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make the circult of sacred hills, Safs and Marwah, without
guna’h-2:153. Trade during the bagg is psrmitted -2:194,
A child may be weaned wiyh the mutusl consent of the parents
without fault -2:233, A notary or witness to a sale must
not be harmed -2:282. Cutting short prayer in time of war
1s no crime -4:102, And one may lay down arms in case of
rein or sickness -4:103. There is no blame in regard to
food taken by believers ~5:94, There is no guna’>h when one
enters vacated homeés ~24:39, There is no funa’h if slaves
come before you without perm;ssiun, except at certain stated
times -284:57, It is no erime to allow the blind, lame and
sick to eat at your table -24:50. If there is an error in
naming orphans, it is no Funa’h if done without intent -23:5.
The word, #una’h, séems to have come into use particularly
‘during Mohammed's administrative cereer at Medina.

-
£ -

E. Iyw (sawa’a) = This is the most comprehensive —
term embracing the general meaning of evil. It abounds
throughout the Koran with reference to men and to all condi-
tions of men. But a brief gxamination of the genersal usage
of the word is most necessary to arrive at any reliable
conclusion regesrding the nature of sin and evil,

The most general usage of the term and its several
deriﬁatives must be examined first. The believers are warned
not to ask of things which will pain them ~2:101. The un-
believers plot evil ~35:41, Others have owned their faults
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=9:103, Unbelievers re:!o:l.ce when 111 befalls yoa.z -3:115,
"If good fortune betide them, they say, 'This is from God,'
end if evil betide them, they say, 'This is from thee.'
Say: All 1s from God." -4:80. Proving is done by good and
by evil ~7:167. Evil should not be a matter of public talk
~4:47, No evil was to be done to the camel =11:67. Sinners
will say in the last day "no evil have we done" =16:30.
The oppronents of Lot had done evil =11:80., Workers of evil
will not escape ~16:47; 40:9, Mohammed's men thought evil
of an expedition =48:12, The father of Asron's sister was
not a man of evil -19:29,

These passages express some of the wide range of the ™
term. But the true evil once again i1s unbelief. Il1l1 did
the idolatrous Arabs. Judge in giving sacrifices to idols
~6:31. Evil.is the result for those men and women who join
other gods with God and think evil thoughts of Him -48:5.
Walking proudly is in itself evil and odious to the Lord
=17:40., .Even the turning of others aside from the way of
God 1s the tasting of evil «16:96.

Though man is held responsible and warned not to sawa a, — |
yet the Koran also points to Satﬁn as responsible for evil, |
2:164- "Follow not the steps 'of Satan . « « he only enjoineth
you evil and wickedness and that ye should aver of God that
which ye know not." 9:37- "The evil of their deed hath been
Prepared for them (by Satan), for God guldeth not the people
.Who do not believe." Perhe.gs the one insight into the uni-
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versal evil of man's heart, which is to be found in the . ~
Koran, 1s in 12:53- "Yet I (Joseph) hold not myself clesn,
for the heart is prone to €Vil, save theirs on whom my Lord

has mercy." (The Arabic of prone to evil is as follows:
‘:;-':JE_ :;E&":\J ,_;._‘._5 T &—,_l_ =- "verily the soul is
inclined to passions with evil"),

What is man to do then in the face of evil?- He is to -
repent, believe, and ask God for pardon; JIf someone does
saw® through 1_gnéra.nce and g_ftérwards turns and amends, God
is surely gracious «6:54; 7:152, Especially at the point of
death must the evil-;doer be furned to God =4:22, To those
who repent God will change the saw? into good things «25:70.
But he who commits evil must ask for pardon =4:110; 3:191=-
"0 our Lord, forg:l.ve. us our sins, and hide away from us our
evil deeds,".

God, the Forgiver, blots out saw?, He first of all -
averts and removes an evil fate from believers, as in the
case of Joseph -12:25, God answers the oppressed who cry

to Him and takes off their evil_ «27:63, This is the result

of His favor =11:13. It is bellef that ultimately causes

God to put away saw> =5:70. To this must be added good

=5:15,
works =64:9, This is the keeping of the pillars :1 o
1 of evil =8:29,
This fear of God then results in the remove

. is to
the Koran, if God
g 'sawa 4111 be passed by for Moslens
The

cancel evil =47:27. the Wors

. =46:15, Especially 18

of t actions =42:24;
ghis true

1

_;
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£9:36- For repentance is accepted. And yet this pardon is —
never sure, fpr Mohammed crieé'in 66:8« "0 believers, turn
t0 God + .+ - haply your Lord will cancel your evil deeds."
Saw will receiﬁe its deserving punishment, which will
rest on the heads of those who commit it. The evil-doer will
not be deemed equal to the believer who does right -40:60,
For that would not be fair to those who follow the clear
teachings, if one did not differentiate them from those who
follow their lusts =47:15; 45:20.- The Day will bring evil
and shame upon the irnfidels =16:29, Eell i1s prepared for
them, and an evil journey thither -4§:5. There shall be
recompence for the worst saw® =29:27, according to the deeds
«6:81, Punishment will be severe =35:11. Those whose only
g2ins are evil works- will jbe' inmates of the fire =2:75,

F. FE' (zalama) -‘- This is the final term of this -
important sextet. Starting rroin the root meaning of dark-
ness it is easy to arrive 'a.t_t!g:;:s word's meaning of evil
and evil-doer, It is used with great frequency by Mohammed.
These are some of the instances of its generasl usage. The
Lord did not desire to destroy the cities in the:lr sins =6:
31. The wickedness of certain Jews -4:158, Wicked cities
=11:104, Thé people of m;ah were most wicked and perverse
«53:53, Likewise the people of Pharaoh -26:9. .The doers
of gulm are one another's portion =45:18. =%

But the gulm becomes more peciric. There should be -
no gzulm, save to the wicked -2:189, Following the Jewish

B
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qibla mekes one a zalim -2:140. Swallowing the substance
of orphens-is done with zulm =4:11. Trafficking may be
done unjustly =4:34. The eating of the tree was forbidden
to Adam lest he become one of the zalim «2:33, The pro-
faning of the holy mosgue 1s implous =22:26. He is most
evil who hinders the remembrance of God's name in the
temple =2:108. Overstepping the bounds of God puts one in
the class of the zalim.-2:229, I£_{s bad to avenge one's
Self after zulm has been done to him <42:37, Even the
desire to see God plainly is-zulm -4:158,

Once more, howefer. the word for sin is most closely —
attached to infidelity, the joining of other gods with
Allah. This is the great zulm -31:12, The Jews did zulm
when they took the éﬁlden calf--2:48. Infidels are wrong-
doers =2:255, The command is not to make idols, lest one
become of the zalim -10:106. For idols cause one to err
~76:28; 6:82; 49:11; 17:101.

This type of zulm is closely associated with a refusal
to accept the signs of God to the people. It i= often used
in this connection. In zulm and pride one denies the signs
of God ~27:14; 6:21, Concealing the witness 1s faulty
=2:134, Devising a lie of revelation is very wicked -6:58;
93:145; 3:88, Nothing is worse than the_turning away and
forgetting of the signs =18:55; 32:22. If one does not
Judge by the revelation, he is one of the zalim -3:49. This
applies to the persons of the prophets ;6:52. Believers
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are told to avoid the ungodly people who forget the signs
~5:67. For these unjust persons say "ye follow but a man
enchanted" -25:9, None except the wicked reject the clear
signs -29:48,

There.is punishment for zulm. God is not irregardless -
of the deeds of the galim -14:43; neither does His covenant
embrace them -2:118, God does not love those who act un-
Justly =42:38; 3:50, Neither does He guide them -3:80;
28:50. Especially is this true of those who disbelieve the
revelation «45:9. Wretched will be the mansion of the evil-
doers <3:144. They will not prosper =28:47, For the evil-
doer He has prepared an afflictive chastisement «=76:31, ]
This will be Fire, because of zulm -71:24, Great will be
the torment -42:20; 42:44; 59:17. On that judgment day the
zalim will b_e alrmed at their own good works =42:21,

Neither 1s God to be counted unJ;ist in His dealings =
with the zalim, and with his servants. He 1s not evil
with respect to man -8:53; 22:10; 41:46; 50:28. He will
not destroy cities unjustly =11:119, . Neither is he unjust
to his servants -40:33; 3:178. “Rather He is merciful despite
their zulm -13:7, For would he punish evil-doing there
would be nothing moving left on earth ~16:63. Therefore
Moses can plead not to be placéd among-the zalim -7:149,

For God will turn to whomever turns to Him after zulm -40:17.
And He will not fear gulm or loss at that time -20:111,
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From an examination of the.;; vocables as they are used
in the Koran, it is evident that usage there conforms in
range to the word patterns of other laz'xgu_ages distinguished
by large vocabularies, That Mohammed, however, did not
£111 them with new, meaningful content,as did Paul with
Waia and 4vjus in the New Testamént, and that he did not

meke much distinction in the use of his terms, 1s also
evident,-

When we consider a passage like 76:31l= "H;a causeth
whom he will to enter “into nis mercy. But for the evil-doer
he hath made ready an afflictive punishpent"' == 1t 1s clzar
that o mere word study of technical phrases 1n. the Koran .
will not lead to an understanding of the Islamic doctrine

of sin, But rather the concept of Allah must be scrutinized |
- : |

because of the vast influence it plays upon Mohammed and {
' |

|

his followers in determining wherein lies sin,




