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CHAPTYR I
INTRODUCTION

The number of booke and articles avallable today on various aspects
of Christian eechatology is leglon. A particular eamvhasis on the re-
sponsibility of waitiné on the Lord, however, is strengsly lacking in
these works, This study, therefore, intends to provide an avalustion
of this aepect of eschatology. 1t arose out of a reading of the Serip-
tures which revealed that more than occaslonkl rafersnces to thie need
for waiting are made in both the 0ld and New Testamente, A conomrdance
study goon indlosted a wide range of interesting Hebrew and Greek terms
which occurred in pesssges that were generally of consideradle theclozi-
cal sisnificance, This fact couplsd with personal feelingze about the
ministry, eepecially in the light of existing world conditicns,is re-
sponzible for an interest in & Bilblicsl study of the concept of waliting
on the Lord, We have chosen 5t, Faul's epistle to the Phillprisns for
our particular docurent, because we feel that 1t {s ons of several por-
tions of Seripture that bast charsctarizes our particular concemn, and,
aleo, becsuse 1t 13 a manageable unit with which to operate in discusew
ing a topic which ie highly relevant for every generation of Christians,

God'te people from Abrsham and St. Paul io the present dey have
alwayt walted on the Lord in the hope thet something detter would cowe
to delivser them from warious earthly limitations. At Jesus' time there

were those who were looking for the kingdom of God, the consolation of
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lTerzel, sad the redemption of Jerusulom.l

A1l redemptive history is ultimately connected with the two counings
of Christ, between which the Christisn Church has existed for elmost
twp thousand years, It appears thet the first Christisns mey have viewed
the lord's return as being most imainent, even during their own lifatinme,
But it would take more than a 1ifetims to preach ths Gospsl throughout
Judes, Sameria, sad into the uwtterapst parts of the earth., Ehortly
after the death of fnaniss and Sapphira, the Church aprointed seven men
and subsequently other elders, bishops, and deacons, thereby indiceting
that it wae prepared to stay, T¥ven though she had the sbiding pressnce
of Christ in the zift of the Hely Spirit, the Church has always longed
for thet Dny when her lord would return and her salvation would becone
fully realiszed,

Our findinge indlcate the following,

1. Chriet will return at the last day.

2. 'Yhile the early Church éid expect her Lord's imninent return,
modern scholarship hes tended to give undue stress to this
matter with the result thet unwarranted substitutes have
appearad for the idea of waliting,

3. V¥alting on the Lord ims the only proper reaction to the epparent

delay of the parousis, which is an integral feature of the
believer's God-intended tentatio.

lane wonders if Zecharise, Simeon, Henna, Cleopas, Joseph of

Arimathea and others did not belong to some sort of redemgtion sect for
whom walting wes of extrewe inmportance, OGome asuthorities have suggested
$hat these may have belonged to & sect of the RBesenes. The fourth
century father, ¥piphaniue speaks of such a gect which he calls "Gortheni,*
a title derived from & word which means "to expect.” Arthur ¥alwyn
Evane, YwWalt,* International Standard Bible Zncyclopediz, edited by
Janes Orr st &l., ¥V (1915), 3064.
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God has already saved us in Christ Jesus, our Lord; our waiting
is in no way to be construed as being meritorious.

God continues to assure the waiting believer in Christ of that
goal for which he must wait,

Our weiting 1e to de understood in terme of God's forbearsnce

in continuing to seek and to save that which was lost through
the proclamation of the gospel,



CHAPTRR 11
WALITING ON THY LOKRD IK TBY QLG T2STAMRET

Any serious tudy of the vocabulary of hore in the 01d Testament
would surely ivclude s discuseion of the Hedbrew verbs ET:IB . iZ'_T:‘_ .
and STY-T'JZT e

The most comvon of thege ie EY}R « Well over onn-hzlf of 1ts
farty-seven occurrences are found in the Psalter and Isaieh, The
Eertunpgint trensleates this verb with fmoﬂi'vw on twenty-eix occasions,
The verd ’Eax(.'jw oocure once in Hos, 12:7,

The root 'ETHP crobably originslly signifiod & twisting or
gtretching action, Weizer mentions the coancrete exzmple of & strain
or tension assoclated with the yoking of ﬁninmls.z The derived RBibli-
cel mesning of wmiting or enduring uadar a period of testing elso often
depicte & tension (zleo indicated by the fact that this verdb most fre-
quantly occurs in the P;l:ﬂ. which often exrrecses intense action).

The next cormon verb of hope indicating sn activity of witing or
ex:ectant longing 1s 5U: which occurs forty-one times. Some of {te
Sectuegint=l countercerts are zAtr:fw {thirteen times), f.’;rra,u.{wu
(eaven times), and Ene Mrt'fw which 1s found six times in Paals 118

/
in the Sertusgzint., The vorb Mgoddéfoust ocours in Job 29:23,

Welser gilves a convenient d’tscussion of these vword etems wnhich is
included in the article on THOTEVW and THLETIS in Volume VI of
Kittelte T:eologischies «frterbuch zum Keuen Lestazent, pp. 194-97.

2rp1a,
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Although occurring dbut fourteen tines, the verd _‘;":311‘_1' enjoys &
wide distribution in the 0ld Testament se it appears in elght Jifferent
books, Onece ngein the translators of the Sectuagint acrarently eore-
tines viewad this verd ns being synonymous with the previous two,
Greeik equivilents include 5n0pe'vw (saven times), ,aElvw (four tlumes),
aad e/;/us'vw {twice).

In addition to theaee throe tarwzs, we mny mention at lesaet two
more. Closely relazted to ﬁT_T:[ 1s the verb 2977 (cne also finds it
daeignated as $97T .7572_7: . and Q:Z_T_:_r ) which sprarently bas as ite
basic root memning tihie idea of whirling or zoing in 2 cirele, %ha
term sometimes denotes a twisting or writhing in anjuish as, for exmm-
ple, & woman in labor (used metuphorically of God im Deut, 3?.:13).3 ia
addition, this verb 18 sometimes expresalive of 2 patient waiting seem-
ingly accompaning by a forbearing seunse of optimism (e,g., P8, 37:9 and
perhace in Gan. 8:10 where Hoah waited another ceven duys baeforas again
sendéing forth the dove out of the erk). This verb too is twice rendered
by Swopivw in the teptusgint (Judg. 3:25 and Lam. 3:26). In the lstter
paesnge we are told thet 1t e good to walt quietly for the salvation
of the Lord.

Another tern mezuing to weit upon the Lord is the verd '\3_.1.9 which
occurs in the fanilisr tabdle prayer teken from Pe. 145:15. "The eyes
of all Yook to Thee, and Thou gtwmeb them their food in dus sesson, "

[
A sicilsr thought is found im Pe, 104:27, The Beptuagiant has TrposdoNaw

%

-
“Heforevcas cited in thie chapter usually refer to thelr designa-
tion in Kittel's Aitlin Hebrslics,




in both of these passagas.u

The 014 Testaxent vocabulary of hope is very defiritely .-
reluted to ite terminology of frith, We have alreedy eesn thut the
trunslators of the Septungint evidently often considered the terms just
mentioned as synonyxe, But even if sne had at his disvossl nrething
more tizn the Hebrew text (and = Eebrew concordznca), ke would gtill be
forced to conclude that the verbs tresated in this chapter sre indeed
gynonymonn by virtue of the fact that one often finds two or more of
then in close vroximity in contexte which denl with only one basic thene,
¥Yramples are Pe, 32:18-22; 37; 695 13G; Ie, B:17; 51:5 £8 well ne the
booke of Job anéd Mesh., The cleseic example perhars 1s Lam, 31148ff.,
where no fewer than five of the above mentioned verbe and nouns occur
within the spsce of n fow verses,

The verh ffz‘g in seversl instances describes those who, though
they looked for light and pesce, scmetimes found terror instead of vence
(Jer, B:115; 14:19) andé dariknese instesd of light (Job 20:126; Jer, 13:16;
Ia, 59:9ffF.). Thut this was 30 was clearly due to the persigtent rebsl-
lion egzinst Yahweh by individual and nation alike., Thue it wes unfor-
given sin that we the ultimsts cause of the people's darimese (I2, 59
A2y 12ff. ). Yor some, wniting had degenersted into & merely superficinl
formality which led to the daestiruction of those who ¢id not take seriouely
their covenant responseibility end who willfully pereisted in thelr sin,
F¥urthernore, such people failed to see thelr need for divine forziveness

without which it wee imposeidble to walt on the Lord in fear and hore

L
One ought not overlook the nouus relsted to the above mentioned

verbs (e.g.,5TIp W, E‘iﬁpu. N2t M, sndMliv).
T O T AR s



(p‘. 13G3bff- )o
Particularly in the Psalwos, any wsiting that was accompanied by
confidant trust was usuplly & sure 8ign thet sne had experienced God'e

pardon and forgiveuess (Ps, 25; Pe, 39:8%,), 4dithout having experienced

tiat forgiveness, men would centinue to live‘in rerpatusl darknessz, But
the light of God'm forgivenese had come; Yahweh wns already the Savior,
lednewsr, snd everlasting Light of Hisz peovls (Is. 60; Ps, 27). Those
who lived in such 2 knowledye and hope longed and walted for the right-
eousn~se, Juslice, forglvenese, deliverance, and salvation of the Lord
with firm truet and confidence (ae ls particularly evident from the
closing chspiere of Isalah where the Beptuazint uses JZKdLQGJVq far a1l
five of these relstad concents),

It 48 aleo evident from the reges of the 0ld Testament thet it wee
the ked Sea rescue and other saving scte of God that mede Israsi's walle
ing = coufident hope and trust In Fzhweh who by eetadlishing, ratifying,
end keeping Hie covenznt with Hie people had made confident waiting for
them voesible. Such weiting, while a necessary aspect of the belisverts
rosture, wus in oo way weritorioue ass it wes elwaye the faithful Lord who
took the initintive in lavisring uron people His covenant love and grsce
( 1"9!?). Only because of the iunitial greclous waiting of Yuhweh uroen
thoce wiiom Ho had created wag it poesidble for wen to wanlt on the lard.
Yohwan's covenant people walted on end for ¥im who first waited uscon
then,

Waiting 4o predicnted of God in Ie., 5:1fF, wnd in sn egually etrik-
ing passege, e, 2018, The first reforence is the femiliar "Parsble
of the Vineyard" in which ET?I% ocours three tlues and which the

Septungint translates with /Aévua only here, God head wuited patieatly
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for Hie vineyard to yield good grepes; Be found instend wlld grones,

Tl

He lookmd for Justice and righteousness only to find tloodehed and a
ery of those wio h#d by their failure to produce fruite of righteous-
neEs HACOMS JLUTOSERM .

de now note Ie, 30318 whers the ssoe verb ( ETE?ij' ) ie used of
hoth God and men, The Septusgint mekee s distiuction using /xéyuu
of God mnd g/,u/u-sfvw of walting men,

Therafore the Loreé waits to be greciouve to you;

therefore He exalts Himealf to show wmerey to you,

Far the lord le & God of justice;
bleseed are 21l those wio weit for Hin,

Divine patience 1is also characterized in 1 Peler 3120 where the verd
d,.TTEKd.EIXO}Lﬂ-L {whicr 19 used of our wailing in Phil. 3:20) &g ueesa
of Cod's longeuffering and patient waiting in the days of Noah, God's
"walting wpon" mon was & Wold ficure depicting the Crestor who bacame a
elave for the soke of the creature (of,, our Tord in Hatt, 20:28 and
Phil, 2:7). It is only natural then that ihg balievar "wait on® the
Lord in husble derendsonce and felth. Such weiiing would ba given
expression through proyer wnd worship (particulerly in the Fealus),
lsbrew pruyars reflected & confident hope for divine help toward some
rarticuler need. Answer to prayer wns anong thoee tnings for which the
believer waited most patiently., 4elser mentione Ie. 30:18; 3%12; Pi. I
20£f,; and 1191147 as passages which may have been used s&¢ liturgieal
f.'armulm:.5 These and other passages deploting waiting were perhaps used
§n the liturgies mssocintad with eoxe of the Jewish festivels,

The hopa ¢f God's anclent prople consisted in en eager expectation

¥aleer, or. clt,
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which had as ite object the fuithfulness of Yohweh, the God of the
covenant, The whole idea of witing vas conceived of 1i stronzly cone-
crete terms, Their wailting, whether expressly stated or not wae a
waiting on or for the Lord (e.g., Pe. 31:125; 38:16; 40123 130:5; Prov.
202 22; Zeph., %8),

For the Hebrew, the name of an lndividual indicated in & concrete
manner who that individual wes and what he represented, God's name, too,
conveyed Hies total persomality (¥x. 3113-15; Ps, 135:13; ls, 52:8;

Phil, 2:19-11). Thue we find referencese to weiting on the name of the
Lord God (Is. 60:9; 52:11) as well as the parallel ides of trusting

in His holy naome as in Pe, 33521, His was a memorial nanme, that is, thxt
by which He mede Himself to be remembared (Is, 26:8 and 13). The
Septusgint renders 311 with fanifw tn Is. 26:8 and Is, 25:9,
vhich passage will be treated later,

Valting on the Lord was inseparadly linked up with the Old Teste-
ment believer's confident trust im Yahweh in spite of His bdeing Deus
absconditus (Is, 8:17¢ 45115; Ps, 10:1,11; 27:7-9; 89:46), 1Is. Bil7
speaks of walting with persistence for thie hidden Lord in terme of
both 51 27T and 517 . "I vill walt for the lord, who is hiding
FHis face from the house of Jacob, and I will hope in Fim,* when we
contrinet this with the concept of walting in parte of Job, for exampls,
or ia 2 Xinge 61370 where Syria's siege prompted the lsraelite king
Jehorem (or his messenger) %o say, "This trouble is from the Lord! Why
should I wait for L ¢ Al ':J the Lord any longer?", we ses tie close
reletionehip between wailting and the degree of patient stecdfastnecs in-
herent in one's faith, Ve see in the passugé from 2 Kinge an instance

vhere walting on the Lord was considered a useless practice by one whose
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tension of waiting had reached tie brasking-point beczuse hie faith wee
wenk or altogether lacking., We see operative in the ITeuxish paescgae,
on the othor hand, a God-glven attitude carable of elevating the walter
from the depthe of despair t¢ 8 confldence in hie hidden yot ever-nresent
Gods, FPaith hers remained firm with the result tiet a confession was mda,
It was such a felth that enobled the D1ld Testanant bellever tc wait for
his Lord who. he knew woild make even the iwpossitle possible, This
was the falith of God's prophets who proclalmed thelr message with a strong
hope and courageous confidencs, iThua eaith the Lord!"

Bacanea of the particulsrly heavy concentration of words associanted
with the 0ld Teetaument vocabulary of hope in Pe. 33:118-22, we single
out this passuge out of msny which could be cited to flluetrate the con-
fident hone and truet of the faithful beliewr in His covenant relatlion-
ship with hise Creator and Preserver,

RBehold, the aye of the Lord is on thore who feour Hin,

on thoee who hope in His steadfeet love,

thut Be my deliver iheir eoul freom death,

ang keep them glive in fawmine,

ar soul waite for the Lord;

Fe 18 our heln and shield,

Yea, our hanrt is giud in Him,

beczuse we trust in lie hely nume,

Let Tny etesdfsst love, O Lord, be upon ue,
evan s we hope in Thes.

F‘fey terwe in this passeze include }Q—\: " '17__\_':{ (twice}, TATT

(twice), 21, ?T?U , 8and  TTO %__ . It ie elznificant that
— ‘
. : /
ihe Sestusgint trunslates both 2717 and 70O witn EAwifw
. , - . ° -\
STDTYT is rendered by E)n-o/.n.s‘.v w o, (L"‘ alsg Ts (U | w7 w Mol
T r :
An inexhzustible storeiouse of blessing and theological insight

awalits the one who also etudies in eome detall those Hebrew verbe which

tell of God's saving mctivity ineluding Y Wb , 2X 3, VLD, '_(‘_Z,ﬂ'.
-r - =37 T
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gk .}2 v XA, ST, TP snd A1 (together with their
Septuagint counterparte such as Ou’ljw ; évjo,u-m. . eod gddt}fu.! )
& well ws those verbs which indicate tha bellevers remction to God's
saving goodnregs. These would 1include ]@9_‘{’ a T\"@l ' ﬁgj ", :I.] P,

~ T T

an P " ls.)':\_‘_'rr' ” l?.\:_&:‘ " '?:'97_‘]' , and, on occesion, verbs
such a8 TIDT and ?\'22 28 we'l ae phrases like T,\__‘-'l"]‘-:]:}SF or
L‘jO] - ’\‘.\i\q o Key terms in the Heptuszint wouvld include Tfetft}cu ’
TileTeEY W , %?\Tr(fuu. E).Abz:fw , and ¢OPE’N o An examination of
the following nouns (in addition to thoee zlreedy mentioned in an ear-
lier footnote) holp to moke the picture mors complete: ?T_-;! ﬁog\s "

RN, TOTY . TOA . JiTTeA . wAR, VA D,
TLID ., 2R, em TEVD,

I; is oftey ;m%oaeibla to distinguleh sny rarticular nuance in
mesning betwensn sany of theee terme as they arpear in the sure passage
or 1n relaeted contexte, This ie no doubt due to the fact that, in the
process of general ussge, vorious terme naturanlly flow together in mesan-
ing. T7This is to be expecisd particulsrly in the vocabulury of & worshic-
ing ccmmunity.é

As e true of fadivicdual terms, eo e it true of the idens which
these terme express that they too lend to flow together, This becoaes
readily acparent, for example, &fter one hae attempted to isolate rae-

sagns indlesting & hope for tempornl aid from those which appear to be

speaking of waiting on the Lord for spiritual bleseings., It is often

6";.'he fact there are so mnay eynonyne in both testsments of the Hible
ie due, firet of all, to the theolozicul concerns of the inspired authors

such ee, for example, the author of the ¥ourth Gospel, Eacruse of 1ts
Subject, Biblical theolowy, mbove avery ather discipline and field of
study, must enbrace the entire gamut of fiiting vocabulery und style of
lsngunge known to mmn.
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next to iwpossidle to distinguish in the 014 Testament thot which 1e
sometinee termed the tauporsl from the spiritunl, Theee were both in-
gepurebly intertwined for the Hebrew., A phyeical enexzy affscted onets
entirs being and way of life, Similarly, temporsl bleszings such nme
rain would cause & balieving Jerealah, for exmmple, to set his hope of
Yehweh for all of his needs {Jer. 14:22), Our Common DNoxology, "Praiss
God from Whom All Bleseiﬁgs Flow, * is good Eebrew theolozy. In the fi-
nal aneslysie, there iw nothins thet is purely temporal or secular. And
it 18 precisely becnuse the Habrews saw God's hand in &1l the affairs sad
aatetes of men and huaen history that thelr theology was so concretely
stzted snd understood. Tor exanple, s pealmist sveaks of the eyes of
the Lord Yeing upon those who feaar Him mnd hove in Bis steadfest love
("s. 37:18), Other pealus mcknowledge that the eyes of 811 men woit and
look uron the Lord who alonz gmives them their food in due season {Ps. I
271 145:15), Thie ic weiting concretely understood and vividly portrayed.,
In teing concrete in ite use of tha vocabulary of hope, the 014
Teetamnent 1g rlso highly rezlistic about waiting oz the Lord, To zein-
tain 6 conlfident ettitude of waiting was admittedly no sssy matter for
such an ouns as the psalaolet in Pa. 6914 whe saild, "I an wery with oy
erylag; my throat 4s parched, My eyes grow dim with waliting for ay God,*
The Septuaglnt hos \CITI'O)-LE{VUU in Ps. 6816 end 20,

The 01¢ Testament bollever's d4ifficulty was a God-intended disci-

fine deslzued not to deetroy dbut to meke more firm kie faith, This

type of watiting ls seen, for exsmple, in the Psalter which is todey the
hymnal of Jews and Chrletiens alike. Tho cry of "How long?" im Pe, 12
is more than counter-balunced in the closing verses of that pezlm where

the pealmist confidently sffirms that he had trusted in the steadfest
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love of his covenant God. Ps, 69 ends on & similar note, God assur-
ed the vrophat Habakkuk that he could snd must wait for the vision
which seemed to come so slowly but which wonld nonetheless surely coze
(Brb, 213), Young mea fal) exhaustad from thair toll, but thay who
walt on the Lord, wio naver frinte or grows weary shall reonew their
strength, belng uble Yo run wlithout growlng weery and to welk without
fainting (1s, 80:27-21), The Scriptures frequently remind ue that it
{8 the qu;et and stezdfoet sssursnce of triel and affliction thet makes
one strong and prepares the haliever for bkis receiving the crown of
1ife snd the salvation of hie soul {e.g., Lan, 26£f,: Hab., N16LF.:
Matt, 10:22; 261173 ¥ark 13:13; Xom. 5:3-5; 1 Cor. 10:11%3; 2 Cor. 12
9-10; Hab, 10:36Ff, 3 12:119f, ¢ Javes 1:12-4,12: 1 Pat, 1:6-9; 2 Pet, 1:
Iff.y hmev, 2:10).

We hove seen that waitipg on the Lard with patient endursnce is
ever 80 clognly reluted to the believer'e confident trust in Yohuoh,
whether this relationehin is retually close enouzh to eny that confident
waiting and saving faith sre complately eynonymous will ba left for the
eystemtician to deeide, BHut of tihie one thing we must be most cerlsing
Yahweh, the Lord of the covenant, graclowely bectowed His gifts of love
tinon His prople which mede it passible for them to be ohedient to that
covenant, For the Iebeew, frith and lifTe were conceived of ss one
eimulinneous rctivity., It wonld have been unthinkadle to try to drive
s wadge between whnt todny 18 sometimee called justificetion and sancti-
fication, True 014 Teetanent fulth wee an zetive and dynamic force
which had to meek exrreseion throush Ingsparable ethical concomitante,
e ses here perhars snother exampls of Hebrew concretenase and the flow-

ing togather of concerts end ideas into one grand orgaric whole,
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All walting 4e ultimately =schatologicsl., dalting on the lord

end hoping in ¥im for every neead wi2z alweys done with 8 view to a con-

grate gorl hut particularly so in leter Jewich writinge with thelr atress

on Tuture theophsnles (e.#., Isn. 12:12). Alresdy in Te. 25:9, however,
we Tind worde which show resurkeble affinities with the lew Testament
Arorulypse shere it 1s sald that eslvation hes come (e, gz., Hev, 7:110;
121105 19:11).

It will be sald on that day, "Lo, this is our Godj

wa have wonlted for dim th' t He mizht ssve us, This

is the Lord; we hove walted for Him; lat us he glad

end rejolice in His salwntiosn,

And we are reminded oncs agein that 1t is good that one should wait
gul=atly for this selvetion of tﬁe Lord (Lesn 3:26).

We have seen in this chepter that the 0ld Testarsat vaczbulary of
hope reflected » rozlization on the part of §od's pearle that their
cavenznt 3od had Geen keening His pronisee to be with them in every
nead, dnile thies hope wes sometines exrreassad in terzs of what might
ba ezlled contemporaneous wmaterieliesm, it wis, nevertheless, evidence
of o confident trast in Yuhwebh which depicied the active faith of the
014 Testenent beligver,

4 study of thils kind would remain incoumplete wars wn to counfine

ourssalves only to thosa pesssagas containing the precise vocanbulsry of

hape without st leset mentioning cartein other portions of the 0ld Testow

ment where the idaw of wsiting is clesrly present. 1In additien to in-

dividunl pzsenges where the weiting believer crimd out, “Vow long, ©

Lordi® or used some similsr expreesion (e.g. P, 15:1; 79:5; 89:146), the

ides of wniting ie mlso etrongly sesociated with certain notsble events

?he concert of the Day of the Lord will be trested in Chapter IV,

e . . o e
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in Ierzel's history, & hletory which can perbaps be charecterised as
& never-ending anélcipation, iHMoses and later Joshua walited to lend the
children of Israel out of Tgypt and into the promiced lend, Seme of
the exiles in Fabylon longed to return to Jeruselem whare the people
who 4id return were forced to weit somne wmore, thls time for the comple-
tien of the temple. The Faw Testaument tells ue how the prophete (and
evon angnle) longed to exverisnce thosa thin.e which were yet to gome
et the tine of the iacaraste Chyist (Meti. 1317 ) Fet. 1:20-12),

We mee in the conge of Abrehem en excemple of how God disclosed and
reveslsd Licgelf by meazng of promise snd fulfillment., The petriarch
walted meny years for m son, Xsanc wee born when his father was one
hundred years old (Gen, 21:5). The writer to the Hebrews tells us that
Abrohen ¢lad in falth without having fully received the promise za he
wis only sble to see and greet it from afsr (leb, 11:13). +e sae here
en excellant exnmple of 014 Testanect typology;'for He who woe Abraham's
Seed s well ng his Iord told the Jews, "Abrazem rejoiced Lo see “y
duy." (John %:56; Gal, 114)., ILeter, in etrictly hietoriezl fashion,
Lute reacords that Peul addretssd certsin memxbers of his avdience in
Pisidicn Anticch a8 "sons of the fexily of Abrebam" whenihe spoike to them
concerning th~ Christ sbout whom the proghets had Ziven their utterznces
(fots 13:26ff. )., VWhether axlicitly ctated or not, the 0ld Testenment
saint wes waiting in eager expecteiion for So¢ %o ley bere Hie holy arm
thet &1l the netions of the ecrth might see His salvation (Is. 52:10).

Whils the 014 Testamant hape is not spelled out with the Christo-
logicnl clarity of the New Testasent; there i3, nevertheless, en egual
amount of believing conviction in God's fzithifulnese in keeping Hls

promises expreesed in the Peanlms, for exenple, ne one finde In St, Faul's
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Eplstle to the Philiyppians, Bepecially does the author of the Epistle
to the Hebrews remind us that there 1s but one people of God who through
Hle salutery eetivity in historicul processes perfected His entire
people in Christ (Fieb., 11:39€f.). Only in the incurnate, crucified and
exzlted Son of God do we see the true unity of ithe two testaments, For
it hes been revezled to us that all wulting on the Lord must tltizately
te undersiocod in terme of weiting on and for the Lord Jesus Chrizt

(Take 24;LLFf,; Acts 2:19«2%; 10143},

It wes the author of Prov, 24114 who urgzed men to know that God's
wiadom wuse &8 honey to one's soul, If onn would find that wiedom, there
would be & future and smn'e hope ( '31'1 2 ™ ) would not be cut off.
Ours ie & sure hove in {hrist whom Bod hae made our Wisdom (1 Cor, 1:20
gnd 30). It was Hle who looked for pity snd comforters and found noﬁq
seve those who geve Him vinegar to drink thet His thirst might be
quenched (Ps, 69:21-22). Only btecause He was cut of f from the land of
the living is §{t cortein that our hove will not be cut off (Is, 53:8;
Aets 2;32ff,; Prov, 24:114),

The 014 Teetzment Dellever excressed his exlvution hove as zn ecger
walting for 8 concrate gosl; his waliting wes in truth alweys 8 walting
on the Lord., The New Testzment Church hee continued to worship her lLord
in the words of the Do Profundis (Ps. 130) which beautifully describe
elso the Christisn's tension that will rersin until the Purousia,

OQut of the depths have I cried unto Thee, O Lord.

Lord, hesr my voice:

Let Thine eare de attentive

to the voice of ry supclications,

If Thou, Loré, shounldest mark iniguities,

0 Lord, who shnll stend?

But there is forgzlvennes with Thee,

That Thou mayest be faared,
I wailt for the Lord, my soul doth wailt,

[ -
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and in llie word do I hove.

Ky soul waiteth for the Lord

more thzn they that watch for the morning:

I say, more then they that watch for the morning,

Let Isrecel hope in the Lord:

For with the Lord there is mercy,

&nd with Him is plenteous recdamption,

dnd He shall redaems Inrmel) from all bhis iniouities,
Glory bLe to the Father and to the Son snd to tne Holy Chost;
A8 1t wes in the beglinning, ie now, end ever shall be,
world without end. Awen,

© EPESEARE T YR A IEAS WP W AT AR o T
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CRAPTYR IIIX

WAITING AND THE CFHTRALITY OF THZ LORDSHIP OF CHRIS?

A8 obvious as it mey seen, we must not fall to stress the fact that
it 1s the lordship of Christ which must sarve as the substructure which
undergirds our discussion of wuiting on the Lord, The concept of waiting
fn the New Testement and, in particular, in St, Paul's Ppistle to the
Philippiens is properly underetood only es it e related to the fact that
Jesus of Famareth is the LOKD JPBUS CHRIET to the glory of God the Pather
{Acts 2:36; Phil, 2:11).

The basic meacing of |<c39_¢.os ie"one who has the right of authority

over others es one who commnands willing aervieo."l Thie, hovever, was

not alwvays the meaning of the term. The Oreeksz for a long tise were
fundanentally averse to regarding tshelr gods as lords and themselves as
slaves ( SO0 Aol Jo In the Orient =nd in ¥gypt, however, peorle tended
to believe in gods to whom they felt personally reeponeidle, It was
probebly not until the first century before Chriet thet the counter-
gtrsam from the Fmst, vhich poured the Oriental ideas of lordship into
Gresk molds, sctuslly degan in oame-t.z Only when this bad happened did

/
Rug LOS Dbecome generzlly used 28 the expression connoting a personal

1For much of the material in this chapter, I am indedted to the
atudy of "Lord" by Werner Foerster and Gottfried Zuell in Volume Il of
Bible Fey ¥ords from Gorherd Kittel's Theologisches Hirterbuch gum Heuen
Testement, translated and edited by J. R. Costes and H., P, Kingdon (Hew
York: Harper & Brothers, Publishers, 1953).

2;b1£.; Pe 19,
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relationship of men to & god, excressing itself in prayer, thanksgiving
and devotion, and as a correlative to dolG Aoy , vhereby the person
conoerned addressed as master the god whom he célled KU gLes .

The Hellenisation of the world efter Alexander the Great wes no
doubt successful in large part beceuse of (Gresk willingness to tolerate
and even to incorporate siew religions inte their pantheon, ZReligious
eyncretisw was also & characteristic of the Romane but to a far lesser
degree because of the emperor cult, The papyrl tell us a greaat deal
about the development of Ku’ems which was cowmon among Oriental
religions 1nc1ﬁdtng. for example, the Egyptian cults of Isil‘and

| Serapi.-.j The term quite naturally became applied to sovereligne and
rului throughout the Faet, including some of the later Ftolemiee and at
least three of the Herode,

By the time of 8t, Faul's letter to the Christians in the Roman
colony of Fhilippi, KJEWS (the Latin dominus) wae & common title

- glven to emperore, notadly by citizens living in the esstern part of
the Fopire, The term was applied to Claudiue and Nero, for example,
primarily in & political-legal sense rather than aes a religious title,
@lthougzh we can ascertain from history that, in practice, the latter
meaning was prevelent already at the time of Nero, After the tize of
Constantine when Chrtsfianley hed bacome an officially recogniszed
religion, the term d&ﬂ'né'rrls gonerally replsced RGetos as a
designation for the emperor.

Oscar Cullman takes issue with ¥, Bousset in his Eyrios Christos

JJames Eope Moulton sad George ¥illigan, The Yocabulary of the

Gyeel Testament Illustrated from the Fapyri and Othey Non-Titersry
Sourges (Orand Bapids: ¥Wm, B, F‘erdmans Publishing Company, 1955). p. 365.
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&8 well as with Bultmann {n his Theology of the New Testament, both of
vhom give undue stress to Hellenistic influences upon the Christisn cone
ception of I<Jet°s to the virtusl excluelon of any reots in Jewish or
Falestinien 1011.“ It is to these that we now turn,

In the Beptuagint, KUE(OS occurs moet significantly ms an
equivelent fbr"ﬁ‘rsf ard over five-thousand times as a consistent
perivhrasis for the mysterious divine tetragremmaton 5T95i" . As a
trenelation of the former, rujetos does not alwaye refar to God ms
1t also aprears with reference to human positions of leadership ranging
from the huebund in a fumily (Gen, 18:12) to the king of a nation
(o.g. Gen, 40:1; 1 Sem, 22:12), In referring to Ged, ‘gﬁ*rg? connotes
His sovereign superiority which 1s often indistinguishadle from His
lordehip cheracterised by the use of si57 ,

The name of Yohyoh may perhans be called the basic mold of 21l 0ld
Testazent predications about God; the figure of Yahweh is the mold of
biblical revelation in the 0ld Testament canon.5 In spesking of the
namne Yahweh me & concept of experience, (usll says:

The édeeply-felt pathos, the searing henesty of 0, T. platy, is

rooted in the meseage about Yahwsh, in whose clearly defined

personality, in whoee insistont will man finde & norm and eriterion
for 1ife and the world, nowv cowering in a feeling of creaturely

dependence before the Holy, now estiated with rept gasing .tﬁthc
figure (Ps. xvil. 15) in whom all salvation lies guaranteed,

h()scar Cullmann, The Christolosy of the ¥ew Testoment (Philsdelphiat
The Westminaster Prees, 1959), pp. 193-237. Cullmann aleec questions
FPoerster who, in attempting to rafute Bousset in hie Horr ist Jesus
tends, says Cullmann, to foll into the vary some errcr of eaparating the
profane use of the title xderos from ite religious use which certainly
also hed roots in Hebraw thought.

S¥oerster und Guell, go. glt.s pe 67

61bid., p. 46,
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In confident awe and anticipation, the 0ld Testsment belisver waited on
Yahwoh his Lord who says emphatically, "Seek Me and ye shall live”
(Amos 5:14).

It 1s {n Bie guiding throughout history thet Yahwah is seen and
recognized as the Lord who demands obedience, which, in fulfillment of
His lmposed odligution of loyalty, 18 to show itself in concrete actions
toward one's fellowmen.’ God's lordship in late Judalsm and in the

psavdepigraphic writinge is two-pronged, 0God 1s portrayed es the sover-

eign Lord and Leader of the universe and ite history. Fe 18 at the sanme

time both the merciful Lord and righteons Judge of the 1nd1viaual.5 The
reason vhy God im abdsoluts Lord over Both worlid and individual is De-
cause He i» "Creator of all¥ (I ¥moch B412f,); and the election of
Israel is seen more snd more in torms of God as the Creator of Infuel
(Apocalypse of Beruch 78:3; 79:12; 82:12).

Havipng given this brief but basic background, we now proceed to

the use of KUp(0S = in the Naw Testament snd, in particular, St. Paul's

Fpistle to the Philipplans. Hhile the use of kue(oj 1a the Septuagint
strongly and consclously affirme that God's lordship 1is legitimate (an
affirbation based on God's ereatorship se well zs the historical fact of
Israel's divine election), thess two criteria for legitimmte lordship
;rn more tban met in the case of Jesus who is the ambodiment and Creator

of God's New lsrael (e.g., Mark 1:157f.; Hed., 111-5).

7Ibid., p. 751.

®Ibges pe 0.
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Absent only 4n Titus and in the Johannine Epietles, the tera
KOG gtoy oocurs more than five-hundred times in the Rew Testament., It%
fregquently aprears in its everyday meaning of "owner,? "master,” or to
indicate the station or any offici=l capacity in which a person acted
(e.g., Matt, 2018; 21:1730,40; 27163; ¥ark 1%135; Luke 161377, 19:133;
Acte 25:26; Col, #:1). St. Faul, hovever, {n ueing Ku’e(os fifteen
or sixteen tinmes in Philippians (depending upon the reading edopted in
2130), elways does 8o with reference to Christ. There is good reason
for finding in the Apostle's insistence upon KYPIOEZ IHZOYZ
XPIETOZ  gs "the name which 1s sbove every name® (2:19) a protest
against the ever-present danger of bowing the knee to "the gode many
and lorde many" (1 Cor. B835f,) with which Chrietianity found {t=alf
confronted throughout the Greco-Komsn world., It is for Jesus alone
that the early Church reserved the abeolute lordship.9

If the Apostle's rather frequent use of KU eleg in hie Fpistle
to the Fhilippisns serves to remind the congregation of their one lLord,
this emphacis i{s overshadowed by a grander theslogiecal purpose, namsly,
a Christological concern that portrays Jesus Christ ae both Savior and
Lord by wvirtue of His person and saving work, The Lord Jesus Christ,
‘not Paul or Epephroditus or the FPhilippian congregation, is the principsl
figure in the epistle, He is the only reason vhy Paul says that he "oan
do 81l things® (4:13). Tris intensely personal faith in his Lord is
given full expreseion in this epistle as Paul tskee occasion to show his
love for those who had remembered him with gifts while be was in prisen

(b:10f2,).

9culloenn thinks the phrase "Jesue be cursed!® in 1 Cor, 12:73 1e
closely connected with the enforcemeat of emperor worshir snd the attend-
ant persecution resulting from one's pudblicly confeseing Christ as Lord,
22 m-. The 218f.
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His letter bYegine snd ende in the customary Pauline mmnner of cone
foarring upon his readers the grece sad peace of the "lord Jesus Christ"
| {2:2; 4323). BHe mentions that many Christians in Rome, baving geined
confidence through his imprieonment, have grown more bold to epeak the
Word af God without fear, Peul celle them "brethren in the lord,® or
1t may De that their nevly found confidence is "in the Lord® (111k),
Perhaps the Apoetle wiched to convey both of thesa {desa, It §is "in
the Loré" thet Paul hopes to s»nd Timothy to Philippi, and 4t is again
"in the Lord" that he expreeses confidence that he too mey visit the
Philippiane (2:19,24). In the meantime, they are to receive
Epnphéédltuo "in the Lord™ (2129)., later he cslla them "beloved"
(oi&otrrq Tol ) snd exhorts them to stznd firm ®“in the Lerd® (4:1),
That they are "beloved” probably refers to the fact that they have
besn loved by God (e.g., Rom. 137; 1 Pet. 21205 #:112). It ie understand-
able how the term would aleo be ueed among bellievers whe are "in the
Lord, " thet ie, those who are within the sphere and under the influence
of the Spirit of the Lord Jeeus Chriet and His Church. :

Peul taotfully urges both Pusdis and Syntyche to agree "in the lord"
as the dinding force able te reconcile them (4:12; Eph, 2:21), Vvhather
one calle &v Hueﬁp e "mystical dative® or by sny other label, the
meaaing of the phrase is clear from the Pauline corpue, %The baptiszed
Christian 18 2 part of Chriet; he is a me=bder of His body (e.g,, Rom, 6
1 Cor, 6:11; 1 Cors 123 12ff.3 Gal. 33 Fphey Col,; ef,, also 1 Pet. 113y

3:15)s. The Christiecn has bdut one guilding principle in acting and in
forbearing to aot, udvev v Kuplw (1 Cor, 7329).10

107, B, Lightfoot, Saint Paul's Fristle %o the Pbilirnlens (Grand
Bapide; Zondervan Publishing Rouse, 1956}, p. 120.
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Peul axhorts his Philippisn brethren to rejoice "in the Lord®
(3:1; &4:4) even as he himeelf was overjoyed "in the Lord® becauss of
thelr concern for him (4:10). 1}  an {mportant ra#iou for rajoiocing in
the Lord is that "the Lord ie near® (4:5),12 It is the "Lord Jesus
Christ® for whom Christiane are esgerly waiting es their Savior froas
henven (3120); and 1t 1s the supreme knowledge that Christ is already
recognised as "my Lord," by virtus of His resurrection (John 20:128),
that truly showve this former Pharhae'n deap alleglanca to Christ which
enables him, in comparing this knowlnélga with nl'! his past "zatne, " %o
consider them ae something that he would not hesitate te throw away even
as one would nomli;r a0t in discarding refuse (3 B8ff, ). Such knowledge
{8 inestimable bacsuse {ts subject and glvar ip the lord Jasue Christ
(2 Pet. 3:18) whom every creature is to worship end confess (2110f,)
none of whom will be able to separate us from the love of God which 1w
in Chriet Jesus our lord (Ron, 8:38!.).13

The centrality of the lordship of Chriet in this eristle is, of
courss, best seen in Phil, 2:11 which stands ae the culmination of ons
of the most significant Ghrhtqlogicsl statensnte in the entire Few Testae
ment. It is bayond the scope of our topic to attempt to glve a Cetailed

exeogesis of FPhil, 2:5ff, YWhether or not lohseyer and others are correct

11y, 4, Beare in his recent work, A Commsntary on the Toistle to the
Philivpiang (lLondon: Adem & Chnrles Black, 1959), p. 100, follows
Ooodspeed in translating X«u(e&Té as "farewell® inetead of “rejoice® as
the epistle apreare to be draving to a glose in view of the sudden chengs
in moed in 3t 2,

129n1e importent passage as vell as 3120f., will de treasted at length
in subsequent chajters,

2

I’Mnrvin B, Vincent, & Orltical and Exegetical om'ng ry g_r_x_
PFoistles to the Philinrians and to Philemo Philemon, 18 The Internationel C 5 cal
Eghi-.zf“ﬂ*qzx (?dinbtw@o To & To alark' 1897 pt 1000

VA el
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in saying thai these varses were originally from zn early Christian
hyan which the &postle incorporated fnto his opiatlo is 2loo not cantral
to our present discussion, In eny eveat, we can be corinin that this
paseage containe the theology of S5t, Paul. And it is particularly 4n
this paricope that we can see the results of God's miraculous saving

power ag seen in Paul, who had been a Jaw in the strictest sense of the

——

term (Phil, 3) and @ Jewish monothoist if there aver was one, would now

supbatically eessert K TYPIOE TWIOYE XPIETOZ (cfa. mlee 1 Cor,

1213). _

Concarning Phil, 2:5¢f., wa n&te that this chaptar lpeakl-li mch
about the Christian %ife as it does about the person and work of Chriet,
Tha Beriptures navar speak of Christology in a vacuum, Peul here emphae
8lzes tha emrthly ministry of our Lord for the purpose of esteblishing a
relationshiy betwesn the Sevioer and sinful man, We first recognize Him
as KU eLosy through His evptying Himsalf as & suffering slave. He was
& voluntary OoOMog who emptied Himself (Matt. 20:28; John 10:18; 2 Cor.
8:9; Gal, 23203 1 Tim, 2:6).

Recezusa the Lord Jesus khad tsken upon Himeelf the forz of a slave,
¥e are to begome slaves of one ancther (1 Cor., 7:22; 2 Cor. 4153 Phil, 2315).
Thia thought wae prodably present in Paults thinking whenever he spoke of
Christ's loxdship ae, for exarmle, when he wrote to the Colossians, "Ae
therefors you hawe received Christ Jeeus the Lord, so live in Him* (Col.
216), The lordship of Chriet influences individual balievers by regulating

the way that we are to live as ve await our final denveranee.ll’ To serve

li"‘mittmg and the chﬂstium 1ife will be trosted in greater detail
in Ghaptrr vi.
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our Kueg Loy who not only created uw but, ss our dJdoUAcS , radesmed
us, connotes not elavery but freedom, We are constrained by the love of

Bim who died for all (2 Cor. S5114£f,) All Christion ministry is the serv-
ice of God and of Christ,}5 Peul and Timothy sre ScOAoL  of the ZLord

Christ (Phil. 1:1), We ava slaves of ths Lord Jesus Christ as we wait
upon (Jlowovew ) one enother (Matt, 20128; 25:44; 1 Jorm 4:112,21). In
the Wew Testement, a new look is given to sarthly relationships of slaves
to their masters whom Panl tells, "You are serving the lLord Chriet” (Col,
3t22¢2f.; Eph, 615-9).

On thie account Ood hae highly exalted Him and cenferred upon Him
the name which is above avery name, that &t [int] the name of
Jagus every knee should bow, in hsaven and on earth and under the
earth, and eveyy tongue confess LOKD JESUS CHRIST to the glory of
God the Father (Phil, 2:9~11),16

The entire pusesge rushes toward the words KYPIOL TREOYE XPlZTox
28 1ts theological apex, as ws also recognise Josus as Lord through Rie
resurrection and exultation,

That every tongue confesas that Jeeus Christ ie Lord to the glory of
God the ht)mz; is ieminuoent of eome very similar words in Isaiah where
God esys, "I A¥ THE LORD, that is ¥y namej and My glory will I give to
no other® (Is. 42:18; of, also Is. 45:12); Amos 5:8), God the Father is
the Lord; that {s His name, and that is preclieely who Ee is, Ee will
certainly give Hig glory or the name Lord to no othere-to no one, that is,
dut to Him who is His only Som (John 1:11%,18; 7116,18; 1 John 4:9), Jesus
ies elovated to and, in a sense, even bayond the position of Yzhweh in tke
014 Testament; fe is the LOED Jesus Ckriet to the glory of God the FPather

5p1en Richardson, Aa Introduetion to the Theolozy of the Now
Tostement (New York: Harper & Brothers, Publishers, 1958), p. 305

160u11mnn renders the Kaw Testament hacvax 57“:9_'5‘9“*0‘&\/ "more
then exalted.® 1t is to be remambersd that Phil., 2:19ff, refers tc the
conorete pereon of our Lord sccording to His human nature which is the
only neture which could de improved.
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" (2 Cor, 1320)., "Tuis 1des iurtha foundation of every New Testament
paesuge which sctumlly ldentifies Jesus with God. wl?

The usual name for God in 01d Testament quotations and allusiens
in which the Sentuagint iE genarclly followed 18 KU,QMS with or without
the article (e.g., Matt. 9:38; 11:25; Luke 1:46; Joha 12138 (twice); Acte
L3263 171243 1 Cor. 10:9,26; 2 Fet. 313} Rew. 4:18), 1t 1ie charscteristic
of the Christolegicel expression of the authors of the Kew Testament
thnt they incorporate 0ld Testament statements which speak directly of
Bod the Father and apply them to Jesus (e.g., the uce of Is. 40:3 by all
four mvangelists in Mutt, 3t Mark 113; Iuke 3 4; and John 1:23), Simi-
larly, Pbil. 414 may possidly de en alluesion to Had, 3:i18. Jesue is ereci~
fically cnlled God in Heb, 1:8; Tit, 2;13; and 2 Pet., lil.

In 1 Thess. 4114 it 1g Jesus who @8 God's agent will cerry out judgment
and the resurrection, something which only God could do according to Jew.
ieh thinking., Any stxtemsnt about the lordship of Christ would bte con-
sidered blasphemous by sm unbelieving Jew, The preaching of the cross
and & crucified Meesiah was scandalous to the Jews and foollshness to Gene
tiles (1 Cor. 1:23), An even greater scandal to the Jew, however, wae that
Jesue be glven the name LORD, Their Memsish had come as God in the flesh
into the midst of Judaism, but the Jews falled to appreciate this grestest
of blessings (Rom. 915).

In addressing & predoninately Jewlesh audience on Fentecost, Feter
declared that Ged had made the crucified and risen Jesus of Nasareth both

Lord and HMessimh (Acts 21736), Luke, 1n reporting tnis sermon, has Peter

17&11::.111:1«.1311'. o, cit.y po 218.
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clting the Septuagint version of Ps. 11011, probably the most frequently
alluded to 0ld Testawent passuge in the New Testowent, where David says,
“The Lord saild to my Lord, 51t at My right hand, till I make Your enemies
& footstool for Your feet" (Acts 2334f.), The firet KJQtoS i the
God of Israel; the second is Christ the exalted Lord of the Chrietien
Church which s the New Israel, Yet they are one (Johm 1017303 17:11),

An almost endlese array of paseages could be cited to show thut
'“”EWS muy refer to Christ or Gods For exasple; in prayers the
Apostles often meke no dietinction between God and Jesue (e.g., 2 Cor,
1215} 1 These, %12; 2 Thess: 3:15). We note also some of thowe passuges
wbich spesk of preying to God "through Christ" (e.g., Bom. 118; 7:25;

2 Cor, 13203 Col, M17), It is not long before the student of the New
Testument is forced into the realiration that there are mny passages
which are arbiguoue as to whether God or Chriet ie meant (e.g., Acts 9:3);
1 Cor, 4119; 7t17: 2 Cor. 8:21; Col., 3122b; 1 Thess, 4:6; 2 Thess. 31E).
Arparently, this ambiguity did not disturd the writere of the New Testa-
ment; theologically it wae unavoidable,

The proclamstion of Jesus' resurrection as, for example, in the
sermons in Acts, i8 a proclamation of the lordship of Chrint.la The New
Testament writers use u-ulaeibs of Jesus as the resurrected Lord (Aocts
2:136; Rom, 10:9). Death po longer hes dominion over the risea Christ
(xUT00 olKETL KUQLEVEL); rather the Lord ls Victor over

death (Rom, 6:9; 1 Coxy 15:55ff.). Tha plenary suthority given the

18charres Rerold Dodd, The Arostolic Preaching and Its Development
(londont Hodder snd Stoughton, 1951), pps 1lf.
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resurrected Lord is seen in Ais own words (Matt. 23:18) as well as in

the words of the Apostles (e.g., Acts 10:136; Rom, 10112} 14193 Eph, 1
' 20££.; Phil, 31213 Col. 1115€f.; 1 Pet, 3:122; Rev, 17114 19516),
Jesus and not the emperos is “lord of lords and King of kinge,*

4 fixed association of 1deas atems from Christ'e lordship include
ing His resurrection, secenszion and session, and conming again as our
Bavlor end Judge. The comprehensive character of the lordehip of
Jesue is seen in such passages as Matt. 25118 and in John 5:122 whers
Jesus says, "The Fauther judges no one, ut has given all jelgmsnt to
the Son® (ef,, also Acte 17431; EFom, 14i8-12), Our waiting ie besed
upon the past evente leading to our sslvetion as well &s upon & confi-
dent hope in the Lord'e parousia (e.g,, 1 Cor, %15; 11126 2 Cor, 1:20;
Phil, 31203 bu5) when He will return as Savior (Phil. 3:20; 1 Thess,
13103 Tit. 2:113) end Judge (e.g, 2 Those, 119f.} 1 Cor, Hilf,; 11:32;
2 Cor. 5:10).

It ic Chriet's exclted loréehip nnd not His saviorhood that 1s
the centrsl confession of the New Testement. The walting Church ie
to confess and proelaim thut Jesus ie Lord, not Savior (Fom. 10:9;

1 Cor. 12:3; 2 Cor. 415; Phil, 2111), Tit. 2:11ff, epecks adout wait-
ing for the second appearing of our great (od and Savior Jesus Christ,
Phil, 2:11 stresses the LORD Jesus Christ for whom we eagerly wait
(3:120); while in Luke 2111, the angel amnounces alrsady &t Jeaus'
first appearing the birth of a Savior who ie Christ the LOHD, All
threa peesages affirm the delty of our Lord. T‘neﬁor‘lpturﬂ speak of

dJasus in meny waysj dul wve agree with Stauffer that of »ll the
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Christological titles, the richest is that of *Lord,"?

The non=Christian use of the KU’QLDS nams in the Hellenistie
world, its relation to emperor worehip, and, mbove all, its use as the
name of God in the Septusgint--zll of tiis certainly contribtuted to
making t«fews an actusl title for chriat.?‘o Cullmana adde, however,
that this d evelopment would not have 'om;:n poseible had the originasl
church already not called uwpon Christ as the Lord in ber worshir., WHe
cites the ancient liturgical forimla maranaiha in 1 Cor, 16:22 which
Paul merely translitsrated froa the Arammic thereby indiecating tuzt it
was wall<iknown, 2L the bending of the knees 0f all creation and the
confessing of every toague that Jesus Christ 4s Zoxd to the gloryy of
God the Father is, without & doubt, a reference to the worship of the
abeolute loru described in terms slmilar to the doxologles eddressed
to tho Laub and “TovrTo Keﬂt"l‘wg in the Agocalypse (e.g., Rev. 4:3;
5112-1%, prgsiny cf,, also Hatt, 4510 end 1 Kings 15;18),

The use of Hdel ©% §n the Esw Testament expresses a relation-
ehip denoting the one Lord upon whom we are dependent, For Chriztians
there is only one God with whom they have to reckon, from and to whom
ell thingze exist, &nd only one lord uwpon whom they deperd ané to whom

thay ove everything that mekoa them Chrlatian.zz here again it is clear

19%the1vert Staues or, Now Testament Thaology (New York: The
Meemillen Corpeny, 1056, p. 114,
2¢
MIMD_' Qre mu,]:. 215.

21pid,, p. 208,

22?00r3t9r &nd Qﬂﬁllg B g-_!‘_la Pe 103-
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thet WUpl0§ means that One through whom God has entered thls world

to seve and to aclt. our only lord end Savior Jesus Christ (1 Cor., 815f,).
Thie s our exalted Lord whom we confase and worship (Rom, 103193 1 Cor.
Bi6y 2 Cor. 415; Phil, 2111); because of Him we walt upon one snother
until that day when He will return to bring to completion thet good work
begun in us by God (Fhil. 116). This 1o the Lord for whom we waich end
esgerly wait (Is. 25:9; Phil. 3:20)., In the meantime, 211 of our waiting

is with the knowledge that "The Lord ie near® (Fhil, 4315),




CBAPTYR IV
THE® DAY OF CHRIST" AS THE PAULIWE PAROUSIA

A discuseion of waliing on the Lord naturally suggests the thouzht
of Jesus® return. ¥hile the noun 'n"aq_oum’oa occurs twice in
Philipriens, 4n nelther case is it used as a technical term for our
'I.ord's Sacond Coming. In both paseages Paul uses the tém with refer-
ence to himself as he epezks of his coning agein to eze the Philiyplane
(Phil, 1:126) as well as mentioning his former presence with them (Phil,
23112),

The purnose of this chapter 48 to discuss the phrases "day of
Jesus Chriet® (Phil. 1:6) and ™day of Christ” (Phil. 1110} 2:116) as
correlativas of the New Testacent concept of the parousia, We have
seen on the busis of Phil, 2:11 and other passages l‘treaaing the lord-
ship of Chriet that, context permitting, we may eguate "day of Christ®
with sanothey Pauline phrase "day of the Lord" which occurs also in ite
fuller form me "the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” {cf., 1 Cor., 118; 5:5;
1 These, 5:2). .

It 4¢ not within the scope of this paper to diecuss in detall the
day~of -the-Lord concept in the 0ld Teptament or the use of rt) PLEIQOL
in the Synoptic Gogpels, for exawple, Neverthelese, we think 1t neces-
sery to present at least a brief overview of these important concepts.

The 0ld Testmzmant Day of the Lord ( STTIST" T 1™ ) ss well as
many of the references to "the Day," "day," or "that Day® were teras

used by the prophets to descride a supernaturz]l end-time event in which

God would reveal Himeelf to men and usher in & new age by overthrowing
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all evil forces and by liberating from the judgment of ein those who
trusted in Him for their deliverance. It was the tiwe when God would
suddenly bremk into history to Juige His foes and establish His rule,
The Day of Ya=hwsh was an eschatological day of triumph when the victo-
rious kingdom of God would bBecome a reality.l

But it wae the ein of Isracl &s well as that of the netions which
prompted God's prophete to speak about a day of clouds &nd thick dark-
ness, & day of wrath and gloom, & day of devastation and natursl up-
heaval of universal dizension (e.g., Is, 2110ff,; 26:219f.; 3b:827.;
Tam, 1:21€f,; Week, 717ff.3 3B8f7.; Joel 211ff.3 312ff.; Amos 3:2;
5118€¢,3 8:9; Obad, 8-11} Zeph, 1:14£f,; 8; Zech, M4:1ff,). SBuch a
day would satiefy God'e Justice end exslt Him adove all other gode,
Yet because of Hie great love and mercy, the Day of Yahwoh was to de a
gracloue day of salvation for those who waited and trusted in Him (e.g.,
Is, 2519} Jer. 30:17f.1 lam, 3:21ff.; Zsek. M311ff.; Amoe 9:111f.; Zach,
14:5¢f, ), The last reference tells of a glorious day in which Yauhweh
would come to esteblish His universal reign. That God's eschatologiocal
day is sometimes mentioned in conrection with His reign suggzeets that
the Kingdom of 0God and Day of Yahweh are closely related Bidllical cone
cepts., Ve see God's law and gosrel enaeted in dothi both embody Jjudg-
ment, rerentance, and deliverance, and both describe the final suppras-
sion of all evil and the concrete blessinge of the new age.

The closing chapters of Isaish sound forth the good news thet God

would reign (Is. 43213 47315; G44:6; 52:7). Malachi ends his prophecy

1yonn Bright, The Kinzdonm of God (Nashville: Abingdon Prese, 1953),
. 60.
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with a referance to the return of Elijah defore the coming of the great
and terridble day of the Lord (Mal, 4:5). But we have an even further
forward look as early as Is, 25:9, vhere the confident anticipation of
the God of salvation is already realized by the believer,

It will be exld on that day,

"Lo, this 1is our Godg

we have waited Tor Him that He might save us,

Thie is the Lord;

wa heve waited for Himj

let us be glad and rejoice in His ealvation,®

The expectation of a Day of Yahyeh embraces the important assump-

tion thas m is already known, that is, that men recognises his own
present salvation 29 well as his powerful Judge. This attitude of welt.
inz ie an act of falth on the part of Inraal; She did not doudbt thet
she was the people of God whom He had chosen and would continue to de-
fend. In so doing, Isreael tended to be eomplacent about her sin; yet
even under euch circumstences she sometimes faced the future with a
confidence that dared to yearn for that Day of Jahweh as the day inm
which God!s peopls hoped to ses her ensnmies destroyed.

VYon Erd caill Amos 5:18ff, the lgcus claesicus for all discussion
about the 014 Teetument TR 3T TR , which, while in & nezative
context, does certaeinly sppear to speak of en eschatological hnpe.z
But that day would become an imminent and inescapable day of doom for
those whose deed orthodoxy and rituslistic formalism had decoms a cloak-
behind which they sought to excuse themselves for committing greve sins,

including social injustices over against the poor and destitute of their
day.

2Gerhard von Rsd and Oesrhard Delling, " Auteo, ," Theologisches
Wirterbuch gum Heuen Tesatoment, edited by Gerhard Kittel (Stuttgurt:
We Kohlhammer GMBH, 193"--5. 11, 945ff,, wheres von Eed terms as improb-
able Mowinckel's contention that the Day of Jchweh refers to His dsy of
enthronement,
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Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord!

¥hy would you have the dry of the Lord?

It ie¢ darkness, end not lightg -

és 1f & man fled from & lion and & baar mat him;
or went into the house end leaned with hie hand
againet the wall and 2 sercent bit hinm,

Ie not the day of the Lord darkness end not light,
and gloom with no brigzhtness in 1t7

Amoe lad men to the presence of the living God whose redemption comes

by way of Judgment and rapentance.3' Yet by #seking Yahweh and by hating

evil, Isrzal could live; "t may still be that the Lord, the God of hoets

would be grecious to the remmant of Joseph" (Aﬁos 5:4.1#f.).

The reader of the 0ld Teetament ie eventuslly forced to conclude
that there i® more than one day or period in which OGod would intervene
within history. Amosz slready had prophesied ibout the dey of the re-
estadlishment of the fallen tobernacle of David (Amos 9:11f.) which
Jemes, 22 leader of the Apostolic Council, spplied to the convarsion of
the Gentiles (Acts 15113ff,). In the Naw Testament, we note our Lord's
refarence conéerning "duye of the Son of Men" which are contrasted with
"the dny" when the Son of Hen is to be revesled (Luke 17:122ff.; cf., also
referances to "the last days" in Acte 2:17; 2 Tim, 3:1; Bedb, 1:12; 2 Pet.
2t3). Apparently "the last dnys" will attain their culmination in one
final "great Day of God® (Jude 6; Rav, 16:1%4), 1In the meantime, every-
thing 4e regulated according to the divine economy of time, which ie
always colored by God's patient forbsarance in seeking to aprropriate
His saving groce to all men {ecf., 2 Pet. 3i8ff,). But one hesitates in

accepting wholeheartedly the view that the New Testazent parousias is

JMertin H. Prensimenn, Follow Me: Discipleship Accarding to Saint
Haotthew (S5t. Louieg Goncordin Publishing House, 1961), ps Zi¢e Tha
referonce to the Anos passage is made in connection with a discussion
of Matt., 3:12£f,

et amntt: 1l uill i
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merely a reworking of the 014 Testament Day of the Lord as this tends
to overlook the tremendous differonce which Christ has msde between
the two testaments,” For He 4t is who has trensforumed the 0ld Teste~
ment Day of the Lord into the day of salvetion by reeculng us from the
wrath to come (1 Thess. 1:10; 5:9).

We shall say & fow words at this point about those phrases which
speak of our Lord's coming in a cloud with power,® or "in® or "with
the clouds” (e.g., Luke 21:127; Acts 1:9ff.; 1 Thess. 4:117; Rev, 1:7).
To many today "in the cloude® is merely a symbolic phrass referring to
thinge that are happening in the present ordef rather then at the md
of history {(e.g., the creation of the Ohnrch).5 Buch a view apvears to
be based largely upon a symbolic tresatment of Dan, 7:13-14, ALeide from
this passage with its peculiar difficuliies, we feal that moat, if not
811, of those Hew Testament passages which speak of the coming in the
clouds of Christ or the Son of Man ultimately speak of a cataclysmio
end-time event esrecially when they mre considered in the light of the

entire New Testanent (e.g., John 1151; 5 19-29).6

u!‘or & discussion of this and related topies, one might consult
Thomas Fraancis Glasson's The Second Adven$ts The Qrigin of the Few Testa-
ment Doctrine (London: ¥pworth Fress, 1547). The author states that the
01d Testemsnt in its teaching about a Messiah makes no mention of a
parcusia or a glorious descent from heaven, He finds it difficult te
believe, however, that the New Teztament teaching of the parcusis arew
out of roots of arocalyptic tradition as found in the Book of Enoch which,
‘says Glmeseon, has been given undue attention by some scholars of the
present century who insist that much in the How Testament is dependent
upon that etriking psevdepigraph.

57, ¥. Glasson, "The Reply %o Caiephas (Mark xiv. 62)," Fow Teeta~
ment Studies, VII (October, 1960), 88-93,

6pscar Cullmnn views the form of meesianic hove in which there is
an expectation of the Son of “an eoming on the clouds as a replacement
for the national expectation of a Jewish Messiah and which, although
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The tern 'n'eteoue('c& eccurs twanty-four times in the Eew Testament,
but {n only seventeen of these instunces is it used as a technical term
for our Lord's Second Coming., At least five differant authors make use
of the tnrm in this way., As such, it ig bdut one of many words whose
reaning was recast as 1t onme under the influence of the Christian
Church., The word is used in Neh. 216 and in the pspyri to indicate the
vieit of an sprroaching royal figure, In Christien parlance, it fre-
quently refers to the regsl return or glorious réappearins of Christ our
Lord snd King,

In addition to Trueouo-t& and i-cr/.a eleog s the New Testament
also employs such terms as c’twoKukénTuu g ;Tﬂbnc{}\uyls é
é"“P"‘fVEUL s and gbuveeo'w in describing our Lord‘'s Second Coming
and 1ts attendant circumstences, The verb GTTOKAAITTW as well ae the
nown droKAAUYLS often depicts God's disclosure of Rimself and the
hidden secrete bBelonging to the last doys (e.g., Luke 173130; Rom, 2:5;
8:18£.5 1 Cor. 1:7; 313 2 Thess, L17; 213fC.; 1 Pet, 135,7,13; 5:1;
cf. slso the uss of pwTfw 1n 1 Cor. 415 end 2 Tim 1:10). It is
to be noted, however, that d)Tl‘OKud\dﬂTbu way &lso have reference
to what ie tuking place among men right mow. The disclosure of God'se
rightecusnese as well as His wruth is already being revealed (Rom, 1:17418;
ef,, also perhaps Phil. 3:15; 1 Pet, 1:5). Divine activity is a never-

ending process, Jesus snpid, "My Father is working still, and I am

found only on the fringee of Judaism, particulerly in the Fnoch 1litera-
ture, is that fern of messianic bhove to which the Goepels tastify.
Oscar Cullmenn, ¥The Sipnificance of the (umran Texte for Research Into
the Beginninge of Christisnity," The Scrolls and the Eow Testauent,
edited by Krister Stendahl (New York: Laorper & Brothers Publishers,
195?)! De 20,
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working® (John 5:17)., God does not wait to disclose Himself only at

the laet day: yet we must not strip the parcusis of thoss things which
God finde remson folr delaying until that time, |

The noun %T\'U;ﬁo{\fﬂd\. particularly in the Pastorals, 1z used of
Jesus! glorious epiphany ae Savior end Judge (e.g., 1 Tim, 6:14; 2 Tim,
btly Tit, 2:113), A pleonasm occurs in 2 Thees, 2:8 where E.TTLQSO{,VE 1.8
and T\"o\eouc-t{a& occur in the eame technicsl sense in the phrase "the
avpearanca of Ais coning" (ef., 2 Pet., 3112 vhere Tvn eoucrclm and 5}15@:(,
are used in a similar manner), The word éﬂt¢0\lvéw. ie used of our Lord's
first appearance {n 2 Tim, 1110, In 2 Tim, 4:8 imgﬁot/veu may refer to
the first advent which would then be eet in contrast to the final Day
(cf., T8¢, 2111¢f, whors T(paiviu deplots the first coming snd
ET\'L tfo(/v&l.o\. the eecond). The veﬂ: ¢0kVEeC>lw is used to damcride
our lord's first appearance in the flash, His post-resurrection sprear.
ance, His final coming, &ad our appearing before Him for judguwent (e,g.,
John 21:114; 1 Cor. B15; 2 Cor. 5:10; Col, 3ili 1 Tim, 3116; 2 Tim, 1310;
Heb, 91263 1 Pet, 1:20; St43 1 Johm 1:2; 2:28; 32),

In the preceding chapter, we eaw that Christ's Second Coming as
Savior and Judge is an integral espect of His lordship, The writer to
_ the Febrews states thet our ascended Lord “will apprear a sacond time
( éK JEU'Té.QOU ) not to deal with sin, but to save those who are
esgerly waiting for Him® (Heb. 9:28).7 The Lord's perousia will be a
visible relurn, in the same manner in which His followers had seen Him
g0 into heaven (Acts 1311). ¥is return will be accompanied by the ar-

gels in heavenly splendor (Matt., 16:27: 251313 2 Thees, 137). Only the

<

7'i‘he verbs é’()_xo}mt and NxKw are frequently used of the coming of
Go& or of Christ, the coming of Hie Dy or hour, and even with reference
to the coxing of angels,
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Father knows the time of His coming (Matt, 24:36). The Day of the Lord
will be sudden and, for many, as unéxpectqd ae the coming of a thief in
the night (Matt, 2biL2er,g Luice 12:40; 1 Thess, 5:2ff,; 2 Pet, 3:10;
Hev, 3t3; 16:15). And Ke will return in order to effact final universal
Judgment (Matt, 12:76; 25:9ff,; Jobn 5122,27; Acte 10:42; 17:131; FRom.
21163 2 Cor, 5:10; 2 Pet. 3173 1 John 4:17) on that Day which will alse
be a day of redemction (1 Cor, 5:5; Fph. 4:130; 1 Theese. 1:10),

In Hatthew 25, our Lord describes the time when He would return to
sit in judgment over 21l nations whom Ee would arrange into two grovpe.
Based upon works done me the fruit of fsith, thie jJudguent would result
in the finul esparation between belisvers and unbelievers as esch {s
coneigned to his final resting place. To the believers Christ will say,
“Come, you blessed of Hy Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundstion of the world" (¥att., 25:3%). To the unbelisvers He
will say, "Depart from Me, you cursed, inte the eternel fire prepared for
the davil and his asngela" (Matt, 25:41), In both statements, we see the
universal grece of God, The eternal fire wae not prepsred for menj it
was preparsed for the devil and his angele whose lot ret be shared by
those who hzave rejected God's saving grace,

Although we do not know the time of ocur Lord'e parousis, we have deen
made familiar with many signe which would precede His return (Matt, 24-25;
Hark 13; Luks 21). Some of these would be seaen as socinl and political
phenomena which vould‘appﬂ&r in such forws as war and persecution., Thare
are also to be aignse in nuturg anﬁ.in the heavens, And thare are those
signs which are within the Church including the rise of fzles yrovhets,
widesureed arostesy, and perhaps the most eignificant eschatologlical event

of all prior to the parousia, the preaching of the gospel throughout the
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world (Matt. 2#:1‘6).8 Then the end will come,

| Finally, we return to the contention with which we begen this chap-
ter. Are we Justified in equating the Pauline phrases r%/.&&/eok Xetd‘Toa
and ’("I}L?f.e,ol Too HUQ{ou with the final parousial! We have been treating
these terms ae synonyme on the baels of what we consider to be conclusive
evidence, Paul writee to the Thessalonians, "For this we declare to you
by the word of the lord, that we who are aiiva, who a2re left until the
pargusia of the Lord, shall ;ot precede those who have faollen 2aleep®

(1 Thees, 4:15), We read in the seme context, "For you yourselves know
well that the day of the Lord will eome like a thief in the night" (1 Thees.
512).

An even closer connection occure in 5%, Paul's second letter to the
Thesseloniens, “Now concerning the pzrousia of our Lord Jesus Christ
and our assembling to meet Him, we beg you, breathren, not to be guickly
shaken in mind or excited, eithar by epirit or by word, or by letter
purporting to be from us, to the effect thet the dny of the Lord haa come
(2 Thess, 2:1f.; cf., nlso Matt, 24; 6=b4; 2 Thess, 1l110; 2:8),

Flsewhaere in the New Testament both wagouu'tlok and 'S\,ULElQOK occur
at lenst twice each in 2 Pet, :3-12, Ecoffers will come in the last deys
seying, "vhere is the promise of His perousin?® The author continues that
the Dey of the Lord will come like 2 thief, 1In the meantime, we are to te
the gsort of persons who weit for and hasten the parousia of the Day of God,

Thera s further evidence that the early Church equated the Day of

the Lord Jesus Christ with His parousia on the dasie of variant readings

551;. Paul's entire ministry indicates that he was thoroughly i=zbued
by ® paseion for preaching Christ wherever he was as well as through his
writings (e.g., 1 Cor, 9116; Phil, 1il12ff.; 25¢f.3 4:3).
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in 1 Cor. 1:8. Tue majority of menuscripte support rcw,uéeoL as the
originel reading in the passage "that you are lacking in no epiritual
gift ae you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ who will |
sustain you to the end, guiltlese in the Day of our lord Jesus Christ,”
It is to be notad, however, that D, G, and certzin early Gresk-Latin
versione reed 'rrokeouo*t':k in place of rcz),xe'ea\ s while the Vulgate, in
similar fushion, reads dle zdventus,

The early Church thought of the Tay of Judgrent ae that dry when
God would suddenly reveal or disclose Eimself and those things which
heretofore bad remined hidden and secret. The noun r‘] ﬁ/u.ée_& {with

the article) was frequently used in contradistinction te n vd “§ }

“the Day" would bring to light things now hidden and unknown, Thise

conception of "the Day" so dominzmted the thoughts of the early believers

thet 1t vae sufficient to refer to the Second Coming by that neame mlone,

Now the world has ite day, Just prior to Hie arreet, Jesus told
the Jewleh officera thet this was their hour and the power of darknees

(luke 22:53). But the ord's dey" when He would be vindiceted both in

salvetion and juigrent was yet to come (Luke 22:69). This was the name

given to the weekly celebration of the Lord's resurrection (Rev. 1:10),

which was indeod & day of divine vindication as well as & pledge and

anticipation of the finnl great Day of the Lord. 10 Thie 4s the day of

which St. Paul epemks in Philipplians; this §s the lLord who has mede Him

et pecce with Sod end for whom he eagerly walts (Bom. 5:13 Phil. 3:20),

93. Barton Babbage, "The Parousis ae Revealed in ths Gospsls, "
Fyangelical Quarterly, XII (January, 1940), 62.-

lolbiga»; Pe 630




CHAPTTR V
WAITING OH TH® LOXD IN PHILIPRIASS

Two passsges in Philipriens stend out as being partidularly rele-
vant to our discussion, A translation of Phil, 1:19-24 and 3:120-21

foliowsi

For I know that through your prayers and the eupport of the Spirit
of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, It is
according to my eager expeactation mnd hope that I shall not be
ashamed under any circumstance; bdut with full bYoldness, now as ale
weeys, Chriet will be mugnified in my body, whether thrsugh 1ife or
through death, For to me, 1ife is Chriet and death ie gsin., If I
am to live on in the flesh, this means fruitful lavor for ms, But
what I ehall choose is not for me to say. I am hard pressed be-
tween the two, having the desire to derart and be with Chriety for
this would be far better by far. But to remain in the flesh is
more neceesary for your sakes,

But our commonwealth 1s even now in heaven from which we alse
eageriy aweit & Savior, the lord Jesus Chriet, who will transform
our lowly btody to be like Bls glorious body sccording to the effece
tive working of Him who is abdle even to subject to Himself all
thinzs,
In diecussing these pasesages from the epistle, we will &lso consider
the closely reluted etatement in Phil, 4:5, "The lord is near." In so
doing, we shall endeavor to determine the degree in which the Hew Testa-
ment speaks of a "realised oschntnlagy“ & va ralate this passage to our
toplc of waiting on the Lord.

The majority of conmentatore are agreed that the Apoetle probably
wrote Philippiens from a prison in Eome between 58 and 64 A.D, Paul
aprvears to have altered any views he may have had as to ths likelihood
of his living t» see the parousin; dut we are not to conclude from thie
that he ever lost sight of the imminence of the Lord's return, & thought
refle cted in several of his letters (cf.,, 1 Thess, 4313ff.; 1 Cor. 7:29ff.;

Phil. 415).
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Paul could rejoice and be content because hie imprisonment served

the Croes of Christ (Phil. 1:13,19; 4:11), Bolstered by the prayers of

fellow-believers and having no lees a benefzotor than the Spirit of
Jesus Christ, the Apostle wae confident that hie experiencee would re-
sult in his deliverznce, It wes in keeping with his eager expectation
end hope that not even imprieonment could eruse him any shame,

What was this eager expectation and hope of which Paul spesake in
Phil, 1:20? The interesting noun O)LTtOKoLeouFoK-tfot occure only twice
in the New Testament, here and in Rom, 8:19, where Paul epeaks of the
eagerly walting creation, Ylsewhere it is found only smong Christisn
writers, The vard oanKueotdoKE/w + however, is found already in pre-
Christian writinge, notably in those of Polybius, as well as in the
isolated referance in P’s. 3617 of Aquila's version of the Septuegint,
Of the versions of the Beptuagint contained in Origen'e Hexspla, aprar-

ently only that of Aquila employs the related worde NKoeddok€ws (Ps,

Y ol e Lt

129t 5) and Kdeokd'or((.'/o\. (Ps. 38:18; Prov. 103128), An intsresting use
of tha verb Kaood oKE/w | is found in a sixth century papyrus where
certain oppressed peasants petition & high officlal whoes parousia they
have been expecting and ascure him that thay await him ( él-td's./xo/kEV )
"ae those in Hades watch easgerly (Kdeudoxosv TES ) for the
parcusia of Christ the everlasting God, o The verd is ales used by
Herodotus in the sense of wniting for the outcome of something, such es

e dbettle,

. [

L sames Hope Houlton end Omorge Milligan, The Vocabulary of the Greek

Tentament Illustrated from the Papyri snd Other Non-Literary Sources
(Grand Fapids: ¥m. B. Terdmans Publishing Company, 1959)s p. 63.
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The eager expectation inhaerent in nfﬁ'oxdgudomo\ would approximate

the posture and attitude of someone today who eagerly waits with neck
oraned for an important person or a loved one to alight from a jet liner,
For, etymologically, the word sugzests two ideas related to earnest ex-
pectntion; wziting with outstretched head, snd doing so with complete

diversion from other obJacts.z

St, Paul's attitude wes one of watching
with eager anticivation for his relezse from this life by death or the
arousi whichever would gome first, that he might be with Chriet
(*h11, 1123).

5%, Paul's life was also governad by an inner attitude of hope
{Phil, 1120), In Greek thought it was possible to nourish hopes that
vere both bad and good, but the Bible uees the word EATH(S only to
denote &n attitude of waiting for something that is ».usplcicmﬂ.3 Bibe
1ical hope implies a confident waiting for a future based on God's
promises, The quality of hope does not delong to the realm of visible
objects that form the world of flesh and blood, for hore which is seen :
12 no longer hope; but if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for
it with patience (Eom, 8:24f,; cf,, &lso 2 Cor, 4:16-5:110). Herein lies
the stringe peradox of Biblical hope, namely, its being seemingly in-
secure while at the same tinme e:%zding coaplete assursnce, It relies on

nothing innately avaeilable; it is utterly remote from all bumen clains

23. M, Pope, "Studies in Pauline Vocebulary," Xxpository Times,
¥X11 (1910-11), p. 71.

33,-Ph, Remeayer, "Hope,” 4 Companion to the Bible, edited by
Je=ds von Allmen (New York: Oxford University Press, 1958), 172-4, I
am indebted to this muthor for many of the thoughts expressed here,
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and accomplishments, As in the case of the aged Abraham, it is & hope
that believes against all hope (Rom., 4318),

Christ Himself is our living hope (Col. 1:27; 1 Tim, 1:l), It
ie in this hope thet we are already saved and in vhom we were born anew
through baptiem to & living hope by His resurrection to a never-ending
inheritence kept on deposit for us (cf,, Rom, B:24; ¥ph, 1t118ff,; Cel.
1:5; Heb, 6:118-20; 1 Pet, 113f,). Paul's hope in Christ 43 clearly es-
chatological; its object 48 future and yet always, in a very real sense,
present through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us (cf, Rom., 5:5;
15t4; 2 Cor, 1:20=22; 535; Gal., 515).

Hape governs the ballavar-'i node of behavior and providea the cone
text for Christion morelity as we awalt the object of our hope, our
Lord Jeeus Christ (2 Cor. 1110; Tit. 2:13; Fbhil. 3:20). Hope does not
8lgnify flight from this world; on the contrary, it implies that the
realitice of thie world must be taken seriously and not de reduced to
nothingness, It is precisely because the ballever haes placed his hope
in the living God that he is able to work and to engage in spiritual
combat during his earthly sojourn (ef., Phil. 1:24¢ 1 Cor. 15:58; 1 Tim,
43101 6:12; Heb, 10:23; ;.I.Pet, 11213 3115; 1 John 3:3¢).

Ye see in 5t, Paul a person whose life reflected the prover rela-
tionship between an attitude of expectant waiting and hope, -His was a
confident expectation, because he waited in hope (¥hil. 1:20). Even
though death sesved very imainent, he could affirm, "I can do all things
throuzh Him who etrengthens me® (Fhil. 4:13). His Godegiven eschatolo-
&ical principlee had so conditioned the Apostle’s thought that his one
aim was that Christ be honored in hie person, whether by life or through

death (Phil, 1:120b; of., Ps. 3313 in the Septuagint), "To live is Christ
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and to die i{s gain" is Paul's wey of saying in Philippians what he had
#8ld in his earlier letter to the Romans, "1f we live, we live to the
Lord, and if we dle, we die to the Lord; eo then.ﬂvhether wve live or
vhether we die, we are the lord's, For to this end Christ died and
came to life again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the
living" (Phil. 1:21; Rom, 14:8f, ),

$t. Peul was prepared to do either one of two thinge (cf., Acts 21
13).. If he were to live on in the flesh here, that would mean fruitful
labvor for him (Phil, 1:22). He wes perfectly content to remain on earth
that he might continue to bear fruit for God (Phil. 1:11; #111ff,). And
- here 4t 1is that we are pernitted to catch a glimpse of & fellow-Chris-
tien'e innermost thought,  Fven thouzh he is well awvare of the fact that
everything is in God's control.-' he reflects for a morment on the poesibil-
ity of his being abdls to choose his immedimte future, Were the choice
his to make, thers would ba no doubt in the Apostle's mind thst, to a
mich greater degree, 1t would bs far better for himself to depart and
be with Chriet, The redundant comparatives in verse twenty-three lsave
absclutely no doubt e to Paul's intended meaning,

In eddition to referring to desth, the verd o VLA U w is sometimes
used of ships putting out to sea or of soldiers breaking ecamp (cf,, 2 Cor,
511ff,3 2 Tim, 416), This verdb means "to return® in Luke 12{36, One
or all of theee idess may have been present in Paul's mind, Tar from
being & morbid dying, derarture for Paul meant primarily being with Christ,
Like Simeon's willingness to derart ( %\W'OAJW )s the Apostle de-
#8ired to depart, not bacause he wee growing old, bdut dbacause he too had

seen the Lord's Christ, Paul had frequently sroken of his being “in
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Christ; " yet he 2lso eagerly looke forward to being "with Chritt."’“
Thie would bappen i{n God's good tize} in the meantime, Paul knew that
he was heing left on earth beczuse God's people needed him for what he

6till might do "for their progress and joy in the feith"” (Pnil. 1:25).

The chief thought of Phil, 3:117-21, the epistle for the twenty-
third tunday after Trinity, is thet we eagerly awalt & Savior, the Lord
Jasus Christ, who will change our lowly body to be like His glorious
body., Phil, 3:20 is the only passsge in the epistle where we find an
explicit reference to waiting, In tbio case it is expressed by the
double compound verd &ﬂ'& wd e.’xa/*a L, which implies =n sager walting
or a patient longing, This term does not occur im the Septuagint, Its
ueses in the New Tostanment eare well worth nothing, however,

The verd &W&KJE.IXO}&GL is used eix times by Paul, and once eech
by Peter and the auctor pd Hsbrplos, The creation waite with eager
longing for the ravealing of the sons of God (Rome 8:18); we walt for
adoption as sons, namely, the redemption of our bodies (Pom, 8:23; cf,,
?hil, 3:20f.), We wait with patisnce (611-0/0\-0\!»7/ ) for a hope which
we o not yet sese (Eom, 8125), We eagerly wait for the revesling of
our Lord Jasus Christ (1 Cor. 1:7). 'Through the Spirit, by faith, we
wzit for the hope of righteousness (0al, 5:5), Christ, having been
offered once for all to bear the #ins of many, will appear a second tiwe,
not to deal with sin, but to suzve those who are esgerly waiting for Fim

(Beb, 9128), 4nd {n 1 Pet, 3:20 this verd occurs in the unique sense of

n!!s\:'r:wv Angue Alexander Kennedy, The Theology of the Bristles
(London: Duckworth Prass, 1948), p. 123. s feel constrained %o disagree
at this point with G, ¥, 1, ¥oula who speaks of the preposition odv
in Phil, 1:23 as tha "odv of gniritm; contact with Christ.® O, 7. 1,
Moule, An Idiom Rook of New Testazent Greek (Second edition; Cambridges
The Univarsity Prass, 19‘5-.‘#. P. 8l.
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God's patient long-suffering ( Uotw @ OT}U/A l/&) which "waited® in
the days of Noah,

Occuring dut saven times in the New Testsament, the closely related
Compound ngalXO}&dl does not neceesarily convey the intense senss of
urgenecy thnt one pormnlly sssccistes with U?TVCKG"E—,XO/"“‘- « But even
in pascages which speak of Puul's waiting for Silas or Timothy (e.z.,
Aots 17:16; 1 Cor. 16:11), it is quite imposeible to rules out st least
the idea of patient waiting. "The eame is true of 1 Cor, 11:33 where
Paul telle the Christimne at Corinth, "When you come together to est
walt for one anotber,® A note of patient resignation is readily aspparent
in the caee of the farmar who must wait for the precious fruit of the
earth, being patient over it until it receives the early end late rein
(Jomes 517). An interesting uee of e’KJa’xo/m occura in & marginal
reading at John 513, whare it is said that the invelids waited for the
movement of the water in the pool, Abraham looked forwerd to the city
haviog foundations whose builder and msker ie God (Heb., 11:10). The
oxalted Christ {e seated at the right hand of God walting until His enee
mies are made a footatool for His feat (Heb, 10:13).

Stil11l & third cospound of a&’XOde.L + T‘QDWC‘E/KOMOLL,_ is fre-
quently used with reference to waiting, One-half of its fourteen uses
in the Bew Testunent occur in Luke-Acts. Simeon was looking for the
consolation of Israel; Hanna spoke of Christ to all who were looking
for the redemption of Jeruealem (Luke 2:25,33)s Joseph of Arimathea
was looking for thé kingdonm of God (Mark 15:43; Luke 23151), e are to
be like men who are walting for our Kdel oS to return from the
marrisge feaet (luke 1213). Another important passage occure in Tit., 2

11ff, in the worde "awaiting our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory
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of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.” ve are to keep ourselves in
the love of God, waiting for the marcy of our lord Jesus Christ unto
eternal life (Jude 21). Such terss eas weoo"d'owlet’w (cf., eepecially
2 Fet, 12ff,) end T\-eowcfowji do not cceur in the Panline writings,

It is our contention that many of the aignificant passages employ=
ing terminology from the New Testoment vocabulary of waiting reflect an
attitude of eager expectation that is coupled with & epirit of patisnt
truet and endurance. In considering Philippisns as & whole, we find
that all of these componants are pressnt in Phil, 3120 with ite reference
to welting for the Lord Jesus Christ from heaven,

"For our gcommonwexzlth is even now in heaven® (Phil, 3:20&).5 The
New Testanent hupax 1%>TrohéT£quu has been varlouely rendered as
"citizeaship, ® "colony,? "commonwsealth," "comsunity, " end "constitution,®
to mention but a few., Tuch of these coucepts would require clarification
for the modern resder, The Authorized Version's tranelation of "“conver
sation” is unintelligidle to the modern reader,

&% leaet two venues of approach are st our disposel in sesikking to

/
determine a correct understsnding of TTOALTEU L oL » One i3 to examine

5’?hau words may be flluetrated by en ianterasting note in the
commentary of Hermann L, Strack and Paul Billerbeck, Komrenter zum Nauen
Tostarant eus Telwud und Kidrasch (Mnchen: O. H. Beck'®ache Verlagsbuche
hendlung Oskar Heciz, 1926) III, %23, where & midresh on the surerscrip-
tion of Psaln 18 is cited, with particular reference to Navid's ealling
himself "the servant of Yshweh,® The widresh explains that Davidte
grounds for giving hinself this title lay in the fact that he is here
teaching that Qod =dds honor to everyaone whow FHe converts from sin,
¥ow Dovid, prior tn his conversion fram his deed {adultery), wse not
reglatersd in the so-cslled "uprer army.® But after he had mede atones
ment, he becnme enrolled in thie upper (heavanly?) srmy and was called
“earvant of God.” It is not difficelt to make ths conraction between
Dovid, as he is here described, and the converted versecutor of the
Church who czlle hinself & "slave of Christ Jesus® (Phil, 1l:1), who

\
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the use of this end related terms outeide of the epletle. Tho family
of words including ToA{Te UL, TONL T & (e, no’\f-/‘r‘r‘)s s &nd
1“3%57§L”3f‘“t are all formed from the stam of TTéhtg ¢ #whidh to the
Creek meant both "eity" and "etate," and which ie the root for euch .~
aglich words as "polity" end ”politioa."6 All four of theses ter.s occur
in the Septuagint in one or all of the following bdooks: 2 Mace.j 3 #acc.
or & Muce, (but never in 1 #acc.)s The noun " 'ITO?\LTE.LIOQ is found
in Acts 22:2% ae well s in ¥ph, 2:12 whers, with TTOA(TEUMd 4a Phil. Bt
20, 1t too has been rendered "commonwealth® or feitisenship, ”

A comparative philological study ﬁf 'T"OA"TEU/IOL itself with the
ebove-mentioned cognates is of realatively little velue in determining
the precise meaning of {te uee in Phil, 3:20, Its only occurreace in
the Septusgint {& es a reference to Joppa in 2 Macc, 12:7, The papyri
reflect & wide verioty of uses reflecting & general politiczal or pudlie
structurs in e given community.

Another eliornativa is to determine what might da l2zmmed from the
sacular hittory of the Mecadonian community et Philippi, For 4t was
only to the Chrietians living there that the ipostle epeaka of “our
RO)“-/TEU/LLOQ." #uch has been written 2bont the hirtory of encient

Philipri thet 18 relevant to our discuasion.7 Philip, the father of

Fresees towerd the prime of the upward call of God (114), and who in=
cludes himeelf as one whose cltisanship is in heaven from which we eagerly
await a Savior,

6?. #. Peare, A Com-entary on the Fpistle to the Philippicng :
(London: Adem & Charles Black, 1959), P. 66, our word "polite" has also
been derived from TAig to describe the Dehovior of & pereon while he
is in the city. L

7hA useful introduction to thie subject complste with bibliozruphical
reforancea 1s to be found in the commentery by Marvim R, Vincent, & Critica

[N © DRI it p
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Alexander the Great, after ascending the Macedonian throne in 360 B. 0.,
introduced colonists at or near the ancient gold-mining center known as
Erenides, which he later renamed after himeelf, Philippl wes the scene
of a ﬁechlvn bettle in 42 B,C, in which the Romnn army under QOctavian
and Antony defeuted the Republican forces of Brutus and Cass’us, the |
latter having died in » battie twenty days before the final conflict,
In commamoration of his victory, Octavian, who later becume Caesar
Augustus, recognizing Fhilippi's importsnce both as a military pozition
and as a source of rsvenue, made it and the outlying area a Homan mili-
tary colony with full attendant rights and privileges. It wes at this
time thai the imperial colonies began to outstrip In lmportsnce the
Go-called municipis or free towns,

4 colony of the Philippian type Qas in many respects & miniaturs
Home, deeigned to resenble ite mother-city in form and appearance, In
dcts 16112, Luke recognized Philippi as a Fomen eolony ( KOAwv o  ®
It was in this same city that Faul and Silse found 1t to their advantege
to declare themselves Romen citisens (scts 16:37f.),

Thet Paul was writing to people who wers thoroughly stesped in
Roman ways is further svidenced by his use of the Latinisa T\'ed(TuSQLoV
which he mentions without any further explanation (Phil, 1:113; ef., Acte
16:21), We note also Paul's use of the verb TTOA TEJO}AGL ia Phil. 1:27
whare the pressnt imperative is probably to be rendered "keep on dis~

chargiag your obligationsi%itiz‘ene worthy of the Gospnl of Chrint."s

and “xesetical Sommentury om the Rpistles to the Philipriens snd to
Prhilomon, in fha Internstionsl Criticel Comuentsary (Rdinburzh, T & T

8R. R. Brewer, "The Meaning of politeueethe in ¥piliprisns 1:27,*
Journal of Biblical Litermture, LIXIII (1951#5. 76-873, This verd occurs

Pkl BIRa
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But on the basis of hie worde OV fd@ TO TOMTELU ev odeavolg
<
UITOQ37‘EL in Phil. 3120, we may be quite certain that the msubers

of the Philippisn congresmtion would find their motivation for living

the Christian 1ife not in their loynlty to Home, but beecsuse of an under-
$tanding of their precent stztus as a unigue colony of heavenly oitisens,
As people vossessing dusl oitizensbip, they are not to yield to patriotic
Pressure in giving Kero that loyalty which alons belongs to the HJ@!O]
Jesus Christ whom they mwalt from another ¥ternel City, the heavenly
Botherecity, Jeruealem,

Zince our Tn;AJQequ ig¢ even now in heaven, our waiting is as
@liens and rilgrims whe sre on the march toward our homeland and the
Continuing city (cf., 2 Gor. 5:1ff.3 ¥ph, 2119; Heb. 1%11l4; 1 Pet., 2111ff.)
Bul our waiting ie not for a time when we will finally arrive at the com-
Pletion of e long, tiring merch; we weit for & Person, & Savior from
heaven, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will come %o meet us, whether our
Journey hae been interrupted by death or whether we are atill on our
earthly pilgrimege, to change our lowly body to beé like His glorioue
body (cf., John 6139£f.} Rom. 8:26€.5 1 Cor. 15§ Phil, 3110£f.; 1 Thess,

k11657, ), Hesven belonge to us only because we delong to the resurrected

Christ (Row. 14:82.3 1 Cor. 15:23).7

in the Septuagint with reference to one's living in accordance with or
in the dofense of the laws of God, Paul was prohably influenced by the
uee of this tera in the Septusgint and not merely by its use in the
Homan Zmpire,

%Far en interesting study showlng poseible literary and doctrinal
Parallels between Fhil, 3:120=21 and 2i6-11, see the &rticle by Seal
Flanagen, "4 Hote on Philipriens 3, 20-21," Cutholig 3idlical Suerterly,
XVIII (1956), 8-9,
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We note that when St. Paul says that our woNTEUMA 15 even now
in heaven, he does not use etV but f’ﬂ'dle KREL | a verb which often
indicaton possession or ownership in additisn to implying exieience
(of., Acts 17:29; Phil, 216; Heb, 10:3; 2 Pet, 1:8; 2111)., 1In modern

C !
Grenk, OTTaRXW  manns "to be present,” or "to extst. "0 It 13 2 unt-

verpel term used to describe the existential situation amonz Christians
hare and now, Paulle referonc2 to our nc lougsr being etrangers and

80 journers is & parelle)l idee, since we ara, by the Sririt, slready
fellow-citizens with the saints and membere of the houesehold of Gaod
{™h, 2:19), It is in this light that Paul tells the Philippians about
"the upward czll of God" which ke explaine in part with the words, "Tor
our commcnwenltk is even now in heaven® (Phil. 214f¢),

Our heevenly citizenship 1= already gusranteasd, sné God ie calling
ue home, Yet, we must weit, knowing that our salveation will not be per=-
fected, that ie, 1t will not reach its finzl zoel until the event of the
zarovgin (ef,, Lom. 13t111), That good work begim in us by CGod will only
be brought to completior at the Day of Jeeus Christ (Fhil, 1:6,10; 2:16;
2112), And 1t ie primarily for our coxfort thnt Pail esye, “The Lord
is near" (Pnil, 4:%).

Apparently, St, Peulte terce announcexent thet the Loxd wae nesr
wvas made partly for the benefit of Tuodia and Syntmche, whose personal
differences had been blinding them to the fesct thet, in the finnl ansl-
ysis, the last word to te hed i{n sny diecussion would core from the lips
of Jaeus, In addition, his nesrness osught to provide wotivetiorn for our

exercising putient gantlenese among the people of this world; Christians

10vau1ton and Mi124gan, g, gites p. 65k
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are to live as people who are eagerly expecting thelr K\{etos (Phi1,
3120; ef., Luke 12:36), The nearness of the Lord ie probably bast undere
stood here in point of time rather than locelly (cf., Rev, 1l:3; 2217,20),

"The Lord is nenr" and eimilar exrressions have occasioned much
diecuesion (cf,, Luke 21:731; Phil, %15; Heb, 10:37; Jamas 5:8; 1 Pet,
4:?; Rev, 1:3). Somes would underetand g&&é S 4in Phil, 415 and in sinia
lar passages not as meaning "near® but “here," with the result that
everything paet, present, or future is viewed ae having slready Geen

realized in Christ,l}

At these men would no doubt agree, to sy cate-
gorically that such worde as gé&(;s. %é&(,jw. or ¢&H<ml mean "to be
hare" or "to be present" would be to misrepresent the New Testawment dats,
The verd a’“(j’w ¢ for example, occurs in Phil., 2:30 with reference to
Fpaphroditus, who is sald to have approached dsath; but we know that
he did not di» as a reeult of his illness. We are told to 1ift up our
hesds beczuse our redemption ie drawing near (Luke 21:28; cf., also the
use of e?ddl:fw in Acts 23115), But the occurrence of these terms in
tuch passages as Matt, 12:128; Mark l:15; Luke 11520 and 21:31 mey not be
diemiseed with the same rapidity.

In our Philiprian context where we find such terms as 6Trd.,exw.

) / >
ATTEK d‘e Xomot , and Eaau's » we find 1t necessary to clerify the

menner in wiich waiting is to be understood in terms of & Biblical

nw note in particular soma of the works of 0, H. Dodéd beginning
with his volume, The Parsbles of the Kingiom (Londont Nisbet and Co.,
1650), which firet apreured {n 1935,
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“realized eschatology." The following may serve as a cepsuled summary
of the main tenets of "realised eschatology" as champlonad by O, H, Doddi
The escheton, a finel revelatory act of God expected at the end of
histery, has bacome an event in history, The action of Bod which
finally and fully makes knowz his saving purpose has taken place,
&nd iz no longer an obJject of feith and hope. Eie charactar is
supremely declered in the ministry, dezth and exaltation of Jesus,
God bae ghown hie hend to such effect that no further revelatioa
is needed for humen faith. The ace has been rlayed. HRuman ex-
rerience hae been mude awure of new possibilities; this world's
darknese has been buthed in light. In thie earthly sphere of the
reolative the absolute has taken real shape, It is not now an idesl
to be visunlized and striven for in the hope of an ultimate realica-
tion, for it has been actualized {n Jesus Christ end an ultimate
perfect order can do no more than demonstrate afresh that same
actuality on a corporate ecsle, in & scclety of redeemed rersons,
The baric ideas inherent in "realized eschatology" did not originate
with C, H., lodd. The roots underlying this concept lie deeply Lubedded
in Serinture. For example, ‘redamption is pietured as an accoimplished
fact in the canticles in Luke 1 and 2, ¥e are slroady saved by God'e
grece (Rom, B;243 Fph, 218; Tit, % 7). All things are ours beceauss we
are the Lord's (1 Cor. 3121ff.; Hom. 14:18), We are now unlsavened dough
(1 Cor. 517) who rejolce that our nszes are written in heaven and in the
book of 1ife (Tuke 10120 Phil. 413; Heb, 12:123; Rev, 3:15; 21:127). Kow
are we the eons and children of God who have the first ﬁulu of the
Spirit (Rom, 8:15-17,273; Gal, 3126¢ 4:6; Foh, 1:5; Phil. 2:15; 1 John
3:1,2,24), we ure heire of the kingdom prepared for God's elect {Mett,
25:34; John 1411#f.; FKom, 8t17; Beb, 619; 91155 1 Pet. 1lil; 9). Ve
have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living Ood (Heb. 12:22),

"Our comnonwealth 1s even now in heaven® (Phil. 3:120).

123. C. Bleckmen, "The Task of Exegesis,” The Background of the
New Tectoment and Ite Fechetology, edited by W. X["End L. Daube
(Cambridge: The University Fress, 1956), p. 21.
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It 19 the position of Alan Richardson that in the light of recent
discussion of such texte as Mark 1115 (ef., Matt, 10:7; Luke 10:9;
21:131), 1t would seen thet we must translate these passsges, "The king-
dom of God is at hand," snd mot with Dodd, "The kingdom has come, "13
Richardson cautione thet we muet not allow the Eebraic manner of spesk-
ing of & future event in the past tenese to mislead us into interpreting
certein texts in & menuer thet would be &t variance with the whole lew
Testament esehatological 1p:-a:;g:rsun.l‘h It 1e his contention that such
passages as Matt., 12:128; Iuke 10:18; 11:20 and 1 Thees. 2:16 must meesn
that the exorcisms wrought by Jesus are the signe of the eoming wvictory
of the kinsdom of God over the counter-kingiom of Satan.

The end phues hae slresdy been introduced, but the eand iteelf has
not yet come, The Oreek perfect tense often servee to preserve doth
the {dea of &n "slready” and a "not yet" (e.&., ﬁ-ro&}.(a.c)ue'qv in Matt,
2533 -rr.srr)\v{ewwz and 3)/“"“8" in Mark 1:15;rr£nhr}gw,¢e'voc
in Phil, 1:11; and TET) E')}AEIV")V fn 1 Pet, 114), %his paradox is
due to the general camception of time in the New Testament, > For this
reaeon, soma passages assert that enemy powers have alrezdy bsen con-
quered, while others still appear to look forward to a final victory.
The Apoculypse delcrilbel these powers as being only provielenally bound,

Christ hae conguered, dut all do not yet recdgnuo Hie authority. Nor

do we see 1l things in subjection to Him (ef., 1 Cor. 15:24-28; Phil., 21;

1341an Richardeon, An Introduction fo the Theology of the Xew Taesta-
ment (New York: Barper & Brothers, Publishers, 1953), pp. 85-36.

Wivia., p. 86,

lsoecsric‘nnmnn. Christ and Timet the Primitive Concertion of Tive
and Aistory (Philadelphia: Westainster Press, 1950).
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2 Thees, 2:8; Heb, 2:8,1%; 10:13, noting in particular Ki-reteailw and
GHOTUIGG‘ W 4in these passages).

Richardson, following Jereuias, would prefer to spesk of "an
eschatology that is in process of realizst;on.“ls But in 211 feirness
to Dr. Dodd, 1t must be said that already in The Parables of the King-
dom, he admite that there remaine in Christ's teaching a certain tension
betwaen "otherworldlinees” and "this-worldliness" as represented by the
&ppareﬁ; contradiction between the prayer, "Thy kingdom coms" and the
declaration, "The kingdom of (od has come urca you." He goes on to say
that Christian thought cannot escape from tnis tension while staying
true to its original inspiretion.l’ And Dodd's more recent writings
would seem to indlcate that he does indeed take serlously what the Scrip-
tures have to say zbout time and the process of hie%ory.la

While we would not alwaye find it possidle to agree with them, we
have good reason for being grateful to men like Dodd, who would warn the
Church of a strictly one-sided futurism thzat would tend to ignore the
fact that "the darknees is passing awey and the true light is slready
shining® (1 John 2:8), %e mote, however, that while the Scriptures do
indeed speak of eternal verities se present actuslitiee, they aleo
evidence an awareness of the unrealistic limitetione imposed upon Bib-

lical theolozy by & rigid "realized eschatology." For this reason, wve

léﬁichardaon; op. ﬂ&o. Pe 860

17c. H. Dodd, gp. git.. p. 207,

185, H. Doad, About the Oogelss The Oocing of Christ (Cambridge:
The University Pregs, 1954)., Thie little volume contains four radio
addresses for the Advent Besson delivered over the British Proudcasting

. —
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somatimes find langusge that is both present and future in the same

paesage (cf,, Luke Zjaﬁjgﬂ:;;;l;z 25; 1 John 312). ‘Ilor can we overlook
the scores of passages which speak realistimlly of eternal 1life and a
life of the world to come which, on the other hand, ery out in Trotest
againet a one-slded existential realiem and lemve the door open to a
future hore, thersby making the concept of waiting botk relevent and
necesesry (e.g., John 3:16; 5:24; Rom, 5:21; 6:23; Gal. 6:8).

"Healiged eschatology” mey lead in one of two d&irections, Zor a
man like Bultmana whose radical existential philosophy tende to make one
think only in terme of the "now" or "already,” thers remains little or
no future "not yet," But for those who are temrpersd by the hermencutical
principle, "Sensus littsralis unue est® or "Unus eimplex eenzus,” the
Scriptures will be iaterpreted as permitting and demanding both an "ale
ready" and a "not yot.® Any position edopting an extreme "realized
eschatology” must, of necessity, do violence to the Scripturee as they
are viewed in thelr totality, A continued strong emphasis upon “realized
eschatology" muy result in its beconing a erutch for those who grow weary
of waiting for the lLord.

It was prodbadly sone time before the early Church came to the reeliza-
tion that & belief in an imminent or early advent did not necessarily
Renn an immediate return by our Lord, Tha Church had to learn that {te
very axistence wue part of God's working in and through hietory and that,
Chriet, standing in the middle of the predestined plan of history died,
rose agzein, ascended, and would retura, 21l within history. The Church's

creedal formmlations emphesise mort strongly & fature expectation of the

Company in 1950, The one entitled "The Second Coming" also aprrearsd in the
April, 1951 issue of Current Religious Thought, pn. 20-2%,
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Rarouveic; and while she also affirzs the abiding prewence of the Holy
Spirit, who brlngn to remembrence all thet Christ Las spoken (Joom 14;26),
the does not reet complately content with a “realised prasence” of har
Lord through the Paraclete, The Church hae always waited eagsrly for

her Lord's return, & tension that will remain until He counes (Phil. 1:6,
10,19€f, 1 2:12ff,; 3t12-16,20; 415, Jemes 51 7f. ).

Yechatologicel hope always tends to foreshorten its perspective in
order that the believer may feel that the time of the lLord's return is
near.19 God wissly withheld from menkind the time when tiis esrtaly
order of exietence would come to aa end (of., Matt. 24:36; 2 Pet. 38ff,),
But God di say through His Apostle, “The Lord is near; now is our sulva-
tion nearer than when we cmme to fuith® (Phil, 4:5; Rom., 13111), God
has always sald, “Behold, now is the appointed time; now ie the time of
solvetion” (of., Is. 49:8; Luke 4318-21; 2 Cor., 6:2).

"The time has been fulfiilad, &nd the kingdom of God hes drasn nigh;
repant, and believe in the gospel” (Hark 1:15). God intended thet eash
generation live under sn imminent parousia and judgment that His saving
gogpel might be relevant for euch generntlon, It 1a in this sense that
we can perhaps best understand our Lord's words that thls generztion shall
not puss away until all de fulfilled, that is, understanding these wordas
within their context of Gnd's gathering His elect only aftar the goapel of
the kingdom ie preached throughout the entire world (Matt, 2u:147f,), As
we awnit the consumration of our own salvation, God iz et!ll dusily engaged

in extending Bie zrace to others before the end will coze. God's kingdon

193ohn Bright, The Kingiom

Pe 165,

of God (Nastvilles Abingdon Press, 1953),

B I T ITT———
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must grow before the final harvaet {(Mark 4:26-29). ¥s who wolt on the
Lord in the twentieth century are by God's grace part of thzt harveat

and members of His kingdom, '

S —



CRAPTER VI

WATTIVG ON THR LORD HYRE AWD FOY

Throughout her history, the Christian Church has been a weiting
communi ty of worshipere, in spite of the fect that there have always |
been those who have scoffed at many of the princiral tonete of Bibiical ‘
eschatology (Matt. 2Us48ff.¢ 2 Tim, 2:117€,; L13ff.5 2 Pet. 313£7,).

Such waiting is a God-intended discipline which i# a necessary feature
of our being Christiun people. But our weiting has fer-reaching im-
plications; it is not merely a matter of individusl concern. For the
very fact that we must wait i» evidence of the greatsr truth that God's
universal saving grace is still deing extended to others,

¥alting quite naturally implies a tension, But there is zlso an
unnatural tension inherent in our weiting which resulte from the fact
that sin continmies to cling to us throughout our earthly pilgrimge
(Kom, 7; Heb. 12:1). This tension will continue until the paroueis,
when God +il) relesse us from all aspects of this 1ife which tend to
keep us from the Lord (Rom, 8:19ff.; 2 Cor. 5:1ff.).

God, howsver, assures the waiting believer in Ohrist of the cer-
tainty of the goal for which he must weit, His peace stande guard over
our hearts and minds as an objective assurence that He will indeed suprly
our every need according to His riches and glory in Christ Jesus (Fhil,
417,19; 2 Thees. 3:7). The Holy Spirit menifests Hizeelf through the
meens of grace as the down-payment or guarentee ( Jee"‘ﬁ o v ) of
thet fuller spleandor to which we shall fall heir,

Bven in the 1ight of such an aseursnce, the tension remains,
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however. Martin Luther recogniszed this tension and the enemias diractly
resconsidble for it, dut he also understaod God's solution for his di-
lemma., In & sermon on 1 Corinthiens 15, delivered in 1572, Luther had
this to seyi
¥We are, indeed, orrtain that we are God's children, that sternal
life hae been given us, that death has been trodéen uaderfoot,
[sic] that sin is gone and the devil is captive. Nevertheless,
I do not see this yet; but I feel the reverse, that the devil
besete me, , » «+ But over there it will be such that I, too,
shall thus eae it, Sin will be blotted out., There, then, will be
a revealed kingdom, znd all such thinge will be clear, juet as we
already now believe. The tremsure is there now, hidden under
covere. Later, He will cast away the covers., This is what Paul
means when he saye: "he (then) delivers the kingdom to God the
Father, "1
This tension of being and becoming is to be resolved only in the
light of God's previous action. Only when we see how God has resolved
this tension for us through Him who is the "Yee" pronounced upon every
one of God's promises con we become what we ars by virtue of our baptism
(Rom, 6:13ff,; 1 Cor. 61113 2 Cor, 11203 2 Tim, 2:111ff,), Our certeinty
rests upon God's promise and abdiding faithfulness (1 Cor. 10113; 2 Thess.
33 3; Heb, 6%13::- )o
e are linked with our Lord and His return not only in dYaptien,
but also in the Lord's Supper; for there we show forth the Lord's death
in Joyful anticipation of Hie fina)l Coming and the heavenly Banquet,
Then our redemption will have attained its consuumation, and &ll ereation
will have deen set fres from bondage (cf., Matt. 26:29; Mark 14:25;
1 Cor. 11326; 16:22; Rev, 3120),

God's answer to the marsnatha (1 Cor., 16:22) of the weiting, wor-

ehiping community is never an outrizht, unqualified refusa}. God always

lodmnd Schlink, "The Task of Luthersn Theology in Evanston, "
Lutheran World, (Gumner, 1954), p. 97.
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anowers this prayer of the faithful in the affirmetive, but with the
added stipulation that we continue to be watchful and petient until He
coneé. Wbhen the early Church prayed, "Let grace come and let this world
pass away® (Didache 10:6), she was probably not only seeking her liber-
ation but was alresdy wall aware of the fact that grace must first be
extended to othors hafore the end would eome, For this reseon, all
gereratione of waiting Chrietizns were to rejoice in their tension, rec-
ognising that this very walting Vwae 8 sign that God's kingdom was being
extended and that Aie grace was being offered to others (cf., Matt., 20;
Luke 15; 19).

The fact that Christicne must walt on the Lord doee not glve thens
license for bteing idle (ef., 2 These, 3:6ff,), Luther ie rerorted to
heve seid somevhers that even if he knew that Christ wers returning
tomorrov, he would, nevertheless, plant an apple tree today., The walting
believar lives mach duy as if Christ hed dled yesterday, rose today,

" and would come sgain tomorrow.

Waiting, then, does not preclude witneseing; rather the preaching
of the Gospel is specifically commsnded &s & necessary concomitant of
earthly living prior to the end of this mgze (Matt, 28:19-20)., Paul
would lead us to believe that his days on earth were given him for no
other purpose than to preach the gospel (cf., 1 Cor. 9:16£f.; Phil. 117,
18, 24ff,), God's kindnese, forbesrance and patience are meant to lead

men everywhere to repentance and to saving faith (Rom, 21l4; Heb, 3113f£)2

zThc Christian mission ie the only answer to what waiting beliavers
con best be doing to allaviate present-day tenesions within the Church,
not only in dringing adout a proper bdalance between doctrinsl truth and
Christien unity, but aleo to hasten the coming of the Dey of God (¥att.
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We, too, are living in the daye of grace before the parousia,
which will bring to a close this present order of existence, For in
the resurrection, men neither marry nor ere given in merriage, but are
like angels in heeven (Matt. 22:30). o4 hae commanded men to replenish
the earth and preach the gospel, but e alone is responsidle for filling
His hesven,

Assuming that the garousias will render impossibls continued human
history as we kaow it in thie present civilization, we do wall to reflad
upon the question as to where we would have been had Christ returned
prior %o our being bdora upon this earth, The fact that Chriet did not
return when the early Church thought He woujd should make us most grate-
ful to God. For bad the parousis already taken place, we would not
exiat as persons who have the privilege of looking forward patiently to
the return of our Lord (Matt. 22:30; 24:14; 25110),

But now we taka comfort in our eternal election by Cod, whose Son
will indeed return as promised, when all how been fulfilled. The time
of Christ's return ie not contlngent. upon our dsgree of yeaming aftsr
Him; 1t ie direotly dependent on the gracious will and declsion of God
who would hava &1l men to be saved end to come to the knowledge of the
truth, 4e know, howaver, that God is faithful to Rie promises, Surely
He is coming eoon, Amen, come, Lord Jesus, not that we muy cesse froa

our waiting, but that we may b2 with You and sia no more,



CBAPYHR VII
COECLUDIKRG SUNMARY

The Seriptural concept of weliting on the lord ie of prisary ize
rortance ty svery geasrntion of Gndls people, YWaiting playe s pronie
nent role alresdy in the 0ld Testanent, where 1t renrasenis a concrete
eechatological hope, embracing both justification znd sanctification,
Yome of the key terms are ,"s_l':l_E » ?7_'_[':’_ s and STQ'Q' .

& proper understending of weiting on the lLord in the Sew Testument
is contingent upon our first recognizing the centrzl position ascrided
to the lordship of Jegus Christ, who is both the odjoct of and motive~
tion for all of our waiting,

In Philippiens, our lLord's parousia is desorided &s tne Dey of
Chrint, ¥hile the 014 Testament Duy of the Loxd apvears to hnve more
than one fulfillment, the Day of Christ refers to one fina]l event at
the #nd of history when wll men muet agpear before the exmlted Lord,

It cornotnrs the consumsstion of all things,

¥niting on the Lord in Fhilipplune 1s deploted &s un esnger longing
to be with Chrint, This ie seen in such terme mnd phraces as
.éWOKdQOCJOl(‘/‘K i é-)iTrt.’S s MADV ‘ITOALI‘L’EUMOI Ev
0 @avols JTF«,@YEL .&?Elrcfel)(o/urr. , and 0 kv@cos 63)70'.5‘ .
&1l of which iﬁdic&te that waiting is to be understood within the framew
work of & Biblicklly oriented "realized eschatology.®

Since our salvetion is an elready scooaplished fact {n Christ, our

waiting ie in mno way meritorious, Yel, since we are still beset by sin,
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we long for our ultimete deliverance which will becoms fully consummsted
only at the parousis, In the meantime, God assures the bsliever of that
&oel for which he and every generatlon of Christians must wait,

Bven though the Lord has not yet returned after nearly two millenia,
He would not have us conclude that E=flegaachichts has been interrupted
or redirected, On the contrary, the very fact that we muet wait ia evi-
dence that God's universal saving grace is still seeking out men every-
vhere for the kingdom of His Son, even as God has made us members of that
kingdom, And so, with full confidence, we eagerly continue to weit for
Him who delayed His pargusis long enough that we too might be included

in God's redemptive activity,
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