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Noth1ng tul'ther was aa1d on the aubJeot ot bll'th oon-, 
tJtOl in Angl1can wr1t1np 1m111 the tlu of the Laabeth con-

terenca of 1930. 

I wrote to tho Arohb1aho.!) ot Oantar'blu7, Mr. Fisher at 

Lambeth Palaoe :t'or the vie~• ot h1a oburob~ My request vae 

turned over to the Rev. Canon H. o. \fa.mer, the Eduoat1on 

8aoretary ot "The Chur9h ot ~land Koral l:leltan Couno11 -

the Ohui-oh's Couno1l_toi- Sex, Marriage and the Jl'am1ly.• ln 

h1a letter or July 9, 1952 (letter in Jr/ poaaeaa1on), he 

aa1d: 

I think you may be 1ntereete4 1n aeaing the enolo•e4 
booklet: •'.l'he 'l'bl'eahold ot MU'1'1ap, • ••e.tt1ng out the 
thztea views held among the' d1tfeNnt members v1th1D 
t~e Church or England. The Churoh, as auoh, haa neTer 
come down on the·a1c1e ot one or the other on these 
three points and, ae you trill aee, the Lube'tb Contel'­
ence - vh1oh doea Qot speak ottlo1all.y tor the Church 
or England - gave 1ta oVJJ v1eva 1n 19,0.2 

Following are the three T1ewa ot the Oh1arob ot Englaa4 

under the heading, 'Family Planning and Bll'th Oontr.ol:• 

1. Chr1at1ana are 1neYltabi7 taoe4v1th moral. pro'bl.ema 
about wh1oh there 1a a ctltteNnoe ot oplnlon even 8.IIIODg 
themselTea. In 1uoh •ttera e&Oh 11118, uolde. u aeema 
right to h1a own oonaolenoe, attei- pltlng the beat ad­
v1ca and 1ntoJ.1111&t1on that he oa.n. Birth oontrol la one 
of these problems and moat urr1e4 oouple1 haYe ta oon­
a1der their att1tu4e towal"cla lt. 

2. There is a general agnement that lt le .right to 
11m1 t the a1ze :or tbe tan\117 when the .nll-be1nS ot 
the rnother or ohllclNn c1811&11c18 lt. It �1 % � a}?Gut the 
method ot cto1ng thia that op1rdoila 41tter. Sou �C�h�r�1 % �-
t1ana hold that to abata1D fl'O• 1nteroour~• tor••· long 
aa neoaaaa17 1a the onlt right VB'I• �. �o�t�h�e�r % � 1188 what �l % � 
called. the iaate period,• though Nll7 dootora th1Dk th1a 

2Letter from R. a. warner, Jul.7 9, 19.,2• 
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qu1 ta unrel1able. '!he method of vlthdl'&lfal before 1n­
teroouraa 1a oomplete, apol.la the aot tor both huaballcl 
and w1te, and 1n any oaae orten tail■ to prevent con­
ception. 

,. _It 1a on the ua~ ot arl1t1o1al oontraoept1vea that 
disagreement 1a abal'peat·. There are, apeak1ng general­
ly, three d~tterent po~ta ot v1n: 

A. 
'l'he use ot oontraceptiv,s 1a alwqa wrong, a1noe 1t 
1mpoaea 11m1tat1on upon intercourse auoh aa to alter 
the ne.ture ot the aot. '.l'hoae who hold th1a v1ev allow 
that the use ot the •aafe per1od1 la a leglt1mate maan• 
ot birth control, a1noe it 1nvolvea no 1nterrerenoe v1th 
the sex act ltaelt; aaed 1a depoa1te4 vheN it can 
reach tha womb, even though there la no egg-cell pNaent 
to be tert111zed. What 1■ ml pen1aa1'bl.e (they aay) 1.s 
to make the aot of 1ntaroovae something less than 1t 
1s by nature. 

a. 
'l'ba.t expreaaed b7 the Lambeth Oonfe:Nnoe or 1930 ( the .,, 
aeaerably ot all the B1ahopa ot the Angl1oan Oh'IU"oh 
throughout the world) 1n the following,. raaolutlo~ 
(carried by 19) votes to 67) • 1WheN there 1• a olear-
17 relt moral obl1gat1on to llmlt or aTold parenthood, 
the method muat be cleo1de4 on Chrlat1an prlno1plea. 
'!'he pr1ma17 and obY10UB method 1a complete ab8t1neno• 
fron1 intercourse ( aa tar aa 1118.J' be neoaaear,) 1D a 11'fe 
or d1aoipl1ne all'd aelt-aontrol lived ln the power or 
-the Holy 8p1r1t. Nevertheleaa in those oases where 
there 1s such a olearly-telt moral dbligat1on to 11m1t 
or avoid parenthood, and where there 1• mora.117 ilound 
:reason tor avoiding oomolele abatinenoa, the Conte:renae 
~ees tba.t other mfthoda may be uae4, provld.ed that 
this 1a done 1n the 11ght· ot the aame L"brlat1an pr1n­
c1"Dles. ·'l'he. Conference reaol"d.a lta ,strong oondemnallon 
or~ ,;he UEJe. ot .ipl1' athocla· of o~noeption-oontrol ~m 
methods o.f aal:f1ahhaaa, lWN1"7 or mere oonvenienae." 

. . o. . 
'l'bat the use of oontraa•pt1Te■ la normal 1n eV•l'f. 
tert1le marr1ag~, ao that -■band and vite 111aJ" con­
tinue to expreJa iand deepen. the1l" love bJ. ••xual 1D­
taroourse ~van at ~Jmea. wh~n th•~ '10 not intend to 
oonoe1ve ~ther ohll4. t-tan ( it 1• aa14) la alwqa 
"1ntel'fer1ni with nature• tor ·h1a own J'Nl'PO&ea; an4, 
V1aely used, aoritraaep1;1Yea allow• tuller and richer 
married lite tban 1• poasl'bl• vit~out tllem, at leaat 
tor ·the maJor1tJ ot oouple■• 'l'b-.re 1a, therefore, not 
only no ,aoral Na■on againal thti1r uae.1 'blll a po•1t1Ye 
oaae 1n be1r taToUI'. All Chr1at1ana are 1n ooaap1,te agree•nl there 18 no 
Jual11'1aation tor the use ot oontraoept~v•• 

w 
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(l) tor purely aelt1ah mot1yea, or 1n the attempt to 
avoid proper and·neoea1a17 aelt oontl'Oli 

(2) to avoid parenthood altogether, · 
( '3) outa1de ID8l'l'1ap, wh1oh 1a ent1N~ d1tteNnl · 

trom their uae bJ huaband and v1te. Interoourae outa14e 
marr1a.ge whether a.on traoeptiTea are uaed or not 1 18 
against tho teaching ot Ohl'1at. 

What should a man1e4 oouple 4o7 ·xou IIIIQ' teel lt 
right to aak the adv1oe ot a pr1eet or Chr1at1an dootor 
or a trusted tr1end. In the end no one can make the 
deo1s1on tor you; you muat do that youaelvea. lt you · 
really want to do the righ'ti tll1ng, and not Juat the 
easiest thing, and it you aak God to ~de your choloe, 
you may be quite BUN He vlil. · 

It mq be helpful to add a note about the uae of oon­
tracept1~ea 1n early marriage. So man, oouplaa have to 
start married l1te on aomeboc1J' .alae•a home - with •1n­
laws" very otten - that th1a is a bum1ng queat1on. ~• 
1t bat ter to poatpone the tlrat b1.'b7 until you are 
living on your own - or earning more money, 

Th1s again 1a a matter vh1oh eaoh oouple must deo14e 
tor themselves. But theN are other cona1derat1ona 
which they should bear· 1n m1nd and wl\loh vill help 
them to choose v11al1. 

(1) Ma117 couples t1n4 that to uae oontraoept1vea at 
the beg1nn1ng ot their m,µ-riM9 detract■ fl'Om the 
plea.sure ot 1nteroourae l)y apo111ng the natural apon­
tane1ty ot their love-malr.1.ng. 

(2) If there 1a any phya1aal detect whioh meane that 
you oa.nnot have o'bildren, the use ot aontracept1vea 
w1ll prevent 7ou trom t1n41ng thla oul and having it 
treated. 'l''be sooner auoh .treatment begin■ the more 
l1kely 1t 1a ~o be auooeaetu:i. 

( :H It 1a dangel'ouall eu7 tor a o~l• vho deo1de 
not to have oh1ldren tor a t1me, to get • uae4 to a 
h1gher standard ot 11TJ.ng and more ~•~• to So about 
together, than the7 oo~d ever bave onae ·theJ became 
parent a, that theJ put ott atart1DS a tam1l.J year attar 
year and sometime■ 4eo1de 1n the end not to Have ohll4-
ren ~t all Hot onlJ 1a tbil wrong 1n 1taelt,. bUt 1t 
means they•delQ' the•eivea some of the greatest Joya 
man and women oan haTe. .. -t• r It 1a aomet111188 aa14 tb&t hua'b&Qd and v1.a. e are .,., i: 
t -1ttec1. to be pa-rent• -lf ti..e1 · haff a lhOrt P::1~:., -~l-
montha or a year - in vh1oh to settle c1oVII to ta.oe 
nesa or 11v1ng topther wsr• ,~, haft allO t oh114-
the r~•p~n•ll111tlea ~~ ~;::•0;t0:;;!~ 0::S,1ea, 
ren. Whether or not tu.1oa t t oatpone the 
1n moat case• lt 11 oei-ta11117 beat not t:SP!IWlbaD4 an4 
f1rat baby unl••• the ot:rouutano•• 0 tlie cleolde not 
wlte make 1 t 1111!)el'llt'lve totbdO ,•:; .. !! ..... 1 lo rev1ev tbe11' 
to have a oh11d at · onoe, en ., ..-



• 

21 

deo1a1on at least onoe eve17 year. The ann1ver1a17 ot 
the wedding 1a a'good t1ae to 4o 1t.3 

!he Un1te4 Ohuroh ·ot Ouada 

'1'he General Oouno11 ot the Un1tad Ohm-oh ot Oana4& ap­

proved a statement on 1'l'ha Meaning and ·Reaponalb111t1ea of 

. Obr1at1an Marriage" 1~ .19l2.. In part t~a statement ·aa1d: 
' . 

The Ohu:t'Ch believe• that the h1gheilt valuaa can never 
be attained 1n the pvau1t ,:,t aelttah aaae and pl•aaura 
at the coat ot a ohlldleaa hoile •••• Nor oan the 
Ohuroh censure the renuno1at1on ot parenthood when 1t 
is- raaaonabl.7 oartatn that urj, ott.pl'1ng ot the 11&1"191age 
w111 be 1n the form or a atunted hwu.nit7 -,ad a 1Nrc1ali 
to soo1ety. Many a mother, ·whose ilt.rength ha• alrea.cly 
been seriously depleted by the· demanda ot a rfN)i~y-i-e­
ourr1ng matern1ty· expar1enoe1 t1nda her oont1Jlua4 m1n• 
1atry, her health, and-perbapa her 11.te· lilpar1le4 ahould 
another a1m1lar exper1enae become lDllllnenl. 81111 other■ 
are perplexed about the1zw abll.1 t7· ,to "nder h1pat ••J'­
v1oe to the oh114ren alreadi' born to them should the 
numba:r and trequeno1 ot .b1rtba ba aubJeot to aap:nae 
or random ahanoa.4 · 

Th1s ohuroh boa, bel1ev:ea 'that parenthood 1ho11ld not be 

left uo to 1nat1not or aoo14ent but that 1111boUlcl be a mat-- . 
ter ot oonso1enoe - a oo~a14e~4 Judp~nt 1-8•4 on the reoog-

111 t1on- ot all ot the taota and ot' the oblifat1ona inherent 

in a a1tuat1on;S 

:,.ma, 'i'J!;raahold ·It ffNTi!'f, pub~1•he4 t~r the Ohuroh :r 
England Moral Welfare couno.1Londb.n: Ghvob Bouse, Dean • 
Yal'd, 1949) 1 pp. ~6 tt. . 

4vo-taa; fmehd~ publ!a1',e4 W. the Board or Ev.an-

fel1am and. sooia1 aenloe ot the Un1te4 ObUl'oh o_t C~ 
'l'orooto; · Board of Eungellam and 8001&1 Ben~o•, 193 > • 

snm . 
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Contraoept1voa Are det1n1telJ a:pproved 1:t" th1a ohuroh 

1n the tollow1ng statement: 

lfe t1nd substantial unan1m1t7 1n the T01oaa of the maJor 
bod1ea ot ChJ:tlstendom and or Javt7 att11'1111ng that there 
1s no rel~g1oua ,obl~ga.t1on to haft 1nte:roourae onl.J' 
when no preoaut1on 1a taken qa1nat Naul.ting conaep­
t1on; but, on the oontl'U7',· marital 1nteroour■e bl"1qa 
its otm contribution to Ohr1at1an·l1fa when it 1a 
def1n1tely divorced from the quest of parenthoo4.6 

In 1936 the Board ot Evangelia■ and Soo1al Se:n1oe of 

the Un1 tr.d Oh.uroh oa.me tort,ard 1d. th the tollov1ng reoo•­

mandat1on: 

In view or the tacts and oonsl4el'O.t1ona here aubm1tte4 
we rocomr.:end tho General Couno11 to reoord 1 ta Qproval 
of the este.bl1a~ent of Voluntu,- Parenthood Cl1n1oa · 
under publ1o control and aupa1'1"1■1on aoool'41ng ·to 
standards and ragulat1ona preaor1bil4 'tiJ the P~v1no1al 
Depa:rtmenta or Publ1o·Health, these resulat1ona to be 
dratm up 1n the lt.gbt ot expe:r1men1iaI •'fork al:re&CJJ 4one 
in Ce.na.d& and or more permanent en1:ei,,naes oonduote4 
1n other oountr1ea.7 

Although the present u1ter wrote to the Board of EYan­

gel1am and Soo1al SerYioe of. the Unlte4 Ohuroh ot Canada be 

baa not been able to get &1171:hlng more ,4e,ftn11:e on· the atan4 

or this ohurdh than the •t•te•nta quoted abOYe. 'lhe rapoz-t: 
"' •. 

on th1a ohu:ro!J,'a Colllllla11on on Ch~1at1an Marrlage and ·Ohr1•-

t1an Rome, however, leave■ 1;he 1mprea■1on tbat a oon•o1en1:1oua 



23 

uae ot oontracept1vea 1n ll&l'r1qe 18 mora117 right.a 

'Iha Federal Oouno11 ot CJIIJmahe■ 

In 1931 the P'a4eNJ. Co\lfto11•~ 0011111.tte, on Nal'Jllap and 

Rome dealt with the matter ot birth oontn;l. 'l'he ooaitlee 

vaa ot the oonv1ct1on that both~ uae ot .oontraaeP.t1Ye■ 

and abstinence to:r longer ~r shorter per1o4a of t1me &Pe to 

be oona1dered toma ot b1l'th oontrol.9 

A maJo:r1ty ot this oommltt,e held that b,r oa:retul and 

reatra1ned use ot oontraoept1vea 'bJ" m&J'Jl1e4 oouple• it la 

morally right.10 

They t ake this poa1t1on be~uae the7 believe that lt 
1 s lir,90:rtant to p:ro~14e tor ,Ille prop~r •pao1ag o'f 
oh1ld:ren, the oontr.ol ot t~ 11ze ot tlllll117, and_the 
!,rotect1on ot mother■ and ah114Nn; and beoauee 1nte!'­
oou:rsP. between the mate,, wheil 8¥1 evi"e■■ion of the1r 
ap1r1tuol. union and atteat1on, 1a ~-• ln 1taelt. 
The7 are ot the opinion that abatlnenae within aar­
J'lage, e,rc.ept tor the few, aannot be relled upon to 
meet these pl'Oblema, and, un48r ol"CU.nar7 oonc11t1on■ 1■ 
not dee1rable in itaelt. 

But they ·cannot lean thla atate•nt without tuzwt:her. 
oomment. 'l'he7 feel obliged to point out that pre■ent 
knowledge ot b1rth oontrol 1• 1noollJ)lete, Jlll4 tbal an 
element ot unoel"la1n'711 al~hough it 1• aall, atll1 re-

&e,~ff 9.t lJ!I 0omm1aa1on m ~ -Ben11D ABA 
Phl1,,at1anU!Yl pub111he4 b,r 1lbe ~1Yans•l1■a and 
Sooial Sen1oe 'and !be Board ot Chrlatian l4uoat1on ot the 
United Church ot Cana4a ('l'orontoa 'l'he Board ot EYangel1•• 
and Sooial. senloe and the Board ot Qhr1■t1an B4uoat1on. 
1946,), Mlfigi. . . 

9.M9.mi A'apegta !d. B1g:tb 9PP!'fil J.ll U,S, pub11ahe4 1'r 
the Coiiiiifitee on Marriage and tbe 01111 ot the l'e4eral Coun­
oU or the · chfll"obe■ of em,s.8t 1n Aller1oa (Rew York& re­
Pr1ntecl by the J>l,anne4 Parenthood Pederat1on o'f Allerlaa Ino. , 
n.d.), p. 4. 

lOJsU., P• 5. 
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ma1na. More aer1oua 1a tbs taot that .:11 ••~ ue 
aa yet more or leas aubJect 1:9 peraonal taotore tor 
the1r attect1venesa. !lamed oouplea aboul.4 keep lheatt 
taota 1n $d and veloqme obll(bl•n• llho\114 the7 00•.11. 

'l'b.e oomm1ttee••· ·m1nor1t1 bal1eve,e tbat •autt1q1ent 

■treee hns no1; been .l~d upon thf 1de~1~1i1o ohuao,er ot 

the teachings of' .Jeaua oono~l'l)1ng 11"1'1'~~ and 1ta o'bllp­

tlona. •12 The m1nor1t, atated tba1r v1•• aa tollovaa . . . . 

In view o~ the v1daaprea4 cloubt ·•ns OhriatiaD· paople 
. or the moral.1ty ot the uatt ot oontnoept1'f••• and tbe 
aoruplea szper1enaa4-.,, ~I.•• or tbam, 1~ appea.ra 
to tnase members of the'aolllllttee to be the plala 411t7 
ot the Chr1at1an oll~roh, vb.en · o.ontl'Ol t,t . csonoeptloli la 
neoesaa17 to uphoid the 1laiidard ot a'ba1'2inenoe aa. '118 
1deal, rooogniz1ng_1t l!-8 a ooµna"~ ot pel'feo1:1on, an4 
that Ohr1at1M morals &N muoh ~OJ-8 ezalted. tban .sen­
erall7 supposed. But 1ihe7 would :poillt out that the 
graoe ot God_ 10 auttlo1ant tor tboae ·~ho AN oonaoioua 
of ~ dittioult and h1gh vooat·1on; and 1:ba1r ve baTe u 
7et but touohad the trlmeli of ·ap1r,1td&I pov~r vbioh 
1a all about ua like Godia g1tt or a1r ancl aunah1ne. 
Those who at\V'9ntul'e an4 trlla'C al'9 Nvaie414, an4 the7 
know the Joy an4 strength vh1ob aoooap&n7 al~ v1olorlea 
of the sp1r1t. 

The method of a.betlner,.ae 1• tha~to~ lo be used b 
meet oon41t1ons and aituat1ona 1n vh1oh othel'lf1•• oon­
tmcept1vea voul4 be neoea■U"I'• fhl■ doe■ not ■ND 
that••~ relat1ona between marr1e4 people ·u an .ex­
pnaa1on o't mutual atteot1on al'e Vl'OD8, •'they~ to 
bo dan1ed.'Vhen oh1lclbe&r1ng 1a bu~oua to tbe ••1:1-
belng ot the 11otber pr ohll4 or the houa~olcl. Tba.11 
thla 1s poss1bl.e la ahown b,r the large nuaber ot UD­
marr1ed peo,Pla who lead ahaate 11Yea, &114 bJ tbe nua-

. ber ot m.ari-led couple■ vbo praotioe aelt-!ontrol at 
all t1maa and abat1nenoe when neoe■■A.17•1 

llnu. 

l21sa4!' , P!' . 6. 

1,iw., pp. 6-7. 
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'l'he Oonpega.1:1onal and Ohr1at1all CJlmliohe• 

In 1931 the General Oouno11 of Oonsr,p~1onal and 

Om-1at1an Ohurahea endol'fle4 t!Je •Jor.1tr rapel'I of the Com­

mittee on Marriage and the Ro1J18 ot the re4el'al. Oounoll of 

Ohuzeohea ot Obrist 1n Amer1oa, 1aaue4 on Ila.rob 21, 19-:,1.14 

the following resolution was added& 

We believe ln- the ld•al ot mai+s.age aa the oomplete 
un1on or one man and one wo111111, vho, tonaklng all 
others, give themaelYe■ vboll.J unto eaob other. 'l'h1• 
ideal, we are aonY1noed, oamsot be ziaa11sed-v1tbout 
mutuality and freedom realllt1ng fro■ p!IJ■S:oal an4 
a·p1r1tual oneness. We belle•• 1n the r1ght ot obilcll'en 
to be wanted and the r1ght ot huabanda and. w1Yea to aa­
aume parenthood. 'l'heNttoN, we tavor 1ihe prinolple or 
voluntary ohild-bear1ns,. belleYlng that 11 •aoramental­
lzea pbJelaal union an4.1ateguardll the wll-'belng of 
the famllJ and aoo1etJ■"-' 

!he Un1Yeraallat■ 

'l'he Unlveraal1at Genal'al C~nTent1on of 1929_ paeaed on 

the 00111111 ttee • a report . oonoe1'111DS blrlh control-. !be ao•-

m1 ttee waa of the op1n1on that the passage ot 1:118 Ooutook · 

lava bJ c~ngreaa and twen'7-tour 11:atea 8l'9V out of oontualon 

ot oontraaeptlon with abol'llon and o•o•n• praatloea. 'l'heae 

lava threw •·•dloal aalenae• «mcl •obaaenl-• lnt~ one '1ll.-

oona1dered proh1b111on.•16 . 

. 
l4T'W4A 10 
~!', P• • 

l.5111a4• 
1,11". 
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!he repol't went on to aq: 

'l'hla oommlttee f1nd1t that birth oontl'Ol la one ot the 
moat praot1oa'ble meana ot raoe bettel'llent and there-
by recommends: • 

l. That th1a Oon•ent1on urge the 1-uate repeal ot 
auoh federal and elate law aa 1nteittere with the pre­
aor1pt1on or oontraoeptlon b,r J)h7a1o1ane; an4 

2. That where legal barrier■ do not ex1at, aoolal.17 
minded persons be urged to eatablii• 1n eTery center 
ot population ol1n1oa where, thoae-nee41ng lt _,. re­
ceive oontraoeptive a4T1·ae uncler medical aupenialon.17 

The Amer1oan Un1tar1an Asaoo1at1on 

In 1930 the Amer1oan Un1tu-lan Aaaoo1at1on ac1ople4 'the 

tallowing resolution: 

Reao1yed. That ~he Amerio.., Un1tar1an Asaoo1&t1on re­
c:om11YJnde to 1te. oonatJt11ent ohvohea •4 ■em'bera an 
earnest oonsideratlon of' the tund.amelital aoclal., eoon­
om1o and eugen1o _impo~anoe ot ti1rth oontrol to the end 
that they mq support all reaaonabl.e etto:rta 1n thalr 
oommun1t1~1 tor the proaot1on of the bll'th control 
movement.16 

In 1929, the Oentral Conference ot .Amar10d Rabbis 

passed this r.eaolutlon: 

M1n4ful. of the noble traclltlon o'bta1il1111 among tbe 
Jev1ah people vlth re•pe-ot to the· bollu•• and the 
oruc1a1 ' 1mportanoe ot ·4omeat10 relatlona; bUt rea11z1ag 
at the same t1u ·11he man, ae:rloua d11■ oauae4 b7 un­
oontrolled parenthood among thqae who laok the prereod 
qula1tea of he~th ._an4 a 1'8a&onable uaaure ot eoon ° 
reaouroea and 1ntelligena~ to gin to their oh114Nn the 
ber1tMtl to vbioh thej &N ent1tle4J 

We., · the Oentral OonteJ'!enae ot the Amerioan Rabb1a, 
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urge the reoognl t1.on ot th, 1llpo11anoe of the oontztol 
of parenthood aa one of the methocle of oop1ng v1th 
aoo1al problema.19 

'1'h.e Lutheran OhUl'Oh .ot s.-c1en 

The Lutheran b1ahop1 ••nt an ep1109pa1 letter to tlle 

Lu1:heran clergy or Sweden oonoern1ng Tarlou■ probl.eu of aez 

oont'ront1ng the Swed1ab people. '1'he follov1ng 1■ a quota­

tion or one of the two pm-agraphe on qont:raoept1Tea: 

There 1s something Wl'Ong ln 11111' a,.rrlage where the 
oouple are b1olog1eally nomal but want no oh114Nn. 
Yet oh1ldren are not the sole pm-poae or marriage. 
Above a1l, marriage 11 alpltiloant beoauae 1 t e■tab-
l1ahea a t1rm and genuine te11-.nhlp between aan and , 
woman. Sexual 1ntaraourae belween .man and w1te oan be 
a complete expreaa1on of 1:~• tallowah1p though un­
usual condit! ona mq IIMlke naoeaaa17 an aTolclanoe ot 
conception. Serloualy aone~ere4 th1a a11Nat1on aoea 
lead us to concede that under oeda1n olroumatanoea 
oontracept1Tea mq be perm1tte4. 

'l'he Amerloan Lutheran Oonterenae 

The Comm1aa1on on S001&1 Relatlona of. the Amerloan 

Lutheran Conterenoe, aubm1tte4 a atateaent on 'Planned Parent­

hood" to the American Lutheran. ConteNDoe 1n lt• oollnntlon 

ot 1952. !he aonvent1on referred the. atate■ent to 1t• tln 

member church bod1ea tor at~ prior to the nezt oonTent1on. 

The statement, .1n pa~, rew: .. 
Believing t1J'mly 1n ,~ power of the p:rlnolplea of loTe, 

l9DlA,. 

20 •Sveum Eplaaopal Letter on Bez Pro'bl•••• • 9eAPen!te 
'!heolog1oal ~ontN,z

1 
XXIII (June, 1952), 454. 



28 

ot freedom, and of al81f&Nabip to gu14e the aot1ona or 
Ohr1st1an men and wo•n 1n whoa clnlla the· aanotif71ng 
Sp11'1t ot the Living Goel the Co111111a■1on- on Soo1al. Re­
lations ot the Amer1oan Lutheran Oonterenoe expnaaea 
the following gu1d1ng pr1nolplea oonoemlllg the plann4 w .. 
ot paztenthood. -• 

1. A C:hr1at1an huaban~. and v1te Jm~• that ohUdl'en aN 
the natul'al and desirable trilit of their •rr1age 1n 
tul.t11lment ot God1 e aonuaancl, !Jltt. trulttul and mul.tlplJ'. • 

2, Eveey child bom into the voi-14 ahould be a vante4 
oh1ld. 'l'o be unwanted by 1ta pa.Nnta la a tate ■ore 
oZ'Uel to the oh1lcl than l ta poTel'IJ, low aoolal atancl-
1ng, or near~ any other handlcap. 

). Married couples have the freedom ao to plan and order 
their- sexual relatlona that each oh114 bom· to their 
union w111 be wanted ·both tor-1taelt and 1n the re­
lation to the time· ot lta birth. How tbe• 001Q:>lea uae 
th1a freedom can prope:rl, be Judged not bf •n 'bllt onl7 
b;y God. . 

4. The meana vh1oh a married pair uaaa to determine the 
nwnber and spa.c1ng or the bir,~ ot theiP oh1lc1ren are 
matters tor them to deo1de with ,heir own conao1enoa1, 
on the basis ot competent medical a4T1oe and 111 a sense 
o'f acoountab111 ty to 094. . 
s. No· moral mer1 t or clamel'l1: oan be altaobecl to 8111' or 
the medically approTe4 ■ethoda of controlling the number 
and apac1ng of oh114ren. Whether the mane uaed be 
those labeled •natunl' or •art.tt1o1al1 la ot tar lea• 
1mportanoe than the aplrlt 1n vh1oh theae ■eana are uae4. 

6. Oont1nenoe 1n the maff1age ralat1onllh1p, when 1t• 
sole purpose 1a the aeltlah aTo14anoe ot pi"egnan~y, 1a 
equally wrong aa 1a the uae ot oon1iraoept1on toward 
this same selfish goal. An oTerabundallt ~roduotl(!n or 
obUdren without rea11atlo re~ ·to the N•n•1ti1llt1e• 
1nvolTed mq be aaaintul and aelt'la~ aa 1• the ooaplete 
aTo1dance ot parenthood. · 

?. Undue delq 1n begliuwli tbelr t~ll••i or too p-eail 
an interval between b1i-thll1 vlll be reoogn ••4 'b7 the 
Ohr1at1an married pail- as wav1•• tor~ reuona. The 
Ohl'iatlan married 00~ 8 alao wlll :realize the talae­
neaa ot ua1ng eoonomio and other materla11atlo exou.,aea 
u the aole reaaon tor 11mlt1ng their aaoeptanoe or _ 


