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in wind for preparing the youth for confirmation, In thirty.
one junior classes the pastor taught, while in eleven the
parochlal scheol teacher wae the instructor, In one case the
pastor and the teacher both instructed the juniors, and in
one other ocase the pastor and a layren,

The pastor taught the genior class in every case except
one, where the teacher assieted him,

The person chosen as teacher, then, was well gualified

to instruct the children for confirmation,
PLACE

Although some parishes have a special room set aside
especially for confirmation instruction, this was not the
case in any of the parishes contacted on the questiormnaire,

In the junior division seven pastors held their classes
in the church auditorxium, nine in a olassroom, fourteen in
the parish hall, three in the church basement, one in the
church parlors, and two in a committee room,

Seven pastors in the senior division held their classes
in the church suditorium, eleven in a classroom, fourteen
in the parish hall, four in the church basement, one in the
church parlors, and two in & committee room,

It appears that the pastors used whatever rooms were
aveilable to instruct their confirmation classes, Many used
very large rooms even though the size of their classes did

not make this necessary.
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CURRICULUM

The question on curriculum took in all the planned
activities of the pastors for their olasaee; both in the

classroom and outside of it.

JUNIOR CLLAD

Text In the majority of the ?arishes the pastors made

use of iths ﬁgnggigg;,ﬁgjgghiggé in instructing their juniors.
The various catechisms were in use as follows!
Synodical - 33
Eurth a - B
Schwan - 4

1
In teaching the juniors thirty-two followed the order of

liemory Course?

the tert, Two men omitted occasional Bible passages or such
meterial as they felt tc be beyond the comprehension of the
clegs, Four men used an oycder of their own cheoosing., These

wvere as follows:

E . Louia. %oncordia Publtahing Honse, g *3)

5E:cw1n Kurth, Catechetical Helps (Brooklym The Studio

Press, ©.1935).
6

Schwen, AS Exzpogition of Dr, i Lutherls
Small cagegh;gm . Louis: Concordia Fublishing House, 1913).

"rilliam A, Kramer, _ggg;x‘ggnxgg (8t. Louis: Concordia
Fublishing House, 1044),



28
& The sacrament of baptism, prayer, the creed, the
Lord's Table, the ten commandments,
i1, The Bible, the oreed, sacraments, commandments,
grayer, the office of the keys,
11X, hirty-six units of one week each,
iv, The Sunday school was expected to give the basis
ggghthe decalogue, and then the pastor followed
2
a. use of the Bible,
b. the doctrines of the life of Christ, the
church, the sacraments.
¢. the church services-Communion, Matins,
Vegpers, Litany, etc,

e ) Very often the methods used by the teacher
determined, %o a great extent, the amount of material com-
prehended by the puplls, The methods used in junior class
ingtruction varied a good deal among the different pastors.,
Five used the question and answer method, one the lecture
and cuestion method, fourteen a combination of the two, two
the above methods plus a topic discusgion., Others used com-
binations of the methods mentioned sbove plus the problem
and solution method,

Twenty=-two of the pastors used the deductive methed in
the exposition of the text, first explaining the answer to
the gquestion and then treating the proof passages. Four of
the men used the inductive method, first studying the proof
passages and then deriving the answer to the question., Both
methods were used at different times by five of the pastors,

Before assigning the material to be memorized thirty.ano'
pastors made certain that the children understood the meaning
of it. Three pastors said that they did not do this, Twenty-

nine pastors showed the purpose and value of the material
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before assigning 1%, but three did not, .

Proof pagsaces memopized The number of proof passages
to be memoriged by the juniors showed a wide variance in
thinking on the part of the pastors, . They ranged from two
to over seven hundred passages and broke down as follows: :

101-300 - 8

301-300 « 1

201500 = 1

501600 « 0

801-703 - 23
The average number of pagsages to be memorized by the juniors
wag between one and two hundred, and the median was about one
hundred, In addition to these figures two men stated that
they were uncertaln as to thelr exact requirements, %two meén
required all the passages in the Synodical Catechism memo-
rigzed, two men expected the lemory Course requirements, one
said "one in ezach section under each question," and one an-
swared "as many as required for the part,”

Porta of the gatechigm memorized The pastors required
different smounts and parts of the ce.utechiam to be memorized
by the Junicrs. Twenty-nine pastors required that the six
chief parts of Luther's Catechism be comuitted to memory.

Five requiged part of the chief parts to be memorized, Twelve
men expected the Christisn Cuegtiong gnd Angwexs to be memo- |
rized, Eight required the Igble of Dutieg; two required part
of the Table of Duties memorized., Twelve assigned Luther's
worning and evening prayers to be committed to memory.
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Suestions in the eatechism Here again there was & wide
range in the recuirements of the pastors, The number of
guestione and answers o be committed to memory by the juniors
vas as follows:_

| 0- 50 - 18

101-180 = £

151200 « 2

201-250 « O

S01-350 = 3
The number of catechism anéwera to te committed to memory by
the junlors ranged from none to three hundred thirty-cne.
logt of the pastors recuired less than fifty, and five men
required none, 1f those who demanded 2 great many answerse
%o be learned did no more than have the children memorize
them, the question msy be raised whether the pastors vho re-
guired no passages %o be memorized but had the children exe-
plain the truthe in their owmn words were not much farther
shead pedegogically,

Ten of the men who snswered this questionnaire had paro-
chial schooles, and all of their pupils attended confirmation
ingtruction for two years., Froam the way théy answerad the
guestionnaire, it secuwed that they did not take any previous
memory work for granted when the children began instruction,

To the guestion whether the pastor expected »salmsg to
be memorized by his junilors, six men answered "yes,” three
expected six psalms memorized, one expected two, two expected

three, and one expected four, Three men seid that they
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required none to be memorized, 2ixteen pastors required
other portions, such as Isaiah 83 to be memorized; fifteen
did not. Thirty-one pastors requiryed the juniors to memoe
rige the names of the books of the Bible; two did not; one
only the books of the lew Testament. ‘

Eible giorleg Many pastors taught Bible stories in
order ©o help their puplils become better acqualnted with
¢ertain parts of the Blble and make it more meaningful and
living for them, Twenty-slx pastors expected moet of the
stories in the text to bLe kmown; eight did not, Cne required
that the junlors know &ll the stories, Twelve used a Bible
story textbook; twenty-one used none, Two of these uged
=hile Eletory mwmmm five idyanced
Higtozy,® two One Hundxed Bible Stories,19 twe
ngn;ghgnglgg,ll one Egermeier,}? Twenty-five men expected

he pupils to t2ll the Eible stories in thelr own words; one

did not expect them to tell the stories at all., Hone of the

SBiple H for Poroghizl and 8 Sehogle
(st. Louis: Concordia rubliqhing House, 1907

®A. €. Stellhorn Histoxy (st, Louis:
Concordia Publiehing ﬁouse, ¢u36

10,
#illjam A, Kramer, ed., Ope Hu d Stoxies
(8%, Louis: Concordia Pﬁblisﬁing Houae, 1935 §

IICEE:IEQ ensive e History (S, Louis: Concordia
ruovlishing House, 1913 ’

1321919 E, Egermeler, Bible Stoyy Book (St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, 1987)
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pastors expected the Bible stories to be told verbatim,

. The number of men who expected their juniors to become
acquelnted with the BEible stories wee good if they showed
them the purpose for this., It was significant that ncne of
the pastore expected thelr pupils to learn the Blble storiles
verbatin,

Bible ©ince the Vierd of God is the basis of &lli Christian
teaching, the answers to the guestion concerning the use of
the Bivle in the clasg were very important, Thirty pastors
expected the puplls to refer to the bitle for the stories;
four pastors did not., In thirty-{ive parishes the pastors
arilled the pupils in finding various passages in the 3ible,
s one pastor @id not., Twenly-three assigned Bivle readings
to the junicrs to supplement the leseon, but team 4id not, '
Turing the yeur eighteen men expected the juniors to read
decignated portions of the Bible unrelated to the lesson,
Thirteen men eet up no such reguirements,

Yorship TVorship is a very important part of the life
of the Chrietien., Therefore, many pastors had special lessons
devoted to encouraging devotional 1ife,

Pegtors in twenty-three junior classes urged church ate
tendance; twelve made it obligatery; two answered "both," Teo
encourage éevotional_life four wen assigned the writing of
prayers, one pastor allowed the pupils to select the hymn for
the usual confirmation devotions, four allowed the pupils to

read the Scripture selection, Seventeen pastors used different
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combinations including the methods given above plus having
the nupll seiect the Scripture rsading or lead the prayer,
Uthers sald that they encouraged devotional life by heving
the juniors attend Bible clmss with their parents, and by
urging and esplaining how to lead a devotlonal life, Twenty=
eix required a brief report on the sermon; eight did not,

The anumber of sermon reports recuire

£
=
oV
@
an

e
O @k

iz

all sermons
L8Ny sermon
occasionally

DO b= O bt et D B

tt ettt

Ten required theee reporté to be oral; four written; and
five men answered "both,"

Uther methods used by the pastors to encourage devotional
1ife were: devotions in the home; attendance at Sundey morning
Bible class; regular lMatins service each Vednesday morning
for the entire school, where the boys of the class served as
acolytes; invite othersjy txain boys as acolytes and girls for
the liturgical choirj lead in family devotions; stressing the
third commandment whenever there was an opportunity; using the
devoﬁional booklets; and Bible reading at hone,

lEigcellaneous A number of the pastors desired to enrich
or complement the program of their classes and used various
means, FEleven pastors recuired the juriors to read extra books

at home, Twenty-four did not, The books required were:
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migsion histories, a bock on Luther, The Story of Luther!® vy
Polack, a work on Reformation history, Livinz mith Luther, 14
iy Church and Others,15 The Cuest by L. Bauer,l® ly Vinevazd
by D, H, 3char1emann.17 and articles or chapters from supplee-
mentary works, such as Ihe Abidinz ¥ord. 18

The junior program was complemented with projects, scrap-
books, or workbooks by nineteen pastors, Six men did not use
any such material., Three men used scrapbooks, and ten used
workbooks. Those in use were: .ghg,ﬁgg'kizg by Boettcher,1®
filmstrips, memory work serapbooks, Exerciseg in Bible History
by llertz and $1ems,3°_ Livinz God's ¥Word by Jiede,31 notebooks

13y, 6. Polack, Thglgxgzx‘g§ Luther (8t. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, 1931),

145 M, weidenschilling, %m?g zith Luther (St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, ©,1945).

155, 7, Mueller, _uizgm and Others (St. Louis:
Fudolph Valkening, 19826). .

181‘. Bauer, The Suegt (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing
House, 1945).

1713. H. Scharlemann, My Vinevard (8t. Louis: Concordies
Publishing House, c.1946),

18Theodore Laetsch, ed, Ig.? Abjdine ¥ord (St, Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, 194 .

191-1. J, Boettoher IMM.!M (8t. Louis: Concordia
Publishing House, 1950).

20y, Mertz and VW, A, Siems, Exerciges in Bible History
(St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1938).

2lEqwin A, Jiede, Living God's Word (Brooklyn: The
Studio Press, 1947).
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with assignments, Learninzg and Livipe, the synodical workbook

achievement teste, Foehler's Prozresg Tests gon Luther's Small
Catechism, summary of each reading, notes on the catechism,

vocabulary, scrapbooks on the section illustrated with pie-
tures,

In addition to Bible history and catechism twenty-siz
pastors included lescons on liturgical practice, ranging from
cne lesson to a part of every one, Twenty-two had lessons on
church history, ranging from one a year to two a week, Twenty=-
four had lessons on synodical orgenizations and their work,
ranging from one-half a lesson to six lessons & year. Eight-
een pastors tzught lessons on missions and misslon methods,
ranging from one to all lessons, Uineteen men had lessons
on church practice, ranging from one-~half a lesson a year to
one g month, OCther things that the pastors used to enrich
the curriculunm were: eupervised tours to other churches,
weekly experiences on the part of the students, singing and
hymn study, manual projects, such as bulletinm folding, etec.,
kodachromes on the service and architecture, the Augsburg
Confegsion, current articles in church and daily papers, hym-
nology, filmstrips on the c&teohtsm, duplicated quizges, vis-
‘ual aide, the liturgical service explained with the third

commandment., One pastdr's answer wae eimply "not much,.”

SENIOR CLASS

Text The curriculum for the senior classes showed that
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the pastors did not follow exactly the same methods and mate-
rials for them as they dié for the juniors, The various cate

echisme in use were g8 followe:

Synodical - 33
Kurth - B8
Schwan - 4
Leaming and Living - 1

For the most part the same oatechisms were in use in the
senior division as in the junior. Cne more pastér used the
Synodical Catechigm for the seniorﬁ, znd three more used
Kurth, y :

hg with the juniors, thirty-three men followed the order
of the text; two omitted occasional Hible passages or placed
the teaching of the Lord's Prayer after Holy Communion,

Again, as with the juniors, four pastors followed an
order of their own 6hoosing in instructing their seniors,
One of these followed the order: the doctrine of God, sin,
the Law and Gospel, Confession, the Sacraments, and Prayer,
The other three were the same as two, three, and four under
the Juniors.za |

liethods The seme methods of instruction were used ia
the senior élass as in the junior, 1In the senior division
four paétors conducted confirmation instruction according to
the question and answer method, two according to the lecture

and question‘method. Eleven used a combination of the two in

aam. p. a7,
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their eenior clasg; three used the question and snswer method
plus the topic diecussion method, Three men combined the
topic discussion wethod, the procblem and solutioa method, snd
the lecture and gquestion method, Twelve other pastors used
different combinations of thece methoas. The methods used
with the seniors, in short, were about the same as thone used
with the Jjuniors, though there were & few minor changes,

The waye in which the pastois made an explanatior of the
text to the senior class varied a little from that of the
Juniors, Twenty-three men used the deductive method, and five
made uee of the 1nductivé method., Eight pastors made use of
& combination of both methode in thelir senior class,

in assigning waterlal to the eeniors to be memorized,
thirty-three pastors mede certain that the pupils understood
the mesning of it, and two did not, There was a little bet-
ter average in this matter in tﬁe senior class than in the
junior, To the question as to whether the pastors showed the
purpcse and value of material before assigning it, the average
in the affiémative was also somewhat better among the seniors
than aﬁong the junior group. Thirty pastors answered "yes"
to this question; one said "no.* l

Eroof pagspces memorized In the wemory work assigned
to the seniors the number of passages to be memorized ine

creaged in some cases and was as follows:
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1-100 - 11
101-200 « 9
801-300 - 3
301-400 - 2
401-5C0 - 4
501-800 - O
601-700 - 1

The average number of passeges to be memorized by the seniors
wes about one hundred seventy-five, and the median was one
hundred fifty, In addlition to these figures two men stated
that they were uncertain as to their exact requirements, one
wan stated one-quarter, one seld seventy per cent, two ex-
pected all the passages in the Memogpy Course to be coumitted
to memory, and one sald as many passages 28 he thought neces-
sary for the point.

gg;;g‘gghggg catechisn memozized Thirty-one pastors
expected the sixz chief parte of Luther's Catechism tc be com-

mitted to memory, and six required s part of this, Sixteen

had thelir seniors memorize the. Chrisgtisn Cuegtions ané Angwers,

ten the Tgble of Dutieg, and three a part of the Iable of
Dutice. Twenty-three required Luther's morning and evening

prayers, The requirements for memory work in this division
were a little higher for the senicrs, except in the Chpistisp
Quegtionsg gnd Angwers, where more pastors required greater
memory work of the junilors,

Suestiong in the catechigm In the senior class most
pastors reguired about the same number of answers in the cate
echism memorized ag they did in the junior division., However,

in the senior class ten pastors required no memory work in the
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answers to the questions of the catechism, whereas in the jun-
ior division only five recuired none, The replies to the ques-
tion were as follows:

O« 80
51-100
101-150
151-300
301-350
251-300
301-350

ROOWROD

The number of catechism answers to be committed to memory by
the seniors ranged from none to three hundred thirty-one. A
majority of the pastors required less than fifty.

B8ix pastors said that they required psalms memorized.

Cthers reported on memoriging of psalms as follows:

RN O
I B
- 00 00 O

geveral - 1
Twelve pastors required other portions of the Bible to be
memorized; nineteen did not, Here, again, the average was

higher for the juniors., Thirty-four expected the geniors to

memorige the books of the Bible, One man answered "no" to

this guestion, Here the requirements were higher for the
seniors than for the juniors. A question was asked as to

how many passage locations the seniors were required to re-

member, as, for example, "John 3:18: GCod so loved the world..,."

The answers ranged from none to one hundred and fifty and

were as follows:!
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0 -3
very important ones - 1
a few -1
geveral -1

; -1
6 -1
10 -1
13 -1
230 - 3
150 -1

Ten men answered "yes" to this question, and three said "gome,"

Bible gtories Thirty men expected most of the stories
found in the text to be known; five did not. Eleven pastors
used a Bible story textbook; twenty-five used none, The same
Bible history textbooks were used as in the junior classes,
except that only four men used Advanced Bible Historv, while
in the junior division five used this text, To thé question
as to how the pupils were expected to tell the Bible estories,
the answers were the same as for the juniors, except that im
the junior division one more pastor answered that he expected
the pupils to tell the stories in their own words. Probably
the reason for thie difference was the failure to answer the
question on the part of a pumber of men.

The standards of Bible history study, on the whole, were
a little better in the senior division than in the junior,
Thie might show that more men taught e greater amount of me-
terial to their seniors instead of merely repeating the work
taught in the junior cless.

Bible The answers to the question on the Bible were
especially important in the case of the sehtors since they

-
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were to be confirmed in a matter of months, Thirty-five
pastors expeoted the seniors to refer to the Bible for the
stories; two did not. This was a higher number requiring
reference to the Bible for atories than in the junior classes.
Thirty-four gave the pupils drill in finding various passages
in the Bible; two did not, The general standard was a little
lower here than for the juniors. 1In eighteen parishes geniors
were assigned Bible readings to supplement the lesson; in
thirteen they were not, fHere, again, the standards were higher
in some parishes for the juniors. Twenty-two men expected
the seniors to read designated portions of the Bible, unre-
lated to the lesson, during the year; ten d4id not.

Worship With the senior class, too, the pastors reale-
ized the importance of encouraging the devotional life, Twehe
ty-one pastors urged church attendance, and fifteen made 1t
obligatory. There was a slightly higher percentage of men
who obligated the seniors to attend church than in the case
of the juniors, Here, again, two men answered the question
with "both." 1In order to encourage devotional life, five
pastors assigned prayers to write, one let the pupil lead in
prayer, three had the pupil read a Scripture selection, Twen-
ty used different combinations of the qsthods just mentioned
plus allowing the pupil to choose the Bible selection for
confirmation devotion., One pastor had the pupils give a deme
onstration of asking a friend to attend ohurch and Sunday
school, one by urging to lead a private devotional life; and



