Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship
6-1-1953

The Conversion of St. Paul as Reflected by Paul's Usage of
CHARIS

Marvin Middendorf
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_MiddendorfM@csl.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv

b Part of the Biblical Studies Commons

Recommended Citation

Middendorf, Marvin, "The Conversion of St. Paul as Reflected by Paul's Usage of CHARIS" (1953).
Bachelor of Divinity. 401.

https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/401

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.






29

Hilg kindnees (X/qf""’"’;"‘lé) which is sheer generosity in
Paul's cage 27

The conversion of §t. Paul shows ue clearly: (a) that
Baul wae not only "dead in trespasses and sina® (Eph. 2:1),
but aleso that his “carnal mind was enmity against God"
(Rom. 8:7); (b) that Saul 4id nothing and could do nothing
toward his converslon; {c¢) that the sheer generosity of
God's grace, wag the beginning, middle, and end of Paul's
conversion. Paul did all he could agelnet it; "he kicked
ageinst the pricks" (Acts 9:5). Saul, the proud Pharlsee,
a brute beast, a dull driven ox oclumsily kicking sgalnet
the willl of his driver, was only foolishly drawing hie own
blood to his hurt. "But wonder of wonders: I was mercied,®
Paul says (I Tim. 1:13). I was treated with oompassion in
my indescribsbly pitiful and wretched state. And he adds
Pgrace® o moment later (I Tim. 1314), denoting unmerited
fevor for hils blackest guilt. Paul knew he could claim no
part in hig conversion, for while he was yet an enemy of
God, God called Paul by Hig grace. Faul knew he did not
deserve this grace. All the gio:"y of that glorious work
belonged to God's sheer Grace. Truly God showed forth the
sheer generosity of His Grace in His kindness toward Paul

{(Eph. 2:7).

s

inth-
27R. ©. H. Lenski, Interpretation of I and II Cor
&E‘_E.sﬁcolumbua, Ohlo: The L ugﬁe‘ran Book Concern, 19371,

p- ¢ uo ff-
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Secondly, as we view St. Paul's conversion and heay
8t. Paul attributing hls conversion solely to the Grace of
God, we £ind that x«,wg Qi s God's Grace, le always linked
with Chrlet's work. When Paul speaks of the gras2 which he
recelved ho does not refer fto any undefined; sheer generw-
oalty, but to the mercy and loving kindneas which God be=
stowed upon Him in Christ Jesus. For, "CGod*, says 8t. Paul,
¥ghows the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness
toward ug through Jesus Chriet® (Eph. 2:7), iv&l:?sr_dt ";'/
(5#;,;@031‘16&’?’@} wAITEY vE }t,:;ero; a{flro?' v )y,rr,{Ty 7 ff’
in3E v Nperd Tyedd . For it was for the ungodly that
Onrist died, and in that act, "God commended His love (Paul
writes 'love!, but could equally well have written 'grace')
toward us, in that while we were yet glnners Christ dled

for us" {Rom. 5:3). "It pleased God that in Him should all
fulness Gwell; and having made peace through the blood of
His oross, by Him o reconoile all things to Himself®

(Col. 1:19 rf.). "According to the riches of His grace®

we (and 8t. Paul definitely includes himself, the greatest
of sinmers, I Tim. 1:15) have "redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of sin.” (Eph. 1:7)- A’""‘“’}“"’@ and <AL
these negative bless-

"righteous—

here appear as gifts of Yesl. Add to

ings the positive boon mentioned in Rom. 5:21:

ness" and "1life¥ and you have the complete contents of Xa‘/l_,
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as & positive gift.28 Where there is grace there ls for-

glveness of sing, life, and salvatlon. This is the heaven-
1y fortune of grace which God bestowed upon Paul thyough
Christ and of whloh Paul sald, "God hath saved us, and cal-
led ug with an holy esalling . . . according to His own purs
poge and grace which was given ug in Jesus Christ® (II Tim.
139).

I% heas been sald that Paul probably experienced the
undeserved favor of dod's Grace more than anyone elese, for
by his blasphemy of God and his perseoution of God's CGhurch,
Paul certainly deserved death and etermal damnadion. For
aa Paul was persecuting the secy of the Nazarenss, ho was
actually persecuting the Son of God. By every blow he
struck at the infant church, he was lacerating those hands
and piercing that side. By every sigh and groan extorted
from the members of the Church of God, Paul had ellcited
from the Head in heaven the remonstrance, “Saull S8aul ! why
persecutest thou Me?" In spite of all thls, the God of all
grage, the Lord God, meroiful and graclious, longsuffering
and sbundant in goodness and truth, *hath" as Ananlas smays,
®chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his will and gee
that Just One and shouldest hear the volce of His mouth®
(Aots 22:14). Paul desoribes it as a direct act of God's

28mheodore Engelder, op. 8it., P- 134,
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grace that He revealed His Son to him. "It pleaged God,®
he declarae, "to reveal His Son in me.' (Gzl. 1:15=15)
Jesus =2ska: "Saul, Saul, why art thou persacubing Me?®
{Aots 9:5). "Saul, Saul" reminds one of similar duplics-
tion of our Lord; such as, "Martha, Martha" K ®*Jerusalem,
Jerusalem". In warylag ways those words "Saul, faul" ex-
presg an emotlon of deep concern, pity,{grace), bul asver
anger.2? By this auestion, Jesua callad on Saul %o probe
his monl in regard %o the terrible work ln which he was
angaged. To persecute the disciples is to persecuts tThe
master. OChrist and the church are one; Ghrist Za the Head,
the Chriatlans are members of His body. What ia done %o the
humblest Christian s done o the giorious Ohriat, be 1%
Food or evil. "Inssmuch as ye have done it unto one of the
lsast of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.*30
What a orushing blow for Paul, to hear: "I, I am Jesus,
whom thou, yes, thou, art persecuting i (Acts 9:5) Like
lightning 1t flashed into the soul of Baul: The Jesus who
had been crucifisd wae alive. Then his followers had besn
right ! Then the faith on which they staied their lives was

really true! Stephenta dylng declaratlon that he eaw Jeaus

RN gL, . Lenskt, &_ Acts of the Apoatleg (Columbus,
Ohiot The Wartburg Preas, LY, Do

30w1111am Dailmann, Payl (8t. Louis, Missouri; Con-
eordla Publishing House, )}, pe Y3,
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on the right hand of God had not been blasphemy, but a
gober literal fact! It wae a staggering discovery. It
meant that everything that Jesus had been and had done,
every title he had claimed or His followers had claimed for
Him wes now attested by God Himself. For Jesus' conquest
of death and defeat could be nothing less than God in ac-
tion, God'e right hand made bare, Cod's seal set convinc-
ingly to the Messlanlc claim, God's final vindicatlion of
His Son. The tremendous truth and reality of thie faot
swept over Saul's soul like a flood: Yes, Jesuas of Naza-
reth 1g truly the Son of God, the Messiah! I have been in
deadly error. Paul who had thought himself *blamelesa"
(Phil. 3:6) discovers that of all sinners he is chief
(I Tim. 1:15). The charge of persecution is driven into
the soul of Paul to the hilt.Jl

By the grace of God in revealing Christ Jesus to Paul,
and by the gracious concern Jesus showed for Paul 1in Hls
direct preaching of the law, Paul's proud eelf-righteous-
ness was crushed. Through Christ's gracious manlfestation,
Paul saw that he had been & Q\~rPxuof, *blasphemer®. He
had blasphemed the Lord of the church by using the mos¥

wicked and hateful language sgainst him and by tryling te

force others to do the same (Aots 26:1); Paul realized

31R. o. H. Lenski, The Aots of the Apostles (Columbus,
Ohio: The VWertburg Press, lm. Pp. 3 354 £f.
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that he had also been a 8115:(?'1;, "Persecutor®, who in per-
secuting the Lord's people had persecuted the Lord Himself.
Ppul concluded that he was an ﬁppcrrfg "an insolent one"
who both outraged and inaulted. (In Luke 18:32, dpperdqbra
ig used to mark the insolent blows and insults that were to
be heaped on Jesug in hle mockery by the Sanhedrin and by
the Roman goldiers).’2 Egch term.in I 'Tim. 1:13 ie more
severe than the other, St. Paul heaped one on the other.
What he deserved was fto be struck down end to be made an
example of the Lord's justice. But, wonder of wonders,
Paul says, "1 was mercied* { aded qls 1,6‘77; I Tim. 1:13).

Paul cerbainly experienced the length and the width,
the height, and the depth of God's over-abundant grace in
Chrigt Jesus. God in His wondrous longeuffering held baock
His judgment upon Paul when it was long overdue. And much
more, it even pleased God according to the riches of His
grace to reveal Christ unto Paul. 8o that for Paul, then,
blasphemer snd persecutor as he was, Jesus was seeking, not
in order to destroy him but to save him. For Faul, grace
and mercy had entered the field. Paul vae experiencing the

Grace of God, the same grace which was in our Lord Jesus

Christ, so that though he was rich yet for the cake of

Grand
32R, ¢. Trench, Synonyms of the New Testament (
Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B, Erdman's Publishing Co., 1948) ,

Pp. 102 f.
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ginners ho became poor; so that a vile sinner like Paul
might be rich (II Cor. &:9).
"The Grace of our Lord Jesus Chrlst was super-abundant
in Paull's case (I Tim. 1314}, It fenabled hin" (I Tim. 1:
12) %o see that for him the Lord had climbed Oalvary, that
for him Christ had been sent into a shameful death, that
%by the Grace of God Christ tasted death for every man"
’ / t
(Heb. 2:9). The Xz 700 ) fuwy (I Tim. Lill) "en-
abied Paul® (I Tim. 1:12) to repent, receive forgiveness
and belleve on Christ. The glory of Godl!s Gracs lay in
ehanging Paul to a penitent bellever. It was the X¥wZ 757
o 149 ¥  which wrought mcor7g and J[o{ﬂ'l in Paul, (I Tim.
1:14), so that with endless wonder Paul could now speak of
"the Son of God who loved me and gave Himgelf for me' (Gal.
2320).
Bee me, see me, once a rebel,
Vanquished at Hie cross I lie;
Cross to tame earth's proudest able!
Who wae e'er so proud as 1?
He convinced me} ge aubd,ueg me;
He chagtised me; He renewed me;
The nalls that nalled, the spear that slew Him,
Transfixed my heart, and bound it %o Him.
See me, see me, once a rebel, 33
Vanauished at His oross I lle.
One of the severest oriticiem passed by the Rabbis

upon Jesus had besen that He consorted in a friendly way

33W1111am Dallmann, gp. Oit., »- M&.
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with the woset culragsous law-breskers, the publicans and
notorious sinners. Paul, overwhelmed with the sense of
having Tougnt agalnsgt the Chrlst and killed His faithful
Tollowexrs, now £inds this to be a eriticigm baeed on fact.
Jesus Christ has not destroyed him, has not blinded him
for life, hzs not slmply let him off with a threatening
Injunetion o pergescute no more. Instead, Jesus Christ
has come %o forgive him, to ralee him up, and to honor him,
with "apogtleship"3? (Rom. 1:5).

With the words "Grateful am I" (I Tim. 1:12) Paul ex=
pressea hiz contlnuous thenkfulness to Christ (naming Him
according %o his Messlanic and exalted Lordship, as our
Bavior) who "enabled him* (I Tim. 1:12) (aorlst refers to
Paull's conversion and call) to repent and belleve on Christ
and become his apostle even though he had at one time be-
longed %o the long list of awful sinners in verses nine and
ten (I Tim. 1).35  In the very hour of revelation, Paul
realized that right to the end of hie days he weuld be lm-
maasurably Christ's debtor, for “Christ Jesus came into the

world to save sinners, of vhom I am chief.? (I Tim. 1:15)

3“‘!110:11&5 Kepler Oontergmogﬁ vw Think About Paul
{New York: Abin'gd.on-'- okeshury PFress, s Do 1n3,

35R. C. H. Lenski, Interpretation of coloaa;angE
Thesgalonlans wimothz: _’fitns_ Pﬁﬁmgg_fco umbus, Ohlos
Lutheran Book Conocern, 19571s Pe 28
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Never for o moment 4id Paul doudbt that the love which
hed come gesking him wae the Grace of God Himself, "for God
wag in Chrisz%t reoonclling the world unto Hlmself . . . and
hath ecommitted unto us the work of reconciliation® (II Cor.
5:19). The order of the clauses in the great Trinitarian
henedlctlon, where "the grace of the Lord Jesus Chrisgt”
stands Cirat, followed by "the love of God' {II Cor. 13:1l)
nay be Hsken a3 & transeript of Paul's own experiende. It
waa through hie meeting with Christ on the Damascus road, a
Christ who was all Grace, that Paul entered into the knowl-
edge of NenZ Bsdv , for Ghrist was aotually God's grace
become flesh. The glorious words in which Paul's great
dieoiple of = later day, St. Auguebine, described hls owm
redsening experience of God's Grace ln Christ might have
ecme straight from the apostle himself;

R dovtoss; Wiin- By iashing asd onining Toou

dldst seatter my blindnegs. At the seent of

Thee I drew in breath, and I pant for Thee. I

have tagted, and I hunger and thirst. Thousgast

touched me, and I am on fire for Thy peace.
It was the Grace of God revealed to Paul in Christ Josus
that guenched the flaming career" of persecutlon, wrenched
the stubborn Pharigee right around in hig track, killed

the Slasphemer, and gave birth to the saint.

: | o] B.
3€gy. Augustine, CGonfesslons, tranglated by E. |
Pusesy (New York: E, 5. Dutton and Go., 1924), p. 38.
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All hle feverish quest for peace and righteous-
negse and certalnty was now over, for God in Christ
had %teken the initiative. The poor, smoking lamp
ef legaliem had flickered out in the glory of the
dawn. God had reconciled him. While he was yet
a 'ginner,! an 'enemy'~=how deep dyed in Paul's
own heart's-blood the great words ln Rouans are !
Chriet had died for him. Gone was the stern,
inexorable CGod of Judslisu, watohing His creafures
tolling for e justification He knew thay could
never win. Now there stood revealed a Father
yearning for His chlld, Faoce to face with that
geeking grace, that reconciling love, Paul's
whole belng bent down in uttermost surrender.
With rli the passion of hie scul he responded.

He gave himself to God. He worshlpped Chriet

« ¢ o He wae now as unilke the man who had seb
out from Jerusalem ag noonday ls unllike midnight
ag life is unlike death. Hls oublook, his world,
hig nature, his moral sense, his life-purpogg-—
all were changed. He was a man 'in Christt.37

It wae Paul's experience of God's Grace in Chriet, that
caused Paul to see in the Grace which Christ has revealed
to him a gushing fountain of salvatlon Tor all men, and as
nis heart is thus stirred, he bursts out with the glorlous
doxology: "Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invielble,
the only wise God, be honour and glory forever and ever.
Amen. (I Tim. 1:17) For Paul, God's Grace is always
linked with Ghrisi's work, for "God was in Christ reconcil-
ing the worid unto Himeelf* (II Cor. 5:19).

Thirdly, ag we view Paul's conversion, we 8se that
God's Grase [ jowZ Ors7) established a personsl relation~

ship of God in Christ with Paul the sinner. By naturs,

31yames Stewart, gp. Sit., PP 4o fe.
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Paul was & child of wrath, Ydead in trespscses and sina®
(Eph. 2:3); 2 sizner who had fallen far short of the giory
of God (Rom. 3:23); such a vile ginner, thet he, indeed,
degerved to aland In a rolationship of Alge-grace with God.
He above all desorved God's wrath and eternal dlsplessurs.
“The wages of sin 1z death' (Rom. 5:123). He was ahlef of
sinners (I Tim. 1:1%}. “Bub when the fulness of time was
come, God sent forth His don, made of a woman, made under
the law %o rodesm thex that were undsy the law, that we
might feseiva the adoptlon of gons® {Gal. Hile6). MNew "we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Ohrist®; (Rom.
531) and, St. Paul says, "We have recelved the Spirit which
iz of %od* (I Gor. 2112}, Whon through the graclous work
of the Holy Spirit Paul was led te recognize his wrongdcling
and to receive God's forgiveness in Christ, God did not
walt, but st that very mement accepted Paul's repentance
end transferred him into his Xingdom, Hls personal relation-
ehip, with all the privilsges c¢f the gcnship. ®And hecause
y& are soms, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Ron in%o
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no
more a servant, but & son; and if a son, then an helr of
God through Christ.® (Gal. %:6-7)

As a good Jew, Paul repeated tne oreed, "Hear, ©

Tereels Johovah our God is one®~=the only God. He was the

God of Abraham: He wse the God of Israel. He wase the God,
]
"who led us forth out of the land of Egypt.

But most of
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all, he was The atern God of the Law, the absolute, ime
placable, soverslgn judps of men and nations. The Pealm-
ist had sung, "Like as a father pitleth his ohildren, 8o
Jehovah pltlieth them that fear him" (Ps. 103:13). The
prophet had declared, "As one whom his mother comforteth,
go will I comfort you, saith the Lord® (Is. 66:13). Paul
had read and knew these, but they had never become central
in his %hinking about God. For Paul, God was the God of
the Law, inexorable, righteous, Jjudging. But when through
the work of the Holy Spirit, Christ entered Paul's soul,
God became new to Paul., The havrd taskmaster of the Law
vanished; ths righteous heavenly Father stood revealed.
"For ye have not recelved the eplri$ of bondage again %o
fear; but ye have received the spirit of adoption, whereby
we ory, "Abba, Father' (Rom. 8:15). The vivid polgnanoy
and the deep thankful Joy present in Paul's idea of adop-
tion by God have perhaps never been better expressed than

in these words of MclLeod Campbell:

B think of Christ as the Son who reveals the
nghgf.a that we may know the !‘af.her'.a heart ﬂsai:“-
whish we have sinned, that we may ses how gin,d -
making us godless, has made us orphans, an “ntge
stand that the grace of God, which is at once e
remission of past sin and the gift orFe:orna:n 3 tg-
restorss to our orphan spirits thelr Fa Bgr

the Father of spirits His lost chlldren.

Zsrm.eoa Gampbell, quoted by J. S. Stewart, op. ib.,
p. 254,
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"Not bondage . . . unto fear* (Rom. #:15), the keynote of
the 1lfe of adoption 1s freedom. All dread of the eternal
digpleasure was gone for Paul. Every worry about the ine
tricacies of keeping the Law dispelled. Instead of an
almighty law enforcement offlcer, a divine law-masgter,
Grace makes God & Father who 1s strong, loving, and saving.
' Hencsforth, Paul could beglin his prayer with the words |
given by Jesus, "Our Father® .39

The graclous appearancs of Chriat to Paul on the way
to Damascus was, of course, Paul's source of revelation
that Ood i1s our gracious Father. "It had pleased God”
(Gal. 1:15) to reveal to Paul the blessed Redeemer, the
Savior of men, who "brought life and immortality to light".
(IT Tim. 1:10). Christ was for Paul the clear revelation
of the true character of Go;l, the one, "by whom we have
access . . . unto the truth® (I Tim. 2:4), the God of Grace
who was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself
{II Cor. 5:19). Here was goodness and love that spared
not itself! Paul experienced this boundless love of our

Heavenly Father in hls conversicn and thus could write to
"Now our Lord Jesus Chriet Himself, and
and hath glven

the Thessaloniana:
God, even our Father, which hath loved us,
us everlasting oonsolation and good hope through grace,

e

39¢. W. Quimby, Paul Poy Everyone (New York: HMac-
millian Go., 19W4), p. 153. -
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confort your hearts; and stablish you in every good word
and work" {(IT Thess. 2:16-17).

Because God's grace was supremely manifested in Ohrist
and revealed to Paul in Chriet, (Gal. 1:15) and because it
is only in Christ that we have acoess to this Grace, {Rom.
5:2; Eph. 2:18) Paul often spoke of Xa,irg #2070 ag "Tha
grace of our Lord Jesus Chrdst®, 4 Xz 700 Weplov 4usy
(I Tim, 131}, The very phrase "The grace of our Lord Jesus
Chrilgt" denotes a personal relationship with Christ, a per-
gsonal relationsghip of Panl the redeemed, with the Redeemer
and Creator who did and continues to perform his graclous
work of salvation. In the very act of baptism, Paul was
incorporated with Christ (Rom. 639-11). Paul says: "EKnow
ye no% that so many of us ae were baptized unte Jesus Chrilst
were baptized into His death?® (Rom. 6131) Paul was bur-
led with Him. Hia old bad self had been orucified on the
oross. "Buried with Him in baptism, wherein also ye are
risen with Him through the faith of the operation of God,
who hath raised Ohrist from death® (Col. 2¢12). Juet as
Paul shared in Chriegtls death through baptism, so he also
shared in the miracle of rising again to a new life in
Ghriet.

By the same power of grace that Christ was ralsed

from the dead, Paul is, through his union with Christ,

ich
freed from the power of death, that malignant pover wh

destroys both body and soul (Rom. 8:10; I Cor. 15:24 ££.).




