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Ill'l'IODUO!IOI 

'l'here are several poadble approaahee to the taak of aGllplll'lDC the 

'11.oaght of tvo thinkers. One 11 the cr ... uaa1 •lho4. In lb.la aelhod 

the conceived tc.sk la to lift Ollt tram Iha vrlt11119 at HOh ot Ula two 

men the conclusions vhlah the,' reach on the general probl• and. oa aub

■ldlar7 problems. For example, '!haaaa aa791 1 H ta lmpn■lble lo attain 

to the knowledge of the 'l'rl11lt7 b7 na.tural reuon.•1 Avpa'1aa, on the 

other ham, oDJoina ue to •■eek the '!TlnU:v which la God, la the thl11g9 

themselvea that a.ro eternal, lacorporeal, and 'UDCha:ns-.able.•2 Va might 

ooaclUde from these tuo paaaa&e■ lbat \here la a bulo and ll'l'eooncllabla 

clltterenoa in the two men and. that av :lnYo■Hgatlona hlwe taupt u■ 

aomethlng re3fll'di~ the ballet, ot the two IUD. :But we ahall be ml.

taken, for a more careful aaal.7ala vill reveal that t1ut oppoaltlon la 

much more c0::1pllcated, £or the two ■an mean ■OllethlQR 4lfferant 'b7 

•knowledge, n "attain to, 11 and by 1l'ea■on.• With Useae material■, then, 

there is no baaie tor ad8C!11&'8 orltlal■-. 

A aeoond t71>e ot laveatlptloa la the ht.etcarlaal-:pa,oholoelaal twe, 

ln whlob the doatrinea helcl b7 eaoh are Men aa coueqmat• ot hl■torlaal 

1s-n,,9 ft.eol91lqa, Q. 321 .vt. 1, ! M!W• I ■hall make all 87 
l'eterenoea to 'l'homa11 to the ■eotlon ot the artlal• ln vhlah lt la tOIIDd. 
Unlna otha:rwl■a lD4laata4, 'the retereaae vlll :a lo I, I ot the !Pne .. 

2.D!, Tf:lnUata. Jlook 15. Oh. 4, Pal'. 6. I ■ball ute all Nf~aa•• 
,o '111■ book 1n Ihle tuhlon. tlal••• othez'VlM ■talecl., the ntereaae 
vlll be to DI T£1nUata. 
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oz, psJQho1og1cal cond.11ilolllng. la Ulla 1;p, ,oo, "'8 ctooviae ot lhe 

two •n a re not nalua.ted b7 'P1'inalpl111 lalerul lo 1ihe 1v.'8DeD'8 ot 

the doatrines, but b7 e hhtorlaal prlnolple, lmpliect ~ a phl101op- ot 

hiatOZ7, or by a pa:,ohologlaal pr1aolple (or priaalple■), lmpliact 'b7 a 

1iheOZ7 ot ps70hology. Tb.at noh 1DTe■Hpllona are pOHlble All4 Tal:aable 

I oonced.e, but only as llluatr&Un or peJ'hapa parllal proot of 1ihe 

principles used in tbelr lntarpret&tlcm, not u prod1J6 the aorreoa■■ 

or error r,f the doatrlnea. Suoh an lnn■tlptlon ■ight aee the Rvwe 

a■ the l>roduat ot atolid mollld■bneaa mil the Jl! 'l':riritk5a the re■ult ot 

a ropentant reprobate. Or cme might ■ae the J!9 'l);:inUata aa the last 

81'ea11 prOduct of Noo-Platonl• and the fh■M a■ the lopoal extanalon ot 

arrogant ra tionalism, aoon 1;0 giTe "&7 to a :reaotton. 

T"no thi rd type ot approach-that attempted ln thi■ thaala-la ln 

terma of tlla atr-cJOture ot thought 1D each man. AD aa~tlon 1a made 

that notions or being a.ad of Jmowlecl&e and the pecnillarlty ol the tormu

la'1on of the J)l"oblem are d.etanalnatlve ot the ■tatemen, ot 1;ha thao

lo.slaal doctrine. It so, lhen 8DT luaa'1ptlon vhlah la lntere■te4 

prllllal'1l7 in the co·a.tent ot tha-doatri.ae■ nat lnTe■tlgate those three 

4eterm1na:mta. 'l'hls tha■la vlll be ooaaernecl vlth the phllo■ophloal 

clet8l'lllinanta ot tho statement ot the daatrbut of Goel in .Aq;atnu and 

Avguatine. 'l'he comparl1on 1a then not between 4ltt81'lng conalu!ou 

1'9Pl'd1nc eimllnr problem■, nor between dltterent ■8D, 'but between tba 

ctacramenta themaelTea am the avuatve of thCNi#lt w!thm eaah. 

Noat badaall.7 thle the■ll ii coaaernect VS.th the probl• of aahl•• 

1, attempts to dbccwer the name at the ono■Ulon beween "'° tbeolo

gle■• Sohl1u 'baaed 011 atat•enl■ interp:reW grammit!aall.7 an 
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:, 

lraglaall7 naive, on personal! tlea 10:olavcrae. lt• 1■ theoloO and the 

practical nonaeqttencea of thaolao wh:lch alone can Ju\!~ aaht.a •. Md 

to d:iaoover the opposition betvean tbeologle1 require• an anal7■1■ ot tlla 

'buls oi the ata.tement of that tJteolo0. 

I have chosen Thol!laa Aquln,u and. St. A~Una boaauae ftora the . . 
point of v1etr ,,hioh I be.Te taken the7 rapreaent the pl!:lmary cl.S.Tergeaae 

in -!Jh:1loo0ph1oe.l statement of theolOQ'• Wbat I mean by th:la ahould beo~e 

olear in Ohe.pter Two. At thia point let me ea;, e·1mp17 that; th8J' are aa 

oppouito a~ theolog:iaa can beaOM. 



OIL\P.t'B1l II 

TD KftAPllTSIOS fJ'I TIIIQLOGT 

Detore I oan dl■oua the aetaphJ!lla1 of the 4oavlne1 of Go4 in 

AvgwaUne 11ud Aquinas 1 must ate.ta the relation batvoen MtaphJalo■ an4 

\heol~• This will 1nvo1Ye a deflnl_tloa. of •taJb,a101, and. lhl■ 4efl• 

111 Uon will f ix what I ll8an bJ" the ten 1atapbJll1aal bula." 117 Pl"D'bl• 

1■ to dlocO"rer the matapbp1cal bale• 111 \he ■tatema11t■ of the cl.oavbe 

ot Oorl. Once discO"rered, I will auek to fozwalate t.he relatlom 'bewea 

these meta~1ca.l 'baaoa, which will take the ffffll ot prapoaUioaa. 11V 

tbeala 1c that these tvo metaplQ,llaal baae■ do not aontl'dlot each ot'bez', 

but rether t hat tho:, aro DaUtral am eq,~ po■■lbla np of ■tatlng 

the aea 11 tr.ith. 1 What I mean bJ thla ahoal.4 beaa11e altar aa l d.aon

atrate the t hesis. 

'!wo :procedurea are poaalble, 1'he 1111817Uo and t.ha aplhaUo. I · 

could havo started ':11th the doavlnea of God, t!le11 allolW. the •la

ph,Jalca h'om each one, then aCllllp81'84 '11ft. thla, beoaue ot l ta ft&U 

almUa.rl t 7 to the ao-calle4 moctun ■ole11tlfla ■athocl, m!&ht be rquocle4 

aa preferable. nut there la a aeocm4 poa■lbl• proailclure vhioh bu the 

a4'9&Dlage ot clarlt7, preolalon, am 'bl'nlty, 11114 vhiab I aball there

fore choooa. From propo1Uion■ whiob aunot be Cl•■tloaecl I ■ball •how 

• prlor-l the poaalble aourH■ vblab Mlapbplo■ aan lake, then ahow in 

Vhloh the cl.oatrlne■ of Goel 1IL A,.a■Une ancl .Atl'IWlll8 81'8 .. ,. I ■ball 

tba dlaouaa the relatlou 'betve•• Ille wo 4oovlne• ot Gad., 

11e__.1a·• S.. the •'11117 of at■lellN aid eH•••• lftll■ i■ ,u 



s 
lefmlUon I choo■o to Bi•• to u. 'l'h• dettllltlon doe■ ao-lnalcle vs.th 

all the pr1'11181'y worka labeled '•ta.phplae• that I hoe l'N4. It al■o 

appllea to larlJG oeotliona ot the boob am ••1118 Ol'Cl:lnarlly nca,te4 u 

epl■temolog. It further lnol'lld.e■ •eotiou .in boob on •tblmatla■ 

(Baaaell, Pr:lnclplns ,gt Mathmtla1), tbeolOG' ('1'111lah, Paul., Sp"pn,&q 

D,oloq 1), political phlloaop)v' (Bobbee, Lplathp), athto■ (NoGl'e, 

G. E., i'rlnnlnta Ethiga), ph71la1 (1fhltebea4, SpleR9f !!14 J!!! No4HP, 

VOl'l4), and many others. !fha detlnlllaa 11 eq,'111Tlllat to nah other 

oamon cleflnltlons as "Ula ba■lo pr:lnalplat ot realll)', 1 ■lme al'l. 'bala . 
pl'l.na:lples of real:lt7 must lmoln both m■tenae aad -■■enae, "tile 

elemental structure ot tba unlTer■e,• 1'behc 1• 'bellf5,1 eta. 

!l'he only categor7 which aoal4 be ldp■:r tbaa tb.e■e !■ 'bel11&, it 

being la detlned ao tho totality at m■tenaa 11114 eHeme •. But once ve 

have aald that it la thla total.it~, .,. haft ttnl■ba4 with U, and mul 

nov turn our attention to e:dateme and ea■enae. law \MN ·an wo 

po■■tbla relations that edateaa■ an4 a1■enae, aan haft to eaoh otlutl'. 

El ~er eeaenoe precedes exlatenae, GI' ezl•l•JIG• pnoeae■ ea■enae. BJ' 

•preoadeaP I maan that either exlatenoe l• reltte4 ••aae,· or e■■eue 

1■ ab■traoted tram exbtenae. nare an H'Nral otbel' Vll19 ot ■tatl11& 

thl■ ■ame th012&ht whlah ma)"' 'belp elw,ldate. !■■eaae l■ belJW la poael

bU1 t7 la .form ta l'e••·• Bzl1tenoa ta beo1111tna b -,talltJ' l• a.H•i-

.1■ aottou. !i"'.nia s.■ on17 g8118~ vae •. 11; i■ tru tor•- phllo■o

pher■, ~t not tor all. Ou ..,- aq '11&1 'beaa.lllg 1aal1111e• bel11& nth 

llh1'8heil4 or that being lnol11d.e• 'bea•lns ~1th Plato. Or \bat poa■ibll1'1' 

laal-,_e■ ao'hall lJ' · vl·th :Lel'blll■ ar thst vl Ulla .aotaali 111' we tllll the 

POl■ible wl·th Bae. Or *' .,. tlllll: fffll iJi _,_ v1 Ul .&l'l■totle OJ" 



that tOl'II precede• matter with ran,. Or that all thhp 111 ■otlou ••* 
fllltlllment 111 rest aa in .Aqulnu, n that reat la auage ot aol!cm, u 

Sn ■Odem phJaics. .All of Ulc!ae are ualoac,u vaJa ot ■tatlDg tu .... 

problem. The7 are the baela me\ap•laal qua■tiou, and. phllo■op!aere 

mq be divided e.ccording to vhlah ~ the poel tiou the7 Yb. Vi thln 

each decision there are otht,r cleoielona am vi tlda thoee cteolalou nev 

4ea1elons, which accoimtD tor the llnlltlpllalt7 ot approaobe• to Iba wla 

■etaph7Bic.~l problema. '111 th each 4eo1elon, hOHl'er, (Uld. Ilda i• !Jlpor

at for the thosia), the po11ibllltle1 ce cle1ladtec1. .Am the atap'br

da■ beaomec set. Content poured. into the mebpbJ'alo■, e-aah u dooulne■ 

ot God, hardene into a cletlnUe ■olcl. !he 'PJ'Obl• u to whether there 

le a dlatinction batvean content and fora, or whether oae merB•• lato 

the other, 1o itself' dependent upon a 'balia utapbJllaal cleai■loa. 

'Bov m..v basic as&Ol"tlon 181 either e■aaaaa preoecle• al■teue OJ' 

ezlatonae preoecles eaaeaae. Thi• propo■1tlon l■ fl&UtolO&laal, therefore 

a priori and tlleroforu traa11 De ozaJ.7- other poaalbll1'J' la l'bat they be 

oontemporanaous. :nut no po1■ible meaninc oan be fcnm4 lt. Uut7 be ra

&&rdad. aa contemporaneoaa auall a auppo■Ulan l• therefore abeurd. 

Bow can one decScle between tuml !Ure an wo poH1ble ..,.. Oae 

aau 11868,te one aide ot the cllaJ,ma'lon, prorilW '11111 lhe other le tl"UI• 

ht thla would nece111 ate an utraneom JD"lnalple, vbloh voalc\ be ._... 

how prlor to thla propoaltion. Bill aar propo■U1on l• the moat bula 

pr0po■1 '10ll, and. therefore DO prior prlnalple ND be fcnmll. 1.'hl• W7 1• 

Uaeretore ~ tleaa. !be other ._, l■ 10 ataanff a pl"laalple vhloh "111 

attlna one aide ot tbe ai■J,mollu. Bu\ tor '11a .... r ... oa no nah 

Pl'balple aan be tcnmd. '1'beref01"8 thl• ¥&:'I too l• ,m■cnmlll 1111111 therdare 
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lhi• ta no 11olut!on to the »1"0blea. 91Dl'e la no IIPl"lOl'l oholoe. 

NT aolutlon 1s thia. !'he ••• la an tnol'alilTa ••• • which 11oau 

lhat both s~des could be tne. But \hey au be ll"Ue UD4er 0D17 one con-

. 4ltion, tlw.t their truth le in tern ot theil'· ca,-bll111' tOl' aonbg u 

a matapbJaloal daaoriptlon ot '1le 'lllliTeHe rather than ba:dng aome epe

alalq tavored touch with real.U7. lt the7 are Judged aocorcling to lb.ail' 

aapabill t7, this meq.na that \he7 mut; be J'Gdgacl a poaflerlorl. ~t wt.U 

lt mean to Justify them a poaterioril U ll8aDII that va Judp them in 

two •&JB• t:le JUdge them, tint, aa a •lhaMtioal Qatea, in teru ot 

the conolotenoy oi their oouequenoee. !hq 111111 not involve theuelna 

l n. abaurdi tioa. The:, mast not be eolt•oontn4lot017, DOI' awst the7 haTe 

aon■aquencea which obviou.al.1' do not aaarml with N&li11°• '!'he aecoD4 

.1aUnca.t1on is in termu ot c0111prebeulTt11•■■• 'l'lleil' oomequenae■ nat 

involvo all of r eality. It a part ot :ra~l'7 ia oa1'1ie4, aa4 thl■ be

oomaa plain, then the prinoiple lack■ aOllpl'ehen■iTeu■a aad 11Ut not be 

u■artecl au tho basic prlnolple ot the uniftl'■•• 

lJ0t1 1 t is :9oaelble tllat one alcle of \he dl■J,motlon will ■tam '

teat Gild not thG other. But it la .J.eo po■d'ble tllat both dcte■ of the 

41■J,mcticm will stand u. One aan cllaocmtl' Wa cml:, b7 a thOl'oagh 

■"241' ot meta3)hJ&lcal 1,-teu. to Juli~ it aaaplelel.7 would. require 

an eternltJP. :But my read.inc up to thi■ \llle 1■ a pal'tlal JuUt1caH011 

ot the theaia to me. ti■ Ue■i• lt■el.t will ■ene •• par\ ot the ,root. 

I OGD\8114 that WlleH one or the olhel' •lcl• of'. the propa■itlon oaD be 

Pl'Oftcl apoelictalq fal■e or· aaU•aonva4lotQl'1', that we mut a■aume Iha' 

the WO are both ad.equate ae1arip'1ou of l'eallt1', ert-117 aouletea, 

111111 GCll!lpreheu1w, clittarlng cml7 ln the-,■ tll87 ■11°• lhe UDiT11l'■•• 
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thla ■eana that they v1ll appear 4lffe:renl 1n their t--iauoa. 
Al thta pota, I ooulcl prooee4 by uovbg the aAequq ot botll S.11 

4ealiag with the Bat:19 :p:roblea1. :Bui ■w,h 4•on■tntlon vaalcl 'be tatllltte. 

I will therefore atteapl to uae thle :prlnolple ln rateranoe to the probl• 

ot Iha 4ootrlnes ot God. Mi' aontenUon 1■ tm, Aq,ulnu 11114 Avpatlu 

lake Qppoa:lte aide■ on thia Mlapbploal qu■\lon, that .IQ.1WIII■ 'bel1ne■ 

■d■tence 'Precadea ea■ence and. .&ugu\tu e■■enae '° :pl'8Clecle al■tenae. 

l •hall a,tempt to allow how Iha c!ealelon ta eaah atteot1 \heh dootrlue 

ot God. Before I go cUraatl7 ln\o \he doovinea ot God. I tlncl l, neaea

•1117 to daaor1be BOUl8 ot the 1eaold&r1' aetapllplaal cl■alalou ol lhe wo 

E:clatenca !)reaeclea a■■ema ta !hOIIM. Ba 1,qa 1n hie eo■q !!a 

llalnc and Eaaenoa that fOZ'II t■ tha 1aaluall'7' ot •"•I'• Matte 1■ 

po'8ntlal. :i'rom the !>otenfllal '1le aahal tollan. 1 Bu, there are 

4~erent poaalble ,,._,,. ot aonaetvlag a■HII08■ Pblloeophen a■ viclel)' 

4lfterant aa .Aristotle and VbUaheacl aaaept thl• 'Pl"laalple. :heenae■ 

are al lb.er def'inl tion■ or relatlODI■ !rheJ' are al lhal' 4■tfflllnate thlnp 

or claterminate relatlou beWHD thlDP• R'o thtr4 ldn! ot ae■eaaa l■ 

oonaaiftbla. Tha■e a11aa, tile poeeiblll Ii••• !l'llmu till41 hl1 a■■ao•• 

111 4etlni Uona Of thlnga. In !alK l!ll if•pp• ha Nflll 
8E■NDIS■ le 

vllat la ■Scn1£1e4 b~ the 4atlnitlan or Iha •~••2 IYel-7 pal''1oulu' 

1111iag ha• an ••~-•• vhtab. hal a cldinltloa ln '8na of • aena aDcl • 

41ttel'11Ltla. E.g., soorau■ te a ■-• Nu l• 4afln■cl a■ • raUonal 

lo,. St. !hall&■ Aqu1Da■, a 11111.·11 :B•!IP'H (llev Toni App1e,cm
ca1ur1-0r~,.. Iaa., 193?), :P• a. 

2Jld4•• P• 7• 
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•Saal ln Aqu1Daa. But anSaal too -.. an ••••-• vhlah ln hrD ii 

4etlaecl. 'l'ha eaaencea therefore tall t.zato a heir~. fhl• 1a om 

po■alble wq ot treatl11g ••••no•• wlWn m■tena••• !he~ otllezt 

v.,- ot deali:Qg ,,Uh th!nga la u a ooaaerlea ot ral&Uou, u ln Vhia

hea4. Slnoe ve are COD081'D84 vlth the 4oaU1M ot Gad., ve llaw to OOD

•14a thla po1nt J"at• In vhat ■Ocle doe■ ea■enae mat 1n God 111 a aohaa 

•w,h aa thia1 The easanae ot Goel ca1111ot be a detlnltlon, alnae tbat 

voald mean th.-r.t GOd ia one ot a gemm ot Wap, which 1a owioul,- talaa, 

Goel IIWJt 'be def'1ned in the hi.pat oatqor., of th11188, vhloh la •••••• 

aa4 uiete:aoe. Since exiatenca la prb&Z7 to eaaODDa :1.n Tho:aaa, the 

e■■ence ot God is His edatenae and oannot be deaaribl4 1D IID1' olhel' 

tene 'but thoao.l I will veat ot Ulla in sore detaU 1D later •eallou. 

Aquinas then has made tvo me'-Pir,.laal claaltlana. Edatenaa preoecla• 

•••ea.ca. !rhe ca,oenca ot a thing la U• detlal tlcm, 

I IIWlt no t lmdertake a alallar lm-e8'Sptlon 1D Aagudlm. Sere 

the op oal tt> decision ia made. ID hla ea..,- 9A !hi. 1£11. !ill A,JgUtlu 

■hon that all the truth an4 vlaclam vhlah we tl:114 111 the vorl4, n.ta'ble 

and imperfect, have their aOUl'Oe 1D an lautable u4 perfect Go4. ti■ 

la the e■■enoe that preaec1•• all azl•NDN• •Jor lt all '1d.DP vhloh 

are, will ba, l)l'oriclecl no fOl'II bu baa taJcen ~• Iha '118 f.aulatable 

tom l t■alf, b1' which all 1111\&ble th1ap n.bal■t th&t 1;bq 1111¥ be hl

:f1Uecl and gcw8l"ll8Cl b7 the 11aw• ot '1w1J" fora, !a their prori4ozusel 

for tb1nga would not be, S.t U were not.•,. !bl• 1■ Iba til"■t 4eol■la, 
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an4 l I■ •aning will be tarlller olarlfle4 aa ve fl.114 s., 4anlope4 la ■ea

llOA s. Eaaenaea are in teru ot relaUana rathor Ulan la 4etllaUlou 

ot th~. ~n.111 :la OTident 1n A'Qlllatlu '• 4ill01Dla1on. ot \be amlQCle• 

between number and truth, whlah are alWQa clilaudou of l"elallom. 

hah diaauaioua are eml'bitod both in 2a, l!!I, !tU ~111 an4 h 941!11. 
.,..,,, •. 

.Arl,uinao does not negl.eat rela'1ou, hOlfffel'• Wo pdloaophel" onl.41 

■lace the relu:tions CY! tbe and sgaoe, aong othff■, are too obrlou a 

pa.rt ot our experience to necleot. Ana. ao o■ana~ i■ aUaohed. not OA17 

lo the ~cnuo of oubotance, but to tho aaura ot quaa,1'7, qualll~, aD4 

tho otht)i" a;even. S But the last n!ne G91l91"& a.re po1'8rlor to 1!Je gen■ 

ot oubat~,noe. One spew ot th'l8a pura O?llJ' in relatla lo 1111.batuoe. 

!l'h■r arn a. ptU't of e aubett\noa. '!'bey an a.tlaohecl to aubataaae u a 

geaa (man 1o en e.uimal) , aa a prapert,,' (an le p-.Uaal, i.e., ••• 

laaguege), r.a a.n acc1dont (uu hM f1n tlqen oa each haDl). 

In A~ a t 1ng, ol'l tho otMr hlml, thU'O !e no 4latlmtlon betwu. 

nbataaae nne. tbe other genera. '1'!la relatlou are JJl"1m17, &Dll n.'batuae■ 

become cnngerias at relations. !hi• can be fo,md refleoted 1n lllaQ' part■ 

of Augutina. 'l'he 898q Ra l,ll!. !U!. !ill la one ot AU&U'1U '• a\templ■ 

to fl'Dd the prlm.r., relation• of the ,mlTer■el an4 in th11 "N1' we clla

ooYer 1n1111ber1 truth, 'baaulJ, the goo4. 

~.aia latte1· 4lat1natlop, ~ third that I haw mde, al.so atteat■ 

\he cloo\rlne of Goel. .rue, in vllat 11112,' I aball at■au■ latel" Sa lh■ 



CJIAPDR Ill 

'rWi: PltOBL'EN OF !BP. BXIB!E'B03 OI OOD 

.tqulnaa preaento proof, tor lhe al■teaae of God. !he hlalOZ7 ot 

the proota tor '118 existence ot God, vulher '1187 are •114 am how 'be7 

are •ali<l, ia ~ metapbJalaal probla, tor upGD buio melllphialca1 4eol

■lou depend the TalldUy ot the proOfe, u well a■ the aaDiag ot U'llth 

and knowledge. The J)J'Oof■ la ,iq_1dau 4epu4 upOA hi■ tlnl deal■i.011 tbal 

ezlatenae preoedaa a11enae. It ezl■taae preoecle■ e-■enoe, then 1t la 

the k11owledse oi exi■tant thing■ that preae4• knovlectp ot eHem••• 

Hwaaa ep:lotomol c,a beglu vUh a noetiaal pup ot lbe e■■eaae■ of Ille 

um.verse and then reaaone floCIII '118••• !he ■eal'Oh tfll' the tnovledp of 

GOd ZIIWlt, au evemhiag el1e, beein vltb the tlnl e■■ua•• iatultecl "bJ' 

the mind. 11~heretore I aa;r \bat tbl■ 1ropo■1'iOA, !al, W•I•• ot lt■•lt 

1■ ••lt-eviclont, 1·ar the predicate l■ the ■- &1 the nbJeot, beaauae 

God. 1a lila awn exiatonoe •••• How beaaue we do not Jmov Iba •■■-nae ot 

God, the ;proposition :I.a not 1elf-nlcle11t to •• lnat uecta to be 4•an

atrated 'b7 things thAt are more lmovn to •• Ulaagh letl■ known lp thell' 

. ' natura--n.imeJ.¥, b7 Bia etteot■.•1 

Therefore !homa •• pz'OC)f1 are pl"oot■ vblah prooee4 frGII the etteot■ 

to· the oauau of the■e ettea,,. .All ot !haaaa1• aqaeat■ are ba■loal.17 

arcumenta from the etf'eot to tho Clllll■e, althoach lha7 lake tlTe 4lttarenl 

fora■• the argamen\ tram aotlon, fl'oa efflolal omH, frGII po■■lblll'7, 
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fl-OIi the gra4at1on ot q;ualltlee, &114 :frOII the ttnal aaue.2 .AU at lhaa 

4epen4 ,apon the argmaente tziom oa,me vhlah la t01llld. la Ille e■■q 9a 

Slnae existence preaedea eaatnoe, m■teaae l■ ■epuate ha 

eHemea. Since exletanoe preaeclea e■■enae, 1111 e■aenae auaot aabieYe 

alatenae throUi.'dl ltaelf, but amt aaht,ne 1' tl'am anot~.. kt Ible 

vOllld lead to an inf1Dite regreH, am lhn'etOl'e tbare 11m11t be ■omethlllC 

vhloh la aelt-aauaed. And 9DJ.7 a. belnc in vhlab. m■teDDe doe■ not pre
aecle ee■eJSaa can be eeli'•oauaed. !heretare there 1111111 be a 'beillg vho■e 

azlatenae ls his easence. Aid thle 'being we aall Gact.l 

l!Jov the other proof a oan be n4uaed to the abcwa proof. .All affeah 

are mollona, and uo motlona BN not atfeata. Daeratora there mut be a 

■eU-■cwad mover. S1m1larlr all poaalble■ an 'PN•lble■ u effect■, ad. 

all ai tacta werR ome poaal'blea. '.ltae gradation of q'll&lUlaa la almpl.7 

a p&l"ti012lar k:lnd of effeat. So alao final aauae■ are afteat■ ot ettl

olent oauaea. 

'!hel'ef'ore all of t'ba proof■ are ~laat■ of au, llllll lbat omt proaf 

4apellda upon the tlrat two metaphplaal 4aalalom. Once .Alrld,nae bu u4e 

theae 4eolalou, a avtaln idn4 al proof t• the ala:'8aae ot Goel baa-■ 

poaelble. Th:la oonat:l tu.ta■ the 4a■artp,loa of the •laplt,alaal 'bul■ 

tor Wa aagment of the 4ooulm at Gad.. 

!!be p~oot for the a:l■teDDe of Gad. ID .A11g111tlae lab• • 41:ftel'eDI 
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tOZ'II. It 1a n :proot vh1ah rcoeiftel U■ olaaalo treatment Sn DeaCJarte■ 

wt th aome dltterenaea e:n4 ia fcnmd. repeated, vi th ftl'laliom, in plalon

S■lne ph1loa0phers throughout the Id.al~ ot thaucht. acaallu waa 

oanal tted to thic proof' a.a ■oon aa he made the atap!Q'alaAl 4eol■lon Ula.I 

ea■enae !)reoedea exiatenae. For s.r ea■enoe Pl"eae4e■ m■taae, then 

thffe muat bo ao:ne e■aenae vhlob preoedea all ot e:d■lenae here on eal'lb 

and 'UJ)on ~hich all of axtatenoe clepe'lllla. .All 01"eale4 \hin,g1 depell4 upoa 

h!a tor thcdr e:datonce, o.11 tna ato.temnta clapmul upoa hi■ vuth, all 

beautUul things ~ on hi1 beauty, Rll good thinga upan hl■ &Oocble■e. 

Enz,-thing upon earth reflects \he ezl■tenae ot GOd, and. therefore it :I.a 

Olll.7 the tool whioh donlea hw.4 

lt l a only '-11th exvame pat1aaoo '11at -.ut111a proaeecla to pron 

vbat 1e moat me.nifeat 1n the un1nrae, tho ezlatanae of Goel■ !hi• tuk, 

whioh 1a tho task of book 2 of the !UR D l£II !ill pioooeed.a fl'am tbe 

Tagaaat kind ot exiatenoe, senee-illlpr.eaalon, up ,a d.laleatlaal ladAer ot 

•••enaea, whioh !l!"OCeeda upward■ to nmba:r, than to 'beaut7 aDd wl■4oa, 

and. finally to Goa.. Aml. tho :taat ot the matonoe ot Goel arm nw by no 

■ean■ be doubted. 

This oonatitutea t"l1e deao:r1plion ot the •tapbfllloal baokll"OUD4 d 

A11cut!na 1■ proof for tho exiatenoe ot Goel■ Each la cletel'lliucl 'b7 ~lzi 

two 'baala ma,aphJ&iaal aeaiaiOIII. Jolh praofa ae in a J>Sl'°'lcala1' HUe 

Tal!cl. Tet bot11 proo:te dut'er because at the 4ltterlac utaphplaal de-

ctaS.ou 'Ul)OD wh1oh theJ' ra■t. 

"8,ieatioy fE2!9. ¥:I.IQl Phllo■9Pbtf.• nlahar4 P. NoXeon • .alt• 
(Bev TOl'lca Charles Sarllmer'■ Sou, 1929, l, l.S• 



ESSJfflCi AUD mnum; l'B AQ.1JID& 

!he e~e ot the datlnltlon ot Go4 tn .lquiau aDl1 Avcaa11tne 1a 4e-

11enlnect ~ the three metai,h.,ffloal uo1a1cma eaah Mlle. In .tq,111nu '118 

three are1 (1) existence preoede1 e■■eace, (2) the •■■••• ot ~ 

la 1'11 definition, (J) the o\har lc1114• ot belag, rel&Ucma, estat 0111.J' 

111 refereuce to aubataaoe, 11114 thq edel la 'lhOIIU u gem, proper'71 

or aaaldent. Thia will exhaul the •'8pllploal equlJ)IND.\ vhJcb I vlll 

UH to ahow the shape ot tho doatr!u ot God. la .Aq,ulau. 

t;e be&an with the PJ'OOf tor the esleteaae at God. llaw that ve lcnov 

1111a, Goel oxiatn, uo mus, diaaonr Hie e■1eaae. 'Bu\ hov dove dlaaonr 

an ••ae.nco7 A.a I said 1:n 1ea'1cm l ve do 10 "b7 lle&U ot u 1nn1Uon 

vhloh 1n. a s imple, unr11ride4 aa, aontzicmla Wal• ezlalent '111ac. Ve 

P'Up the eaae.ace ot a doa when we••• a dog. Bu11 va ~•do••• Goll 

ln the name~ tbat we aee a doC• lie do ,no, ■-• K1m u a aelt•aancl 

■Ol'er, aa a first caue. 1fe tnaw Bill cml7 1naotar u Be oan be knOVD. 1A 

Hie etteola. Aa aaaeaae aan be known oal.7 vbeD. the Jmawa dlreatl.J' acm

tron\a the exia-tent. Oar aontron\&11lcm ot Goel 11 l11Ureot. TheNfON 

our lmovle4ge of Gael i■ 5:adil'eo11. !henfOl'lt ve aanaot JcD.ow Ille ••auae 

of 004. "Therefore, a oreatecl laullaat OUDol H■ lho e■18D08 at Goel 

aleH God. 1>7 Bia P'aa• unite■ BSaelt 10 the ueated lDWlaot, u aa 

o1)Jea11 llade intelligible to 1, •• 1 n ... •• :tint ca.•■'1011 rill tben be 
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10 oualclv how He 1• not. Be vlU •• a 41•'1aotlY.e ■rUasla. Gal 
j 

la A OI' B. The world la A. GOil ta cHftffd :frca the Wl"14. !bu.ton 

Go4 le :e. • !o kuow God we oan loolc nt the nlatent thlQP we :ban &DI. 

4acluae fl"om thea what ve oaa Jca.ov ot Clod, but t t Ifill be a kt.114 of ...,. 

tlft knowledge. 

Wou Aq;aine.e d!sttnpahcd "between vhal la bOWD an4 wll&I ca be 

Jmovn. Gnt\ 1a not knon on earth, but He la caretal to nppl.7 an ep:l■te

■ologiaal ap!)are.tuo in wh1cb ve 01111 aq t!lat ln heann the bleeaecl can 

eoe God. Thomas B1'3Will that lt a Cl'ea\ecl 1ntalleal oould not ■ea God, 

lt oould nevor a ttain to beatitude. ht thla te oppoee4 to faith, fol" 

tho ultime.te: natural goal ot the maan 1ntellaot 1a to ■n Gocl.2 

Dut GOd. proridea the apparatu for tnowiQS Bl■• 1t md■leace pn

ae4ea &Hence, and. essence 11 a clet1nl'10Dt lben In Ol'UI' w kn.ow, ,are 
net be a f aculty 1n 111811 asgable ot apprapriaUng •llHII08■• lhll e■■uae■ 

an formal. Hence the tac,ul.17 vh1ah a:ppropriatea the eaa•~ aut 'be 
-, 

formal alao, since noth1116 which la material. aan apprOJl'late a formal, 

■lnae knowledge is of fol'IIIB. 'l'hl■ la vbal fhoa• ■eana ~•• with 

Al'latoUe, he a~ that the ldn4 oan in a ■8lllle beaGM all lhlap. It 

bu no nbetantlalt'7 ot tt1 an. It le 11ntral, blank. Ha total.1'1" 

1■ nhauted in the e■■enoe• vhiah t t acmtatm. low llaae God la 'P1IN 

fGl'II (we neecl not Jutlf7 Ilda at Vil■ i,oint), he oanno, 'be appff,pl'ialel 

'bJ' the mtertal. !!Ladore a torll!ll taoa1'1' :baa the potenttall _. of 

■ee:l11g Goel. '!homatl elaborate■ th!■ paint in <l• ·1~, .&rt. 21 !l.'he e■■uae 

ot Gad aaanot b~ 98911 throa&h a likae■a. Art. 31 !be e■aenae of Goel 

211dl•, q,. 12, .&rt. 1, 1 arnr· 
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aanol be aeen vi lh the bad.117 e,e. Ari. 41 !he ONa\e4 S.alelleat can

not 'b7 1 ta aawal powon aee the ell Tine eHenoe. Da.t onl7 '118 ble■■e4 

••• Gael, aim,e ODlJ' the bleaaecl an 41reotl.1' •oontroatecl b,- Goel am reoeift, 

15.ghl from God.J Thomaa 1■ thaoloa le vrt.,an. tu ma on. earth, hovffer, 

am1 not f9r the departed blaesell. ADI! Bl• 4oav1ntt ot Goll maal be wrilta 

tzoom the point of view ot a pllgrlm OJI. elll'lh, ■1:aoe ti la lfl'llten ,_ a 
l 

pllpim on earth; al thqh Thaaaa -· aalle4 cloglgr e,sellcru. he vu DOI 

'bleaaecl UDtll after hla theology va■ vrlUea. 

\ftJat then can ve kaow of God, S.t we aunot 11:nov hie e11unael !hroagh 

- s:tteata uhioh depend upon a firet; oauae we •oan be 194 from tbell ao 

tar a• to k n0\-1 of God that He mate, 11114 to know of Bi•• vha, nwt a,oee

aarll7 belong to Him, u the tbat oawae of all thS.1189, ezaee41zlc all 

\h1nga caused by 111m. Htnoe we know Bia nlationalllp wtth oreatvee, 

thal is, He ia thG c&'Wle of all Ulinge1 also tut areaftl!el 4Sffar 'h'm 

KSm, 1naancb. a9 He 1a not 1n an:, vq aaued. 'b1' .,_, 11114 Uat Bis effeat■ 

are :remOTed from Him, not by reaaoa ot ~ defeat on Kl• pa.rt, 'blit 'be

c:auae He auparex.aeeda them aU.~4 !bi■ aoutin.te• 1n IWIIIBl7 all that 

aan be kaom of God by aatunl r ... on. H 1■, la oCll,Parl■on, vlth aaftl'lll 

theolOQ' ln general, a pe■elll11tlo oa.tloalc oa an•• a'bll:1- to know Goel. 

!hclau therefore 8IQ'B that • 1' vaa neae■■al'7 te llllll •• eal•aflioa Iba.I 

there should be· a knovleclp renal• ._ God, be■icl.e■ tbe p!dloaophlaa1 

aaleDCea :revealed. 'b7 haan nuae. d 'lbenfore 41,.~ rnela\lon la 

'll!!A• I Q.. 12, Al'\ '• 1 fPl1{!!'• 
4.1Jd4., Q. 121 Art. 12, 1 PfflE• 

'™·. Q,. 1, .Art. 1, 1 ..,.. 
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neae■-1117 to make known further wtha. 1or aaa•• ■alTatlaa 4epeal■ 1lpOD. 

the vuths about God. Bola here aptn that Aq,ulnu 111u111n ot "'1ltha rat]mt 

than truth. J:la opaaks ln thl11 :fuhion 'beaaue thore la n~t a I lngle tra.lh 

ln heaven 1n \11J.1ah all euthl.7 tntb. ]>lll"liolpate■, bat rather \bat lnlh 

la the adequatlon of thau&ht to thing, l.a. 1 a Tel''bal alateMllt vhlah 

acreea wltb. the f'aota.6 n 11 obriou me tbat tbel'e &l"e aa117 trutu. 

It la abvioua that .f'ei \h meau something apealfta. ln We aontat tal 1h 

••ana tor ~:a.inae alng,17 aa■ant to tnlhl about Goel not kn.on b7 reaeoa. 

JIOI' other theologians fa! th laal111le1 a laqa eleMnl · of vut an4 l'eliallae. 

'!hamaa ha.a other terms to da■Ol'i'be Iha•• el .. nt■• 

Rnelation raupplemonta the vulh• of :reuon 'b7 aupp17lag a44Ulonal 

trutha tn order to complete 01D' Jmawlt4ga about Goel. '!bl■ aoull tute■ 

the aplatemologlcal backgromld ot '11.e cloovla.e ot Gad. la !bOll&9. Iota 

that I rne~aed the ord.81' ot 41■aulion 111 !l'hcaa■, p,a"tng haw ve know 

'batoi-e what we know, whioh la t'be ■octun VIQ' ot pWoaophi■lac. 'l'homu'• 

epi■temology baa aa a aOIUIIICl,118DCe that we oan beat kllov Ille ohal'aater u4 

■tl"a-.gth of the mind 'b7 eD11lniDa what it !laa pftll • in U■ beat aOMDta. 

!heretore the what oomea before the how. ~toloO pz,aaec1ea epS.atemaloe,. 

In th!.■ cue Thoaa aa,a what wcralcl ■cnm4 l'lcltnlou to moclenl eal'■I •.Ae 

hitherto ve haTe ccmalclencl Goel aa le i■ in Blmaelt, ve DOW IO OD to aaa

■id.er how lie la in oar ta.ovlec1p, thal la, how JJa 1■ klMMI b7 Cll"e~tvea. •
7 

A lll!Ml vhoae taWS.\7 la ezllauaW b7 1 \a tonal oanwa,■ u4 hall DO 

••l'lal part can be known GD17 'b7 ■eeld.JIS v11a, 11 doe■ Jmov. I aao-,, 

6nu, •• Q,. 16, -,. 1, 1 n'IYIE• 

'™·, Q,. 12., Art. 1, l ,,,.,,,. 



18 

Ud■ u a valid VBl'• !o ■how how it appUe■ pnal••~ in the tlel4 ot 

epl■l•oloa woald 1"aqu1re the ■aOJe ot ano\ber '118■1■• I thneton 

~•• the queet1on at tb.11 point. 

, Slnoe we, the lnhabl t&DI■ ot the eanh, oamiot lmow the e■HIIO■ ot . . 
Gael, we procoed b)P aeeJdq vhal doe■ not befit lhe .. •ena• o£ Goa. 8 

Allu1naa 60es on 1n. • aerlea ot q;ae■'1Gll8 to ■how ilhat· Goel l■ ■lil,pl.e, 

sbce a fl:rat 0&11ae cannot be aompo■Ue. !llefttore Ile l■ not .a 'boc17• 9-

Bor 1■ He co1113>01ed of mtter ea4 fGl'll.10 .AD4 IIOVt h&T1Dg e■tabllahecl lhal .. 
God. 1■ a pure form, • deaarlbe the ,mtquenea■ vllh vbloh·ve cleal vlUl 

the notion of God a.a 'QU?'e form. In 'bocl7 theH 1B a 4l■Hmolion betveea 

e■■enoe and suppoeitm. :ti:.g., Soantn, the 11141Tl4,ate4 belag, 1• a 

■uppo■l t ,m. The essence ot Soon.ta■ 11 man. In Ood there 1■ 110 4la

t1naUon bet~en auppoal t• am a1■enee, !ha,- are S4a'1f1e4, The 

e■■enae of God le the aame u B11 ul■lena■, ■tme Bo l■ ftnl aaue. 

It the7 \1ere cltfte:rent, God voald be aaue4. In tlil■ :reapeat al■o lie 

4lttera ·from bo4taa. AplD, ba la not COIi~ in a __., ■taae there 

1■ 'bait one God. ior are lhen uold■nl■, slaae aaol~ent■ . oanr cml.7 la 

■O:Ulhiug in which e■aence &D4 nppoa1'1111 are dlfte:real, flul:refo:re Jmav

l■cl&'e about God 411'f'81"8 fltOII lmowledp a'boa.t caapo■l le WJPP in ., 

(1) we do not aaek to plao■ Gael ln a pnaa, (2) we 4o not ■eet aoolclalll■, 

b) we cannot know hi■ e■1enae ~ 4eftnlt1on. Whal 1■ i.n, !l'h■:re 11N 

tour kind■ ot knovleqe about a tlllna, Ve aaa lmoV Iha pnu, the prap$''7, 
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the aaolclent, tho clit'f'erentla. We haw ,een tint then anno aoolcleat■ 

ln God. !here la no senua, alnae thara 1■ one Goa, anct for tbat i-eum 

also there ~• no difterentla. !hat leaTaa pziopar,,- al.on.a. 
. . 

:But here a large problem vlaea. Propertle■ in compoe!te thlnge are 

cled.uecl frOl!I the eBBenoe ot \hat thing. Jhlt we aannot know tbn •~•ona• 

ot God.. And therefore the prOpertlea ot Goel, lf '118:, are ta ba Jmovn, . 
nat be known in d1tterent ..,.;.. There are lbna vara \bat ~ Gall be 

applied to God. The f!r■t are names that are ap3>llecl to him nept!Tely, 

aa not compoai te, or simple. Second are Iha maea vhlah 4e■arlba bla 

relation tc his creatures, aa tirat oaua. Wllat about ..... appllecl to 

God af'f'lrmatively, such aa gooU !hi■ probl• !bOIIU tlkea 11p in Cl■ 13■ 

Some have tried to reduce the poe1tlYe tan■ ,o noga'1'ft 811d ralall••• 

■qlng that good, tor exmnple, meana the ab1anoe of ml in God, or that 

lt :refers to God as the cause .of gOOcl thinp in u. !home eap that,,. 

■eau more than tb1s by good. Ana. ao good la ]>l'eclloatecl 4lrea'17 of Gael, 

'but l t 1a predicated ot God oaJ.7 1naotar ae 111111 can ••• the goad 1a'bat 

la in Goel. :But this go0d.nea1 le ■aen · onl.7 in effeot■• And ■o '!110!!1118 ■QB 

that 11the aforesaid Jlalllae aig.nlf7 the diYlaa n'batanae, 'blll in aa ~ 

feat lllallDar, even aa creatve■ l'epreacmt 1 t illpel'f'eoll.J'i • ao ln '1le oue 

ot goOcl we mean. nvhatever good we at\rl'ba.la to ueamea pn-exlel■ Sa 

God, and ln a higher wq.•11 Suah po■ttlfl q,alttle■, -~• ..,., appl7. 

lo man and GOd analaalaalq, no\ ,mlyooall.J', elaae the ,cood. In -:a aD4 

la God are dU:tereDt, not again equiToaall.J', ■!no• Gad 1• Iha ■ova• ot 

the goOd 1n 1118D■ bretore . the cc,ocl la aaa ll aaalogou to the good of 

u.D.U,., Q. lJ, Art. 2, 1 H!DI• 
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Goel. Since ve kn01t God onl.7 thr~ Bl■ eftea\■, we know Bl■ poct11e■■ 

oDl.7 tbl'OQ6h Hts oreaturaa. 

Oaa further point here. Talldng about 004,, IIDl \heretore a 1oa·v1mt 

ot God, la alwaya f1o0::ll the ataadpolat of man. Gael i■ ■lmple and. pare. 

!bat ve appl,- dif ferent namaa to Goel and oan make attlmatiTe Pl"opo■lUom 

abou\ Him !a due to man's pa.rtial we:, ot loold.ag at ma. The propel'lle■ 

\bat we know or GOd ve knov then1 la. tbree _., aoptlTel.1', lh:tough Ilia 

:relation t o us, e.rul analoslcallJ'. 

!l!he f'irzt section on \ha doavlne ot God. treala him ugatlnl.7. .Al 

tbla point ,:n could almost p:redlot (1n broad cna:Ulne what Thoma■ 'Ifill 8IQ" 

about God. ~usstlona ) to 11 deal wUh the proportiea ot Ood. aa tbe7 

ed■t i n God Himself. Suoh a.re the neca.UTa prope:rlle•~ ■lmpllolt7 or 

ab■ence of composi i;ion, 1. e., or bo4T and. at mttu-1 then pertootlon, 

or pure actualit:,1 or a'baenae ot :potatJall\n lhen goo4neaa, which l• 

podt1Ye , in that nary belff6 1a goocl, 'but God alone l• pare cc,oclDe■■I 

then intini t7, 11inco God !a not tin!. to1 tha 1mlllltabll1'7,. ■lnce Gad 

doaa not cru:.nao; then eternlt7, beca•e God le tlmele••• 

Following th!a c~e the propertlea ot Ood ~loh beloQS to Bill be- • 

cause ot Bia relation to Bia creaturee. !llama& expl'e&■e■ '111■ t:lnt; of 

all in terms ot God in Hie ,m:l'f;T, pnri.CRII to Bl• cUaouaion ot t;lle 

!rinit;7. First came■ (1n queat;ion V•) a 41eaualon of 004 '• knowledge. 

G04 has kn.ovlodge beoauaa .Ha la 1-atalal. lnovleclP, vldob !hoau 

clet1nea :ln oonalat;ency with hie epS.atemoloO• vblah tollowa fl'om llle 

••tapbplc■, 1a the appl"op:r:latlon ot the e1aeue1 ot '11:lnot• Oa•'• 
Gapab111 t7 iucroaaea aa hi• taaterlal pol't, the ■oal, eDlal'P• alll hl• 

••ial. pa:rt, the bo47, cloaa not o._tnat hhl■ Go4 '• knovlOltge 1• per-
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teot, ■inae I!e 1a purel.7 1 .. lu!al. Ood thentora bow■ all. 'Ilda 1• 

aieo the ans,1ar to the problem ot the rolat:1011 ot the lite ot cioc1 to Iha 

11:te of tho creaturea, tor in Goel to lbo !ie to know, and 11me a. Jqun,e 

all thingo, all thinss live 111 God. 

GCkl hlu: will also, Ginae vlU tollova 11po11 lntelleot. 'lhe lntell.eot 

exleta i11ao£a.r a.a 1·~ kne111, tor lt lu\a 110 ccnpount outside ot t.ta JtO■-

aeaaed kn~ledav. When U doea ao\ know, it tend■ toward aomelhi115. 911• 

tead.enc;r Thoma& calls will. It 18 al"819 a rill tovard good, tor all 

tld.oan tem touard the fultlllmont ot their ovn nat'\11'••• wldoh la a poa.. 

But God ,dllu good to H!a al'eature1 aleo,12 for natv&l thl11g9 bave a 

aatural i ncling,tion to diftue tholr good ae tar aa poa■lble. .AD4 ■o 

Goel vllla Hi moelf to be aml other thlap to 'bal bllt Bimaalt aa to the ••• 

and other thinge aa ordaiD.94 to that eDll. 

~e i s, furthermore, lO'l'e 1n Gael, ~ 'lhoau1, quoting 1 John 11161 

Goel le lovo,13 tor "lcwe ia tu flrat 111onment of the vUl aD1 ot ffNT 

appet1 tive pm,or. !L'l:da lon ii d1reota1 to f!l'lf8'/!'J' ex18'1DS thiq, einae 

Be mad.o it, i7:.JXl. it is therefore gooct. 

God. 1c creatlOD. la oallecl Jut• calling attention to Bi■ villiDg 

tbat all th1Di1s have vh&t la proper to the co11111Uon of eaoh.14 
'lhere

tora Justice has bean callec1 vu.the for vu.th ls tor !heme '- eq,'U&Uon 

of the intellect to the 1i'hhll and 1n Goel the conae,tlcm ot hoW lhlap 

12™. I Q,. 19, .,. 2, 1 M9DE• 
13DJ!., "• 20, Art 11 1 MIDI• 

~-. q,. 21, Art. 1, 1 rnmr .. 
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ahoul.4 be ln ~oord vlth the V&1' lhQ' are.- Goel la al■o powu, as.nae pQl(ff 

la aatual.1'7, and ·God la pve aat.15 

I wlll conclude the ctl1cruelon ot .the e1■enae all4 a\lrl'bule■ ot Gall 

in JQ.u1naa here and proceed 'lio a a~leoa of the eame probl• in 

A,agaa\ine. 



Oll&PrD 1 

IHE DOO!BID 01I 00D IB A11JUS'11D 

.All 1n the case ot !lhomaa I vlab. to eol't'e thle JJl'O'bl• in .apatlae 

Q' ahoving that hla dootrlne ot God., in Ua tonal aa,ea,, proaem u 

a reaoemsable conaequenoa of three •laplrpioal cleolalou ot ftl7lna 

priori tf• The first 1a that eaaenoe preaele• exl■te.,.. Ille ■eaonll l■ 

lh&t an aaaance ia a formal· relatlOD, !ha thirtl ii that a per■on 1• a 

ooagerlee of relattona. 

Bow 011 this bna1a "111 AUguetlna ■ol"N tbe •- pziobl•• 111&1 ftamu 

Ht■ before hlmuelt, and what ton will Ula doatrlne of God tab in ~ 

t.lna1 

11.Ht., tte clo not . sea God. u the 01111H ot the effeat• which ve •••• 
' 

tor va do not &Aa esaanca tram extetanoe. tfa aee exl■teme lhl'oa&h •••--•• 

We ■ea the world thrOQ8h the illmlaatlon of tbe e■■enoe flt Goel. But 

what le lhe eaaeilce ot GOd., an4 how 40 ve ·com to know u, In AUgUtl• 

Iha eplatemolcgiaaJ. problem le JJriul7• In '!hallae ve learn about epiate-

110l0&7 b7 azaminlac. the beat umplee ot what •• know. lf1liJ' vu ezpla.lned. 

Jl'mouaq. Dot ao for .A'QSUUDI• It 1• not po■■lble to look al a ••'t 
&Del :tlni■hed prod:aot of the l!lin4 f• .Augullne, ta tbn• la DD auoh 

lb.lac aa_ a determinate a■-•••• !here are 1DtiDlte rela\lou, irhioh '11a 

■lnd. ln a oonatant 4lalea'1oal prooea■ attempt■ to 41HONI"• "Bau• 
.... 

i'l■elt 1a awal7 ahown to be 11111&bl•1 ■S.1111• U ■c-■ll•• • 11•'• 
10 

U'J'lTe at truth am eameti•• doe■ no, a,temp', to, an4 ■omellma• a1Tift■ 
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&Iii e0111e1itmaa doaa not.111 Then 11 no point alon, tld,■ palh vhloh we ca11 

take aa 4ete:rm1nate. To dlaonu the ••• ot 1111141 we lo aol looll: al 

:l I■ pracJ:a.at then. but rather at 1 t■ fmlat!CIII. .&D4 W■ tuoHon l■ ,.. .. 

arlbe4 in the cltaleatical alN'Oh te lmowle4ge. lbe :11anllel to ~•• 

aaretul reasoning about the natve ot Goel 1■ the 4laleotlaal ■elll'Oh tor 

804, aa empllfied. 1n the goptaallnu Bili la the 41al~ ~ Jhl la.I 

Vlll. among other. 

A'QSWlt:l.ne cloea :not rea1on fJoom oonoepu and prlnolplae to thell' aon

■eq,u11eea, as does .Aqulnu. Be 'beliu v1 th the ooueca,'11811Ge■ &1111 41■aner■ 

the prinaiplea 11.!>0D whiah t!le7 clepelld, aaaliM • Wd.er o£ hlft'N'ohioal 

relations until the mind. ot tu Cbrt,\Sa ftnll• lhe a■■enae vpon which 

'1lo whole world depends. Ben \bare la no aamplele .. 1•ntlcm• ot ta!th 

1111d reuon, tor tbe:v pla.7 a polar par, 111 the 41&1,otlo. llaaaoa la tbe 

rational procedure, talth tu emotional aUaaJmea, to Goe!, the feeling 

for the personal conaequncee · ot the rational lmOlflac!ge. r4Gh atfeat• 

the other. Xnnwleclp ot the v114GII ot Goel 'beoCIIH per■oml la :taUh'• 

lraat in it, vhloh ln tvn point■ the Id~ to ■eek turlber lutanoea ot 

the Vlaclon ot Goct. 

Aaluall7 all or the Ohrl■tlan emollou aAcl all 0~ the ftl'lGU put• 

ot thln1c1ng !>la.7 a part ln thl■ ctlaleotta. 'Die h14he•t eaotlolllll elellenla 

ve taUh, l1ope, an1 lon, vhloh aomll.'1lle a lda4 ot vllll'7• lt •01114 

'be a ■i■take to uawae \hat A111U'1• ue■ the•• vol'Cll ocmalaleDtlJ' 111 

th• ._. vq. tor in a dialeotloal pr.aoe1• ot l'UIIODiDC tlltl'II• ,are 'bebg 
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aoutan'17 t:r-.tormecl. Jlovnu, he 40111 :reach one ill•lnaHns 1ne1 

in paragraph 13, book 1, ot the Sollloq,ara, vh81'8 he cletiua nucm u 

the mllll1 ■ aot of looking. lbJuon pl111 Tlalon• vhlah la a l"ighl U4 per

feat aot ot looking, 1a Ti:rtue. Jal 1h le Iba belief la the th lac the llllll 

tUl'lle to •••• which being ■een gln• 'ble■-eclne■■• Hope l• ttie J11dpe11I ot 

the mlnd. that 1 t rill HI 1:f U1 'ba.t loab. Oba:ri'>', o:r lon, la the c1e

•l:re to ■ea.2 

lnelation and roaeon al■o an in 4laleatlaal te•lcm. A Sarlpt11N 

puaage intol'l!la, than beaOIIOa more lle&llin(dal in the JHtraonal U4 rell• 

atoaa pa:rt of experience, which upffienae la mn p:rOl'lc!ea a taacl of 

tnlh which will ill'Ullllnate other Sc,riplve. 

!he :path to the knowle4p ot G04 1• thu a aincle one vUh polu' 

•J.-,1 ratiher than pa,rta. Bare reuoa and tat.Ila, \be h"Glllall aa4 the 

div1u, are in tenaion, proaee4 ,zpward to \he lcnowlaqe of the eaaence 

aac1 propert1ea of Goel. 

DI. Tfln1tate 1a the moat J11'ofomld. &1111 oGllll)lete ■tateaent ot '118 
I 

4oavlne ot Goel :ln .ADcaaHu. n ltaelt 1• written ln • 4lllleaUo, al• 

lhoup not a dialopa; auah a prooe4ve 11 lllplled 'b7 Avcutlu'• ept.ete

■olaa-. "' 

Bov do AvpaHna'• utapb,aiaal :pre-np:poalUou afteat hie etaw-

■ent ot tbe doavlne ot Goclt !Jut atallMDt, t1r■, ot all, la pl'ari■lcmal 

&114 llffOI' oomplete. .A.upal!ne doe• nol olalll to baft flDl■W hl■ 4la-

0Ullalon 11o:r to ban attalnad. '1'he 4laleatloal p:r~••• 1■ aa. ·"11118114lDC qu. 
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1111D allll allfQII OD1y appl'ozlaate a lauiv1.ap ot the 4oavlm d Goel. la 

taol, hie Jmowlec!p ahlfta alll! abangea tzioa c1q to d• u4 tr• hoar to 

hoar. 7or hi■ llte 1a 11.Tecl 1n dlaleoUo. lellgl oa la allflllll a aatw 

of knowledge. li'l'om knowledge pl'oaeecl■ lOYe, troll rN8on wlU. 

Bl■toriana Of theolom, haTe reaognlaacl thl■ 11114 h&Ye ••I tlll■ ap-tnl 

the theology ot AqvJ.nu, whom thq u■er\ 414 at'8111J)I a o011glele &114 final 

■tatement or the doatrlne ot Gael. !hi■ le a -,,,11114entanalng of the phU.• 

01ophla method of 'l'homae. l'or 'l'hoaa■, aUhoqta la a cUffuenl VQ, al■o 

'bellnea 'that the aeanh tor the Ira.th abou\ God tall■ ahet. '11• ■u.le-

118111 v!q, the:, \till tall ahet dlftaa la fhCIIIU ail4 la Avgullu, bu "119 

aonaluaion is the same. The r-■om prooee4 tz-011 W. •~la•• 
!rnth about God la ahangeleae IID4 e'91'ml. Hu'• Ira.th 11 relaUTe. 

liet 111e quote MclCeon cm thl■ polD.t. 

!ft&e philoao-phy ot Thomaa ~uinaa, t11en. aoulder■ 111 l1D'D the 
relativity ot OIU" tru.tha and the ohangelaH eternal nth of 
vhioh the d11cove17 ot nen a ·1e1111atln lnth 18 llllllaaUTe. 
We proceed by defini tlou 111 v.hlah ve attempt to uprea■ '119 
ctuid41 tiea of thinpa Iha we _. J11Cf&1UILU 'b1,' oa,cnm41DC 
and dlT14lng oonoents. 0ar deflnitlou 'b7. pll'U 11114 dlffereaae 
••• to atate the real, ,., the N&l l• AOt aon■tlnW ot 
cemu ud. spaaiea. hen the TUT btpDlllDC of ka.ovleclp, there
fore, ve are doamect to tall ahort ot a'baolute lnth■ ft8 ha\ 
tor def'lnltiou 8X,Pl'H■lllc 8ll8DH (Tltlll&N quol qulcl •• ,, le 
Dn'er at an ena..3 

In Avgu\lne u1 tl•le Jmowladge I■ aahlff94 vken all the relallou 

ln the 11D1Terae ua aontalull la a ■lllllle peroepHo• in a ■lagle • 1114• 

!bl■ ta ]JO■alble onl7 1n God. !'111• l■ a 41NOti oon■eq9D08 fJll hi• 4aal

alon to aall rel&Ucma the e■1ell08■ of '118 ml••••• KnovlidP 
1

• of 

•■■naea, and eaaenae■ &T8 of relatioa■• !olal Jmowledp 1• lberetore ot 
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all the rolations. D1aleatla ■ene■ to ·cU■awer. the■• l'elalS.01111. · Blpn 

rel&Hou vlll contain lover relaHou. !be law ot lnel'tla, tor empl•, 
ooaWu the ezpreaalom ot lmmaerable oacvreace.■ vl \hln t;lae uiftl'■e. 

!Illa lead.a A'U8'111t1ne to belle'fe bt lhare la u 1111ii•le •1'7, vhloh 

aoaalu all relations vUhia u. .'l'hl■ S.■ Go4. ·zuatar u 11111L allaiD• 

a lmowledge ot theae ha ha■ alulned · a Jcaovle4p ot Goel. 'l!&e ualc ot 

knowleclge ls also the talk of aonnr1lon &114 •al~\loa, to-,-•• 'be&ll

'114e la the eight of God. It la oleal' to ·••• vhJ' Avcutlm up :tb&I ,,. 

••• Uiro1J6h a glaaa darltl.7.• 

trow I will use thb matertai to eetabll■h a furtha point S:!i Avcu

tlne. It knowledge 1a ot relation■, then oar aovledce ot Clo4 mmt 'be 

ot zoela.tiona. Therefore, a diaOUB■loa ot '1la cloavlae r,f Ooct OI' !I. 

!£lnltate ln AVaauat1ne vlU be a 4laltiatlaal •"IIIP' to 4laacmtl' lhl 

Pl'llllal'7 relations ln God and ln the 11111.TeJ'H• 

!ho lovor ralationa, vhioh. an ■ON t•eHat.l.J' pzoa■enl tom, cle

JHtlld upon the hipr. AD4 all dapen4 upon God.. fo lmov 'the hlgllel" we 

begi~ with the lower. Oar mamial lil the ea,pl.OJMDt of '118 41.alaolla 

vlll be ■enae, reason, and Sol'lplaN. 

ibe lowel' :relat:lona deal vUh ■e111aH011t Uae bi&bar vllh the ratio~ 

•181181$■, Ula hlgheat vltll tbe 111\1-tie aatecozola■ of belDS• The aale

COl"la■ thamselvea are aoDiPJ'l•• ot ::relation■• '!Ila pzooae4Ve in RI. frlpl

late therefore mut .IL8Cl8H81'11J be fl'• the lovel' to the~•• 

In aotual :t'aot Aupatiae oan 'bepll oa a hSC-1' lnei-• .Aid, •
0 hi■ 

'beclnntaa is on the aeacml lnel vltllL relaliou vhiah azoe hlp. !l'he•• 
u. '11a •themlloal relatlou. In a 4ialeo'1a vhloh nu tuaagll tu 

Vbole ■cal.a, ae that Sa 'book wo ot .9a J!II 1111 !Ult the •the•tlaa1 
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rela\S.om do not come until b0-thlr41 ot \he c11alacaa llaa 'bHA oa.plelel.,., 

Jinn when the _ld.gheat catecorin 8N reaahe4, 'b.owffff, we 4o no, le&Te Iha 

•thellla'1aal rolationa. Auguthe 1ap1 

But vhen we began to turn a'bo1lt a• lt upwarde, we t011114 Iba.I 
nmbal'e also tranaaen4 oar ■ln4.a1 &D:l u.a, '1lq reaaln tam► 
able 1n truth 1 taalt •••• ':he le&rGINl •••• aDc1 \be aaholarl.7, the 
more remote the:, are floom eu'1117 "bleldlh, the ■ore tbaJ' look 
llJIOD both uumber and vied.om ln uu\h 1'8alt azd ho14 bolh uar. S 

llov 1 t may seam 1mp1oua to \he tollc ple'7 ot 11&117 vl th leHe:&' · OI' 

ll'Mler touahea of obsavantlam that God lhoal.4 be 411ouael in u.thematl

oal lena. Mathematica baa been the arUerlon ot vuUa for aaDT phllo■o

phar■ 111 ID8D1' agea, because 1t ottered. the poaalbl~itJ" ot •"•1nlns pzie

ol■lon anc1 comprehenaiveneee. A.114 tor a lheologlu vho ••• lhe Jmovledp 

or Tlalon of God a.a the prlmar., en4 of lite, it vlll 'be 1elt-muleratoo4 

lbat ha w1ll seok to emplo7 the .. o,t 1ophialloated apgantu Ill• eplate

■olao can employ. Th.11t ii •thema.Uoa tor 18111' phllHOJ)WI• Ve llipl 

aq h■re tho.t the ke7 to the 111dentand.hg at Ille clooviu ot Goel 111 

Avgaatlne ia to learn thr.t 1 t la put, in\o Mtbea'1a&l 1era. 

Av«a'1na in thel"of'ore oonaeru4 vUh 1ll1e 1111117 ot Gad. Be 41■cua■ .. 

lt ln dlaoueaing the proble11 ot the lnoorpor.UtT, the et---11'1', 11114 

the ■ubaunae of God. 'l'he •ua11• s.. \he prlaal7 tam 111 \be 4l■au■loa 

ot Goel, and hla f irst taak la to diaoonr tile 1Udta1'7 ele■enta ot OG4. 

!baretore. in boot 11 chllptv 21 he Hekl lo ■hav that the !rinl '7 • 

Olla Gad • 01117. God II tru Goe!. Jollowlas lbl• la a c! lao1111■icm ot Ille . 

probleu reprd.1ac the :relatlou ot •• Jl8:l'IOD la the MA1'1' to t11e 

4ot. a&i•• I, 4? • 

.SJlli4. • P• 48. 
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o\hu. '1'b.a final ooncluion. will bel the lather : \he Soa ■ tho Bol7 

Gho,,. !hla rill arise after A'Q11J8'1ne :bu ro4uoe4 t.na Un •cJ,ozolf)P, • 

••••'•• •honor," to me.themaliaal te:m!nolo.11. i: •. g. (book 1, ah&'pler 4). 

It '- Father gl.or1tlee the Son, doe■ tm.t IIND \bat "'8 Jalber l■ o•t• 
lb&ll lhe Son? Or 1n a,mbollo ten■, 11 r,-ST llo, fol' the HolJ' Oho■\ alao 

glGl'ltlea the San. Ther efore (in 1111bolta tezu)I 

CP>s) (m.,..s) 
•(:,7S) 

-<i~s 
'Jollowiag this is the pl'Obl• ot Je■•• Whal l■ Iha l'el&IS.ou at \he 

■enant ot tho Lord to God the Soni Jlere apln le ecaual.1'7. 'l'he ■el"ftlllt 

of God • God the Son. l3ut th1a beaome, olear onl.7 vUh the 4l■Unallcm 

la abaptol' seven between faahlo.a. and reall '1'• ~ ln tuhion l■ he le••• 

tor he appeared in lmable a1raullatua1■, althou&b he oonWIIICl the tull 

l'Nl.1'7 ot his divine nature. 

ln book anen A,Jgastiu goe1 into CJhl'i■loloO ln ■Ol'e 4etaU. !be 

l'eclapUTe act1T1'7 of Chl'lat too la tranalate4 lato •tbaatloal tel'lll

nolo.,.. Man camiot peoeiTe Ule tnth a'b01Ji Gad aa4 blt aoD4lU011 beoame 

ot the chao■ in hia Ufe. Thil ocaura thl'oas'b the imahrat• 4ed:re■ of 

ht■ ~teal mt-are. Beoaue ot Ihle ve taoe '"° ttea\b.1, the death GI 

the 'boel7 an4 tho death of the ,oa1. Chrl■I una ua 'b7 hi■ ODe Aeath. 

'lld.1 one death ot Christ aana ua fl'oa av WO 4eathl 'beaa118• ot '

buaODT ot one to tvo. !Ilia ,mt,•• \he pbJalaal an4 the •wia1, vhioJa 

Upre■••• '118 ba1la hanoq in the alffl'I• aD4 aahlen■ & oClllfP'Gl '7, 

■lllt&blene■■, aonaOl'd., -or aonaODIIIIO•• ,_ the ■oal ln ■- dlN when Go4 

1--.e l\, aD4 lhe bo47 Ale■ vha Use ■oal l...,.. ll. BIii Cbrl■t • 
lb.a ~ !bl• i■ .. 111, •• 
-a vl\b a ■oul am bad.7 c11e~ am 1a :re~-:-• 
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at.. Man, :peraelv1:ng thh ,mltJ', oa bring h11 llte 111,0 ~ vtth 

Gad., for 'hit aaee in Chrtet t.he•_• two· rolatlom, the 4apen4aee ot the ■aal 

U]>OA God, nnd thB depondenae ot tha bo47 "llpOll the ■aal. 'l'hl■ l• the lon 

ot Oacl, who wiohGa 600d tor -aan, and good for an t■ the Ute ~ banlOIQ'. 

!ho entire atoMmont. vitl1 a c1eflldttoa at the sao4, le put into -.the

•Ucal toms. 

Tho ults.1'118.te problem ot la '!glnlkH, la to dleaaa■ the rela\1011 be

tween the three penona of the !rrlnlt7. ::ror tide the •tbeatlaa1 aeotlcma 

are proJ)&l'e.tory. '!'he n.tonctmen,, for a::maple, :la cleHl'lbe4 ■8'U'lll ■ON 

tl••• oaoh time in more oomprohaabo tDl'~• In book?, al!aPt• 4, 

Ave;astlne clbt:i.nguiahoa betwen nbatmaae 8114· e■1eaoe. !Jae c11a,tnaUoa 

:la baaed on the propoaitlon thl\t U; la clltfN'ent tai- Goel to be 8114 to ■u

alat. ~ 11ubata.noe ,m att:dbv.u propertle• abeolut•~• to e■■uo• tho•• 
Pl"Gp0l't1ee v::lich ve attribute relatlTelJ', i.e. ln relation IO uoUaor 

1omat111Qg. !.a., l'" can. aay that Oac1 le goad ab~olutel7 OI' ln Bla■elt.. 

lfe can Bay that Jiio goodna■a beare relallou \o other■• Sab•UDG• l• Iha 

ul ti.mate uni t7. Under 8811enae ext.••• the blgheal relaU0111hlpa. !Ida 

too la a mathen19.tlcal ■'°-tmaGD1i ot the 4oc'1'1- of Ga4. .aesa,llD& Ille 

nb8bnce of God we aan eq tbat greatu•• • v1~• • goobaH• JrOlrwnr, 

,heae three terma, vhlah :repreaon, \he highn' oalCOJ'l•• ot beiDC, 1D1' 

be attributed raapactlvaq to Ille J'alher, the Son, •114 Uae Ko!T 8081• 

The ■earah for the ea■enoe• ot \he paaom ot Iha 'A-1111'7 l■ aa 

•1141••~ one, tor the !rrinlt7 la eean h U• vace• in the '11111fll'■•• vhloh 

baaaue lt la the area.ted atteal of a !rlnl\F, l'ff89la VimUl'!an rel.

Hou OIL all lwala. b 'l'r1Dl'1' 1a .... al t!leH .-lope■ are 4rava

Oae ot the i'lr1t ts a •theatiaal ••• !be J'albel' la 11Dlt7• 
11111'1" 
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pOd.uoea torm, and the Son la the ton ot the 7a'11el'. A au1ec1 ton l■ • 

Ol'Clel', ,maloglsea to the HoJ.T Ohoa\, who proaeeh fr• Iha J'atur a114 tu 

a-.6 AU&U•tlna also uaea meu'°'e' mbezo, 11114 vei&lal to apna■ U. 

hlnl'7.? He apenda mw:h time alao in the relation■ 11hloh m■\ tn. \be 

Jmun mt.Del, tor the human 111in4 ta regan.e4 1111 the acme o£ '118 ·ONallft 

aotlTl t:,- of God. aad will therefore be oloH■, to the f&tlal IJ', Be aloe•• 

the book, s1iati~ the dlt'ferenae betnen lhl■ fillal &Daloo- all4 Iha Trlnl tJ' 

vi th the dl"avn obaenanae tbat n ■ae, now thl'aagh a glaa■ clal'kq. 

I ha.Te omitted mention ot 1111117 araalal que■llon■ ln AvguHne vhlah 

· are naaeaaary to 'llndaretand hil conaepUon ot Gael. I bellne \bat vbal 

I haTe said ia suttiaient, hOVfftl", to lallloate \ha IIUDM" ID whlah ~ 

tlae 1a metaph7sioal :prlnaiplea haTe determined hla ■tataant ot '118 know

leclffe Of God. I believe, h,rtbarniora, that 1111 orthocloz Ohl'latlu, 

aaaepts.ng A,aguutine iu hia ow term, vlll flm hluelt ln agne•nt with 

Avcuallna, will !ind hlmaelt thrllle4 b7 \he veal.UI ot aaalag flowing 

out 0£ hla thoual,lt, But ha -.y :f'll'■t han to ■title hill preJ114:loe re

sarcliag the form and atruotiure of the preaen\al:l.011. If he v:lahe■ to 

Ol'ltlai■e, be mut do ao in te:rma ot \he utapbillaal pre-111J1PHl'1ou, 

■howiag that there is aome al nuon v!l1' lbe7 cannot aonlala 

the Obl'ia'tian. d.oatr1ne of Gad., J ban 18, ,o ••• ■'iah Ol'ltlol• vhlab 

oCN.14 be auaoaaaful.17 d.atall4e4. 

J'irat, hovner, before we prooeeil ,to a omparlaon of !la_. aa4 

~, !J1 01'., 'book 11, o'baplel' lO, ~ 11• 

7lJdl. ■ book 11, chapter 11, panlNPh 18. 
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,nsu'1n.e, it 1s neoeaoar,, to co baalc to !b.'Ja8 and. to ••• what !lo ha■ 

to ■IQ' on thG Trinity. 



CBAP!D ,1 

!BE PROBLEM or m ftlHiff 11 ~vilAS 

Iba problem ot GOcl and the problea ot Ille 'lrlni\7 are Ul"e ■hu'plJ' 

cU.atlneuiahed 1n 'l'llomaa than t.hq an b Av&uHM. ror .-Utl• the 

kaovleqe ot t he !rz'W t1 DOC8HUllJ piteoed.. '11a Jmawlad&e of Ooc1 ID 

the epla temologlcal aaale. Th.la la me 'beaaale aovledp au Jlffff 'be 

••erect from :lta dialaotical 0011'8zt. !he ~on tor thl■, clerlftll fl-OIi 

UMt mtap]Q'alcal bae:la, waa gt.Tu in the lu\ ahapm. la !ha■n, uiw

ffff, the queat:lona OM 'be 4iT1lle41 for the cll■'1aallOJ1 'bewee11 the per

sona of the Tr:lnit;r and the unl'7 ot the 4lriae •■-••• aaa be MA• al 

•ll7 time i n. the d:laeuaS.on. !hie la in aaaorcluo• vllh 'lb.-••• qlate

■olo,;:,, a.1 dlaeuased in chapter tmee. 1'er"bal dl■'1no'1aal1ona are 

pr11DB17. Then comes the tonmlatlon ot Ille q'llll■llon tram warcl■ 4etel'lll

J1&tel7 dot:lned. Then cCllllee the ■olutlon. ?11 A11gU\iae ou bec1m vi th 

1"9 queat1on, then proceed.a to term• and clS.elt.aatlom. 111 !baa■ 1mov

le4ge iB a aer:lea ot tne prapodttou. la Augutlaa U 1• Iba peroap

,s.on ot tormo and di■timHona. !bat the ■SM •vut11• aaa lie ocm-.S.ul 

1n both ot these for:na vlll, I hope, 'beaCIIII ol8U' 1D the ov.tU.ae of tlle 

probl911 ot the !rh.1t7 :ln 'l'hoaa■• 

Th011&e th,j:refore beglu villa ,_.1ao1oa. Be 'belm vl'1a proo•••1• 

111 q:aa■tioa. 2?, which la cletlae4 in te:ru ,t pllU and 4ltterea'1a a■ 

an ln.telllglble emanallaa.. '1'bell he ctetlu■ :relation lD 1•■tlon 28. 

Jlplallou ezlat in reall'7, aot aerel.7 in .. ,. Ill Go4 Nla\lOII 

llllll •••••• cto nol differ in belal, t• the relatlom are real. !Id• 



too 1■ a 4ef'1n1Uon. Then tollon a 4etlid.Ucm of penon, vhlah l■ aa. 

11141,rldul. ra.ticmal au"batana•• A pvaon l■ a nbdslimae, l•••, al■t■ 

in 1taelf and not in anoth~r, 1' 1IJ a thine ot •••• te U Ull4a11•• 

a aamon nn.ture, as a nm.,poalta Ullderlle■ .an e■■anoo of p.-1 l\ 1■ a 

bn,aataalli, tor 1t alao underllea aao1Jent■• !bll quatlon ~oDClllde■ 
with 'nloniaa showing. that a 4lT1ae '!>ei'aon 11 a rcdaUon, tor :rela\1011 le 

the d1T1ne eaaonae itaelt. · · 

i'ii th this J>l"ap&ratloa !hau■ can 11&7 in quoaUon 30 lbat there an 

'11r•• persona,. bacaue an oxhaustiTe 811Umel"fit!OA ot the poe■l'ble oppo

alle relations in God 7S,el4 two. And two relaUou llleau tm-ee pe:raou. 

!heae two are the proaeaaion at the Vord. and ot Love. Thi■ 1■ prepare& 

tor Rll-eady in (!Ueation 'I!/■ 

At this :!')Olnt there anten a abort arliale on the -thaatloa of 

the Trinity. Ito relative UDlilportanoe fallow tiiom. \he tao\ tbal 

na'be:r 1a nothing real tor 'l'Jioaa, u 1t ta f- A"agull1ut. bQ.t 1• • 

apeolee of c!iucrote quantl t7. Aa auah 1 t belonca to a ■aoolltiQ' pnm 

11114 baa no other rea11 tJ av.tslcle 'of Us 1ahere11ee in a eublu.aae. 'lhe 

cletailecl probloms ot mmbor in Augutlne an ao1,re4 rather in MRa ot 

the relations of persona. fhomal'• •thealia■ tollova, ii 1a olNI'• 

flt• h1a 'd1a1i1action ot Iha oalecor7 ot auwtanae• and otlw' oat;egOrl••• 

!he •ama problems an therei'ore solft4 :ln cU:ttennl term. 

!homaa then soea on to the !ndinclual persona•. !ha Pa\bar le 

JZ'inalplei the Son \ford &1111 Jm&e, tbs Ilca'l.7 Gllo8' J;on am Gltl. II 

le mfiereating fio note tbat !l'haaa uea tvo 11111181 \o obanOterlae 1iba 

Bon, lford., am Ima&e, while A1J1118'1110 ue4 worcb1 ali4 H• TGr:lallla OlllJ'• 

L 
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tJICIIM '• 'llH ot vGl'd -proaeecla hOII bi• epl■"-1w, too iDYolftl a pro► 

la lo enter at thle poi'llt. .Avcaatlne'• apltteaoloe, ,-nll• •VOl'Cl• to 

h&Te a more general meaning. 'l'hutetore !l!h ... aut tlll4 another ten, 

•luge," to· oODYey the melllllng which .Avgatlne aan ooDYq in \be ou 

ten •vorct.." 

llov up to th1a point !llama ba1 ooaiaeNI eaah penon abaoluwlJ'. 

At tbl■ point aomaa the 411cn11■lon ot \be penou in retneDH to Ula 

41Y1u e■eenoe. 41!11• proaeclve la Jul the oppuUe ot '11al vhlo'b ...

tine followed. Th011aa be8iu with the peraon■, prooeect■ lo the relallOIIII 

between persona. Such a proaeclure l■ aeae■■:lalect 'b7 hl• u~laal 

4eo1alona, which aaaert that the prlmar7 ■cmrae ot bovleclp l■ eHaae, 

oonaelTecl aa a 4ef'1ni ts.on, and. "11.'I relatlou follow fr011 theH 4et1n1-

• 
prooeed finalq to a ge1111nl 11114er■lllllll1DI ot per■on, whlah ve pel'OeiTell 

•• a congeries of eBBenae■• '!hla la in aoaOl'd.allae vllh A,.aUu'• baalo 

••~lcal decla:lon aleo, ae aa.tllucl :la. ■eatlon 2. 

'.l'homaa therefore treat• ot the relation ot per■oa. aa4 e■1ena• la 

q;u■tlon 39, the nlaHon a.nil per■on apln la bO (11ot 3N1r■011 IIDll relr 

tlon u in quaatioa 28), then the uotloaal aal■, then 8CluUV u4 Ua. 

Eaoh la treated difterentl:, tran ~ vq that '1187 are vea\ell la Avau

tlne, tor the traat:nent la ta tU'ld ot altlrlbul•• v!\lah can be aoneotl.7 

applied. to deteminatlYe aubatanli-r,■, vho■e clelel'lll•lell8•■e• haTe 1Nia 

aohiffed either through 4etlnltloa or r ... oalaa fr• d.ef!aitlon. '!Jal■ 

la not to ezolude the Borip-■•• Ve ■av -cutl1111 akinl TOl•iacnaa 

'lhe or Iba SoJ'ipturea, an4 .... ..,. quite apllaltl,- that - OIIDllOI 

d.l■oot"er the tra.th■ ot the !rlnilT fr• DAl111'Al nuoa, 1n1, au, l'Neln 
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\hem fz'OIII the Scriptures. Hie treatl1e 19 1111 attempt to plece the truU.. 

of Saripturas into his met&J>hyllca, an 1nd.lspe111lble ■tap to MaDiag. 

It should ba cloa.r at thia point how 'l'homu'• metapbplaal :,rinot

ples haTe nf'f'ected his treatment or the !rinlt7. !he «•D81'al lmpn■alaa. 
that tie receive is that, &eneralq apealdng, t'hOIIIIUI treated of the •-

eat at problems that :Au.~tlne dld, 'but ln different tel"l!l8, an4 alao 

that, genere.ll~ upeeking, he cam to the , .. oonolulona-. !lit thla la 

dlftlcult to pArce.lvo, aince the veawnt ot the problema ln eoaoh laalallae 

beaon:ea tra119f'ormed. To o.OJ!l?,..l'll the one in the terms of the other, or 

to Compere them both in a third eat of tel'IIII would 'br1116 41ator'1on. TM 

only alte:rnatlve is to pormit eaoh to apea\c in Us own ttl'III• and. to nal• 

u.n.te each in those te1"1lla. 



CllAPBB TII 

OOBOLWIOIIS 

l oan. •~ in a general 11&7 lhal A1a1UH• aDll !l&OIIU 4ea1 vllh Uae 

■ame problame am come lo the NH ooaal,aalou, but la nah a cU.tteral 

vq that 1t la cU.ft'iOlut lo reaop:lse and to aaapan ••• •tuall.7, 

hovnar, there ia no preolee W1' la vblob I oan 4eltl'llllla welher or 

not '1lq deal 111 \h the ■ame problelD u~, a'bffe all, lhal lhq a;pre■• 

the same n truth. n For al thcnagh vuth bat both fora and. aoa'8al, 11 1■ 

lmpaaa1ble to expre■1 vuth vUhov.t fGl'II, am '1utretore Ille two oazmot 

be B&p&l'a.ted. 1,· 1& not po■a1ble 10 take AW¥ Use ahell 11114 _., a, 11ua 

kerul. What 1\ would 11191111 to 188 m\h v1'hoa.t th• fOl'II lA vhlah s., 
1■ aaat le aomethlng I oaanot ann lacl••• ht U la Dff81"thele■■ 

poa■ible that two fOl'IIAl preaenta\lona ot Ille ... 'bo47 Of'. "11th_.,, 

'be vaa, al.though difterlnc in fon1~ I u01llcl no\ ..,- tra, mt ralh• 

adequate. J,'or trutb: aan be &IOG"taine4 onl7 vi thin Ule fOZ'II wl thla 

vhlch it la expz'eHecl. · n 1• thffefOre Sapo■■ible to ■a:, \bat "'° 
dltterent torm■ of tbe .... vuth are '"8• ftllt v01114 lllpl.J • hipff 

fOJ:'11 to vhioh theJ' oompl.7. And thi■ la out&~ ~ illplt.oaUcm I vou14 

not accept. 

Whal then la the -■i• ot arilioi■- mt oGll,Pal'l■OIIT J Wine lbal 

· ■uah Qan be · ade attar a t .. h!OII on the pnc,t!aal aDl OIi the tuorelloal 

lnel. It the praoUaal aoueq,•aa•• ot two .,_arle• •• ·t'be •-• w 

~ unae that the tuard!aal ••• are ill nalilJ" ■t•SJN, allhoagla 

•PPRl'lng the ..... '!hie -, ••• lib the ta1la07 ot attlrlllDC the 



aouequent. And ln most 01110&11111 it oertdnlJ' Vffllld be. Bllt Ille aue 

ot ••~ice la different. An4 vhlla wo oauau within Iha ml•er■e 

1181' produce the oamc effect, no two bada 1tnatvea ot a ulflfte vlll 

prOduae the aa."'lle r~•lllt. ho formal pra1entatioaa ot lbal ■vuotv•• 

although a1~pearing different, will azpreae th.I.I bulo realitJ it their 

ooueca,uenceu are tho name. !!.'he formal preaentatt.011 ot lbat ■U'IJOture will 

be the oloaeat that 110 can come to n. 'l'ht, la apz'e■H4 bJ •artnc tbal 

the bas ta raall t:,- · 1a an "I know not w11a,. • 
!hta ef'f0'4"da a basis tor unit,- in eaolealutlaal •tten. .Allhoap 

it ia "allheard 6£ in eacleatauUaal alralea, 1' lma been •~ 8114 1n

telllaently iU'gecl ln pol1Uaal acm.trna1'17• And I beU.ne the aaaloe,

betwaen the roligious and tho poU.tical holds in. th!■ s.n. .. e. In Iba 

:poU. Heal aphOl'e the practical oon1eq•no~ aaal v1 th lntermt:lcmal law, 

h'Ullml :dghts, and gO"mrnmental 1truatva. In the ahuroh the pnatlaal 

aouequenoea are the purpoee of worahip, the ■oral and rel!glau be:lQI 

and aa1iivlt7 of the Chrlot!an, and the operatloa of the a•oh it■elt. 

Jlwe1r0r, praotical oonaequme• vlll dltter, and here Ol"l'1ol■-

IIIWlt be lll&dtJ vi th1n a ayatem an4 in term• at a •JD••• la Iha aue of 

!homaa wca must ahow where he ml1under1\oocl Sor1:phn or where • -.plop 

hla tenaa inaonslatentq. The ... e 1!1111' be ld4 ot AUCU\tile, 'lnll here 

the taak 1s far more dltflault, f,. ~ he ~ i■ :ln the aonten 

ot a cllaleatlc and therefore 'Dl'O'f'11iOD111. 

Ou may also unite on a theoretioal ball■, ancl 'b7 th1■ 1 ~- • 

bacl7 01: Oonteeeions or a oi'eecl, nob ae '1ut UINe lfl1llldloal oreecl■• 

Btnoe terma are not defined. aDl meta]>hlllo• not ~lolt, the ■tataalllt• 
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are ubigllouD. 'l!hen. U la upon tht■ Yer:, a'blaul'7 u., aoapal'l■cm u4 

'\Ullt7 1• to be achieved. Both fllOllall and .lVgll8'1u :,,ou,14 aaoQI '118 

Bloeu Creed. The 1.n.45:ddUlil Vord.8 Voul.4 uan dlffwea, tbiap. Tel, 

both would read their OVA meaniaga la.lo lhe Oneel and voul4 aaoepl 1 t. 

J'lnail,- theh- bellefa would not 41ffw lo 11111 algllltloal ..,.,. 

No e70tem of thou,ghli can be ct1aoreci1tecl 'beaaue U bappau to 'be 

out ln an ,mpopular meta})hJa!oa. !hie 1• not lo u.,y \hat lbeologlaa1 

4!:tterencea ~o not exist. Little in lhe 11Diftl'88 l• IIDN o'bdaa• 1ilum 

that they do. !iut theological ctltterancet aee■ aach gnallll" vhen Tlewcl 

fro::a the mounto.-1n top of a rival 111etaphJllloo. 'l'ba 4lffeNDC•• acqulre· 

their true op:!)oai Uon. only when aeell vl thia the 181118 ■elapbrlla■• X:f 

the bod7 of Christ muat ba divided, 1t oqght at le&1t be dlYlcte4 tu 

:religious ren.sone. l'lo should not permit me\aphploal clifferenae• to be 

crucial. An)• aot of' te:rms, aarefli;Ll7 uaed., a..v 0011re7 vath, Jua t u 

&IQ' language mi~t. It !a il!IJJOBSi ble to cleoicle betveen \he metaphpla• 

which AuguaUno and .t.q,ulnaa uaecl thraush an a priOl'l prlnalple. A114 

there a.re strong probabilUle• that both are t;ne. Aa11 ao n na-t 

accept both Thoms and Avgaatlne an4 llaten canful.17 to vbat the7 baTe 

to •&7 to ua. It the an alld voaen vho prote11 Chrl■' tadaJ 81'8 ~ 

to aae the cb.uroh as their mother and. the l&ln.\a ot all a&e• • their 

brothel's and alstera, then they.,., no, pemlt !191&phJ■laal :preJmla•• 

bllnd them to the ward• vld.oh lhoBe who haft Solle before ban 
10 

aq 
10 

thea. ~e I ead. th1• thed1 with the lmabl• nge■Uon tbal olb.er 

L'a.therams might beufl t nab trom the ri■e 11114 plou •.,S.• ot St. 

A1lcalltlne and st. !homu Aq,ulauT 



.,. 
I 

ID:LIOGJW'JIT 

Aqulnae, St. 'lhoraas. J2t. !a1t 11 lil•PH•· lev Toni .,ietoa-Oeal'IIIT
Orotta, 'Ino., 193?. 

KoJCeon, Riobard P., ectltOI'. SeleoUop• fl9!! ffwlla,l NM•n!!s•• 2 
vols. l'lev Torkl Oharlee Sorlbner'• Bou, 1929. 

Oatea, Whitne7 J., editor • .b, !11.'2 V,\!tpp .et Wit. mat!\M• 2 
TOlu. Rev Yorkl .RandOII Houe, 1911,8. 

JJegia, Anton, editor. ,k !iada Yr&Uee .et 'A •• -. 2 nla. 
new Tork& Randam House, 19114. 

Schatt, .Philip, edl tor. DI DAW laJ £9Jt:lk■• 11:bEI• 111. 
J'irst aeries. Dav Tol'k1 CJhal'olee Sorib1181'1• Sou, 1917. 


	The Metaphysical Bases of the Doctrine of God in Aquinas and Augustine
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1627565738.pdf.QHE3y

