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TOHNARD

Tho objective of thin thesls has boen %o prepare & study of the
origin aud pwrpose of the various sonsong of the Festivel lalf of

" . tho Charah Yoar and to imtegrate the Propors for ths Sundays,

FPostivals, cnd Fordal Days of tho Feativel Half of tihe Churoh
Yooy for congrogatioreld m. This ohjeotive in itself huo mode 1%
iumpossible ©o follow muwoh of the proseduve uguwlly roguired i the
wirlting of o thoais for the dogree of Bugholor of Diwvialty. For
oxiaplo, the litorary style of tho thosis i simple and popular,
. aid thore is & leck of diresot guobations, other than those of
the Progéra. The purpose of the thosis has also made it
advigable not to sob off in goparate paragravhs the loager
quobations of tho Properse Oz the othor humd, it hus muds
3t advissblo %o nots tho sowros of sudh quotabions in the
body of the thesiss 4120 gined muph of the mutorial in tiv tlewals,
oopecially the intogration of the Propera, is the sesult of povsonal
sbuly, it has boon possiblo forr tho moab part to doowent only the
bistorical dntu oliteds

Throuchout the thesls, the oullim of thw Clureh Toayr found
in the Lubheran Liturgy and tho Lutheran leotionspy has loen
 follewod, and the texis of tho Prorors luve bows quoted fren
thezo sourcos. %This also aceoﬁnta for the uge of & gysten of
capitalizing Soriptwe puaseges differing from the mothod unaed
in the King James Voralon of the Holy Bible.



CRATEER T
THE ClURCH T9AR ASD ITT WOLATION T0 W2 CHURCH'YS LIViRGY
The ivrangement and Murroce of tha Churoh Yoor

Blnea tha vory Loglaoning of tho Ghvlstien Chuvoh, Christien pooplo
havoe vegalerly csagmblod in pudblic worshlp to offor jralso and thankse
giving %o God, to loy tholr potitions boaforo illm, 4o hear s Word, %o
bo slrengtlonod by the Hody Sacrwont, uzd to enjoy 4w follgwahip of
Boliovorae And in order to sive hop worshly vavied foundabion cnd
oxprosaion, the Churoh, down through the ages, has developed an
atnuel, Cheisteosntersd progrus: of worehips For contiwles thic yoarly
prograa of worship bus beon oaliod The Clmrsh Yeor or %ha Clyistien
Yonr o distinguleh 4% from the oommon or olvil yoare Just Low the
Ciawoh Yeur doveloped oubt of the life ef the Chureh, wo shull
disouss in roro detnll as ve considor the individusl sosscny
of the Cinzroh Youre Ab presemt, however, we are primsrily intorestod
in dicoussing Gho crrangoment and purpose of the Chureh Your ag wo
ngw 4% Godaye

- &8 !.ene.nmﬂmmtouathrdué;h%adgus. 5o Chureh Yoar
ig divided into two parts or 'hm lerpor gensonse Tho Pirst
mmﬂ.mwhextﬂnhﬂmmmwhﬁln?eﬁm#m
Holy Tyinity, 3o ofton callad tho Vestival Eulf of the Clnmroh
Yoor, becuuso 1t inclules the colebrution of all the gronk
Christion Fosbivals, euoh ag Cliristuns, Faster, ond Hontesoste
During this gonson of the CGlmral Yesy, the Ohursh briugs Lofore



S
us tho chlef overde of cur lord's osrihly 14fe in tholr historical
order, rouinding us of tho great things Cod hus donw oy us in 1Hs
Bone '

Eho sopond gart of tho Chamrah Yooy is roferved to oo tho lHone
fostival Ilf of tho Church Yeor in contrast to the Pestival lialf,
whioh oontaing s1) the great Festivale of the Cinwah, This sacson
ip also vsliad the Trlulty Sosson booouso 1% beping with the fivet -
Sunday efter the Poutiml of tha Holy Teinlty and comcludes with
the last Simdoy afber Tpinitye. Daring this seasen, tho Chrch
5ot forth the Christlen 180 and endls us o growth in :
Clwristian livinge Conlrary %o i8s namw, however, Hhilc asason
ulso incluion ¢ho colubrabicn of cartuin festiwisy fow, a3
during Siw Peativel Hol? of tho Uhureh Yesr, the Ciwmroh clso
ouemonoratos gone of the great avents of hov nlobory dwering ;
thda gensohe For emsmplo, this soason insludes %iw comenmpration
of the Hoblvity ol S5t. Joim 'blu Bapblet and the VFestivul of tho
Reformabions

Thap talan togother, those Gwo aenzons of the Chureh Yooy
ousbiae %o present e couploto’snd wellebalunced sumary of
Curistion toashing during $ho sourso of a ysars Hoosuse of
this, ths Cluroh Yoar is woll desipgned not only to give varled
sxgression %o, our Torsiip, but alse todepen cur apiritusl
incights,, streogtion owr foith, axid fostor cur growth iw
mm-nm e ma%quyamofmw-

fe



The Relabion of the Church Year to the Chwroh'!s Liturgy

/

Singe tho Ghurch Yoar is intended to be the basis for our worship
and mdi:tation ‘throughout the year, 1t is only matural thet it finds
exprossion in the Church?s Liturgy = Ths Common Order of Service.
Following the plan of the Chwroh Yeer, the Liturgy for each Sumday
and Mestival of the year unfolds the events of our lord?s life and
the v arious aspects of Ohristian toaching step by stey, until the
complote plan of the Churoh Year has bsen laid befors us aa the
basls for our common meditation and devotion.

Certain. parts of the Liturgy have beon espesially designed
for this progrossive unfolding of the Church's anmual prograa of
worshipe ZThey are those purts of the Liturgy which very from
Sunday to Swdey = the Tmtrols, Oollect, Epistle, Gradual, and
Gospol. These variable parts of the Liturgy, known as the
Propers, ere always appointed accordiag to the plen of the
Church Year, and thus they are d;as!.gnsd to. present tho specific
megsage and detormine the moed end lp.l!'i.‘li of each Day and
Festival of the Church Year. :

Vhile discussing ths Propers, it is also interesting
%o note that each of them has its own speeial part in presenting
the specific theme and mood for eech Day's somremorations Since
the Tnbrolt is the opening “anbhen” of the service of worship,
its purpose is to announce the Dey’s oommemorntion axd to
* indlests the mood and spirit of the Day at the very
begioning of the worship service. leter in tho service, the
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Goupol mevrabon the histovie svent bolng oomwmovited or presente the
contrel toaching of the Iuy. The Hpletle, 3a tarh, uemally expands
the %hewght of tiw Cospsl or apzliea its muaau in a pructicel ways
Conlng 88 4% doos betwoen the Epistle and 410 Gospsl, the Gradus)
g:rvos co 6 Uransition from the Zplatle to the Cospel or lizks
the thoughts of tho twe togoblows And, fimliy, tio Collec; which is
% brief prayor, gellectc and presonta o Cod the moeds of tiw
congregation which cre r0flogted in the Day¥s Epistlo or Gospels Tims
ecabined, tho l'ropsru. for the oy adoquatoly present tho commomerstion
for the Duy 8o aypolated by tie Guweh Yeors and wakon 83 & whole,
the Pyrepers for syvoery Sunday aud Footival of the year wafold the
coapleto plan of the Churoh Years

ify thorefove, we would derive the greatest possible beuefit fven
cur woa of thy Churoh Yonr ond reosive with grestest bloseings the
woouage fron God'e Yord whlch 1z vddyossed to ws cash lordts Dey
oud Festival, we must continuslly be aware of the plas und purnose
ofﬂlﬂmhi'mngﬂ'm%wimwmﬂﬂ
mosoege of the Prepore for sash Dy and thoiyr relationskip te
tho ontive Cluwoh Yeare It ls with this meed in mind that the follewing
puges have been weitton, which endoavor to outline the erigin und
purposs of cagh soeson of the Feetivel Hulf of the Church Yerr and
o ohow i more detedl how e Propers for eseh Doy of tida firet helf
of the Ghureh Yeor cceidine o osrry oub thelr appointed Thanee Pollows
ing this stuly throughout ¢be oxadag Chmroh Tear, perhaps weo shall be
. ouabled to obbaln a betitor understand snd appreciation of the Church's
mofwagﬂpnﬁt&mhamblﬂhm“wawmaﬁm
owr worshlp 1ifoe



CHAPYER XX
ADVERY

2he Seaason of Advent merks the beginning of the Ohuroh Year and is
tho psracd of preparation for the Festivel of Christmass As such, it
inbtroduces the first majer oyole of the Church Yeer, which extends
from Advent until ths end of Fpiphany, This senson imcludes four Sundeys,
the four Sundays preceding Christuaey ond the date of Advent Sunday is
determinsd by St. Andrew's Day, November 30th; Advent Sunday bemg tho
Sunday noarest that Dn,v‘ol

This sesson, preparatory to Christmas, 1ikely hed its origia in
Franonz Its observance there can be traced baok to as early as the
f4rst pert of the Pifbh century.” By the end of the fifthwatury,
the time of Advent extended from the Feast of Bte Martin, November 1lth,
to Christmes « a poriod of forty daya.'!‘ Tt was 2 penitential ssason,
charagterized by fasting and abstinence. Howiver, this practice of a .
forsy=day Advent fast was not everywhere unifornly heid, and soon the
leng'ﬁh of tho season was reduced to fowr weeks as we have 1% todaye

T
Paul Zellew smao.oh, Glurch Year (Phﬂudelphht The United
mm;an Publioation House, 'a':rsm"".
Luther Do Roed, The luthoran Liturgy (Philadelphia: kuhlezberg
m", '.19‘7). P. éé.

o wmw wmwmﬁ%%

El. 1946 Pe. 13,

mm: Gubranger, "Advent,” The liturzicsl Year, translated by Dom
Laurence Shepherd (london: Burns Oates & 1, 1922), Pe 22
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The nsme "Advent” itself, which means “ooming,” poiuts to the
significance and purpose of this seasor. For, in preparation for
the ooming celebratiom of the Savior's birth, we think primerily
during these weeks of Advent of the the thres comings of our Lord -
His eoming in the flesh at Bethlohsm to redesm the vorld from min,

His coming into the lives of men through the Word and the Saoraments,
and, £inally, His coming on the last day to judge the living and the
dead.S Such comtemplation is well designed to prepere our heerts, so
tkatm Lord will be borz in un anmsw on the Day of His Bivth and
thyoughout ths coming year,

" As the season preparatory to' Christmas, Advent is penitential
in chersoters This is sysbolised by the violet oclored parements which
adorn the chencel furnishings throughout this season. In keeping with
this penitential aspect of Advent, it is owr purpose during these days _
4o bogoms more aware of .our need for a Savior by acknowledging our sins
and to prepare our hearts for our Lerd!'s goming by oonhnl.ng.'?w
trunagressions wnto God,

Howsver, in spits of its penttential sspect, Advent is nond the
less & tivwe of Joys It connot be othervise for soom we shall
‘calebrate the Birthiay of the Eing of Heaven and join the
engslio choira in chambing, "ilery %o God in the highest, aud on éarth

? ' 2 ) (]
" Villensus, op. odte, Pe 176
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peacs, good will toward men,"
The Firet Sunday in Advent

The keynote of this first Swiday of the Church Year is sounded in
tho Gospel, "ss.Tell ye the deughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh
unto thee,eeee” The King 1s comingl Just ss these words omoe fore=
told the triumphal entry of our Lord into Jerusslem, so todey they
sunounce the approsshing Festival of the Nativity and exhort us %o
propare our hearts, so thut our lLord might be borm in us anew on
that Pestive Days Reallzing "...ths threatening perils of ouwr sinseess,”
we cannot but respond to this exmouncement in the words of the Collsat,
“Stir up, wo besseoh Thee, Thy power, 0 Lord, and come,sese®

A% the 'be;!nn:in.g of this new Church Year these words of ths Gospsl
also announce that. because ouwr Lord was onos born the Sabe of Bothlehn
end redeensd us to owr God, He 1s coming to us onse more throughout the
ooning Ohurch Year in His Vord and Sacrament, in order to strengthen
our faith and £ill us with His Spirits EHow Joyfully, therefore, wo .
ought to exolaim in the words of the Imtroit and Gradual, "Show me Thy
ways, O Lord: teach me Thy paths.” . :

¥e are to make the most of this year of grace; for "seethe day is
ot hand't..-.."' (Epistie) Ve never know when cur Lord might come. Bub
wo need not fear as l:oagaam continue to pray throughout the year,
a8 w do today, 'Mom.om.dolllﬁupwlmi 0 my God,

I trust in rl;oo." (xntroit)

[
* Luke 2114e

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL TIERARY
CC"%P\.}:'J“A SenlasY

i'i‘ e ~ B ST. LQI-.‘IS l\ng
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The Second Sunday in Advent

Last Sunday the Lord's first coming was the object owr meditetion.
' Today we are reminded that He, Who was born in Bethlehem, shall come
again at the end of time in power and glory to juige the living and
tt;a d'ud. This is our lord's message in today's Gospel. "The powers
of heaven shall be shakem: and then shall they see the Som of Man
coming in & oloud with power and great glory,” (Gradunl and Gospel)

While His ocming will be g day of destruction for those who
have not accepted Him as Savicr ond es Lord, it will be a day of completed
salvation and rodemption for all of those into whose hearts the Lord desus
has oome during their lifebimes This 4s the assurance voiced im the .
Tmtroit, “Deugher of Zicni behold, thy Selvabion comsthe The
Lord shall ceuse Eils glorious voice to be heard: and ye shall have
gladusss of heart.” Added to this we have our Lord's words, “Anmd
when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, snd 1if%
up your heads; for your redemption dreweth nighi®

This perfect redemption, which we will receive et the second
coming of our Lord, is ons of the many oomforting promises written
in the Seriptures to give us hopes (Epistls)

But it is not the purpose of today's Fropers simply to axnounce
the Lord's coming in judgment, St. Paul and our Lord also tell us
what kind of lives we ought to live Shrough the power of the Spirit
until the great day oomes, so that we might Yo seglorify God, even _
the Father of our Lord Jesus Ohrist" (Epistle) end "essbe accounted
worthy to escepe all these things that shall come to pass, and to
sand before the Som of Man." (Gospel)
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However, such lives of love and preparedness will be possible for
s only if the Lord Jesus is eontinmumlly rebora in our hearts. Fully
aware of this, we pray in today's Colleot, "Stir up our hearts, O
Lord, to waks ready the way of Thine only-begstten Son, so that by
His ooming wo may be enahled to serve Thee with purs mindsj through
the same Jesus Ohrist, Thy Son, owr lord;vess”

The Third Sunday in Advent

During the past two Sundays we have considersd our lLordts firsh
coming and His seoond oovning, which still lies in the futwre. Today
wo think of anothey goming of cur lLord - His coming into our hearts
through His Word with all His Iaaﬂ.ns power, Mindful of His
presence in us, how fitting are the words of St. Faul in the Iatroit,
“Rejoloe in the Lord ulway: and again I sey, Rejolce." Ve rejoice
ospesially that, as the children of God, we meed not be gverly
eoncernsd about the things of this 1ife,“"ssebut in everything,

By prayer and supplication with thanksgiving," ws can let owr
 "essroquests bo mede knowa wato Gode" (Imbrols) _

The Church, hewsver, vould baye s Shink today pariculardy of the
fagb that 4t 13 through the preaching of the Word and the administration
of the Saocraments by the ministers of Christ that our Blessed Lerd oomes
into our 1ives to mve snd sanctify uss Two such ministers of Christ
a-ub!oighttnmlﬂmhmtnthﬂolplmdﬂﬂsﬂo—ﬁhm
Baptist end St. Paul, John prepared the way of the Lord. Hip. was
more than o prophet: (Gospel) St. Paul wae one of the t'ormlt of the
ambasgadors for Christ, Since their time, throughout the eges, th:_mundl
of others hove followed in their steps, proclaiming the Gospel of Chrisbe
Through their preaching ocountless souls have been brought to the
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Redecmer, even wo ourselves. We ought, therefore, to love, respect,
honor, and obey those servants of God, for they are ".s+the ministers
of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God." (Epistle)

As ve enter this new year of grace and approack the coming
Pestival of Christmas, we ought also to be aware of the fact that i%
is through the Word spolen by these men of God thot the Lord Jesus
desires to enter our hoarts with renewsd power on the Day of His
Birth and throughout the coming yeer.

In order that the Lord might so ooms imbo cur hearts cn the
Festival of His Nativity and throughoub this new year of grace,
wo pray, "Thou that dwellest between the cherubim, shine forthy
stir up Thy strength and gomecess Stir up Thy strengths and come
and save use” (Gradusl) "Lond, we boseesh Thee, give ear to our prayers
and lighten the darkmess of our hearts by Thy grasious visitetionjeese"
(¢olieet)

The Fourth Sundey in Advent

"Rejoloe in the Lord alwayeese Ths Lord is at hand.® (Epistle)
The Joy of this last Sumday in Advent is greater tham that of the
previcus, for in just o fow more days we shall stand once more in
apirit before the Msuger Throne in Davidts Town, worshipving and
adoring the mew-born King of Kings and Lord of Lords. In osger
expoctation we ory out, "Drop downs ye heevens, from above: and

let the sldes pour down rightecusness. Let the eagrh opon: sad
Uring forth sslvations" (Imtroit) ) '

Put how shall we groet the Lord arightt mmi:.-pn_mpm
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our hearts for Hin? W find the snswrs to these all-importent questions
in today's Epistle and Godpel, We are %o greeb our Lord in trus hmmility
and with a deep sen.u of our own need and unworthiness. Then the true
joy and pesce of Christmas will be ourss This lesson in hunility we
can well learn from John the Baptist; who said, ".s.Hs it is, who eoming
after m is preforred before mp, vhose shoe's latehet I em zot worbhy to
unlooss.” (Goapel) Furthermore, we are to go.. forth to meet our lerd
with "¢eeproyer ond supplication with thanksgiving.sse,” 88 ths
apostle Paul reccmmends in the Epistles ey

Surely, the Lord Himself will assist us in preparing our besrts to

receive Him, for "The Lord is nigh wnto all them that oall upon Him:
todll that oall upon Him in truth." (Gradusl) Therefore, let us-
pray, "Stir up, 0 Lord, we bosesech Thee; Thy power and oome and
with great might sucoor us that by the help of Thy grace whatsgever is
hindered by our sine mey be spesdily accomplished through Thy mercy
end satisfactionjesee” (mupt)_



CHAPTER IXI
CHRISTMASTIDE

For four weeks ™ have been preporing ourselves for the oelebration
asd commomoration of our lord's Hativity, and now tho Fostival has
arrived. Ohri.s'm: is tha first great Festivel of the Clnwrch Yeare
With 1%s celebration of 'bha birth of owr Blessed Lw.'d. we begin once
move to relive, step by step, the events of His life.

The birth of our Lord wos first oelebrated in the East during
the third cenmburys At that time the date of ita oslebration was not
Dascember 26th, as it is todays. Rather, the Nativity was celebrated
on Jonuary S8th, together with the Feast of the !pd.phl.ny-x However,
by the niddle of the fourth contury, the olmrohes in Rome m begun
to ocelebrate Christues on December th.a And even thoush’th Tostival
of the Epiphany continued to be the more popular emong the people of
the East, by the end of the fourth century, the oustom of celebrating ;
the Lord?s birth on December Eﬁbﬁl'mn ascepted alu in the Bastern
Uhnruhga Since that tiwe, Christwas has been \mi.varn;glly -
gulebrated on that datss DBecause its date is thus stationary, it is
called an jmmovable feasts

1
Dom Otte Heering, _!4.v With the Church, trenslated by Dom Bembert
nuo.mn (Wew Yorks Bens T8, 1090}, Po 10s

Iolnﬂ- Eeliner of tho Ohriatian Fastivals
£rom At Geigin to the Freestt. H% s, T08), 7o T4

Panl Zeller Strodach, The Church Year (Phﬂ.lﬂ'lpuul The United
Lutheren Publication House, GeT008), Pe T¥s
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In the anolent Churoh, as early as the end of the sixth acextury,
three services of divine vorship wore held on Christmas to commemorate
the Loxdls M.r‘khf The first; ot midaight, oalled the Mass of the
Angels, celebrated our Lord's birth of the Blessed Virgin; the second,
at daybreak, oalled the Mass of the Shepherds, commemorcted the
Saviort!s birth in the hearts of thease men3 and the third, the High Mass,
oelobrated the eternal birbh of the Son from the Bosom of ths Father.®

All thres of these cormsmorations still find e place in owr
liturgy in the Propers for Christmas Day and the Second Christmas
Days This anolent three=fold colebration also explains the faeh that
two Introits, two Epistles, and two Graduals are suggested for
Christmas Days However, in our study of the Propers fur the
Dey, we shs‘.l.]. consider only those those which are most generally uull-

Needless to =may, Christmas 1s a time of holy joy, for on this day
Tho Hngofﬁuumdmﬁmhmhmuh’mw sin and
bring ua back to Gode For that reason, our hesrts should be filled
with adoration, jJoy, gratitude and love on this most holy Day of
His Nativity.

The celebration of Christmas proper continuss for eight days,
from Christmas Dey wntil the Feast of thes Oircumoision and the Neme
of Josus, on Jaxuery lsts The larger Christmans aycle, however,

,_I
zﬂﬂl"hle' ﬂ' oltes Ds Be

Iblﬂ., PP 94103 and Dom Prosper Gubranger, "Ohristmas," I, third
edition, The "Eﬁ Yoar, transiated by Dom Lourence Shepherd
(Vorchesters Aobey, 1918), ps 185,
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insludes the period from Advent umtil the end of Epiphany, This meens
that the blrth of ocur Lord, and events related to and immediately
following His birth, will be the object of our attention not only on
Christmas Day, bub for several weeks to come,
Ohristmas Day, the Feast of the Nativity
of ow Lerd

"For wito you 1a born this day in the oity of David a Savior
which 18 Christ tho Lord.® This glorious announcement of the
birth of our Blessed Redesmer, contained in the Goapel for the Day, is
proclainmed at the very beginning of the service in the words of the
Inbroit, "Uato us a Child is borm, umto us a Son is given: and the
government ghall bs upon His shoulder, and His name sholl be onlled
Wonderful, Cownselor, the Mighty Gods the Everlasting Father, the
Prince of Peace."

He, Who is born, 18 "eeethe Mighty God: the Everlasting Father;sees”
He has come %o redeem us from owr sins and to empower us with His Spirits,
eo that ".udem.rl.ng mgodliness and vorldly lusts, we should live:scberly,
righteously, and godly in this present worldjeess” (Bpistle) Ia Him,
the Babe of Betblehem, "eestho grace of God that Bringeth salvstion
hath appesred to sll men,eees” (Epistle) "Al1 the ends of the earth
have ssen the salvation of owr Godieses," for the "Lord hath made
knomn His salvation: His rightsousnesa hath He ojenly showed in
the sight of the heathen.,” (Gradual)

Should wo not pray Ged in the Colleot that the birth of His
" eesonly=bogotten Son in the flesh may set us free, who are held
in thnﬁold bYondage under the yoke of sinjees."? Should we znot
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rejoice on this Day of His Birtht "Oh, sing unto the Lord e now song:
for Ho hath dome mervelous things.” (Introlt) ®e..Glory o God in the
highest, and on earth peace, good will Yoward men." (Gospel)

The Seoond Christmas Day

As on Christmas Day, the Introlt onoe more fills owr hearts with
Joy by proolaiming the Saviorts birth in the words of the prophet Isaiah.
"Unto us & Ohild 1s born, wmato us a Son is givenissss®

Today's Gospel is a continmuation of the Gospel for Christmas Daye
It tells of the Shepherds who hastened to Bothlehem, worshipped the
new=born Prince of Peace, "<..unde known abroad the uyingwlﬂ.n;h was
told them concerning this Ohild," and "acereturned, glorifying and
praising Godesse"

And o that we also might be illed with thls same holy joy end
dovotion to the Lord Jesus during this Christmas Season and through=
out the ooming year, St. Paul, in the Epistle, once more reminds us
of the great gifts which the Ohrist-~Child hes won for use Our Dear
Lord, Whom ve now worship and adare, by FAs 1ife on esrth has madh
4t possible for us to have the forgiveness of sins and beoomo the
heirs of eternal 1ife. Thoss gifta He has given us "seeby the washing
of vegeneration and the remewing of the Holy Ghostjeses® (Epistle)
Surely, "This i the Lord?s doing: it &e marvelous in our eyes."
(Gradual) And it is for the centinwance of these gifts throughoub
our lives that we pray in the Collects

Like the Shepherds of old, therefore, mey we whp have worshipped
at the oradle of the Infant Redssxwr slso make lmown the glad tidings
of Christmss and continually glorify and pralse Gode
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The Sunday after Christmas

\

In todey’s Goapel we £ind the Ohrist-Child in the temple with His
pavents on the day of His presentation and of His motherte purification.
Vo see two aged servants of tle Lord, Simeon avd Amma, adoring Him,

It vas on this oconsion that Simeon spoke those beautiful words of
the Nuno Dinitiss Bub of particular interest to us today are the words
of Simeon which prophesy the future suffering of this Blessed Child,.
"And Siroon bleased them, and siiid umbto Mory His mothor, Behold, this
Ohild is get for tm_ fall and rising egain of manmy in Israsl; for a
sign which ahsll be spoken against; .(pa.. e sword shall pisree
through thy own soul also) that the thoughts of meny hearts may be
revealed," -

Simeon, however,; was not the firat to prophecy the Lordls
future suffering. The prophets of old had predicted it. And in the
Epistle St. Paul reveals tho resson the Son of God nust suffers Be
nust suffer to redeem men from the ourse of the Law, thet they might
becomo song of Gode He writes, "i..when the fulpess of tixe was come,
" God saut forth His Sch, made of & woman, made wder the Law, to redeen
" them that were uwmder the law; that we might veceive the adoption of
sons."”

ma.mmusrchMuamthum.md_mmt&m
sud heirs of Gods Therefores let uz today join Amna and Simeon in
worshipring and adoring Him, Who 18 "seefuirer than the ohildren
of menteess” (Gradual) and Whose "sestestimonies are very suretesss”:
(Tnbyolt) lLet s also pray Shat, following the exsuple of Simson aud
Ama, "seswe may be made to abound in good worksjsiee” (Collect)
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The Ciroumoision and the ¥eme of Jesua

The Gospel for today 1s once agaln the besis for our ocmmemorstiene
Our Blessed Lord is eight days ¢dd. It is the day for His oirocumecision
and neming.

"And whon eight days were accomplished for the oi.rc';nnl.shg of the
Ohild, His nome was oulled Jesus, which was so nomed of the angel before
He wes qonfa;ived in the worbe" (Gospol) His mame i3 cnlled Jesus,
which means Savior. "0 Lord, our Lord, how exoellent is Thy nsws in all
the aerthisess” * (Introlt)

The Son of God has como to be our Saviors The very rite of
ciroumocision, to whiok He sukmits Himeelf, is o significaunt parb
of His rodemptive works It slgnals the faob that His emtire 1ife is to
e one of submission bo tho Law of God, so that Ho might fulfill it
perfectly in the stesd of all men. Tima men are %o be released from
the demands and curse of the law end slothed in His p-o!.':t‘oot right=
eoueness before Gods -

As Christians we have been clothed in Jesus! perfest rightecusnsss.
- He has beoome our riMml: by faiths This is the comforting message
which Ste Poul sddresses to us in today's Bpistle. He writes, "Wherefore
the Law vms our schoolmsster to bring us unto Christ, thit we might be
Justified by falth:. Bubt after thet faith ia oome, we ure no longer
under o schoolmaster: For yo are all the children of God by falth
in Qhrist Jesmus: For as msuy qﬂg‘!m es have been baptised into Chriast

have put on Ghrisk." .‘-‘;~ :
Yes, in Christ, "hl. the ends of the earth have seer the salvation
of our Godisees The Lord hoth made Imown Ei¢ sslvation:  His rl;hi-

eousness hath Ho openly showed im ths sight of the heathen." (Gradual)
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Avd whet more appropriate words of petltlon could flow from our lips
on this day than the words of the Colleot, "0 Lord God, who for our
sakes last made Thy blessed Son, our Savior, subject to the Law end
caused Hinm to ondurs the cirounoision of the flesh, grant us the
true eirouncision of the Spirit that out hearts may be pure from all
sinful dssiros end lustsy through the ssme Jemus ?m-ut-.. Thy Son,

ow ufdj-unt“
The Sunday after Hew Year

The Gospel acoount of the Flight into Egypt and the Hartyrdom
of the Holy Innocents combines with the Epistls for todsy te
instruct us conoerning the blessodness of suffeyiug for Christ'a seke
and to asswre us that God protects and carea for His own. _

The Holy Gospel informs us of King Herod's plot to kill the
Infant Jesus. He ordered the death of all infauts in Bethlehem
ond 1ts surrounding countryside in the hope that Jesus would be suong
them. Bub the hesvenly Father protected His Some Long before Herod's
orders were l.nm.d.- He warned Joseph to flee into Egﬁbo There the
Holy Family found r\otuga wtil God, after Herod's death, advised them
%0 return.

8o God protects all who ere Hiss for "The Loxrd reigneth, He is
olothed with majesty, the Lord ia olothed with strength, herewith
He hath girded Hingelf.® (Imiwoit)

Trus, we may suffer for Ohrist's sake, as did the children of
Bethlehem, but we should ".sespeak the praise of the Lordieses”
(Gradusl) emid suelh suffering, knowing thab God is sbill caring for
us and that such suffering is bemeficial for our qlﬂt‘ml. welfare.
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We must never forget that the Lord is "..cour Father and Redesmer:.eces®
(Gredual) This is the message addrcased to us by St. Peter in today's
Epistle. NHe writes, "Beleved, think it not strange conceraing the
" " plery trial which is to try you, as though some strange aﬁnguw
to yow: bub rejoice, inammuch as ye ere partakers of Ohrist®s
suffering; that, vhen His glory shall be revealed, ye may bo glad
eléo with exceeding joy." Howsver, not only do we have this hope,
but we ean be confidemt alse that God Himself will grant us the
greace to perform this good work of patiensce in suffering, s well
a8 all obhera which Be would have uws %o doe (Colleot)



OHAPTER IV X "-._ A
YHE EFIPHAKY SEASON

With the errival of the Pestival of the Epi.phaw, the Ohristuss
Season closese Bub s the name Epiphany, which pm "manifestation,”
suggeste, the Festival of the Epiphany and i.ts éupodﬂd.ns Sundm
sorve to continue to wafold the events of the 1.‘..1'0 atom-;'lmdm
to reveal new aspecta of His comings The season would pmaent
espacially those events in the 1life of our Lord which mnuuk
His Divinity and signal the appearance of His saving gracs to the
Goutiloss Both of these themes are found throughout the Propers
for this Season.

A:a rreviously alluded to, the Festivel of the Epiphany is
of nore ancleont origin than ths Festival of Christmas, It was first
oelebrated in the East during the third century, commensrating both
our lord?s Birth and His Baptln.l lLater, other commemoretiona
weye added to this day, such as our lLord's miracle at the
wedding feast abt Cana.

When, in the latter part of the fourth century, the Eastern
Churohes acospted December 26th as the day for the obssrvance of
our Lordis lgirth, the Western Clmrches, in twrn, adopted the
Feast of the Epiphuuy.® There is sums evidonoe that this Festival

Paul Zeller Strodach, The Ghurch Year (Philadelphin: Ehe
United Lutheran Publication House, 6+1928), Fpe 60<le
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may have besn kepl earlier in certain parts of the Wow,s bat it ms
only in the latter part of the fourth ocsmbury thet ita oelebration
became general throughout the Church.

In those early deys, the Day of the Epiphany had thres commemorations=
the Vieit of the Magi, the Baptism of Jesus, snd %hs Fjreole of ths Wedding
Foasgt ot ﬂaua: All wers chosen with the purposs of declaring our Lordls
glory end Divinity end of proclainming His ooming to the Geutiless

Gradunlly, however, the Visity of ths Kings from the East became the
centyral sampemoration of tho Day, and the Baptism of our lord and the
Hiracle of Cana ocume to be observed during ths doys after the Epiphany.

Followlng this change, wo alsoc commemorate the Visit of tha Magi
on the Feast of the Epiphanys The Miracle of Cara is the subjeot for
owr meditebion on the Second Sumday after the E#.i..‘phnnyq Uafortunately,
howaver, the commenmoration of our Iordfg Bapti=mn is rot provided for in
our Liturgys |

Lils Christmas, the Festival of the Eplphany is an immovable feast.
It is always celobrated on the sixzth day of Janwerys The Sundays
following this Feast, untlil the Time of Beptusgesima, serve to amplify
its;beachings Our Liturgy mekes provision for as many as six Sundays
after the Epiphenys But all six of theso Sundays will not be
colbrated every years The numbér celebrated will depeni on the

i
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date of Baster, which is movables When, howswers 4% 1a not possible
to colebrabe all six of thoss Swmdaya, tha Prop;ari‘s rqr the Frange
figuration of our lLord are always used on th- lut Sunday at‘ber
the Epiphsny, unless theu ie only one Sunday hlm that Ewhiﬂ.‘l.-

The Epiphany of our Lord

"Bohold, the Lord, the Ruler hoth come: and the kingdem snd the
power and the glnrya.z:a in His hand," 'rhnm:'o;tfortl:nnagrannoms
in a olarion tone the srrivel of our Blessed Inrd. oxtoling His Divinity
sod Kingship. Hs, the King of Kings end the Lord of Lords, has oome %o
Teign over His people, as foretold by the Prophet Teadah, "eesthe Lord
shall srise up wnto Theo, and Hls glory shall be aeen upon theeseees”

But He has not come to rule over His chosen people alons, He
has oome to reign over the Gentiles a.].uo? ip fulfillment of the
Prophetia words, "And the Gentiles nha.n. oome to thy light, and
kings to the brightness of thy rising."

And the Gentiles did oome to His light and kings to tha brightness
of His rising, Today's Gospel deolares the ham of the fulfillment
of thess wordss Here we zes the Kings of the East; Gentilos, from far:
avay londs, worshipping the Infemt King of Heaven and presentirg iim
gifts = the very gifts mentioned in the Propheay of Isaiahe

On this Festive Day, shall we not algo rise and shine and offer
Yo owr Eing the devotlon of our heerts and the ocnsecration of owr
1ives? Yos, "sseAriss, shind, O Jerusalem: for ths glory of the

113_ Lutheren hﬁ%, Aubhorised by the Synods consbisuting
the Evangs Oonference of North America (St.
Louls: Oonoordh Publishing House, nedes), pe 37s
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Lord is risen upon thee." (Gradusl)

"0 God, who by the leading of a star didst manifest Thine only=
begotten Eon to the Gentllea, msroifully grant that we, who lnow
Thee vow by falth, may efter this 1ife have the fruitica of Thy
gloriocus Godhead; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lordgeess”

The First Sunday afber the Epiphany

"I saw elso the Lord sitting wpon a throne: high end lifted
upe And I heard the voloe of a great multitude, saying, Alleluial
for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneths Make a joyful noiss wnto the
Lord, a2l yo lands: sorve tﬁs Lord with gladness.” Those words of
the Introilt, in keeping with the message of Epiphany, again sroslainm
the Kingship of the Divize Christ and ocall us and all people of all
nations to ecoept the saving rule of Him Who hms come Yo relgn over
the Gentiless

Today?!s Gospel also reveals Christ as the Divine Son of Gode
It is 2 continuation of the record of our Lord?s lifes He 1s now
twolve years old, and ve find Him in the tenmple at Jerusalem,

" eoBitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them,

end asking them questions.” And if, with His mother, we ask

why He is there, He answers, "Wist ye not that I must be about
My Father's businesst™ Ho, the Son of Ged, is about His
Father's businesse Although His Divine majesty is hidden benesth

His humanity, His mission is Divine, He has oome to seek and to

save that whioh was lost.
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1ike our Savior, we, too, are to be about our Father?s dusiness.
Our lives are to be dediomnted and oconseorated to the vork of our God.
Reminding us of this, St Paul writes in today's Epistle, "I bessoch
you therefors, brethrn, by the msroies of Ged, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is yowr
reasonable service.” And remembering thot God has redesmed us from
8in end empowered us with His Bpirit so to live wmto Him, lot us
Hesosorve the Lord with gladness.” (IMt)

"0 Lord, we beseech Thoe mercifully %o receive the prayers
of Thy people who call upon Thee; and grant that they may both per-
ceive and know what things they ought to do and =laso may have grace
aud power faithfully to fulfill the seme, through Jesus Christ, Thy

Son, owr Lord,eeee”
The Second Sunday after the Epiphany

" The Introit and Cradusl for today extol God for having made
His seving graoce manifest to all men through our Lord Jesus
Christ and call us to worship owr Lord and praise Hia goedness
end His wonderful works. Ok, "..epraise ye Him,eese” (Gradusl)
and pray that His poace may abide with you all ths days of your
1ife. (Collect) '

Truly, we ought to praise the Lord, for Ha is ths Son of .
Gode In todey's Gospel, see Him miraculously changing water into
wine by His Divine power at the marriage feast in Csnal See Him
manifost His gloryl The disoiples did, and they believed on Hime
So this manifestation of His Divine power should strengthen our
faith and trust in Him, Who 15 our Savior and our Gode
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But behold Him once morel This tims see His love for people
and His willingness to help in time of iieedl There is no wire
for the marriege feast, but the Son of God lovingly provides
that whioh is leoking. He changes water inmto wine and presents
it Yo the governor of ths feast. How thoughtfull How lovingl

So we, who are His, ought to follow His exzuplo. Ais God
enablea us, we are to "B¥ kindly effectioned one to amother with
brothexly lovej in honor preferring one ancther; not slothful in
business; fexvent in spirit; serving the lordy rejoioing in hoves
patient in tribulation; conbinuing instant in prayer; distributing
to the nscessity of saintsj given to hospltality." (Epistle)

The Third Sunday after the Epirhany

The Intreit and Gradusl for today, in keeping with tho spirit
of the Epiphany Season, proclaim the Kingsbhip of the Divine Christ
and call upon all. in heaven and eerth to mrnl;lp and adore Eim-‘ !
“forship Fiwm, all ys His angels; Zion hsard and was glade The -
daughter of Judsh rejoioceds becauge of Thy juigments, O Lord.

The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice: let the muliitude
of isles be glad thereofs” (Introit)

In the Gospel we find the two themes of the Epiphany Season
1ntsm in ; wniquo ways It manifests both wr Lord's Delty

and His coning to the Gentiles. <His Deity is wmnlstal=bly
manifest in His healing of the leper and the Centurion's

gervant. !hamefﬂlssgungmhm
Gentiles is signaled by the faot thet the Centurien and his
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servant, whom the I.ord.hanied. were both Gentiles.

But more than this; in todayts Gospi w3 308 our lord?s
readiness end willingness %o help all of thoss who trust in
Hime Like the leper and the Centurion of Capormaum, we are
§n ﬁe& of Eis Divine help. Weare burdered by sin and laden
with many cares. Ve also nsed to pray, "Almighty end evalasting
God, wereifully look upon our infirmities and in all our dangers
and neosssities stretah forth the right hend of Thy mojesty to
help and defend usj through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, owr Lord;eses”
(Colloot) Truly, the Lord will hear our prayers snd grast us His
help.

Likewiss, from owr lord!s sxanpla in today!s Gospel, ve mre
to learn to bo meroiful toward our fellowmens Christ iz to have
His Bpiphany in our lives, Our kindness 1s to extend even %o
our enemies. Ste Paul aounssls, "Provide things honest in the
sight of all menes If it be possible, as much as listh 1n you,
live poanceably with all men. Dearly beloved, avengs not
yourselvea, bub rather give plave unto wrathy for it is
written, Vengeence is Mines I w1l repay, ssith the Lords
Therefore, if thine enemy bungey, feed him; if he thirst,
give him drinks for in so doing thou shalt heap coels of
five on his hesd, Be not overoome of evil, but overoome
evil with goods"

¥he Fourth Sundey after the Epiphany

In today's Gospel '@ see once more our Blessed Lovd's Divine
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power and glory shining brightly through the oloak of His humanity.
We gec Him as the Lord of Hature, When He speaks, the winds and the
sea obey His voice, "Worship Him, all ys His angels: 2Zlon heerd
and was glades Ths daughters of Judah rejolceds because of Thy
Judgeménts, O Lerde The Lord reigneth, let the earth rsjoice:
let the multitude of isles be glad thereof.” (Iatroit)

Hotloe also in today?’s Gospel for whom the Lord exsrolses
His great powers It is for the protection of His own. A storm
threatened the lives of the disciples as they salled across the
Sea of Galilee. They called upgon the Lord, and He saved them
by the power of His might., So we, who are “...set in the mided
of many end great dangersecss” (Collect) of both body and soul,
should place owr trust in our allepowerful Savior and pray that
Ho world "eeegrant % us such strength and protection as may
support us in all dengors and carry us through all temptationsseess”
(Collect) Surely, He will defend and protect us, a3 He lovingly
saved His disciples.

Yes, our lord?!s life wus one of love and Hs has given us
that same power to love, so that our lives might bs epiphaniss
of His lgve and power at work in use. Iet us,; therefore, "Owe
R0 man anything, but to love one another: for he that loveth
another hath fulfilled the law." (Epistle)

The Fifth Sundey after the Epiphany

The Introit and Gredual for today are tho same 28 for the
past two Sundays. Their majestic words continue to sustain the
mood of the season and call us to worship Him Whose glory has



been manifeost among use

In todayls Gospel we no longsr see our lord's glery manifest in
Eis Divine miracles as on previous Sundays. ‘Rnthnr, His Divine
®isdem ond power ave revealéd to us today in His teaching, Todsy we
sit ot His foob and heer Ein speak o perables He spseks of the
Olmwoh, whibh s to be & contimml nenifestabien of His pover end
' glory on earbh wmbil the emd of itime. |

Our Lord is the head of ths Church « ths commmion of all thess
who trust Him op Sovior and Lords He has founded the Olursh snd contimmes
to preserve its DBut Ho would reémind us today that His Churoh in the world
is surrounded by erxemies whickh would destroy it. It is from thess emsales
that the Church must deferd snd protect herself with the Lo!‘d""s holp unbil
the end of time, whon the evil wﬂl. fionlly e separated firom Christts
holy people.

But how is ths Chursh %o do this? First of all, the nembers of
Christ's Church are to give Satan and the world no eoppeortunity to dissolve
thelr wnity with one another and with Ghrists Rather, they asro to heed
the words of St. Paul in today's Eplstle, "Put on therefore, as the
eleot of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness,
hublenesa of mind, meedkneas, longsufferingy forbearing one
another, end forgiving ons enother, if any man have a quarrel sgainsy
any: oven ag Christ forgave you, 80 also do yse And above all these
things pat on cherity, which is the bond of perfectnsss. And let the
pence of OGod rule in your hearts, to the which alse yo are called in
oune body; end be yo thankful." '

And so that suoh love and unity may continue among us, ws, &8
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Ohristians, cre to caro for one another aud foster amd bulld up each
otherte life in Ohrist by "ecotesching and admonishing oze snokher
in psalus and hymns and spivitual S0NZS,eves”

Al) of thia, however, we can do only with the Lord!s help and
by tho power which Ho gives us in ths Ford and the Blesged Saorament
of His Body and Bloods For that reason, we muwst let the Word of
Chrlst dwell in us riochly in all wisdoms And we must eonbimme to
prey today and elways, "0 Leord, we beseech Thoe to keep Thy Ohuroh
and household ocntinuslly im Thy true religlon that they who do lean
vpon the hope of Thy heavenly grace may evermore be defonded by Thy
nighty power through Jesus Ohrist, Thy Som, our lord,sees” (CGollect)

The Sixth Sunday after tha Epiphany
(the Transfiguration of Our Lord)

Duwr Lord's Transfiguration §s the most wonderful of all of the
meuifestetions ef His glory end majesty recorded in Soripture.
With ita comemoration the Epiphany Seasen comes to a climactie
conolusion. This commemorvation, coming as it doea on the last Sunday
in Epiphany, also serves as an appropricte transitien from the Epiphany
Senson to the Time of Septuagesima and Lent, for ow lord!s Tranafig-
uration took place just shortly before He went up to Jerusalem to
suffer and to dies

At the very beginning of the servioce, the Introit; in sublime
and thrilling words amownces the splendor of ow ccsmemorabion
and expreases our desire %o dwell with owr Tramsfigured Lorde
"The lightnings lightensd the world: the earth trembled and shook,
How smiable ave Thy tebsrusples, 0 Lord of Hosts: my soul lonmgeth,
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even feinteth for the courts of the Lord.” (Introit)

In the Gospel we hohold our Transfigured Lord. We behold His glory
and majesty shining Porth in all its resplendent beautye "ecsHis face
did shine as the mm, and His raiment was white as the light." (Goapel)
Vhat a glorious manlifestation of His Godheadt Bubt more than thet, we
hoor the voles o.f the Father deolare, "sssThis is My bsloved Som, in
whom I em well pleaged; hear ye Him." (Gospel) Oh, "Sing wunto the
Lord, bless His name3 show forth His salvation from day Yo day:
declare Hie pglory emong all psoples Hallelujehl" (Gradual)

It wos this remarkeble sgene of which 8t. Peter was an oyswitness.
In the Epistle he given wus his account of the ‘rrmﬂg\n_-atlong He also
reminds us that, even though we are not privileged as yot to zee owr
Lord transfigured before our eyes, yet we have His word in which He
still reveals His transforming glory sud saving power. %o will do well
to take heed to this Word, so that wo might become ".ssco~heirs with
the King of His £lory...." and enjoy the sames (Collect)



OHAFZER V
SEFTUAGESIMA SEASON

Septungesiza intrcduces the second great oyole of the Chureh Year -
the Easter G'J'ﬂl;o This period, lmown as Pre-Lent, is peniteatial in
character and oonsits of the three ‘Sunda;rs prior to Ash Wednssdays it
thus serves as a preparatory season %o Iantl. which is itself the
longer and more deeply penitential season preparatory to the Festival
of Eastor.

In preparing us for a salubary observance of Lent, the Propers
for this season direct us %o thirk of our ovm slnfulness and the
puaishimnent whioh ve justly deserve because of owr sinsg, so that
during the coning lLenten Season we will more gladly walk with owr
Savior the way of the oross and more fully understand and appreciate
His love for use

Tho Propers during this season also serve to remind us that our
spiritual ensmies « Satan, ths vworld, and our own sinful flesh = are
constently working to destroy our faith. fThey umderscore thes macessity
of ouwr contimual ﬂglrbh:s ogainst these eneniles of our socul. And
certainly the realizetion of this danger, by which we are
constantly surrounded, ahouldﬁhuadlthnmwuungto
ackmovledge and confess our sins during this season. It should

e

1

Abbot Gubranger, "Septuagesims,” fourth edition, The Liturgionl
Year, translated by Dom laurence Shepherd (lLondon: Burns Oates
Vaskbourne, 1925), pe 2e
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a2lep malw us more willing %o ponder and oontemplate owr Savior?s Passion
during tho eoming Seamon of Leoat, for through such comtemplation the
Lord Himself will dwell in us more mightily with His saving and
ganotifying power, ensbling us to remain steedfast in the faitn:
untll the end.

Tho nawes for these Sundaya prior to lent ame latin: Beptuagesima
nesning seventy; Soxagaesinz, sixty; and Quinquagesima, fifty., The
Sundays received those nemss because of thelir relationship to E-..\ater.z
7hus the namos are designed to inform us each Sunday of ths mumber. of
days remaining unatll the Pestival of Easters Howsvor, the mmbera
are mnot exacte For axample, Soptungesima Sundey does not come
oxaotly esventy days before Easter, but it is the Supdsy within
soventy days of Easters Likewlse, Sexagesime Surday is the Sunday
within sixty days of Baster. Quinguagesima Sunday, hovever, is
oxactly the fiftieth day bafore Eaaber.s

1% 1s rather d@ifficul’ Yo irace the origin of this pre-lenten
soasone It was not known in ths very early Church. Bub it seems
that later, when the Ohurch began to observe a soason preparatory
%o Easter, ocertain groups within <he Churoh, partioularly those
who lived in monastarios, began preparing for Easter as early as
Septungesims, while others bagau on Sexagesime and Quinquagesizma,
Then, Ash Wednesday becams the more acoepted date for the beginning

a2
Luhhar Do Roed, $he Lutheran Liturgy (¥hiledelphia: Muhlewberg
Prelcso.lsd.‘t). P 4600

Paul Zoller Strodach, The Churoh % (Phllaﬂolphl.a The
United Lutheran Publication » Qe Pe 89



33
of Lent, and theee Sundays retained their penitenticl character and
bozame a soasonr of preparabion for unt'.a'

In keoping with the golem: and psnitential character of this
soason, the Hallelujah has been dropped from the Graduals and
roplaced b! a mournful and longer chant, called, in that account
the Traot.o This Tract continues to replace the Hallelujeh
throughout the season of Lonb.

Suptusgesing Sunday

The Inbroit for today calls us to an awareness of our sinfulness
and the pumisimont which wo justly deserve, Fulij realising our
sinful oomdition, we camnot bub ory out with the Psalmish, "The sorrows
of death compaased me: the sorrows of hell compassed me aboub.”
(Introit) But we are not %o despair. Rather, we are to turn to
our lLord with trusting heerts, for with ths Lord there is
forgivenssse (Oradusl) The Psalmist says, "In my distress
T called upon the Lord: and He hoard my voice out of His temple.”
(Tntroit) Yos, "The Lord will be a Refugs for the opprossed, a
Refuge in times of trouble: end they that kmow Thy nams will
put their trust in Theey for Thou, lLord, hast not forsakea them
that seek Thee." (Gradual) Knowlng, therefore, that ouwr Lord
desires to save us and forgive our sins, let us pray, "0 Lord, ve
beseesh Thee favorably Yo hoar the prayers of Thy peoﬁe that we,

&
Rndﬁquo Cardinal Villensus, An Introduction to the Litur
Yoar, trenslated by J.A. Otto EisensImmer ( ﬁm%.e
'63'.',':.946). PPe 60=3,

nutranpr. Ope olte, ps 100
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who are justly punished for owr offenses; mey be meroifully delivered
by Thy gooduess, for the glory of Thy n=msg through Josue Christ, Thy
Bon, our SavioTpsees” . (Collewt)

Howawer, Sts Pm;l, in to?uy!s Epistle would alse remind us that
even though our sins are forgiven, yet sin still dwolls within us
end Baten stlll surrounds us with the desire to destroy our faith.

" Gomparing ouwr Christian lives to a race, St. Paul therefore

oounsels us to subdus cur flesh and bring our bedies into subjestion,
20 that we might run well the race of Christian living and, holding
fost to the feith,; finally reach the goel and receive the crowa of
lifes

In the Gospel our Lord compares our warfere with ouwr epiritusl
foes % wirking in Mis vinsyards By falth we have entered into the
Lord's vineyerd, end, vith His holp, we are to do everything pessible
to ;onti.mn in the falth, seo that at the end of our life's day weo
might receive the reward of fslthe Hote wolli thet the reward is
not something which we have esrnade. It 18 a gift from our Lord
because we hove acocepted Him as our Savior, entered His vineyard,
and, with His help, have held fast to the faith wnbo the ende

Aye you rumning well the race of-falth? Are you working in the
Lord?s vineyard? Or ave 8in and Saten controlling your life and
destroying your faith? Wy stand ye here idle? Go ye also ixto
the vinsyardi Run the racel The lord Himself will give you the
strengbh to yun and Yo labor falithfully unbtil the end. mr._
meny are called, but few chosens (Gospel)
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Sexagesima Sumday

L]

last Sundey we were énea %o battle agalnst our spiritual enemies,
So often, howsver, we are nob aware of the enemles' atbacks upon use
For that reason, todsy's Propers find it necessary to tell us how
God Hinself often warns us of éanger and equips us for battle, He
does this by sending us trials and sufferings

VWho among us has nob experienced such triale and tribulations?
At tines life Lecomes So burdensome that we almost foel God is not
by our sides Thers are times when weo would ory out with the Psalmist,
"awake, why slespsst Thou, O Lord?: Arise, cast us not off forever.
Wherefore hidect Thou Thy fa0e: ord forgettest owr affliction? Our
souvld is 'bo'wd. down to the dusti &arise for our help and redeen us."
{Introit)

Bui we nsed not think in such times of tribulation that God has
forgotten use Indeed, Hs has not{ Sich tribulaticns are a sign of ;
His Fathorly loves He so ofben pernmits us to suffer, ao that we
will yremember our sinfulness, helplessness, exd the &anssrs that
surround us and bura to Him for help and increased falth to fight
agaﬁnst our spiritusl foss« I wo were not so rezni.n.déd, the ocares
and pleaswres of this 1ife would divert cur attention from Him snd
destroy our faithe (Gospel) Bubt God would not have this happen.

Fo would not have the devil take His Word from owr heerbs, Rabher,
in the words of Jesus, Ho would have us hear His Word, lkeep it, and
; bring:hﬂfh muoh £frult with patiences (Gospel) Let uws,; therefore,
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thank God amid suffering and recognize its meaning.

Yos, whom the lord leveth He chastensth, Ste Paul was fully aware
of thise Rend today's Epistle. See how much St. Paul suffered for
tho Qospel'ls sake. Yet, he says, "«..I will glery of the things which
conosrn mine infirnitles.” Besides these m:ffarl.r;gn, St Paul also
hed & thorn in ¥ho flesh, which the 2ord 414 mot sse £1t o romoves
But Ste Panl ra,-)os.«a" in that, too, saylng, "Most gladly, therefore,
will I rather glory in my imfirmities, that the power of Christ ney
rost upon me." Sb. Paul fully realised that this infirmity wis for
liis goode It was to keep hin humble and dependent upon God, lest
be should bo %oesoxnlted above measure through the abundance of
revelations,eeee” and fall from the falth,

Like Bte Paul, we, too, should reclize that such tribulationa
are for owr soul's welfare, for ths etrengthening e:.t' our foith and
the salvation of ow' soulss Therefore, let ua not fall away in the '
time of tribulation (Gospel) bub turn to God for strength end
guidences His ".oestrongth is made perfect in weakness." (Epistle)
Aud, thet no adversity will befall us that we shall b2 unable to bear,
let us pray, "0 God, who ssest that we put not ow' trust in anything
that w do, mereifully graut thab by Thy power we mey be defendsd
sgainet all sdversity; through Jesus Ohrist, Thy Son, our Lordseese”
{Gollest)

Wam Sunday

During these weeks befgre leni;, it has been our purpose to become
more sware of owr need for a Savior,; by examining our own sinful,
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helpless conditlons That swareness is uppermost in our minds today,
as wo yrepare to enter the holy sesson of leut during the coming
wooks It is thls wwaremess which moves us to ory to God in the words
of todsy’s Introlit, “Bs Thou my strong Rock: for an house of defense
to save ma.” But we have no doubtss lLooking towsrd the cross of
Calvary, we ere oonfident of our salvetion. Ve can say with
oonfidence, "Thow art my Rock and my Portress: therefore for Thy
nanets sske leud me and guide mes In Thee, 0 Lord, do I put my
trust; let me never be ashameds deliver me in Thy righteousnsss.”
(Iatzroit) .

Also, during those woeks, we have béoome more keenly conscious
of the threatening activity of Saten, the world, end owr flesh and
of the neceseity of fighting the good fight of falth. ¥e érs
reminded of this agaln today as we read; in today's Eplatle, Sta
Paul?s grect chapter on leve. Ve are reminded that Satan and
owr flesh are comtimuslly trying to mke us loveléss in en
gbtenpt to turn us sway from our Lord, For that reason, it is
go Important thet we heed the words of the Apostle and use the
power which our lord has given to live lives of lowes Surely,
this power will be increased within us as we eater the Season
of Lent and ponder our lordls suffering and death.

The beginning of Lent is not far amys Next Wednesday is
Ash Wednesday, the begluning of that holy seasoh, We ars
reninded of its ncarness in todey's Gospels Ve hsar our loxdts
words, "sssBehold we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that ave
written by the prophets concerning the Son of Man shall e
oooomplisheds For He shall bs delivered unto the Gentiles
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and ghall be mocked, and spltefully cntrasted, smd spitted onms and
they shall scourge iim, and put Him to death: and ths third day He
shall rise again.” Yes, we are sbout to go up to Jerusalems Ve
are about to walk with owr Lord the wiy of the oross for the strengthening
of ocur faith and for the cumfort of our souls,

But in today’s Gonpel we have related another event frem our lord's
1life. Vie soe Him restoring the sight of the blind man at Jerichos
"Thou art the God that doost womders: Thou hast doclared Thy
strongth awong the peoples,” (Gradual) What a powerful remindey
that He Vho i3 golung up Yo Jorusalem is none othor than the Son -
of Godl And what & gomforting remindey thet our Blossed lord is
moroiful end kindl Here \m lu:w the assurance that He will reatore
sight %o us, who are spiritually blind, and bsal us, who aye
spirituslly disensed, For thet purpose Ha is going up to Jerusalen.
Lot us go with Hinm -nd prey, "0 lord, we beseech Thes, meroifully
hear our prayers snd, baving set us free from the bonds of sin,
defond us from allevily through Jesus Gind.urb. Thy Son, Qur Lord,sees”
(Collest)



CHAPIER VI
LENT

The Season of Lent, as previcusly mentioned, is the period preceding
and preparatory to the Festival of Easter. It i3 a period of deop
humiliation, ponitence, snd prayer, as symbolized by the Liturgical
color of the season, whioh 1s violet. In fact, the depth of its
ponitentiel mood 18 not equaled during eny other season of the Church
Yoare

During this time the Church ccumemorates and contemplates the
Passion of owr Loxrd, and the Propers, throughout the sesson, ocall
the falthful to repentance and sorvow for sin. And how can it be
othervisel As we ses tho suffering gur sin caused our Hlessed
Lord and tho great price He paid for vur redemption, wa connod

- holp but be £illed with sorrow over our sins and twrn away from

them %0 serve our Redeemsr. The lenten Season, is, therefore, a
Fiina Gr GanPanalon aBd Gneantresen merrars sgeingt ouel spies bl
oncnies « & Gims of spiritual growth,

Since lent, properly spoaking, is a pericd of forty days, this
soason is offen called the time of Quadragesima, which wﬁm":orti.otha"l
Our name "Lent," however, is derived from the Anglo=-Saxon word for
Bpring, lenoten, and signifies the Sprlng-M-a

-

Rodrique Oardinal Villenguo, An Introduction to the Liturgiocal
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The exaot origin of this season, preparatory to Easter, is not
knowm, dbut, since Eastor wasthe first of the Christian festivals to
be observed, its origin is likely quite ensient. Some Churoh
Tathers trace its beglnnings back to the Apo!‘blal'.s Wo do know,
“however, that, at first, this preparatory period lasted for only
forty hours, conmemorating tho forty hours owr leord lay in ths
tomb. Later, the time was externded to include all of Holy Week
and then the two weeks pricr to Basters Fimnlly, the pericd was
oxtended to forty dnylf Those were forty days of fasting, desp
hanilistion, and abstinance fyrom pleasures. Since, however,
S8undays were not considered fast days in the Western Churches, the
btoginning of Lont hed to bo advanced four days %o Ash Wednesdey,
80 thot the season would include forty fast days. This change
mrobably took plege at the end of the sixth umhn'yos Agcordingly,
mnto@ay, Sundeys are mtwrlydawsg;hnthu&dmguwos
In other parts of the Olmroh, however, other days besides Sundays
were not considered as fast days, and, for that reason, lLent bagan

as early as Septuagesims Sundny in some pum." Today, howsver,

] :
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Ash Tednesday is gomraily escepted as the beglmning of Lent.

It should also be mentioned that in the early Chureh ths tims of
loxt was the poriod of preparation and instruction for those to bYe
baptized and confirmed on Eaater.s Algo, during thic tims, those,
who had been excommunicated fronm the Cluroh and desired %o be
reconoiled, were put under strioct diseipline, until thsy were
vocelved again into the Church on Maundy ﬂmnday.s

As during the Time of Septusgesima, the Hallelujah continuss
to be omitted from the Gradual and replaced by the Treact. It is
also customery to omit the "Gloria in Excelsis® from the Liturgy

10
during this time.

Ash Vednesday, the first Day of Lent

The nome for this first day of lent is derived from the oustom in
the enoient Churoh of sprinkling ashes upon the heads of the publie
ponitents on this da.y.u Later all of the faithful wezrs included
in this coremony as & symbol of their repsmbence.

Lent is, indeed, e tims of repantance. The Lenten oall to repemtance

is heard in today!s Episltes The Prophet Joel writes, "Therefors alse now
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saith the Lord, turn ye even unto Me wilb all your heart, and with fasting,
and with weeping, and with mowrnings and rend your heart and not your
M&. andtmmtothabnrdwm-ﬂod: for He is groocious avd
mo:-cuu].. slow to anger, and of great kindnons, and ropexteth Him of
'bho- ovil,”®

Ve must all admit thet we hove simmed and ceme short of the
glory of Gode Ve must all confeas that we have not oiways used the
power which our Iord has given ws to live acsording to His will.
Ie% va, therefore, retwrn to the lord; trust in our Bavier, and
racolve renswad strongth, thal we may turn awey from evil and obay
His wille Now is the time to turn from our sin and draw oslossr to
our Lord. Now, na we gee how much He loves usy Now, as wo s0e =0
clearly His doslre to forgive us, save us, and empower us to live
uwnder Him,

Shall e not meke the vords of today's Introit and Gradusl
our own? Shall we not way, "I will ery umto God most Highj unto
God that porformeth all things for me. Yea, in the shadow of
Thy wings will I males my refuge: wuntil these ocalamities be overpast.
Bumroifulmtom-.nﬁod.bmrelhﬁmhma for my soul
trusteth in Thee"? (Intreit) Surely, if we will so turn Yo
the Lord lntrl;i faith, He will forgive us all our past sing
and give us His Holy Spirit to live new lives for Him,

This turning to the lLord is also the subjeot of our
Sevior's words in today's Gospele Like Jool, He emphasizes
that our repentance is not to be purely outward, but & matier
of the hearts The important thing is that we do mot lay up for
oursslves treasures upon earth but in heaven, '
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If Wo should desire to fast during these dsys to symbolise our
heartfelt soriow over owr sin or to mortify the flesh, we may do sos
But wo must not make an outwaid show of it among men, as our Lord
telle us, BSuch fasbing will not plonse Gods (Gospel) He desives
that we rend our hearto and not our garmentass It L Lporbans
that we prey to the Lord with all our hesrt, "Almighty and everlasting
God, vhwo hotest nothing thet Thou host made and dost forgive thes asins
of all those who are penitent, crsate and mske in us new and contrite
haarts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our
wrotchednoss, may obtain of Thee, the God of all merey, perfect reuission
end forgivenessj through Jesus Christy; Thy Som, our lord,ssss" (Collect)
God will hear such a proyer and grant us His psaca.

Invoocavit, the First Sunday in lent

This Sunday, like all of ths Sul;da;ru in lent, receivee its nams
froz the first word of the Latin Imtroit, The firet word of today's
Introit is luvocavit, “Ee shall call," and so today is imown as Imvocavit
Sundaye : .

On Azh Wedneadey we heard ond heeded the call to repeptanse, During
these days we are turning once more to the Lord with rencwed devotion,
But this Ywniag to God also means that we must turn evay from evil.

It neans wo must continually carry on spiritual warfere against our
enemies, Satam, the world, end our own sinful flesh. This is the
aspact of our repentance that we would consider today. It is the
denign of today's Propers to remind us of the many hostile attacks
with which our enemies would confyout us and to show us how we might

overocms them,
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‘In today's Gospel we see our Blessed Lord Himself baing tempted
by Satan in the wilderneas, after Ho had fasted for forty days and
forty uightss These tenptations wers real. ¥This was e trying time
in our Lordis 1ife. Bub Fe was victorious.

Ste Paul alse suffered many trials at the hand of Satan. Read
his aococount in todey's Epistle, Bub 8%t. Paul ves not ovorcoma.
Rathsr, he ovoroanse :

Like our Lord end 8t, Paul, we shall also bo temptod many times
by Batan to twn from Gode Ho would overthrow our faith. ot, like
our dear Lord and His Apostle, we, too, can overcomés Satau and all
the temptations with which he surrounds us.

Now oan w0 do this? Our Lord defeated Satan with ths Word of
Gode Wo, too, have the Yiord of Gode It a0t ouly gives us the
epswors with which %o reply io-Satan when he confronts us, bub
through the Word and the Bledsed Baormment owr Lord would endow
us with the dynemic power to be viotorious in all times of
temptations '

Indesd, our hoavenly Father hes promised us His assistouce
in such times of temptaticn. Ea has sald, “"He shall call wpon me,
and I will eanswer him, I will deliver him and honor him, With long
1ife vill X sobisfy him: end show hin My salvetions" (Iatrodt) ="
Yoa, if you will only oall upomn @od; you can be ooniident that
in all times of temptabtion "eeeHs shall give His ungels oharge
over thees +to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee
up in their hands: lu'ut tlm-duh thy foob ageinst a stons. He
that dwelledbh in the seorct plave of the Most High: sball abide
under the shedow of the Almighty.” (Gradual)
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1€, however, we should evor happem to fall prey %o Sabants
temptations, we have thias gomford, thad ouwr Lord overocsmw Saton
for wa and that, through faith in Mm, Hie victery hos bocoms
ours baforo Gods For this lot us thank Hime ]

Bub, kmowlng that o Jord hns given us the power vith widch
0 overcon® Satan in cur om 1iven, let ug use ite lot us not
rocaive the gwce of God in vain. (fpletle) And, thet this power
night bo inerencod in us, let us dilipently end fuithfully resd and
hovr His Vord and go offten to the lordis Table. lot us aleo peay,
“0 lord, maroifully hear our preyer snd stretoh forth the right
mod of Thy majesty to defend us from thea that rise up egaingh
usy through Jesue Chrlst, Thy Son, our lowdgeesc” (Oolloot)

Reminisoaro, The Socond Sumicy in lant

The nmo for this Supday is derived from ths first word of
the Latin Int¥old, Reminiseere, which msans “Bemexber,”

“The subject of reponkanse cccuplos our atdention onco again.
Cur antive lives are to te lives of npshtnnea. On Ash Vedeosday
wo hoard t€ho eall %o roportencss Vo heerd thal repentauce
fivolves o retwrn to God, trust in lidm, cbedisnce to His will,
and Surning aside from evil, lLost Sunday wo modibuted on one
partigular aspeet of our repontunce - tho turning away firva ovile
Todoy the Propers direct owr atbention o ether aspects of owr
Topeutannes Pirst of all, the Epletle would remind us thud
reportance inoludes the endeavoy %o leod hely liwes through
the power of God?a lLoly Spirite IHour the words of St. Faule
Ho writes, "Furthernore thon we beseech you, twethren, sud
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oxbort you by the lord Jesus, that as yo have rooeiwed of us how yo ocught
to walk end %o plense God, @0 yo wonld sbownd more end wordeese For God
hadth not callod us wnto unplsaimesa, but wmto holincsss”™ Yes, "'Bleused
are they thet lkeop julgmonbti und ho that dooth rightecuinoss et all
times,"

Frow todoy's Propers wo aleo Joarn that this turning sslde fyoem
ovl) and cbedienve $o Godis will is not comotidng we oan epoomplish
oursolvess Today's Gospol makes thia weyy olear. Iu the Goopel we
re0d of our lord healing the youmg gird who was “aesgriswvously
vemod with & devils® From this mivacle wo learn that it 4s e
alono Who has the pomar to cost Submn oub of cur lives and meke
uo holys It ie, therefore, to Him we wuat tumn for fulth sud &
naw 1ife durirg his lonten Soason, And, surely, as wo hesy His
Vord and receive Hls Body and Blogd 4u the Blassed Sucrament; So
will grant us truo repontanco.

Lot us,; thevoforo, not loak to eurselves for holp but to Gods
156 ue Gurn to Hin in tha wirds of today¥e Introlt and Cradual,
ask His holp, end pleso ¢ur trust in Sine . "Reecber, O Lovd, Sy
lander meraies and Thy loving-kindnesana: for they have beon
ovor of old. Lot not mins omeles Sriwnph over w3 -God of Isreal,
deliver us out of all our Wyoubless Usto Twe, O Lovd, de I 1if%
up iy seuls O my God, X trust in Thes; lob e not be ashamed.”
(Iutroit)

And a8 you experience Lis help, "Oh, give thouks unto the
Loxdy for He is good: for Hias meroy endureth fovevars” (Gradusl)
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Oouli, The Third Sunday in Lont

This Sundey reeeives ite namo frem the first word of the ladin
Introlt, Soull, which menua, "Byns.”

Yodsy L tho third Sundey im Lents Fhroughout the past Sundays
we hawe heard the ory, "Repenmt yei®™ ~Contimulng this lenten call %o
repaxtenoo, it ds for purppse of today's Propere o meke us cwure of
the abeolute neosoulty fov repentamoe, 4f we would bs ssvede Ia the
Eristlo B4, PFaul writes, "Por thla ye kbow, that no winremonger,; nor
wicloon person, ner covelous man, mho 1o en idelater,; hath any
loheriteance &n the kingdon of Clwist and of Gode Lat mo mon duosive
you with valn words: f£or tecause of these things coweth the wrath
of God upon the ehildren of discbadiences Be not yeo therafore
partalers with theme For yo wsre sonetimes derimess, but now ave
yo the 1ight in the lewd: wall eg chifldren of lights (for e
it of the 3pirit Ls in all poodness end rightecusness eud truth)."

¥or com our ropentonc? Mo a partial repmmteanse. Owr lord mys
in today's Gospel, "He thet ic not with me is agaimat Me: and he
thet gethereth not with Ke scettereth.”

¥o mub, therefore, tun to our Lord for trw repuntans. Ve
munt ture our syes ever towerd the Loxd (Intwelt) and pray for tle
glft of s Boly Spirit, thst e might comtimm %o walk sa children
of lights If Ged's Spirit ¢oes not so duwell within us, tlm avil
spirit will return onoce ogain and bring with hixmself cevon other
epivits more wicked tham hingelfs Then our last state will be
worse than $ho firste. (Gowpel)

Put we need mot faar. Godls Spirit will dwell within ua as
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long us wo conbimme to pray with tho Pealulot, “Unte Thee 14£% I up mine
mu. 0 Thou that dwellest in tlw loovenss have xersy upon ud, O m.
havo morsy upen use” (Oradual)

i beavweh Tiwé, Mlnighty God, ook upon the tearly desives of
Thy Inmble sorveris and styetoh forth the right hend of Thy mojesty te
ko our Dofense sgninst el wis enamioog Shwugh Jesua Clwiod, Thy Som,
oud Lordgecse” (Colleeh)

lestare, The Fourth Sunfey in Lent

This Swsday marks the niddle of lanb. - 3¢ receiven itz muw frea
the firel word of the Letin Introlty m. whioh nosne "Rejedoos”

Rejoloet The pash wesks of Lewy hove bedw spmewhab scaber end
sorrovful in moods They khiove bown wieka oft repentenses Howsver,
today's Introit Luwites ﬁ'ﬂ w rejolobs "hao:m yé with Jerusaiem
and bs glsd with bows -nqiﬁhnt :jmma Rejoice for joy with
her: all yo thot mowrn for bi'e KZﬁﬁnﬂﬂ

¥hat 48 our vessen for %o.-;umm aqr prayera have been heards
eoﬂhaabhmawnmtmp Mnnqpmwmaumm
falth, Mo assures uy iuthaﬁ?rdqﬁftohr‘ﬂsﬂﬂh tlat we are
mnmtmmwmwﬁnm More oy thet, ws are
eitizens of tlis heavenly Jﬂrnplph and ohiddren of the proudoss Yes,

"mmuwmmm%m be ou Mowab Ziom: wirleh veimob be

. rengved, b abideth !om#« ﬂﬂ.ﬁhﬂ mountaing are raund aboud
Jerusalems nmuwaiaimﬂnmmmmmmm
oven forovers” (Oradusl) | ;

1
Also, bow Ry nm is wi- Gospeld Tie deo our
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Lord feoding tho five thoussnd, rofroshing thoss who hed folloved Hine
So Yeday Eo refpeches us, who have beea laden with sin ond ite sorrows,
with the sssurance of His ferpiving gracoes 5o gives us limsolf, the
Dread of Lifce

"Orost, we bosssch Thee, Alwighty God, that we, who for our evil
desdn do worthily doserve to be punished, by the omafort of Tly graoe
mey movoifully be yalleved; through Jesus Ohwist, Thy Scm, our Lord,ceed”
{Uollont)



CHAYYER VIX
PABSIORTIDR

Julice Sunday bogins a new perded in the lenton Seasou -~ o poried
vizieh imolwdos the tmo weeko proceding tho Vestivnl of Bosters Those
weaks have boon % asido for the commemorabion a=d contemplation of
owr Lovd's Fassione Such hng been tholy purpose singe thoe thind
centivry or s..s-:l.hrol For this veason, Judica d\nﬂaw £3 aleo enlied
Fussion Sundey omd tho wook rollowlns. Feasion ﬂleek- Tt eseccad of
thoso weoks 19 called Holy Vel Yeczuse of the holimn:is of tho évents
conmemoretved during thoso daw.a It 4o during this woelk ¢specially
that we shall wmalk with o Lovd step by step the Way of the cross.‘

Thouse wooke have beon wll egpointed se tiw dime Zor owr
maditation on our Lordta Peasicn., Throughout the past veeks
of legt wo hnve been prepuarisg for thesce doyse. Yo lhwow Yeoomw

quite cwaye of the goriocusmcss of owr sin axd hewe tuwemod to God

e ¢
Mﬂq\w Oardinal ﬂnomm. An Introductien to the mtﬁm
tranolated by Jei. 00L0 Bisen:
2 09., M}. Po 95.
Abbot W "Fagslontide and Holy Vesk," The gl
Yoor, transleted by Dom lawronce Shepherd (Worolestor:
my; 1911). Pe 107e

Ioides Pe 8s
S

T R,
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in ropontancoe HNow ve are eagor o go up to Jorusalom with our Lerd
sed cemtenplete His Paselon, wo that wo might Toosdve cdded wogurance
of s forgiveness and gain remowed strength %o make cur ozbive lives
lives of ropentande. Such meditation will prepere us aloo 4o experience
ths fall joy and vistory of Easter. :

Juiien, The Fifth Sunday in lont
(Passion Sunday)

As paptionsd before, thia Sunday io often ¢alled Fassion Sundey
Bosouso Yodoy we bagin o meke the gufferings of ocur Savior tiw ohief
object of ouw noditetions This Sunfay 48 aleo oslled Judice smy
fram the first word of the Latin Intrelt, Judies, whioch mwans
"3udgae®

&% the very bogimming of this Fassiombide, today?s Gospel
introduces the ovente in owe lord's Passieno In ths Gcepal wo
zoo the hatrsd of tho Jows towerd our Lovd growing =oxe and
more bittors He affirmg Hls divine Hission Before them, buk’
ezmymw.;mumunmn. Enowing, hawever, that Min
howr bas nob yeb come,; “seadosus Wi8 HineslS, and went ow:
of the tenplo, going Shrough the midst of tham, and 8o passed bye"

1t is euwrrowmded by this Ditter hakwed of ils emmies thek we
hosy our Lovd ory out in ¢ho words of tcdoy’s Inbirolt, “Judge Mo,
0 Godp end pisad nuy osuse ageinst an ungodly metlon. 0Oh, deliver
oo fron the doceitful and wnjust mans for Thou arb the God of ay
stremgthe” But; na in Getheemans, cur lord edde, "esstesch mo bo
do Thy will," (Gradual) He is willing G0 suffer, for lis knows
that.hnﬂhofﬂuthulumtn%h-ﬂb
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lpoldng Yoward thut victory, He can say of His hosvenly Psthow, "fe
dolivereth me from nino epemiea; yeu, Thou Yiftost me up abow those
thot rise up sginst mo; Thou bask dolivered ms from the vislomt mane®
{Gredunl)

But wiy must our Lord suffer? Wiy s e so willing %o suffer?
Yo fimd the onswor in todey's Upistle. He hes vose o e owr High
Prisst, o has oome S0 saordifice Minsel® upon the aliar of e
0T088, or both Prisst and Victim, so that He might obtain “sesotornal
rodenption for use” o la willing end gled to duffer and to dle
Yeuotlnt by means of dsath for the redenpbion of the tremagreoosiops
thet woro under the first testanont, they which ars onllod might
recoive tho wromise of otormal inhoritance." Asd it is this, His
saorifice for owr ains cnd the olns of thw eutiro world, thst will
wfeld bofore ouwr vory oyes during those eoving weeks before
Bastere

Tae, ouwr lord came to Do deasplesd urd vejectod of mon,
8o thut by BEle zroat goodnons wo "seezay be govorned and proserved
everaoye both in body and m;...." (Colleot)

Palmarwa; Thw Sixth Sunday in Lent

foduy is Falm Sundaye It is the day cur Lord rode St
Jerusalem eurrounded by the multitudes, who spread tlhedr garmonts
and pelm branohss before Min snd preclaimed Hin their King, seying,
"oufbmtotlaﬂo.!!oi‘w:mnﬂhﬂetmtuﬂwthhﬂn
nems of the Lerds losexme An the hghest.” (Gooped)

But see how Io enters ths oityl Ho oomes “-.M.plﬂing
upon en ags, and a colt the foal of on ass,” (Uospel) It is thias
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mackness of our Lord that we shall aee portroyed throughoub the ocning
wooke 5U Paul writss, "sccio husbled Himeslf, and boomwe obodient
mto denth, even tle death of tho orosse" (Splstle)

indeed; ng we today stand b the begiuning of Holy \leek, we
canznot forget the suffering vwidoh liep aheads In today's Introlt
and Gradual wo hear the distent ories of our suffering sxd dying
lovde “Bo nob Thou fMr fron me, 0 lord: O my strongth haste Thoe
%o holp mo, Save me from tho lion's mouth: ond dellver mo fyen
Yhe herns of the unlecrng. LY God, My God, why hest Yhou
forsokon mefs Thy art Thou eo for fvon helping Ke?® (Introls)

But net only do we zee tho suifering of the sordug vooke
o ulso ses the victory of Essters Wo have o ccoploto view
of tiw ovents bufore use St. Faul writes, "Whorefore God alse
hath highly emlted In, and given Iin & newe which ic wbovo
gvory neme: Ghat at the znmwe of Jesus evory kmee ehould bow,
of things in heswven, and things in earth; und things wmder
thw earthy and that every tongue should econfess that Josus
Christ s levd, to the glory of God the Fathare® (Fpistle)

Yon, Ohrist is the suffering Sewvant, bub He is also
the victorious Lorde Ho ic the King of owr snlvabions lab
us, thorefore, go forth to greet our Ring on this glad Maln
Sunday, oo that Ho might rule in owr hearts with fis suving
grecee And, a6 wo atand st the begluning of this lioly Thek,
1ot us groy, "Alnighty end everlasting God, who hest sent
Thy Son, ouwr Savier, Jesus Chrish, to tals upon Iim ouwr flesh
and to suffer death upon the oross thot all menidnd should follow
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the cxsplo of Tde grovt kwnility, mercifully graut thet wo muy both
follow ¢he exanple of Nis patience wnd also Ls nude pertakera of lids
rosurrectlong Ylrough 'bha pano Josus Christ, Thy Son, o lovdscoee”
(€alloet)

Monday of Holy Feal

Daring this Holy Woek it is our purpose to pondor ow* Savioris
Fasslon &8 it 45 unfolded in ths Propers for oaoh doy. Todey'm
Goupel takes uws beok %o the Saburday befors Palwm Sundey. Ve find
our Lord visdting in Eothany in the hone of Mary, Martha, ond
Laserus, end e sco Mnry anointing the Lord with preclom olintuonts
Zhils ineidont forme o fitting introduction Yo Noly teel, for w0 hooy
our iord aay, "esccsninet She dey o-f oy burying hedh sho leph thig."

The Cogpol rolates oguco wore our Lordis ontironco into Jeruselom
on Peln Swdsy, snd 1t concludes with e souing of the Crooln who
%eenld 060 Josus” end our Loxd?s words, “esetho hour 18 somo,
that ¢ho Son of lun should ba giorified,”

Yo, "sootho hour is oguo, that tha Don of lon should be
glovified,” Bub Ho is to be glorified through suiffering. e
are so olecrly reminded of this im Sodsye Introit and Gradund
whore, in the prophotic vords of tho Psalmist, = lear our lovg,
surrounded by Kis onemies, Smploring thw Fatherta hwlp, “Fload
Ly couse, 0 lovd, with them thet strive with mes fight agpinsd
then that fight ogainst me. Pake hold of shield and bucklors
und stand up for mins holpe Drow out aloo tha spear sad stop
tho way sgninst mes ey unto my soul; X =m Thy Salwation.” (Introls)
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Dub with Ble euffering ouwr Lord 1o obodlent to tha vAll of G
bouvenly Pothare He 1o deternined to suffer and die for the mine of
the wrldy He iz confident of His Fatherts help and the final
vigtorys Such L& the plotuwre ef.our suffering Loxd widch the
propliet Isalsh prosents in todey'e Epistlos He writos, "Tio
iord @od hath .,m:mm ear, ond X wes nob vebelllous, meithar
turnsd sway baolke X m.ﬁw baok to the saivers, mmmm
%o then Vhut plucked off the hadrs I&amwmmm
and pitiinge For the Lord God will belp He, therefore shall I nok
%o confounded: tlerefore kava I set my favce like u flimb, and 2
Imow that I shall nob bu ashamed,” '

You, our deor Leid willingly suffered for use mmnmnlh
tveatmont ot Uhw hanis of svil muh and tw very wrath of Cod for sin,
so that we "...M\o'aa!d 8o weny edversidics do fall through our own
Safivaities may Yo restored tiwough Hls Passion and inmboscossions”
{Go1luo) leb us, therefors, love snd serve Hin and eonbimus %0 pray,
Uiolp us, O God of our salvation, for %iw glovy of Ty neme: ond
doliver us and purgo avey owr eins for Thy nwmo's ookes” (Orsdusl)

Tuoeday of Holy Wobl

The Gospel for teday s © somtimmbion of yesterdays Gospels
-ourwumkto!ﬂa rurpsse of Eis Pascion and once more invites
tha Jews %o acooph Iis selvations lis Plvine Scnaldp is attested %o
ty this voloe of the Pathor Himcelf. Hewever, 6ls .Jolm udds, “Bub
Shough Be hus dons so many mivecles before them, yot they doliaved
20b on Bimteees"”
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© I% ung thio unballief ou the part of the Jews whioh induced thom 4o

plot owr lord?s doobh end orueify Ml on the aceursed tive. Alrvoedy on
thie dey of licly Vool ths plob ugeinat our Lordis 11% wes being
oom:l@.. Jereudnh had forelold it muny years bafore, It is khis
words whieh we have in teduy's Splstle, He wiﬁa. ®Hub T was
14ks w lomb, oF an ok, thed i browght to sloughtor; snd I lmgw.
not Wt they had davissd dovides wgeiust we, 3 -ying, Let uo
dusb:wtmmwlﬁhﬁha Mttmr.anﬂleﬁusmmm
from the land of the living, that hismnw way B 2o more rorm‘bomu"

lowewor, doer Clerichisnsg, w uwre not o be wibelieving, bLit
bolioving, To ave mot to bo lile tho chief rulers meattonsd in the
Geapl who belleved end 8id ngt mfoaa baoeuse Yeecthey lgvad the
pruise of won nere tm tha pralso e.':' Gods” Rathew, wo wre So glory
foouits the crous of our lord Josus Ghl‘i#‘t.. for “In Hin is nrm :
13f0, and vesurrechion e the desd: Yy Kin we axv redvomed ond seb
ot llborby." (Iniveit) :

"\dndghiy and everlasting Ged, prast us gracs so to pass through
tids holy time of cur Lovd’'s Masion het wo may obbala Bk perdon of
owr ainw; through tho smo Jesua Chrisk, Thy Sum; oar Lovdsesss” (Oolloot)

Tho Gospel for todsy i9 tho history of the Pesnion eodosding vo Sto
Lultse 45 wo road the Gospel, wo hear of Jutast consplraey with the Jews
to pub cur Iovd to doathy we oo our Lomd wslsbrating tThe Passover with
Hie disolples and dnstitubing the Lord?e Suppey; wo follow %o
Gothransne exl there view owr Lordta egory and capluroj ve wilnsss
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Peterts denfal sand owr Lord's trial beforo the Jewlsh Courb, King Herod,
and Ponbius Pilatej and, fimally, we see owr Lerd oondommed and
oruoified.

Our lLord is suffering and dying. IHis deep agomy 1s reflected
in the words of the Psalmist in today's Gradual, "Hide not Thy face
fron Thy servanty for I sm in trouble:t hear me speedlly. Save me,
0 God: for the waters are come in wnto ly sou; I sink in deep mirs,
where there is mo stemling. Hear my prayer, O Lord: and let my ory
come unto Thee.®

But why does our Lord suffer? Why is He orucified? "...Sey ye
40 the deughter of Zicky behold, thy salvation comeths behold His
rowerd is with Him, and His work bofore Him." (Epistle) As foretold
by Iselah so many yeors ago, the Lerd has oome %o bring us salvetion.
It ia to obtain this salvation for us that 'ne is sow guffering and
dying. Soom the work will be comploted and salvation will De wone
After He las "...trodden the winepress alom@jesss,” He will appear
Yessglorious in His apparel, traveling in the greatnsss of His
strength.” (Epistle) |

Yea, at the nome of Jesus evary knee shall bowj of things in
heaven and things in earth end things under the sarth. For He
beeeus obedient unto death, even the death of the crosseceas” (Inmtroit)

"Granit, we bessoch Thee, Almighty God, that we, who for our evil
deods are continually afflicted, may weroifully be relisved by the
Passion of Thine caly-begotben Son, who liveth end reigueth wth Thee
and the Fply Ghost, ever one Ood, world without end.” (Collect)
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Ihméy Thursday

%he ovening of the Thursday of Holy Week was the night ian which owr
Lord institubted the Sacrament of Holy Communion and it is this sacied
institubion whioh ve are commemorating today. However, the Gospel for
today also 0alls upon us to remsmber the example of loving servics and
humility which our lord gave His disoiples that seme night when He,
their Lord and Master, washed thelr feet,

Today, the Thursdey ef Holy Wsek is called "Mawndy Thursday.” This
nams 1s derived from the labtin name for this day, Dies Mandatil, whioch
meons the "Day of the Commendment.” The name thus refers to Jesus'! words,
A new eommandment I glve unto you, That ye love one ancther,s.sss" and to
His words in the Gospsl commanding His disoiples to follow His exszple of
servics wad hm!.l:l‘by.s The newe 2lso oalls to mind the Lord!s words ab
the institution of the Holy Suppor, "eeothis do ye, in remembrance of Me.”
(Epistls)

It 1s indeed fitting that we should OW'UO the institution of
the Blesssd Sacrament on this day whén it was celebrated first by our
Lord, but we are not to commemorete its institutlon on Mawndy Thwursdey
alona, We are to go often to the Lord's Table, for in the Blessed Sacrement
our Lord gives us His Body end Blood, which were givem and shed for us for
the remission of owr sins, in oxder to sﬁrongbbn our faith in the

L]
Paul Zeller Strodach, The Chwch Year (Fhiladelphia: United
Lutheran Publisation Houss; ©0.:1924), p. 141,
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forgivensss of sins and inorease our love towerd Him and Soward gne anothar.

tiowever, as Ste. Paul warns us in $he Ei:!.ltlo. we must Teceive the Lord's
Body end Blood worthily, if we are to vyecelive the blessings intendsd by our
lords And, suvely, we will be worthy commmicants if, as the Introlt
exhorts, we glory only.in the oross of owr Lord Jesus Ohrist, trust ia
Tin for "se.ealvation, 1498, and vesurrection from the desdissss,” and
firnly believe that in the Sscrament wo are recslving Hls Body and
Blood as e pledge of all these blessings,

Yes, the Lovd ",.sheth made His wonderful works %o bo remsubereds
the Lord is gracious and full of oompasgions He hath given meat unbo
then that four Him: He will ever b mindful of Hia oovenaub.®
(Gradual)

"0 Lord God, who hast Eﬂmﬁouhnmﬂorﬁl Saorament a
momorial of Thy Passion, graut, we beseech !!\we. that wo may so0 use
thia Sacramsnt of Thy body and blood that the fruits of Thy
redemption may contizmually be manifest in us; Thou who livesh
and reignest with the Father ond the Holy Ghost, over one God,
world without end.® (Colleot)

Good Fridey

Today w are commemorsting the seorifidial death of our Lord on
Oslvery and His ocompleted redemptions This day is appropriately
called "Good Friday" becsuss of the many good blessings whioh our
Lord obtained for us by His death on the eross.

The Holy Gospel for today is the reoord of our Savior's .
Paspion according to Ste Johme It unfolds the evemts of our Lord's
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suffering from Hie capbure in Gethsemsne Yo His death on Calvary and
burlel in Joseph's Garden. Thus it is well appointed for ouwr
meditation and devotion today. '

Since esarly.times i% has been the oustom to adorn our ohurches
in black today in remembrance of our Lord's death. But today is
not primarily e day of mourning. It is 2lso a day of solemn preise
and joye It is a day of deep and holy joy because on this day owr
Lord completed His redemptive work and made perfect atomement for our
sins.

If, thorefore, we would experiencs the joy of this Good Friday and
receive all the blessings which flow from the Cross, we must go out to
Celvery with the kmowledge that there ouwr Lord took upen Himself ouwr
aing, together with the sins of the entire world, end thero suffered
tho pun:ls!nnnt of our sin, that ia Him we night have full and
ocmplote forgivenssse This is the oomforting msssage which the
Prophet Isaiah would eddress to us today, We have his words in
the Iatroit, Gradual and Epistle, He writes, "Surely He hath
borne our griefs, and carried our sorrowsiesee. Bubt He was wounded
for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: +he
chagtisemont ofrour peace was upon Hims and with His stripes wo
are healed," (Esdxtle) :

Realdsing, tho:?rore'. that our redwsption is complete, let us
g ponitently o Calvary, thank our Lerd for His dying love, and
in trus falth socept the forgivemess of sing which He offers to each
of use And let us pray on this solemn day, “"Almighty God, we bessech
Thee graciously to behold this Thy Mla.r. for which our Lord Jesus
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Christ was contented to be betrayed and given up into the hands of wicked
men and to suffer death upon the cross; through the seme Jesus Christ, Thy
Sox, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and thns Holy Ghost, ever
one God, world without end.” (Colleat) .

Holy Saturday, Easter Eve

S8inoe Holy Saturday is the day oa whioh our Lord rested in the tomb,
sorvices wore not held on this day in the early clmehss In the iyddle
Agos, however, & service was introduced on the evening of Holy Saturday,
which included the adninistration of Holy Baptiam. This service, beginning
after nightfall, lasted umtil ofter midnight, and thus it comoluded with
the Easter Mass, ooamemorating the Lord's requrreeti.on.? However, the
Liturgy for this servioe did not inelude an Introlt, but the Imtroit
was replaced by & ll.tw.-s

later, about the eleventh Sentury, this service, previously held
on Saturday night, was moved back to Saturday morning, and the Lord's
Resurrection came to be celebrated a day oarlv.s 80, even today, the
lord's Reswrection is celebrated as early as the morning of Holy

Dom Otto Haering, Li with the Church, translated by Don Rembers
Bulsarik (New York: Bensiger 8, 1050)s Pe The

7

Villensuws, ops oits, pe 16&.

8 :
Mu‘. 2!- -0-!-2.. Pe 85,
9

Villeneus, ore oite, P 164e



Saturdey in some churches.

Owr Litwgy for Holy Saturday does not follow this change: Instead
1% provides FPropsrs which are more in keeping with the ahsracter of the
Daye Since en Introit v¥as not appointed for this Day by the anciext
Ciurch, an Introlt is not inoiuded in our Propers.

The Gospel for ths Day izaludes onoe more the account of cur Lordts
burial by Joseph of Arimathses, as woll as the request of the ohisf
priests and Pharisees thnt a guord be place ot the Lordts tomb witil
efter the third days As tho Gospol tells us, this request s
granbed, and ", they went, ond made tho sepulcher sure, seeling
the stoms, and setbing & watohe" |

The Epistle serves as an appropiate transition from Holy Week
to Easter. It speaks of Ohriest suffering for our sins, being put
to death and being quickened by the Spirity it relates our Lord's
triwaphawt descenmt into hell, after His resurrection within the
grave, s tho victor over sin, desth, snd helle Ths reference to.
Baptianm in toduy's.ﬂplltlo is also fitting, for it is through
Baptisn that we share in the vioctories of Christ!s resmurection.

Like the Epistle, the Collect also makes mention of the
rosurrection. In fact, this comesmoration is the besis for its
potition. In 4t wo pray, "0 God, who didst enlighten this mozt
holy night with the glory of the Lord's resurrection, preserve
in all Thy people the spirit of adoption which Thou hast given,

80 that, remewed in body end soul, they may perform unto Thes &
pure service; through the ssms Jesus Ohrist, Thy Som, our Lord,eees"



CHAPTER VIIX
EASTERTYDE

Easter is the most importurt rest!.val of the Ohurch Year. With its
commenoration of our leord?s triuaphal rasmeo'bi.on from the grave, the
Church Year reaches its olhmz,l for the rosurroot!.on of Christ marks
the consummation of His work as Redeemer and is ths very foundedion for
our Christien faith and hope.

Baster is also the oldest of all the Ohr!.st!.g.n Fsst‘.l.mls.z ita
origin goes back to the very early Church when it was first obsorved
every Sundny.s From there it came %o be celebrated anmually and became
the foundaltion for the entirve Ohwreh ‘.tw;-:-.x-:!I

Tho commemoration of ocur lordts resurrection is, of course, a time
of greatest joy. Altars are adorned in white and the. Hallelujah is omce
more sung in our services of worship. dJoy snd praise sbound, And, as
in the early Church; this time of rejololing comtinuwes for fifty days,
until the Fostival of Pan'toma'bes The Propers for the Sundays .aﬂiar Easter,

vhich pressnt the post-resurrection appearances of our Lord, serve bo
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sustain this Joyous mood, as well as to propare us for the commemoryation
of owr Lovd's Apoension and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Fenbecosts

This day commemorating our Lord's resurrection has meny nemess The
proper Liturgical name 1o "fhe Feast of the Resurrection of our Lpr'd."
but this Festival has also beon styled "The Lord's Day of Resurrection,”
®FThe Peschal Day of the Resurrection,® and "Baster,” This last name,
"Easter," is thought to be derived from the nome of the pagan goddess
Eoatre, whose festival was originally celebrated at the same tims of the
yoar thet Easter 18.6 However, it has aloo been discovered that the
neme "Easter” might have been derived from the Germen yrstand,

Y

which means “to rise."’ This labbter meaning would be the more appropriate.

Tho date of Baster 1s movable, ani its dete determines ths dote of
many other Christian festivala and seasons, suoh oz Septuagesima, lent,
and Peontscost, But while the date of Bu.ator_ is movable, it is always

celebrated on o Sunday = the first Sunday after the full moom of
8
Springe

In conolusion, it should bs also mentioned again that Easter
9

was the time Ffor Baptimas and Confirmation in the anoient Church,
Aocordingly, many of the Propers appointed for the Season, notably
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those for the Lirst and second Sundays after Esster, were chosen for the
purposs of instraoting the newly baptized and confirmed..’ This is of
pertiouler significance for us,; for, in keeping with the custom of the
anolent Chureh, we, too, perfora the sclemn rite of Confirmation during
this season. Its Propers appropriately serve as our meons of exhorting
and instructing the newly confirmed and of encouraging them to ryemein
steadfaat in the faith. Le% us, therefore, not forget ocur mowly confirmed,
but pray for them and use our worship services to foster and nourish their
1ife in Christe

Easter Day, the Feast of the Resuwrrection of our Lord

Today we are celebreting the Feast of Feasts and the King of Days -
the Festival of owr lLord's triumphel resurrection from the greve as the
Victor over sin, death, and hell, The Imtroit strikes the keynobte of
the Day with the glorious resurrection prooclamabion, "He 1s risen,
Hallelujshl: Why scel yo the living smong the dead? Hallalunjahi
Remember hww He lpa!n; unbo you, Hallelujoht: Ths Son of ¥an must be
orucified saud the third dey rise again. Hallelujeht Hallelujahi®

Yos, Christ is risent OClrist is risen indeedt This is the
$hrilling message of today's Gospels Together with the women who
visited the Lordts tomb early on that first Easter Sunday morning,

% hear the angel's words, M eeBo not affyighted: Yo seck Jesus of
Nazareth, which was orucified: He is risen; He is not here: Behold
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the place where they laid Him."

Indeed, "This is the day which the Lord hath mades wo will rejoice
and be glad in 1t." There is mush veason for joy todu.y; Owr lLord's
resurrection assures us that God has accepted His Son's sacrifioce for
our sin; it assur:s us of the vidbory over sin, desth, and hell in owr
own lives, Therefore, as 5i. Paul exhorte in today'c Epistle, let us
Beseksop the femst, not with old leaven, neither with tho leaven of
melicd end wickednsssy but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and
truths” In addition, let ud alsc pray, "Almighty God, who through
Thine oaly-tegotten Son Jesus Chriast, hast overcome death and cpened
unto us the gate of everlasting life, wo humbly beseesh Thee, that,
as Thou dost put into owr mirnds good desires, ao by Zhy continual
help we may bring the same to good effect, through the same Jesus
Christ, Thy Son, our Lordysess” (Collest)

Easter Monday

In yesterday's Gospsl we heard the angel’s proolamation of ow
lord's resurrections In today's Gospsel vo ses the Risen lord Himself,
walking with two of His disoiples along the road to Emmauss As we
behold Him, we cennot but exolaim with these disciples, "...The
Lord is risen indeed,eees”

Yoday's Epistle also attests our Lord?s resurrection. e have
the witness of 8t Poter to the Roman Cornmalius. He says, “And we
ere witnesses of all things whioh He did both in the lard of the
Jews, and in Jerusalemj whom they slew and hanged on a tree: Him
Godratuiwthsthiﬁdny..anﬁ showed Him epenly; not to all the
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pooplo, dub unto vitwozses olmsen beforo of God, ovon to us, whe did
o6t and drink with Hla after ilv rane from the dend.”

Yoa, thore i1a ro roca for doubbe ZThe Levd lwa risen. Tw
knowledge of this should €111 ewr hearts vith csmfort end joy, for,
through owr Lerdls reswruction, vo huve boen fracd fron the slavery
of oin, raisad todw mownang of 1ife, and made mambors of Christ's
holy Charohe These arc tho blessings assured wo in the werds of Soday's
Introlt, “Fhe Lond hath Wrougith you ixto a Jand fleviug with nilk and
banay, Bllelujebls that Ms Law might conbdimuslly te in your mouthe
Hallolujahf Msllodujahi™ “Oh, give thanke wmto the Iovd: oall upom
fe meme: ke koows ls doeda wamg the people.” (Imiwoit)

90 God, who in the Pacghal Feagt lmst bestowsd restoration upen
the world, gontinuwe wato Thy pooplo Thy hasvenly gift that thoy may
both attein wyio perfect freodom cpd sdvance unto 1ifo etoraals
thvough Jesus Chriat, Thy Son, owr' Lordseese” (Ualleoat)

Baster Tunsday

Zoday’s Propors continus ths commemorstion of our Lowdts reshrredtions
The Gespel prosents anobther appesranse of the Rissn Christ - kle appearance
to vll of the disoiples on Zaster wveninge Oa thia oocaslun var Lond ate
with Bia disoiploe end charged them to bo wilmwosves of His osurmecticn.
fio sald, "esoye ore witmesmes of theso thinge," :

Folthful to this charge, it wae mob long beforv the diseiplos wenb
Sate all the vorld as witnesses % the Rison Christ. In yosterday's
Bristlo we hoard Ste Poterte witnoss ¢o Christts reswrection in the
hoae of the Boman Corneliuge Today's Epistle contains 0% Paul's
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uitnoos to the paople in Anblooh of Pleldis, Ve hoer hin sey, "Bub
Ged relaod in fyon the deads and o wes coen meny doya of thon
vhilch eawo up with Mn fron Galllos to Joruwselem, vho ore Dis witnseses
unto o pooplo.” Lily Foder and Paul, may wo, whe by faith have ssen
our Rison Lord, aleo "eseahon forkh in ¢ur 1ives thub wiloh ve profese
with our 13psjecss” {Golloet)

Bub 4% 49 ot tho purpose of today's Propers sluply to walo we
1oro certeln of cur Londls sopurresbions Thoy wdd sleo venisd ue
of tlw Dlesvings which wo lovo rocoived from Bls rlaing from the
deode Addrossed to was Yhe Introlt declaves, "o gave Shen Yo dvink
of tmwator of wisdes, snd they will'bo strengtheucd thoveby, ead
thay elnll nob be nowed, Hallolujehl ond b will esslt thow fovevors
fnllolujaht Ballelujaht” ZIndeod, becsuse of Hls sicuament for owr
ain, Christ, thvough the vater of Daptlsms, hes made us wise wste
salvotion, ot wa might cbtain the oteoynal 1ife, which IN bas opeusd
to us thrsugh Hio resurvections "Oh, give dhonks watio thw Lord; eall
upon Hin mozo: make lnovs flo deeds srong She poopla.” (Intyoit)

guasimodogendtl, The Pirst Sundsy after Haster

Tho nome for thio Dunday 43 derived frem 4w opening words of
the latin Tntyelt, Guacizedogenisi, “os mowborn Datos,” Tids
wuauuﬂmwm'mmmmummm
mmw‘hwlmltydmmramtww ths first
Sunday after Fastere

. “iallolujeht Hallelujah Ghrish, our Fassover: 4o
eeorifiesd for uns Hallelujehi Tha angsl of the Lord doscended
fron honven; sud eams and yolled baok the stone fyem the door aud
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#at upon fb. Hallelujahl" as those words of todayts Oradwal suggeat,
we avo still oelebrading cnd gomwiorating our loxd's resurrections
Teday La the eighth day after Fastor. Accordingly, today's Goapol
Prasente nob only the appenruxce of the Risen Lord to Ma dlssiples
on Hacter evening, hub alep Bls appearance to them eligkh days labors

La we roud today's Gospol, wo remanbar thad Thanmss was 2ot omong
tho dlesiples vhen tho loxd £ivst showmd Himself alive %o tham on
Zastor ovenings And having not seen the Rizen Lord, Thomng
doubtede N0 would noh bolisvas Howover, his wabollef did net
contimwe Then ths Lovd appecved %o hiz o wook later, he 414
bollove ond oonfossed, "sedly Lord and my Gode" Dub %o must nob
Sorget our lord’e words to Thomas on thic veosalome “Josug auith
@a hin, Thusae, beoceuse thou hash seen mo, thou lust Bulioveds
bleseed are they that have not mnaldyuthnwbelmu"

“sosblensed are thay thoy have not seen and yo have belleved,®
Suoh 48 onr faithe Ve have vob sen our Rissn lord fuce to fued,
It wo have sson Hix in His word crd exporlenced Bls saving graoe
in our lives, and w bolleve. And grest aye tho blosaings of
guoh faith a8 ourss Shs Jobn writes in todayts Zplatls, “For
wintsoever 4s born of God overommath the wordd: and 3his is the
victory that overcsmeth the vorld, oven ouwr falthy Vho ls he
‘ﬂat ovorveaeth the worid, bub he that wileveth tinl Josus a8
tho Son of Godt”

Yog, by faibh in the Bioen Ohrist, ww hove ¢veroomo the
world, that S0, the powor 6f Sstau yullng in diw worlds %,
however, w0 would gontinge to triumph ever the world, wo must
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conbinus to nourdsh ond Mngf:dn‘m‘mth!xfa faithful ul; of Gedts
word apd 4o Elessod Sscrwmenb, 9)4- skt nnﬁn{cﬂu'a Intvolt exhorba,
"As vouborn babosy desive the ﬂmhﬁukofm‘woﬁ. 42 0% only
will mhaammwormm\uamwmmnm
ﬂmxveauwfai%mm&ﬂwmw uorluﬂlnlaogiwmt!n
help of Illa grace Yo bring forth the i‘r-zl‘&;hyf tur Lord's rosurrestion
in owr lives nd converoabions (Oc)lect) 5

Sy mn

Risoricordias Domind, the Sesvnd Sundoy after Esater

The mame for thio segsond Sundsy aftor Eester iz derivod from te
phraso in the fivet verse of the Labin Xatweit, Hisericoniian Donindg
“Gosdnosy of the Lerd.” ﬂ&mﬂwhnlum'u“ﬂcﬁﬂhﬂpﬁm
Sunday® bocuuse both todoy's Bplstle and Gospol present Chwist es the
Gool Shopherds

Thy pote of Bestor joy 1o onoe rore sounded in toduyta Introld
ond Gradusle The Imbyolt deolarwa, “Tho sardh is fuil of the
goodnass of Uhe Iord: by the word of the Lord wers the
hogvena ucdse Hojolion iu the lawd, O yo rightecus: fow
praise is comely Zor thy uprighbe”

Indeed, there 1o much roason for' joy Suring thoss post-Eagter
days, bub today o rojoied espoelally Go hesy our victerious Sevier
say in Sodayia Gospol, "I an the Ocod Shepherd, azd know Ey shwop,
and &n knoon of Minoe® Yes, Olrrist is the Geod Shophaxde 5o is
o Good Shopiwrds Howawey, va wre nob alwsys of Iy folds UOmoe

Y, esvmre 68 ghogp going ustrayjeseey” (Fyiotle) bub the Good
mmﬂmwmwﬂﬂmﬂmmmaﬁm
dowa Els ilfe for us thet wo might bb roscusd wid vetumed o
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H!.'a folde Ib s, therefor:, through the deuth amd rosurrcation of oupy
Goed Bhephord thub wo ®40.070 now returned wito tho Shopbard asd Blshop
of" awr ®yeomonla” (Bpletlo) end are assured of Iz livisg cures

Christ is tho Good Shophord, tod wo are His cheepe Whet a glorious
relationshipt It wes with this velationship upperaost in Do mind thab
Ste Potor wwote the words of todey?s Bpletles I would nob lhuwo us
fSorgo’ theb Ckrlet, our Uood Shephord, desires us to S1low the oxuaple
of love and patlenee which Hy hes glvon use For thic romgon Ho ",eobare
cur sine in Ble own body on tlo t1oe,sees” Jedling 0. Tebarts sords,
lot us, thersfore; learn of our gentle and Good Shophend to Yo lewing,
kind, and pablont s i 15, until we bogome parbalers of etarnsl joyse
{Colleat)

dibilate, tlo Thind Sundey efbor Bastor

ﬁxnyve Ia%in Iatyeit begine with tho word Jubllate, “Rejolce,”
and so this Sunday Lo oslled Hubllate Susleys®

lookine baol: onop mae o thw Festival of cur lovdle Beswrrostion,
and vewsrbering the redenption the lord hath sonk to His peoplo (Gradual),
the Introld for Yodsy os2lls vs and all people to praise God, I
declores, "Hake s joyful nmolso wato Goly all yo lenda: sing
fordh tho loney of Ha nameg make Hls pralse gloricus.”

Bub, 8 mentiomsd in the introduction to tho Joason of Fastey,
stummymmmormmmémtsusawmr
Baotor to yrossub the post~resurrection appearcuces of our Lord and
to suwialn the joyous wood of Faster. Thoy ar: uls2o to prepuye us
for the mﬁm of cur lordva agoeasion oxd 1w outpouring
of Uis Holy Spirlt on Fontocost. S1m00, thereforo, we ure maring
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the Fostival of owr Lovd's Assension, the Propers fo# Zoduy Segin to
prepare ui for dhal oumwworations In todey's Gospel w lmar ouws
Lord pay to 1is diseiplos, "A 14ttle wiile and yo chall not ace
et amd ogpin, o 14bdle while, and yo ehull see He, becsuso I go
%0 the Pathop,”

fio doubb Uhe Lond e aanonmsomsent, YA xi'ﬁﬁh wkile, and ye chall
nob 200 Hoieses” fil20d Ts divolplest hearbe With sorros Sub te
Io™l aleo gave dvn yeason foF joye Is ndded, "sc.ugain o 33tHe
wiile, ead yo ehall 200 Eoseces”

Yog, our Iowd epoie So Hias disoiples comcoyning both ils Lagension
and io return on the lact daye They woro to lock forvurd o both of theass
ovents. 5o todsy Wy 908, are locking forwerd to both of Hhaos eventes
Folloning W plen of the Gluwoh Year, we-are locking forwad o tho
ocsmanovabion of ouwr lordfs Asoonsions AL the saue tlmo, howover,
wo are also swmsting our Lesdia reburn wt the ond of timos

It g vath thia second 0oning of our leord in wind thav Ste Peter
wrot the worde of Goday's Eplotlo, He %olle uws how e are te live -
Heeett atrmngers and pilgringeses” o0 sarths Plwst of wll; we are
%0 "soethutalp fron floably lusts, which wiv. against $10 mouljesses”
that vo might Yo found blmselesy 3n the Day of Josus Chricta
Secondly, wo sre- to Jive 1ives of cbedienco, 1ovo, wd ervicse
Heediag S%s Petor's exhorkabion, let us, thayefvwe, proy God
Ahat we who heve been adufttod "seeizto tw fellewship of Mristis
religionsssmayavold thope things thut ove contvwry %o ow
’mﬁmﬁﬂﬁlﬁﬂl pugh thlngs as are e greeable to the
Baegeens” (Collost)
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Conbebe, tho Powrd: Sundey wtbor Racter

ihis Swday recolves ite zame fvom the £irsb wond of ke Latin
Introlt, Guntate, “Singe”

1iln tho Inbrolts exd Craduale of tho psst Swsdays cfber Saster,
today?s Tubroit oxd Grodus) aleo rexisd wi thet wo nvo suill walking
1a the worn aftereglow of Faoter. Romombering the wonderfal works
of God snd capsolslly ¢he rosurrogtion of cur lord fvam Gie doad,
the Inbrols for tolay Liwitos all mbions to coms and sing wbo the
lovd o 0w eonge

Ve will renonboy dthat last Sunday Vha Propora srpounced ¢he
asrzeosoiing dey of owr Lond?e Asvension end Bogew Lo prepere us fop
tlat commomopations Ve lward our Lord say, "& 1iutlo while, and yo
ahall not 990 WOtecse” Likowise, in Yovdey®s Goopsl o hear our Lovd
apealdng of Mis veturm Yo the Pebhers Bub 1w adds enother thought -
& thought whioh izvites us %o look sheod not cnly Vo he Day of He
Azornsion, bub eleo the Fostivel of Fontecoste He eays, “Hewertheless,
:‘hsnmthatmﬂh,atiammm;rwmtlgemwg for il
gv not eway, the Ceaforter will not oo wndo yous but 40 I dopest, I
wil) send Hin wbo you.” .

Yos, after iis roturn bo tho Father, Yo lovd prondses to sond iBs
Foly Spivdd to His diseiples in ordor 9o stropgthon tholy fulth and
mmmmmuwoemmmbmmmmm
Asconded Larde ¥ho dlesiples are to 300K formard fo Sho diy of
the Holy Spiritts comings Thay aré to ook forwurd to the day
of Hiq oubpourlsg with ceger sxpectitions

mmmmm&wahmMamm-mﬂ
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oub His Foly Spdrit upen lido disoiplen ton daya afbor Hla Mmlon.
an Uho Dey of Pemtosoity Sosa ve wAll be gommmorating thnt glovions
evone Sub A wo hoar our Lard?s words o promize iz twdayde Gospel,
wo oanvob forgot thet B hug aleo given us the gifh of s Holy Spirite
Be 40 oo of thoss good sxd parfast ghfts from slowe convbemise which
Sty Jumes wpaks in todsytd Bpiskle. Indoed, A is the Roly Spielt,
Vo, through $hi Werdy hes wada us tho obildren of Guds 4. James
wpiten, 00 Hio oum will Baget Ha us with the word of truth, thed
w dould b e kind of flrotfruite of Hls ovestures,” It is
Iiiowrlso thyough the Tord that the Eoly Spirdt comblmew to oo
into our ifwey, MWelplng 6 %0 love what Qod cussoids and Ho
desire whob B m;mtwo. {Collent) Thorefore, “esclay aparh
all fiithiness end superflully of daughtiness, «nd roceive with
maeinees the engrafed Word, wdeh 1o able 4o swwve your swulse”
{Bpiatio)

Rogabe, the Pifth Swusdoy efter Zastey

. The mmo for thie f1fth Supday afber Bestor is "Rognte,” which
woane "Preye” This mems, wmilike the mmds of thy previous Sudsys,
i0 nob derived fvém the opening words of ths Lotin Intwolt, tub
2in3s ba origln 1n 4he words of owr Lovd An today's Uospel
domooTning prayers The thwos daye following thle Sunday have
eloo rogoived thely nume frem today's Gospals Sinde surly
%4008 Whey bave beom knevn 83 $he Rogation Days, Gr, in keeplag
with o Lovd?s goumend i today®s Gospels the Chrfsblens in dhe
ancion’ Clupoli had the oustom of walking in procossion Sirpugh
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Sho 2i0lds of ke conatryside during those m,Mm#m growth
of tha perly plasted soed and mraaaww.n

The Liturgy for tido Sundey stil) abousds with Esstor Joyo Iswitiag
all thw eardh to eslelruto our lLordss Hastor victory, tudayta Tubrolt
deolares, “ilth the voise of singing deelors yo und o)l thisy ubtter
it ovem %o tho ond of the eavbli uaxmma The Lovd huth yodeomed
Hio corvant Jaoob: Hallolujohl Iailolujahl Hulm e Joyful molse
wito God, ell yo londes sing forbh the honor of His mwo: malwm His
oraise gloriouss”

Yes, behind us is the Pootival of cur Loni's Resurrection.
Bub beforo us is the Dy of Hila Aspension and the Fostivel of Fentecoste
In faot, we shall colebrabe our Lordls return o glory in jusk four more
deyse 10 20, thorofora, with a note of Lxywdisey that w hoar our levd
By in today®s Gospel, "I camo forth from ¢he Foliny, @l £a come iabo
o wordd: again, I loave @o werld, axd go to the Putlore” (Credwml
ad Goopel) _ :

But while the Lord is sboub to withirew Hla vizible prosonce frem
g disolploc, He wveninds tham thot He will conbimue %o be with thwm
and garo for thwm and invives dhem to mulw all thoir uoeds end :
roguaste iwown wito dim in prayer. Ho mays, "Verily, verily, I
sey unbo you, Vhutacever 3o shal) ssk the Fathor in By nmes, B
will give 4t youe Mitherto huve yo aedlod nothing in Hy nane: ask,
and ye ahaldl MW. that your joy may be full," (Gospel) .

lowovey, tlese words of our Dleseed Loxd wore oot addresssd to

Hyre—— _
mm, a& ﬁig Po W-‘?-
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il izt disodples alomvs They ore acdresesd eluo to wse Ath
those words the lovd urgos us o rayors Bo.pronises, Yessulnmbe
Boewer yo ohall asl tho Father in Ky seme, lb wild give 1t yous"

Whet chall wo esk the Fetlvy in Jeous? mas? Yo Zowo Begy
noads and desirese Yo should tuske thom all Uo the lord in
mreyore Bubt qbove ali, w should pray, as S%. Juws supgoshs
iz ¢eday's Epletle, that God would grant us o apoelisl mocgure
of Hio Holy Bpirit, so dhat we might Lo "ecsdoers of the Word,
erd not hoevers onlypeese” How £1tting, thereforn, io today's
Goliect in whiah we pray, "0 God, from wiom ell good thisgs do
cue, grant to us, Thy lnmble servants, that b; Thy holy imspirablicn
w0 may think those $hings that bo right asd by Thy meveifal gulding
my porvdorn tle erey Uhrough Josus Chwish; Thy Son, our loxdjeses”



CHATTER IX
ASCEHETONTEIE

Ihe ecororetion of our Lordfs Asgancion owwpe forbty daye after
the Peativel of Tastor and the andire pericd from iseenslon Day uabil
the Ssturdsy before Femseoost ie lmown as Acsonsionbldes Simpo ob
loast Yhe fourth conturys She Doy of ewr lLord?s Acommoien has Deen
ealodrated By the Churoh o6 cae of ey grest ?eats.mls.l Like
Olrlotens and TDaster, 1%, oo, 18 a Fesblival of createst juy, for
1% coumsenoretes the ecuplotion of owr Lord's w@iw wrk and
lids onthrorauwend in glory ascording to Uls human natures

it dhould alvo bo mentlopsd that with ths cslolration of
“ho Peast of thw Asoension the Church Yosy onds 1%» comwivyration
of ow lord?s oarthly lifes Soon, on Trisdty Sundwy, the Festiwal
kalf of the Ohuvel: Yosr will come to 36s oloses '

ihe Lueension bf Ouy Lord

Tho Iatrols for today brisfly but beaubifully sounde tio
koynote of bodeys celebrabions Solemnly emncumeSng our lard's
Anoonslon, it doolares, Yo mum of Galilee, wiy stand yo gasing
up into hoaven?s Hallolujaht This mww Josus which ia Zakexn wp
fron you into heavon sbnll oo como in 1ike mawmor a3 ye hewm
seon Hlm go into hosvend Hellelujaht Hallelujehs Ok, olap

1 :
Paul feller Gtrodaoh, Yhe Churoh Yeay (Fhiledelphin: Thw
Tnitod Lubheron Publication Y5use, Oe. s P 169
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your hunds, o1l yo peoplet ahoub uato God with the voleo of triwaphe”

Soth thoe Gospel and Epfedle Sor Yoday eontain tis reoord of owr
Lordta Ascensione Duth elso regord Iis perbing words 4o Hie disoiplon,
Aftor our Elesged lord had appeavedl %o s dlscliples for forty days
sfter His roasrreotion, wo are %old thal Eo oharged %hem to wuld in
Jerusalen wntil Tho floly Ghost shiould comd upon them snd ccmwanded
bhaw that, «fter they hed recolived powerfiom the Holy Ghost, they
should bo vAtnassea of Hin ".oiboth in Jorusslen, and dn e1d Judes,
end in Somaris, ond wmbo the wttemisot pard of tho oarths” (Sslstlo)
“An} viwn ¥o hod spolon thses things, hile they boleld; e wus talen
up; ond a oloud regeived fln oub of thelr sight.” (Bpistle)

You,'Godls gone up with v shoubs the Lerd with the sowsd of a
ﬁnngh“ (Graduwal) aAnd thure 1s mueh oanfort for us in the fack
that ow Lord "goowas yocelwed up into heaven, and zat on tho right
hend of Gode®  (Compml) . %o apre assured that, even doday, owr
Nlossed Lord still ddven end relgns as Uhe Eisg of Xings und
“ho lovd of Londa: Ve are assured that Ho porsouully rules ard
governs our 1ives and thal Ho will owmo ogpin and vosaive us
wmto Himsolls

Bovowery, untll cur lord doos oo again, we muct nob forged
fis words, "se«00 yo into all the worldd and prosch tho Gospol %o
overy oveoturo.” Like the disciples, W, 00, sve %o bo viimmases
of s saving graoo throughou® owr exbire livog. Tds w will be
onabled ¢o do A€ "seein bmart snd mind" we aceond %o owr Savier

and "sourdth Hin oonbimmlly dmlljecss” (Collecd)
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E:m’sei:. e Sundey efber Sl Asconsion

Tho Lotin neme for thio Sunday is dorived from 4he opening word
of today's Intyolt, "Hear,"

This is the Dunday Tetvsen tlw Day of our lord's Assonsicn cud
thy Tostival of Poxtoconte /43 today'e Gospol veninds ug, before ils
Lsosnolon our Lond hed promiseod His disciplos Uhat He would semd
thom s Moly Spirdt in grdey %o oquip Shem for tholr took of wiinoss.
It mas, therefors, during those days aftor our lord?s Lsconslon thab
tho 2isoipleon walted in Jerusalem; cageviy exyecting the oubpouring
¢? tha Holy Glioste

Tiogo ave nlso doys of waliting foy uay toos lilke the dlssiples,
wa, Wo, e Fraylag Wk on the Pestival of Tantocost Ule loly Suirlt
will bo powred aub uyom us amowe It is this mood of lorging ozpechbancy
=hioh 45 oxpresssd in the words of tedsy's Imtroit, “Hesr, O Lord,
whon I ory with my voloe: lialledwlehi VWhon Thou ssidot; Sook ye Hy
£a50, wy heart said umto fheo, Thy fece, Lord, will I seols lide
wt Thy face fros mos Hallelujeht Hallolujeht” -

Hovover, during thoge days after ow Lerd's anwaqtan, WO ore
not only looking forwavd to the Pay of Fentesoste Like thoe onrly
Christisns, w0 avo aloo longing and waiting for the fwlfiliment
of our Lordts words 4n todsy?e Oradual, “seel will oome sgnin Yo
FoUgesae” To aro avalting our lord's returm. Bud, ws (Y Petor
Toriads wo in today's Bplstle, these are wob to BB days of idle
waidingo Rothor, we axo %0 Do “socsobor and wabah umbo SuyOr,”
ond wa ave b0 live livos of love and sarviess Lab uay thorafore,
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pray God thot s would grant us a spsolal measww of e Doly S:deds,
80 that @ =ight always hevoe "seet devout will Somrda” idn ol sorye
Ma Yeeovith o pare ‘Wﬂl’t;g_‘--' (@ﬂmﬂ)



i

RN RH I

CHAYTER X
WHITSURTINR

The Footival of Ponteoost ccuremoratos 4he outrouwring of ke Ibly
Spiris end the foumding of $ho Christian Chwrohs Tt 38 the thind and
lagb great Festival of the Clmroh Yoare As the nawms “Pentacost,”
whish means "£ifty deya,” implies, this Featival comes £ifby days
alftor ths Peash of the Resurpoction and cousiudes the £184y day
mricd of rojoicing which follows thu gyeat Fosbivals

1dke Euster, tho ordgin of this Festivel is quite umlonte It
w3 oolabrated clready in the very early Chuxeh, and thare is some
indlonlion that ite ﬂrigiu oven dates baok to <nostolic '!i!.maol
Rosordingly, Fenbecost &5 the second oldost Festival of the Ciristian
elm-.-ob.a

Tho ovigis of tho nomo of this Postival 4a also of speeial
intorosts Alveady in pro-Cihndstisn $imss "Pentocost™ was the _
2aup of the Jewlsh Fostival celebrated £ifty deys aftar the ?aaaum.s
Sizes the outpowriap of Yhe Holy Spivit took ploce on this Jowish
Pogbival, 4he early Ghristisns adopbed the mume "Fentecost” for
thelir mﬂmj This nuw 40 parblounlarly sppropriate

aul Eﬂllﬂr Strodech; Tho (Mlﬂdﬂt The
MM Latheran Publisetion House, Ge s Do 1T

“lasbin Gatbeon, "The Giare Your,” The Lupstase Quarberly,
= awﬂ. 1942} 4 Pe 120

rmm Rood, Luthorea (Philadelphis: iuhlenbarg
B'euz u.lﬂi’)’: e 470%!' g ‘

Strodnsh, gps cites Pe 176
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teoausn i desssnt of tho Holy Spirid cane £ifty daye sftor owr
iordts yosarrections .

ixothor o Yy which tids Footivel is alzo wll Imown %o
“hiteumdsy.”  Simod Rundooost, togoltery with Baster, wes 4l tice
for Bapbleme in the early Chusoh, this nemd may have reforencs ©o
“tho white gamonts wilch the newly bapbiszed wore cn Ghls éawca
It L8 also yossible, howvsr, that thls mus aould refor %o v
gAY of wisdan whiol dho Holy Spirlt eomvoysd Yo the apostlog on
Fonbeoost Duy, for the old Faglish word for wisdom ig m.ﬁ

It should also bo moted in conolusien thet in olden Limos tho
Torblval of Fentodost s & throo dey colobrations’ For Giab
roagon, our Liturgy also aprointe Propora for Honday and Tuseday
of whitoun weske A8 WO e£hell ses, tho Fropers for thase days
sorve to conbimp Uw camemorablon Pogun on Whitsurdaye

Whitsusiay, the Festival of Tenlocost

As monbionad in the intwofustion b Ponbssost, tho Foativel of
Pemtacost sompenorates the catpouring 6f the Doly Spivit end the
fovnling of the Ohwistion Cluohe It is tile ccumeworadion whiech
is 80 majestloally mamcunsed In todayls Iatvolt wad Gredunl, The

Bt
: Ibide, P 175.!'3.
Rseod, Spe &_’ﬁip Pe 4904

?
Dua Obbo Haoring, Livias with the Gh translated by Dxa
Resbeyrt Sularsllk mi&;ﬁm&?&% 1930), po 105
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Introid prooladms, “The Splielt of ¢he Lovd Lilloth the vpridi
Hallelyjehl iot the righteous be glad; lot ihem veojoloo Dafor:
God: yea, 1ot Uin:m ozooadingly rojoloos illolujah? Hallelujahi”

Boaforo Hdo Asosneicn into hesven, cur Blosssd iord covissicnsd
1As disoiplon $o Yo witnesges o filn uato the uitorsodst pards of
Tho gorbhe OF thonoolves thoy wordd huve bBeen wnblo to carry
ous this tverondous dnule Thoy wore ualesined, timid, and reliving
mwne  Hub, ag today’s Cosprd rewinda us, our laxd hod proulced then
lids Foly Splrlt in owdor toequip thon fur this tromendous Caske

4ad the Holy Spirit 444 oome, Ton dayo afbor oue Lovdds
Aoovasion, H» was poured oub upbn the diseiples in chumdest moaanres
% s tiw regosd of Ghls mirasulous event whish we heve in todayls
Hplstloo YApd whem lo Day of Pentooost was fully oums, they were
ell with ono accord in ons plecd. Aod oullonly thero euw & doumd
from hopwon as of o ruthing aichly wind, and 4t £11308 all %o
houso where thsy wore sittinge And there eppeared unto them oloven
ongnes aa of Tire, and &5 oY upor each of bhoms 4nd thoy were
all filled vich e myexm; and Bogan ¢o spoalz with other torgues
oo the Spirit geve thom ubborgnos.” .

Yozdorful cnd marvelous indood wes the doscent of tho Holy Spiritd
A gloviows tronsforambion Yook place iu the lives of the disviplec.
Thay hosumo fearless, couragdous confessors of Giwist, Thay wova
exodied 4o speal: in feroiga lengunges wo thad all the sbeungers in
Jetusalen could understand thelr witmesg. Anl as & rosult of Sisir
witness and tho Srdrita aobivity, the Ohmroh was borads

Bub thoge early dissiples were nob moﬂymmmm
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Ioly Splrid dedeandoed with groat powers Lo has bsom youred oub also upon
uie Threugh the Word cnd the Sagrements o has brousht us to fadth in
Glirlot, trenoforand owr lives, and aado us menbers of Chrish's Churche
a this Iny of Panbteocodsty lot usy thoreloro, ¢nnk Sed for the 21f% of
139 Tioly Spirdt ond pray thot He rdghd eontimually awil 4n us in wore
abumdent meumzo, thet we 2ight hove et ¥ipght Julgmornt in el

Thinze and eversere ejolco in Fle hely oomfordjeces” {0ollest)

Honday of VWhitoun Wook

Yostonday wo guammioratod tho dosgont of tha Haly Ghost on the
Ty of Fortacont oad din ontadlislment of Ww Gwlstian Clawche
Todayts Upletle ocombinusy thes comeenciatione It osvrotey snothey
and subsoquent outmouring of the foly Spivdt and shyms wd how the
Holy Spivit combtimned 4o Dpblor the growbh of the clmrehs

mmmmammwm.mm..mwgw
%ale us to tho hoew of vho Rowen Comturion Cormeliugse There we
find S%e Pobter proclalining the gled tidings of the Gospel Ho She
Goabiless “Midle Mater yobl seale those words, tw iHoly Ghost
#31 oa all vhiich beard tho word." Yoo, Uhe Moly Svirls desconded
ales upon ths Gontiles. They beliowed and wore bapblsed. 45 Uhe
Iatrolt declaves in Pigmetive langmpge, "o fod Gwm with the fissod
of tha whoat, Eallelujahls und with hensy oub of thy ook Iis
sablafioth thome Bailalujadl IHellelnjant”

G0 God would eveato faith 4u the hearta of all man thvough
the oporaiion of Ble Holy Spivibt, fur God would have all mon %9
Poiiove Ju the Leord Josus (lwdat and bo saved. As e Jubn writos
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in today's Govpels “eosBed @0 lgved the world, that o geve D calye
begouten Som, thal whososver bolleveth in Rim shonld not porleh; ud
havo ovorlostisg Aife.” 1, therefore, wo would chiain ovarlasting
1ifs, v must 2ol oject the grasious sobiviyy of Godls Usly Spirdt,
fer Yo alowy oan orents saving faith im our hoavise Nomonber, Mo
who yojeets sbnll pordshe %o John waiies, "He thot bollaweth on
o 10 nob oondesmeds  Tub ko that belloveth not is condemmed
alvendy, beosuse le hinth not Lellswod in the nume of the only=bsgotien
Som of Goda"

Howovor, the Rely Spivid mod onlydsives %o eresto seving fuith
in eur leartse o would do owei vope. Tlwough e Tord and 4ho
Hlogged Saovweont L would contime o dwell in us, stvengilening
our Hith, transformiug ouwr iives, and grantisg vs pezess (Golleot)
Encwing thid, lab ue fervently mays “Coms, Holy Spivit,; £111 the
haarts of the Mithiuls aaﬁ}#wih In Wwon the fro of Shy love.
Hellolujahi® (Gradwmd)

Twesday of Yhisaun Voalk

¥ith tha couing of the Holy Spirit on Penmtocost, tho disoiples
bogan thely grent taal of prosehing the Gospel shrougboet the worlde

At first thelr witness wua confized Yo Jevusalam, but it wos oot

Jong before thny began thelr missionary jowneyde Yosterday wa found
the Apestlo Peber prsehing the Gospel in.Ocosares In $he how of
Gormoliuse 'Todey we €lnd hin in Semasds with Jodn, lore, ua
shovevor tlw diseiplss preached tho Gospl, the Holy Spirit wea
gzmtotmmmmmm,mmmmmmm
(mpistlo)
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Tharo ,1:-,0!.'0@.1:@.- meanmaf Christts
Ghurohe 23 dg thy way of Tuith in e lord Jesus Olelst - falth
wodused An the hears By the Sririt of Gods Cogurisg s Chueh
to & ahoopefold, our lord says 1% today'o Gouzel, “eesl s the M
of the aheope All tinG svar came bafore Ua are thlowvsas and robharss
but G gheep did noY Ioar those T an the doow: Uy Mo 12 agy man
axtor iu, by shall 4o ssved; nnd alnll go In cad oub, @3 £imd
parbugae”

fave you ovae So falith in tho Letd Josus Christ Yy U=
wrisng of the Holy Spirit? Arw you o nupber of Chiietts Thuroh?
I no, "Hooeive the Joy of your glory, Bodledwjehi giving thanks
$o God, Ballelujahts who hee oalled you to His hosvonly kingdem,
Hrilodujeht Ballelujebt™ (Yubtroit) Pray «lse thet the Holy
Spivit would Rindde Sn your howrd tho fire of loveo end give ym
y,right Judguent dn 613 thingtasess® €0 ek you WIGH B9 en
emtwmorw’awnﬂmmm vojoios in s holy
ecaforte (Oredual szd Collopt)



CHAPTER XI
FRINITY SUAMY

Ualike the othor fostlvals of the Chrlatisn Clawgh, $he Fostiwvul
of i Holy Trinity ls of rathopr veosnt orizine I was uob intreduced
iz the Church wtil the teath eemmr;r.l and 3% was uob until the first
part of the fourteenth conmbtury that 4ts cslelwution baeasw ofﬂomn-z

Although vo vorahip aod edore the Frivms Ged throughout the
Chaegh Yeor, Trinity Sundey lo the dey when wo think primarily
of the doctrine of the Hsly Teinity emd pay epseicl honor %o the
Croat Tizve-In-(moe Tho appropricteonegs of t}.ﬂ.s cazﬁnmtioa
on thia Sunday after Pentogost bocones even more appurent whan
we rezdubor thet Teindty Sunlay movks the conolusion of the Foatival
518 of ths Clmroh Yeus ond Ym boglaning of the Non-Vostivel Hife
afbor all, what oould bo soro approprinte ob the end of the fired
lf of tho Clmroh Your than ¢o romerhor enge more with grotefnl
hoarts the wonderful things $hot ocech Person of the Holy Teiaity
haa done for wa ond for our salvabion and Go melse the Triume
God for His wondvous Jowe aad graece And sinve 1t 1a cur pmeEpose
duriag tho seoond hulf of the Chureh Year to think primarily of
Olrdstien growth, the otmemoration of Trinity Sunisy ls aleo
wsld desigaed bo equlp ua vith tho proper mobivebion for begoning

o
Do Obto Haering wl () tranalated b Dom

Roader Dulerail: (How T S Se 1950), pe 1226
Kartin Qarleon, “tho Ohuvch Year,® The iugustans Quarterly,

XXy ﬁyril. 1962). Pe 1280
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noro sealous in living our Christlunity during the days ahead,

The Fonsk of the ioly Trinity

Zoday wo cre commmorating the nystery of the loly Trisity - the
Three=In-0n0 and tho OseeinePhregs ,Mh&kmnﬂamsﬁm
of Ww Oimoh Yooy, wo desire %0 wovehip wnd adove cur God Whe 4s Wxoe
Toreons in One Divine Doiap and to ponder onoe woxe the greatwwss of
s lovo tomand us slmerns As todey's Introlt declioves, “Hlossed b
e Holy Twrindly cnd the wnilivided Unity: let us glive glavy to Him
because Ho hath shywn mwvey to use”

Yaa, "acello hath ahown morey to us.” This & the wesuage
eddressed Yo us in teday's Goapel which tolls us what the Pathep,
Sony and Holy Chosy hawe dono and ayo doing for our salyabions As
wo veed of our Lord?s converaation with Hlcodamws, v Temesbor b
God, the Pathor,; sent ilis Son Yo redoen us from slag thaté&.tm
fion, earried out the Fathopts redespbive plan; end Yhat &t is God,
the Holy Ghost, Who luparta Yo us the frults of Christ's redasption
thvough the wator of Baptlam, grenting us o mew birth lute the
kingden of Gode

Havyelons and gracious inised 18 our God, Pecsllio boholdesh
the deep; amd who dwellesy betveon the chorubim.” (Gradual) as
Sbe Paul exolaimg, "0 tho dopth of e riches both of tho wlsdem
aad imolodge of Gedl How vasearghablo are s jwipnexts cad s
wys past finding outl ¥For wiv hath imown the nind of the Lordf |
Or who hath boon Iile oounselor? OF who hakh fivet given to fim and
1% slnll 2o revcupensed wnts hix again? For of Nin, ani through Fim,
ned to Hin ave all thinze: %o whem beo glory forovere Awene"
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Bubt lot us mot only worship and adore ow great and lgwing Ged
todays Lot ua aloo pray Almighty God that He "seevho hash given us,
sevorend; by the confesaicn of o truw fulth, to aolmmdodge the
glery of the otormel PTeindty and in the power of the Diviams Mesjosty
¥ worohlp the Tnitygesewouldst loep uo stoadfeet in this falth and
evosmaors dofond us fron o1l advorsitionseses®” (Colleat)
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