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,s 
In taking on the work ot l1tul'Si,oal retorm, Iuther 

himself' real1zed 1$0me ot h1a Otfll 11m1tati:oaa. 9\eao 

11m1 tat1ona oame to the f'ore at the t!Jle 'llben he undertook 

to write the Deutaohe Meaag. In the tirat plaOo, •lnthcar 

oalled B.uge.ahag<m an~ Jo~as to a14 b1m. ~l And s~ond..:cy 1 

When tb.e mu~1cal p&J:lt, of the .B8l'V1oe QB to be oona1d.ered. 

Lu:ther asked the Elebto~ ot Samn7 to,, &1411 ~a be reoe1ve4 

in the persona of John 'tlal ther an(l Oonred Ru~t • �~� llbetber 

or riot this eall11113 for a14 oan be oalled llmita.t1ons of 

IAltller' a ability is doubtNl. luth-1' p~bably ooul.4 br,.ve and 

would have undertaken th1a work bimaelt bad he had the time. 

'l'he demand, ho\"rever, wa strong, end the need ~a urgent. 

'l.'1,erafore; to hasten the mattu w1 thou.t lo\!_1Dg any tull an4 

oomplete oona1derat1on, Iu:thGl' Qall-4. tor these o.apable men 

to a1d him. 

43worka ,2t ll~t1n lll~e, v.x,. ~. 
42Ib~,.• 



LUTHER'S OBJECTIVES IN RIS LI!l'URGIOAL REFORKS 

Oontorming the Liturgy to Retol'lll&t1on Pr1no1plea 

Several years bef'ore IJ.lth91' UDdei'took aot1 v1 t1 111 

11 turgioal retorm, he had set doll'D def'1n1 te obJeo_t1vea tor 

such reform. 1b.ese objeot1vea had eTOlTed ot neceaa1t:r trom 

the very theme and r,,rinolples of the Retormat1011. At some 

time the teachings of the }19-t~rmat1oa hs,d to be ·aontormecl to 

the practice of t..l-ie Ohurohv J ~' Just as Luther after his 

d1aaovory htld set down truths, 1u tb,e 88Jle way those tJ:tutha 

would he.ve to be inooi-porated into ObuJ:'Oh praotiae and Ute. 

In ee.oh of. these two, oont'ormlag to 4oatr1ne and to praot1oe, 

~ther' s objeott ves ·i-emained the same. He had no desire to 

abrogate, destroy or rashly oast ott, but what he preaenta4 

and taught was tor a retormat1on, a oleana1ng and purifp.ng . ... "' , 2 . 
of the existing teachings and .torma ·ot worab1p~7 In eo 

'PUZ'i!'ying the liturgy on the basis ot the Reformation 

Pr1no1plea, · Luther"a objootive .was to show in the oleo.rest 

way Just how· the Rgformatibn pl'lno1plea wer.e to be oontormecl 

and -1noorpo.rated into the worab1P• Dils objeot1ve arose out 

ot the taot that many attempts had been made ·to, do Just that, 

~orka ot Martin. I1lther, (P:b1ladelph1ai· MUblenberg 
Preas, o .1"41-f, ff, 22. 
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,., 
but. they ·had not been oompletelJ suoae.aatul. I.be objeoti'" 

waa not to set down a atr1ot law or a det1n1te pattern Whi~h 

bad to be slavishly followed 1ta all par.ta bJ 91'eeyone.3 · 
/ 

Rathel', Luthar des1:red to aet :forth a guide and 41r.ec.t1ve. / 

Had Lu-ther•a obJeotive been to etel'8otype the tona ot 

worship• he would have been oppoalag, not oont~l'IB1ng to the 

_Ret~rmation pr1na1ple that 1n mat~era per~Qtng to the God 

and man relationship the OhUroh ot 1we1t oana·ot make an12: 

demand obedienoe to at.r1ot lawa.. T'.n1a obJeotive, to g1"t'e a 

41reot1ve, doea not oontUot W1th J.u.ther•·a objeot1va ot 

un1torm1ty 1n worship. '.I.be extreme and var194 torma ·whiab 

hnd preoeded lllther'a llturgioal aotiv1t7 he.cl beea partly 

responsible to:11 his desi~rig un1,tol'lllitJ• Not onlJ that, 

however, but also the Reformat.ion. pr1ao1plee .bad lad hi• to 

th1s. !l'be Ohurch, e.s the oonimun1ca or· all ,believer_.,. '9b,ou14 ~ :· 

tind a unity, a uaity ot truth both .1P 1'Qrah1p and practice. 

~a un1torm1t7 Should oome, 11ot ae a demand ot an individual 

or the Ohuroh as au 1nst1 tutioni but bJ aommon unc!lerataadiag 

and oommon consent. 

Dlat Reformation pr1no1ple Whloh waa tbe sµmm1t 8DA 

BOUZ'Oe of all the othe;r pr1Jl~1p1eEi ancl truth• was the 

p~1no1ple ot aqla ~~r1R!a£f• ~a prli&o1ple atood 1n d1reat / 

oontraa"t to the Roman teaahi~g ot So-ripture and tl'a41tJ.on. 

Thus, to aonto:tm the 11tur87 to Refol"lll&t,loa pr1no1plas meant, 

1n the· nrat 1n·stm1c,e, to bring 80r1ptu'-9e al(?lle into 



,.-, •e _,. I _, . 

promiraeao~,~ _,in.a to delete that. •~Oh ola.1-1184, 2.ta ~'1:;hol'1t1 

- trom trad1t1on, and wh1oh was O:pposed to S~l'ipt~ ... ?) When 

dealing w1 th tro.d1 tion, Lutbez- diat1qu1~~ between 

tradition wl'i1oh was e. gl'OWth as to the torm and ab.ape of the 

11 tUE'6J'.,_ and trsdi t1on Whioh 1mpl1sd ·a gi-ovth ·and . ittoreaae· 
■ . .. ' .... . , 

1n truth and prlno1ples1 planned and .. desJ..gaed ,bf 111$11,. and 
. ·.,; .·.. ..... . _,,.._ ------ ---···· .,,..~ 

wh1oh beoame a.uthor1tat1ve 1n the Oburoh at the Ohuroh'a 
. . 

OODL"D~ ·,• Buoh laws and truths made b7 men were not d1rtne 

~4 1n RQ ·,fay binding tor IJlther. 6 It •~a tb1a "latter torm. . . 
of' tradition which had to be gleaned f'l'om. the 11·turgy.- A 

f'Ul'th~ objeotive fol' IllthGl' on the basis of 901& aoriptura 
I • 

and the prom1·nence ot the '\iord was the elevation ot 

prea.o..'11ng and tee.oh1ng ta the sel'V1oe to a ver.1 prom1n«it 

posttJ.on.·7 !fhe Gospel, wiis to be e.ad give the 1n~p1ra.t1on 

and gu1de tor the 911t1re service. It 1f&8 in and thl'Ougn the 

'Goa9el- that Iuther made h1a stand, and desired all hia 

objeot1vea.8 

.ret ~nether Retormatioil prinoiple whioh helped to ah.ape 

Luther• a obJect1ve 1D hie C)onforming of the ltturgJ vaa· ·th.e 

I 



teaoh1ng on the Ohuroh. The Obu.roh tor Inthw vaa t.be 

oommun1on of sa1lita and bel1eYera, ·and not merel7 an 

1nat1tut1on, divided into many parts, ea.oh having lts 

delegated author1tJ, ae waa the aaae 111 tbe Homan Chul'oh. 

S2,noe the Oburob. was to be a OOIIDIUD1on and tellovab1p, all 

tboae part1o1po.t1ng, clergy and la1t7, were on L'I equal 

level. Whe.t es.ob bad, he had 1n oo•on vi th the other. 

FrC!m t .h1s a.rose Illther'a objeot1ve of atr~:VS.ng !,O b1'1ng tbe 

people into active pax-t1o1pat1on 1n the ael'Viae.~- .-' 

Oons1derat1on or how this ~ould best be aohieyed brought 

forth tur.ther ob jeot1 vea to'l' Luthw .• 

!lb.a Value of the H1stor5.cal 
. ' , ,. 

1:lhen oon s1der1ng all the angi.ea ot 11 turgioal reform, 

1 t required not only oaretu.l thought on the part ot Iutb.er, 

but with each oons1derat1on there lla4 to be a 4efta1te aim 

and goal. 'Jhus Luther aet himself a deftn1te ob3eot1ve to be 

aohieved tor each oons1dera,Uon ·vh1oh oontronte4 b1m. 

In oommenoing his 11tUl'g1oal aat1vit7, Luther 414 not 

have before him a vaouum wb1oh merely ba4 to be t1llec1.. 

Rather, betore him lay the Churoh of the P,aat vith _all her 

rorma, praatioes, r1tea and aereaon1al. These aou!d not 

a1m9l7 be oYerlookecl and passed by. The exper1eoea and 

struggles o:r the Ch\U'ab through the agea had given b1iwth to 

and attested to the strength and value of these totma, a'DCl 
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._, ot them had stood the teat ot tl••• Alao, 1t wu 

tbl'ougb the hietorioal tormo tbat the ~oh of the ·preaant 

bad a living 11.ak w!th the past. It was th1s hiator1 ot 

worBhlP,, a.nd nolution ot the liturg wnioh tuther had t1rst .. .. 
to enm~ne and determine. his stand•• Hlc objeot1ve bad to be 

twofold. Hie oons1derat1on of the ti-a41t1onal vorsh1p or 

nol ut1o~ ot tha 11tur6J demanded a oons1dei'at1oa bo~h aa to 

form and •'to oontent. During 1ta historr, e,a the llturBJ had 

b•en. enlarged, oh&nged or abbreviated, the aoateqta bad ba4 

to be regulated aooord1ng1y • 

.As to the i'orm and tb.e oeraonial, liutber desired to 

retain as muoh aa PoBBlble. H1s appraQ1at1on ot the oultua 

ot the Ohuroh warranted auob. an att1 tude. Also, h1a oon­

a14erat1on of the people and the re~orm movement mat'ecl him 

1n his desire to 1•etain aa nn1ah aa possible ot the tradit1011al 

worship ot the Ohurob. He did not, however, bind himself" to 

auoh aa attitude. !he Retormat1on was not motivated, nor 
t·ms 1t regulated by euoh desires and. oona1deratlona. Rather., 

th.e Reformation had 1ts def1n1te pr1no1plea, and. 1t na on 

these that Luthe!' 8.1'.1'1'9'84 at h1a objeative 1n regarcl. t.o torm 

and oeremon1al 1n worship. t:bwe the to:rm wae ·ot auoh a 

nature aa to hindel' and ob~aure the rrord ot God, there 1t 

had to be ohanged or delete4.10 n:-,,m th1a evolvecl bia 

objeot1ve 1n regard to tb.e tra41t1onal worab1p ot d1aoo-...r1ng 

that 'Wh1oh was pure and m1ah glor1t1e4 OOd, a.ud that ~1ah 



bol'e the mark ot man, the add1tiona ot man whlah were aeu­

v111e4 and selt-eeeting and eelt•glo1'11'Jing.1l. In baTing 

auoh an ob,1eot1ve, wthei- was making bis stand on the Gospel • . - . 
!lbrough the Gospf)l he tound thi~ freedom and l1bert1, Hi.a 

- .. . .. , ..:~ - - . 
ult1fflate, ob3eot1ve may thus be tened the gospel apo1'08oh. 

Tb1,s approaoh led Luther ao tar as to aay that he would 

rat.her be without any tom Ol' aeremon1al whatsoever. For 

him, "t,rue Ohz-1st1ans oould gather at anJ. plaoe at aaJ time 

and g1or1f7 God 1n prayer and, song vhion wa~g oorde end 

not· governed b;r a set 1'ol'Jll~ ·- But the maur other oons1der­

at1ons would not allow him to advocate such vorablp tor all 

people at all t1mea. 1'tlls alQo aaaounta tor the ~•ason WhJ 

Luther did not lay great etreaa oa un1tol"ll!ity as to form and 

oeremon1al. 

Luther's ob3ective a, to f'orm iaoluded h1a objeat1ve as 

to oontent. Aga.J.n 1-t was the Gospel approaoh and eola 

so~ptura. All the pr1na.1ples or the Reformation, gov.el'ne4 

b7 the great principle of ,tu-st1ncat1oa ~ t~th alon!I were 

to form the ba:s1a tor the content ot worship. 'ltle aontent,,......­

had :to be of auoh a nature as to reveal the Oo4 and man, ancl. 

man ·an.d man relat1onah1p. Whel'8 then· ~• htstor1oal develop•· 

meat ha4 b.eea of' suah a nature aa to obaoure th1s, there 

there, hc.d to be e. Qhaage. '-'he -message ot the· Go.lipel was to 

be o!Lear 1n all 1 ta hl11e.aa. In this reapeot, t!lere ooulcl be 



no var1anoe or d1tf'eretaoa • but. there had to be aa abaolu~• 

uniformity. !I.bis then detel'Dl1ned hlther'a obJeot1ve in the 

relation or torm to oontent. !the oontent vaa the oh1et 

goal, and the 1'om was to serve 11; 1a all ways. 'lbuil·, 1a 

examining the b1ator1oal development or the lltul'SY both 1a 

f'ol'lll and content, Luther sought tor the promlnenoe and 

d1at1uot1veneaa or the Word. 

Preedom 1n the U tur51 

A great objeotiva 1n wt.her' a retorm waa the objsottve 

ot liberty and treed.om. Beoauae of 1ta very nature, and 1ta 

import, this objeot1ve appears to stand out above all else. 

Libert:, and freedom wel'e, on the one hand, something entirely 

new and foreign 1n relo.tlo_n to the worab1p or the time~ and• 

on the other he.ad, they were 1n d1reot oppoa1t1on and 

oontl'aat to the thinking and. teaobing at the Ohurah at that 

t1me, ~• Roman Oatholla Ohuroh, 1n 1ta growth 1n dogma and 

as an 1nat1tut1on, had become a dictator in all things P81'­

ta1n1ng to the religious Ute ot the people, 1nolud1ng 

worship. ~s 41otatorab1p and law att1 t,ude 1n raga.I'd to 

worship ha4 penetrata4 1nto al-1 aapeota at lforah1p, inolu41ng 

oontent, form and oeNmon1al. 1b.e people were thua bound in 

worah1;;, 1n every res-peat a■ also -were the olerg. With the 

Oom1ng of 1,he Reforme.tiou, and with the urgenoy and importe.aoe 

01" thG pr1ao1plea 1t proolaimecl, there bad to be a ahaage. It 

waa the Goepel, ra41aoovered bJ the .Retormat1on and brought 

lnto prom1nenoe, whioh had to determine the Ohuroh' a standing 



4:, 

1n all th.1.nga. And 1 t was t~.1 a <lbapel ,wh1_oh moul4ec1 wtber • a 

obl•o-tive 1a rege.rd to all phaae-a of Ohuroh wQl'ilhip, tl'rom 

1 t LUther 41 aoovered tirat tho. t the .Oh\U'~h &I an 1ilat1 tut1on 

vaa not an author1tl above the ·aospel, bµt :rat..~er that it 

was a means whenb1 the Gospel sboul~ be proola1mecl. 

SeaondlJ, ae euoh a maana 1t aoul.4 aot ot 1~selt aet dowa 

laws and rules 1n pla~a ot the .Gospel.- a&ther, it waa, tl'le 
I 

Gospel Which should dete~mlne the attitude QDd stand Qt the 

Church.~ !I.hue 1t wae that Luth-er touad and ·~ok· hie stand 

1n the_Gospel. 

From the truths which he had found 1a the Go•pel 111ther 

saw the great purpose ot the Goepel,. 11amel7_, sal~t1oa tor 

all men, ~~vation through Ohl'1at ·• tbe OhJWiatooentr1Q 

approaoh,1~ From this all else reoe1vecl its import,- 1mpetua 

and meaning. When applying the oore ot the Goepel to OhurOh 

11orahir> and practice, and thereby W'1,ng1ng into pl'Olll1.nenoe the 

God and man, e.ud ma.a and man relattonah1P, that is, the ta1th 

relationship; and When viev1ns thle trom the objective Qt 

liberty; Luther found that the Oo.apel or 1.taelt' ~ eatabllahad· 

the pr1me objeot1ve,. namelJ, that When dealing with the ta1th 

relatio!lah1P there aoul4 be no l1bertt1 no lleioaoe• no 
. 15 

aeleotioa, a:icoept in.thin the 0011:r1nea ot tlle Goepel■ 1ht 

u · Ib!d,, 1 P• 69■ 

"' I I mt•• P• 71+ 
l5JIU't1n lilt.her, AUa-lte wei-ke, H•~•usseseben ·TOD 

H. H■ Boraberd.t and Georg~ (11liioht,n1 · Ohr■ lfa1aer Verlag,. 
l:-937), IV, 58. 



Goapel was, as 1t were, a le.w regarding this Nlat.1onah1p, 

trom 'lfhioh there oould 'be 110 deT1aUon. 

This· Goepel staJ:id Luther then applied to the toms ancl 

ceremonial of Ohuroh worship ·When ooaa14er1ng llb•rt7. In 

this respeot the Gospel gs.Te no apeo1~o guides macl 

d1zweot1vos, but again the torms ancl oeremonial. were to serve 

mid aid the faith relat1011ah1p, and 1a no way to obaaure the 

truth of the Gospel. Beaauae ot this, lather tound in the 

Gospel the liberty to examine o:rl.t1oallJ the "l'a1'10UB tona, 

1'1tes e.nd oeremo._1al as theJ had b9'D banded on t'Pom 

oentury to oentury. In tak1ng this 11bert1, hoveve, Luther 

saw further, on the baa1a ot the Gospel, that tb1a lib8J't7 

did not give lloenoe to prOlllote a.ad pratae one's o'lfll op1n1ona 
. 16 or 1ndlinBt1ona. Th&re was no room tor pride or selt1abneaa 

w1tb1n this l1bert7.. From the Goa9el Luther had seen that 

the f'a1th relat1onsh1p vaa a relationship ot ~!.,- ot 

aerviae e.nd oons1derat1.on to tallow man. .And theretore, 

when oo.na1der1ng liberty, in worship; this pr1no1ple ot love 

had to be obaerved.17 I .t was Luther's 11bert1, inolud1ng 

this love, Whioh caused td,m to hesitate before undatak1ng an1 

aotua1 11 turg1oal retom. out ot love he did not 'Wallt - -
-- ·• / 

aUddenly to ohange the old va:,a ot worah1p to vbioh the 

p~ple ho.cl tor so long been aaoustome4. 'l!lla would not 

l.6woi:~ s£ MF:t4D Iijther, VI, :V.7• 
lTib14. • P• 1'10• 
lB 

Iblcl.' Pe. 811.. 



haTe been oonslderat1o.n and would ha,-e oauaecl muoh otf'enoe. 

9lua he dea1.red to aduoate the people ftrat b7 giving th9JB 

the Gospel that the7 'bo!) might t1nd ·auah llbertf."19--~ .. :? 
' •---..- ..,. 

Luther put muoh &trees on liberty and never t1l'e4 of 

br1ng1ng this liberty to others. In so doing; howner, ha 
' 

saw tha.t there 'trere other dangers 112volvad. !be oh1et ot 
I 

these was that this liberty in the hand, ot same would 

beoome a law for others. ~ihat Illther here teared ·w.a that - .. --.... .. 

the people, in the- ~~.a:t-\ ,iaoe .•. would take t~ muoh libert,1 -~t ( 
and· be oarr1ed away 1n their enthusiasm. 'Dlat they went. 

ahead was allowable• but that theJ go ao tar 1n using their 

liberty o.s to make 1t an otteaoe BJl4 -a law tor others vaa 

beJond the 11m1 ta. 1here bad to be a sober ap;,roaoh to and 

use ot auoh. liberty. 20 In the second ,Plaoa, "Luther teared 
..... ...__ ..... 

t,he:t the 11 ber:t,7 he b1maelt took ·1'oul4. baoome a law tor 

others. . He teared that vbat be Wl'oie and eaid voulc:1: be 

teken b7 others as an of't1q1al seal; &114 in this way 1 t 1f0ul4 

become tor them a euper.etl t1ou■ lay,. an4, as au.Qh l :t, would be· 
I . . .. 

·alanahly• tollowea:.!; Ia ol'(l.9J9 to aTo1d tnia Luther ma4e 

~t perteot11 oleo that he wanted to avo14. ari:y t1?• ot· l,aw,, 

and tha.t hls attempts were only guidea. and' direot1T••• He 

praot1oall7 pleaded '11th the people t.be.t it others ahoUl.4 

·oome forward v1 th aomethiag bette.J! 1 t should be taken into 



aonal~•~a.~on "ao that by OOllllOD VOl'k we lll&J &14 the OOJllllOll 
,.,-· I 

oauae." •-~ .✓ _.. . ~--
'1'h~s then was I;uthez-•·s. obJeot1:ve ot 11~t7 on Wh1oh be 

la14 suoh- great stress aud wh10h be vaa- oa:oetul to make 

known to the people with all 1ta 1_mpl1oat1ona. 

!he Pul'PO!le ot lnatruQUon. · 

FroJD. the start ot th• ae:rormatton ·Luther· ,N&llsed that . . . 
lf t.bere ·wa.e ta be ·aay suooeea,. an(l it the Retorme.tAon wae to 

have· s. las~3,ng etteot, tbe peQple :woul4, lla,:te ,to be e4uoat94,. 

'Pl'~OUB to the, Reformation the people had 'be• kept in 

1gnol'aaa~ 1n regard to C~h 1,1atters1 ana t _his bad enabled 

the Romaa Ohuroh to keep the people wt4,er su'bjeot!on aad 

under ~e~:r authontr• But when the Retormatioa began• the 

peo~le aaw a way to eeoape the d1Qtatee o~ Rome-by jo1Dtng 

the Reform group. Su.oh a to.llovlng, howevEtr, waa a negative 

one and_ .was undertaken •more a.a a ~Y' of e.soape ti-om the old* 

aa s.omething novel and n e,w. In ot!).e:r wor.4&·- ·the· tollow1ng of' 

the Retol'Dlation was tor many not·a iDat.tel' ot· aorirtatd.ma. 

Luther reall~ad that a tollOV1-ng ot auah a kind was an ·UII• 

:rel1able and wilmovn quant1tJ, Aa, qu1oklJ as they bad 

3o1ne4 they m.~bt tall out.. !1191'.eto" tb~7 ~ to be helpacl. 

to a.n Wlde:ratan41ng ot their aot1on so that it 1;,eoame. a t1l'Dl 

oottv1ot1on on the1·:r part. Th.US Iatber'a objeotive was to 

1nst:ruct the people. 

l'\ 


