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plebeius by his friend Musaato.58

There is some queation
about his family name, but it is quite certain that it 1is
Mainardini,sg which also 1s spelled in a varlety of ways;
such as, Maynardine, Malnardinis and Marquardino, 0 This
name is the one'most frequently used in the documents of
the day, In a bull of John XXII a canonry is gilven to

Marsiglio de Maynardino, author of the Defensor Pacis.él

The mix-up resulted because Riezler claimed that the family
neme was Raimondini.62 He based this upon the fact that
Mussato calls him "Marsilius de_Raymnndinia". However,
this is the only instance in which this family name is

usad,63 end Riezler subsequently reversed himself In this

6l

m&ttera
Maraiglio!s Youth

How we enter into one of the many completely obscure
portions of Marsiglio's life, his youth, This is the period
which extends from his brith until 1312-13; when we know

he was in Paris and became the rector of the University.

SsIbid., p. ix. 590. W, Previté-Orton, op. olte; Pe ke

6QJ.vSullivan "Mersiglio of Padua and William of Ock=
ham," American Historical Review, II (1896-97), L410.

610. K. Brampton, ope clt.; Pe 502,
62

63

Je Sullivgn, Ope Cit.; Pe 410,
C. K. Brampton, op. cite, p. 502,
6“5. Sullivan, op. ¢it., p. 410,
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For some this 1s a longer period than for others, and all

those that date Mussato's poem early would include all of
the activities contained therein in this period.és However,
I am following Haller's chronology, and I ishall treat most
of those matters, including his refutation of their
chronology, in later chapters,

It seems fairly certain that Marsiglio began his
education at his home-town university.66 This would be
only natural, especially since his father was employed
by that institution. Most boys at that time began to study
at the university when they were fourteen or fifteen years
old, slthough Marsiglio may have begun one or two years
later, which would make 1306-07 the latest time when he
became a Etudent.67 {The course lasted five or six years,
ending when the student was about twenty years old, which
18 the main reason I chose that figure as the earliest
general time when one could use the term pulchra florente
iuventa to describe some one, Then 1ife truly began to
bloom.) One of the subjects he studied was undoubtedly
medicine, which he studied in the Averroistic medical school,
for Mussato relates that when he left he took his medical

6SFor exemple, Brampton, Riezler, and Valois,
661\'131’31.8110 de Padua’ 220 _gj_-_t_o. ed. Re SGhOlz, Pe 1liv,
67Jo Haller, QBQ _B_Lti_op PPe l?h";.
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books with him.68 Previté-Orton believes that he had already
qualified in medicine by 13:|.2l.,,‘69 but he has no evidence to
prove 1t except Mussato's letter; which is insufficlent
because of its uncertain dating. He probably also studied
phllosophy there, but one cannot tell whether he received
a degree in that field.7o It is also purely conjectural
whether he came in contact with the renowned Paduan Aver-
roist, Peter dt'Abano, here or elsewhere,

One of the great questions of this period is whether
or not Marsiglio studlied law at Orleans, One reason this
question is answered positively is to solve the legend thatb
Mersiglio was a famous jurisconsult who had been sent by
the University of Orleans along with the reat of its
delegation to plead with the king for permisaion to
enlarge the scope of its activities.71 This is ebsed on
e passage in the Defensor Pacis in which he states that

he saw, heard, and experienced how the University of Orleans

through envoys and letters attempted to share somse of the

681b1d., pe 196, 1o L3.

69 te-0rton
Marsiglio de Padua, ope clbe; ed. Ce W. Previte-Orton,
Pe ix, C, K? Bramptong gg."%it., P« 503, agrees, basing

his conclusion on the use of the term sicum in the title
of the poem and considering 1312 as the ¢ake when The poem
was written,

?OJ. Haller, 22. 9__1_-1;_.3 Pe 1730
71Co Ko, Brampton, 92; E__j;b_.’ Pe soua
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privileges of Paris Univeraity.72

These events took place
at the end of 1312, Since 1305 Orleans had hed a privileged
university, but only for civii and canon law. It was

Lfirat in 1312 that they made attempts to set up an arts

facuvlty, but the king uneguivocally forbade it on December 21,

Il._'BlE.’.?3 This 1s the time when we are sure that Marsiglio
had been elocted as ?ectar of’ the Unlverslty of Paris,
Thus, this not only does nct prove that Marsiglioc was a
student at Orleans; but 1t also proves all the more con=-
clusively that at the end of 1312 he was in Paris as a
menber of the teaching magters of the University, in a
position of authority, and thus having an opporbtunlty %o
see the goings-on., Thls is the positlon not only of Haller,
but alsc of Riezler and Valois¢74 There are other ressons
why scholars do not think he studied &t Orleans. One is
that Riezler could find no evidence of the fact in the
annalg of the Univeraity there. However, & complete
rotulus was rare at any university,75 and evidently his
stay there could not have been too extensive in any case.

A more valid argument against his studyiqg at Orleans is

127, Haller, ope ¢ibes; PPe 175 fe
"31bid., pe 1760

Thg, K. Brampton, op. ¢ite, Pe 505.
753212'
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the claim that he displayed a complete lack of knowledge

7  previté=Orton gives him oredit for knewing &

of law,
little about canon law; but that is about as far as hs will
so.?? Riezler and Valois tesﬁify also to his ignorance

of ecivil law. Any knowledge of civil law displayed in the

Defensor Pacis they credit to Jean de Jandun. "However,®

queries Brampton, "what about the Defensor HMinor, in which

Jean had no hand ab a:l.:l.?"?8 'Scholz, on the other handg
substantiates the claim of those that say that Marsiglio
was no learned Jurlst by pointing out the limited use of

9
Juristic sources in the Defensor Pacia.? There is some

positive evidence about the fact that Marsiglio may have
studied law, even though he perhaps did not know very much
about it, The main plece 1s the statement of Ludwlig the
Bavarian in which he told Benediect XII that the reason he
retained Marsiglio and Jean in his service deaplite the fact
that they had been excommunicated was that they were of
value to him as\laﬂyers.Bo Knowing Ludwig'!s great capacity
for hedging and circumventing the truth for his own purposes,
this statement has little value, Brampton conjecturas that
Marsiglio did study at Orleens, and thus became better

703, Haller, ope eibey Ps 175

MTyarsiglio de Pedus, op. Sites de C. W. Previteé-Orton, p. x.
780. K. Brampton, Op. eit.; P. 505.

79Marsiglio de Padus, op. ¢it., ed. R. Scholz, p. 1lxiv,

80¢, k. Brampton, op. citey Po 505
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suited by age and experience for the rectorship at Paria.al
Haller rather conclusively squelches that, however, when
he points out that Parls saw in Orleans a very unwelcome
rival at that time, and anyone coming from there was not
at all especially welcome.ea Brampton has a telling point,
however, when he comments that Marasiglio?s wavering between
medicine and law, which Mussato indlicates in his poem,
would hardly be plausible 1f he had not devoted some time
to the study of it as well as of medioine‘BB Haller again
counters by wondering why, if he had studled law, which
was posslible, he did not de that at homegau After all,
Padua was a migrant from the great "Mother of Laws",
Bologna University., This is probably especially the case,
because Mussato, speaking of the time when Marsiglio,
taking his advice to stop wavering between law and medicine
and choose medicine with its emoluments in prefersence to
the long walting and disappointing uncertainty of the bar,as
left home to study medicine, undoubtedly at Paris, describes
his departure in a way which seems to indicate that before

then he had stuck pretty close to home, This would

812259-

82;, Haller, op. citey Po 176.

830, K. Brampton, op. 8ite., Po 505,
84y, maller, op. 8ite, Peo 176.

85¢, k. Brempton, op. cibes Po 503,
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eliminate the possibllity of a period of study at Orleans,
gsince no one can fit it in after his Parisian period.86

Where do we stand now? BSo far we have determined that
Marsiglio was born In Padua of relatively humble parentage
around 1290, After a period of study at the local univer-
8ity, including probably medicine, philosophy, and perhaps
law, he sought the advice of his older friend; Mussato,
who advised him to take up the study of medlecine. To do
this, he left his family and homeland behind him around

1311l-12, Paduae dum regna manerent, and we next find him

in Paris., That takes us to the next chapter,

86J. He.ller, ODe. Git.’ Pe 1736



CHAPTER III
THE YEARS OF WANDERING
Paris

And so Marsiglio went to Peris, and here we muat pause
for a moment, for one cannot pass by a beautiful lady without
at least a passing glance. We today would perhaps stand
aghast at the sights, aounds, and smells of Paris at that
time, but among western Ewropean cities of the age she
vas gqulte a jewsl., Her great cathedrel had been completed
almost a century before, and her unigue location contri-
buted much to her beaubty. She had lately been the scene
for the somewhat less thgﬁ beautiful turmoil between the
Papeaocy and the king of Fnahae, in which the latter, Philip
the Fair, dealt some oﬁ-thé most telling doath blows to
the medieval papacy. ih tpe background of this struggle
of E-ate versus Church was the popular opposition to
absolutism of any kind”'éither govérnmental_or ecclesias-
tical.l The University of Paris sided with the king in
his attitude toward the papéoy and in his appeal from the
pope to a general counéil.z The end result of the conflict
was that the king aecured‘ﬁhe electlion of a French pope

o it | die Idee der Demoe
R, Scholz, "Marsilius von Padua und
kratie," Zeitschrift fur Politik, I (1907), 69.

27, W. Allen, "Marsilic of Padua and Medimeval Secularism,"

The Sociasl and Political Jdeas of Some Great Mediaeval
Thinkevs, ed. F. J. Hearnshaw (Londonj §. G. Harrap & CO.,

LEa'D I§23)p Pe 1670
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and & majority of French cardinals, with the subsequent

removal of the papal court to A.vignon.3 The university
was one of the most venerable and influential institutions
of ita kind; and 1% became the mother and grandmother

of other universities. In theoclogy 1t held firat place
among all medieval universities,h Her medical achool
ranked with those of the Universities of Bologna, Salerno,
and Montpellier in its excellence.s Lanfrance had taught
there in this depertment at the end of the Thirteenth
Century, and his fame and tradition atill lived on there.6
The University itself had developed from the cathedral
schoole of Hotre Deme, St. Genevieve, and 3t. Victor,

with Notre Dame retaining the most influential positione7
By the beginning of the Fourteenth Century, the university
was becoming more and more independent of the schools from
which 1%t originated, and it had few rivals in Europe as

a2 center of thought and education, Paris was one of the
most likely places a young man anxious to obtain fame,

fortune, and an education would go., SO Marsiglio, desirous

3Ibid., pp. 167 fs

hO. J. Thatcher and F, Schwill, Eurcpe in the Middle
Age (New Yorki Charles Scribner'!s Sons, 96), Pe OO0,

SJ. 0'Sullivan and J. F. Burns; Medleval Europe (New
Yorks F. S, Crofts, 1943); pe 328.

6 t of Centurles
Jo Jo Walsh, The Thirteenth, Greatest o
(12th editiong New Tork: Fordaam University Press, 1952)s P. 07

75, 0'Sulliven and Jo F, Burns, Ope oit., Pe 320,




32 |
of obtaining all three, appeared in Paris shortly before
1312,

University Rectorship

I% has always been something of a problem that ths
first poaltlive evidence that we have about Marsigliot's
presence Iin Paris involves his election to the rectorship |
of the university. It seems rather strange that an apparently
young man with little reputation and as little wealth, a
foreigner of humble origin, should be chosen to thls post,
Valols has him coming to Paris as a "celebrite naissante",
but he has no evidence to uphold this statement,; even
though the folks at home apparently had great hopeg for
him.8 More likely i1s the supposition that he had been in
Pariz for some time before his election and had bullt up
a reputation for himself. There is no substantial evidence

S
to support that atatement either.” Most scholars feel

that some explanation for his election must be advanced

becauss of the importence of the office. Brampton calls

10
it the highest university magistrature of the timej

11
Sullivan also talks about its importance,  but Haller seems

8 N des Marsilius von
J. Haller, "Zur Lebensgeachlchte des lMar
Padua,” Zeibschrift fir Kirchengeschichte, XLVIII (1929); 17L.

g

Ibidop Pe 1730

100. K. Brampton, "Marsigllo of Padua, Life;" Epglish
Historical Review, XXXVII (1922); P« 505,

11J. Sullivan, "Marsiglio of Padua and Willlam of Ockham,"
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slightly skeptical about that fact, 2 since there is no

positive evlidence adduced to prove his opinion. The standing
of the recotrship was not eatablished until the middle of
the Fourteenth Gentury%3so ihat at Marsiglio?s time it might
not have had the prestige 1t later attained. Originally,

it apparently was a rather subordinate office. It was the
duty of the chancellor of the cathedral to license competent
masters to open schools near the cathedral.lu He retained
this power even after the university developed, for the
Cathedral School of Nobtre Dame was the most influential

of the three that made up the univeréity. The licensed
masters in time formed an association, This Soclety beéame
8 corporate body, more or less a gulld, not later than 1175,
which marks the beginning of Paris University. In 1210
Innocent III recognized this Soclety as a corporation.

hen began a struggle between the masters and the chancellor
of Wotwre Dame to achleve demination, The chancellor was
authorized to license masters; the Soclety admitted the

licentiate to its membership. Both were required in order

to teach at the Universlty. Eventually, the rsctor, the

Americen Historical Review, II (1896-97); L1O.

12Jo Haller; OPe 2&2.’ Pe 1750
l3J. Bullivan, op. citey Pe 410,

Uy, o, Teylor, The Medieval Mind (4th edition;

Cambridge, Mass.p Harvard Trniversity rress, 194l), II,
h13*15og i have excerpted the following informaetion about

Paris University from these pages.
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elected head of the masters,; dlsplaced the chancellor as
the real head of the unlversity, It is rather difficult
to determine at just what stage of development the cbnp
troversy had reached by Marsigliots time,

The rector was elected quarterly and for one term.
Marslglio’s term of rectorship could not have bégun befors
September 1ll, 1312, nor could it have extended past May 5,
1313915 since others were ilnoumbent before and after those
dates, The electlons that year took place on October 10
and Dscember 16, 1312, and on March 19 snd June 22, 131391
It is most probable that his term began on December 16,
1312, and e¢xtended until March 19, 1313, since it is omn
record that he signed two atatutes before the duly~scone-
gregated masters of the four faculties on the Feast of
the Blsssed Gregory, March 12, 1313.17 That appears to
be hiz only offieial act that was preserved for posterity;
it wes one of his duties to assemble the faculties and
propound new statutes, since the old ones were apparently
not always strictly adhered to.ls About his other dutles
we know little, but Haller thinks that the position was

eloser to the contemporéry chairmen of the general student

157, sullivan, op. cit., pe 420.
161014,

176, X. Brampton, ope ¢it.s Pe 50k
1837, sullivan, op. cite, Pe 410.

)
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cormittees (Allgemeine Studenten-Ausschusse). The

university was organized into four faculties: arts, law,
theolegy, and medicine, each of which had a dean, The
students were organized by nations, usually representing
the bterritorial sections of Europe rather than individual
countries, and each of these had a prosctor. All of these
were uwnder bthe supervision of the rector, who was also the
dean of the arts faculty., Thus, to be chosen rector, one
had to be & member éf the faculty of arts, engaged in
teaching. The reciplent had To swear that he was graduated
from a university having at least twelve teashers and that
he had studied arts during six yeara.zo Apparently
Marsiglio had fulfilled tvhose reduirements. 8ince he had
probably been in Peris not more than one year previcus

%o hiaz election, Haller thinks that he must have done pretty
well in that year, soon revealing his 1nd1vidualitgland
ability, so that hs was elected to the rectorship. It

18 not at all unusual that a foreigner should be elected
to that position, for his predecessor waaagmeric of Denmark
and his successor was Nicholas of Vienna. That fact

regolves one of the difficulties concerning his election,

1930 Haller, ORe 9_5‘-_‘5.} Pe 1750

2OJo 0tSullivan and Js Fe Burns, ODe Git.' PPe 321 f.
21
a2

Je Haller, _Oi:’o _c_ijo’ Po 173.
Ce K. Brampton, upe cites; Pe 50k«
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There 18 another factor that sheds a little light on the
electicn of such a young man to the office of rector.
During the previcus century interest in the arts waned,
and mebaphysical philosophy came to the fore. Study in
the arts came to be looked upon more and more as a prepara=-
tion for advanced work in the other fields of learning,
especially theology. One would obtain his masterfs degree
in arts and then study for a medical or theological degree.
A result of this trend was that the arts courss was shortened

and the number of Magistrl artium increased. These masters

far exceoeded in numbers those of the upper faculfias of
law, theology, end medicinej and they were also conslderably
younger, Because of their numsrical superioriity, the
members of arts faculty were dowinant, and thne other
Paculties acquiesced to thelr deaisions.aB Accordingly,
it is not difficult to conjecture that the fiery Italian
captured the heasrts and the imaginations of his youthful
colleagues 1n short order, and they subsequently elected
~him to the highest office which they could bestow, the
other faculties agreeing, perneps with reluctance, It was
also the rule that most of the arts mesters were actually
students in the higher feculties at the same time.zu

Therefore, Marsiglio might well have been studying medicine

23H. 0¢ Taylo!’, _92& citvi Do }'I'lh'.
241hid., p. 115,



