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CIAPIER T
T SUOHY OF IDEY-DICK

Ishnacl, vho tells the otory, having found It convendicnt to go o
gery, avrived ob liow Dediord o spond the night vhile on his woy o
tntuckots AS Tow Bodford, Iohmael net Queequeg, o pagan fom o Ssuih
Sea island, The friendship uhich .'.‘o.ﬂ.mm«.’: betveen the o resuliod in
Tholir goine topether on o vholing voyare.

Beforo leaving licu Dedford, Ishnnel atiended a church gervice at

the thalenman's chapele Father Hemple, a former callor, cdelivered a
cermon on Jonthe The theme of the sormon wus obedience to the will of

Gode

In lantuckod, Creenqueg, tivsting in his sooden god Yojo, hod
Geclided thot Iohmanel shovld soleeh the ship on vhich they would saile
The thixd ship thod Isimecl inspected wes the Pequod, which he chosce
Capt .-_. Pelee end Bildad were vhe chicf ompers of the vesscls lon-
tueleb Cuekors, they had retived fvom vheling, ond ab thig tine woro
norely provicioning the Pequod; Capiain Aheb was to e the ceptain
c,‘w;‘.n;: the voyorcs

Tho ca, Lufore zeiling, on old meh by the name of Elijch mede
scveral curious remorks sboub Ceptain Ahnb and the coming voyascs
Clristnas moraing, the day of ¢ .....:mg, Elijoh mob Tolmeel and (ueequeg
ond asked if they had seen the phanton fisuwes smeok on board the Pequod
Just before donMe

Goptain Ahob had gone dowm into his cobin after arriving on boaxd

the Pﬂucd bafore the rest of the crow ayriveds The Peguod had reached
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the worn woters of the couotorinl zone be:z‘orc" Ahodh nzde his aymonronco
to the crevwe Up to this tine, there uas o certain anownt of gossis ond
rumor 2bout Ahobe oot of the creow lmow that a white vhale had bitten
cff Ahob's one leg during o previous vhaling voyalCe
Soon afoer Aheb made his appecrance on deck, he gathered the crew
topether ond told then of his murpone, vhich was to canture vhe ihite-
whale, Moby Dicke Afheb recoived vhe sworn loyalty of the crawr in his
chage for the whnle, and he nailed a doubloon to the nast; the doubloon
ws the nrice for the £irvet nan who spotied by Ddck,
hile cruising csouth, Ahev hod o vhels boot fitted out for hinmsell,
The boat had a snecial hole and noteh for his wooden lege Ordinarily
only the mates lovered s-n.!::;',r for a vhole.
ihenever fheb net another ship, hic only cuestion uas aboub the uhits
wvhales As the Pequod sailed soubh around Cape forn, he ctudled maps o
locabe the feeding grounds, the routes of the vhales, ond tho places vhero
Ioby Dick hod beon scene  Aheb. becawe more tenoe oo Ghe voyoge progresscde
The threo mates, Storbuclk, Stutby and Flegl, were merely intercsted
in gtoring whale oll for wopese They ¢id not shore Ahabls decire for
Tevensze on the yhite vhale.
After mim::, in the Pocific, the fivst vhales wore scone. Irmedi-
atoly after the notice was given, five ordientals aymeared and bocone the
" cvew for Ahobls boate The harpooner ung Fé&allah. These wore the phanton
firures that Flijah hod spolien about to Iohmael and Queeques. These
ordental natives had renainced hiddon wp o this tings
Scon after this first cncountor with whalesz, Stubb managed to k11

a vhale of another group that vas sighteds Stubb hod the cool: propare a
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whle cteak for hinme. Thet some evenming, the cool:, cormanding the shaxi:s
0 be ouleb; preached a sermon to then.

One of the chips net was the Joroboams Thoe Jorobomm's ercy was in-
fected with a contogious dis wuce  (n board the shin, there was a mentally
wnbalanced person uhose hane was Golbriol, Gubricl had convinced the crow
that his prophecics were teling place, and in this woy gained coutrol
over the crews The crou of the Permuod was frishtconed by Gobriel snd the
incidents on the Juroboams Ahnb also seemed to sense an 311 ywind, o
rosuls of Gobrlells impulsive mnd drritabting romoria,.

The Fourod soon aftor not the Virgin, o Duteh whaling siipe The
erews of the wwo ships chased the sane sholes, the Permodls crer neleing
the victory. Stubb furrther proved his compotonee in this comctitive
type of whaling vhen He porsuadel the Franch coptain of the Roso-Bud, the
newt ship the Peouod med, that the vhale ticd along side the Rose-fud was
worthlesgs SGitb wms reuarded for his chifgy tallcing when he toued the
dead whale to the Poquod and dug out the valusble amborgris from under
The whele's riba,.

Shortly ofter meeting the P.nbe-sud, Pip, the ceolored cabin Loy, was
enlisted ag o terporary cron nomber for Stubb's bozts During an encounter
with a vhale, Pip foll oub of the boat and almost drowned. The cmcricnoe
left hin nentoliy dorangeds Aftermmrds Pip spole of hinmelf as hoving
drouned; the reol My was dead. Ahcob forbade the crow to molke fun of Pin.

ot long afboruvoxd, Ahwdb orderad the carpenter to malie o new leg
. for hin out of a vhale bone, Ahsb also cormmamnded the blechamith to nd:e
a ner harpoon for nine

It was about this time that Quecqueg bocano quite sick. Thinking
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that he wos poing o dle, he nsked the carpentor 0 nelte o coffin, Over-
coming his iilnpus, afbor reenboring thab he had something he muct do
before death, (Awogueg converted his cofiin into o soa chs::?.,. aber tho
coifin~sea chest was used au o liie-broy for the Focuode

Soon afiter, o typhoon strucke The Pemiod wns almest ab the mercy
of the wind and the toa. During the clborn, the corposants, the yard amis,
began to burn, beesuse of the lightning, The crew was terrificds Ahob
mnde several vile oaths, end behaved in somewhnt of o i‘rcm-ied TAMOTe

The Rechel was one of the newt shins that the Pequod met on the
hizh coase The captoin of the Rachel was sea:rci_ing for onc of hiz cono
thot had been lost when a wvhale boat overturncd during an encounter with
a whoeles fhob rofused to help the ecoptain of tho Hochel to scarch for
his son. ..

Ahsb hod gradunlly become more debormined in his purenit of the
white whals. AL ong time, he sunshed the guodront on thie deck, beeause
3% could not tell hin whore oby Dick was. lie contered his atiention
solcly on the chagse ond hiz rovenpe of the vhalc.

Tt was Aheb vho Divet sighied by Jicks The encounter lasted
three days. On the first doy, the yhdte vhale gmoshed Ahobls boats

Cn the second day, the white vhale killod Fednilch, Ahabts horpooncls
{m the third doy, Ahod was henged by the rope of his horpoon uhich hie
had just throwm ab “ioby Hclke-

Yoby Dicik, hend-on, rammsd the Peouod, which sank. Isimoel mon-
aged to remein free ivron the swirling eddy of the sinidng !"'ﬂf‘;dag; ond
Inmg on to Cuceguegls coffin thot had been used as a life-buoy. In the

epiloguc, the Rachel roscued Ishmeel, the s0le survivore




CHAPTER IT

PROBIINES TIVOIVED

- The wharming shorks, they gliced by as if with padiocks
on their nouths; the sawvege sea-hmilts salled with sheathed
beckse On the cecond day, a2 sail dvow neay, nearer, shd
picked me up at laste It was thoe dovious-crulsing Rachel,
thot I her retrocing seareh afbor his mlssing childwen,
only fowmnd another orohan,

Tehneol remained 2 the only surwvivor of the Pecvcd after the vain
atbenpt by Captain fhob to plant his hornoon in the life-center of the
great white wheles T this dromatic struggle with Ioby Diclk:, both men
are vitul centers of thoughte That allegoricol mmé sybolical Indent
Tielvillo had whon he wrote tho novel he did not say. Az the anbhor, o
gpolte viroush Tshmcel and fhab, you dihout ldentifiying hinself with
cliler once Interprotetions of lelville through the novel and internve-
batione of the novel itsolf ave vericd, as eritics and readors seizo
unon one of the coveral ciphaces. T is in pard beeaunze of !lolville,
the cryptic nan, that somo have retned 40 his workse. Othors are ine
terested prinerily in the nrobleons Helville poses in his novels as
Toby-Niclk, which in several respects evedes a £inal interprotations
Regerdless of the approach, lelivillels loby-Dick remains os one of the
ouvstonding novels in the Imglish languvage.

This eritique is to clerify the rolation of ihe ship Rachel to tho
rest of tho gtorye The Rachel carrdos with it certoin gymbolicel impli-~
cations thet haove ueen neglected in interpretotions and criticisns of

Ljernen telville, Moby-Rick (liew York: Books Tnce, n.da) Enilogue,
De h79.
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Vicews of a more acbendeld democratic-~nocial nature, of lioby-Dick,
are foumd in the inborprotations of Mfatthiosoon and R V, Chasey who
alzo zive Ichmocl o moro Jdofinite rocogmition in tho novel. ebthiessen
tokies Ilville's concern for Ancricem democroey into consideration, and
sces Lhol as on individuol vhone desires and methods wonld tivmrt the
democrabic murnone, Hnouing Molvilicls disgebinfaction 1with Rusrsonts
philosopiyy of the Over-Sounl and self relimmce, latthiessen also finds in
Ahob an cuumle of the donper that resulis vhon a colfish idnd tolos
Zrercon's nhllosophy of the velf too literally,

Witnout deliberateoly intending it, but by virtue of his ine

tence concorn with the procariously rmaintained values of

domocratle Christianity, which he sowr evarywhere boing

threotoned or brolkon dovm, iwlville crozted in fhob's wrogedy

a foorfrl gybol of the zelf-enclosed individualicm thaby

creded to itz fwrthect extreno; brings cdisastor both won

dboelf and upon the proup of which it is parts e nrovided

alzo an oninous glirmze of what wag to result vhon the Mol

gonian will to virtue Lecamg dn loss dnnocent naturss the

will ‘o npouor and conquoste

Ishriel is given a nore rrominent position in Chasetls internrets-
tions TU is oppovont, howover, thet Chnse, rather than intorpreting
Tohmael as a gybolic or oven non-syrbolic fisurc in tho novel oo such,
impoues Melville's thinlkting unon Isimael in the interoretation of the
novols Although it is truc thot there ic o definito rolation and sindl-
arity in the idoas of Ishmacl and MHelville, it is otill true, by prin-
ciples of just criticism, thot in the novel itself Ielhmeel is smubject
only to the seclf interovetation of the integrated whole, Chase intar-
nrots Moby=Dicl: dn torms of Yoynbee's principle of wilthdrmml and returm.

This nothod of interprotation, ho hac extended Vo iuncliude all of

Txatthiesson, ope cities pe L50s
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diclvillets vorks. The prineiple of withdrawnl mnd retwrm, Chase boliecves,
can account for the variations in tho developmonts in lelviliets think-
ing.

Withdraval hao ot least three yoluted noanings in Helvilielso
mythe It signifies the shiritual ordexl off the fallen gsong
his suffering in the davk reache:s of the coul; hin wrepavabtion
for the creative emergence or rebtium (Tohnael umdoring in the
wildommess, preparing hincelf for the great naticn which has
been sronised hing Pronetheus on the roci, suffering ond weit-
ing for the time vhen his.griarmie 1ill rogenornte Zous and

ensure the cultural progress of mankind)e It significs the .
vost-revolutlonary spiritucl ordesl of Anoriea,. the Ishmacl i
or Tromethous cmong nabions. And it signifies ihe genorol !

condition of The modern world, which Melville conceiwved os
hoving withdram (or f2lien) fron o former steto of henlth,
pocr, and herolen into a vastelmd and as trying to retume
(This is the smplicit stbiject motior of Clarel.) Without
noldng theolopicnl comrritnents, Holville wos often in the
state of 1ind vo vhich Cluwdstion thinkers veier vhen they
ell ns that in mocdern tines we oveo in the desolate hours be-

freon Good Friday omd Doaster Sundoy. |

Iohanolla retum, Chase plebares oo 2 seavch Jor the fother, uho
would represent the former roodness in an achicved or Nuture stobe of

affairs, Chase is in the follozing quototion snealing of Loth llelville

and Tolonol,

Toinwells gearch for the sceret of iz pabtornity iz hic
atterpt to "roturn! o muwtd first accont the withdrzmnl In
its Dl horror. He rmmot mole a whole syoten of choices of
behavior, accoptding the conditions of life thoy imnly,
attamyting 4o reoconcile then, This iz an earithly tosit.
There can e no titenic stoming of the heavens, since that
ic suicido, Ishmael - the Ancrican = can succced if goner-
ounly coveting the loct patornal valuves of intellizence,
cuthority, ort, and heroism, he realizes That he can rotuxm
%o then oniyr by accepting his nman involwvencent in the
241301 velues, an imvolvement vhich allows hin to lcaven the
paternal ideal, to forch the paternal jdeal to xid itecell of
violence, pmer worshin, ond reaction.

Ta, v. Chcse, ope cite, D 37.
T2v510.y ppe 37-8e
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ey of She interprototions of Moby-Dick are commendabic in their
scope, in that the dramatle stiusgle botireon fhob ond the while reodily
Jends itoelf oo a cose history for any mmbor of theories. The cuoction
ig, ig it jJuut Yo Limit the scope of Moby-Dick Yo the goneruel. txosedy of
fhob and fron his strugrle to learn a lesson theb has rresent nemming?
The adaptubtion of any part of the novel to illustrote or to nyove the
volidity ond the wiversality of o nrocenb issuo or consecueniial nrin-
¢iple docs not do justice to the structural ond syrbolic vholc.

The bosis and the source for the interpreiation of amy nuvol is the
novel Itself. Strictly speolting, the biograpliical date of the author
is drvelevoni; the re:l.avo.ncc; o.‘:' biosranhical data in an internrelation
of o novel derives foree as the dota in o sceondary vy testifies of the
validity of the novel's interprolotion of iitself,.

The oxmroach is dmsortent. While it is true 'r.n.:.t telville's worls
sive muech infomantion about his thinidnz and his Iife, it docs mot
£o1dow Shet his vorls con be interprotod golely in the licht of his life
and thoughtSe

Tt &5 the pordicl treatnent of the oynbollic force of Isimnel in the
structural mnd symbolic wnity of Moby-Dick that hus Limited rmany inter-
protations of the novel, Aheb's strugrle itsclf can bo intermaeted in
several ways since the psycholagical-socinl suggostions mre varicd.

These sugpeabions, hovover, assume thoir velative nositions in the dovel-

ocrnent of the integrated vhole.

e ——




fhe faith of Tolmaocl io smnll, no grenter then o mmotard
ceed, tub 1% iz cnowd o stoy hic hend nd Yo save hin,
in the cnd, sole and cingle auony o crov thet had even leus
faith than ho.

8

Tho Rachel!s rescue of Ishmael culmdnated hin shilozopiy of wwro-
theorlyr love scybolicalily. Ac the cvonbs and the dramctle teneionm in the
navel prosressed and developed, Istmnel as o zyjbolic forco becamo rore

strong, although his irmediate rolc oo an cctor decrencel, Ahobts touch

g

of Inmonity that Storbucl: ond Plp Smwmocently aroused intensificd the al-
ready groving ouggestion, in Isimeel ond Queccueg, of on oltormative o
shabl'o venpornce, The cance ond effect progresuion of wvents in the
wovel suppesbed thet the altomaetive was Ishnnol ond vhet he sydiolicolliy
renresentod.

Phe Justificatlon of including tho cpilogue in on mm:'ctumﬁ of
Iohy-Dick is dependent upon the inclugsion of the syubolic and non-syriolic
ovents of the epilomuc in the structiurzl and oymbolic whole of the novel.
The contimation of the symbolic meaning of Ishmeel, the life-tuoy
cofMn, and the RBochicl in the eniiocue apnromriantos more definito irplil-
cations, in thet the irizd stiucturally Ladnss togothor the renaining
gtrands of the over-all plot of the nuvel.

The dwvanatic tension of the total novel is not fully relecsed :ith
Ahobts tragic death, The catharsis ic frustrobed, ond the thome is

31, 0. Percival, op. clts, . 25.

g ey Lo TR |
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slighbed whon e cymbolic whole is limited to Ahtblo dramntdc strurmios
Toimioel and Ahcb aro both nec.ssary to provide this cathartic cficct,
Symbolicaliy and etruveturally, Isimael and fhob constitute the manifog-
tations of tho thamc.

™The novel itoelf Justifies tho significance of Icimnel!s brotherly
Joves I{ io not necessory to prove fron Helville's biographicsl date
and his works thab lboby-Dick is more than just o story of fheb. The
uChariotioan® interpretation of Ibby-dick, tmough the fachel and Ishmael,
does not, howover, contradict Helvillo!s om thiniing, From thie notes
of hiz Toly Iand journey and his worles, especially the later ones, his
coneern for Chrict ic quite apparent.

Ioby-nick i3 thoe ctory of Igimeel and Alob whoze adventures and cx-
poriences asgeued snbollc sroportions, Balmncing Aheb wwith Ishmaed,

Touy=-nick is the story of « vongeance that did not hove 0 Lee
mimd el Lt

g
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