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:3eytr; 1•th, a.nu th-1.t i f. 1;il.ey 1-ranted 111ore serviee~, the:, sr..o"'Jl.d 

so :ix t.U.c :ii e. T.l'lir ec.~sio:1 v .... a UJ.ltmimous to co11tir.wi the 

!; ... r ... ~:T.cerJ: .-. U\.. :·.r:r :eclic1.telj t hiay held thei1• i'i1•st con~r.cg""tional. 

. . .. ... 

1.u..1 tu:d r: 1.:c:tc:-.· l:i·o·c:·c;h c r t !l r,o::.x;xoc:..tion. soyrr .. ,rtll) :;till 

... s seci·~t~.:1,n~ !' <h,c:.; 'li.f.• 'the ct.11 .. - �~� alo1Jt:; \;itll !"our otllo::-s 

5i ;.;r.ee. it on Mi.1•c-a. 15th, The .::~12 1-mr. c~nt to P.: ::;tor 'R<:-nz who 

t1ccej:t.ed .. , :··i•enchecl J,J.s fii•st p.erino11 as pastor on I :C!.y 10.t 

lee::;. ~lle congregation ,.n 1 Serftarth insj.stev. t:l2.t tho :;ermon 

be published i r:. five hUlldred eop:t.es and sold i"or t·w·cnty-1'1 ve 

cents each to ia:!ik9 tm «tldition t0 the congregational rwicls. 

Se)"ft..:.rth knew i'rom past e:i.."'f'erie11Ce the power of the press. 
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. . 
eial "$t::.:•e:.~ th1 .t 11, . i'urtt.Lcr direct .ention is wde of Se)'f'-

t .. 1,tb.. For t Lt ~t..tt ~1·1 th,:.: e is no direct r.1e&1tion m::.",e 01· 

all.Y' otLel" ill iviclw..l. :i.l~ tll<i. cotigreg ,~ti.on besides tile verio,a 

i ~:::to1·s -.-r 10 C.l"'V'E.l' th ·re i 1 ~ticct1edi.ag ye ... 1·iJ• 

d~ f"i""-rt ~i :a. ' bt l~ ,;e bldlen G. devoted ... e1abe1· or the cci.c.1,,;1·e-

Gt..tion to Ll ~ e lC1 ;,;t hi lifti. jli.o11 obitu.:..1•y, lillich '-~ e .. red 

~ $tl:.t ... , t.1!t:.t -:•el~i"f :u,th seldcr.ill ·,; ... s .'Ji.ss1ug f1•om 

::.c •. t i i chu·•ch, t.rll.1 tlu.t -;-iucuevo1• Ile did l1a.ve t" :Jarvices 

1·01· ~t.ud i • - ~~ ns , h e:;-:c~cd ld.1cseli" ·to tlic ,t):.r.st01· after the 

n c.xt .;1<.1·1, .i.cc . He J.•Gt~ille c.1! cti"'t) intere~t in t ile e2q:;u1!iio11 

01· 't l t. c :m <. ·1. l 1:i...:i bw:ied ·i'ro;,i the chut~ch aati. ld:i bccly 

l I h t o•r ~"-'l .. ~ cl'.19'" n1'1 '"-- l•'"'d 1 .. c ... J·,1e-:•lv '11"'-S ... .,.u t 1•e;;;t :u, ·t e· cc,;.e "tJr.>- .. Ml;J •""'"'" ~ - • - ,, 



CHAP'.rER III 

Seyt.f .. rth w s a prolific 'Wl'iter in many .fie1ds. He even 

le.ft <ira 1:Lng s s houing the .ossibility 01· constructing mi ~ir-
1 . 

ship and ~!lso co · posed R.:.iine song; Bllt most of' his ·writ-

ings wel·e 011 011e general thetie and vere vritten in o.r.ae utyle. 

He lro.s i"luent., 01ten very lucid and interesting, and f'1--equently 

bitter :..11 ::;., ,_,.c ·tic. His studies il1 the sciences together 

uith hi t heo_ogic -~ studies 0ave llilll a peculiar co111bination 

01· l 110w·ledfie which ii~llt l:!ave been put to 100d use by a cburch 

co u'essi ng .nd def eridil~ the of't attf~cked t1•uths 01· ins1>ira­

tion, 1--c e·. ption, a:ru.l sin. Seytt~rtb lived 1n the age oi" 

Rationali s1 " 1 ~ ui slled to dei'end his Cllristian .f:...ith agt.inst 

the ~tt ... ck s uhich uere w'ldermining and deteatill8 it in the 

he· 1•ts oX 1 c-:ny 1,eopl e. To this defense he devoted all his 

energie..,, efforts and t alents, all of ,-rbicb were unusu.:.lly . 

great. -~s one ,r.riter in i,em•e wm. }lehre says, he studied 

the dries t ai'l.d hlost boi•~ subjects which only a 1'811 scbolars 

could maste1", and nne did it solel.1' tor the glory of God 

and i n defense 01· t he Word ot God am tor the salvif.tion of' 
E 

his brethren." 

2 
z.ei,.,re· JW.9.. ~ III, p, ao7. 



lie ·r:17bte .... ny ur - j _, t eclmic~ l wo1 .. lts on th1:· d'3c:1 .. pl, rment 

or ce .1.•t~.d· ; n:a.:r; 11t ic:11., c.·.n<l on tl'1e use or ,.c;trouo1·1ic:_.l c .:ii"il..rur­

u.tio!1-!l r i.1t.. Ct1-· ::u ·i;,_: t·i o, :; , out ,.lu~t.ys he l"t.":turned to hl.s old theme 

--tl~/~ t h r5.::.:;c v · :-:..·ic-~ vf ~c:t-cmct in .tlle J?.:.i..net,-:enth e .ntu.a.,-­

coz.1.i:i:!'.".t.1 :i. .. , .• t h :.:- ·i:l 1·in core u ··c~ tho te£,ch1nc:s o.!.' Ch.r:t .... t ,m,:: the 

Bib:.o. H ~:L~:t.~ _.. .:1.!' ~: c\Jti ,:.; 1 lle ve1•y r~ly u:Jetl the c.._x;?..,;etical 

BL:& :·oy . ..:'·•:i.•i:ll t .1 -u~J1t fo~ could ::.eet 'bh'3 r t.t1.on·--lists on 

- .;,:, •· 
0 

•. ,,,., \, .,.., .. ~:r.,,.,.,,.. t 11 '!.1, ..... ,;1 ... ,.. 1...e 'l o.-m :mind ho did .so • 
• --.. ~-- ,.__.,,,. .. . ,1,,1, ~ ·u :..1. ..;.er. 11.1. ._•1• • J.1r.1 1&.Lt _ 

!kt,rov r , t ·1--=:t.~a uert.J t hose uho t'i.iS:-i~ P.ed with bi!i1. Tho!r opin-

i :-, .... ~ ·-~i 1 " · .. • .· ~.- .. ... ; .. 1 - , •t .1"' ··ect'on ...,..,...,, _.,._., • .,, ,,.. .. ,.- ,._1._,_...., .. 1. ... s ,.c .... .. .. ~,, ... a.I - ., 

diet .. : , 11.i.: .. 1lf' ... .) ·to th v~ lue or -~lu . .:; new ;..7 .:;: 0111 . Once he 
i.lnd • noth~r 

be a Cb:."i-ti.,1:i1 it he does not believe in. tll~ new- ciu.'"onoJ.ogy • 
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fhe ba.:.;ic pri lC:i.:pl.es ot Seyttarthf s nev chronology vere 

the i'oJ.l owi ng . Jicco1'dillg to Seytturth it 1~ defiDitel.y e:1tab­

lis hed t ln'"o~i::1 t he Old Testament Propll8ts t hat Christ is to 

come i 11 the s ix-j;lwus"wdtl1 yew.• ai"ter Creution. !bis 1:1 both 

Biblica l .1. l tr..:-..dit ioml. According to the Bible tllere vere 

six d&,;.ys of C1·ei-.t io.1., 2.nd et.ch dC&y is ,nth the Lord a u a thou­

staid y e ... rs., (Pi; . 90 :4) • :rhe ancients hllve the legend that the 

wo1•ld sh""~ :L J. .·t f o1~ six ages 01· a tllous~Uld yeurs each und at 

thnt t i.Die u ~i•e:. t evo11t uould take place. In Seyff'..lrth1 s rea­

so~tirJG D•;ln ·i.el toolc t his as his basis tor the prediction of' the 
5 

birth of Chriat. 

J\not 1e 1-- t.1 C.:-cl.nt ·i;i•~di t:Lon i s tbut the total age or the 

1101•ld i .., ·t 'be l 'J.,000 years. Babbilkuk 312, used this to tell 

t lle I .,.r .~oli·t , ::; ·rhen tbe 1-ies~iah wuld come 1n the uords nReceive 

t lw ,-;or l :l. t he 1zlid~t of the years." By us~ this ph1'"a.sixlg 

Habbt.l;ult does ~lo· co:d:firm the l egend ot the twelve tllou.sam 

ye""rs , but he only Jliekes clet£1' to the people wben Cbl•iut shall 
. 8 

coi..e b~ u 1-~ t ei ·i..VJ.Olo ·y f al!~i liar to them~ 

Seyf f arth was so coo letel.y convinced that Cbrist•s birth 
' 

l!tUSt dei"ini'Gel.y Ii..:. pyen 1n •the s1x-thousamlth year or tlle world 

tlliit 4e maintaineu t hat i£ the chronology ot the M.asoretic 

text i s tel.ten 1.1-.s true, ruany weak Christians could be 1ed into 

C"'"' i t .... .. s ::real'lv tile Hes,J1ah se1•ious doubt u:;; to ,.,. ether the "'"1 s .... -

5 
Ibid., p. a1. 

6 
Jbig., pp. S4., 35• 

• 
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1>1-01ui sed 'by t he Pro1,l~ts, for t be m:soretic text Ju:.s only four 

thch.tS&lld ye,_1• .; bet we011 iidt .. ~ Christ. 

Tller~i·o1·e he ·w1•ote ,;;."i\i.Iwt Grabau in the :.w.ti•udue tion to 

Jl1i. m .. ,hre &-:i'i;3mchn1-1:W'i. sevcrel.7 censuring him for rrul1nte in:I ng 

toot tl'w li ... ::":01·ut1c t e..'\.'"t i s completely free from er1·or .. nd -:or 

1•e jcct:1.?.ic;:; the Se1>t u~ •int because it i s 1'l1J.! or errors. SeJi'tarth 

ud:ui t ·t ed t . t -~h .1ue~ t ion is pm•ely acaueuic when st1•ona Christ­

i uu::: u1'"e 1nvolv a, but t i'Ult t r..e itue.1:ion 1s da~ero1.\S 1·or veak 
7 

Cbri.:.:t;iaus ~ J c r:.~ a.,1U w be::l_c,wer~. Hen,, he uo:.lderecl, can Gi'abau 

reject t he ·e1Jtuai:;i nt ·,:hen i t co.uta·;!lS t lw true chro:r10lc=7 

uhich t1-uthi'u.ll y sha"w"3 Chl•ist as co~ ai"ter ~ix thousc--..ncl years? . 

Sey!:1' :..i'th c~oke :; trcngl.y for tbe valid1 ty or t he ciu.•onol-
. 8 

o,:y o:: t i:: ':,pt1.1.G.::1rtt. It co11t e.ins errors, ne· e<.bnitteci, but 

i u cbro olc ·y i ·i; :t:; ~01·rect, Furtlie1'Jllore, he r 1•gu.ed, Cbrist 

used it i . ,'l' du.z-~ t he three hundred years bettreen its trans­

l , t1on i u ':.60 B. c • :. ~ ,cl •i;lle cor.?:!l'Jg or Christ 110 one critic­

ized its c h1•0 •• ol ot,7 ultliough there uere many scholars C'Olilpe­

tent enoi'l.f;h t c do ;jfJ~ 
9 

liowevc1•, it contail.ed a l l owanc~ tor 

tlle l itpse o.a:. t wo .. cll.ousaud yo ... rs more of time bet,-1een Ad~ end 

Chris t t han -oes t he li:.:.sol'etic text, 

. Se)-fr ... rth e,:i:l: 111ed t oot hora tbe discrep:uu..~ bet:!een 

the f.h·.iptl.li:~=.nt and t be I:.,s01,•et!c t \l:t:t is not b:, acc:L,l~nt but 

7 
IbJ.4., ·p. 25. 

a 
JbW.,• p. 68, 

9 
:rb;l,g., P, 65. 
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by design. The Jews did not vant to accept Christ as tlle ?les­

siah s_ oken of i n 'Ghe Old Testalilent, and it they couJ.(1 ohorten 

the tiue b et teen .Ad~ al"..( Christ 1n the Old festaJnont &CCOlDlt, 

tlw:1 i'it;;UI•ed the people would be cc.irwinced tllat Chr13t ,.;~s no.t 

the 1-Ie:;si a 1 beca.u ·e h <:J b.:~d come tn-o thousand yeus bete>re the 

})l'OlJhec i e~ :J~i d he sl101.u.d. O· po::i.-tun1t7 i'or thi:s 1'al:d . .t'iCG.t1on 
· 10 · 

occu1•?.·e ·l,i~ht -.i'te1• the destru.ction ot Jerusalm. Almost 

evei•y .~-:,"· 106 wit:i.1 w Je !ish Bible in it wu.s de~troyed und aore 

tha.11 two 1 !i l :ioi1 Jew~ were killed. That v s the til.ie to start 

ovel· . It i... Seyi"i",u.•th' s contention that a Jew by tlie mwe or 
11 

,U.i bub _ 1.u.·11osoly clu.rJled tbe llebrew text in s0111e fii'teen plAces 

und shcr t e od t he Old Testament time sr..an by tvo thousund years. 

Hou tl1a.t t hu Jeus lllid i'ul~i1'ied tbe Maso1·etic text, all tbat 

ret 1a:Ln c..l , ..... t o tlu•0i1 doubt. on the Septuagint, and this uould 

cau se ·r.ive doubts o.t' tlle deity and 1-iesswdc c~1• ... cte1" of 

Cm.--1:st. 

A typi ci l ciJL.in.;e in the l•ie.!loretic text, lie cited, is the 

o:ue in I lliz . :J e:l, ~:here a slight cba1'!8e 111. one letter could 

change t lle 1 .. eadiilf; fl"Olll eiGh.t b.Wld1.•ecl eighty yea1•s to tour 
12 . 

hundred ~orty yeai•,>• several such id.nor e1"rors put to{;ether 

could e,:.ui_y add uµ to & l · rge enough discl.9 puw:y ro1•. tlie 

purposes of the Jeus. 

10 
;Ibid., p. 57. 

11 
IW-4., p. 22. 

1,43 

:Cl!id", .P• 50 • 
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llut Sey!"fc 1•·th. i"ouru:l a vay to pX"Ove the validity ot tile 

siX tllousa.nd y~·· .• citr..>n·locy t tile Se •tuacillt wir.l thus chow 

Cm·i::rt · ~- t he li~.s. ·iah. Ex:,editi:ons and excavi..t101m in the 

l . ..:rida or tl'le ' cients tui•ned u1, 111en.y 111unu.,.oript:i tTitll notn-
13 

tio.1 s oi" t,~;t :,·o 101 •ic· J. ouse:a."VGtions , :1..e. the positions or the 

plan~ta ·.t1. ccv ... ~·i;ellaticJ1~ ll.=. the :dties at the. time 0£ ce1·tain 
14 

{:1'"'"'' t -.. V • ht !"J • J\lthougll tlle anci1.:nts could not f'igure them .. 
accur.:. t l y, ;..oclc::i."Il .... stru ·:ry nith better fllst1-w.1ents ar.d oora 

exact 1.0wl -clge could i'i ~m•e tlle location of constellations 

at t\n~ t:iJ...e -J:m... t~1 u::s.:.r,ds of years p ... st qr tut1-e, u1:1,;.l thus 
15 

date even the c1·ect ion or the i101'"ld uitb det'inite acc111•uey. 

i.i ~yf.farth e .. ·pl i 11cd tbis as tollous1 !he ancients speiik 

or r Ul· {I es 01 t ho t-ro:i.'"ld (11c1ta1ter}-the tirst be~imu.ns 

on the d · of· Cl"eatiou. ~bey observed that on the :-tprh:18 

equinox the su.YJ.· 1\'0uld cover a cei•ta.in star, but thut ·approx:L­

ll ate:L· one hw.1d:;.•ed yaro•::; l ate:r on th~ s..:.me equ1.nox the star 

voulu be ono deBree to the east of the sun. Thus, in three 

14 6. 
G,. Seyfi'"arth, m,;_ J[WW@ zei t1~egbJRJPF', P-. 
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thousand y ea1"s t he st ~.1•s would lliove thirty decrees through the 

heavens., t hat 1 :-; , ozie hole ::116n ot the zodi ... c. Modern 1Dstrur- , 

111en-ts s llO'"' ·t h.l.t in l"'.:.:...lity the sun moves 011e degree to tlle east 

ill ·s evc:mty-t·wo ye~:r :;, or .;lightly less., !llu.3, 1n oroer f'or the 

sun to t iove t ldi•ty-debreos , 2146 ye.!rS . (a little less tlum 72. · 

x 30) uc.,ulu be nece~sary. J\ccording to the ancients Urum.s 

rulou t he ::: i 1•s t a,se, t heu &;turn, Jupiter, and l·k, rs rules the ·_; 

toU1•th, i n u .1.ch age we · 1·e liv~. Fi{;vi1>g tlJe r,oaitio~ of 

t lle heaven-:; to• .. o.y, i t c.m be .:;een that this ace be~un in 568 A.D. 

and t llen i":!...;uring b ck t hree tull lJe:&.•ioda beJ:ore tlmt ue arrive 

at t he ;yeUJ.• 5871 B~ C. f(3 x 2lll.6)-56~ the year of the begin-
L' 1a 

n i 11[{ or t he .fi 1•:c,t Ha.:;e of the world. This. i s almos t :ia 

tholl:laij,(], y ~1~~ before Cbrist and, thus., in all lUcelihood, the 

dcy o!' Ci--et .. t ion. Thererore, he argued, it follows that 11" 

the1•e uere, i n r1:;~~11ty, almost six thousand years bet~~en 

Admn a..vid the Jnun,; Chllist, Christ stmids a good chance of being 

the i-ic ·s i · h S\ oken or in the Propllets • ... 

.An old Rabb:!..,uc cOJUlllentiJry on !lumbers 24&1'1., says t here 

uas a !.~et .... l'"Y conjunction ot S&turn anrl Jupiter t llree yea.rs 

before t he birth ot Iloses.
1

'1 Aeeording to ~Pl81", these con­

~unctions can r epeat thelilselves every eight hundred y~ai .. s • 

Computed mathematicall7, it c:m be sholfn that such a conjunc­

tion occurred in 1951 B, c, ~e ;years atter thai should be 

18 48 
G. Seyfi'arth, .m.1. JfWI 1111;re::brnml .. P• • 

17 
IJasJ-, p. 54. 
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1948 D. c. ancl the b:Lrti..i t ~ . '. ..... a e of Mose:1. Since Moties was e1ght7 

;years o:!.d t.t the t11ns of the Exodus, 1868 wuld be tlle di!.te ot 

t he Exotlus .:l,?1..ote~·1 o • .. ~ t 1n t1 w ~ aa·e 1e fif teenth contury n. o~ 
!his i n t lll'"ll, -;foul.cl .r ·ove t lmt ·I ~s 6_1 l,· should i "ead eight 

hundred e:(,::ht y ye ~s s ince the '.kod~~· 'not folµ' lnmdred :fort,-. 
I • · • 

Aua iu, i .L t'Ll:l'l1, t bi s l¾'Ould al.1011 time fo1· all tile judges to 

rule the ! er·~ odi:. ?' enti cned in the book ot Judges, and yet DDt 
. 18 

h:-:.ve u~ ·01· t hem l'UJ.inu concurrently 01• overlilj,p1?16; . 

He ur ote !,,u.ny other 8XU1:Jp,lcs and prooi'~ tliat six ·i:;llou-, 

sarld y<:; ,._r.3 l i e:t;.poe · betl-1'8~1 .Ad3 ilJ1d Christ; thus , both 

Cllr:i.s t ~:. t_o Se:pt~int· a.:re what they claim to be. 

At"tor .. 11 thi :.i co1:1pl i c., ted p1•00:f , Sey£1'arth :.>tated 011 the 

l ;st p ge, 

Tl e quc ~;t i n o!' \;hethel'" Oiu•ist oWle into the Yo1•ld. 
4000 o l~ 6000 yearJ. after Adam is ot 110 s1•ea t ~ ~ort­
. ce 

I 
i.U ld vea• i f" tbt! Old aJJd !low fest:ments cl1d 

not c ntain 1•ei"e1•enoes to a sillg;Le itelll ot chronol­
oi;y, t l:lejr uoulcl· still r ei;:nin the true l-Jo1•d or Goll. 
t o "~ _e end oi' the trorld •• ~Prm th£ t houever, 'YO'!J, 
ct1.nnot decide to replace tlle Hebrew teJ1o-t 1::ith t.ue 
J ep·tu"'..;int and take Luther• ~ Bible a11ay. ~th texts 

eree 1-ro1'd f or woird excopt tor ldnor datai-s • both 
contam •i;he unta:Lnt~ ;,rord of God as £a1• ... s • ! t per-
t .... ino t o ou:i." s~l vatio1~-. 19 . 

On t he.;e a enei•al i:crincipl.es of a$tronomical chrou logy 

Se;ri"t arth buil t u1, a uholc system trhel'ebJ" lie could figure out 

almost to t he day und llo~ the date of any occ1:11·1 .. enoe 1n 

vor~d 21.is·toi•y. . lie maintaJ.ned tllat Petavius,. the seventeenth 
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century histo1•ian vho established 1DalQ' bQsic dat~s by the use 

ot tlle PtoJ..el!l ... iC ..,-ystem, lie. s urong often by o:ie to three vears . . ~ . 
Pett.vius I error s c~ e becnuse Ftolemy waa not un eye1ri tnes:J 

ot t he ~cli!,S s w-bich he recorded,, but tbe ecl~:pses ot the 

ancients 1•e mo1~e .scc1.u•ate because tr:.ey are ba~ed 011 ,y...-ewitness. 
20 . . · ~ 

accounts. Therei"o1'C, Seyft,,.rth concluded h13 olm c.::;t~onom-

1c~w. t~.ble~ ,·e1•e 11,0 1•e ;;1.ccur,,te because Jiu bnsed thell on tl'Je . 

anci~ut 1·ecoru.s . .Acco1•di1J£, to Se;yi"i'arth, the accepted i1i s tor­

ict-.l clir, nolot;y i fl incorrect and should be ~i~ed. e.~. Rome 

vas :not :L"omlti.elt j_n 7::,s B., c. bttt in 752 n., cit 

Deyf.ft~rth' s ch:t e.f poj.nt 01• oui .. tenticn with the 1!'01'"ld 

t in. .. 01.1~h ut l.1ost cf hir.; lite, f'rot:1 1821 until he died in 1885, 

11.:~.. t h:.: t he, 11ot Ch. o.Lli on, run discoverecl the key t o the 

}l::.e r .. ,- Y:.:ilics; but t le 1~orld c.ccepted C~r.oll!on tts t be clis­

cove:io""er. The di spute c entered around sor.ie very i"wldaimi nta1 

Ct.·11ce1,ts . of' pl •: l ology .amd not just. , rQ\llld the uotwl.l 1,1eclll.;llics 

of tr ~n:· l u.t:i. :i:1• Cll=.!l .• pollion w~ a chi.1.d ot his t iltes end be­

li ·:,red t he evolution or 1 .. u~~~e troa s:ll11plo pictures to the 

alphabet -..ll , c. uor f:i.uid syllubj.c co11st?Uotion of vords ~ 

sentences . 21 on. the oth~r )1:.U!d, seytrarth, as a. believillg 

Christian, contended t h!.~t syllabic vrit!ng existed be:£'ore tbs 

Flood; £:lld I1roeh; as the onlY survivor from those ~:nte<.li :tuvian 
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days, per z,et uated t ile ancient and origiDaJ. w.!;h..:bet. He claimed 

it i s folly to t himt t!Jat human being:J could exist tor 2 ,424 

yec.:a. .. s befo1 .. e t he F1ood uithout being able to expres .. thel!loelves 
22 · 

1n ·s01ne f'o1·m o.t' uri•t ten , l pllL bet, !Ima, aeyttarth held that 

the hierogl yphs m."e unotiler form 1n the deve1o)."1Jilent ~ alpha­

betic cnq. sy J 1!."..b1c i•1':itil~ which hnd already existed b'::'tore 

the Egyptia11s ., · P1 .. oceed:lng t1-om these t1;0 diti"erent nssumpti.ons; 

the two men develo11ed dii'f'ering systems beoaWJe ot their dif'­

terent method$ of approach. 

Since Soyx"i'a rth pl aced so much elilpba~is on. Hebrew as the 

orie:in l l.U'Jgit-.\fie of :r.ian; sOl!lething must be silid ~bout his 

proof to1• ·t hi s coht ention. As i a typioa1 of WUJY ot lt.is o.rgu­

l"!l,;:.;nt:; he s t ~1·ted wi t h st .. t 61l1e11ts oi' very ~11cient ,.,,. .. i ters who 

krieu of . 1·e- e:.d ... :t ing ;i:L!!-habets. For instance, Pliny s ·eeks ot 

the eternaJ. use o:r l etters (aetems litergrur4, usus) and the 

Vedc2s e?l{l ::\ve .:.;t a s1::ealt or s ..;cred boolts vhich existed bei'ore 
25 

the F~ood. Cadmus , uho ir; su1: posed to have invented the 

alphabet, he i uent:!.:fied as ?loah. 

lfoaht s alp1'.abet ua.;; a representation ot the sigDS or the 

zodiac. 24 Myth!J of t he Greelaj and Ch1uese tell or the survivor 

ot the Floocl a s killing tlie dragon of the heavens and deliver-

22 - . T.4 f"a ,..9 iU:JiiVl19 t:u:ttv;tb, 
Gustav Seyttarth, ~ L§'l-•r,tx .---... ,.._~ 

(Bev York, E. ~teiger & do;; i 6 , P-• 53• 

23 
JbW. 

24 
D>i,d., p. 54. 
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:I.Dt.i; letters to t he ll'W.llu.n 1·ace. 

Pliny lil•itcs t m.t the EQ,71,tien al ph2bet con:;1stecl or 
t 1;euty-.:':i.ve- l tter s . Tll1•5 al1>wbet is sup1:.osed to date buck 

to the ye~r 66G c.f'ter the Deluge. Therefore, 3&yttarth ~ 

t a ined, t he j,•Ioa chi c.1n o.l ph;...bet Dn.tst have co11Sisted 01• t.ient7-

i0ive lettc:t .. s r,lso. Then i u a t r~ble, Seytfarth showetl tlle 

sil..11-.,ri t,y bet1.;ee11 sevcn .. al lette1 .. s or the h1e1--oglypbics c..lld 
25 

l ette1"~ oi' "·1e Phoe;;lici~m (HebJ.1 81-1)' alphabet. J&notlie1• or his 

~t1--ong ~.r 'll!:lGnts ·wi~s th1= gr m.,t sit,il rit;y 1n ;;J.J b!:.bets l>oth 

~s t o numb~r or l ett rs, o?'de~ awl pr onunciation. The mmber 

01· lctto1·:: -... r. fiet t.fG t weuty-i'ive by i'o1•.w!ng two l '!.:tter s for 

l etter. Th(;: ... ~v o11 liebre11 vo,rel s irt!1•e 1·e11~e iJent ation-s oJ.' the 
26 . 

seven 101mm pl ux!et;:; . The 01YQe1.. 01· the co1isomm.ts w~s de-

t el,"jail1etl by c. i:J -nt ence ::;ur;1,osed;cy composecl by lioah . .. .1"te1" he 

l ei't t he trlt . Tbis sent ence ·consisted o"l t,;.reJ.ve \I01•ds of two 

co !SO u.:nt s each, et.ch word r epr eserrtillt; oue sifin or t ':1e zodiac. 

The 01·clcr oi.' t he co <sonr.nts in tlds sentence was ccepted as 
- 27 

the 01•,h .. 1'" of t.. et·te1•s ir, the al1;l1abet. (See .ii.p1 .. ,~1iclix :a 
~or J:t thi .i. ) ll''•el.!e letters auu the Heb""•~w ... copy o~ .~ ser1"emce • ....u ~ 

wor~s dcr~ved from the ;ae t he oo.~is or aJ.l J.:wt.'Ue.ges since 

t lw·t ·t.1.,~e. Il:. SS6 · r t 1• t he Floo<l when ?-lerws left Cb.,.,j_uea to 

25 
!bis; .. 55 • . , -. 

26 
lDJ.si., p. 56. 

27 
nu\., p. 59. 
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oettle iu l!.&~·1,t, he tool! tllis lC41guaga witll b1J11• i'his e::ii:l~ 

tlie Hebre1;- 'b~si:1 fo1• the ~rici cnt Coptic l mi,f.1.l!"~~e, c:,f -;.:hi.ell 
· 28 ne~~ly <.llll..=--thil·lt c ll!1i s ts ot p111•e .:\Ill~ c '-'1. plcte !.ieb.rGtr ,,ro:-:-as. 

Tbi:; thf.oz,v ..:.:lso e::cpl :,_,. ..... t~"" ,.._s i,\! s 1· • • ..- ,!.>., """ or :,ey1·1·c7 rthl s kq 

to t he t :.. anr~l t:ton of' h.t'eroa}~,ili.cs. 

The:::;e ~ t:: t lte i_:r in.Cij.les f or ·t:\•m1slL ti~; hierog l ~".a•k f..cs 

a.occ :;-, :tu.:,; t S<:~i.".t' •. rthi · 

28 

l~ The l;.,'J.Bl:!:~ge e:~ ?es:;ed 111 1'~37,tia.11 tm-:t.:; :i:. the 
:;c.cred di ..,l ect, i.e.,, the CU1Cient Coptic, ditfc1•inc 

!'o:-. t h\; ::.av.ern C101Jt1c as the Mc:f.r:-nt Greek <1:i.f:fe;,.•s 
!'1 ... r,1.l the 1.1odern, and beiug lilo:t>e nearly related to 
t ile i,:.e:i· it:tv · 1 ~ge, :tile Hebrtnr .. tllf~n t he 1 .ode1-n 
Co1,tic. This i1•i.u.ciple e:-;cludes that of "t i.i.e Jesuit, 
·: .1•ahe1~, accor.-UJ~ t tl 1-rb:Lch the h.1.erogl3-1,hic 1 · ?£,'UGge 
w .. u i deal; it 1\1.:rthe.r excludes that o:r Champoll ion, 
\.l.e c l'u:i.11 ... t · 1h."i..c,1 oue-hclf' or ever✓ i ii~c:ri. ,,ii.'..';,1 
.. i un:L 'i cs i ecol. conceptions, the other lll:i.li' :u1ode1•n 
C J l~:i.a ~ >~d.3; lil eirl se,. tbri.t 01· Young,; ucco;.."l:i;,;~ng to 
whom ... 11 the hiero flypm.c · 1'16Ul'"e~ 1 excep.t tbose of 
t 1.t.C ... : ·01~e 1• ~W.l:?9:.i .:, ~.i .. e al no s~.,:~bouc. . . . 
8 . The lee. ing r,l'inci:•:t.e i·;; tl'L.'lt e~cll llier~ ;l ~llic 
i'igw.•e xpresse~ tlle consox!tilits contained 111 J."CS ll:ll!le. 

S . In m~ othe.t' hierof;llYl>hiC ijl'OUps· e~ ch i'i t;m•e .ex-
:'.i.' • t; ... e~ ·,,l1,t; ;r~:.-~t cotwd o.. its syll .bic ""'Cn: ~ ~ con­

seaueutly that witb 11hich the lk1li:lO oi'. the !!i,'3l"OulYPh 
'.?gi u:; , ""'~ · 1~f:i tllo c •.sis: iu the Hebrew. 

•::. ~~h~ ~~~rlltibic ltler cglyrm,, :i.11 .01'de1• to· ~:: ... ts.~uish 
tllel?l .t•row tbe ,~lz1.iu:.1>e;1c oneu, ai•e C0h!l:i0ll::L _d~t e~-
1.1.1·,1ecl blr t !lci t :i.g1:u•e o:E.° • l!lount., l:Uze th'=' d .. ,f e .,,h .to1•te 
01· tht: Hebre11 or by subsequent i'icures e~p~•ess~ 
• . ~· ~ , be···'I· c::1·r ·1 y' , ri~.--:- , ~~t-.. 1 :s,"eced1ns;; one sy:tl ao:i.cully I,•---•~ •~ "- Q a;••- I •a#._., l,i,1,,.1 • • iii;., 

says. 
5 A number of ~y-ptian images, ·as the case .i.s in 
ail l tllD,U!t;Os bar-=- ditte1~1"1t 11:lmes i the ref 01:e l ·they 
expressed botfi syllab1.e9 differing in letters rrom 
tllei:r oi"i ;in.E.l lltllilc;S, particularly on later 1,ommients. 

,I;,w .. , :p. ss. 


