
Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis 

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary 

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship 

6-1-1953 

The Meaning of the Epiphany Season of the Church Year The Meaning of the Epiphany Season of the Church Year 

John H. Tietjen 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_tietjen@csl.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv 

 Part of the Practical Theology Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Tietjen, John H., "The Meaning of the Epiphany Season of the Church Year" (1953). Bachelor of Divinity. 
399. 
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/399 

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly 
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized 
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact 
seitzw@csl.edu. 







Te
al
l 

ine 

_ ever since. 276 A& Rone the Yenst was kent ao @ fanst of our Lomi at first, 

25 

those in neef of mercy ani help just as.He once encountered Simeon in the 

Touple. 219 

Tts Adoption vy the Vest 

in Nome thore is no evidence of the Feast of the Presentation of our 

Lord before around 700 A. 1.129 34 vag forsorly believed that the feast was 
introduend in Rone by Pops Colasius I to replace the heathen Lupsrenlia.272 

@hie fe no lonrer consideréd correct, end no commeetion detwaan the 

Imgercalis and the Candlewas procession can be inferred.222 In the statutes 

of Sommatius, Bishop of Kelme (614-631) Candlemis is not inclufed in the 

Ust of fostivels.!23 Im spain it was mot in the Lectionary of Silas 

(0.650); in Paris £t was mot in the Calendar of St. Ganeviews (731-!1).1"* 

Tha foast was introduced in Rome by the Syrian Pope Sergius I (687-701) .125 

Sergius intreduced the procession with which the feast baz been associated 

127 
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bat tha fact tint Sergius ordered the foast praceded by n yanitential 

pracession to tho Liberion Basilies, just as was done on the three great 

festivals of the Blesced Virgin Hary, laid tha foundation for the introduce 

tion of the arian claracter of tho fonst.’° the Galagian Sncrauantery 

glvas the fenst its nev nnao, Parifiqatio, 229 om eighth century Gaul kept 

4t asa fenst of cur Lady.2J° ghe feast spread in the West chiefly fron 

Rone .232 There 4s no mention of the rite of the blessing of caniles, so 

intinately comnestad with today’s feant, before the Sneramantazy of Sorbie 

in the tenth century. At Rome tho rite of candle blessing io first uention- 

od in the Ordo of Boncdict the Canon in the first half of the tvolfth 

century, 252 

Its Subaequent Uistory in the lutheran Charch 

Luther reteined the Feast of Canilems with ite Epistle ami Gospel 

and most cf the Iuthoran Churches followed hig example. ‘he Church Orders 

plece it nnong "dis yohen Haumtfaste dea Herm Christi." and most of then 

Provide o whole day cslebration of the feast. The namen of the feast in 

the Church Oniers ere Lightness, Qafexune Shriath, Praenontationia Christi, 
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ant Byxifiontionia, 133 Tha Candlesas Zoaat appears on the calendars of 

the Iutheron, Anglicen, end. Roman riten. The proners ars identical. 23% 

For the eronara of Candlenas see Chanter Ill. 

  

  

 



CHAPTER 112 

THA RAOPERS OF Ha EPIPHANY SHASON 

History can reveal what tho meaning of a Seaat or season of the Church 

Year Was bean in the rast life of tha church. In thet my bistary, CRN Dro= 

vide & valuable breiground for an unleretanding of the meaning of a feast 

or sennon of the Church Year in the prasent 1ifs of the church. Sut for 

& full unlorataniing of what # feast or eenson meano in the present it is 

necessary to discaver thst meaning by a study of the propers of the feas$ 

oY acason. Tha third chapter undertakes ® study of the propers of the 

Epipheny senson in order to determine just whnt the meaning of tha siviphany 

se2con is in the present life of the church. The chapter dsele first with 

ths prapers of the Feast of Bpiphany, then with the propers of the sonscn 

following tho Feast of Epiphany, and finally with the propers of tho Feast 

of Santleme. 

The Provera of tha Feast of Hniphmazy 

Relation to the Christmas Propers 

Bolphany is closely velated in meaning to Christsas. In fact, both 

feasts axe part of the season known ss Christnastide or the Christmas cyole, 

2 
whioh extends from the beginning of Advent to the Festival of Kpiphany.” In 

AAR atest aR 

Press 
Limther D. Reed, The dathamna Atak phias sealer : 

8.1947), p. ais, Pius Parach, Das Jahr ie oe <a ; 

Zlosternouburg, Wient. Bernina-Verleg, Hew York: Bonsiger 
HAth Sharh, transInted by Resbert Bularsik 

Bota, 1930), vs 195. Mnevey He Shepherd, J¥es es g anarionn Preyer 

Book Gonnontary (New Yorks “Oedond University Press, 1951), 2. 107. 
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the Church Year viewod os « historic] or a chronological year Christeas 

and Epiphany togethar revrasent tha tine of Christ's appearance in this 

world, The two fonts aro preceded by tho Advent season, which represents 

the timo prior to Christ's birth, and are followed by Lent, which representa 

the time of Gurist's minietry climaxing 4n He resurrection, ascansion, 

and camling of the Conforter. Tho Trinity or Pentacost season representa 

the tine of the lifa of the church to the end of the world.” However, it 

is possible to view Chrietmas ani Zplphany not only as the comuenoration 

of Ghriat's aypenranese in time many years ago but also as tho anticipation 

of Hin ayvenrance in glory. ‘hon Christeas and Mplpheny are viewad as 

feasts of Shrist's parousia.) Xpiphany especially lenis itself to the theme 

of wmrousin: 

Beachtean wir, in lateinischen heisst es adventun, 4m Griechisch- 

en epipkanecion. Die volle Erfttilung deo Advents ist aleo dzs 
Fest Enipnnnie, Wenn Veiimachten vielleicht noch stark Icind- 

hoitageschichtlich aingestellt ist (es gibt allerdings auch 
viele onchatologische Stellen), 30 ist mionest ein Parusie- 
fant, wie Brstheinung der Herriichkoit des erossen Gattes 

uni unssres Heilanis Jesus Christus." 

And so, “errivn)" ie tho theme of the Christme-Epiphany season, It is the 

arrival of Christ in tine in anticipation of Hie arrival in glory ani as & 

symbol of the need of His srrival in our hearts.) With this thens in mind 

Upiphany is viewed aa the centm3, climactic fenst of the Chriotmas ayols 

SOE Reie py pee totes raiaD 

2Parsch, Bde, gite, Peo Fe 

3Ipi4., pe FaGe 
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with Christeas ami Unndleass the two plansts 4n the ayole.® 

* Although tho Chriatuzs and Epiphiny feasts are very aimiler in content 

and ptirsuse, there ia nevertholess a difference between the feasta: 

fhe Paast of Mpiphany in the continuation of the mystery of 
Christazs; but 1¢ aspears on the Calendar of the Church with 
ite own anecidl character. Its very name, which signifies 
Hanifeatation, imlies that it celebrates the apparition 
af God to his creatures. 

fhe feast han ite own proper adjest and {ts own clearly defined liturgical 

splenior.® On Ghristuia Chrint was revealed to His own people, the Jowdt 

on Epiphany the Gonfiles ohare in His revelation. And so, it Kis Seon 

stated that Christuas fa tho private family feast of Christendon, while 

Epiphany 4s tho world feast-of the ontholic church.? For this reason 

Epiphany, though related to Ouriatnas, nevertheless initiates « distinct 

advance in the Charon Year's tenching.?0 

Kain taphases 

There are # xunber of theaes which appeor aver anc ovor again in the 

ESRC TNS 

Gi, A. Reimnoid, "Revalusting Hotphany," Onute Exatrea, XX¥ (January, 
1951), 7-75. 

avbo , Tho, Litunelonl Yaut,, translated from the French Wy 
Tauronce es ; apeecty Yeatuinater, Maryland: The Newnan Presa, 

1951), ZIZ, 107.. / 

nal Villeneuve, an Satroduption to the Lituncien) Year, 
ae ee Oeil ee (ow York and Ginelumti: Jrederick 

VPustet Goes 1946), De. 5s. 

SParsch, &2- Gites Pe 7%; 

fini ‘the United 
WPaul Zeller Strodach, soe Gauech Lear (Philadelph 

Publication House, 001924), De OMe 
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Hpipheny propers. One of the mont obvious and inportant is the theme of 

manifestation, fron which the fenst gets its noma.2? The fenat uses & 

historical event out of the childhood of Jesus to reveal Hin to the world 

as the fon of God.!@ no very first words of the Introit, "Behold, the 

Lord, the Ruler, hath como," are a reference to the manifestation of Christ 

toe the wise nen from the East ne their Lord and King. The Collect addresses 

God, "who . » « didst manifest Thine only-begotten Sone" The Epistle ie a 

prophecy of the manifestation of the Messiah to the world. ‘The Greslual 

echoes tho manifastation iden of the Epistle: “the glory of the Lord is 

risen won thee.” It also introduces the manifestation idea in the Gospels 

"We have seon His star in the mast." It is the manifestation of Christ 

not only us Savior end Redeemer but as Lord and Kingt 

fhe entire liturgy of today's Hass treats of the royal 
dignity of Hin who has appeared and revenled Himself. 
Indeed, tha feast of Christmas already stresses this 

dignity. But occesionally it eles pernits us a glimpse 
of the divine Uhild in the manger (Puar axtua eat nabia). 
and the mic of His chara entrances us. Toduy every= 
thing as tho imprint of Christ's kingship and summons 

the entire world to pay homige to Hin.’ 

The emphasia on the glory of Christ's manifestation is nleo present in the 

Proper Preface for Epiphany. 

en 

ridefonsn Schuster, Sha Sxeranentary, tranalated from the Itslian 
by Artimr Levolis-Harks (New York 
MIs Bite, px 107; Strodach, op. olt., pe 61. 

32parsch, aye sit. Pe 79. 

VWonint er, The Shanta she Tesioan dowtuad » translated from 

the mes a foam ee Saint a Se ey legeville, Himesota: Saint 

John’s Abbey Press, 1940), p79 
yartin Be Hsliriegels Ying ani ‘Branches (St. Louis, Missouri: Pio 

Decino Préss; 1948), pe 63s , 
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Traditionally tho theme of manifestation on Bpiptany was illustrated 

by three pictures from the life of Christ: 1). the adoration of the wise 

nen, 2) the baptien of Jesus, 3) Christ's first miracle at the wedding of 

Cam.15 varach!§ points ont that the presentation of these Sllustrations 

is far more vivid in the office of.the fenst than in its Mass. ‘The Haas 

devotes itself almost exclusively to the idea of the Negi, whereas the 

office urcvides 5 thorough and dramatic trentment of all three thomes. he 

Benedictus entiphon, for example, reveals the unity of the threefold nani- 

festation of the foast in = few skillfully blended ploturesi*? 

Thin day hath the Church been joined to her heavenly 
Spouse, for Christ hath cleansed har crines in the 
Joriang with gifts the Magi hasten to the royal 
miptials, and the guests are gladdened with wine 
made fron water, alleluia.18 

Tho thran manifestations are sinllarly blended in tho Nagnificat entinhon 

of Vespors.2? whorear tha threefold illustration of the manifestation is 

Still present in the propers for the office, the propers for the mss of 

the fonat deal only with the visit of the Magi,"° and that is the feast’s 

  

1 . oe Pe Gueranger, G2- Gite, Pe 120; Enaric Lavrence, 

Phe I i nish Gumee sali at P Proas, 1950), p-. 6%. 

165 pr Broviart Renladnad. translated from the German by 

Willian Vuagden ant’ One * carl: ar (s * Missouri 3B. Haier Book Coe, 

1952), pe 251. 

UDB. pe 254. 

" edited by Honks of St. John's Abbey (Third edition; 

Collereville, ee hn Liturgieal Presa, 19+), pe ZMH 

“Provech, Sn Beatlary Hatlekuads v~ 25% Yor the Antiphon see A 
Short Beaviary, p= 3 

20rarach, The Breviary Balesauls P- 251s. 

  

a
o
l
 

  
a
 

ee 

 


