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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTICH

Confimation instruction is the main stream by which
the youth of the Lutheram church are made a part of the local
congregation, It is regarded as one of the most important
oprortunities that the church and the pastor have of carrying
out God's command %o teach the Gospel to every creature and
to feed the lambs of God, In short, Lutherans hold it as 2
sacred obligation of the pastor to mske the most of his time
with the catechumens and give them the precious Vord of God
in the most comprehensive manner and in a way in which the
members of the class will best be able to live the Christian
1ife,

In order that the pastor may most effectively carry out
this work, the best methods and teohniquea must be known and
acquired, Often one pastor does a much better job of ine-
structing his youth merely because he uses better methods,

a better text, or a different approach,

The purposeé of the present study was, in a sense, a means
to the ends referred to above. In this report, in which the
results of the author's survey are set forth and compared with
two other surveys, the intention 1s to bring to light some of
the ways in which confirmation instruction 1is being conducted
by Lutheran pastors of the Synodical Conference in their vari-
ous parishes throughout the United States, It was hoped that
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by this survey the methods, approaches, texts, and other
materials used by some would he of help to others zlso in
carrying out their confirmation instruction,

The main purpose of the study, then, was to observe by
means of a survey the confirmetion instruction in the Synod-
ical Conference and compare the results with those found in
other surveyé in order, 1f possible, to bring to light some
of the general patterns in confirmation instruction,

The facts gained for this paper were, on the whole, the
resultes of a survey on oénfirmation instruction conducted in
the fall of 1950 while the author served as vicar of a con-
gregation in northern Illinois, An attempt was made in ad-
dreseing these surveys to various pastors to cover, at least,
every state in the union. One hundred surveys were mailed
out to a8 many pastors. The author saw to it that, not only
every state in the union was covered, but also every district
in the Lutheran Church-iiggouri Synod was represented. Aan
attempt éas also made to cover congregations of different
gizee within the district, though, this was not possible in
every ingstance, A large congregation,.a small congregation,
and often a mission congregation were included, where'poasible,
in the questionnaires mailed io the congregatidns in each dig-
trict, If every survey had been returned, there would have
been presented a falrly complete picture of how the confirma-
tion instruction is being carried on as a whole in the Lutheran

Ghuroh—ﬂisdourl Synod,
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Of the hundred questionnaires mailed out, forty-three
questionnaires or forty-three per cent were returned, These
represented various states in the union, and no particular
area was piedominant in the number of replies or lack thereof.
Two of the returned guestionnaires were unanswered, One
pastor stated that he was building up a small mission congre-
~ gation, and so felt that he would not be the proper person
to fill out a questionnalre at the time, The other pastor
stated that he had no time to answer the questionnaire, Most
of the returned questionnalres were answered in their entirety,
and the survey gave a fair overview of the confirmation in-
struction in the Lutheran Church-iMissouri Synod throughout
the United States,

The findings of the survey were compared with two other
studies, One of these was made several years ago in the
8¢, Crolx Conference of the Minnesota District of the Wisconsin
Synod by Robert T. Koehler, The other study, by Dr, Arthur
C. Fepp, covered the congregations of the Lutheran Church-
iigsouri Synod in 8t, Louis and 8¢, Louis county. The former
survey included congregations in and around St, Paul and
linneapolis, linnescta, and some on the western fringe of
Wisconein, By comparing the three surveys an attempt was
made to determine whether there was any significant pattern
in confirmation instruction within the Synodical Conference
at the present time. It was possible that in the two previous

surveys local conditions might in some way have effected the
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confirmation inetruction, 1In the present survey, however, the
congregations were gcattered throughout the United States and
picked at rendom, hence any similarities in the three surveys
should be someéwhat significent in determining how confirmation
instruction as & whole is conducted,

It should be noted at this point that the study deals
gsolely with what is generally known as children's confirma=-
tion instruction, By thie is meant the children who are
generally confirmed around the ages of twelve to fourteen,
possibly aleo & little older or younger, lo zttempt was made -
to include the instruction of adult confirmands since this is
e separate study and must be left for further research,

The material examined in this study, as stated previously,
was mainly the result of a questiognaire. This questionnaire
is printed out in full in the Appendix with the letter sent

at the same time to the various pastors.



CHAPTER II
A HISTORICAL QVERVIEW OF CONFIRMATION INSTRUCTICH

Before one is able to go into any type of discussion
whatever on any phase of confirmation instruction in the
Lutheran Church, one must be certain as to just what the rite
of confirmation is and the significance it holds within the
Lutheran Church. It has been defined in many =2nd various
ways by people within the Lutheran Church itself as well as
those in other branches of Christendom.- It must be understood'
at the very outset that confirmation is dealt with only as it
is practiced in the Lutheran Church, Other churches have this
rite also, but the meaning and sign1f1Cahce of confirmation
varies within the different denominations. The Apology of the
fugsburg Confession states the Lutheran view, that confirmation
ig a rite which was transmitted to the church from the fathers,
but which the Lutheran Church never regarded as essential to
salvation because it 1s not supported by a divine command,l

‘The position of the Lutheran Church is that although God
nowhere in the Bible has expressly commanded the rite of con-
firmation or made it a necessary condition for salvation, it

is, nevertheless, a means of carrying out His commands to

looncordia Triglotta (St. Louis: Concordia Pubiishing
House, 1621), p. 308,
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bring the Gogpel of Jesus Christ to all people and teach 1%
to all natlons,

In the Roman Catholic Church confirmation is considered
to be a sacrament, but the position of the Lutheran Church
is that God has not commanded it or made 1% a sacrament,; eo
she dces not accept this interpretation, Luther retained
the confirmation of the Romen Catholic Church as good if
freed from the numerous mumperies and superstitions connected
with it by them.2 Confirmation is a means in many churches
of inducting persone into the communion of the church, Dif-
ferent churches have other waye of doing this, The lethodist
Church wmakes use of the mourner's bench and probation., The
Baptist Church practices immersion. But the Lutheran Church
inducts into its memberchip by means of catechization and
confirmation.®

Confirmation in the Lutheran Church very definitely ties
up with Beptism, It is, in fact, what one might cell the re-
newal of the Baptismal covenant., Hoet chilidren confirmed in
the Lutheran Church were still infants at the time of their
Baptism, They could not speak for themselves, and so they
had sponsors or godparents who stood up for them and repeated

their vows in their stead, When they have been instructed

2c, H, Gerberding, Ihg.gujngfgn,ggjgghlﬁj (Fhiladelphia:
Lutheran Publishing Society, 1210), p. 124,

Sp. Bergstresser, "Catechization and Confirmation in the
Lutheran Church," Lytheran Suarterly, XXI (Oectober, 1891), 515.
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in the fundamental teachings of God's Holy Vord, it is up to
them to speak for themgelves and pledge themselves anew at
the time of thelr confirmation,

it adds nothing to the sacrament of baptiem, for that

is complete in itself, The confirming, strengthening,
and establishing of the catechumen in grace is effescted
primarily alene through Christ's own mesns of grace, the
Word and the Sacraments. The Word has been applied to
mind and heart all along from tenderest childhood, It
is now brought home in the review and admonition of the
pastor, amid specially solemn surroundings, The pre-
cious adminigtration of baptism and the perpetual ef-
ficacy of that Sacrament are now vividly recalled and
impressed,, #And this unusually iumpressive application
of the power of VWord and Sacrament confirms and sirengthe
eng the divine life in the catechumen, Thus the. means-
of grace do the confirming, or rather the Holy Spirit
through these means, Instrumentally the. pastor may be
gald to confirm, since he, as Chrigt's ambassador or
agent, applies His means of grace. ‘

Confirmation instruction is the one common channel
through which all the children of the congregation are re=
guired to pass before becoming communicant members of the
church, In the case of many people this is the only oppor-
tunity that the pastor has for systematic training for church
membership, This inetruction shapes the church of tomorrow
2e no other type of imstruction.® Before confirmation in-
gstruction the children of the average congregatiocn have been
given different types and degrees of religious education and
training. Some have had the opportunity to attend the paro-

chial school of the congregation for a number of years prior

4Gerberdmg, on. .q.u..'p. 129,

5z, W, Fremk, "Improving Confirmation Instruction,®

Luthersn Education, 85 (1949-50), 119.

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
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to this., Other children have attended the public schools,
~end the only opportunities that they have had for religious
education end imstruction were in Sundey school, Saturday
school, Vacation Blble echool, released ¢time classes, or
asome other such part time agency. In confirmation instruction
all the children are brought together to receive a commncn
trailning before they are confirmed, This, at least, is a
necesséry prerecquisite for all childreﬁ in the Lutheran
Church before confirmation, This is the opportunity that
the pastor has to instruet the children in Cod's Word and
to make as certein as humanly poesible that the children
understand what they are doing when they pledge their loyalty
to the Savior on the day of their confirmation,

Confirmation as practiced in the Lutheran Church is of
& fourfold significance: It is z public proof and testimony
of the accomplishment of the duty enjoined upon the church
by the Macter Tho said, "Go ye and teach all nations,.." It
ig a solemn reagsertion, on the part of the catechumens, of
the covenant once established between them and Ged in Holy
Cgptism, It is a public exhibition of the fitnmess of the
catechumens to be admitted to the second sacrament of the
church, the Lerd's Supper; and it is a public and solemm
avowal of adherence to the true, orthodox, vieible church,

the church of the pure doctrine and unadulterated sacraments,®

BA. L, Graebmer, "The Significance of Confirmation,"”
Theological Quarterly, V (1901), 53-4,
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This expleine in e brief way just what confirmation snd
enfirmation instruction meane in the Lutheran Church, Spener,

& leader of Pietism in Germany ot the end of the seventeenth
cendury, di¢ much for confirmation im the Lutheran Church,
He insisted that confirmation Le preceded by & thorough cat-
echization end an impresegion on the heart znd will by class
instruction, "To Spener and hie followers belongs the credit
of making the z¢t of confirmation popular and general in the
Lutheren Church,®’ _

The practice of confirmation instruction in the Lutheran.
Church ie one that is not new., The church from the very be=
ginning of her history has attempted down through the sges
to prepare people for membership or entrance into her ranks,
Actually no formel instruction exigted yet in the New Testa-
ment Church,8 but instruction itself was in vogue many cen-
turiee vefore, whether the actual persecns invelved in it
were conscious of the fact that they were tuking part in it
or not, The idea of religious nurture and instruction has
existed almost since the beginning of time, God, in fact,
used the system alrezdy in the Garden of Eden when He ques-
tioned Adsm and inquired of him whether he had eaten of the
forbidden fruit, In the Patriarchal Age the father was the

teacher or instructor of his family, and the child was the

?Gerberding, op. git., pp. 134-5.

8
ibid., p. 45.
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In later days the synagoge had regular instruction
law and the prophets,® John the Baptist, the fore=
of the Savior was also adept in this field of learning,
dare not forget the Savior Himself, Already at the
twelve years He was in the synagog among the doctors
Law hearing them and asgking them questions., And

ministry the Lord Jesus went up and down the land

teaching and instructing the men and women whom He met, The

apostle Paul, %00, was a master of method in instruction,.

The New Testament basis for such instruction is found

in Matthew 28:18-30, where our Lord commands:

Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghoast: Teaching them to observe all things what-
gsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world,

Again in John 31:15 the Lord speaks to Peter:

8o when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter,
Simon, son of Jomas, lovest thou ke more than these?
He saith unto Him, yea, Lord, Thou knowest that I love
Thee, He saith unto him, Feed my Lambs,

The catechumenate instruction is the prototype of our

present day confirmation instruction, and it is the oldest

type of formal instruction in the Christian church,l® The

catechumenate was first distinctly mentioned by Justin

Kartyr

in hig first great Apology, written about 140 A,D,

He speaks of two divisions or classes: communicants, and

®Ibid., p. 48.
1°Frenk, on. oit., p. 119,
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those under preparation for communicant membership. Prepa=
ration was instruction about the Father, Son, snd Holy Ghost
ag set forth in a rudimentary form of what afterwards became .
the Apostles' Creed, Justin does not mention the length of
time given to instruction,l?

The early church looked at the Catechumenate as a time
of probation and preparation for the public confession of
Christ on the part of the individual, his consequent Baptism,
his veluntary identification with the church, and hie official
reception by the church into membership,l2

After the professed conversion of Constantine at the —
beginning of the fourth century Christienity received full
legal right, DBecause of the many people at this time who
wanted to join the church from 1¢puxe motives, the applicant
for membership was questioned conoézning his motives and given
a severe testing before instruction., Then followed a two or
three year probation, concluded by a period of imetruction,
after which the applicant was received into church member-
Bhip.13 In the fourth and fifth centuries the catechumenate -
atteined its highest development, After the fifth century,
however, the church did not concern itself foo muoﬁ with the
preparation of adults for Baptism., This resulted in a gradual

llserberding, op. eit., pp. 56=-7,

13prenk, on. oit., p. 120,
13Gerverding, gn. oit., p. 62.
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decline of the educational emphasis and a suvstitution of the
confirmation act or rite on the part of the Bishop as more

important.l4

Before long there was & shortening of the time
of the catechumenate because of demands by the people, Within
a number of years there were mass baptisms and a resulting
decay of the catechumenate.ls

On the whole, the following centuries were rather dark
days for the church and her religious instruction. These
vere the days when the Papacy ruled the church, and instruction
in God's VWord wae virtually at a standstill for the great
majority of the people, One light in these dark years was
Charlemagne, The first medieval catechism dates fronm
Charlemagne's reign in the ninth century, He was greatly
interested in public education and in Christian literature,
and with the help of Alocuin organized and improved monastioc
and cathedral schools, But, since Charlemagne was a man
far ghead of his time, the actual results of his work were.
rather meager.le |

. Wilth the writing of the catechisms by Martin Luther
there was, in general, a gradual reawakening of interest in
catechization, Several catechisms were written before

Luther's time, however, The most important of these was by

14Frenk, gp. git., p. 120.
',lseerberding, op. gi%., p. 63,

18Lare P, Qualven, A Higtory of the Christien Church
(New York: Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1943), p. 50.
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Johannes Brersy entitled, Frazestiick des Christlichen
Glaubens f£iir die Jugepd in 1527,17 Luther wrote his cate-
chisms in 1528, The immediate occasion for his writing of
the catechisms was the great need of the church as i1t came
to him so vividly in his visitation of churches in 152¢,18

Luther prized his catechisms beczuse they contained
God's Viord, He said that they contcined the entire Christian
doctrine necessary to be known by every Christian for salvae
t:ion.lg in Luther's day confirmation as we have it today
vas not practiced in the Lutheran Church, The form that we
have today is largely that of the Lutheran Church since the

2
early pert of the seventeenth century."o

l?t}erberding, on. git., p. 76,
laﬂﬂ-n p. &1,

19}1?.1&-. p. 8.

®0Ipid., pp. 120-1.



CHAPTER III

RESULTS OF TIHE QUESTIONNAIRE

The basis for this survey, as stated previously, was a

guestionnaire filled in by forty-one pastors, The question-

nalre consisted of four legal size pages of questions, and

it was divided into twelve sections as follows:

I,
11,

e
e ol o
1v,
v,

s

e
ViI.
Yiil.
1Xx,
X-
XI,
X1I,

Information concerning the pastor who filled out
the gquestionnaire,

Alma,

Home Cooperation,

Humber of years of attendance at confirmation
instruction,

Fequirements,

Time,

Ingtructor,

Placse,

Curriculum,

General iethods,

Teacher Preparation.

Suggestions for improving Christian ecducation in

‘our church,

AIUS

Almsg are'perhaps the most important part of confimmation

instruction.

They are the very basis, If the aims are faulty

or falge, there cennot possibly be wholesome results for the

ingtruetion.

"It 4o evident that our confirmation instruction

will take shape and form a2s we visualize its alm and end."1

Although aims are so basic in confirmation instruction,

15, W, Fremk, "Problems of Confirmation Instruction,"

Lutheran Education, 84 (1048), 17,
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in twelve of the questionnaires the pastors failed to state

i3

their aims in confirmaticn instruction, WNo ressons were
given for thie, These pastors served various size congre-
gations in different parts of the country, so no significant
reason could be discovered for their failure to answer the
guestion, '

The aims of the twenty-nine men who answered this gues-
tion, though they varied, fell into certain vefy definite
categories, One very basic alm for confirmation instruction
for twenty-two péators vho answered this question was to pree
pare foi the future, either In ¢he senee of preparing for
etermity or for adult Christien living,

8ix of the twenty;nine men who answered this cuestion
completely omitted any functional preparation for the present.
Eighteen geve preparation for a present functional life of
the child ae one of their aims, It was significant that of
those eighteen men, fourteen meén were among those who aimed
to prepare the child for the future life, This showed that
a majority of the pestors who were sufficiently aware of the
1mportan§e of aims so that they could formulate them aimed
to prepare their pupils for present and future living as well
as for eternity.

Thers was also a very eignificant pattern in the aime of
these men to inculecate into the child a knowledge of Christian
funlamentals, Seventeen of the men listed this as one of

their basic aims in confirmation instruction, Of these
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seventeen, thirteen also aimed to prepare their children for
the future life, and eleven set forth as one of th;ir aims
to prepare for the present functional life of the child also..

8ix of the pastors stated that one of their aims in
confirmation instruction was to prepare for a worthy recep-
tion of the Lord's Supper., That this was not their sole aim
was borne out, however, by the fact that four of these also
considered a knowledge of fundamentals as basic, three aimed
to prepare for a present funoéional life of the child, and
four also set as one of theirsaims to prepare for the future
1ife,

These were the main patterns in the aims of the pastors
in their confirmation instruction according to the answers
to the questionnaire, The other answers to the question fell
into the miscellaneous category, Three men stated that they
aimed to prepare for meaningful church membership, Two men
aimed to inculcate within the child a lasting interest in the
Word of Life, The missionary emphasis on the part of the
child was part of the aims of one of the pastors: Christian-
citizenship was 2lso an aim of one pastor, and one stated
that he aimed through confirmation instruction to builéd a
good pastor;child relationship., To increase the joy of sal-
vation was the aim of one man, and to instill a conviction
of sin and grace was listed by one pastor as cne of his aims,
It was aignifiéant that those aims that fell under the mis-

cellaneous category were not the sole aims of the pastors in
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confizmation instyuction., They were among the men who set out
to prepere their children in the other ways mentioned above
aleo,

& nusber of the alms of the pastors appeared guite genersl
or questionable, Under the category of "guestionable® fell
the aim of one pastor who snewersds

R s Rt

iutheranionm,

Tue guection thet canme %o mind when the second point was noted
wa® whether by ggelegsis he referred to the local conmgregatien
and teught o type of ®churchiem” to hie pupils or whether he
referred to the foly Christien Church., "To help save their
goule by instruction in the Toxd" wae one of the questionable
enavers gleo, Moot of the children who nttend confirmation
inetruction have already come to falth, It is altogether pos-
eible that thie pastor hed a large amount of mission material
to work with im his confirmation instruotion, "The use by the
individusl of Seripture alone,” an aim etated by one pastor,
also ralsed guestions ag to exactly what he worked out to
achieve this aim, One pastor stated: to show that * our
church'e confeseions are not based on rationalism which leads
to traditionslism.” Just what he meant here wes not clear,

sn ideel aim was given by one pastor: "To kesp the child
in the Kingdom of Urace for the Kingdom of Glory." igain, the
question came to mind: low d4d he carry this out? The aim of
one man was: "A steadfast functional Christianity." This wae
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a good snswer as far as he went, but 1% would have been inter-
esting to know how he cearried this out in confimmation imstruce
tion,

Ca the whole, the aias set forth were good, showing that
the wen piwed to instruct theizr pupils in the fundamentals of
God%s Vord, in Christian living, and in preparation for eter-
2ity., It was not easy to understand, at times, what the actual
alms of the mem were, but certain paticins mentioned above
appeazed slgnificant in confirmation instruction,

The exact ansvwers {o the cuestion on aims ere given in

aAppendix C.
HOKE CUCPERATICH

ilost of the pastors considered the cooperation of the
home in confirmetion instruction as very essential, In orpder
to gain the cooperation of the parents or home, six pastors
held o weeting with the pareunts as a group.,  Hineteen pastors
spoke to the parents when they came for communion announce-
ment, Thirty-one of the pastors vigited the parents individe
ually in the homes.

Une pastor insisted that delly assignments be written
down and explained to the parents at the outset that exaot
requirements were made, One said that he "presents" the

catechumen to the congregation as soon as the class is organ-

iged, Une man made uge of gga;nlng.gng,giz;ng,z which requires
3
H, J, Boettoher Learning Living (9t, Louis:
Concordie Publishing Houae, 1946?2-
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a significant amount of home cooperation. He also used marked
tests which had to be countersigned by a parent after inspect-
ing them, The interest, cooper:tion end encouragement of the
parents was enlisted by one pastor by means of a letter at the
beginning of the couree, A4Along this same line, one paustor
sent a very personel pastoral letter, requosting thet it be
referred to freguently. One assigned work that required cone
sultation with the parents b§ the child. Other methods in use
by different pastors were: articles occasiocually in the parish
bulletins, occasional discussion at society meetinge, from the
pulpit, and & monthly parents'® night.

The guestion "Do you keep in coantact with the home by
report card?" was asked of the pastors, Seven of the pastors
reported that this was their practice, Twenty-nine didm't,

Cne answered "sometimes," and four left the question unanswered,
sngwers to the question ag to how the puplle were graded were
as follows: mewory work, response to queetions, aud written
teste} a weekly test; oral recitation and written work; general
knowledge, faithfulnmees; the use of Foehler's Ejggxggg‘zggjg;s
monthly examinations for the attention of the parentsf Eight
pastors reported that they graded the children by marks, five

by percentage, and three by the use of an essay report,

%, A, Foehler, Erozress Teats on Luther's Suall Catechiem
(Minneapolis: The lott Press, 1947),
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ATTENDATICE

The question was asked of the pastors how many years
their pupile attended confirmation instruction classes vefore
they were confirmed, In five congregations the children
attended for one year; in thirty-two congregations for two
years, in two congregations for three years, and in two con-
gregations for four years, The average length of attendance
was two years, COf those classes meeting for more than one
year of instruction, ten met separately as junior and senior

clagses and twenty-six pastors combined them as one class,
REQUIREXENTS

The minimum age requirements for juniors to enter the
confirmation instruction classes ranged from nine to thirteen
years, One pastor stated that the youngest age was nine; four
said ten years 0ld; twelve stated that eleven years was the
mininum age; sixteen had twelve for their minimum age; four
said thirteen,

It was significant that all nine of the pastors who an-
swered the question "Are parochial school children reguired
to attend?" replied in the affirmative,

In nineteen congregations the children were required to
attend Sunday school for a designated period of time before
entering confirmation instruction., Seventeen did not regquire

such attendance, Several said that it was taken for granted
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that the children attended Gunday school., To the question
of the length of Sunday school attendance required there
were various answers, none too clearly stated, One eaid
"the confirmation period," another "grades one to eight," a
thiyd reported "two years," snother said "one year," and the
last answered "four years and up."

A number of pastors set up other requirements that had
to be met by the children before they were accepted. They
reported: church attendance, attending Vacation Eible echool
between the junior and senior classs, two years of Vacation
Bible school, parents must promise cooperation, there must
be a promise to give the child z Bible before his firsi
Christmas in class,; attending Sunday morning Bible clase, and
the general requirements of & Christian,

lioet of the men who set ten, eleven, twelve, and thire
teen as their minimum age for entrance into confirmation in-
struction required a two year course, The one man who set
nine years ﬁs hies minimum age instructed his class for four
years., A two year course, begun about the age of twelve years

was the requirement set up by the greatest number of men,

CONFIRMATION AGE AND DATE

The minimum age for confirmation ranged from eleven to

gixteen years and distributed itself as follows:
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The medien in this group‘waa thirteen years old as the con-
firmation age. Twenty pastors confirmed et this age, and
the others ranged from eleven to slzteen years old,
Twenty-eight pastors had a set date for confirmation, and
thirteen did not. Seventeen pastors regularly confirmed on
Palm Sﬁnday and siz on Pentecost, Three pastors stated that
they confirmed either on Falm Sunday or Pentecost, and cne
sald on the first or second Sunday in Hay, while one answered
"ugually the last Sunday in July," Those who did not have a
zet date for confirmation determined the date each year ac-
cording to some gpecific rule, The following norms were men-
tioneds at the end of twenty-two lessons, when the course was
couplete, when the class was ready, on the baeis of class

progress, varying factors,
OHE YEAR ATTENDANCE

For those children who attended confirmatioan instruction
for only ocne year some of the pastors had set up certain pre- .
requisites, One pastor required attendance at parochial
school for two years, 9ix required attendance at “unday
school, The answers varied as to how long these pastors re-

quired Sunday school sttendance as a prerequisite for those
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who attended confirmation instruction for only one year, They.
gald: "from the age of four years and up,” "regularly from
three years of age on," "one year,"” Two pastors required
attendance at both parochisl school and Sunday school, one
for two years, and the other stated "for the entire year,®
Other pastors required: these pupils must show a good intereet
in the parish, worship, Sunday school, etc,; and the genmeral
requiremonts of a Christian. In six parishes the parochiél
school and Sunday schoel children atiended as one group; five

met separately.
TIUE

in the junior class the number of hours that the pastors
devoted to inetructing their pupils ranged from 23 1/3 to one
hundred eighty hours, The gréatest number of men spent fronr
forty-one to one hundred hours in instruction with the median
between gixty-one and eighty hours; The answers ranged as
follows$ '
2l- 40

21 60 -
81- 80 -

121-140 « 1

141-160 - 1

161-180 - 3
The pastor who had only 23 1/3 houre of instruction in his
junior class spent forty-eight hours in his second year, It

was significant that one man who spent fifty-four hours in
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instruction in his junior class had only thirty-six hours in
the second year. In the twenty-one to sixty group all the
pastors except one instructed their confirmation classes for
two years,

The number of times that the classes met each week ranged

from one to six timees and divided up as follows:
17
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1
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The length of instruction period aleo carried a fairly
wide range of time, from forty-five to one hundred eighty
minutes, the latter ususlly spent on a Saturday worning. The
othere fell in as follows:

45
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To the guestion as to whether the senior class met with
the junior olass twenty-five pastors answered in the affirm-
ative, and nine pastors in the negative, One pastor said that
he held the two olasses together "part time," He did not,
however, state the length of time,

In the senior class the number of hours that the pastors

devoted to instructing their pupils ranged from forty to one
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hundred eighty., The greatest number of men spent from fortye
one to eighty hours with medien between slziy-one and eighty
hours, The answers renged ag follows!

8le 40 « 1

4l- 60 - @

Ble 80 - 7

81-100 - 5

101-120 - 5

121140 - 1

141-180 - 1

161180 - 3

The auumber of times per woeek that the senior classes

met varied from one to five times a week and divided in the

following manner:

o
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The length of each clage pericd ranged just a little
different from that of the junior class. It was between
forty and one hundred eighty minutes long and eplit up in
the various congregations as follows:

40 -« 1
60 -« ©
705 - 3
00 -« 4
1056 =« 1
120 - 4

185 « 1
180 - 1

INSTRUCTOR

Since it is important thet the instructor be well quale
ified, the study sought to determine how well this was borne
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in wind for preparing the youth for confirmation, In thirty.
one junior classes the pastor taught, while in eleven the
parochlal scheol teacher wae the instructor, In one case the
pastor and the teacher both instructed the juniors, and in
one other ocase the pastor and a layren,

The pastor taught the genior class in every case except
one, where the teacher assieted him,

The person chosen as teacher, then, was well gualified

to instruct the children for confirmation,
PLACE

Although some parishes have a special room set aside
especially for confirmation instruction, this was not the
case in any of the parishes contacted on the questiormnaire,

In the junior division seven pastors held their classes
in the church auditorxium, nine in a olassroom, fourteen in
the parish hall, three in the church basement, one in the
church parlors, and two in a committee room,

Seven pastors in the senior division held their classes
in the church suditorium, eleven in a classroom, fourteen
in the parish hall, four in the church basement, one in the
church parlors, and two in & committee room,

It appears that the pastors used whatever rooms were
aveilable to instruct their confirmation classes, Many used
very large rooms even though the size of their classes did

not make this necessary.
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CURRICULUM

The question on curriculum took in all the planned
activities of the pastors for their olasaee; both in the

classroom and outside of it.

JUNIOR CLLAD

Text In the majority of the ?arishes the pastors made

use of iths ﬁgnggigg;,ﬁgjgghiggé in instructing their juniors.
The various catechisms were in use as follows!
Synodical - 33
Eurth a - B
Schwan - 4

1
In teaching the juniors thirty-two followed the order of

liemory Course?

the tert, Two men omitted occasional Bible passages or such
meterial as they felt tc be beyond the comprehension of the
clegs, Four men used an oycder of their own cheoosing., These

wvere as follows:

E . Louia. %oncordia Publtahing Honse, g *3)

5E:cw1n Kurth, Catechetical Helps (Brooklym The Studio

Press, ©.1935).
6

Schwen, AS Exzpogition of Dr, i Lutherls
Small cagegh;gm . Louis: Concordia Fublishing House, 1913).

"rilliam A, Kramer, _ggg;x‘ggnxgg (8t. Louis: Concordia
Fublishing House, 1044),
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& The sacrament of baptism, prayer, the creed, the
Lord's Table, the ten commandments,
i1, The Bible, the oreed, sacraments, commandments,
grayer, the office of the keys,
11X, hirty-six units of one week each,
iv, The Sunday school was expected to give the basis
ggghthe decalogue, and then the pastor followed
2
a. use of the Bible,
b. the doctrines of the life of Christ, the
church, the sacraments.
¢. the church services-Communion, Matins,
Vegpers, Litany, etc,

e ) Very often the methods used by the teacher
determined, %o a great extent, the amount of material com-
prehended by the puplls, The methods used in junior class
ingtruction varied a good deal among the different pastors.,
Five used the question and answer method, one the lecture
and cuestion method, fourteen a combination of the two, two
the above methods plus a topic discusgion., Others used com-
binations of the methods mentioned sbove plus the problem
and solution method,

Twenty=-two of the pastors used the deductive methed in
the exposition of the text, first explaining the answer to
the gquestion and then treating the proof passages. Four of
the men used the inductive method, first studying the proof
passages and then deriving the answer to the question., Both
methods were used at different times by five of the pastors,

Before assigning the material to be memorized thirty.ano'
pastors made certain that the children understood the meaning
of it. Three pastors said that they did not do this, Twenty-

nine pastors showed the purpose and value of the material
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before assigning 1%, but three did not, .

Proof pagsaces memopized The number of proof passages
to be memoriged by the juniors showed a wide variance in
thinking on the part of the pastors, . They ranged from two
to over seven hundred passages and broke down as follows: :

101-300 - 8

301-300 « 1

201500 = 1

501600 « 0

801-703 - 23
The average number of pagsages to be memorized by the juniors
wag between one and two hundred, and the median was about one
hundred, In addition to these figures two men stated that
they were uncertaln as to thelr exact requirements, %two meén
required all the passages in the Synodical Catechism memo-
rigzed, two men expected the lemory Course requirements, one
said "one in ezach section under each question," and one an-
swared "as many as required for the part,”

Porta of the gatechigm memorized The pastors required
different smounts and parts of the ce.utechiam to be memorized
by the Junicrs. Twenty-nine pastors required that the six
chief parts of Luther's Catechism be comuitted to memory.

Five requiged part of the chief parts to be memorized, Twelve
men expected the Christisn Cuegtiong gnd Angwexs to be memo- |
rized, Eight required the Igble of Dutieg; two required part
of the Table of Duties memorized., Twelve assigned Luther's
worning and evening prayers to be committed to memory.
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Suestions in the eatechism Here again there was & wide
range in the recuirements of the pastors, The number of
guestione and answers o be committed to memory by the juniors
vas as follows:_

| 0- 50 - 18

101-180 = £

151200 « 2

201-250 « O

S01-350 = 3
The number of catechism anéwera to te committed to memory by
the junlors ranged from none to three hundred thirty-cne.
logt of the pastors recuired less than fifty, and five men
required none, 1f those who demanded 2 great many answerse
%o be learned did no more than have the children memorize
them, the question msy be raised whether the pastors vho re-
guired no passages %o be memorized but had the children exe-
plain the truthe in their owmn words were not much farther
shead pedegogically,

Ten of the men who snswered this questionnaire had paro-
chial schooles, and all of their pupils attended confirmation
ingtruction for two years., Froam the way théy answerad the
guestionnaire, it secuwed that they did not take any previous
memory work for granted when the children began instruction,

To the guestion whether the pastor expected »salmsg to
be memorized by his junilors, six men answered "yes,” three
expected six psalms memorized, one expected two, two expected

three, and one expected four, Three men seid that they
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required none to be memorized, 2ixteen pastors required
other portions, such as Isaiah 83 to be memorized; fifteen
did not. Thirty-one pastors requiryed the juniors to memoe
rige the names of the books of the Bible; two did not; one
only the books of the lew Testament. ‘

Eible giorleg Many pastors taught Bible stories in
order ©o help their puplils become better acqualnted with
¢ertain parts of the Blble and make it more meaningful and
living for them, Twenty-slx pastors expected moet of the
stories in the text to bLe kmown; eight did not, Cne required
that the junlors know &ll the stories, Twelve used a Bible
story textbook; twenty-one used none, Two of these uged
=hile Eletory mwmmm five idyanced
Higtozy,® two One Hundxed Bible Stories,19 twe
ngn;ghgnglgg,ll one Egermeier,}? Twenty-five men expected

he pupils to t2ll the Eible stories in thelr own words; one

did not expect them to tell the stories at all., Hone of the

SBiple H for Poroghizl and 8 Sehogle
(st. Louis: Concordia rubliqhing House, 1907

®A. €. Stellhorn Histoxy (st, Louis:
Concordia Publiehing ﬁouse, ¢u36

10,
#illjam A, Kramer, ed., Ope Hu d Stoxies
(8%, Louis: Concordia Pﬁblisﬁing Houae, 1935 §

IICEE:IEQ ensive e History (S, Louis: Concordia
ruovlishing House, 1913 ’

1321919 E, Egermeler, Bible Stoyy Book (St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, 1987)
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pastors expected the Bible stories to be told verbatim,

. The number of men who expected their juniors to become
acquelnted with the BEible stories wee good if they showed
them the purpose for this., It was significant that ncne of
the pastore expected thelr pupils to learn the Blble storiles
verbatin,

Bible ©ince the Vierd of God is the basis of &lli Christian
teaching, the answers to the guestion concerning the use of
the Bivle in the clasg were very important, Thirty pastors
expected the puplls to refer to the bitle for the stories;
four pastors did not., In thirty-{ive parishes the pastors
arilled the pupils in finding various passages in the 3ible,
s one pastor @id not., Twenly-three assigned Bivle readings
to the junicrs to supplement the leseon, but team 4id not, '
Turing the yeur eighteen men expected the juniors to read
decignated portions of the Bible unrelated to the lesson,
Thirteen men eet up no such reguirements,

Yorship TVorship is a very important part of the life
of the Chrietien., Therefore, many pastors had special lessons
devoted to encouraging devotional 1ife,

Pegtors in twenty-three junior classes urged church ate
tendance; twelve made it obligatery; two answered "both," Teo
encourage éevotional_life four wen assigned the writing of
prayers, one pastor allowed the pupils to select the hymn for
the usual confirmation devotions, four allowed the pupils to

read the Scripture selection, Seventeen pastors used different
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combinations including the methods given above plus having
the nupll seiect the Scripture rsading or lead the prayer,
Uthers sald that they encouraged devotional life by heving
the juniors attend Bible clmss with their parents, and by
urging and esplaining how to lead a devotlonal life, Twenty=
eix required a brief report on the sermon; eight did not,

The anumber of sermon reports recuire
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all sermons
L8Ny sermon
occasionally
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Ten required theee reporté to be oral; four written; and
five men answered "both,"

Uther methods used by the pastors to encourage devotional
1ife were: devotions in the home; attendance at Sundey morning
Bible class; regular lMatins service each Vednesday morning
for the entire school, where the boys of the class served as
acolytes; invite othersjy txain boys as acolytes and girls for
the liturgical choirj lead in family devotions; stressing the
third commandment whenever there was an opportunity; using the
devoﬁional booklets; and Bible reading at hone,

lEigcellaneous A number of the pastors desired to enrich
or complement the program of their classes and used various
means, FEleven pastors recuired the juriors to read extra books

at home, Twenty-four did not, The books required were:
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migsion histories, a bock on Luther, The Story of Luther!® vy
Polack, a work on Reformation history, Livinz mith Luther, 14
iy Church and Others,15 The Cuest by L. Bauer,l® ly Vinevazd
by D, H, 3char1emann.17 and articles or chapters from supplee-
mentary works, such as Ihe Abidinz ¥ord. 18

The junior program was complemented with projects, scrap-
books, or workbooks by nineteen pastors, Six men did not use
any such material., Three men used scrapbooks, and ten used
workbooks. Those in use were: .ghg,ﬁgg'kizg by Boettcher,1®
filmstrips, memory work serapbooks, Exerciseg in Bible History
by llertz and $1ems,3°_ Livinz God's ¥Word by Jiede,31 notebooks

13y, 6. Polack, Thglgxgzx‘g§ Luther (8t. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, 1931),

145 M, weidenschilling, %m?g zith Luther (St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, ©,1945).

155, 7, Mueller, _uizgm and Others (St. Louis:
Fudolph Valkening, 19826). .

181‘. Bauer, The Suegt (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing
House, 1945).

1713. H. Scharlemann, My Vinevard (8t. Louis: Concordies
Publishing House, c.1946),

18Theodore Laetsch, ed, Ig.? Abjdine ¥ord (St, Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, 194 .

191-1. J, Boettoher IMM.!M (8t. Louis: Concordia
Publishing House, 1950).

20y, Mertz and VW, A, Siems, Exerciges in Bible History
(St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1938).

2lEqwin A, Jiede, Living God's Word (Brooklyn: The
Studio Press, 1947).
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with assignments, Learninzg and Livipe, the synodical workbook

achievement teste, Foehler's Prozresg Tests gon Luther's Small
Catechism, summary of each reading, notes on the catechism,

vocabulary, scrapbooks on the section illustrated with pie-
tures,

In addition to Bible history and catechism twenty-siz
pastors included lescons on liturgical practice, ranging from
cne lesson to a part of every one, Twenty-two had lessons on
church history, ranging from one a year to two a week, Twenty=-
four had lessons on synodical orgenizations and their work,
ranging from one-half a lesson to six lessons & year. Eight-
een pastors tzught lessons on missions and misslon methods,
ranging from one to all lessons, Uineteen men had lessons
on church practice, ranging from one-~half a lesson a year to
one g month, OCther things that the pastors used to enrich
the curriculunm were: eupervised tours to other churches,
weekly experiences on the part of the students, singing and
hymn study, manual projects, such as bulletinm folding, etec.,
kodachromes on the service and architecture, the Augsburg
Confegsion, current articles in church and daily papers, hym-
nology, filmstrips on the c&teohtsm, duplicated quizges, vis-
‘ual aide, the liturgical service explained with the third

commandment., One pastdr's answer wae eimply "not much,.”

SENIOR CLASS

Text The curriculum for the senior classes showed that
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the pastors did not follow exactly the same methods and mate-
rials for them as they dié for the juniors, The various cate

echisme in use were g8 followe:

Synodical - 33
Kurth - B8
Schwan - 4
Leaming and Living - 1

For the most part the same oatechisms were in use in the
senior division as in the junior. Cne more pastér used the
Synodical Catechigm for the seniorﬁ, znd three more used
Kurth, y :

hg with the juniors, thirty-three men followed the order
of the text; two omitted occasional Hible passages or placed
the teaching of the Lord's Prayer after Holy Communion,

Again, as with the juniors, four pastors followed an
order of their own 6hoosing in instructing their seniors,
One of these followed the order: the doctrine of God, sin,
the Law and Gospel, Confession, the Sacraments, and Prayer,
The other three were the same as two, three, and four under
the Juniors.za |

liethods The seme methods of instruction were used ia
the senior élass as in the junior, 1In the senior division
four paétors conducted confirmation instruction according to
the question and answer method, two according to the lecture

and question‘method. Eleven used a combination of the two in

aam. p. a7,
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their eenior clasg; three used the question and snswer method
plus the topic diecussion method, Three men combined the
topic discussion wethod, the procblem and solutioa method, snd
the lecture and gquestion method, Twelve other pastors used
different combinations of thece methoas. The methods used
with the seniors, in short, were about the same as thone used
with the Jjuniors, though there were & few minor changes,

The waye in which the pastois made an explanatior of the
text to the senior class varied a little from that of the
Juniors, Twenty-three men used the deductive method, and five
made uee of the 1nductivé method., Eight pastors made use of
& combination of both methode in thelir senior class,

in assigning waterlal to the eeniors to be memorized,
thirty-three pastors mede certain that the pupils understood
the mesning of it, and two did not, There was a little bet-
ter average in this matter in tﬁe senior class than in the
junior, To the question as to whether the pastors showed the
purpcse and value of material before assigning it, the average
in the affiémative was also somewhat better among the seniors
than aﬁong the junior group. Thirty pastors answered "yes"
to this question; one said "no.* l

Eroof pagspces memorized In the wemory work assigned
to the seniors the number of passages to be memorized ine

creaged in some cases and was as follows:
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1-100 - 11
101-200 « 9
801-300 - 3
301-400 - 2
401-5C0 - 4
501-800 - O
601-700 - 1

The average number of passeges to be memorized by the seniors
wes about one hundred seventy-five, and the median was one
hundred fifty, In addlition to these figures two men stated
that they were uncertain as to their exact requirements, one
wan stated one-quarter, one seld seventy per cent, two ex-
pected all the passages in the Memogpy Course to be coumitted
to memory, and one sald as many passages 28 he thought neces-
sary for the point.

gg;;g‘gghggg catechisn memozized Thirty-one pastors
expected the sixz chief parte of Luther's Catechism tc be com-

mitted to memory, and six required s part of this, Sixteen

had thelir seniors memorize the. Chrisgtisn Cuegtions ané Angwers,

ten the Tgble of Dutieg, and three a part of the Iable of
Dutice. Twenty-three required Luther's morning and evening

prayers, The requirements for memory work in this division
were a little higher for the senicrs, except in the Chpistisp
Quegtionsg gnd Angwers, where more pastors required greater
memory work of the junilors,

Suestiong in the catechigm In the senior class most
pastors reguired about the same number of answers in the cate
echism memorized ag they did in the junior division., However,

in the senior class ten pastors required no memory work in the
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answers to the questions of the catechism, whereas in the jun-
ior division only five recuired none, The replies to the ques-
tion were as follows:

O« 80
51-100
101-150
151-300
301-350
251-300
301-350

ROOWROD

The number of catechism answers to be committed to memory by
the seniors ranged from none to three hundred thirty-one. A
majority of the pastors required less than fifty.

B8ix pastors said that they required psalms memorized.

Cthers reported on memoriging of psalms as follows:

RN O
I B
- 00 00 O

geveral - 1
Twelve pastors required other portions of the Bible to be
memorized; nineteen did not, Here, again, the average was

higher for the juniors., Thirty-four expected the geniors to

memorige the books of the Bible, One man answered "no" to

this guestion, Here the requirements were higher for the
seniors than for the juniors. A question was asked as to

how many passage locations the seniors were required to re-

member, as, for example, "John 3:18: GCod so loved the world..,."

The answers ranged from none to one hundred and fifty and

were as follows:!
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0 -3
very important ones - 1
a few -1
geveral -1

; -1
6 -1
10 -1
13 -1
230 - 3
150 -1

Ten men answered "yes" to this question, and three said "gome,"

Bible gtories Thirty men expected most of the stories
found in the text to be known; five did not. Eleven pastors
used a Bible story textbook; twenty-five used none, The same
Bible history textbooks were used as in the junior classes,
except that only four men used Advanced Bible Historv, while
in the junior division five used this text, To thé question
as to how the pupils were expected to tell the Bible estories,
the answers were the same as for the juniors, except that im
the junior division one more pastor answered that he expected
the pupils to tell the stories in their own words. Probably
the reason for thie difference was the failure to answer the
question on the part of a pumber of men.

The standards of Bible history study, on the whole, were
a little better in the senior division than in the junior,
Thie might show that more men taught e greater amount of me-
terial to their seniors instead of merely repeating the work
taught in the junior cless.

Bible The answers to the question on the Bible were
especially important in the case of the sehtors since they

-
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were to be confirmed in a matter of months, Thirty-five
pastors expeoted the seniors to refer to the Bible for the
stories; two did not. This was a higher number requiring
reference to the Bible for atories than in the junior classes.
Thirty-four gave the pupils drill in finding various passages
in the Bible; two did not, The general standard was a little
lower here than for the juniors. 1In eighteen parishes geniors
were assigned Bible readings to supplement the lesson; in
thirteen they were not, fHere, again, the standards were higher
in some parishes for the juniors. Twenty-two men expected
the seniors to read designated portions of the Bible, unre-
lated to the lesson, during the year; ten d4id not.

Worship With the senior class, too, the pastors reale-
ized the importance of encouraging the devotional life, Twehe
ty-one pastors urged church attendance, and fifteen made 1t
obligatory. There was a slightly higher percentage of men
who obligated the seniors to attend church than in the case
of the juniors, Here, again, two men answered the question
with "both." 1In order to encourage devotional life, five
pastors assigned prayers to write, one let the pupil lead in
prayer, three had the pupil read a Scripture selection, Twen-
ty used different combinations of the qsthods just mentioned
plus allowing the pupil to choose the Bible selection for
confirmation devotion., One pastor had the pupils give a deme
onstration of asking a friend to attend ohurch and Sunday
school, one by urging to lead a private devotional life; and
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one said "cultivation by admonition."”

Twenty-eight pastors expected their senlors to give a
brief report of the sermon; eight did not., This was exactly
the same number as in the junior class, The number of reports
ranged from cne or two a year to 2ll and was distributed as

follows:

lor2a

3

4

6

10

13
occasional
any
varies

all
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Twelve men expected the sermon report to be oral, five writ-
ten and three said "both." Other ways to encourage a devo-
tional life were about the same as for the juniors,
lijggellanecus The programs of the senior classes were
enriched by the pastors in various ways. MNine pastors re-
cuired extra books to be read at home by the seniors; twenty-
four did not., The books required to be read were: The March
of Faith by Steen,2® Reformation history works, works on mis-

sion hiestory, Living with Luther, Egermeier, Ine Story of
Luther by Polack, articles in The Lutheran Vitnegs and The
Salther League legsenger.

The senior program was complemented with projects by

331nez Steen, The !?mh of Faith (Minneapolis: Augsburg
Publishing House, ©,1939).
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fifteen men, while seven did not do this. Two used scrap-
books; two used notebooks; and eight used workbooks., The
materials used in the senior divigion were the same as in
the junior, plus the use of the interleaved catechism in the
genior group.

Begides lessons in Bible history and the catechism,
twenty-nine men included lessons on liturgical practice,
ranging from one-half lesson a year to parts of all lessons,
Twenty-twe had lessons in church history, ranging from one
a year to one a week, Tuenty-cight taught lessons on synode-
ical organizations and their work, ranging from one~hzlf les-
son per year to a part of all lessons, Twenty men had lessons
on missions and mission methods, ranging from one to four lese
gsons a year, Nineteen men included lessons on church practice,
ranging from one-~half lesson a year to one a month, Other
ways that the pastors used to enrich the senior curriculum
weret a tour of the church, instruction in the meaning of
the symbols, singing, & supesvised tour of other churches,
duplicated qﬁizzea, visual aids, hymmology, phyaiéal projects,

and others mentioﬁed under juniors above,

GENERAL METHODS

In order to aacertain how much the puplls were learning,
quite a few of the pastors tested pupil knowledge in various
ways. Thirty-four pastors used written tests, and five did

not, In testing‘fhe pupil's knowledge ten men used only the
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catechism; twenty-four used more than the catechism, Thirty-
two of the men uged their own judgment of the pupil's ability,
and five did not. Three of these used the essay type test,
gixteen thé‘newbtype test; end seven used both, In recitation
eighteen helped the pupil begin; fifteen did not, Three pas-
tors sald they sometimes helped the pupil begin, sometimes

not.
VISUAL AIDS

Visual aldse are a splendid means of teaching; but their
value, unfortunately, wes overlooked by many pastors. 'To
the cquestion, "What visual aids are in use?” two answered
that they used only the blackboard; five pastors used the
blackboard, maps, end pictures, Three men used the black-
board, maps, slides, and movies, Twenty-nine used different
combinations of these visual alds plus pictures, recordings,
objects and models, and bulletin boaxds,

PISCIPLINE

Now and then, for one reason or another, pupils are apt
to neglect the study of their lessonms, ht gsuch times a cer-
tain amount of discipline is essential, If the lesson was
not studied by the pupil, one pastor kept him after class to.
study or gave a special lessonj one reported to the parents;
eight had a heart-to-heart talk with the pupil. 8ix pastors
kept the pupil after class to study, reported to the parents,
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and had a heart-to-heart talk with the pupil. Three had the
puplil write the "forgotten lesson® plus a report to the pare .
ents and a heart-to-heart talk with the pupil. Two kept the
child after class %o study and also had a heart-to-heart %alk
with him, Thyee had him write the forgotten lesson and had
a heari-to-heart talk with him, Three other pastors used
gtill different varities of the above methods. One pastor

had the pupil report at the office at noon for recitation,

TEACHER PREPARATION

Hew methods, materials, and approaches %o the lesson
are constantly being suggested through various books and peri-
odicals on education., For this reason it is essential for
the pastor who wants to teach to the best of his ability to
read some of these and learn from them,

The guestion was asked whether the pastors had read
books on Christian education during the past year., One pas-
" tor replied "parts of several;" and two sald "several," Five
pastors had read one book; six hed read two books; three had
read three books; . three answered fyes," and one answered "none
in completeness,® | 7

A guestion was also asked whether the pastor subscribed
to periodicals on Christian education, Four pastors replied
"ves," Five said that they subscribed to one; six sald two;
one said three; and one replied four. The periodicals to

which the pastors subscribed were: Christizn Parent, Pazish.
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Id » and Lutheran Education.

SUGGESTIORS FOR IMPROVING CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Very often the men who do the actual teaching are the
ones who gee the faults and weak areas in the educationsal
system as a whole, Therefore, the question was amsked, "Do
vou fesl that there ig any area of Christian education in
which we as a church are defioient or falling dowm?" Tweniy-
geven different replies were given to this question and some
of the frequently mentioned aveas were:

The instruction beyond the confirmeation age

The inability to translate knowledge into action

A thorough instruction

Vieak Sunday sochool literature

A thorough knowledge of the Bible
feveral of the men said that they were not qualified@ to pass
Judgment, A complete listing of the answers to this question

is given in Appendix D,



CHAPTER IV
CONPARATIVE STUDY

The purpose of this chapter is to sum up the results of
the three surveys mentioned in the Introcduction and compare
them to see if there are any significant patterns or trends
in confirmation instruction among the pastors of the Synodical

Conference of the ILutheran Church.
AINS

In another place we have already noted the importance of
aims for the pastor, They indicate that he knows definitely
what he intends to do in confirmation instruction.

Possibly the pastors were not accustomed to answering
quéstionsg concerning their zims, For in their replies to the
question some of them set thelir aims much higher than they
actually achieved, while others did not include in their aims
thinge which they actually carried out in their curriculum,

There were several patterns in the aims of the pastors,
lir, Eoehler found in hig survey that his conference was strive
ing for a well indoctrinated laiety and that indoctrination
played an important part in the pastors' esims. In his survey
Dr. Repp reported that a large number of the men set indoc-
trination as a major aim aleo. It was significant that in the

present survey the number of men setting indoctrination as an
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alm was high too, though not nearly as high as in the other
two. Indoctrinatlion, then, seemed to be a major emphasis in
confirmation instruction alms,

In the present survey there was a very definite patte}n
on the part of the pastors in their aims %o prepare for the
future, either in the sense of preparing for eternity or for
adult Christian living. AMr, Koehler found this condition in
his conference also, and Dr, Repp reported it as prevalent
in his survey, though, not nearly as much as in the former
two.

lir, Koehler observed in his survey that very little stress
was laid on the pregent life of the children, £Dr., Repp's sur-
vey showed this aim to be low in the answers given also, 1t
was unusual that in the present survey just about the opposite
condition prevailed., Most of the men replying to the questi&n
of aims prepared for the present life of the child. Since the
present survey was made three to five years later than the
otherg, it may be possible that there is a trend at the pres-
ent time towérd preparing more for the present life of the
child, On the whole, then, though preparation for the future
life was a major aim, preparation for the present life of the
child was not nearly as high.

Mr, Koehler reported that communion attqndance was men-
tioned frequently as an aim in confirmation instruction. The
present survey showed a fairly small number of pastors who set
this up as one of their aims., Dr, Repp's survey noted a little



49

higher percentage of men aiming to prepare for the Lord's Sup-
per. It seems thet the trend in aims in this direction was
not nearly as prevalent as popular opinion often holds it to
ve. |

Dr. Repp noted that preparation for Christien living in
generel wee almed at by & fairly large number of the pastors,
iy, Koehler found a definite lack of clear thinking on the
training in Christian living. The present survey found that
preparation for Christien living was aimed at by a fairly
large number of the pastors. 1t appeared, then, that prepa-
ration for Christian living was set fairly high in the aims
of the pastors.

lir, Koehler obsexrved that there was & large number of the
pastors who set church membership as one of their aime, Dr,
fiepp's survey showed this aim to be considerably less preve
alent, and the present survey noted very few men setting church
wembership as one of their alms, On the whole, thén, it was
encouraging to note that men aimed at higher ideals than %o
make their children communicant members of the church,

¥r, Koehler stated that prayer life was not mentioned
ag an aim, but from other questions on prayer ip all three
surveys, it esppeared that the men were working on this, though
they did not mention it in their aims,

It was signltidant that very few of the pastors set mis-
sion work in their list of aims, Ay, Koehler noted a conspice-

uous absence in this matter, Dr, Repp's survey and the present
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one showed that very few pastors oimed at this at all, Perhaps
weny of them did work slong this line, however, without listing
it as one of their sims,

Inetilling an interest in the Soriptures or the Word ape
peared rather seldom es en sim for men who are leaders in the
luthezen Uhurch, which claims to be the church of the open
Bible, MNp, EKcehler end the present survey both found that few
ven mentioned thie as an eim, and Dr, Repp noted only about one-
fourth of the pastors setting this as thelr aim,

Aimg toward Christian citizenship were almost totally laocke
ing, Only one peastor in all three surveys stated this aim,
Several pastors noted an interest in building up a good pastor-
child relationship, but there were not enough of these to make
it at 211 significant,

in interest in a well-indoctrinated lalety, then, was omne ép
of the major almg, leny of the pastors were also very much |
interested in preparing for the future life of the child with
preparation for the present life of the child not nearly as
prevalent an aim, There was a rather significant interest on
the part of the pastors to prepare for Christian liviag in gen-
eral, though, it was not always clear just what was meant by
this., It is important to note that some of the pastors, though
they did not always set up such ideal aims, often included
more in their instruotion than they set forth in their alms,
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HONE COCPERATION

The cooperation hetween the pastors and the homes appeared,
on the whole, to be good, :

All three surveys showed that a majority of the pastors
visited the parents, though how frequently they visited, what
they spoke of, eto, was not stated, In spite of this fact
there was a gemeral dissatisfaction with home cooperation onm
the part of at least one pastor,

In the present survey it was found that almost half of
the pastors spoke to the parents when they came for communion
announcement, Dr, Repp reported that about one-third of the
pastors did thies, and Ny, Koehler found only several using
this method, |

Some of the pastors met with the parents as a group in
oxder to gain the cooperation of the home, Dr, Repp found in
his survey that almost fifty per cent of the pastors did, the
pregent survey a smaller percentage; ana Xy, Koehler noted
only one pastor who did,

Dr, Repp reported a few cases of pastors who had the pare
ents visit the class and geveral who had a parent's night., The
present survey noted only one pastor who did this, but the
other gurvey mentioned neither of these methods in uss,

About ome-third of the pastors in Dr, Repp's survey wrote
letters to the parents to enlist coop;rntton, but the other

two surveys noted only a few pastors who did this,
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A few other methodas, such as, articles in church tulletins
and papers, sormons, ete, were used, but the usual means of ene
listening the cooperation of the parents were by visiting them
and gpeaking %o them when they announced for communion,

One method used by some pastors %o keep in contect with
the home during the year was through report cards, but this
was not vory prevalent accoxding to the surveys, Ir, Repp
noted that about one-half of the men in his survey used re-
nort cards, the present survey showed that about one-sixth of
the pastors used this method, and in Mr, Koehler's only ome
pagtor did this,

Thers was no significant pattern in the way that the
children's work was judgéd for the report cards, Tests were
used more than any other method in determining the grade, but
even they were not used freguently., Other oriteria in judge
ing were the preparation of memory work, oxcellence in work
done, ard faithfulness in attendance,

Most of the pastors who used report cards graded the chile
dren by symbols, quite a numucr of them by percentage; and a

few madle use of the essay report,

ATTERDANCE

Two years of attendance at confirmation instruction was
the general requirement of the pastors. Thie was found to be
true in all three of the surveys,

The present survey showed that of those classes who met
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for more than one year of instruction, more of the pastors
held their clasees together than separately. Ilir. Koehler
noted that this was true almost exclusively in his survey,
but Dr. Repp's survey showed just the opposite of the other
two. More classes met separately than together, Possibly
this was true in this one instance because of the area in
which Dr, Repp conducted his survey, In and around St. Louis
there are many large churchee with more than one pastor. There
are also students from Concordia Seminary who assist the pase
tors, These two factors make it easier for the pastors to
find time to hold separate classes, On the whole, however,

it was impossible to note a definite pattern in this matter,

REQUI REMENTS

The minimum age for entrance into the junior class in the
three surveys was from nine to thirteen years, Eleven to twelve
years was the most frequent age for entrance, GQuite a number
mentioned twelve as their minimum age, and many answered the
geventh grade, If the seventh grade age level waes considered
to be twelve years, then the number reporting twelve years was
approximately equal to the number who reported eleven years.
These two groups together formed the majority, and, therefore,
the average age for entrance into the junior class was between
eleven and twelve years.

The number of men who required the confirmation class
pupils to attend Sunday school was surprisingly low. In both



54

the present and Mr, Koehler's surveys not even fifty per cent
of the pastors reported that they expected the children %o ate
tend Sunday school for a designated period of time before en-
tering confirmation instruction, In Dr, Repp's survey the
nuaoer who required this was very small, Even many who expected
the children to meet this requirement only "requested" them to
do so. The length of time which the children were required to
attend Sunday school was often stated rather vaguely., Several
reported "two years," "the confirmation period," and answers
of that sori, but there wzs no general pattern., Perhaps the
reason for the faet that less than fifty per cent of the pas-
tors required a definite period of Sunday school attendance
before con’irmation instruction could be attributed to the fact
that some emphagiged parochial schools,

Some of the pastors set up other requirements also, but
there wes no uniform thinking on this either., 1In fact, most

of the pastors made no other requirements,

CONFIRMATION AGE AND DATE

In all three surveys it was reported that the majority
of the pastors required the child to be at least thirteen
years of age or in the eighth grade before being confirmed.
liost children were fourteen at the time of their confirma-
tion. The minimum age for confirmation ranged from eleven
to sixteen years of age, but, by far, the majority set thir-

teen or eighth grade as their requirement,
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In both Dr, Repp's and the present survey the majority
of the pastors had a set date for confirﬁation. Mr, Koehler
found, however, that meny of the pastors in his conference
had no set date, It appeared that the pattern in genmeral,
though, was to have a set date for confirmation,

Although lir, Koehler found that in his conference very
few pastors confirmed on Palm Sunday, both Dr, Repp's and the
present survey showed just the opposite, 1In Dr, Repp's sur=-
vey almost all the pastors confirmed on Palm Sunday, e2nd in
the present survey almost fifty per cent did, so that still
seemed to be a general pattern, Pentecost, Mother's Day, a
set Sunday in June were some of the other answers; but Palm
Sunday was still the day most often designated for confirma-

tion,

ONE YEAR ATTENDANCE

It was quite obvious from all three surveys that there
wags no uniform thinking on prerequisites for children who
wished to be confirmed in one year. Some pastors required
attendance at parochial school; others required attendance
at Sunday school for a designated period. Although one year
attendance wae very definitely the exception and most pastors
probably decided each case individually, there could have been
a olarification of thinking among the pastors on this issue,
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TIME

There was a great difference in the length of time spent
on instruction. The greatest number of men who devoted ap-
proximately the same months to instruction were those who ine-
structed from Beptember to Palm Sunday or into May,

Eany of the pastors conducted classes once or twice a
week, and a number sald three times a week. Saturday morning
or afternoon was the time devoted to instruction by many of
those who had only one class a week,

Quite a few pastors reported that they conducted classes:
for one hour, Other significant times were seventy-five min-
utes, ninety minutes, two hours, and three hours., Since all
the figures were not aveilable in the actual number of hours
spent in instruction, 1t was impossible to determine whether
there were any significant patterns in answer to this impor-

tant question,

INSTRUCTOR

By far the.majortty of the junior classes were taught by
the pastors, according to the three surveys. In a few cases
a layman, a teacher, or a theological student taught the class,
but these were almost the exception. In the senior classes
the same was true, and here the pastors even taught some of
the ¢classes where a teacher or layman instructed in the junior |
division.
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PLACE

It was impossible to note any pattern among the pastors
in the selection of a place to conduct confirmation instruce
tion as this question was not included in one of the guestion-
naires. From the other two, however, church auditoriums,
basements, parish halls, and classrooms were the most frequent
places put to use, It was rare to find a pastor who had a

specizl room assigned for this purpose,

CURRICULUM
TEXT
Most of the pastors used the Sypodical Catechism, Others

were in use too, but the number of men using these was insig-

nificant.

METHODS

Various methods of instruction were in use among the dif=-
ferent pastors. Those used most frequently were the lecture
and question method or the question and answer method,

By far a majority of the pastors followed the order of
the text in instruotion, A number of the men used an order
of their own choosing, but the number of these was insignifi-
cant.

lost of the pastors used the deductive method, first ex-
plaining the answer to the question and then taking up the
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proof passages, Jeveral used the inductive method, and a
number said that they used both methods., It was not possible
to conclude that the use of the deductive method was a gen-
eral practice, however, because one of the questionnaires did
not treat this subject, ;

A large majority of the men claimed that they made cere
tain that the children understood the material before they
assigned 1t for memory. Only a few of the men answered this
question in the negative,

Y¥iost of the pastors sald that they showed the purpose
end value of the materlal before assigning it for memory.

Cnly a small percentage answered this in the negative.

PROOF PASSAGES MEMORIZED

The number of proof passages to be memorized varied from
almost none to about seven hundred, but the greatest number
of pastors assigned between fifty and one hundred fifty pase-
gseges to be committed to memory, with the greatest individual

number at about a hundred passages,

PARTS OF THE CATECRISM MEHORIZED

4 wajority of the pastors required all six chief paris
of Luther's Catechism to be memorized, According to both
Dr, Repp's and the present survey about fifty per cent of the

men expected their pupile to memorize the Chrigtian Cuestions
and Apswerg., The percentage was a little higher in lr, Koehler's
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survey, Avout twenty-five per cent in all three surveys re-
quired the Teble of Duties memorized, About thirty per cent
required Luther's morning and evening prayers in Dr, Repp's
and the present survey, In kr, Koehler's survey the percent-
age was quite a bit higher., For the seniors, in_general, the
requirenente were slightly higher than for the juniors,

QUESTIONS IN THE CATECHISM

llost of the pastors.required the pupilé to memorize very
few of the answers in the catechism. One man sald that he
expected three hundred answers to be memorized, and a few said
all, but, on the whole, few were to be committed %o memory by

the members of the clasges,

BIBLE STORIES

Host of the pastors expected their pupils to know most
of the stories referred %o in the text. About twenty-five per
cent of the pastors used a Bible story textbook in the junior
classee aecording to two of the suwrveys, Kr, Koehler's sur-
vey recorded a slightly higher percentage. In general, there
were fewer pastors who used a Bible history textbook im the
genior division, Advanced Bible Histoxy was the textbook in
most common use, but that was used by a felrly small percent-

age of the pastors. Egermeler, Bible Higtory for Parochial
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gnd Supday Schools, end Albrecht and Hagedornl were some of
the others used, MNost of the pastors expected the pupils to
tell the Bible stories in their own words, and a few didn't
expect them to tell the stories at all, ' None of the pastors
required them told verbatim,

Llthough few pastors used a Bitle story textbook, moet
of them required their pupils to be acquainted with the stories
referred to in the catechism, Familiarity with the contents

of the egtory was emphselged rather than rote memory,

BIBLE

liogt of the pastors said that they expected the pupils
to refer to the Bible for the stories. In two of the surveys .
only a few of the men answered this question in the negative,
while ir, Koehler reported about fifty per cent who didn't
meke thig requirement.

Over seventy-five per cent of the pastors reported that
they gave the juniors drill in finding various passages in
the Bible, In the senior division the number of men who did
this was a little lower, This question, however, was not asked
on one questionnaire, so we cannot set this definitely as a
general pattem,

Almost fifty per cent of the men in all three surveys

1ilbrecht and Hagedorn, unknown to author,
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assigned Bible reading to their pupils to supplement the leg-
sons, According to the present survey about forty per cent
expected them to read designated portions of the Bible unre-
lated to the lessons during the year. Mr, Koehler reported
a slightly lower percentage, and Dr., Repp reported a slightly
higher percentage in answer to this question.

In all three surveys about thirty per cent of the pas-
tors expected their pupile to memorize some psalms and other
portions of Seripture. Ome pastor expected them to memorize
fifteen psalme, One man required eleven other portions of
the Blble to be committed to memory, Almost all the men ex=-
pected the pupiis to know the names of the books of the Bible,

Dr, Repp and Mr, Koehler reported that about seventy-five
per cent of the men required the seniors to remember where .
various pascages were found, In the present survey, however,
only about one-third set this recuirement, The number of pas-
sage loocations to be remembered ranged from none to one man
who recuired one hundred fifty., This question wae not askedl

concerning the juniors.

WORSHIP

About fifty per cent of the pastors urged their pupils
to attend divine services according to Dr, Repp's and the
present survey., lir, Koehler reported that about seventy-five
per cent urged church attendance, In all three questionnaires
about twenty-five per cent itated that they made it obligatory
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in the junior division, and in the genior division even more
made 1% obligatory.

About fifty per cent of the pastors had means by which
they encouraged the pupils to devotional life sccording to
lir, Koehler's survey. The present survey reported a few more,
end Dr, Fepp's noted considerably fewer men who had means to
encourage the devotional life, The most common methods were:
essigning prayers to write, allowing pupile to choose and read
the Bible selections for the confirmation devotion, allowing
the pupils to select the hymn for the confirmation devetion,
and having the pupile lead in prayer. _

In all three surveys about £ifty per cent of the pastors
expected the pupils to give reporte on the sgermone. The num-
ber of reports required ranged from sbout three reports to a
Teport on every sermon. More men expected these reports to
be oral than written, ©Gome men used other ways to encourage
devotional life, but there was not a significant number of any
of them,

KISCELLANEQUS

In two of the surveys the pastors were asked whether
they required their pupils to read extra books at home, On
the whole, this was not practiced by many of them,

Acéordlng to the present survey about fifty per cent of
the pastors complemented their programs with scrapbooks, work-
books, and projects. lLir, Kuehler reported less who used thess
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means, and Dr, Repp found very few who did., Scrapbooks, worke
booke, and projects were in more general use in the senior
divigion than in the junior,

On the whole, then, not too many of the pastors required
supplementary work done outside the classroon, ;

In gddition to Bible higtory and catechism, pastors used
other things to eanrich the currioculum also, Ian zll three aun-v
veys about fifty per cent of the men included lessons on 1it-
urgical practice, ranging from o@e laggon a year to a part of
gvery one, A little over £ifty per cent of the pastors had
leseons on church history in two of the surveys. Iir, Koehler
reported about thirty per cent including church history lessons,
Thege lescsons ranged froz one a year %o one a week, _Lessons
on synodical o:ganizations and their work were taught by abous
21Tty per cent of the men in the three surveys, and the nuse
ber of lessons ranged from one-half lessom a year to a part
of all leasons., In two of the surveys about twenty-five per
cent of the pastors included lessons on missions and mission
methods, ranging from one lesson a year to a part of each les-
son, lr, Koehler found that the percentage of men including
such lessons in hies conference was slightly higher, In general,
more men had mission lessons in the senior olass than in the
junior, Lessons on church practice were included by about
thirty to forty per cent of all the pastors, These ranged
from one-half lesson a year to one a week, On the whole, the
men devoted more time to these subjects in the senior classes
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than they did with the jJuniors, Soume pastors used other methe
ods %o enrich the curriculum, The most frequent was the field

trip, but this was not in uge in very many places,

GENERAL METHODS

A majority of the men used written tests in oxder to
Judge the knowledge of their pupils, 4 1little over thirty=
five per cent of the pastors im ir, Koshler's survey reported
that they used only the cateohisan for this purpose, DIz, Repp
found sbout sixty per cent using only the catechism, and the
present survey noted only about tweaty-five per cent who used
it. kore of the men used the new {ype than the essay type
test,

About fifty per cent of the pastors helped their pupils

begin the memory selections, ©Several answered "sometimes,"

VISUAL AIDS

Blackboards and maps were the visual alds most in use by
the pastors., About fifty per cent of them used each of these
devices according to Mr, Koehler's survey. The number using
blaokboﬁrds and maps in the other two surveys was considerably -
higher, Piotures, movies, slides, and builetin boards were
some of the other visual aids in use,
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DISCIPLIRE

As a mesns of discipline most of the pastors reported
that they had a heart-to-heart talk with the pupil, relying
on the VWord as the power, According %o ¥r, Koehler's survey
about forty per ecent kept the children after school, but in
the other two surveys the number who did this was considerably
legss, GCome had the pupil write the "forgotten" lesson, and
cuite a few reported to the parents, though, most of them did
this only in extreme cases., None of the pastors used corporal

punighment,

TEACHER PREPARATION

About forty per cent of the pastors reported that they
had resd books on Christian education during the past year.
The number of books read ranged from one to four,

kr, Koehler reported that about thirty per cent of the
men subgecribed to periodicals im Christian education. In the
present survey a few more than that held subscriptions, and
Dr, Repp reported only about fifteen or twenty per cent who
subscribed to none at all. Concordis Theglozical lMonthly was
the periodical mentioned most often, and The Chrisgtizsp Parent
was also mentioned rather frequently,

On two of the guestionnaires a question was put to the
pastors asking them where they felt our church was deficient or

falling down, There were quite a few replies to this question.



QU

66
A number of the men mentioned that the post confirmation age
was not taken care of well, A few pastors stated that the
Sunday schools were falling down, and several said that our
training itself has not been what it should be, The home,
too, has often not done its job, a few remarked, and several
said, oddly enough, that we were falling down in our visual

aids, The rest of the answers were varied,



CHAPTER V
SULMARY

This chapter brings together in a few pages the results
end significant patterns found in comparing the three surveys.
It also raises a few questions, which might motivate the reader
to evaluate his own confirmation_instruction classes or to
delve more deeply into certain areas of his instruction,

On the whole, indoctrination was one of the major aims
of the pastors in confirmation instruotion, Freparing for
the future, either as a preparation for eternity or adult
Christian living also received a major emphasis, Freparation v
for the present life was not set as an aim by many pastors,
Quite a number mentioned communion attendance as an aim, but
this 2im wes not sought after nearly as often as many people-:
geem to think, Preparation for Christian living was listed
frequently under aims, It appeared from the reports on mis-
sion work, prayer, and study of the Scriptures that many pas-
tors taught more in these areas than they put into their aims,

Cooperation between the pastors and the home seemed to
be good, Most of the pastors visited the parents in the home
at one time or another., lany pastors spoke to them when they
came for communion announcement, and some met with the parents
as a group., Parents' nights, letters to the parents, sermons,
and articles in church bulletins and papers were some of the

other methods used to enlist the cooperation of the home,
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Report cards were not used very frequently, and, when they
were in use, there was no significant pattern in the way that
the children's work was judged., The question is often raised
whether or not report cards are a good means of Judging the
work of the pupils when they are used,

Two years of attendance at confirmation ilnstruction was
the general requirement, In most cases the junior and senior
classes were held together,

Eleven or twelve years was usually the minimum age for
entrance into the junlor class., COne pastor started the chil-
dren zlready at nine years of age, and several set thirteen
as their minimum age.

A surprisingly small number of wen regulred their pupils
to attend Sunday school for s designated period of time before
entering confimmation instruction. Perhaps the reason for this
wae that some had parochial echools and the pupils attended
there,

Thirteen years of age or eighth grade was the requirement
thet most pastors set for confirmation, Some of them set e~
leven as their minimum age, and one man said sixteen years of
age, but thirteen was mentioned most frequently. Generally,
the pastors had a g2t date for confirmation, Palm Sunday was
the day most often set aside,

There was no standard rule on prerequisites for children
who wished to be confirmed in one year, Attendance at paro-

chial school or Sunday school was often cited as & requirement
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but there was no uniform thinking on this matter,

The amount of time spent in instruction also varied
greatly. Instruction from September to Palm Sunday or into
ﬁhy was mentioned most frequently. Most classes were con-
ducted one, two, or three times & week, Saturday morning or
afterncon was usually spent in instruction by those who only
had one class a2 week, Quite a few of the men reported that
their instruction clagses lasted for onme hour each, but other
lengths of time were mentioned frequently also.

¥ost of the classes were taught by the pastors, In some
few cases a layman, a theological student, or a teacher in-
gtructed the class,

It was the exception to have a special place set aside
golely for confirmation instruction., Llost of the time parish
halls, church suditoriums, basements, and classrooms were put
to use,

The New Synodical catechism was used by most of the pas-
tors, : .

The lecture and question method or the cquestion and an=-
swer method were used most frequently for instruction, and
most of the men followed the order of the text, The deductive
method of instruction was in use in many parishes, UNost of
the men olaimed that they made certain the children understood
the purpose and value of materiel before they assigned it for
memoTy.

The number of proof passages to be committed to memory
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varied from almost none to about seven hundred. Host of the
pastors required vetween fifty and one hundred fifty., The
large number of passages which some pastors recuired raised
the question whether they actually did show the meaning, pur-
pose, and value of the material before they asked the pupils
to commit 1t to memory.

All six chief parts of Luther's catechism were set as a
uemory requirement by a majority of the pastors., The Chpigtian
Guestions and Angwers, the Table of Duties, and luther's morn-
ing and evening prayers were also required by some pastors.

By far the majority of the pastors did not require many an-
gwers in the catechism to be committed to memory,

A majority of the men required their puplls to know most
of the stories referred to in the text., Bible étory texthooks
were not commonly in use,. loet pastors required their pupils
to tell the Bible stories in their own words, KNone required
the stories to be told verbatim,

The pupils were expected to refer to the Bible for the
stories in most cases, snd many pastors drilled their puplls
in finding various passages in the Bible, Bible readings
were often assigned to supplement the lesson, and culte a few
men had their pupils reed designated portions unrelated to
the leason during the year. Not too many expected the puplls
to memorize psalms or other portions of the Bible,

Cn the whole, pastors urged their pupils to attend divine
services, and some made it obligatory for them to do so. About
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half of the men had means by which they encouraged the devo=-
tional life in their pupils, Those most commonly in use were:
assigning prayers to write, having pupils choose and read
Blble selections for the confirmation devotions, having the
pupils select the hymn for the confirmation devotion, and
having the pupils lead the prayer. About half of the pastors
expected the pupils to give reports on the sermons, Usually
these reports were given orally,

Few pastors recuired their pupils to read extra books
at home, Some of the pastors complemented their programs
with scrapbooks, workbooks, and projects, However, for the
most part, not too many pastors required supplementary work
done outside the classroom,

In order to enrich the curriculum a number of men taught
lessong on liturgical practice, church history, synodical or-
ganizatione and their work, missions and mission methods, and
church practice. A few made use of the field trip.

4 number of the men used written tests to judge the knowle
edge of their pupils, The new type test was in more gemeral
use than the essay type test,

About half of the pastors helped their pupils begin mem-
ory selections, Several others answered "sometimes,"

Blackboards and meps were the visual aids in most general
ugse., A few other types of visual alds were used, but the num-
ber of men using them was not significant,

Some of the means of discipline were a heart-to-heart
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talk with the pupil, relyinz on the Word as & power; keeping
the childrea after school; writing the "forgotten" lesson;
and reporting to the parents, The heart-to-heart talk with
the pupll was most generally used, Corporal punishment was
practiced by none of the pastors.

A number of the pastors repa;ted that they rezd books
on Christian education and subscribed to periodiczls as part
of their preparation. Concordis Theological Monthly and The
Christian Parent were mentioned most frequently,

Many of the men felt that our church was deficient in
caring for children in the post confirmation age. A number
said that the Sunday school was falling down, Several re-
marked that our training has not been what it should be, The
home was blamed for deficiencies in a few cases, and several
mentioned that they thought the visual alds program was defi-
cient.

Throughout the three surveys one fact stood out above
all others, that in many cases there was no uniform practice
or method, Every pastor seemed to have his own ideas and used
them in his own way., It was difficult to find general pate
terns at times because ofteﬂ there were none,

Several questions were reised in the mind of the author
while going through these surveys. In closing they are placed
below for the consideration of the reader:

1, Were the aims set forth either too high or too low?
2, Could the aims be improved?
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Di@ the men alwaye have definite aims?

Vihat methods of approach were used in speaking to
the parents and gaining home cooperation?

flow many times per year did the pastors who said

~that they visited the homes actually do so?

Can the Sunday school and parochial school children
rightly be placed in the same class?

Do the parochial school children aleo need two years
of instruction?

What type of program could be devised for those who
attend for only one year?

Is there any way to work out an alternate course so
that those pastors who have the two classes meet
together ocould teach the material with a different
epproach every other year?

Could more laymen or teachers be used to instruct
the junior class in some places and, thus, ensbis
the pastor to teach the genior class in a different
way than the junior?

Could more churches set aside a speclal room for
confirmation instruction that would be condusive

to better work?

Could pastors use the Bible more and other helps
less?



APPENDIX A
THE QUESTIONFAIRE

Puzpose: To make a survey of the confirmation instruction
of the churches,

SECTION I
Hame of congregation, Looatioﬁ_,
Your name Date

SECTION II AIiS

What are the results you wish to achieve in the children
through confirmation instruction? What are your aims?

SECTIOR III HOMT COOPERATION

&, Do you establish contact with and cooperation of parents
by:
1, Holding a meeting with the parents as a group?
3. Speaking to them when they come for communion zne-
nouncement?______
. Visiting them individually in the homes?
. Other efforts used to enlist cooperation
(If 4, please elaborate)

W 02

B, Do you keep in contact with the home by report cards?
Yesg Ho,
If yes, how are pupils judged?
How graded? By marks, percentage, essay report,
(Please underline)
If possible please enclose o report caxd,
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SECTION IV

How many years do pupils attend confirmation ¢lasses be-

fore they are confirmed? _____

iIf they meet for more than one year, do they meet sepa-

rately?t

SECTION V REQUIREMENTS

For the junior confirmation class.

1, fgat is your minimum age?______, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,
3. Aré parochial school children required to attend?
Yes No If no, do they attend all 5

soue, , BORE_____,

Are children required to attend Sunday school for
any designated periodt? Yes No If yes,
please state period ______

Are there any other requirements to be met before
the children are accepted?

For the senior confirmation elass.

i,
2.

What és the winlmun zge for confirmation? e
13, 1 14

ﬁo'you’havé a et date for confirmation? Yes
ifo i1f yes, when? Palm Sunday, Pentecost,
If no, how do you decice?

For those who attend confirmation instruction for
only one year, what prerequisites are necessary?
a, Attend parochial school______ How long?
b, Attend Sunday school_____ How long?
¢, Other:
Do parcchial and Sunday school children attend as
one groupf_____

SECTICK VI TINE

For the junior confirmation class.

i,

3.

Clagss meets January, February, March, April, Hay,
June, July, August, September, October, Novemper,
December. (Please circle months olass meets.)
Class meets on Sunday, lionday, Tuesday, “ednesday,
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, {cirele)

» One, two, three, four, _____
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3, C1 begi ‘el AM,
L pedbent bl ot b

B, Tor the senior confirmation class,
1, Class meets with the juniors Yoq___aa No If no:
a, Class meets January, February, llarch, April, May,
June, July, August, September, Ootober, November,
December, (FPlease circle months,)
b. Class meets on Sunday, londay, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, Friday, Saturday,
¢, Class begin o'clook }A.H.) (P.M,) and ends
O'clook . -) (Pouo

Pfill)l')

SECTION VII INSTRUCTOR

A, The junior class is taught by pastor, assistant pastor,
teacher, student, layman, _____..

B, The senior clase is taugﬂt by pastor, assistant pastor,
teacher, student, layman, :

SECTION VIII PLACE

A, The junior class meets in church auditorium, classroom,
gg:ish hall, study, room in house, .

gsenior class meets in church auaitorium. classroom,
parish hall, study, room in house,

SECTION IX CURRICULUM

A, Catechism
1, For the junior clase
a. I use the text: Gausewitz, Schwan, New Synodical,

Kurth's QW Helpg, Drewes, ______.
b. i oo:ﬁuot the co rnatian'inatruoitons accord-
02 :
n? Question and answer method A
. Topic discussion meth

3, Problem and solution method _ .
4, Lecture and question method___ .
6 o

et

3
5, Combination of, and

Ce In.teaohIEE T follow:
1, The oxder of the text____.. If any omissions

s
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2. 4n orxder closely following the church year

d. 4n order of my own choosing_____.. If so
please explain__ __ ..
d, In exposition of the text I:
1, Firet explain the answer to the question
‘and then the proof passages (Deduetive)

3. Ftrat.atudy the proof passages end then de= .
rive the answer to the question (Inductive)

e, Before aasigning %he material to be memoriged I
make certain they understand the meaning of it.

Yeg No

f. Before assipning magterial I show the purpose and
value of it, Yeg _ No

g. I require approximately____proof passages to be
memori ged,

h, I require the following parts of the catechism
$0 be memorigzed:
1, Chief parts: firast, second, third, fourth,
£ifth, sixth,
3. Ohrlstlnn questions and answers,
3. Table of duties,
4, Luther's morning and evening prayers,
i, I require about_____answers in the catechism to
be memoriged, :
2., TFor the senior class

a. 1 use the text: Gausewitz, Drewee, Schwan, New
Synodical, Kurth's nggghgitggl ﬂgifg, i
b. 1 conduct the confirmation instruction accord-
ing to:
1, GQuestion and agnswer method ____.
3. Topic discussion me -
3. Froblem and solution method _____.
4, Lecture and question method_____.
5. Combination of and A

6. . ()
6. In tesching 1 follow: 3
1. The order of the text_____.. If any omissions

3. An oraer closely following the church year

3. 4An order of my own choosing __. If so
please explain,
d, In exposition of the text I:
1, First explain the answer to the guestion
and then the proof passages (Deductive)

3, First study the proof passages and then
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derive the answer to the cuestion (Inductive)

e. ore aasfgning material to be memorized I make
certain they understand the meaning of it. Yes

: No : .
£. Before assigning material I show the purpose and
value of 1t, Yeg_____ Fo
g 1I :quira approximately____proof passages mem-
orized, '
h, 1 require the following parts of the catechism
to be memoriged:
1, Chief parta: first, second, third, fourth,
£4f£¢h, sixth,
2., Christian questions and answers,
3. Table of duties.
4, Luther's morning and evening prayers,
i, I require about_____2nswers in the catechism to
be memoriged,
Bibles stories
For the junior olass:
a. Jhey are expected to know most of the stories
found in the text, Yesg Ko :
b. Do you use a Bible story textbook? Yes Yo

If 90 state ahtdhr____.
P .
¢, Pupils are expected to tell any of the Bible
: s{origs:b 0 i
. Vverbatl
3. In their own words _____
3, Hot at all : ‘
For the seniox class :
a. They are expected to know most of the stories
found in the text, Ye No
b. Do you uge a Blble story oxtbook? Yes Fo
e If so state which___.
c. Fupils are expected to tell any of the Bible

stories:
1, Verbatim __ ___
2., In their own words ___

3, Not at all ______
Bible

For the junior class
a. Pupils are expected to refer to the Bible for

the stories, Ye No,
b. Pupils are given Grill in finding various pas-

sages in the Bible, Yes No
¢, They are assigned Bible readings to supplement
the leasson, Yes No ;

d, They are expected to read designated portions
of the Bible (unrelated to the lesson) during
the year, Yes No,
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D, TVorship

1, For the junior class

a.

b,

C.

3. For
2.

b,
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They are expected to memorige_. __vpselms, other
;l:.grtlona (as Isaiah 63), Yes_____ Fo

$ ey are ltixp«uw.ed to name the books of the Bible,
eg______ Ko

the senior class

Fupils are expected to refer to the Bible for

the stories, Yes __ __No__..

Fupils are given drill in finding various pase

sagee in the Bible, Yeg No, :

They are aesigned Bible readings to supplement

the lesson, ¥e No

They axe expected %o reed cesignated portions

of the Bible (unrelated to the lesson) during

bl Ye&t Th st elms, oth
ey are expected %o .memorize____ _psalms, other

portions (us Isaleh 63), Yes_____ No___._

hey are expected to name the books of the Bible,

Yeq (R ¢

They are tought to remember the places of ______

paessages, a8 follows: "John 3:1€ Cod so loved

thq HOI'Z. "...“ "'."-.’

They are urged, obligeted, . to attend churech,

(undezline)

They are encouraged to devotional 1life by:

1, Assigned prayers to write, :

8, Being allowed to select the Bible selection
for confirmation devotion.___.__.

3. Being allowed %o select hvmn for confirma-
tion devotion,

4, Leading the prayer____, reading the Sorip- -
ture selection.

5.

They aré expected to give a brief repori cn ser-
mons, Yes No If so how many?
Oral or written? :

Other ways to encourage worship life:

the senior class

They are urged, obligated, __ to attend chureh.

u:;egem::)xéouraged to devotional 1ife by:
3 33?:?312533’ X er G BIR1e selestice
3. ﬁfu?ﬁﬁ%‘g g::::togm:r confirma~
4, ::31:?:::0:}5&;_. reading the
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Seripture selection._

¢, They are expeoted to glve a brief report on ser-
wmong, Yes_____ Fo If so how menyl____
Oral or written? _____

d. Other ways to encourage worship life:

E, DMiscellaneous
1, Foxr the jumior class
a, Do you require extra bcoks to be read at home?
Yeg No,_ If so which?
b, Do you complement the gro Tam with projects
( scrapbooks, workbooks f so please explain

e. Tn addition to Bible history and catechism do
you include lessons or part of a lesson ons
1, Liturgical practice? How many?
. Shurch histozy? How many? -
. Synodicel orgenizations and their work?
35 . How many? ___
. Mispions and mission methods?

many?

5, Church practice? How many?

d. Do you inolude anything else to enrich the cure
riculum? :

2, For the genior class -

a. Do you require extra books to be read at home?
Yegq No If so whieh?,

b. Do you complement the program with projects
{ scrapbooks, wor!:booka? If so please explealn

¢, 1In addition o Bible history and catechism do
you include lessons or part of a lesson on:
1, Liturgical practice? How many?_____
2. . Church history? How many?___
3. Synodical organigations and thelr work?
How many?

o G

How

4. ﬁiseirms and mission methoda? How
many .
: 5. Church practice? How many?_____
d. Do you include gnything slse to enrich the cure
riculum?

SECTICN X GENERAL METHODS

A, Do you use written tests? Yes No
B, In testing pupil's knowledge do you:
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1, Use only the catechism? ' Yesg
3, Use your judgment of the pu 11 ] abilltyr Yel

No, f yes what type of tost do you use? Esaay,‘
Wew type (true and false, mltiple choice) .
(underiine
c, {2 rscitation you do, d0 not help the pupil degin, (under-
ne ;
D, Vhat vizual aids are in uge?
1, Blackbeazd 4, Slides 7. Objects and models
3. leps 5. Hovies A letin boards
3, Pictures 6, HRecordings

E, 1If lesson is not studied, the discinline uged 1s.
. Keeping after class to study_____ .

Writing the "forgotten" lesaon_____
Corporal punishment
Report to parents
Heprteto-heart talk w Tth the pupil, relying on the
Word asg the power_____ .

Nome__ .

32 CH:PQQNH

SECTION XI TEACEER PREPARATION

. 1 have read books on Christian education this year,
I subscribe to______perioficals on Christien education,
(Flease list if you are subsecribing.)

o >
[ ]

SECTICH XIIX

Do you feel that there is any ares of Christian education of
the child in whioh we as & church are deficient or falling
down?



APFENDIX B

LETTER SENT TO THE PASTORS

430 Downer Flace
Aurora, Illinois
October 2, 1€80

Dear Pastor:

You are by now, no doubt, again well into the fall season
of church work, quore the festive season of the church year
gete in again, I wonder if you would give me about twenty mine
utes of your time.

Enclosed in the same envelope with this letter you will
find a questionnalire, It deals with confirmation instructions
and methods, The purpose of the questionnaire is to make a
survey of the confirmation instructions in our Lutheran parishes,

I hope to use the results of this survey to write a Bach-
elor of Divinity thesis when I return to the seminary next
year, 1 would not take your time except for the fact that
there is not much material available on the subject, so I must
go to you as an original source,

Although this questicnnaire seems rather long, you will
find that 1t is quite simple to fill out and will not take
much of your time, HKost of the questions can be answered by
circling, underlining, or checking,

If possible please fill out this questionnaire and return
it to me in the next two weeks (October fifteenth). I shall
be happy to send you a fectual tabulation of this survey if
you wigsh, Thank you for your help,

Gratefully yours,

Paul K, Koepochen, vicar



APPENDIX C
AHSWERS TC THE QUESTION ON AlS

A pastor in a large congregation in Northern Nebraska

answered;

Use every minute of the instruction periods to prepare
them to be communicant members, (What does this mean?)
for life and for eternity. bkost of our children are pue
nile in our Christian day school. (W%hy?)

A pastor in a failrly large eastern congregation answered:

That the child wmight have a personal conviction of sin

and the need for God's grace in Christ, obtained by heav-

enly Grace; that he might become & productive member in

the Kingdom of God,

4 pastor in the Southern District with a medium-sized
congregatlén gtated: | | |

To prepare the child for a proper reception of the Lord's

Supper and to imstill therewith a2 nrofound. anéd lasting

interest in the VWord of Life, :

A pastor in & small congregetion in the Southeastern Dig-
trict replied: . |

Ky aim in confirmation instruction is to inculcate into

the child a knowledge of Christian fundamentals, that it
may grow up to be an intelligent Christian man or woman,

Liiimlgsiliin

4 pastor in a medium-sized ocongregation in Northern Wig-

consin wrote:

Aims: Sound indoctrination of the six chief Christian
‘ teachings, especlally Articles two and three of
the Creed,

Results: Firm faith in the Savior for salvation and joy
to "walk in Hip ways" as the outlet and expres-
gion of such faith,

Al
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& pastor in a large Kansas congregation wrote:
A steadfast functional Ohristianity,
A pasgtor in a umedium-sized congregation in the Southern
Digtrict eaid:

1, To give them a consecrated knowledge of CGod's truth
and to confirm their faith through the power of CGod
unto salvation, CGod's Word, To give them the strength
and the power of a true consecrated Christian life,

3, To instill ag much as possible of Ged's Vord inte
thelr hearts and lives,

& pastor ia o mediumesized congregation in the Atlantic

Digtrict answered:
i, Invelligent participation in the life of the ecolesia,
2. Tnidemonatra%e the orthodoxy and authority of Luther-
and g, ‘

& pastor of a large congregation on the west coast stated:

. Fersonal faith in Christ as Savior,
o Ohristian life,

Enowledge of Scriitu:e doctrines,
Hemorization ¢f Bible gems,

i €2 D gt
. o

A pastor of a large congregation in morthern Visconsia
stated:

To thoroughly indootrinate them in the Chrigtian faith,
prepare them for a sslutary use of the Lord's Supper,
and for consecrated gervice in the chureh,

A pastor of a medium-sized Hinnesota congregation wrote:

To know the fundamentals of doctrine, Be able to expound
and gefepd their faith, By text, proof, To encourage to
1ive your religion, Quig your parents. Telk to your rel-
atives, Tell your sponsors about your course in religion.
(lot courage to speak to the unchurched Aunt or Uncle, ete,

A pastor of a fairly smell Texas congregation replied:

1. Furtherance in Christian knowledge and life,
3. Preparation for Holy Oommunion,
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3., Preparation for adult church membership.
& pastor of e small congregation in the Southerm Dig-
trict answered:

Bring the child into a living and intelligent feliow-
ship with Christ, ve ok

A pastor of a medium-sized congregation in the Atlantie
District wrote:

To keep the child in the Kingdom of Grace for the Hinge
dom of Glory.

& pastor in a medium~-slzed congregation in the Southe
castem District salds A

1, & basic understanding of Christianity,

&, & regpon for loyalty to the Savior and His church,

S, Establishment of a personal, friendly releticnship
between child and pastoxr,

& pagtor of a fairly small congregetion in the Southe
eastern District snswered:

i1, To impart & minimum of knowledge necessary for come
munion attendance,

2. To prepare them for adult living-adolescent years up-
ward,

3, To give them a foundation for future growth in Bible
knowledge by continued study, ete,

4, To help save thelr souls by instruotion in the Voxd,

4 pastor with a fairly small congregation in the Central

District replied:

1, A thorough indootrination in the fundamentals of
Christianity according to divine command,

3. To make their church nembership meaningful by awaken-
ing in them a responsibility for building and maintain-
t?s a church sound in dootrine and Soriptural in prace

ce, '

3., Building their Christian characters for Christian live

1nf as a service to God,

Building Christian oitizens.
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A pastor in a small congregation in the Southern District

stated:

Conviction of salvation in Christ and a desire for growth

in grace, Confessionally-that ocur church's confessions

:re not based on rationalism which leads to traditional-
m.

A pastor in a mediumw-sized congregation in the Michigan

District answered:

nois

2 Timothy 3:15-17
1., An understanding of Christian doctrine and its
relation to life,
3, lemoriging a considerable portion of Scripture
for future pondering.
3. Inculcating regular devotional habits.

A pastor in a small Oklahoma parish replied:

S¢rengthening them in faith in Christ,
Strengthening them in 1life in Christ,

A pastor in a mediumesized congregation in northern Illi-
answered:

1, Frepare them to properly gxamipe themselves for worthy
comminion participation,

2. To give'them a foundation upon whieh to
build their Christian lives,

3., To increase in them the joy of their salvation in
Christ Jesus. :

A pastor in a medium-gized congregation in the Iowa Dis-

trict Vegt stated:

To strengthen their faith in Christ, Give them a good
foundation of Christian knowledge, Prepare them for a
Christian life and good church membership, as well as
prepare them for receiving the Sacraments,

A pastor in a small congregation on the east coast replied:

Above all to teach the children the way to heaven, to mske
them love Jesus and instill zeal in them to tell others
about the Savier and His love,
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A pastor of a medium-gized Kansas congregation wrote:

i aim to deepen the knowledge and understanding of the

children concerning Scriptural truths, and to help make

their porsonal faith functional in daily 1ife.

A pastor of 2 nedium-eized congregation in Cklahoma stat-
ed: _

The use by the individual of Soripture alone,

A pastor of a fairly small congregation in northern Illi-
nois replied:

We aim to increase their Christian knowledge and under-

standing. Ve wish to have them become liv Christians

who dailly practice their falth in Jesus,

A pastor of a falrly emall congregation in the Colorado

District reported:

Almg: Eternal life,
Results: Make believing Christians, _

A pastor of a small ocongregation in the Minnesota District

wrote: _
To mgke a 1mgression of the Christian faith and
1ife on the ¢ . +To make him an active Chrigtian and

& participating ¢hirch member,
A pastor of a mission in Central Illinois said:

A thorough knowledge of the mail dootrines of the Bible,
Bible history, and practical knowledge of doctrine ap-
plied to common living, :



APPENDIX D

SUGGESTIONS FOR I!EEQYIRGCOHRISTIAﬁ EDUCATION

The pastors felt that the church was deficient or falle
ing down in the following areas:

1, In Sunday school.

3. In confirmation instruction,

3., lethods and materials are good, could be put to bet-
tex use, faocllities could stanﬁ improvement; time

factor {s always bothersome,

geiond t?gaggnzirmatlog gge. %

ot qual 0 pass judgment,

General atandands,

Falling down in the attempt to get the home to live

the religion taught in confirmation, The home in

ggm places is the direct opposite of what it should

~3 30>
e s 0 o

8. It will te easier to get truths across to juniors
more effectively when the proposed intermediate cate
echism and workbook is out, e arrangement, content,
and language is much too complex for juniors in the

resent synodical catechism,

9. In instilling an appreciation for the greatness of
our salvation,

10, Training is too mechanical and legalistiec,

il, Ve are not, by and large, succeediag in train
children in the dgily devotional use of the Bible,
With too mang Ohristian education ceases with con-
firmation, while it should be a life-long process.

12, In the application of "knowledge" to "1ife," for ex-
ample, personal mission endeavors, :

13, The post confirmation period should receive more at-
tention,

14, How to translate knowledge into action,

15, Teaching them the joys, privileges, and meaning of
worship and an sppreciation of our 1liturgy.

16, The Sunday school literature completely lacks Bible
integration of the ochild. We use the Bible in Sun
day school work from the juniors to the seniors.

17, Deficienocy after confirmation,

18, Our church has made progress far beyond the ability
of some of us to keep up. I notice my own backward-
ness, particularly in visual aids,

19, In thorough indoctrination,




20,

al,
a3,
a3,
24,

26,

28.
a7,

89

e confirm too young; are working on 2 solution to
extend more formal and disciplined indootrination
farther into the 1life ags of the pupil,

Generally speaking, & thorough knowledge of the Bible,
No ideas on the ma%ter.

In a comprehensive Sunday school periodical for all
gradee, primayry to senlor, issued every week,

liijght memorige more texts-so we can define our Bible
position better,

A greater emphasis eshould be placed on the subjeoct,

"My Church and Others" so that the pupil becomes con-
vinced from & study of other churchés that the Lutheran
Church is the true teaching church,

In the Eest we have few or no parochial schools,

The church hes fallen down, not in intellectusl pres-
entation ané grasp of church doctrine, but in emotional
content end the outcome from such knowledge,
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