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CHAPTER III 

WORK DONE Di CHINA 

Kazuo Yoshihara Family 

Several missionaries of the Lutheran Chureh--Missouri 

Synod in China contacted people of Japanese ancestry who were 

also living there. The first of these to be considered in 

this chapter is the Kazuo Yoshihara family. Missionary 

Arnold H. Gebhardt worked with this family.l 

Kazuo Yoshihara was born on September 25, 1890. His 

permanent home was Jfro.kaijima-Nishimura, Mi tsugi District, · 

Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan. 

He studied law at Tokyo Imperial University, and was 

graduated from the Law College there in 191'7. Although be 

also studied English law, be delved more deeply into German 

law. He was able to speak both German and English, though 

not fluently. He could understand books 1n both of these 

languages, but not too readily without a dictionary. 

On September 25, 1918, he was appointed headman of his 

village, but he resigned that post in August, 1919. He then 

began practicing law 1n the city of Hiroshima. In September, 

1923, he was elected a member of the Hiroshima Pretectural 

Assembly. 

1A letter from Arnold H. Gebhardt to the.writer, dated 
Dec. 12, 1951. All material on the Kazuo Yoshihara family 

f· was taken :from this source. ·,:: 
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He left his homeland for China in July, 1924, hoping to 

make himself a specialist in Chinese affairs. He was accom­

panied by his wife and inf'ant daughter. His plan was to sup­

port himself by repairing watches. He chose Central China 

as his first place and hoped to work his way from there to 

Manchuria within a few years. Then he intended to go back to 

Japan and re-enter political life as a specialist in Chinese 

affairs. 

A group or Missouri Synod missionaries had spent the sum­

mer of 1924 in Kuling, China. With th:1:s group was Missionary 

Gebhardt. While they were returning from Kuling to their home 

in Enshih, they met Mr. Yoshihara and his wife and oldest 

daughter at a village only a few miles :from Enshih. Mr. Yo­

shihara showed Missionary Gebhardt a New Testament, indicat­

ing that they also were Christians. 

The missionaries traveled somewhat faster than the Jap­

anese family and thus arrived at their home in Enshih some 

time ahead of the Japanese. At that time there was a great 

deal of agitation against the Japanese. When the ~apanese 

family arrived 1n Enshih, they found it di:f'ficul. t to get 

lodging. Missionary Gebhardt sent one of his men to invite 

them to the Lutheran mission. They did not accept the invi­

tation, but remained in an inn. Later Mr. Yoshihara told 

Missionary Gebhardt that he would never :forget that he had 

invited him to stay with them. 

The religious insights o~ this couple were rather shal-
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low. It was not till several years later that the Lutheran 

missionaries established the fact that Jlr. and J4rs. Yoshihara 

had been baptized in the Episcopal Church. Their connection 

with the Missouri Synod also remained casual until more than 

a year later, when their daugp.ter was baptized. 

This baptism was part of an international baptism.al 

service. Children of three nationalities were baptized in 

this same service deep in inland China. The Rev. Herman 

Klein was the officiant. He baptized one or his own chil­

dren, a Chinese child, and the Yoshihara daughter. 

On one occasion the Rev. Albert H. Ziegler, another 

missionary of the Missouri Synod, loaned Mr. Yoshihara Dr. C. 

F. W. Walther's Goldkoerner, which sets forth the Christian 

truth in a highly effective manner. This book made a deep 

impression on Mr. Yoshihara. 

Another book that deeply impressed him was a biography 

of David Livingstone, particularly the narrative of the meet­

ing between Stanley and Livingstone, after the latter had 

generally been given up for lost in the heart of Africa. 

When Stanley asked Livingstone to return to civilization with 

him, the missionary-explorer casually but firmly turned him 

down, saying that his task was not yet !'inished. Mr. Yoshi­

hara told Missionary Gebhardt that this story made him think 

of himself, frustrated in his plans to get to North China and 

then back to Japan to re-enter the political field. Kr. 

Yoshihara marvelled at the religion that could make a man so 

-----· ~ 
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resolute and so unselfish that he would put up with the hard­

ships of Central Africa 1n order to spread his faith. The 

book on Livingstone was 1n English, and was from the library 

of either Missionary Ziegler or Kissiona.ry Klein, presumably 

the former. 

Missionary Gebhardt was absent from Enshih from the sum­

mer of 1925 till August, 1928. The Yoshihara family was then 

in membership with the Missouri Synod. Since the Missouri 

Synod needed competent personnel to help with the work in its 

Orphanage, Missionary Gebhardt engaged Mr. Yoshihara to help 

in that work. He served the Missouri Synod mission faithfully 

till the time of his death. 

During this time he completely gave up his plans to go 

back into politics and thought of preparing himself for the 

ministry. The Lord, however, had other plans. 

In 1930 the Lord gave a son to the Yoshiharas, their 

third child. They were greatly elated over their good for­

tune. In honor of Missionary Gebhardt, the father chose the 

name "Anu," which was as closely as he could approximate 

Gebhardt's first name, Arnold. Jlission&17 Gebhardt baptized 

the child. The other two children had been baptized previ­

ously. 

The son lived only a few days. Then the mother began 

to ail, and soon it became apparent that she would not re­

cover. It was a severe blow to Mr. Yoshihara when he had 

to give up his wife. One day, while Missionary Gebhardt read 
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to her rrom the Bible and ottered 
a prayer, be asked Kr. 

Yoshihara to read the Twenty-'l'hil'd p 
salm for her 1n Japa-

nese. He began to read, but broke into open weeping before 

he could finish. 

In August, 1930, Mr. Yoshihara died of typhoid fever. 

He was given Christian burial by the Chinese members of the 

Missouri Synod mission. Missionary Gebhardt was attending 

the annual conference at Kuling at the time. 

The two daughters or the Yoshihara couple were then 

placed into the care of the Missouri Synod's Orphanage in 

Enshih. The younger of the two, Ch'un-fang by name, died ot 

illness. While she was in her last illness, she asked the 

girls of the orphanag~ to sing her favorite hymn ror her, . 

"Let Us Ever Walk with Jesua. 11 While the girls were singing 

this hymn, her sister, lla-li-ya . (Kary), began to cry. But 

Ch'un-fang tried to cheer her. "Don't cry," she said. "I 
- . 

am going to Jesus, and it is so much better there." 

When Missionary Gebhardt and his family returned from 

China to the United States 1n September, 1936, they took 

Ma-li-ya along to Hankow, intending to have her go to her 

relatives 1n Japan. The Japanese played up the story very 

much of how the Missouri Synod mission had taken care of this 

orphan. They were very appreciative of eveeything that the 

Missouri Synod, and particularly Missionary Gebhardt, had 

done for her. 

While Mr. Yoshihara was in China, he used the name Wang 
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Hung-1. At times he also used the name Sha-sen Hung-1. But 

his real name was Kazuo Yoshihara, the same ideographs being 

pronounced in Chinese as Chi-ydan I-ru.. 

Krs. Tsuneko Hisaizum.1 

Missionaries E. H. Thode and E. c. Zimmermann of the 

Missouri Synod also made contact with a number of Japanese 

people in China. Their activity among Japanese people in 

China began early in May, 1929.2 At that time Missionary 

Thode, who was in charge of the station at Shasi, had to 

make a trip to Ichang, which was also in his charge. He 

left the station at Shasi in charge of the Zimmermanns. In 

his absence, his dog became ill and needed medical attention. 

Since there were no veterinarians in China, the Zimmermanns 

took the dog to the only physician using foreign methods, 

Dr. Hisaizumi, special physician to the Japanese Consul res­

ident at Shasi. The doctor could not understand English, 

German, or Chinese, and his interpreter was not there at the 

moment. He then called his wife, who had learned English in 

a college in Japan, and she interpreted for the Zimmermanns. 

Some time later it became necessary to take the dog to the 

doctor a second time. This time Mrs. Zimmermann went along 

and while the men were busy, she became better acquainted 

2E. C. Zimmermann, 11The Story of Mrs. Tsuneko
11
Hisaizumi," 

notes from class in "History of Missions in Japan, 1949-50, 
pp. 122-24. Material on the activities of Missionaries Thode 
and Zimmermann was taken from this source. 

-A --
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with the English-speaking Mrs. Hisaizumi. That summer the 

two ladies corresponded while the missionaries were at Kuling 

for their annual summer conference. 

In September, 1929, Mrs. Zimmermann opened a small Eng­

lish-speaking Sunday School in her home for those who could 

speak no Chinese. Those who enrolled included Mrs. Hisai­

zum.1; Yasuko Horiuchi, the daughter of the Japanese Consul 

next door to the Zimmermanns; two British boys; and a Chinese­

Irish girl. The Word of God took deep root in the heart of 

Mrs. Hisaizum.i, who had had previous contact with Christians, 

presumably when she was attending college in Japan. 

One day Mrs. Hisaizum.i mentioned to Mrs. Zimmermann that 

she had occasionally noticed already in Japan that Christian 

people lived differently from non-Christians, and that Chris­

tian husbands and wives truly love each other. She continued: 

uNow I see all this also in your home, and in your and your 

husband's lives. Will you please ask your husband whether he 

will teach me to become a Christian like you?• Mrs. Hisai­

zu.mi obtain~d her husband's permission and was then instructed 

by Missionary Zimmermann. She was baptized on April 20, 1930, 

in an English service in the mission house in Shasi. This 

event brought great joy to tbs thirty-two people present at 

this service and to many of the Chinese Christians 11 ving in 

that city. From September, 1929, till June, 1931, English 

services were conducted each Sunday evening tor the most part 

t Japanese and several others who 
to accommodate a number o 

--
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did not understand Chinese. 

When war broke out between Japan and China, all the Jap-

anese people had to leave China for their homeland. Mrs. 

Hisaizumi and her husband were among those refugees. But the 

missionaries kept up regu.lar correspondence with her in the 

nature of doctrinal epistles. Mrs. Hisaizumi translated 

these letters and read them to her invalid mother, thus bring­

ing her also to Christ. Through these letters she was prepar­

ing her mother for baptism. 

In 1934 the Thode family returned to the United States 

on furlough. On this voyag_e they stopped at Yokohama. While 

they were there, Mrs. Hisaizumi came aboard their vessel and 

received Holy Communion from Missionary Thode. Correspondence 

with Mrs. Hisaizumi continued till the spring or 1935, when 

the Zimmermanns were to take their furlough. They also 

planned to stop 1n Japan to visit Mrs. Hisaizumi for several 

weeks, perhaps to baptize her mother, and to do what they . 

could to establish other contacts in Japan. In order to make 

the most o! this opportunity, they had the following notice 

inserted into the March 12, 1935, issue or~ Lutheran 

Witness: 

Do any Members of the Synodical Conference 
Reside in Japan at Present? 

1 A JlcLaugh.lin e.Dd E. C. Zim-
Missionaries Wal ace t. t the states on regular 

Chin lan to re urn o mermann, a, P 1 various ports of Japan. 
home turlough shortly, touctn~:nds to visit certain 
Also Missionary Zimmermann esidin in Japan, whom he 
members of our Mission no~ist atgShasi. Both breth­
was permitted to win for an members of the Synodical 
ren are willing to look up { d to do so. -- If names 
Conference in Japan if reques 8 

- - . - -- =-----=--
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and addresses and any other necessary particulars are 
sent to me without mu.ch delay, I shel.l be glad to tor­
ward them to the brethren in question. 

Frederick ~rand, 2637 Winnebago St., St. Louis, Ko.3 

A similar notice also appeared in~ Lutheraner.4 

There were no responses to these two notices. Early in 

1935 letters from Mrs. H1saizum1 suddenly ceased coming and 

those sent to her by the Zi.mmermanns were returned. The mis­

sionaries thought perhaps she had died. But later, upon 

their return to the United States, they wrote to her brother 

in Florida and he was quite certain that she was still alive. 

Ai'ter returning to China in 1936, the Zimmermanns attempted 

in many ways to communicate with her, but all to no avail. 

Japanese otficers did all they could to dissuade them trom 

attempting further inquiry. At the end of the Second World 

War, the Zimmerma.nns made further attempts at writing her, 

but the letters were returned. Finally, early 1n 1950, they 

wrote to a third address and received a friendly reply. 

Major T. Suga 

One other contact with the Japanese was made by the Zim­

mermanns in Shasi. That was in March, 1941, when Major T. 

Suga of the Japanese Occupation Forces came to their Mission 

3Frederick Brand, nDo any Members of the Synodical Con­
ference Reside in Japan .at Present?•, The Lutheran Witness, 
March 12, 1935, p. 103. 

4Friedr. ·Brand, "Sind Gegenwaertig Lutheraner aus Unsern 
Kreisen in Japan?", Der Lutheraner, Karch 5, 1935, p. 79. 
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House. He stated in English that he had studied for two years 

1n Seattle and liked the Americans. He asked Missionary Zim­

mermann if he would conduct an English serTice for him on Sun­

day afternoons, since he was a Christian. Except when he was 

busy in battle with the Chinese, Major Suga attended the Sun­

day afternoon service regularly. At times he was garrison 

commander and as a consequence living conditions for the Zim­

mermanns as well as other foreigners became a little less 

difficult. Once when Evangelist Wei Chang-yung came to Shasi 

to take over the congreg~tion, he was arrested as a spy when 

he crossed the lines. Only the kindness of Major Suga, who 

secured his release, saved him from an ugly t'uture.5 

5E. c. Zimmermann, "Work Done by Missouri Synod Pastors 
among People of Japanese .Ancestry,• notes from class 1n 
uHistory of Missions in Japan," 1949-50, p. 125. 



CHAPTER IV 

WORK DONE ll THE TWIN CITIESl 

In the latter part of 1943 two young men, Japanese 

Americans, came to Minneapolis via Detroit Lakes, Minne­

sota, from Arizona. They were Toke Yonekawa and Hayao 

Shishino. These two men applied for employment at the 

Hotel Radission. Daniel Schoof, a member of St. Peter's 

Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, was also employed at this 

hotel. He noticed the hesitancy of the two young men and 

. assisted them in getting acquainted with their new surround­

ings and work. The two young men soon noticed that there 

was something different about Kr. Schoof. One day they 

asked him: 

•Dan, what is it that makes you different from the 
Gther fellows that work here?a ~?a asked Dan. 
"Well, you don't curse or participate .in the shady 
Jokes.• aThat's because I am a Christian," came Dan's 
ready reply. uWhy should being a Christian make you 
any different?~ the boys asked; and Dan was happy to 
tell them. This acquaintance grew into a fine fr1end­
sh1p.2 

Toke and Hayao, more commonly called "Hy," accepted 

Dan's invitation to attend services with him and his wife 

lMuch of the material in this chapter was taken from 
the captions written under pictures in a photograph album 
belonging to Mrs. Ann Schoof. That is the source for the 
material that follows, unless otherwise indicated. 

2aarold F. Schweigert, "Japanese Mission,"!!!!, Minne­
!.2!!. Lutheran, Sept., 1945, p. 1. 
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at their church. After the service, they also accepted Mrs. 

Schoof's invitation to their home. From that time on, Toke 

and Hy became frequent visitors at the home of Dan and Ann, 

as Mr. and Mrs. Schoof were called by their friends. At 

these visits they discussed the evacuation of the Japanese 

Americans from their homes on the West Coast and the reloca­

tion centers into which they had been placed, which often 

worked a real hardship on these people. During these dis­

cussions, Dan and Ann often confessed their faith in Christ. 

Their home breathed an atmosphere of Christian warmth and 

friendship. As a result, the desire to learn more about 

Christianity developed in the hearts of these two young men 

of Japanese descent. Dan and Ann brought them to their pas­

tor, Harold F. Schweigert, who instructed them 1n Christian 

doctrine and on March 5, 1944, baptized them in St. Peter's 

Church, Minneapolis, in a Vesper Communion Service.3 The 

sermon was delivered by George Shibata, another American of 

Japanese descent, who at that time was a student of theology 

at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri. 

The day after his baptism, Toke Yonekawa left Minneapolis 

for Gila River, Arizona, a relocation center, to visit his 

parents and to become engaged to Miss Tae Monden, a devout 

Christian. She had been encouraging him 1n her letters to 

continue his instructions in the Christian religion. When 

3 nA Different Confirmation," Northwest Lutheran Journal, 
April, .1944, p. 3. 
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she heard that her f1ancee had 

accepted Ohr 
him: ist, ab.e wrote to 

I am happy to bear that you ha 
that you are going to be baptive accepted Christ and 
have to go into the armed servZed. Now even 1r you 
demands your life, I can look :ce, even if this service 
for I know that you know and beorward to that haipily, 
God so loved the world that He lieve John 3:16, For 
Son, that whosoever believeth 1:a~e His only-begotten 
but have everlasting 11fe.u4 1lll should not perish 

Tae decided to return to Minneapolis with Toke. They 
were married by Pastor Schweigert on April 13, 1944. 

son, Wayne David, was baptized on Febru.aey 11, 1945. 
Their 

Toke 

entered the armed forces of the United States and was a 

member of the Ax-my Intelligence in the Pacific theater. 

"Before he left he assured us he would con1'ess Christ to the 

Japanese prisoners of war."5 Toke returned to America from 
- . 

the Army of Occupation in Japan 1n 1945 and began to work at 

Concordia College, St. Paul, Minnesota, on December 1, 1946. 

He was head chef for about five years and bas also served as 

assistant basketball and football coach.6 Mr. and Mrs. Yone­

kawa's younger child, Patricia, was born 1n June, 1947. They 

are at present members of Redeemer Lutheran Church in St. 

Paul. Mr. Yonekawa's addresses on Japanese mission work have 

been in considerable demand 1n the Twin Cities area.7 

4F. c. Streufert, "Japanese-American Mission," The~­
theran Witness, Sept. 11, 1945, p. 302. 

Nov. 

Sschweigert, aJapanese Mission," p. 2. 
6A letter from Harold F. Schweigert to the writer, dated 
13, 1951. 
7Ibid. -
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Hayao Shishino became a voting member of St. Peter's 

Church. One day he, his brother John, and other Japanese 

friends were invited by Dan and Ann Schoo! to join them on 

an outing to one of the lakes near by. Several o! them went 

swimming about 7 p.m. A few minutes later they noticed that 

John Shishino was nowhere to be seen. He had accidentally 

drowned. His body was not recovered by park police until the 

next day. But before this tragic event had occurred, By bad 

testified of Christ to his brother John. There was every 

reason to believe that he bad accepted Christ as his Savior. 

He was given a Christian burial by Pastor Harold F. Schweigert 

on June 27, 1945.a 

Meanwhile Toke and Hy continued to testify to their 

friends about their Savior. The Schoofs also continued to 

speak about Christ and to show their hospitality to and inter­

est in people of Japanese descent. Toke and Hy had invited 

one of their good friends, Kaz Miura, to their baptismal 

service. Kaz had a sister, Mae. Two of his cousins, Sumi 

and Sachi Miura, also decided to move to Minneapolis. By 

had two brothers, John (mentioned above) and Tak Shishino, 

whom he brought into this ever-broadening circle of friends 

of the Schoofs and St. Peter's Church. Hy also had a friend, 

Joan (Sueko) Kawakami, who began attending church. Joan soon 

brought her fiancee, Yosh Oishi, along to church. Yosh was a 

graduate of Stanford University and at this time was in the 

8 
Schweigert, "Japanese Mission,• p. 2. 



United States Arfrq. Yoah Oishi and Joan Kawakamj were 

married on August 18, 1944. 

Another man to join this circle ot Japanese American 

friends was Raymond Takeuchi. Ray was born 1n New York. 

Later his whole family had returned to Japan and settled at 

Hiroshima. Since he was the only member ot his family 1n 

this country, he was greatly in need of friends and appreci­

ated the friendship and concern that the ,Schoofs and others 

in St. Peter's Church showed him. Ray neTer received any 

message from his family and heard nothing from the Red Cross 

after the bombing of Hiroshima. He assumed that they were 

all killed in the blast. Later Ray was employed at Concordia 

College in St. Paul.9 

Through Kaz Miura, the Schoofs became acquainted with 

Joe Higuchi. Joe informed them that he was engaged to Mary 

Okabe. He asked Mrs. Schoof to write to Mary and invite her 

to come to Minneapolis. 

On Easter Sunday, April 1, 1945, Janice Sakai, age six, 

was baptized 1n St. Peter's Church. Student George Shibata 

was also present on this occasion, as were Janice's aunt, 

Mae Miyamoto, and her sister-in-law, Marcia Sakai, from Chi­

cago and St. Louis. Through Janice, this circle of Japanese 

.American friends soon became acquainted with Robert Sakai, 

her second oldest brother. 

9E. c. Zimmermann, "Work Done by Missouri Synod Pastors 
among People of Japanese .Ancestry," notes from class 1n 
"History of Missions in Japan," 1949-50, p. 128. 



34 

· Eight more people of Japanese descent were welcomed into 

the Christian Church through baptism and cont'irmation in a 

service at St. Peter's Church on June 11, 1945. These eight 

people were: Yosh Oishi; Kr. and lira. Joe Higuchi; Raymond 

Takeuchi; Kaz, he, Sachi, and Sumi Miura. One Caucasian boy, 

Warren Walberg, was also in this class. At this service, 

Student George Shibata preached the sermon. Chaplain Alfred 

Kl.ausler from near-by Fort Snelling, and the Rev. Robert 

Heyne of Waconia, Minnesota, then president of the Minnesota 

District of the llissouri Synod, also spoke briefly. The Rev. 

Harold F. Schweigert was the .liturgist. Three members of 

this class were in training with the A-rDJ'Y Intelligence at 

Fort Snelling at the time, and three members of the class 

were university graduates.IO 

An American nurse at Asbury Hospital, Irene Weiss, was 

instrumental in bringing her friend of Japanese descent, 

Anne Watanabi, into the Christian Church. Anne was a grad-

uate of Hamline University and a registered nurse at Asbury 

Hospital. Anne brought her fiancee, Tad Sugiyama, into this 

circle of Japanese American friends. Tad had a Christian 

background and was verry interested in having Anne learn 

about God's plan of salvation. Tad and Anne were married 

at the Fort Snelling chapel on July 26, 1945, by Chaplain 

Alfred Klausler. They were then instructed by Pastor Schweigert 

lOschweigert, "Japanese Mission," p. 2. 


