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CEAPTER ¥
LUTHER'S OBJECTIVES IN HIS LITURGICAL REFORMS
Conforming the Liturgy to Reformatlon Frinciples

Beveral years before Luther undertook astivity in
1iturgical reform, he had set down definite objeatives for
such reform. Those objectlves had evolved of necessity from
the very theme and prineinles of the Reformation. At some
time the teachinge of the Refomat!.en had to be asonformed to
the practlce of the Ghuroh-—l Just as Luther after hls
dlscovory had set down truths, in the same way those truths
would heve to be incorporated into Ohurch prasctice and life.
In eeoh of these two, conforming to dootrine and to. practics,
Luther's objectiveés remained the same. He had no desire to
abrogate, destroy or rashly' oast off, byt whaet he vresented
end taught was for e reformation, a _c.leanslns an_g purifying
of the existing teachings end forms of worsh!.p."%;' In so
purifying the liturgy on the basis of the Reformation
principles, Luther's objective was to show in the olearest
way just how the Rsformatlon principles were to be eonformed
and incorporated into the worship. This objective arose out

of the fact that many attempts had been made to do Just thet,

1Works of Martin luthenr, (Fhiladelphiai Kuhlenberg
Eress, 0.1043),; VI, 22
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but they had not been completely successful. The objective
vas not to set down & strliet law or a definite pattern which
had to be slevishly followed in all parts by everyona.3 ‘
Rather, Luther deslred to set forth a gulde and direet.iva./ ;
Hed Luther's objective been to stereotybe the forms of
worehip, he would have been opposing, not conforming to the
Reformatlion principle that ln matters pertalning to the God
end man relationship the Church of itself cannot make and
deﬁand cbedlenoce to striat .lawa. This objeotive, to give a
direotive, does not sconfliet with Luther's objective of
. uniformity in worship. The extreme and varied forms which
had preceded ILuther's liturgicel escotivity hzd been partly
responsible for his desiring uniformity. Not only that,
however, but also the Reformation principles hed led him to

this. The Church, 23 the comsunion of all believers, should | .
T
find a unity, a unity of truth both ip worship and practice.

Thie uriirormity should come, not as & demand of an individual
or the GChureh as an institution, but by common understanding
and ocommon Gounsente

That Reformation prinoiple which wae the summlit and
source of all the other principles and trutha was the

prineciple of sola seriptura. This principle stood in direot .

contrast to the Roman teaching of Soripture and tradition.
Thus, to conform the llturgy to Reformation princlples meant,

in the first instance, to bring Seripture alcme into

31bid., ppe 170-7l.
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prom.tnenoe,# and. to delete that which claimed its authority
- from tradition, and which was opposed to Bcrinture.s, VWhen
dealing with tredition, Luther distinguished between
tredlition whioh wes & growth as to the form and shape of the
liturgy, and tradition which implied a grcmth a.ne. increzse
in truth and princ:l.blea, planned and. deslgned by men, a.nd
which becemes authoritative in the Ohurch at the Ghuroh'
or._»mand_. Such lsvws and truths made by men were not divine
end in Rro way binding for Zuther.® It was this latter form
of tradition which had to be gleaned from the liturgy. A
further objective for Ianther on the basis of gols goriptura
and the prominence of the VWord was the olevation of
presching and tesching in the service to a very prominent
positlon.7 The Gospel was to be and give the inspiration
and guide for the entire service. It was in and through the
Gossel that Luther made his stand, and desired all his
objectives. &

Yot another Reformation principle which helped to shape
Iather's objective in his conforming of the liturgy was the

Got1.eadienstlichen S =
.ac s.ns azumﬂfr a:- E
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teaching on the Ohurch. The Church for Iather was the
communion of salinte and believers, and not merely an
1n§t1tution, divided into many perts, each having its
delegated authority, as was the case in the Roman Churah.
Einge the Church was to be a communion and fellowship, all
those particlpating, clergy and lalty, were on an equal
level. What each had, he had in common with the other.
From this arose Iuther's objective of striving to bring the
people lnto active particlpation in the service.s.,. -
Conslderation of how this could best be achleved brought

forth further objeotives for Luther.
The Value of the Historical

Vhen coneldering all the angles of liturgical reform,
it required not only eareful thought on the part of Iuther,
but with each oconsideration there had to be a definite alm
and goal. Thus Luther set himself a definlte objective to be
achioved for each consideration which confronted him.

In commenoing his liturgical asctivity, Luther did not
have before him a vacuum which merely had to be filled.
Rather, before him lay the Church of the past with all her
forms, practices, rites and oerpmon!.ah These could not
simply be overlooked snd passed by. The experiences and
struggles of the Church through the ages had given birth to
and attested to the strength end velue of these forms, and

',‘ 9I'b1d., De Tle
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many of them hed stood the test of time. Also, 1t was
through the hletorical forms that the Church of the present
hed e living link with the past. It was this history of
worghip and evolution of the llturgy which Luther had first
to examlne and determine his stand. Hig objeotive had to be
twofold, Hle consideration of the traditional worship or
evolution of the liturgy demended a consideration both as to
form a.m_i to contents During its history, es the liturgy had
been enlarged, changed or asbbreviated, the contents had hed
to be regulated accordingiye.

A8 to the form end the ceremoniel, Luther desired to
retain as much as possible. His aporeciation of the cultus
of the Church warranted sush an attitude. Also, his con-

sideration of the people and the reform movement maved him

in his desire to retain as much as possible of the traditional

worship of the Church. He did not, however, bind himself to
such an attltude. The Reformation was not motivated, nor
vas 1t regulated by such desires and consideratlong. Rather,
the Reformetion hed its definlte principles, a2nd 1t was on
these that Luther arrived et his objective ln rggard to form
and ceremonial in worship. Where the form was of such a
nature as to hinder and obscure the Word of God, there 1t
had to be changed or deleted.,lo From thls evolved his
objeative in regard to the traditional worshlp of discovering
that whioh was pure end which glorified God, and that which

10pau1 Grese, Op.« Oltey Pe 3
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bore the mark of man, the additions of mern whioch were gelf=-
o In having

such an objective, luther was meking his stand on the CGosgpel.

willed end self-geeking snd self=glorifying.

Through the Gospel he found this freedom and liberty. Eie
ultimate objective may thus be termed the ' 'agoroaoh.
This api_:roach led Luther so far as to ssy that he would
rather be without any form or aeeremonial whatsoever. For
him, true Chrlstiane could gather at any place at any time
and glorify Cod in prayer and song vwhioh was ex corde and
not governed by a set form.la' But the many other consider~
ations would not allow him to advocate such worshlp for all
people at ell times. This also accounts for the reason why
Luther dld not lay grest stress on uniformity as to form and
oer-e:;zonial.

Iuther's objective as to form inoluded hls cbjeatlive as
to content., Agein it was the Gospel approach and sola
soriptura. All the principles of the Reformation, governed
by the great principle of justification by falth alone were
%o form the basis for the content of worship, The comtent/

had to bs of such a nature as to reveal the God and many and
men and men relationship. Yhere then the historiocal develop~
ment had been of susch a nature as to obsoure thls, there
there hed to be e change. The messege of the Gospel was %o
be olear in all its fulness. In thls respsct there could be

Yiorks of Martin luther, VI, 85.
{ 121p1a., pe 1534
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no variance or dlfference, but there had to be an absolute
uniformity. Thie then determined lLuther's objective in the
relation of form to content. The content was the ohief
goal, and the form was to serve it in all ways. Thus, in
exanining the hiat.oriual development of the liturgy both in
form and content, Luther sought for the prominence and
distinctivensse of the Word.

Freedom in the lLiturgy

A great objective in Iuthai-'a reform was the objective
of liberty and freedom. Bosause of 1ts very nature, and its
import, this objective appears to stand out above all else.
Liberty and freedom were, on the one hand, something entirsly
nev and foreign in relatlon to the worship of the time, and,
on the other hend, they were in direct opposition and
oontrast to the thinking end teaching of the (hurch at that
time. The Romen Oatholic Church, in its growth in dogme and
a8 an institution, had beccme a diotator in all things per-
teilning to the religious life of the people, inoluding
worship. This dlotatorship and lew attlitude in regard to
worship hed penetrated into all aspects of worshlp, ineluding
aontent, form and ceremonial. The people were thus bound in
vorship in every respect as also were the olergy. With the
coming of the Reformetion, and with the urgenoy and importence
of the prineiples it proclaimed, there had to bs a change. It
was the Gospel, rediscovered by the Reformetion and brought
into prominence, which hsd to determine the Church'e standing



&3
in all things. And it was this Gospel whioh moulded Luther's
objective in regard to all phases of Ghurch worship. From
it Luther discovered first the.t the Church as an institution
vwes not an authority above the Gospel, but rather that it
wese e whereby the Gospel should be proolaimed.
Sooondly, s such a means it oould not of 1t§elr get dowma
laws and rules in plece of the Gospels =Rather, it was ith
Gospel which should determine the attitude and stand of the
Ohurch.”” Thus it was that Luther found and took his stand
in the Gospel,

From the truths which he had found in the Gospel luther
savw the great purpose of the Goepel, namely, salvatlon for
all mon, glgvation through Christ - the Ohristocentrig
lil.'p:.u?t:aa.cﬂ:i..l4 From this all else recelved its import, impstus
and meaning. Vhen applying the core of the Gospsl to Church
worshin and practice, and thereby bringing into prominence the
God 2nd man, and men ond msn relationship, that ls, the faith
relationship; and vhen viewing this from the objectlive of
liberty, Luther found that the Gospel of itself hzd established
the prime objective, namely, that when dealing with the faith
relationship there could be no liberty, no lioonce, no
selection, excent within the confines of the Gospe!..15 The

1m1a,, p. 69
Wivial, pe 7

15 7 ben wvon
Martin Ianther, Ausgewihlte Werke, Hersusgege
He Ho Boro:;erdt and aeorg Yerz (Minchen: Chr. Kelser Verleg,

1937), IV, 58.
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Gospel was, a8 1t were, a lew regarding this relationship,
from whioh there could be no deviation.

This Gospel stand Luther then applied to the formes and
geremoniel of Church worship when considering liberty. In
this respect the CGospel gave no specifioc guldes and
directives, but again the forms and ceremonlal were to serve
and aid the faith relationship, and in no way to obscure the
truth of the Gospel. Because of thie, Iuther found in the
Gospel the llberty to examine critically the various forms,
ritese and ceremonial aes they hed been handed on from
century to century., In taking this liberty, however, Luther
saw further, on the basis of the Gospel, that this llberty
did not give licence to promote and pralse one's own opinions
or 1no11natians.16 There was no room for oride or selfishness
within this liberty. From the Goepel Luther had ssen that
the faith relationship was a relationship of ]_.gv_',_e,.._ of
service and consideration to fellow man. And therefore,
vhen ccnsidering liberty in worehip, this principle of love
had to be obaervad.]‘? It was Luther's liberty; including
this love, which caused him to h?sit.a.te before undertaking any
aotual liturgicel reform. Out of :vae he did not want e
suddenly to change the old ways of worship to whioh the
Deople had for 'so long been accustomed. This would not

lst-rgrk:_a of Martin Luther, VI, 147.

pid., p. 170.
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have been counslderation and would have caused mich offence,
Thus he desired to sducate the people first by g:l.vi.ng thenm
the Goepel that they too might find such uberty’lg
Iuther put much stresas on liberty and never tired of

bringing this llberty to otherss In so doing, however, he
saw that there were other dangsrs involved. The chief of
these was that this 1libeérty in the hends of some would :
become & law for otherss Vhat Luther here feared was that
the people, in the first place, would take too much liberty 14
and be carried away in their enthusiasm. That they went
chead was alloweble; but that they go so far in using thelr
liberty a8 to make it an offence and a law for others was :

beyond the limite. There had to be a sober apyroach to and

Y

use of suoh 11ber'by.20 In the second plase, Luther feared > -

that the liberty he himself took wéi;ld beaone a lav for
others. He feared that whet he wrote and sald would be _.
taken by others as an offiocial seal; and in this way it would
become for them a guperstitious lay, and as such it would be
elavishly followed;?,]:- in order to avold this Luther made

it perfeatly clear that he wanted to avold any type of law,

and that his attempts were only guides and directives. He
practically pleaded with the people that 1f others should
oome forward with something better it should be taken luto

19;91(1., py 182,
fi"":bm.!. p, 92,
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consideration "so that by common work we may ald the oommon
cause_'; e ./

This then was Iuther's objective of liberty on which he

[
i

laid such great stress and which he was careful to make
known to the vpeople with all its implications.

The Purpose of Instruction

From the start of the Reformation Luther reallized that
if there was to bs any sucoess, and if the Reformation was to
have & lasting effect, the people would.have to be educated.
Previous to the Reformation the people had been kept in
ignorance in regard to Church matters, and this had emabled
the Roman Church to keep the people under subjection and
under their suthority. But when the Reformatlon begam, the
people saw a way to esgape the dlotates of Rome by Joining
the Reform group. BSuch a following, however; was a negative
one and was undertsken more as a way of escape from the old,
as something novel and news In other words, the followlng of
the Reformation was for many not-a matter of convictlon.
Iuther réalized that a following of such a kind was an un~
relishle and unknown qusntity. Ae quickly as they had
jolned they might fall out. Therefore they had to be helpsd
to en understanding of thelr action so that it became 2 firm
convietion on their part. Tms Iuther's oblective was to
instruct the peopnle. '
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