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'#l 
and llm"ant/' · who aet 1291 end 1290 u the 4at•, respectively, 

which gives them a one to two-year mugin0 Al.moat air7 of 

thego views is justifiable~ but I am 1n.ol1ned toward the 

l.atet"' dating of Haller tor_ l"aasons tmich I a hall adduce 1n 

the s \tocaeding chapters. 

Al though we know nothing ot Maraigl.1o •· a mother• we 

have a few fa.eta about bis i'atller. His natne, as ind.teated 

by !·h.t1JHJl!:'.to9 waa Bonus Mat1;h&euaf'2 wh1oh 18 tound 1n several 

va:t•iat1.ona11 ineluding nonmatteo5l .and Bonmatheuso:S4, A Pa.duan 

dectttfiGii'lt of Ap}!lil• 1265" ind1c~~ee that Bomnatb.eua; son 

011' t.f ohan..'11.o.S de Ma1nard11d.$1 was aot!ag es notuy of the 
5S . 

Ut'd:;q~i'nity of -Paduao fhi-lt w.aa a respectable occupation, 

but hardly 0n.0 or special distinction.. ln faet, !11.az-s1glio 

was bso~n irito a quite (!)W'lFlO!l tar.dly ,.'56 tor b.e is considered. 
~'7 

a ~G:e;v.lar Paduan ao..201iµ,i~ and ~s called o,1V.~! Paduanus 

5lc& Ko Brampton~ 02• oit., P• 50le 
52 J (I) Haller, ,22.e �~�·�~� p •. 195, lo 2. 

5Jc. W0 P.itev1te-Orton0 "Ma.Paigl!.o or Padua~ Doetr1nes1'a, 
-.~.!. !tUo, Po· 4o .. ·': .. ,: . �~� ,·, �~� ; . . . • . . 5!> r.: 

54cQ Ko Brampton, £1?.• .ill•• P• $02. Ibid., Po ;,Ol. 

56n. Lo p·oole,. Illustrations !£ the ·n1.c1t_m or ~1ed1,eeva1 
1'~¥'f1t (London, Williams and Horfate,li'Bli1, l>• "76lici 11e 
eel s !'t a "plain burgho1~, a .i"a.ndly • 

~·1 , 
;.; •nar.aigllo ·de Padua,, M• ,!'it •• ea. c. w., Previte-Orton, 

Po :tx. 
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plebe.1us by h1s friend Mussato.58 There is some question 

about his family name, but it 1s quite certain that it is 
59 

Mainardini" l1h1oh also is spelled in a variety of ways; 
60 

such as, Maynardine, Mainardinis and Marquardino. This 

name is the one most frequently used 1n the documents .or 

the day(t In a bull or J0hn XXII a canonry ia given to 
61 

Marsi gl i o de Uayne.rd1no, author ot the Defensor Pacis. 

The mix-up resulted because Riezler claimed that the tamily 
62 

name was Raimondini. He based this upon the fact that 

Mussato calls him "Mars111us de Raymundinis". However, 

this is the only instance in which this family name is 
63 used, and Riezle~ subsequently reversed himself 1n this 

matter. 
64 

Mars1gl1o•s Youth 

Mow we enter into one of the many completely obscure 

port ions of Maraiglio's life, his youth. · This is the period 

which extends from his brith until 1312•13, when we know 

he was in Paris and became .the rector of the Universitye 

58~., p. ix. 59c. W0 Previte-Orton, .21?.• .2!!•, Po 4o 

6oJ.· Sullivan, "Marsiglio of Padua and William. oT 01.:k• 
ham," American Historical Review, II (1896•97), 4].o. 

61 c. K. Brampton,. .2E• .ill•, p. 502. 

62J. Sulliv~, 2.£• ill_e, P• 4J.Oe 

63 ' p. 502. c. K. Brampton, .21?• ill•• 
64J. Sullivan, 2.£• !!!.•, P• 410. 



For some this is a longer period than for others, and all 

those that date Muasato*s poem early would include all of 

the act ivities contained therein in this period.
65 

However, 

I am f ollowing Haller•s chl"onology, and I 1shall treat most 

of t hose matters, including his re.t'utat1on of their 

ohronology, in later chapters. 

It seems fairly certain that Mars1glio began his 
66 education at his home-town university. This woul.d be 

only natural, especially since his father was 8I11plo7ed 

by t hat institution. Most boys at that time began to study 

at t he university when they were fourteen or fifteen years 

old, although Mars1gl1o may have begun one or two years 

later~ which would make 1306-07 the latest time when he 

beoame a atudent. 67 (The course lasted five or six years, 

ending when the student was about twenty years old, which 

is the main reason I chose that figure as the earliest 

general time when one could use the term pul·chra !'lorente 

1uventa to describe some one. Then life truly began to 

• bloom.) One of the subjeota he studied was undoubtedly _ 

medicine~ which he studied in the Averroistic medical school, 

for Mussato relates that when he left he took his medical 

65Fo1• example, Brampton, Riezler, and Valois. 

66Marsigl1o de Padua, 2E.• ~., ed. R. Scholz, p. liv. 

67J. Haller,~·~., PP• 174-5. 



68 ., 
books with him. Previte-Orton believes that he had already 

qualified in medicine by 1311,·
69 

but he baa no e'Vidence to 

prove it except Muasato·•·s letter, wh1oh ta 1nsuf'l'1o1ent 

because o! its unoertain dating. He probably also studied 

philosophy there, but one cannot tell whether he received 

a degree in that field. 70 It ia also p~·ly eonJeotural 

whether he came in contact with the renowned Paduan Aver0 

roist» Peter d'Abano, here or elsewhere. 

One of' the great questions~ this period is whether 

or not Me.rs1glio studied law at Orleans. One reason this 

question is answered positively !a to solve the legend that 

Marsigli.o was a :famous juriscons ult who had been sent by 

the University of Orleans along with the rest of its 

delegation to plead with the king for pe1-mission to 

enlarge the soope or its activities •. 71 Thia is absed on 

a paasage in the Pefensor .P.acls 1n which he states that 

he saw, heard, and experienced how the university ot Orleans 

through envoys and letters attempted to shal"e some or the 

68Ibidea Pe 196, l. 43. - · 
69Marsigl1o de Padua,~•~., ed. C. W. Previte-Orton, 

p. ix. c. K. Brampton;~· cit., p. 503, agreea, .basing 
his conclusion on the use of~& term '2,hJ"sicUJT1 in the title 
of' the poe.'D. and considering l.312 a.a the ea~ when the poem 
was written. 

'lOJ. Hal1er. 2J?.• ~., P• 173• 
71c. K. Brampton,~· Qtt .• , P• 504. 
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px-1vileges of Paria Univeraity. 72 These events took plao.e 

at the end of 1,312. Since 1306 Orleans had had a privileged 

university• bv.t only for civil and oanon law. It was 

first in 1.312 that they ma.de attempts to aet up an arta 

faculty~ but the l{ing unequivoc.all7 torb"ade it on December 21, 

1312. 73 This is the ti.?O.e when we are aUl'e that M8.J'S1gl1o 

had been eleeted as recto~· or the University or Paris • . 
Thus g t his not only doe a na·t prove that Mars1gl1o was a 

student at Or lean.s ., but 1-t.; a1,o pl'oVes all the more oon• 

elusivel y that at the end of 131.Z he was in Paris as a 

merabei• of' the teaching master·a or the University, 1n a 

position of authority, and thus having an opportunity to 

see t;he goine;s-·on.. '!'his is the position not only or Haller, 

but a.lso o'f: R1ezler and ''alois-. 74 There are other re6.sons 

why s.aholax-s do not think he a.tudied e.t Orleans. One 1a . 

that Ri ezler could find no evidenc.e of the tact in the 

annals or the University there.. Howevet". a c·omplete 
7$ 

rotul i.iS was rare at a.n7 uni verei t7, and evidently his --- .... 
stay there could not have been too extensive 1n 8If3' oas~. 

A more valid argument against his studying at Orleans is 

-------
72 J . Haller, op. cit., pp. 175 r .• 
73 76 Ibid.,. p., l . • -74o. K. Brampton, .2E.• ill•• p., 505. 
7.5Ib1d. -
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the claim that he displayed a complete lack of knowledge 

of law.76 P~evit,~orton gives h:lm credit tor knowing a 

little about canon law, but that ia about as tar u he will 

go. 77 Riezler and Valois teat1f7 alao to his ignorance 

of civil law. Any knowledge ot civil law displayed in the 

Defensor Pacie they credit to Jean de Jandun. "However" , 
queries Bramptona "what about the De.fensor Minor> in whioh 

J0an had no hand at all?" 78 · Soholz• on the other hand11 

substantiates the claim ot th.ose that say that Marsiglio 

was no leerned jurist by pointiog out the limited use of 
79 

Juri~tic sou~ces in the Detensor Pacis.. There is some 

positive evidenoe about the ·tact that Mars1glio may have 

studied lawa even though he perhaps did not know veey much 

about it. The main piece 1s the statement ot Ludwig the 

Bavarian in which he told. Benediot XII that the reaaon he 

retained Marsiglio and Jean 1n his service despite the fact 

that they had been excommunicated was that they were ot 
80 

value to him as .lawyers. Knowing Ludwig's great capacit~ 

ror hedging and circumventing the truth ror his own pUl'poses. 

this statement has little v-alue. Brampton conjectures that 

Marsiglio did study at Orleana, and thus became better 

· 76J. Haller,. ~· ill•» P• 17$. 

77Mars1glio de Padua, .2.2• c1~•• ed. C. W. Previte-Orton. p. x. 

78a •. K. Brampton, 21?.• !!i~• P• 505. 
79Mars1glio de Padua, .2E.• ~-~ ed. R. Scholz, p. lxiv. 

80c .. Ko Br&lnpton, ~· ~., P• 505. 
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81 suited by age and experience tor the reotorahip at Peria. 

Haller rather oonolus1vely squelches that• however. when 

he po·ints out that Paris ·saw 1n Orleans a veey unwelcome 
I 

riv.al at that time, and .anyone coming tram there was not 

at a.11 especially weloome,.82 Brampton has a telling point, 

however, wl1en he comments that Mal'siglio•a wavering between 

medicine and law, whic~ M~ssato indicates 1n his poem. 

would hardly be plaus1 ble if· he had not devoted some time 
83 

to the study of it as weil aa of medicine. Haller again 

counters by wondering why, 1!' he had studied law, llhioh 

was possible, he did not do- that at home.84 After aii,. 

Padua was a migrant trom the great "Mother ot Laws"~ 

Bologna. University. This is probably especially the caae, 

because Mussato~ speaking ot the time when Marsiglio. 

taking his advice to s~op wave:r!ng between law and medicine 

and ohoose medicine with its·· emoluments in preference to 
85 

the· long waiting and d1$~ppo1nting uncertainty ot the bar, 

left home to study medicine,: undoubte·dly at Faris• describes 

his departure in a way ,which seems ·to indicate that be1'ore 

then he had stuok pretty olose to home. This would 

81Ib1d. 

82J. Haller, !!Po• .!!!.•, P·• 176. 
8 .3 · it · 50·r:! c., K. Brampton, .2E• ,.g__., P.• · ;;,. 

84J. Haller-,. $?• ill•, P• 176. 

S.$C. K-o- Brampton, ~· ill•; P• .503• 
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eliminate the possibility o~ a period of study at Orleans, 

since no one can fit it in after his Parisian period.86 

Where do we · stand now? So tar we have detel"ll11ned that 

Marsiglio was born in Padua ot relatively humble p&l'entage 

around 1290. After a period of study at the local univer­

sitya i ncluding probably medicine, philosophy. and perhaps 

law~ he sough·t; the advice of his older .friend• Mussato, 

who advised him to take up the study of medicine. To do 

t his, he left his fer.illy and homeland behind him around 

1311• 12, Pa<l;u~ ~ reS!:!a manere~t, and we next £ind him 

in Paris. That takes us to the next chapter. 

86J . Haller., E..E.• ill_., P• 173. 



OHAP'.l'BR III 

THE YEARS 'OF WANDERING 

Paris 

And so Marsiglio went t.o Peria, . and her·e _we must pause 

for~ moment, tor one cannot pass by a beaut1.ful 1ady without 

at leaat. a passing glanee. 'We today would perhaps stand 

aghast at the sights, a·o.unds·, an<3: smells ot Paris at that 

timej but wnong western ~'Ur'opean c1t1ea of the age she 

was quite a jewel. Her great cathedral had b.een oompleted 

almoat a century betor~,· ~n her unique location contri­

buted much to her beaut-y-.. She· had lately been the scene 
. :: ; 

tor the somewhat less the;n ·,b'eauti.ful turmoil between the 
.. 

Papacy and the king ot .FI"~~~; 1n which the latter, Philip 
··. · . . '• 

the F~ir 11 dealt some of_ ··th:e: most t*3ll.1ng death blows to 
... . . . 

the medieval papacy. In the· background of th1-a at.Nggle 
. . : . ~ . 

of' s··.ate versus Church W~S" the "popular oppos1t1on to 
·'4· ; 

absolutism or any kind. t.S!ther gov~rnmental or ecclesiaa• 
l ·, .. ; . . 

tioa1. The University of. Paris .sided with t"he king 1n 

his attitude toward the p~paoy and in his appeal :f"rom. the 
. 2 

pope to a general council.. . The and result of the conflict 

was tllat the king aec~cf .the eleo-t1on of a Fr,enoh pope 

1R. Scholz, "Mars!iius ·vo~ P-adua und die !dee der Demo• 
kra,tie/' Zeitaahrift !E!. -Pol'itik., I (1907); 69. 

2J. W. Allen, . "M~.sil.1~. ot .fadua and Mediaeval Seoulariam, n 
The Social and Political ld6aa ot Some Great Mediaeval 
1l'llrni"ers, ea.'""F. J·. Hearnshav (ton.dona o. o. llarl'ap & Oo., 
Ltd.~- 192.3), p. 167. . · 
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and a majority of French cal'dinala, with the subsequent 

removal 0£ the papal court to Avignon.3 The university 

was one of the most venerable and influential institutions 

of its kind'1 and it becente the mother and grandmother 

of other universities. In theology it held first place 

among all medieval un1vers1t1es.4 Her medical. school 

ranked with those of the Universities or Bologna, Sa1erno, 

and Montpellier in its excellence.S Lan.franc had taught 

the1~e in this departme11t at the end of the Thirteenth 

Century, and his i'mne and tradition still lived on there.
6 

The Uni Ye1)sity itseli' had developed from the cathedral 

aohoole of Notre Dame, st. Genevieve, and st. Victor'1 
7 with Notre Dame retaining the most 1n1"luent1al position. 

By the beginning oi' the Fourteenth Centu?91, the university 

waa becoming more and more independent of the schools from 

which it or1ginated'1 and it had few rivals in Europe as 

a oen·ter of thought and education. PBF1B was one of the 

most likely places a young man anxious to obtain fame 0 

Tortune, and an eduoation would go. So Marsiglio, desirous 

3Ibid0 , pp. 167 t. -
4o J Thatcher and F. Sohwill, Euro!e in the Middle 

(Ne; Y~rk: Charles Scribner's Sons.89oT,~ 600. 

5J. O'Sullivan and J. F. Burns, Medieval Europe (New 
York: F. s. Crotts, 1943), P• 328. 

6J. J. Walsh, The Thirteenth, Greatest of Centuries 
(12th editionJ New l'orkt Fordn~ Unlverslty--P-ress, 1952), Po 87. 

7J. O'Sullivan and J. F. Burns, .2E,• ~., P• 320. 
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of obtaining all three, appeared in Paris shortly before 

1312. 

University Rectorahip 

It has always been something ot a problem that the 

first positive evidence that we have about Marsiglio's 

presence in Paris involves his .election to the reotorship 

of the university(j It seems rather strange that an apparently 

young man with ltttle z,eputation and as little veal.th~ a 

t.'oreignex~ ot: humble origin, should be chosen to this post. 

Valois haa him coming to Paris as a "oelebrite na1ssante", 

but he has no evidence to uphol.d this statement, even 

though t he f olks at home apparently ha.d great hopes :for 
8 

him. Moi•e likely is the supposit..i.on that he had been 1n 

Pa1 .. i s :tor. ao:rne ti.rite be.fore his eleotion and had built up 

a r0pu·tation for himself. There is no substantial evidence 
9 to suppor t that statement either. Most soholars feel 

that some expl.anat1on fol' his election mu.st be advanced 

because or the importance ot the of£1oe. Brampton calls 

it t he h i ghest university magistrature of the time1
10 

ll 
Sullivan also talks about its importance, but Haller seems 

8J. Haller, "Zur Lebensgeaohichte dea Mars1l1us von 
Padua, " Zeitsehri.t't tu.r Kirohengesohichte, XLVIII (1929) , 1.74. 

9
J:b1do, Po 173• -

lOo. Ko ·Brampton, "Marsiglio ot Padua, Lire," English 
Historical Review, XX.XVII (1922), P• 505. 

llJ. Sullivan, "Marsigl!o of Padua and William or Oakham," 
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slightly skeptical about that tact.12 since there is no 

positive evidenoe adduced to prove hia opinion. The standing 

of the recotrship was not established until the middle of 
13 . 

the Fourteenth Oentury. so that at Mars1glio'a time it might 

not l1ave had the prestige 1t later atta1nedo Originallyg 

it apparently wa.s a I'athe:r sul;>ord1nate office. It was the 

duty of.' the chanoellor of the oathecil'al to license competent 

masters to open aoho-0ls neaF the cathedral.14 He retained 

this power even after the wiiversity developed. for the 

Cathedral Sehool of Notre Dame was the most inf'luential 

of the three that made up the un1vers1tyw The licensed 

master s in time formed an association. This Society became 

a corporate body~ more or leaa a, guild• not later than 1175, 

which marks the beginning o.t Pa.t'is Univers.ity. In 1210 

Innocent III recognized thia Soeiety as a oorporat1on. 

Then began a struggl~ ~etween the maate~s and the chancellor· 

of No·cre Drone to aohieve domination. The ehancellor w.as 

authorized to license masters; the Society admitted the 

licentiate to its membership. Both were required in order 

to teach at the University. Eventuallyt the ~~ctor, the 

American Historioal Review, II ( 1896-97), 410 •. 

12J. Haller, .91?.• o.it •• P• 175. 
13 J. Sullivan, .21?• £!l•• P• 4].0. 

14:tr. o. Taylor, The Medieva~ M1n4 (4th edition; 
Cambridge, Mass. i Hamre! Un1ver~lty J>reas, 1941), II, 
413•15. I have excerpted the rollowing information about 
Paris University from these pages. 



elected head of the masters, d1spl~~ed the chancellor aa 

the real head of the Ul".1.veraity. It 1s rather difficult 

to determine at just what ~tage of development the con• 

troversy had reached by Marsiglio•s time. 

· 'l'he recto1~ was elected quarterly and for one term. 

Marsiglio 's term of rectorship could not .have begun before 

September 149 1312~ nor could it have extended pa.st May 5, 
13139 l.$ since others were inouml:>ent before · and after those 

dates. The elections th.at year took place on October 10 
16 

and December 16, 1312, ru.1d on Ma:rc-h 19 and June 22, 1.313., 

It is most probable that. his· term began on Deoember 161 

l312D and €xtended until March 19, 1313., since it is on 

record that he signed two statutes before the duly-oon• 

gregated in.asters of the !'our faculties on the -Feast ot 

the Blessed Gregory, March 12,. 131.3.17 That appears to 

be his only oft'ioial aot that was pre.served for posterity; 

it was one of his duties to assemble the £aoult1es and 

propound new statutes, since the old ones were apparently 

not always strictly adhered to.18 About his other duties 

we know little~ out Haller thinks that the position was 

closer to the contemporary chairman of the general student 

l5J. Sullivan,~· cit., P• 4.J.O. 

l6Ibid. -
170. K. Brampton,. .21?.-• ~., P• 504. 

l8J. Sullivan~ S?E• ill.•, P• 410. 
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committeea (Allgemein~ Studenten•Auasohiiaae).19 The 

university was o~ganized into four ta~ultie~1 eu-ta, law, 

the·ology.1> and medicine, each or whioh had a dean. The 

student s were or ganized by nations, uaually representing 

the ter~itori al sections ot E-urope rather than individual 

countr ies, and each of these had a prootor. All of these 

wer·e under the ·supervision 0£ the rector, who was also the 

deai1 of' the arts faculty. IJ;'hua, to be chosen rector, one 

had to be a mei11be:t1 Qf the f'aculty 0£ arts, engaged in 

te~chings The r eoipient had tQ swear that he was graduated 

from a univer sity having at least twelve teachers and that 

he had studi ed arts during six years.
20 

Apparently 

Maraigl io had fulrilled t hose requirements. Since he had 

probably been i n Paris not more than one year previous 

to his e l e ction» Haller tlu.nk2 ;bbat he must have done pretty 

well i n t hat year, soon revealing his individuality and 
21 

ability~ s o that he was eleoted to the re.otorship. It 

is not at all unusual that a foreigner should be elected 

to that posi tio11, for his predecessor was Eme:rio oi' Denmark 
22 

and his s uoceasor was Nicholas ot Vienna. That !'act 

resolves one- ot the diff iculties concerning his election. 

19.J. HaUer, 2£• .5?111•, P• 115. 
20 J. O' Sullivan and J. F. Burns, g;e. cit., PP• 321 r. 
,1 173 • ... J. Haller, op. cit., P• - -
22 

C-o K. Brampton, ~· ~·, P• 504. 
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There is another .facti1Jr that sheds a li·ttle light on the 

election o.f such a young man to the office of rector. 

During the pr evious century interest in the arts waned, 

and metaphysical philosophy came to the tore. Study in 

the arts came to be looked upon more and more aa a prepara­

tion ror advanced work in ·the other fields of learning. 

especi ally theology. One would obtain hie masterts degree 

in arts and then study f or a medical or theological degree. 

A result of this trend waa that the arts ~ou?'se waa .shortened 

and the mnnber of H8$istri w.>tium increased. These masters 

far exceeded in numbers those ot' the upper facUltiea or 
law, t -heol ogyg and medioine; and they were also ~onsiderably 

younger. Because or their · nun..ier1ea1 superiority, the· 

membez,s of' arts .faoulty were d.ominant. and the other 

faculties acquiesced to ·iiheir decisions. 
23 

Accord1ngl7, 

it i s not diffioul.t to 0011Jecture that the ~i e-zty Italian 

captured the hearts and .th~ imaginations or his youthful 

colleagues !n short order,. and they subs.equently elected 

. him ·co the highest office wl>.ioh ~Y could bestow, the 

other faculties agreeing; perhapa with r .eluctanoe. It was 

a1so t he rule that most ot' the arts raasters were actually 

the Same time.24 
students in the higher faculties at 

Therefore. Marsiglio might well have been studying medicine 

23H. o. Taylor, .22• c1t. ; P• 414. 
24Ib1d. g P~ 415. -


