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tribe (Luke 1:36) while her of'f's!.)ring Jesus is referred to in the 

l.anguaae of' the Davidic messiah (Luke 1:31-33).34 

The emphasis upon Mary's piety and humility receives added support 

in Luke 1:38. She is God's obedient servant.35 In contrast to Zechariah., 

Mary receives the Word of' God's salvation in f'aith.36 

Elizabeth's enthusiastic blessing of Mary's offspring (Luke 1:42) 

underscores the theme of' lv'Ary' s obedience. The greeting is couched in 

the language of Deuteronom;y 28:Ja. which promises a blessing upon the 

fruit of' the womb to those who obey the Lord's voice. Out of Elizabeth's 

mouth., too., canes the final praise of Mary's faith 1n believirlg that God 

would f'ulfill his Word (Luke 1:45). 

The final test1mony-to Mary's position within pious Israel 1s her 

so?Jg., the Magnificat. At key pointQ this song reiterates the song of 

Hannah (1 Samu.el 2:1-10). Once again Mary t:i.nds her counter:gart; in an 

Old Testament saint_. Her life is a testimoey to God,'s faithf'ulness., f'or 

He is a God who rewards the patience of those who wait m liim. 

. Priest and Temple 

It has already been noted37 that Luke introduces the infancy 

34In Luke 1:46 the vanants substitute ~Eat £~8sr for M~p<~.1" 
because the content of the Magnif1cat seems to suit Elizabeth's situation 
rather than Mary's. :rt may be that Luke has alr;ady prepared for this 
eventuality in Luke 1:26-38. The reading M"-pLi:1..J'- is better e.ttested in 
the manuscripts. 

35Rengstorf., p. 26~ 

•. · 36Hel.Jmrt Fl.ender., Heil und Geschichte in der Theolorcie des Lu.'tas 
(Milnchen: Chr. Kaiser Verlag., 1965)., p, 32. 

37supra., pp. 11-14. 
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narratives by picturing Zechariah and Elizabeth as models of' Levitic 

piety. Since the Lev.I.tic ori~n especial.J.y of' Zecharia..'loi stands in 

juxt·aposi tion to the annonncement of' John I s birth in the Temple, the 

question poses itself': Is John's priestly origin of' any theolo!;icaJ. 

importance? 

COl)zelmann treats the reference to John's priestly descent as a 

piece of' unassimilated tradition when he S&¥s, 

The emphasis on the priestly descent is not f'ound any­
where outside the prologue. He~ it is a question of' 
a very slight s:pecial tradition, and scarcely that. 
The mar,.ner in which it is present is more significant 
than the f'e.ct tr.at it is 1>resent. The motif' is taken 
from a source, but is not. made ful1 use of' even in 
the prologue itself,.. It is a remnant, not a developed 
theological motif'.~ 

Kraeling has observed, however, that the ve17 f'act that such a priestly 

reference is included deserves expJ.anation. He writes, 

The important tact to keep in mind in this connection 
is that the circles with which the Jews of the period 
associated the coming of' _a national deliverance were 
normally' those of the royal Davidic family, rather than 
the priestly clan. • • • The departure of' the Baptist_. 
Infancy Narrative from this common standard is remarkable 
and cannot be the pro.duct of' Christian inf'luence. The 
only analogy to its point of view is the.t of the Book of 
Jubilees and of the original form of the Testmr.ent of' 
the Twelve Patriarchs. In these prod\lcts of the Me.ccabean 
uprising and monarcey, it is the priestly family of Lev:L 
that prepe.Ns the way for, or p~uces, the natim' s 
deliverei-.s:J 

Kraeling concludes that there is one significant dif'terance between the 

Maccabean. literature and the deliverance to be wrought by John. "In the 

38conzelmann, p. 23, n~. 2. The emphasis is mine. 
" . 

39carl R. Kra.eling, John the Ba'Otist (New York: Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1951), pp. 21.-22. 
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Baptist birth story the deliverance has been spiritualized., f'or it is 

accomplished in connection With the remission to the _people of' their 

sins (Luke l:T7). • • .n4o He concludes that because we knov that the 

urban priesthood was secularized, the account in Luke l originated in 

the Baptist movement m Judea among rural priestly circles.~l 

Both Conzelmann and Kraeling are primarily concerned with the 

source of the priestly material in .Luke l. Conzelmann's position assumes 

that because the priestly origin of' John is not developed outside· Luke l., 

it is not a theological motif' for Luke. 'lhis viewpoint disregards the 

context in which Luke· introduces. the material. No sooner has Luke 

inf'ormed his readers of' John's priestly ancestry than he introduces 

one of his favorite motits--the temple. It is quite possible that Luke 

introduces the priestl.Y. origins of' John and the temple-motif' together 

tor theological reasons and that they do not _appear ~ogether later in 

the Gospel because they have served their purpose alread.y in c:t-..a:-oter l. 

As evidence for the i:ltertwining of' John's origins and function with 

the temple-motif' I would .cite a passage which, to my knowledge, has not 

42 received cons14erat1on up to this point--Psalm 1.32. 

There are two references in Luke l which echo fsalm l32. Eliza-
, :, , ~ \ ~ ~ 

beth says to Mary, "l<d.1. £:a,ilor71µevoS O KrA.p71oS T'I/S J<O( at.c.S 

40~• I i>• 22. 

41
Ib1d., p. 23. 

42Th1s is Psalm l3l in the I.XX. T"tie ev14ence I wish to offer is 
based on the LXX rather than the Hebrew because it contains signif'icant 
modifications which appear in Luke l. 
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&,011 .," (Luke 1:42). Verse ll of Psalm 132 contains the p'br:ise., 
.:aE' .... ., 

" IC K•p1To-U- r-15 Kot ~,as ~O?I • " Ot even greater im~rtance., 

however., is the reterence in Luke J.:69. Zecho.riah Bfl¥B., 11 /(, l 
:I/ _, ✓ C ~ :J / 
~ y(tpE.V- JC£pr.:s ,1.c1-,,?)p1.d.S ~µ,v EV 0(./(ld IJ.a,.nS 7/'tllt.oJ:r 

~:> ,.. II 

11r~ • • • • The underscored words are found in Psalm 132. · Psalm 

18:3 1n :the Sept'Ua81nt contains the expression "horn of' 'tlU sal.vaticm.11 

also. What makes Psalm 132 of particular interest is the context ot 

the Psalm. lt is the Psalm used ,;hen David brought the ark up to the 

temole • . Thi:s tact., in itself, is significant. The ma3or portion ot the 

Psalm With which we are concerned is 1n verses 11-18. The affinity of 

thought between these verses and Luke l is remarkable. 

Ve:rse 11 rehearses the tact that David bas received the oath ot 

Jahweh that one of his sons Will sit on the throne. Luke alludes to 

this when he says that the horn of salv,1.tion has been raised up "in 

the house of bis servant David" (1:69). Verse 12 supplies the conditional 

promise that it the sons of David keep· Jahweh' s covenant and his testi­

monies, they will sit on his throne also. Verses 13-15 contain the 

statement that Jahweh has chosen Zion as bis habitation. Verse 14 is 

especial.ly- pointed when it says, "rus is 'llJY' resting pl.2.ce :f'or evar; 

~ I will dwell, tor I have desired it." Verses l.6-18 then rehearse 

the consequent blessings tor Israel ot Jahweh • s presence. Verse 16 reads, 

"Her priests· I will clothe with .sal:yation, and her saints will shout 

with joy." Verse 17, tbe verse tra:i which Luke takes his quote, reads, 
. 

''There I will make a horn to sprout for David; I have prepared a lamp 

··tor m:, anointed." Verse 18 1D the Revised Standard Version reads, "His 

enemies I will clothe with shame, but upon himself' his crown will shed 

its luster." ~a reproduces the Massoretic text, but the Septuagint 



24 

changes the le.st half' of' the verse completely. The Se~U281nt 
:, , .f'\ :t ' ~ ,. 0 J ' ct reading is., 11 £'11', fl£ tl.V-TOV fi.f«VN7lSlt TO ~~'~" u I, l~o,, II 

'P--,- • This 

can be rendered., ''But because of' him nr:, senctuary Will burst torth 

(break out., or nourish). 
1143 

T"nis interpretation seems to make the 

best sense in the cont.ext., · since verse 15 of' the Psalm sey-s., "I Will 

abundentl.y- bless her (Zion's) provisions; I will satisfy her poor With 

bread." The picture here is one of' pl.enty-., of' i"ruitfulness. The 

enemies ot God's anointed Will be clothed with shame (verse· 18)., but 

because of God's anointed God' a sanctuary- Will burst f'orth. Such 

prosperity- is a frequent Old Testament t:Lgure tor God• s blessing upon 

covenant obedience (DeuteronODJf 28:l-6). 

How., then., does this affect our understanding of' Lu.lte l? First of' 

all, Luke uses the horn of David in verse 69 of' the Benedictus to suggest 

that God !!! raised up salvation 1n Israel. Elizabeth's reference to the 

f'ruit of Mary's womb has its counterpart in Psalm 132:ll. One of David's 

sons will sit on his throne; this son is Jesus. Verse 12 of the Psalm 

assures David that ,nth covenant obedience the throne is assured forever. 

Luke presents every- f':lgure 1n chapter l as a model of Old Testame?lt piety 

and obedience. Verse 16 pictures Zion's 'Ol"iests as clothed With saiva-

tion. Luke introduces the infancy narratives with a priest. The last 

half' of' verse 16 is particularly f':ltting by' canparison. ~e Greek text 

' c. c, => ~ =- """,,._ "~E( o ,-1"'-'°' ,~,ov-,J, reads, 11 l(J.t. Ot. 06l0 ( tJ(VT"JS i<.1{.C "" lcC• -'Y-"' n • .. 

43ilauer lists a usage of' s11C with the e.ccuse.tive "to introduce the 
person or thiDG by- reason of' whom (or which) someth. he.:ppens •••• 11 

.Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of tl".e Nev Testament and Other 
Earl;( Christian Literature, t1-ansle.ted i':rom the Ger.n~ a."ld adapted by 
William F. Amdt and F. Wilbur Gingrich (Chicago: The University of 
Chicago Press, 195'"f), p. 289. 

• 
II 
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Althouah tbe word itself does not ~11r.ea.r in Lulw 1, Luke presents 

Zechariah, Elizabeth, and Mary as ot A~to( • The verb ~:r.c~A<~o_µGC( 

occurs three times in Luke l (Luke 1:14,44,47), however. It is tbe . 

word tor eschatological joy and the theme ot the rejoicing is the 

"eschatological. act of divine salvatic:m. 1144 The Magn1tica.t o't Mar:, am 

the Benedictus of Zechariah are indeed hymns o-t joy over the "escha­

tolog1cal act of divine sal.vatic:m." The •1m1Jarity between Psalm 132:17 

and Luke l seems to be more tho.n a coincidence also. The Greek reads, 
C , , - -11 ?JT'Olµ.~11,1. ~ v,cvov Tt.p 'XPU,T'f' p.011 • " It 1s higncy- significant 

that one of the acts predicated for John in Luke 1:79 is "to give 

li~ to those who sit in darlmess." This :tact takes on added signifi­

cance because the Septuagint version ot Psalm 132:17 connects the lamp 

"" with " -X pt., T'f p.o-a, , " a term which the ear~ church attached to 

Jesus. This would suggest John as the f'ore:rmmer of' Jesus. If' 'Ill:/ rendering 

ot verse 18 at the Psalm is CO%'rect, the Psalm would help to explain why 

Luke relates. the announcement ot John's ~rtb in the temple and that 

John's Levi tic origin plays a significant part 1n the fulfillment of this 

Psalm's expectations. 

Luke recounts the announcement ot John' a birth wi th:1n the pre­

cincts of the temple. The expectations associated with the temple play 

a major role in his Gospel. C&ird has summarized the note ot expectancy 

1n Judaism aa follows: 

~f' Bultmann, 11 Zc.yc<?.l<~oµcti, f<;t-<i?.f~, <.S , "~eolo~cel. 
Dictionary of' the New Testament, edited °b'J Gerhard Kittel and t1-ans1e.·,ed 

, :f'ran the German by Geof:f'rey w. Bromiley {Grand Rapids: Wm. :a. Ee1-c.:rans 
Publ.ishirJg C011lp8,D¥1 19611,), I, 20. 
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The Old Testament contains 1r.e.ey promises of the blessines 
that God purposes one day to pour on Icrael, but the 
sovereign blessina, which comprehend3 all the othars, is 
that ~ himself' will come a.":IODfl his peopl.e in all his 
chastening., cleansing., redeeming a."ld sanctif'tJing pcmer. 
• • • Just as Israel. believed that God vas eternally- King 
and yet still prayed tor tr.e cOJ!ling of' his kingdom., so 
they- believed in his presence and yet looked f'orwa.rd to 
his coming; and the temple had become t'he symbol. both of 
the presence they- enjoyed and of the full.er presence they 
expected. One of the l.atest prophecies to be added to 
the canon of' scripture promised tha.t the Lord whom ye seek 
,d.11 suddenJ..v come to his tem-cle and that bef'ore his co.,ung 
Elijah would retu1'"ll to ina.uaure,te a great repenta.-ice (Mal.. 
3:1; 4:5-6). It was appropriate., then, that the temple 
worship should provide the setting tor the orsning of the 
gospel story, as it does also for its close. 5 

Morgenthaler has further shown that Jerusalem and the tm:iple give 

cohesion to Luke's whole Gospel..
46 

Fl.ender is no doubt correct 

when he seys that tor Luke., Jerusalem and the temple are fixed theolo­

gical concepts. Jerusalem is the "place of' the M.f'illment of' 

redemptive history.
1147 

The fact that John's birth is announced in 

the temple therefore takes on 1.mpo~t theological. overtones. 

· 45aeor~e B. Cai.rd, The Gosnel of' ·st. Lu.1te (Ealtimore: Penguin 
Books, 1963), P• 50. 

46Robert Morgenthaler, Die lu.'!canische GeschicJ:tsschre:!.bung els 
Zeumiis (Ziirich: Zw:lngli-Verlag., 1949)., Plh 163-166. lie views Luke 
1:5-4:13 as a series of temple scenes at the beginnint; of the Gos!)el 
and Luke 19:45-24:53 e.s the closing series of' temple scenes. The 
pattem is repeated in .Acts also. Of particular interest for this 
thesis is the fact that in Luke 1:5-4:13 there appear to be •four :major 
temple scenes: Zechariah, Si:rr.eon., the Twelve-Year-Old Jesus., and the 
Temptation of' Jesus at the temple. Morgenthaler' s observations have 
merit since Luke he.a modified his ?l.iarcan source by putting the temptation 
at the temple 1n Jerusalem last tor emphasis. The :fact that Jesus I dis­
Ci tU.es return to Jerusalem at the close of' the Gospel and begin their 
mission af'ter Pentecost 1n the te:nple in Jerusalem supports Morgent?-.aler•s 
observations even more. 

47 
Flender., p. 98. 
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The importance ot what ta.us place in the temple in chc.pter 1 

is emphasized by the sinsuJ.ar occurrences tnat accompany it. Zeche.riah 

bns been desisnated by lot to burn incense in the temple (Luke 1:9). 

According to the Mishnah., a priest was permitted tm.s privilege only 
48 

once in his lifetime. This particular day., then., 1s the ereatest 

in the lif'e of' any priest., tor the ottering ot the incense vas origi~ 

nally a f-J:iction ot the high:>r:!.est (Exodus 30:7). Luke alerts his 

readers to the theological import of' what is. about to happen by 

49 emphasizing that ~ the peo~ ot God are gathered f'or prayer. Wnile 

ottering the incense., an angel appears to Zechariah (Luke l:ll).; standing 

at the right side of' the altar of' incense. Reicke points out the impor­

tance of' the presence of' the people outside and the appearance of' the 

angel when he says., 

Now even at a tes-;ival. there cannot have been more than 
a large number of representatives ot .the Jewish peopl~ 
present. Luke, however, uses this particule.r reference 
t:rom a ditf'erent perspective to underline the connection 
between the Be.ptist and the old covenant: The annour..ce­
ment of' his birth concems the whole of' the peopl.e of' 
Israel. 

None other than the angel Gabriel who stands in the 
presence of' God makes the announcement to Zechariah., 
verses 11.,19. The angel stands on the right- side of' the 
altar of' incense, which represents God Himself' so that 
he takes a place of' honor beside God and conveys a messase 
directly from him. And all this takes place in the inner­
most holy place of' the old covena~0 into which the high 
priest entered to otter sacrifice. 

48c;rundmann, 
49Luke 1:10, SU'Dra, 

50 Reicke, p. 54. 

He cites as evidence Tamid 5:2. 

P• 14. 



28 

In every detail the L~ narrative acsumes a tr.eol~caJ. :frar.ie­

'WOrk :for the announcement of' John's birth. The whole introdl.Ction of' 

the infancy accoun~s th~refore serves to highliaht the transition f'rom 

the Old Covenant to the New. Priest, :people, and templ.~ announce the 

coming of' the precursor of Jesus. Redemptive histoey has reached its 

fulf'illment. 

The Renewal. of' Prophec;r 

Central to Luke's presentation at redemptive histoey and to his 

understanding of' the Baptist's mission is the renewal of prophecy. 

This renewal takes place through the Spirit (Luke 1:15,42,67). For 

Luke the operation of the Spirit serves as the "connecting thread". 

which binds his 'Whole work together. 51 The question imn:ediately is 

posed: How does Luke understcnd the working of the Spirit? To ansver 

this ques'tion an examination of the Old Testan:ent evidence and of' the 

context; of Luke l is.necessaey. 

In the Old Testament the Spirit of' God is a creative, transforming · 

power (Psalm 51:12-13) whose purpose is to "create a sphere of religion · 

and morals. 1152 In this sense, the Spirit ot God rests upon the Kessiah 

(Isaiah 9:2) and works through the Servant of' God (Isaiah 42:l). The 

51a. 'W. H. Lampe, "The Holy Spirit 1n the Writings of' st. Lu.lte," 
Studies in the Gospels, edited by D. E. Nineha.'ll (Oxtord: Basil Bl.e.ckwell, 
1955), p. 159. -

52Eciuard Schweizer, "Spirit of' God," :Bible Key Words, ~mnslated 
f'rom the German by A. E. Ha~ (New York: Harper & Row., 19ol.), m., 1. 

' . 
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Spirit of God as power transforms stony hea.--ts and "ch:2.nees the nation 

into a commuuty devoted to God" in the l{ev Age (Ezekiel 36:26-27). 53 

The S:pirit of God Gives life to· the physical world (Genesis 2: .. (), e.nd 

sustains creation (Job 33:4). Leaders and rulers receive a more :per­

manent gif't of the Spirit w1:>,ich enables them to carry out the tunctic:is 

of their ottice with wisdom and judgment (Numbera ll:17,25.; l Somuel 

16:13; Isaiah ll:2; Judges 6:34).54 

The Spirit of God is also associe.ted with :prophecy, ene.bling the 

recipient ot the Spirit both to receive and to interpret divine revela­

tion (Numbers 24:2; l Samuel l0:6; 2 Kings 2:15). The SUf':f'ering Servant 

of the Lord fulfills his pro:phetic office and the divine purposes ot 

redemption as One possessed by the Spirit (Isaiah 42:l; 48:16; 61.:1). 

T'.ae Spirit makes known the ethical requirements and ,1ud8ments ot God 

through the prophets (Psalm 106:33; Zechariah 7:12; Nehemiah 9:30).55 

F:t.nally, the Spirit ot God is closely bound up with the es.ch2.tolo­

gical. hope (Isaiah ll:2; Isaiah 32:15-16). In the :rut~ age God will 

pour his Spirit upon the seed ot Jacob (Isaia}l 44:3,5). In the New 

Covenant the entire community of Israel will pa.ri.icipate in the Spirit 
. . 

(Ezekiel 37:14; 39:29). 56 The action of the Spi.""it is also 

53n,1d. -
5\am:pe, p. 160 •. 

55Ibid., P• 161. - . 6 . 
5 ~-, P!>• 161-162. 
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portr~d \mder the ir.lacery of' cleansing, ht:::c!inz 
a~d l;.i'e-givinc water, pe.rticu1a~ly th.: '1/owp 
«~Et,£ ws fiOWiM out f'rom the ideal Temple of' 

Ezekiel's v:l.sion.5·,- · 

The Spirit of' God in the Old Test.eJ?lent 1s a Soirit of' '00'\-rer 
- - ' 

of' prophecy, and of' the eschaton. Since there see:ns to bee. ref'erence 

to Ezekiel 36:26-32 in connection with Zechariah and El.izabeth_,58 

Luke may well have had the ideal temple of' Ezekiel 47 in mind wt.en he 

rele.ted the announcem.ant of' John• s birth in the temple. The ~J,,.,p ~~uzw.s 

of Ezekiel• s vision is reiterated in one of' the cr.aracteristic functions 

of' the Be.ptist: He will. give knowledae of salvation through the !E,E:­

Riveness of' sins (Lu.lte l:TI). The first act of John -recorded by Luke 

picks up the other half of the Ezekiel reference. John "went into all 

the region about the Jordan, preaching a baptism of' repentance f'or the 

forgiveness of' sins" (Luke 3:3). 

The develop:nents in the intertestament&l. period shed l.ight upon 

Luke• s understanding of prophecy and the Spirit. Lesney describes these 

developnents when he s3¥s, 

Af'ter the destruction of the first temi,J.e, or, according 
to some, after the death of ~ai, Zechariah, and V.iale.chi, 
the "Oronhetic rrif't in Israel was quenched, and a weak 

-- ~ II ,_ II substitute was given in the bath-ool, the little propuecy 
(lit. 11daug.i.ter of a voice"). But soon rabbis held th&t . 

· the gi:f't was preserved by the communication through l.eying­
on of' hands, appealing to llnml. XXVII. 18 and Deut. XXXIV. 9 
(P)., both relating to Moses "ordination" ot Joshua. It was 

57Ibid., p. 162. See Ezekiel 47:3., also Isaie.h 1:16-20., Jeremiah 
4:14, Ezekiel 36:25-27• 

58supra, p. ll.. 
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also held that those who gave themselves tor Israel. 
or learnt and obeyed the Ll'lw, or ta.U{:ht it publicly 
could receive the Spirit. 1 

Thus reception of the Holy S!Jirit by the promised child 
(as herei i.e. 1. 15), by V.:e.r;y e.ccordinB to Gabriel's 
promise (1. 35), Elizabeth (1. 41). Zechariah (1. 67) 
and Symeon (11. 25) is a.n entirely' Judaistic notion.59 

All of the characters in Luke l are pictured as mocels of' obedience and 

piety and are therefore capab1e of receiving the Spirit. 

Luke's verbal associations 'be1,ween "Spirit" and the results of the 

Spirit's presence indicate that he understands th.e renewal of' prophecy 

as en eschatological reality. Every use of' "Spirit" in Luke l stands 

in a context filled with eschatological plu-aseology. In Luke l:14 

before the prediction of' John's reception of' the Spirit the a:iael 

' :,, , \ :! ~" , 
says of' John's birth, "NJl £1;n,c,. "X"-Pd. ,a, Kt!lt ii.r"-""'~6tS n 

• 

Elizabeth's reception of' the Spirit is accompanied ·by' the lee.ping of' 

the babe in: her womb in ":Cr.c ~~ ,i€l,£t 11 (Luke 1:44) • . M.e.ry receives 

the promise of' the Spirit (Luke 1:35). Her hymn contains both tho 

expression II M£rct ~4-v,l " and "~rat'AlU,£V" (Luke l:46;47). 

Luke l:67 makes it abundantly- clear that such a reception of' the Spirit 
~ _, _4,_ _, & I ' 

causes one to prophesy. Zechariah 11 £71'~?"}61".,./ Tlv6?1,;ttl(TOS tt.1,011 J<fll. 

f 11po f/f re11,2v • " Bultmann has shown that t"-p.t';v, ll~~~l1264.c,, 

andpEyG(·'A.,fVE<II are all eschatological words praising God f'or his nact 

of' divine salvation. 1160 Schubert has therefore suggested that Luke's 

59A. R. C. Leaney, A Co.'lllJ!entar:',• on the Gosnel According to St. Llf<e 
(London: Adam & Charles Black, 1958), p. 39. Tile empl".asis is :nine. 

, · 6oauitmann, p. 20. 

• 
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first two chapters are ample evidence of' Luke's 
6J. 

theology. Schubert concludes, 

II ,p proo.a.-f'rom-prophecy" 

The Holy Spirit is (contrc.ry to Vide-s!>~ad r.iodern 
opinion) a st~ctly esche.tological reality for Luke. 
• • • The e~raordinary emphasis on the lioly Spirit 
throughout Luke-Acts 1s but e. oo.rt o:t his escha­
tological theology- of history.b2 

Even the past tense of the verbs in the Benedictus (Luke 1:68-75) 

regard the eschatological salvation of God e.s alree.dy present. 

Lu."te l, then, suggests a renewal of God I s m:i~ty acts for His 

people. History bas reached the e.ppointed time. God's pious people, 

Zechariah and Elizabeth, receive the promise of' a wondrous birth. 

V'J&ry, too, is a model of piety. The angel I s announcement to !l;ary 

indicates that God's salvation has come upon her. John's birth is 

announced in the temple, the heart of Old Testament :9iety. In the same 

context, however, the eschatological ho!)e~ of' Israel are fulfilled. 

The Spirit is active once more through pro:9hecy. The Spirit of power 

overshadows Ma-7. God's saints-.re.1oice in His mighty deeds in typical 

eschatological. language. 

6lPaul Schubert, "T'ae Structure and Significance of Luke 2~, n 
llet.'testa"T.entliche Studien f{ir Rudolf' 'Bult1:1..enn (Berlin: Alfred 'l'6pelmann, 
1954), p. 178. Paul Ydnear suggests that a ?pOre adequate title for 
Luke's theology would be "theology of' the tilr.e of f"J.1.tillment. n 
"Proot-f'rom-pro~hecy" raises too many difficulties of definition. 
"Luke's Use of the Birth stories," §._tudies in Luke-Acts, edited by 
Leander E. Keck and J. Louis Martyn (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1966), 
pp. 118-120. 

62Ib1d. -
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Luke l., then., proVides a picture of God's tul.filll:c.--nt of His. 

redemptive promises which recognizes in God's actiVity both the God 

of Israel.1s history and the God of her escha.tological hopes. In 

God's decision to act in behalf of His r.eo1>le there is continuity with 

the Old Covenant and evidence of the Ne94. Redemptive historJ and 

eschatology meet. in the infancy narratives of Luke 1. 

' . 



CHAP.rER III 

JOHN, JFaJS Am> ELIJAH--THE ESCHA'l'OLOGY OF LUKE l 

Introduction 

The develo:pnents during the intertestamentaJ. period gave the 

eschatologicaJ. hope of' Israel a new content and a new direction. It 

was recognized that the gif't of prophecy had censed.1 Statements 

that prophecy had ceased .are found not only .in the Old Testament itself 

(Zechariah 13;3-6, Psalm 74:9), but in the intertestamental literature 
·2 

(1 Maccabees 9:27) and the rabbinic 'literature as well. 

The cessation of' prophecy had a marked ettect upon the escha­

tological hopes ot Israel. Scobie has characterized this e:tf'ect as 

follows: 

Yet if' prophecy was thought to be dead, there was an 
eg_ual~ strong opinion that at some point in the future 
prophecy would return. To be more precise, the retum 
of prophecy would mark the dawning of' the new ase. In 
all the passages which refer to this beli~f', the rev1 val 
of prophecy is an eschato1ogical concept. 

The Variety of' Eschatological. Figures 

At the .arrival of the eschaton Israel al.so expected the appearance 

lcharlea K. H. Scobie, Jolm the Ba.otist (Philadelphia: Fortre:.;s 
Presa, 1964), P• ll8. 
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ot a number ·ot personalities vho vould usher in the days ot Israel's 

salvation. Volz sumnar1zed the diversity of expectations 1".9B&rding 

these eschatologicol. indiViduala vhen he wrote, 

Eine canze Reihe von Beilspers8n11chkeiten 1st uns 
nun bekannt geworden: der Mess1ask8n:i.g, der Mensch 
der Priestertilrst, der Prophet, Mose, Elia, Henoch,' 
der Engel, der Taeb. Die ausser dem Messias 
genannten HeUspersonen stehen nicht etva neben dem 
?.fessias, sondem sie stehen an Stelle des ~iessias, 
sie sind nicht etva Vorliufer des ¥..essias (h8chstena 
und ganz vereinzelt Elia), sondem sie sind Vorl.Kufer 
Gottes, und sie Bind sel'bst die Heilspers8nlichke1ten. 
Das bcwoist al.so, dass das f'romme JudentlDll 1m Zeit-
al.ter ~esus Christi nicht eine einheitliche, sondem 
eine mannigfaltige 11Mess1ashottnung11 hatte, und es 
ilsst sich vermuten, class sich die verschiedenen 
eschatologischen Heilsgestalten aut verschiedene 
Kreise 1m Volk verteilt haben. Die verschiedenen 
Gruppen 1m Zeitalter Jesu werden sich ihren beson-
deren ''Messias; 11 Erl8ser, Heilbringer erdacht und ihn 
in sehr verschiedener Gestalt erwartet haben: die 
Phari•sier anders al.s die Essener, die Priester anders 
ala die Politiker, die Apokaly!)tiker anders ala die 
Toro.studenten, die Gebildeten anders ala die Ma~se, 
die Zeloten anders ala die Stillen im Lande. Henoch 
(Daniel; Esra, Baruch) varen whl die Heroen der . 
Apokal.yptik, Mose der Heros des gesetzesgelehrten 
Judentums, Elia end von allem der Mess1ask8nig ver­
mutlich der Heros der volkstihnl.ich Eschatolo3ie, der 
"Mensch II wohl der Ersehnte eines Kreises besonders 
innerlicher Menschen. In gewissen Kreisen, wohl vor 
all.em in literarischen Kreisen, hat man bisweilen auch 
die verschieden~n Gestalten und Jtmter vereinigt und einen 
Heilbringer geblaubt, der zugl.eich K8nig, Prophet and 
Priester var. Zudem wird man annehmen dilrfen, dass die 
Jbnter weder im Leben noch in der Anschauung so sc~ 
getrennt varen, wie wir zunichst vermuten m8chten. 

!rhus a number ot eschatological figures were enVisioned, corresponding . 
to a variety of groups within Israel. Several ot these eschatological 

4Pau1 Volz, Die Eschetol ie der ~Hdischen Gemeinde im neuteste-
mentlichen Zeitalter bingen:. J. C. B. 11.ohr, 19 , p. 201. The 
emphases are the author's. 


