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CHAPTER 1

A STUDY OF CHARIS

X“/’ig, Hgrace", 1z rightly called "one of the most
blessed seriptural concepts.'l It ig one of the greatest
words of the New Testament. It is the firet word of greet-
ing and the last word of farswell ln Pzul's letters. For
Paul, Charig inoludes the sum of all blessings that come
from God through Christ.? Grace is for Paul the beginning
and the end; the Alpha and the Omega. Robertson says in
his Word Pictures of the New Testament, "Perhaps no word

sarries more meaning for 8t. Paul's message than this
word.#? Trench gays,

There has often been cocaglon to observe the man-
ner in which Greek words taken up into Christian
use are glorified and transformed, seeming to have
walted for this adoption of them, to come to thelr
full rights, and to reveal all the depth and the
riches of meaning which they conﬁalned or might
contain. XezZ 1s one of these.

1R, C. Lenski, Interpretation of Romans {Columbus,
Ohio: Wartburg Press, 19%‘ Y» p. 25%.

27. D. Davie, Diotionary of the Bible (Edinburgh:
T‘ & ?a Gla!‘k, 1909,’ p. m_;!;o

3A. T. Robertson, "The Eplstles of St. Paul,” Word

Plotures in the New Testament (Nashville, Tennsssee:
Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention,

1931), p. 7.

Grand
4R, ¢. Trench, Synon of the New Testament {
Rﬂpig., Michigan: Wm. B, Erdmans Publiehing Co., 1948),
p. 166.
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The word J(a;:rg, which we trenslate: "Grace", was
apparently firs? used in a quasi-technicsl sense by St.
Paul. J. A. Robinzond believee that although it is not
probable that the introdustion of Xqﬁc; into the Christian
vosshulary was dus to St. Paul; yet there can be 1little
doubt that the new and apecial use of Charis was ¢losely
connected with his mlisslonary activities, and that Paul
did more than anyone to develop the meaning of Xd;‘.c as a
theological %term. (Chavis became the walchword of the larg-
er dlspensatlon representing the surprising mercy of God,
hy which those who had been wholly outsids the privileged
circle were now the reclplents of the Divine favor.

Moreover, Paul seems in some sense to have appropri-
ated the word Charig, as though he had s pecullar claim
end title to its use. The first of his eplstles opens and
cloges with an invocation of X@’/ﬁf"g upon his readers, and
every subsequent spistle follows the precedent thus set.
In II Thess. 3:17 ff., Paul declares that this may be re-
garded as his signemanual authentloating aé i% were his
eplstle: o amw/lz Ty ¥ th/2 mdw’ 8 d
Fpusity &V nda',}‘( é oo 7049 oTwg Vd/ﬂw- [l )(«;'II ro¥f J(?.Iov Ko

7""07 errﬂ ,utfc\zl ww:t'mr é,.,:.’v ,6

5A. Robinson, Ephesians (London: Maomillan Oo.,
1909), p. 224. '

61p1d.
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The word Xd;'i has been in use gince the days of
Homer. It 1z derived from the verb Xq}l/;_g!_'(')" to "rejoice®,
to causa joy, Xty?o(/a Hence the correspondence betwesn the
comuon Gresk szlutation Yare of Yatony/, and the Christe
ian Xo'p/z;‘, ip more than & verbal coincidenoca. Xa,’o’ré is
first of a1l that property in a thing which cauges it to
give Joy %o the hearers or bsholders of it; and then, see-
ing that to & Greekx there was nothing so joy-ineplring as
grece or beauty, it lmpiled the presence of this, the
Gorman *Anmuth? 7

In Olsesiczl Greek Chsrle means: (a) beauty, aitrac-
tiveness, loveliness; (b) favor, goodwlll, graciousness;
(¢} & boon conferred, & kindness done; (4) gratitude,
thankfulness. In the LXX, In Philo and other Jewish wrif-
ings, i% does not appear to have any special significance.
In 2 sense found nelther in élassical Greek nor in the
mﬁ, but apparently first occuring in the New
Testament and espeolially frequent in Paul, Charlg mesans,
"favor toverds men contrary to their desert.'® J. A.
Robinson® gsays that we are lnde'bt;iﬂ to Paul for: (1) the
emphagis on the "freeness® of the Divine favor which is

TR. ©. Trench, pp. git., p. 167.

B7he Blshop of Gloucester, "The Doctrine of Grace:

| XXXII
The Biblical Basis,® The Church Quarterly Review, O
(4pril - June 1981), 2. | i

90p. cit., pp. 224 ff.

| = i o 1R

RS =F = |
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marked by the contrast of Charls with Jfeilyxe, Bgebt?
(expressing directly anti-thetical conceptions, Romans U:
b,16) and with isyov (in the sense of meritorious work),
and (2} the emphasis on the universallty of the Divine
favor which 1lnocluded Centlles as well as Jews, in contrast
to "the law" which was the discipline of Israel.

qu; received its distinctive Christian character of
undegerved favor, from Paul who expanded the concept of
xé@; as favor toward man contrary to hle desert, He took
the word, which was in common ugage in profane literature,
and ennobled, enriched it, by putting a fuller, and truly
Chrigtian context into it. It is not unreagonable to think

/

that the speclal Pauline usage of X“#& may be colored by
the fact that in the first century it ie often found in
inseriptions to signlfy imperial favor, exhibited by a
deed or gift bestowed on some city or community.

Thus an inscription of Nero referring to that em-

peror's conferring of freedom on the Gfeeks, 6x-=

tols the benefaction as & gift of his ‘grace.

Another insoription congratulates certain bene-

ficlaries of Galus, Caligula as fortunate beyond

other men in resping frults of the abundance of

the grace which is immortal, and speaks of pro=-

motion ag proceeding from the grace of Galus
Cagsar.10

This word Xq2u§ wh1ch in the heathen literature of the

early lst Century, accordingly, expressed the graclous

10 Bishop of Gloucester, op. 8it., DP. 2=3.
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relatlion of a superior to an inferior, though never unde-
served, is taken by Paul and vested with a richer, grander
meaning: Cod's undeserved love and mercy for condemned
ginners. Thus /l°;;1z was, as Trench gsays,

Ennobled, glorified, lifted up from the setting

forth of an earthly to the settlng forth of a

heavenly benefit, from slgnifying the favor and

grage and goodnese of man to man, to setting forth

the favor, grace and goodness of God to men, and

then of necessity of the worthy to the unworthy,

of the holy to the sinful, being now not merely

the German 'Gunst' or 'Huld,'! to which the word

hed correasponded hitherto, but 'Gnade'! as well.ll,

F. C. S8ynge in his recent commentary on Philipplians
and Coloaslang says: %There are three elemente of Grace
( Xnz') of which the New Testament speaks, and if all three
eélements are not present, one is not speaking of the Grace
of which the New Testement speaks."l2 The three elements
are these: (a) Grace ls sheer generosity; (b) Grace 1is
always linked to the work of Christ in the epistles; (c)
Grace establighes & personal relationship.

a) Grsce is sheer generosity. It 1s a favor done or
mercy shown by one person to another when there is abgo-
lutely no obligation whatever upon the former to do any

such thing. Luke 6:32 ff., provides an excellent example

11g, o. Trench, ep. eit., p. 16¢.

12p . ¢, gynge, *Philipplans and Colosslans ® The
Torch Bible Gogmgnfarles (Bondom 80M Press, 18517,
I L S o R
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of %$hig mssning cf Xo}:ué. Tha word translated *thanx* ia
versas 32 and 34, 13 XouZ. "Wuat thank have ye?" means,
fYnat is there of sheer gemerosglty in that?™™ ®None at all,
for you are fnlfilling an obligation, paying a debt."13
In the New Testament Grace ls attributed %o Géd in His re-
latienship to sinful man. When Paul spsaks of grace, he
has in mind manl's ain and non-daaert.lu Grace is not only
& gifs, but also 2 wholly undeserved gift. Gracae connotes
gullt. Sinvers deserve the verdlist "guillsy®; the verdiet
Taquitted® le posalbls only as we wholly undeserving, un-
merliing heay the voloe, not of Jue%ioo, but of pure,
abounding, astounding grase.lD Grage then la the unmerited
Zavor op love of God toward us poor gullty sinners. Waen
fod bHlesess the sinner, »ightly oondemned to damnatlon,
with eternal ealvatlon, the very opposite of hia desert,
that 1s gheer generosily. ‘

b) Grace n the splatles is alvays linked to tho
work of Chprlst. Oragce ls the unmerited favor and love of
God for us ginners waleh Ha displayed by ssnding hls Sca

to die in ordar that we who are condemned by our sin might

31pid.

g, p. Burton, "A Oritical and Exegetical Commentary
| g e {e Galatisne,” The International Sriti-
on the Epietle to the Galatlane, i!BEEFTEEBEEET'IgzﬁT.

Séé.ﬁnmmenﬁarz {New York: GCharles 50
pp' ®

153- 01 Ro Lenﬁkl, mo ‘9—1‘-3_-.» P. 25""‘

2ne
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be saved. Crace 1s Favor Del, Propter Christum. GCodls

grace ocould not poasibly be a mere declaration of God where-
by He arbitrarily pronounces the poor sinner free from his
guilt. I% ls contrary to Scripture that a person may be
freed from the horrible debt of sin without full payment
of the debt. But the poor sinner could not pay it. "None
of them can by any mesans redeem his brother nor give to
God a rancgom for him; for the redemption of thelr soul 1is
preclous, and ceaseth forever.® (Ps. 49:7.8) But the
grace of CGod found a way. Even bhefore the foundatlons of
the world were lald, the Triune God adopted the plan that
the eternal Son of God should become man, assume man's
guilt, and by His vicarious payment of the debt of sin
free the helpless sinner from thle debt. In the fulness
of time Christ sotually did thls. Hence Paul writes:

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual

blessings in heavenly places in Christ; accord-

ing &s he hath chosen us in him before the foun-

datlon of the world, that we should be holy and

wilthout blame before him in love; having pre-

destinated us unto the adoption of children by

Jesus Christ to himself, according to the geod

pleasure of his will, toc the pralse of the glory

of hils grace, wherein he hath made us acoepted

in the beloved. In whom we have redemptlon

through his blood, the forglveness of &ins, : )

according to the riches of his grace. (Eph. 1:3=7
"God ocommendeth His love (Paul writes 'love! but he could

equally well have written tgrace!) toward us in that while



a
ve were yet sinners Christ dled for us.! Romans 5:8.15

¢) Grace is a personal relationship of a person with
a person, of God in Chriet with a sinner. The relaticnship
in which we as sinners deserve %o stand is in dls-grace
wlth God. We mlserable sinners deserve only God?s wrath
and dlepleacsure, temporal death and sternal punishment.

But by God'e grace, hig sheer undeserved generosity in
Christ, we stend in & relationship of eons with the Father,
Gal. 4:5,6, of the redeemed with the Redeemer. This is
pogsible because Christ has dled for our sins and has been
ralsed sgain for our justiflecation, and we have been buried
with Him in baptism and have been ralsed with Him %o & new
life. "The Greoce of God ie & work of Grace accompllished,
and we have been re-oreated M1l By Grace alone, God has
transformed us poor sginners into the chlldren of God; by
Grace alone Cod hag "delivered us from the power of dark-
ness and hath translated us into the kingdom of hle dear
Son" {Col. 1:13); by Grace alone He has sent His Bpirit
into our hearts orying, "Abba, Father" (Gal. 4:6).

It was S.t-. Paul who took the pagan word Charis and so
richly ennobled its meaning by putting a richer, and dis-
tinetly Chrietian content into it. In thls paper, we want
to look at St. Paul's 1ife and his writings and see what

161"'. ¢. Synge, op. 8it., PP- 20 ff.
171p14.
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prompted Paul to take the word Charlg and make it the most
esgential and dlstingulshing feature of the true and liv-
ing God and the very basls of the whole work of salvation.l®
To do thils, we shall take the word Charis and the three
elements of the oconcept grace as found in the New Testement:
a) that grace iz God's sheer, undeserved generosity; b)
that grace always igs linked to the work of Christ in the
epistles; ¢) that grace establishes a personal relation-
ship of God in Christ with a ainner, and see in the first
place, how Paul experlenced these elemente of grace in his
1life, especislly his conversion, and secondly, how the
manifestation of these three elements of grace in Paul's
1ife led him to an understanding of God's loving kindness
and undeserved mercy whioch he reflestes in the new usage

of Charis in his eplstles.

18, D. Burton, gp. git., p. 423.




CHAPTER II1
CHARIS AS EXPERIENCED BY PAUL IN HIS CONVERSION

In The Riches of His Grace, John Schmidt wrote:

Grace, like the melody of a Bach fugue, is caught
up by first one instrument, then by another, of

the Pauline orchestra. One volce pickg 1t up with
new radlance and emphasls, Just as snother 1s about
to become silent., As a result, the doctrine of
Godl's grace has become vital whenever men have come
to know 8t. Paul. The fact that hls work as & pro-
fessor in the Unilversity of Wittenberg led him to
lecture on the Epistle of the Romans, gave Luther
his deep appreciation of the riches of grace, which
led to the Reformation of the church. One might
almost say that one of the reasons why the gates

of Hell have not been able to.prevall against the
church 1s becsuse the Pauline Eplstles have never
permitted Christians wholly to rorgit that they
owed so much to God's free 'grace!.

As we look at the 1life of the great apostle Paul, we
see why Pzul was so profoundly moved by and deeply limpres—
sed with Cod's "grace!. 8t. Paul was a llving monument to
the undeserved favor of Ged. Here is his autoblography:

I thenk Chrlst Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled
me, for that he counted me falthful putting me
into the ministry; who was before & blasphemer,
and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained
mercy, because I did it lgnorantly in unbellef.
And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant
with faith and love which s in Ohrist Jesus.
This is & failthful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners; of whom I am chlef. .
Howbeit, for this cause I obtalned mercy, tha

1John Schmidt Tne Righes of g Grace (New York:
American Tract Socle Vs s Do .
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1n me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all
longeuffering, for a pattern to them which
ghould hereafter believe on him to life ever-
lagting. (I Tim. 13;12.16)

Paul the Pharigee

3t. Paul’s 1life msy be divided into two parta: one
before hls converslon, and the other after hle conversion;
or inftoc two chapters: the chapter of Law and chapter of
Grece. Whlchever dlvision we use, we find that Paul was a

proud and sell-righteous Pharisee before hls conversion.

Thers are two maln reasons why Paul was a very proud and
boastful personality before his conversion. They are: |
{(2) his background, or hie heredity, and (b) his personal
attainmente. To understand the basis of Paul's pride and |
self-righteousness, we shsll consider three factors 1n his
background, and three factors in hils personal accomplish-
ment;.

The pulss of Ssul the Pharisee, beat quickly as he {
‘remembered; ' ‘

el sttt AR e ] S

the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the

sexvice of God, and the promises. However much

birth and wealth flaunted before his eyes, he held
himgelf to have been of gobler ancestry, %o belong

to a higher arlstocracy.

2F. B. Meyer, Paul a Servant of Jesus Christ (Rew
York: Fleming H. Renell G_mTlo.i Y8577, p- 19-
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Paul truly belonged to God's covenant people. He was bora
a Jew, he was according to the law olrcumcised on the
eighth day {Phil. 3:5). His parents were neither heathen
gonverts nor Ishmaelltes. CQonverts, or proselytea, were
eircumcised in mature age; lshmaelites in their thirteenth
year. But Paul was of the race of Israel. He was circum-
ciged on exactly the eighth day asccording to the law, and
his parents were not grafted into the covenant pecple, but
descended from the original stock. He congratulated him-
gelf that as a child he hed been admitted into covenant
relationship with God. He was of direct Isrzellte descent.
To him belonged the privileges of the theooratic covenant.J

Peul was of the tribe of Benjamin (Phil, 3:5). He was
a member, not of one of renegade tribes of Israel, but of
the Talthful tribe of Benjamin which stuck with Judah, the
Houge of David. 1I% was in the land of Benjamlin that the
"Holy Gity" of Jerusalem was located. Paul counted 1% no
emall thing to have as ancestors those holy patriarchs and
prophets who had followed God from Ur, wrestled with the
angel atthe Jabbok, and had spoken to Him at Horeb face %o
face. He was a desoendant of Rachel, Jacob's best-loved
wife. Hig forefather, Benjamin, alene of the twelve

37. B. Lightfoot, St. paul's 1stle to the Phill
P.%&gﬁ (London and Qsmbridge: Maomillan an d Go., 18637,
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patriarche wae born in the land of promise. Paul no doubt
also recalled the great national deliverance wrought by
means of Mordecal, a Ben)amlte, which was commemorated in
the yearly festival of Purim (Esther 2:5.6;9:20 £f.).
From hls tribe had gprung the first king of Israel; Saul,
whose name he was proud to bear. It wes the tribe of
Benjamin which held the post of honor in the Ieraselite
armlies: "After thee, O Benjamin M wag the battls ory of
Israel (Judges 5:1%; Hosea 5:8). At a very early date the
Christian church applied the prediction in Jacob's bless-
ing of Benjamin {Gen. 49:27): ™*In the morning he shall
devour the prey and at night he shall divide the spoll® to
the persecuting zeal and later conversilon of'Paul."'

Paul wsg a pure-blooded Hebrew, "a Hebrew born of
Hebrews® {Phil. 3:5). No ancestor on either side was born
of other blood. Even though he was born in Tarsus, yet he
could trace hic direot descent from Jacob and all his
ancestors spoke the Hebrew tongue and retalned the Hebrew
customs. They had not adopted the language or the custonm
of the people around them. They who had inherited the
faith of the Mosalc law were strlot Hebrews from the rirst

to the last. Brought up in an orthodoex home, ab the age

BIvia., p. 147
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of five Paul began to study the Seripture, at ten the
Mighnah (the interpretation of the 0ld Testament), at
thirteen he became a gtudent of the law. Though born in
Taraus, Paul was brought up in Jerusalem (Acte 22:3), where
he was lnstructed "according to the strict manner of the
law of our fathers* (Acta 2233) under one of the most
learned and digtingulshed Rabbls of the day, Gamaliel, who
wag the grandson of the femous Hillel. Here he acquired
guch an intimate knowledge of the Hebrew soriptures that
he in hig epistles quotes from one hundred fifty different
vergss soattered through one hundred chapters in the 0ld
Testament. Truly his Hebrew extraction was the genulnely
purest and best in Jewlsh eyes. Here is partly the basis
for his mlpez:\-Jewlahnenata.5

Even in these three inherited "flesh" excellancies
{(privileges) meny and meny a Jew was out-classed by Paul.
But Paul olimbs still higher and leaves every Jew behind
as he names three more "flegh? prerogatives, the very
highest in all Jewish eyes. Paul now speaks of matiers
which depended on hls own personal cholce. Here, especi-

ally, Paul found room for boasting. These three flesh

5C. T. Cralg, The Beginning of Ghristianity (New
York: Abmgdon-cakesbury ress, 1943), p. 150.
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prevogatives sre marked by gerd which denotes "measure’
or "nowm".
Meseured by law Poul wes s "FPharipee® (Phil. 3:5), a
"aeparatist®. The Pharisees stood for complete deservance

of the law {Acte 26:5). F. B, Meyer writsas

Amid the prevalling indifference the Pharlsees
gtood for o striot relligious life.  As against
the scepticliem of the S8adducese, who belleved
in neither gpirit nor unseen world, the Pharli-
meeg held to the repurrection of the dead, and
the 1life of the world %o come. Amid the lax -
morals of the time, which infected Jerusalem
almost as much as ﬁome, the Pharicee wae austere
in bhip idesle, and holy in life. The texts on
hie phylacteries at least evidenced his devoe
tion to Seriptuve; the tithing of mint, cummin,
and anlse, at lsast proved the scrupuloslity of
his obedlence te the lawi hle prayers might be
ostentatlous, but they were conaplguous evi-
dence of hig bellef 1ln the unsgeen.

Paul, significantly enough, attached himgelf not %o the
Sadducess who often made light of religion, but according
to the strictest seat of his religion, he lived ag a Fhari-
see.

Mengured by "zeal', zeal for Pharisalc obgervance of
the law, Paul had been a "persecutor of the church" (Phil.
3:6). And if no falth 1s true unless it is enthuslastic,
S8aul certainly would have had no worry on this score. Paul
was even more exceedingly zealous of the tradition of the

fathers than zll others {Gal. 1:18). Paul asserted his

RO

Sgp. oit., op. 19-20.
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principles with flre and the sword. That was Paulls grsat
claim %o God’s favor. It was thia zeal which was so meri-
torious in Jewlsh eyes (Gal. 1:14).7

The most important factor Paul mentions last: %As
regard the righteousness which 1s in the law, having be-
come blemeless" {Phil. 3:6).

'"The law' must etand here as a convenlent ternm,
not only for the moral and Llviticel code, as
given in the Pentateuch, but for the minute and
laborious additions of the rabbls, who--to use
one of thelr own 1llustrations«-had go overlaid
the sweetflute of truth with thelr gilding ss to
gllence its muslec. The righteousness which was
of the law conslsted in meats, and drinks, and
dlvers ordinances and washings; in the length of
fringes and number of tassels; the gtraining of
wine lest there should he the dead body of a fly;
the tithing of the stalk as well as the flower of
mint; the punetillous measuring of the ground,
that not a etep might be faken beyond the leglw
timate Sabbath day's journey. One great rabbl
spent the whole week in cgnsidering how to ob-
serve the coming Babbath.

Measured by the etandard of "righteousnsss", that 1s in
connection with the Law, the old Jewlsh standard, Paul was
blameless. Buf here it was men who pronounced the verdlei.
It was in the eyes of the Jews that Paul appeared blame-
less because he had left no obsgervance, however trivial,

undone which the law required. How many Jews could truth=-

TR. 0. H. Lenski, Interpretation of Galatlans, Ephe-
f%%%%n Phillﬁgiang (Gélumbus, Ohio: Lutheran Book Concern,
2 DPs B35

8p. B. Meyer, op. git., p. 2%.
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fully say the game? According to the Jewigh law, Paul
gcored one hundred per cent in regard to all six itemsa.
The first three he inherited without will or act of hisg
own, the other three he attalned by hle will and his deeds.
Thesge prerogatives were to Saul's blind Jewish eyee exceed-
ingly great "gaine®. If any man had reason to possess Gon=
fidence ln human achlevement, if any Jew could be saved
by his own righteousness, guch as 1t comes from the laws,
then it must have been Saul, the Pharisee, for he surpas-
sed all in zeal and merit (Gal. 131H),

But lock where Paul's fanatical pride and "holy" zeal,
his self-righteousness and super-Jewish legallem led him.
Paul's desire to please God; to earn fellowship with Him,
led him to kill, yes to kill, Christians! Paul's self-
righteous zeal had not led him to God; 1t led him as far
away from God as possible®, says ﬁ‘ygran.9

Paul the Persecutor

And thus Paul first appears in Christian history as
the man at whoge feet the wlinecses who stoned Stephen
laid their garments (Acts 7:58). Already here 8aul is
persecuting the ohurch of God. Acts g:1 telle us “and
Saul was consenting unto his (8tephen's) death®. Zvv-

9Anders Nygren, as quoted by John Schmidt, op. git.,
p' 106'
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¢uSok#y smays A. T. Robertson sugzeats the complacent approv-
al, and the preposition adds to the forse of the verb
(*perfective" uze of the preposition).l0 fhe Veatmingter

Bible Dictionavy saye the phrase: S«VAel si By cuvevsslv

T avatp crt aypraV implies that Paul was active in the pere
gecuting of %the flret Christian nertyr. It suggests that
Paul wae one of the Hellenlsts, or, CGreek-spneaking Jews,
menticned in Acte 619 sz the origlnal inetigators 61" the
charge againgt Stephen. A% any rate,

¥e oannot be wrong in supposing that Paul's

hatred of the new seot had already been arocused;

that he not only despised thelr cruoified Mesw

gieh, bud regarded them as belng both politie

eally and religlously dangerous; and that he

was alrveady prepared, with bitter, but cone 11

soientlious fanaticlism to oppose them to death.
8t111l we ask ouprselves, "How ocould e man like Paul in such
a calm way vobe to %k1ll such s one as Stephent®

Olaf ¥ee oaye, "Far from allaying the exclted hatred
of the pecple snd the council sgainst the Chydgtlans, the
stoning of Stephen gave the signal for a great perseoution

against the whole congrepation in Jerusalem."12 The phrase

10%noehe in the Life of Paul (Rew York: Oharles
Scribne-x'ge_-'ﬂan"é'; TN, e 280

1lyohn D. Davis, The Westminste: Bib%e iotionar
(Rezlfeﬁ gdition; Philmlpﬂfas %az%m neter rrees, %Nl-),
pﬂ 5&;

12mhe %gost;e peul (Minneapolls: Augsburg Publishing
Houﬂe’ xg)o ® Pe GS.
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ev éna¥y T3 Wmie¢ , "on that day®, in Aots £:1 scems to
indicate that it followed immedlately after Stephens mar-
tyrdom. Apparently after hearing tha words and seelng the
behavior of Stephen, 1% hecame evident %o Paul, as never
before, That thies nov Hazarsne soect prasented the most
gerious danger %o Jewlsh rellglon itself, and thus he felt
obligated to sradicate this movemant ag quliokly ss possi-
ble (Gal. 1:2%).

8o we find Paul, lmmediately after Stephen'’s death,
taking a leading part in the persscution of the Chrigtians
which followed {Acte 8:1), and which was dirscted against
the church whloh was at Jerusalem. Paul himgelf admits
%I verily thought with myself that I ought to do many
thinge contrary to the name of Jesus" (Acts 26:9). In per-
sscuting Christ, Peul was sincere in his error; but thils
d1d not make him guiltless, Tor hie bellef had its founda~-
tion in a wrong state of heart. Had he been humble, cane
did, and teacheble, the evidence which Jesus gave of His
Messlahghip would have earried full convictlon %o his
mind.3 But Paul, accompanied by servante of the high
council, forced hig way into the housve of Christians and
dragpod out men and wouen whom he had confined to prison,

%o awalt thelr sentence. Indeed, 'he ehut up many of the

134, 7. Robertson, oh'g%ﬁgﬂw (New
’ L] Jo

York: Charles Soribner's Sons,
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eainte in prison" (Acts 26:10), and kept it up as long as
there were sny to selze. He chased the Lord's people as
one chasges wild animals (Aots 22:4,7), and he himself
acted llke a willd animal. He went about ag an animal
(Aote 9:1): fmrviur arulys wo. ¢o» o , breathing threat-
ening and slaughter. He blew his breath, reeking with
threat and murder 1L TpuZ MdtJ7T;; Tov Kt{oz’o'tl, ®against
the disciples of the Lord," The participle {uz:wv with

&’ /
L means elngchnauben suf Jemand. The word govel, 18

significant. Saul wae raging against the disciple, and
had succeeded in having others put to death. Acts 22:4,
"And I persecuted this way unto death", and especially the
plural in Acts 26:10, "when they were put to death I gave
my vote against them® (&Ydyﬂwuévw Te abrioy y{al:TVi:/sxi{# Yipev ),
seems to indlicate that many had to seal thelr falth with
their bl‘oad. Paul became bloodthirsty in his persecution;
there wee blood on hig hands !1"'

We should not underestimate the ferocity with which
Paul persecuted the Christians. It was so dreadful that

'even Ananise in Damasous heard of the many base things

Paul 41d to the salnte in Jerusalem (Acts 9:13). 4As a
wild boar uproots a vineyard, o Paul *laid waste the

Ghurch--—entering every houge* (Aet.g 833’. Here was relent-

Shkean

g, . i Intiggretat:lon of the Acte of the
’-!'a o Rt o Wartburg Press, ijﬂT

- Apostles (Columbue, Ohlo:
p. 350.
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less hate thal deliberately violated the precincts of men's
homes.

"The approval of the sanhedrin' (Acte 26:10),

gave thie high-handed aotion of Saul the sem-—

blance of legallty, but 1t ocannot mitigate the

bitterneass that fllled his soul ag he dragged

Tor the orims of GhyAsVisbity.iSt T (K RASASH
Hls search into the houses was so thorough and 1ts effects
go dreadful that he himgelf later characterlzed 1% with con-
ditions following the scourging of an invading army. Hs
himgelf sdmits, *I persecuted the church of God and made
havoe of 1t"{Gal. 1:13). In four of his letters; twice in
Galatians, Paul refers to his orime as persecutor. To the
Corinthians he wrote, "For I am the least of the Apostles,
that am not meet %o be called an apostle, becauge I perse-
cuted the Church of God" (I Cor. 15:9). He recalls %o the
Philippians that he hed demonstrated his Jewlsh zeal by per-
geouting the Church (Phil. 3:6). To Timothy he confessed
that he onoe, was a blasphemer, a persecutor, and injuri-
ous (I Tim. 1:13). In two of his speeches (Acts 22 and 26),
he refers to hils persecution of Christians. To the people
of Jerusalem he sald: %I persecuted this Way Christianty
unto death® (22:4). If it had depended on him many more
would have had to give up their life for thelr Christian

faith and confession. &nd in his gpeech to King Agrippa

15a. 2. Robertson, op. 8it., p. 3l.
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(Acts 26:10 fr), Paul states that he had often, by punigh-
ment, that is by scourging, compelled the followers of Jesus
to blagpheme the nsme of their Lord !

In Jerusalem, Paul apparently reached his goal in a
short time, because socn he was on a hunt for Christian
heretics far beyond Jerusalem. In Jerusalem the name Jesus
wag ne llnger heard in the Temple; no wonders were per-
formed in His name. If there were any meeting of Christlans
1%t was behind closed doora. Moe may be exaggerating when he
gsays, "The congregation which before thias persecution had
probably reached a number of twenty thousand to twenty-five
thousand seems literslly to have been exterminated."16
Nevertheless, it was a gruesome tale at best.

Paulis thirst for blood was not qgenohed as long &s
any Christians remained. He knew that the sect of the Naza-
renes was stlll far from having been destroyed, since many
of its members had fled from Jerusalem. And Paul raved more
againgt them, "being exceedingly mad against them® (Acts
26:11). He "persecuted them even unto foreign cities"

(Acts 26:11). P"Beyond measure® (Gal. 1:13), he was zeal-
ous in hig persecution of the *Church of God". No wonder
the poor fleeing dleciples went as far as Damasous. The

amazing thing 1g that they etopped at all. Thig Pharisalc

16g7 .0 tle Paul (Minneapolis: Augsburg
Qlaf Moe @ énos. e Pau
Publighing Houaé,' » Do o8,




23
ware=horse gsniffed the battle from afar. His very breath
s
({uTyswv) was threat and slaughter (Acts 9:1). When news
came to him that a band of bellievers in Jesus had collected
in Damascus, that was enough to set Paul in motion. And

Yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter

againet the dipeiples of the Lord, went unto

the high-priest. And desired of him letters

to Damasceune to the synagogues, that if he

found any of this wey, whether they were men

oy women he might bring them bound unto Jeru-

galem. {(Acte 9:1-2}
£t of verse one, "yet", signifies Paul's thirst for blood
was not quenched while any Christisns remained. Paul had
heard that the synagogues in Damascus had Nazarenes in thelr
midst. His zeal for Judalsm roused him to actlon lest the
Nazarenes spread in Damascus.

The task of persecuting the Christians was now offici-
ally delegated to Saul. He had the authority and commis-
sion of the chief priests (Acte 26:12), and that would be
acknowledged beyond doubt in Demascus. In order that he
might in full safety carry out the proposed transportation
of priscners, Saul was ascompanied by a strong pollce guard
from the high court. Saul was now the typlcal heresy-

hunter of all time. He had now become the acknowledged

leader of agressive and triumphant Pharisaiem. He felt
himgelf pitted against Jesue. To nim the offence of the

oross was insuperable. The oroas, Paul felt was the ourss
This

of God upon this Messianic pretender (Gal. 3:3).
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Jesus richly degerved the shameful death that befell him,
"He had outlined a definite programme of extermination, and
complote success was within his grasp. The annihilation of
Christianity seomed imminent,*17

The ilmportant thing to observe is that according te
the express testimony of Luke asnd of Paul himgelf, he was
£11led with fury sgalnst the Christlians to the very moment
of hls conversion, and believed that he was rendering the
highest service to God. How it was posslble for Paul to
equate hatrsd and murder with service to God isg hard to
underatand. Robertson in deseribing Paul just prior to his
converaion says,"Paul is full of self-complacsncy. Hls
conscience gave him no trouble at 211. The mense of sin
had not revived in him, and he felt very much alive.
(Rom. 7:9).%1%8 pPaul was set on earrying out his oruel pur-
pose. Paul was golng to stamp out this viclous Nazarens
herssy, once and for all, and rescue Pharlsalem from all

future evii.

Paul's CGonversion

Stalker, in his Life of St. Paul, says: "But the Good
Bhepherd had heard the ories of the treubling flock and

17A. T. Roberteon, gp. oit., PP- 36=37.
181p31a., p. 30.
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wont forth to Toce the wolf on their hehalr."19 Jeasus could
reach out his hend in behalf of hls flock, and now was the
time ond Sevl was the man to lay hold of in this super-
ngtural ware.

It was noon and the sun stood high in the heavens
(Acts 26:13). Paul and hlz company were alreedy approach-
ing Damspcug. The goal of the long journey was well in
sight. Only & few houprs and Paul wovld deliver hila come
migeion %o the authorities, and could then be making his
raids of terror uvpon the Ghrlstian heomes in Damaascus. Bub
before he resched his goal he was stopped by the intervane
tion of a higher power; suddenly a great ligh%, above the
brightness of thae Syelan noontide sun, shone around nim;
and a voice; amid the bleze, unintelligible and inarticu-
late to his companions, though elsar enough to himself, was
heard spsaking in the famillar Aramale, and celling him by
name {Aotg 26:;13-11). TFrightened and overcome by the super-
mundane brilliancy of the light, Paul fell %to the ground.
There can be no doubt as to the origin of that lighl--

B b e

como Lilumined on the Mount of Transfiguratlon,

when hig face did shine as the sun, and his gar- |

ments grew white as the light, and all the gnows

: f
around reflected the golden sheen. Bometh;ng o
the same beauty and splendor wag desoribed by

Hodder znd

198, stalker, Life of 8t. Paul (London:
Btoughton, 1913}, v. 3.
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John 1in after years, when he tells of the vision

given him in Patmos; but even this muet have fal-

len far behind the Master's actual appearance on

the way %o Damascus. In the ons case his counte-

nance wag a2 when the sun shineth in his atrength:

%ﬁetggnf%sr 1ts glory was above the brightnees of
Out of that light, he heard a volce sounding down into the
depths of hig soul and saying in the language he had learn-
ed in the home of his infanoy (Aots 26:13-18; 9:1-20; 22:
1=16): "Saul, Ssul, why persecutest thou Me? It ls hard
for thee to kick agalnst the goad" (that is to say, your
opposition to me is both useless and dangerous). When Paul
asked in terror: "Who are you, Lord?" hs recelved the
etartling answer: "I am Jesus whom thou persecutest® (9:6;
26:15). From the midst of the heavenly glory he saw a face
(II Cor. 4:6). Christ was appearing to Paul (I Cor. 15:18;
Acte 9:1). Like lightning it flashed into the goul of Saul:
Jesus whom he had thought to be the satanic blasphemer who
hed been cursed on the oross by God was in heavenly glory
and pogsessed the Messiah's power to make heavenly glory
bresk into the world of flesh; then Jesus had rigen from
the dead and ascended into heaven; then Jesus of Nazareth
is truly the Son of God and the Messlah; then I have been
in deadly error, and I have been found fighting against

God almighty! It was at this moment that Paul realized

2°F¢ Bo Eeye!‘, _qno 2'!-30, P ,'"9'
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that all hle self-made righteousness was as filthy rags.
All hls earthly gaine were "loss”. It was as though Baul
was ezperlencing Christ's Judgment Day. Even though Paul
had in an outward way kept all the fine points of the law,
he suddenly realized that 1t had not made him holy; instead,
i1t had led him to gin the very greatest egin. What would
Christ do to him? He was desparately wicked and utterly
helpleas, solely at the meroy of Christ. Truly he deserved
to be slain. He deserved the worst punighment. Every day
that Paul lived hereafter would be due solely to the Grace
and mercy of God in Christ. Paul reallized that he deserved
ne merey. Rather, he deserved the hot anger and wrath of
God. As Paul pondered the words, "Ssul, why persecutest
thou Me?® (Acts 9:4), he suddenly discovered the meaning of
Grace. OChrist came not in anger to destroy him but in his
ungpeakeble grace He appeared to Paul to forglve him, to
gave him and use him. That wae the great thing that always
amazed Paul. He who had persecuted Christ was not consumed
in wrath by the Kinge of Kings but was saved and made an
apostle. It was solely God's wonderful Grace that ecould
save Paul from the severe judgment and righteous sondemna-
tlon deserved. Paul the terrified and penitent sinner
realized that Christ was his only hope for salvation. And

Saul was not dlsobedient to the heavenly vislon; he made a

prompt and absolute surrender when he agked: "Lord, what

wilt Thou have me to do?" (Aots 9:6), and Jesus sald,
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"Arise, and go into the city, and it ghall be told thee
what thou must do" (Acte 9:6: 22:10).

Peaul rose up & sinful man blinded by the glory of God,
‘yot not destroyed. He was still on earth among men whose
hands of flesh he felt ae in amazement. These men led him
into Damasocus, where he lodged in the house of a certailn
Judag {Acts 9:11). For three daye Paul remained blind and
fasting, praying (Acts 9:9.11), and meditating on the reve-
lation which had been mede to him. %Behold, he prayeth®;
thus God described Paults state to Amanlas (Aots 9:11).
His persecuting impulse hed been broken.' He was crushed
on account of his fearful orime against Jesus whom he had
pergecuted in His disclples. "Sorrewful confession of hils
peat blindness and petition for forgiveness for his violent
aotions against the Christians were therafore undoubtiedly
the chief concern of hie prayers during these ma.n?l

On the third day, the lLord commanded Ananlas %o go to
Paul and to lay his hands on him that he might receive his
gight (Acts 9:9-10). The Lord assured Ananias, who was
afyald of the persecutor, that Paul had already seen Him in
& viglon and that He had chosen him to bear His name before
the Gentiles, and kinge, and children of Israel (Acts 9:15).
Thersupon Ananias obeyed. Ananlas addressed Paul saylng:

2101&f Hoe‘ 8p. 2_1:3.., PO 111-2.
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The God of ocur fathers hath chosen thee, that

thou shouldest know hisg will, and see that Just

One, and ghouldest hear the voiee of hig mouth.

For thou ghalt be hls witness unto all men of

what thou hast seen and heard. And now why

tarriest thou? Arise, end be baptized, snd

wagh away thy sing, calling on the name of the

Lord. {Acts 22: 1‘-17)

Thereupon Paul confessed his falth in Jesgus, received his
slght, acoepted baptism, and forthwith, with hls character-
istlec snergy and to the astonisghment of the Jews, began to
preach in the synagogues that Jesus wae the Christ, the Son
of God {(Acts 9:10=22).

Such is the narrative of the conversion of Saul of
Targus. The career of persecution was suddenly stopped by
the revelation of Jesus. It was a work of Grace, the work
of the Holy Spirit that enabled Paul to apprehend and accept
the truth which had been revealed to him (Gal. 1:15 ff.)

He who sought to destroy the church was saved to build the
cshurch. God's grace manifested through Christ Jesus trans-
formed the persecutor of grace lnto the greatest preacher
of grace. Next to the life and death of Christ, Paul's
conversion 1z probably the most glorious manifestation of
God's Grace. .

Three recitals are given of the conversion of St. Psul
in Acts: one by Luke (9:3-22); one by Paul himself before
the Jews'(22:1-16); agaln by Paul before Festus and Agrippa
(26:1-20). Paul also frequently speaks of his converslon

in his epistles, especially in: I Cor. 9:1.6; 15:8-10;
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Gal. 1:12=16; Eph. 3:1«8; Phil. 3:5«7; I Tim, 1:12-16;
II Tim., 1:9-11l. Let us see what Paul has to sey sbout his
converslon.

" 1¥e cannot really speak of God,i says Bckhardt, ‘'When
we would speak of Him we do but stammer.! ‘'We are like
young children 1earning'to epeak, ! exclaims luther, 'and
can use only half worde and quarter words.'®22 go Paul
felt when he tried to set down in worde the great decilsive
experience of his life. All the resources of language could
not fully communicate 1%. 8trive as he might, he could not
fully exprese the wonderful dlgcovery. Onoce he even falls
back on the word "unspeakeble", "God's unspeaksble gift*
{II Cor. 9:15); and at another place he says, "the grace
of our Lord was exceeding abundant® (I Tim. 1:14). But txy
‘ag he may he could not cspture in words the glory which hs
experienced. The thing could not fully be apoken; and Paul
was llke the poet, consclous of=-

Thoughts hardly to be packed

Intc & narrow ach 4 ecikaed 83

Fencles thet broke throuwgh language and escap
Kowever inadequate the phrase, Paul guided by the Holy
Spirdt finally sume up hile blessed conversion with the

22pckhardt and Luther, as quoted by James Stewart,
A Han in Ghiist {New York: Harper and Brothers Pnbllaﬁars,

NeGe 2 Pe .

23Browning, as quoted by James Stewart, gp. Sit.,
p. 81, .
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packed words of I Cex. 15:10, ){o}r’JlTb sc Bro¥ eme & ILJ,“(, :
"But by the CGreoe of God I em what I am.®

Paul tskes the Greek word X'?"l! and uses it %o de-
seribe that graclous attribute of God which prompted God
to remsmber him, the cursed and condemned sinner and res-
cue him from his gullt and Just condemnation by forgliving
hie sineg and by giving him life and galvation. Never be-
fore had anyone predicatsd XG}C@ of God in Hig dealing with
& slnner. WNowhere before did xo’;’ff represent the estab-
llghed conduct of God toward, and the appointed relation of
God, with the ginner. There was nc instance where
repregented the oppolnbed relation of God with the sinner,
no instence of the Xd}tg a'wrf,/pu;; of which Paul states that
it "hath apvesred® (Titus 2:11) stepped forth like a new
gtsr out of the depth of the heavens into the reach of hu-
men vision through Ghrist, "the God of all graoe."zh
Gremer25 has declared, that the cld term o8 like en old,
worn coin, lssuse from the hande of Paul, as 1t were, newly

minted, vecast. Actually, as the result of Paulfs conver-

/
elon experisnce, X«nZ has become a diffrerent term.

L)

gnmecdore Engelder, *grace,”" Theological Quarterly,
IX (July 1905), 130.

2 Wbrterbuch der Neutestementlich
e e Be’rt"h‘e'”a.‘m‘/"r‘"&a 2

MQA%};% {Gotha: PFriedrioc
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The Three Dietinct Elements of Grace in Paul'e Conversion

What then does Paul mean when he attributes his cone
version o )C°£:)/f 81973 ynen Paul says in I Cor. 15:10,
"But by the grece of God I am what I am," he attributes his
conversion solely to God's grace. And as Paul speaks of
the grace of God { x'ss;:_z.’ 2107} which he experienced in hie
conversion, and which is responsible for hie conversion, he
includes three distinet elements of God's unmerited favor
in the word )(0%’: I

First of all, it was solely because of God's sheer
generosity thet Paul was converted and saved.. Paul did
absolutely nothing that could make him worthy of ealvation,
that would prompt God to save him. Paul was 7o (KT wuo ,
an abortion, a dead foetus (I Cor. 15:8), utterly worthless,
totally unfit. A dead foetus is naturally expelled from the
womb beoause it ie dead. Paul was utterly devoid of splrit-
wal life, a vile, dead thing, fit only %o be carried out and
buried from sight. Yet, he experienced nod'a undeserved

mercy: WSO Wyrsv & "'f"ﬂf"g ws i l(ed.u'j ,(,r,a; ;och’eu

¢ A‘
[ l'. 9“
L& ¥4 4 f dU‘nU ﬂ'ol("-t’p“ rOl’ blOV db" LY V
3 G2l 0; -]
K J‘I. A bld rfg X(f

(Gal. 1:16-16). God in His undeserved grade remembered

pr it 7 ¢
Paul the ohild of wrath. Paul was o 85 ¢pifnE (Rom. 2:8),

"one of the self-gsekers" who sought to obtain Justifica~

tion before God through hils own efforts; who, far from ob-

taining 1ife through the Law, was ghut up by the force of
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the Law under the malediction. Paul describing this un-

merited favor of God shown him in hie conversion writes to
the Corinthiang: "God who saild, Light shall shine out of
darkness; has shone within my heart?26 (II Cor. 4:6). Thus
Paul who had had no scruples or misgivings but was ready
for more klllings awoke to dlscover that, instead of serv=-
ing God, he was 1n collision with Eim snd was actually up-
rooting and ravaging that for which the Son of Hig love had
expended tears and blood. God showed Paul that instead of
serving God by his fanatiocal zeal; he was heaping up wrath
upon wrath against a day of wrath. In trying to construct
his own righteousness Paul had become the greatest of sine
ners. In his extreme zeal for the law he had persecuted
the very Church of God--the greatest sin a man can commit.
That finel genltive mv subqrav 7o 6157 welghed heavily
upon Paul's soul. This was the thunderbolt with which God
struck Paul to the ground in terror snd despalr.

Psaul had been fighting against God Almighty; he had
become & blasphemer ﬁ&.d(p'f;gx:.n" I Tim. 1313) of God, and
yet God had not cast him off. On the contrary, Paul, much
to hls amazement, became the object of God's Grace. God's

good-will and good-pleasure, the fountain from which His

267ames Moffatt latio New Testa-
ment (New York: Hod&er §50ﬁg§ton, 1352#
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Grace springs and 1s fed, went to Paul the sinner and
sought him out aseslduously and filled the wretched voids of
Poul's degenerate heart as alr rushes into & vasuum. *Where
s8in abounded, grece did much more abound® (Rom. 5:20).
God'a grace was so bountiful and so generous that it over-
whelmed Paul’s sin. And by His sheer generosity, God took
this dead, vile thing, the most rabid persecutor of Hig
Church, reclaimed him from the guilt and the power of sin,
and by His amazing grsoce made not only a Ghriatian out of
him, but alsoe an apoetle; and not only one who was fit and
worthy to be placed at the side of the other apostles, butb
one who outranks the rest in his work, one who labors more
ebundantly than they all (I Oor. 15310). That waa sheer
generocity !

As Paul here atfributes his conversion to Xo;;:fr 20
(I Cor. 15310), Gottesgnade, he is emphasizing God's sheer
generosity. The phrase is without the articles, which
stresses the quality of each of thess nouns. Thus this ls
"Grace® in the fullest sense. It is the favor Del toward
the unworthy and demnable sinner; which removes the deadly
guilt of Paul and implants in him the new life from God
snd elevates Paul to the apostolate and enables him to do
the great work which he did. Only God's grace oould accom-
plish puch a deed. The abject wretchedness of the sinner
Paul 1s here (I Cor. 1:7-10) put in overwhelming contrast
with the eupreme greatness wrought by the grace of God, by
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Hilg kindnees (X/qf""’"’;"‘lé) which is sheer generosity in
Paul's cage 27

The conversion of §t. Paul shows ue clearly: (a) that
Baul wae not only "dead in trespasses and sina® (Eph. 2:1),
but aleso that his “carnal mind was enmity against God"
(Rom. 8:7); (b) that Saul 4id nothing and could do nothing
toward his converslon; {c¢) that the sheer generosity of
God's grace, wag the beginning, middle, and end of Paul's
conversion. Paul did all he could agelnet it; "he kicked
ageinst the pricks" (Acts 9:5). Saul, the proud Pharlsee,
a brute beast, a dull driven ox oclumsily kicking sgalnet
the willl of his driver, was only foolishly drawing hie own
blood to his hurt. "But wonder of wonders: I was mercied,®
Paul says (I Tim. 1:13). I was treated with oompassion in
my indescribsbly pitiful and wretched state. And he adds
Pgrace® o moment later (I Tim. 1314), denoting unmerited
fevor for hils blackest guilt. Paul knew he could claim no
part in hig conversion, for while he was yet an enemy of
God, God called Paul by Hig grace. Faul knew he did not
deserve this grace. All the gio:"y of that glorious work
belonged to God's sheer Grace. Truly God showed forth the
sheer generosity of His Grace in His kindness toward Paul

{(Eph. 2:7).

s

inth-
27R. ©. H. Lenski, Interpretation of I and II Cor
&E‘_E.sﬁcolumbua, Ohlo: The L ugﬁe‘ran Book Concern, 19371,

p- ¢ uo ff-
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Secondly, as we view St. Paul's conversion and heay
8t. Paul attributing hls conversion solely to the Grace of
God, we £ind that x«,wg Qi s God's Grace, le always linked
with Chrlet's work. When Paul speaks of the gras2 which he
recelved ho does not refer fto any undefined; sheer generw-
oalty, but to the mercy and loving kindneas which God be=
stowed upon Him in Christ Jesus. For, "CGod*, says 8t. Paul,
¥ghows the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness
toward ug through Jesus Chriet® (Eph. 2:7), iv&l:?sr_dt ";'/
(5#;,;@031‘16&’?’@} wAITEY vE }t,:;ero; a{flro?' v )y,rr,{Ty 7 ff’
in3E v Nperd Tyedd . For it was for the ungodly that
Onrist died, and in that act, "God commended His love (Paul
writes 'love!, but could equally well have written 'grace')
toward us, in that while we were yet glnners Christ dled

for us" {Rom. 5:3). "It pleased God that in Him should all
fulness Gwell; and having made peace through the blood of
His oross, by Him o reconoile all things to Himself®

(Col. 1:19 rf.). "According to the riches of His grace®

we (and 8t. Paul definitely includes himself, the greatest
of sinmers, I Tim. 1:15) have "redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of sin.” (Eph. 1:7)- A’""‘“’}“"’@ and <AL
these negative bless-

"righteous—

here appear as gifts of Yesl. Add to

ings the positive boon mentioned in Rom. 5:21:

ness" and "1life¥ and you have the complete contents of Xa‘/l_,
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as & positive gift.28 Where there is grace there ls for-

glveness of sing, life, and salvatlon. This is the heaven-
1y fortune of grace which God bestowed upon Paul thyough
Christ and of whloh Paul sald, "God hath saved us, and cal-
led ug with an holy esalling . . . according to His own purs
poge and grace which was given ug in Jesus Christ® (II Tim.
139).

I% heas been sald that Paul probably experienced the
undeserved favor of dod's Grace more than anyone elese, for
by his blasphemy of God and his perseoution of God's CGhurch,
Paul certainly deserved death and etermal damnadion. For
aa Paul was persecuting the secy of the Nazarenss, ho was
actually persecuting the Son of God. By every blow he
struck at the infant church, he was lacerating those hands
and piercing that side. By every sigh and groan extorted
from the members of the Church of God, Paul had ellcited
from the Head in heaven the remonstrance, “Saull S8aul ! why
persecutest thou Me?" In spite of all thls, the God of all
grage, the Lord God, meroiful and graclious, longsuffering
and sbundant in goodness and truth, *hath" as Ananlas smays,
®chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his will and gee
that Just One and shouldest hear the volce of His mouth®
(Aots 22:14). Paul desoribes it as a direct act of God's

28mheodore Engelder, op. 8it., P- 134,
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grace that He revealed His Son to him. "It pleaged God,®
he declarae, "to reveal His Son in me.' (Gzl. 1:15=15)
Jesus =2ska: "Saul, Saul, why art thou persacubing Me?®
{Aots 9:5). "Saul, Saul" reminds one of similar duplics-
tion of our Lord; such as, "Martha, Martha" K ®*Jerusalem,
Jerusalem". In warylag ways those words "Saul, faul" ex-
presg an emotlon of deep concern, pity,{grace), bul asver
anger.2? By this auestion, Jesua callad on Saul %o probe
his monl in regard %o the terrible work ln which he was
angaged. To persecute the disciples is to persecuts tThe
master. OChrist and the church are one; Ghrist Za the Head,
the Chriatlans are members of His body. What ia done %o the
humblest Christian s done o the giorious Ohriat, be 1%
Food or evil. "Inssmuch as ye have done it unto one of the
lsast of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.*30
What a orushing blow for Paul, to hear: "I, I am Jesus,
whom thou, yes, thou, art persecuting i (Acts 9:5) Like
lightning 1t flashed into the soul of Baul: The Jesus who
had been crucifisd wae alive. Then his followers had besn
right ! Then the faith on which they staied their lives was

really true! Stephenta dylng declaratlon that he eaw Jeaus

RN gL, . Lenskt, &_ Acts of the Apoatleg (Columbus,
Ohiot The Wartburg Preas, LY, Do

30w1111am Dailmann, Payl (8t. Louis, Missouri; Con-
eordla Publishing House, )}, pe Y3,
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on the right hand of God had not been blasphemy, but a
gober literal fact! It wae a staggering discovery. It
meant that everything that Jesus had been and had done,
every title he had claimed or His followers had claimed for
Him wes now attested by God Himself. For Jesus' conquest
of death and defeat could be nothing less than God in ac-
tion, God'e right hand made bare, Cod's seal set convinc-
ingly to the Messlanlc claim, God's final vindicatlion of
His Son. The tremendous truth and reality of thie faot
swept over Saul's soul like a flood: Yes, Jesuas of Naza-
reth 1g truly the Son of God, the Messiah! I have been in
deadly error. Paul who had thought himself *blamelesa"
(Phil. 3:6) discovers that of all sinners he is chief
(I Tim. 1:15). The charge of persecution is driven into
the soul of Paul to the hilt.Jl

By the grace of God in revealing Christ Jesus to Paul,
and by the gracious concern Jesus showed for Paul 1in Hls
direct preaching of the law, Paul's proud eelf-righteous-
ness was crushed. Through Christ's gracious manlfestation,
Paul saw that he had been & Q\~rPxuof, *blasphemer®. He
had blasphemed the Lord of the church by using the mos¥

wicked and hateful language sgainst him and by tryling te

force others to do the same (Aots 26:1); Paul realized

31R. o. H. Lenski, The Aots of the Apostles (Columbus,
Ohio: The VWertburg Press, lm. Pp. 3 354 £f.
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that he had also been a 8115:(?'1;, "Persecutor®, who in per-
secuting the Lord's people had persecuted the Lord Himself.
Ppul concluded that he was an ﬁppcrrfg "an insolent one"
who both outraged and inaulted. (In Luke 18:32, dpperdqbra
ig used to mark the insolent blows and insults that were to
be heaped on Jesug in hle mockery by the Sanhedrin and by
the Roman goldiers).’2 Egch term.in I 'Tim. 1:13 ie more
severe than the other, St. Paul heaped one on the other.
What he deserved was fto be struck down end to be made an
example of the Lord's justice. But, wonder of wonders,
Paul says, "1 was mercied* { aded qls 1,6‘77; I Tim. 1:13).

Paul cerbainly experienced the length and the width,
the height, and the depth of God's over-abundant grace in
Chrigt Jesus. God in His wondrous longeuffering held baock
His judgment upon Paul when it was long overdue. And much
more, it even pleased God according to the riches of His
grace to reveal Christ unto Paul. 8o that for Paul, then,
blasphemer snd persecutor as he was, Jesus was seeking, not
in order to destroy him but to save him. For Faul, grace
and mercy had entered the field. Paul vae experiencing the

Grace of God, the same grace which was in our Lord Jesus

Christ, so that though he was rich yet for the cake of

Grand
32R, ¢. Trench, Synonyms of the New Testament (
Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B, Erdman's Publishing Co., 1948) ,

Pp. 102 f.
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ginners ho became poor; so that a vile sinner like Paul
might be rich (II Cor. &:9).
"The Grace of our Lord Jesus Chrlst was super-abundant
in Paull's case (I Tim. 1314}, It fenabled hin" (I Tim. 1:
12) %o see that for him the Lord had climbed Oalvary, that
for him Christ had been sent into a shameful death, that
%by the Grace of God Christ tasted death for every man"
’ / t
(Heb. 2:9). The Xz 700 ) fuwy (I Tim. Lill) "en-
abied Paul® (I Tim. 1:12) to repent, receive forgiveness
and belleve on Christ. The glory of Godl!s Gracs lay in
ehanging Paul to a penitent bellever. It was the X¥wZ 757
o 149 ¥  which wrought mcor7g and J[o{ﬂ'l in Paul, (I Tim.
1:14), so that with endless wonder Paul could now speak of
"the Son of God who loved me and gave Himgelf for me' (Gal.
2320).
Bee me, see me, once a rebel,
Vanquished at Hie cross I lie;
Cross to tame earth's proudest able!
Who wae e'er so proud as 1?
He convinced me} ge aubd,ueg me;
He chagtised me; He renewed me;
The nalls that nalled, the spear that slew Him,
Transfixed my heart, and bound it %o Him.
See me, see me, once a rebel, 33
Vanauished at His oross I lle.
One of the severest oriticiem passed by the Rabbis

upon Jesus had besen that He consorted in a friendly way

33W1111am Dallmann, gp. Oit., »- M&.
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with the woset culragsous law-breskers, the publicans and
notorious sinners. Paul, overwhelmed with the sense of
having Tougnt agalnsgt the Chrlst and killed His faithful
Tollowexrs, now £inds this to be a eriticigm baeed on fact.
Jesus Christ has not destroyed him, has not blinded him
for life, hzs not slmply let him off with a threatening
Injunetion o pergescute no more. Instead, Jesus Christ
has come %o forgive him, to ralee him up, and to honor him,
with "apogtleship"3? (Rom. 1:5).

With the words "Grateful am I" (I Tim. 1:12) Paul ex=
pressea hiz contlnuous thenkfulness to Christ (naming Him
according %o his Messlanic and exalted Lordship, as our
Bavior) who "enabled him* (I Tim. 1:12) (aorlst refers to
Paull's conversion and call) to repent and belleve on Christ
and become his apostle even though he had at one time be-
longed %o the long list of awful sinners in verses nine and
ten (I Tim. 1).35  In the very hour of revelation, Paul
realized that right to the end of hie days he weuld be lm-
maasurably Christ's debtor, for “Christ Jesus came into the

world to save sinners, of vhom I am chief.? (I Tim. 1:15)

3“‘!110:11&5 Kepler Oontergmogﬁ vw Think About Paul
{New York: Abin'gd.on-'- okeshury PFress, s Do 1n3,

35R. C. H. Lenski, Interpretation of coloaa;angE
Thesgalonlans wimothz: _’fitns_ Pﬁﬁmgg_fco umbus, Ohlos
Lutheran Book Conocern, 19571s Pe 28
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Never for o moment 4id Paul doudbt that the love which
hed come gesking him wae the Grace of God Himself, "for God
wag in Chrisz%t reoonclling the world unto Hlmself . . . and
hath ecommitted unto us the work of reconciliation® (II Cor.
5:19). The order of the clauses in the great Trinitarian
henedlctlon, where "the grace of the Lord Jesus Chrisgt”
stands Cirat, followed by "the love of God' {II Cor. 13:1l)
nay be Hsken a3 & transeript of Paul's own experiende. It
waa through hie meeting with Christ on the Damascus road, a
Christ who was all Grace, that Paul entered into the knowl-
edge of NenZ Bsdv , for Ghrist was aotually God's grace
become flesh. The glorious words in which Paul's great
dieoiple of = later day, St. Auguebine, described hls owm
redsening experience of God's Grace ln Christ might have
ecme straight from the apostle himself;

R dovtoss; Wiin- By iashing asd onining Toou

dldst seatter my blindnegs. At the seent of

Thee I drew in breath, and I pant for Thee. I

have tagted, and I hunger and thirst. Thousgast

touched me, and I am on fire for Thy peace.
It was the Grace of God revealed to Paul in Christ Josus
that guenched the flaming career" of persecutlon, wrenched
the stubborn Pharigee right around in hig track, killed

the Slasphemer, and gave birth to the saint.

: | o] B.
3€gy. Augustine, CGonfesslons, tranglated by E. |
Pusesy (New York: E, 5. Dutton and Go., 1924), p. 38.
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All hle feverish quest for peace and righteous-
negse and certalnty was now over, for God in Christ
had %teken the initiative. The poor, smoking lamp
ef legaliem had flickered out in the glory of the
dawn. God had reconciled him. While he was yet
a 'ginner,! an 'enemy'~=how deep dyed in Paul's
own heart's-blood the great words ln Rouans are !
Chriet had died for him. Gone was the stern,
inexorable CGod of Judslisu, watohing His creafures
tolling for e justification He knew thay could
never win. Now there stood revealed a Father
yearning for His chlld, Faoce to face with that
geeking grace, that reconciling love, Paul's
whole belng bent down in uttermost surrender.
With rli the passion of hie scul he responded.

He gave himself to God. He worshlpped Chriet

« ¢ o He wae now as unilke the man who had seb
out from Jerusalem ag noonday ls unllike midnight
ag life is unlike death. Hls oublook, his world,
hig nature, his moral sense, his life-purpogg-—
all were changed. He was a man 'in Christt.37

It wae Paul's experience of God's Grace in Chriet, that
caused Paul to see in the Grace which Christ has revealed
to him a gushing fountain of salvatlon Tor all men, and as
nis heart is thus stirred, he bursts out with the glorlous
doxology: "Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invielble,
the only wise God, be honour and glory forever and ever.
Amen. (I Tim. 1:17) For Paul, God's Grace is always
linked with Ghrisi's work, for "God was in Christ reconcil-
ing the worid unto Himeelf* (II Cor. 5:19).

Thirdly, ag we view Paul's conversion, we 8se that
God's Grase [ jowZ Ors7) established a personsl relation~

ship of God in Christ with Paul the sinner. By naturs,

31yames Stewart, gp. Sit., PP 4o fe.
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Paul was & child of wrath, Ydead in trespscses and sina®
(Eph. 2:3); 2 sizner who had fallen far short of the giory
of God (Rom. 3:23); such a vile ginner, thet he, indeed,
degerved to aland In a rolationship of Alge-grace with God.
He above all desorved God's wrath and eternal dlsplessurs.
“The wages of sin 1z death' (Rom. 5:123). He was ahlef of
sinners (I Tim. 1:1%}. “Bub when the fulness of time was
come, God sent forth His don, made of a woman, made under
the law %o rodesm thex that were undsy the law, that we
might feseiva the adoptlon of gons® {Gal. Hile6). MNew "we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Ohrist®; (Rom.
531) and, St. Paul says, "We have recelved the Spirit which
iz of %od* (I Gor. 2112}, Whon through the graclous work
of the Holy Spirit Paul was led te recognize his wrongdcling
and to receive God's forgiveness in Christ, God did not
walt, but st that very mement accepted Paul's repentance
end transferred him into his Xingdom, Hls personal relation-
ehip, with all the privilsges c¢f the gcnship. ®And hecause
y& are soms, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Ron in%o
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no
more a servant, but & son; and if a son, then an helr of
God through Christ.® (Gal. %:6-7)

As a good Jew, Paul repeated tne oreed, "Hear, ©

Tereels Johovah our God is one®~=the only God. He was the

God of Abraham: He wse the God of Israel. He wase the God,
]
"who led us forth out of the land of Egypt.

But most of
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all, he was The atern God of the Law, the absolute, ime
placable, soverslgn judps of men and nations. The Pealm-
ist had sung, "Like as a father pitleth his ohildren, 8o
Jehovah pltlieth them that fear him" (Ps. 103:13). The
prophet had declared, "As one whom his mother comforteth,
go will I comfort you, saith the Lord® (Is. 66:13). Paul
had read and knew these, but they had never become central
in his %hinking about God. For Paul, God was the God of
the Law, inexorable, righteous, Jjudging. But when through
the work of the Holy Spirit, Christ entered Paul's soul,
God became new to Paul., The havrd taskmaster of the Law
vanished; ths righteous heavenly Father stood revealed.
"For ye have not recelved the eplri$ of bondage again %o
fear; but ye have received the spirit of adoption, whereby
we ory, "Abba, Father' (Rom. 8:15). The vivid polgnanoy
and the deep thankful Joy present in Paul's idea of adop-
tion by God have perhaps never been better expressed than

in these words of MclLeod Campbell:

B think of Christ as the Son who reveals the
nghgf.a that we may know the !‘af.her'.a heart ﬂsai:“-
whish we have sinned, that we may ses how gin,d -
making us godless, has made us orphans, an “ntge
stand that the grace of God, which is at once e
remission of past sin and the gift orFe:orna:n 3 tg-
restorss to our orphan spirits thelr Fa Bgr

the Father of spirits His lost chlldren.

Zsrm.eoa Gampbell, quoted by J. S. Stewart, op. ib.,
p. 254,
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"Not bondage . . . unto fear* (Rom. #:15), the keynote of
the 1lfe of adoption 1s freedom. All dread of the eternal
digpleasure was gone for Paul. Every worry about the ine
tricacies of keeping the Law dispelled. Instead of an
almighty law enforcement offlcer, a divine law-masgter,
Grace makes God & Father who 1s strong, loving, and saving.
' Hencsforth, Paul could beglin his prayer with the words |
given by Jesus, "Our Father® .39

The graclous appearancs of Chriat to Paul on the way
to Damascus was, of course, Paul's source of revelation
that Ood i1s our gracious Father. "It had pleased God”
(Gal. 1:15) to reveal to Paul the blessed Redeemer, the
Savior of men, who "brought life and immortality to light".
(IT Tim. 1:10). Christ was for Paul the clear revelation
of the true character of Go;l, the one, "by whom we have
access . . . unto the truth® (I Tim. 2:4), the God of Grace
who was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself
{II Cor. 5:19). Here was goodness and love that spared
not itself! Paul experienced this boundless love of our

Heavenly Father in hls conversicn and thus could write to
"Now our Lord Jesus Chriet Himself, and
and hath glven

the Thessaloniana:
God, even our Father, which hath loved us,
us everlasting oonsolation and good hope through grace,

e

39¢. W. Quimby, Paul Poy Everyone (New York: HMac-
millian Go., 19W4), p. 153. -
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confort your hearts; and stablish you in every good word
and work" {(IT Thess. 2:16-17).

Because God's grace was supremely manifested in Ohrist
and revealed to Paul in Chriet, (Gal. 1:15) and because it
is only in Christ that we have acoess to this Grace, {Rom.
5:2; Eph. 2:18) Paul often spoke of Xa,irg #2070 ag "Tha
grace of our Lord Jesus Chrdst®, 4 Xz 700 Weplov 4usy
(I Tim, 131}, The very phrase "The grace of our Lord Jesus
Chrilgt" denotes a personal relationship with Christ, a per-
gsonal relationsghip of Panl the redeemed, with the Redeemer
and Creator who did and continues to perform his graclous
work of salvation. In the very act of baptism, Paul was
incorporated with Christ (Rom. 639-11). Paul says: "EKnow
ye no% that so many of us ae were baptized unte Jesus Chrilst
were baptized into His death?® (Rom. 6131) Paul was bur-
led with Him. Hia old bad self had been orucified on the
oross. "Buried with Him in baptism, wherein also ye are
risen with Him through the faith of the operation of God,
who hath raised Ohrist from death® (Col. 2¢12). Juet as
Paul shared in Chriegtls death through baptism, so he also
shared in the miracle of rising again to a new life in
Ghriet.

By the same power of grace that Christ was ralsed

from the dead, Paul is, through his union with Christ,

ich
freed from the power of death, that malignant pover wh

destroys both body and soul (Rom. 8:10; I Cor. 15:24 ££.).
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In Christ, Paul was lifted to a new 1life, a new creation
which death could not reach. He was re-created into Godls
fellowship (Phll. 3:10). Moreover, in Ghrist, Paul was
freed from the slavery of sin. Through the power of Chriat's
rasurrection, Paul was enabled to triumph over sin.

Qur old man {Paul before accepting salvation by

faith) is orucified with Him {Ohrist) that the

body of sin might be destroyed, that, henceforth

we ghould not serve sin . . . For sin shall not

have Adominion over you . . . Be now made free

from sin and become servants to God, ye have your

frult untec holineas; end the end everlasting life.

(Rom. 6:6.14)
Grace, in plascing Paul in personal relationship with Christ,
broke through the thraldom of sin and guilt, so that death
no longer had any claim over Paul.

I am cruoified with Ohrist; nevertheless I live,

and. yet no longer I, but Christ liveth in me;

and the life whioh I now 1live in the flesh I

live by the faith, of the Son of God, who loved

me and gave Himself for me. (Gal. 2:20-21)
It was a work of death and resurrection; an end and a new
oreation. “If any man is in Christ he is a new oreature®
{IT Cor. 5:17). He has had a new birth. He has a new
Parent. He is become a new person. He has raceived the
gift of regeneration, and re-sreation into sonship (Phil.
3:9).

Because God in Ais Grace had placed Paul in personal

communion with Christ, Paul was enabled to receive rich

blessings of God's Grace: the gift of regeneration and re-
Therefore, Paul, being

oreation into the sonship of God.
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by nature a citizen of the world, is in personal union with
Chriet nade a c¢lilzen of Heaven. He who was born of a
woman, now in Ghrlst 1s born of God. He who was & natural
man 18 become one of the "sons of God®. He had possessed
the qualitles, hablis, lnstinots and reacotions of sinful
human passlong: 2s he confesses in Titus 3:3, "we our-
gelves also were somebtlmes foollgh, dlsobedlent, decelved,
serving dlvers lusts and pleasures, living in malloe and
envy, hateful, and hating one another.® But now as a man
born anew, as John pub 1t, "not of blood, nor of the will
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God" (John 1:
13), Paul ig a heavenly being whose qualities are those of
glory.

In Chrlet Paul received a new mind (all things have
become new, II Cor. 5:17); new power (grace becomes an
engine of God for great ends); a new hope (we rejoice in
the hope of the glory of God, Rom. 5:2); and new instinote
{love ls the fulfilling of the lew). Paul ia a new being.
He 1s a man in Christ. In him now grows what was lmpos—
gible in the natural etate, the qualities of the boati-
tudes and the frulte of the Spiris; namely, love, Joys
peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
meekneag, and self control. fHe who was one *breathing

threatening® and "slaughter" against the dissiples of the
writes about

Lord, as a hard, oruel, vindioctive man now
vlove suffsreth long,

love as he experienced it in Ghrist:
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and 1s kind", and "Love never falleth® (I Cor. 13:4-7).
In Chrie%, Paul learned that "Love is the fulfillment of the
law®; (Rom. 13:10) that we are to "bear one another's bure
dens, and so fulfil the law of Christ" (Gal. 6:2); that one
1s "not %o think of himeelf more highly than he ought to
think; but to think of himself as to think soberly.® (Rom.
12:3) Man 1s not to "put a stumbling block in his brother's
way, or an occaslon of falling® (Rom. 14:13); he is to "owe
no man anything esave to love one another® (Rom. 13:8), for
the brother is the one for whose sake Christ dled. Not
ambition, not pride, not self, but "the love of Christ con-
gtraineth us® (II Cor. 5:14). "He dled for all that they
which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but
unto Him who dled for them, and rose again (II Cor. 5:15).

What the law had not been able to do, namely: over-
come evil desires and produce love, that very thing that
the Spirit of Christ has done in Paul so that the law is
fulfilled in freedom (Rom. &:2; Gal. 5:16-18). Merit

earned by dillgently keeping the law no longer 1s Paul's

motive; rather, his new motive 18 the compelling love which

he has experienced in Christ (II Cor. 5:14). He who had

formerly taken great confidence in the flesh and counted

as great gain the faot that he was ciroumo
elghth day, of the stook of Israel, of the t

min, a Hebrew of the Hebrews: as touching the law, &
persecuting the church; as

ised on the
ribe of Benja-

Pharigee; concerning zeal,




52
touching the righteous which 1s in the Law, having become
blameless, now says in his new life of Grace, "I count all
things but loss for the excellency of Jesus Christ my Lord:
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do
count them but dung® (Phil. 3:li=9).

Unceasing gratitude to Chriet became Paul's unquench-
abie lncentive in his new relationship. All his toll,
guffering, and devotion were but practical efforts to ex-
press his thankggiving to God for having lifted him a sin-
ful human being to divine glory in Chrisf. For in Christ's
ever abiding presence, Paul not only found freedom from the
power of dezsth and the dominion of sin, but also a great
source of power: "The power of his resurrection" (Phil.
3:10), "the power of God unto salvation", the inexhaustlble
resources of heaven. He could shout: "I can do all things
in Him that strengtheneth me" (Phil. 4:15). In Chrlst suf-
fering becomes & very small thing, *not worthy to be com-
pared with the glory which shall be revealed in us;* "we
suffer with Him that we may also be glorified with Him"
(Rom. :17-1%), "The epirit helpeth our infirmities,® and
"we know that all things work together for good %o them

that love God" (Rom. 8:20.28)., Prayer becomes the very
according

guffi-

Bpirit of God "making intercesslon for us . . .
to the will of God" (Rom. &:26); and grace becomes
clent for Paul: "for God's strength is made perfect in

weakness (II Gor. 12:9). Paul knew the joys of living as
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gons of God end helrs of eternal 1ife. He knew the surge

of surplus energy in Christ. "We are more than conquerors
through Him that loved us' (Rom. 8:37). "If Cod be for us,
who can be against ua? He that spared not His own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all, how shall he not with Him al-
go fresly give us all thinge?" (Rom. 8:31-32)

Who dares acouse us now? The Judge Himself has
declarsd us free from gin. Who 1g in a position
to condemn? Only Chriat, and Christ dled for us,
Chrigst rose for ue, Christ reigns in power for
us, Christ prays for us!

Gan anything separate us from the love of Chrilst?
Can trouble, paln or persecution? OGan lack of
clothes and food, danger to life and limb, the
threat of force of arms? Indeed, some of us know

the truth of that ancient text:

For seke we are killed all the day long;
We wgg acoounted as sheep for the slaughter.

Mo, in all these things we win an overwhelming
viétory through Him Who has proved His love for
us.

I have become absolutely convinced that neither
Death nor Life, neither messenger of heaven n!olr
monarch of earth, nelther a power from on

nor a power from below, nor anything elsetin
God’e whole world has aeny power to separa L: rga!
from the love % God in Jesus Christ our Lo

(Rom. 8:33-39)
This personal relationship es

Chriat ends in the life of glory! For nothing, says Paul
4 which we have in

tsblighed by God's CGrace in

can separate us from the love of Go

40y, B. Pnillips, Letters to Young Ghurches (New York:
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Christ Jesus. Thanke be to God, "who according to the
might of His glory . . . enabled us Ethe moet wretched of
sinneres I Tim. 1:15j to be partekers of the inheritance of
the saints of light" (Col. 1:1l=12).

God's Grace bore to Paul the beggar a heavenly for-
tune. It wag God's initiative, God's unspeskable gift of
Grace that transferred Paul the wretched sinner into His
fellowehip, there to receive from Him the inexhauetible and
incorruptsble gifts of Christ's glory, there to live in
dally communion with His heavenly Father, there to love and
serve His Lord snd Savior Jesus Christ who loved him and
gave Himself for him.

Yet may I love Thee too, O lord,

Almighty as Thou art,

For T!rrnapu hast etopped to ask ofu e

The love of my poor heart.
The theme song of Paul's heart, the words of his preaching,
the background of his 1ettersl the diligence of hls journeys,
and the éndurance of his sufferings was one glad, unquench-
able incentive. All his toil, suffering and devotion were
but practical efforts to express his thanksgiving to God
for the grace which deliversd him for the darkness, of
death into the personsl relationship of eons of God and

heirs of eternal life (I Tim. 1:12).

4lrames Stewart , op. git.; . 150.
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In thie seotlon we sought to discover what Psul meant
when he attributsd his conversion to ;\u,&;, especially
;(a;;:s #1200 » (I Cor. 15:10). A4s we viewed Paul's convelw
glon we found that Paul had at least three dlstinct fea-
tures in mind when he attributec hls conversion to God's
Grace, namely: 1) It was God's gheer generosity walch
prompted God %o bless Paul, the chlef of sinners with glory
and eternal 1ife; 2) It was Graoe beatowed upen Paul in
Ohrist Jesus; 3) It placed Paul into a personal relatlon-
ghip of aonshlp with God, his heavenly Fathey, through
Christ Jasus. ALl thig Paul considersd God's unspeakable
Bift of Orasce. ALl this Paul inoluded when he sald, fBut
by the grace of God I am vhat I am" (I Cor. 15:10). ®It
18 all the doing of God who has reconciled me to Himeelf
through Christ,® says Paul in II Cox. 5313-"'2 Noed we

wonder that Paul was such an indefatigable preacher of

grace? We are not surprised that his eplistles ghould be-

gin and end with some reference to Grace.

h2remes Morfatt, A New glation of he ew '.l'?st
ment (New York: Hodder and §¥ nu""gﬁfan, 1322 . 213




CHAPTER III
SHARIS AS USED BY PAUL IN HIS EPISTLES

As we turn to the Eplstles of Paul, we often meet the
characteristic marks of Grace which were such outstanding
features in Paul's conversion: 1) God's sheer generosity;
2) Chriet's redemptive work as the source of all grace;

3) the establishment of a personal rslationship with God
in Christ. No doubt the word /£ derived much of its
color and meaning from Paul's conversion. Every time

8t. Paul speaks of God's Grace (Xe»Z :c7) he, no doubt,
was reminded of His own conversion. Having experienced
God's sheer generoslty in His converslon, St. Paul. oould
give full meaning and impact to xd,:/; as he portrayed the
exceeding greatness of God's kindnese and love. And wher-
ever Paul uged the word )(°'///I , we see a refleotion of the
boundless love and mercy of God in Christ for even a wretch
like Paul. Let us then look at the coloring Paul gives

7
A%2/Z in his eplstles.

Grace for Paul ig Bheer Generosity

When the Apostle Paul sought %o transmit "the light
of God in the face of Jesus

self outside Damasous,

of the knowledge of the glory
Christ," which had dewned upon him

his *good news" may be described as
®411 1s of grace, and grace is

a message or & Proc-

lamation announcing that
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for all. From the very outset Paul taught, all is of
grace.”l It ig 211 God's sheer generosity. Paul's em-
phaglis on Grace asg God's sheer genercsity toward sinners
wag not simply the outcome of a controversy with Jew and
Judaists; 1t would be more accurate to say, says Moffatt,
that "thig controversy rose out of Paul's teaching of
gheer, undeserved grace with regard to a sinner's life and
gsalvation.”2 Paul's realization that grace is sheer gen-
eroslty stems from his own conversion.

In wrliting his epistleg, Paul created a new form of
greeting which wae charged with a profound religlous mean—
ing. He created a fresh form of greeting by turning tl:e
sonventional words into a definite prayer in which Xqw(Z
was eubstituted for Xe(ssc» and "peace® retained. Iwo
characteristic terma were thus combined. Although X</*Z
was new in this connection, it, nevertheless, preceded

"peace” for a religlous reason, even when "peace" had ac-

quired a deeper Christlan content. The reason is, "all ls

of grace.® All is due to CGod's sheer generosity.? Nothing

demonstrated that more clearly to St. Paul than his con-

Vverslon.

L7ames Moffatt, grace in the you Pestament (London:
Hodder and Stoughton,"fgfﬂ s Do 131,

2Ibid., p. 135
3Ibid., p. 137
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Grace 1o Shoer CGenerosity Because It comes to Us
as a Free Girt

Paul reallized that he had certainly not merited the
Grace which was bestowed upon him in his conversion. 1It
could only be God's free gift. In his epistles, Paul stres-
seas that Grzce is sheer generosity besause Xﬂ}{ts is God's
free gift (an aot of God's free volition, a self-prompting
induced by love). UFor by grace are ye saved through faith®
Ty Yonre core o¢cowrpsvor (Eph. 2:8). And lest by any
means the possibility of merit should enter in with the
mention of falth, Paul adds at once: "And that not of your-
selves; it ls the gift (Feov o §wpov) of God not of works,
lest any man should boast® (Eph. 2:8-9). Yes, not of your-
selves, 1t is of Grace. And that Grace 1s a gift; it is a
gift of God, It 1s God that has made ue, and not we our-
gelves. It is God that has re-oreated us (Eph. 2:10) and
made us eit together in heavenly places in Ohrist Jesus
(Eph. 2:6). Salvation and a new life ocome as & result of

Grase. *It 1s the gif (70 SJe0v) of God* (Eph, 2:8).

Grace 1s sheer generoeity, because 1t bestows salvation as

a Eift, a 9&'03 f_'} 5;’)/)01’.1‘

millian & Oo.,

Y7 A. Robinson, Ephesisns (Londont ¥ao
1909), p. 156.
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In Rom. 3:24, Paul saye that we arve "justified freely
by Hie grace,” surtofusrol Sywidy TR Svred’ Yo lsire . Our
Justification is the result of God's draoe (ra’ A0705 Kot T mm
His redemptlve love active to save sinners). Salvation is
a gift, sv-gp«;fv: of His Grace. Ango:«fa’ {an adverb, accusative)
means in the form of a gift; free, for nothing, gratuitously;
gratis. Jwoidv makes God the giver of the gift of grace.
That grace is a pift is shown by the fact that it 1s given
as a gift: IT Cor. 8:1 sson<ryv j Eph. 3:25 wfé’u/rg;
Eph. 4;7 %094 ; and that 1t is received as a gift, II Jor.
6:1 5;5"”'9d‘ , kg 7ovril; and Rom. 135 1«‘-"’:6*’/”.
Paradoxically, in Galatiens 2:2 we are told, if salvation
comes through the law then Ohrist dled for nothing (swoit).
His death would have been wasted. But "no man 1s Justified
by the law in the sight of God® (Gal. 3:11). In the entire
world of ginners not one mite of merit exists (Rom. 5:17;
Eph. 2:8). Justification is God's doing, God's Grace in
aotion. Grace, is sheer generosity because 1t comes from
God as only a gift can, for nothing! (5“7"‘:”)5

In I Tim. 1:9, Paul says that God *hath saved us and

riot according to our works, but

called us by a holy ocalling, ’
\N '4
(AT LS oV %0 Bsoi

according to His own purpose and grace (

Aot Xahcv ) which was given, { v BolicsYagrace was given

5R. C. H. Lenskl, Interpretation of Romang (daiumbus,
Ohlo; Wartburg Prese, %Eﬁ. P 553'
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ag a gift) us in Christ Jesus before the world began."
Grace wag bestowed on Paul as & gift (Gal. 1:15); Paul had
not deserved this grace. The whole work of saving and cal-.
ling uas could not be In accord with our works; not one of
them, nor the least part of one has even a trace of holi-
ness to fit us sinnerg for a holy calling (Rom. 3:12). ©On
the contrary (&4 tk“""') God had to proceed in accord with His
own purpogse and Grace, thet Grace given to us in Christ
Jesus before the world began. God gave Hls gift in eterni-
ty. There was nothing but God's own fr,aa/ﬁw-:; to serve as
God's norm and directive, and that means nothing but God's
x«fmg. (100 s % wulg the act of setting something before
Himeelf, or the thing thus set before, for which ldea we
uge the word "purpoee“.}G That ﬂ/o’ﬂrrt; is God's graclous
purpoge is clesrly shown by the fact that it 1s combined
with Xa;l’ozé . God'g purpose is that we should accept the
gATt of Grace which He gave in eternity. The thought is
that of Eph. 1l:3 ff., where Paul, conscious of the Graoce
which he hsd experienced in hig conversion, says:

Bleseed be the God and Pather of our Lord Jesus

Christ, who hath blessed ue with all gpiritual
bleasit’:g; . . . socording to the good pleasure

£ His will to the promise of the glory of His
gl‘aces.w.l. azcordip to the riches of His grace

- . . according to his good pleasure which he
hath purpose in himself.

63 G. H. Lenski, In gtation of Golossi Thessa~
lontsns, Timothy, B tsr Teitsnon (0 o O SGhTot Luther
an Book Concern, 1 D 7%.
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1

By the words, “according to the good pleasure of His will®
and "sccording to Hls good and grasious purpose," Paul men~
tlons the motive of God's gift. These expressions point out
that Grazoe depends and la founded sclely upon God. There
was nothing cutside of God whioh moved Him to bestow His
Grece upon us. OCrace has its orlgin and foundation in CGod
Himself. It is solely "the good pleasure of His wili'

Karre 'rﬁv o0 7o) Prigmans, which prompted tGod to bestow
Hlg gift of CGrace upon us. Grace lg sheer generosity be-
cause 1t comes 88 & gift of God glven before the creation
of the earth.

Grace Is Sheer Gonerosity Beocause It Comes Unmerited

That Grace is generosity, sheer giving, on the pari of
God is emphasized by Paul when he in a logical manner proves
in Rom. 11:6 thst Grace s kindness which we have not earned

or merited. YAnd if by grace, then it is no move of works:
otherwise greace 1s no more grace.® E( &: X‘P/‘".v ovd ‘,:" iy
Ly dwed § g omdr yiverac Xep® . The oVMET s
logical here. Grsce is sharply contrasted with :’,’or..ar -

works (implying merif). Paul ia demonstrating that Grace

] 1
comes independently of man's works because *grace® and “work

*Uin Gnede handelt es sloh.
etwa der religibse Eifer usf.

(merit) are mutually exclusive.

D. L.: Menschlicke lelstungen,

splelen dabel keine Rolle, gonst handelte es sich ja nicht




62

mehr um Gnade in strengen Sinne."7 "Gratia nisi gratis sit,
gratls non eet (Augustine)."® Since salvation comes by Grace
then 1% cannot come of worke, else Grace is no more Grace.
(Literally "\(;L/VET""“ here means: hedomes and continuss %o
have the quality and nature of grace.)? Grace ceases Lo be
Graoé if cne intermingles 1% with worke and conduct. Xu;;;
1s sheer penerosity on the part of God, and whatever 1t be-
stows 1g abeolutely unearned and unmerited. Paul's conver=-
slon demonstrated that, and therefore Paul writes, URot by
works of righteousness whilch we have done, but according to
His mercy He saves usg® (Titus 3:5).

That Grace is unmerited generosity is shown by Paul in
Rom, 4:M,16. In Chapter Four, the case of Abrasham 1s ad-
duced as proof that Justification is due to God's unmerited
Grace. Paul quotes Gen. 1625 as proof that Abraham believed
and therefore God counted him righteous. Already the words:
"Gounted unto him for righteousness," ciof fféff 9":”{5 L
BRIV 7 (Rom. U:3), luply that Abraham had no actual

TPaul Althaus, *Der Brief an die RBmer,” Das Neue
Te_g.g?ggfg Deut;ch {oBtsingent Bardenboeck & Ruprecht, 1949),
p' Y

8 p oted in "St. Paul'e Eplstle to the
gustine, ag quote : sdited by W
Romang, ® Expositer's Greek New eetament: edite Yn o
Robertson Niooll (0rand Replds, Miohlgen: ¥m. B. "
Publishing Oc., n.d.}, IV, 97.

: ] " Neyer lg Oom-
9H. Meyer, "The Epistle to the _Romans.
ﬁ,ﬁ;ﬂ on ghe’y_gy, Postament (Rew York: Funk an agnalils,

L] }’)".-1‘-) ®
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righteousness, but was oredited with that whioch he did not
in himself possess and which he could not earn. Then the
apostle introduces an axiom from everyday life, verse four:
7 S5 é/i}d;"jé 1w & Vol b «Loxaf;: rel WaTH Aond o LA
koo B¢stiud . "Now to him that worketh is the reward
not reckoned of grace, but of debt (obligation).® Here Paul
ocontrasts *gracs®, oo Xo?;?t Z , with Horer 6fcLipd in order
to show that they are directly antithetical expressions,
representing mutually exclusive conceptlons. Grace is favor
contrary to ons's desert. The man who works gets his pay
and that pay ls not reckoned according to grace but accord-
ing to obligation (Hw"; indicates the rule of measure). But
Grage is the opposite of obligation or debt on the part of
God. It iz sheer generosity because it comes not of obliga-
tion or debt i-rv f¢{ls/, but wholly undeserved.

In Rom. 4:16 Paul says, "Therefore it ig of falth, that
1t might be by grace,® s 70070 iK el it Kt Xow
It i through faith, that is trusting acceptance of Hle
Grace, that s cinner lg clothed in the perfect holiness of
Ohrist snd Hie ein is covered (Rom. 5:1). Falth cannot be

viewed as a performance of man, by which he fulfills & con=-

dition or rendews Grace operative. For falth is contrary

%0 "the deeds of the law' (Rom. 3:28). “We are Justiried
[}
by faith apart from the 1aw" {Rom. 13820.21.28). Abraham's

falth already lmplies free favor pestowed by God's Crace,

o . 1:
"For we belleve socording to the work of Hia power' (Eph. 1
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19 £f.; Phil. 1:29). Faith hae heen chosen by God as the
means of & sinner's justification in order that the sinner's
Justification might be and be seen to be a gift, and not =
rewvard. Paul for his part is very sure that even His own
response te the Gospel was due to the power of God's Grace
(Gal. 1:15)}. Therefore Paul concludes, "But to him that
worketh not, but belleveth on him that justifieth the un-
godly, his falth is counted for righteousness! (Rom. 4:5).
The fact that a man ig justified by Grace through faith
without any regard for his work or conduct (Gal. 3:11)
proves for Paul that Grace 1s God's sheer generosity.

Thet Grace lg God's sheer generosity is especlally
brought cut in Galatians 5:3=-l, For when in Galatla some
Christians were inclined to re-establigh the ancient HMesalc
ordinances, St. Paul vehemently opposed this as a fatal
error. Ma:ﬁffir‘b,';%d‘ Sc ;w;.tv’ VT 5”’9,4“;”?’ 7’*"“"‘9‘"”"“'/’"2’
St Sfeddrys dery Shor 787 wousr medrec (Gal. 5:3), "I
testify again to every men that ls ciroumcised, that he 1s

& debter to Ao the whole law.! By ciroumoision one pro=

feases his dependence on his works for salvatlon, and then

one must go the whole way in works and perfeotly keep the

\'vhole law. Salvation if obtained will then be of debt, not

of Grace (3:12). But says Pault KoTyoynbyre d70  Rper7o¥

: 5 ! clrare, "Onrist
Otlﬁfgf :.)I’ Y-?,:G*;_J s“(atera 7?2' Xaf'ufaf fj;.-rtfd?'&g

1% become of no effeat unto you, vhospever of you are Jus-

]
tified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.

Grace by
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virtue of which God accepts as righteous those who have
falth, itself exoludes and is, conversely exoluded by the
principle of legallem, according to which the deeds of
rightecusnese which man has performed are accredited to
him as something which he has earned (Gal. 3:12). Paul
saye, "They who are seeking Justification by the law (legal-
iem) heve fallen from grace." They have shifted the basis
of thelir faith from Crace o merit or works. Any rehabili-
tation of righteoueness through the law meane destruction
of Grece. For Grace is free and cannot be earned.

Logically viewed the one conception,xdﬂft_f’ excludes
the other, ¢« oZ ;. Law and Oresce are incompatible {(Gal.
5:3). Even to toy with the law is to invalidate Grace.
As he contrasts “Xo,'/;@“ with “vo,':zg" s Paul demonstrates
that Grace can be nothing but sheer generosity (see also
Rom. 4:16; 6:14-15). For not only are the two logloally
antithestical, but says Burton,

D e etootuad. consle-

tenoy concelve of God as the bookkeeping God

of legallem and at the same time the God of

grace who acoepts men through faith . . . the

gtrong conneetion of the ingompatability of the

two conoeptions experientlally as well as logl-

cally 1is doggtleesly grounded in Paul's own
experienos.

10g. p. Burton, A Oritical and mxog::aqa:{ g::lu::g:;ry
na," I ona
on the Epistle to the Galatlans, %7 By

Commentary (New York: OCharles 80
D, ;
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Paul says, "No man lg justified by the law in the sight of
God" (Gal. 3:11); rather "as many as are of the worke of
the law are under the curse (Gal. 3:10) for *by the law is
the knowledge of sin" (Rom. 3:20). YThe wages of gin ig
death, but the gift of God 1s eternal life" (Rom. 6:23).
Therofore "I through the law am dead to the law, that I
might 1ive %o God" (Gal. 2:19). For "by grace are ye saved
through faith" {(Eph. 2:8) without the deeds of the law.
Grace lg cheey generoslity beceuse it is the very opposite
of our% {50 1 vomnsd }o It is free and unmerited.

That God's Grace 1s wholly undeserved and unmerlted 1s
evident from the fact that 1t 1s not a result of our
(Rom. 11:5-6); that 1t comes not as & matter of obligation
or debt, o/z(L qmet (Rom. L:l) but that 1% oomaa through
faith, »: ﬂ‘ub(Bom. 4:16) apart from the 1’9«65 (Bal. 5:3-4).
It ic the gift of God (Eph. 2:8). Paul through his conver-
glon found God loves because that 1s His naturs, not be-
cause there is gomething good in us that calls 1% forth.
If salvation were given for what man has done, then God
would only be paying a debt and 1% would not be Grace.

But man ocan never earn galvation. His reward, the wages

of gin is deesth (Rom. 3:23). When God in Hig Grace de-

elareg a sinner righteous {which he 1s not) because of
faith in Jesus Chriet, there ls no olaim on his part, and

Torgiveness is an act of sheasr genemaity.. Grace is sheer

generosity because 1t is god's kindness bestowed in the
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form of a gift.

Grace Is Sheer Generosity Because It Is Kindness
Bestowed Upon The Ill-deserving

We understand that God's Grace ia in the highest de=-
gree sheer generosity only when we realize that God's Grace
1s that kindnese by which Fe hestows favor upon the 1ll-
deserving, grante to the sinner pardon and urges him to
aocept salvablon.

In Romens Paul had concluded that all, both Jews and
Gentiles, are under sin and have come short of the glory
of God {Rom. 3:23). There is none righteous (Rom. 3:18-9).
"God hath concluded them all under bellef® (Rom. 11132).
Destruction snd mlsery are in their path (Rom. 3:16). The
all-pervading nature of sin and the naturs of the law made
it imposesible that man could be saved through obsdience to
the law. The law was given by God that every mouth may be
stopped (Rom. 3:19) not that every man try %o justify him-
gelf through it. Because of the universal failure of man

to attein righteousneas (Rom. 3:9-20), all the world is
A11es is unter

®ll

subject to the penalty (verse nineteen).
der Shnde (3:9), alles steht unter dem Zorne.

: Aufatmen.
'Jetzt aber'-—es ist wie ein tlefes |
Ni:ht ‘nur dle zeitliche Wende sondern zugdz.;m
auch dle ungeheure inhaltliche ¥andlfing

Llpana Althaus, op. git., P+ 28.
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Lage wird bezelohnet. Der Mensch steht under

dem Gesetz, seln gpruch ig fir ihn unabinder-

lich, evr kennt keln Jenselts des Gegetzes und

derf ez nicht kennen. Aber Gott offenbart sich

als Der, der grBezer is als seln Gesetz.12
God has met our apparently hopeless situation! “Where sin
did abound, grsce did much more abound" (Rom. 5:20). U“f:lé
is here contragted with c'how’/ﬂ;' to show that 1% is no more
hindered by sin than 1t is conditioned by worka).}? Grace
ig above all sheer generosity in baffling sin! Paul tells
ug in Rom. 3:23=2Y4: rrofrf‘:g (Df t’;(o;ara)’ Kot b%»;—?,,;;y,.,,,,

7‘7; 505‘75 roV sV, S0 K0 SUER | %u?w;f ™ avr ,{‘o}o/;ﬂ, . a1l
have sinned, all come short of the glory of God, bui they
are Justified for nothing by Hie graee.“m We are not hope-
lesaly lost under the verdict gullty after all. There ex-
iste enother way of being declared righteous, & wonderful
vay, indeed, wholly gratuitduz.

God in His Grece offers all a righteousnecs which comes
from him by no degert of man; rather, contrary to man's de-
gert 1t comes as & free gift from God (Rom. 3:24). Yet our
Susbification is not only & gift, but it is Xds.Z, the very

opposite of what we deserved. Fallen, sinful man, deserves

127pid.

' tcon of New Testa~-
12H. Cremer, Biblieco Theclo toel Lex ‘ _%._&T__
ment Greek, translzted B TaecloB SR FMinbarehe

ars, m:élo p. 52.

Le New Testa-
1MJames Moffatt, A New %’ﬂ%’i—méﬁe p_._,a.aé.__

ment (New York: Hodder and Btoughton,
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Justice, eternal punishment, ag the guilty, convicted orimi-
nal deserves death at the hand of a just judge.l5 "We,®
confesses Bt. Paul, "were aforetime digobedient, erring,
serving diveree pleasure, living in envy, evil, hated and
hating each other" (Tit. 2:3). Yet even such an estranged
man as Paul God has rescued. Man who was ocompletely un-
worthy of love, Cod loved; we who deserved nothing but
damnatlon God accepted as righteous by an aot of His own
free favor (the death of Christ Jesus). The verdiot "jus-
tified" (Rom. 3%:24) ig possible only as one wholly unde-
served. It is contrary to the guilt of man, It is un-
heard of in any human trisl. It ie not the volce of the
bar of justice, but of sheer generosity.

Paul emphatically shows that Grace 1s sheer generoslty
vhen he says that salvation was begun when the sinner was
8t111 "dead in trespasses and sing® (Eph. 2:1); that God
®jugtifieth the ungodly" (Rom. 4:5); and that "Christ dled
for ue, when we were still enemies® (Rom. 5:8). It was

this sheer generosity that Paul experienced when he experi-

enced God's Grace in his converslon. Paul had not only

disbelieved Christ, but he had aotually and violently hated

God's only begotten Son sent to save such vile sinners &as

he. Paul had gone to sll length to destroy, the graclous

15R. ¢. H. Lenski, gp. oit. P- 93.
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worl; of God in Ghrist. He persecuted the Ghurch of God.
Degeplite all this God hed so loved Paul that He had come to
him in a special appearance and moved him to accept his
Bavior. It was then that Paul realized that to experilence
God's Grace meant to experience Hie gheer generosity.
Paul's conversion was such an impreseive manifestatlon of
sheer generosity that Paul could never forget it. "But by
the grace of God (by Hig gheer generoaltyj_ I am what I
am" (I Cor. 15:1). Paul would be the first to say with the
hymn writer,

Ch, how great is Thy compassion

e

And in our deep degradatlon
Thou wagt merciful that we
Might be saved eternally IL6 ‘

When God blesses a sinner such as Paul, who was ocondemned
to death, with eternal life, the very opposite of what he
has deserved that ls sheer generosity of highest degree.
Paul was quick to realize that, and frequently emphasized

in hig epistles that Grace iz sheer generosity, to the ex-

clusion of all merit, all worthinees anci righteousness on

the part of man not only because it is undeserved, but es-

pecially because it is divine favor bestowed upon the ill-

deserving.

- o L i:
1670hann Olearius, Lutheran Hymna: éﬁi.: Louls, Missour
Goncordia Publishing House, TouUY), No.
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Grace ls Alwayse Connected with Christ's Work

AS we view Paul's use of jq;éfg in hig epletles, we
find that Paul slways links )("k,f.; oV with the work of
Christ. N. H. Smith says that Paul saw in Christ the full
revelation of the plan of Grace which was impliclit from
the beginning in all God's dealings with Israel. For Paul
the Grace of the 01d Testement, formerly manifest in God's
dealings with His covenant people, was now made manifest
in the life and work of Jesus Christ. Ohrist broke down
the middle wall of partition between Jew and Genti:le with
the result that all the wealth of God's covenant-love is
now in Christ available for every man.l?

Moffatt saye that, "The grace which Paul ldentifies
as Gospel ig the divine aotion of God as manifest in Christ
Jesus. God's grace becomes effective through the grace of
Christ."1€ At another place, he says that for Paul the

Grace of God (Gal. 2:21), His grace for sinners, “is sum-

med up in Christ."1d

178. H. Smith, "Grace,’ ggcm%ioa; Word B:ok _3{_ the
Bible, edited by Alan Richardson \Hew ork: The Ma

m an Co., 1951), p. 10l.
187ames Morfatt, op. oit., p. 8-
191bi1a., p. 149.
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Paul joins God's Grace with Christ, because God's Grace is
supremely manifested in and through Chriet.20 8ince, *In
Him dwelleth sll the fulness of the Godhead bodily® (Gol.
2:9), Paul can speek of the "grace of God," "grace of our
Loré Jesus Christ,® or "grace of God our Savior” inter-
changeably. |

Paul. says in Rom. 5:15 that "the grace of God, and the
gift by grace, which by one man Jesus Christ hath abouaded
unto many® (. ){a;;:; 727 G10? et s..;a,‘d 57 Xy;’:rc iy g
(L Ta;f,' ZoddovZ ::va,m'}-rwaa }. "Por grace of God has
appeared to all men bringing salvation" (Titus 2:10--21::#’5/7
i Xepz 73 Bull f owTjel TRy drfewres). Paul would
say: The hour of grace strikes for us now, Savior, since
thou art born. The grace of God, or as Paul says in Titus
314, "the kindness and love of God,* hag appeared. The two
words f~Z and Zrcfevw (Eph. 2:10) are both emphatic.
Other aftributes of God might be inferred from Hls vislble
action in nature and in human history, but Hig Grace, the
free goodness, whereby He intervened for man's salvation,

75
could not be surmieed. It appeared, imefo¥y (used of the

shining of the heavenly bodles out of darkness, Acts 27:29;

LuXe 1:78-9). Grace appeared llke a great light suddenly

arising. The Grace of God has risen as & sun of salvation

20q, Cremer, op. git.., P 575
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over & dark world. It existed already from sternity by the
divine ocounsel, and ifts appearande had also been prepared
in the time of the 0ld Testament. But now in the fulness
of time, the divine Orase, which had been revealed only 1in
obgoure typea and velled prophesles, eppeared in the per-
son and work of Christ.21

Elgewhers in the epietles the ®appearance™ of Christ
refers to the lnoarnation of the Son of God at Hia birth,
or to His future coming in glory. Here the word i7 O
denotes the sentire Christian message as conveyed through the
1ife, death, and resurrection of Christ, and everything Heo
had teaupht.22 This all aonstituted a single new act of
God's Grace. It 1 called the grace of God, because Grace
wag the fundamental prinoiple of the work of redemption,
1%ts final csuse and 1ts innermost motive (John 3:16). Grace
le God's redemptive love, which 1g always sotive to save
slnners. In His fon, God revealed Hle sheer Grace. In
Christ, God proved Himself, to be the God of 2ll grace; 1t

18 %o God's Grace in Christ that we sinners owe the unde=

served goodness that we have recelved. Truly, as 8t. Paul

says in Eph. 2:7, God "shows the exceeding riches of Hle

| L rratts
21, F. gaott, "The Pastoral Epistles,” Ihe Moff
Testament O mm;nt {New York: Harper a%hro ers

ublizhers, n.d.), p- .
221p14.
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Grace in Hls kindness toward us in Ohrist Jesus.®

God shows forth the exceeding grest riches of Hls
Grace toward uwe 1n sending Christ Jesus, "who gave himself
for our sing that he might deliver us from this present
evil world" {Gal. 1:1); "who gave himeelf for us that he
might redeem us® (Titus 2:1%). Paul with the relative
clauge in both Gal. 1:l snd Titus 2:14 expounds "our
Bavior," the Lord Jesus Christ. Ohriet's work as Savior,
His voluntary, explatory sacrifice ieg God's Grace in action
to redesm lost and condemned simners (Titus 2:1Y4; Gal. 1:%).
The entirs humsn race lay bound in the power of darknees
(Col. 1:13) and ocould not free itself. Then Christ came
end gave Himself a rangon to free ue (I Tim. 2:6).

It was Oprsce that furnlshed the Bavior; 1t was Grace
that prompted Christ %o leave His state of blessedness with
God 1n heaven; it was Grace that a lowly position and a life
of want and migery wae alloted the Redeemer. "Ye know the
Grace of our Lord Jesus Ohrist, that though he was rich,

yet for your sakes he became pocr, thet ye through hie pov-

erty might be rich" (II Cor. 8:9). "It i grace in fullest

gense. of the word."23 Here was the very Scn of t_zoaf the
éreator and suetainer of the universs voluntarily giving up

Hie heavenly glory in order tc become man and take upon Him

e

. ‘ II Co
23r. ¢. H. Lenski, Inte reta on of I & __L_TI 6.
lens (Columbug, Ohlo: Lutheran oncern, 193/)s P-

I HIE
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the appearance of a servant (Phil, 2:8). The voluntary
humiliation of Jesus 18 an aposalypese of that self-sacri-
ficing love which 1s in the eternal heart of God. It is
the vigible expression of God's Grace (II Oor. 4:16). "For
it pleased the Father that in Him should 2ll fulness dwell;
and having made peace through the blood of his cross, by
him to reconcile all éhings unto himeelf" (Gol. 1:19-20).

The saving Grace of God sghines forth abundantly from
this saorifioce by which the great God and Oreator lowered
Himgelf tc the level of a human oreature, and gave Himself,
offered His 1ife freely ({s»/¢” — voluntary delivery into
death), in order to redeem sinners (Titus 2:14). By this
sacrifice, Ohriet paild the necessary ransom, vk oTpe Y
(I Tim. 2:6), even Himgelf, His own life, to buy us baok.
The esubstitutionsry act of Jesus is attested in a three-
fold way: twice by #¥TLv7°, both by Luzse’ which i%-
8elf means ransom and by «y7¢ which in this compound has
the meaning of "instead”; and a third time by Vh‘;’ in be-
half of, "which the ransom could not be unless it be in-

gtead of."24 It was God's Orave, His everlasting love for

: L}
sinnere that prompted God to let it cost Hig dear gon'e

suffering, hell and death, so that He the just might redeem

the unjust from all thelr ein (from ungodliness, lavless

24y, @. H. Lenski, Into;gratation of ggégig;ggg,

Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus,
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living, worldly lusts (Titus 2:12), and oleanse them a peo-
ple seleot, zealous for all good works (Eph. 2:10). .

"All have sinned and fallen short® (Rom. 3:23). By
God's gracious will Christ saorificed Himself for all, s7<-
ne¥Tw? (I Tim. 2:6). Now all oan be saved by His Grace,
for "This 1s 2 faithful eaying, and worthy of all acception,
that Chriet Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of
whom I am chief! (I Tim. 1:;15). Paul dlscovered that Christ
gave Himself for us, vrye {u>? (Titus 2:14), in our stead,
in order to free us from all iniquity (ém; TATNE o FOM A
8ll that 1s againet God's will and command, Titus 2:14).

I%, ovo..», i viewed ag a power holding us as elaves and
from which we must be bought free, if we are to have life
and salvatlon. It 1s the principle of wickednese which
rules over us by nature so that we live in ungodliness and
worldly lust (Titue 2:12). Christ by His ransom has not
only bought us dellversnce from the guilt and penalty of

éin (Gal. 1:14), but algo from the dominion of sin, from
death, and the power of the devil.2d It cost God a terrible
price, \v7z07 {price for a ransom, Rom. 3:2l4) to buy us back.

We are reconciled to God by the death of His Son (Rom. 5
d's blood, Godts

that sinful man

10}. The 1ife and blood of the God, yes Go
martyedom, that is the payment, the raneom,

35& C. H. Lenski In%ggg!’etatigg of Oolossi
: Titus 3y Pe § g

Ihegsaloniane, Timothy, 22518
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might be redeemed. The way of salvation 1s the way of
Grace.

Thls then 1s the unspeakable riches of God's Grace,
this lg why God's Grace wae exceedingly abundant:

For when we were yet without strength Cor fzrir

£7¢ ] , in due time Chriet dled for the ungodly,

for soarcely for a righteous man will one die;

yet peradventure for s good man some would even

dare to die. But God commendeth His love ((Paul

uses “Ge«7n_here, but could equally well have

used X425 ) toward ua, in that while we were

yet sinners (i dagprwi®r]Christ dled for us

. . . when we were enemies [(¢%f« ), we were rec-

onciled. to God by the death of His Son. (Rom.

5:6-10)
"Where sin did abound there grace did much more abound®
(Rom, 5:20). We have forgiveness through Christ's blood.
"For Ohrist's sake God hath forgiven you* (Eph. Li32).
Where there 1s forgiveness of sin there 1is life and salva=-
‘tion. Christ is become the fountaln of all Grace. He cb=
talned for all the pricelees a’qu,u:t. Chriet's vicariocus
life, death, and passion, 1s the Grace of God that bringeth
salvatlion to all men.

All menkind is oondemned to death and damnation, pca-
4 unable to obtaln any

omes in Christ to bring
1 1ife, to all men

aeéelng no salvation of itself an
(Rom. 3:8-9). But the Grace of God ¢
@ “1'7 frg , everything necessary for eterna
Ty dyGwnoZ(T Tim. 2:4). Godls good and gracious will
18 that all ape to be saved (I Tim. 2:#). In Ghrist there

\
| v
18 ®an ghundence of grace and gift of righteousness,” ou T1

Ve
h) - e r
77% I 1;; Xh};“’"Q Kot T7& S.J/‘; 3”_; % Lo TV g
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(Rom. 5:17). Jesus Christ has obtained for men what they
are unable %o procure (Eph. 2:3; Rom. 3:12), but what they
cannot do without. Christ obtained for the ainner "access
to the Father® (Eph. 2:18), Yaccess into grace® (Rom. 5:2).
"Grace in Chriet® (II Tim. 2:6), "in our Lord Jesus Chrigt®
(IZ Gor. &:9; Titua 1:l), that is the way that God blesses
the condemned einner with righteousness and eternal life.26
£%. Paul who "with respect to the law was a Pharisee
« » o who sccording to the norm of law was blameless® (Phil.
3:5-6), nevertheless on the Damascus road found out to his
great horror that he was of all the most miserable of ain-

ners (I Tim. 1:15). Becsuse of hig sinful life Paul was

hopelessly lost under the verdiot guilty (Rom. 3:23). In-

etead of finding salvation through the lav, Paul finds him-

gelf under the ourse of the law (Gal. 3:10). But "God who

commands the 1ight to shine out of darkness, hath ghined in
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory

of God in the face of Christ Jesus' (II Cor. 4:6). To his

amazement, Paul dlscovers that there exlsts another way of

being declared righteous, and therefore goes to great length

to show us that even though we have all einned and come

short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23), there, nevertheless,

exists for all men a wonderful way of being declared right- :

P

£ st. Paul,®
261, Fuerbringer, “The Pastoral Epistles © ‘
(8%t. Louls Missougiz’ Concordia Seminary Mimeograph Co.,
n.d.)' p. ig.
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eous one wholly gratultlous, entirely by "Grace" mediated
through the redemption of Ghrist (Rom. 3:24).

Acoordingly, 8t. Paul tells us in Rom. 3:2%, "we are
freely Justified by His grace through the redemption that
18 in Christ Jesus.® God’s Grace (ry «vre? JXgscrc ) ig the
motive for our justification ( Siw«toViucwi) and the meri-
torious ceuse is our Lord Jesus Chriet { §v viz onidipweig
fv Koo7¥ [yed7 ). It is entirely an act of Grace. Bin
excludes no one from being declared righteous, for we are
Juatiried %wfvz\d" T cvreV X;/"‘, Sfreely by Hie grace."”
But how can the judge of heaven and earth, without becoming
unjust and destroying all Justice follow Grace, and declare
righteous any sinner whoge sin eries to heaven for Just
punishment? Paul here shows how @Grace is in harmony with
God's righteousness. Only by one means dan it be, the one
that perfectly satisfies God's Justice, and opens the way
for His Grace, namely s THE nok bt 4v )‘/"”'ry
'I)]a-ou {Rom. 3:24). It ig Grace in Christ, for Christ's

eake, a Grace gailned through His vicarious atonement. "Die

den der ErlBsing durch Jesus

e Menschen in Schuldhaft
027

Gnade geht einen helligen Weg,

Christus, Durch die Sunde sind di

gekommen, aus ihr werden sie durch Chrigtus losgekauft.

Grace takes effsot through Ohrist's redemption. *God's

28.

27Paul Althaus, op. 8it., D-
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grasious dispositlion springe entirely from the redemption
of Christ."28 God's Grece g in perfeoct harmony with Eis
righteousnegs, for God's Grace inoludes Christ's ransoming
t?y meang c¢f Hlg egacrificlel blood. Seripture excludes
man'as merit from Grsce (Rom. 11:6), but Christ's merit and
God's Grace are not exelusive; rather, they are very inti-
mately bound up together. Grace ocomes as a gift through the
atonement (Rom. 7:24). ¥“He hath endowed us with grace in
the Beloved, in whom we have the redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of
His grace" (Eph. 1:6-7). The saving meana of Grace 1s
Jeeus Christ, and the temporal and eternal blessings of God
are imparted, to us through (‘.'hz-iat:.29

For Paul, God's Grace is always linked to the work of

Christ. It ie manifested in and through Himg II Tim. 2:1

{ Yol | & ¥pwTi; Rom. 1612024 Ko, T M0 oS
es not refer to any undefined

o the sheer generosity whioch

o die that sinners might

)&"“"‘l‘v J, Grace for Paul do
eheer generosity of God, but %

he displayed in sending His Son ¢
ignate the relation and

be saved. Paul uses )W/;«'-E to des
evealed in and through

conduct of God towards sinful man as ¥

v

28p Pleper, chrzgtuohi Do?gaf %5 (st. Louis, Migeouri:
Conocordia Publishing House, s 24 18.

translated by Martin

29¢. Btoechkardt, Ephesians
Sonmer (8t. Louls, m;,,-,;&’%r;‘az’s’mrm Publishing House,

1952)0 e 5"‘.
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Christ.’® This iz especlally evident in Eph. 2:7 where
"in Christ® serves to ldentify and define God's goodness
toward us. Cod showed forth the exceeding riches of His
Grace "in that whlle we were yet sinners Christ died for
us” (5"/’1 $7 Aar pT w0l TV v 7;“"7’\‘ ;“‘7’/‘ fawr dni-
Povs, Rom. 5:8).

To Paul the cross of Christ was an unspeakable con-
descsnsion, an ungpeskable gift .of Grace. The oross is not
only God's supreme gift, but the fountaln of all His gifts.
Jesus e21d, "No man cometh unto the Father but by me® {John
14:6), Paul at his conversion discovered that God 1s what
Christ reveals Him to be, & God of love and mercy who 12 all
Grace, who sacrificed His only begotten son that a wratoh
1ike Pzul might have the forglveness of sins, 1life and sal=-
vation (Rom. &:31). Paul having experienced God's Grace
when Christ personally appeared unto him on the Damagous
Road declares, "the grace of God, and the gift by grace
« + . 12 by one man, Jesus Christ* (Rom. 5315).

Grace for Paul is & Personal Relationship of God
in Christ with a Sinner

Becsuse God hag reconciled us %o Himaelfl

That Grace ie a personal relationship of God 1n Christ

30%. Gremer, op. Sit.s P+ 573
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vith the sinner 1z ghewn us by 8t. Peul in Eph. 1:4.6,

where he pays that God,

Has ohosen us . . . that we should be holy and
without blame before Him . . . to the praise of
the glory of Hie grace, wherein He hath made us
accepted [ Moffatt translates fiw 7w oy lpn.
dowed with grace;'! pozeibly 'graced! would be a
good translation) 1n the Beloved,
and by II Cor. 5118 where Paul says that God, "hath recon-
6iled ug to Himself by Jesus Christ.* God has graced us,
endowed ue with Grece in the Beloved by reconciling us to
Himgelf. To reconcile (Kere{{<®w) peans to receive an
enemy, one with whom you have been offended, lnto favor

again, to forgive his sine.’t Paul says that God has again

J \ 4 2 P :f
received us into His favor { rv 8¢ 7nev7s fu o0 dsad 77

Wotadb E5av s i 2ovTyr LI Oor. 5:18).

We had made ourselves enemies (Rom. 5:10) of God, b¥
placing ourselves into a state of sin, godlegeness (Rom.
5:18). The relationship in which we justly deserved to stand
wae one of dls-grace and estrengement from God. "The wages

' th, eternal sepa-
of sin is death*, endless suffering and death, _

ration from fod (Rom. 6:23). 9W¥e had all sinned and come

short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3:23).
We were dead, without

$1.12). Godls

We were "by nature

the ehildren of wrath® (Eph. 2:3).
1ife, having no hope and without God (Eph. 2

s {sh Lexicon of the New Test
313, H. Thayer, Greek z 1°§p aﬁ'f.—ﬂ%9r 13;._3;3_ Testa~

e

ment (Chioago: American Zo
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holinese and justice could not tclerate our lawlessness and
dlecbedience. We were et enmity with God; so that unless
God 414 something to change this our desperate status,
God's justice wonld oompel Him to treat us as we justly
deserved, with eternal separvation from God (Rom. 6:23).

"But God, who is rich in meroy* being prompted by His
Grace (Eph. 213} took the initlative so that "We being
enemies were reconciled to Bod through the death of Hig
Son® {Rom. 5:10).

For it pleased that in Him should all fulness

dwell; and, having made pezce through the hlood

of Hls eross by Him to reconecile 21l things unto

Himegelf. And you that were sometime alienated

and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet

how hath He reconciled in the body of Hig flesh

to prement you holy and unblamable and unreprove

eble in His sight. (Col. 1:19-22).
¥e were actually reconclled by God to God. %God was in
Chrigt reconciling the world unto Himself® (II Cor. 5:19).
God Himgelf, by His taking upon Himgelf snd providing the
divine and saving acts of redemption (J7048% w i = Rom.
3:2L), established & new relationship between Himself and
man which the demend of His justlce had otherwise prevented.

ROhrict wae delivered for our offenses” (Rom. B:25);
He was the propitiation (k«771#ce¥ Rom. 3:25) for our sins.
Jod eet forth Christ (aorist indlcates hietorioal fact) as
a propitiatory ssorifice (c‘;&wfv;""- Cover of the Meroy
seat). God vrovides the covering (‘7{?5 ) for our sins.
By the shedding of His blood God propitiates us to Himself.

God has removed the guilt'bhioh preocludes our fellowship




gk

wlth Him. By nesne of Christ's Gesth, God has changed our
relationsiilp from one of esbrangeument, enmity, and wrath
To one of pesce hetwesn Flusgelf and usy so thet despite
our enmity, Cod can go on ¢ommending to ue His love, thils
love that changed our status, this love that impelled God
%o offer up Hies Son fer us all. ;'Bo that you [":“- ng]
who sometimes were far off are now made nigh by the bloed
of Chriat. For He ig our pence™ (Eph. 2:13).

God who reconclled the world unfo Himself (II Cor.
£:19) now pleads: "Be ye reconciled unto God® (II Cor.
5:20). God wants us to sicp opposing our return to Els
favor. Through the word of veconoiliation God graciously
invites us %o lay hold of that faver He offers us through
faith 1n Chript Jesus. "For He hath made Him %o be sin
for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the right-
eousnesa of God in Him' (II Gor. 5:21). Ohrist fwas
ralged again for our Justification . . . we are fresly
justified by falth . . . through our Lord Jesus Christ by

whom we have now received the reconciliation® (Rom. ks:o5;

htl.11).

Paul gays that

~
tlon,? ¥ov wireldogyY h9Ayrs Roms 5:11).
Thyrough faith in Christ

fye have now received the reconoilia=-
Through Ohrist

God hae restored us to His £avOr.
at-one-ment with God (Rom. 5:1-11).

~ We received atonement,
ower of derkness to the

God has translated us from the p

kingdom of His Son, where we not only have peace with God
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but we have accers, approach, 70Z«yw/sy7, to that Grace
in which we stand (Rom. 5:1-2). OChrist's medlation 1s
like a glorious portal swinging open to be *the entrance®
through which we have access to the Father (Eph. 2:18).
Christ has led us into this Grace. We need no one else to
introduce us into the chamber of our heavenly Father. We
are now God's dear children who dally commune with Him,
who go in snd out His house boldly. We stand in a personal
relationship with God because of the reconeliliation. 8t.
Paul tells us, :

Ye were without Christ, being allens from the .
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the
covenant of promise, having no hope, and with-
out God in the worl& « « o« But now through

the reconciliation of God which was in Christ
Jesus ye, who sometimes wers afar off, are now

made nigh by the blood of Christ . . . Now
therefore ye are no more strangers and foreign-
ers, but fellow-oltizens with salnts, and of the

household of God" (Eph. 2:12-19).
Thet Grace establishes & personal relationship of God

in Chriet with the sinner is especlally seen from Paul's

conversion. Ohrist appeared to Paul personally and addres-

sed him by name, *Saul, Saul® (Acts 9:4). OChrist person-

e words, "I sm Jesus.*®

ally made Himeelf known to Paul by ¥h
That Christ personally came to Paul is fu
other men heard the voice, though

aw the light of

rthermore evident

from the fact that the

they did not understand it (Acts 9:7) and e

Jesua! presence (Acts 26:14), even though they did not see

Jesus personally as Paul did. IV vas Grace ihas Christ
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should personally appear to Paul in such an intimate mane
ner.

Paul interpreta hls experience of God's Grace in Gal.
1:15-16. He tella us "It pleased God who had set him apart
from His mother's womb o call [w«d s ] him through His
Grace and to reveal [dmoMa A u’npaL]Hu Son in him. God
revealed Hils Son in Him [ v wuol ]‘i Paul's own language
18t "I am apprehended (wr«.&q;’ﬂw/ = laid hold of, held
fast) of christ" (Phil. 3:12). With the words, {7rev uoc
(Aots 9:15), the Lord Himeelf saya, I have in him a cho-
gen instrument," susDef £iiofys {(Aets 9:15), one who has
personally been chosen by Me to bear My name. Ev sutol of
Gal. 1:1%5 means vastly more than that Paul Just saw or ex-
perienced Christ at his conversion. "God's graclous reve-
lation of Chrigt filled Paul's very heart, soul, and spir-
1t so as to ablde with him forever."32

In regard to his conversion, Paul sald, %God has de-
livered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated
us into the kingdom of his dear Son" (Col. 1:13). Through
the reconciliation God has endowed us with Grace in the

Beloved (Eph. 1:6). As a result of that Grace we are made

membere of God's family, we are esteblished in such a close

j Galatliang =
32R, ¢. H. Lenskl, Inte ret:fion o amo%i’h.

glang, Philippiang (Columbus,
s Do .
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- and personal relationship with God that we enjoy all the

privileges of children and heire of the Heavenly Father.

Because we have the adoption of sons

That Grace is a personal relationship of God in Christ
with the einner is furthermore shown by Paul when he says:
2T awivay é-’_{élzf' TE X"?f’fﬁﬁ a7, 4Py the praise of the
glory of Hls grace" (Eph. 1:;6), "Even when we were dead in
trespasces and sins He quickened us together with Christ;
{by grace are ye saved) and hath reise us up together, and
made us git together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus®
(Eph. 2:5-6). "“The men who is in Ohrist, he is a new
ereature; old things are passed away; behold all things are
become new' (II Cor. 5:17). Grace is a work accomplished.
We have besn re-crested. We who were the servants liter-
ally sofdol mwglaves of sin® (Rom. 6:20) are, through the
work of God's sheer Grace become "the sons of God" (Rom.
8:14)., %We are all the children of God by faith in Christ
Jegus® (Gal. 3:6=7).

Paul uses the term *adoptiont,
the relationship of God in Christ with the sinner who

vlodzoid to desoribe

stands in Grace (Eph. 1:5; Rom. &:18; Gal. i), We

stand in the personal relationship of sonship with God be-
Gause God has in His Grace adopted us who were not natur-

al childwven of God and has given us the f841 pehil (Of Wone

ship. Moffatt mentions that the motion of Grace as involv-
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ing a personal relatlonship of God in Christ with the sin-
ner ssgpeclally sounde forth in viofsriy s for songhip im-
plies the adoption by God through Christ, the free favor
to which we owe our standing in Hie presence as His sons
(Eph. 23135).37 Truly God showed forth the exceeding great
riches of Hlg Grace when "He sent forth His Son . . . that
we [who were by nature children of disobedience, Eph.
2:2) might receive the adoption of Sons® (Gal. 4:h-5).
Grace prompted God to .eleot us to Himgelf, as His own per-
sonal property (Fph. 1:4). God's Grace appears in its
full glory and exalted splendor because God before the
Very foundation of the world planned our adoption as Hle
children and all that is connected with it, and determined
to rezcue ug, His children, against all future dangers,

against all attacks of the devil, of the world, and of our

einful flesh (Eph. l:4 £r.). It was God's good and gra-

clous will that we should receive the "adoption" of sona

2 » 7
(Eph. 1:5). By the additional modifier sZ oo (Eph.
1:5a) Paul emphasizes the faot that sonship ls our present

relation to God, that we are accepted by God now as Hls
children.3% Ufoaza':/é means: “"adoption and through thils

adoption the status of ohildhood.*3 8o Paul says in

33James Moffatt, Grace in the New Testament, p. 238.

3Y%g. gtoeckhardt, op. 8it., P- 50-
351bia.
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Rom. 3:15-16: “The Spirit Himeelf testifies together with
our spirit, that we are God's children®: assuring us at
present that we are truly God's children, TiXvel fco¥
(8:16), not in contrast to vlec fso) {Rom. &:14) but in
smplification: "Sons" as sdopted, yes, and ®ohildren®
born in regeneration.36 The justified man is through the
gracious work of CGod's Holy Spirit aware that His rela=-
tlonship to God 1s that of a son to a father. No longer
lg he an outoast or even a hired servant: HKig place 1s in
the family. "For ye," says 8t. Paul, "Have not received
the spirit of bondsge agaein to fear, but have received the
eplrit of adoptlon have been put in the positicn of sons
as the result of God's Grace whersby we ory, 'Abba,
Father'! (Rom. 8:14). Through Graoce, we come into such a
personal relationship with God that our very life 1s now
guided and directed by God's Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:1), and,
"the very prayers in which 1ife seems most instinctive and
spontaneous are inspired by the divine Spirit.*37 Stoeck-
hardt mentions that thie relationship, which is expressed
by the words "the Spirit of adoption,® presupposes that
gomething of the very nature and of the mind of the heav=-

enly Father inheres in our mind and heart, so that God's

36R. 6. H. Lenski, In%eﬂrgtation of Romans (CGolumbus,
Ohlo: Wartburg Press, 1 : De 530,

377ames Morfatt, Grace in ghe New Tesgtament, p. 238.
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holiness and love is refleoted in our 1ife and work.38.

Paul strongly emphasizes that standing in Grace is
really this genulne and personal relationship of sonship
with God as our Father when he declares that it is a last-
ing adoption, and will finally bestow upon us the inherit-
ance of the child. At once Paul brings out this implica~
tlon, "But Af children, also heirs' (Rom. 8:17); and (Gal.
4:7), ®If 2 gon also an heir." Sons inherit by virtue of
songhip, and our songhlp rests on adoption; children in-
herit by virtue of birth, and our birth is regeneration.3?
Az many as are led by the Spirit they are the sons of God
(Rom. &:14)., Ours is a life in the Spirit. Ourse 1s the
ery along with 8t. Paul, "God's heire and Christ's jolint-
heire" (Rom. 8:17). - To the praise and glory of Hils grace,
we stand in guch a oclose relationship with God that what
is God's and what He has promised us, 1s our inheritance,
upon which we ghall enter presently. It ls graat, une
speakably great to stand in grace, for that means that we
are heirs of God; and standing in Grace is made still more
gtupendous by God's calling us fellow-heirs of Christ, who
iz Hie Son. An inheritance fit for the only, begotten Bon

of God 1s to be ours. We who stand in Grace stand in such

383, sStoeckhardt, op. git., p. 50.
39R. 0. H. Lenski, Interpretation of Romans, p. 530.
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& personal relatlonship with God that we "rejolce in the
hope of the glory of God" (Pom. 5:2), and "through the
Spirlt walt for the hope of the rightecusness by faith®
(Gal. 5:5),

Having established a personal relatlionship with us
through Hig Grace, God has already now sent His Spirit in-
%o our lives so that we inhabit a new world of joy and
freedom as sone of God and heirs of eternal life, But the
g1t of the Spirit 1s 2 "foretaste", a firet frﬁit (a'rf"'fl*\])
Rom. 8:23, an "earnest" (bss-p W,V), a downpayment, securing
the rest of the payment in due time (IX Cor. 1:22), a pro=-
mise of the inheritance. We are now the sons of God; but,
“Our 1ife 1s now hid in Christ. When Christ who is our
life shall appear, then ghall we also appesr with Him in
glory" (Col. 3:3-4). Then shall we see God "face to face
(I Cor. 13:12). Then we will receive the full inheritancs,
then we will be sons completely in the glory of the heavenw
ly realm where the flesh and Satan are no more a handicap,
but where we will completely be Hig own and live under Him
and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocencs and

blessednegs. With all the sons of God we join in the ory

of "Maranatha®--*Lord, come i* (I Cor. 16:22)
That Grace means a personal relationship of God in

Chriet with the sinner stems from Paul's conversion ex-

perience. Prior to his conversion Paul says he was an

':/“Tﬂw/:d’, s migcarriage, a dead foetus, "ein unmenachliches




92

Scheusal ohne wlhres Leben.’uo On the way to Damaecus,
Schnelder says, "Paulus 1st Qurch einen gewaltmbszges
Elngriff des erhBhten Christus aus seinem fr8heren Leben-
szusanmenhengen hersusgerissen und in der Lebensbersich des
Christus versetzt worden."™ Christ had in an entirely
different way called his other disciples. That the resu-
rrected Christ should in such a miraculous way reveal Hime
gelf %o Paul, the persecutor and blagphemer, was Grece in-
deed. And thet Chriet in such a graclous manner give Paul
& new blrth snd meke him His own chogen apostle demonstra-
ted for Paul that to stend in Grace means to stand as closge
to God as dear children stand to their dear father.

Paul uges Lﬁvﬁtﬁﬂé to show that Grace establishes thls
personal reletionship of God in Christ with the sinner.
In fact, the sole purpose of God's Grace in the entire plan
of redemption le that we might receive the "adoptlon of
sons® and the "inheritance of the saints.? ¥Ood wanted
children on thie earth, children whom He oould nurturs,
zuide, love, as a father loves children, and these ohll-
dren were then also to hallow His neme and walk before Him
holy and unblamable in love (Eph. 1:11-)."’4‘2 To this end,

YOppiaricheen, as quoted by Schneidex, Theologieohes
%%é%%:%ﬁ%&%%a&%ﬁﬁ 1{53?)’, 11, usuf'

$lrpia., p. 463.

42g. stoeckhardt, op. 9it., p. 5l
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God through His gheer Grace, has taken us who were slien-
ated from him and made us Hia Very own children by the
adoptlon of children through Jesus Christ unto Himself.
For the Grace whioch establishes a ginner in pergonal rela-

Tlonship with God, Paul oxclaims:

Blessed be the CGod and Father of our Lord Jesgus
Christ who hath blessed us with every spiritusl
blessing in the heavenly place in Christ. Hav-
ing preordained us unto the adoptlon as sons
through Jesus Christ unte Himself agoording to
the good pleasure of His will to fhe gralee of
the glory of His grace. (Eph. l:3-6s

Conclugion

In conolusion then we would say that %he experience
of God's undeserved kindnesz and sheer generoslty in His
converslon prompted Paul to give the Greek word kﬁ%z;,
new scope snd meaning, so that the little word X3§A§ which
never before represented Gold's graclous favor and kindness
towsrd ginners, now in Paul's eplstles sums up in 1tsclf
the glory of the Gospel of God. Paul uses YonZ to deplot
the sheer generosity of God, not merely as a bsnevolent
dlspoaition but zlso as revealed in aotion in sending His

Scn teo die and be ralsed for our salvation, so that we who

10 R B T

were lost and condemned children of dlscbedlience might live
in a new and glorious relationship of sons with the Father,
of the redeemed with the Redeemer, created by Him and re-
newed and eustained by Him. For all this Grace Paul ex-

claimed, "Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift



9l
(II Cor. 9:15).

It was characteristic fop the apostle Paul to begin
and close every letter with some reference to Grace. In
faot, Moffatt says,

Paul allows nothing to stend alongside grace.

Grace may draw into its company other words of

like lmportance, but it remains the dominant

note of the musle as a Pauline epistle dies

away. Paul'a’firsﬁ and last word to every

church was x«7¢Z .43
The reason 1s that Paul in his conversion discovered that
God's Grace is exoeedingly abundant for even the greatest
of sinners. The fact that God blessed Paul the chief of
slnners with eternal life could be nothing but sheer gener-
o8ity; that God should send His only-begotten SBon into the
world Yo save the greatest of sinners, and that it should
please God to reveal His Son to him caused Paul %o stand
in awe before God's great love; and that God sghould take
Paul and re-create him into His son and enable him to be-

com® His apostle made Paul the indefatigable preacher of

Grece that he was. As Paul looked back upon his conver-

sion, he realized that "all is grace and grace is all.®
Paul could never forget the exceeding riches of God's
Grace; it was the first and last word of every eplstle.
¥Ye can think of no more fitting way to olose than
with the warm benediotion of St. Pauli ff XJ#5 mcl buiv

uBJamea Moffatt, Grace in the New Testament, p. k2,
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(Col. 4:18), which in the 1light of our study means:
That ye, belng rooted and grounded in love,
may be able to comprehend with all the saints
what lg the breath and the length, and the
depth, and height; and to know the love of

CGhrlst, which passeth knowledge, that ye might
be filled with all the fulness of God. (Eph.

3:17-19)
It was for that very reason that Paul recast the word
')(‘7/’! % and stressed 1t so emphatically that it became the
dominant note of every epietle. Paul's earnest prayer 1s
that every reader of his epistles may experlence the same

favor and merey of God which he experienced in his con-

version. "Grace be with you
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