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' l ~m RSTl.JRM OF Tim RACliBL: A C'!?I'fIQUE OF 

A Thcs:tc Pro:Jcnto • to the F::.culty 
of Conco1"l1·.i2. So:ili.~:l"Y', st. ItJUio., 
~,:.rtr:n.'lt o:Z ::.i'yot~n"i.:lc Tl'!aoloc;y 
in :>~t~.:.'.l i'f•1 <'i~'!Cllt o! ·~.e 

1,a:._ui..~tcnts fo1• tho clo~"ee of 
Do.ch.clo1• of D".tvlniv 
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C!U\P'.i'B.'l. I 

I smw.oJ . ., ,,;ho -~Us -".-,he otor-.:r, hmr.:JJ.13 i'onncl it convenic.7it to go to 

son, ~ 'l ... l ve<l et Uet'! Dcc1£o~d to spend the ni.ellt -;?l::,Uo on hi.o -:.Jey to 

d;!l'ltuoket. At ~;~; Bcdi'o1·d, IohriW.ol r11Ct ~ ee :v.e::s, a !)af$Qll .O:ora c. ~ uth 

Sea i r.oJ.o,nd. The fl.•lcn ship ,;:hich i'ollo ;cci bot ,;~ the t;.;o ::..•et.-ultccl in 

Boi'oro lonv-lne i'iei: B<..-d£oi~ , Ial ... UJ.el u.t·iieneod. a c!'!urc.l-J. oeivl cc at 

t ho rnala.1:1a11•a cli.~pcl. :Jn~"'hcr H~ lo;, a. .to...,-.ier s:lilo1.•, dolivorcd a 

s~!Oll on Joru!.~. The t hc:-.10 of tho o~ ,?OJl -:.-~ s obedience w tho uill o'f 

ao . 
In ?a11t uckot, GUOG.1,UC(!, tt-cst:bl8 i:n his .~oden 300 Yojo, hod 

clecit1ee. ·ii!'l..':t IalJri?Z,lO'J. clmuld ::;olcot tho ship Oll , :'hich . ~ ,. would sail. 

Tho tll:i.l"Cl sh;tr, ·iah~t I shr.12.el il1Gpectsd ; .. ra.s t ho Pequecl., ~:hich be clio:.:0111· 

Captain;.; Pelog end Dil.dr.c.1. ,~-o • the chief o.-nwru o:£ tbo. vesr.:cl• ie­

tuckct Qimlc01·0,. tliey- hod l"e'tired f ra:::1 uhe.l:L"lg, unc1 nt thi~ · ti."i!e l:ioro 

r.:01-e:cy- pi--ov-1.cioning the .Peq-110~; C~Jt :;11."'1 .IUU!b trc\S to ce t.1.0 ~ta.ill 

c'lm:-:1~~ tho VO)'"<¾~ • . 

The day ~ 0 1"0 ,s ailin5., illl · o-;tc. rae.il. by- the nmao of El:!jch r.1:?il.e 

ocvoral-curious re2;WJ.•lcs :ibo-,.rli C..~ t.ain /a1:.ib i:a~. tho ccnl.?ie voyago11 

Ch1•i.at 1 ~...s r.wrn:tne., the (:;J.y' of a:,.; Jina; n1-1 j ~1 r.10t Isl1t.?Coel :;,.."'ld (!'UOO(!ue~ 

:!.'>ld ~ kod i£ t11ey 1-i.ul seen tho ph.·m:t.01a figures :meal: O."l bos "tl tho l>cauod 

ju.?t bei'ore dmm. 

~tain .Ahab lmd gone dot;n ill'to his cubin cl'tor an•iv-.l!.1g on 'bom.--d 

the Pc.9uoc:i ba!ol"8 the 1-cGt of the crew m'rived. T"ac Fequod b:w. 1--eacb.cd 

----.... 
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t?ie wm,;1 ,,m.te1-o o:r tbe eo.,uo.torial $".Ono bo:rorc Abo.b z:.IC.de his ~)!->ooranco 

to the Cl"Cl>ie Up to thio t:in:)1 thol"O WW u certa:h1 m:iOl.mt of goss-lp :md 

rumor -aoout Ahab. IIosii oz the crew l~r tc"1at a "tm!to "Uhalo h..'l<t1 :bit·~ 

ott .Ah:lb's ono leg ,lw.":L~ a. pravio-,w 1fml.in.3 ~-:0• 

Soon a..~ A.':-ulb !lnde his ~'":mce on d'3C..~, he ~v.thorce the cret-; 

toeethcr and tol.d then of ~lis purpose., \>:llich u~ tb ca~;r'.;Ul~e the ~iilitc­

whale., ?•!ObiJ D'lck. !Jm.b received the :.u:om l.Dyalt;y of tr..c Cl"a:1 in lliG. 

chnso ~or tho uhl\1.e, o.."lld ho n~::P.~ u cloubloon to tho t'..t'.St; the cloubloon 

,r.is the p i'"j,,i -e !'or tho f-1..i•st r~1 ~mo spotted !~oby' Dick. 

Hhile cruisi.'lg t."OUt.t-i, .!'lhai.> had e w..~· boa.t :titted out f'or M.1\lSelf. 

The boat had a ~,eoial holo a.'l<l notch £or his ,:ooden leg. Ord:L~ 

onJ~y tho ma.ms J.o.reretl auey for a -:.male. 

~]hcnavor Al-w.b 1iW'ti another slli:p, his ~ question -:.1as :.wou.t t.°110 whi~ 

uh;;:J.e. tis the Pocr®d Gailod tiOUth around CJ».,10 Il0l'l1., ho llt.iw:led r,wals to 

locate tho feed.int: erc,unco, the routos of tho t.mal.es, mid tho r.ila.ces t·1he .. ""O 

Hoby' Dick h.?.d boon noon. ~b-bc~1e r.m•e tense as tllo ~go 91--ocreauecl. 

The tlu-eo mt.es., S·@•buck, Stubb, ~.d. Flcsk, l'JGl."8 r,1~-eq illWl'"OSted 

in QWrillf, t-JbDlo oil £or W.£:C:IGe They c1id not sllt!l"O J\lmbls cedl.•e for 

rCMm{.'8 on tho 1-iliito whoJ.e. 

!\..4"tor m-riv.i.115 i..'l t."1c Pacific., tha :f:-i ";"St 1·hales -:·;81"'0 soon. :i:ar.Edi­

a.toly n:i."'ter t.1:te notice ,ms gi~; fiim· orientals e.t)!?e&-Od mld bectm?O t."18 

<n'1ni .for Alw.b• s boat. T110 hi:,.rpooner 1~s Fcd3llah. Th.esa t-m-e tlla pl~to!J 

i"it-uroa that .n:lijall h.'Ul spoken about to Ic..11?i1t\8l and Qu.Gequeg.. ~1eso 

oriental natives hac1 r~cd hidclon up. ·u, this ti:?JO. 

Scon ~ this !il'st onCOU&"'ltor ,dth i>:hal.ee,. St\mb 1i.an.1fJO(l to ldll 

a. ,:hale or 2.?1.0thor g1'0\..,p that .-:us s:lal!ted• stubb 11:!d tho cook prapa1-o a 

I 
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'Hhcl.e :::teak for hir:1. Tlmt. sor:~ even:t.ng, the cool.:, COllE' .. '!Ulding tho Dhm:i:G 
. 
to be quioti proa.cbec:1 a ::iel.YlOn to thm:. 

One ~ tllo tihips mt 'HaB tho Joroboar.1. Tho JeroboPJn' o crcr~1 'i.:ns in---
fected trlth a COl'.ltt!r,iOUs dicoa.1:10. On boord tho sll:l~,, tho:.""O ,ms a r.x,11~ . . 
1.mbo.lanced r,e2.·so11 uho::Je :na.l'i!e 't13S Gcl3r-lal. Gab1--lcl imd co~..nced tlle Cl"Ot·i 

t li.."l.t his l')l'<>phecies ;-;ai-e tcldllC; p:J..®c, at".d in tb:1.$ "'ii:iJQ' ea:incd control 
. . 

owr t he Cl"et·I• The crcn: ot tile Pe(!UOd l ·r.:W .~htened by Gcin'iel 2l'ld t ho 

:1.ncicleir\16 on the Jerobom1. .A11.-ib nlao aCOl"..cd to sor.so a11 :!.ll ,rlnd, a 

~he Poquod aoon :utor mot the Vil•r,in, o. Dutcb 't•rhal.i.TJg snip. iile 

c1~:o 0£ tho tt-10 ollip::i cliasotl tho ·s~ uhcl.eo, tlw ? cquod•u e1•ei; ~ 

the· v:towry. Stubb · i\u-tl1or ?)l.vrot1 h1u cor.r.:.1otance il1 t11ia COlll3>0ti ti:ve 

dead ulmle to t.11.o :Pcq1.1.od and dug out tlte valuable a'llbol"gt'ia from under 

Shortly after r:10etil1g .. '110 P.oae-~, Pi;>,. the colorau ca.b-1 ... n WJ', uns 

.e111i.sted as a ter.\JOrary" croi; n10fflbor tor atubb• s boat. Dur1l1g m:1 e..)J.C()lmtcn" 

trlt.."1 a. t-rh:.tle, ·?:tp foll out o£ the bo._i.t a.zu1 ellllost clrownetl. Ti1e CG:pcriori.co 

t~t long a.ftormll'd, ~ orderad the carpenter to ~co. o. 11a..r :!.es 

· . .:tor h:1m out of a. nhalo bona. Ahab also CO.I!E:lmtlod the blac!::mt!1 to ~o 

It u:i& about this tir.JB t!-.e:(; 01eoqueg boca?:JG quito sick.- i1hinld.Dg 
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ti1.."l.t llo 'H''J.S goil13 to die., he o.3koo the cal'l"~tcr to nako a. co£,:t;...n, OVor­

comi.'lg his ~ U•1eus, a.!'tor rm-~·ln3 ti",a.t he nod ~a:.'lct.'1:1.ng he wot do 

co:f.'£:L'-1-sen che~t. l'."aS usccl. o.:; o. life-buoy fo-,... the PC<;.UOd. 

r,,.,'l,~ SC!IV8?·al v:Lle oo.tb.31 rmd behaved :in SOT.lC:Jtm'!l.t 0£ c. tronzied r:ia.'U'l0re 

2.'11e l'..-whel t;uo one or the 11e:di ::w.iy~ that tho ::.>oouoc:l. not on tiw 

hi&i cf'.aa. The cq,tcin of the Rachel uao searching for O!'lO of his B0110 

tl!nt hlild boon lost uhen a t-1h2le boat ovcrtumcd t..ilrinr:: an encoo.."lter ,;ith 

a rr'h,.".le. bll.'lb rof.'tl::;ec. to hell) tho ca,rJtain of 'i.h8 P.a.chel to soorch for 

.l\l~ ll..'!tl r~o.du.all~"' bccomo :;:ore dotor.r.:1.ned ~ bis pm•mlit or the 

lt:d·v.:, 1ri"~.l8. At O.'lO til'219, !?B ~10.ohecl tho c1'1U!.drant on the dock; becm1~e 

:J.t could not tell 'lits uhere Moby ·Diel: .. rm:?. lio contel•ad llio attention 

On the ~econd day., tho u~to i:hale k1.llod Fecfo11cl1.., .!\lmb1s li..·:rpoonor .. 

On the t.11:il•d deyi ,!iJ10.b -;.;a1~ hanged by t.he rope of his ho.rpOO!l -:-1bicl!. he . 

!-ioby 'D'lcfo., hend-on., r manad tho Pcquoa., ,;-rhich sonk. Isirnel man­

a~d to i•m-:m.:l.n .free i':rom tho s-.-r'..rli11g e<ld;y' of tho fili:'lld.nc Fecr.iod, and 

hm18 ou to Quooguog•s cof'f:in that had boon uoed :is a l:!i"e-au07., · :en -'lii.."10 

epilogi.10., tho Eachel roacued I~i?P..ael., Ute s,:,le surv1-,,r. 



<J~.?i'BR I! 

P.OOBW!:S I HVOLVIID 

The \U~; ~'1'-:rr!:01 t.hoy gl:l.c;_cd b;y as if .i rltl1 pacll.ocka 
on their nou.,c;bs;. tho sr.vage ::>eo.-h..-u'J!cs oo.ilcd , rltl1 shoi;t11od 
beaks. 011 tho socond dcy-1 a t>.,."lil tll.•ow nc2r1 nem."er1 all(\ 
picked t'l8 up at last. It ,-ns the· clov-loua-ci"ldsL,a nac11011 
•;;ha,t, · -~,;i her Nii..""aein{~ semi31 F.i"te1• iliD nissine chilr.'il:.-an; 
only i'o,mt\ another or;,->lu:lll. • 

Isllli".aol rer-?.'lincd :?S tlle 01'icy' mn-v:tvo1• of tho ?eo~od o.:..t:>tcr too vuiia. 

o.ttm;111t by Cap~ .. ~llab to " 1..-mt his barpoo:1 in the lii'o-ccrrtol• of the 

Dl.-O vital COir'ciOl's of thought. ~'11w.t allegoric:31 ~ ~:lbolical intent 

?!clvillo had whe:n1 ho i:-n•oto t l!o 110Wl he did not o~. Aa t.~c author, ho 

-a!Jon o:oo of the :iCNCral or.:;:haseo. It, is :!n pm"t becau:10 o£ :tolviU,e1 

the cryptic r.ia.."11 · that .00J11a lit.~- ratu.""l1ed, to bis ,~ks. 001eru m.10 in• 

toi"estacl' pria'.1.:.."Pi'.cy' in tllc =-'~blet,lS Helv.illa poses in tr''> novels us 

?r.obz:Diclc1 t-mich in several :respects OV':ldes a ;t; ... nal :lntel"'?rataticm. 

t'.ogerdleso of' tho ~,proa.ci11 ?-~J:ville I a .;:ol§-Dick rer.13:i.ns as one of the 

outsta.'1&5 novels :1.n tho English ~. 

ThiG cr.1.tiquo is to cl2.r-liy tho rolntion of -~e sllip Uachel to the 

rest or t,ha story. The Rachoi carries with it certain rr;;;mbolical :Lt:'i;?li­

ca~ that 14~ b00t."1. nci;lected in intel'll-~tiorw m?d criticior.ls of 

lyormml I-1,lv:Ulo• z.i:>&;:D:5.ck ~1Je.r Yol'"-t: Boo!rs :tnc.1 n,d.), 'E:Ylloeue, 
P• l:.79.• · 
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hU::'ll~ity in the i'c.ce of higlwr pai:ors. 

By ?l'~ -,,.co.t dof-lt1.!'..co., by' r>i'V-Jict-.l co~:::,'.,., Ahab CO!lnot ro1.'.t . 
and c~ t.uro :-i-.ib-,r Diet:: the oc.k'is OJ."8 n:;:w10•;;. ·r:.r.1; mld ii' i,-; �~� 
de.f-'=_.."',.llCo is noble., bis ::iet.'loz.ods m -e :i1J. chom:m. Cl>o'l.~i., cul­
·t1v:.it:i.on., 02·esr., qrt l"' t,l!e:.::o .ui~o t:.10 ~r men::; b)· ,1hich 
�~� diop1P..oe:; ucciclont m1tl subu.1.'l.00 t':1c vnce11t e~ po.-;o:i."O 
in t!1c 1?1"dvm"!>o: the lra)· o:r !,v.r~h 'Io not •;;o :;cc:,:.:c no1"8 
po·u·--•iul 'bl!t t.? beco .. e 1::.0:re l1u!:n..'l. 64 

n. A. ! ~rers ct.~~to:., 11/iI'?:::b• a i ~ t...'lio st..'i'l1r;cle o:S: a m::u1 :':itb a 1"0!":a.11-

t:l.c n:n:oo::.o ~.ncl & Calvl1li:-rli cor.ccience.116!i .'UlclJ feel.a t11at -~10...""C is a 

11ucmni.'1B in his i•l f e -:~hich. oludes hil:J.., 11 si?lca he cc:!l find little z-ecl. 

c:mte.ntr.te11t in ·c.he ?;>ur:,o:-;e fr:,~; ui'l:.i.cll he cannot, m-.'G!~. 66 It is 11ot 

\:ni:.il J 11~,b is ~b-lut to coot llio last. h:-11-p .. on at -~llo ,;hi.to 1:htle tr.t'.•;; :10 

lla:J hi~~ i'l ~:::h r,f ,.n: igllt; 110h., n•.>n I fer:,J. m:, topr.io.jt greatnc::c lieu in 

ii\Y' ~noot ¢0:t.1167 ·,tyers says toot /ll12.b•s "unccmqucr3ble spirit :m 
his m¢olllil\~ w·lli Cl'e mooilineleoc uithcru:b tho sutter".u,g-ullicll br-.!.nzs 

t hCl-:i 0"1o1.t and 81,~ thau Gi3"1u.f:l.conce;.1168 John Freer:ml s~; 

xv 

It iD strength th,.t wrv-lve.'3 us t.lie domint?nt il~::.sion of 
I•?o~llLcl::;, • • • St..T>enzt;h first",, but s.wneca 1187..t~ ihe :m 
thii!U!S D>l"e· of jo-J than sorl"0\1 i.'l him., he {I -:cl-vlllc) de­
cL~es; cannot be true:. ~he l•m or. Sorrom; ,1es ~e- t..""'1.1.ost 
or :-,iJ r.m1., the t.i.-,,wst o! all bool~a :La Solo?!¥m1s1 and 
Ecclesi..,stos tho fino-h:l!m'!!Ol•cd steel of t;oo;. ~!I 

64Ibid · n · 186: ---·· . . -• 
6Sa. A~ !t,crs;· 110e~iain JUi.-ibt_s Jl:lscovc:ey-.,-11 �~� �~� c~-terJ;y, 

(?-!4..""C}:1; 191.~), P• 31. · . 

66nn.d., l>• 29~ 

67m~lville, Moby-Dicl:., P• k77 �~� 

~!&· J!.• !t,c;.;•s, 2.e• �~�"�~� P• 30. 
69Jolm From.mn1 1Ie1-m.-m Uclv'-1le (nm: York~ !-~~ eo • ., 1926)., :;,.126. 



V:tmnJ of a more u:-:tar.dod ~atic-c-oc:Lal ooturc, of t!o!?r:Dicl-c~ 

ore found :1n tl10 ::1Jr"'"8r9l"eta.tio1m oS: t!atthiesoon mv.1 R. V, e:,aso. ,mo 
ah:o ~w :tc;ln..t.01 c. lDOl'O t'!o!'lnite r.ocognition in tho n:wol. !~ tthioooen 

~ te:·3 !Ielv.Ule's concern tor .~..c~ democracy into con...--ider:ition1 w.d 

plli1.osopey 0£ the OV'er-So\'l.l. :met sol£ l.~liance, Wa.tthiecscm also fil}cls -1,1 

Witi->..out del:i.bcr:itoq- intcn~ it; but b:, virtue of his in­
teuso cor.cei.-n ·;ith the precarious~ T:!aintoinod values of 
do11X>cratic Christ:lanity • ,\ilich he oaw ovo1-yt,llCl.'O boing 
thl."Ca.tcn1cd or b1"0lt~ dotm;; l!el'\'il.J.e created_ 1n J.lw.b·• v i;'oeocy 
a fc21,fi.!l. G,yT.il.."Ol 0£ the ;!olf-cmolDoed individualiOlll tba.t; 
cei--r-j.ed to its i\1.1-thect C:IT.trc'mo• 'bril"'.gu c~.-:-llater both ui,on 
itooli' and 'llt)0.'1 t110 5?-'0\1) of trh1ch it is part, Me f.ll"Cm.dcd 
also an Olltil'JOur.i ali.~ao o:r wba.t it1au to rosult uha!l the r,:mer-• 
sonian will to v-'-~e bec.."\,'n§ :1.il loua :1.nnocei\t netl?rE>S tho 
u:tll tp !)Cn,or and conque'--t• ·,o · · 
!Gh!:lll.01 .is ,gi~ a m~· ~ ntincmt· :potiitd.on -!n Chacof·s in~-

novoi_. /J..i;i~1. ,it iD tl.'llo t~t th01'0 ic a dC:lfi'lito relation !'\."!d ~ 1 -

nrity in the icloos oi' Iclt.riU1el and !·!elv:lll.81 it is otdll t.ruo;; 'b:, prln­

ciplea of jut:t criticist.1, th..".t. in {ihe now1 it::loll h ln':l!!el i:, subject 

onl;r to the self :!ntor!,~'Gt:ltion of tho :i.ntc~ted ·d i,:,lo~ Chase intar-­

~rots. 1•ioby;-D:t.ck m tol1:11.~ of Toyilbeo•s :21"il1e~le ot ~:i~ml a.TJ.d X'GWJ.~ • 
• 

'l'l:ds ·mtb.otl ot intel))1°et:'l·2iion.,, ho bnc m..-tcmd~ w -Include ci11 of 



i•!clv:tllo•,1 uorl:s. 'lho ~ •• nci-plo o:t -:..;ithtira·rol. and 1."Ctum, OilWJC? bolievoo., 

Wit.'1c11.•.:J.'!:al hao ~t leo.st tbl•ee l'el:~tcd r~.nil1r~ in :!clville' a 
tt,tn. It uigr.Lf'ies the s: i~:itual. ordeal or the .f'nll~l ao1'l; 
his sui'i'e1-:L,g in the c131"1t roe.cha~ of tbr. soul,; hi:: p=epm~tion 
.f'oi• ~!~e Cl,"Ot\t:i.Ve em<Jr£PlCO or l.'O'b.'.l"n (1..chmacl ~run 'o...-1.~ :1.'1 ti-t.o 
u i1dm.'\neoo, !)l•epCl""lU6 h:ir.::eli ror tl10 ~t naticn ,t-:.ic'h has 
bocu :"ran>.iaed hil11; l">J.w.ri1eun on tho roclt, GUi".tel"inf: ~ 1;::.it­
-i~ for the t:L"!JS ,rhen lm .. ~~Jl,le 1.;,ill rogcmorate ZCW3 end 
ens-J.:ro tbo ct."t.1:"m•al 1,ro~so o~ :Zll"J;i...,,,d) • It sissni,,.~s tz1e 
:90ot-:L"CVO).utiorun7 f;:\'>il.--it,,,..'1 ordeal of /.DGl"icu.,. the Islll!L.'\Ol 
or PrO?lietheus mno1ic llation:~. Alld it aia!Jirico tho ganeral. 
co110.ition of t.ho modem ,m .. lt~, -;.~h-~ci,: I-!olv:1110 conceived as 
ho.v-.l:1g !~~1cb:.•m·in (or f2.JJ.cn) ftv.:1 a i'or.oor state ot !lctlth, 

om~r, a..1ld heroi&.';: illto a tm.s'l:,el~!lltl and an tryi."18 to retw:n. 
(Th.is i s the a:ei1licit Sl!bject l''!.'lt.t01• oi' 01:lral.) t iithout 
:::ai-il~ thcolocicnl cm!t-ti.t."!lonts., !~olvlllo ·w:is often :!n tlm 
ctatc of l•l:!.llcl to \!h.i.ch C '!l~Sti0!1 thi!l!roi--s rofe:1.• l mel1 tlie:, 
tell \1.S t -ht\'t; ·in r-ioee:L":.1 tit.we ·uo c.i~ •tn tllo c.toool-ti.te ltom.•s 'be­
t~•1eet1 C-ood 1?1 ... l ci.1.7 and 17o.stor SUDCicy. 71 

ru.'i."o..i.r"'. C.~so is in tho i'olla::inrs cft.'!Ota.tion G:_,av!:il1!: o~ 'botl'l • :elvillo 

!Dhl.:1..1.0l' s ocm-ch for t'hc s c..-crct ot :iii.,-: patorn:1.tj is his 
atto:":~t to 11rotiJm. 11 Ue 1mi;t .r5,.1•r.t 3CCO'_ot tl10 -:.:it.l-idr~ru.l. :!n 
its full hor'l'Ol."'• lie ~t Jl!ru::e a. -:1holo syster.! of choices o~ 
boh...-.vt...01•, acc'3!,t.1.ng tho co1id.it.ions of J.f.Po thr.r ::b1_.,:cy,, 
a.t~~or.~ting to reconcile thcr.:. Tllis is .m ea..""1l!t.;cy, tasl~. 
There Call be 110 titanic s tOl"i'li."lg 0£ tile ho:m:mG, Ci."lCO that 
i o suicirJo. IGhrinel - the /IT.19l .... lcnn - cmi succeed :1.f £.'0!'18r­
ot:o'.cy-~ tile lont pcli8l"11.i!. va:!nes of :imell:!.go:10e, 
av.t.1101--ity';, ru."t., and. heroism, he 1.~: t hnt he cmi rotu:n1 
to them ~ by- accepting !liz lmi.."\11 involva::ient :in t.110 
~..liul values, t'.!l involve:-.1e1:1t. i:~llich :.tl.lu.·:;s i1m to le:mn1 tile 
pa.terno.l iclea.1., to fo1-cl3 the pa~ 7ieo.l to 1"id :!.~~oif o:t 
violence, !X7il~ -::;or:.:!dr>, and 2--ec.ct1"0n. 

71R. V. cmso, 01:J. cit., P• 37. -- -
72ll>1d.a PP• 37-8. 
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The a.c!aµtation of 41'\'f pm"'li or the nwol -to ill.lJ.st.ro.te or to r.•:&."OVO the 

vru.id:l.ty antl ~te un:!vercw.lity of a lll~ecant i !::fA\O o-r· c~--if;equeni"-~ "'l prin­

c,.plc doco not do ju:..tice to tile otr-'1.ctural a;.1e. ~;r.?bolic d10le. 

The b.."'.ZiS :i.ml ·~t-ie ::ou1-co for the in'Gerpt•e~tion of arr., novol. is the 

., .•. 

vuli(!j.ty o:r ~ho novel•a inte..'i'i;):ro-l.ntd.on of i·l:..self'. 

·xt is thQ p~cl. trentroc11t of ·i:.hc oy:?".bolic forcG or !ci'!!:1.-iel :i.!'l tiJe 

strnct'\,.ral ::ux1 &-yr.i>olic univ of Mopy-Dick tba,t m'.B l:i!:d.totl ?.'!8.1\Y inter­

prot..-itions o! the Jll.M)l. filw.l>1 s ntrug!!lo itsoli" can· be int~otac! in 

'J.l1ese $'.Igg~ .rtions, h~,CJV'eF, a~sur.w their l'<:lat-ive .. o .. it.ion::: in tho c!cr.-el­

o-m-a~ of the in.r•--:-nted ,•m.oJ.e .• " . -~-



Tr..e .ta:1:tn of I slv..c.el. i c ~-""J1 :. no ~ -oater th.,.._.,, a. I:m::.-wi'd 
oeed:, but it i :.i CllOU~~ to CJt.1.y hir. J:t..e."ld .:'.?ld to ao;;.,e hi.TJ:, 
i.11 t ho end:, solo m1d ci.."laJ.o ru:1onu a era:; that l'u,.d <?'ten ler;o 
£nith t.hnn ha. 73· 

Tho l~'?.cllel I s 1--osC\1.e o'! !Ghtiaal cul.itinc.tod hi:.l' ~ !u:1..ooo .. ,ey 0 £ bro-

1•ap ·esantacl. 

Tho ju::tif'ic:~tion of :i.ncluc.'l;JJ1!; tho opiJ.oguo in a.'l :int.erpr~tio.~ of 

!iOgr-D:tclc is c'l.eponc.ei.-rt upon t :w inclusion or the sy..fuolic a:~ non- eynholic 

'l'he c°lr':im1atic tonsio11 of ·liho toi·.~, novel 1D not i\~ 1'el.easod ;ith 

.!\h.'lb• s trae;i.c death. b · cathtu•sis :Ls i'rllotr~:t'---d:, ·and t ho thc:;10 is 
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love. It io not uecos:::er,y to '!)l'OW :troll :-!olvi...llo1o bio~ lliccl. mta. 

a.'ld hi:; ,roi•l-t:6 thc.t ':'SolT,f-D"lck is r.iore thm1 just a sto,ry 0.~ tJuw. i"t10 

11Chrl.otian" interp!'O-~.t.."i..on of !-~bY::D-lcl-=, tlll'OUt,1. the ~oli.ol Q.rtd !S=~w.el., 

doea no·i, homwer, contr:idict Mol'Villo•s CT.?11 th~~"in.3. Fro::! the note::; 

c :>ncC?'l.1 iQr Chl.""lst io quite appm."C:m.t. 

!Iob.v-D.iclc ia tho ctory of Ioi1r.~.ei and Aluw i lhOEO ec.wntul-es and e:,-. . 
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