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head of the trunily. they recognize a·oertain ·aged 
crocodile• everywhere knovm as "old Buttong", who 
is said to have been born ot awmum. at S1mbang • 
• • • if their neighbors at Yabim are so unteeling 
as to kil.l a crocodile, the Bubi people protest 
against this outrage and demand aat!staotion.:, 

Among other natives the cave-hunting swine are thought to 

be the final. resting place of the soUl.. These natives will 

neither kill nor eat these swine. If one ot these pigs 

breaks into their garden, they \U ll do nothing to drive 

them out except to endeavor ~o appease them with coconuts 

and other articles of value. 6 Again others believe that 
I 

aJ.l the game in certain 'haunted' areas, usually dark and 

gl~y guJ.lies1 are the dwelling places of the souls of the 

dead. The ovmer of. these lands may slay and eat the game 

if he first nlaoates the snirit which dwelt in it.7 Very - �~� . 

often disasters are blamed <:>.n the failure to properly ap-

" pease the s-pirits. The souls of the dead are often appealed 

to tor he1I>~ especially those ot relatives, before fishing, 

' fighting or !lunting. These spirl ts are presumed to be f'rien4-
•. 

ly. but they may be evil as well as goocl.8 Some ot the Yabim 

people b~1ieva that the worms and o·tber vermin whioh infest 

their gardens are moved by human spirits. ror this reason 

they will politely ask the ~nsects to leave and £P to the 

· 5Jame.s George Frazer; ~Spirits ot the Oarn·and ot the·W114", 
II, 106 • �~� Golden Bough; (New York: MaoMlllian Co. 1935.l 

6Ibid. 
7Ib14. 

i B . 
-~ New Guinea Handbook, p. 360. 
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village. 0Ye locu~tG, worms, and caterpillars who have died 

or hanged yours elves, or h~vc been killed by a falling log or de-
, 

voured by a ~h~.:rl:;: , go into the village". 9 

It was sta ted a bove that there is a belief in transmigra­

tion of t he soul, J,ret the,re a re sane natives who do not believe 

in any such ttllne;. These peop~e have a belief in a type ot 

hereafter in v:hioh the spirl ts live. After d~ath the spirit 

ot a young person , uuder forty, travels to the mountains :and 

becomes one of the flickering shadows ot' shimmering llght seen 

in the rank undergrowth. The ap~rits ot people over torty al.so 

come to the mountains ,.,,here they beoomo a large tungus whioh 

is found only there.10 The natives will not step into such light 

nor touch the fungus. It ·is hard to determine ,mether the 

s pirits are supposed to "become" fungus and li{#l ts, or only 

live in them. They are still. able to return to their home 

village and "haunt1' people., and· y ~t .the,¥ do_ not appear_ in these 

forms.- The intention or the ghosts is aJivays evil so these 

people will do riuoh to appea se tJiem.11 

"- .A spirit, Rccordine to the New Guinea concept.. is not · 

:free :f'rom. ·such earthly t hings as hung~r. It is in a search 

tor f'ood that the ghosts \'x:>rk their evil deeds.
12 

The f'oo4 

of the spirits is the spirit of' any food the people ot the 

91-razer~ .9.:2. cit.: .P• 276. 

lOaobert William.son The Matuiu Mountain·People of British 
·New Guinea (London: Ma~Millan . Ltd.• 1912) • P• 26'1. · 

ll . 
Ibid~. :p. 269. 

l2.n,1a.. 
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, area eat. When a man beooreee ·stck, therefore, they know a 

.ghost wants eorneth1ng to eat, for th1s 1s 1ts way of asklng.13 

In order to determine which spirit wants wh1ch p1g, an elabo­

rate ceremony 1s perforreed. In the Central Highlands D,str1ct, 

as reported by Missionary Otto Hintze, the natives use a spear 

to determine the sp1r1t and the pig 1t desires. The name o~ 

a'dead friend or relative 1a called, then tbe spear 1s stuck 

1.nt-o the ground. If the spear comes out eas1l;Y 1 t was the 

wrong one. The proceso 1s repeated until the spear st1cks 

tast tell1n~ them which ep1r1t 1t 1s that 1s hungry. The 

whole thing 1s repea ted for the p1g the sp1r1t want.a. When 

this 1 s determtned t he ptg 1e k111ed 1n a. spec1al ceremony 

and the sp1r1t ea.ts th~ p1g'e sp1r1t. Finally the tat1!1ly 

fea~ ts on the flesh of the p1g. This 1s a su·re cure for all 

s1ckneao and .. trouble.14 

Besides sp1r1ts of the dead there are other gh~sts 1n 

the rel151on of these nattves. While these are not as great­

ly feared as the souls~ they are respected and occas1onall.J 

prayed to. Field sp1r1te are !nvoked tor good crops. Water 

ways al~o have· the1r sp1r1te as do certain strange rocks and 

trees.15 Zvery precaution 1s taken· to treat these sp1r1t 

13W111ard Burce "Rell~· ous Beliefs and Practices at 
Irelya, New Guinea, :a Re~ortl9d by Natives", Concordia 
Theological Monthly ; XXI, {November, 1950), 834-4:,. 

14a1ntze, loa. cit. 
' --

15Robert Lowie, .2:Q.·· ill~, p. 60. 
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right and above all to leave them alone. Cbarme are used to 

protect one from them when traveling, esoectally in strange 

country.16 

These other spirits are those who rule over love, madness, 

earthquakes and eoidemics. Some of these spirits are even 

thought of as body snatchers. Some are very shrewd, and other• 

are rather stupid; but all are rather easily fooled or deceiv­

ed by human beings. 'J:'.he majority of these spirit• have the 

power to take on human form and delight in seducing women, 

whom the then ounish.17 

A suoreme being or god was spoken or ·1n the second chan­

ter. There it was stated that though these natives know ot a 

god who created all things they do not...worship bim.18 Some 

natives, howevef, do pray to and sacrifice to an all-powerful 

creative god, called 11Anuto" by some of the people and "Old 

Panku" by othera.19 To this god is offered all the first 

trui ts and the first food at banquets and festivals. Beside• 

being the creator, he holds up the heavens with his head.
20 

This chanter endeavored to bring together the beliefs ot 

the New Guinea natives in things s~iritual, but it only suc­

ceeded in ·showing the great diversity·. In this connection it 

16Rober.t 
17 

Robert 
18Ibid -··· 19

Ib1d -· 20
Ib1d. 

Williamson, .2E.• ~-, p. 274. 

ww1e, !e.· ill•, p. 62. 

n. 63. 



16 

is well to remember that these natives have lived 1n almoat 

entirely isolate~ groups for many centuriea.21 In such 

oircumatancea it is well nigh 1mpoaa1ble to have or expect 

unified belief. 

21W1llard Burce, ~- ill• 



" I 

In dealing with a topic as broad as auperatitlon, om 

·oould include almost everything 1n the religion ot the•• 

natives. The intent ot this chapter 1s not quite that bna4. 

Henoe the remarks on superstition are confined to thoae lblnga . . 
which would oome under the heading ot oha1'1118 • om.ens, ana minor 

praotioes. Many or these bel1e·ts and praotioes oan be 11kene4 . ' . 
to our knocking on wood• throwing salt owr the left shoulder, 

the seven year~ bad luok that is supposed to result tram the . . 
breaking ot a mirror, the tear ot blaok oats, oarry1ng a . 
rabbit's toot or good ltiok penny, and other suoh notions 

which people of our l~nd have. 

Charms are a very important part or the superstit ioua be-

: lief's ot these island peoples. There are oha:rms :tor nery 
I . • 
I thing; success in love, ~verting illness and death, auooeas 

\ 1n hunting or fishing ~ he1p in time ot war: enl1 3uat gene:ral. 

good luok. These. ob.arms m.&J'.,· be stones or pieoes ot bU'k 0% 
. . . . 

flowers and 1n some p~aoes nen bone~. They are moat one 

Oani.ed in small oham bags ~d tba ~er n~r t~•• th• 

o~~ •1 Chama are also used ~n manillate tbtns~ aueh u . . 

apeara. A oertain beetle is placed 1n the shaft ot Ille 

. B 1-obert Williamson~~~~ Bf'Nlll 
@ Guinea (London: -·Ma .' ~ , , · , . P• r.--- · 
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BP.ear berore tlle head is tastened doz. It is auppoaecl 1.o 

mak9: the spear head stick f'ast in the g8Lle it ~ts, ~a:at. aa 

the beet1e sticks to a man•·s skin when it bitea.a Ano1ihar 

cham used is a fruit call,ed by the natives "five corners". 

It is placed into a ne\·,1 eanoe e.t its launching to "prevent 

e.o-cidents and ens ure t he bouyanoy ot the ora.tt".3 Ginger 

planted in a nm, garden is supposed to give a good crop and 

keep out vermin. 4. Still other t-ypes o~ ohams are made out 
, ,' 

ot the de:ad. both men and animals. ~e brains and other parts 

of a dead ene~"' s l)ody is eaten to give one tbs strength they 

had •. 5 Again in certain parts. of Mew Guinea.:· 

••• o. man who has. killed a. snake Will burn it and 
mnear his legs wi t h the ashes when he goes into the 
tcrest; tor

6
no snake will bite· him tor some days 

afterwardf!. 

Along. w'ith the belie·t 1n obarms one notes that omens also 

play- a large roll in the lite ot a native. It the mens ue: 
good, nothing can stop them.,J if they are ba4i ·ilothing can make 

them take part in the activity the men 1a against. . ~ 

!'oxes and t1retl.1e·s are two classes of oreatures 11hf.oh, qie 

• • - ,I ' " * 2
Jemes . G. hazer. "The Mag16 Art" .· I .,, ~°'• Th~· Golien ·. 

_Bo9B!l (New York: MacMill;an1 Co., ·1935~.. · 
. . . 

· S...,,,,. &m, Gu~ea Han4book (Canberra.,· Au.stia11a: OommoD-
wealth°Tover:nmen Prmter,.. l943), P• 36.5.~ . 
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u1ed aa omena. They usually are bad onea, and anyone 1eeing 

either when starting on a hunting or fishing trip will turn 

right around and go back home.7 Among aome native• a cuatoa 

1s tollowed while a part ot the village 11 away trom boll8 to 

indicate how the journey is going, viz.: 

••• when some of the inhabitants have gone on a 
long journey, the people who stay ay home engage 
in a Tug of War among themselves to determine whether 
the journey will be prosperous or not. One aide 
reoresents the voyagers ang the other aide tho•• who 
are left behind. They pull at opposite end• or a 
long bamboo and if the bamboo breaks or the aide 
which reoresents the home oeonle is obliged to let 
go, the omen is favorable.a 

Very many other omens are believed by the varioua tribes in 

New Guinea, but to list them ·all would be impo1slble and 

impractical. 

Along with a belief in charms and omen, many auperat1t1oua 

Practices take a very great oart in the lite ot these peoplea. 

Some ot these practices have their counterpart, in Weatern 

culture. aa was indicated at the beginning ot th1~ chapter. 

Others are only minor practices which have n9 deep religioua 

significance, but which are interesting. In some parta ot 

New Guinea ~•mall boys are beaten lightly with 1ticks during 

December 'to make them grow strong and hardy' n • 9 Some auper­

•t1 tioua belief also seems to be connec-ted w1 th tbe practice 

7W1111amaon, loo •. c1 t. --
8Frazer, "The Scapegoat•. 178, 22.• o1t. 
9 Ibid., p. 265. 
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or permitting only women to work in the garden• once they have 

been planted.lo ·or course, this might be an invention or the 

male pooulation to keep from _doing the hard and tedious work 

or gardening ~ The Yabim neop·le, to continue in gardening. 

have a oractice of offering up a aacritice or aage-broth and · 

oork to the snirita of the former owners ·or the land. when the 

taro Plants begin to leaf up. This is to make the tormer own­

er 'kindly di9Dosed' to the fields and not harm the cropa.ll 

The natives also have practices .which they uae to ward 

otr danger while they are on a trip. In epeaklng or a trip 

with aome natives Baron Maclay reports . the tollow1ng practice 

on approaching a strange village. 

• •• one of the natives who accqmpanied him broke a 
branch trom a tree and g~1ng aside wllapered to it tor 
a while; then stepping up to each member ot tbe party. 
one after the other, he spat something upon h1a back 
and gave him some blows with the branch. Laatly • he 
went into the forest and burried the branch under the 
withered leaves in the thickest o~rt or the jungle •. 
This ceremony was believed to P-rotect the party aga1nat 
all treachery and danger 1n the village they ••r• approach-
1ng.12 

Other practices ot similar form are round among almoat all 

the tribes ot New Guinea. A very interesting custom 1• 

tollowed by mothers after childbirth to insure the tuture 

.ot the child. The navel string or the infant in ~ome plaoea 

<>fl· -
l<>praser, "Soirita ot The Corn -and ot The Wild•. I, l~. 

c! t. -.;Ili . 
~ •• n. 229. 

12 · • no Prazer, nTaboo and The Perils or The Soul• lv•, 
~. Ci·t. 
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is oarried by the nother on the net bag \1hich holds the 

ohild. This · wa,y.; no ono oan hal'm 1t through the navel oo:rd. 

Other nati vas plant t he navel cord or a male ol1ild with a 
' 

coconut or bread-frui·t tree, in ordor ·to make hi."7.1 a good 

olil!lber · and help his grov,th in life. The navel card ot a 

girl. is th1.~o~.-m into the sea when ·the, mother goes fishing 

the first time after childbirth. This will make the girl 

a skilful fisherwaman. There is even a modern innovation 

to this oustam. A young man oonsiders it a mast, along the 

eoasta, "to· tal:e a tri1> in- a wld te man"·s boat. Without such 

a trip h:.e bas no e:oc i al standing and is not thought of as de­

s-irable to the girls. To insure this the· mother 11111 tie a 

boy- ohlld•s· navel cord to the anchor chain ot some passing 

vessel. This wi l l 11.r.ake u future vo~e eertain.13 The natives 

also bel.ieve that evil. oan be gotten rid ot bJ sending it out 

to sea and pass:h1g i·t on to .scme0ll8 else. '?hus during snaJl­

pox ~iC:'er~ics ar._1ong the c·eastal natives: 

• .• ..-they 11Sed to·make a 11tt·1e ·model ot a canoe 
with ma.si s. sails. and :t"Udder. 'l'".nen t~1 said tc 
the small vessel, on which the spirit ot the anal.1-
pox v.1a.s su:poosed to· have taken his passage. •Beu· 
him away to·"" another village. \then the people ocme 
forth to dra\'IJ you ashore, give than· "the thing• aD4 
do to · them what you have done. to us .. n: ·Lest the 
spirit should get hllllgrY on the vayaget they put 
aome taro on board.,. and to make sure or gettmg 
rid ot the , disease they wiped . their han4a on tbe 
tiny oanoe-. after· wb.ioh ther let 1 t c1Jitt ar 
• •. • and said to · ea.ob otmr. tl\Ye· have had ~ 
of' 1 t. 'l'he si«kness has happllY' gone 8118.7• 
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Tlm>uah 1hese and other practices an4 beliefs or aupernl-
, 

tlon the native tries to make. himself feel aeoure. 



CHAPTER V 

MAGIC AND OORCEH!' 

/ In q;, eaking about magio in New Guinea, a 41ftU'81lt1a-

\ tion shall be made· between 'blaokmagio' and other kin48. 
I , 

Aotually 1 t is all the work ot satan, but only that t1P9 ot 

magic, which seeks to do harm to saneone else will be oalle4 

'blaok magio'. In general there are two types ot mag1oal 

r praot1oes 1n New Guinea; sympathetic magio and 1111.tatlw 

\ magio.l All the ceremonies and rituals, no matter what 

their ultimate purpose,. tall under one or thase two. In both 

ot these tn,es tbe re is a similar mode ot operation, the 

41tterenoe lies in the subjeot being etteote4 and the e:zaot . 
'-- method. IJi al.most every o·ase ot maglo being uaed, there 18 

the reo1 tal ot a tlxed tormula, a oertain mode ot prooe4me 

and the sorcerer or magician is under obligation to tollair 

a set pattern ot behavior.2 

"" Much ot the magic praotioed in New Guinea 1a benet1oent. 

Through this type ot magio tbe ne. ti Tes t,:y to insure good , , 

orops, successtul. hunting and t1sbing trips, oontrol ot 
. s 

the sun and the rain, and safety 1n various walks ot lite • 

• ]. . 
B. w. Pearson Chinnery, An, ... '1fnr1gal Rfll~• ~1..1: 

(Melbourne, Australia: Oovernmm er, o.BD~ P• • 

llaobet 1-te · ¥.-'lRl 'jP. l!ftl&&m IBw York: Llnr18h' 
Publlah!ng Co., 19.la , P• • 

s . 
Chinnery, 122.• oi t. 
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'l'o p~om these works sorcerers are used 1n moat instanoea, 

but each native can work certain spells tor him.self'. The 
• • 

'J!.epU:' ,. or sorcerers• are gre~tly t~red and nspeotecl f~ 

their powers of good and ml~. - Very otten theae .men 81'8 the 

chiefs of their individual tribes. Sme of these men an 
supposed ·to be able to control the sea· end make it~ or 

calm at will,, others can .m~e the rain tall at an, time they 
• 

desire, still others have power over gl'Olling things and also 

over hunting and fishing, and all do have the power of sending 

sickness and death to their enemi••·' 'l'hare are oaaea where 

<:>n• man claimed ~l ot these powers., but moat often the magi­

cians specialize.5 

, The action of an entire group ot people is often needed 

1n a magic rite. We do not only refer to danoing and other 

aots ot worship, but to the lite ot the people ot · a village . . 
while sane of their numbers are away hunting,, fishing, tight-. . . 
ing, or just traveling. ~o give the best examples 'of this. 

we shall quote a few of t!lese practices trail "The Gol4en 

Bough": 

While the men ••• are away hunt!ng or fishing; 
fighting or any long journey, the people who re­
main at hane must observe strlot ohastity, and 'llll17 , 
not let the tire go out-. Those who star in th_!.~ ~ 
olub-house must further abstain· tzrom eating o~~ 
f'ooda and tran tou.ohing anything that belcmc "° 
others. A breach ot these rules might, it be-

. . ' ~ . Jam.ea George !'razer a ~e ·!lagio Ari~.!-I, S,'1-18, At 
Golden Boggb. (New York: lla~lllan..' Oo., 1RO >. 

Sib14. 
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lieved,. entail tne f'ail\tl.'e or the expedition • 
• • • when men are gone on a long joarney.·the wins 
and sisters left at home siDB to the moon, noom­
panying the lay with the boaning musio ot·gongs. 
The singing takes plaoe 1n ~e at~rnoons1 beginning 
two or thr·ee days before the ne.w moon anCl lasting 
for the same time after ;.t. It the sliver slokle 
ot the moon is seen 1n the sky I they raise a lou4 
cry- of joy. Asked why they <\o so, they·answer, "Now 
we see the· moon, and so do o·ur husbands, and now we . 
Iman they are well; it we did not sing, they llOUld 
be sick or oome other mistortmie wolll.4 betall them•. 
,. . ••. as soon as a vessel that is about to saU tor a 
distant port has been launohed, the part ot the beaoh 
on whioh 1t lay !s·coo-ered as speedlly' ·as possible 
with palm branohes, and beoanes saored. No one may 
thenoef'cr.th oro ss that spot till the ship oomes homa8 To cross it sooner would cause the vessel to perish. 

There are very many more suoh magi. oal. praot1oea llhioh • 

oould enumerate, but this glves a good idea ot the genel'81 

mag1oal aotions of the natives. One other 1natanoe pron• 

ver.r interesting in this type of magio. At time• oeria1D 
, . 

people are chosen, usually young girls, to keep 8J)801al 

rites during the absence of a part of the tribe. It the trip 
, 

is to be a safe one., these girls must ranain 1n a speoial . . . 

roan, leaving only when absolutely neoesaary. !he7 JIU8t sit 

still and straight,, looking neither right or left lest they 

disturb the bale.me ot the mip. Neither oan tbay eat any _ . 
stiolcy' food. tor that might •elog the passage of the boat~. 

When ~he boat is supposed to have rea.ohed its deatin~1on. 

they oan relax a bit: but they oan nffer eat any ti~ that . . 
might have a sharp bone of s.ting. suoh as a ray-tiahe •1ut 

8 . 
Ib14., P• 125-6 .. 
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their friends a·t sea should be involved in sharp, atingl.ng 

trouble". 'l 

twiy natives, when traveling home towards the en~ at d&J" • 

will seek to hold t he sun trp hy a magio spell. The man wish-, . 

ing to get h ome be~or e t h e sun . sets• vd.11 take a pieoe of 

string and malte i"'G i nt o a loop. He then sights the sun :through 
' . 

it. t,.ea it in a knot and throws it .behind h1m saying, wea1t 

until we get horr1e, and we will give you the tat of a pig•.a 

Other natives will s imply say, "Sun, do not hurr,; j~t wait 
, . . 

until I get to the end.",. and the sun is supposed to wait.8 

.Another form of sun magic consists ot d1splay1ng a type of 

gum and a pieoe of pum1oe. Sin-oe water has no etteot on the• 
, 

two, it is also believed that the rain cannot etreot them an4 

so must stop.. Thus this obarm brtngs the sun out. 9 

1.rhere are also many spells wbi oh one oan use to oauae 

it to rain.· Most of these are imitative magio. A saroerer . ,, . . 

seeking to make it rain will repair to t.h.e fbrest, W.;°here, he 

~ill f'Ul n special cup with the ju1oe of a oertain vine• · 
I 

until the oup overtl~ ~ Tlie mere it Oftrtlows the hea•i• 

the rain will be. Thunder ls made by Imoold.ng stcnea to­

gether or Shaking them 1n a dried s~ull; lightning ls~ 

duoect by tearing o. certain leaf .1o But this is not tbs 

71bid • . 
8Ib1d., P!· 31.'1 . 
9Ch1nn~ • Jm.•· !.ii. .. , p. 162-. 

lQT__. 
4.NW~e, .m?.• o1 t. • P• 55. 
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entire spell. t he vii znrd .mu.':lt mutter these words over h1s oui,as . 
'!'he cuttJ.e-:f'ish t.V-d S d~voured by the shark, whose 1n­
s1de turned quite black.,· The he~ and the oaasCfflQ'Y 
11ere traveling in a boot, but the casscmaJ'1 t angerecl 
because. people despised ·him" destroyed the boat, 'l'be 
hen flew tnto a village• which was cal.led "Hen" an4 
a giant tort·oise carried away the oassowey to :AU80; 
when i ·t got to the· big grassr plain or Be.hem, the 
cassowfi:Y turned into a rook, lhioh is still standing 
there., 

This tale has next to no meaiung, but it is prescribed. Be 

mu:Jt also go through certa~ tasks and abstain t:ram. certain 

;toods. Until it ra.ina he cannot oh~ betel., he oanno't worJc, 

he must rub his hair and race with black dirt, and he mnst. 

tal.:e a da11y bath in the sea or some· nearby water. By 4o1Dg 
. . 

all this the n:ag:l.oian ia sure to malm it rain .. 18 If a man 
' 

is sw,cesstul 1n this •raoket' his tortllile 1a made, tor the 

people vd.11 :pay him well in :rood and other valuables. U tb17 . 
don1·t r>~Y' him, he can change the weather until they are torod 

into it .. 13 

There 1 s one more general tn>e. ot mngio that is not p:ro­

' perly 'black". This !".as to do with · the plant1.Jl8 and growing . 
o't food., and the heal th and "8ltare ot pigs. To give the best 

. . 
insight into this phase of Mew Guinea Ute,. we shall quote a . . 

• ra~her long . ., but very interesting, seot1on ftm "!he Ool4en 

Bough": 

11
Ibid. ---i-• 

12
Ibid~ 

13 . . . . . 
Chinnery • .!m• 91t., p. 1ea. 


