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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

When I firat began to work on the toplec of this thesis,
two years ago in Dr, Hoyer's course on Reformation History,

my major Interest was naturally in the Defensor Pacils

itself, Since then, however, Dr, Alen Gewirth of the
University of Chicago has published his Marasllius of Padua,

the Defender of Peace, which is such a masterpiece of

@cholarahip and completeness that it virtually precludes
eany work on that topic unless it be of the highest and
most detalled nature, Thalt took the heart out of my thesis,
so thet I had to expand what was to be merely background
materiel into my entire thesis, with the result that it is
lese substantial than would have been originelly the cass,
Revertheless, the life of Marsiglio de Padua is a
considerable problem in itself, Opinions concerning the
detalls of his birth, activity, and death vary widely.
Each scholar that writes on the subject refutes in some way
all those that precede him. Scholz and Haller seem almost
%o go out of thelir waey to contradist each other, The English
and Amerlcan scholars are slightly more polite to each
other than their German collsagves, hut they, too, disagree
widely. I have tried to present the cases of the various
scholars and to determine as much as possible the most

plausible solution to the various probleums,
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As far ag I know, this is the firat time thal so many
of the problens related to the life of Marsiglio have besn
treated in one place in English, That is about the only

ralson d'8tre of this theasis, The scholars who have

written on Marsiglio usually concentrate on one or the
other phase of his life. Thus, In some sections my material
is based almost exelusively on one aource., 1 am especlally
indebted to Brampton and Haller, particularly the latter,
whose work I admire in every respect. In fact, I adnire

the work of these and other scholars so much that I have
often incorporated their material amost literally into the
text of this humble thesis,



CHAPTER II
THE EARLY YEARS

Padua

Padua was fairly bustling wlth activity of every
kind during the latter half of the thirteenth century,
that century which at least one of our own conkemporaries
hes seen Tit to call the "greatest® of centuries.l
Greatness was herdly confined to that century, however,
and even some of its own products did not become great
until well after the mother century had been laid to
rest. For Padua the era was most memorable; and in the
areas of thought, of scholarship, of politics, and of
comerce, she was a notable center of activity.

Padua's university was a source of great pride to her.
This university had not begun in Padua but had migrated
there from Bologna.a The organization of the University
of Bologna, which had crystallized by the middle of the
Thirteenth Century, was as follows.3 There were two

corporatbions of foreign students, and these constituted the

1y, Je Walsh, The Thirteenth, Greatest of Centuries
(New York: Mordham University Press, 1952).

25{ 0t*Sullivan and J, F, Burns, Medieval Burope
(New York: F. S. CI'OftB and 00" 19,4.3], Pa 32 e

3H¢ 0., Taylor, The Medieval Mind (4th edition;
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university. The professora did not belong to these cor-
porations, with the vesult that they wsere not memﬁers of
the university, WNaturally; being professors, they resisted
this domination by the studentsj but, with their vast
nunerical superiorlity, the latter won out, In defense of
thelr rights and to demonstrate thelr independence of
faculty and location, the students would not hesitate to
move to another city. This would cut off the income of
the professors and reduce the revenue of the city, for,
although the exact number of astudents in attendance at the
various medieval universities 1s highly conjectural, a
femous university would attract many thousands of students
from @ll over EBurope, Thus, students of the Unlversity
of Bologna, since they felt thelr rights were in jeopardy,
migrated to Arezzo in 1215 and to Padua in 1222, Despite
their defection, ths mathér university continued to
flourish, and one more wnlversity had been added to the
growing number of those institutions, which have often been
clasgified with the CGobthic cathedrals as the two most
lasting and influential contributions of the Middle Agea.h
Since this new university was an offshoot of the old,

they had many things in common., Bolugnats medical school

Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Univeralty Press, 1941), II,
j12«413. I have taken the entire descoription of Bolognals
organizetion from this source.

hJ. Jd. Walsh, High Points of Medieval Culbture
(Milwaukee: The Bruce Publishing Co., 1937)s P. 83.
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was renouwned throughout Euz-ope,5 and Padua also head a
first~rate medical school, The University of Padua was a
focal point Tor Averrolsm, and this was eapecially the case
in the medical school.6 Concerning Averroism, Scholz says:
"Fadua und Paris waren die beiden Hauptzentren des Averro-~

!17

ilamus. This had important implications for Harsiglio;e
Tfuture, as we shall subsequently see. BPBologna's most
famous school; of course, was its law achool; end, for its

pre-eminence in this field, the University of Bologna had
gained the name, "Mother of Laws“.s This naturally affected
the emphasls at Paduals university. Pinally, the Univer-
sitles of Bologna and Padua were considered the least
theological of the Furopean universities,9 and this and the
other factors probaebly influenced Marsiglio, who is general-
1y considered to have studled at his home university. The
feme of the University of Padua soon spread to the corners
of FEurope, and the city, grateful for this fame and for

the added revenue from the many s tudents; reciprocated.

She gave the members of the university exceptionel privileges

E”.3'4. 0'Sullivan and J. F. Burns, op. cit.; p. 328

6&. G, Coulton, Medieval Panorarna (Csmbridge: The
Macmillan Co., 1939), Be HB2e

7R. Scholz, "Marsilius von Padua und die Idee der
Demokratie;" Zeltschrift fur Politik, I (1907), 65.

SJ. 0tSullivan and J. F. Burns, ops. cit., p. 320
%. G. Coulton, Ope Sitss Pe W49
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in her laws in 1260.10 In 1296 she began to salary the
professors,ll who were undoubtedly grateful for the security
of this stipend, which contrasted so considerably with the
uncertainty of depending on the fees of the students.

Padua was one . of the most proppercus trading citles in
Italy at that time,lz and Italy was the mosat prosperous
trading country in the world, Much of her trade was in
luxuries, and she dealt with both the East, the so-called
Levantlne trade, end the West, England, Belgium and the
ﬂetharlands.l3 Thi=z not only made her rich; but it also
put her in contect with most of the civilized world and
made her a moalt cosmopoliten city in which to be raised,

Politically, Padua was very active, When Marsiglio
was born, she was a free city and was flercely proud of
hor independence. However, she had not always been free,
nor would she retain her independence uninterruptedly,.

It had only been in 1256 that she had been freed from the
i

tyranny of BEzzallno da Romano, and in the next century
Emperor Henry VII held her in vassalage for some time, but

for the whol: second half of the Thirteenth Ceniuwry she was

_ 100. We PrevitGCOrton, "Marsilglio of Padua, Dootrines,"
English Historical Review, XXXVIII (1923), 2.

11ypid., p. 3.
127514, , p. 2.

137, 0'Sullivan and J. F, Burns, op. Clt., pe 680,
g, w, Previté-Orton, op. Sit.s Pe 2.
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free, and she did all that was in-her power to maintain
that freedom. The biggest threat to her independence came
from the larger citles, who were constantly trying to en-
Jarge thelr spheres of influence, a trait which was not
unique to that time ndr tc that place; It was her hatred
and fear primarily of Ghibelline of Milan'® and of Verona
with its hated Ghibelline tyrant, Albsrto della 80313,16
that made her a Guelph éity and kept her that. She was
the most intensely Guelph clty In the Northeast, as Florence
wes in the East‘17 On the one aide she had Milan, on the
other, the Pope, so she choae-the lesser of the two evils
as lar as she was concerned and sided with the Papeacy;
risking her freedom to preserve its She could not resist
& f'ew Imperialistic leanings of her own; however; and she
became the "protector" of some of the snmaller cities of
Guelphic leanings in the iJoyous™ Veronese Mardx.la This
seemed to be & fairly‘gatisfaotory arrangement all around,
however, although Viaeﬁza-appeared to be happy enough to be
rid of her domination during the early years of the Fourteenth

Century, As for her form of govermment, her republicanism

ISJ. We Allen, "Marsilio of Padua gng Madieva% geggla-
rism,” The Social and Political Ideas of Some Great Medla-
eval,ThIEEers, ed. F'e Js Ce. Hearnshew (London: G, 0. Harrap
and CO,p, Lbdep 1923), Pe 170 Allen for some reason calls
Padua a Ghibelline city, which is certainly a slip of the pen.

160. W PreVité:iortﬂn. ODe. Cit.g Pe 2.

17J. Haller, "Zur Lebegsgeschichte des Marsilius von
Padus,"” Zeltschrift fur Kirchengeschichte, XLVIII (1929), 171.

/
1803 We PreVitﬁ"orton’ 92_. Oit., Pe Se
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was not much different from that of the other free Itallan
communes.19 At the head of her govermment stood four
conaiglia,go wihose duty it was to run the affairs of the
cibys Freedom from outside domination of any kind wes one
of the ruling passions in the heart of every citlzen of
Padua, and that feeling was ingrained into Marsiglio'a
character also,

What was the staete of the Church in Padua at this time?
Positlively, we have little evidence, but negatively we have
very much, Padua was characterized by & virulent hatred
not anly‘of the Papacy, which wes more or less her ally
againgt the Ghlbellines, but also of the clergy in general.21
There were meny reasons for this situation; and Previtée
Orton sums up them and their consequences admirably.22
The 1mmunity of the clergy was resented in Padua most
bitterly., The clergy and lay orders refused to pay taxes
or to help repalr the dikes and bridges, a most vital
activity for the Paduans. As landowners, tThey were respon=-
sible for a shars of the expense involved, which was
conaiderables The wicked habits of the priests, hablts in

which all the clergy shared, were notorious and most offensive

191p14,
203.. Secholz, OpB. eltey Po 75
21y, W, Allen, op. ite, Pe 171.

220. Ve PrevitéZOrton, ggi 6its; PpPe 3«4, I have selec~-
ted these facts almost literally out of these pages.
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to even the cosmopolitan Paduans, The commune took the
proper measures te curb the priests., In 1276 they passed
laws which mede 1t virtually impossible for a cleris to
prosecute a claim against a layman, The eccleslastical
courts were prevented from infringing on the civil rights
of citizens of Padua, and the podosta of the city was
debtermined to stop any injuries inflicted by those courts
unless the sentence was confirmed by the council of the
commune, In 1282, since the bishop did not punish the orimes
of the clergy, the fine for killing a cleric was reduced
to cne Venetian groat, probably an alle-time low in that
category. Apparently there was no shortage of groats, and
the worthy Paduen citlzens took advantage of the bargein
gale of the lives of clerics., The passege in which that is
described is worth quoting:

Et multi presbiieri, c¢lericil et religlosl fuerunt

occlsi in Pedua . . « quoniam tunc fuerat per

commune Paduae stabilitum . . . ut pro homicidio

commisso in personam alicuius ecclesiasticae

perscnae condemnarl debeat homiclda solummodo in

uno denario vensto grosso; quod statutum factum

fuerat propter mulbta ot enormia scelera, quae come=

mittebantur per clericos,; de quiggs nulla fiabat

justitia per episcopum paduanum,
This was a Tine state of affairs, and the pope soon reacted
by imposing excommunication and the interdict on the city.
Pinally, in 1289, after long negotiatlons; %he oity yielded
somewhat. That did not prevent her from putting further

limitations on the exemptions of the lay orders in 1299,

aslbid.g Pe 3.
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though., The Paduans hated the Inquisition especially, and
apparently they had good cause to do so, for in 1302
Bonliface VIII sent up Dominicans to replace the Fransiscens,
who had been convicted of malversation in the administration
of the Holy 0ffice. It is hardly necessary t o mention that
Boniface VIII was not agcustomed to give in teo any seculer
powers unless they had pretty solid ground for their requests,
Thus, Padua appears as one of the early champlions of the
lalty against ecclesiastical domination and jurisdiction,
and that attitude certainly shows up most prominenily in
the character and wrltings of Padua¥s outstanding product
of the late Thirteenth Century, Marsiglio. For him,
coercive authority and the power of the law must reaide
in the secular ruler alone, otherwise there will be strife
and multiplicity of suthority., He sums up his attitude in
the following words:

the pope decreed all the clergy exempt Irom secular

law, thus inducing schism in the state and a

plurality of sovereign govermments withia it, This

1s the mnot and origin oguthe plague from which the
Italian kingdom suiflers,.

The Birth of Marsiglio

In Padua, then, into that seething center of polltical
ferment, intellectual activity, and commercial prosperity,

was born Marsiglio, the hero of our tale. This much is

2hrpida,, p. 6.
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sures Maraiglio was born, and that historic event took
place in Padua, but beyond that there 1s hardly a major
point in his life upon which there 18 complete egreement
anong scholars who have done originel work on this topic.
This lack of agreement ls caused by a lack of authoritative
sources, and that lack is caused by a number of factors:
the span of years waich separetes him from usj the income
plete records of the time and the loss of even some of
those that were prepared; the variety of Marslglio's
occupations: doctor, lawyer, theologlan, teacher, poli-
ticiany his seeming inability to remain in one place for
an extended period of time, resulting in wanderings throughe
out Italy, France, end Germany; and the vigorous condemnae
tion by successive popes, which prevented chroniclers from
going into detall sbout his life without falling into
official disfavor.zs

Perhaps the widest variation of opinion is centered
around the actual date of Marsiglio's birth, Until now,
8s far as I could discover, there has not appeared one
single pisce of positive evidence as to just when Marsiglio
entered the chaotic Paduan acene from the sheltering womb
of his mother, about whom silence has been kept both in

Church and State. About his father, more later. (One can

25¢, K, Brampton, "Marsiglio of Padue, Life," English
Historical Review, XXXVII (1922), 501, .
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cast a roving eye on the Italian matrons of today and
speculate about his mother?s appearance, for much wheat end
leas meat have always been ths staples of the fertile plains
of the Narth of Italy., Actually, however, we have no
Iinformation at all about Marsiglio's mother. Women of the
lower classes played as aubordinate a role in the freedom-
loving Itallen cities as they did in leas politically
advanced areas, bub their day wes rapidly approaching,
Considering how little we lnow about Marsiglioc himself,
it is small wonder that we know nothing about his mother,
who did nothing to distingulsh hersslf except perform her
natural function of bearing children; 1t just so happens
that she bore a genius, If she had borne a saint; we
might know a little more about her,) Lacking any real
evidence about the date of Marsiglio's birth, scholars
have been thrown upon the resowrces of their iImagination,
which they can exercise upocn the few scattered subaequent
facts and Tictions which are related to this problem.

The major source of information about the life of
our subject is a semiwbiographical poem by his disﬁinguished
friend, Mussato, a Paduan poet-statesman-historian who lived
from 1262 to 1329.26 This poem is at times very vague and

at times humorous, so that its value as an historiecal

363. Re Tanner, Z. N, Brookei and C, W, Previté-Orten,

editors, The Cambridge Medieval History (New York: MNammlle
lan Co.y m 9 ] 55.
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document used for verifying facts and dates is somewhab
questionable, Scholz describes 1t as follows: ® . « « die
halb scherzhafte, schwer verstandliche und schlecht ubere
lieferte poetische Epistel des Albertino Mussato.”27
However, one must make the best of what one has, and Haller
for one basez almoast his entire exposition of the life of
Marsiglio on thils poem, thoughtfully appending hls edition
of the original to the end of his article., It 1z most

interesting to observe the use which the various scholars

make of this poem, If it agrees with their theories;

they quote it as if it were straight history., If it disagrees,

they polnt out its ironic and humorous nature,

At the time when Mussato wrote his loving eplstle to
his friend, he ended his communication with the followlng:
"Fertile tempus habes pulchra florente iuventa, quo. te
restituas, si te regat insita virtua,“as Now, these lines
present two problems In determining its relationship to ths
birth of Marsiglio, dJust whab doea pulchra florente iuventa

mean and when was this poem written? The former, as it is
used, depends not only upon the meaning which its own age
with its ideas of "youth® and youth's age limits but also

upon the respective ageé of addressor and addressee., Anyone

27Maraiglio de Padua, Defensor Pacls, ed. by R. Scholsz
{Henover: Hahnsche Buchhandlumg, 1932)y Pe. 1ive

287, Haller, op. cite, Pe 197, 1. 99=100.
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who has seen "Grandma" having a tea party with "the girls”
or who has heard one's grandfather addreass one's father
as "young men" will understand the latter point. (Even
used objectively the term "young" or "youth® is rarely
defined with eny degree of accuracy.) What did Mussatofs
age consider young? Previté~Orton thinks that pulchra
florente iuventa means under rirty.z9 No doubt he has

some grounds for seying this, but it seems almost prepose

terous; since the average life expectancy of the time

could not have exceeded that by much and may not have even
attained that figure, O course, many men lived many years
past fifty, witness ihe venerable Pope John XXII, who was
elected to that exalted offlce st the ripe old age of
seventy.

However, he was certainly an exception, If we accept
Previte«Ortonts figure as the terminus ad quem, we can
probably set the terminug a quo in general at aboub twenty
and 1nvparticular, considering the content of the poem
and everything that Marsiglio had done according to 1ts
euthor (including study at homs, medical study sbroad; army
service, two years of study, and then a second departure
from scudy), at between twenty-five and thirty, we have a

range of from twenty to twenbtyefive years which the term

29Marsiglio de Padua, Defensor Pacis, ed., by C. W.
Previté-Orten (Cambridge; University Press, 1928); p. X.
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pulchra florente iuventa could cover. That range of

variation is precisely the range of variation in the esti-
mates of the date of Mavsigliofs birth. Also, because of
that range, there can be no value in determining the effect
of the relative ages of Marsiglio and Mussato on the meaning
of the term.

Thus, we kaow that Marsiglic wes born from twenty-five
to fifty years before the poem was written, The next gues=
tion one must answer 18, "When was the poem written?" That
may help us to narrow down the range of possible birth dates;
and it will slso be crucial for determinling the subsequent
chronology of Marsigllio's life, Here, too, there 1s
considereble variety in the dates which are assigned to the
weiting of this poem, According to various estimates,
Mussato wrote nis metrical eplstle some time between 1312
30

and 1326, This whole question hinges around one statement

31

in the poem: Paduae dum regna manerent, which was the

time when Marsiglio left home apparently for the first time,
That elause has besen interpreted in two radically different
ways., The majority of scholars Interpret 1t as meaning
"when Padus was politically free®, referring to the time
between 1256, when Egzzalino da Romano ruled them, and 1311,
wnen Henry VII, King of the Romans, descended upon Lombardy

3°R. Soholz, editor, Defensor Pacis, p, liv.

315, Haller, op. cibe, Pe 195, 1. 19.
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and received the iron crown at Milan on January 6. Padua
also accepted an imperial vicar and paid tribute.32 This
also is generally cmnsidered to refer to thse time when
Padua was ruling over Vicenza, when it had a regnum,
Heller, on the othef hand,; tresnslates the term "when the
king ruled in Padua", "when the kingdom lingered in Padua",
when the king stopped off in Padua".33 Since that never
happened, he thinks it means "when in Padua a kingly rule
obtaineﬁ“, just the opposite from the other scholars, in
other words, This occurred when Bishop Aimo of Genf; a
vicar of Henwy VII, atayed there from jJune 20, 1311, until
March 15, 1312, at which time the emperor's men were
foreibly ejectedeBh Haller thinks it is nmuch more reasonable
that ﬁuséatc would refer to a limited period of nine months
to recell something to Marsiglio?s mind rather than to a
period of Cifty~five years, which the other Interpretation
would involve, On that we must agree, Now let us back
track a little before we conclude this line of reasoning,

In his poeim,35 Mussato reminds Marsiglio that at an

earlier time, Paduse dum regna manerent, he wavered between

medicine and law., Mussato, knowing Marsigliois character,

32¢, K, Brampton, 0p. €it.y Ps 502.
333, Haller, op. Sites P. 172.
3&22&90

35Ibid., ppe 195197
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advised him to study medicine, since he could attain fams
and fortune more quickly in that field., His youné friend
took his advice and left home and family with his medical
books in order to study medicine, After some time; he
forsook his studies and entered the service of Cangrande
dells Scala and Matteo Viasconti. Apparently not satisfied
with that life, he studled with an "agregius doctor"™ for
two_years, and then went back into the affalrs of the world,
evidently in the service of the Germens, It was at that
time that the letber was writiten; pleading with him to
retura to scholarship before it was too late. All the
events that took place in the poem would involve a minimum
of about five years and a probable maxirmum of fifteen,

Now if Paduae dum reznsa manerent referas to the time

between 1256 and 1311, then the poem could have been written
at any time between 1261 and 1326, which means that the
term would have no value in dating the poem. However, 1if
we btranslate it as Haller does, dating Marsigliot!s departure
from home in 1311-12, that narrows the possible time of the
poemt?s actual composition to the perlod between 1317 and
1327, I must say that I am much more convinced by Haller's
reagoning and the way in which he subsequently works oub

the chronology of Marsiglio's life than I am by the con=-
elusions of Brampton end others; therefore; I shall follow
his lead in this respects The actual date which Haller
assigns to the writing of the epistle 1s 1319, Jjust befors
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Marsiglio's return to Parin.36 Previt5:0rton, believes
that it was written after Marsiglio had fled to Germeny
in 1326.3T He bases this on the following lines: "Iusta
ne¢ uniuvs teneant nos vincula papas. Quid prohibet multos
hoe nostro tempore papas Conceaslisse suls fundos et praedia
posae?"Bﬁ He belleves these lines indlcate that Marsiglio
wag known as an opponent of the pope. Haller discounts this
on the bhasis of the fect that it would be improbable for
Mussato to be urging Marsigllo to return to scholarship
before it ls too late 1f the latter had slready writiten
the Defensor Pacis and had become ldentified with Ludwig

the Bavarien.39 However, I think Previté-Ortonts interpree
tabion of the above~guotad lines to be a tenable one, i

not exclusively so. Ths news of the Defensor Pacis reached

Italy father slowly, and exact detalls were especially late
in arriving there, Marsiglio had left his studiss before
and had returned; perhaps he would do so again. Could not

the germanus enaiauo to which Mussato refers be that of

Ludwig the Bavarian? After all, it seems that Marsiglio
and Jean de Jandun were disguised as mercenaries for theilr

fiight, The evidence is not conclusive either way; the

361bid., pe 18L.

37Marsiglio de Padua, Op. Cite; Ce Wo Pe=0s, od., p. ix,
38J. Haller, Ope Cit.; Pe 197, 11l. 89«91,

3b1d., pe 170, 4Orpia,, pe 195, 1. 9.
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importent thing Haller and Previte-Orton agree upon--the
later date of Mussatols poem and the effect that has upon
the chronclogy of Marsigllot'as life, which I shall follow
ia this theais,
Wnat ig the relationship of this conclusion bto the

birth of Marsiglio? Let us sum up the present situation,
Mussato wrote his poem to Marsiglio between 1317 and 1327,

The use of the term pulchra florente iuventa in the poem

requiree that Mersiglio be no younger thanm twenby-five
ané 1o older than fifty. We have now reached the limlts
of the possibilities which the poem presents as far as the
bilrth of Marsiglio is concerned. Those limits are the
years from 1267 to 1302, For reasons we ghell soon give,

the terminus ad quem ls untenable; therefore, sc far we

have reached one conclusion about the life of Marsigllios
he was not born beforve 1267; that is, if you aceept the
authenticity of the poem and believe that Mussato wes not

joking when he used the term pulchra florente iuventa

in connecbion with Marsigllo, the latter of which especially

vou would be completely justified in assuming., So far,

everything has been guessework; we shall now attempt to find

the terminus ad quem, this time using more reliable and

factual material.

The first fact whlch we can determine with complete
certainty in the 1life of Marsiglio 1s that at the end of
1312 and the beginning of 1313 he gerved as the rocstor of



- e e

20
Paris University. There were certain requirements for
thosze that filled this position, and, by determining thsae,
we can discover at least the latest date posaible for
Maraiglio's birth, To do this, we shall have to jump
ahead somewhat In our narrative., The only acadenic require-

mont for the rectorship was ths degree, Maglster artium.

Since the middle of the Thirteenth Century, in order to
obtain the masterts degree, one had to have attained ths
age of twenbty years and had to have studled from four to
fivs years.kl It 1s not certain whether Marsiglio arrived
in Paris with a degree from the University of Padua or
whether he took his masterts degree right there in Paris,
but at or soon after his arrivel in Parls at the end of
1311 he apparently had 1t,42 and it 1s certain that he had
it a year later when he assumed hls dubties as the rector of
the wniversity. Haller points out that two regulations
which are sometimes applied in this matter do not apply.
The first had become obsoletes it was one of the Statutea
of Roberts of Courcon, written in 1215, which required an
age of twenty-one years and six years of study for the

maaterts degrea.u3 The other was not yet in force; this

was & regulation first attested for the Fifteenth Century

Ylrpid,, pe 17l
h2rpia,

431pia,, p. 17he ©. K. Braupton calls this statute a
bull o
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in which the occupant of the rectorship must have taught
8ix years before he became eligible.#u Thus, we can set
ﬁﬁe years 1l291-92 as the lateat possible for the birth date
of Maraeiglio, If you think it rather unlikely tThat a twenty-
ones=year«old foreigner should be elected to the rectorahilp
- of the Univeralty of Paris, Haller very kindly will allow
you to subtract one or two yoars for good measure, making
hin twenty-two or twentysthree at the time of his election.hg
At eny vate, we have now determined as best we can the widest
limits for the year of Marsigliofs birth; 1267 to 1292,
How do the decislons of the various scholars fit into these
limits? We have the satisfaction at leaat that no one
excoeds these limits at either end. Riszler chooses the
earliest date of all the scholars, 1270, which gives him a
three=year margin.h6 Previte~Orton conjectures that he was
born between 1275 and 1230'h7 to which Scholz adds his
aaaent,ua Brampton 1s substantially in agreement with these

two scholarsj only he is more definlte and seis the date

at 1278.u9 The nearer extreme is repressented by Haller5°
L'*"'-L:U:ﬂ.d.,. pe 1Tk h5Ibid., Ps 175.

”60. K. Brampton, op. cit., p. 501.

47yapsiglio de Padua, Defensor Pacis, ed. C. W. Previte-
Orton, op.-cit., P. ixs

uaMarsiglio de Padue, Defensor Pacis, ed. R. Scholz,
ope. cit., p. liv,

J""“QG. K. Brampton, op. oit., Pe. 501,
507, Haller, op. cit., Pe 1Ti
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who set 1291 and 1290 as the dats, respectively,
which gives them a one to twoeyear margin, Almost any of
these views is Justifiabley, but I am inclined toward the
later dating of Haller for roasons which Ishell adduss in

and Hurant9’1

the auwccseding chapters,
Marsiglio®s Pamily

Although we know nothing of Marsiglio's mother, we
have a few facts about his fathers His name, as indicated

by Mussabo, was Bonus Matthneus;Ez which is found in several

variations, inecluding Bonmatteogs-and Bunmntheusnbu A Paduan

document of April, 1265, indicates that Bormatheus; son
of Jehannes de Hainardinis; was acting as notary of the
University of ?aduaess This was a respectable oeccupatlon,

but herdly one of spesial distinction, In faelb, Harsiglilo
56

was born into e guite common family,” for he is considered

a regular Faduan EcgolaneS? and is celled civis Paduanus

5’100' Ko Bx’mﬁptong 92. 23—20" Peo 5010
525, Haller, op. oites Pe 195, lo 2

536. Wo Preovite«Orton, "Marsiglioc of Padua, Doctrines”,
> 2 cites Peo ,-l»o

bhc K;'Bbampton, ope €1ty Ps 502 sslbid.. Pe 501,

s Le Poole, Illustrations of the History of Hediseval
mho ﬂht {London: wi §ate, BBL) s Pe e
it a "plain burghnr!s family".

bfnarsiguo de Padus, op. clbe, ede Co Wo Previté-orten,
Po ix,
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plebeius by his friend Musaato.58

There is some queation
about his family name, but it is quite certain that it 1is
Mainardini,sg which also 1s spelled in a varlety of ways;
such as, Maynardine, Malnardinis and Marquardino, 0 This
name is the one'most frequently used in the documents of
the day, In a bull of John XXII a canonry is gilven to

Marsiglio de Maynardino, author of the Defensor Pacis.él

The mix-up resulted because Riezler claimed that the family
neme was Raimondini.62 He based this upon the fact that
Mussato calls him "Marsilius de_Raymnndinia". However,
this is the only instance in which this family name is

usad,63 end Riezler subsequently reversed himself In this

6l

m&ttera
Maraiglio!s Youth

How we enter into one of the many completely obscure
portions of Marsiglio's life, his youth, This is the period
which extends from his brith until 1312-13; when we know

he was in Paris and became the rector of the University.

SsIbid., p. ix. 590. W, Previté-Orton, op. olte; Pe ke

6QJ.vSullivan "Mersiglio of Padua and William of Ock=
ham," American Historical Review, II (1896-97), L410.

610. K. Brampton, ope clt.; Pe 502,
62

63

Je Sullivgn, Ope Cit.; Pe 410,
C. K. Brampton, op. cite, p. 502,
6“5. Sullivan, op. ¢it., p. 410,



2l
For some this 1s a longer period than for others, and all

those that date Mussato's poem early would include all of
the activities contained therein in this period.és However,
I am following Haller's chronology, and I ishall treat most
of those matters, including his refutation of their
chronology, in later chapters,

It seems fairly certain that Marsiglio began his
education at his home-town university.66 This would be
only natural, especially since his father was employed
by that institution. Most boys at that time began to study
at the university when they were fourteen or fifteen years
old, slthough Marsiglio may have begun one or two years
later, which would make 1306-07 the latest time when he
became a Etudent.67 {The course lasted five or six years,
ending when the student was about twenty years old, which
18 the main reason I chose that figure as the earliest
general time when one could use the term pulchra florente
iuventa to describe some one, Then 1ife truly began to
bloom.) One of the subjects he studied was undoubtedly
medicine, which he studied in the Averroistic medical school,
for Mussato relates that when he left he took his medical

6SFor exemple, Brampton, Riezler, and Valois,
661\'131’31.8110 de Padua’ 220 _gj_-_t_o. ed. Re SGhOlz, Pe 1liv,
67Jo Haller, QBQ _B_Lti_op PPe l?h";.
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books with him.68 Previté-Orton believes that he had already
qualified in medicine by 13:|.2l.,,‘69 but he has no evidence to
prove 1t except Mussato's letter; which is insufficlent
because of its uncertain dating. He probably also studied
phllosophy there, but one cannot tell whether he received
a degree in that field.7o It is also purely conjectural
whether he came in contact with the renowned Paduan Aver-
roist, Peter dt'Abano, here or elsewhere,

One of the great questions of this period is whether
or not Marsiglio studlied law at Orleans, One reason this
question is answered positively is to solve the legend thatb
Mersiglio was a famous jurisconsult who had been sent by
the University of Orleans along with the reat of its
delegation to plead with the king for permisaion to
enlarge the scope of its activities.71 This is ebsed on
e passage in the Defensor Pacis in which he states that

he saw, heard, and experienced how the University of Orleans

through envoys and letters attempted to share somse of the

681b1d., pe 196, 1o L3.

69 te-0rton
Marsiglio de Padua, ope clbe; ed. Ce W. Previte-Orton,
Pe ix, C, K? Bramptong gg."%it., P« 503, agrees, basing

his conclusion on the use of the term sicum in the title
of the poem and considering 1312 as the ¢ake when The poem
was written,

?OJ. Haller, 22. 9__1_-1;_.3 Pe 1730
71Co Ko, Brampton, 92; E__j;b_.’ Pe soua
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privileges of Paris Univeraity.72

These events took place
at the end of 1312, Since 1305 Orleans had hed a privileged
university, but only for civii and canon law. It was

Lfirat in 1312 that they made attempts to set up an arts

facuvlty, but the king uneguivocally forbade it on December 21,

Il._'BlE.’.?3 This 1s the time when we are sure that Marsiglio
had been elocted as ?ectar of’ the Unlverslty of Paris,
Thus, this not only does nct prove that Marsiglioc was a
student at Orleans; but 1t also proves all the more con=-
clusively that at the end of 1312 he was in Paris as a
menber of the teaching magters of the University, in a
position of authority, and thus having an opporbtunlty %o
see the goings-on., Thls is the positlon not only of Haller,
but alsc of Riezler and Valois¢74 There are other ressons
why scholars do not think he studied &t Orleans. One is
that Riezler could find no evidence of the fact in the
annalg of the Univeraity there. However, & complete
rotulus was rare at any university,75 and evidently his
stay there could not have been too extensive in any case.

A more valid argument against his studyiqg at Orleans is

127, Haller, ope ¢ibes; PPe 175 fe
"31bid., pe 1760

Thg, K. Brampton, op. ¢ite, Pe 505.
753212'
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the claim that he displayed a complete lack of knowledge

7  previté=Orton gives him oredit for knewing &

of law,
little about canon law; but that is about as far as hs will
so.?? Riezler and Valois tesﬁify also to his ignorance

of ecivil law. Any knowledge of civil law displayed in the

Defensor Pacis they credit to Jean de Jandun. "However,®

queries Brampton, "what about the Defensor HMinor, in which

Jean had no hand ab a:l.:l.?"?8 'Scholz, on the other handg
substantiates the claim of those that say that Marsiglio
was no learned Jurlst by pointing out the limited use of

9
Juristic sources in the Defensor Pacia.? There is some

positive evidence about the fact that Marsiglio may have
studied law, even though he perhaps did not know very much
about it, The main plece 1s the statement of Ludwlig the
Bavarian in which he told Benediect XII that the reason he
retained Marsiglio and Jean in his service deaplite the fact
that they had been excommunicated was that they were of
value to him as\laﬂyers.Bo Knowing Ludwig'!s great capacity
for hedging and circumventing the truth for his own purposes,
this statement has little value, Brampton conjecturas that
Marsiglio did study at Orleens, and thus became better

703, Haller, ope eibey Ps 175

MTyarsiglio de Pedus, op. Sites de C. W. Previteé-Orton, p. x.
780. K. Brampton, Op. eit.; P. 505.

79Marsiglio de Padus, op. ¢it., ed. R. Scholz, p. 1lxiv,

80¢, k. Brampton, op. citey Po 505
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suited by age and experience for the rectorship at Paria.al
Haller rather conclusively squelches that, however, when
he points out that Parls saw in Orleans a very unwelcome
rival at that time, and anyone coming from there was not
at all especially welcome.ea Brampton has a telling point,
however, when he comments that Marasiglio?s wavering between
medicine and law, which Mussato indlicates in his poem,
would hardly be plausible 1f he had not devoted some time
to the study of it as well as of medioine‘BB Haller again
counters by wondering why, if he had studled law, which
was posslible, he did not de that at homegau After all,
Padua was a migrant from the great "Mother of Laws",
Bologna University., This is probably especially the case,
because Mussato, speaking of the time when Marsiglio,
taking his advice to stop wavering between law and medicine
and choose medicine with its emoluments in prefersence to
the long walting and disappointing uncertainty of the bar,as
left home to study medicine, undoubtedly at Paris, describes
his departure in a way which seems to indicate that before

then he had stuck pretty close to home, This would

812259-

82;, Haller, op. citey Po 176.

830, K. Brampton, op. 8ite., Po 505,
84y, maller, op. 8ite, Peo 176.

85¢, k. Brempton, op. cibes Po 503,
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eliminate the possibllity of a period of study at Orleans,
gsince no one can fit it in after his Parisian period.86

Where do we stand now? BSo far we have determined that
Marsiglio was born In Padua of relatively humble parentage
around 1290, After a period of study at the local univer-
8ity, including probably medicine, philosophy, and perhaps
law, he sought the advice of his older friend; Mussato,
who advised him to take up the study of medlecine. To do
this, he left his family and homeland behind him around

1311l-12, Paduae dum regna manerent, and we next find him

in Paris., That takes us to the next chapter,

86J. He.ller, ODe. Git.’ Pe 1736



CHAPTER III
THE YEARS OF WANDERING
Paris

And so Marsiglio went to Peris, and here we muat pause
for a moment, for one cannot pass by a beautiful lady without
at least a passing glance. We today would perhaps stand
aghast at the sights, aounds, and smells of Paris at that
time, but among western Ewropean cities of the age she
vas gqulte a jewsl., Her great cathedrel had been completed
almost a century before, and her unigue location contri-
buted much to her beaubty. She had lately been the scene
for the somewhat less thgﬁ beautiful turmoil between the
Papeaocy and the king of Fnahae, in which the latter, Philip
the Fair, dealt some oﬁ-thé most telling doath blows to
the medieval papacy. ih tpe background of this struggle
of E-ate versus Church was the popular opposition to
absolutism of any kind”'éither govérnmental_or ecclesias-
tical.l The University of Paris sided with the king in
his attitude toward the papéoy and in his appeal from the
pope to a general counéil.z The end result of the conflict
was that the king aecured‘ﬁhe electlion of a French pope

o it | die Idee der Demoe
R, Scholz, "Marsilius von Padua und
kratie," Zeitschrift fur Politik, I (1907), 69.

27, W. Allen, "Marsilic of Padua and Medimeval Secularism,"

The Sociasl and Political Jdeas of Some Great Mediaeval
Thinkevs, ed. F. J. Hearnshaw (Londonj §. G. Harrap & CO.,

LEa'D I§23)p Pe 1670
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and & majority of French cardinals, with the subsequent

removal of the papal court to A.vignon.3 The university
was one of the most venerable and influential institutions
of ita kind; and 1% became the mother and grandmother

of other universities. In theoclogy 1t held firat place
among all medieval universities,h Her medical achool
ranked with those of the Universities of Bologna, Salerno,
and Montpellier in its excellence.s Lanfrance had taught
there in this depertment at the end of the Thirteenth
Century, and his fame and tradition atill lived on there.6
The University itself had developed from the cathedral
schoole of Hotre Deme, St. Genevieve, and 3t. Victor,

with Notre Dame retaining the most influential positione7
By the beginning of the Fourteenth Century, the university
was becoming more and more independent of the schools from
which 1%t originated, and it had few rivals in Europe as

a2 center of thought and education, Paris was one of the
most likely places a young man anxious to obtain fame,

fortune, and an education would go., SO Marsiglio, desirous

3Ibid., pp. 167 fs

hO. J. Thatcher and F, Schwill, Eurcpe in the Middle
Age (New Yorki Charles Scribner'!s Sons, 96), Pe OO0,

SJ. 0'Sullivan and J. F. Burns; Medleval Europe (New
Yorks F. S, Crofts, 1943); pe 328.

6 t of Centurles
Jo Jo Walsh, The Thirteenth, Greatest o
(12th editiong New Tork: Fordaam University Press, 1952)s P. 07

75, 0'Sulliven and Jo F, Burns, Ope oit., Pe 320,
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of obtaining all three, appeared in Paris shortly before
1312,

University Rectorship

I% has always been something of a problem that ths
first poaltlive evidence that we have about Marsigliot's
presence Iin Paris involves his election to the rectorship |
of the university. It seems rather strange that an apparently
young man with little reputation and as little wealth, a
foreigner of humble origin, should be chosen to thls post,
Valols has him coming to Paris as a "celebrite naissante",
but he has no evidence to uphold this statement,; even
though the folks at home apparently had great hopeg for
him.8 More likely i1s the supposition that he had been in
Pariz for some time before his election and had bullt up
a reputation for himself. There is no substantial evidence

S
to support that atatement either.” Most scholars feel

that some explanation for his election must be advanced

becauss of the importence of the office. Brampton calls

10
it the highest university magistrature of the timej

11
Sullivan also talks about its importance,  but Haller seems

8 N des Marsilius von
J. Haller, "Zur Lebensgeachlchte des lMar
Padua,” Zeibschrift fir Kirchengeschichte, XLVIII (1929); 17L.

g

Ibidop Pe 1730

100. K. Brampton, "Marsigllo of Padua, Life;" Epglish
Historical Review, XXXVII (1922); P« 505,

11J. Sullivan, "Marsiglio of Padua and Willlam of Ockham,"
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slightly skeptical about that fact, 2 since there is no

positive evlidence adduced to prove his opinion. The standing
of the recotrship was not eatablished until the middle of
the Fourteenth Gentury%3so ihat at Marsiglio?s time it might
not have had the prestige 1t later attained. Originally,

it apparently was a rather subordinate office. It was the
duty of the chancellor of the cathedral to license competent
masters to open schools near the cathedral.lu He retained
this power even after the university developed, for the
Cathedral School of Nobtre Dame was the most influential

of the three that made up the univeréity. The licensed
masters in time formed an association, This Soclety beéame
8 corporate body, more or less a gulld, not later than 1175,
which marks the beginning of Paris University. In 1210
Innocent III recognized this Soclety as a corporation.

hen began a struggle between the masters and the chancellor
of Wotwre Dame to achleve demination, The chancellor was
authorized to license masters; the Soclety admitted the

licentiate to its membership. Both were required in order

to teach at the Universlty. Eventually, the rsctor, the

Americen Historical Review, II (1896-97); L1O.

12Jo Haller; OPe 2&2.’ Pe 1750
l3J. Bullivan, op. citey Pe 410,

Uy, o, Teylor, The Medieval Mind (4th edition;

Cambridge, Mass.p Harvard Trniversity rress, 194l), II,
h13*15og i have excerpted the following informaetion about

Paris University from these pages.
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elected head of the masters,; dlsplaced the chancellor as
the real head of the unlversity, It is rather difficult
to determine at just what stage of development the cbnp
troversy had reached by Marsigliots time,

The rector was elected quarterly and for one term.
Marslglio’s term of rectorship could not have bégun befors
September 1ll, 1312, nor could it have extended past May 5,
1313915 since others were ilnoumbent before and after those
dates, The electlons that year took place on October 10
and Dscember 16, 1312, and on March 19 snd June 22, 131391
It is most probable that his term began on December 16,
1312, and e¢xtended until March 19, 1313, since it is omn
record that he signed two atatutes before the duly~scone-
gregated masters of the four faculties on the Feast of
the Blsssed Gregory, March 12, 1313.17 That appears to
be hiz only offieial act that was preserved for posterity;
it wes one of his duties to assemble the faculties and
propound new statutes, since the old ones were apparently
not always strictly adhered to.ls About his other dutles
we know little, but Haller thinks that the position was

eloser to the contemporéry chairmen of the general student

157, sullivan, op. cit., pe 420.
161014,

176, X. Brampton, ope ¢it.s Pe 50k
1837, sullivan, op. cite, Pe 410.
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cormittees (Allgemeine Studenten-Ausschusse). The

university was organized into four faculties: arts, law,
theolegy, and medicine, each of which had a dean, The
students were organized by nations, usually representing
the bterritorial sections of Europe rather than individual
countries, and each of these had a prosctor. All of these
were uwnder bthe supervision of the rector, who was also the
dean of the arts faculty., Thus, to be chosen rector, one
had to be & member éf the faculty of arts, engaged in
teaching. The reciplent had To swear that he was graduated
from a university having at least twelve teashers and that
he had studied arts during six yeara.zo Apparently
Marsiglio had fulfilled tvhose reduirements. 8ince he had
probably been in Peris not more than one year previcus

%o hiaz election, Haller thinks that he must have done pretty
well in that year, soon revealing his 1nd1vidualitgland
ability, so that hs was elected to the rectorship. It

18 not at all unusual that a foreigner should be elected
to that position, for his predecessor waaagmeric of Denmark
and his successor was Nicholas of Vienna. That fact

regolves one of the difficulties concerning his election,

1930 Haller, ORe 9_5‘-_‘5.} Pe 1750

2OJo 0tSullivan and Js Fe Burns, ODe Git.' PPe 321 f.
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Je Haller, _Oi:’o _c_ijo’ Po 173.
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There 18 another factor that sheds a little light on the
electicn of such a young man to the office of rector.
During the previcus century interest in the arts waned,
and mebaphysical philosophy came to the fore. Study in
the arts came to be looked upon more and more as a prepara=-
tion for advanced work in the other fields of learning,
especially theology. One would obtain his masterfs degree
in arts and then study for a medical or theological degree.
A result of this trend was that the arts courss was shortened

and the number of Magistrl artium increased. These masters

far exceoeded in numbers those of the upper faculfias of
law, theology, end medicinej and they were also conslderably
younger, Because of their numsrical superioriity, the
members of arts faculty were dowinant, and thne other
Paculties acquiesced to thelr deaisions.aB Accordingly,
it is not difficult to conjecture that the fiery Italian
captured the heasrts and the imaginations of his youthful
colleagues 1n short order, and they subsequently elected
~him to the highest office which they could bestow, the
other faculties agreeing, perneps with reluctance, It was
also the rule that most of the arts mesters were actually
students in the higher feculties at the same time.zu

Therefore, Marsiglio might well have been studying medicine

23H. 0¢ Taylo!’, _92& citvi Do }'I'lh'.
241hid., p. 115,
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while he was teaching at Paris, (At that time Paris had
a separate medical faculty; that was not the case at all
universities, for some teught it under the arts faculty as
a branch of philosophy, caliing it ph.ysics,)25 Thus,
in the title of hls poerm, Mussabto calls Marsiglio a physicus,
physieian.26 (He mentlions nothing about Marsiglio's being
a lawyer,]) The textbooks included jJust about all of the
great troatises from classical times on. The work of the
French and German medical historians has revealed that the
course of studles was 1ot 9o theoretical and limited to

at It was

the ancient authoritics as was once believed.
often very practlcal, but in some places aufgary was
frowned upon, especially by the Church, In fact, soon
after 1300 the medlcal faculty of the University of Paris
declared litsell opposed o surgery, but the apparently more
enlightened University of Sologna at about the same tTime
began regular dlssection, an gbsolube prerequisite for
sucecessful surgical practice. Although the barbers often
took care of the surgery, there was not at that time in

most places the present-dey distinction between medicine

and surgar:,ua

251, otsullivan and J. T, Burns, op. cite, p. 328.

26J, Haller, op. elt., 9. 195.

27!]-5 J. ’Walﬂh. 22& _cé'l‘;," Pe 90.

286, G. Coulton, Medieval Panorama (Cambridge: The
Mecmillan Company, 1939)s ppe 4hé=8.
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It 1s interesting to observe the attitude of the .
Church towards surgery., In twelfth snd thirteenthe
century conclllar devrees, the regular clergy were fors
bldden to study or practlce medicine, The followlhg rea-
sona were glven:

s » » abandomment or neglect ol monastlc life

by many clerical doctorsj neglect of the care of

souls or thelr own splrlitusl welfare; avarice;

pursuit of medical practice for purely temporal

advantages; indscoriousnsss; for clergymea9 of

some medlcal work, and danger to modesty.
In 1215 the Fourth Lateren {ounecil forbade all grades of
reguler and sscular clergy to perform surgery involving

0

cautery and inciaion.3 These decrees apparently would

seen to negate the possibility that Marasiglio was a

Franciscan completely and call into question the supposition

that he was a secular priest, although there is no record
that he performed any surgery, and other priests studied
and even taught medicine (William of Brescla, for instance,
who was perhaps Marsiglio's teacher)..

One of the constantly recccurring questlons among
scholers who study this era is the relationship between
Marsiglic end Willlam of Ovkham, There is a rather wide
variation of opinion concerning that problem, and their
proximity in time, place, and ideas has not measurably

eased the pfoblem. Some feel that Oockham influensed

295 or1Sullivan and Jo F. Burns, ope cites Pe 330.
301p14,
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Marasiglio; Iin fact, that 1s the generally-held opinion,
A smaller number feel the opposite is the case, Some feel
there was no Interactlon between the two, end others feel
that they Influenced each other, dJames Sullivan has sure
veyed this fisld admira’oly,ﬂ' and I owe most of my material

to that source,
Willliam of Ockham

It was for many years an accepted fact that Ockham
taught at the University of Paris, the mother of his own
home university, Ozford, It wes there in Paris that he
was suppossd to have come in contact with Marsiglio, whom
he infected with his heretical doctrines concerning tThe
poverty of Christ and opposed to the papacy. Riezler
says: "It was Ockham, who was yet teaching at Paris, who
exercized such a deep influence on the mind of his Itallan
o:!ollea.gt.le.“32 Poole also affirmsy "At that time, the
Invineible Doctor, William of Ockham, held undisputed
supremacy over the minds of the Parisian scholars,">>
Poole continues: ", . » there can be little doubt thab
Marsiglio learned very much from him in the years they
were together in Paria,"j* vet Sulliven maintains that

317, sullivan, ope ¢it., Ppe 409-426, 593-610, HMost of
the material for tﬂiﬁnseﬁﬁon ig drawn from this source.
21b1d., p. bl
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333, L. Poole, Illustrations of the History of Mediaev
Thought (Londons Willlams and NOTE orpate; L00G), P. 204s
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there 1s ro evidence at all that Ockham ever taught in
Paris, and that, if he did, it coineided with one of
Marsiglio's stays in that c¢ity. He also questions whether
35

Ockhara were clder than Marsiglio. (Indeed, Ockham's

life is about as poorly documented es Marsigliots.) Haller

sides wlth Sullivan in this case; for he contradicts

Scholz, who says that Marsigllio based much of his thinking

on the theology end nominelistle phllosophy of the Parisian

schola:ea.,% He contends that the nominalism of the

later Middle Ages, which would have been brought there by

Ockham, were not known in Parish while Marsiglio was thare.37

However, Taylor stoutly meintains that Ockham was lecturing

with distinetion in Paris in 1320,38 which is very close

to the time that Haller assigas to the beginning of

Marsigliots most extended period of residence in Paris,
Sullivan sums up Willlam's life as i‘allawa,39 The

firat certain dete concerning Ockham is a bull of John XXII

directed to the Bishop of Ferrara and Bologng, dated

December 1, 1323, in which he refers to a certain sermon

which Ockhsm was supposed to have preached in Bologne, op-

posing the pope's conception of apostol_io poverty. Shortly

357, Sullivan, op. ¢it., P» Ulbe
367, Haller, spe it., Pe 191
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 aftorward, he was arrested and taken to Avignon to be bried,

He was therc lor almost Jour years, On May 25, 1328, he
esoaped and fled to Plee in the company of Hichsel Ceassna
and geveral others, Plea was ab that time under the control
of Ludwipg, who wae in Rune, Meanwhile John and the orthodox
officiala of hds order were sending out bulls commanding
that he be seized and forbidding anyone to assist him,

June 6, 1328, was the date of his excommunicetion, Most

of tho rest of his life was spent in the service of Ludwig
In Germany, where he undoubbtedly eame into contact with
Marsiglio, He died in 1349, but not before he had taken
steps 1o be rcconciled with Clement VI. Apparently, a
satisfactory arrangement was never reached. and he died
outalde the favor of the Churcn, For his wavering, he
earned the uimost scorn {rom Thomasius, who, in his
Historia Contentionis inter Imperium et Sacerdotium of
1722, has this to say of Ockham: "adulator, homo ambie

dexter, neutralista, timidus, . o  pessimum genus hominum
ad maximaz turbas in Hepublica excitandu.“ua
Phe external proof sbout the relationship between him
and Mersiglic is inconclusive, There is no record of
their heving met before the publication of the Defensor
Pacis, Clement VI, in a speech of July 11, 1343, whieh

was directed primarily sgainst Ludwig and Oclkham, hed

4O1bid,, p. 606.




L2

this to say:
Hoc dicimus propter 1llum Wilhelmum Occam qui
diversos errores contra potestatem et autoritatem
sancte sedis docult et docet, et ab 1llo Guillelmo
g;ggf&i et receplt errores ille Marsiliug et multi
This seems to indlcate & reciprocal influence between the
two, and Poole, whom we quoted before in connection with
the influence of Ockham on Maraiglio, says also the
followingy "Nor on the other hand can it be questioned
that Ockham in his turn fell strongly under the influence
of the Itallian speculator,™ However, an earlier communie
cation from the pope; this time John XXII on Jenuary 21,
1331, eccused the Minorites, among whom Ockham 1s included,
of borrowing the heresy of Marsiglioqhz It is true that
a8 early as 131l certain nominallstlc doctrinea were
condemned at Oxford, but it was not until 1339 and 1340

thet the University of Peris prohibited the teaching of

Ockham?s philosophical dcvct;z'inea.,h'3 Since Ockham had been

execommunicated over ten years befors, and even the correct
teachings of a heretic were viewed with suspicion, it is
possible that his philosophical teachings reached paris
only very slowly. At any rate, his first anti-papal 1
writings appeared perhaps in 1330, at the latest 1332,}'"4
well after the completion of the Defensor Pacis, Indeed

MMOQ De ll-l6e Ll'albid.’ Pe !}26.
L'.Bl;b_i.g:ﬁ'a Pe 6060 MIbid.. Pe u-lB.
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Qckham clesarly implies in his letter Ad Fratres Minores

that he had not even opposed the pope until 1328 and then
only on theological and not political grounds.hs This

was also after the appearance of the Defensor Pacis,

80 on this one point Ockham definitely did not influence
Marsiglio, and the shoe might well have been on the other
foot, Thus, the external evidence indicates that Ockham
end Marslglio did not even meet until after the publication
of the Defensor Pacis, that no anti-papel writings of

Ockham had appeared before that time, that nominslistic
philosophy cannot be proved to have held sway in Paris
at that time, and that each was accused of Influencing
the other, That means that, unless that was done mediately,
Ockhem very likely did not influence Marsiglio before the
writing of the latter's greatest work and that the reverse
night well have been possible.

The internal evidence 1s a little more conclusive,
but in a negative way. After diligently comparing the
works of the two Fourteenth Century thinkers, Sullivan
concludes that although they are in agreement in many minor
points, in the essentials, in the foundatlons of their
theories, they not only do not agree, but they are opposed
to each other.h-6 In their teachings about the state they

451p1d., p. L16s
461p14,, p. 425,
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have almost nothing in common. In their doctrines about
the Church they have very little in common, The same
may be sald about thelr views concerning the relationship
between the two, Ockham's primary interest and influence
were theologlcal; Marsigliol!s were politloal.h7 Thus,
both externally and internally i1t is impossible to show a
close connectlion between the twos This 1s somewhat dise-
appointing, for Ockham influenced Luther and Plel, who
also influenced Luther, end we had hoped to be able to
trace a more direct line from Marsiglio to Luther than

is otherwise possible. The reason the nemes of the two

ere often connected is that the minor poilnts on whica

they were agreed were unique for their time; that accentua=

ted and exaggerated the relationshilp between them,
State, Church, and School

The usual smount of conjecture has been expended about
the years between the end of Marsiglio!s term as rector
of the University of Paris in 1313 and the next certain
date we have concerning an actual sctivity of his 1life,
which does not come until 1319, It does not help that the
serles of events which is attributed by some to thils period

8
Seiplased i Lts enbinstyiuerive 1BL3 Hyiinbhors

W1pid., p. 607.
485, Haller, op. cibe, Pe 167
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That 18 determlned by the dating of Mussatols poem,
wnieh we are setting late;, so that we agree with the firat
of the two groups mentioned in the preceding sentence,
We shall see that Marsigllot's l1life falls very nicely into
this pattern, whlle those that date the poem early have
8ix years of complete silence during one of the most
crucial periods of his life, the period after he had
achieved a certain degree of prominence as the rector of
& great and famous unlversity and })e.f.‘ore he wrote the
work which would preserve his name and fame for centuries,

After Mavsiglio completed his term of office, he
undoubtedly continued as ons of the teaching masters in
the faculty of arts. He probably also continued his
medical studles. How long he remalned in Paris at this
time is uncertain, but it probably was not longer than
two years., Mussato does not even mention this perlod,
because, Haller believes, he no doubt consldered it too
short and unﬁnportant.'l‘!‘g {(That is probably also the
reason Haller minimizes the importance of the rectoral
office., All in all, that is probably the weakest point
in Heller's argument for dating the poetic epistle late.)
Two years of teaching were required before one could take

50
the oath and be finally admitted as & master. Since

49n1d., p. 1776
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Marsigllo later returned and taught at the university,
he apparently fulfilled thet requirement, so thet he must
heve remalned in Paris until the fall of 1313 at the
earliest.sl Brampton belleves he stayed in Paris three
years after the end of hds rectorship, studylng and prac-
ticing medicine, Then alsc he supposedly met Jean de
Jandun, Albertino of Casale, Nichael of Cescna, and William
of Ockham,sa After this period, Marsiglioc supposedly
became canon of the cathedral in Padua, This happened
after he had heen in the service of the onemies of the
pope, Cangrande della Secala and Matteo Visconti, which
is alightly improbable.

Haller's account differs consideably in its chronology.
According to Mussato's poem, Harsiglio forsook his studies
first to serve Cangrade della Scala53 and then Matteo
Visconti, who is alluded to by the use of the word Vipera,
since the viper was the animal represented on HMatteo's
shield.Sh Just when did this take place? Haller places
it in the period between 131l and 1316.5 5 to which Schols
aasents.56 It was during this period; after the death of

'glJa Hallel", QEO _c_.-'l_-:t_o » Poe 1760
520 Y K a Bramp ton. .O_Bu 9}-—2‘. ® pﬂ 505.'
53!]-. Haller, _920 g_j':'_t'_. ) Pe 196. li 510

Sulbid., 1. 55. ssIbid., Pe 177,
S6}‘iarsiglio de Padua, Defensor Pacis, ed. R, Scholz

(Henover: Hansche Buchhandlung, 1932}, Pe 1v,
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Emperor Henry VII, in the fall of 1313, that the hostilities
in northern Italy flared up agaln, and the partles
recrganized themselves, with the Ghibellines forming under
the-leadership of Verona and Mallend and their leadera,
Cangrande and Matteo, It is diflficult to surmise how
ar. erdent patriot from one of the principal Guelph eitles
of Italy should suddenly be discuvered in thes camp of the
Ghibellines, It is obvious that liussato disapproved of
this action, end it probably took some persuading to get
Harsiglio to join them., Becausse of that, Haller guesses
that perhaps Marsiglio was already someone who was worthe
while winning ove'r.'..;7 He bases his disagreement with
those that place Marsiglio's period of service ia northern
Italy before the rectorsnip in Farls on the following
grounds, Cangrande wes bora in 1291, and he began to play
an important role only after the appearance of Henry Vil

in Italy., in December, 1311, he became Alleinnerrscher

of Verona, and first ecaoleved real prominence in tihe
wars against Padua (1) in 1312-1lli, WMatteo was a fugltive
from Meiland until Henry VII gave him &n oppdrtunlty to
return at the end of Noverber, 13ll. Thus it was notb
until the time that we know Mersiglio was in Faris that

he would have been able to serve those two. Verona,

57Ju ﬁ&llei', _92‘ E_i_-'E.p p. 176.
=g
58 b1d., p. 171.
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Cangrande’s c¢ity, at that time was the home of the banished
intellectuals of Italy, end it is possible that Marsiglio
met Dante *l:hen.;s9

Maraigliofs firat venture into politics seemingly
did not bring the desired results to him, and he began
to seek some other way to achleve hils amblition, an assured,
respected, influential stabtlion in 1:!.fe.60 Once more he
returned to his studies and perhaps at the same time
turned to the Church. How:he could have been acceptable
to the latter after his service with the antl-papal
Ghibellines is a mystery to me, unless ohe remembers that
1t was not until later that both Matteo and Csngrande
were excommunicated, which occurred for Matteo in 1317-18
and for Cangrande on April 6, 1318.63‘!“" any rate, on
October 1L, 1316, the new pope, John XXII, awarded Marsigllo
with a canonry in the cathedral of Padua, 63 This did
not necessarily indicate that the new pope and Marasiglio
were especially friendly to each other, A new pope always
handed out these posts without kmowing most of the
resipients, Thirty-five others received appointments on

the same day as Marsigllo, and so 1t went on for weekse

590, K. Brampton, ops Cit., Pe 504, His references,
however, is to a later time.

60.:.[.?}50 s Pe 1776

11p1d., p. 181
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This was the usual way in which especially scholars suge

63 Haller thinka that Marsiglio might have

ceadad to offics,
been sont to Avignon as a representative of the uppere
Italian Chibellines to the new pﬁpn.&‘ and it is notb
dmpossible to imsgine thet the pope, learning of Harsiglio's
inconstant spirit, wey have swarded him the canonry in

the hope of winning kim bsek to the Church, sinsce by that
time Harslglic was pemapé a person of some importance, We
know that this appointment wes requesited by Cardinals
Francesco Cactani and Jasepo Stefaneschi, both Romans and
relatives of Boniface ”\fII{:I.,,fzs Whether they made thelir
request es representatives of the Guelph faction in Rome

or as friends of Marsigllo by virbtus of relationship or
bribe is uncerteln, Some think that Marsigllo muat have
been in Padua to receive this appointment, but that was
hardiy necesssry, Haller contends that he probably obtained
at lenet this Cirst appointment in perscn, for he obtained
it fyem the pope by the insistent wegings of two Romans,
vhom the Paduan could hardly have approsched in this reapect

except st the papal court in Avignon. 66 Thus Haller would

have Warsiglio, who perhaps {irst went to Avignon as a
representative of the antlepapal Ghibellines, end up by

& 6l '
3Je Iiallerg '920 eit" po 178‘ Ibid.] pc la\)o
-~
6Byarsizlio ds Pauda, Defensor Pacls, ed. C. Wo Previte-
Orton (Gambr%dgee t!niver;i’ﬁy Fress, S. Pe X
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obtaining for himself a position under the pope, which seems
rather contradictory but which would be right in character
with en opportunlst like Marsiglio, Two years later,
April 5, 1318, John ocalls him his dear son and canon of
Padua and says that he 1s entlitled to the first beneflce
that fell vacant within the bishopric of Padua.67 It is
loglical to assume that he spent the intervening time in
the canonry of the Paduan Cathedral.ea However, it is
impossible to prove that he ever assumed that ofi‘ice,69
although his {riend of now or later; Jean, who received
a canonry in the chapter of Senlis on November 13, 1316,70
did assume his office. Indeed, it is conjectural whether
or not he was ever a cleric, Sullivan states that the
grants of the pope of 1316 and 1318 prove cond usively
that Marsiglio was a member of the secular clergy, although
he admits that the evidence about his being a regular
clergyman is uncertain.n However, one did not have. to
take Holy Orders to receive an axpectancy,72 although
it was expected that he would do so before he could take
advantage of his appointment, Nor is the argument valld

6700 K‘ Brampton, _02. '9_?_-2.‘ Po 5060

681‘!35.(3” P. 505,
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which says that he must have been a priest to receive the

- appointment as vicarius in spiritualibus of Rome, with

which Ludwig rewarded him in 1328, for, according to the
ugage of the later Middle Ages, that office could be held
by a 1aymang73 besides, that happened considerably later,
However, in a bull of April 9, 1327, after the flight of
Marsiglio and Jean to Germeny, John XXII saysi

Marsiglio and Jeen; unnindful of and ungrateful

for the benefices they received, have adhered

to Louls of Bavarla; therefors, I deprive them <7),

of thelr ecclesiastlcal benefices and dignitiea.
Here he speaks of the two in the same terms, and we know
that Jean did serve a&s canon in Senlls, Also, one could
hardly be deprived of somethiﬁg which had only be promised
to him, Thus, I think it 1s possible to assume that
Marsiglio actually did hold the office of canon 1ln Padua.
Haller, who points out that a mere appointment to some
eccleslastical office at that time still left its actual
occupancy in a somewhat problematical atate, feels that
both appointments which Marsiglio received never ocame to
actual fulfillment ;75 they were merely promises, Previté-
Orton thinks that Marsiglio was back in Padua after 1316,
having stopped off at Avignon en route from paris, and

that he was practicing medicine thera.76 Haller has a

73Ib1d. 71".]‘. Sullivan, op. eit., p. 41l.

753, Haller, op. oit., Po 178.
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different explanatl on to offer concerning Marsigliots
activities during this period, one which is unique and
brilliantly conjectured, Mussato, in his poem, mentions
that Marsiglio, disillusioned at the lack of succeas of
his first excuraion into power politics, studied for two
years under an Yegregius Dootor".ﬂ Scholz suggests that
this might have been Jeen de Jandun.'° Heller thinks that
it might have been the famous doctor, William of Brescia,
who served Pope Boniface VIII and the "ewig kranke"
Clement V, who rewarded him for his services by making
him the archdeacon of Bologha in 1313, Williem died in
1326, and he was in Avignon at this time, That in itself
is not very significant, but Hellerts case goes farther.
The documents from the pope conveying an office never stood
alone, With each belonged a corresponding commission to
three men, called executors, who together or singly were
to see to it that the Tfavored one came into the use of the
favor he had received.  Among those three, one was relied
upon especially to carry out their duties., In both cases
of the awards to Harsiglio, that man was William of Brescia,
while the other names change, Haller therefore concludes

that Williem was the egregius doctor with whom Mersiglio

studied, and that the period between the two bulls, 1316
to 1318, was the twowyear period during which he did that,

13, Haller, op. Sites Ps 1975 11, 71=75.
78Marsiglio de Padus, OPe '0_3_-!1-. ed. R. ScholZg Pe 1lvi.
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during which time he was often if not always in Avignon.79
(Although, as Scholz pointas c:vut,Bo this 1s completely liypo~-
thetical, yet 1s a very reasonable and convincing hypo=
thesis.,) It was during this period that Marsiglio had an
opportunity to see at first hand the corruption of the
papal curia, Hls scquaintance with the conditions there

88 revealed in the Defensor Pacis indicate more than just
81

a fleeting impression received on a short visit,
Brampton thinks that he might heve gained an acquaintance
with the inner workings of the Church through his experlence
as a parish prieast in Paduay; or he might have visited
Avignon around 1318, and that would explain the Luthere
like languagze he uses when describing the papacy.aa
Whatever Marsiglio may heve been doing before 1319,
at that time he was once more {or, according to Previte-
Orton, for the first time> ) in the service of the upper-
Italien Ghibellines. This is the second abandonment of
scholarship for politics which Mussato mentlions in his

metrical epistle. Pope John XXII, in a letter of April 22,

793, Haller, op. clt., pPp. 179-80.

BOMarsiglio de Padue, op. Sit.; ed. R. Scholz, pe 1lvi.
817, Haller, ope ¢ite, Pe 17%
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1319, to Bernhard Jourdain de 1'Isle, who held an influential
place at the French court both as a ﬁolitioian and as a
soldier, expresses his indignetion because the latter had
introduced "the vile men, the prior of Montfaucon, and
this Italian, who is named Mardlius™ to Count Charles de
La Marche, the brother of the French king, who later became
Charles IV, with whom they deslt in the name of the
Italian Ghibellines concerning the leadership of their
party. In that letter the pope speaks in a rather friendly
way about Marsiglio, and it appears that he was lknown in
Avignon, perhaps from his possible years of study there.&"
The move was opposed by both the papal curia and the French
court, . so it came to nothing.as The rather strange offer
to Charles was the result of a congress of the Ghibellines
which met in December, 1318,~1n Soncino near Cremonz, at
which they elected Cangrande della Scala as the head of
the party. There they also decided to approach Charles,
and Mersiglio was one of those who were entrusted with
this delicate mizsion, perhaps because of some connection
with the Frenoh court which he mad made earlier, either at
Avignon or at Paris.86 It is possible that at thls time
he also became a sold jery for Mussato puts languege into

his mouth which only an "unbridled™: (zugellose) soldier

8hJo Halle:!', 22. 2_&09 Po- 180.

85Haraiglio de Padua, op. cit., ed. R. Scholz, p. 1vi.
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would speak, The fact thet Marsiglio was part of this
migsion is slgnificant in at least two ways. It indicetss
that Marsiglio's ablilitles were known and that the leaders
of the Ghibellines had perhaps known him for some time,
substantiating an earlier perlod of service with them,
It is also signilicant that Maraigllioy; perhaps just recently
a churchman, wasg working with and for two men who had been
excommunicated for over é.year' and were officially on the
outs with the Church., He was thereby declaring himself
free from the Church, which is the way Haller interpreta
the rather harsh words about the pope which Mussato places
in his mouth in lines eighty=-nine to ninety-one of his
lettar.ae It is during this period that Previté-Orton
detes the conception of thoe Defensor Pacis, for an anti-
clerical idesl of a republic was native then only to north
Italy,i_sg He hed an opportunity much earlier, in his native
eity, t o view such an ideal, however, although he was hardly
in & position to exercise mature judgment concerning its
value at that time., As Gewirth polnts out, hov{evar, thers
were important discrepencies as well as great similarities

between the theory expressed in the Defensor Pacis and

the sctual practice in Padua-.?o Perhaps this 1s also the

871p1a. , " 881pia., pp. 169 f.
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pericd during which Marsiglio served with a "German
eword”, either volunterily or through force, about which
21

Muazato writes, The army of Henry VII is usually cone

nected with thab plwaae.,% ‘Henry was on Itellan ground
since the end of October; 1310, which is rather early, |
especielly for Heller's chronology. He protests that
there i3 no ground lop aa;ri-ng that the “"German sword"” was
thet of the army of Henry ’J‘-II? sinoe many German troops
remained in Itely after 'the'.'riaath of Henry. One esncoune
tered them sll over in the sriies of the Ghivellines, Iany
of the mercensry Jermans fought for now one oltys now
another in Italy. it 18 to one of those thet Mersiglio
belonged, states Hallewe 7o Unlortunately, Schaferts
monumental record of German kulghts in Italy begins only
after 1320, so there is ne sxact record of the troop
Haraiglio might have ;aeﬁ:x' ‘wﬁh, but there were certainly
meny Germans in the servics st that time,% With whomwewer
iﬁ was, Marsiglio apparently ended Uhe second decade of
the Pourteenth Century in & war-like way, The nexi decade

wes also spent in war, bubt it was much more & war of the

pen and of the mind,

N3, u . oit.s Pe 195, 1l. 9=10,
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CHAPTER IV
THE GREAT DEGCADE
Paris Once More

After his second venture into politica, Marasiglio
was still not satisfled with that life, and he returned to
the life of a scholar. Perhaps his experiences in polities
formed the basis for his lmpulse to study theology, since
hils use of theology in the Defensor Pacis reveals that he

viewed it from en essentially political rather than
theological standpoint., Possibly he also saw that he could
not get very far in his opposition to the Church 1f he
used only the weapons of law and politics, One must fight
fire with fire, and Marsiglio wa. as successful as anyone
in the Middle Ages in using the Church's own weapons to
fight the Church, His thought remained essentlially

political, however, and it took e man of a later age to

g0 2ll the way on the road Marsiglio began to tread., Already

not only among the intellectuals but also among the people
the way was being preparved for a revolt against both the
authority of the hierarchy and also the doctrines propagated
by it, In the Gothic reliefs of the Frauenkirche at

Esslingen and the Church of Saint Sebald at Nirnberg devils

~ are depicted rudely clutching popes and bishops and thrusting
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them into hellfire.l During this same decade, in the city
of Wartburg, Elsenach, the "Thuringian Mystery", or "The
Parable of the Ten Virgina™, was performed for the first
time on April 2L, 1322, The point of this play is that
prayers to the salnts and even to the Virgin are of no
avall to save a scul from the wrath and judgment of Jehovah,
That 1is the office of Christ only, This play was written
by either an Augustinian monk of Erfurt (i) or a Dominilcan
of Ei.ser:tac.h.,‘2 The splrit of revolt was directed not only
against the Church, In the Roman de la Rose and the Roman
de Renard, two of the moat popular romances among the
people, there were socialiatlec and even communistlic elements

which make the ideas of the Defensor Pacis look "fast

Konservativ",3 The ara nova in music waa tolling the

death Imell of the ars antiquo.l," the Renaissance in the

5

plastic arts was already stirring healthlly in Italy,
and in general the old ways end structures were disinte=-
Si'ating and making way for the new, With the defeat and

death of Frederick II the Bmpire slso had died., The papacy,

% d from
E. Naumsnn, The History of Music, translatec
the German by F.aPraeger (London: Cassell and Cos, Ltd.,

Re d‘)l’ I!! ,-122‘

2Ibid., p. 423

3R. Scholz, "Marsilius von Padue und die ;doe der Demo~
kratie," Zeitschrift fur Politik, I (1907), 72=3.

LLH. P, Lang, Music in Western Civilization (New York:
Norton, 1941), pp. 14 £f.

sH. Gardner, Art through the Ages (New York:

Harcourt,
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the victor, did not have long to enjoy its spoils,
Natlonalism, in the person of the Prench king, Philip the
Pair, brought low the glory of the Medieval papacdy, a
blow from which it never recovered. Gone was the power
of both the Empire and the papacy, never to return again
in the plenitude with which they once possessed 1t.6
During this decade the remnanta of the two were fighting
a battle that was a mere shadow of the struggles of the
preceding century, but out of that battle was born a
document which would live and influence the course of
events long after Ludwig the Bavarian and John XXII were
gone and forgotten,

In 1320-21 Marsiglio was back in Paris, teaching and
studying once more, We know that he was teaching, as
before, in the arts faculty, for an unknown student who
several years later sought to ingratiate himself with
the pope by writing a poetic invective against Marsiglio
heard his lectures on natural philosophy at this time.T
The fact that he was studying we infer from his announcement
in 1326 that he was going to give a Q;BglEEEi'e Moat of

our information concerning Marsiglio we derive from the

Brace and Co., 1926), pps 335 ffe

60. W, Previte=Orton, "Marsiglio of Pa@ua, Doctrines,®
English Historical Review, XXXVILII (1923), 1. -

! "Zur Lebensgésohichte des Marsilius von
P&dua,g.zgg'%g:;;if% ﬁi_l-‘ Kirche Bschichte’ XLVIII ‘1929)’ 182.

8Maraiglio de padua, Defensor Pacia, ed. R. Scholz
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testimony which a certain Francis of Venice gave in Avignon
on Mey 20, 1328, before an inquisitorial court. Franeis
was accused of helping Marsiglio with the Defensor Pacis

while he was a atudent at Paris and of fleeing with him to

9 Francis made a general denial of the accusations,

Germany .
He saild that he had never been a servant of Marasiglio,

that he had not stayed in the same lodging with him, and
that he had not assisted in the composition of the Defensor
or knew its contents, He testifled that two months
after the flight of Marsiglio and Jean, he heard from the
hermits, the regular orders, and the teaching masters that
they were the sole authors, The book had been much dise
cussed after their departure, but he did not kmow any of
the details of their heresy.:’ Francis occasionally lent
money to Marsigllio for him to take care of, and he returned
some of it now and then. Shortly before his departure,

at which time he owed Franeis thirteen Parisian shillings,u :
he borrowed the large sum of asbout thirty Gulden from his
friends in order to give a course of lectures in t.heolagy.l2
for which a considerable amount of money was needed. After

he left, his oreditors made no secret of their complaint

(Hanover: Hahnsche Buchhandlung, 1932)), p. 1lvii,

%. Haller, op. oit.p P 182.

106. K. Brampton, Marsiglio of Pagi_gg, Life," English
Historical Review, XXXVII (1922), 51k’ .

Yyb1d., p. 515. 12; galler, op. Sit., Pe 182
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and made the whole transasction a matter of public disgrace.13
It is not certain whether Mersiglio had seriously considered
reading a course in theology or whether he merely collected
the money to help him on his flight to Germany, but in
any event he must have been very close to hls degree in
theology in order to give the pretext for the loan which
he did, Now, to lecture on theclogy, one had to have a

theological degree, the lowest of which was the Baccalarius

cursorius, called thet because it gave the right to deliver
a course of lectures on the Blblical booka.lh' That
degree required study as well as money. In 1215 the
requirements were an age of thirty-five years and at least
elght years of study, at least five of which had to be
spent in attending lectures in theology. By 1366 the
eilght years had increased to sixbteen, no douhbt becauss of
the ad@tion of Thomas Aquinas, Bonaventura, Duns Scotus,
and others to the theological curriculume By 1320 one ocan
assume that the requirements were at least ten years for
the master's degree and six to the first bachelorship.
Thus, to be sble to announce & Bible course shortly before
his flight in 1326, Marsigllo must have attended theological
lectures since 1320-21, which determines the dating of his

13¢, X, Brampton, ope Sites Pe 515,

th H 8 I have taken this
® aller, ope. ¢ites Po 183.
whole section on’tﬁg r'e'@i;ements for a theologlcal

degree from this source,
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last Paris stay.

Who was Marsigllo's teacher? Some say Ockham, who
supposedly was teaching in Paris at this timej others
claim that Cckham never taught-there, and that Jean de

15

Jandun was his master. That ls immaterial, and the
theology of both of them 1s not too discernible in his own,
The chief subjects which the theological student at that
time studied were the Bible and the Sententiae of Peter
Lombard, In sdditlon, the candldate for the master's
degree had to demonstrate his abillty in sermons and

theologlical diaputatlon, The latter was a real endurance

test, for the candidate had to militare in scholls

againast & succession of opponents from 6:00 4, M. until
16
6:00P, Mo, with an hour off at noone The numerous

citations from Christian writings; especislly the Bible,

in the Defensor Pacls show the results of his theologleal
study, Marsiglio usually cites the text word for words

less often he cites 1t according to the thought or Intere
pretation of other writers.”

Prancis of Venice also testified thet he had acconm=

panied Marsigilo when he visited his patients as a doctor,

157p1a,

16H d (4th editions
s 0o Taylor, The Medieval Min
camb!‘idge, FI&SSYS ﬁmﬂI Ey Press, 1941), II, L[J.B.

1
?Marsiglio de Padua, op. oit., p. 1xil.
18C. K. Brampton, OPe Cibes Pe 515.
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which he propably did for extra it;;::mne. Francis said;
"Sclebat in medlcina et interdum practicebat.” This is the
firat positive evlidence that we hav;a about Marsigliots
practic;;ig medicine, although varic;us scholars think that
he may i;ave been doing that even uﬂz;nce before his rector-
ship iﬁ Paris, mostly in Padua, E\fen this does not prove
that he had completed hia medical ;tudies, since one did
not have to have an academlc degree in medlcline tec practice

19

in those days, i
It was In the years after 1320, Scholz believes, that

Harsigllio began to become interested in the political trend

toward Germany end Ludwig. He thinks that the polltical

change there and the outbreak of the Minorite controversy

20
gave him an opportunity to take part in political gquestions,

Perhaps Marsiglio hed done some work in politiss previously,
but this iz the time that he actually brought his work
before the wérld, Just when he did that is one of the

major questions of his life,.

The Dete of the Defensor Pacis

There arve three extant manuscripts of the Defensor

Pacls which conclude with the following verses

195, Haller, op. Site, pe 182
2°Marsiglio de Paduagy ops Sitep Ps ivii.
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On the Feamst of John the Baptist, 132}, this
Defensor Pacls was finished, 21
Fralse and glory be to thee, 0 Christ,.

This seems like rather conclusive evidence sbout the dating
of the Defensor Pacls, but, sad to say, it 18 not. In the

first place, this verse may refer to either the author or
the copylst. However, 1t is unlikely that three manuscripts
would be completed on one day or that two succeeding
copylsts would incorporate the concluding note of another
copylat, so that argument hes never recelived mudhvoredence.
Secondly, the words "quarta vigeno" could possibly be
interpreted as standing for "quater vigeno"; which would
mean eighty and which would certainly indicate that it was
the inscription of a copyist. However, Sullivan, who
suggests the above argument, himself points out that it is
not the usual formule which copyists used and that the

date was almost certainly 1324, especially &ince it coincldes
with Francis of Venice!s cating of the completion of the
Defensor Pacis.22 Thirdly, there are more significant

doubts concerning the dating of the book, some of ~hich

include the possibility of a version of the Defensor Pacls

&y i J £ des
Ho Scholz, "Zur Datierung und Ueberlieferung
Defensor Pacis vén Mersilius von Padua,” %QEE% Arohivlder
oBeliBchalft Fur altere dentsche Geschichtskunds,
» DPe 030
Anno trecento milleno quarto vigeno
Defgnsor est iste perfectus festc Baptilste.

Tibi laus et gloria Christe.

A7 Date of Marsiglio
J. Sulliven, "The Manuscripts and Da
of Padua's Defenso; Pacis," English Historical Review, XX
(1908), pp. 296 To —
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having been completed on the date mentioned, Moritz Ritter,
for instance, believes that there were two redactions, one
of which was written by Marsiglio and Jean in 132} in Paris,
the other of which was wriltten by Marslglio alone during

the Romerzug but before the coronation.23

This was the
libellus, a3 the pope calls 1%, selections of which resached

the papal curia for the condemnation which was issued on

2!
October 23, 1327.° " Heinrich Otto is about the only

scholar since Ritter who follows that line of reasoning,
in opposition to Sullivan, Previté-Orton, Braupton, Valols,
25

and later Haller and Scholz,. Ottofs reasoning 1s based
on the following opinions, He finds an allusion in the
work to a bull of July 1l, 1324, =o it could hardly have
been finished by June 24 of the same year. Furthermore,
he believes Lhat chapters two to eighteen of the first
Dictio do not follow the plan announced in chapter one
(only chepter nineteen does follow it)j the original plan
was rather contained in chapter one of Distio II. He also
questilons the use of imperator in the first chapte~ when
Ludwig is referred to, waile everywhere else he is called

rex. (Ludwilg was not . actually orowned emperor until

23R, 8choliz, "Zur Datierung und Ue&erlieferung des
Defensor Pacis von Marsilius von Fadua,” Pe 492,

ahJ. Sullivan, ope. ¢it., PP. 293 f.

25R. Seholz, "Zur Datierung und Ueberlieferung des
Defensor Pacis von Marsilius vou vadua,” p. 493.
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Jenuary 17, 1328.) Alsc, in chapter twenty-six of Dietio II
there is an apparent reference to a bull of Pope John XXII
dated Aprill 3, 1327, Finally, only a few chapters, inclu=-
ding those mentioned above, deal with the queation of the

plenitude potestatls, He concludes that chapters one and

nineteen ol Dictio I and chapters twenty-three, twenty-

four, and twenty=-six of Dictio I were of later origin.26
The evidence for a single redaction ia as follows,

The external evidence from the manuscripts is almost cone-

clusive, Sullivan studied all the avallable manusecripts,

and every one contained chapter one of Dictio I with

the word lmperator and without any evidence of its being

i He does not offer any explanation for

a later addition,
the consequent use of rex, but he points out thab Ludwig
oonsidered himself to be the emperor already in 1324
without the confirmation of the pope and the customary
corcnation, Chapter twenty-six of Dictlo II is also con-
tained in all the deted and undated manue;mri.pt:s.z8 The
internal evidence 13 also rather conclusive, Scholz

stetes that Marsiglio fellowed his plan stated in the first
29
chapter better than Otto belleves, =~ and Gewlrth backs

zéibid.g Pl 1’93, L|.97, l.|.98., Je Sullivan, OPe g_j_u_gop Do 293.

S e

2T1bid., pp. 296 f.

EBR.‘ Scholz, "Zur Datierung und UeRerlieferung des
Defensor Pacis von Marsilius von Paduad,” Pe L493.

291bid., p. 499,
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this up with documented evidence.3° Scholz completely
discredits the statement that only several chapters deal
with the plenitudo potestatis, but states that from the

first to the last chapter the book is concerned with that
problem, 3% 1t is also queationable that chapter twenty=

8lx of the second Dictio refers to the bull of the pope,
because of the use ol the future tense instead of the pers
fect and because of the lack of similarity between the

texts of the 1:wo.,32 Scholz states too that the use of
"G.c')nne:? der Ketzer"™ in that chapter, in refarencé to,

Ludwig could just as well been the case in 1324 as in ].327.33
Finally, ths pope?!s use of the term libellus hardly proves.
that there was an earlier; short version of the work, since
that term was used to describe a book of any size during

the Middle Ages,"'h and, besides, what purpose would Mar-

siglioc have had in writing the Defensor Minor if he already
35

had a short version of his work on hand?
Nonetheless, there are some differences in the mane

useripts of tﬁa Defensor Pacis, How are these to be

explained? Scholz admits that although there are small

BOA. Gewirth, "John of Jandun and the Defensor Pacis,"
Speculum, xxX11I (1948), pp. 267-72.

313. Scholz, "Zur Datierung und Ueberiieferung des De-
fensor Pacis von Marsilius von Padua," Pe 501,

325, suliiven, op. eit., pe 300.

34 . oit,
33R, Socholz, op. cibes Pe 496e 7. suliivan op. olt.,

35R0 SOhOlZ, _OR. 2_1_._?_.3 p. 507.
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gbylistio and redactic changes, none of them is rndiul.%

These correcstions and revislons continued unti) perhaps

a8 late as 1330_,3? but by 1327 the work had essentially

reached its final i'omojs Praviteé-Orton thinks that

Maraiglio and Jean lef't behind in Paris a Prench translation

and pernaps a yatin copy end took a second copy with them,

¥Yrom these are derived the itwo groups of manuscripts,

the soe-called French snd German g:'oups.sg The evidenoce

for that is not conclusive, A4ll in all; the differences

apparently are inconseguentiel and need little more

explanation than thai manuscripts wers ravely preserved

in their original, pristine stete by the copylats, and

Maraiglio's masterplece was not accorded speclal treatment.
We have concluded that the Defensor Pacis was

completed on June 2, 132, When was it started? BSulllvan.

states that it was begun at the end of April, 1324, and was
comploted on Juns 2 of the seme 3,“1,‘3&0 This is rather
aifficult to believe, and it seems to stem from a mio-
understending of Francls of Venlce's testimony. The

amount of ressarsh alone which went into this book would

361014, p. 502

QIS
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have required a longer time even if one left out the time
required for planning and formulating the thought of the
work. We must agree with Previte-Orton that it repreaents
the thought of msny years,hl but that gives us lilttle
information on how long it took to put that thought into
words and doocument it from various authorities, If Jean
had much of a hand in i1t, he could not have been much

help before November l, 1323, since at that time he finished

a book of his own while serving as a canon in Senlis,

Q_q Laudibus Parisius, In that work he mentions the

urgent request of a friend of hls to return to Paria, and

that may have been an allusion to Harsiglio.u’z The writing
of the Defenscr Pacls, the ideas of which had probably been

floating eround 1n his head for meny years, may have been
hastened by the conditions of the time, Early in 132k
the fight between John and Ludwig flared up in earnest,
and Ludwig was excommunicated in March of that year.m'
Haller bellieves that one does not write books such as this
one unless one sees an opportunity to put it to some
practical use, "Where would one find such an qpportunity
before 13249" he asks, Thus, he says that is hard to
believe that the author(s) went to work on it before early

in the year of our Lord, 1324,“‘ soon after the appearance

blg, w. previté-orton, ope oibes Pe ke
11-20. K. Brampton, ope S8ltes Pe 507,
43, . previté-orton, op. oites Pe ls
by, Haller, op. ¢it.s P« 185.
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of the noted Sachsenhauser Appelletion, in which various
elements, including German and Italian CGhibellines, certain
cardinals, and the Minorites united against the pope.
After all, he writes, one can never tell just how fast
the two of them could work, Scholz does not think that

the entire Defensor Pacis was written at this time., He

thinks that Marsigllo mey have used older preparations,
"Yorarbeiten™, in ib.h'é Some of the materlal may have been
re-worked and redacted for the specific purpcse of this
work, This gives 1t sligntly the appearancé of a mosale,
but it in no way proves that it was completed after 132l.
One section that is especially puzzling is the concluslon,
which appears in the manuscripts but not in the printed
editions, Scholz thinks that it stems from an earlier
time, Italy during the wars under Henry VII or France
during the last days of Philip the Fair, and that,;
acecordingly, it 1s deservedly left out. This leads him
to the conclusion that that part may have belonged to an

earlier work which we do not possess, whioh was perhaps

only outlined or planned, end that the Defensor Pacis
may have been based on another work of Mersiglio which
had been written for another purpose. In his opinion,

the Defengor is Marsiglio's 14fe work, worked on for many

usMarsiglio de Paduay Ope Ciles Ps lvil.
461b14,, p. xivi.
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years and finally collected and put into its present form
in 13:&.“7

The Authorship of the Defensor Pacis

There has been conaslderable discussion concerning the

authorship of the Defensor Pacis, It is generally agreed

that the work represents in some way joint effort by
Harsiglio and Jean de Jandun. The principal argument
concerns the part which the latter played in the actual
writing of the work, dJean was one of the leadling Aver-
yolstic philcsophers of the time and an outstanding
authority on Aristotle. Since the firat Dictlio of the
book is almost entirely Aristotelian, that is the sectlon
to which his influencs or even authorship is usually
aseribed, That his influence is shown in this part is
rarely denied, some saying that he selected the citations
quoted in it.he Others describe his part in it as copylst,
translator of the French version, or collaborator who
perhaps constructed some of the philoaoghioal argumenta-ug

His euthorship of the section is most cleverly advanced by

Marian Tooley,S 0 ihose arguments sound remarkably llke

L7 d Ueberllefe des
R, Scholz, "Zur Datierung un ’“ng R
Defensor Pacis von Marsilius von Padua," Ppe 500, 509=12.

lL80@. W. Previte=Orton, ope Sibes Pe Te

n
U, . Tooley, "he Authorship of the Defonsor Pacls,
Iransactions of the Royal Historical Soclety, B
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01bid,, pp. B5-106.




72
those of Ritter and Otto, She points out the apparent
dilassimilerity between chapters two to eighteen of Dietio I
and the rest of the work and olaims thet it 1s draracteris-
tic of Jean, However, deeper scholarship than hers under-
nines her arguments, whilch on the surface appear so
plausgible, The two editors of the modern editions of the
Defensoyr Pacis are agreed upon its single authorship, Scholsz

concludes this from his study of the manuscripts as well: as
from the unity of style of the work, unity in "Wortschatz
und Wortgebrauch, Satzrhythmus und Verwendung der Regeln
des c:u:msmas",51 Gewirth clinches the argument in faver of
the single authorship with almost 1rrefutabl§ acholaz-sh:lp.52
His citations from the Defensor Pacls showing the unity

of style end subject matter between the disputed chapters
two to eighteen are conclusive, In addition he shows the
dissimilarity between the thought of Jean and of the work;
eiting nine differcnces between it and the Questions on
Metaphysics of Jean.53 In‘fact, he points out that the

author of the Defensor Paeis, who has great faith in

the right desire of most people for the welfare of the
state, seems to refute an ergument of Jean himself, who
claims the oppoai’ce.su Gewirth concludes that the ways

SlMaraiglio de Padua, ope cit., pps Vv and 1ii,

52A. Gewirth, op. eit., PPe 267=T2.
531p1d., pp. 268-Tl. Sh1vid,, pps 270-1.
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in which Dictiocnes 1 and II agree are "far greater and mare
fundemental then the differences."® The case rests with
his eonclusion, (it is interesting to note how closely
the guestioning of the asingle authorship of the Defensor
M_apprmimates the approach of the higher critics of
‘Bibl:loa.}. scholarship, 1% ia encouraging to note, on the
other hand, that the srguments advanced by the acholars
in favor of the single suthorship of this work are hardly
more oconclusive then those advanced by conservative sscholars
of the Bible in lavor of the unity of many books especially

of the 0ld Testament,)
Flight and Condemnation

It was not until 1'326, two years after the sompletion
of the Defensor Pacls, that the work and its author(s) became

generally known, necesslbating the flight of Jean and
Marsiglio to Germany, There are meny oonjestures &s %o Just
why the book wss not rvevealed sooner, since it is difficuld
to believe that such & timely end pointed work should have
been written without immediate publication in mind, Some
think that the author(s) were waiting for a sultable
opportunity to publish it in France, but Philip the Fair
vas no longer on the throne, and the curla and court were tco

slosely bound to each other at that time to present a

551bid., pe 271e
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suiteble moment for its publication in the foreseeable
future. Heller's argument seeme to be the most reasonable
one, He states that the work was certainly not intended
for I'rance, but for Germeny, which at that time was in
the midst of a struggle with the pope, and where 1t would
have been useful right then, However, it was not written
to be published there in Germany or anyplace else, for that
matter, and perhaps it was revealed only by an indiscretion
at the German court. Marsiglio and Jean worked on it
with the idea that it would be kept secret and would be
used as a sort of memorandum, "Denkschrift," for Ludwig,
from which his advisers could get ideas and material,
The main reasons for thls view are the two-year lapse ln

time between its writing and its becoming known, as wWell

as the subsequent actions of those accused of writing it.
We are not certain whether or not Marsigllo's announcement
of a course of lectures on the Blble was only a pretext
to borrow money for his flight to Germany, but it 1s sure
that Jean did not expect his share in its ocomposition to
become known, For, on June 19, 1324, shortly before the

completion of the Defensor Pacis, an agreement was drawn

up that Nicholas of Vienna, rector of the university, was

A
to rent a house in the choﬁtre-saint-Benoit, near to and

belonging to the Sorbonne, and after him Jean de Jandun was

56-‘!. Haller, op. cit., PPe 186 f.
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to do BOJOI’.;. the same tema.ST At any rate, spring of the
year 13265 : finds them fleeing to the court of Ludwig the
Baverisn in Nirnberg, a place which was even safer for
them than the campus of the excommunicateéd chiefs of the
upper~itallian Ghibellines, Ludwig was the natural perason
to whom they would flee; for, unless the first chapter

was a later addition, the Defensor Pacls was written

for him., Also, it was Ludwig "of whose enlightened views

they were aware, and whose infirmity of purpose and want

59

of resource only time could show." The Continuator of

William of liangls describes their flight as follows:

Two persons of perdition, Marsiglio of Padua, an
Italian, and John of Jandun, a Frenchman, fled
from their studies at Peris, where they had gained
a reputation for leargéng, to Lewis, duke of
Bavaria in Nuremberge

For the journey they perhaps adopted the disgulse or were
thought to have adopted the profession of marcewiea.6l
However, when HMersiglio reached the court, he was recelved
not as a soldier, but as a "bonus clericus, bonus nedicus.”

Perhaps their reception at first was not too cordial, since

570. K, Brampton, CPe _0_5:1'".' Pe 506.

SBJ. Sulliven, "Marsiglio of Padua and William of
OOkham’N p‘ Ll.lz.
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Ludwig epparently still wanted to keep his argument with
the pope as much pollitical and as 1little theological as

63

possible, He and Jean were taken to Ludwig and introduced

to him "a quibusdanm de ducis famllie, qul eva Parisius
6ly

agnoverant”, Riezler conjectures that it was perhaps
Peter of Aspelt, the philosopher and doctor, eduzated &t
Padua and Paris, who was a friend of Ludwig and of Henry VII,
who introduced them &t the court., The "Continuator®
speaks of & departure of Marsiglio and Jean in 1318 in
almost the same terms with which he demcribes the one

in 1.3.'26.65 Perhspas at that time they visited Peter 1n
Mainz, where he had been archbishop since 1305, and he
subsequently wrote to Ludwig or to cther friends at the
German court, recommending the two to them., Since Peter
dled in 1320, he could hardly have been there in person.66
When they were introduced to Ludwilg, the "Continuator" has
him say to them: "Quis movit vos venire de terre peacis

et gloriae ad hanc terram ballicosam?“67 This indicates

that perhaps the Defensor Pacis and their part in it were
not yet known by the suthorities, since they apparently

63Harsiglio de Padue, ODs cite., ed. R. Scholz, p. lviil.
61*:1’. Haller, op. oit., Pe 187.

63, K. Brampton, op. 0ib., Pe 509

661b1d.

67Ibid.’ Pe 5100
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were not forced to go there, Yet, something must have been
in the wind; for the tone of the question and their
arrvangements in Paris Indicate that they did not go too
willingly.
According teo Frencls of Venlce; 1t took the Parisian
masters two months to dlscover the names of the authors

68
of the Defensor Pacls, Appaerently, then, the document

itself had been discovered earlier; perhaps the French
translation or the Latin manuseript they may have left
behi.mh69 Merula, the ¥ilanese historian, states that
the men.at Peris condemned the authors, burned the books,
and enjoined silence, all before the flight of the authors.
Brampton thinks that this burning of the books was friendly
and that it accounts for the lateneass of John's obtaining
exact informetion about the book end its authors.-70
Onee the pope Jfound’out about the Defensor g_gg}g,n

however, he acted upon it swiftly and repeatedly, even

5% ‘ Merulzs, in his
Ibid,, p. 509, Brampton notes that ierula,
history of I\Tilan, contradicts Francis' assertions on most pointsa,

690, W. PprevitéeOrton, op. Site; Pe Le
70

71 ' includir Te .
J. Haller, op. 6it., pe. 188, Some,
Sullivan on page’ﬁ% of"ﬁ'i; articls hereiln quoted,ngnarsiglio

of Padua and Willlem of Ockham," basing their conclualon on

‘ t Marasiglio
an erronecus passage of John villeni, 3;&?”33:831” G.Ei.

and Jean were condemned on July 13, 1
Brampton, op, cit., p. 509, Haller, in note four on page 188

“he: letter of
of his artIc roin clted, notes also that the

the bishop ofePags:u, suppo;edly dated saptembes gae§3igoain
which Mersiglio is spoken of ae having begn @ nae

heretic by John XXII; is really dated 132C.
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before his Information wes very complete. In a bull of
April 3, 1327, in which he condemns Ludwig, John mentions
Mersiglio and Jean esa Lelng part of the duke's party,

He also condemned the Defensor Pacis end its asuthor (i)

on the atrength of the "opinions of many learncd men®™ who
had examined it and Found heresies in 11:.72 On April 9,
1327, less than a week later, John lssues the first summons
to Marsiglio and Jean {others were also included) Lo
appear before a council of the faithful to answer for

his erroneous j.deas.73 In this bull he compleins t hat

they were "acceptorwm beneficlorum immemores et ingrati”. |
Therefore because of their heresies and thelr adherence

to Ludwlig he deprives them "omnibuas beneficils eoolesiaatieis".m
Perhaps et this time he still did not have a copy of the |
Defensor, since there are still no definite references to ;
errors contained 3.t,75 Six. months later, on October 23, 1327, 1
John issued two bulls with the following contents. In the ]
Pirst one "Lewis 1s condemned for his opinions on apostolical |
poverty, for giving support to Marsilius, and for allowing

him to teach to pubiish his heretical dootrines,” In the

second one John writes .that "e synod of cardinals, arch=

bishops, and other prelates with seven masters in theology

7aJ « Sullivan, Marsiglio of Padua and William of
Ockham," p, 59,

"31bia, Thibid., pe 1.

75Jo Hallar, 225 E&-, Pe 1880
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and professors of law, condemned five heretical arkisles
which several Cathollc men had taken from the Defensor
Pacis and brought to him,' Because of those five points
and their refusal to come to the council to which he had
sumaoned them, Marsiglio and Jean e oondemned as heretics,
all persons ave prohlbited from helping them, and the
faithful eare enjoined to seize them so that they may be
. piniehed. ° Haller thinks that by this time they had a
cepy of the book in their posseasion,77 but Brampton states
that "John XXXI eppears to be acting on hearsay evidonno."78
After this, the processes issued against Harsiglio end
Jean followed thick and fast. During 1328, on January 28,
February 27, Merch 30, April 15, end May 21, John sent
letters to his legates at Rome and other officlals, come
manding them to seize the bwo neveticss | On Hay 10 of
that year cccurred the inquisitorial trial at Avignon,
with Gasbert, Archbishop of Arles, assisting at the Ine-
quisition, in waich Francis of Venice gave the evidence
which was menticned previously, Finally, on April 20, 1329,
the Ketzerkatalog was enriched with the names of our two
herces, and they were inoluded with the rank of hereslarch,

763, sulliven, "Marsiglic of Padua and Willlam of
00kham9" Pe 59‘%6

?7J. }{&llel" -QRQ Eﬂﬁ’ap pq 1880

780. K, Brampton, op. eitey Po 509,

795, Sulliven, "Marsiglio of Padua and Willlam of
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all of whose wrltings were forbidden for good Catholle

mj.ncla.ﬁ0

Der R"émrm% end Its Aftermath

After Harsiglio had reached the court of Ludwig the
Bavarian, he d4id not walt long to make his influense felt.
He soon becams the confessed leader of the Minorites who
had gathered around Ludwig.al Mussato writes in a congratu-
latory note which is much more respectful in tone than
his metrical epistle that he has heai& that Marsigliio is
the chief advizer to the king.az He had arrived in Germany
et an opportune time, Ludwig already in 1326 was preparing
to maroh on Home, Behind him he had a united Germany,
with him the Spiritusl Franciscans, and before him the
Ghibellines of Itely, who were up in arms over ths entrance
of John of Calebria into Florence, The united loyalty
of #sc many gave him & protext as well as en encouragement
to carry out his "duty" and depose the pope.83 This led
to the unprecedented and unique Romersug of Ludwig, in
which Maraiglioc?’s hand can be seen quite clearly. Early
in Jenuary of 1327 Ludwig accepted the invitation of the

Ohnibelline chiefs, who were sssembled ab Prent, to become

8030 H&ll&l‘, Qe g_%_t_ap Pe 1880
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their leader, He marched on Milan shortly afterwards, and
on May 30 he was crowned with the iron crown of Lombardy
as Henry VII had been before him, This was done by two
deposed bishops, whille the archbishop of the city, Aycardus,
somehow found himself absent, Marsiglio probably preached
there in Mllan, as he may have done in Trent also.m*
After that, accompanied by Castruccio Castracani, Ludwig
left Milan and headed Loward Rome. He entered the "Eternal
City" in triumph on January 10, 1328, at the invitation

of the pew:)ple,.85 An sssembly of the people &eclared the
King of the Romans to be emperor, and, on January 16, leas
than a week after his entry, Bishops Albert of Venlce and
Gerard of Aleria bestowed the holy unction on him in Saint
Peter?’s Cathedrel, while a layman, Sciarra Colonna, as

a delegate of the people, put the imperial crown of gold
on his hea(i.,86 There especlally wes Marsigliofs hand
evident, and Villeni notes that this was the first emperor
to be crowned by anyone except the pope or hls legate.

In April, after a long harangue composed by Marsiglio and
Albertino of Cesale, the Roman assembly deposed John XXII
88 a heretic for his denial of the dootrine of the poverty

8l“]’.bid..
85__._..Ibid_'ﬂ Pa 5110
860- W, Previte-Orton, op. eit., Pe Lo
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of Christ., The two decrees of Ludwig in which he announced
the deposing of John, the present one of April 18 and the
later one at Pisa dated December 12, 1328, were probably

founded on the pDefensor Pacia.ea The assembly elected

& Spiritual Francliacan, Peter of Corbara, as Nicholas V
in his stead. The new pope obligingly put his blessing
on Ludwig's coronation, Mersiglio usurped the office of

papal vicarlus in spiritualibussq for the oity, and as auch

he seemed to be a most intolerant fellow, for he seemed
quite willing to persecute his t';ﬁppomn'lm.90 It is during
these days that John was issuing one letter after another
against_him, all without effect. Also about this time,
Peter Palude, Patriarch of Jerusalem, wrote his treatise

in favor of John and opposed to Marsiglio!s heretioal ldeas,

91
entitled De Causa immedista ecclesiasticae Potestatis.

In spite of this also, John's legates at Rome were completely
helpless at the time and could not put the judgments of
the pope and his defenders into effect, However, Ludwig
and Marsiglio's moment of triumph, the practical applicatiocn
of some of the principles of the Defensor Pacis, was rather
short lived, In his masterplece, Marsigllo displays great

falth in the judgment of the people and their abllity to do

n
BBJ. Sullivan, “I‘-Iarsiglio of Padua and William of ockm’

Pe 595, o
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the right thing for the preservation of the pemce., Perhaps
after 1328 he was not 3o sure, for the people soon grew
tired of thelr new emperor and thelr anti-pope. In August,
the royal party, including the erstwhile vicarius in
spiritualibus, made 1lts way back to Pisa, disappointed in

its venture and derided by the people who had welcomed

it in triumph, Palm Sunday became Good Friday once more,
and the fickleness of the masses won out, There at Plsa

a parliament of notables was held in December 13, 1328.92
Here the schismatic nobles once more condemmed John, but
with 1little effect, It was perhaps at that parliament

that Marsiglio received the appointment as archbishop

of Milen, which he recleved in place of the vicarship which
"he had been obliged to abandon" > and "in derogation of
the claims of Giovanni Viaconti",gh' who had deserted Ludwig
after the Rome [iassco. It is doubtful whether Marsiglio
was ever able to hold that office, because of the uncertain
conditions in both the Church and the State, At any rate,
a year later, December, 1329, Ludwig and his followers
were back in Trent, and Marsigliots perioed of greatest

influence apparently was over, ab least for a while. Now

the more moderate counsel of Ockham and others pre=
9260 Ke Bl‘a.mptsn, ‘22. _c_ip_'., Po 511'
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vailed,gs but Marsigllo had had a unique opportunity to
put his theories into practice, and something had
feiled.

953,, Sullivan, "Mersiglio of Padua and William of

Ockham," p. 610.




' GHAPTER V
FINALE
Last Years

Within the apace of one decade, Marsiglio had formula=-
ted his ldeas and the proofs thereof and had had an
opportunity to put some of those 1deas into practice, at
least in a limited way, Such an opportunity was almost
unique, but for Mersiglio it was not entirely successful;
indeed, it was hardly so. He had reached the greatest
pinnacle of his influence, a height which he would not
nearly equal again, His work was not forgotten, however.
For example, Ludwig incorporated some of the ldeas set

forth in the introduction of the Defensor Pacis in a letter

addressed to the cities of Spires and Worms on Qotober 29,
1329.1 His aubsequent activities are pretty well shrouded
in silence, and we receive most our information concerning
him from the continued attacks of the popes and the oon-
ceiliatory letters of Ludwig in return. Apparently he
became or remained Ludwig!s physioian,a or perhaps he

dévelc’ped & private practice., In addition %o that, he

| L
i Sullivan, "Marsiglio of Padua t)md Sg iam of Ockham,

American Historical Review, II (1896597) s ¢
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would be of service to his llege at least once more in a
political way, but his days of aotive participation in
politics had reached thelr zenith and then set suddenly,
like the sun in the desert. Even of his death we must
hear second-hand, but his book was preserved while he
was forgotten,

For almost fifteen years after the disastrous Romerzug
there is scarcely a positive bit of evidence to indicate
what Marsiglio was doing, However, we know he was alive
through the mention of his name in various officisl com-
munications, Pope John regularly issued bulls directed
against Ludwig and his followers, and Marsiglio was
consistently mentioned in them together with other iollowers
of the Duke, Such bulls were issued on May 5 and June 15,
13293 PFebruary 15, July 22 and 31, and September 6, 1330;
and July 8 and 21, 133:1...3 The pope did not confine his
activities to these bulls only, for they did little to
combat the spread of Marsiglio's ideas. On May 30, 1329,
John XXII wrote the chancellor of the University of Parls,
reminding him of the processes which had been issued agalnst
Marsiglio and Jean, The faculty of theology dutifully
drew up a list of the 485 errors condemned by John in view

of which they condemned the Defensor Pacis,  One can

37. sulilivan, op. cibe, Pe 595
h'lbid.
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hardly condema them for thls action, since 1f there were
ever a dangerous and heretlcal work at that time, the
Defensor was 1t. IU 1s almost to their credit that they
walted as long as they did befox:e they condemned the work
attributed to their colleagues, since the faculty as a
whole was undoubtedly brought under susplcion because of
the action of the twoe Fifty years later, they were still
questioning the faculty concerning a possible role they
may have played in producing the revolutlionary work.s
In 1331 Gerald 0do, who had Just been eleocted general
of the Minorite order felt it was his duty also to say
something against the man who had been so closely assocla-
ted with the rebellious members of his order. It has
often been debated whether or not Marsiglio was a Francis-
cen, He certainly jolned forces closely with thelr
leaders® and even had many followers among the Minorites.
There are a number of points against his being & member
of the regular clergy .‘ however, Monks were not allowed
to practice medicine in the first place, Brampton sum=

marizes the other reasons.T The bull of 1318 granted him

a benefice without a permit to break his Minorite vow.

5—@3&’ ¢ Po 5980
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There is no record in the official annals to substantiste
his membership. In a letter of John XXII and in one of

Ludwig, Marsiglio is mentioned separately after several

Franciscans have been mentioned by name in a group,
Before the death of John at least two more orthodox adherents |
in sddition to Peter Palude attempted to refute the errors

of the Defensor Pacis., The firast of these was Alvarez

Pelagius, who tried to refute two of Marsigllo's heretical

opinions in his Summa de Planctu Eccleslase, which 1is

elsewhere referred to as the Apologia contra Marsilium et

Qccamum and which appeared between 1330 and 1332, The

second was the De Jurisdictione Imperil et Authoritate

8
summi Pontifiecis; written by Alexander of Saint Elpldio.

Pope John XXII died on December l, 1334, but with
his death the controversy did not die., This was no quarrel
which involved only one pope. It was a quarrel striking
at the very foundations of the medieval papacy, thus
involving all popes, However, at the end of 133k, perheps
hoping for & fresh stert with the new pope; Ludwig opened
negotiations with Cardinal Napoleon Orsini with the intent
of ecalling a general council. However, the cardinal
refused to do anything for Ludwig unless he sent Marsiglio
away from his court, This is an indication of the hate
with which the papal authorities viewed Marsiglio as well

PO
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as a point in Ludwig's favor personally, Ludwig has been
much maligned for his weakness and inability %o act,
but despite the fact that the presence of Marsiglio and
others prevented him from ever rewhi.ng an agreement with
the pope; he never gave them up or abandoned them for his
own personal gaimg O course, one might argue that if
he gave them up he would have had no one to plead his cause
and he would have been bound to lose anyway, but let us
leave this one bright spot in Ludwig's favor.

Meanwhile, Benedict XII was keeping up the fight
which his predecessor had so energetically pursaued in his
0ld age, and the year 1336 finds Ludwig a suppliant to the
papacy which he had previously defled.'le In & very
interesting letter from Ludwig to the pope, dated October 28
of that year, the following is contsined., Ludwig readily
condemns Cesena, Ockhem, and others, &s well as Mersiglio
and Jean, and explains to the pope shy he allowed them %o
stay at his court. He tﬁought they were loyal members of
the Church, and he retained them in his service becsuse they
were valueble to him as 1awers.11 Besides, if their
opinions were heretical, he did not accept them, using

only such of thelr opinions as were of value for the
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defense of the Empire. He had intended to reduce them to
obedience to the Church, and he had only allowed them to
preach against His Hollness' most noble predecessor because
he wanted to give good churchmen a chance to refute thelr
errors, (That 1s certainly a novel point, and one can
just hear Benedict sputter at such balderdash,) He ‘
falthfully promises to destroy any heretics which the Churech
would point out, especially Marsiglio and Jaan.la or
course, the words and the promlises were quite empty, and
Benedict swallowed neither. He kept up his demands that
Marsiglio and the Minorites st the court of Ludwig be
brought under submission to the pope. Ludwig countered
with a proposal in 1338 that Marsiglio and the Minorites
should justify thelr opinions before an assembly of clerics
and laymen, which would decide their punishment, Herein
is seen once more the hand of Marsiglio, although Ockham
could just as well have suggested it. Benedlct rejected
the proposal, although he later granted a safe-conduct
to the men involved., By that time, Ludwig had lost interest,
80 the negotiations fell through °°mp18t913’-13 After the
death of Benedict, Glement VI continued the witch hunt, and
he condemned over 250 heretical articles taken from the

i during his reign that Marsiglio

Defensor Pacis, It was

laJ. Sullivan, op. cif., P 5967
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died, to be followed soon after by his accomplices and
his master,

Before he dled,; however, Marsiglio was still to wield
his pen against the power of the pope., Ludwig, on the
lookout for the future, was desirous of having his son
and nemesake marry the wealthy heiress, Margaret Maultasch,
daughter of Henry of Tyrol and Duchess of Carinthia and
Countess of Tyrel.ls Unfortunately, Margaret was already
narried to John Henry of Moravia, and the pope, the nsual
dispenser of divorces, was hardly in.a mood to do &
favor of any sort for Ludwig, especially one which would
inerease his rivalis power, Therefore, Ludwig called on
his trusty advisers, Msrsiglio and Ockham, who were always
ready and willing to adduce a few facts and opinions in
favor of their lord and opposed to the pope. For this

occasion Marsiglio produced his D¢ Iure Imperatoris in

Causis Matrimonlalibus, whose content is obvious from its
ae the

the

title, This was written before February 10, 1342,

date of Margaret!s marriage to Ludwig of Brandenburg,

emperor?ts acm..l7 Perhaps this was also the ococasion which

fan~
prompted Marsiglio to prepare a short synopsis of the DeZen

Ser 3’1‘.9.:’!:5 under the title of the Defensor Minor. The
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sractate allowing the emperor to grant divorces on his
own authorlty is incorporated into this work, and Previte-
Orton thinks that Marslglio expanded the tractate into a
sumary of his vlewa, calling it the Defensor Minor,
which was his last wovk.la Moat scholars think they were
done independently, however; and were merely put together
as works of one author. There are indications that
Marsiglio may have written some philosophical works, but
there ia no evidence to support that possibility. The
only other work which is definitely asscribed to Marsiglio
is the Tractatus de translatione Romani imperil, which
various scholars have dated from 1325-2619 to 131;161;2.20

It is actually an almost literal copy of a treatise on
' _ 21

that subject by Landulf Golonna, written about 1260,

80 it is relatively unimportant as far as Marsiglio is

concerned,
Death

Already between September 10 and 15, 1328, according
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to John Vilanl, Marsiglio had dled at Hontalto during the
imperial retreat from the disastrous Rome oxper.tmotit.za
However, that ls certainly erroneous, for Marsiglio
figures repeatedly 1n subsequent papal bulls and he also
wrote two works which are preﬁe:'nd for us, both of whioch
are dated in the Fortiess., Valoils was the first to
conjecture that the person about whom Villani was actually
writing was Marsiglio's companion, Jean de Jandun.23
More recent scholars ave falrly agreed in accepting that
diagnosis with a few changes, although Jean 1s mentioned
several times in the Thirties in pepal bulls together
with other men, all of whom were :8till alive. Other
evidence, especially a letter which HMichael of Cesena
wrote to Gerard Odo during December, 1332, bears this
out, In it he wrotes

You falsely accuse me of communicating with Master

John of Jendunj he has dled, as everyone knows,

in Todi, before I reached Pisa; now I did not sef)

foot, nor did I ever propose to set foot in Todl.
Michael arrived at Pisa on June 8, 1328, so that would
Indicate that he had dia& before that date, Brampton
combines the reports of Villani and Michael and comes up
with the following result: dJean dled at Todl (Michael)

25
before August 31, 1328 (Villani), At &y rate, it
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was not Marsiglio that died. Just exactly when Marsiglio
did die is completely unknown., The closest ome can come
to that date 1s a speech of Clement VI which he delivered
on April 10, 1343. In that speech he definitely states
that both Jean and Marsiglio were dead.'-% Unlike Ockham,
Marsiglio apparently remained defiant to the end, and he
died, excommunicated and condemned by the Chureh, In the
speech referred to above, Clement sald: "We have hardly
ever read e worse heretic than this Marsiglio."z'? This
was the epitaph that the Supreme Pontiff wrote concerning
Hergiglio, and I cannot but feel that by that time those
would have been sweet words to the archeheretic if he

had been able to hear them,
Summary of Marsiglio's Life

This, then, is o swmary of the life of Marsiglio de
Padua as it has been portrayed in these pages. He was
born about 1290 in Padua., He was raised in his home oity
and attended the local university, probably studying
philosophy, law, and medicine, Late in 1311 or early in
1312 he left home upon the advice of his friend and

a8
Villanits facts as to dates and placea,og’itangz ggmﬂ'iS“tO

Villani wrote: ", . » © partissi dat T 3
¢ol suo Antipapa, e con tutte sua corte e gente.
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counsellor; Mussato, His destination was Paris, the mecca
of young 1ntellectuals in those days and for many days to
come, After about a year of study and teaching at the
University ol Paris, he was elected by his assoclates to
the rectorship of that august institution, His term
ended in the spring of 1313, but he remained at the
university for about two years as a teaching master. Mean-
while he probably continued his atudy, especially in the
field of medicine, a Paris gpecislty., He tired of the
life of scholarship, however, end joined the newly stirred-
up hostilities in Italy, fighting on the side of the anti-
papal Ghibellines. This flirtation with polities; which
began in 131}, did not bring the expected result to the
ambitious Marsiglio, and in 1316 we find him In Avignon,
the recipient of a benefice from the new pope, John XXII.
Once again in 1318 he received an expeotancy to an
ecclesiastical post, but nelther one of them ever actually
vas fulfilled, During those two years he studied with
&n egregius ‘doctor who might well have been William of

Brescia, papal physiclan and renowned mediocal scholar.

Onee more he tired of that l1ife, however, so he rejoined

the northern Italiasn Ghibellines to try for fame and

fortune with them again. Apparently he had grown in their

estimation over the years, for this time they entrusted

ance.
him with a very delicate mission to the court of Fr

1
The mission failed, and so did Mersiglio's desire Lo remasa
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with the Ghibellines, Trhe trend in politics was toward
the north and Ludwig the Bavarisn, and Marsiglic's gaze
turned 1n that direction also, For the third and final
time he returned to the life of scholarship. This time,
however, he concentrated on theology, although his
main interest remalned peclities. By 1326 he was ready
to take hils first degree in theology, at which time he
announced that he would read a series of lectures on
the Bible, Meanwhile, he had composed his unique theolo-
gical~political treatise, the Defensor Pacis, and 1t

had come to light together with his implication in it,
This necessitated his flight to Germany, which he financed
with money borrowed purportedly to pay the fees making
him eligible to give a Bibelekurs. Two years after his
arrival in Germany, he was the emperor?s chief adviser,
and he accompanied his chief on the famous Hgmerzgg,
which he himself might well have instigated, Once in
Rome, he was appointed vicarius in s iritualibus, but
his occupancy of that distinguished post and hls stay
in the Eternal City were both out short by the turning
of the fickle Roman populace ageinst their popularly-
elected and newly-crowned emperor and his henchmen.

Back to Germany they went, and there Marsiglio continued

his practice of medicine, which he had begun at the latest

during his last stay in Paris, He dropped almost

completely out of active politics, taking up his pen only
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in the laat years of his life to write a swmary of his
great work as well as a tractate for the emperor justifying
a divorce which the latter effected on his own authority.
Finally, probably in 1343, he dled, having gained a
reputation as one of the outstanding heretics of the age.

Character Sketch

It is almost as difficult to assemble a character
sketch of our subject as it is to determine mome of the
details of his life, There was no Plutarch at Marsiglio's
time to give us something more than mere facts conceraning
the activities of the man, Mussato gives us a few hints
about his cherascter in his semi-humorous metrical eplstle,
but the rest we must infer from his writings, Because
of that fact, our conclusions are only tentative.

When Marsiglio first consulted his distinguished friend,
Mussato, concerning his future, he was wavering between
law and medicine, At that time he decided on medicine,
but his wavering days were hardly over. Years later,
when Mussato wrote him, the poet entitled his poems
"Ad magistrum Mersilium physicum Paduanum sius incone

stantiam arguens."as Inconstantia had gharacterized the

¢
years between the time when he first accepted Mussato's

advice and left home to study medicine and the time when'

28
l:ra H&ller, _O_B. 2!.3‘." p‘ 195.
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the latter wrote his poem; perhaps ten years 1ator.29
During that period he had twlece devoted himself to
ascholarshlp and twice had left that 1life for the more
excliting activlties of the political wars. He apparently
had 4ifficulty in staylng in one plece and at one occupa=
tion for a very long time, He loved to wander, and wander
he did, It was not until he was banned from Catholia

lands because of his authorship of the Defensor Pacis

that he more or less settled down, as far as we know,
Even then, he made one last fling and thumbed his nose
at the pope and hls cohorts during the Romerzug, which
he probably instigated, After the disastrous outcooms
of the Rome experiment, Harsigliofs wanderings were
restricted to the lands of his fellow excommnicabe,
Ludwig the Baverian, Even then, he was probably often
on the go in Germany, where there was plenty of room
in vhich to roam.

One cause of Marsiglio's Wanderlust was undoubtedly
his ambition. His wes not the type of ambltion that could
set a distant gosl and then set out to reach it, even
If 1% took meny years, He wanted quick results, and if
he did not soon get them, he would try something else.

That is about the only way one can explain his rapid shift

of occupation, He was & teacher, & dooctor, & political

29&@.’: p. 169,




29
adviser, and perhaps a soldier, a cleric, and a lawyer,
Mussato advised him to study medicine because one could
succeed more rapidly in that field, while law required
years of patient walting before it began to be really
profitable., Hls ambition spurred him on, but it also
led him to disaster, He saw the weakened state of the
papacy, and he dreamed of overthrowing its temporal
power, This led to his taking a bite larger than he
could masticates the Romerzug., As vicarius in spiritualibus
he lorded it over the adherents of the pope and peraecuted
them freely., This showed a rather undesirable trait of
his character, a merciless vindictiveness. His triumph
was as short lived as that of many another conquering
Caesary and soon his days of lordship were over. He had
notonly ambitionj he had daring, He was willing to
gamble for high stakes, but he lost.

A possible exzplenation for some of his characteristics
is his stature, Apparently Marsiglio was quite short. At
least, Haller thinks 50.30 He belleves that Mussato is
referring to that in the line; "Quidam afunt quod &u
germano accingerié ensi.“31 If he were short, he possibly
compensated for that fact by assering himself so boldly
and projecting himself to the forefront wherever he was.
However that may be, he undoubtedly was & leader of men,

to which the effect he had upon other men with ideas of

™Y oit. p. 105.
3°;B.>.%£-. ps 195, 1. 10. 31y, Jo Tooleys SPe SZle»
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their own attests, Included in that group are Ludwig,
Holy Roman Emperor; Jean de Jandun, one of the outatanding
philosophical scholars of the age; William of Ockham, one
of the great religious minds of the later Middle Ages;
and others. Whether he influenced his friends because of
his peraonal magnetism or solely because of his origina}
and audacious mind cannot be determined, However, when
his personality no longer could influence others, his
great work lived on and continued to affect the lives of
individusls and nations,
| Marian Tooley has a rather dim view of the character

of Marsiglio, especially since it helps her case. She
thinks that it is natural that the colorful and dramatic
Marsiglio should be remembered asnd credited with the
authorship of the Defensor Pacis long efter the quiet,

uncotrusive Jean was forgOtten.Bz ngis career suggests
that he was ambitious, assertive, and unserupulous,” she
says, and he would not have been loath to accept oredit
for the sole authorship of the work even though he did
not deserve it, After all, she points out, he stole the

work of sn earlier writer almost literally for his De

33

Jurisdictione Imperii et Authoritate swmnl pontificis.

————

321bid., pe 68,

BBTM’G was not at all unusual in the Middle Ages,
however,
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1t 18 not difficult to believe that Mersiglio was everye
thing she says he was, Lut the case does not end there.
The warmth with which Mussato addresses him, the large
number of frlends he had, his election to the rectorship

of the University of Paris, these attest that he had also

some very endearing characterlstlos, What they were, I

shall not venture to say,

It is very easy %o conclude that Marsiglio was an
opportunist. The manner in which he wandered from one
place to the next and Irom one occupation to another
indicates that, Lrhe strongest proof of this fact 1s his
service under the Ghibelline chlefs, who were the bltterest
enemies of his native c¢ity and who won glory in fighting
her, No one has yet produced a satisfactory reason for
that switeh, Marsigllo was proud of his native oity
and he had the blood of a true patriot in his veins,

In the first chapter of his masterplece, he proudly statesa,
"Antenorides ego”, referring to the founder of his city
a8 Virgil describes 11:1.1:1,3!1L ,Deapite his defection, Padua

19h0)3uv1r8%lp Aeneid (Cambrldge: Hervard University Press,

I, 258, 11, 242 £f.

kil " ’ Anteggr potuit, mediis elapsus Ach%ﬁ:,t i
Illyricos penetrare sinus atque in ngi
regna Liburnorum ot foggexg u;uperaﬁgo montia.l
unde per ora novem Vas murmn
it maﬁe proruptum et pelage premit arva

hio tmz:ga?{%; urbem Patavi gsedesque locavit

e fixit
T % zentl nomen dedit armaqu
éf-o:'zirﬁﬁng p%aoida compostus pace quiescits
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remembered hlm, and the city erected a tablet in St.
Leonard's Church which recounts his sctivities and his
influence on German thought.35 One might say that love
for his fatherland made him overlook his devotion to his
rother city, but that would be speaking in terms slightly
in advance of Harsiglio's time, It seems that his oppor-
tunism end ambition for personel gain ruled him more
than his soften emotions,

Mersiglio was a man of violent passions. He hated
the papeacy passionately, and he attecked it with vigor.
He had the hot blood of the South in his velns, even
though he lived in the .more t emperate north of Italye.
Were there any women in his life? One would certainly
expact that there would be, but nowehere 1is there 2
word mentioned on the subject., Perhaps he was a cleric
after all, or perhaps he satisfled himself with the
temporary lialsons which were so common in those days
that they did not even deserve mention, with the result

that we would not hear about them.

Pinally, was Marsiglio a very good Christian? HMany

scholars conclude that he was not. True enough, the -

second Dictio of the Defensor Pacis especially is based

11 quibus adnuis arcem,
it progeniegs :;:saig unius ob iram

infendum |
g?gébhg:r(atque Italis longe disingimur oris.

35 501,

Ce Ko Bz’ampton, OP. 2;-_2-’ Pe
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almost entirely on the Bible and the Fathers, and Marsiglio
certainly studied theology and was perhaps even & prace
tleing priest, but that 1s not entirely convincing,
Some think that he was perhaps drawn to theology merely
because of the political use to which he could put 1t.36
Since he was an Averroist, he could easily have been
tainted with the religious skepticism which characterized
80 many of that class, Hls actions certainly were not
always motivated by Christian love, but that is not
conclusive either, as we all know, In this matter,
Scholz strongly maintalns that Marsiglio was a good
Christian, in the following wordss

Welt entfernt davon irreligidse oder atheistische

Ansichten zu auszern, zeigt sich Marsilius vielmehr

jg.ei}gerade alsf-gutgliubiger Christ, der an den

firchenlehren festhilt, und nur die Geblete der

Vernunft und der Offenbarung, des Glaubens undst}ea
Epkennens scharf voneinander zu sondern such%t,

Conclusion

Ye are not sure whether or not the dead Marsiglio
was blessed, but his works certainly lived after him.
Although for many years at & time he would pasﬁ into com=
Plets obscurity, he alweys came back into the limelight

again, so that today he is more honored and respected than

L —

BDJe Hall@r’, 92. cit.p Pe 1890

37}% Scholz, "Marsilius von Padua und die Idee der
Demokratie,” Zeltschrift fur Politik, I (1907), 65.
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ever, He was the product of a unique time and unique
clrcumstances, which comblned with his unique gifts of
mind and personality to produce the .man:and his works,
There is much speculation concerning the factors which
influenced Marsiglio. Certainly he was influenced by
the conditions of his native Padua and the situation in
northern Italy in general, Some consider this the
major influence in his lifa.38 Others point to France
and the battle of Philip the Feir with the pope, with its
brilliant tractarians, as the major influence upon
Marsigllio and his 1deas.39 He was also influenced by his
training, Although there are only two citations from

40

the ancient medical authorities in the Defensor Pacils,

it is £i1lled with medical expressions and comparisons, The
ewpirical knowledge and experience that medicine providéed
infiuenced him considerably,ul and that is one of the
Tactors that relates him to the Renalssance, There were
many influences upon Marsiglio, and he absorbed them all
into his thinking, However, we cannot reduce him to a
mere product of his time and influences. Scholz atates
that fact as followsg "Aus lhrer Zeilt heraus sind auch
seine Ideale geboren, und doch sind sle seine persohnliche

38!].; H&lle!?, .92. oit.p ppo 190 fu

39R. SchOlz' 22' .Bj-—tﬂ. Pe 6&-'

hoMarailius de Padua, op. c¢it., ed, R, Scholz, p. xlviii.

th. Scholz, op. cit., P. 6l
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Schgpfung; denn er allein hat sie zu formulieren veratanden."ha
One can examine each of the influences upon him; tﬁz
Italian city-state, Gallicanism, the universities, Averroism,
nominalism, Williem of Ockham, Jean de Jandun, and all
the resat, and he surpasses each by far in his own field,
politica, His hetred for the papacy begen in Pasdua, where
the clergy was hated as nowhere else. It continued in
the atmosphere of Paris University, the supporter of
Philip the Fair, It found support in the depravity of
the curia at Avignon, It deepened into personal affront
when he received two promises of positlons and probably
received neither one of them, As long as the papacy was
an Itallan institution, it pwbably did not seem so bad to
Marsiglio, especially since his home town was more or
less sllied with it in their opposition to the Ghibellines,
But when the papacy‘transfarred to France, that was the
final blow, It now was not only an affront to his personal
honor but also to his national honor. Jacob Burckhardt
hes much to say sbout the honor of en Itallan at the time
of the Renaissance.h3 No doubt a great part of that
peculiar veneration of one's "honor" end the steps which

must be taken to avenge it once it is injured existed

hzlbid., po 66.

43515 book, The Civilization of the Renaissance in
Italy, is still considered & classic in its Ileld,

=
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already at Marsiglliofs time, Vengeance must be had, and
Mersiglio tried his best with his pen and his tongue and
his entire being, and he succeeded admirably, at least
in the Tirst category. That is indeed the important
caetegory, for it carried his ldeas beyond his orn time
and the limited area of western Europe,

Influence iz a very nebulous thing, and there are
nany Influences that are not at all apparent as well as
others that are very apparent but are not really influences,
One can easily confuse the influence of Harsiglio with
that of other things and people that influenced him, Similar
conclusions may be reached completely independently of
each other, However, one way of guaging the influence of
a work is to discover how often it was printed. The
Defensor Pacis was often cited during the conciliar

movement, but it was not until the time of the Reformation
The first edition came

that 1t really came Iinto its own.
out in 1522, and between then and 1692 it went through

Ll

numerous editiéns in many of the Western Eurcpean countries.
One of the most interesting editlons 1s the English

trenslation whicl: William Marshall made himself or.had

made in 1535. This appeasled to the intellectuals gathered

at Henry's court, but it never became very popular among

by, sulliven, ope Site; PP 602 rf,
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the peOple.hg Marshall wrote to Cromwell that although 1t
was the best book in England sgainst the pope, 1t had
never sold well,ué It had a simllar problem elseuwhere,
and Marsiglic never became a real force among the people.
His realm was the intelligentsia, Among those his
influence 1s traced in many places, with varying degrees
ef justification, These include the concllier movement,
Wyelir, the Hussites,uT the Brethren of the Common Life,
Martin Luther, the court of Henry VIII, especially Arch=
bishop Cranmer,hﬂ Macohiavelli, Rousseau, and many others.
Afber 1692, meny years went by without another edition
of the work. Then in our own century there was a spurt

of renewed interest, and two excellent critlcal editions

came out within less than five years.go These should

serve for years to come, enabling secholars of the present

and of the fubure to study this unique worke

This, then, has been & brief overview of the life

of the author of the Defensor Pacis. His book has been

th. L. Baumer, "Thomas Starkey and Marsilius of Padua,"

Politica, ITI (1936), 191-2.
Lérvig., p. 192.

4Tuarsilius de Padus, op. cite., ede R. Scholz, p. xlix,

LLBFG LC Ba‘mr” -QE. eit., p. 192.
th. Gewirth, Mersilius of Padua, the Defender of the

Poace (New York:; Oolumbia University Press, 1 Ly
Thore is a rairly complete list of those suppossedly Iinflue-
enced by Marsiglio on these pages.

soThose of C, W, Previté;Ortpn (Cambridges Universaity
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¢eiied many things, including the firast practicsl book

51 fthe most remarkable literary

of political theory (1),
product of the Middle Ageﬂ.sz "die selbstandigste und
kuhmste kirchenpolitische Schrift des Mittelaltera,'53
'anﬁ_the dile, 1t was unique because of ita cambination
of typloally medieval form with matter that was more
ehisracteriastlc of the Renslssance and the Reformation,
Practical or not, it never became truly effective, since
i1%6 value was linlted to the learned intollectuals,
Deasplte ibs extensive uge of Soriptures and the Pathers,
it remuined essentlaily a political work., The power
‘the pope was too great to be broken by politics and
political arguments, Ite roots lay much deepsr., It
remained for a later age and another man and the power
of the Gospel to accomplish to some degree that which
Mersiglio had hoped to echieve, Haller aptly puts it:
"Gebroshen Xonnte die Mesht des Irrtums ersi werden,

ale ihm die religiﬁse Kraeft einss neuen Glaubens ente
segentrat, "4

Press, 1928) and R, Schols (Henover: Hahnsche Buchhandlung,
1932), D. Bigongiari, in his "Notes on the Text of the
Defensor Peels,” Spesulum, VII (1932), 36-49, points oub
& Tunber of ervors in the edition of Previte=Orion, Without

L=

heving seen Ppof, Bigonglari's artiocle, Soholz agrees with
some, bub not nearly eil, of the suggested o rrections
in his edition.

:)lJo Haller, SPe 8ites DPo 192 f.

52p ; = £ Marsiglio of Padua
223, Emerton, The Defensor Pacis o i% of
{Cambridée, Hasa.: narvar Voraicy Press, Ys Pe 1o

53 o Haller' 929 _%_t_g’ Pe 166. 5u’lb1de’ Pe 19’.].'
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