he does not distin-
guish the period of Jesus! earthly ministry from the time
when he himself 1s ﬁritlng the epistle; in these verses the
past and the prescnt are gathered together in one assertion:
". « « at the end of these daysz he (God) hae spoken to us
by a Son." The justification for disregarding the distinc-
tion between the two eventa seems to be thai the eschaton as
a whole is under consideration and that there is no differ-

ence between the time each took place with reapect to God's

ljrelred Cody, Heavenly Sanctuary and Liturgzy in the

Epistle to the Hebrews (9t. Meinrad, Indiana: GraiIaPEEIica-
tions, 1960), pp. 125-24, cites the eschatological outlook
of the sectaries of Qumran as the first occasion in Judaisa
when some of the 'last things' were believed to have taken
place nlroadga "The Prophets of the Old Testament had fore=-
told eschatological events in direct relation to the end of
history, but the documents from Qumran and the Damascus Doce
unent speak of such events as already having arrived, and
yet the end of time with its own series of eschatological
ovan%a stili ligl in ;ho ﬁuturci; {ollg;;gT Je Dagiflg?.

es Manuscrits de la ler MHorte (Paris, y PPe =25,
%33 cites the Zadokite Document (7. 16=19; 19. 7-11) ex-
amples of this Guaran belief.

2cr, above, p. 1, footnote 2.
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chosen means of revealing himself. God 8poke by the Son at
@ definite historical moment in the past and continues to
speak by him in the present. The writing of the epistle and
the revelation through the Son both took place within the
eschaton. But it is true that within the eschaton itself
there are certain past historical events mentioned or allu-
ded to in the epistle. Tﬁo aim of this chapter 1s to sst
forth the eschatological events which took place previous to
the ufiting of the epistle. They deal with the earthly life

of Jesus, his death, and the primitive church.
As The Days of His Flesh

: fhere is no attempt in the Epistles to the Hebrews to
present systematically any portion of the life of Jesus.
That no fresh biographical information emerges is not sur-
prising in view of the fact that the author implies that
neither he nor his readers were eyswitnesses of the Lord's
ministry, but that the message of salvation "was attested to
us by those who heard him" (Heb. 2:3).3 Yhat he writes

3a. 8. Peake, Hebrews, in The Century Bibdle (Edinburgh:

Te Co & Be Co Jack, n.d«), pe 9, wishes to point out that it
is not correct to interpret liebe 2:3 as evidence that the
readers of the epistle form a "second gencration™ of Chris-
tiana. On the contrary, Peake holds that the community to
which Hebrews was addressed "consisted for the most part of
its original members, for those addressed are they who re-
ceived the gospel from the ear-witnesses of Jesus, and had
lived through the experiences described in 10:32«34 ¢ « « o
They have lost their earlier leaders who had proclaimed the
gospel to theam (13:7) and are bidden remember these, but no
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@ppears to assume that his readers are familiar with the
story of Jesus' career as it 1s found in the Gospels.* 1In
fact, he urges them to "leave the elementary doctrines of
Christ" and to go on to the mature theological affirmations
that are based on them.

A nunber of passages refor to the things that took
place during the "little while" that Jesus was made lower
than the angele (Heb. 2:9), or, as the writer also desig-
nates the period of Jesus' earthly life, "in the days of his
flesh" (&v walc fpépaig Tfic capudg adtol, Hebs 5:7)« While
these allusions do not convey the feeling of an intimate ac-
quaintance with the events, they nonetheless present the

principal features of Jesus' career.’ There is an allusion

refergnce is made to an earlier generation, which had pacsed
avaye.

kArlexander C. Purdy, "Introduction and Exegesis to the
Epistle to the Hebrews,” The Intorpreter's Bible, edited by
Georpe Arthur Buttrick, et al. (New lork: Abingdon Press,
1955), XI, 583, lists a large number of primitive Christian
ideas which the author of Hebrews shares with other New ies-
tament writers. Purdy concludes that the list "shows the
author working with primitive Christian tradition.® &E. F.
Scott, The Eipistle to the iebrews (sdinburgh: T. & T. Clark,
1922}, pe 38, similarly writes tnat, although the message of
Hebrews "is confessedly novel and unfamiliar, it is in no
sense contradictory to the accepted tradition. The writer
is careful to lead up to it by ilneisting on the cardinal be-
liefs on which all Christians are agreed, and makes it clear
that his own contribution is meant to be nothing wmore than a
fuller development of those bellefs. His object is not to
change the gospel into something different, but to interpret

it."
SJames Moffatt, A Critical and Exegetical Comrentary on
the Epistle gg'ggg_ﬁeﬁbewa. in The internutional dthIgaE 5
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to his birth in Heb. 2:14, where the author states that
Jesus partook of flesh and blood, or shared the same nature
as that of the children wnom God gave hims In Hebe. 7:14 the
writer of the epistle shows that he is acquainted with the
tradition that "our Lord was descended from Judah.® Jesus'
preaching ministry is certainly in view in Heb. 2:3, vhere
reference is made to the fact that the message of salvation
"was declared at first by the Lord” end was heard by those
who later attested it to him and his readers. In the same
passage when the author adds that "God also bore witness by
signe and wonders and various miracles," he probably has in
mind those things which took place both in the healing min-
istry of Jesus and in the early chureh.

Special emphasis is found in the epistle on the.suffere
ing and tomptation of Jesus. He did not have to suffer
repeatedly from the foundation of the world (Heb. 9:26), but

he did endure auffering.5 Usually his suffering is set

Coamentary (lst ed. reprinted: Edinburghs: T. & T. Clark,
957), ppe 1i-1lii: “The allusions to the historical Jesus
are not numerous, dbut they are too detailed and direct to be
explained away « o « « bBut they are bound up with an inter-
pretution of the meaning of Jogus which 1s not a mere deduce

tion from messianie mythology or OT prophecles, and it is

* unreal, in view of a passaze like 5:7 f'+, e@«g., to imagine
that tho writer was doing little more than painting in a hu=- .
gen £nco among the messianic speculations about a divine
Ohe

6Ibid., p. 1111. Hoffatt makes the observation that
the author of Hebrews never proves the necessity of the suf-
foring of Jesus from Uld Testament prophecy, as do other Hew
Testament writers. The €deL of Hebe. 9126, however, laplies
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forth as part of his redemptive activity. He "suffered out-
side the gate in order to sanoctify the people through his
owa blood" (Heb. 13:12).7 He was "crowned with glory and
honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the
grace of Ood he might taste death for every one" (Heb. 2:9).
It was through suffering that God made perfeet Jesus, the
ploneer of man's salvation (lieb. 2:10). In Heb. 2:18 the
temptation of Jesus is closely connected with his suifering:
"For because he himself has suffered and been teampted, he is
able to help those who are tempted.” A similar thought is
found in Heb. 4:15, where Jesus is described as a high
priest who is able to sympathize with human weaknesses and
"who in oisry respect has been tempted as we are." The
teaptation of Jesus may also be implicit in Heb. 5:7-10,
where the agonizing experience in Cethsemane appears to be
the incident which the author is dcaerlbing-a In this ex-

perience Jesus learned obedience through what he suffered,

that the author recognigsed an element of necessity in Jesus'
suffering, whatever may have been the groumis on which he
thought that necessity to have been based. On the whole,
however, the author's approach to Jesus' suffering is not
that it was necessary ‘{dci), but that it was fitting
(npéner)e Cf. Heve 2:10.

7The refercnce to Jesus' suffering "outside the gate"
(Hebs 13:12) mukes explicit that the author of lebrews knew
the site of Jesus' crucifixion, undoubtedly from the gospel
tradition he had received. Ci'. Moffatt, op. git., p. 235.

8Paul M. Bretscher, "Faith Triumphant--Echoes from the
Egistle to the Hebrews," Concordia Theological Monthly, XXXI
(December 1960), 733. Also Hoffatt, Ope cites, pe GO-



