
Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis 

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary 

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship 

6-1-1952 

The Social Ethics of Reinhold Niebuhr The Social Ethics of Reinhold Niebuhr 

Richard E. Koenig 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_koenigr@csl.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv 

 Part of the Religious Thought, Theology and Philosophy of Religion Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Koenig, Richard E., "The Social Ethics of Reinhold Niebuhr" (1952). Bachelor of Divinity. 384. 
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/384 

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly 
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized 
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact 
seitzw@csl.edu. 







-

,a 
. 

'tddle mainl&inbg aoa ot h1a Older �T�i�n % � on eaomalo power, Ille rlu ot 

�h % �o�l�a� ae.usad Jliebubr to GQI 

Poll tioal. power 4eaenvcl• to 'be plaaecl 1n a apealal aatep17, beaau• 
1 t nnta upon the ability to uae u4 ~palaa otba �:�l�'�o�n % � ot 
aoc1al pove:r tor Ula partlOlllar pvpoaa of ol'&Mislllc 8114 doaSnaUmc 
the aOllll!IIIDl �~� • .30 

81nae Jtlebabr1 a a.t.hn.Uon aealered l.U'gei, upon '11e eaoll.Ollio dillloaaUona 

of the world cl:arizig the Gnat �D�e�p�n % �a�l�o�n�i� lie •cJ.eoW or taiW to 

clenlop h1a thaor:, of tha ata'9 u a polUloeJ. eau,,-. ltllh Ille nae ot 

J'aaa1am. ha aama to nall•• the moala PNlemlona u4 �a�l�.�a�l�a % � which a 

% �t�a�.�t�a� g,ua state can mm. Jn 1932 Jut -W!l clon b cllotum tbat. •the 

nat10ZL is a corporate 11111'79 held together :auah iaon ._ torae anll •otloa. 

than 'bJ' m1nr1..•31 Wt.th We Ti••• the eataltllament of .1ullae aoulcl 

o~ bo effected nth tu uae at ccnmterpnann u4 pcnrel'. Bo....,.r. 

both h1a conaept10ZL ot ponl' and tbe •thocla ot �e % �t�a�b�l�l�a�h�i�D�c� .1uaUao 

Clhanpd b;v hia ow �a�c�1�a�l % �a�l�o�n� aa we % �h�a�l�l� llaTe oppol'\1ml ti' to 11u.tion 

ap1n. 'l1hs f'aot. that gonnant.1 an torae4 to aoel'N opeu aoat.ev 

up to other 4Nlgera bealc1ea tllat of inJuUae fltoll lhe eaoaomlo 11¥11'•• 
U ta a quaat10ZL vllabr llelnlbr in l'ff!alllC his eaUute ot Ula 

aoat % �i�&�n�l�f�l�c�a�n�t� �t�1�P�9 % � at aoolal power nn.aecl Id.a �e % �t�S�.�.�t�e� at Iba ftm 

e11J>l:01J119nt of po11t1aal power. 118 had. atate4 ln 193'h 

'lha poUt:loal power 1n &'117 % �o�a�l�e�t�,� la ul4 'bJ tba group vh1oh 
nommenda the moat % �S�&�D�S�.�t�:�l�a�a�a�t�.� QP8 ot ncm-polltlaal powr. mlher 

30p1c1. • p. 263. 

31m. p. 88. 
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1 t 'be mtlUa.17 pcnreae, prtea~ pne,lge, eooamnla GVal'aJd:p oz, the 
ability to manipulate tbe taalmlpal pz,oae■a■ of Illa oo....St7.'2 

Bia atatcraent 1n the Glffo1'4 leatun■ (note to~wte 29) VOlll.4 aeem to 

·suppor~ the view tbat; hla poaltlon 011 the manlpalaUoa of polltlaal 

power remains unc~. 

ft.a reason ~ auah an axfienAecl anai,.s.a of power vea aeaea9&17 lies 

1n the aonneation between ~• uH ot P;J1'81' am. lDJUlltlaa, u haa been 

S.ntlmntua. 'before,. 

ill hiutoric foma of .1uaUae em illJutlae are cleteaba4 to a 
ll1IOh larger· cl86fte tJJan pan raUouli■ta or 14aallat■ reallu 
by tho f;iven equlU.brim or dlaproportlon vlllwl. eeah tnxa ot 
power end 'b3 t!le baJ.llnoe ·ot 'ftll'lcnaa t;,nea of pon:r lD a p,rea 
communit1°• It 11181 be taken aa ancmafilc that peat 41apropor­
tlona of power load to 1nJu9t:lae, vhattm1r 111Q" be the effort a 
to mitigate lt. 'l!bua the comen.t1"&tloa .of eoon.Ol!da. powr ill 
modern tac!mlce.1 aoole_, ll&s ma4e tor 111.1Ut1ae,.. ldl.lle the 4lt-
fu91on of poli tlaal povezi Jlaa made for 3uat1ae • .13 ~ 

· In this: Ble'bubr comes aloae to edoralng Um pllnule of Lord Aaton, 

•All pove:r aorrp.pte 6?lCl abaolute power eorrapta ·a'baolulel.1'.• !JJe 

control of algnlf1~t aoaroea of -!JOWi' ta too mah a temptation tor 

a:lnN man. It nat be helcl in nstl'alnt. · 

~he ldoel of equel 4'utlae aeta tu cleua4a of pare ap{dt a&ai,mt; 
the feet pt mtve. Rann does aot e:a4ow •• ~; 8114 Uta 
11:lpulaaa of nature •oreate eaoleUea 1B vhlah baqalltle■ of elilow­
ment &NI m.aoentuatel baaaua \Ila lbNw4 8114 '- •'1'0DC aw a"bla to 
&r1"06•1e povora 11114 :pnTtlepe vhloh eUIIIIN tllelr a,l'Ugth a114 
plaae tbs wale, the simple, am\ tlla atonuu.te Uller d41Uoma1 
cliaa4Tantage11. :INl'I' 1oala1 Q'S'tul teda t;o oreale 4tffeHUea la 
strength an4 wealmea■, SD weal th • pcrnl'Q' nah gre~ter tJJan Ul'­
th:Lag whlah the vol'ld at D&'1\N Jmon. ln1'7 ■oolal qat;a u4on 

32aa, p. lSl. 
,,., p. 262 • 

• 



tbe strong man, vho ia •~•·to gnap the nSU of· povel'i with 
•tl'eZICtb wh1ah !P del'iftt from aoal•- Uselt aatl 1a not of hia 
on oont:r1ving,J4' 

.Although 1t le not ezplla:lllt aaW, ne"bular pJ"O"babll' ho149 to U. •view 

whiah he ezpreOBecl aeru._. Um& theaa 4l■P"pol'l:lou of !)GW81' oama about 

la the traaalt:lon :floom a paatOl'Bl to 8INl":lan eaoa-,-, 11114 fltom Iha 

&gr&l'lan eoon~ to the tncluatr:lal 111111 11'114ing o:lTll:l•t:loa of the aolera 

era, !mis the M"1'3::lat lnnal!ptlon vcnaJ.4 .Pl"O• U■elt aoneol apla. It 

la a t:rago4 that ~ ■ama taalmolo17 vh:lah man ul4 to tea• u.ture ahou14 

area.to the great inJuatlaea wh:lah ov a:lrill•t:lon mut eDllun. Power la 

ao uneTelll;r d1et:r11nl'84 that .jua11:lae :baa ho .. a mon 4ltt:lault aohlna­

aant.3S 

In viewins the rant :1.a.,uuae of molen eta.tea, B:lelnlhr vaa led to 

nnae his eatime.te oa t!lo foNat:lon of theae pov.ps, Vhenu be pn­

vlou~ sew them aa oonft.cara,1:1.ona re■ultlDc to a larp anent fl'oll the 

v:ltal1t1ea of hlJJl&n u.t'IIN, be latel' e11Clove4 '11a vlth a laqer •uue 

of aonaaioua oholae, e aort; of croup llin4 beaav.N ot vhloh tlla atale 

a01Jl.d be he14 reapoms:lbla. lie had aa!cla 

Since there cau be ao eth:laal aot:lon vUhaa.t ■e1t-a:r1 ts.ala, .a. 
no aelt-criUoia vUhoa.t raHcmal oapaa:l.'1' tor ■elf tl"&Zl■ o■deue, 
it 11!1 natural that •lional atU1iu4ea aan bal'lll7 approxSllate tile 
athlaal.'6 

J:rom this new of aoo:le'7, •B:le'bahz' ezpeoted. the 'bl'll.tal.Ulea aD4 elhiaal 

:lurt:la of human oolleot:lwa. JIii~ a oloau :lan■t:lpUo:a at Iba aohedoa 

lfg. p. 2. 

36Ib:lcl. , JI• 88. 
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of poupa :renaled. thats 

SlJLful prlu and ilol&ll'OUa pnHaet.oa an Uma cm 1nm able aon­
oomtant of tha aohealon of lal'p poUliaal cnu,pa. · ·thl■ i■ ~ 
~t :la imJ,o-■lble to repr4 -the lover·110NU'7 of l'l'OUJ>II, in aompari• 
80D with b41Ylclua1■, N Ille GODNquDCl8 ot '11a iMnla of ••lure• 

· filg&lnat the higher 4amanu ot 11141Tl4ual nucm.37 

!'here 1a then a point ot aoa\&01., a po■■11tlU'7, a4 .1utiftoalloa of Iha 

ethioal ar:ttlalsm or iz'oupa. !PM patlel'II mlil not 'be ■mer pover acain■t 

power al thauoi tbat in · 1i1le •flmli ~•1• vlll 11enr be cliapqaecl vs. th. 

!lie later JJlebah:r ld,na more p1aae to ol'l Uala ot aoale'1' wl th llopa of . ."" . 

aharl&e then the earlier one. 

ne queaUon al'laea where ahoulcl tbe aae■i817 al'l '10:la of soaiaty 

aome from? \'1ho la to acl'ftlllOe tt rm4 what 1ir1U be tbe pr1u1plea by vhloh 

1 t 1a mo4e? Obnouall' the tanaUOD ot Ol1.tialb PftBUPJIONB a dialnter­

•atea pe.i-t,.. 91e cs1e.11ea whlah .ll&b up a g:lnn IOOit\7 an a1npl.ar)¥ 

,._bla to pertol'lil this :tuaaUoa. 

While some of the p:reteulcma of pliT11ece4 ala■aea· are aonaa1oual¥ 
cliDhon.aat, moat of f;bem ali1e'' fro11 tbe tut that b elteria ot 
reason, rolldo11, micl aulture to· vhlah tu alua appeal■ 1n defa.se 
of' 1ta po1iUoa 1n aoaie\¥ an tmmaelve1 Iba pJ'OCIDat ot, or at 
lesat ;31orea b)r, t11e pal'l1el ~rlemse u4 penpeat1n ot tba 
alaaa. 

Vld.le 1n later 79ar1 llelnlhr 414 not 'baH Im lnalllli V tor aoote'7 to 

a~ttaise lt■elf so aah on alM■ pn.t,lllaea, Ill ■till aatatalmll hi■ 

aoatnu of the :pal't1al parapeatiTe ot all hullllla 'beizl&9. Dialnte:reataa­

neaa will then be a •t• of 4ecft•• tet U ta· cleaparatelt mecla4. 

,.,._ 210 t. • ,Ha- Jltellalar hen fl'aDlr1J' aaaua hl• -•a• p. ; a • .==• PP• ~7• 

oheace or aim on thla point. 

39g, p, JAO. wtelnlhl' oflea aataov1-cl&e• hie 1ndable411aaa to 
llan:1811 for this lulgbt. · 



!'lie 'bra.tal ~'• of mo4en aoote'7 ad. Dlloul: •••• :nault 1D 

great :pr1vationa ton-,,: 1111111.,UU■.• Benae1 

TIie lmpo::tanoa of •• p,ollUaal &114 eaollOlllo :pl"O'bla lnanaae■ lD 
ever;y deaade of moiem e:d.alenaa "beaauae a tealmloal oS:nlia'1oa 
haa so eccenwatecl the 1aten■iQ u4 ezleal of aoo:Lal aoba■lon lllat 
hwaan hr.\ppinaaa clapenda bona■~ upon a .1118' orcenl•tlon am 
adJuatrnent of the pollllaal u4 ... eaonoala me.olumla. '1' •vhiah the 
COJDl!'&OD. 11.fe of mDll ls orcla:recl. YI 

soolet7 h8s e. diff'ieult talk mi.cl o'f u. II••' eliminate the 100Sa1 

inJuoticea which afflict it, bu.t to d.o ao lt l!IUI ftm method.a vhiah wlll 

abolish that '.1h1oh ls bed amt preaern ~ pod. 'itae futther c1aDger of 

aub11tituting. nev n.bu1ea for old onaa 111111t be aTOltecl.110 Speolfto Nma4iea 

muat ba dratm u:.;, snd t'bo lerwen of refon aon. 'dMt life and. ea'tih lmpop. 

tuoe of' the mo.tter 111 o'briOU8. 

Bo.ving seen the poo■:l'blll v of reg1ater1Dc Ol'1 t.loS.1111 the uacl for 

clla1ateraat9clne■B, end the prlT&tlon wblOh aa1l fa,: nfo:rm. Blelrur fin4a 

the noaeoait7 for prophat:la orllicia u oln'lou■• !Id• prophetto vltlols11 

ahould came ln part· from the olmNh. ft8 tl'8Uau4ent Tlev of Ute vldoh 

zrellgion enJoya ahould enable 11 to pel'fom thla fmlolioa1 

..... 1JODBibill t7 of flltun uefulMH of :reUglOII 4-nd• the largest 
poaa1ble detachment fl'om tbe ,methlaal allanoterl■Hoa of modem 
aoa1at7. If religion aamaot trautom ■ooieQ, lt mat fim lta 
aoaial tmiotioninc ln oritJalaiDg pra■ent :realltlea from soma lclaal 
perapeotiTa and. 1n pn1ea,111C Illa t4aa1 If! thout aol'l'llptlon, ao tbat 
lt mQ" eha:rDen tu aon■o:ltmae am ■treuctJaa 1ibe faith of eaa!a 
genere.tion.za.l 

:rar quite some '1119, Jllelndll' often cllNll■■-4 rellglon a■ if it wre 

39,g, p. 139. 

"°a!, p. 16?. 
41 . !al, pp. 16,-,.. 



'J'I 

41wrced :rrom a»y h1atorioa1 group • . llul1¥ Jae cll4 raaopise Ulat; 

NUl!on has i ts locu ·in the ChuNh ad· '"-ferncl lo the aJmzrah the 

&4vlae ha so often. .gaw to •m1glon •. • 11e'bah\' naoplHCl that relSctoa 

had other ftmcUona to pezifnZ'III, that then 1182''8 0U1n• enmdn to aope 

wlth o tl18r I.ban the soa1ai neacl. of tbs tiaa. "2 Jlnoi-lhelea■ ha laaliffarl 

tar a loag t ima tbat tba' aemsoenoe ot rel!don. wa1 c1ae ta lt■ aoa!al 

bapotenoa. 43 !he 8U8SIIG'1on which Jflebahr mate■ f<R tha tumlion of 

nllgion 1o seaomact bJ' mmr,- pramimat almralmoa toaa,,. BeUg1oa taasa 

two danger-a: tha one is a retreat into ano~r vor14 (or~o4mr;rh tbs 

Othel" tlle danger of aompromlae (11'bom1ta). Jllellahr U1'91' tiroa of wan­
ing against these two evils a.ml in41aaliq their deri"f&lion a1ld reaul:ts■• 

If lt ia to rsuo~ed" relta1on awst be allw. 

:Rel1~ion can bo haaltbJ an4 Tital. ~ it a aenain t11U1ion la 
m 1.ntained bet ween 1t am. the olv1ll1atlon in. vhlah :l.t fmustlom. 
In t1J11s thie tension ia ineT1 tab~ reaolya4 :I.Dto ■OM k1ll4 of 
comprom1sa. The Mt:ml,Daf of r.,liglon to baoomo a conaenaUw 
aoo1e.l force la IW"'l1' dar.l.1'8c1 tzro11 it■ •'bJe""'1on to utgt tbl 
Naul taz1t comproid.ae 1n. the D8J!l8 of Ua or~1Dal lcleal. 

!he compromise vhiah rellpon 11uae vltb :I. ta ell'nl'ODIDat of"8, ol'icbatea 

P8Z'a4o:doall.J' from' 1 ta profcnml ind pt into tJle nature of an an4 ths 

humau problen. Henae, it :la tempfie4 to quie■aanae. 

!hat is v~ e:,q aoo:lal :re1Sgloa, which la lafient upon. the aalden­
mant of relative goal.a of ■oaial r1pteoameH 1D hi■to17, 1111111 
come i n confllat with tboae tons of alao■1aal religion in whlah 
auprcmoral. aJtd. ultnmmld.am opt;Smla has 'baa ■ueaae4 to nah a 
clegree aa to rob tb9 hl■torio~atraggle tor the :realisation of 
the 1donl of 1 ta a11D1f1GUIG8. 

~_gg. pp. 1)940. 

43JBI, pp. 15-16. 

~-- p. 69. 

lf5m, p. 205. 
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BeUglcm oan :Pl.a¥ a •ll&l l'Ole in Ula aohieftHllt; ot .111auae. Bo'1l illii! 

VBl'411', :ln the heut of the 1n41Tl4ual, u4 GIi~ lD Qe "81'Gldng at 

aoolat7 it aaa work to allenate '118 'bnal.1 t, ot ■oolel7. 

Religious 1n41'ficluallD reooplse■ U. l'OOt■ ot ■OOieQ''■ nil■ la 
'- aelf, lm.t lt alao lman that the 111J1Ql.u lalrad Ille Ual. i■ 
a vlMl faotol' in lite. lleillc aenaia at tba eptrlt lt la not 
afn.14 to look upon the taoe of mtue. Oontlu:nt of Ille :rullt,­
of the pr1na1:ple of lave, amt aenaiD ill lt■ faith la 004 U :la 
able aontrlte~ to naom• Ula nellt7 of MlS.--1 povn ill tlut 
aelf end :ln the worJ.a. 116 · . 

!rids ls the flmot1011 reUB!on aaa pJ.a¥ ill the 1traal,e for ,3ut:lae. ID 

the :raezt chapter ve vill 11141aata tlut nnlt of a theological q11eat tor 

prinalplea of 41aor1mlnall011 :l.n ■eeldng ■oo1■'1''• 1oocl. 

Then is another 4ie1Jlta:restecl fo'lae in aoale'1 whlah make■ U■ con­

tri'lnltion to ethiaal tblnldJlc. Ralllho14 Ble'lnlbr no longer apbul•• 

thta partlnlar aapeat of tram■t lho,lpt, but 1t nne:rtbele ■a plap4 a 

larce PBZ't in his aoolal aomMJLt clving U. thirtlea. 

'!he daten1n1■'8 h&n uu an illportaat a011trl'bu'1011 to tu 11toclen 
aoo:lal. problam 'b;r nftallJII ~ 'bntal •'111"11 of mah of mn• a 
·aoo1al 11fe. ETD it the JmulL ao~aleaae ooul4 be aadtlN4 to a ll'IIOh greater 4epee tball now•••• :pl'Oltallle, it rill not 118 
poaa1'bla to ellmlu.te acmfllat ltetv■- ftl'lou aoolal and. eooJJDllia 
CZ'OUP■• Ooocl Mn 4o not eulli' nallN Jaav Nlflah thq an if 
aomeone doaa not n■iat tha:ll' aeltlalmens a4 Uaq an not 
1nallne4 to· abl'lc!a. tulr panr U ■omaoaa 4ae■ not aballellP Ceil" 
r1pt to hold 1t.lVI 

~- ohallenga ot a01ll'■e aome• fl'OII the cU■iDberUecl. !bat 1a w!Q' tJla 

ln4uatl'lal worker• a ahlef phlloaop)JI- 1a xans.111. 
the partlcsular Tl.nus of \bla phllaao]lb.J la llaat 1, brinp the 
!Olfel' of Bable ohanlater of all olTilluHcm 1ato the open an4 IIIID■ 
119D aouaicnill ~ U. JI al.ear~ 411081'1111 the eactll91110 butt of a11 

"'.Ill!!·. 1'• 11,S. 

"'am!, p. 60. 



oul\va and pointe a fiD&el' of aaon at Ula olaSaa of lmpal'HaU­
made 'b7 the oul."1nl. enlel',Pl'laea of Ula agu.118 ~ 

Ji; lR:9 alrea.Q been aalcl tmt lie'lnlJar IIICHlltlet hi■ e■,mlloa ot •an:1■, 

'128017 ana.· st2:-at4'a later. le 414 :retam Hm of the laalghla whiah 

l'.ania1:1 gave him, howen:,, Dal"1llg tm Wnie1 ha founl the 4:lalatez­

o■tea.uesa of the workera a neaeaUl',Y' and u■eN tool fo:, Ille Ol'l tla:ln of 

the U.,uat eoonomla order. •llho la belter a'ble to atate tu soa:lal Heal 

ln ,mqual:l.f'ie4 tome than thoaa who haft a:_pel'lenoe4 tba bankrll:ptq ot the 

old social ree.lltiea in their on 11'1'9■1• ha aka. 119 Lr,.tel' cm lllelnlhl', 

while retainiDB the 1aa1pt vhioll Karziaa pTe him into the 1cleolo,:laal 

taint in all .1us tiae, aevarthel••• allu4oJUl4 the Tlev tbat fiha womn 

01111' or ldoal~ could arltlale '118 aoolal ol'del', Bla a:ppnolation ot 

HanlGm became more l'll&ture and af'!Uoal, le■a aotlvlat and more :phUoaa­

ph1aal,SO 

J'z'om vh1ol:anr perapeoUn ou ahooNa, HGl'Zi• or Chrlat1allit7, Illa 

coal 1a clea:rl.7 delineated. .raat1ae 111118' 'be eob.1e'l'9Cl. !he mecl of 

■oaiet7 clemama it, The "bn.tall~ 0£ aoal•- panateu Ua 41ff1aall:r, 

•uorGl ldeellam which tail■ to pup the aeuve _of naislaacte lfhich it■ 

ideal.a must :meet in the aontuaecl nall tie■ of life or to tuh1on adaquate 

ll&a, p. 36. 

"9g. p. 15?. 

SO•WbaiieTer the clef'eata of' HanS• aa a pblloaop)v' an4 •• a reltpOD, 
and. enn as a 1>0lUloal atNtec, lt• ~• of tbe teaJm1aal aapea.ta of 
Ula problen of-Juatlae haYe not i.ea auaae■d\illl' ob&lleJl&.94, an4 fl81'J' • 
neat in contempo11117 h1alol'I' •••• to maltl.Pll' Ille proof'• of lt• Ta1Wt~. 
J11, p. 184. Jflebahl' noocal•• the S.d.eolo.paal 118SDI, nan ~ t1le •1ap1r-
t1a1• penpeatlva of die vomr. JJl, P• 190, . 
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weapons for 1 ta aonf'llot clepun.,aa into men 1atS..:a.ul.U7. ■51 ID '11a 

q\18at for an adequate eet of pr1m1plea with whlah to aahleft .1Utlae la 

aoo:let7, 11'1e'bahr attempt■ to zraaln tne to \he ••ave of n■S.atanoe• 

be Jwe UDOoverfHl. in aooS.eQ'. 

51»cn, 'P· 161. -

.. 



--

OIUP.t'll 1' 

!Bl DJU1i OJ' 10Q 

The formation of elhlaal P1'illolple111 a 41ff1oulfi tau. 'nle efihlaal 

q,ueat1on, •t'lllat ought I to tat• i■ '1w 1-cJulag of the ■elll'oh tor ■oral 

naeona. 1-lhen it 11 aabt •What aaght ! lo ta1• the 11.•■Hcm 1■ 1:Ntilll 

aab4 "lftlat am I an4 vhat ahall I 'beooa1• B:lellallr c18l'1ft■ bl■ eWoal . 
:prlna1plea partly fl'oa N'ftllatlon all4 pal'~ f1ooa tbe •hre of -. 

Jrot oll11' does the uatve of IIBll clemelMl U■ fultlllll■III 111 a aenain 1'111" 

ot ll•lns. but 1t 18 emow4 vUh the GIL]>UiQ' tor 41■oel'll1ag the l'ffela­

tor, aat or God whiah will aoaplefie 11aa• ■ :-MTd"C• !Ima Ulen 1• an 

or&DDla relation 'between a&11, i'ffelation, 8D4 aol'lll liriag. Ono• '118 

law of man• a life. :la alear~ 41■oa:rm4, the apj1lloatlon of tllat lav to 

aooiet7 oan be aaaompllahecl. Ve haTe a1nadJ tnae4 the ■tate of aoo:l■-

fl'Om the a1n.."ulneH of 1111111. We 111Ufi DOV aeatel' 01ll" attention on aDOthll' 

aapeat at tho OOl!lPleZ 1111,hre ot 11an to 41iGOftl' Ula law at lmmaa aatnan 

fl'Olll which aons1atentl1' traa ethloal priaolplea ua be c1erlw4. 

Ol'thodoz Ohr:latiaDS.'1' aollf■IN■ tllat Olll'l■t 1■ fil"U8 004 111111 tl'all 

Man. Moat often :lt emJJba■lse■ the d.elt~ of Obrl■t to mah an ■:&tent 

that the aip1fioau■ of t'ba llllllhoo4 l■ loat. lle'bahr IHI In the l'■ft­

latlon of Chl'lat aa man a Nftlaticm of man•• be ■Jloulcl be. •DI• 

8anou la a l'eftlatlon of tbe eoo4De•• of 004 aml tlla eaaeat1al poll­

•■■ o'f -. 1 ••• 1 the HODJMl ,da •• 1 !be 11m1laU011 whloh Obl"1■t 'beal'a 
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•• true IIBZI la nofi a Z'ffela\ioa of a Bimm of Ttnu1 1a lb an.Jc HIIH 

ot the wom. - lt 1• the. pel"fea\icm ~ uontlol&l lon. 2 !!le fut of ■la 

whiah lntomn all of Inman hl&\ol'J• t:u •••■llJ fo, powr all ooerOS.oa, 

t!le cUttloul tiea taoecl vhea ~Hae la aUemptll all the•• pron '11&1 . . 
fille aatualitiea of li1ato17 are •••~ le■■ IUD Iba :perteot ■unflolal 

1ff8 whlah .cbl'l~t baa ~alecl u Ula :non of baa aa'11n. Tefi eftD in 

tile aompl'Ollllae vblah lmaan h1efio17 la fol'oed. lo Mb vl 1h the pl'1nolple 

whlah ~iat ha■ Z'ff8alecl, 8ftD fihl■ l■ appradllah4 1D ... a.pee. -

Illa 1111'81 love whioh le aooief;JI a om law. Ian lb effeat of U. Nft­

latlon of Ohrtat can be ' ucm. '?Julre l■ a acmtSnl\T 'beween ••• u4 

cnae. Saar1fla:1el love lndloa1ie■ tllafi ■oolet,•• 'Q'pe of lwe, I.fie 

1111.tuallt:,, ls at tile 18118 ti• tne &114 tel••' A.I Iha ••• ts.a, how­

&ftl', •Blmutlll4 vlll Tlew aaonttaial 10ft a■ a Tlolaticm of lt1 nahral 

■tamarda, aa a •going too tar • .- lewi-thele■I ta lav of 1111111 ■ belig 

baa· 'bea detinad-eaorlflalal ion. 8Ml'lflalal 1on u 1av Nftalecl 

tzoom without finds an eaho within t1le hean of au. 1be autod. leotue■ 

were an afitempt to deaODatale Juafi how W.a aotulli' talm■ :ple.ae. In 

the flnt eerie■ of leotuea nelnlhl' lla4 u:p1alu4 U.t un, Wa o:reatU'e 

fl"., f1nl teneaa amt tnedoll, vu po■■N■el of it. 41'11 •■■,.atial 1111,luN. 

Cozizoeapon4lng to the two aapaal■ of - •·• \uH 'an WO elaeata 

111 tlle on,;1~ pel"featlcm ot aa. Kea'• e■■atial mame aomS:■le lna 
1'•" 

2ml, p. 68. 

3p1c1. I 'P• 81. 

4-m!., ·p. 68~ 
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1. all natural eDlDWINlita;· 'PhJalaal ~ ■ool&l. ilqnalN■• ""';,i a4 

nolal 4:lfferentiats.ou; •••; uc1 2. fn91.am of ·• ■pbll, tnmaoe114eaae 

Oftl" mhl'al praaea, aD4 1elt-lND■oealeaa1u e. "d,~ cione■pon41Dg 

to tm flret part of Ida 111,tare oua 'be 81111111-■4 mal" '119 ten •umal 

law.• •It 1o Ula law whloh defiDla· •the proper ]IU'fonanae of bl■ tao­

H.on■, the nomal hamoq- of bl■ llipl1aa1 IIIUl U.. ul'Ul ■oalal··nla'1oa 

'between h1r;aelf • his fello11111 v:lthla tu ltaUaUou ot .tile· u"1ral 

oriazo.•S lt ahcnd.d be o'b1un4 :111. what tern li•lndlr out■ hi■ lone for 

and concepts.on of' nahnl J.o.v. Ke vlll later ■bow a aqulnaatlo11 011 OS.a 

maltier vhioh vtll Mb clltt:louu ._, :areal• illle:rpretat:lcm. Jratural 1av 

than lo that norm which deflna■ mim•a be!laTior u a Ol'e&lve •s.1aec1uc1.· ill 

the natural. ·order.• 

!bore is a aeO"oDCl element ill mm, his fllae4oa a4 muoell4eDG9, vhlall 

al■o bu it■ J.o.w. '!hia law aan lie 8am111U"l■ei :1D Oil •Oeolaglaa1 Tlrt:ua• 

of Cathollo tb011ght. 6 hat -. .. 'ballr ahoN to un Oe■e Tlzot.wl■ al 

the eplr1 t• a law au be Nell f1'oll bl■ alal•llal ~uallcm of lmlllm 

na1iun. Han uecla faith, hope, aD4 lcmt to aapleie hi■ lite 'lleoauaa 

(1) t!lthcmt fnedom mm ault!IT aaa 11 ■o auellJlacl 111 tu Tiaiou 
ol:rcla ot epaentl'ial'7, ■a ocmcene4 about hlll■e1t, tJl&I :ba aamiot 
zrelaaae himaalf tor U. a4"8hn of lna. (2) 1f1 lbnt nlaU.011 to 
God, the world of froecloll -111 whlah eplnl nat Mat ■pll'i I la ■o 
o'b■oure4 that mmaa --· GOD8UD'1i° ■:I.Dk to Ula leftl of tblnp 
111 lmmaa lmaclmatlon. 7 . . 

Sg, p. 270. 

'01a.., p. m. 
'lg, p. 272. 



II la :aot a que■tloa ot oholae vJleU.:r an mt■ to a44 Ille• J191'feotlou 

lo hla nat'llro. As aluar be 1aata Illa, 191 thq -■t lie a4da4 to talftU 

the trae meaning of lmllaa lUe. "!bar an 'laula a4 aot ~••IU'J' 
nquinlleata of hia fl'9etoa.•8 ·n. ••lf tral¥ ftll4a lt■elt la Ula lite 

vhloh act~l■•• the law ot haaa m■teaae. 

Ku viewed from this perspeatln :bal a ..., oltl.S..,.'1011 to monU.'7, 

ill the Obr1atl&n aeu.H of Iba tena. .Jle •• llla ona'84 to:r Us 1, l• aa 

0l"pn1c ~t of his nature; he :wwa1J1■ Saaollplete vUhoa.t S.t' • 

. Sin ne1 ther de■troya the ■tl'llahn lti'' 'ri:rne of vbloh ua 1■ - nor 
:,at ol1m1natos· the aenae of o'bllgatl.011 ·Wlf&ld the e■Mntial natve 
·of man, -which la•·tu i'elmaD,11 ·of hi• pel"ftoHon.9 

!he aaaon ,-:b_y th9 Nfll&tloa ot OIi.net a■ uaoml .Ada 08II ftD4 nail a 

reaponao l:leo in tho ftl'J ■tnohn of .... Ohl'l■t•• •pel'feot;loa npn­

unte to man hia lnaomplet■a., 'but, orlg1ul 11114 1atua1 parteoUon. 'Da 

fact that he he.a loot thia• perteoUon ~•• not alter the taat IJlat ii 

■till 1a a part of nature a■ ma to ban 11. !118nfon Ulan au. lie 
\ 

noth1ng like •!eotal De3>1'&Ti'1',• 11114er■'"4 u a amrplete ■eparats.011 hem 

Gael. Karl BBZ'th ia 'lll'OIII vbea lie U■U'II lllat ta cUttennae 'Ntwe11 

1111D and a oat 1• a1mi>l1' that 111m 1■ ma aD4 not a aat. !lie ~ ·ln -

· ta a p,nersion of tbe good.. • !hi 'blind 818 Jll'9111PPD•• the coocl •re• 

!a des tro7 the atnotun ot am, emp'7 now 'baoau• of ala, vaalcl •• to 

cle■tro::, the bumanS. tr ot ma11. 10 

8Jll1!. 

9p1c1, 
10.2!, p. 90. 


