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presa1on and cr1s1a, wheri men•a 1111.nda were dlapoaed t;o e.xpeot 

calamity and were anx1oua to avert; 11;.28 

Suap1o1on baa been oaat upon the aooount also beoauae tile 

.outw~ o1{9ls of moui-n1ng, the aa.okoloth and aahea, resemble 

ao ologel.y those customs wh1oh wen praotlaed 1n Iaraal. 

But 

these outwa.1-d slgna ot moum1ng are for the moat pa.rt 
the common hu:1~U1 expreasiona of deep sorrow of hemwt, 
and are tound 111 the ga,me or a1m1lar tol'lllil among all 
nat1ons ot' ant1qu1ty.Zj' 

Even the one :t'ea.tura which la peculiar to the IIIQUl'Dlllg o'f 

Nineveh, that the cattle alao hlld to take part - vhlah »r. 
JJewei-o!!.lls hur.iorous - 1s 1n acool'd v1th· an Aaiatio ouatom.3° 

Nineveh's 'l'Opentance ~as not 1n tam. Ood took note of 

its deeds of' mourning, and d.1T_1ne mercy wo.a qulokl.1 a.roused. 

Sor1pture sta.tes: "He ~lented of t~e evil whloh Be aa1c1 He 

voUl.d do and cl eo1dad not to do 1 t. 11 Thia 1a. an ar,thropopath-

1oal statement. God e.otad ae 1t He repented, aa :1t Re ohanpcl 

His mind w1th regard to tUneveh .and spared ·that w1oke4 01t7. 

N1neveh1s repentance waa not a thorough oonvera1on to 

God; it made 11ttle lasting �l�m�p�r�e % �a�l�o�n� ~n Aaayrla'• national 

111'e, but 1t did show at ieaat a aueaept1b11111J o1i the pa-I 

ot the popuiaoe tor ,he Wor.d o'I GoG; an4 their wlll1nglleae to 
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turn and forsake their evil and v1oke4 va,a, ao that docl, 

aaool'ding to H1a great meroy, could extend H1a graae to the■ 

as a consequence. God Always aota thua. He not onl7 tor­

g1vcta the convez-ted rr.an, who la.ya aalrle 'h1a a1n, wt He l1aa 

mercy also upon the ~en1tent 1fho conteaaea and moums over 

b1a· sin, and is v1111ng to amend.ll 

Cr1t1oa have pointed out that there 1a no not1oe 1n the 

1nsor1pt1ons 01" this "repentanoe• or or an, ahange 1n tba 

polythe1st1c worship of the R1nev1tea. But 1t should be 

noted that the record.a ot th1a pezalod are unueually meager 

n.nd 1nd1c~t e a condition of 4epreaa1on, tam1ne and pol1t1oal 

weakneas , a nationa.l situation wh1oh seldom, 1t eve:r, 1a 

mentioned in oriental 1neor1pt1ona. Aaaynan monument• or­

dinsi-117 l"rtcord wn.ra a.nd natlono.1. vorka, but not 1!10N1 re­

i'ormations such as took place aa a reau11J ot Jonah'• m1aa1on. 

When the :9rophet recognized. that Jehovab had to:rg1ven 

Nineveh, instead of reJo1o1ng over the taot, be vae greatl7 

dlapleaaed and Yer, angrJ. j •t !I ) .~ l 11 t was eYil tor 

Jonah, a gNat nu,• 1.e., . 1t 'f8Xed and 1m.tatea ht■• Hot 

merely did 1 t d1aplaase hllll, o1:herw1ae 7'/' ! !/- !:I l .: P~­

bably woul<l have been ueed. Ria Yent1an then grew into 

anger, i j 1 7T 1 • 'l'hla 1a what he ba4 teared vben he vaa 
. - . 

at111 o.1; home, that God :utght Nlent, 1t lllleftb repented. 

It vaa tor 1;h1a reason that he bad tla4 vben the Lord'• aoa-
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mand aarae to him the t1rat t111e. He knev 11he oharaoter or 
God, that the Lord threa11aned _ 1n order to arouse a1nner• to · 

repentanoe. He knei-1 tbat God would torg1Ye HineYeh, 1t the 

wicked c1t~, turned from lta eYll. And be had. no desire to be 

the messenger who was to vtim them ot deall"IIOt1on and thua 

become the means of aav lng them. 

Various rensone haYe bean g1Tan tor Jonah'• Yexatlon 

and anger: 1. Loss ot personal preat1ge, lf R1DeTeh vare not 

dastro7ed; 2. Zeal. tor the honor or God, whose power mlgbt be 
. . 

questioned among tho heathen if Jonah's t~raat were untul-

tllled; '.). The prophet saw 1n the oonnra1on ot the Gentile• 

a token of the ruin ot Israel, vho Nm&11lad 111pen1tenti "-• A 

mistaken pat:r1ot1am, whloh could not enclure to eaa Ood1a ur-

07 extended to tho heathen, who had opposed Iarul and voUld 

oppreaa them even more 1n the· tuture. fh1s latter po1DI 

aeema to otter the moat plaua1bl.e reason tor Jonah'• anger. 

Luther observes: "Ba was honlla to the o1'1 ot .Nineveh and 

at1ll held a Jev1ah and carnal view ot 0o4.•32 

In his Uaappo1ntment o~er Iba taot that 11neTeb bac1. 

been spared, he v1abea he weN clead and Pl'lll'• JehoTah to tab 

h1a 11te from b1m. One 1a heN re111114ecl ot a •11111111' ~•r 

ot El1Jah 1n 1 K1nga 19 :4, though theN 1a a clltterenoe 1a 
the •-1:ate . ot mlnd ot the wo prophete. Bl.1Jah v1ahe4 tor 

death beoauae ot the appaNnt 1'&11111'9 of Id.■ labOra lo brlllg 
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Iarael back to God. .Jonah, on the other hand, had baoou 

weary of 11fe, because Ood had not oarr1ad out Ria tbre(lt■ 

aga1nat Nineveh, but had spa.red the cl t1. 

Jonab1 s anger was moat unreaaon&ble. ln Te.rae 4 ot 

ohapter 4 the proJ>het 1s represented as . aelt-v1l~a4, preJu­

d1oed and prone to exaggerate. JehoTah, theNfora, 1nqu1r~4 

of' h1m: 111s your anger Justly k1Ddlecl,t1 file prophet aholild 

rethink the attitude he was taking. He ahould g1Ye thought 

to the impropriety or h1a reaeJJtmenl. 

· Then Jonah went out of Nineveh to a place eut ot the 

o1t7. There he made h1mselt a hut, and aa1: down under it 1n 

the shade, t1ll ho saw what would happen to the o1tJ. !bare 

haa been mueh d1souas1on concem1DR the t1me when Jonall left 
" r.. ., I 

Nineveh. Some commentators rep.1'11 ~ ! .. . as a plvperteo1i . 
and translate the olauae: "Jonah had gone out ot the o1t7. • 

Out there• 1s nothing 1n the HebNw text to 1n41oate that . 

Jonah left Nineveh before the tony clqa bad elapsed. 'l'hia 

has led some aohole.s-a to conolucle tbat thfl,propbal nma1Ded . 
in Nineveh to~ the torty dqa, bu.t vhan nothing ooo~ to 

1nd1o·ate the 1mmed1ate and epeed1' daatruot1on of tile oity, 

and Jonah vae reproved by JebOTab v1tb th.a worda: •Art tllou 

Juatly angry?' the prophet aeeud to have clJia1fD the oonolualon 

t~at J\ldgment hod. only been poatpone4 and m1gbl still bUNI .. . 
upon the o1 ty, 1t s:ta repentan.ae proYe4 lo 'be 1mperteot an4 



te1uporary. :3'.3 

Jonah is shown the unreaaonablenoaa of h1a atlU;u4e an4 

the Justice of Jahovah•a by an obJaot leaaon. God appo11ited 
• :t • 

a J 1 q P, to grow up ove:r Jonah aa a ahac1e oTer h1a 

head, "to praser9e him from h1a ev11. 11 'i'he 1 j 'j"P. waa 

probably the r1c1nua or oaator 011 INe, vh1oh ha■ large 

leaves, an'd whoso growth 1a rap14, clevelopi,ng to a cona14ar­

able height 1n a Ve1"',V few dqs. In- the cue ot Jonah, Go4 

caused th1s ahrub to grow up with m1raouloua rap1d1 t,, to 

auoh a. height that it oaat a shade upon Jonah1 a .hea41 deliv­

ering h1m tro111 h1o evil. The evil apoan ot hen 1a not the 

burning heat of the· sun, mt h1a vexation and d1alR)o1Dtmnt. 

The prophet reJo1oed exaee41ngly at tha mlraouloua growth ot 

the shrub, 11becauee he probabl7 aav theNln a elgn ot the 

goodneas of God and of the d1Y1ne approval of hla 1Dtent1on 

to va1t tor the ·deat1'11Ct1on ot Nineveh. ,'4 Dr. Bever g1vea 

h1a op1n1on 1n the words·: Jonah reJo1ae4 

over 1ta aha.de, but also over the tNa 1taelf whloh grew 
so ra_oidl7. Vy. 10-11 1nd1cale tbat he above4 not 
merely selfish Joy bllt real 1ntereat 1n 11. Alld Ihle 
bJ turning h1a s.ttention awa:, from tbe o1t7 to thll]I 
111:raculous olant, Yahweh he.a Jonah tro11 hla b&4 hwao\11' 
and t1lled his heart with ciel1pt.l5 . 

33llla4., p. 413 • . Also J>eane, &• Jl.&1•, P• 79. 
34xe11:. sm,. _qU.; P• 415. 

'.3SJ1111ue A. Bever, ~A Or1t1oal an4 hegetloal COJ1118Dt~ 
on Jonah.• !hi. ln:t•£Da.t;1ona1 AftttrJ-.a,eR!en <••• toril. 
Charles Sor1bnar•a Bona, o.1912, P• • 
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But h1a Joy was br1et. With the r1a1ng ot the dawn of 

.the VBl"Y next d.q, Jehovah ordaNd a vom to attaok and klll 

the tree, so that 1t soon withered awa,; and,.vhen_the am 

arose, He appointed a acorohir18, ault1"J eaat 'ltind, 11ihe muoh­

dreaded s1rocc'? v1tb 1ts oppreas1Ye and e:dlauatlng heat and 

4ust. 11
'
6 J) :, ~ I 7 zr ' trora -Ji. 1 V: ' ·•to be 11Uent •• 

'.fhe sultry eaat wind and the aUII, am1t1ng upon Jonab1a 

head, 1ntena1f'1ed his phys1oal . and mental d1atreaa. $xha,uate4 

by the terrible heat, he tn.1nted. Aga1n· he baoame trettul ·an4 

1rntable and 1-:iahed himself «ead. lba Pu:Lpit Qom9ntN7 

note,; th9.t h1s wish tor death aroae fi,om hie now aeaurecl , 

0011v1ot1on that God I s meroy vaa extended to the heathen. 

From the audden :w1 thei-1q or the goUl'd 'he oonolU4e4 tha.11 Ju 

was not to remain there anct -see the aoaompllahmen'C ot h1• 

v1ahes, and 1n hie 1ntoleranoe he would ftLthel' d1a than aee 

ti 1n·eveh converted .and aaved. "J? 

But God anawered Jonah, aa 1n Yerae 4, bJ' 1Dqu1r1ng 

whether he thought b1a anger waa Ju■t1f.1e4. JehoYab then 

directed the prophet's attention to the 1noona1alenq 1111:o 

which he had 'fallen. B'S tel t oompaaaioa tor the m1raoul.ou 

tree that had withered, but be 111UJ1111111'9d. aga•a•t God baoaue 

Ue bad oompaaa1on upon the great o1t~ ot IU.neab wltb Use 

~ '11ouaanda ot 11v1ns be1ilga ancl IP&l'.94 tJMJ oit7 tor De 

36iw. 

)?Deane, q. .911. , P• 81. 
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. sake ot these souls, many ot lfhom were ohlldl"en, vi.th no 

oonoaption of right o:r wrong. It Jonah tel't p1t1' tor a 

uo:rthleas shrub, 1:1h1ch he neither planted, no:r tended, nor 

caused to grow, shal.l God not have ~1t1 on tho orea'f;urea whoa 

He has 111t1.de, and spn:re the 01t1 ot 111ne'Yeh7 Jonah had no 

answer tor this qut1at1on. Aa Luther atate■: •Re vu obl1ge4 

1io keep s1lenoe, defeated, aa 1t were, bJ' hie ovn aen1ienoe. 11 

Raving accompl1shed its purpose, the atol'J enc18 abrllpt~. 

Jonah and the Israel1teo have been g1ven an 1na1gbt into the 

true no.turo of the oompaaaioJ\ of the Lol'd, wh1oh embraces 

all nations uith equal love. 

Aftar a close examination ot the nanat1ve, we note that 

it contains no d11'6ot reference to t~e ctate .ot oompoa11ion, 

nor doe a 1 t yield clear h1ator1col data bJ vhioh the t1aie ot 

autboreh1p can be aaoerta1necl v1th an7 degree ot exaomeaa. 

The propheoy does, however, oontain -vorda and !Jbra&ea -. 

wh1oh both 11 berala and oonaenat1Yea seek to ea1iabl1eb • 

~e~~~~~. ~n~l~~~~~~ 

Mean1fh1le, we shall tvn our at,etat1on to the aeooncl 

paa~age 1n th~ Old '1'eata11ent 1n which theN 1■ a Nferenoe to 

Jonah, namely, 2 JC1ng1 1/J.:25 tt. 'lh11 1eot1on ot Sor1pture 

br1nga ua the adcled 1ntormat1on tbat du:riDg the reign ot 

Jeroboam II 1n Iarael there 11ve4 a prophet lfhoae name ·t,u . . . , . 

Jonah, the eon ot Am1tta1. He vaa bom at ~tb-Bepher 1D the 

tr1be of Zebulon, wh1oh, aocol'd1nl to Jao■e, vu located to 

the north of Ba.zareth en the l'Oa4 'betvnD Sepphol'la an4 
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!1ber1as. Oonoem1ng h1s pl"OJ)het1o aot1v1t1ea mention 1a 

ma<J,e of tha f'.aat that he foretold that Jeroboam would auccae4 

1n h1a conquest against the Smana and would restore tbe 

ano1ent boundaries ot the k1ngdom. . 

Most scholars, both liberal and oonsei.,-at1ve, are re~ 

to gn.nt that the Jonah spoken of 1n, 2 Ktnga 14:25 and 1n tbe 

pl'Ophec7 wh1ch bears the· same name, are 1d.ent1oal, although 

a few, such as E1asteldt, al'8 not v1111ng to concede even 

that. 

The greatest disagreement, ~WeYt'I', oenten about 1ihe 

question whether cl'onah, the -eon of Am1tta1, 1s the author of 

the book which bears h1a name. 9p1n1on todlq 18 d1v1de4 l~to 

two schools of' thought, the liberal and the oonserYa1i1Ye. 

We ahal.1 consider these op1n1ona aeparatelJ. 



... 

THE OPINION OF CONSmYATIVE SCHOLARSHIP 

'l'he 1naJor1 t1 of those who 1uay be olaaalt1e4 as oonaer-. . . 

vat1va arQ ot the op1n1on that Jonah, the son ot Amlttai» who 

la refe!'l'"ed to 1n 2 K1nga 14:25 t. as pl'Opheo11ng at the tillle 

ot Jeroboam, 1a not only the hero but also the. ~uthor ot the . 

prophet1o wr1 tlng wh1ah bears the name of J onab. in aup.P.ol"t 

ot the.1,r--,oa1t1on they present the tollov1-.g arguments: 

0e title ot the book l.ntioate■ fllat Jonah - -

author. In l:l the :prophecy begins with the_ tam111ar for­

mula: ICThe ,ro:rd ot 1rhe Lord oame unto Jonah, the SOD ot 

As:t1tta, _aa_y1~g. 11 Th1a la the aame title and authant~oat1oa_ 

vh1ch 1D ~aed 1n auah other ·propb.at1o books &a Hosea, 1-iloahe 

Zaphan1ah and Zaohar1ah, 1 vho~e aut,borahip 1a not cl1apute4. 

'l'h1a t1tle came to be regard.94 a.1 a to'l'lllllJ,& 111p171n1 a.uthOr:­

ablp •. 2 

2. It haa been the unltol'lll tncUt1on ot the Jev1a'b an4 

0hr1at1an ~hu:rob that Jonah h1118elt wrote the ht.ator, ot hi■ 

m1a&1Qn to IU.neveh. 3 It 1ffl8 on 1ihe strength ot tb1• bel1et 

1:s:. B. l'u1a1, ,DI. HWlr P£9nheff • ·A oc,,nsuz (Grand 
~P1d8, Mich.: Baker' BoOklfouse:i 0), X, 3 :,. 

2L. l'uerm-iQges-, IgtE9dugt1on U lbi. 9JI. Ji•!MIU (st. 
Loula: Conoordia Publ1~ng Rouae. Prlnl, 192$:, P• 99. 

3JJ4Q.. 
r 

. 1 
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that the book waa placed 1.Dto the Hebrew Can~n, among the 

pro-obet1o W1'1t1ngs. ·Betore a book vaa adm1t,tect ·1nto the 

Canon the Old Testament churoh 1n11ated on moving 1 ta author.­

Di-. Pusey states: 

Ho books wero a.dm1 tted 8JIICHl8 the prophets but thoae wh1'oh 
the arranger or the O~on bellrfl4 (1f th1a wae the vol'k 
ot the great a:,nagog) oz- ( it 1t · •was the worlt or Ezra) · 
Jsn,a to ha.Te been wi-1tten by persona oalle4 to the pro-
:ohet1c off 1ae. 4 . • · 

To t his Keil adds th1a thought·: 

The Boolt ot Jonah resemble■, 1n .oontent:a and to:rm, the 
narratives ~t the pl'Opheta ,1n the lda:torS;aal hoolta o~ 
the Old Teetament ••• It oonta1na no proph,tlo ~:rda con­
cerning Nineveh, but relat.ea in •.impla prose th, send­
ing ot J ono.h to that 01t1 to toretell ita deatruo~lon. •·• 
If' then, notw1 thatand1ng_ this,. the·. COl!IJ)1lera of t~ · 
cnnon have placed the book among the m1rior pi-opheta, 
th1a can only have be~n 'because the7 were f~~ aon­
v1nced that the ?rqphet:- Jonab. Ha& tlie aut.,o:r.~ 

Nor did Jesus o.nd the a.poatlea onoe question the poa1t1on 

ot' th• Jev1&h church aa to the authonh1p ot Jonah. On the 

contrary, the Savior aoo,ptecl the HebteV Canon aa it ez1ate4 

·1n Hie day• oeli1ng it •the 'lav or Mose,·, the Prophete., an4 

the Paalma.•6 Dr. P1eper expreaaea lt in th••• word.II: 

For the scr1ptµrea o~ ~he Old featament ve ha~• tu 
teat1mo117 of ·the Jeviah Ohuroh ant or Ohi-1at and Bl• 
Apostiea. Ohrtatian tlleologiane ot all agee are r:light 
in aay1ng: It the Jeva ·had been mletaken a.a to their 
oanon or had tala1t1acl l ·t ·, Chriat would not ~v• so 

4
Puae7-, &• ~- , P.• 3?3• 

'5Cai-1 F Kell •'fbe· ''l'welu Minor Prophet■,' B.lbllpall, 
tommegtan: sm, ,b iJia !J!aa-tfll!PI .(<JP.an~ Bap14a, Mlab.: Wm. 

• Eerctmana. Plibl1ali1ng Ooaip$117, 1949), I, ,SO. 

'L-~ 241~ 
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unoond~t1onall.7 and w1thout 11mitat1on po1nte4 to the 
Sor1pture in the han.ds ot the Jen and aa■erte4 their 
1nv1olab1l1ty, o.a He does, e.g. 1n the vol'C1.a: •'!ha1 
ha'f'e Moses end the Prophets; let them hear them• (Luke 
16:29); "All things nst be t'lllfllled ~hioh were 111'1tten 
1p the · l a tr of Mose a, ·and 1n the Prophet•• and 1n the 
Paalm·s, ooncern1ng t,(e" (Luke 24:44); •saaroh the Sar1p• 
t112'es; tor 1n them re th1nlt 1e hnTa eternal. lite, and 
the:, e.re they wh1oh testify of Me• (Jobn 5;39); •'l'he 
Sox-1pture ce.nnot be broken• (John 10:35). '!'here 1a, 
hol-1ever, no h1ator1oal w1tneaa tor the Apocrypha of the 
Old 'l'eatament. Neither the J1v1ah Oh'lll'Oh nor C!lriat 
recognized then, 3.S canonical.;/ 

On the strength of such teat1mon, the autho1'8h1p of 

Jonah baa not been questioned by the Christian Churoh until 

recent t1mas, when h1gher cr1t1o1a■, otten lts challenge ~o 

the traditional viewpoint resard1ng Jonah. 

3. The order 1n wh1oh the prophet1o vr1t1nga are to~ 

1n the Hebrew Canon also g1Yea some aupport to·th, taol that 

the ancient church oons1dered the h1ator1oal Jonah to haw 

bae11 the author of the book. Geo.rge A. Bm11h, a l1bel'&l 

or-1t1c, concetles that the book ot Jonah vaa plaoed vith the 

earq prophets because that la where oomp11era thought 11i •­

longed, namely, a'f,; the t1me ot ~• and Hosea. 
8 

Dr. P-uae, 

be11evea that the order of the •tvalTe• waa pi-oba.blJ, tor tu 

most pal"t, an order of t1ma.9 Dr. le11 qual1t1e■ th1• •---

7:rrano1a Pieper Qbr1i11:1an Do'P.=t191 (at. Lou1a, Mo. a 
Conoorc\1a Pu-i1ah1ng

1
Houae, 1950).~330. 

80eors~ ~- sm1tit, DI. IV.I st .lhl :rx,1v frePMS• (Re­
Tlaed ed1t1o~i New Xo:rk and London: Harper• B.rolller&, 0

•
4

• > • 
il: 1 6. 

9 
Puaey, 21l• ~-• !'• 10. 
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what by st~tlng that the a1"l'allgement ot Iha twelve 1a ohron­

olog1oal. only to this extent that 

the pJto!)hets ot the pre-Aaayr1an and Aaeyztlan t1mea 
(Hosea to No.hum) are plaoad t1rat, aa be1ftg the el.U'­
l1est; then follow· those ot the Chalclean pazt1o4 (Habak­
kuk and Zephc'JJ\~ah) , and laatly, the aeries la cloaed ,_ 
the three prophets 11.tter the oapt1v1tJ (Haggai. 2echa­
r1ah and Xs.l&chi.J.0 

Jerome advanced the theor1 that 

tha pro9heta, 1n whose booka the 1i1me 1a not 1ndloate4 
·1n the t1 tle, p:rophea1ecl under the aame klnga aa the 
prophets, whose books precede theirs wlth 1ibe date or 
the compoa1t1on 1naerte4.ll 

'1'h1s may not be •on a good tra41t1onal baala• lNt lt doea 

1nd1cato that Jerome conaldereci ·Jonah'• propheq to have been 

oonte1nporaneous ,11th .Amos and Hosea. · 

~. The nature ot Jonah1a propbeor ha1rled oonaanatlve 

aaholars to the conclusion that Jonah waa the author. !lle 

book describes the propb~t with a vo~•t1 ot character ae­
teots, unvortiv of a 1118D ot God. Re 1a abovn to ba b1gote4, 

preJud1oed, seltiah, d1aobecUent to Go41a -apeo1t1o oolllllall~• 

Nor doea the w:r1ter make aa7 attempt to otter- an explanatlcm 

or exouae tor hls actions. When one oona1cle1'8 the poa1Uon 

ot respect and authority wh1oh a prophet of the Moat H1gb oo­

oup1ecl 1n those 4q8 , one vou14 bard:li1 expeot a Jnlah writer 

~o ezpoae to publ1o new the weaJme•••~ and talltnga of a 111111 

ot God as 1a done 1n the book ot Jonah, unleaa lb writer 

lOKe1Ie D.• .111•• P• ·2. 
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were the prophet himself, hufflbly conteaa1ng h1a own taul.ta 

before God :md 1r.an, and teaoh1ng h1a i;,eople a great leaaon.12 

It was oharaoter1st1o ot the pl'Ophota, aa Dr. Puee7 etat••• 

that these men ot God, wh11e i-11'1.ting the tb1nga of Oo4, "htld 

a God-given 1nd1fterence how the7 themselves would be thought 

ot by men. They related, w1 th the same holr unconoarn. tbe1r 

pra1so or their blame. 013 While an un1nap1red wr1ter, no 

doubt, would have brought out the relieving points ot Jonah'• 

character n.nd would not have left h~m l71DJ under Oo41a 1'8-

proot at tho cl ose of' the narrative,. Jonah, on the other band, 

records the plain truth about h1maelt aa St. Matthew 1n hla 

Gospel relates his own deaert1on ot the Lord among the 

apoetlea , nr like st. Mark, under the d1reot1on ot 811 • .Pater, 

relates the unfortunate tall ot the great apostle. 

s. '!'he psal1n of 'thankag1v1ng, l'8COl'dec:\ 1n Jonah 2,. beara 

the stamp ot genuineness. The vivid and graph1a e:gpreaa1ona 

the.t ap])ear throughout the p~alm augges~ at onoe tb&t ~re 1a 

a record or real exper1enoee, as told. bJ an e,av1tneaa. 

'l'herEt are a. number of orlglnal expreas1ona auoh aa, •I went 

down to the cutting ott ot the mo~ta1Da, • •the sea-weed · 

bound around my head, 11 •the earth. 1 ta ban around me "tor-

-12 .• J D ..... Boo~ ot Jonah • lllh• Pu),p11; ,cggan-'. • eane, -.&,-,1,1a . • • .:MUI, .... t - ( 0Nn4 .tan., B. D. M. Spence and Joseph s. bell, •- ora 
lip14a, Mioh.; lfm. B. BerdrUII• Pub11ab1DI Oompanr, 1950), 
XIV, 6. 

13Puae7, R.Jl• Jill• , P• ,,,.. 


