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hundred. eighty. The greatest number of men epent from forty­

one to eighty hours with median betMeen sixty-one and eighty 

hou~s. 1fl1e a.~swers ranged as follows: 

21- 40 - 1 
41- 60 - 9 
01- BO - 7 
81-100 - 5 

101-120 - S 
121-140 - l 
l .41-160 - l 
161-180 - 2 

The nU.!.i1ber of times per w~ek that t he senior olaeses 

rn9t vari ed from one to five times a \'118ek and divided in the 

fol lov.ring manner: 

l - 9 
2 - 5 
4 - 1 
5 - 3 

The length of each class period ranged just a little 

different from tbat of the junior class.. It was between 

forty and one hundred eighty minutes long and split up in 

the various congregations ae followa: 

40 - 1 
60- 9 
75 • 3 
90 - 4 

105 - l 
120 - 4 
185 - l 
180 - 1 

IHS'l'RUOTOR 

Since lt is important that the instructor be well qual­

ltled, the atudy aought to determine bow well thia was bol'lle 
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1n mind f ox prp.iparing the youth !or confirmation. In thirt1-

one junior classes the pastor taught, while 1n eleven the 

p_.roohial school teacher vra.a tbe instructor. ln one caee the 

pastor and the teacher both ins tructed the 3uniore, and in 

Qne other case the pastor and a l ayraan. 

The pastor taught the senior class ln every case e~cept 

one, where the teacher aseieted him. 

The person chosen as teacher, then, was well qualified 

to instruct the children for confirmation. 

PLACE 

Although some parishes have a special room set aside 

especially for confirmation instruction, thie was not the 

case in any of the parishes contacted on the questionnaire. 

In the junior division seven pastors held their classes 

1n t he ohuroh auditorium, nine in a classroom, fourteen 1n 

tbe par ish hall, three 1n the church basement, one 1n the 

church parlors, _and two in a. committee room. 

Seven pastors 1n the senior division held their classes 

1n the chur ch ~ud1tor1um, eleven in a classroom, fourteen 

in tbe pa r ish hall, four in the church basement, one in the 

church J>&.rlors, and t wo in a committee room. 

It appears that the pastors used whatever rooms were 

available to inet:ruc,t their confirmation classes. Many ueed 

very large rooms even though the size ot t heir classes did 

not make this necessary. 
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CURRICULUM 

The question on currloulwn took 1n all the planned 

activities of the pas,ore for their classes, both ln the 

classroom and outside of lt. 

JUNI OR Ci,;.ss 

~ In the majority of the parishes the pastors made 

use of t b,e Synodio~l ,Patechisrn4 i~ instructing their juniors. 

he variou s catechisms \,ere in use a.s follows: 

Synodical - 32 
Kurth 6 - 5 
Schwan - 4 
llemory Course 7 .. 1 

In teaching the juniors thirty-two· followed the order of 

t he t ext. Trio men omitted occasional Bible passages o·r such 

mater i al as they felt to be beyond the comprehension of the 

olass. Four men used an .. o~ e1• of their own choosing. These 

nere ae follows; 

4A ~ E19lonat18n ~ &. Uartln Luthe1's S!Dfib Ca.tecb1em~fSt. Louie: oncordia Fubllahing House, 8 ) . 
• I 

6Erw1n Kurth, 01;t1oi.et1oal Help• (Brooklyn: The Studio 
Frees, c.19i5). ·· 

8
sch\mn, A .ihw E19gs\t1on at .IJL. Lia.ftip Luther•@ 

Small ~atech1em ~-Louie: Concordia Pul>iahing House, 1912). 
7w1111am A. Kramer, Memou Qgyrae (st. Louise Concordia 

f ubllshlng House. 1~44). 
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The sacrament of baptism. prayer, the creed• the 
Lord's Table• the ten commandmente 4 

The Bible., the creed1 sacraments, commandments, 
prayer, the office or .the keys. 
Thirty-six units of one week each. 
The Sunday school was expected to give the basis 
tor the deoalogue., and then the nae tor followed 
m. th: . 

a, use of the Bible. 
b. the doctrines of the life of Christ, the 

church, the sacraments. 
c. the church services-Communion, Uatins, 

Vespers, Litany, etc. 

faethoq.e Very often the methods used by tbe teacher 

detexmined.P to a grea.t extent., the amount of material com­

prehended by the pupils.. The methods used 1n junior class 

i.nat:ruction varied a good deal among the different pastors .• 

Five uaed the ·question and answer ~thod., one the lecture 

and question method., fourteen a combination of the too, two 

'ijhe above methods plus a. topic 41eoues1on.. Others used com­

binations of the methods mentioned above plus tbC3 problem 

and solution method .• 

Twenty-two of the pastors used the deductive method in 

the exposition of the text, first explaining the answer to · 

the question and then treating the proof passages. Four of 

the men used the inductive method. fi~st studying the proof 

passages and then deriving the answer to the question. Both 

methods were used at different times by five of the pastors. 

Before assigning the material to be memorized thirty-one 

pastors made certain t~at the children understood the meaning 

of lt. Three pastors said that theJ did not do tbia. Twenty­

nine pastors sho,red the purpose and value of the material 
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before sss1gn1ng it, ,but three did not • . 

Proof passages ;emori;ed The number of proof passages 

to be memor12ed by the juniors showed a wide Tar1ance 1n 

tbinklng on the pa.rt of the pa.store •. They ranged tro.u t wo 

t o over seven hundred passages and broke down as follows: : 

1-100 - 14 
101-200 - 9 
201-300 ... l 
301--400 - l 
401-500 - l 
501-800.,. 0 
001-103 - a 

The average nuraber of passages to be memorized oy the juniors 

\llc.S between one and two hundl'ed, .~,d tlle median was about one 

hund~ed • . In addition to these figures t~o man stated that 

t hey 1ere uncertain as to their exact requirements , . t ~o men 

required all the passages in the Syn941eai Ca~egh1fflll memo­

r i zed, . ti:io men expeoted the :ua1p9r, Course r equlremente, .one 

said ffone in each section under each question," aDd one an­

swered "as many as required for the part.~ 

Pprtq at .i!W. catechism memorized . The pastors req-uired 

different a.mour.ta and parts of the catechism to be memorized 

by the juniors. - Twenty-nine pastors required that the si~ 

chief part$ of Luther• a Catechism be com.ni tted to memory. · 

Five requited pa.rt of the chief parts to be memorized • . TwelTe 

men expected the OJlristian gueationa .111!1 Answers to be memo­

rized. Eight required the :table .at ·pyt1ea; two requtnd part 

of the Tablt .Qt Du$ies memorized. Twelve assigned Luther•e 

morning and eYening prayers to be commlttecl to memor1. 
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C-rue?31<1ons .1n ~ Q~ts,ch1~m Here again there was a wide 

range in the reQ~1remento ot the pa~tors. The number of 

questiene and ans~ers to be committed to memory by the Junlora 

"'-78.S as follows: 
.. 0- 50 - 16 . . 

51-100 - 3 
101-150 - 4: 
151-200 .. 2 
201-250 .. 0 
251-300 - 0 
301-350 - 3 

i ·he number .of co.tech1sm ansffllrs to be comm1 ttea to memory by 

t l'l.e j uniors ranged :f'1·om none to three hundred thirty-one. 

Goe t of t he pastors r equire les~ than fifty, end five men 

~fHJui rec none. If those -ho de~ndec. a great many answers 

t o be leurnod did no more than hc..ve the children meno~12e 

t l cu , t h0 ,.ues tion r:Jay be raised t,hether the pastors ?1ho re­

~uir ed no pasea.ges to be memorized but had the children ex­

pl a iti t be truths in their own '10rds were not much farthel" 

allea.d pedagogically. 

Ten of the men 1ho onawered this gusst1onneire had p~ro­

chial schools, end all of their pupils a ttended confirmation 

instruction for two yea rs. From the way they answel'ed 'the 

questionnaire, 1 t seemed the.t they did not take any previous 

memory work for granted when the children began instruction. 

To the question whether the pastor expected gsa.lms to 

be memorized by his juniors, six men ans'18red "yes," ·three 

expected slx psalms memorized, one expected two, two expec'84 

three, and one expected tour. Three men said that they 
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required none, to be memorized. Sixteen pastors required 

ot~~1· portions, such ae Isaiah 5:3 to be memorized; fifteen 

d.i <l not. Thirty-one pastors required the juniors to memo­

ri2e tae names of the books of the. Bible; two did not; one 

only t be books of tbe 1;ew ffesto.msnt. 

@iple stories Many pastors tauzht Bible storie s in 

orde~ to help their pupils beco~a better acQuainied ~ith 

oer t ain parts of the Bible and ma.ke it mare meaningful and 

living for them. Twenty-six pastors exp0cted most of the 

stories in t he text to be known; eight did not. One required 

t ria.t t i1e juniors know all the stories. 'I'welve used a ~ible 

s t ory t e~ t l>ooJq t wan-ty-one used none. T .-:o of these used 

.bible 1-iisto;ry m ;?a.gchial ~ Sunday · chcols, 8 
five bdyanee4 

Bible H1ato;x,3 t~o one Eµndreg Eible Stoties,10 two 
Cotrmrehensive,11 one Egormeier.12 'hrenty-five men expected 

t he pupils to teill the Bible etories in t belr O\l<ll '.70l"t!s; one 

d i d not expect them to tell the stories et a.11. Hone of the 

8a1b1e Hi§torx isl.. Perochial JiDd. Sund.ax scbgols 
( St. Louis: Concordia ~ubl1shing House, 1907). 

9A. c. Stellhorn A4Yenced ~ Hietgn ( st. Louis: 
Concordia Publishing ~o~se, 1938~ 

10 ' illiam A. Kramer, ed.• .2Jl! Hyndl'§d lW1li. Storieg 
( St. Lou1e: Concordia Publishing House, l93~-

11oompr,henstxe .BRl! H\etory ( St. Louis: Conco:rd1a 
~ublishing House, 19181~- · · 

18Ele1e E. Egerweler, ~ Story ~ ( st. Loulea 
Oonco:rd.ia Publishing House.~>. 
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pastors expeoted the Bible stories to be told verbatim. 

The number ot men who eXpected their juniors to become 

acquainted wi tb the Bl ble stories iriae good if tbey showed 

t hem the purpose for this. It ros s16"111f1ce.nt t ha t none ot 

the pastors expected their pupils to learn the Dible storiea 

Ci nce the \7ord of God is t he b~sis or all Chr1et1an 

teachin6 , the ansoers to the qu~stion concerning the use of 

t h0 Bible in t he class were very important. TI1irty pastors 

e1cpected the pupils to l.~afe:r to · tbe Bible for :the stories; 

foux p~s t o~s aid not. In thirty-five. parishes the pastors 

ilri llcc: tne pupils in fir.ding va1.'ious pasr:Ja{;ee in t h~ 31ble, 

ea~ 0110 pastor aid not. !J'v;enty-tlu·ee assigned Ei.ble readings 

to the juniors to cupplen:ent ·tile leseon, but ten did not. 

t u1·ing ·the yeur eighteen men expectec. the juniors to read 

designated portions of the ~)ible unrcla:ted to t he lesson. 

Thirteen men ::;et up no such requil"ements. 

Wgrsbin i orship ia ~ vexy important part of the life 

of the Christian. Tl1e:refore, many pastors bad special leseona 

devoted to encouraging devotional life. 

Faetors in twenty-tbrae junior c!asses urged church at­

tendance; tweive .. mn.de it .obligatory; two answered "'botb. 11 To 

encourage devotion~l life four men assigned the writing of 

pxayers • one pas tor all9~cJ. ·the pupils to eel6ct the hymn for 

t he usual confirmation devotions, four allowed the pupils to 

read the Scripture selection. Seventeen pastors used different 
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combinations including the methods given above plus having 

th~ pupil eele~t the Scripture read1n0 or lead the praye~. 

Cthex3 said t hat they encouraged devotional 11te by having 

the juuioxs attend ~ible olaos with the1r parent!::, 001 by 

urginc and explaining how t o lead 11. .devotional life.. 7.'wentJ~. 

six re iUircd a brief report on the sermon ; eight ~iG not. 

The number of ser •Oi'l 3.'eports l'equi red ~1as :, 

3 - l 
4 - 1 
e - a 

10 - 1 
12 - l 
all sermons - 6 

.uny sermon . - 1 . 
occasionally - 8 

Ten required these reports to be oral; four written; and 

five men answered "both.~ 

Other methods used by the pastors to encourage devotional 

life were: devotions 1n the home; attendance at Sunday morning 

Bible class; regular Matins service each WednesdaJ morning 
, 

for the entire soh~ol, where tbe boys of the class served ae 

acolytes; invite otllers; t:tfi.in boys ae acolytes and girls to~ 

the liturgical choir; lead 1n family devot1ona; stressing the 

third oollmll'..ndment wheneve~ there was an o,portunity; using the 

devotional booklets; and Bible reading at home. 

l.'iecellans;pu~ A number of the pastors desired to enrich 

or oomolement the program of their clnsses an~ used vartoue 

means. tleven pastors required. the junio~s to read extra boot• 

at home. Twenty-tour dld ~ot, The books required were: 
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mlaaion h1stor1es, a book on Luther, llll Story ,gt Luthe:,13 bJ 

Polack, a work on Reformation history, Liyipg .l1lll Luthei,14 
Mx c9urch s Otherg,15 lll! 9311st by L. Bauer,16 .!!z v1nenrs,, 
by D, fl, Scharlemann,17 and articles or chapters from supple­

menta~y works, such as lilt Abiding Jsu:4.18 

The junior progr8JD was complemented with projects, scrap­

books, or workbooks by nineteen pastors. Six men did not use 

any auob material. Three men used scrapbooks, a.nd ten used 

l.'10rkbooks. Those ln use were: Jll!. !U .!4t2 by Boettcher, 19 

filmetrlps, memory work scrapbooks, Exercisea J.D Bible Hietoff 

by tlertz and S1ems,2~ Liyipg God'.s J!sm\ by Jiede,21 notebooks 

13u. o. Polack, .!.b§. story~ Luther ( st. Louis: 
Concordia Publishing House, 19311. 

14J. M. ~e1densch1lling, L1y1,glliJ&h Luthftt (st. Louis: 
Concordia Publishing House, o.1945. 

15J. ·T. Mueller, !I Ohyroh .AlU1. Others (St. Louisa · 
Rudolph Valken1ng, 1926). . 

18t. Bauer. la guept (St. Louis: Concordia Publiahing 
House, 1945). · 

17D. H. S0ba1"lemann, }1y V1nevam ( st. Lou1si Concordia 
Publishing House, o.1946. 

18Tbeodore Laetscb, ed.! .llll Ab1diQg ~(st.Louis: 
Concordia Publishing House, 9ffl. · 

l9H. J • Boettoberf lJ1t lilUl .Y.it. ( St. Louie: Concordia 
Publishing House, 1950/. 

aoa. Mertz and w. A. s1ema, Exeroiaeg iA Bible H\ato11 
(St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1938). 

21Edwin A. Jlede, lelJi;g Ogd' s J!am, ( Brooklyn: The 
Studio Pziese, 1947). 
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with assi~-nmente, LealJllng ~ Llytpg, the SJD041cal workbook 

achievement testa, Poehler•a frogrepa Teets .mi Lutber•g Small 
.9:alie_cllis,m, suitzila.ry of each reading, notes on the catechism,, 

vocRbulary., scrapbooks on the section illustrated with pic­

tures. 

In tl.ddition to Bible bietory and catechism twenty-six 

pastors included le9aone on 11tur.g1cel practice, ranging from 

one losson to a part of every one. Twenty-two he.d l~ssons on 

church history, ranging from ·one a year to two a week. TwentJ­

fou:r had lessons on synodical orge.nimtione and thei:r oork, · 

ranging fxom one-half e lesson to six leecons a year. Eight­

een pastors taught lessons on missions and mission methods, 

ranging from one to ell lessons. Nineteen men had lessons 

on church practice, ranging from one•halt a lesson a year to 

one a month. Other things that the pastors used to enrich 

the curriculum were: eu9erv1eed tours to other churches, 

weekly experiences on the part of the students, singing and 

bymn study, manual projects, such as bullet.in folding, etc., 

kodachromes on the service a.nd .~rchitecture, the Augsburg 

Confession, current articles in church and da.117 papers., hym­

nology, filmstrips on the catechism, duplicated QUizzea, Tie­

ual aids, the liturgical service explained with the tbil'd 

commandment. One pastor's answer wae simply "not muob.• 

SENIOR CLASS 

~ The curriculum for the senior olassee ahowed that 
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t11e pastors did ·not follow exact~y the .. same methods and .mate­

rials for them as .they did for the ·juniors. The va.:rious ca.t­

echi $ms in -use were a.a follone: 

Synodical 
Kurth 
Schwan 
Leaming and 

- 3~ 
- 8 
- 4 

Living - l 
.. 

For the most part the same catechisms were 1n use 1n the 
' 

senior division as 1n the junior. One more pastor used the 
.. 

svnodical Oateohiam for the seniors, !md three more used 

I{urtb. 

' As with the juniors, thirty-three men followed the order 

of the text; two omitted occasional Bible passages or .placed 

the tea.ching of the Lord' e Prayer after Holy Comun1on. 

Again, ae w1 th the juniors,'' four pastors followed an 
' . 

order of . thei.r own choosing in lnetructiog their seniors • 
. 

One of these followed the o!'derc the doctrine of God, s1n, 

the La\, and Gospel, Confession, the Sacraments, and Prayer. 

The other three were the aame es two, t?i~e, and four under 

the juniora:22 
l 

J4.ethods The same methods of instruction were used 1a 
I 

the senior cla~s as 1n the junior. In the senior div1s1on 

four pastors conducted conf1rmat1on instruction according to . 
the question and an~wer method, two acqording to the lecture 

and question method. Eleven ueed a combination of the two in 

aa§un:ga, p. 27 •. 
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their senior class; t hree used the question and answer method 

plus the topic diecuos1on method. Tbre~ men combined the 

·to!}ic di s oumiion method, the problem and solution method, and 

the 1ectu1•e · and (lUef}tion method. Twelve other pastors used 

di!fexent combinations of t hcGe methods. The methods used 

with the seniors, in short, ~ere about the same .as thooe used 

r;i t h the juniors, though there uere a few minor ChanGes. 

The ways in r,rb1oh the :pastors made an explanation of the 

t -eY. t to tho senior ole.E:is varied a 11 ttle from that of the 

jun1oxs . Twanty-three men used the deductive method, and five 

made use of the inductive method. Eight paetors made use of 

a oomb1nat1on of both methods in their senior class. 

i n {tss1gn1ng material to the seniors to be memorized, 

t l!1rty-three pastors made certain that the pupils understood 

t he meaning of it, and two di~ not. There vias a little bet­

ter avexege in this matter in the senior class than in the 

junior. To the que~tion as to •hether the pastors showed the 

purpose end value of material before assigning 1t, the average . 
1n the affirmative wus also somewhat better among the senior• 

than emong the ~un1or group. Thirty pastora answered nyee" 

to this queot1on; one said "no." 

froot passages memorized In the memory work assigned 

to the aeniore the number of passages to be memorized in­

creased in eome cases and was as followe1 
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1-100 - 11 
101-200 - 9 
201-300 - 2 
ao1-•oo - a 
.401-500 - 4: 
501-800 - 0 
GOl-700 .• 1 

The average number of paasage~ to be memorized by the sen1o~• 

wus about one hundred seventy-five, and the median ~as one 

hui:1dr e·d f i f ty._ In addition· to these f i guren t ~o men s te.ted 

t hat they '7ere uncertain ae to tl:l.e!r exact requirements , one 

man sta teo one-quei·te:r, one said seventy per cent, t wo ex­

pect ed al l the passages i n the ?Semoi:x Coµr§e to be ooLlm1tted 

to rnemoxy I and one sa id cu, many passages as lle thought neces­

sar y f or t he point~ 

Part11 91. the ea.tech1sm memorized Thirty-one },as tors 

expected tho a1x chief parts of Luther's Catechism to be com­

m! t te~ to memory 1 .and six requir ed .a, part of this. Sixteen 

had t hei:r eeniora memorize the. P!u·A;atie,n Sµegtiona ~ Answers, 
ten th~ T@.bl§ JU'. Dnt&es, and three a par t of the Table ~ 
pµtieg. Trenty-three required Luther• s morning and even~ng 

prayer s. The requirements for memory work in this division 

were a little higher for the seniors. except in the Christigp 
S.vestions .im! .An9wers1 \':here more pastors requlnd greater 

memory work ot the junio~s, 

Questiona .a Jml gg.techiam 1n the senior class moat 

pa.store rec;uired about the same number of; answers ln the cat­

eahiam memorized as they did 1n the junior cilviaton. Howeve:t1 

1n the ·senior class ten pastors required no memory work ln the 
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answers to tbe questions of the catechlem, whereas ln the ~un-

1or division only five required none. The replies ·to the ques­

tion were ae follows: 

o- 50 - 18 
51-100 - 3 

101-150 - 4 
161-200 - 3 
201-250 - 0 
251-300 - 0 
301-350 - 3 

The number of catechism answers to be committed to memory by 

the seniors ranged from none to three hundred thirty-one. A 

majority of the pastors required less than fifty. 

Six pastors said that they required psalms memorized. 

Others reported on memorizing of psalms as follows: 

0 - 5 
2 - a 
3 ... a 
5 • l 
6 - 1 
8 - l 
several - 1 

Twelve pastors required other portions ot the Bible to be 

memorized; nineteen did not. Here, again, the average waa 

higber tor the 3uniore. Thir-ty-tour expected the seniors to 

memorize the books of the Bible. One man answered •no" to 
' 

this question. Here the requirements were higher tor the 

seniors than tor the juniors. A question was asked as'° 

how many passage locations the seniors were required to re­

member, ae, tor example, •John 3116s God so loved the world •••• • 

The answers ranged from none to one hundred and fifty and 

were as follows: 
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0 - 3 
very important ones - 1· 
a few - 1 
aeveral - 1 
5 · • 1 
6 . - 1 
10 - 1 
12 • l 
20 - a 
150 - 1 

Ten men answered ttyes• to this question, and three eald •eome." 

Bible stories Thirty men expected moat of the atorlee 
I • 

tound in the text to be knoWD; five did not. Eleven pastors 

used a Bible story textbook; tuenty-tive used none. The same 

Bible history textbooks were used as in the junior classes, 

except that only four men used Adyenced Bible Hietgry, while 

in the junior division t1ve used thia text. To the question 

as to how the pupils were expected to tell the Bible stories, 

the answers were the same as for the juniors, •xcept that in 

the junior division one more pastor answered that he eXpeoted 

the pupils to tell the stories in their own words. Probably 

the reason for this difference was the tail~re to answer the 
. . 

question on .the part of a number oi men. 

The standards of Bible hiatorJ stu~J, on the whole, were 

a little better in the senior divlaion than in the junior. 

This mlgbt ebow that more men taught a greater amo~t of ma­

terial to their seniors 1netead of merely J.'epeat1ng the wort 

taught ln the 3un1or class. 

Bible The answers to the question on tbe Blble were 

especially important ln the case of the aenlore a1nce tbeJ 
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were to be confirmed 1n a matter of months. Th1rty-f1Te 

pastors expected the seniors to refer to the Bible for the 

stories; two did not. Thie was a higher number requiring 

reference to the Bible tor atorlea than in the junior clasaee. 

Thirty-tour gave the pupils drill 1n finding various passages 

in the Bible; t wo did not. The general standard was a little 

lower here than for the juniors. In eighteen parishes seniors 

were nssigned Bible rea.d1ngs to eu~plement the lesson; in 
. 
t hirteen they \WSre not. Here, ('.gain, the standards were higher 

in some parishes tor the· 3unioz,e. Twenty-two men expected 

the senior s to read designated po·rtions of the Bible. unre­

l ated to t he lesson, during the year; ten did not. 

Worship With the senior class, too, the pastors real• 

ized the importance of encouraging the devotional life. Twen­

ty-one pastors u~ed cbuzoh attendance, and tltteen made it 

obligatory. There was a slightly higher percentage of men 

nho obligated the seniors to attend church ·than in the case 

of the juniors. Here, again, two men answered the question 

~ith "both." In ol'der to encourage devotional lite, five 

pastors assigned prayers to write, one let the pupil lead in 

prayer, three had the pupil read a Scripture selection. Twen­

ty used different combinations of the methods ~uet mentioned 

plus allowing the pupil to choose the Bible selection for 

confirmation devotion. One pastor had the pupils give a dem­

onstration ot asking a friend to attend church and SUnday 

school, one by urging to lead a private devotional llte; and 


