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CHAPTER I
IHNTRODUCTION

In the January 1951 isesue of Thaolory, = journal which
promotes Christlan knowledge, ¥Walton Eannah nublished an
article entitled, "Should 2 Christisn be a Freemason?"l In,
Hannah, who i3 a canon in the Angliocen Church in England,
ves wmuch perturbed by ebusss in the Anglican Church, espsc-
lally by the lngress of Freemessonry into his church, His
erticle in Theology was an attempt to bring eome of these
abuses to light,

then Mr, Hanneh nublished hls article he did not
reclize that he would arouse controveray of far-resching
congequences. Many memberse of the Church of England were
ewekened to the infilltration of Frsemasons into thelr ranks.
The clergy itself became divided on the lssue. The British
press aleo took up the debate, The preses opensd ite pages
to readers to express thelr views. Peonle from all over the
world wrote, som2 in support and przise of lir. Hannsh's
article in Theology. othere in violent opposition %o 1%,
This caused Canon Hannah to desl with the question of Free-

mesonry more fully in a book entitled, Darknees Visible.2

lyalton Hannsh, Darkness Viaible (London: Augustine
PMSB, 1952), Pe 5. :

2Ibid.
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As the controversy grew it was forced into the Con-
vooation at Canterbury. EHere 1% wes side-stepped. It was
debated before the Church Assembly in June 1951, but the
debate confined itnelf to irrelevant metters. The reason
for this was that the iseune was %oo delicate. Too many
prominent church digniteries were invelved., Too meny |
Hesonle clergymon were determined to stor such an investigae-
tion. A% the present time the whole issue has developed
into a stalemate.

Aes to the future relationship of the Church of England
to Freemasonry the writér agrees with Mr. Hannoh's obser-

vation in Darkneass Vieible:

The foct thet no sdequate or convineing reply has yet
been made to the theological objections to the Craf't
either in the columns of the Church press (inecluding
Theology), in my personal correspondence, or in the
Church Assembly debate in June 1951 (which body was
not in any oase competent to deal with theological
issue), has strengthened my conviotlon that soonsr or
later the Church of Znglend, if she 1s %o presexve
the integrity of her Christian witness, will have to
face the issue and modify, or least define, her
cttitude to Freemasonry.

Sinece this controversy has caused suoh a etlr in ZEngland,
particularly in the Anglican Church, it probably will have
1ts repercuscions on churches hers in the United States. The
wrlter believes that since the churches belonging to The
National Council of Churches of Christ in Amerlca comprise
the majority of Protestant churches in the United States and

ginge the National Counecil of Churches numbers more people

3;9_1,_«:;.. p‘é. 5 £,
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3
than any single religlous body in Amne:-:u:a.,‘F these churchss
espeolally will probably have to deal with the lodge problem.
Therefore, I believed it worthwhile to investigate the sit-

uation.

Vhen some years ago many Protestant churches organized
the Hlational Counclil of Churches, the lodge cuestion was not
an lasue for membership in this Council. To many of these
churches the lodge presents no problsm. They are non-
comrittal in thelr attltude., Dr. Samuel lHoOrea Oavert,
General Secretary of the Natlonal Council of Churches,
desoribing the Hational Counoil of. Churches, writes:

The genius of the Councll is to foster a2 united
Christian fellowship which will express itself in
every phase of the life and work of the Churches, The
Councll has no authority over the dencminations and is
in no sense a superorganization but through its repreo-
sentative choraoter and its demceratic »rooesses it
draws the churches together in a family group in which
they reinforce esch other and coordinete their effoxris,
1% gonserves freedom end diversity, with no thought of
dlgtation or enforsed uniformity, while at the same
time seocuring needed unity of action.

He furthermore writes:

All churches which share the basic falth in Jesus
Christ ae Divine Lord and Saviour are eligible %o
membsrship. Into detalles of doctrine the Councll does
' not enter but stands upon tha common ground of historie
Christian faith and conviction held by the Churches

bsamuel Cavert "Introducing the National Councll of

Churches®, 1951 Edlitlon rbook o Agag;g% Churghes
edited by'George Ketohem (New Yor?} Natio Oouno:ll’nf
Churches of Christ in the Unlted States of Americs, 1951),
p- 2.

JIbid., De 3o
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that comorise 11:.6

Thereofore thess ohurches are not asiked to express their.

posltion on the lodge when they avply for membership in the
National Counell of Churches. In a letter to the authon,
Dr, Oavert writes, "the question of attitude toward lodges
is not one which is involved in membership in the Hational
Council."?

These churches are therefore not now concerned aboutb
the lodge question. - But they will be when they are awakened
to tho inroads secret Lfraternzl sosieties have mads into
their ranks Just as the churgh of England was swakened by
lire Hannah. The purvoae of this study, then, is to chow the
poaition of the chmrches helonging to the National Council
of Churchss on the lodge queetion. To each statement of
pocition I em adding o brief history and statistical report
of the respective church since this informetion may in parts
reflect the position on the lodge quaé‘hion which the several
churches take.

In my effort to deal with the guestion ralsed by this
thesiz I discovered no documentary material was availsble,
Therefore, with the exception of the three Lutheran Churches
balonging to the National Council of Churches whose position

61p3d., D. 2.
7lotter to the author dated lMaroh 2, 1953.
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5
on the lodge ig documented,8 the guthor wrote to the secre-
tary or some prominent officiel of each group belonging to
the Natlonal Council of Churches asking for the position of
their church with reference to secret fraternal organizae-
tions. .

Originally I mailed only twenty-seven letters. In
some instances I found it necessary to mail a follow-up
letter; sometimes I was referred to another church dignitary.
A total of ninety-three letters were sent out to represent-
atives of these church groups asking for their position on
the lodge question.

The response to the inquiries was surprlisingly good.
Most of the individuals addressed seemed happy to state
their position and those who were slow in answering seemed
to have valid excuses. Of the original twenty-seven letters
sent out, replies were received from twenty-six of the men
addressed. The position regarding the lodge of this last
church body was obtained by writing to one of the clergy of
this group. |

8paul M Bretseher, "To Join or Not To Join", The
Lutheran Witnegs, 1¥X (July 10, 1951).



CHAPTER II

THE POSITION OF THE
CONSTITUENT MNEMBERS OF THE
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

1. Africen Hethodist Episcopel Church:

This is "the largest of the Hegro Hethodist seets'l and
"the second largest Methodist group in the United Btates,"2
In 1816 this body withdrew from the Methodisgt
Episcopal Ohurch, whife, and organized a church for
the colored, the white ococoperating, There were and
there are today no doetrinal differences, the splrit
being a.ral endeavor to solve the cuestion of race pre=-
Judiae. :
"Both doctrine and polity follow that of other Methedlist
bodies. ¥
The letest statistiocas show that this group has 5,878

churches with e membership of 1,166,301.5

lfimer T. Clark gm% 1 sgggg In Am (Revised
editlion; New York: ﬁb%%don— okesbury Press, 1949), p. 66.

2Frank 5. Meed ' gﬁgmmgng in the
United States (Wew York en a%vi e: Abingdon-Cokesbury

Press, s Do 13k,

3J. L. Reve, Qhurches Bects of (Bur-
lington, Iowas ihe Luthem%%itemry Board, 1940}, p. 428.
bread, log. alt.

_5a11. statistics given throughout this study have been

taken from the ;2;2 L xem99§ of pmerican MP 8
edited by Benson Y. %%nmeﬂ York: National Oounoil of
crmrehgs of Ohrist in the United Btates of Ameriea, 1952),
PP. 235.ff.
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As to thelr position on the lodge question, Bishop 8.
L. Greene, president of the Uouncil of Bishops of the
African liethodist Eplscopel Church, wrote in s letter to
the authors
The Afriean liethodist Episcopel COhurch endorses no
fraternsl or political organ.tza.tion as such, but une

cualifiedly encourages our megbars who desire to do
. 80 to become members of them.

2. Afrlcan Hethodlist Episcopal Zion:

This Church is "the seocond largest of Negro Methodist
seots, "7 “an independent body having withdrawn from John
Street Methodlst Church of New York City in 1796,"8 ®feeling
themgelves oppressed by caste prejudice and suffering the
deprivation of Church privileges permitied to others."d
UTheir first Churoch they named Zlon and this congregation
was the nucleus of the African Hethodist Episaopal Church, 10
UIn dootrine and polity they are in accord with the Hethodist
Episcopel Church."'ll Latest stetistics show there are 728,150
nenbers pelong!.ng to 3,090 churches.

6retter to the author dated November 29, 1952.

70lark, op. git., p. 67.

81952 Edition Yearbook of g__mg_r_ig_g__n Ghurches, p. 66.
Burl:lxg:g%oﬁ; ﬁggsm'rﬁe%m ngmfafgzgft;?néoa.

10K1oteche, loc. oit.

1lynited States Depa.rtment of Commerce, Bureau of the

Census. ag;;g;g;§ %ﬁ (Vashington: United States
Printing Office, 1941), II, 13196,

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIERARY
CORNCORDIA SEMONARY



8
Regarding thelr lodge position V. J. Walls, Presiding
Blphop of the Distriot, in a letter to the author, wrote:
There 1s no reetrioction in our church on secret
gocleties and no sentiment against them. The ministers
themselvee belong to them. They preach thelr sermons
and furniseh their churches for anniversaries and they

hold office in them. iany of them consider themeselves
fortunete to be members of s secret sooclety.

3. Arerioan Baptlet Convention:

YFormerly knovn as the Northern Baptist Convention"1i3
fthis group was formed in 1950 to have one national organ-
ization whioh would carry on a unified plan of misslonary
work,"1% By and large the Northern members represented in
thie group are more liberal in thought and theology than
those in the Southern Baptiat Convention. Gestures at re-
union have heen mads but are still unsuccessful.

The local church is still the basic and highly indepen-

dent unit of American Baptiast government and administra-

tion., In matters of falth every Baptist church of the
convention speaks for itself, but_there are certaln

Beptist dootrines held in common.

In the American Bgptist Convention there are 6,706 churches
and 1,554,304 members,

Regarding thelr lodge position, Reuben E. Nelson,

General Secretary, writes:

121.51'.1;91- to the author dated November 26, 1952.
13&@&@@591%@%. p. 16.
1Myeaa, ov. git., D 28. '

151pid.
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Our American Baptist Convention has never taken any
action concerning seoret orders. By the nature of

our orgenlzation we are simply the cooperative agency
for Baptlset congregations who are altogether inde-
pendent in thelr church polity on these matters. The
attitude concerning secret orders therefore varies
from church to church. A number of our pastors take
the attitude that twentieth century life is so orowded
with organization and asctivity there is no time for
secret orders.

Lk, Augustana Evangelical Lutheran:

"This body was organized originally by the Swedes who
settled along the Delaware River."l7 UBut another and a
much stronger lmmigrant stream began to flow into this
country from Sweden in the forties of the last century."18

Men of the Augustana Synod, together with American,
German, Norweglan, and Danish Lutherans, organized the
Synod of Northern Illinois in the fall of 1851. In
this body all of these worked together until 1860, when
the Swedes and Norweglane withdrew and organized the
Scandanavian Lutheran Augustana Synod of North America.
In 1870 there ocourred the friendly withdrawal of the
Norweglan section for the purpose of organizing the
Norwegian lutheran Conference. In 1894 the word
"Scandanavian' was dropped from the neme, which thence-
forth became the Evangelical Lutheran Augustana Synog
of North America, or, in brief, the Augustana Synod.l?

In 1930 this group Joined in the organization of the American

Lutheran Confersnce, a federation of five Lutheren bodies.

161etter to the author dated November 26, 1952.
17Mead, op. oit., P. 117.
18re1smious Bodies: 1936, II, 881.

194. Phelan, New Handbook of All De tions (Seventh
revision; Haahviile, Tenn.: Gokes%%i?y Press, 1933), pp. 163 f.
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UThe synod is the center of zuthority."20 Thera are 465,062
members belongling to their 1,121 churches.

The Augustona Evangelical Lutheran Church declerss in
1tstgonst%tution (zdooted 1928, Chapter IV article II,
Beotion 2):

The greatest care shsll be exercised in order that
no person lacking the proper quallfication be ordained
to the ministry or retained in that office. It is
especlally stipulated that no psrson who belongs to or
Joins eny secret organlzation or socizty of unbelievers
ngil bglreceived or reteined in the ministerial
0. CBe.

5. Church of the Braethren

The Congervative Dunkers or as they c¢all themselves,
the Church of the Brethren, constitute the main branch
of the Dunkers, They uphold the prineciple of non-
conformity to the world but do not enforce 1t as
rigorously as wee done in earlier times.22
They came to Amerioce in 1719 enticed by the free lands
offered by William Penn. In their earllest days at German-
town they printed the first Germsn Bible in imericz and began
%o circulate the first Americen religious magazine. "The
polity of the church corresponds more nearly to the Pres-
byterian than to any other specific ecolesiastical form."23

As to doctrine, they are "in general terms « . . classified

20Religlous Bodies: 1936, II, 882.

21paul M. Bretscher, "To Join or Not To Join", The
Lutheran Witness, IXX (July 2k, 1951), 2h2.

22(lotsche, op. olt., p. 338.
23Relipious Bodles: 1936, op. oit., I, 276.
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as orthodox Trinitarisns,®2l "They have no other oreed than
the New Taatamanf and hold to the principles of non-violence,
' temperance, and the expression of religién through the good
1ife.'25 Thisg group has 186,358 members and 1,030 churches.
Grace Hollinger, Administrative Assistant to Norman J.
Baugher, General Secretary of the Church of ths Brsthran,
writes, regarding their position on lodges:
The officlal position of the Church of the Brethren is
in opposition to seoret fraternal organizations. inutes
of 1%s annual Conference from 1604 to 1903 relates to
various aspects of this matter. No officlal action has
been taken since 1903 until last year when a committee
was appointed to “relate the Church of the Brethren

interpretation of the New Testament teachlng as 1t
relates to secret orders or osth-bound societies, 26

6. Colored Methodist Episcopal Ohurchs:

In doctrine and polity this Church is in complsete
hsrmony with the Methodlst Epilscopal Church South. #This
organization was formed in Jackson, Tenn. in 1870427 Nat the
reqﬁeat of 1te Negro members"28 becsuse of the slave issue.
Today there are 2,869 Colored lMethodist Eplscopal Churches
and 392,167 members in the United States.

On the lodge question Mrs, A. P. Allen, Assistant to

Zl*Na:ve, op. git., p. 527.

251952 Eaition Yearbook of American Churches, p. 24.
26retter to the author dated November 27, 1952.
27Neve, on. glt., p. 429.

28¢1ark, log. oit.
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Progident W. A. Bell, Searetary of ths Colored Hethodist
Epircopal Chursh, wrote me; “The Colored Hethodlet Episcopal
Chureh hize no rogulation forbidding 1%s msmbars o join
gaoret fraternal organizatione,'2

7¢ Congrozational Chriatian Churches of the U.E.b.¢

The Gongraaatiénaiitn 1ikewice have enjoyed un!.fi.oaa-

flon with ¥wo bhodiea; That with the Fvangelicel

ané in 1931 vith the Chrietisn Gueancdd o o
Thia unien Yhas deen thorousidy dsnmoerstic leaving both fres
t0o continue thelir own forme of worshin ond cach with its own
polity and dootrine.'3L WA mepger with the Svangelicel and
HeTornod hes been under considoration ainoce 1944432 ¥7pe
position of the 'Chrisgtiana! weg extrezly broasd, Tho prace-
tice of the Congregationists had becone quite similar,®33
f“gongregational polity, unlike presdbyterian or eplecopael
nolity permlic of easy change'.“f’l’ They have 5,620 ciurches
and 1,251,477 nenbers.

Douglas Horton, Minister of the Ganeral Council, writes

29Letter to the author dated December 4, 1952.
J0wai11sem Swoet, The B of Religion In 4 (Now

York: Harpor and Brﬁthers%nshern, 1939% De 590,
31?598.’\'}.' ane gik. s Do 68e

32Mc| Pe 67.
3Meve s DR 8iLe, Do 501.

34y, Paul Willioms, Hhal suprloens _uﬁﬂa and Hou Ihoy
Horahin zuw Yorks Ka!_t:'mrs and Brothers, 1952), P. 222.
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'_ of their position on the lodge, "Our church has never taken
any position with regerd to sscret fraternal organizations.®35

" 8, Danish Evangelical Lutheren Church in America:

This body wes organized in 1872 by missionaries from
Denmerk under the name, Kirkeling Missionsforening. In
1894 3000 members withdrew to unite with what i@ now the
United Evengelical m.tggre.n Church but 5000 remained to
form the present body.

In dootrine the church mskes no attempt 2t forming new
standarde, but ls in entire conformlty with the Lutheran
Church of Denmark."3? Only recently they have changed their
neme to the Amerlcan Evangelical Lutheran Church., This group
hes eighty-two churches and 19,899 members.

Regerding their position on the lodge Faul M. Bretscher,
in hig article, "To Join or Not to Join," writes:

From a letter received from the Rev. Holger G. Nlelsen,

gecretary of the Danieh Evangelical Lutheran Church of

America, I draw the inference that also this Lutheran

group 1s in theory opposed to secret oath~-bound organi-

zations but, for historical ressons, 1s exper%enoing
difficulty putting ite theory into practice.J

9. The Evangelicel and Reformed Churoh:

The Evangelical and Reformsd Church is the product of a
union established at Cleveland, Ohio, on June 26, 1934,
between two bodies of Swlss an& German baokgroun& with
baglc egresments in dootrine, polity and culture-the

35Le£tar to the author dated January 21, 1953.
361952 Eaition Yearbook of American Ghurches, p. 59.
37Religious Bodies: 1936, II, 993.

38Bretscher, loc. oit.
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Evangellical Synod of North America and the Reformed
Church in the United States.3Y

#The union vas unique in that it left all detalls to be ad-
Justed after the union." 0 uBoth churches wers German
Oslvinistic* W®, ., . church polity is modified Presbyterian."’i

In 194¢ the OCongrsgationsl Christisn Churches and the
Evangeliecsel and Reformed church were stending ot the
eltar ready for union vhen the process was halted by
court actioE brought by a minority within the Congrega-
tion group.*2 ;

Regarding thelr lodge position W. H. Kerschner, Seorec-
tary, vrites:

I o not know what the attitude of the Evangellical
8ynod of North America wes before its merger with the
Reformed Church in the United States. As a life-long
member of the lastter group I know that no action was
ever taken by them in opposition to secret fraternal
organizations, Also since the merger in 193k there has
been no leglslation pro or eon upon that subject. I am
sure that thf.s ig a true summary of the sltuation past
ond present.’t3

10, Evangelical United Brethren Church:

The youngest of the major Protestant churches ln America,
the Evangelical United Brethren (hurch was born 1n a
merger at Johnstowvn Pennsylvania, in 1946, uniting bodies
previcuely known es the Church of the United Brethren in
Christ and the Evangelical Church. Both Churches
originated in Pennsylvania and were guite alike in

3%Mead, op. oit., p. 8l.

401952 Eaition Yearbogk of American Churches, p. Kl.
UlMead, op. Qit., . 83,

‘*zwnliama, op. oit., p. 128,

%3Letter to the avuthor dated December 3, 1952.
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doctrine and pol!.ty.“'
"There were no essentiel changes in the basic doctrines or
polities of elther of the two merged ohurches,"#5 uxn
dootrine this ohurch i1s Arminian and in government Meth-
odistic." 6 They have 720,58 memi)ers and 4,457 ohurches.

Their position on the lodge according to I. D. Warner,
Reeident Blghop, 18 ag follows:

Regerding the matter of secret fraternal organizations,
The Evangslicel United Brethren Church, in its disci-
pline, mekes no statement or pronouncement. An issue
wvae made of this matter in 1889, when a small minority
reglstered strong opposition to any member being
regelived vho wes a member of such organizations, In
the General Ccnference of that year, they withdrew and
formed what 18 called “The United Brethren (0ld Con-
gtitution)." The church has remsined small through the
years, and a number of the younger ministers have quite
recently come into our church, who do not feel 1t 1s
necesgary or wise to moke this demend of their members.lt?

11, Evangelical Unity of the Czech-lMoravian Brethren
of North America:

Thie group origineted emong the (Czech and Moravian
immigrants arriving in Texzas about 1850. In 1864 they
organized as the Bohemian and Moravian Brethren and 1n
1903 a8 the Evengelical Union of Bohemian Brethren.
There are few depertures from the dootrine and pollty
of the Horavian chggch in America. Thsse churchea are
confined to Texas.

hilyend, op. olt., D. 8.

#5Ipid., p. 85.

461952 Edition Yearbook of American Churches, ». k2.
#7Letter to the author dated February 20, 1953.
h8ead, op. olt., P. 140,
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They hove thirty-two ohur@es and 4,090 members.
Rev. F. J. Kostonryz, their president, who wrote me
regardin'g their position on lodges, observes,.'Members as

well ae ministers are not to belong to any secret organiza-
tion."49

12. Five Years Meeting of the Friends In smericas

*With aboul seventy thousand members this is the largest
single Quaker body in the United States." 0 WFeeling the
need of greater unity and closer cooperation in the perform-
ance of common Christian tasks"5l Wthe Five Years Meeting of
Friends was formed in 1902 by eleven yearly Meetings entering
into a loose confederation."52 WEagh of these Yearly Meet-
'1ngs remsins independent but meets in the gathering held
every five years for edvisory purposes.'53 There are 68,612
members and four hundred and ninety churches in this union.

Their position on the lodge issue, according to Errol T.
Elliot, Fxeoutive Becrstary, 1s as follows:

The Quakers have had, qulte g-enemll:ri e testimony

against secret socletiee. This has given way in recent
decodes however until there are very many Friends who

49Undeted letter to the euthor.

504ead, op. git., P. 95.

5lPhelen, op. git., P. 120,

521952 Edition Yeerbook of pmericen Churches, p. k6.
53Mead, gv. oit., . 96.
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are members of lodges of varlous kinds.5%

13, The Greek Orthodox Ghurghs

During the period from 1890 to the First World War the
nember of Greek immigrants to the United States in-
oreased greoatly. They came mostly from Greece and the
Greek iglande in the Aegean Bea. A% first there was no
central organization of the churches, only the scgles-
iastical supervision of the Holy Synod in Athens.”

"An act known as the Founding Tome of 1922 establishad the

- Greek (Orthodox) Archdiocese of North and South America.%56

A new constitution and by-lawe have been adopted for
the Greek Orthodox churches in the United States.
Doctrine, pollity a.gd worehip are of ths usual Eastern
Orthodox patterns. 7

They have 320 churches and a million members.
Archblghop Michesel, writing on thelir position with
respect to the lodge states:
The Greek Orthodox Church l1ls in asgreement and coonerates
with every organization or group of persons who work
in conformlity with the laws of thies great country ln
whioh we live and are not antagonistic to the Falth and
the Tradition of the Eastern Orthodox Church in
general.
According to one of their periodicals they say,

e« « » Masonry trespassea the bounds of the Church by
interfering with sthical and religious truths. The

Shtetter to the author dated November 25, 1952.
55Beligioug Bodiee: 1936, I, 572.
56“93&. op. oit., pp. 76 1.

57Hea.dr, ;_o_go mo
581.etter to the author dated February 23, 1953.
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very faet that Masonry deals with religion and
worship makes 1t mandatory for the Orthodox to avold
Hasonry and all lodges and organizations of a
similar character. Religion and ethics is the
business of. the Church, To insiet that one can be
an Orthodox in good standing and a Mason at the same
time is simply to betray a gross ignorance of the
migsion and nature of Christ's Church. It is to
overlook the truth that the Orthodox church alone
diotates religious and ethical truths.59 :

14, International Conventlion of Disociples of Christ:

"This convention meests annually with advisory powers
only over the churches of the Disolples of Christ, and is
compoged of individual members of those churches, %60 UThe
convention as such hag no authority over the astion of the
chmrches, "61

In theology they occupy the common evangelical posi-

tion. There is nothing distinctive about them save

their "anti® attitude in the matter of organe and
missionary socleties. In polity theg are the
strictest of all congregetionalists.®2

Thie sroup' has 7,835 churches and 1,792,985 members, |

Gaines M, Cook, Executive Secretary of the Inter-
national Convention of Disciples of Chriet, writes regarding

their position on the lodge as follows:

59%usebius Alexander P'Stephanou, "The Orthodox Church
Militent," An Acoount of the Do

st Bela-
%ions of Orhodoxy with the Separated c_é‘?ﬁ%_u TOTRTA

Cosmos Greek-Ameriocan Printing Co., n.d.), 2¢8.
60ead, gp. oite, De.T7Lle
61y, Phelan, op. oit., P. 102.
62¢1ark, op. oif., pP. 215.
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S0 far as I know, there has never been any pro-
nouncement {rom our Oonvention elther oro or con,
We are, of course, in the tradition of the free
churches vhose general poeition is that matters of
political and socisl affiliation are coneldered to
be the prerogative of the individual, In other
words, we mske no attempt to regulate individusl
lives with respect to any affilliation. Unofficlally,
I think that the consensus of opinion of the Dis-
oiples of Christ would be fevorable to any relation-
ship established by the individual which would aid
him in establishing wholesome contacte wlith other
people,. i To 1llustrate thieg further, we belleve that
~t}ig 86des of morals and ethics held by the lMasons,
0dd Fellows, Knights of Pythlas, et al, are con-
atructive, On the other hand, I have heard many
germons and preached some myself, on the fact that
g fraternity or lodge can never take the place of a
church and we well recognize the danger inherent in
such a mistaksn concluslon which undoubtedly has
been reached by many men who have affiliated with
these organizations. The point of view, you sse, 1s
that we have consistently emphaslized the orimscy of
the. church and have warned ageinst fraternal organ-
izations becoming rivals for the time, loyalty, and
gervices of our members. At the same time we have
recognized that 1t is possible for those who keep all
things in proportion and ‘bs.lanag t0 be bhoth good
churchmsn end good Hasons, ete.53

15. The Methodist Churehs

This groﬁp includes the three branches united at
Kansag City in the general conference.of 1939: the
Methodist Eplscopal Church, the northern body, th

(-]
Methodist Episcopal Church, South; and the Methodist

Protestant Church.
"Thig wes the largest unification movement ever to take
place in the United Btates."05 #Ths polity of the Metho-

63Letter to the author dated November 26, 1952.
%ﬂaa’ 0D, mo, Pe 132.
658west, log. oit.
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digt Chwirech follows the generel polity-of all Hetho-
d1em, "66 They ars Yin common with other Arminian bodies,"67
but "they attach little importance to doctrine., The
emphasls 1ls lald on the activity of the clmrch, 1ts diseli-
pline and organization. 4 marked lsgalism charscterizes
the chmrch dlseipline."68 It has 9,065,727 members
belonging to 39,961 churohes.
G. Bishop Bromley Oxnam writing for the Hethodlst
‘Church regarding the lodge position of this group wrote:
The Methodlst Church has never taken a positien upon
the question of affiliation with fraternal organi-
zations; vhether pecret or not secret. Hany of our

bishopa are prominent %n Maeonry and £ind no problem
in that relationahip.5

16. The Horavien Ohurch:

The first group of Moravians arrived in Georgla in
1735 under the leadership of Spangenberg."?0 YLater they
moved $o Pennsylvania,"?l which is now a stronghold for
them. 9The Moravian Church has no doctrine peoullar to

“Head, 00D m-, De 133.
67x1otache, op. oit., P« 303.

é81bid, , p. 305
69Letter to the author datsd November 28, 1952.

70Lars P. Qualben tory of Mstﬁgﬁ %mg
(New York: Thomas Heléo% and Sons, l'g%%), Pp. 428 T,

7iyesd, op. cl%., p- 130,
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itgelf."72 9They are broadly evangelical, insisting upon a
principle of 'in essentials unity, in non essentiale liberty,
and in all things charity'."?3 WA strong unionistio tendenocy
éharaoterizes the Moravian Ohurch.'7¥ W#The Noravian Church
is broadly evangelistic, liturglcal with an eplacopacy as a
spiritual office and in form of government 'eonferential!,*75
The Rev. Kenneth G, Hamilton, Exeocutive Offlcer, in a
letter to the author regarding thelr position on the lodge
aquestion writes:
Let me quote the only official statement on the subjeat
of seocrat societies contained in the of Oprder of the
Horavian Cburch. This book contalns official com-
pilations of leglslation adopted by the synod of our
church. Part &4 chapter 2, section 19 reads: "Every
congregation shall be at i.tberty to frame its own rules

with respect to secret sggieties in such a way as local
conditlons neocsssitate."

17. Natlonal Baptist Convention U.S.A. Inc.:

The National Baptist Convention U.B.A. Ine. is the result
of a merger of several Baptist conventions in 1895. This
group is the older and parent convention of Negro Baptists,
They are to be distingulshed from the Nationsl Baptist Con-

vention of America, usually referred to as the "unincorp-

72Relipious Bodies: 1936, II, 1203.

73Mead, op. elt., p. 139.

78K1loteche, op. gif., p. 31k,

751952 Eaition Yearbook of American Churches, p. 73.
76Letter to the author dated December 17, 1952.
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orated body."

In dootrine and polity the Negro Baptists are in close

accord with the Northern and Southern Conventions,

They represent the moreﬁtrictly Calvinistic type in

dootrine and in polity. :

The Natlonel Beptist Convention U.8.A. Inc. haa 4,467,779
menbers and 25,350 churches,

Their position on the lodge is according to U. J.
Robinson, Becretary of the Nationel Baptist Convention, U.S.A,
ingc,.: :

The baptist ehurch s:l.e has no regulation prohibiting

ite members from Joinlhg seoret orders. However, there

are quite s few baptist preachers who are oriticsl of
thelir menbers being affilisted with these secret orders.?o

18, National Baptist Convention of Amerioca:

The National Baptist Convention of Americe was organized
in St., Louls in 1886977 ¥and wae a poet=civil war effort on
the part of ex-elaves who found in Baptist democracy and sim-
plioity the answer to their religious needs."80 The older
and parent body of this group is the National Baptist Conven-
tion of the United States of America Incorporated.

Both were formerly in the Natlional Baptist convention

incoroorated but they divided in a dispute in 1916 over
the contirol of publications of the conventlons, in which

77peliglous Bodles: 1936, I, 153.

78Letter to the author dated November 26, 1952.
79%lotache, gn. git., p. 278,

80wi11iams, op. gilt., D. 2u48.
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the elegtion and tenure of national officers was con-
X oerned. Sl

At the present time this rei:.s!l.aua body has 10,851 churches
end 2,645,789 members.

Thelr position regarding the lodge is stated by the Rev,
John W, Williams, pastor of Bt. Stephen Baptist Church in
Kansas City, Missourl, in the following paragraph:

The National Baptist Convention of Amerioca does not
openly state 1ts position as 1t relates to fraternal
organlzations or lodges, I rather think that it is
Jeft to the individual to choose according %o his deslres.
As far as our local church is concerned it is that way.
We have a number of axr officers and members in several

seocret organizatione and I should ghink that 1t is left
entirely to the individual member,.82

19. Presbyterian Church in the United States:

This body is that branch of the Presbyterian Church
Hyhich established a separate existence at the time of the
Civil War., It is often called the 'Southern! Presbyterian
Ohurch."83 several unsucceseful attempts have been mede to
bring sbout & union of the Horthern and Southern churchss. "8

The polity of this Churech follows the Pregbyterian
system, although "the Southern church 1s definitely conserv-
etive in theology and outlook; the northern church shows more

8lyead, op. glt., P 32

82Letter to the author dated February 27, 1953.
831952 Edition Yearbook of Americsn Churches, P. 79
84x10tsche, on. olt., pp. 248.T.
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leberal trends, unwelcome to meny within the southern,85
The latest report reveals that this Church has 3,665 churches
and 702,266 members.

E, C. Boott, 8tated Olerk and Treasurer of the Presby-
terian Church in the United States, wrote the following
regarding this Church's position on the lodge:

Our General Assembly has never taken a stand against
menbership in secret fraternal orders. The only re-
ference I can find on this subject is the record of an
action by our General Assembly 48 years ago (at its
1904 meeting) as follows: The Assembly records its
hearty commendation of the brave stand taken by the
maJority in the Synod of Brazil in refusing to make

membershlp in the 0 gr of Free Masong a bar to comm-
union in the Church,

20. Presbyterian Church in the U.B.A.:

This is the branch of the Presbyterian Church which is
often celled Northern Presbyterian. "Today it 1s the largest
single body of Presbyterians in the Unlted States."57 wag
the outbreak of the 0ivil War, in 1861, the Southern Presby-
terlan Churches separated from the churches of the North, #88

The characterisftic feature of this church is its govern-

ment by "presbyters! or "elders®. The church is con-

gtituted like a republic tgg supreme governing body
belng the General Aasembiy.

85Mead, oD. git., P. 153.

86retter to the author dated November 29, 1952,

871ead, gn. oi%., P. 149.

88g, H, Klotsche, op. git., p. 246,

891952 Eaition Yearbook of American COhurches, log. git.
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The saventesnth century Westminicter Confeasion of Faith is
still the nominal etandard of freebytcﬂan dootrine, in both
the North and the South."90 #ag a whole these standards are
distinotly Calvinistic.'9l The church todey has 8,317
ochurches and 2,364,112 members.

As to 1te position on the lodge Henry Berraclough,
Manager of the Devertment of Administration, wrote to the
author in & letter dated December 4, 19523

A careful survey of the Presbyterian Digeet, 1938, does

not indicate that our Church has ever made any officlal

proncuncement on the mstter of secret fraterncl organi-
zotionsg, '

21l. Protestant Eplscopal Church:

This group constitutes *the self-governing American
branch of the Anglican Communion; for a eentury and a half
in this country it bore the name of the Church of England,"92
"It bag;m ag o ocolonial branch of the Ohurch of England dating
£rom 1607 when the British plented the colony of Virginia."93
The Chureh of England ceased to exlet in America vhen
England recognized the independence of the Amerlcan
colonlies. Its suocessor was the Protestant Eplscopal

Church, organized in 1789, This body perpetuated of the
mother church, but its organization was carefully

905, Paul Williams, op. git., p. 199. .
9lReligious Bodies: 1936, IT, 1402 s
921024, op. glt., D. 157.
93Neve, 0p. git., p. 358.
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sdjusted to American needs.o¥
"1ike ths Established Church of Zngland thig group is deeply
interested in a Ohristian Unlon,'5 At the present time 1t
nunbers 7,116 churghes and 2,417,46L members in the United
Btates.

C. Rankin Barnes, Secretary of the Protestant Episcopal
Church, wrote in a 1ette:r %o the guthor regerding the lodges:

1) there 1s no nention of the matter in the Canon law
of the Episcopal Church, and 2) so far as I know its

General Convention has never passed any resolution on s
the subject. £8 a matter of fact many lesding Eple- :
occvaliang, both clerical and lay, Bgve been partiocu- !
larly scotive in the Hzeonlo Order. |

22. Reformed Church in Amerioca:

This church was establiched in 1614 when the Dutch
founded a treding post on Monhettaen Island, Nany belleve 1T
ig the oldest Protestant church on the American continent.

"In 1819 the church was incorporated as the Reformed Protes-
$ont Dutch Church in 1867 it became the Reformed Chureh in
America."97 9The Church is a distinctively Calvinistic body#98
"and the government of the church stands midvay between
episcopal and Presbyterlian rorxﬁu; it might be called modified

94Lare P. Qualben, op. Gite., P. 503.

95Neve, gp. oit., p. 360.

961.etter to the author dated December 1, 1952.
97Kead, gp. olt., P. 162.

98ne1agious Bodles: 1936, op. oit., II, 1506.
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Precbyterien."9? They have 767 churches and 187,256 members
according to latest reports,
. Regarding thelr lodge position Dr. James E. Hoffman,
Stated Clerk, writess

The question of Free Masonry was before the General
Bynod of the Reformed Ohureh in America on numerous
occasions during the latter part of the previous Century,
the action of the 8ynod can beat be summed up in the
revort of the Synod of 1880:

1. Resolved: That thls General Synod, after deliberate
consideration of the memorials of the Classes of Holland,
Wisconsin, Grand River, and Illinols, do hereby recognicze
end appreclate with those bodies and the Churches which
they represent, the practical diffioulties and perplex-
ltles which ars set forth in thelr respective papers.

2. Resolved: That while, on the ex parte evidence of
the memorials now before it, this Bynod cannot properly
give 1ts officlal testimony for or against Free Hasonry
and other oath-bound ssoret societies: and while it
holds as sacred the indefeasible rights of all of its
ministers and members to their individual conscientious
convictions and liberty of speech and action, subject
only to thelr prior loyalty to Christ and %o His Church
yet it hereby declares that no communicant member, and
no minister of the Reformed Church in America ought. to
unite with or to remain in any soclety or institutlon,
whether seoret or open, whose principles. and practices
are anti-Christian, or contrary to the faith anmd
practice of the Churoch to which he belongs.

3, Resolved: That this Synod solemnly believes and
declares that any system of religion or morals whose
tendency is to hide our Saviour, or to supplant the
religion of which He is the founder, should received
[sic] no countenance from Eis professed followers: and,

' rmore, that no humane, benevolent or philanthe
roplc, or reforming agency {n this world whose principle
is to "do good unto all men, but especially to them that
are of the household of falth", and, therefore, that all
who belong to this Chwr ch are in d.u{:y bound to give it
the pre-eminence over all orders or peace or prosperity,
and especially its great chsrities and philanthroplcs.

99“9&6., O« Mo, De 1630
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4, Resolved: That thig Synod also advises Consistories
and COlasses of the Church to be very kind and forbesr-
ing and strictly constitutional in their dealings with
individuals on this subjeot, and that they be and are
here affectionately cautioned against setting up any

5 gglf rgi unauthorized tests of Communion in the Christian

Bubsequent to the 1880 Synod that matter was again
discussgsed but eisa-t:lme the Synod referred back to the
eotion of 1880.

23. Religlous Soolety of Friends of Philadelphia and Vieinity:

"The first session was held in 1681."101 Thig group was
never a member of The Five Years Heeting of Friends In America.
They have forty-six churches and 5,743 members.

To indicate thelr position on the lodge Mr. Howard G,
Taylor, Jr., Secretary, quotes from their book of Faith and
Bractice of the Religious Soolety of Friends of Philadelphia

gnd v1°L!!l t! °

The official statement of this Yearly Meeting is
clear on the subject.. It is as follows:

iThe Society of Friends has always borne a corpo-
rate testimony against seoret organizetions, While
individual Friends have felt free to join organizations
in vhich the slement of secrecy is practically of no
significance, we belleve that there is need for a :
continued appeal to our members to abstain from member-
ship in most secret socleties. Although the primary alim
of many such societies is the welfare of thelr members
they often exert a diserimination, influence and pover
inimical to the best spiritual, soolal, businees and
politiocal life.

10010tter to the author dated December 3, 1952.

101Fgith and Practige of the Religious Soclety of Eriends
) ol Vicinlty (Philad lphia: Friends Book
%%'ore, 15?25, , .n% rr? Vit
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fiYe admonish our younger members against joining
sollege cecret socisties and other organizations that
set up undemocratic socliel diseriminations and barriers
in college life, The exclusiveness of seorst societies
often ocauses real suffering and gives to the fellowship

which they promote a flavor of selfishness foreign to
the spirit of Christian brotherhood.

gecret societies are capeble of producing much
evil, and are incepeble of producing eny good which
night not ve effected by open nmeans. The pledge %o
gecrecy le in 1tself a surrender to independence which
fenda to moral decadencs and spiritual loss. It is our
teetimony that the individusal should be free to follow
the truth in thought and au-tigla without any restriction
through a pledge to secrscy,?102

2k, Romanian Orthodox Episoopate of Amsricas

8ince April of 1929 the Orthodox Parish Churches of the
United States and Oanada have been united in the
Romenian Orthodox Epliscopate (Diooese) of America,

e o o In matters of falth end dooctring this church
recognizes the spirifusl and ecanonical authority of the
Eoly Synod (House of Bishops) of the Romenian Orthodox
Church of Romgnia, of vhioh body the titular bishop of
the Americen dlovese is a de Jure member. In adminis-
trative mattars the eplscopate is an autonomous organi-
zation having the "Church Congress" a yearly convention
ag 1ts supreme administrative body and a Council of the
E piscoonate zs the exscutive body of the ocongress. The
eplscopvate adheres to the same dootrine as all other
Eastern Orthodox chﬁghes -and regpscis the canon laws
governing them all,

This group has fo:.-ty-—seven churches and fifty thousand members
in the United States.

The position of the Romenian Orthodox Episcopate of
America on the lodge question as gilven by John N. Tooconita,
Seeretery to the Bishop, is as follows:

1021etter to the author dated November 28, 1952.
1931ead, op. cit., pps 77 £.
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Regarding the church members who have Joined
different secret organizations, the hlerarchy of the
Romanian Orthodox Church has not, up to this time,
taken any stand.for or against membership in secret
fraternities. 1t 1s a fact that many of those who

belong to secret isﬁe.nizationa have remsined good and
loyal Christians,

25. The Russian Orthodox Church of North America:

This church came to America "Dy way of Alasgka, where it

was a misslionary offehoot of the church in Russla, when
Alapgks was Russian territory. 8105

For many years this Rugsian Chureh has acted as foster
Hother to the Orthodox Churches which came into exls-
tence through immigration from other countries (Albania,
Bulgaria, Greece, Rumania, and Syria). It took care of

nany of thi gniat Churches and kept them from uniting
with Rome.19

The general doectrine of the Russlan Oﬂhodox Church is in
accord with that of the Eastern Orthodox Churches,"107 This
group has 399 churches and four hundred thousand members.

Regarding thelr lodge position The Rev, Alexander
Schmemann wrote:

As a principle the Orthodox Church considers that the
membership in s Masonic lodge ls incompatible with the
church membership though there 1s no universal or
canoniocal declaion, but only loocal and discliplinary
prescriptions by b:f. shops and synods. The reason for
that opposition to Masonry is a) that the Christian

1047 etter to the author dated Januery 20, 1953.
105Mead, op. glt., p. 165.

106xeve, op. git., p. 6l.

107Re1izious Bodies: 1936, I, 590.
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ideal as presented by the Church, ie conaidored to be
asneolute and therofore rscuiving no other %idealistic®
or uystioal socliety %o achieve its B) that in many
countries Hpsohry is opposed itself So the Church and
is fully rationalistio in its bellefs and o) that s
Christian at% baptisn pledgee toteal loryallty to Christ
and %o His Chuyoh and ‘hhem{ag!& could have no other
pledoes and cathn aooconted,

in 1932 Hetropolitan Antony of the Ruesizn Orthodox
Church made the following sbtatemont:

e ¢ « It is forbidden to 2ll Urthodox Christianz to
becoms Froemncons, All membere of the clergy ars duly
bound te question thoge who come to Gonfession vhether
they ars nembers of Haponiec Ordera, end in oges 1t will
appear thet they are Hagons and ‘bei‘i.a‘ve endt chovs
Haconic %eachings, they chould be informed that menbere
¢hlp in the He.aonla organization 1a incoxpatible with
Orthodox Chvistisnity and $hat suoch ahould imnediataly
ranign from Mnsonry, otherwice they will be deomed
unworthy to recelve the Holy Communion and their
furthier impenitenoy will h%gg to thaem sxconmmnication
{rom the Orthodox Church."

26, Seventh Day Baptist General Convention:

This group dates Trom the Englich Reformation having
adhapents smong the follovers of Cromwsll."1l0 Tney "ave
in genorsl agresment uwith Celvinistic Baptists seve in thelr
Nobbotarian views.U3ll ¢Thay elsim %o have supplied the

* goventh doy tesohing to ten othor Frotestant dencminations

10810tt0r to She avthor dated April 13, 1953
109Eueoblug Alexander PiStevhanon, 2« 8ite, De 30.
U0ueve, one gks, Do 5260

lglark, g gite, Pe 206.
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: “4noluding the Seventh Day Adventists."1l2 ¥Dootrinally they

. hold to the Arminien side « . . on church polity they stress
'1hdependanoe. "ll3 They have sixty churches and 6,187 members
‘ zoocording to the latest report.
Thelir practlce regarding the lodge, according to
Courtlend V. Davis, Corresponding Secoretary, is:

Beventh Day Baptlists have made no officlal pronounce-
ment concerning membership in sseret fraternal organiza-
tions, There is a feeling on the part of some that such
organizations take time and energy that could well he
devoted to the work of the church., However many Seventh
Day Baptists ammore or less aotive members of such
organizations.

27.' Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Church:

The churches of this body represent the lmmigration
into the United Btates of communitles from Syria,
Palestine Egypt and Iraq, connected with the Orthodox
Patriarchate of Antiogch. . . . During the month of
September, 1934 the Patriarchatie of Antioch appointed
the Very Reverend Archimandrite Antony Bashir as
patriarchal vicar for all Syrian Orthodox people in
North America with full authority to unite all the
parishes in Ameriea in one orgenization.ll

"The usual Bastern Orthodox ratterns of bellef and ritual are
unged,"116 There are seventy-seven churches and seventy-five
thousend members belonging to this group.

Archbishop Bashir writes regarding their attitude to

112Herd, gp. cit., P. 38.
naﬂe‘ve 9 m. M‘
1l otter to the author dated December 28, 1952,

115Re1apzioug Bodies: 1936, I, 601.
116yeszd, op. oit., P. 80.




3
the lodge:

Qur church does not interfere with the liberty of
the ilndlividuval whatsoever in regard to the organizations
he likes to belong to, or the books he desires to read,
or the pletures he choogses to see. He is free to do
anythihg he likes to patiefy hle own mind. However,
when he commite any JSH against the laws of the church
he will be corrected,ll?

28, The Ukrainian Orthofox Ohurch
In the United States of America:

Uhile the church recognizes the spiritual authority of
Constantinople, it 1s completely independent in all
matters of adminﬂ.etration. Subecribing to Eastern
Orthodox doetrine, it has instituted certaln varia-
tions in worship and polity to meet the needs of its
veople living in the United Statess . . « They formed
their own church independent of I-!osogir in 1928 and
held their firet convention in 1931.118

Today they heve  forty-seven churches and #0,250 members.
The Chancellor of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
America, The Rev. Walter M. Propheta writes regarding their

lodge position:

The Ukrainian Orthodox Churoh of America takes the |
negative point of view on the subjsect of Secret fra-
ternel organizations. It is our oconviotion that in
any cilvilized sountry there is not need for secret

fraternsl olubs or orgenizations. They tend %o breed
disoriminetion, intolerance and cless hatred.ll?

1171etter to the author dated December 1, 1952,

uaﬁgad. M' M'
1191etter to the suthor dated Januery 16, 1953.
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29, United Lutheran Church in America:

Thig body dates back to the Minlsterium of Pennsylvania,
organigzed in 1748,120
end ig the resul} of the union effected in 1918 of
three general bodies, each of which had its historical
beginnings far baock in colonial: times, ' These bodies
were: the Genseral Synod of the Evangelical liutheran
Chureh in the United States of America, the General
Council of the Evangelioal.lutheran Church in North
America, and the United Bynod g{ the Evangeliocal
Lutheran Church in the South.l
Though strongly devoted to the Mistorlie creeds and con-
fesslons of Lutheranism, the United Lutheran Church in
Amerioca might be distinguished from other groups such as the
Lutheran Church-Miggourl S8ynod in the application of more
liberal and vrogressive interpretations and policles. Folity
18 legs firm than might be expected in so large a body; forms
of government and worship are considered of sesondary impor-
tance and each church and gynod 1s independsnt in these
matters. This group lists 3,860 churches and 1,925,506
menbers and is the largest Lutheran Church in Horth
Amerieca,.122

The official position toward fraternsl orders (lodges)
by the U.L.C. in Amerioca may be found in the Constitu-

1201952 Edition Yearbook of American Churches, p. 6l.
121lphelan, op. git., p. 153.
122Mead, op. oil., Ps 121.
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tion and By-laws of the U.,L.0., in America (Revised to
1948), p. 6, Beotion 6 of Articls VIII.

Section 6, As to the maintenance of Principle and
Practice. The United lLutheran Church in America shall
protect and enforge its Dootrinal Basis, secure pure
preaching of ihe Word of God and the right adminis-
tration of the saeraments in all its Synods and cone
grogetions. It shall also have the right, where 1%
deems that loyalty to the Word of God requires 1%,
to adviss and admonish conscerning ndsoclation and
affiliation with non-ecclesiastical and other organi-
zations whose principles or pracgtices appear to be
inconslstent with full loyelty to the Christian Church,
but the Synods alone shall have the power of discipline.

The position of the U.L.C.A. 1s more fully expressed in

Reslarations By the Unlted Luthersn Ghurh in Americs
Washington Declarsation® adopted at ‘the biennial Cone-
vention of the U.L.C.A. in 1920 in Washington D.C.)

The pertinent varagraphs read:

E., Concerning movemente and organizations Injurious
to the Christian Falth.

In view of the prevalence throughout our land of
doctrines vhich are subversive of the Chrigtian faith:
end in view of the indifferance manifested by many
Christian people to the dootrines and principles of the
teachers, sects, and organizations which seek their
adherence and supvort and in view of the faoct that
through the sccaptance of religlous and other teachings
which contradict the Gospel of Chriet, the falth of
Christians is endangered; we declare

I. That we solemnly warn all our psetors and the
members of our congregations against &1l teachers, seots
and organizations of any kind, whose docotrines and
orinciples contradict the truths set forth in Seection D,
III, of this Declaration or which 1limit their adherents
or members in a free confession of their Chrigtlan falth
(¢, A,V,3, above)

II. That we warn them especlally sgainst all teachers,
geots, and societies whoees dootrines and orinciples deny
the reality of sin, the personality of God, the full and
complete God head of our Lord Jesus Christ, and his
redemption of the world by His sufferings and death, and

i e
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the truth and authority of the Holy Scriptures; as well
as agalnst all teachers, seots and societies which teach
that men can be saved from sin or can become righteous
Before God, by their own works or by any other means
than the grace and meroy of God in Jesus Chriat, Ve
believe such dootrines ars.not only not Christian but
are anti-Onriptian and destructive of true Christian
falth and life,

III. That inasmich as these and other falge and
dangeroua doctrines are widely spreed, not only by the
activity of individual teachers, but also by the dlssem-
ination of literature and through the agenoy of socisties
and other organizations, calling themselves by varlous
names which often times concesl the real nature of the
doctrines 2nd nrinciples for which they astand; we
therefore lay it upon the annesciences of the pastors
end of the members of ell our congregetlons to soruti-
nize with the utmost care the docirinss and principles
of all teachers,. sects, organizations and socleties
of every sort which seek thelr adherence and support,
and to refuse such adherence and support in all cases
of conflict or possible contradiction between theee
principles and doctrines and these ae’ forth in Holy
Seripture and in the Confessions of the church. In the
application of this princiole the Church should always
apoeal to & consclence which it is her sacred duty to
enlighten, patlently and persistently, from the Word of
God. (Cf. also Oonstitution of The United LutheI%g
Church in America, Art. VIII, Sec. 6.) p. 18&19.

30. United Presgbyterian Church of North Amerioca:

The United Presbyterian Church of North America was
formefl by the union of the Assoclate Precbyterien and
the Asgoclate Reformed Prasbyterian ¢ Eghea, CONSUIL-
nated at Plttsburg, Pe., Moy 26, 1858.

dootrines, traditions and institutions of the two bodles

preserved; government follows the Presbyterian

123Bretscher, on. oit., p. 226.
124pnelan, op. git., p. 228.
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pattern."125 #Thg Westminister Confecsion of Fplth and
Catechisme are the dootrinal standards.'$26 This group lists
219,027 members and 830 shurches, :
Dr, 0. R, Kiliigen, Prinecipal Cleric, writes regarding
thelr position on the lodge:

When the Asgociate Presbyterisn Church and the
Asgociate Reformed FPresbyterisu Church united in 18358
Torming the United Procbyterian Church of North
america a Testimony was adopted in which Article XV
is as follows:

twWe dsclare, That all aseociatliocns whether formed
for politicel or benevolent purpeozes wiich impose upen
thelr members an oath of seorecy, or an obligation to
chey 2 code of unknovm laws, are inconeistent with the
genius and spirit of Chrietienity, and church members
ought not %o heve fellowship with such associations.®

In 1910 the poeition of the church wes changed by 1
the sdovtion of a new Book of Government in which the
Membherghip Covenant #11l8 reads as follows: |

"{4) Do you vromise, in order tec such a2 life of ]
holy obedience, that you will be diligent in your |
attendance upor oll the pprointed meons of grace, in I
the performance of all duty as 1t may be made known :
to you; that you will give the Church of the Lord Jesus :
Chriet supreme loyalty, seperzting yourself from all
esecolations you may rim %o be & hinderance {9 godll-
nees and the performance of Christian duties?hlZ2

125Mesd, ¢o. cil., pp. 156 £,
126pnglan, lge. cit.
1271etter to the author dated December 2, 1952.



CHAPTER IIIX
CONCLUSION

As a result of our study of the history and statistios
of each of the thirty constituent churches belonging to the
Natlonal Counocll of Churches of Christ in the United States
of America we made the following observetions:

1. “oburches with gtrong nationalistic tles are more
inclined to be antegonistic to the lodge and are included in
the group which officlally oppose lodges. They also have
stronger doctrinal foundations and heve not recently entered
into mergers with other churches.

2. Negro denominations seeém more favorable to the lodge.
They are in most instznces included in those groups which
are indifferent to, or even encourage, the lodge.

3., Churches which are indifferent to or favorable to
the lodge have & very flexible dootrinal system. To them,
differences in dootrine are not important. Thelr constant
cry is for union and it is a common thing for them to merge
vith other church bodles, Their easy , unionistic, doctrinal
position influences their lodge position and mekes them in-
different toward the lodge.”

s, The National Council.of Churches of Christ in the
United States of Amerlca itself.is non-commitital toward the

lodge., Some of the constituent members are not opposed to
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the lodge, but others are. Therefore, there is no agreement

on this issue in the National Counclil of Churches of Christ
in the Unlted States of America. .

In years to come the lodge question may become the baslio
cause for trouble and conflict between churches in the
National Council and may even seriously interfere with thelr
present cooperation. This will happen, especially, if these
churches are wholly awakened to the evils and inroads of
Freemasonry into our American churches,.



APPENDIX

THE POSITION OF PROTESTANT CEHURCHES
IN THZ UNITED STATES WHO ARE HOT MEMBERS
OF THE WATIOWAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

The writer himself ls a member ofiips Lutheran Church-

1i ssourt Synnd.’Tiﬂis‘é;éaﬁiracognized the evil of the lodge — .

.
- 201NN | c————

nore tha&rgfﬁﬁhdred'years egoand has consistently warned :
egainst affiliation with seoret fraternal societies. It has
declared ite vosition In a get of propositions which are
readlly availdb;e. These propositions read:

2. Bynod is firmly opposed to lodges or socleties
of an unchristian or snti-Christian character.

b. It is the solemn, sacred, .and God-given duty of
every pastor properly to instruct his people on the
einfulness of such lodges as deny the Holy Trinity, the
Deity of Christ, the Vicarious Atonement, and other
Sceriptural doctrines, and to induce his congregation(s)
to take action agalnst all members who after thorough
instruction refuse to leave such a lodge.

ce It is the duty of every fellow Christian, fellow
pastor, and especlally of the officlals of Synod, to
admonish all pastors who neglect thelr duty in this
respect; and if Christian admonition haes been admin-
istered in the spirit of Matthew 18 without the proper
results, the officlals of Synod shall bring such cases
to the attention of the respective District for further

action.

d. Synod instructs its officers to exercise vigllent
care and urges all pastors and congregatlons to admonish
such ocongregations and pastors as permit the "lodge svil'
to exist in their churches without countertestimony and
decisive action. If after due investigation it becomes
evident that such cpngregations and pastors refuse to
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change their attituds and practice, thoy shall be
suspended and eventually expelled from Synod.

e. Synod earnestly requests the various Districts
to carry out these provisions and falthfully to asslst
thelr congregations in eradicating the "lodge evil",

f. It 15, and shall be, the practice in Synod not
to administer Holy Communion to members of such lodges.

€+ A oonsclentious pastor may in cases which oresent
unusual features, rendering their classification
diffioult, adminlster Holy Communion to a person who is
8till outwardly connected with such a lodge. But in
euch & case the pastor shall earnestly beware of pro-
crastinating and giving offense, and to this end he
shall freely and conscientiously consult with his
church counclil and congregation, his brethren in the
ministry, and with the officlals of Synod, as the case

nay be.
But the Missouri Synod is not the only church in the

United £%ates which opposes the lodge. There are other
Protestant churches, not members of the National Gt;unoil of
Churches, that have raised thelr volees ln opposition to
lodgery. :

One of these is the Reformed Fresbyterlan Church of
North Americe. A certain W. J. Coleman 1s chalrman of their
Witness Committee. He writes the position of hls church on

the lodge:

The Covenanter Church moved by what it considers the
inherent evil of organized secrecy Joins with several
other Churches in a testimony against all Secoret
Socleties. The Oovenanter statement of this testimony
13 as follows:

lHandbook of the ILutheran Ghurch-Migsouri ,(Reviged
edition; 8%, Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1),
Section 14.03.
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%Christians should walk in the iight. Their doc-

trines, their purposes and manner of life, their rules

of action and conduct , should not be concealed. Ths

formatiion of secret assoclations for the prosecution

of enda, however good prolsssedly, is inconeistent with

;hati-equérgments of Chrigtian principle." Chapter XXII,
eotion 5,

A slmilar view is expressed by The Baptiat Examiner, &
periodical published weekly by the Southern Baptist Conven-

tion, there we read:

We hope that the Christlan peopls in our Mation in
goneral and West Virginia ln partiocular are waking up
%o the liportence of the fight Anated Beptist Church
ie having to make for 1lts existence and for the princ-
ipie of relizious freedom, as well as ths right to
manage its own.affairs. Ye hope,: too, that people are
weking up to the great, evil power of Freemasonry. 1t
is appalling to taink that this un-americen instltution
has the power to actually crush out from existence as
an organized body a real Baptist church. Such a thing
this monstrous evil 1s seeking to do in 1ts evil work
ageinst the Ansted church.J

The American lutheran Church, too, is one that opposes
the lodge and has the following paragraph in ita Constlitution
(Article II, Section 4, p. 422, of Officlal Reports %o ths
Eloventh Convention of the Lutheran Church held in
Columbus, Ohio, October 5-12, 1950): '

The Church is earnestly opposed to all organlizations

or socleties, secret or open, which, without confess-

ing faith in the Triune God and in Jesus Christ as the

eteral Son of the eternal God, lncarnate in order %o

be our only Savior from sin, are avowedly religlous or
practice forms of religion, teaching galvation by works.

2Form letter sent out approximately 1948 by W. J.
Coleman, chairman of the Witness Commlttee for the Rel ormed

Presbyterien Church of Nerth Amerloa.

34gomething to Do Something About", The Baptigt Examiner,
XVI (January 27, 1951).
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It dscleres such organizations and societies to bse

anti-Christian, and rejects any fellowship with them.X

These are the vositions on the lodge question of some
Protestant Churches which do not belong to the National
Council of Churches., Their statements indicate that they,
too, are consicous of the evils of the lodge and oppose it.
Therefore the illssourl Synod doee not stand slone in its
objections to lodgery.

braur M. Bretecher, "To Join or Wt To Join!, The

Lutheran itness, LXx (July 2k, 1951), 2b2.
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