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CJ1£\P'l'ER IV 

PRIVA~li EDUCATION IN THE ISLANDS 

Under Spain there was no tree enterpriae in private - -· 
education. Tlle existing aohoola were oonduotecl 'bJ' trim-a. 

I 

S111ce the churoh was the state or v1oe veraa, whate,rez- aohool 

\tas co11duoted by the state was a churoh school managed 'bJ" 

t he r eligious orders. Tbua it can tie said that the exist­

ing uchoola at the time were both ohUl'oh and state owned. 

3tx-1ctl:, apaclcing, then, there were no ,private sohoola dur--- . .. . ... 

1ng the Spanish regime in the Phlllpp1ne Islands. 

iJnder /unor1ca the situation was dltteztent. Filipino Arri ~ 

layr4Gn could and did start private achoola and corporate . . . ....... ---- . - . ... ·-
bodies sue~ ae the ohUl'ch denomlnatlona and private organl• . ---s- .. __ , . "" 
zations enJ07ed the right to start thelr own aohoola aooord• .. .. . - .. ..... ·--
1ng· to 1••• Private schools, however, had to have govern• 

ment supervision and so certain rules 'and regul!,~i!fflD _had_to 
. - -

bo set up. .?CJc t : ,;,., ....- ·- ... ,,.;i 
In 1910 the ort'1ce ot auper1nte~dent _or �s�c�h�o�o�l % � na ore• 

a ted tor the private aoho_ola tor the purpose ot exeroielng 
�~� . . . -- --

better auperv1a!on. '!he super1ntenclent waa placed under the -- - .,. . .,. 
Department .ot Publ1o lnatruotion and waa ezpeoted to 0&191'7 .. . . . .... -·· 
out the pol1o1ea at the depai-tment regarding private �a�o�b�o�o�l %  "� 

Later on. in ~917• the Ph111pp1ne Legislature R•• power to 
- - · - -- -·· -).iio. ... _ ·-. 

the aa0Ntar7 ~ -_public i~~~!_tlon _1;Q 1napeot. ancl~.•-•1'oh 1:he 



.teaoh religion and other aubjeota not ottered 1n ·the ott1-

oial curricula and they may _observe ho1iday~ -not ·1nclude4 

1n the public school calendar just so they tultlll the re• -·,-. ,.. . .. . - ,,. . . . . 
q~i~ed number ot days or school attendance dUl'ing the term. 

It gooo without saying tha~ the private schools~• 

to maintain the atan~ards set up ror thG public schools 1n--- .. ,.._ . . . .. 

eluding the physical oq~ipmen~_and _tao111t1ea tor 1natruc-

t1on. They are required to follow the example or the gov­

e1•nmant acboola as t.ar aa ~Uf:'llty ·ta concerned and may go 

beyond-it 1f the private school can do so. 

The following ~ables show the P£Ogreaa or pri,rate edu• 

cation in the Phllipplnea: 

Table l 

Number or Accredited Pr1,rate BeoondarJ' Schools 

1913 to 1924 

l 'ear boys g1rla c·oeduca,1onal tota1 

. 1913 , .9 . . ' 13 . • 8 ~o 
1918 10 17 23 50 
1919 .10 17 33 60 
1990 10 19 37 66 
1921. 'll 20 41 '78 
1922 12 22 50 84 
1928 lS M '18 181 
1924 18 38 86 148 



Tabla 2 

Em-ollment in~Secondary School■ 

Year Catholic Protestant Non•seatarlan Total 

191~ 2,029 59. 497 2,486 
1918 3,015 853 1,491 4,859 . 
1919 3,058 489 2,427 5,~ 
1920 3,146 620 5,860 9,186 
1921 3.,278 80'1 6,568 10,6&S 
1928 3,425 1,02'1 9.,038 13,490 ~~ 

1923 3,573 2,008 11;210 16,791 .._-•I..,_. 
,,. ~ c:,\. • 

1924 3,646 2,530 1.3,230 19,406 . .: .~ 
'l'hore waa a ate~dy p~ogreas ~~d 1noreaa~ 1n number ot 

')r1vnte schools. Especially noticeable 1a the 11!,C!r!•~• i _n 

enrollment in Protestant schools and non•ae'ctar1an 1nat1tu• 

tione. rlote that ·in 1924 the enrol'lment 1n t}le_ Q!lt~911o 
._.._ - --· 

secondaz-y_ a~hoola. w~a . bar~~Y a thou~and ~ore than in the 

Protestant secondary schools. 

schools was phenomenal. - . - __. -- - .. . ... -· 

Enrollment in non-sectarian - - • •---..::.--r • -- -

:J "-
~ ~ 

:.., ::,i' ·-' 



Table 3 

tlumber ot Private Elemontar1 Sohoola 

1925-1928 

Don-
Year Level Catholic Protestant seotarlan Total 
___ P_r_1_!ry.Intm. 

1925 Primary- 200 14 36 250 
Intermediate 120 17 49 186 

1926 Pr1mal'J' ( 900 18 23 236 
Intermediate 135 lS 48 . 196 

1927 Pr1•zay 1'18· 6 95 209 
Intermediate 194 10 50 18' 

1928 Prillllll'J 164: 2 81 18'7 
Intermediate 110 8 41 .154 

From thta table the number· ot chur~h•dlrected e~e~enta• 

~Y sch~ola dropped P-rogreaatvely whereas the nWllber of non• 

religious or non•aeotar1an aohoola increased. The number ot . - . . ,.. . .. . . -
Protestant elementary aohoola waa neoeaaar11.y s-.11 beoa-µae 

ot the Seventh Day Achrentlata. who were not eleMntary 

school•mlnded •.. , 

Deap1 te the eno.ouragement by the government to e■tabl1ah 

private element&l'J' aohoola there••• the tendency on the part 
ii --- .. . 

ot the people to ata7 away trom atrlotl.y ohuroh aohoola. . ... . .. ... -- - . .,._ 

'l'hia may be attributed to the obaraoter or the aohoola more 
: .. .. _.. - _ .. ---· . 

than indtf'rer.enoe to the■ by th• people. The Catbollo ■ohoola 

bad always been Jmown -tp be non•progre■alve. !!Mt r.ellglou . •. --... ,., ... --:.. --- .. ..... - . .. . . .,. .. .... . .. . .-. . \ . . . 
-~rdera which oonduo•ted them. had a very 'til.aok pa■t. Oomequent• 
.. 

ly- tho•• who sent their ohllm-en·to them ••r• ~rg~~ the 
_ ....... --.. -·-·- --­_ __.._ .. 



members ot the wealthy class wbo had always been favorite■ -of the Roman Catholio churoh. In a word• these achoola 

were otton ariatooratia _1n_tone. Thus, with the publio - -
school. system improvin5 right along and reaching a stand• 

ard superior to the Cathollo aohoola, parents began to 

aond their chi~dren to the publio elementary schools. 

Hence tho closing ot. many Roman Catholic elementBl'J' 

schools. 



-

OHAP'l'lia V 

. . 
KDUCATIOl1 UHD.ai 41HE R1'PUBLIO 

Education in the Philippines followed veey much the 

same patterns as described 1n the chapter on education un• 

der the American government. There had been no stgnitlcant 

changes up to the beginning of the Second World War. The 

period between the pioneering era. and the war was a period 

or expansion. Elementary educatlon reached all classes ancl 

all aeot1ons or the archipelago. Teacher e·ducatlon raaoha4 

such a high 1mpetua that there ••re more teachers than. a~l 

the schools could absorb. Consequentl.7, there were moN 

Wlemployed teachers than 1n an7 a1nglo proteaa1on. 

Late 1n the thirties there was an attelllJ)t to re-examine .. .. . - ..... 

the merits ·ot the, public educational system. There••• a - , 

universal f'eeling that the system was not preparing the - . 
youth ot the .land for lite ln that the c'IUT1culum was too 

academic. The •ohoola were producing men and wonan who 

apvned labor. !he 7outh ••• better oon41t1oned to ■eek ~- .- - -- -· 
wb.Jte Qollar jobs than more conatructl"N or practical aotl• 

v1t1ea auch ali b~1ng good f'8l"Dl9ra,• houee-w1vea, akille4 

workers 1n. indtiatrlea, eto. 'l'be educator■ not1oe4 tbat moat 

or the youth ot the 1an4 quit aohool betOJ1~ they t1Dlaha4 -- ___ ,.,, "' .- ~ - . .. .. . "' ... 

the 1nterme~U.ate S19ade•·• 'l'heretore they. t'elt that tbe . - ... . 
curriculum f'O!' the elementllrJ"· 1evel should be ahOJ1tene4 to 



r 

1noluda. the essentials of' eleMentary educat.ton and thua 

also abbrovlate the number or years spent in the elauaroom. 

The educational act or 1940 resulted. Instead ot the traditional 

seven years spont in the olontontar7 gl'&dea t.'ie co~•• re-

quired only six years. In order to accommodate mo~t 1t not 

all t he children or school age. the bureau uaed the double 
. . 

session plan. The day was divided into two sessions, pupil■ . 
attending in two oh1tta. and the teacher had to teach two 

different grou~a. one in the morning and one in the after• 

noon. 

Untortunatel7 t~e ~r started just when this education• 

al act was being implen1ented by tl'ie bureau. Consequently 

there was no way or evaluating ita weaknesses and 1ta ettect• 
. 

iveneaa. During the occupation there was no educational . . - . 

sys~m. The Japanese triad to aarzey ont their own plan to 

woan the Filipinos from their. attaohmen~ to America. 'l'hey 
. 

burned the American text-boo~•• deati-oyed the librariea.and 

converted aome .or the achoola into ara~nala. At t1rat the7 

tri~d to 1ntroduoe ~1ppongo. Ja~•n~••• into the aohoola 

system introduced by the oooupat1onal govel'Dll8nt. The na­

tives. howeTGr., would not send their~ oh1ldren ~ the Japan• . - ... .... . -
ese schools exbept when they were forced to do ao. Thua dur-

·1ng the Japanese oocupat1on ot the l■landa there was, •• 1 t 

were, an educ a ,1.~nal vaouum. 

The year■ of enelll'J' oooupat!on seemed to n:ake the Pb111p• 

pi~• education paat hiatory. Text-booka were either burned 

.. 



by the Japanese or buried so 1r.an;1 teet undei- ground by the 

F~ ~~-p1noa and by this time they were being ea ten by the 
. 

earth. S1nae most ot the ao}lool bu11d1nga were turned into 

military arsenals they were tai-gets or Amer1·oan bombel'a. 

\'Jhe~ tho smoke ot war t1nall1 cleared hardly a school build• 

in(J :.usod as Japanase ~lll'l'aoks remained standlns. Yet, sur­

prise or surpi-1ses, the F1ltp1no 111aestroa and r~estraa 
. . 

earthed t he tex't-b.oolca and a~ted to organize olaaaea. The7 

met. unde:r tempo:ral"J' shades o:r 1n bombed out buildings. 
. . . 

Conditions dm-1ng the post-liberation period made it . 
d11't1cult ror the government to organize a brand new sobool . 
system. The phya1cal rehabilitation or the tOIIJl8 and o1t1e■ 

and the rebuilding ot -the islands I economic structure took 

all its time. on top or it all, beoauae the independence 
. 

or the country. was granted by Amei-ica ln July 1948, ·moat ot 

1ta time was consumed ln 'reol'p.&n1z1ng the governme.nt to 

make it oontoi-m to lta new oonatltuti~. 'l'hua tbaz.-e ••• 

some sort ot educational ohaoa at t ·1rat. 

It !a needleaa to aay tba t mlllloqa ot cill1ldren and 

young people ot aahool age nre waiting tor aoboola to open 

their dowa. Hapeoially a1noe moat o.t ~- hacl not seen 1;Jle 

lnriide ot a aohool tor tOUJ9 year~ they ,ere hUIIFJ' tor tb8 

t01'mal eduoatlon wbioh they enj079d before· the •IIJ'• Renae 

there wen aore pup1la than all ex1at1ng ■ohool■ 001114 ao•· 

oommodate. Aa a result pr1nte sohoola obai-c1ng high tulticm 

teea IIIWlhl'oomed ln al.moat eve'r71111ddle•a1sed comi11Unlt7. 



Many or them ex1eted tor pzaot1t. Doing 11p•aerv1oe to the 

educational law or 19401 they established ele•n~ aohoola 

and afterwards added the higher l•vela. Thus pupil• were 

put through school without being eduoate21. 

At pre.sent, however I the government 1s tr,1ng to e li• . 

minato certain school■ that have no right to ex1at b7 en• . . . 
forcing the regulations oontro111ng private education, in 

order to aateguard the r16hts· ot the ch1ldzten. Henoe, t1;1ere 

is the stringent rule that schools must complete the require• 

ments before they ma7 be allowed tp open or operate. 

Education 1a one ot the mJQr pzaoblema ot the Philip• rl, 

pine government today. T~ ~•truotton of the aohool build• 

1nga during the war, the 1nab111t7 or the government to ao• 

commodate ch11ch-en or school age, the 1nadequac1 of the 

school curriculum, tbe rapid increase in population .. the 

poor quality or teaoher personnel,• all these contribute to 

the yearl.T school crisis. The o~~! _aolut~29 _ 1_,_ ~ , en9.9~!ls•• 

ment ot pr1v~t• eduoa~ion. It ia tor th1a reason that tha 

government ta 1'Jl1endly to organizat1ona that are co~petent 

1n running aohoola. 

EspeclallJ encouraged ~ t~. _go_ve~n1; 1a the ea~b­

llshment o£ vQo~tional aohoola. I~ beiievea that the 7outb 

must be- prepared to baooma akllled irorkera 1n a rap1dl7 - . . -
growing lnduatrlal country. !'here l■ a new pol1cJ no• belng . . ,. ... .. 
put into operation, namei7 • 11eoondarJ' •~hool■ mu~t become 

. . 
p~t;ly vooatlonal! ■cboola and no new aeoondarJ' ■chool •'1 

open unleaa lt empbaalaea vocational training 1n it• progl'U. 



F:rom th1a d1aouaa1on it ia olear that the Repub11o ot 

the Pb111pp1nea 1a seeking to irnprove the eduoational ayatem 

and 1s detel'Alned to Mak-e the schools mo~ .f'unotlonal than 

he11etotore. It ma 1 ts own problems and there are •DJ or 
t1'em. Yet education talces p:r1or1ty. Education require• 

much ot the na tionul 4.noonie. 



G·HAP'l'filt VI 

. EDUCATIONAL PROBLEMS IN PHILIPPINE 

MISSIONS 

Isolat1r.g .l!!!! problem. Chl'ist1an educat1on 1a one ot 

the specialized services of' the Christian Ohuroh. As aoon 

as the m1as1onnry opens his mouth to tell the atoey ot Jesus 

and Ilia love he 1a teaching. The aum and substance ot the 

Lord's comm1ao1on ha·a much to do with teaching. Saya Jesusa 

"no ye and malce d1:>o1ploa or all nations • • • teaching the■ 

to obsorve, etc." ~att. 28, 19.20. It 1s the pr1'1111ll'7 con­

cern antl burden or the organ1zed -oongregat1on to teach 

every member the holy and srao1ouJ will ot God·ao that each 

one may grow 1n Cbrlatian Jmowledge and graoe1 in raith and 

good works. 

It la needless to say that the m1aa1onar,- should be 

education oonacioua. !'he wry nature ot h1■ work preaup• 

·poaea:-tba;t be la· an eduoator~ Whe~ he concluot■ .hl■ Su~ 

acbools. ·vacation Bible aohool•• c~ntlrinat!on and memberah1p 

olaaaea1 -~n ·be tralna hia SUndaj' -eohool teaohera1 when be 

preaohea the good news of aal'f8t1on tbl'Ougb t'aith in~ 

Redeemer.in formal worablp· he la playing the role or eduo~­

tor. Be tbwl ■pend■ moat ot hla time teaching, not to •n• 

tlon tbe time apent 1n preparing t1- subject matter. 



Conscious ot h1a role as o.n eduoator. tho r.d.aa1onary 

studies the educational oppo~tun1t1ea. the poas1b111tJ' of 

using education as a han~ma1d of m1saion wm-k, and the p:rob• 

lems in connection with education 1~ geuaral and with Chr1•~ 

tian education 1n part1oular. He oupt to make this atudy 

even betoro h6 leaves tor the Ph111pp1ne field. Hie laok 

or k11owled3e ot tho problem involved beoause of h1s ta11Ui'e 

to study them uould not only deprive• him ot the eattlj enjo7.­

r.aent of his work. but also :rorce him to use the expena1:va 

trial-error mothod that often results 1n what educators 

call, in popular language,• educa·t1onal boondoeg11ng. 

The tollow1ng incident helps ~o re,real the real problem· 

in 1daa1onary education. IS&rly in. 1951 the Education <:omm1t­

tee oft.he Ph111pp1ne· Lutheran Conterence met 1n san Fernan• 

do. La Union. 1n order to atudy and ~ropoae plana tQ the 

Coin'el'ence relatiw to tlie prea.a1ng problem ot training 

national workers. 'l'he members ot the COlllllllttee who are by 

no means authorities ln the field or education oould not 

agree on a det1n1te plan, and ao tmt7 submitted three plane, 

one ot mloh waa not thoroughlJ' studied. During the laat 

quarter of an hour before the committee adjourned one••• 

b,r inzcgested the no,rel idea that oandldatee tor the 1tud7 

ot theol~a· nee4 not attend a oentral pre•theologioal aohool. 

The plan 1a _that rather tban tollcni the t1ma•teate4 tradition 

ot gJv1ng 7oung m•Ji some PN•theologlo~l ,tninlng by ott•~lq 

course■ to~ -them either at a pre~~ratory sohooi or adding 

p~e-~eolog!oal courses. trom below to the seminary currio111lum 



-41-

•• 1t baa bean and ' l■ still being done in the aeminal'J' in 

Spr1ng1'1eld, 1111no1a, and 11 being done to some extent ln 

th~ st.Louis tuthe~an Seminary, the F111p1no preparatOl'J aoh~ol . 
student would be advised to attend a local college where an 

American trained miaatonarr 11 ■tat1oned. Thi■ student may 

be supported on a aoholarahip baste, 1. ••• the miaaion 

end ita adherent■ or members would pay the tuition anc1 pos­

sibly also the living expense ot the atudent. In retUl'ft the 

student is to serve the local miaaion wheneve~ and wherever 

he can. Besides carrying the requiaite aubja«?t• 1n the col­

lege he is expooted to take pre-theological couraea such a■ 

Bible,· nliurch lfi&tol'J', Pub11o Speaking, Advanced English, 

and other aubjeota that are essential tor the atud7 ot 

theolo51. 

After at least tlve such students will have tin1ahed 

the required courses they are sent to a central theological 

school to be establiahed later ~n by authority ot the Con• 

rerenoe and the Board of Poreip n1aaiona. 

The plan itaelt •ke.■ excellent sense and 1t sounded 

,rery well to the ears ot the members ot the Conterenoe. 

Acaordlngly a resolution waa passed by a vote or ten to one, 

the chairman ot tbe Bduoatlon Committee voting agalnllt the 

resolution. 

Fortunately· a •j~rlty vote •Y not neoeasarllJ' be 1n 

the right. 'lhl• •J' be aald ot •DJ' •Jorlty group, -inolu41ng 

a majority ln a oonte~noe ot paatwa or miaaionarl••• 


