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IHTRODUCTION

Thic thesis iz an effort to gather some of the pertinent
facts sbout the life of Gustav Seyffarth and to present his
teachings in the fields of Egyptology, Biblical chronulogy;
and the various other areus in which he worked;

A fair and true presentation 1s difficult beczuse the
sources avaiiuzble are pro-Seyffarths They were either
written by Seyffarth, coliected by Seyffcrth, or written by
believers in Seyffarth, By far the most extensive source
wateriul consisted of two lerge scrapbouks of newspaper and
pericdicul clippings collected by Seyffarth himself and now
in the wrchives of Concordia Historical Institute; These zre
&ll frow the American period of his life which-beg.n in 185.6
and extended well into the 1880's; If any pertinent data
such as naues of periodicals; volume nuubers, dutes, etc.,
are missing from the footnotes or ave marked with question
merics in paventheses, it is because they were missing from
the clippings in the scrapbooksg

There is a noticeable lack of information concerning.
Seyffarthls life in Germany for the period from 1796-1856
becouse the source material for it was unavailable to the
author, Karl Knortzls biography of Seyffarth, however, doap
contain a number of letters written to his perents while
Seyffarth was on his tour of Europesn museumsy But this gap
in source matericl, while it may cause lack of blographical
1y hendicap the determining of the
iii

detall, may not too sericus




main currents of thought which coursed throush Seyffarth's
whole literary 1life, He seems to have been & man whe was firm-
ly convinced of certuin truths and wes continuously writing

- on them but never developing them after the 16820's, The points
he disputed with Chaupollion were the sume in 1880 as in 1823,
' His theme did not chunge throughout those yeurs, It may be
reusoned that his luter teuchings, as distilied fron his writ-
in.s of 1856 to 1685, ere probably the same us those of the
Germen periocd of his life, '

Frou the uwny treatises of his which were recd, it seemed
that he repewted himsell contiimally, always srriving at a
few busic prools for all types of dispute, The only thing
which differs is his point of departure, and this differs
divectly uccording to the particul:ir heresy he was trying to
refute or to the iunscription he was deciphering, His vritings
may hove been multitudinous, but they were also very boring
becuuse tihey wll scid the sawe thdng,

One work which might have been valuable to an eviluation
of Seyffurth wus a brochure about hiu which wes written after
his death by George Ebers, the famous Germen Egyptologist,
This brochure is Gustev Seyffsrth, der srste Professor fuer
ssvytische Sproche und Altertunsiunde sn der Unlvercit ok
Leipzig, Sein Leben und der Versuch elner gerechten iusrdigung
Taeti-.,.-;i*.;:-it auf dem Gebiste der Acgyptologie,#

W

Dr, Ludwig Fuerbringer, in his Eighty Eventiul Xecis,
wrote that Eglljigd it amozg nis effects, but & gsearch through

as yet unacecessioned library in Pritzlal;ffcﬁﬁgl‘ﬁltfﬁibrm
has fuiled to reve.l it, Nelgher is th%s tﬁute
Possession-of the Concordia Historical Ins .
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Direct quotuticns from German sources in every cuse
represent the authorVs trunslations, The origin:l language
of the scurce muy be deterwined by reference to its title as

it eppecrs iz the footnotes,




CHAFTER I
o LIFE

Gustuy Seyfiarth was born on July 13, 1796 in the Saxon
viligge of Uebligau near Torgau, where his futher was pastor.
His parents were stron, orthodox Lutherans, AT the uge of
fourteen he wis sent to school at St, Afra on one of the
scholarships given by the schocl to the boys of Saxony.
Alrcady ot this tiwe he was fluent in the Latin snd Greck
longuages, He studied in this very religious atmosgphere for
five or six ycurs znd then attended the University of Lelpzig
with the intention of studying theology, But his thirst for
knowledge wus unguenchable and theology was not enocugh to

atisfy him, He wanted to master all the learning of huwsan-
ity and, thervefore, studied emergeticelly in the other fucul=-
ties of pl;ij.esg,,h:,-, vhilolegy, mathematics, astronouy, cheui-
stry, physics, geology, botany, minerclogy, meslc, painting.
and neche'_-n:l.cs.l These studies were destined to influence his
whole later caveer, After he hod veceived his llaster of Arts
and Doctor of Phiicsophy degrees in 1819, he prepared espec—
1ally for the yosition of a professor of theology. For four
Years more he applied hiuself vigorously, often devoting hin-
self to his work for twelve to fourteen hours each day, a
habit he vetained for the rest of his life, He speciulized

et e——

1
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2
in the ficld of Oricntul lunguuges,

In 18.3 he wos sppolated lectuver at Leipzig, When the
prouising youwng paliclogiut, F, A, W, Spohn, died in 1624 at
the age of' thirty, Seyfforth was apioluted to succeed hinm,
Spohn had begun the study of Egyptian writing emd litercture
even before Chuumpol.ion cnd had anassed o considerable number
of murmascripts and had published many studies on then before
his death, Siuce Jeylfarth was the only professor at the
wniversity whoe hed studied to any extent in this fileld, he
was entrusted with coupleting Spohn's uafinlshed work, Sey-
fluth's curecer nad been detersined,

After he hod gone through all of Spohnt's material, Scy-
ffurth cane to the couclusion that he could not carry out his
comuission without. further study in the museuus of Europe.
Frow 1826 to 1828 the uaiversity supported iiw while he toured
eli the grout iuseuwss ol Durope, However, the support was SO
smell that hic parents had to contribute additional funds,
Soue writers ucintaln that this lack of support by the univer-
sity was o vewson Lor the scceptence of the Chumpolllon sys—
tew of hieroglyphic trunslution and the re;leetgon of seyffarth's
system of deciphering by continental scholars,

On this muscus tour Seyffarth exhibited sgein his devo=
tion to his work, There were no holidays for him, He put

()

& g bt ublished in
Helnvich iuttie, n unnemed 99987, Frp = ng oprinted

in Karl %ﬁﬁr‘tz, On. git., D. 83,




3
in bis ususl twelve to fourteen hours each day, often in cold
and dowp wuseuns. This affected his health, and in his let-
ters to his purents the wan often cites the fuet thut he had

been forced to spend the duy in bed because he had the sniffles

or because he could not move his right arm, But, as he phrased

1%, he would wather be a little uncoufortable than forego the
time "ecenversing with uy :;mu.;cs.ﬂs |
On this Urip Seyffarth discovered & very valuuble namu- |
script iu tune museun at Turin, It was a papyrus roll lin two ‘
languages whleh contained a 1lst of the kings of Egypt, and f
it wus valucble for his chronological studies, However, ‘
seyffarth h.d much difficulty moking the papyrus available
for his study because it took him six weeks to put the small
fraguents together, Each piece was swaller than two by three
inches, It is ioteresting to note that this papyrus offered
hivi one of his first indivect contacts with Cirmpollion, for
Chanmpoliion hud visited the museunm two years previously. But
elready Seyif.rth's opinion of Chanpollion was becoming eu-
bittered, for Champollion had exaulned the box of fragments
and had ordered scue two-thirds of theu consigned to the
mt'iv:r.‘:i :
It was this tour also which afforded Seyffarth a chance °.

Sy

3
Knortz, Op,.-cit., Pe 45

& Youstay 'S_egrfgz‘.'th,..m dhergry, Life of Quatopus Sevis 555
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to moke the acquuintance of his famous sntagonlst, While work=
irg in the Votican Librory in July 1826, he suw ch;mpoliion
for the first time, Me wet hinm at a dinner party soon there-
after, Hls cariler coplnion was not changed by the meeting for
he fouwrd Chuanpollion cluiuing that he could speak Contic as
well as I"J.'e.f-.c:h.5 g feud with Champoiiion via priuterts iunk
can be duted from tnls tiwe as Seyifarth soon began to publish
dissertutions iu an effort to show that he, and not Chinpolllon,
had first fouad the true key to the nieroglyphics, Desplte
this scholastic feud bebween the two men, at times Seyilfarth
and Chaupollion were on good terms per:sonally.e The friendly
relationshi: woez not ome of long staniiing, howsver, for as
soon «s ceylfoxth reached the Louvre in Furls, he found docu-
umenits wilen he thought were falsified by Champollion and
becauie bitter i

SeyfTorth visited and thoroughly inspected all susewns in
Geruany, Itely, Fronce, Inglend and Holland which contained
collecticns of Dgyptian antiquities, end he secrched through
uony private ;ul;ee'i;iezm of meterial, Uhen he returacd to
Leipzig he had & coliection of more than ten thousund coples

6 wrd NI
of papyrus fragnemts, HMost of these he had copled hinself,

%Ortz, On, cit., pe 29,

am-’ Pe Sl,
“Ibid., ». 47.
8Karl Knortz, "Ein beruelmter Acgyptolog,™ mfgmm
00 *ift fuer Erinnerupeen sus gen dentschen
Pionier-Teben in den Vereingten Staatien, Ve Jamusxy 1874,
P. 387, 2




5 .
and the rest were copled at his personal expense, His letters
houmie are fllled with umany obscrvations about life in the areas
which he vislted and coutain freguent refereuces to dinners
with people of note, iucluding a dinner with the Duke ol Sussex,
brother tou the ling of Elnr,‘la.'a(.l.“J
Upowr his return to Leipzlg in 1828 he settled down to

alwost thirty yeuvs of research an lecturlng as Prolessor

arius of Archaeclogy, Among his pupils during this
period were the fawed Franz Delitzschmanﬂ souc of the men who
were later infiuential in the founding and early growti of the
Hissouri synuci.ll He had published his Rudimenta Hierozlvpnice
in 1626 before his wuseun tour was completed, and the materials
gathered on the tour permitted him to couplete his hieroglyphic
systew and te publish it in the Graymatica Aeyublaca in 1855,

His iimense capucity for wori and his interest in the
spreading of the Gospel induced him to accept the position of
at the university

afternoon preucher
chapel, It may be that holding this position led to ais resig-
nation from the faculty. Seyffarth, in spite of hils wide

scientific wchieveucnts, had the simple falth of a child, as

i Gustay ine blogruphilsche
Karl Kports, Guatay Sevifertl, eine
pﬂ )
10

C. P, Stohluann, "Polemische Fragen 'merJalle Christ-

sy, 1856
gonggssiunen" in Der deutgehen Kirchenireund, Jamisrys 856,

11
mrtz, .%. m., p. 13.
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Walther described :.g iz the obituury which he wrote wfter
Seyficrthls death, This faith, together with hi: outspoken
ativitude, mwey have made hin nuny encmies at that tiwe becuuse
Ratlonulisn wos sweeping Uermany, Whether he made the snenles
by his pulpit deicnse of Christianity against Retlonalism is
only o guess, but his bicgrapher states that persecution arose
against Ly becuuse of his beliei‘s.l He was also an out-
spoken uppouent of Mreemasoury and because of this attitude
wade uorce encules, These factors, together with the ridj.cgle
which his hieroglyphic system was receiving on the continent,
ini‘luenceu: hix to resign his 13rofessorsl_::l.p in 1854, When his
beloved nother died at the age of ninety-four, he felt hiumselfl
free to leuve his native land and seek a mew life in North
Ameyica,

The university wanted his valuable collection of Egyptian
articles and studies for its library and offered hinf a yearly
pension of two hundred Thaler if he would allow the collection
to renain there, But Seyffarth wanted to retaln these results
of more than thirty years work and refused the pension, The
university gronted the pension despite his refusal to part with
the collection snd contimued to pay him two imndred Thaler smmual-
1y to the day of his death, This pension enabled the Doctor to
live somewhat coufortably end independently in the United States.

e ———
13 i
Walther, as quoted in Knortz, QDs Sdbie, Pe &<

15 ‘
Knortz, Op. Cibs; Pe 2le
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The date of his depurture from Gerueny is not clearly
noted, e Iof't Geruany souetiue in 1855, and by the fall of
1856 he had been noued a professor at Concordiz Seminzry in
5t, Louils, It is very clc'ar thit he made the aequcintance of
Dr, Caxl Stoliluann, poster of 3t, lictthewls Lutheran Ghﬁrch
in New York Civy, wiw wuas highly iupressed with é?.cyi‘i‘uri:h.lé
Stollmann did everything he cuuld to multe hin asequainted and
to point out his u:sei‘alnc-ss-as a leeturer to others, Pricr
to his arvival ia 5t, Louis, Seyffarth delivered severzl lec-
tures to oy reelative New York City audicnecs, However, &s
there were those who not iupressed by the show of erudl-
ticn, The recevtion and evaluation of Seyffartials specches
and writings is more widely treated in another section of this

parer, oSome of these lectures were delivered at the invi

14 g _
Stolduann calls Seyffarth "DER Csic:] Archaecoloy unserer

Tage, Ju, DER Houptuwemn unter den Alterthunsforschern® invileue
'sic:-:c‘;}.unste w: Archaeologied in Der Impherdsche Horold, November
185'?. 3 a s ere g TIE
: In the introducticn to one of Seyfi‘arth'gs :srti.clqb"@...:.n.;t
the Chilissts otobluonn shows his complete faith in_.‘a'esz farth,
"We think the defenders of iillenarianisu ere n?t sal'e En :;d-
vaneing, if they camoet spike the guns of the b::tt‘e;'?, .I'o?r it
which Dr, Seyffarth pleys won them with such tr e;.e_xdcu-.(.ugite .
Their advince unier such o fire, is that ol a 1'=;t;'e~tt.:'_t agg
of the Lythoron. Januery 1861,0 [6ic] The Misalonury, Gave

year missing, probably July or August, 1861,
+s ol gifferent slzes &s he would

15

"He es up FeGT : .

throw cdgﬁ‘.’g,‘gx:f e uf'ﬂi}"’ together and really ggagl'x:d} ni;x‘;g e

muber of yeors spoken of by the prophets. If A ror
ever, whut I should admire mere, the wondel of T e e e
hegy, or the real Christian longsuffering—o S .

= o e d
eview of Seyffarth's lecture of Febiuary Pﬂiaiégfs as reporte

ik Depr Pionicr, New York City (?), Harch 9,
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tions of the prosidents of the University of lew York and of
Columbia Coliege, After this short stay in New York Seyifarth
traveled to St. Louis, and it is possible that he stopred at
Cupitol Undversity in Columbus, Ohio, It ls known thaot Stohl-
mann had wrged Capitol -to_hez-zr hin, In 3%, lLouis he was
enthusicstleally recelved by the publie, He was the firss
German to give scicubilic lectures in English when he spoke
before the lcrcantile Library A'ssoc.tation on hiz fuvorite
subject, His series of lectuves was better attended cach
succeedin; cvenin, «lthough the number of men lnereased, und
the nwiber of o .en present decrecased, The 8%, Louls papers
were euntimsicstic in thelr evaluations and indicated thelr
hope thut there would be unother ‘series, HNewsmen in 5%,
Louis ani Hew York werxe iupressed with the fact that o German
scilentist-tlwologiun spoke out in support of the Bible instead
of agalact its uuthurity.ls’ A The St, Louis papers did
make one mistuke in reporting his lect}xi'acf: when they cuailed
hiuw the president of Concordia Coliege.

Afger several years of teuaching in 5t, Louis Gustaov
Seyffarsh resizned his pesition at Concordia Semincry to

16 I
"Die Zweite Vorlesung des Hrn, Professcr G, Seifferth,™
Bodnt Iouiser Volksblobt, Fevruary 27, 1857,

1 SR ot
NSeyfirthls Chronclosy, &C.s &0.," Mew Jork Evansel:
d3t, May 29, 1ss8,

18
"Dr, Seyffarthls First Lecture," Ske Louis Leader,
November 26, 18556, :




9.
return to MHew York City vhere the Astor Library offered better
faecllities foxr study, 5t, Louls did not offer emough to inter-
est hiwi at the tilue, although he was instruzental in the found-
Ang of the St, Louls Acadeny of ficience during his short stuy,

In Hew Yoric Cii:y e pursued his regular babit of working
tuwelve to fourteen hours every day, He wrote uany pupers
ased on the wesasts of his studies in the Astor Librixry, For
severael yoors Seyifarth resided in Dansvilie, Hew Yorl:, where
he and severul otner men tried te establish a theological sem-—.
inayy, This eiffort fuiled l‘ixi:.ancie-.ll_l:,f end because he had
invested heavily of his own mesns in a building, Seyffarth
" renuined toe occuny i.vt;.lsJ hccording to his pastor at Iumanuel
Church, he wes intercsted and active in congreguticnal affeirs
until the doy he died, He was one of the founders of the
prosent Duucnuel ILutheran Church in New York City.

It is interesting to mote the periocicals in v?ﬂ.ch Seyi=
ferth's writings opreured during his stay in the:United States.
Although he had comnsctions with the lissouri Syaod, Lelre
und Yehre and Dep Iutheraner contain elmost mothing th-t 1s
written by hiu, wnd wost of what is written about him either
_refutes his writings ur else serlously doubts their truth,

Host of his articies ap: cared in the Intheran Herold, Do
latherische Herglid, and other Luthersn periodiculs nany of

which were edited by Stohimemn, What Seyffarth!s relaticn to

e 12, 1871
A colwm in the Dapsyille Advertiser, Uetobexr 12, '
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the lissouri Synod wus at this time is hard to determine
frow the scurce:s cvuilable, but after his death Walther
preised ndw nighly as & Christlan and called hinm "one with
us in articles of Christian doctrine and foith in heert,"

even though some articles in Lehve und Vehre uade soue very
20
caustic reucrks about iis thinking,

20y, Boumst.vk, Dr, Seyffarth und seine Chronologie,®
Lehre und Yehre, XIU, June 1868, p, 178,



CLUPTZR IT

HiS RELATIONS WITH THS

HISE0URL 5YLOD

. In 1851 wiiie Reverend Frederick Wyneken was iu Europe,
‘he talked with Seyffi¥Fth who menticned the likelihuod that he
would suvon cuigrate to the United Si'.ates.l Vynél:en thought
this possibility unlikely, but in 1856 when the tiuth of the
situation becuue Luown, Concordia Sculnary lumediately sent
a cull reguestiog hlm to serve as professor of Wchuoch nlstory,
archicecliogy ete, Esicl dilscipiines,” In the lettor accoupany-
ing the cull George schicferdecker veferred to veyffarta as
the Muighly honored countrymin and brother in the faith whom
soue ol u‘:', hoew & long tiwe ago as fatherly friend and
teacher, "rz Seyiferch accepted the eall in & letter duted
hugust £1, 1856, cnd in his reply of September & Ochiefer—
decker stoted thnat he wished to thank Seyffarth Ior oifering
to serve as professor without pay. But a salary gas cifered
for Mas lous =s the Synod has the means at hend,"

Seyffarthls acceptence was greeted with great joy, for

the additicn o sueh a world famous scholar ©o the faculty

S

1 Y . ..ﬂ~ -
Walther, as quoted in Karl Knortz, %raﬂ;ﬁdgﬁha

_oine blogravidscue Sklzze; (New York, E. Stels and Co.,
2 p. 22. (] S

2 " o n ) S “ 6
G. Seldleferdecker, a3 quobed in Xuordz, QB Sli.> Pelle

3
lbid.
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was & great honor Uor the Seniuary, Early critisues of his
writinge ia Lghee wnd lehrg regurd his writings on chronology
as the answer o 1,1_ ucolved problens and seculng discrepan—
cles in Scriviuve, This s soon to chunge to severe criti-
elsu, but the Hissourdl Syunod vas engaged in the battle against
Musanisn end Rationcliism ot vhis tiue, and Seyifarth's works
secned o Do jussh the weupons needed to cavry the fizht to the
eNeiy ;

There is not smeh wore informwation avallable on Gustav
deyffarth's ccbivities in 5t, Louls durincg this three yeur
period, e is venbioned as iiving in one of the bulidings -
of the seuinary and is even called the "Senlor des Collesiums
Pevhaps he thought his presbige and age would cause the synod
to elevote him to the presideccy of the seminary because an
article ia the jubhersn Standard for 1856 says "r, Seylfarth
15 on his way to enter upon the presidency of one of cux
wéstein col. ca-;u...;.“b 1% is pussibie be confided this peszibll-
1ty or desive o his new Cvicad Stohipenn while in liewr York
prior to his depsrture for 5t, Louls.

He is menbioned several times in Do Lutheromos o8 ~ttend-

4 o su. ‘l.‘

3 - . d in figcing a
RMnaily a Christian scholar has ,succﬁe:le din
Key to uatters which hove hitherto been puzsles in BIbLLOCL ,
chronoiogy cad he has found an unshkable £ g’t;'n ge-f e
certalnty i: thi. iield also." A4, Hoppe, "Dre S€¥
Borichtwngen,® Lelwe wad Heane, Iil, P 9U%s

SMW, XIV, Junc 29, 1858, p. 178,

6 (ida s 3 ‘2 1856.
WProspectus,” Lutheren Stondard, June =5,
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ing conferences u;.’ tac Free Ivangelical Lutheran Conference
in 1857 znd 1538,

But he was kept very busy with his teaching load at the
Seminsry ond Dad no tiue left for the pursult of hiz fuvorite
studics, He was teaching courses in various fields of theology
and iun nistovy, nathenatics, plysics, and general science.a
Phis locd and his desire to study ia Wew York led hin to re-
sign in the folil of 1e59, s resignation was acknovledged
by &« letter of Uctober 19, 1859,

There was one constructive venture of Synod in which
Seyffarth did pavticipate, At the Synodical Convention of
1860 it w osolved to publish some of Luther's werks in
popular edibions designed for the lujyman, This soclety was
naned YDer Amevilcuische Iutherverein zur Herausgabe Luther-
ischer Schriften fuer das Volk,9 Rev. Pheodore J, Brohm was
elected editer and Seyffarth uub'?z...her and treasurer., In the
next issue of Dsx Seyffarth had en article which
stated that it w.s the purpose of the society o bring the
truth of Clwistiznity and the strength of the Lutherin church

intc the houe. He wrote, WHow different it would look today
in the Iutheran Chuvch if Luther!s populer writings hod

7
Der Luthersner, XIV, Jamary 13, 1856 p. 81.
Der Lutheriner, XV, Septamber "2, 1658, p

8
Karl Knortz, "Ein beruchuter Aegypgios,“ Dex Deutsche

he

Elonior” shen 1n e e eatan, V) Setiary 1574,

Pa 3a8



i —

14
- A o 9
remelued in Tthc hoends ol the Christian people,® The conditions
of weubershiy wero cutlined, The system was very similar to
present doy bock clubs, Profits from the publication of cue

wan

voluuwe were €0 Do used lor the publication of the next volume ’
and as eften o possible subsceribers were to »sceive free vol-
wies, In succeealn; issues Seylfarth deplored the fict that
onily JG6G% subsceriptiouns were received for the first volume .
when Shere wers pilllicas of Lutherans iu the United Gtates, °
In the next issuc he seemed happief because the aunber had
risen to 2914, «nd Le announced thut the secoad volume was
almost veudy, ~Auother anmouncewsnt in this issue urged nembers
bo cormmuicoce in the fubture with A, Heinicke bscuuse he
(Seyffarth) "rill be choent from here for an extended pericd
11

el Ginme,w

Seyffavii left S, Louis in 1859 when the slavery prob-
lem in dmerdica waes becoming acute, Seyffarth differed on the
slovery que.bicn with Walther, mainly beeause he viewed the

yrobley frow the proctical angle, while Walther was looklng
bt toe theoretical part of the problem, The o dlsputed
vigorously for severcl yesra in the various perivdic.ls to

vhich they had cccess, sSeyffarth even stressed that Iz alone

Q . il

5 g cepilaniscpe Lutherverein zur
Gustay Seyifurth, "Der Aucrilunische ¥ Dep . s
Herausgebe Iubherischer Schriften fuer das Vollk," Der Iuther:
aner, XV, lay ¢, 1850, pp. 161-165
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of ull The encides of the Hissouri Synod dared to oppose Wal-

ther on tiixi., problen, liot even Grabau or the Methodists dared
to do szo,

It is well lmowm that Dr, Walther's syumpathies were leun—
ing towurd the Jouth during the Civil War, His articles in
Lelwe uud Hehre for the perlod show him regarding sluvery as
an institution not coudeuned in the Bible, and wvhile not direct-
1y supported, at least recognized and comdoued as «n cxisting
reclity, He zrgued the moril law of the Old Testiuent recog-
nizes siovery to the extent that 1t makes regulctions concern-
Ing it ano its pueswence in the course of Isrcelite life, Even
in the liew Pestauent Christ tells par.bles coucernin. slaves,
and Poul, wio certeinly was not i_norunt of the situction, does
not coiiecun it os oue of the preveiling evils of tne cge.

Welther hod leit Buvope because of the widenin; iniluence
of Muuawisy: cnd Rotlonelisw cnd thely polsonous effects on
Chriuticnity und vevecled truth, His whole life was dedicated
to refutinyg this trend, In efforts to cbolish slovery in the
United Spates nhe sow another menifestation of this Husanisng
it apre.red to be & desirable thing, but in reality, it was
man trying te buiid a betier world by mmmsan strength alone, It
was from this wncle that he attacked the Abolitionist movenent,

13
According to him, Aboiiticuisn is Mein Kind des Unglaubensst

1z 3
Lohye und jelwe, X, pe 57
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Biblically he -howed that sluvery was condoned throughout
Biblical tiues Irom the Exodus to Psuly even the abuses s though
grect, were not sufficient to wake éhe Bible condenn the insti-
tution, Uillsuse does not milify the correct use," (Dox Mis-
brayeh nebt den yoehtep Gebroueh nisht suf), he 'arroi:e.l‘l s
suggesticn to Light the existing evil was that Christic
should concern themselves with the abuses but still ailow the
institution, Protience, peace, and churity instead of rebelllon,
w.r, and blocdshed, should be apylied in order to bring the
waster as well ::;::: the slave into o cerrect relationship of
faith, love and mumility,

Walther's muin concern wes to keep Lutheran doctrine
puve, sud , in doing this, he felb he wmust fizht against work—
righteocusucas of all kinds, - He was concerned with slovery
per se (ax .ich) and not with fhe cbuses, AMlthough his
syupathies see. o have been pro-Scuth, in Lehzg e dehre
for Februsry 1663 he stated that Christizns ghould be subject

te the povers that be and cbey thelr aovex‘;.ment which wunted

to abolizh :sl..:i-er:f ag o politiccl measure, It is interest-

ing to note thut Lincoin lssued the Emsneipation Proclimation
on Jamary 1, 1863, Walther was belng consistent with Luth~
eran teaching in oheyiny the governuent in & 1....1: ger which

was not directly contrary to Scriptures This should show .

14
Ibid., IX, p. 36,

15
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that Walther was mot 2 rebel, nor one to countenince rebellion,
nor an advoeate of slavery, It indicutes, rather, that he
was »m;.-‘.inly concerned with vreserving the doetrine of free
selvation from the iufluences of mmanisn and work-rightcousness,

But Seyfluvth, oo iu other instances § read the wovds bub
ulssed thelir ocpirli, He called Walther a Kegtzer and aren fiend
of the Chwistiun rellgion, "even though he may call out 'Lord,
Lord,? pericdically, "'Lb Seyfizrth aduitted that certain forms
of sluvery did exist in the Ziblical period, but he went to
great lengths to show that Auerican slavery was basically
dificrent ond inflnitely nore horrible in that it was bused
on kidaayp:ing, Therefore, he believed 1t was an Eatitut:l.on
which ghould be done awsy with as anti-Christian, inyone
whe can soy thobt slavery is-a divine institution he automut-

fcully veicgoted to the realm of the unchristian, inimman
and hurci;:i.c;.l.la He even corvied his :.:i:tsii}terpretation of
Wolther ond the HMissourd Synod so far as to accuse then of
the belief thot slovery should be spread throughout th:g\-:orld

by nethods siuilar to these used to spresd the Gospel,

eud saamace - e

I " s fune
16pror, seyrfarth, MIst die Erhaltuns und Verbs et buot
der gegmwi.ertigen negerckloverel clue Suende oder Aot
hepische lLerold, XIiI, December 1, 1863, Pe.2%,
heveafter veierred to .5 WNezersilaversl.®
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ctober 18635 (7), hereafter noted s “Ai‘ricap
1Bpror « Seyffarth, nHegorsklaverel,” op.glt., pe 114,
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Seyffurth!s argwients were all predicated on the forw of
slavery which exlsted in the United States while Walther s
- concerned with sluvery in the sbstract sense, 4t tlues Seyf-
farth's tcruinclogy for anyone who daved to suy slavery per
ag is all right was scorching,

Seyfforth's nain crguwient against slavery as It existed
in the southerm States wus that it wes bused on kiduzp) :i.m;;.go
Seripturally that is (geinst Deut, 24:7, which reuds, "He
that stealeth o wan and selleth hiw, or if he be found ia
his hond, he shull surely be put to death,m Seyffarth deuon-—
strated exténsively the lkidnapping imvolved in sluvery, He
uwede mwuch of the fivst slaves brought tc America by Las Casas
In 1505 cnd the siwilar ncture of slave expeditions after
that tiwe, Sloves are not prisoners of war anymore as in
Biblical times, ke claiued, nor are they servants who volun-
tarily give theuselves up to servitude bescause ol debt; but
they are wen token by force and stealth and brought ueny mlles
wnder intolcrable conditlons to this country. He cited slave
ships which carried scven or eight sleves per ton and the fact
thit British Navy vegulations allowed only ome cn pet ton,
Slave truders, he stated, still mede & profit of several

undred yper cent cven though They lost half their uman CLrso

of one trader who drowvned

in transit, He cited the instance
! d during

wore than half his eargo in order to lighten the lo
@ chase and gtill turned a handsoue profit at the sale of the

—

'P'OG. Seyffarth, WAfrican slavery," QR. Slt..
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reuainder,

Other Biblical precepts he claimed were violated were
that sleves should huave equal pights and privileges in the
chureh; southern States, hmreverélprombited by law even the
reading of the Bible for slaves, Harriages werc often
forcibly brolen up in direct coutradicticn to the Biblical
aduonition that mon should not sunder what God had joined,
Exodus 21320, coumonds that killers of slaves should be
kilied, yet wasters of slaves killed with impunity. The
metter of unasters who luﬁfﬂéd their female slaves without
being held vesyonsible or being coupelied to wake restltu-
tion he sevevely cemsurved, Certainly the Hew Testament teaches
that even & servuut or slave is to be treated as a brother
and fellow redeemed even though his station in lire is not so
clevated o thot of his uaster, ALl these erguments, Seyi-
farth believed, add up to the fact that the legro slaves
were being trected wore as enimals then as lmmens, e,
therefore, imerican slavery couid not be celled the suue
institution which tie Biblical writers discussed.

In an open letter to the meubers of the Missouri Synod
Seyffarth, for the sake of crguuent, agreed with Dr, Walther

that the wbuses of slavery weve the uain concern of Christ-

lans and then procceded to outline thirteen polnis :;31 2

should be foliowed in order to reiove these abuses, All

21
4bid.
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but the first one deal with de:l':!.nite abuses of the treatuent
of the sluves und might be colled a bill of rights for slaves,
¥or instonce murderers cof slaves should be punished, viclators
of Negro woien chewld be held responsible in the cume woy as
cmong the Whdtes, In the first point Seyifurth suggested the
slaves be Ireed, and, if desived, sent back toc Africa &t
the govermucutls expense, Seylffarth, too, secms to have been
influcnced by the Buwnelpation Proclamation,

Waile Walther preached to couvince the slave holders. that
holding munans in bondege wos sinful and urged them to turn
to the Gospel for forgiveness, Seyffarth called the abuses
of sluvery ovdincyy crines und winted only to see laws passed
giving the sloves, as huwan beings of a different color, equal
rights under the existing laws, Seyifarth never uet the sit-
uatdon on the sase chsteact level which Walther did, and,
therefore, the two did not effectively refute czch other's
LEGWLLNGE,

Vhen Lelrs wad Hehps quobed many cxcerpts from Luther

and Melouehthon iu defunse of slavery &s =n institution,
proposition that the slavery of
gouparsble with nineteenth

Ssylfarth cownbered with the,
the sixtcenth contury was ia no w&Y
century Aucrica. — Certeimly Iuther snd Helanchthon did mot
separation of msband end wife,

1 privileges

declure Lidunpping, foreiblis

- "y adte
and the enforesd withholding of ecclesias uica

to be divine institutions,

23
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Seyffarth took exception to Walther exegetically tco,
The 0ld Testuwent and Hew Tesbauwent words "gbedMand Wdoulos®
do not necn sloves in the jmerican sense of the word, The
- Biblicul concept ls that of o wage eirner or one who through
debt ow war his becoue u cervant, but still one with more
rigints and privileges than the Auerican slaves had, Seyffarth
poluted cut tial the concept of the Hsebrew word gaihir 1s
cunnected with the German idea Lohn, sl therefore, coacluded
the slave worked with ou agreement concerndng time and money
in wind, Zcoyffursh cited Jaccbls service to Laban &3 a form
of Biblicol slovery, which certelinly was not lmerlcan slavery,
He clzo eited that ciue of the unjust stevard who was o doulog,
bat who atiil hid encugh nower to thvow his fellow servont
inbo juil, According o him the 01d Testauent and New Testa-
w.nt slavery w.s « Lfar better condition than that @ xilsting
in the couthern Stutes, The 014 ond New Testanments moke no
istinction betuesn slaves and hirved servants s (Dienatboten).
The last arouvent of Seyffarth is the only one which
soes to apply to Valther's ?Lxsiticn and to megt it on the
suwe theoretical bugis and would seemt to be wortly of mmch
cousideration, Hovever, .Sﬁyfi‘iu‘th's coubention that Americzn
Sluvery wes different in the oxbent aud nature of the sbuses
should be exeiined in the 1ight of sbuses of other forus of

sluvery ewxic ting in Bipiicsl tiues such &7 the gulleys ond

sowe of the mass deportations of the ancients,

24
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Walther and Seyffarbh seen to have been taliring aboub
two different things, Suvely Welther did not cowndone the
abuses of ocluvery, and yet Seyffarth condeimed hinm as one who
suprorted rabellien, wurder, adultery and other injustices,
Walther supported wa )'..zil_:'.'m:'L situation videh dld not exlst, o

-1-!- o ofe -

ituction wheve nastor loved clove and preovided couscientious—

[ 6]

ly for him, and in return glave 1ever1 nester and worked de=-
votedly for hiwm,
25
Bewfforthils suggested solution is intevesting, He
thought . baeck the land roforms of Burope and thought 1t

(S 1ve ccch sluve & smell plot of lund axnd his

‘;1
'-'l
HEE]

IO

o]

freedom %o worl: for himself, In thiz way esch former slave
would be indep.ndent cnd cble to lexd his cwva life, Beyf-
too, w.: more of an idealist f£han he reclized,
ihoush Sevifirth dispubed vehemently wilth nen o the
Higscurl Symod on many. points 'aﬁc.::. as his clhivcnology and
silovery, ho rendined in cont.et with the Luthersn Cimreh ond
Wes inmsbmmentol fn the first meetings of the eongrogation
whiceh todey i: Doummel Iutheran Church onl Bighty-elghth
Strcet in Neow York Cisy. The followlng secount 15 compiled

fron infornition in the fiftieth annivelsary boclklet of the

cungregation w ich was publlshed in 19135,

sthern section
Tvidently Seyffarti was Living in the noxrther

- -y e .!’ S =
of Newr York City, lmown ag Yorkville, but he attended the

Trindty Ghmveh at Ninth Street and Avemue B dn the southern

25
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section, He hod been conseious that the Yorkviiie section
Was cm.,:u..,.. rrcdunliungly of Gurpen specking people with a
lorge muber of Lubherans among then, but the cuimmality
hoasted no Lutheran church,

By colneidencs on oppurtucity arose to hegin Imtheran
services ia %Lt orea, A certein Lutheran pastor, C, J, Renz,
from Strottongort (College Point, L, I, New York) came into

¥ che fizst week of the yesr 1863 te deliver & letter
0 Seylforth, It had reesived the letter in Leipzip, Germany.
ceylfarth ool the letter and began to show his guest around
l'..i.s house which wos »ichly fumished with archocolegicul
trevsures and odditics, Renz parvelled at them and could not
widerstind then ond probably became borved with them zud sought
to twm ths couversation to other things,

They talted of the church situction in New York City, end
SeyfTorth loucnted the foet theore wes no Iutheran chureh in
an orea wheve one sheuld be thriving, Reng saw the need too
and offered his sevvices as preacher if Seyffarth would obtain
the consent of hisz cun paster on B, Stree Seyffurth juuped
at the ulz-,;:.c::, cnd L the scme peeting they set the date Tor
the Iiv. .t scovice os Jemuery 26, 1862, &6 10 A, ¥, Scyifcrth
reated the courihouse ab 66th Street and Fourth Lveme, print-
ed lecflebs to advertise the service, and rourded up hIyunals
for the service, GSeversl mmdred people attended the first

Service,

congregaticn remained; and Pastor
the invitation of

After the service the
Renz inforsed tiem that he lad preeched at
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Seyffovhh, and that i they wanted wore services they shewld
50 iudicote, Tholry declsion wos ununimous to contizue the
services, wnd Jrnedlately they held their first cougregational
meetling to decide on portiewlars, Soyffarth was elected scere-
tary of the weebing und severael others, In fact, it sceus he
was eensldcred the pemuunent secrctuyy duriag those fir:st months,

Alveady at thelr first weeting on Jarmayy 25 the group
decided to establish a Iuntheran Chmrch and achoel in thelr
area, Miwates of the Pebruary first meeting, as recorded by

e ‘n &L
"‘:: ALl Bl
s

rovesd strilfe over vhich hyym book should be used
in the coigregotion, thet of the New York iiniaterium or the
newer Migsourl Bool, The Missourl book was chescn,

On Fohruery 31 the founding nembers gathered to draw up
a congresctlonsl eoustitution which Seyfforth, as sceretary,
urote.

At the neeting of loyeh 8 it was deeided to call « rastor
becouse now o pleee @ been found where the "1311'(1 could build
hiz house, end the swellows could bulld their nests," (Psalnm

ECrES
spivite

h’

o " e 9= Tra T
84), and Iikevice they needed o paster Bo further the

. - 271
wil and oubcr groweh of the con grepation, Scyffurth, stiil :

3 RYEEs » o
&8 secretary, deev up the cadl ad along with four cthers

The coll was cent to Postor Renz who

sigred it on Mareh 15%th,
~pecched his firvet serren o3 pastor on Moy 10,
: jsted tiat the sermon

wecey ted and
1865, The congregation und deyffarth ins

be published in five mmdred coples and sold for twenty-iive
he congregational funds,

cents sach to make on addition to &

Seyffirth kusw from past experience the power of the press,
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The tongregution grew ropidly in membership end fiven-
clal stweigtl, Lub ue Cuvther divect mention is mede of ~eyf-
ferth, For Uhot walier, thore 1s no direct meaticn made of
eny cluer liividual iun the ccongregation besides ihe verious
pactors wio scrved vhcre in succecding years,

seyriria wast lhave been a devoted nembazr of the cdugre-
geblon Lo liie end of his life, s obituury, which zpreared
L the Julievamexr Junuury 1, 1886, was written by his pactor
ane stoted toot Seyffarth seldow was nissing from Lis usual
se.t Lu chuvch, wui thot whenever he did hive to Liss services
for goud vewsons, ko excused himself to the pustor alter the
ucxt scivice, He reteized an setive intersst in the expansion
of the elmycl, He wes buried frow Ghe church sud Lis bedy
was Leid bo rest in the cesctery of the church he had fornerly

eliciccn, Iriudvy Congregubion,




CHAPTER IIT
HIS WRITINGS

Seyffarth was o prolific writer in many fields, He even
left arawings showing the possibility of constructing an wir-
ship amdl clso couposed a Rhine song."l But most of his writ-
ings were o one general thewe and were written in one style,
He was fiuent, citen very lucid and interesting, and frequently
bitter wnd surcastic, HJ..s studies in the sciences together
with hiz theclogical studles gave him a pecullar combinution ;
of knowledge which might have been put to good use by & _clmrch
coufessing wnd defending the oft attacked truths ol inspira-—
tiom, redeuption, wnd sin, Seyfferth lived in the age of
Rotionalisn oud wished to defend his Christian foith agoinst
the atbocks which were undernining and defeating 1t in the
heurts of umany people, To this defense he devoted all hils
energies, efforts and talents, all of vhich were unusuclly
great, As one writer in Lehre und Vehre s&ys, he studied
the driest and wost boring subjects which only a few scholars
could master, and Wle did it solely for the glory of God
and iu defense of the Word of God and for the salvation of

his brethren,n

e ey
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He vrote mony purely technicsl works on the deciphersent

cf cerboln /nterlptlion: ond on the use of watrononicil configur-

&
=
o
g

cuirubitilons, ub elways he zeturned to his old theme
~-thet the dlicoveries of scleage in the niuetaenth centuxy
contira wothor than confube the teachings of Christ ansd the
Bible, Nelutively sreddidig; he very rarely used the exagetiecal
or dojmetle cppveuches o a problem. Roither he favered atating
o mutiituie of seicntific facts and discoveries and synthezes
together Ll quotatlonz from anelent wrltings in an eflort to
prove that wihed the Seyipture says is r.x_-.t:!.umllaf true and 2ot
just & matter of fodth, One can re: d.il; vaeognize the rrcblen
here, licoy thiogs of theology are only matters of faith, and
M0 oac oxpechs then to be anything else, To prove them ration-
sliy is dongercas wod often leads to move ridicule instea

less, Bt Ceytlawvth thought ke cowld meet the ratlonslists on
thelr ow. grouwnd aud defect them, Ia his owm mind he < 1id so,
However, there werc those who dissgreed with him, Their opin-
ions will pa discussed in & latsr sectlaong

W . . i e Ve
One of Ids sodn conbrivutions to the defense oL Christis

However, In mony ways he concra-

- L g
dleted himself o to ths value of this new syster, Onee ne

AGY was i new chronologya

thoe of sseondavy lupertines, and .nether
s N --‘4 o+

stubed 1% is a na

L prorhar A0d 1o oune exn
is o watier of primgy Lapovtanee, and no

4

L
I :'[. e
be a Christion if he does not belleve in the new Shronolosy.
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The basic pricciyles of Seyffarth!s new chronology were
the following, JAccording to Seyffarth it is definitely estab-
lished throug: the Old Testament Prophets that Christ 1s to
coite iu the six-ihousuzndth year after Crection, This 1s both
Biblical i traditicual, dccording to the Bible there were
six days of Crestion, and euch day is with the Lord as a thou~-
send yeurs, (Ps. 90:4). The ancients have the legend that the
world shull last for six ages of a thousund yesrs each and at
that tine o greut event would take place, In Seyffarth!s rea-
sonuing Daniel tock this as his basis for the prediction of the
birth of Chri:.:‘l'..b

Another cucient tradition is that the total age ol the
worid is to be 12,000 years, Habbakulk 832, used this to tell
the Ispeclites wien the Messiah would come in the words "Recelve
thy work in the widst of the years." By using this phrasing
Habbeloule -;iu-;::'s 1ot coufirm the legend of the twelve thousand
yecrs, but he culy uckes clewr to the pGO}ﬂg when Christ shall
coue by using beruinclogy fasiliar to them,
that Christ!s birth

of’ the world

Seyifarth wes so coupletely convinced
mist definitely happen in the six-thousendth year

that he waintained thet if the chronology of the Hasoretic

text i1s taken as true, mony wealk Cirigtisns could be led Lko
serious doubt o te whether the Christ wus veelly the Hessiah

5
Ibid, 3 De al,
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prouised by the Prophets, for the Misoretlic text hzs only four
thoasand ye.rs between Admn and Christ,

Theveiowe he wrobe tgulnst Grabaw in the iatroduction to
Dic lilire 2 i SEVerely censuring nim for wmeinteining

that the luszoretic text is completely free from error und fop

rejecting the Septuagint becuuse it iz full of errors, Seylfarth
udmitted thet the guection is purely acadenic when strong Christ-
dlons ave invelved, but that the situstion is dangerous for wesk
Chrictians, Jews and ucbelievers, How, he wondered, con Grabau
reject the Scptucgint when it contalins the true chronolesy
walch truthifully shows Christ as coudng after six thousand years?
Seyff.rth spoke strongly for the validity of the chironol-

ogy of tuc ;r,;(;-tu;'.._.;iz'-.‘l:.a Tt conbains errors, he adulited, but
.111 chrencicgy it Lo correct, Furthermore, ne argued, Chrlst
used it wnd daring the three hundred years between iis trens—
laticn in 80 B, C. uud the coming of Christ no one critlc—
ized 1ts chwonology although there were many scholurs coupe-
tent encugh to do so,g However, it contalied allom‘mc.e for
the lapse of two thousend yours more of time between Adcm end
Christ than does the liusoretic text,

. Seyffurth cxpleined that herc the discrepaucy pe e

the Sepbusgint and the lusoretic texb is nob by accident bub

—— .
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by design, The Jews did not want to accept Christ as the les-
siah spokeun of in the OLld Testament, and i1f they could shorten
the tiue betueen ad.m and Christ in the 0ld Testament account,
they flgured the people would be cunvinced that Christ was not
the Hessiah becaute he had come two thousand years before the
prophecics sald he should, Opportunity for this felsificzation
occ'm-re-;a i aftexr tihe destruction of Jeru:;alen.m Almost

every syl gog with u Jeuish Bible in 1t wis deitroyed und nore

than two million Jews were killed, That was the tlue to start
over, It iz Seyifurth's contention that a Jew by the name of
11

Allbah vurposcly chonged the liebrew text in some fifteen places

and shortencd the 01d Testament time span by two thousund years,

Now that the Jews had fulsified the Masoretic text, all that
renained wo. te throw doubt on the Septuagint, and this would
cause srave doubts of the deity and Messianle character of
Christ,

A typleal ciunge in the Masoretic text, he clted, i1s the
oue inm I Kin,s 631, uhere a slight change in one letter could
change the reading from eight hundred eighty years to four
hndred forty year ,.R Several such ninor errors put tosether
could gusily add up to a lurge enough discrepancy fo:-. the

Purposes of the Jeus,

10
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But Seyffcrth fouad a way to prove the validity of the
six thousand yeur chronclogy of the Sertuagint snd tiums show
Christ as the Mes:iah, Expeditions and excavations in the
linds of the anclents twmed up weny mamseripts with notas-
ticus of astronounicul ouservations ,wi.e. the positions of the
planets o c:;:-xf;.:-;;al Lotious L the skies at the. time of cevtain
great qre'urt.:s.l'dl Although the anci:nts could not figure them
aecurately, wodern astronony with better instrwsents and nore
exact Lnowledge could figure the loecation of constellaticns
at any tive for thousunds of years pest qr futre, and thus T
date even the crection of the world with definite accuracy, :

Seyffarth exyilained this as follows: The ancients spesk
of four cges of the world (Yeltalter)--the first begimning
on the day of Crection, They observed that on the spring
equincx the sun would cover & certain ster, but that approxi-
mately one humdred years leter on the seme equinox the star

would be onc degree to the east of the sun, Thus, in three ,

13 i

- 1 ing the places
"The zneients were in the habit of o'bBG‘I'V hen
of the planets on tie cardinal days, o ““lﬂg“;;‘é.,ry“ gom'j.{ﬂrgse =
Seuple snuels,t vrof. Gust. Seplfef®le oortee Sb. Louls

tlous on Cyprizn Antiguitics," B
Leadepy of seience, IV, No, 9
14 3 g
G, Seyffarth, Die juhre Zelireclmuus, Pe
7 e chvonologically fixed by

e P o i i ‘9. .ar : i
matimma;?clf;lcéiiﬁfgpﬁﬁﬁl Sond the clessic authorsdwgrﬁ,xggyngggy
all :lns’o;nces, eye-witnesses;" frou a lggtleiztg?:gel gc-l’:les; :
Decenber 20, 1876 , by Gustov Seyifarth Acad of Science,in
Tresponding Secretary of the Ste Louls Hﬁ‘oﬁ’g Moticns, accord-
. "Corrections of the Present Theory of the of the St. Louis :
ing to the Classic Eelipses,"
Acadeyy of sclenge, Mey 20, 1877
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thousand years the stors would wove thirty degrees through the
heavens, that 15, oanc whole sign of the zodize, Modern instru~
uwents show that in weility the sun moves one degree to the east
in sevenuty-two yeurs, or .lightly less, Thus, in orvder for the
sun to uove thirty-degrees, 2146 yeurs.(a iittle less than 72.
x 30) would be necessary, According to the ancients Urcrms ’
ruled the Jivst age, then Suturn, Juplter, and Hars rules the .
fourth, in widch age we wre living, Figuring the position of
the heavens today, it can be seen that this ege begen in 568 A.D,
and then i uring back thvee full periods before that we arrive
at the year 587L B, C, [(-5 x 21«16)-565_{ the year of the begin-
ning of the first age of the world.ls This is almost slx
thousand yeows before Christ and, thus, in all lilkelihood, the
dey of Creation, Therefore, he argued, it follows that if
there were, inu reulity, alwost six thousand years between
Adow and the mun, Chvist, Cirlst stands a good chance of being

the kHessiuh syoken of in the Prophets, |

An o0ld Rebbindic ccumentory on Numbers 24317, says tnere |
was a plonet.ry conjunction of Ssturn and Jupiter three years |
before the birth of lioses,  According to Kepler, these con-

Junctions con repest themselves every elght hundred years.
hat such a conjunc=

Computed mathematically, it cen be shown
| r that should be

tion oceurred in 1951 B, C, Three years afte

“e. shve Zaitrechuung, Pe 48
G. Seyffarth, Die liahre

17
mg.' F J Po 540
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1948 B, C. and the birthdate of Moses, &Since Hoses was eighty
years old &% the tiue of the Exodus, 1868 would be the date of
the Exodus luostecd of a date in the fifteenth century B, C.
This 1la turn, would prove that I Kings 6:l, should vead elght
Indred eighkty years since the Exodus, not four lundred forty,
Again, in turng, this would aliow %ime for all the judges to
rule the veriods nentioned in the book of Judges, a.nils wet not
heve any of then ruling concurrently or overlajppling,

He wrote nony other exuwuples and prools that six thou=
sand ysoors Jdid elupse between Adem end Chyist) thws, both
Christ amd the 3epbtusgint-are what 'they clainm to be,

Aftor all this complicuted proof’, Seyffarth stuted cn the
last page,

The guestion of whether Chilst cuame into the wo:.-ld__
4000 or 6000 years, after Adeau is oi no grevt luport-—
anece, and ever 1f the 0id and Hew Tostaments rd:L}d

not contain refercuces to & single itei;n of clu-gnql—
o5y, they would stili remain the true Word of God
to the end of the world,,.Froz that however, lygu
cuanot decide to replace the Hebrew text with the
Sepbus,iut and take Luther!s Bible away, Both texts
cgree word Tor word, except for rinor details, bo

cortoin the untaluted word of God as far as 1t per-
tuins to cur sclvation,

On the.e gensral principles of astroncmical chronology

Seyffurth built up a vho

aluost to the day and hour the date of any OCCUrrence in
the seventeenth

lec system whereby he could figure out

world history. .He mailutained that Petavius,

18 :
Lelre uud jeiwe, T, ps 14
19

@, Seyffarth, Ops Slkes Pe 69
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century historian who established wany basic dates by the use
of the Pteicunic systenm, was wrong often by one to three years,
Petavius! errors cauie because Ftolemy was not un eyewitness
of the ccliiscs which he recorded, but the eclipses of the
ancients :‘3156- more r—.ccv.u-:zf.e Pecanse trey ere based on 2yewitness -
accounts, fherefore, Seyfferth: concluded his owa astronom—

icul tables were move accurate because he based thenm on the.

ancicnt recerds, decording to Seyffarth, the accepted histor- 1
icil chironodlogy is il}correct and should be revised, c¢.Z. Rome
was not founded in 753 B, C. but in 752 B, C,

Seyffurthts chief point of contenticn with the world
throughout wost of his life, frem 1821 until he died 1in 1885,

wee bhat he, not Chanpellicn, had discovez:ed the key to the
hiero,lyyhics; but the werld accepted Chazpolllion as the dis- .
coverer, The Gispute centered avownd some very fundamental

concepts. of philolegy and not just crouad the agtual nechznics
of trenslution, Chaspellion wes a child of his times and be=

licved the evolution of Lengusge Trau sinple pletures o the

elphibet i o uove fiuld sylisbic constructicn of words and

21 s a be
sentences, On the other hind, Seyffarth, as & Belloving

Christian, contended thut syllubic writing existed before the

Flood, and Noah, a3 the only survivor fron those antediluvian

BOme G, Seyffarth, ;nco;-rectitéﬁ gi'é:i:gcpﬂgigﬁ:egilﬁ"ﬂ
of the Moonis Motioms, according to 5 oy 20, 1877,
'l'r'ms;-.ctiozssaﬁ the St, Loui§ Acadery of Science, Hay =0,

&1 : hic Tablet of Pou-
Prof, Gust, Seyffartl, :ﬁgegiﬁgéﬁﬂ%tea a,1
» p. b= a

Peluu [sic] Gramwatically Tren
5 of the St. Louls Acadcuy
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days, peryetucted the ancient and original alpghibet, He claimed
it is folly to Think that mman beings could exist for 2,424
yga:;'s before the Flood without being able %o express themselves
in some fornm ol written .alplmbet.zz Thus, Seyf:i'arth held that
the hierogliyphs are cnother form in the develorment of alpha-
betlc and syllible welting which had already existed before
the Egyptians,  Proceeding from these two different assumptions,
the two men developed differing systems because of thelr dif-

ferent methods of approach, i
Since Scylifarth ploced so much emphasls on Hebrew as the
originzl longuosge of man, something rust be said sbout his

preof for this coutenticn, As is typical of uany of his argu-

s At

ments he sterted with statements of very anclent writers who
knev of pre-existing aiphsbets, For instance, Pliny spezks of
the eternzl use of letters (aehermus liteparun usus) and the

Vedas end ivesta speak of sucred books which exlsted before

o

the Flood, . Cudumus, who is supposed to have invented the
alphabet, he identified as Noah, ,

Hoah's aclphabet was & representation of the signs of the
z°dia°-24 Myths of the Greeks and Chinese tell of the survivor
of the Flood as killing the dragon of the heavens and deliver-

P ayus &
Gustav Seyffarth, dm ' L%e. of Sustayus Sevifarih,
(New York, &, steiger & Co., 1 6), Pe 90
28
Abid.
4
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ing letters to the human raée.

Pligy writes that the Egyptien alphebet consisted of
cwenty-Iive letters, This aiphubet is supposed to date back
to the yesur 666 —{ter the Deluge, Therefore, Jsyffarth main-
tained, the Noachlon zlphibet mist have consisted of twenty-
iive leticrs clso, Then in a table, Seyffarth showed the
siuilority between several letters of the hievoglyphics wnd
letters of Lhe Phoeanlcizn (Hebrew) alptmbet.‘?? inother of his
strong wrgusents wes the great siuilarity in aiphebets both
as te number of lebters, oxder and promumeiztion, The nunber
of lehters was seh ot twenty-five by fovming two letiers for
exch ol the tirelve signs of the zodize and one additionsl
letter, Whe seven Hebrew vowels were vepreseatations of the
seven knoun 3.lg.1zot;..£6 The order of the consomznts wis de—
ternined by o sentence supposedly coumposed by lioah ufter he
left the ark. This sentence cousisted of twelve vords of o
Couscuunts each, ecch word representing one sign of Ghe zediac.
The crder of the cousonsngs in this senteggle was accepied as
the ocrder of the lebters in the alphabet,  (See sppendix B

s = " 10 Youl ok 5
Lfor coupy of this sentence), These 1ettera. and the Hebx

the basis of &il langusges since

ieft Chulidea to

words derived from them &re

that tiwe, In 666 after the Flood when Neucs
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settlc an E.:L-’!)t_.. he ook -l-'his 1:‘1‘5’1{5@:‘-‘ Witil. m;;]. Thil_‘; exbis

: =P
the Hebrew busis for the ancieut Coptic lanpurge, of which
necriy one-third censists of pure sund culplete Hobrew :-.-::-:-?d:s.aa
This theory wlse explains the basis fop seyitorthls key
to the trunslation of hieroglyphics.
Th_"e ars the prineiples for teanzlating hieroglyrhics
cecowdin; to Seyffarths

1. The language expressed in Foyptisn fexts is the
secred diclect, l.e,, the ancicnt Coptic, differing
fron the nodern Cephle as the ancient Gresk differs
frou the wodern, and being more nearly related to
the rrimitive lunguage, tne Hebrew, then the modern
Coptic, This principle excludes that of the Jesuit,
ddrcher, secowding to which the hiercglyvhic lingunge
wes idecl; it further excludes that of Chanpoliion,
coecwding, to vhich ome-hell of every inscri,tion

si nilies idesl conceytious, the other half umodern
Coptic wordsy likewise, that of Young, according to
whom wll the 1ﬂ.ercglypfﬂ.c'i‘imes 3 excent those of
the proper nenes, ere also synbolic,

e The leading principle 1s that each hievo lywphic
figure cxpresses the conscrants contained in its nome,

3, In muny other hicroglyphic groups each fijuve ex-
presses the fiwst sound of its sylicbic pover, con-
sequently that with which the name of the hiercglyph
beging, es is the case in the Hebrew,

4, Phe syilobie hiercglyyhs, in owdex to distinguish
them fron the clphobetic ones, are coLiionLly deter-
wined by the figure of o mount, like the dugesh lorte

of the Hebrew, or by subseduent figures e_:::pg:ess_ing
civhobebieally vhat the preceding one syliabieally

88¥S,

- H of Exyptian images, as the case is in
?llAlﬁggzﬁes iﬁggf different namesj thevefore, they
expressed botl’m syllables differing in 1etter_.-s rom
their originel nanes, particulariy cu later vonuments,

28
m- 3 Fe 53,
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R

G, The alphabetle groups are coumonly followed by &
acteriinative for the purpose of fixing their pro-
npuueiotion cnd sifgnificaticon, being in counseguence
of vae cuitted vovels, souetimes aublguous, like
many debrew words,

e o hieroglyrhie figore, particnlariy no determine
ative, is to he tulien for a symbolic sign, expresge

Ing either mineticully, or tropleally, or eni matic-
ally, & couceptivn or idea, Even those Lijuves ‘

whicn cre nost £it for exyrsszing symbolicclly &

word, exr 1

« xpress in other cormections the elements of
the spolen lenguage, e.8., the crescent,

P
fud U

&, The nunics of all the six hdred hicrogiyphic Jig-
ares ol the anclent. Fgyptians p unon which depend

both their syl abkle and alphaldetic prommceiations,
were £irst expluined in my Lilthographic plates,

relnted in 1845, and appended to my Grong:
aegyvbiaca, 29

e desceribed furiher the source of his system by suylng:

Phe way by which I arrived at that systenm was as
follows: I coupaved «t Tirst a gre: t many different
covies of the saume scered BEgypbtisn reccrds, word

for word, the one vith the othez, and tien trisd to
dceipher, wot single grours, as UK =zg:o.ll'.:1:urz 5119,

but bhe wnoie inserirtion of Rosetbs, and otler en-
tire texts. Afterwurd:, I was S0 huppy &s o alo=-
sover Hermewionts Obelisk and five obney bDi_iniucl
inscriptiouss uy wiich I succeeded iu detcrmining
the true nomes and syllebic valuss of ne rly cil
hieroglyphic churacters, ds regards the a.:.:'.f:“erent
corice of the some Deyptisn texts, they put very
frecuontly owo or three letters for a:’_sy.u.zzb:_l:& sign,
expressing thosé scue letbers, €.8,, At for the
RyLrrov-howicy sud thus I discovered & 51‘?"31;"'2:'1‘{1‘:101:
syliabic hiercrlyphs, sud detemsined thgg.}f.:i.-.;;
vaiucs, It is absurd to deny tn::_.t_t%;e.!'c_t_t‘j:_e
copics of tie nPodtenbuch? arve useful in Tais

resvect, 30

29

the Hierztic Character a

fi:iri'.h, u
I sy PP,

30
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The basis of Chanpoliion's systenm of translating hiero~
glyphics is exploiued by Seyifarth as followss

:!.: The 1;.1%3;;1,;;@ of the hieroglyyhic inscriptions

:Li: n .gtly tie Coptic, spoken 0,000 years after liencs »

E:u?i;l gf_f_.;srzec}. J.nli:lm 00161::!.0 works of the second and
~-0WLil; centuries 4 end tausht in

aricaars and dietiosz'ic-é: ; #a ey

.Oizc 1_3.‘..17.1':‘” o overy hiercglyphic ingeription con-
.-:_J._.;t.; ol 5 ;_*bp.zic, Ligures e¢xplicuble to everybody!s
i:uzg::y% egﬂe otiier balf of mere letters s like alil other
“iniibets,

:-73. The ;.-Ewnt_etic hieroglyphs eXpres: but one consonant
Or vowel, viz,, that by which the name of the hiero-
olyvidie figuve begins, like the Hebrew letters,

"_L. o h':-'.p-z'-og_;lyghic figure expresses a syllable op
tWO oF three consciants,

S, Muny hieroglyphic figures are to be talken iu one
plice for ideographic i,e., figurative, or tropical s
Gr enlguatic signs; in the other, siuply for letters -
~Croyaonetically, :

G, 1;:.11 inseripticns contain a mass of zbbrevicted
words,

7. Commoniy each croup is followed by a deteruina-
tive, a figure signifying syubolically to vhat elass
ol things the preceding word or grouy belonged,

€. Of the sixz hundred hieroglyrhic figures of the
aucicant Egyptians, the aiphobetic vilue of 252 1is
deternined in Chaipoliion's works; therei'ore,.bout
four hundred may have belonged to the syubolic
dicticnary of the aneient Egyptions,

411 these rules, ccustituting Chauwpollionts system
are based, not upon the translation of the entive
iuseriptlion of Rosetts, or other whole texts, Lut
woon a muwber of royal numes and single words, which,
being seporoted frowm the context, ave susceptible,
according to Chaupollion's system, of & sfunured*
dirf'erent trauglations, as his Graraqur aud Dict_o?ary
devonstrate, It is a great uisi'critune for Egyptian
Fhilelegy that Chau pol%ign g&lb‘tgnhﬁ nlllizrs'yuizgi 1y
re trying enslate ¢ Pl sravmatica
el S Had he done sc, he never

Eg exts.
giﬁg ggﬁtéﬁlxslmd such a systeu, and prevented
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the progress of that science, 51
Seyifarth cucbes o muwber of proofs from the or . ositicnts
wreitings Yo show that bis cystem is the correet ome,

In 1856, in & coulidentlal moment, Champolliion suid
Lo w¢, Fwe nced inother Rusetta stone, to encble us
to troslote whole ¥gyyptian texts,M 3 wlbhough he

ou it to huve solde-decovding to wy system, it is
L.pugsiole te translate whole Egyptian texts, At
lecat, thls opea combession demcnstrates that Choap- -
o-lion Lliself wes souewhat move truth-loving than
his cdvocatus, 82

Fartlier, Chumpollion!s successor at Puris, M, de
Rouge, says in hls explination of the "Inscription
sur Lo borbeoun dvAlmcs, Parls, 185130 'It would
hzve been lnpossivle to transiate this inscrintion
cecondin; to Chumpollicnts system, in the condltiun

in wihich he left it;! thut is to say, the 'imross-
Loility? was surmcunted by the aid of wy syliubic
rineiple and alphabet, of wiich he had & copy in

e "ha,

'!_.:. -

hand, as we sholl see herealter,38

seyffarthts dispute with thc. Champollicnists centered for most
vurt on two points: 1) that Chompeliionts orijinel system was
folse and of no usc because with it o:ly a very suall percent-
age of words out of any insceipticn could be translated, and .
those with no cunsistency, and no extensive and cohercnt trons—
lation of wemy Lonjer paassages could be made, 2) Seyifcrthls
sysbew, published later than Chawpollicn's, was betier and

uore useful, as was his dicticnery of hiero lypic expressicins..

This was incorporabed into Chompollion's system by His followers

3l
Abld., p. 540,
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:::1 ::‘3::1;50611“::;‘7::; gi"ina t-he credit to Jeyffurth, Seyffarth

According to Seyffarth, it is basically his system which
is used and uececpted, although Champollion gets the credit for
it, Agaln, the wrjwient, in the finzl wnalysis, i: not over
which systen 1s correct, but it is over who originally discov-
ered the hiercglyphic key, .'

Seyffirth says thut about 1810 Chazupolilon hud uan idea
; that hievo,lyphics probubly exuressed words syll.'..‘b:l.cally, but

precedence with the idea does not mean discovery of the system,

435 an excuple, he cites the fact that Herodotus already dreawed
of & new continent but still credit is given to Colw:bus for
the discovery of Zueric:, even though he did it °entu"l'ies alter
the idea of a new coutiuent was c-::.\cprs.*ss_eci..55

Now in 1845, Mr, Lepsius received a copy of uy
vrinted syliabic alphabet and in 1848 he published
his Egyptian Chronology, purticularly the names of
the Astrononical Decani, syllabically expressed, on
five different momumients, which were inexpiicable
accoxding to cm:;:ollionis systen, In explulning
them, however, iir, Lupsius applied my 'key! fivst
publiliched in 1826, and confirmed in 1853, 1840,
1845, 1844, 1846, and 1847, accovdiny: to which each
of the six mundred hieroglyphs cxprezses, in the-
first place, the conscnunts contained in its name;
uereover, he assigned there to 18 hieroglyphic
figures the very same syllubic values which he had
found in my printed Alphabet, without menticning
its source, I ask the reader, hus lir, Lepsius,
indeed, deserted Champollion!s gtanderd, and

54
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udopted ny oyt and 1dis - .
or not? 36 | dishonestly stolen! my property,

He accused Brugsch and de Rouge of the same thing in the sume
period and on the sctme and next page of this art:i.cle.
Seyffartihl!s opinion of Charhpellion is uvnnistaltable in the
-foliowing excerpt from & letter written to his parencs and
doted at Porls, llarch 1, 1828:
Dally T find new inscription widch Champolliion has
fulsified or at leust made a mistuke in copyinge
Right now I have reference to a mwumy inscription
with @ Greek treunslation in the library, Everything
widch does not sgree with his system he has lelt out
and all this serves to confirm ny system, In this
wiy Chumpollion has already prepared bis downf.ll
hliself, because I cannot keep quiet cbout thls, 37
In other wuys Jeyifforth tried to show that Champollion's system
wos inecnsistent, He compared translations of the Tenis stone
by Lepsius and Reirdseh, two Champollionists,and showed thelr
great voriince, Hig arguments two men using the saue S"Ys;g@
ncde differing trenslations--con the sytem be valid then?
In support of his own system he showed the difference in
tronsiation of the sase manuseript according to his and Chom-
poliionts .;;;,rgte;::s. Seyiforth!s system gives a translation

of this identicsl uemsoript wiich formulates & coherent

a6 3
M-.; Pe 561,
37 > :
Karl Enortz, Qﬂo m-, 3 113 47,
nic Tablet of
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statemcnt.a.gx‘-{-;izin he jives the reason for Champollionts failure
his negiect of the Hebrew roots of words ani then gilves a whole
list of hieroglypns Lrom & Poa:ipe:!.am tablet which definitely
have thelr roots in Hebrew.q_lo

The busle difference in the systems wes sumed up by Dr,

leinrich Wuttke, evidently a supporter of Seyffirth, in a
speech given i.. Leilpzig in 1856, He saild,

Champoxlicn maintained one neaning for a couplete
bierveglyphie figure and Seyflforth throws &ll this
aside and gives to wany hieroglyphs the value of
t;:.-.'o or three or four cousonunis, . dgainst this
Cliuipeliion denies the zyliabic churacter of the
lingucge; he says about the phonetic hieroglyph,
Teceh sign 1s equivilent to elther a simple vowel
or & simple cunscint,'...For the translitcration
iuto lotters Seylfirth gives o complete alphcbet
wnd the Champollionist school an incouplete clpha-—
oy e Chimipollion opposes Seyffurth in this uanners
1o heeroglyphlc can have & double meaning, nor c:an
two hicroglyphics be tuken together for one single
exypressicn, '

These are the 'oppesing teachings, VWhoever gives
sysbolical meaning to the hiercglyphics and sets
sside their alphabetical value 1s, because he docs
this, a Chumpollicndst; and whoever Says that a
Lievoglyphic mcy have several consonents or syllzbles
or whoover hoids with no picture-writing, does that
.5 Seyffarth's pupil, Because as Young in 1819
vroel ived the alphabetic value of certzin hiero-

e ble of figures trenslated by his
Seyfferth gives a tible o gures trans,
and cllmlﬂglliznlsaaays;ems cnl compares wesning derived by use of

the two systeus, : o
ﬂieruélyp‘f; rauber Meaning Accoxding I-Iean:lﬂg According
[ . ¥
: b the prince

: :‘;I 2?9132?;: : Presi.;lent

16 the regent

e2 muberless hehn sic.
dbid., p. 255. .
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glypides for the fivst time, so did Seyffirth
.;.u._-:"‘ha;g__;;».r;t tiue in 1826, and no one will deny
this, show their coupositlon to be of several
CULu3CIL h'u;‘:....-l-f anyoue openly soys he is a follower
o& Chaupollion and diseredits Seyffarth—insof.r as
e gaves the hieroglyphic the value of several con-
soncnts—=-1s trovelling the road paved by Seyffarth,
and lilcs with his mouth, 41
inother group of Seyifirih's writings consists of those
in wideh he tried scilanbificully to establish the truth of
Scripture or eise scientifically to refute the attuciis on
orthodox Christicenity, He used cil aspects of science, butb
if be cou.w in any wey possiblc use astronowy as the substunce
of uis preof, he did so, Thus, he defended the Geneszls ac-
count of the Creution ageinst the attack that there must bhave
ave differcat types of humens todsy, He showed that the var=
icus races tuduy ore capeble of mating with each other ond
- - 5 - s " " # -. - s - § " 1
producing Cforbile offspring, scnething that is impossible in
He also defended the concept of
a2

There must have been soue

the evelutivnary principle,

S8ix vowvual doys of creation, .

who ivritoted hin by contending thot Christ could not have

desceided into hell, for in a lengthy article he proved by

astronouy, geology, oce.nosraphy, end the shape of the earth
he concluded helil

that the earth is hollow cnd therefore,

could be in the center of it, enabling Christ to descend

a1
Heimrich Tubtke, as quoted in Kerl Knortz, Op. Sit.,
Pe &4,

42 i
Lehre und Ychre, II, PPs

75.

T ————




45
(itclics mine) into i'iell.,43 In refuting the Chiliastic posi-
ticn he malkos extensive wse of that favorite weapon, astronomy,
and hils faveorite discovery, the new Biblical cin‘onolagy.M
This refutotion is typical of als writings,

The Chilizstic coutroversy of the lost century hit the
Lutherai: chureh too, UWith the Millerites proelulwing the
second coming of Christ for 1868, Lutheran theclogians at- 711
tacked the ldea ol o definitely known mement for the second
coning, Some attacked doctrinally, some exegeticalliy, but
Seyiforth ctbacked with his double-barreled zun of astronomy
ant chronology,

Seyifarth gave Chiliasa two bases, One, its chronology
is based on the falsified chronology of the Husoretic text,
o, it is based on uisinteryretation of the 01d Testeament |
yroplecies concerning the kingdon of God,

Seyffarthls pecullusr Tield of study is particularly

ey

adapted to the refutation of the first basis, He malntalned
1t i wore than coineldence that the age in the history of ]

the world wideh is most stricken with the disecse oi Chiliasm

en the xzcdic:i.né for its curc has been
His

is the same wge in wi
discovered, He named the medicine as ancient astronciye.

theory is that astronouy yroved ghat the Septusgint, snd not

43 . 2
3 L p 5 irklich nicht
Gustav Seyfferth, VEamm der Erloeser Wlii=.

hinab zuv Hoellgy (iei‘;,ln'én gein," Der llerold,

Pe 505,
aa

e 1 8oZ ® 101.
G, Seyffarth. Die llahre,Zelirechuuus, P
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the kasoretic text, comtoins the true Biblical chronology,
and it wust be true that Akibzh fulsified the lasoretic
recoxd in ovder to deceive Jews into believing the MHessizh
WS ydt Yo coue, VWith astronomy and the Septusgint, 1t can
be shown Thit the day of Creation wus 5671 B, C, Since,
according to the Chiliusts (on the basis of the lasoretic
text) Creuticn wos appreximately 4,000 B, C,, there still
remained sowe two thousand years wntil the beginning of the
seventh wiileniun after Creation, Their calculations led
then to believe the year 6001 would begin in 1868, Bub
Seyfiurth's chronology shows that 1290 A, D, would be the
endd of the sixth willennium, and if the seventh :nillenaium
wos to be woriced by the sccond coming of Christ, he 21’5“:“1‘61
huve coue iore thon 1500 years before the 1868 date,

Seyfforthls wribings and lectures were variously re-

ceived, Often his lectures were very flatverdngly revieved

in Aol reeks ch
in the next day's newspaper, especially in those weeks whicl

he spent in Hew York City after his aprivel in this country,

liany expressed bewildermenut ot his auazing Jmowledge and

corprehensicn of the difficult subject of Egyptology. They

o The seventh pililennium

His mathemetics work this ways g = CO
in vhich Christ will reign agalz ‘é;} fﬁgﬁ ;ﬁ‘;’“ﬂ f;}i:r;efg
yeurs after Creation, Since the (res and cbtained

1 6,000
5871 B, C., he subteucted the 58711;{;::19! would be 129 yeurs

the remaind { 129, Therefore :
lef't after gfneobirth of Christ (lz9 4.D,) until the nillen—

hium should begin,

46 aom SHO 3 § m : Jﬁe—]'-‘-
Prof, G, Seytforth; Guilisen S AR STEn Tond Yovivin,

ences to the argicl.s iy 1Tuo Lutheran,t
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They blomed thely lack of ﬁgmpreﬁen:-;ion on theﬁ own ignorance
rather thon cnytning else,  But just as often the reviewer
used a shurply suarcastic style in ;zj.s analysis of the lecture.48
One anewsrovar cbserved that the lecturer is "given to bhold
hypothesesand jumps to conclusions,” but at the scue tive
novices that he Mwanifests throuélwut a pespect und reverence
for the scered velume wideh is by no means unlversal auong
Gernan :;chol'.-.'_f':s."‘lg This was noted earlier in this paper
too in comecction with his reception in 8t, Louis, Dr,
HWuttke aloo thinks this i., the veason for his rejection as
en Egyptologist on the continent of Eurove, In his speech
in Leipzmig he said, "Custav Seylffurth issv. theologian cnd
on tup of thut, o believing theologien, In 1871 the
controversy over his iumportance as an Egyptologlst still
went on in Leiyzig, but Dr. Geroge Ebers, the Germcn Egyptol-
ogist, sided with Champolilon stating that Chaupolllonts
systen hod been newvly confirued by the translation of the
Canopiar Stope by Lepsius in 1866, This settled the contro-
versy, Howevewr, he aclmovledged thet "Seyfl arth's service

' -
is a very narvow one," Chaupollion's systen contained a

4'? Y &
nppof, Seyffarthls Lectures," Dally lidsgourd Democrat,
Hoveuber 29, 1856,
A

=

BDEI Piopier, New York City (?) March 9, 1856,

Moy York Bvanselist, Hsy 20, 1856,
50

Heinvich Wubtke, Qpe Silies Pe 9le

;_——d
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mmber of veferences to syllabies without calling them syl-
debles, Seyilarth ciue later with the nape Wgylluble,® This
is Seylfiartals Coutribution, he gave the system @ noue, The
Corception ol syllchbies, however » wus there before Seyffarthls
systei,

*..-':1.;!:3_4 ;-:eyf.-_t:m-'::h's system ono can hardly read half

& adne, He himself could read only because he

lode his own linguage, which he called ancient
Ch.ldean, For this reason he also ccuid not muke

ey Gext cnelysis, B1
In wnother report of Ebers! speech, Ebers gave Seyff.rth a
Little nore eredit,

Zven hls opponents whe hold with Champollion mmst

recugnize Seyfiarth's contribution in small points

cnd technicul matters, e.g., the discovery of the
division into syliables, 52

2 IMvench encyclopedia, after the usuzl bicgrapnical
uoteriul, docs not coult itself to any great extent but seews

to side with its 'comtrymam, Champolliion,

i, Seyfferth, who has as uuch erudition as he is
~Clive, s exposed himself morc than ounce on
account of the boldness of hls hyputheses,to the
uockery of' several of his fellowiien, He uefcrded
his opinious, snd those of Spoim,. .*..eg‘i_ir}.,t Chavi=
peliion, in differcnt publications in English,
French, Italian and Latin, 53

45 has been noted, cuong Missouri Synod umen he wus

o ¥ ﬁ-B icht zus Deutschland,™ S
PLiteratur wd Kunst-Ber a
Mﬂ?:; Egtu; i %&.ﬁ Staats Zeituns, Jtugust 13 (?), 1871,

S2

dbid.,

53 .
(Libroire Hacheits 8t Gle., Paris, four

Pe 1667,
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heartlly welconed at the beginning, They expected mmch of
hin, Eurly reviews of his Die Ushre Zeifrechnung in Lehre

lnd iehre were i'..vo:*:c.}s:ie and thaks for a great service to the

church were vendered; but many of the eritics alsc admitied
their i.conpetence to judge the results.55 Later the tone of
these reviews changed, People began %o accuse nin of reclkon-
iug with the ignorance of his reh.dez-s,ssand to wonder why
the great Seyffirth who could not be received as & scholar
in Euvope had cone to the United States.57 He was accused of
using too wuch ;,..:tru110my58an:1 of trying to prove too much,
Wer zuviel bewels't, be:-rcis't-—liichts.“sg As Seyffurth
angveved these srowzents (not in Lehve umd Hehve) his long-
wage becwie wore aund ucve bitter, and sowe thiglé. that he
regurded the wacle thing as o personal lnsult, The two

best aansv.:ér:: to Seyffarth were written by Heruann Baumstark

5‘L G L)
Webersicht neuer Enbdeckungen in der b:s.ul.':.-.sc;zen

Zeitreclumng," Lehve uud ichve, IIL, December 1837, p. £Gl,
55 :
"Dic Vuhve Zeitrvecizmn.," Lelire und iehre, III, Octo-
ber 1857, p. 503, :
56

'.‘-xgll".’g' il H -'L:'.elmﬂ', XIV, e 175,
57 4
Ibid, ,X., ppe 5¢=03,
515)
Lbid., XIV., p. 176,
59 _
id. .
60

Ibid., pe 178,
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end Linderann in lssues of Lehre and Wehre., Baumstark enaiyzed
the situction as follows when he said that "the whole preblen
of chroncicgy is an open question® and that uay.‘rg;rth wa
w.:x:'.-;t:!.n;, hiis time, "In an age of predowinent unbelief," Baum-
stovk coutinued, "ig :].:s_ foolish to be concerned with such
questicns," He added that he himself would ignore the prob-
lem wfter this article and he bemoaned the fact thit he, as
& begimmer in the Lord's viseyard, had to undertake to set
such an established scholar right, His final advice to
Seyfferth wes to "forget the whole tu:l.ng and get out and
erjoy the beautiful spring weather.

Lindemonn was concerned that Seyffarth!s endeavor To
prove the darimess at Christ!s crucifixion &s a mtggal
phencienon wight horm the foith of some Christians,. In
the scuc article he posed a mmber of probleus for Seyffarth,
There ave wuny who follow Petavius, but Seyffarth is the
oniy oﬂe who d:i.fferé. Did Seyffarth figure his tables of
the eclipses hiuself? Lindeuenn found some discrepancies,
Apperontly Lindemann had his own tables and had thoroughly
studied this new system of chronology. Petavius reckoned

& little differently and mmbered his years in a different
Finally Liondemann

menner, geyfferth differed with Josepims.
his case for the Septuagint

rointed out the holes :I.n Seyffart

61
Lbid,

62
Ibid., XVIII, pp, 585-836.
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chronclogy «s the true ci.n:mno.".ng:;r,6.3

fhere ave several characteristics of Seyffurtih's writings
it have to be surucunted ii one is to believe his theses,
The first is uLls acceptunce of certaln premiscs as true and
then the 'u.;ts;'.a.-;ive use of thuse guestloncble prondses in his
proot, Ii the preuiscs arc true, some .of his arguments could
be cu.wviucing, DBut so often he sccepted ancient tredition
48 proven fuct and based his argusent on such guestion.ble
statelents that one is forced to question his conclusions,
Secondly, e is very Literclistic, If the.Bible scys Christ
was in the jrave three days, Seyffirth proved -.--:c:l.enti.’c‘ic-fally
thut Clrist spent sevent.;/-two hours in the grave, and then
he vorried sbout the faith of those who doubted ris wrocf,
As poinged out euridier in this paper, Seyffarth belleved
Chirist!s descent int.o hell could be proved seientificelly by
showin, thet tue earth is & hollow sphere, In this porcicu-
lor lnstonce Seyffarth devoted three Imndred thirty lines to
Provin, Tt ti:-.e c.vth is hollow wnu five lines to the fact
of Chrigtls cescent into hell,  He cited so meny fucts from
80 vany fields of learning thut only an expert in all those
fields could dare to argue with him, Yet, all those facts
Huny of

-
E
=

st be true if his conclusions are to be wvalid,

his yrenises are the opinions ‘of obscuve anclent writers.

G5
m.’ i 280 - 540, .

GéGustaw Seyifarth, "Kina der Ez*%oeser wirklich nicht
hinib zur Hoelle gefehwen sein? " p. 503
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Mony tiues, especiilly in a dispute, Seyffarth seemed to miss
the whole peint ol the argument and to get lost in a maze of
detall perilunent tc oniy cne undumportant purt of the whole
uatter under discussicn, Dustly, his conclusicis aund dls-
coverics ore oo brood, too all inclusive, and toc final to
be credliiic, His system: leave no unsclved problems o open
questions, This borders too ruch or the Divine to be wccou-
-plished by owc Inusan being in one lifetime even if ne were
extriordin.rily gifted ,- able, energetic, _:I.on;.-;-lived and

siugle,




Exuregs, (Deihi, New York), Ausust 5, 1880,

CHAPYTER IV
GUUTAV SEYFFARTH, THE HAN

Seyffarth lived to a very old age and was active in his
vork alwost o the hour of his death, never losing conscious—
ness altinough he could not speak during the last ten hours of
his 1ii'e.l He was alwmost completely blind during his laat
few years, but his activity did not c:e::ase.2 Even when he
was el hity-four, people remarked at his zig:l.li‘l::tr.3 Others
st hove thought he would go on forever, because he wus
offered & special two thousand dollar (per year) scholarship
by the Auericen Philoiogicel Soclety in 1880, Hoz'evera he
realized hls physical limitations aud refused it, In the
yrime of his life, and still at the age of snsrbv, he st

have been . hundscue men of ruddy complexion,

Korl Knortz, Gustay Sevifarih, oing w
Skizze, (Wew York, E, Steiger and CO,, 1886), Ps €0,

& S n for 1878(?)
"inmal Reports of the Academy of Science, for
Reported in a negspaper clipping, but name of paper and other

data are wissing,

Fd

a"ﬁ Sprightly and Interesting Octozenarian," Ihe Delawarc

5 : ' : Hovenber
16, 1880, { |
5 ' wpag seiteste he:il:l.gg Buch der Egypter,~

Der Lutherisohe Herold, April 15, 1856,
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Several parts of this paper kave pointed out his devotion
%o hls church and to his Savior, His pastor in ¥ew York City
and 6ali:her bear special witness to this in thelr eulogies of
him,

He vas rinanelally independent because of his Leipzig
renslon, but hs wust have had other mecns too, He lost a
thousand dollars on the Dansville Seminary ai'fa:l.r.? Through-
cut hig life ke gave much of the feuumrat:l.on for his lectures
to funds for indigent students both at Capitol University and
Concoxdla :‘;‘eminary,s fn hig will he left one thousand dollars
to Concordic Sexinary, one thousand &ollara to Capitol Uni-
versity, “ud three thousond deollars i;o Egamel Iutheran Church
on Eighty-third Street in lNew York City,

The letters he wrote his parents while he was touriné:
the Europezn museuss show his thorough scholarship and he o
reintained this stendarxd of scholarship throughout his l_:li‘e,
In spite of his rejection by scholars he mointained the
validity and priority of his hieroglyphic system to the day

6
Karl Knortz, Ops Sikes Pe 21s

7Gus tav Seyffarth, Ihe mi. 9%%&1!“1 Soyf-

(New York, E. Steiger & Co,, 1

"Dr. 3 ffarthlf' First Lecture,“ St Louis Leader,
Hoveuber 26,

S
Karl Knortz, Ope Shl.» Pe 20,

10
Ipid., pp. 58, 484
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of his decth,

His weitlugs show vuch bitterness, sarcasm, and sharp
eriticsu ef those who dared to disagree with him, Lindenunn
terned Seyifarth's wtititude “1ove1e=:s,"12 Some writers have
referred tclézi;,' uilivy, but these mdy have been iron!.c_
statouents, Pastor Stohluaun, however, was conviaced that
he did uot want his uwchicvements brosdeast to the glory of
cnyoune but Gud -iziz;:self.l‘l While Seyffarth was in 8t, Louls
he scewed to bave been lmown for his pleasant and unassuuing
nistlll"e.lb Hovever, the tone of his autol;iograpiv, references
in his letters to his purents, «nd the muber of times he
listed his degrees after -his nome, leaiisone to believe he

held o fuirly high opinion of himsell,

11 .
Pvof, G. Seyifarth, "Corrections of the present theory
of the lioon's z;ctigns uccérdin.:; to the Classic Ecli;.-ses n

ns of tue gb. Leuds deudeny of Sclence, ey =0,

12
Lehre unl lighre, XVIII, P 840,

15

Ibid., III, p. 507,

14 ¢ Le.rned

Cle PR Jtonluann, "Dr, E'!eyffarth fu]d His anes

Researches in the Fleld of Archucology," Qido lhnie
1l 3 l-'\"iF 8, 1856 (?)'

15 =
Ils\nrg m}lm’ Ix’ Pe 084-

L 4 =3
lGE:;ccrut foon 2 letter dated Tur 2 Italys J?;‘ggu;’bg"s
and written to nls parents; "Everywhere L &m VeIY SR ,c o
received. As o remarkable creature they have Bemvess B =
ue, They conuot imagine thet there could bs BMYORZ FOTT o,
Inteili oot then Chapollion,"—Karl Knorts, Qu. Siles Pe=Sw
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In spite of these charicteristics he always made a
vonderful first impression, Zvery onc who met him for the
first tiwe and wrote his reaction was awazed et the man's
abllity o learn ond his great achievement in so many dif-
ficult Tields, '

It is unfortunate that a man of such great tulents and
energles should huve misunderstood so wuch and been nis-—
understood Ly so meny, His combination of learning in theol-
ogy end science together with his deep Christian faith could -
have coutributed uueh to an age wnere theclogy and geiznce

were ot such great odds,




APFERDIX A

COLP. RATIVE CHRULOLOGY OF THE VRITINGS OF SEYFFARTH AWD
CHAMPOLLION FERTAINING T0 TRAUSLATION OF HIEROGLYPHICS

1621

l6z4

Chaupoliion, De 1'Ecriture Iieraticue
(In wailch lie shows that hieroglyphic

are syubolic, according to Seyffarth).

Chazpollion, Precls du Svatiaye mm.luhim)&
des g‘y’jggg_ ZEoyretiens, (still sy:mbeolic

Seyffarth B Hieroglyvhica (syliabic
’113:1mbetic§

anc o

Chaupoliiion, Large graimar and dictionary
(according to syllabic théory) publishe
after his deuth , :

Lepsius, (@ Chawpollicnist) promulgates true
theory of syliabic signs.

Seyffarth, Lithographic Plates

Lepsius! system perfected by de Rcouge

Seyifarth,




APFENDIX B

HEBREY INSCRIPTION AT TIITD OF ¥ ET
gl ML “_“_‘u e ’1.-0 k I 3 AT.DH:
JICH DETERLINED THE OIDER oyaégwﬁ?iwgﬁ :%H}ﬁa

17 j{ aub the planctary conficuration
7\5 god of the sarth
]n have Has
FT xe this
JT [T et when

_ /g [7 (%gi’.;a) ended the

5 D kalah vestation
]D main of the water
y 0 806 ilasten
g=s
pake o extol
—7? ‘wara  the name of

-n I/ shadey the Mmightyl

Aub is & rlonetery coumfiguratiocn denoting nativity., Gesenlus

interprets this woxd DY ventriloguiste

God is simply the ecvth, a5 Alcrsad signifies the aisty of
the corth, the Egyptian Shumin, Sk
Hava-go are genulne Hebrew words.

Ech is tie Hebrew, nls, vhere; the Hebrew | freguently stonds
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for _g.ho

pta, to go astray, 1s related to the Cortic and the
Latin,Mﬂg" @ 2 3 m -

Hala, destruction,
Malm, the ancicnt Chaidaic form of the Hebrew minm, weter,

1

s

Gustav Seyffarth, The Life of Gustayus S 5
PR pe e, P oo T e )

Pe 58,
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