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CHAPTER I

INTROJUCTION

Ever since the age of the Reformation historians have
written the story of this and the preceeding period from
varying viewpoints. In an effort to explain the origin of
the German Reformation and acecount for its success a number
of elements have been emphasized. Ioremost among taese is
the religious element.

There can be no doubt that the religious element 1s the
most important factor to consider in a discussion of the Re=-
formation, for the Reformation in Germany was essentially a
religious movement.* Bven before luther the corruption of
the church and its elergy had caused men to become dissatis=-
fied with the church as it existed, The various reform
movements of John Huss, Wyeliffe, and others and the reform
councils vhich were held before this time bear witness to
this fact. Iuther's dissatisfaction was more concerned with
the corruption of the doetrine of the- church than with the
conditions manifested in the outward life of the clergy and
his work brought about a clash with the Foman Cgtholic
Church vhich resulted in the Reformation. The great em=

G, E, Hageman, BSkatches from ﬂsm%:mmgmm
(St,. Iouis$ Coreicor('iia Publishing ibuse, n.d. /9y Do 129,

2Hapeafter when the word "Beformation® is used the Be=
formation in CGermany is to be understood,
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phasis which has been placed on the religious element in the
period of the Reformation and that period immediately pre-
ceeding it has been correctly placed. The Reformation was
essentlally a religious movement with religious causes and
religlous effects.

Perheps second in importance to the religious element in
the causes and reasons for the success of the German Refor=-
mation 1s the political element. Much of the dissatisfaction
with the existing church originated with the attempts of the
church to control large sectioms of land and to direct na-
tional and international pollecies through 1ts claim to control
of the double sword. The success of the Reformation is there-
fore Gue to a large extent to the political situation vhich
prevailed at the time, The coming election of the new em-
peror of the Holy Roman Empire csused the church authorities
to move much more slowly in thelir efforts to halt the advance
of the Reformation than they ordinarily would have, for the
papal authorities needed the suprort of the electors and par-
ticularily that of the ruler of Electoral Saxony in order to
have their cendidate clected. The fact that Germany was not a
united country but was under the conirol of various rulers
governing certain sections of the land increzsed the possi-
bilities for the success of the Reformation.

8till snother element vhich has been emphasized in dis-

cussions of this period is the economic factor. Cermany at
this time was still involved in a change in economic system
from barter and services in kind to a money economy. The
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rivalry for goods, territories, and markets, brought about
many changes to which the church was opposed, not for spir-
itual or scriptural reasons, but because of purely materi-
alistic motives, All of this increased opposition to the
church and its position and helped to bring about and assure
the success of the Reformation,

A fourth element which was involved in the cause of the
Reformation and the agsurance of its success was the social
element. In nearly all histories this 1s one element which
has either been entirely neglected or at least has been rel=-
egated to a secondary position. All the other factors have
been emphasized at the expense of the social element. It was
not untll comparatively recent years that the social factor
was subjected to examination and given its rightful place
_ among the elements involved in the Reformation., It is for
this reason that there is very little information available
on the subject, '

A digcussion of the social elements involved in the Re-
formation is a rather difficult task because all the other
elements which have been listed are involved in the formation
of social classes. Much of the importance of the religious,
pollitical, and economic elements lies in the fact that they
have all been involved in the formation of these classes of

society., Because of this, any discussion of the social as-
pects of the Reformation must necessarily include these
factors and thelr influence on the formation of the soclal

classes which were present at the time of the Reformation.

e (+
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The purpose of this thesls will be to discuss the social

conditions prevalent at the close of the Middie idges which |

are involved in the German Reformaticn, the role which they ‘

played in bringing 1% obout, and also to trace the effects |

which the social factor had in assuring the success of the
Reformation.




CHAPTER II

FACIORS AFFECTING THE SOCIAL STRUCTURE OF GERMAKY
L)

The social structure of Germany received its form as the
result of a number of factors. One of the most important and
earliest of these wes the crusades. During the period of the
crusades the social structure of Gerzany as well as that of
the other European countries consisted of a feudal society.
The land was controlled by a number of barons or nobles.po=
ssessing large estates and wes operated by peasants, who, in
many cases were little better than slaves, In the century ime
medlately preceeding the Reformation at the close of the
Middle Ages thls social system had begun t0 experience a
change,

The series of religious wars vhich were fought to re=-
gain control of the Holy land had a profound effect on the
feudal soclal system existing in Germany. In the early cru-
sedes many of these barons and nobles went on the Journies to
the Near East and many of them lost their lives.® This left
a large number of peasants free men with no one exercising
control over them.

In addition to this a large number of people were able
to buy their freedom, At times entire touns bought thelr

freedom from one of the noblemen who wisied to go on a cru=-

18, J, Both and Vm. A, Kramer, The CGhurgh Zurcngh the
Agaa (St. Iouis: Concordia Publishing House, 1949), p. 330.
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sade and vas 1ln need of fundas to carry out his purpose.z ;

The stimulation of trade ceused by the crusades brought
sbout a demend for the products of the peesant farms, vhich,
together with the rise in prlcéa csused by the inorease in
trade, made it posasible for many of_the gerfa to buy their
freedom, In contrast to the nobles; the income of a farmer
vas flexible and if he was ambitious his income was likely to
1ncreaae.3 This made it vossgible for some men to buy their
freedom from their overlords. Such a condition was, however,
duite rare.u

Free tenants increased rapidly throughout the country
end by 1300 several millions of serfs had gained rreedom.5
Some of this was due %o the steady increase of population
throughout the country. Because of the orowded econditions in
gertain sections of the country, many of the serfs emigrated
%o different portions of the country or settled on asome of
the wasteland end recleimed it for use. In order to keep the
serfs in his territory a noble was often forced to soften the
conditions of the peasants, commute the services to fixed

rent, and at times even resort to emanoipatlon.s( The rapid

?ﬁamea Vi. Thompson, "An Economic and Soelal History of
the Middle Ages,"” The Oenbtury Histofioal Seriea (New York:
The Century Co,, 1928), p. 794,

3;2;5., p. 801,
“1pia., o, 7,
SIvid., o, 799
~ b1ma., ‘o, 797
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rise of the towna wes alfo a poverful factor in the freeing
of the peasanta, Labor becsme s0 much in demend that meny
gerfs were tempted to flee snd when they had once been in a
town for a year thoy received thoir freedom.! The reault of
211 these things was obvﬂ.oﬁsly an incresse in the pover of
the common people and the deyelopment of & lsrge @ection of
soclety composed of free men,

Another reault of the orusades and the losa of noblemen
in these crusades waa the inoresse of wealth end land and the
concentration of these things in the hends of a few, Hany
peacants who found themoelves without the protection which the
barons had"provmed for them. In order %o regain this 11o=
tectlion they were willing to trede their freedom in return
for the protection of znother noblemen. This oreated a
smaller though more vowerful group of noblemen who controlled
larper gseotions of the oocuntry,

As e result of these crusades, e trading olass began %o
develon in Germeny es well as in the other countries of M
rope. Men returning from the orusades brought with them
gpices end othor items which were rare &nd very much in deée-
mend. In order to provide these goods & number of people én=
tered the treding profession mroviding these items in return
Por monsy. Yealth no lonper conslated of land, and the trading
‘olass, no longer interested in lend and i%ts accumulation, be=
gan to concentrate in larger groups in the towns, thus ine

7!9141.-- p. 761,
: PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBEARY
CORCONOLL BEMLARY
QP TVNIIS A,
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oreasing thelir size and influence.

A second important element affecting the change in so=-
cial structure was the Renailssance. The effect of the Ren=
aissance in Germany was different f;cm that in Italy and some
of the other European countries. In Germany it was adopted
aﬁd used, not so much as a maans‘for increasing personal
knowledge, as an instrument for reform in education, in the
church, and for raising the standard of living.8 It was in
the fleld of education that the Renaissance had a particule
arily great influence in Germanye.

The desire for learning -formed a class of students who
received much of their education in the schools of Italy
wheore they had gone to attaln the _New Learning. These stu-
donts aupported‘ themselves by begg;lng, and in this way were
gble to obtain an education, which, when they returned to
Germeny, had formed them into & group of irreligious people
with tho same spirit as that of the Italian Numanists.?
However, if we judge from later developments, this charace
teristic was true of only a minority of students.

As the 1nf1uaﬁoe of the Renaissance increased in Germany
the desire for education took root in the towms. Princes and
burghers attempted to rival each other in the setting up of
schools. Lindsay says that within one hundred fifty years 1
seventeen universities were founded in the citles throughout !

\

8
Thomas li. Lindsay, A History of the Reformation (Now
York: Charles Scribner!s Sons, I§a

91bid., pe 59

oy oo
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Germany. Yany of these schools were supported by taxes col-
lected from the townspeaople, all of whom took pride in their

10

schools, A new development was the setting up of schools for
the education of girls.u The opportunities for education
drew students from 2ll parts of Cermany to the various touns
in vhich the universities vere established, adding a new el=
ement to the begging class which already frequented the roads
of Germany.le

The founding oi‘b schools throughout the country raised
the percentage of literate people and this together with the
printing of books at a later date casused many people to begin
to ask questions. The clergy were no longer able tc occupy
_all the important offices and the nobles and princes began to
engage men who had recelved secular education as lawyers and
counselors. Althoug_h the clergy still held the most important
offices in the national government, they no longer enjoyed a
monopoly of the education which was necessary for the conduct
of the government.13 The increase of education in Cermany
gave rise to a larger educated class which began to break
down the barrlers which had separated the clergy from the
laity.

The increase of education and the element of humanism

1011:16., Pe 93¢
Mrpaa,
125

135, hn Falt "The Beformat:lon " Ten FEpachs af Church
- Higtory %Naa Yoﬂ:r: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1902), IX, 2.




10
beran %o make soolisty more lndividualistla.lb Soclety beoame
_ enthronocentrie rather than theoeratic and men wes recognized
as %he measure of sll thinms, FEducatisn urged the people to !
do their own thinking snd work for an inersasze in the stand- }
ard of living for themselves,

The introduction of democratic theories also deeply af=
footed the thought end motlions of the aocial clsssea of Gere
meny, Sounthvestern Uermeny was most greatly affected by this
element., Its nearness to Swvitzerland inapired the pessanta
living in thils erea tc revolt sgainst the existing authority
and demand a voice in the government. The success of the
Suiss peazantry in their revolt had shown them that man for
man they were as good as any of the knighte or barons end
being e larpger cless they were able to enforce thelr dsnaads.15
The revelt ageinst authority, wvhich in meny cases WAs Suce
ceasful, helped to swell the number of free men and increase
the power of the commcn people.

A final influence which affected the sooisl structurs of
Germeny at .thia time ues the rise of industry. Although the
Industrial Revolution 1s often nleced by many hiastorians in
the eighteenth aentury, its origin can be traced to the fif=
teenth eentury.16 The rise of towns in the iddle Ages end

14 7omeniah 0'Sullivan and John F. Burnag %Lm Eurosce
(Hew York: 7, 3. Orofts and Co,, 1943), v. .

15!41!!&553. one Slt., M. 95.

160'Su111van and Burng, gp. git., . 673.

el A e L L
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the rise of 1ndnati1 thrnughout‘eermany are very olosely re=
lated,

Up until the eleventh ocntury %the life of the commoen
people wag closely asscclnated with the lend, dut during this
time commerce and industry begen to develop. Hueh of this was
dus to the olose contset with the Medlterranean lands which
hed been established during the eruaaﬂes.17 This ineresse in
trade with the forelien lends also atimulsted the production
at home beceuade merchsnte were now looking for articlea to
gnchanre for their 1mp¢rta.18

The rise of industry ceused large numbers of free men
to flock to the toﬁna to obtain employment. This movement
helpod to ralse the scelal astanding of meny of the peonle and
the rerl power of the couniry moved into the hands of & larger
group of pecple, In addition to this it helped to increase
the unrest and dissetisfacticn emong those who were unsble to
obtain enployment. Another result of this movenent was that
people begsn te underatand t(het by banding tosmether they
would be able to reslize more of their smbitions than they
eould ordinasrily achieve. The begimninge of the urhanized aso-
claleninded group cen be %reced beck to the twelfth century

where the commercisl and induotrisl processed hed their ore

Ynompson, op. gits, v. 787

185ames H. Bressted and Jsmes H, Robinhon- $lines of
Euronesn History (Boston: Ginn and Company, 151%. i. 50‘8%
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I.ghi.]‘g The great impetus which the industrial moverent re-
celved in the fifteenth century developed and inecreased the

power of the workers tremendously.

lgo'Sulnvan and Burns, op. git., p. 673.




CERAPTER III

THE B0CIAL STRUCTURE OF GERMAKRY AT
THE CLOSE OF THE NIDULE AGES

A short deacrintion of the coclety found at the olose of
the Middle Apes 10 almost imvossible bacsuse of th§ varying
conditions in the different sections of the territory com-
prising Germany. Any statement thet 1s mede is 1likely %o be
open %o contradietion, for vhat is true of one portion of the
country msy be entirely wrong when applied to another asection
of tho land,

Feudelisn 1s the name whioch 1s commonly given to the
social system which waa in effect during the Middle Apes. As
the Hiddle Apes progresaed, however, it experlenced gradual
modificetiona which reaulted in 2 tranafermation of society
et the close of this periced immedi-tely oreceeding the Ree
formatlonul

The obvious trend in nesrly all countries was a trend
tovard centrelization. Thls conditlon was as true of Germeny
a8 it was of other countries. In countries auch as France and
England, however, this trend hsd edvenced until vpower was nov
concentrated in the hands of Parliament or in the monarch. 1In
Germeny snd Italy at the beminning of the s!xtaénth century
there hed as yet been very little profress towsrd a unified

J'Jarami.ah oy Bu'.l.l!.van end John F, Bi:rna, W Eurong
(Hew York: ¥, 8, Crofts end Co., 1942), p.
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nation.2 |

The land was composed of what the French called the
“dGermanien,” seversl hundred atates ¢f varyinz alzes that were
controlled by men of different ranks. This together with the
independence of ﬁuoh cities as Nuremburg, Frankfort, and Gol=-
ogne and the tiny possesaions of the knights form the ploture
of the dlsunified Germany present at the time when the Re-
formation began in this country.? In reality the title En-
peror of the Holy Roman Ewmpire had very little meaning, for
the emperor was only the nominal ruler of the empire. Under
the rule of Frederick III the Holy Roman Ewpirs had become a
laughing stock and its claim to supervise Christendom had been
entirely set aslde.u Actually the empire was in the cont rol
of certain ruling families who governed smaller sections of
the country, many of which were as 1argé as the united king-
doms of England and the Netherlands,

The emperor was at the meroy of the more powerful nobles
of the land who served as electors., Since the rulership of the
Holy Roman Empire was not hereditary these men met at the
death of an emperor in order to elect a new man tio £ill the

position., This placed the emperor to a ocertaln extent at the

2¢momas M. Lindeay, A History of the Reformation (New
a8 1 5%7}'1?'

York: Cherles Scribner ong, 19 .

35ames H. Breasted and Jemes H. Robinson, Outlines %
Eurovean History (Boaton: Ginn and Oomvany, 191%), D. 574

bp, w, & and the
E;dd&% éﬂ:& ?E::Eii? ﬁ%be:t gc%%%gﬁgfiﬁﬁﬁhc ﬁo:aé%gi§%§).
Pe ©l7e
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mercy of these seven men. The other nobles were also powerful
factors in the deolslions and actions of the emperor, for he
was dependent upon them for financlal support and for the re-
_ orultment of military forces,

The emperor was influenced to a great extent not only by
these men, but lie was &lsc under the influence. of the pope.
As the nominal ruler of all Chriatendom the emperor :ezas bound
by oath to protect the church, which meant the church ocon-
trolled by the papacy. It was still popularily believed that
the emperor held his position by divine right, and the pope
as Christ's vicar on earth alone had the right to place the
orown upon hls head. This seme condition was true also with
regard to all other rulers, and in this way the pope was sble
to control the actiong of the various rulers, including the
actions of the smperor, Before the coming of Charles V and the
esteblishment of his authority the emperor had had very little
powey of his own, being almost completely subject to ths two
forces of the nobles and the pavacy.

Ye mee therefore that the government of Germany presents
a very disunified picture at this time., The only groups of
people vho would have been able to unite the counﬁw- of Ger=
many were the nobles and the emperor.5 The nobles were the
princely rulers.of various sections of the country vho had re-
celved their power either by inheritance or by condquest. It
was in the hands of these nobles that the power of the country

sl.ind.ay, op. olt., P. 37
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had been yradually concentrated over a period of years. In
order to unite the country a feeling of mutual confidence
would have had to be present between the nobles and the em=
peror, & thing vhich never occurred until the later rears of
the reign of Charles V.6 The two elemonts were opposed in
their theorles of government, the nobles demanding that the
government should consist of an oligarchy while the emperor
velieoved that it should be autocratic. Lindsay has an ace
curate description off the situation. He says,
The prindaa wore resolved to keen their independence,
and their plans for unlity always implied a governing
oligarchy with serious restraint placed upon the power
of the emperor; while the eulperors, wno would never
submit to be controlled by an oligarchy of German
princes, and who found that- they could not carry out
their schemes for an aut?cratic unity, were at least
able to wreck any other,
This vast ewmpire which was one in name was hopelessly divided
and the only two elements who could form en orgenized central
governmont were the elements wiiich prevented 1te® The el-
ectors who chose the enperor were selected from the families
of the nobles and so the election of an emperor was dependent
on them. When the emperor had been elected, howsver, he con=-
sidered himself as the autocrat to whose will these electors
and the othor nobles must submit themselves,

At the close of -the lilddle Ages the conditlon of the

61bid.
7Ibid,
BIbido' Pe 35.
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nodbles was bHecoming poorer all the time, The econcnic revo=
lution was %o their dlasdvantage from the very beginning while
at its inception 1% wea an 214 to some of the other soecilsl
clsages of CGermany,

Many of the nobles rented their land to the pescants for
long terms at fixed rates withont making provisions for any
chanze which micht erise in the coat of living. Consequently
vhen the orices rose at this time end thelr incone remained
atable they found themselves in financlal d1ffioulties.? In
order to alleviate this conditicn the nobles turned to the
coining of money to inorease their incomes, It was a right
vhich belonged %o them end they pusrded it jerlously. In many
ceses they resorted to the debasing of the metsl and the 13-
suing of new forma of money and in this way orofited greatly
fron the privilege which they hed. 1In the end, hovever, 1%
helped to bring sbont the downfall of this socisl group, for
the distress whioh thin practice brought sbout smong the
tradesnen end peasants caused nany of them to turn to the use
of voyal currency.l® In this way locsl circulation of money
was suppressed snd the nobles lost one of thelr moat profitable
privilemes, They fraduelly beceme impoverished and in an ef-
fort to keep up srmeeranced meny of them were foreed to sell
their righta to certsin proverties. The nobles deolined both

93ames ¥. Thompaoon, "An Egoncmic and Social History of
the ¥4ddle Ages,” The Century Hiatoricsl Series (New York:
The Century Co., 1928), ». 200,

10%- o Do 798,
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in number and influence, bhut many of the oldest feudalnfamillea
remained as a proud but poor aristocracy and a poverful factor
in the government of the lanﬁ.;l_ :

In addition to these nobles, who vere ssoular princes,
the land wae in centrol of a number of clergymen. In complete
egreement with the donble sword theory of the papsoy, these
bishops held both seculsr and eccoleslasticsl offices. In
addition Go thelr eacclessisnticel duties these clesrgymen cone-
%rolled large sections of land and were as powerful as any of
the secular princes, In the mejority of casea the territory
which they controlled was larger than that governed by the

seculsr princes,

The olergymen did not only rule over certsin sections of
the land, but a number of them were also influentisl in the
eleotion.of the Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, servinz as
eleotors, Becsuse of the grest cost of assembling a_national
Diet in Germeny, some of the national sffairs hsd gradually
pasged into the handa of the men known ae eleators., They were
the milers of the mont oreminent aesotions of Garmany and alnce
1356 head been given certsin privileges by the Gelden Bull
whluﬁ.made them more veowerful then their fellow noble rulers,
One of these privileges was that of eleoting the emperor of
the Holy Roman Empire, The men tc whom this privilege wea given
were the Archbishops of Heinz, Colomne, and Trier, and the

ruiers of the Palatine, Brendenburg, and Sexony. The King of

Tiygid., p. 800,
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Bohemia was permpitted %o serve as the seventh elector when a {
new emperor was %o be chosen.l? Due to the presence of the ;
three erchbishops amond the electors, both the land and the
emperoxr were also in this way brought under the control of
the church.

A fourth group found throughout the land of Germeny was
the class of tlie knights., The knights formed the loweat clasa
of a gort of militery Mera:'-ohy gwhieh was present during the
Middle Ages, They were men, who, because of their military
service, had heen released from serfdom and had been given a
position of rank.n Germany was the only lend in which these
men vere not originelly of noble birth but had risen fronm
aerfdom.]-‘" Gradually they came te be considered smong the
nobility and aristocracy of the country and during the early
part of the Mliddle Ages, particularily during the age of the
crusades, were very prominent men. With the invention of gun-
powder and other methods of warfare, however, the situstion
became such that thelr services were no longer needed. Brass
. cannon &nd balls were alresdy being made in 1326, and by 1350
three CGerman towns were engaged in manufescturing gunpowder,
By 1500 it wae clear o everyone that the services of the

knights were no longer effective in the protection of castles

1210ra Acton, "The Renalssance,” The Gam‘br;dﬁ'_@_d_e_rn
Higtory (London: Cpmbridge University Preas, 1902), I, 291.

13mompson, op. cit., p. 708.

Lrpaa,




20
because gunpowder had done away with armor, bows and arrows,
and spears and jevelins,l3

Unable to f£ind employment in their profession of waglng
war, these men gredually became impoverished and develoned

into & clgas wandering around the countryside dissatisfied

with the position which had now been asaigned to them. Having

been uged to livea of prestige they were unwilling to acoept
their present poaition in 1life or to turn to any other kind
of' work, The great economic changes which took place at this
time affeocted the knights as much as and perhaps more than
any other group. The small sections of land which they con-
trolled wers insufficlent to support them. In order to gain
2 livelihood by the only means which they knew, war, they
turned te the practice of highway robbery. Their hatred was
particularily shown to the merchaent class whom they held re-
sponsible for their lot in life.  Lindsay says,

Men like Ulrich von Hutten were prepared to Justify the’

;gbggdkn‘i;gg:sr:::::;eu‘:xg n;i.:{gcked the merchants, who,

s

In his book dealing with German society during this peried
Bax states that such men as Ulrich von Hutten and Franz von
Sickingen were the leaders in these highway robberies.l?

These knights were for the most part found in the Rhine
country and could not be controlled by the nobles of var-

158reasteg and Robinson, on. git., D. 551,

16Lg.ndaey, op. git., ». 89.

17g. Belfort Bax, Germsn Soclety at the Olose of the
Middle Ages (London: ’Swan Sonnensoheln and CO., 1'3'9117). Pe 9%
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Joue territories, They claimed that they were not subject
to the nobles but owed their alleglance only to the em-
percr.la This meant that because of the disunity of the
country they were practically without control. They beceme
the greatest element of disorder within the country of Ger-
meny end their deeds were an expression of the unrest which
was to be found among the lower nobility.19 Being dissat-
iafied themselves they became lesders of the other dissatis-
fied elements in the country. When these men returned home
from their crusades snd their wars to their home territory
they became objects of admiration for their fellow townsmen
and countrymen who followed their leadership willingly. The
Tact that they were skilled in the waging of war was an ad-
ditionel faotor in their being chosen as leaders of the re-
volts. As to their importence Lindsay says, "It has scarcely
been sufficiently noted hov most of the leaders in the pleb-
ien risings were disbended landsknechts."20 In any other
country such a condition would not have been tolerated, but
in disunified Germany there waas no one who could force con-
trol upon the knights.

By far the most important and the largest portion of the
population of Germeny oconsisted of the peasant class., They
formed the basic element in Germen soclety. These peovnle had

185ohn Fulton, "The Rerormation" Ten Epochs of
Hiatory (New York: Ohsrles Soribner's Sons, 1902), IX, 2%,
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been &affected greatly by the change from German to Roman law

witn;n the country of Germany and thelr condition had un-

doergone many changes as a result of this. Before the intro-

duction of Roman law the peasants had boen living in what

might be described as rude plenty and were troubled only by

the verious exactions of labor by their lendlords.2l They

had been'living under a traditional law which was based on

the system of clans and in which there was a suprems leader

to whom the mombers of the clan looked for counsel and advice.

Before this timo,
e« « o law for the medieval man was the product of ox-
.perience and tradition. It was custom, the accrotion
of gonerations in the past and silently accepted by the
mon of tho present. Zven the prince could not con=-
travene this customary law. Customary law was the su-
prome law, and any modifiecation of It had to be accopted
by the governing class, by the major or senlor pars,
[%talics in the original.| The king himself was not
abovae the law, for he wasS of the noble class and con-
tributed to the law of his kind., He, too, was subject
to the customary law of the land. His authority was far
from that of being a dsspot. The maxim of St. Augustine
thet an unjust law was not law reenforced this doctrine
of "natural rights," which were distinguished from
positive law.a2

Under this system the peasants were entitled to certain pri-

vileges of which they were deprived with the introduction of

the Romen law. The idea of private property made all land

the property of the noble with the right to dispose of the

property as ho wished. In some cases this property also in-

211h1d., pe 93
220 hompson, ape cit., P. 706,
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cluded the pemsants, The traditional rights of hunting and
fishing and the use of communal land were denied to the pea-
sants and the land was considered the property of the ruler
to whom 211 living on the land owed their alleglance,. Under
this system nearly all privileges were denled to this social
group. Thelr life was no longer controlled by tradition but
by written laws and the nobles were repi-esentd by lawyers
who werée prepared to defend them on the basias of these laws,
The change imposed much hard‘am.p on the peasants and they
were reduced to a state of serfdom which had ended in nearly
all other countries.2) This condition creasted restlessness
among the peasants., They were unable to protect themselves
from the bends of soldiers, knights, and robbers who inhabe
ited the country and the fact that their noble was not sble
to provide this protection for i:hem in many cases oreated
graater_resentment.zu The greatest cause for the unrest,
hovever, was the resentment of the peasants to the change in
lav which was in_direct contradiotion to the old classical
Germen tradition,25

The conditions which the change to Roman law brought
about and to which the peasents protested are reflected in

the vsrious articles which were presented as a baasis for ne-

23Fulton, op. Sife, P. 19.

2honsya %1 (¥
p Schaff H stor or the ;s ag Church (New
York: OCharles sw!.b:’:er a

25Tmompson, gp. git., Pe 706.
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gotiation with the noblea, In spesking of these demands of

< Tyt e and i eanrtdaamrai e

the peasants, Bax lists the following;

b a

1. The obligetion to hunt or fish for the lord was to
be abolished, and all gsme, likewise fishing, was to be
declered free,
2., They should no longer be commelled to heng bells on
their dogs' necks,
g. They should be free to csrry weapons,

e« They should not be liable to vunishment from hunts-
men and foreast rangers, 3
5. They should have neither to mow, reap, hew wood, nor
oarzg trussea of hay nor firewood for the use of the
oastle. »
6. They should no longer csrry dung for their lord.
7« They were to be free of the heavy market tolls snd
handicraft texes.
8. No one should be cast into the lord's dungeon or
othervise imprisoned who could pive gusrantee for his
gppearence at the judiecial bar.
9. They should no longer pay any tex, due or charge
whztsoever, the right to which had no%t been Judicially
egtablished, ' :
10. Ho tithe of growing corn should be exacted, nor any ‘
agriculturel corves, 3 i
11, Neither men nor woman should be any lonwer punished
for marrying without the permisslon of his or her lord,
%z;d The goods of sulcides should no longer revert to the
ord. -
13, The lord should no longer inherit where relations of
the deceased were still living.,
1%, £11 bailiff rights should be abolished.
15, He who had wine in his house should be at liberty to
serve it to whomaoever he pleased.
16, If a lord or his balliff arrested any one on account
of a transgression wvhich he was unable to prove with
good witneases, the asocused should be set at 1iberty.26

BEEE T~ O e Pt &

Claims such as these were later condensed into the Tﬂﬁlve

Articles vhich were presented to Luther at the time of the

Peasants Revolt in 1525, Notable among these Twelve Articles

1s number nine which demands thet Juatice and rigﬁz be as of

0ld time.2? These protests show that, to say the least, the :

26g, Belfort Bax, The Peasants War in Germeny ;'52&_]-.;?'6
(London: &wan Bonnqnéo%%fh and 00., Lim., 1899), vp. M1=43,
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change to Roman law was most dlstasteful to the peasant class,
It 1s very 4ifficult to give a deacription of the 1ife
of the peasant, for the conditions varied to a2 great degree
throughout the country. 1In certaln gsections of the land the
life of these peasants who lived together in villsges waz a
hard and dQull exiutenoe.zs The land which was worked by the
people surrounded the village and was usually divided into
~ seven parts, These were,
(1) the lord's demesne, vhich was striotly his own and
wvas farmed partly by sneciel sérfs of the demeane and
pertly by serfs of the village, whose service was ex-
ected: (2) the lord's close, which was a portion of the
demesne rented out to the villein or tenant farmers;
{3) the tenures of the serfs of the manor, scattered in
strips of virfate or yerdland over the threes areas of
arable land; (4) the hay meadow; (5) the woods; (6) the
Hnstea (7) the domain of the paeriech priest, or "CGod's
plece” as 1% wes sometimes salled,29 :
In the morning the peasant would go out te work his land and
uouid continue at 1t until sundowvn when he would return to
the villsge to eat his evening meal and retire. For this
reason he came to0 cell his lend the Morgenland or Tag-werk,30
The land which the pessant worked always took second
place to that owned by the lord vhich was always glven the
first end best attention., It was the first to be plowed,
sown, end reeped and the first to be saved in case of a storm

or some other calamity. Even at his death the lord had first

28ehompson, gp. oit., p. 7h2.
291bia,, py 738,
31b4d., p. 74
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olaim on the property of a peasent and took the beat animals
of the peasant as a heriot or death tax.3*

From this desoription it would seem ﬁhat the peasants!
lot was & hard one, and in most cases this was true. There
were, however, compensations meinly in the form of protection
fron, violence snd robbery end in exemption from military ser-
vice.>2

This desoription of the condition of the peasants applies
in the main to those living in the north and north-eastern
Germany vwhere they had been reduced to this condition of
serfdom. In the south and southwest their condition was mmch
the same as it had been before the introduction of the Roman
lew.>2 However, in this seotlon the restlessness was even
greater due to the exeample of the peasants in France and
Svitzerland who had revolted and gained their complete inde-
pendenoe.y"

Toward the end of the Mlddle Ages the life of the pea-
sant was undergoing meny chenges. Serfdom was disappearing
rapidly end opportunities for the peasant were inoreasing.
Much of this wae due to the change t0 a money economy and the
inoreese in commerce whigh ralsed the price which a peasant

received for his produce. This in turn raised the peasents!

SIM; p, 7440,
P21m1a., p. 75,
33L1ndaa.v_r, op. 8i%.s P. 94
3% witen, op. oit., p. 20.
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standard of living, Other feactors which broupght this about
have been mentioned in the previcus chapter. Conditions among
the peasanto as they were found in the thirteenth century
would have been unheard of in the years previous, At this
tine the peasants were travelling throughout the country work-
ing on varioué manors at harvest time and even striking for
higher wages et a time when they knew that their demands
would be met because it was necesseary for the landowner to
have hls orop harvested.35

A1l that has been sald shows that although the socisl
system which prevailed in Germany at the Beginning of the Re-
formation may stlll be described as feudal, it was neverthe=-
less not static.36 It was e system vhich was gradually un-
dergolng modifications which would have their influence in
bringing about the Reformation and asguring its sucocess,

A desoription of the scolal struoture of Germany would,
however, not be complete without the consideration of the
towns which were rising and growing in importance at the
olose of the Middle Agea., What has been said in description
of the social conditions of CGermany is true only of the out-
lying districta of the country. Between the tpun and the
country there was a strong line of demarcation, and the con-
centration of the population within the emall area of the

35'1‘h0mpﬂnn, ov. m‘. Pe 806.

36Jeremiah 0'Sullivan and John F. Burns E'edj,e!a; Euroge
(New York: F. 8. Crofts and Co., 1943), p. &98, ’
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walls which enclosed the town oreated a socclety of pecullar
charscter end unity.>7

These towns are to be diastinguished from the many pea=-
sent—villages wvhich were acattered throughout the sountry.
The exact orlgin of these towns is not known and various the-
ories have bsen proposed in order to explain the way in which
they arose, Jamss Thompson speaks of seven theories which
ere at least plausible,’® of these, one of the most widely
held is that the %own sprang from the German free villege
comnmunity or Merk., This theory holds that the towns were
sinply a_ gradual growth and development of some of the loecal
villsges. Other theorles are that of the origin from the
manor, the marketelaw theory, the lwmunity theory, the ger-
rison theory, snd the theory of the origin from the gllds,
It is dengerous and impossible to defend any particular the-
ory to the exelusion of all others, for what may be true of .
one part of the country 1s not necessarily true of the other.
The chlef factors in the origin of a town can often be de-
termined, but it oan only be said that the towns were the re=-
sult of sooial and economio foroes of the time.3?

Each town was an 1lndependent economic uﬁit and econtrolled
the trede and industry within its own domain,  In many of the
other countriles this condition had changed and trade had

~ 37911ver J. Thatoher end Perdinand Sohwill, Burope 43
.1.5..112.6%_?,:‘_}_9_ Ages (New York: Charles Soribner's Sons, 1896),
Pe . : e PR ’
38Thompson, Ope . 01%., Pp. 766=769.

39!?_;_#_-. Pe 771,




29
oome under the control of the central govermment, but in
Germeny, where the country was atill not unified, each town
was in direct control of all its arrau-s.'"’

With the inorease of trade, men were encoursged to man-
ufacture products which could be used in exchange for the
ocommodities which were brought in from the Middle Easat at
the close of the orusédes. But with the inereasse of mamu-
facturing the nobles began to place taxes snd other restric-
tions on the towns which a.de' progress impossible. As a
result, perticularily during the twelfth century, a lerge
number of insurrections took place, the main issue of which
was a demand on the part of the towns for charters in which
the rights of both nobles and the towns were to be defin-
itely stated. The result of these insurrections was that the
towns were given power %o collect thelr taxes for payment to
the nobles and were sllowed to administer their own govern—
ment end Jjustice or were given their freedom entirely."’l
The rise of the towns was quite rapid and in the course of
time most of the nobles beceme reconciled to the town movement
end in meny cases even promoted it., It was one of the me-
thods by which they retained their serfs in their territory
and was at the ssme time a source of income in the form of
taxesol’z

o pud

40r3ndsay, -op. git., p. 80.. : .
¥lpreasted and Robinson, gp, git., p. 500.
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The freedom of control vhich the towns enjoyed carried
with it the responeibility for the protection of the town.
The population of the towns, partiocularily those considering
themselves completely independent of control by the nobles,
aid not look to the lords for protection. The burghers them-
gelves composed the army of defense.’3 The allegiance of &
burgher belonged nat to a noble but to his towm. This in-
dependence of the towns and the leagues which they formed
mede them a powerful group within the country. Nevertheless,
they were mede perticularily subject to the taxes imposed by
the church and whenever poagible by the nobles in whose ter-
ritory the towns were found.

The government of the {owns was founded upon an eris-
tocracy vhich consisted of the descendants of the original
fzmilies of the towns or the leaders of the gilds, Positiona-
in the gllds which had been determined on a ﬁmowatio basis
hed gradually begome hereditary and many of these men became
members of the aristocracy which controlled the tom. " In
this way the towns, exclusive and indevendent, hacame narrow=
minded and self-gseeking and prevented the unification of Ger-
many as much as sny of the nobles or prinees."'s

In addition to the aristocracy in the towns there was the

¥3tnatcher and Sehwill, op. gif., p. 613.
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large 2nd powerful class of merchante., This group of men
developed as a result of the trede which received its impetus
after the orusadeés, The rare goods which were brought to the
attention of the Eurcpeans as a result of the orusades be--
ceme objects of desire among the nobles of the land. Certaln
men entered the business of trading and provided the Icap.ttal
for the expansion of buasiness., The dlscovery of the new
lands at thls time also conatitutefl & new incentive for the
expansion of trade and provided a means for qQuick p:'trﬂ.iz."6
In time these men banded Sogether and formed trading companies
vhich reaped enormous profits, Lindsay as an exsmple tells
of a cgertein native of Augsburg who invested 500 gulden in
one of these trading companies and within seven years re-
ceived a return of 24,500 gulden on his 1nveatment."7

The merchants of the town also increased thelr wealth
in other ways. They invested in property within the walls
of the town end as the population of the towns inoreased the
velue of the lots and houses rose until these men became a
wvealthy renting olass, bringing upon themselves the hatred
of the common people in the town."a

The rapid rise of the merchants, however, brought upon
them the resentment of the nobles in partioulsr who oppressed
thenm in every way possible., The fact that they grew wealthy

uélllﬂdﬂay. op. oit., p. 830
YIpad., . 85,

uawhﬂmpﬂon’ Op. -it—" P. 785.
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while the nobles became noor caused much jealousy to arise
between these two classes., The merchants were especially
subjest £o the whims :of the Fres Koblos who ncnsidared thoms
selves sovereign powers with a right to do as they pleased
within their own dominiona,_ even when these consisted of
only a few hundred scres.t9 This, together with the activity
of the knights, constituted the greatest danger for the mer=
chants, even g:-eatpr than that which they encountared in
their travels to other countries: Lindsay describes the acte
ivities of these Freo liobles and knights as follows:

He could impose what tolls or customs dues he pleased

hila: bautbantnns & o RN NG SmRrretT cheeie IR

bad roads and the lack of bridges advantages to the
lord of the soll,.

Vorse than all were the perlls from the rovber imights,
men who insisted on their rights to make private wer-
fare oven when that took the form of highway robbery,
and who largely subsilsted on the gains which came, as
they sald, from making Bhe:lr "horses bite off the
purses of travellers. 5
In order to lessen the perils which they encountered,
meny of the towns banded together to form leagues for defense.
The most important of these was the Hanseatic League con=
sisting of epproximately seventy citles, with the town of
Liveck as its leader, This league, which consisted of both

inland. and port cities, wielded a tremendous influence both

l'sluind.say, OPe _0_115_'-, Pe 83.
501v14,
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in Germany 1tself and in the oountries with which 1%s members
came in contact. It was engaged especlally in the fur trade
wlth Russiz and with the manufacturing of certain products
in England, I% was 8o powerful that in some of the Scan=

danavian countries the king was not even permitted to take
his throne until his position had been ratified by the
leaders of the Hamseatlo League. Its main purpose was, how=
ever, proteotion for the merchants, and with its close=knit
organization of both inlend and port citles it was able to

a large extent to protect comperce on land and eea during the
time vhen 1t was in existence. It achieved its greatest in-
fluence in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, and grad-
ually dseclined in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries until
1t received its. death bDlow in the Thirty Years War.5l.

With the protection which they received from such or-
ganizations as the Hanseatlec league the number of merchanta
gradually increased in splte of the many dangere and they
galned a great deal of power in Germany. In thelr position
of importance they began to build better houses, purchase
more luxuries, and provided their chlldren with a good ed-
ucation. Already in the fourteenth century books were being
written which were designed to fit the needs and testes of
the merchant olass.52

510001- Heber “Dag Mittelalter," Lehrbuch der Veltires
'GIEJ' (Le.'mug: Yerlag von Wilhelm ﬁngolI LEI.BBE y 11y d&:

52Breasted and Robinson. oD, 31_1_5_., Pe 509,
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Although the marchant group in the fiown was the moay
wealthy and powerful, the greater part of the population of
the tovne was composed of artisans and workmen, One group
consisted of the agrioulturalists vho oultivatefi the fields
surrounding the town. The srtisans were composed of the
weevera of oloth, the tanners, the goldsmithe and silver-
aniths, the oobblers, and the menufaoturers of meny other
items of luxury and nocsssity. These trades were usually
hended dGovn from one generatlon to another and so the askillg
wers ususlly limited %o the familles An which they originated.
This tradition mede the entrance into a trade very 4iffieult,

The entire town was organized around a system of gilds
which rerresented every celling within the locelity in which
the towm wae loosfed, Inmmediately after his slleglance to
the town, every person oved allegisnce to his gild, The ox-
sct origin of these groups 1s not known, buk there wes every

reason for them %o erise. The desire to create a monepoly
on 2 certaln nroduet, the need for rules and standerds, the
deairebility of 1imiting the number of werkers were al) fao-
tors in the organization of these scoleties,

The pilds were organized on four levels, There were the
merohants vho formed the large conpanies such &3 the vintners,
spiéers. 'gruueru. and mercers, Next in the order of deoreasing
pover vers the traders who produced nothinm but aecld the pro-
Guots of othera. The third group consisted of those vho mane
ufactured and sold their products, such s the bskers and
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The tanars.s?

No doubt; one olf,the early objleots of the gilds was,
that of acquiring privileges and establishing monopolies,
They were Jjealous of. compstition within thelr respesctive .
towns, but enaouraged the reduction of oom;‘»etition from other
towns by selling their products at a reduced price in other
tez'r!.tor.tes.s"_ 2 g :

Honopolies were also created by 1imiting the output of
var!.c.ms products and by limiting the membership in the
gilds. Vhile et the beginning the trades were open to any-
one who wished to enter them, the gilds greduslly developed
into an oligarchilc organizatlon into which 1t was diffioult
to gain entrance. Before he could begin manufacturing for
himeelf, a worker had to pass through three stages of ftraining
and the number of persons in training for a certain oraft
was limited by the gild in its charter.’s

In order fo become a magster workman, e nen hed to spend
several yeers in the home of a master workmen as an apprentioce.
He was not pald for his work during this time, but vhen he en-
tered the second period of his tralning, that of a journeyman,
he wes able to earn some wages which were paid to him by the

naster workman, ' After a period of ysars in such a position,
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he was finally permitted to carry on business by himaelf as
a master workman.5® In this way the gilds became exclusive
organizations snd their leaders formed psrt of the aristoc-
racy of the e!.;::r.

The g£ilds were also the sooisl orgsnizetions of the
Middle Ages and concerned themselves with the educatiion snd
recreation of thelr members and with the improvement of their
stendard of living., They were the charity orgsnizations of
that time and often set up slmshouses o> lent monsy to their
members without interest. In addltion to this, they supplied
the fighting forces fer the protection of the clities, MNen
for the defense of the oity ware. recrulited from the ranks of
the gilds and each gild maintained 1ts own fighting equ}pment

ané. ueed its free hours to traln its members for the defense
of the toun.57

Becauss of thelr many functlions, .the gllés soon became
independent of the o0ld patriclan srlstoarzey, but often in

their place became subject to the aristocracy of the glld
leaders. 8

The importance of the gllds can hardly be overemphasized,
for 1%t was around these orgenizations that the entire soclal
end industrial life of the clty waes centered. Thelr in-

5613reaated end Roblnscn, gp. git., P. 502,
57TLindsay, op..9i%., p. 8O.
*1pad., p. 81
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fluence, however, waned toward the end of the pericd of the
Middle Ages when- the new discoveriles brought sbout a change
in trade ané commerce end left room for new individual and
sorporate entaz'pr.tseu.59 This was another area in which the
soclal structure of Germany was beginniug to change and was
no longer as stable as it had formerly been.

The higheat axample of %the medleval towns 18 %o bas Tound
in the imperlal citles. Theae were towns which dsted their
crligin back tc Roman ¢imes and which had increased tremen-
dously in population and inluence during the Middle Ages.
These imperial citles were the direct vassals of the empsror
and were for this reason called either free or imperial
clﬂies.so In these towvms the power rested in the body of men
vho were descended from the original inhabitants of the towm
and these men gradually formed a sovereign body which made
the lavs and nade wey and peace. In reality the imperial
cliies formed separate republics which neintained their ine
dependence for nany centurﬂ.es_.61 They must therefors be
.counted smong the states of Germany. Despite their great ine
fluence, they wers not perx,as.tt.ed. to send representatives %o
the German Diet unti) 1487.62

sgmﬂ-n De 43, SRR :
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The tom_x movensnt 13 one of the moat interesating and
important pheaowmena of this perliod in German history and
rlays a most 1miaortant pa_rt in assuring uhe success of the Re-
formation. Nore then any other movement it marks the trans-
1tion fronm the medieval period %o modern times in Europe.53

AL the close of the Hiddle Ages ‘l';hen, the country of
Gormeny was in the midat of a tremendous social change.
Conditions were unstable and the entire land seemed to be
Tilled with a restiesaness and antipathy of one group for
snother, #&n excellent description of this conéditlon is
given by Thatcher snd Schwill. They say, :

As we caat ocur eye in a comprehensive survey over the
Germany of thie epoch we are not struck by a pleasant
ploture., %e observe the impotent natlcnal government:
we are diegusted by the selfish end usurping electors,
princes, and bishops, who, though averse to imperial
authority, cannot preserve order within their dominions
and. put an end to the Gesolating privats warfare; we
note the knights, especielly strong in South Germany,
who, without reespect for peace and lew, try %o replenish
their exhausted pockete by highwvey robbery from the
burghers; we obésrve these conditions and by them note
at vhat a hopelessness of soclal disorder the feudal
gyaten hed arrived., But .the picture is not yet complete.,
There are still the cities to teke into account, and
these are the points of light illumineting at frequent
intervals the dark chsos. With their commerociel in-
i1tiative, their artisan skill, their democratic spiris,
their civioc love of law, they represent the vigorous
germs of the modern and political system, vhich will be
resdy to Rupplant the o0ld medieval order at its expeoted
paasingos

63:Thompsan, Oon,. -gi_li-. Po 75‘50

6uThatehBI‘ and 30!“1’111. 90, ﬁc. De 566.




CHAPTER IV

EFFEOTS OF THE GERMAN SOCIAL STRUCTURE ON THE SUGCESS OF
THE REFPORMATION

Frcem what hes been seld; 4% will be noted thet on the
eve of the Reformstion Germeny wes filled with discontent on
&1} sldes, @hsré waa ennity between the great treding com-
vanlcz and the capiteliste who were sgainat the gilds, the
roorer olrsses a2g2inst the wealthier; 2nd the nobles against
the tcmns.l A11 of this hed a nrofound effect unon the suo-
cesg of the Reformation when it ee2me abeut in Germany.

Tas rige of the middls olass at thls time orested =
group vhlch was to a great extent at enmity vith the papacy.
The middle elaaé rose mainly in the towms vhere the education
was &t a higher level than it waas in the arsaster nart of Ger-
many. These adiantages in education crested = groun that was
willing to do 1%e own thinking and wae no longer willinz to
aceept without quesation the teachings of the church. Ths sol-
antific theories which were being nut forth and the new dis-
coveries 4ld not agree with the teachinga aof the churech and
when these teechings of the church were proved ta be wrong
and wsre lesarnsd by the more educsted; their falth in the
church was shaken snd their reapect for i% weskened. The riee
ef the middle elass elso created a grour thet was self-suffi-

olent and waa no longer willing to osubmit fo authority

1Phomas L. Lindsay, A History of the Reformation (New
York: Charles Soribner's Sons, 1922), I, 112.
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without question. A feeling of independence seomed to be
spreading throughout this group especially in the oltiles
vhere the educational advantages were greater, and this in-
dependent feeling evidenced 1toelf in the, large number of
strikes which took place during this time, In sone cases
entire citiss were emptied of thelr workers who were no
longer satisfied with thelr working conditions.Z Although
it was not the dootrine of the Reformation that attracted
these groups, thelr feeling of independence and their spirit
of enterprise pleced thelr sympathies on the slde of any
group that would birreek with the tyranny of the papacy.

Hore importent than the middle class in assuring the
sucoesg of the Reformation wes the clasa of the peasants,
Since they formed the largest segment of soclety their in-
fluence was more likely to be felt theh that of any other
group., The feot that the peasant class was no longer as
gubmissive as it had formerly baen caused some of the
lesders opposing the Reformation to be very cautlous before
taking sny steps which night antsgonize them,.

On the sve of the Refornmation they were a group filled
with restlessness as was stated previously. Long before ths
most preminent of the peasant wers, that of 1525, there had
been meriocus uprisinge ameng this class of panple.3 Bax

2 -
Phillp thaff Histor z he - gtian Church (New
York: Charles s«rlbner Sons, 1 '5%5%. % %%E.

330hn Fulton, "The Reformation,"” g gagggg'
History (New 'Iork: Cherles Seribner'ag'ggns. f%oz‘?.; s 20.
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hes a number of interesting accounts desling with these up=-
risings and their leadera.u They had been taking rlace a¥
various intervels from the fourteenth to the sixteenth cen-
turies under the banner of the Bundschuh which they adopted
for their symbol, and were a result of the oppression vhich
the church and the nobles attempted to force on them. In
many cases these peessents were not alone in their revolts
against the intolerable conditions of the time., They were
often alded by the landsknechts or poor nobles and their
number was swelled by these impoverished persons and the un-
employed men of the oi.ty.s

This group wes Gefinltely in sympathy with the Eefore
metion because many of them considered Martin Luther as their
chanpion, As proof for this we need only cite the instance
when they brought the Twelve Articles of protest te Luther
for his approval, To the peasants, the church represented
& tyranny that was moet difficult to tolerate end in Luther
they saw a lesder who could free them from the yoke of the
papécy. That they were opposed to the pepacy and all that 1%
represented can be seen from the fact that if we analyze the
causes and themea of the rebellions there is always one item
which appears over and over sgein, and that i1s the hatred for,

the priests, who were placed in the same category as the Jews,

hg. Belfort Bex, derngn Sooieky Close of the :
,E,glglé Azes (gond.on:’%an Sonnansg 'eaﬁlarlxgsbo., 139%), on.
J=91. : e S

5L1ndaay, ©op. 0it., p. 96,
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This would esem to 1ndleate that much of the hatrsd between

the peasants and the priests was due to the extoriion of the

prieats whoses tithes and other taxes placed a heavy burden

upon them.6 Lindeay ocites an exsmple of the mistreatment of

the pessants as practlced by the Abbots of Kempten who 1l-

legelly enlarged their domains, falsified title-deeds, and

prevented those who opposed them from :;oming to the Lordls

Eupper.7 Incidents such as this neturally led the peasants

t0 a hatred for the church and its officers and offices,

The large slze of this group snd its resdiness o re-
volt at any opportunity which presented itself made cautlon
necessary on the part of the papaoy and the national gove
ernment, It was impossible for either Charles V or the pope
to epprehend Luther and place hin under the inquisition be=
ceuse ag chempion of the peesants his arreat would have ime
medletely mede the country subject to such a revolt as would
heve been either impossible or very costly to bring under
oontrol. It was for this resson that earllier and more severe
nmeasures we:;e not teken agalnst the Reformer. This delay
gave the Reformation an opportunity to gein strength unéil,
when more severe military measures were teken by Charles Y,
the Reformation could no longer be stopped.

Nor is the influence of ‘the_nobles cn the succesa of ths
Reformation ito be underestimated. In order to keep order in

o Pt
'?lb&o' Pe 108,
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the country the favor of these men was needed both by the
emperor end the papacy. The need of the papacy became o8-
peclally clear in the @lection of Chsrles V as emperor. In
order to hsve the ocandidate whom he desired elected, the pope
wvas forced to curry the favor, in particular, of the Elector
of Saxony in whose domain luther, who was the most famous in-
structor vhom the Elector had in the university he had
founded, lived. The Elector was unwilling to deliver Luther

because he knew thet much of the inorease in the enrollment

at his university was due to the presence of Luﬁher. Iﬁ order |
to retain the favor of this Elsctor, the pope could not de- |
mand that Luther be given over to the inquisition, I

The fact that the nobles were virtual rulers over their 1
own territories msde it possible for them to protect the re- |
formers vho were living in their sections of the country. :
The emperor was either unwilling or unable to tzke these men
by force and enforge the demand of the papacy that they be
given up for trial.

Another important factor in connection with thils was
that Chsrles V at this time had not yet gained the power which
he held at a later time and was still in dire need of the fi- |
nancisl and military support of all the nobles of Germany.

He wes engeged in ocampailgns asgainst the Turk, who was ap=-
proaching the borders of Germany and against Franecis I of
France wvho hed been his closest opponent at the time when
Charles was elected emperor. The Gegrman nobles were inter-
ested in these campaigns because they had no love for France
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and were always willing to help defeat this country, and their
safety was involved in the campaign against the Turk. They
weré, however, unwilling to render the ald vhich the emperor
requested unless they were granted certalin accessiona., Withe
out the ald of the nobles it would have been impossible for
Charles to obtain the necessary funds and foreces to carry
out his campasigns, In order to retsin the favor of the no-
bles, Charles, unable to condemn Luther immedietely, was
forced to grant e hearing before the Germsn Diet, The delay
which was the result of the strugple for power between these
two soclsl classes was also an immortant factor in permitting
the Reformation to gain strength before any attempt was made
to quell the movement by force.

Finally, the rise of the towns and imperial cltles during
this neriocd pleyed an important role in the success of the
Reformation. The concentration of pooulation in small areas
made the disseminetion of informstion with regard to the Re-
formation much more rapid. With the large groupings in the
city it became much easier to convince larger sections of
people of the truth of the doctrines of the Reformation than
would have been the case if the population hed been scattered
throughout the countryside as was the case earlier in the
Hiddle Ages.

The loyalty of the citizens to their individual oity
made it possible for the cities to introduce the Reformation
against the will of the emperor. Being indevendent of both
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noble and emperor, the cormon pesople were sble %o determine
for themselves what religion was t0 be practiced within their
eity walls. This was another fsotor which gave the Refor-
mation an opportunity to gather strength until the emperor
with all his forces was &ble to bring about submission to his
will, By that time the seeds of the Reformation werg sc
deeply rooted that 1t was impossible to destroy them,.



CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION

In conclusion, we hove seen that there was universal
unrest in Gormany in the period immediately preceding the
Reformation. All classes of soclety in Germany were filled
with dissatisfaction for their lot in life and seemed to be
walting for an opportune nmoment to break with the existing
authority. The peasants of the country were chafing under
their burdens; the knights were dissatisfied with their con=
ditions; thé citles were dissatisfied with the restrictions
which were placed on them by the church and the nobles; the
nobles were engaged in quarrels among themselves; and the em=
poror was handicapped by the litéle respect which was showm
for his position ond authority by the nobles.l The germs for
an outburst were scattered throughout Germany and were to be
found to a great oxtent in the friction which existed be-
tween the classes.®

There were various causes for this unrest, among them
the rise of education, the oppression practiced by the nobles
in the change from traditional to Roman law, the rise of the
popularity of demoecratic theorles, the rise of the towns, and

lphomes L. Lindsay, A History of tho Reformation ( New
Yorlkes Charles Scribner's Sons, Ve ITRLL

201iver Thatcher and Ferdinand Schwill, Europe in the
liliddle Ages (New Yorks Charles Scribner's Sons, 1385), Pe
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the sconomlc revolution which took place at this time. The
last mentioned was pérl,mps one of the greatest factors in
causing the discontent, MNo one understood the reasons for,
it, but one soclal cless held the other responsible for it.
IHs results vwere manifeated in the orowds of beggars on the
streets of the towms, the banl:h.xpt nobles and knights, the
ruined peasants, the unemployed, the begring frisrs, snd the
wandering studenta.3 Lindsay says of this condition,

It was into this mass of seething discontent that the,

gpark of religious protest fell - the one thing needed

to fire the train and kindle the sociel conflagration.

This was the soclety to which Luther spoke, and its

dlscontent wEs the sounding-board which made his words

reverberate.

The ecclesiastical conceptions were too narrow to ac-
conodate this new soclety which was being formed. In every
way the church attempted to retain the status quo and found
it an impossible task. ' The medieval social system fotind ite
perfection in the church eand in the change of the soclal
aysten the greateat conflioct was with the church and with the
limitations which it had imposed on the society of the Middle
Ages.5 To quote Thatcher and Schwill,

. « « 8ince there was no freedom with the church, its

bondage hed to be broken to secure the future. rein

lies the immense significence of the fifteenth-century
Renalssance and the Reformation,

3'&1‘1&9“. on. m‘l Pe 112,
“Inia.

Sthatoher and Schwill, gp. cit.; P. 587.
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Had the Reformation not ocourred, Germany might have ex-

perienced such a revolution as had never oocourred before that

time and has never ocourred since.’

" Tpnilip schaff, H) fory of she ghrd Eﬁﬁ harch (N
York: thr{es S:rlﬁneraa‘ nE;t !55‘0 » f " e ; 5
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