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Beau.use of his unusual interest in man it is quite na­

tural for Dostoyevsky, therefore, to approach the problem of 

suffering from the hum.an viewpoint. This by no means meuns 

·i;hat Dostoyevsk:y was no·t concerned with the problem from 

God's angl e at u.11. He certatnly was, as we shall see later 

on. But man holds ·the center of the s tat:5e in the work of 

Dostoyevsk.\f • . • was much less concerned 
vii th God ·than wit h mn:n and his destiny • • • 
he wt1s not hnunted ' y theology but by 
anthroJ)olog~r; he did not have to solve the 
d .i vine problem as does the pagan,. but the 
proulem of thE='l spiritual man, the Ci1rist io.n.5 

Si.nee D;)stovevslt y ' s a:9proach to the :problem of suffer­

ing i s from 1;he human viewpoint, it is x;erhaps wise that we 

beg.in our study of' his concept of suffering also from man's 

, angl e . '1 It is probably precisely by way of >lihe human riddle 

t lmt ,1e can bes·li approach him• .rfi 

�~� Qau§§_ .Q!.: Su.t:ter l n,n;: 

'l'o what cause or ouuses,, 'Ghen, .did Dost oyevslcy attribute 

t he sui'feriugs of manltind? Nicholas Berdyaev ,, Dostoyevsk:y 's 

interpreter,, tells us that Dostoyevsky considered neither 

nrate il 'l nor the exploit;ation or man by man8 the 1lrimo.ry 

sources of human ills. For Dostoyevsky man himself is by 

b . 
6. 
7. 
a. 

Ibid., P• !:!4. 
Ibid. 
Cf. Berc1yacv ,, Sniri t !!lli!. ~ali ty ,, P • 126 • 
er. Dostoievslcv: An Interpretation,, P• 143. ....... ............... ....;..~..,,;;_;.,.. -
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natu.re :'.r1e c a" se of' n· .. _·i ~~ o\·1n s"i""'"'r·t h h 1 .p ., .... - . "'-·,. ,, . ngo, ecause e s .L reo. 

Hie i'rc ctlom c;i vo~ hlrt h to :1 ·.s suf .. ering . 0 T11e world is full 

or \J:ickedness and misery prec.i.sely because it is baaed on 

.l.!'u :·ijh0r.more , t ne ''iJ:1rden11 of freec.om is inescapable. 

;.:Ian :i .... born ,11.th :l "l.: ; fre edom is his ver? essence. r
1n:1.thout 

:fre eclom ·the r e .ls no m&n, • nd Dostoyevaky conducted all his 

di:~.l e c i; i c on mnn o.n.d his cles t iny as t he diaJ.nctin of the 

d0ct:l.n-:r of r~e c1or.1. N011 th.t<"? WRY of freedom :ls the way of 

suffer ing, and 1J'l • .nn mus t f.ollo,; :f. t ·1:0 ~\jhe end. filO 

'11.i'\e s uf' er5.ng t hat r 0sul·i;s from fre e.do!!!. manifests it­

s e l f , f'i:r.st of nll , J.n t he t;orments :roan' s consc:t.ence under­

goos :l.n. his 11bart y ·to c hocr-;e 1)etween good and evil• "Didst 

Thou f or get ·i;hat m8.n pre.f.ers l)eace,. and even deatn, to 

i're,;clom of' c ilo i oe i.n t he l,.norrledge of' sood and evil '1'1 asks 

t h e Grand I ncrui s i -"Gor of Christ j,n. Tl1e Brotners Karamazov. - - -
11Nothinc i s more s edu c ·1;1ve for man than his freedom of con-

8Cicnoe , but; n othiri..g is a. greater cc.use of sv.:f'fering. ull 

.ulor e ovor , t ho freedom with which man is cmdo\7ed in­

v o l vcs the l:iberty t o c,1oos(-: or rc .je<.!t C':r0d. T111s ca.n often 

be come a c a.u se of unspea lcable agony and doubts. ThE:) very 

9resence of' su:r.ferlng in t he r10rld could b~cor.ie an argument 

ae ains·i, t he ex:i.s·tenca of God---or at least agnin,;t the con-

9 . Ibid•, I>P• 8 b Jo. 
10. I bid., ·..:,. (;(>. 
11. t? :-Jo2 .... 
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t ention that He ir; v. jus t o.nd lovi ng God. Headed by Ivan 

Karamazov , t l!e chera c ·.;ers of Dos ·t;oyevsky' s novels are :pla­

gued b y t ho pr obl em of t heodic y .12 I:1orc t han ao.ything else 

in t h io wor l d Dost oyevs !-~y' n he roes wanted t he. i nfini t o cer­

taint y of God . 

Tno most t or racm t l ng question of his char­
uc ·t ers v,a s: rs t here a Goel or not? In 
o t .1i.er words : I s t Here or i s there not an 
Absol tr t e Value towa r d~ which the will or 
ma n and man.J.ci ri.d may be direc t ed? • • • If 
not , t hen t he exi stence of both Man. and 
Cosza.o LJ become s s ome t hing accident al and 
devo1d of' any b..igher meaning.13 

For Dc stoycvsk y ' s char ~.c~liers ·i;he re must be e ither an Ab­

solute Vnlue or an absol ute vo .Ld• 

rlc see the!! t ho.t man ' s f reedom involves t he !)ossib111-

t y or r ejec t ing God . An.d her ei n, according to Dos toyev:sky, 

lie s -'Gh e c h :J.e f cause of man' s suffer1nB• For Dostoyevsky 

Chr i s t wa s the True Freedom.14 T\"To roads lay before man; 

one l ead i ng t o t he God- Mau , Jesus Chr i st, the otller to self­

de ifj_c a t ion , t ho ma ... ri - Gad.15 And man usually chooses t he 

l atter . To be pr e cise , theref ore, it is not actually freedom 

bu·t the mi suse of fre r,dom t ha.t lies at the bottom of most 

human sui'feri ng . At t he m::nnent t hat man becomes self-reliant, 

12 . Tne probl em of theodicy will be dealt ui t h more com-
pl E":t0ly in a f ollowing cha p t er. 

1.6 • .La vrin,. OR• ~i t ., P• b'l• 
1.4 . Cf . Bera.yaev, Dos toievskY: _A!! I nterpretation, P• 95. 
lti • .Probubly t he most i nteresting extreme of t his sel.1'-

deif. lca ·c1on i s Kl r illov i n The .Possessed,. wi10 olaims t ...1at 
man c nn shon ·that he :ts God only by t aking his life (cf• 
J.)l) • 111 -116 ) • 
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looks upon h:~s f rc0d ot'.l. nr:; tmliI<11taa. , sc1;s himself up against 

t he objcc ·1~1. vc o c 'cn'blinhed order of thE}· ur.ivcree 1 . und eoan­

nt.:pa·i;es h i mse l:::' cor:1]).le t~)ly from all law---at that moment 

·t he course of' r'ls.n' s s u_ffe r i ng begins. And this is whe. t in­

·i;e::;.~es ~eel Do st oy evclcy: · \iha·;; happens to man when he turns 

aside ·to 2,rb j_ ·l;ra.:cJr s e lf- r;i l l. "Tb.fl volmnes of Dootoyevsk:y 

michi; b e d.eRcr:i.hccl as one con'lii l1UCi 'S rogues' go.J.lery,. fJ,.11 

p ogu l r-::iiocl. :e.-;."01n ev er:r \'mlk .Ln :u.rc. UEm1 tho sinner , man 

def':tnn·t .tn sc l .1. ~wiJJ., . nnd man tr€1.gical2y se'llf-defeated, 

,1er·0 f'undmncntc1l r(mli t :tos in Dostoycivsky' s rrorld•"lo It 

is ·thin mi s us e of f r eedom ·t;ha-i; brinss o.bout t he suffering 

or a rlcu::li:o1n:i.lcov- , nn Ivan Y.:araraazov 1 !llld a Stavrogin• 

Bound l c :..rn f r e e dom io not really frendom at all° acoord­

inc; ·to 1)os~;o:m v:.:.ky . Rather i ·t is boundles~ slavery. ••nut 
irra-'i; i ona l f rcodom, bl:i.nd doi'ianoe of all convention and 

compulni on , ls not; Dos toyevnicy' s l ast word. W.t.ien a man 

exaJ.t.s hi!ns .11' in his frec.:cl1Jm, tries t o become a auperiilall 

or • ;,r n - God: ' he becomes a slave ·i;o his 0,1n divided, uncon­

trolla.blo s elf ,, and his ) luns ·turn out the oppos! te of what 

he 1nt;emls . nl'7 Ti.d.s becomes especially eviden1; in, Dostoy­

evslcy ' s Stavro~in j.n 11~ Eosses sed . The s ight of his body 

dungl:i.ng f;L•om e. noose 111 tho garret of his home is concrete 

evicleno3 t hat "k:tll1n(5 l't God rcou.ltc not in absolute :rreo­

clom but; in absolu t ,~ v oid .. 

16. David Wesley Soper,. "Dost,)ovsky and Tho Catholic, 
.r.rii"nd," '1'110olog,v: 'l'oday:, . Vol. 1v·., No. 2. (July, 1 947 ), P• 221. 

l 7 • Horton, .Q.12. ill· , l? • ll • 
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For Dos t oycvcJcy m.::;n ' G misuse cf i'recclom 1 s synonomous 

wi t .h ev:Ll . .f~n.tl.. avil • ir:. turn, ls !:!C.de 9ossibl e by freed cm; 

in fuct , DQr.;toyovnI;;y goes so far as t o hold th~t evil is n 

proof---a t e :r.r :i.blcJ proo:f---o:r freed0:r!l..l8 To be exo.ct, there­

fore, :i. ~; i c n.~t f r eedom, but th0 evil which freedvm maltes 

..9oss.ib l e , 'titJ.a·t; i s t ho c au se of hum~n s uf ferin!s• \'le might 

co.1.1cl udo , t l10n. , t;,:10 t f'reor:l or,1 malwD 1 t possible for man to 

s u.f.f.'er, but i t is h i s e vil uhi ch brings 3bout ·th0 I1.c tunl 

suffer·:lr.:.gs . F.eeodom is t he remote ca.use ,. evil the i nunediate 

cause , of su.fferin.g . W:i.'th Dostoyevf31.(y the :proccs$ would not 

oc nf!.'ccd.om -to suf'fert ngu but "frecd()nl to ev..:.1 to su.i'fering . " 

t,'ta.n' s evil need no·ii be externo.l, naed not be i7h'at so-· 

cio·iiy comm.only ca lls a "cr i me . " Occasionally, of course, 

Doctoycvs :i-:y ' s hcro9s (e . G•, Raskolnilcov ) d o be;gin t h.cir 

career or suf J . e :i'.'inc; ·1hcm t hey com.mi t o. serious crime• But 

an.y0ne nell-acquo.injlied wi ·i:ih ·the rrorLo of Dostoycvsky is sur-

nri sed · j 1 di · · t rclAtion 'o" t~een suhJ1cct1.·ve 
::, • • • J :::n:; li.11Q · s propor'li1ona ·c -· ..., " -

t>Ui.l t and ob,ject1ve misdeed in his novels. 

For b.lm there seems ·to b c in every indi­
'J':idual a l a:t~n-t volcano of unconscious 
Gtt5.l t so cons t r-:..,c tecl t iia·!; alraost any over,­
S"tep9ing of ·i;hc common social stnndnrds 
br ingn a vioJ.c.nt eruption, usually ull out 
of p:eo_portion t o the seriouones~ of tho 
in.T:rac tion \7h i c !1 net~ it off . Sub.ject ively, 
·t here are really no ,1e(3I'ees of euilt ill 
Dos·;;oyevslcy; ·t; l10 indiY).dual is c1 ther 
gu:tl·ty or not gu1lty.l~ · 

-----
l u . C1 . Der--1. jraev,, 2'::tirlioievsk ;y;: Ag Interpre tation, P• 95 . 
19. !\!fa:ci;in ,, on. cit., 1)• 11· _ ... -
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It is no ·i; a l ways necessary,, t herefore, tha t a crime be com­

mitted in orc1er for ·i.;b.is "volcano" in man to be released. 

liui·te or~cen , as we have already seen in the case of Dostoy­

evsky' sown life, and also in the case of Ivan Karamazov 

and of StaYroe;in , til e mer e fulfillment of an evil. wish or 

desire is c nougl1 to ~)lunge rnan into the abyss of suffering . 

~ Cnarac"ter of Suffcrin~:· 

\7hen man mlsuses h i s freedom, uhen man does evil or is 

evil, ·i.;hen h i s suffering begins. The question o.rises: V/11a t 

is ~i;he c haracte r of his suffe1·ing? Suff ering there rrill be• 

.But in what manuer ? 

In t he event t .1at; tlle misuse of ma.n's freedom manifests 

itself' in a crimo , then, of course, a certain amount of his 

s uffering is imposed from vithout. That is, t he crime is 

punished , ·t he cr iminal i s im:yrisoned or otherwise disci­

plined. And Dos'i;oyevslcy occasionally deals wi·th t h is exter­

na l su.!'.Lering i n his novels. Thus Ro.skolnikov is deported 

to Siberia f or t he murder or two elderly wome~. But external 

punis.h.rnBn-t, according ·i;o Dos ·i;oye vs~y, does not constitute 

the real s uf fering of man. "'-ui te 0.1.·ten man looks upon his 

l egal punislunent as a relief from inuard moral torture . This, 

as we .have seen, was ·the attitude of Dostoyevsky to®rd his 

own l egal punishmen t . Anc.l this s eems to be tlle feeling of 

Mitya Karamazov also as he is faced with the prospect of 

tria l ~nd probuble impr isonmen-ii •. 20 At lJest, legal punishment 

20. er. Dostoyevsky, ~ Brot jers Karamazov, P• 720. 
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is only a symbol , 21 t ho 0 ou·ter husk,"22 of the real sutter­

ing that ·tnkes pl a ce vri ~hin man. Furthermore, extornal sut­

:fering , al t i1ougi1 of some value in Dostoyevsky • a estimation, 

is not particularly useful to the sufferer, not only be-

cause it is not "real" or '.'full'' suf f ering, but also bt,-

c ause i t very of·t en serves only ·t;,) embitter the heart. 2J 

Long before the 111ti'chinery or the law has been put in­

to motion, ·i;he suffer lng ,;rhich Dostoyevsky speaks of es­

pec iall y in ,.:.is novels has commenced. For, according to 

Dos·i;oyevsky , man• s real sufferine, even in the ca·se of a 

c r iminal , is JJr i marily within him, is primarily inner sut­

fering . 1tThc ·t;orments of a man• s conscience are more fright­

ening t hnn thin severlties of a whole code of laus."24 Fa­

ther Paissy s pe aks or the recognition of sin by the consci­

ence as tt't.i lle r eo.l punis.tunent , t he only effectual one~ 025 

"There is no great er agony ·than that of ·the rlltill who is e;uil­

ty in his orm eyes . u26 When man is overwhelmed by his feel­

ings of gui lt , when he ri~orously condemns himself, when 

he is overly self-conscious,, when he is ever the vie tiln ot 

s . rune and remorse 1, when he is ever seeking happiness and 

cannot find it---then , according to Dostoyevsky,. man is suf­

:t'erint;. in ·the i'ull sense of the term. Dostoyevsky made 

21. 
2G . 
23. 
24 . 
25 . 
26 . 

l3erdyaev, P.9.§_i;oJevslcr: _&! Interoretation,, P• 93 • 
Lloyd,, op. ~·, P• 174. ~· 
Dos·toyevsky , , ~ Brothers Karamazov ,, P • ; 2 • 
Berdyaev, DostoievskY;: ,AB Internretntion., 12.£• ill· 
Dos·t;oyevsky ,, 1.filt Broti1ers Karamazov,· loc. cit• 
11artin,, on. cit •, p . 12. - -
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clea r that "·the real punishment of o. crime is to be a crim­

inal. ttG? ''S .m is the supr eme suffering of all. rt28 Quite 

often .mo.n 's i n!lor s uffering is accompanied by physical suf­

f'erin8 ,, eado.ches , illness , sleeplessness, and even insanity. 

\~her over man turns , he ce.n find no l. sca_pe . And none o1: Dos­

toyevsl~y- ' s heroes can ena.ure such hel lish living with their 

guilty s e lves for more t han a brief interim. Confession and 

punlshmcnt from \'li ·t hout become the prime needs of their 

lives• "I ence inan seek s deli vera.nce no·t only in the ..>uter 

but a lso i n relic inner wor ld ,no·t only in the social but also 

in the s piritual s phere . ,,29 

i1lan's s uf'f'er ing , then , is not outward but i nuard• not 

a body-sLlf f ering bu.·1> a soul-sufferine;. His surrer111e; con­

sists not · in the struggl e between him o.nd the world uhioh 

all c an i7l '.;ness , but :t-t consists 1n the battle between hea­

ven an.a. he l l ln llis own soul \7here none can see. 

!!!£Value.Qt Sui'ferin~: 

I'lho.t valu~ , if any , did Dostoyovsky attribute to sui'­

f'ering? 11Thc goocl t hat can be derived from evil is attained 

only by i~ay of m.rffering and repudiation of evil• Dostoyevsky 

be lieved firmly in the redemptive and regenerative powe~ of 

suf 1'er i ng." 30 Tha:ii suffer lng has redem1Jti ve vnlue was a 

27 • Lloyd, .Q.ll • ill•, IJ . 11'7 • 
28 . Ibid., P• BlQ. 
~9 • Bordyacv 1, Spi1·i t fil!Q. Reality, P• 102 • 
30. Bordyaev, Dostoievslry: Jg,! InterRreto.tion,, P• 95. 

.. .. 
,I 

!I 
11 
,1 
•I 
'.! :, 
' ,• 
I 

,, 
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characteris tic Russ ian view.31 Thus also did Dostoyevsky 

· look u1Jon hi s orm suffer i ngs. Cormncnting on the 1.1priaon­

ment i m.posect u.po~ llirn and his comrades• Dos toyevstcy wri tea 

in his Wr i ·t B...;1:.§. .D.lq..:£Y_:. 11 r-~ seamed to us tha:t the penalty in­

flicte d upon us noul d 1.mr i fy us, so to s9eal<, and tho.t our 

many sin s wou_ld be forgiven for its sake. ,,32 Upon t he death 

oi' h is wife Dostoyevsky i s said 'i;o i1ave observed.: "She has 

suff er ed so rn.uch t hat I r.,o nrl.er who could refuse to forgive 

ller . "3j And likewise i n all h .l s novels suffering has value, 

5.s uo·~ an end i n :i. t o0.l :f but a lile ans to an end• 11 :.i:t ouys ev-

ery iil1ir.;.t.:, and e.ys for e ve ry-t;h i ng . At bottom 1 t is the only 

cu r ren cy tl1a t Dost oyev s lcy va lidates 'in his novels and 1n 

h i s ~mn m Lncl . •1~4 

In sa ying t ha~G Dos·i;oyevsl<:y atta.checl 11red0mpti ven value 

t o s1Jfi'P-r t nz; 1·t is .9ossi'bl 0 to ha'fe t wo different !Jleunings 

of' ·thf) word 11red0m1r t i ,;;e" l n mind.35 On the one hand, ·the 

''redem1Yiii ve 11 va l ue of suffering may lie in its ability to 

Eli7aken t he 1.nd:L vidua l ~ufferer t0 an awareness of his o;m 

s nor t com.inBS and e vi l, to an awareness of the misuse he has 

made oi' h .i.s :fre edom • . '\nd once man l1as achieved that aware­

ness, his suf'.fsring will i n addition lead him to a realiza­

t ion of' his need for Ot ri~t •. and eventually bring llim to his 

~l. Gf. i bid., P• 2 9 . 
3~ . t:.uo·te<l in 'I.1ro.1at,, .Qll• cit•, P• 13~. 
36 • \ ._.UO t ~d i.b,i...9i • • !) • ~56 • 
J 4 . Ibid•, P• 376, 
:1b. Tll.8 t b.eological difficulties created by Dostoyevsky 's 

"redemptive'; view of s t1fter1ng will be deal.t ,d th more com­
pl ~tely in e. follo,.7ing chapter. 
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Savior . In other words , su:f:fering is r edemp tive in the sense 

the:li i t lead s tQ. r ede r11)tion ,: in thnt it causes the sufferer 

·to det i1rone fol f and Gurr enc1er i t back to Cllris ·i;. Dostoyev-

sky ce1:t;e.1.11ly i nclu.d_cs a ll or '.;h is i n t he "redempt i ve" value 

he a t tacnes to suffering •. In his No~i;e s ~ ~ Und.ergrwnd 

Dos iioycvslcy °\7r i ·i;au : '' i,lfan vs i'reedom is perhaps a sui'f'e1 .. i ng, 

but a ~;:; th<.. c.nQ of ·i;h.c ordeal, !lm1ever abject and wowlded he 

may tie , he r oacnos the ineff'abl c liShii or Cllr 1st. ,,36 Com­

menti ng on Dos"t;oycvsl;:y ~ s vi ew of suff ering as "redempt i ve", 

Gle n I-llartin s ays: ''Once man ceases t o be .o.t war with himsel.1' 

and t l1e r10rl d , he fin.d.s h i mself at peace u1th God• And this 

peace i s tnG f i nal goal of all l ife and t he perfect assur­

ance or r odcm9·tio.n . n0 '7 

On ·G l!e other hand , Dost oycvsky included much more in 

his vi ew oi' suf fering as having "rederaptive" value. For 

Dos·toyevsk y su.f fe r·i ng may not only ~ !Q. redempt i on, but 

i t o:rt en a c tuall y buys r edempt ion. First of all, su!':t'ering 

is o:t't;e n un. expiati on for man's sius . "Life is the expiation 

of sin by su:f'f erine; •. ,•38 Ifi t ya Karamazov,, comment ing on the 

murder chare e bei ri ... g brougllt aga i nst him, s:Jys: ••1 want to 

suf :fer, and by su.i'f er ing I s hall 1>0 purified . "39 Thus even 

eart;.hly l i fe i tse l f , i'1l1en i t involves s uff'eri ng, may be con-

4 0 tn'rou~h s"~l~erinc the Sidered an n t onement. Fui .. t llermorE: , 17.. ·i.u. -=> 

.;so• ""uotod in Troyat -,. o,}h c i t•,, P• 251• 
3 '7 • Qp . c i'.;'. •· P• 14 . 
3S. Ber dyo.ev, D'.)stoi evsky: A:g Interpretation., P• 9o . See 

als o P.P. 4 3 , 4.~1 , . 91, nnd 92. . · · 
39. Dostoyevsky •. _1'he Brothers Karamaz.ov,, P • 610. 

t tin 1.57. 40. er. B01 .. clyaev. Dost oievskY: Js. Interpre a o • J • 



"capac i ·t;y f or r edemption" is born r,1 thin the surrerer.41 

"It is i nde ed true t hn. t he ( Dostoycvslcy) sh·)VlB man wander­

ing among the c ha s ms of inner division •.• but this di­

vh·ion does no·t; in t 11e e nd destroy the identity of the in­

di v :tclual person. The ima ge of ra.an is restored through the 

God-man. 11 4 B Speak i ng of 'lih e value of' suffering Berdyaev 

also s ays: "Spiritual lifc1 is r ~;stored to him [ the suf.f'er­

er l , w1cl he has found it in himself : t hat is to s a.y t hat, 

acco:=.:-d i ns t o Do s 'i,;oyevsli:Y ,, the spiri tual life is immanent 

in man and no,i; transcendant. o43 Commenting on the suf'fer­

ings he llas und ergone,, ,U tya Kararaazov tells his brother, 

.1Uyosh a : "Brot her ,, ·i;hc s e las·t t,10 months I've f'owid myself' 

a new ma n . A- new mnn has r i s en u::p :tn me. He was hidden in 

me , bu ·t woul d never have come to the surf ace, if 1 t hadn't 

been for ,lih is blow from neaven. n44 • • • • ... • This then, 

in its f ulles 'i.; s e nse, is what Dostoyevsky- has in mind when 

he looks upon suffer i ng us being · ''redemptive,''· Ordinarily 

this vi ew 01' suf'f eri ng is designated ''purgatorial suffer­

ing ." 45 

What0v0r t he · "redempt i ve" powers o:f sui'fering might 

be,, Dos·toyevsk:y is primarily interested in sutf'ering because 

41. ~f. Mar·tin,, .QJl• cit•, I>• 12• 
42. Berdya0v,. Dostoievsky: A!! Interpretation, P• 31• 
46. Ibid•,, .P• b O. 
44 •. Dostoyevsky, The· Brot11ers iaramazov., P• '719• 
4ti. er . Horton, oU:-cit•, PJ.h l~ ~ 13• - -
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it leads to Chr ts~ti • We have a lre ady notetl t hat for Dostoy­

evsky Christ is 1i'reedom. Once man has round Christ through 

suff ering , h 0 has f ound fre edom, '11herein lies the second 

value of su:ff ering---it; prooures freedom. Says Berdyaev: 

'J3y .i. t [ s l1ff fl r. i1ie] t li.e fre edout 'c;l1a1; has be en spoiled o.nd 

·tu.rnea. :ln-t o 5. t s contrar y io r eborn and given back to m.'lll• 

The::-:-0for c-;; 1::: C.hr:i.s 'c ·t;J1e S?.v iour freedom itse lf. In all Dos­

toy ev sl~y ' s noYel s man eo0n t hrough t h i s sptritua.l lJroce::m. 11 46 

Thj.s nm7 f r :edom 5.s f ar d i f fer cr..t i n character t han 

·the ~ l i mi t c. a. f r "' edom mun s ooks a 1:>art from Chris t. The rree­

doi:l in 0~1r:i. s ·~ :i.s no1; e.11 o;.;cape frora. r es vons :Lb :i. l i t y ~)Ut t he 

u.s~,i.U,'t • .·~i on o f .nm'! and er o a l;er r e s ponf.i bili t ics• Tl1e man 

fre<: i A1 Chr ist cur0s hin wi lJ. and di $Ci:pli n0 s himself• 

Arkci.dy i n 'l'he Hai~ You"tl2: d e s cribes t his nei'l free dom t hus: 

" Gr ad ua l l jr , by s yste mttt i c: pr a c t i ce you overcome your will, 

qegi m linr:; '.'1U;J1 ·~ho ruos t absur d and :~r i vie.1 t hings, an<.l end 

by con c1u.0ring you.r will com1)l e teJ.y , and become free • i: ~'=
7 

I n ·t h e oye s 01" the unregenerat e , of cours e, t nis new free­

dom. i s n0t free doL1. a t e.11 but bc>ndage instead. As Glen 

r.J.ru.··t;1n tcr~ely desc r i b e s i 'G: " He demption :lnvolves not es­

cape but d1. 8cipl:t nc ; it l eads not to the bondage of' mnn' s 

freed.om but to t;· 10 fre edom of Christ's bondage. "
48 

-~------- ·----
~6. Dos toievslcy : 
4 7 . Dost oyevsky , 

.Q.ll • ~ • , p • 13 . 
4U • Op • ill• ' I> • 

An I nterpretation, P• 9b. Cf• cls o P • '72. 
The HR.rT ·youth, !) • L.b'73 , . q_uoted in !Jartin, --
13. 
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JJ'or Dostoyevsk.y ,. the n , the re are tuo freedoms, ini t ial 

and. final . Bet Heen t hose tuo l i es man's path---the path of 

inner zuf fer:i.ng . 

Jlum man has attai ned final freed.om. in Christ by rra.y of 

suffer i ng , he has a l so a~tained. happiness. For Dostoyevsky, 

Jliherei'or e , s uffering l e ad s to happiness. Father Zosn1ma com­

forts Alyosha : "Lif e will bring you many misfortunes, but 

you. will f i nd your ha 11piness in them. n49 Hero after hero in 

Dostoyovsky ' s n ovel s :passes through ·the l0\1est dopths only, 

in ·tll,.: e ncl , t o reach t hc1 loftie st heights. In view of this 

ul·tima te ha pptne ss t o b0 attalned by his suffering, man 

finds joy al reaa.y in the. midst of his suf'feringe. So it is 

in th, c e.se of .1,1.rkady tn ~ B.Q!r Youth. The greater hi:s 

suffer i ngs,. tllc greater l)leasure he clerives from imagining 

a f u ure of joy • .H.e seeks suff ering not for suffer!fLg's 

sake but because it adds worth and brilliance to bis idea 

or future happiness. "You will sec great sorrow,. and in 
. 

· that .::orr ow you will be happy,'' says Father Zossima to Al-

yosha . 5 0 In his Notes !rn ~ Underground Dostoyevsky 

.i\nd why aro you so firmly o.nd solemnly oon­
vincecl t ha·ii only thnt which is n 1rma.l and 
positive , in a worll, his well-being is good 
f'or man? Is the reason never deceived · about 

49. Dos·toye vsky, ~ Brothers jgiramazov. P• 339 • 
. 50. Ibicl., P• 87 . 



·wha ·t; is b 0.nci'i0inl? I'i:; is poo:::-:!.bl~ that, as 
well o.s loving his ovm welfare,, man is fond 
of' rrt1.f .. 01~::.ne; , e ven :;>a2siono:i:icl y fond of 1 t 
• · • I run. sure that man will never renounce 
thP senuinc suff ering t hat comes or ruin 
and c hnos . 51 
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For Dost oye v sky , t hm1, it is not the normal lite, t he lite 

of ease, securi ty , and creature comforts, that brings man 

happiness,, bu·t; r ~; ther the life of storm,, of trials, m1s­

fortunc f:;, , and grea.t suff erings,, preferably brought on by 

oneso.li'. 

In view,. ·then• of the bener1 ts that accrue to the suf­

ferer t hrout..;!l his su:rferi11Bs ao..;ording to Dostoyevsky ,, 1 t 

seems diff icu l ·i:i t o con.elude, as is comr.<1only done• that Dos­

toyevsky is o. pessimist,, a wri tor of despair• The charge a 

or "eloom:i.noss" and "morbicU ty·· i n hJ.s novels are, ror the 

most part, uuvrar .r·o.n-'.;ed. "There is always light in his dark­

ness, ruiC:. it is ·t;he light cf Ohr1st."52 

So :rar we have s poken of the vo.lue of suffering to the 

i ndividual suffe rer himself. But, according to Dostoyevsky, 

t l1e suffering of' t he i ndi viduar benefits not only the indi­

vidual hims e l:t' but society in general. From the suf"l'erings 

01' the one ·the many prot'i t. :B'or it is by means 01· sut:rering 

. t hat the i ndivldual is enaul ed to rulf'ill the obligation of 

love ·to,tara. b.is rellovllD.en •. 'i'his is ·tho great theme developed 

bl. lz.uoted. in Berdyaev,, Dostoievslg_: ~ Interpretation,. 
p. ~ iJ: . 

u~. ~· P• 31. The proolem posed here will be dealt 
with more adequately 1n a later cl1apter. It is only mention-
ed here in pans in~. 
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by l!'ather Zossiw..u in ·rho prothcrs Karamazov.t>:1 ColilTilentlng 

on this t heme s ·t efan Zt'/0:lg explains 1 t thus: none who haa 

surf'ered becomes e. brotlwr t hrough sympathetic understand-

\'J.na.t particularl y unubles the sufferings of the ind.i-

v ldua.l iio Gencf it s oci~'ty in Beneral is the feeliD.G of· uni­

v erna l guil t; , and , con seque ntly,. universal responsibility, 

,1hich t hey engender in · the sufferer. Tlle one is guilty for 

t he r any; ·t.ne i:10.,i.y are guiLty for the one---this is another 

ereat 11 Dos·to.vevs1<:i an" 'tihcme . \ie hs.ve already noted tl1at 

Dostoyevsky 11i ms e lf' felt; f;uilty of ·the death of his child, 

because 1 t lied inhe:i:-i ·tea. epLLe p8y fro:u1 him. '' .For lcnov, dear 

one:::;, u sny~ Jlo.t .• er Zosstma , '' that every one of us is un­

doub·:;edly ros .r,ons ihlo f or all in.en and everytnir,g on earth, 

not merely ·Gh:cough tl1c gcineral sinfulness of creat ion, but 

ee.c h one porsone.lly for f>.ll mankind and every in~ividual 

.m..'3.n . ··0 ~ T.t1e a.c; ·i;:ton~, worcls , a.nd even desires of the ind.ivid­

ual 110.v c t lleir re1>ercnssions on soc.ie~..;y. 11 F.vll is not con-

r:I d h · il • • iotim ::1.· t sr1reads _.:ie to a ~inglc criminal ancl J.S u.irec\i v ; 

1 .• 1~e u grease s pot •. • Even ·i;!lose \7110 lcncm notning of 

criue a.re myntorious:i..y accomplices in 1 t.".jf> In all his 

novels Dmnoyevslty hus 1;hc ~tnack or making his readers feel 

----.._....,_.. ... ~-·---
06. 
5.cj,. 

G5. 
5lj. 

Cf . PD• 337-388. 
9-1~ • Cl ·i; • , O • 16 j • 
Dostoyevsl-:y, ~ Brot 1crs Karamazov, 
Troya t, .QJ2.. ill· , pp . 405-406 • 

P• 194• 



responsi ble i'or ·the sufferings of his heroes. Somehow we 

feel responsibl e :ror tho dis t resses of tho fragile Sonia,, 
• 

driven ·t o propti tu'tjj_on by t he circumstanoes or her poverty, 

yet sui'f'ering qui e·tly and nmekly .. Uostoyevsky makes us 

awa r e of ou:r.· gu:U.t i'or a l l even more ei'fe c t !vely in a 

s t ory ·t ho:t Ivon Kar amazov rel a t es ·to his brother about an 

illoe;i t ima·t e chi l cl vrllo , btti'fete d e.bout in his childhood by 

socie t y , is i;rnnsformed into a s ava.se and ends up by com­

ml t t i ne a murder for which he is condemned to die. 

And in prison he was i mmediately surrounded 
by pastors , members of Christian brotherho~s. 
p11i l a .1 thr0:pic l a dies•· and t l1e like. Tlley 
·taugh ii h im t o read and write in prison,. and 
expounded ·the Gospe l to h i m • • • He was con­
vor ·ted . He v,ro t e ·t;o the court himself that 
he wus a monster ,.bu·t ·t ho.t in the end God had 
vouo! safed him light and s 11own grnce. All 
Geneva \·1as i n cxci temont a bout hlm---all 
philan thropi c and r cllgious Genova . All the 
ar:l stocrati c ond well-bred socie ty oi' the 
1;m ,;11 r ushed t o .the J?rison, k1sned Richard 
a.nc.l embraced h tm; 'You arc our brotJ1er, you 
have found gr ace. ' And Ric hard does nothing 
but woep '.11th emo t ion, 'Yes,, I've .found 
grace ! All m,y youth and ch :lldhood I was gla.d 
o f :pt e;s' f ooc1, bu'~ now even I have found 
gr ace . I am dying in t he Lord.' 'Yes,, Richard, 
die ln t he Lord; you have shed blood and must 
cu .e . Thounh i tts not your f'ault that you knew 
not t he Lord, when you cove ted the :pig's food 
and wer e beaten f or s ·tenling 1 t (which uas 
ve r y wrong of you , for stealing is forbidden); 
but you've s hed blood and mus t die• ' And on 
·t he l a s t d ay,, Ricl1a i .. d, J.lerf'eotly limp, did 
n o·i;h ing bu ·~· cry and. repeat every minute: 
'Thi s is my happi est day. I am going to the 
Lor d. • ' Yes , ' c r y ·the _pas tors and the judges 
and _philanthropic ladies •. 'T!lis is the hal)pi­
e s t d a.y oi' y ou -r! lii'e , £or you aro going to 


