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Graee springs and ls ted, went to Paul the sinner and 

sought him out aeaiduously and tilled the wretched vo1da ot 
Pau1·1· s degenerate heart as a.ix- x-ushea 1nto a vaouum. 'Where 

a1n a.bow,ded, grace did tnuoh more abound~ (Rom. 5,20). 

Qodl a grace wa& eo bount1f'ul and so generous that it over­

whelmed. Paul's s,.n. And by Bis .sheer generosity, God toqlt 

this dead0 vile thing,. thi 1t1ost :rabid persecutor or Hts 

Ohuroh~ reola1med him from the guilt and the power of sin, 

and by Hi a amazing gra.oe made not only a Ohris.tian out. or 

h~,1, but also an apoetJ.e, and noi only· one who was tl:t and 

worthy to be plao·ed at the side. ot the other 8.J)ostles, bu1; 

one who outranks the resi 1n his work, one who laboi,e more 

abundantly than they all (l QQr-. 15110·). -1hat was shee~ 

genero s1 ty I 
/ .,., 

As Pa1;tl here a.ttr1bU.t.ei hie oonve~a.1on to X~,.,.., P~ov 

(I Oor. l5t lO).., i9tte,e~. he J,s •phas1z1ng God1s shee~ 
gene~os1ty. The ph~ase ta. withou) ~e art1¢les, wbloh 

stresses the qus.11ty ot eaoh or these nouns. Thus tb1s 1a 

'9.Graoe" 1n the t\tlJ.est sense. ~.I S.s the t9tivor, !fi toward 

the unwo.:rthy and damnable einne:r, whloh relDovee the deadl.J 

guilt of Paul an4, implants 1.n him the now life trom Oo4 

and elevates Paul ,o ihe ap9ato1:aie an.d enables him to do 

the great work ~hioh he did. Onlf God's grace oo~ld aocom­

pl1eh auoh a de.ed. The abJecst w1"8toheclnees or the sinner 

Paul 1a here (l Oor. 1;7-10) put 1n ovel"lfhelming oontra•t 

vith the eupreme greatness wrought b1 '11• graoe of God, bJ 
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His kindness ( X/'IU'ro,1,) 'W'h1oh 1e sheer generosity 1n 

Paul's case P-7 

fhe oonversion of S~. Paul showa ue cl,at1.7, (a) t~t 

Saul was not only ttdea.d 1n treopaeeee and sine• (Eph. 2:1), 

but also that hie ttearnal m1nd was enraity agalnat God• 

(Rom. $:7) ; (b) that Saul did noth1ng and could do noth~g 

toward. his oonveraion; (o) that the sheer generosity ot 

God's. gr aoe, was the beg1AA1ng, middle, and end ot Pau1·•s 

oc>11ver·slon. Paul di.d all he could against it; •he k1oked 

ag.ainst the priq.ks" (Ao·te 9.:5).. Saul., the proud Pharisee, 

a brute boast, a dull driven ox olums111 k1ck.1ng againet 

the will of h1s d.rlver, was only foolishly drawing his Qlln 

blood to hil.9 hurt~ 11 :aut wond.er ot wandercat l was merc1e.d,.1 

Paul says (I i1m. 1:.13) •. l was treated with oompaesion 1n 

tnY 1n.desc:c-1bably p1t1tul and wre.~ohe4 siate. And he adds 

"graQ·e" a moment late.r (I 'l'im. l ,_;14), d.eno.t1ng umn.erited 

favor for hie blaokest guilt-.. P.aui knew he could claim no 

part in hia conversion, tor while he wae yet an enemy of 

God, God. ealled Paul bf His grao•. Paul -knew he did not 

dese·rve this grace. All the glo!7 ot· that glorious work 

belonged t·o God. t 8 sheer. Graee. mruly God showed torth the 

eheer generosity of Hie C1rao~ 1n Bis lt!ndness toward Paul 

(Eph. 2~7). 

27a. o. H. Lenski, Inte~retation ot ! and lI ~or1ntb.­
~ ~O~lumbus, ·oh1o:, die LUhe:ran fiooi'""Oonoem, 19j7), 
~40 tt. . 



SeoondJ.y, as we view St. Paul•a conversion and hear 

St. Paul attributing h1e oonvoraion solely to the Graoe ot 

rt d .,;.1· d th t ' ,.; u-o · , we J. n~ a Xc.1,~ \,ltolJ , · Go41·s Grace, le always linked 

with Ghriot•s work. When Paul spealta. of the grua wllioh he 

received ho does not ~efer to any undefined, sheer gener­

Qeity, but to the meroy and loving kindness wh1oh God be­

stowed upon Hii'.l ,.n Ol~iet Jesus. For, "'Goc:1.tt, says St. Paul, 

"ehot·rn the exceeding richee or lt1.e grace in His kind.'lesa 

towa1~d us through J·eatitt Christ" (Eph. 2_;7).,. l11~s, J~r~, r~.,, 
c ' 11 _,. .,, ( '.A/ I I , · 
l)1f'y/90lt-ftr.t.V 1"c/ 71)..1iJT'a~ .,.'It:''?'"'' o(,!ToV ,-v y,,,.#r1-r, if>" 

' ~ ,, J }(,., ..., .,,.; • 

'f A"J;, iv ,r tn"'4J 1l.1u-a11 •. F<>r it was foJt the ungodly that 

Oh:('ist; d.1ed.6 and in that a-ot, •-God ooDDDendt~ His love (Paul 

writes 'love', but could equally well have written Jgraoe•) 

toward us, in that while we were yet i1nne·rs Obrist died 

for us\• (Rom. 5:S}. "lt pleased (k).d that in H1m ehould all 

fulness dwell; and ha'Ving made peaoe through ihe blood ot 

His cross, by Him to reoonoile all things io Himself' 

(Col. l: 19 ff. ) . • A<)cord1ng to the r1ohe a of Bis graoe11 

"' (and St. Paul detinltely inoludee himsel.t, the greatest 

ot e1nnere, l'. Tim. lc.i;) ha'V'e ._re4empt-1on through Hia blood, 
'I / ,, ,L , 

the forgiveness of a1n. • (Eph. 1:7). ""''-"f't•nf. and "',.,r,;. 
hen appear as gifts ot ~°'/'' . Add to thtEte negative· bleas-

1nga the pos1t1ve boon mentioned in l\oa. 5.:21: •righteous-
" / ., 

ness·•, and "lite" and yiou have the oomplete oontenta ot .l\c.1/'> 
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as a posit1Ye g1tt.2g Where there is g~aoe there is t~l'-

giveness oi' sins, lire. and ealvat1on. Th.is 1s the heaven­

ly ro1"tune of gruoe whioh God b9etowed Upon Paul ~h-~ugh 

Olu~ist and of which Paul said,, "God hath saved. ua, and oal,.. 

led ua w!t~1 an holy oulling .. • • aocord1ng to Bis own :pUl'­

pose antl craoe whioh waa g1Yen us in Jesus Ohristtt (II Tb!. 
1.,~))' .. 

!t has been said that, Paul probably ezperienoed th, 

undeserved fs.vor of God!-9 Gl'·aoe raore thiin anyone else~ . to'?! 

by h.is bla sphemy of God. and hie pe:raeo:ution of God's Ohuroh, 

Paul oertainly deserV'ed death and eternal damn~tioa. For 

as Paul was peraeouting the seat ot the Hazarenes, he wac 

actually perseouting the ffon ot God. Sy every bl<)W ho 

struok at the infant church, he was lacerating those .banda 

and pierolng- the.t side.. By every sigh attd groan extor-ted 

troln the members ot the Church of God• Paul had el1o1 ted 

tttom th~ Head in heaven the remonatranoe, •Saul I Saul I why 

pers&outeet thou Me?* In ep1te at -all th1e, the God of all 

gra.oe, the Lord God:,. meroitul and gtao1ous, longsutter1Dg 

and abundant in goodness and tru:th·, 1hatll"· a.a .Ananias 1aye, 

•ohoeen thee, that thou shouldest know hie will and eee 

tlaat Just One ~ -d (lhouldest hear. the voloe ot Hie mouth• 

.(Acta 22:14). Paul de-scribes 1t ae· a direot aot or Ood'a 
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gra~e that He rev$~1ed R1s Son to him. ~It pleased God,• 

he doo.:Laress II te .. raveal His Son in me.• (G~l. 1: 1S,.lti) 

Jeane askn: Saul,, why art thou i'lersecut1ng Me~" 

(Aot·e 9:-5). t1sau)., Saul" remind.a one ot a1a1lar. d.uplio~ 

t!on ot ou:- Lord: suoh m,, 11Martba, llm,tha11 .. •·Jerusal~m, 

J erunalem'' • In var.-y1ttg 1.-1?.ys '!;hose 't-f9rde "SauJ., tta.1111t e.x ... 

~reaa an emotion of dee~ qonoe~, plty,(graoe), but nave~ 

angor.29 By this question, Jeoua called on Saul to p~obe 

hia soul 1n regard.· ti, thEi tcr.rible ~10~1t 1JJ -.;bich he was 

angs.gad. To peP.soQute 'fm.e disoiple.a is 1So perseouto the 

mast·e i". Ohr1et and the churoh C.'~ one; Qh1•ist is ~ha Head, 

the Ohriotti9.Tl~ o.r~ meimb~J:'ta of. R!s body. What in don·e to iihe 

hu.mhlQ~ t; Ch:r~etian !s done ~o tho g;o.r16us Ohriat, 1Je 1t 

• p.oo-d or evtl. "Inar;muoh afJ ye have dont't it unto one ot the 

leaot of these my brsthren~ ye have done it unto me.•3Q 

What a arut1htng blow ror Pauli to he$.r:. "J, I am Jesue, 

whom thou, yea, thou, · art 1:>e:rseotitlng f"' (Acts 9t5) Like 

lightning .\t flashed into· the soul ot Sault 'lhe Jesus who 

had. been cl'i~o !tied was alive. mhan hie tollowere ha.d been 

right .J Then the faith an wh.4.oh they staked. their lives was 
. ' 

really true I Stephen •·e dying (leolatat1on that he aav Jesus · 

. ' 

29R. Q .• H •. Len·ski,;a _.!b.a. ACte .U .!J9tApo~tle9 (OolWllbus. 
Ohio,~ The- Wartburg Prees, l~, P• • 

. J.Ow1111am Dallmann• ~ (st. 1,o111a, K1ssour11· 
oo~a Publishing . Rous~, 1""9-a9), P• 14:, • 

Con-
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on the right hand ot God had not been blasphemy, but a 

sober 11 teral fact I It was a staggering 41saovery. It 

meant that everything that Jesus had been and had done, 

every title he had olaimed or His followers had ola1med tor 

Him we.s now attested by God Himself. _For Jesus• conquest 

ot death ano. o.efeat oould be nothing less than God 1n ac­

tion, God's right hand made bare, God1s seal set oonv1no-

1ngly to ·the Mees1an1o claim, God•s final v1nd1oat1on ot 

His Son. The tremendous truth and reality ot ~his raot 

swept over Saul• s soul like a nood: Yea, Jesus ot Naza,­

reth 1s truly the Son of God, the Mee-,1ah I I have been in 

deadly error. Paul who had thought hlmeelt 1 blameless• 

(Phil. 3:6) discovers that or all sinners he is ~1et 

(I Tim. 1:15). The charge ot perseoution is dr1Ten into 

the soul of Paul to the hilt.31 

By the grace of God 1n reve·aling Obrist Jesus to Paul, 

and by the gracious concern Jesus showed tor Paul 1n H1a 

direct preaching or the law, Paul I e proud eelt-r1ghteous­

nese ~as crushed. Through Christ's grao1oue Dll!ln1festat1on, 

Paul saw that he had been a ~i-1~f'Jt/.Mo-/, 'blasphemer•• Re 

had blasphemed the Lord ot the chUl'Oh by using the moat 

wicked and batetul J.anguage against h1m and by trying to 

force others to do the same (Aote 26:1): Paul realized 

31a. o. H. Lenski, !'he Aota gt, the Anostlee (Columbus, 
Oh1o: fhe Wartl)urg Press,l'§Jiii), PP• 35' tt • 
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·that he had also· been a St~lt'r1~r 1Perseoutor•, 'Who 1n per­

secuting the Lord 1a people had persecuted the Lord Himself. 

P0 ul concluded that he was an Vt61' trrft, •an insolent one• 

-who both outraged and 1nsµlted. (In Luke 1g:32, v{J(U.lrl1~"-i.T<ft 

1s used to mark tho insolent bloWe and insults that were to 

be heaped on J esura in his mockei-y bt the Sanhedrin and b7 

the Roman aold1ers).32 Eaoh term .in I '!1m. 1:13 is more 

severe than the othe~, St. Paul heaped one on the other. 

What he de served was to be struck dtnm and to be made an 

example of the Lord's Justice. But, wondeP or wonders, 
' J I 

Paul ea.ys, 11 1 was mereied• ( ~.ti--'t' ,.t.~,o~~ I Tim. 1:13). 

Paul oertainly experienced the length and the width, 

the height, ano. the depth o-t God's oveJ:'.abundant grace 1n 

Clr 1st Jesus. God in His wondrous longsuttering held back 

H1s Judgment Upon Paul when it was long overdue. And muoh 

more, it even pleased God according to the riches ot His 

grace to reveal Christ unto Paul. So that tor PaUl, then, 

blasphemer and persecutor ae .he 11as, Jesus was seeking, not 

1n order to destroy him but to eave him. For Paul, grace 

and mercy had ent~red the t1eld. Paul vae experienoing the 

Grace ot God,- the same graoe wh1oh vas in our Lord Jesus 

Christ, so that though he was r1oh yet for the salt~ of 

~2n. a. Trench, synonJDI~ 91. the Bev 'testagent (G~)d 
Rapids, M1.oh1gan: Wm. B. Erdman'• Pubfiehing o., 19 • 
pp. 102 rr. 



s!nne~n he became poor1 so that a Vile sinner like Paul 

might be l:ti ch (Il: Oor. g.:9). 

uThe Grace of our Lord Jesus Obrist was· supel"-abundant1 

1n Paul's c a se (t Tim •. 1:14). lt 11 enabled h1m" (I '1'1m. 1: 

12) to sea t hat for h1m the Lord bad clJJnbed Oalvary, that 

for him Ohr lst had been sent 1.nto a shameful death., that 
11by the. Gr aoe of Gotl Ohriet· taa·ted death. tor overy man• 

f ~ / C 

(Heb. 2:9) . The X"I,; ,o,) 1('1410.J 1""""v (l Tim. 1:14) •en-

ab·l ed Panl " (I Tim. l;.12) t.o repent, reoe1ve forgiveness 

and. believe on Ch.riot. 'Jlle glory or God's Graoe lay 1n 
,. _.., 

ehang ing Paul to a penitent b~l1ever. It was the X°';P,, 71>v 

K~,;J i-"~ y ~rh1ch wrought rrltrr,i and ~[/d, in P.aul~ (I Tim. 

1:14) , so that with e,nd.less wonder J)aul could now apeak ot 

"the Bon of God who loved m$ and gave H1mselt tor me• (Gal. 

2;20). 

See me, see me, once a rebel., 
Vanquished at H1s cross I lie; 

Cross to tame ea~th•s proudtst able I 
Who was e '·er so proud as I? 

He convinced .me: He subdued me;· 
He chastised me; He renewed me; 
The na ils that nailed, the .spoar ttiat slew Him, 
fransfixed my heart, and bound it to H1m. 
See me, a·ee me once a· rebel,. · ,z 

Vanquished at H'-s cr~ss I lie.3.., 

One ot the eevereat or1t1o11Dl passed by the Rabbis 

unon Jesus had been that Be consorted in a fr1endl.J way 

33w1111am Dallmann, 5m.. o~.t •, P• 4g • 



with the most outrageous law-brealte;rs, the publicans and 

notorious s inners. Paul, overwhelmed with the s,nse ot 

having fough't aga lnst the Ohr1st and killed Bis te4thtul 

tollowel'S, now finds th1a to be a or1t1o1sm based on taot. 

Jesus Christ has not destroyed him, ha, not blinded him 

for lifeo has not simply let him oft with a threatening 

inJuncrtion ·to persecute 110 more. lnstead, J'eeua Ohrist 

has ooru<3 to :f'?r g1ve h.1m, to raise him up, and to honor him, 

with tt apost.leah i p"34 (aom. 1:5~. · 

Wit h t h~ words ~Grateful am xw (I fi!n. 1,12} Paul ex­

presses h.is continue.us thankfUlne.se to Qhri.st (naming Him 

aooord1n~ t 0 hi s Messian\o and exalted Lordship, as our 

Bav1or) ·.,110 " enabled him~ (I 1"1m. 1:12) ((lorlst refera to 

Paul•s convers ion and call) to repent and believe on Ohr.1~t 

and beoome his anostle even though he had at one time be­

longed to the long 11st ot pt'ul sinners in verses n1ne and 

ten (I Tlm. 1).35 In the very hour ot revelation, Pau1 

realized that right to the end ot his clays he would be 1m­

maasurably Onrlat•s debtor, for 1 C.hr1st Jesus oame 1nto the 

world to save s inners, or whom I am ohiet.• (I Tim. 1:15) 

3~omas Kepler, Oontenmo~ 'l'h1Dk~ About Paul, 
(New York:, Abtngdon-Ookeebui1ri••, l9 , P• 14j. 

35R. o. H. Lenski, Intereretatiog ot Ooloaa1an~ 
fh.eseaioniane, T1mothz, . Tltu•, Ph1lemotl \0oluabu8'» 1ol 
tuiihei'iii ffol)i oon.oern, 19jfl. P• !52!. 
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Never fo~ a moment did Paul doubt that '11.e love whioh 

had come zeelting him wae t he Ora()e ot God Hlmselt, •tor God 

waG 1n Christ :'C"-OOouo1ling the world unto Himself ••• and 

h.ath eommi tted u.nto us · the work of reconoili&tion• (lt Oor. 

5:19).. The .>!"ier ot the olauaas in the great f~initarian 

~ened1ct1on ~ whora "the gra()~ o-.t tb.e Lord Jasue Obrist• 

st.Mn.a :f'lr9t1 :f'c)lJ.o·t1ed br/ 8the love ot God" (ll Cor. 13:14) 

~Y be tsl(en as a. ti-anso.ript ot Pa.~•s own experienoe. tt 

was through h1 s meeting w!.th Ohrist on the Damasoue x-oad, a 

Christ who was ,.,.,1:i. G3$o&,. that Paul entered into the knovl,. 

edge of' x.,;;i, ~ /h. d ,. fot' Ohr1.st 1ras actually God' i grace 

beoome flesh. !t'he glC'r1oua woi>d~ 1n w1c;h Paul' a great 

d1eo1ple or a later day, St. Augu..s·tine, described his own 

redse.m 1ng experience of God's Graoe· 1n Ohris-t might hav• 

come straight from the apostle h1lllselt; 

'111th Thy oal11ng and shouting- r,h.ou a.1dst break 
my deatnesa; w1th Thy tlaahing and shining ~ou 
didst seatte1- mt blindness. At t~- aoent ot 
Thee I drew in br$ath, and I. p•t tor Thee. I 
have t astedt and. l hwiger and thirst. Thou bast 
touched me .• and I am on tire tor ~1 peao•.36 

It wae the Grao-e or God i,eTealed to Paul 1n Obr1et Jesus 

that quenched. the flaming oareef.i ot persecution, wrenched 

the stubborn Pharisee right around 1D his track, k11le4 

the blasphemer,. and gave birth to the aairil • 

36.e-t. Augustine, C.ontes•·1.0l\L trana~te~)b7 E. 91:· 

Puesey (Hew York: E. ,. Dutton and Co., 192~ • P• ~ • 
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.411 hie feverish quest for peace -and r1ghteoue­
nesa. and oe~tninty was now over, to~ God 1n Ohrlet 
bad t aken the· initiative. 'l'he poor, smoking l&IIP 
of l egalism had f'lickered out 1n the glory ot the 
dawn. God had reooneiled him. While he was yet 
a I sinner I ' an I enemy ,•-how d"ep dyed in Paul• e 
own heat"t s- bloocl the great words ln Rouiane are I 
Chr1rlt had d.1ed for him. Gone waa the stem 
inex or able God of Jua.aism, wat-ohing His c1·ea\ures 
toil ing . :for a Juot.1t1.oa.t1on He kn.v they could 
never ·win . Now theve stood revealed a Father 
yea.Y.nirig for His oh:tld, raoe to taoe vi th that 
seek i ng g r aoe, that 1,eool'!oiling love, Paul's 
wholr-.i beinr~ bent down 2;n uttermost aurrender. 
Wi ·i;h all t he passion ot h1s sctul he responded. 
H$ ge.,re h imself to (Jod. .He worshipped Obrist 
• • • He was now ae ·unlike · the man who had set 
out f r om J eru.salem es noonda;f j,.s ~n:tik.e midnight 
a .a life i a unlike death. lUs outlook, hie world, 
his nature , hie mqral sense, his lite-p1.lrpoa~ 
all were changed. He was a man • in Ghrist• /37 

It w·as Paul• a e:x--pe:,.,ienoe or· God; a Gz;aoe in c;lhP1st, tl1at 

oauaed Paul to see ,.n the Grao.e wh1oh Oiu.'1.st has revealed 

to him a gushing fountain of salva~ion for all men, and al 

his heai~t is thus at1n-ed; ho bursts out with the glorious 

dox·ology: tlNow unto the Jting eternal, immortal, 1nv1aible, 

the only l:rioe God, be honour and glory tore.,·er and ever. 

Amen. (I Timio l:.17) ror Paul, God•• Grace is always 

linke<l with Ohriat'1;1 wo~k, for 1 God wae in Ohr1st reooneil­

ing the wox-ld w1to 1Umself" ~·11 Oor. !;J-19) • 

thirdl y i as we v1ew Paul •·s aonvers1on, we see that 

God t-e tl:raoe ( XOl/t t Oc,1 ~ ebta'bl1shed a personal. :relat1on­

eh1p Qt Ck>d in Obrist with ·Paul the sinner. BJ nature, 

·37 Jamee Stewart, :S,2,• _o1~·· • PP• 14o tt • 
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Paul \.latl e. chi..l d. of urn.th~. 1'dead 1n trer,:ps.sses and. e1ne• 

(ll;ph. 2; 3) ; & sillner· who 1-'.a,l fallen tar short ot t.'1.., glory 

ot Go~ (Rom. 3:23); suoh a Vile B!JJne~, th.e.t he, 1nd~ed, 

deser't~d to s tand in a rola.t.1onsh1p of d1e-gl'ace with God. 

He above a l l tl.ea·.n'Ved Qod' s Wl'at4 a.."ld. eternal dls-9leaaure. 

• 1'b.e wages of s i n i s d.eathtt (a~:!l • .S:2;). Re was r:m1et ot 

sinner u (! ~i m. 1:ll~ ).. :tBut rmen the· tul11,sg8 <Jf time wna 

co.no, God sent .i'orth '.His Son, made ot a t1oman. t1a1e undor 

the law ·to ra:ieem then: that t'1Sl'3 u11de~ the law, that we 

m1ght reoe1ve th.a adoption ot do!10" (G·ai. lh 4-6). Now "ve 

have pca.oe tv1th Goel t ,hPough oW7 Lord ,Jegus Ohi:-iot•; (Rom. 

511) and, St . ~aul says, ~we have ~eoei~ed the 8plrtt which 

1a or God" (! G.or. 2,12). When through the· gracious work 

of the Holy Spirit Pa.u1 \I/as led tc recognize his ~rongd.o1ng 

and to reC::Je:tve Ood • s :t'oz,g1ven9~s 1n Ohriet, (led did not 

walt, but a:t that 'Ver:, mcment a.cce-pted Paul •·s ~entartct 

a.nd t:ra.112:roi"red. him 1n·to his X1ngdQm, H1t1 personal relation­

ship, wi·th all the pr1v:Uagea ct the· i:onsh1p. 1 And b e~use 

1a a:c~ sons, G·od hath eent f'o11h the 8~1r1t or his So.n 1nto 

feur he1a.rtE1, oi,ylng. Abba, rather. WberetQre thou a~ no 

more a servan~, but a son.;. and Sit a son., thtn an heir ot 

God through Obrist.• (Oal. 4:~7) 
As a good Jew, Paul rep·eated the ol"eed; 'Hear,. O 

Isi-e.el: · Jehovah our God ts one•.-th• onl7 Cod.. Ha wag the 

God of Abl"ahainl a& wss ihe God ot tsrael. He was the God• 

1Who led us forth out ot the land ot ZgJpt.• But moat ot 



all, he was t he ate:r-n God ot the Law, ~ abaolute, 1m­

plao~blet sover.ei,gn Judge: ot men ancl. nations. The Psalm-

1st had eung$ 6 L1ke as a rather p1t1eth his ohildren, so 

Jehove;h p1t 1eth them that te«U- him" (Pa. 103:13). ~e 

prophet h~d deolared1 . :1t As one whom his Dlother oomtorteth, 

tto wil l I oomf ort you, saith the Lord' (la. 66:13). · Paui 

had read and knew t hese, b~t the1 had neve~ beoome central 

1n his thlnking about God. For Paul, God was the God o~ 

the Law, i nexorable, x-1ghteous, Jttdg1~. But when through 

the work .of t he Uoly Spil''1t, Ohr!at entered Paul,e aot.11, 

God became naw to Paul. The ban taekmaeter of the Lav 

van1sl'.).ed; the righteous hea,:enly Father stood revealed. 

~For ye ha.Va not received the sp!J'it ot bondage again to 

teiu-; but ye have reoe1ve4 the sp1r1t or adoption, whereby 

we or:, s "Abba.,. Father" (Rom. Stl5). fhe vivid po1gllano7 

and the deep thank.tul Joy present . in Paul'• idea ot adop,­

tion b;y Goa have perhaps nev•~ been betttr expressed than 

1n these word.s ot McLeod QampbellJ 

Let us think ot Ohrla'V al' the Son vhe reveals the 
Father that we may kl101t the rather•s heart aga1ns1 
whioh t,e have sinned, that we ~ afu~ ltow sin, 1n 
rttaking us godless has made ue orphana, and under­
stand thai the- gr~oe o.t Ood, vh1oh 11 at onoe 'IS.he 
remission of past sin and the gift ot ete~al llte, 
restores to oul' orphan ap1·~1~• their ~at,ir and to 
the rather ot sp1r11.s B1s lost oh1ldNn. 

JSx-eLeod Oampbell; quoted b7 J. s. · stwu,, SE.• o1t., 
p. 254. 



47 
'Not 'Qondage ••• unto tear' (Rom. 8:.15), the keynote ot 

the life of adoption i s freedom. All dread ot the eternal 

displeasure ,·:ra.s gone tor Paul. Eve1'1 worry about the 111,. 

trioacies of keeping the Law d1spellec1 • . Instead .of an 

almighty law enforooment otf1oer, a d1T1ne law-master, 

Gra-C·e makes Ood. a Father who is strong, loving, and aa'l'ing. 

HenceforthD Paul o6uld begin hle pPa.yerwith the word.a 

given by Jesus , "Our Father' .39 

The gr aoioue appenranoe ot Gh~1at to Paul on the way 

to Damascus waa, of oourae, Paul I s souroe ot re1'elat1on 

tluit God i s our gracious Father. ~It had pleased God• 

(Gal. l: 15) to reveal to Paul the bleased Redeemer, the 

Savior of m,enp who flbrought 11.:t'e .and 1mmortal1ty to l1g~t•. 

(II Tim. 1:10). Ohrist ~aa tor Paul the clear revelation 

ot the true cha~acter ot God, ~he one, "bf whom we have 

acoesa • • • unto the tw,h" (l Tim.. a, .. 4), . the God ot Grs.oe 

who waa :tn Ghrist reconcll1ng the 11orld unto Himself 

(II Cfor. 5 :19). Here was goodntss and love that spared 

not itself I Paul exper1enoed t.hia boun.dlees love ot our 

Be-avenly Father 1n h1s eonve.rs1on and thus oould wi,1 te to 

tl\e Thosaalonianst •Now ottr Lord Jesu• .Ohr1e~ Himself, and 

God, even our rathel', 1th10h hath loved. ue.,· aJ:ld ba~h given 

us everla·sting ooneolat1011 and good hOJ)e through graoe, 

.. 

. 390, w. Quimby, ~ tot .Jl"•ttoQ! (Jew Yol'lt1 xao-
m1ll1an Go. ,· 191µt.), p. 1 3 • · 



oomtort your. hearts, and stablish you 1n e•ery goQd word 

an<.\ wor ;k.11 ( I! These - 2tl6-17). 

Beeause God ' s gl"aoe ~,as supremely man1te,ted !n Obrist 

and re,vaaled t o Paul in . Ch,1'1.at.,. (Gai. 111;5) and beoause it 

1s only in Ohr1at that l-re have aooess to this O:raae,. (!\om .• 

5:2; Eph. 2 :·la ) Paul of~en spQke ~t xtf,,t lc..od as •the 

gra.oe ~r our Lord J e eus C:lhr1st• ; '1' x~;,5 r,rt J("I''~ v 1'...t ~ >' 

(I Ti m. 1: l ti. ). The very :phrase 1 !he graoe or our Lord /eau• 

Christ" denotes a peraona.t re1ationsh1p with Christ, a per­

sonal r ela.t ionahi11 o:r J>aql thfJ redc,er;ied, with the Jledeemer 

and. 0-r~ator who did a:nd oont1nut:!9 to perform his graolous 

work of sal ve,tion. In the very &.ct ot baptism, Paul w11.s 

1neorpora·t ed with Qhrist (Rom. 6.t9-ll). Paul says: "!now 

Je no·t t hat so many or \18 as were b~pti1:-ed unto Jesus .Ohr1at 

ve~e baptized i nto His dea1fht~ (Rom. ,t31)· Paul waa bur­

ied with Him . His old bad selt had .been cruo1f1ed on the 

oross. HfJu!'ied. with Jtlm in bapt.lmn, where.in aleo ye are 

risen w1th Him throt16h the faith ot the operation or God, 

who hath raised Obl:'1st trom dea1'111 (Gol. 2tl2) • Just al 

Pan.l shared 1.n Qhris·t ·•·s death thl'Ough bap1s181l, 110 he also 

shared in the miracle or .~1ei.ng again to a new lite 1D 

OhJ'let. 

8Y th-e same power or graoe t.ha'C Cht1st wae raised 

tl'Om the d.ead,. P·aul 11 , through h1a union with Ghr1at, 

treed from the power o.t deatiJ., that m~llgnant power . whioh 

destroys both body and soul (Bom. d·:10; I Oozt. 15:14 tt. ). 


