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IETRODUCTION

The subject of this puper is the Ministry to the
Instituticnalized Sick, This ministry must be distinguished
from but cunnot be sepurated from the parish ministry, The
distinguishing features ure these: this ministry is a
speclulized field of cctivity, often pastors enguge solely
in :i.t; in this ministry the sick people zre not to be dealt
with on the congregutional level, but us ludividuals,

This paper is o discusslion of the ministry to the needs
of those people who are sick, It deals with those who have
been instituticnzlized on account of ililness, At once this
appears very broad in scope, and imdeed it might bej for
included in this discussion would have to be & section deal-
ing with the ministry to people in eachi.type institution;
morsover, it would involve deuling with euch type of individ-
ual found in each type of institution, It must be said here
thut this is not the scope of the paperjy nor docs the zuthor
feel that such & breakdown is possible or necessary., People
must be served as people and not what they might be as a
result of their sickness, In a sense they must all be treated
in the scue way, dAs water secks its own level so sickness
scems to reduce people to a comuon dencuinator, Hence there
will be no reference in this paper to specific groups of
people, classified as such on account of thelr afiiiction,
It is believed that it is possible to set down principles

iii



which are in some way appliccble to all, This the paper
hopes to do,

In treating the ministry to the institutionalized 31ck;
two approuches are possible, The one is a discussion of the
purpose or goal of the ministry to the sicic, Simply put;
the goal 1s to reconcile pecple to God, The entire ministry
to souls in every phase of the church's work centers in thisg
ye prey you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God,"
(II Cor. 5:20) Basic is the concept that men in the ministry
are to leud people to a right relaticnship with God through
Christ.,

. The other aprroach is a discussion of the umeuns for
achieving described purpose, The concern of this puper is
the second approach, Accordingly, the paper fells into two
uain séct:i.ons: 1) ﬂ!he Christian Pastor zs Godts .way for
reaching the institutionzlized sick with His Gospel, 2) The
Holy Gospel as the pastort!s tool for glving God to people
through the Holy Spirit, The second part will receive great-
er attention,

It st be noted that the bibliography on this subject
is endiess, Everybody scems to think that he can and cught
to write a book concerning work with the sick, Thus the
market hus been flooded with many bool:s all of which are not
of the highest caliber, The aubhor has tried to make a
careful selection,

iv



CHAPTER I
THE PASTOR AS GOD'S .4BASSADOR

God uses people to wreuch other pecple with the Gospel,
In a2 speciul way God uses pustors as Hls instruuent to reach
peopley This takes nothing frow the first statement which is
an expression of the tecching and beoutiful practice of the
wiversal pricsthood, While all Christiasns "should show forth
the praises of Him who hath called them out of durkness into
Iis marvelous lightv (I Pet, 2:9), pastors have the specizl
office of serving the flock over widch the Holy Ghost uikes
thenr overseers and of feeding "the church of God which He
hath purchased with His own blood." (icts 20::28)

Hence, it is not incorrect to describe the pastor as
God!s ambussadorg for he is sent from God to peoples to biing
them His messuge, In terms of this paper, the Christian
pastor is God's way for recching the institutionzlized sick
with His Gospel, As God's ambassador to the sick, there are
three musts for the pastor. He must know himself, he st
possess the life of God in Christ, he must know his com—
nission,

In the first place, the pastor must know hilumself, [,‘/

/o
Froper self-exawination in the light of Ged's grace and
revelation leads to a feeling of unworthiness, It proupts
one to exclaim with Isaish: "Woe is me for I am undone;

becuuse I am & man of unclesn lips: for mine eyes have seem
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the King, the Lord of hosts." (Isaich 6:5)
_ Knowledge of self is important for dealing with others,
Wiliiawm' Goulooze correctly assertss
The pastor cannot come to grips with life in the
experiences of others, unless he his seen hinself-
in the light of God's Word, He must know himself,
how veak and frail he is, full of evil inclinations
and o temdency to do wrong, Likewise, Paul, though
& wonderful servint of Christ, an umbassador of the
first order, and a leader of nen, confessed that
he was "chief" among simners, (I Tim, 1:15) one who
knew the power of sin and the relcase that coues
through Jesus Christ, (Rom, 7:8) 1
Even as the Apostie Paul becume strong in the Lord only
when he knew his own sin and unworthiness, so pestors who
would be God's ambassadors must truly self-examine heart,
mind and life, This is true for the Christian pustor no less
than for the parishoner; he must know himself under the close
scrutiny of the Word of God under the guidcnce of the Holy
Spirit, Self-knowledge is essential to a proper reluticvanship
to God and people, It helps the pastor to reuch a naturity
of Christiun fuith which seasons and prepares him for & rich-
2
er, fuller ninistry cmong God's people,
The best and most tulented of God'!s servints, under-
stending as they seem to be, do not rezlly know the working
of the Holy Spirit in humen hearts, nor the mamner of working

with the sick and afflicted unless they have seen themselves

1
Willlam Goulooze, Paztoral Psvcholoky, p. 198.

2
Ibid,, p. 199,
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icte Yundresused® befove the Lord, It is easy to feel
Liportunt, wellldng about grecting pocple, it is not difficult
to uppear sijnificunt as & profegsionsl worker; let one see
hinsell as & sinuer in need of Godts life, &s a veszel uarlit
for the liusterts use wntll cleanszed and wurified by tie lasterls
hund and he wilil have uu.Ls...l. th : L5t step in reollling what
1t wecns to be Godfs wbassador,

It is gouvd if the expericuce of zceing oncsell under the
secvenlight of God is huwbling; it should net be peralyzing,:
ligrely to look ot oneself wmoy bs thot, Hence, it 1z equally

nucessury, in addition tc kmouwing cneself, to Inow God ond

W

po.seus His 1ife lu Chwelst, This moy sppe.r elementary, but

tnless oue hes cu iutimcte cumnecticn to God, unlcss one feeds
deily at the cress to nourish the l1ile of God which is by

faitih in Chndst, waless une hnows God, the ministry to the

c-u

sick will degenerate inbto nothing more thwn eald duty, The

O

uecess of the pestor will be in grovorticon to how he 1z
related to God thwough Christ.

There 1s nced for stressing this point when it iz consid-
cred thnh toduay wore thun ever before pusters wre teupted to
put more trust In psychwlegy than in the power of the Gospel,
Judging by tThe ficed of ligerature widch 1o aopcaring on the

narket, dealing with pastorul psychilatry cud the 1like, it is

e

Cf, Liom, 7:20 - 832,

4
cf, II Tin, 335, c¢lso I Cor, 1l:l7,
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necessary to reiterate that the power of the Holy Spirit can-
not be reduced to a psychological device, To leun too heavily
upon the ability to understand people and the ability to influ-
ence . them will lead to a ministry which frustrutes Godl's power
and mckes the Gospel of no effect,

Pastors are different from each: other, but they have a
camion faith in the Lord Jesus, This faith which accepts
Christ and aprrehends His life i: the essentizl critericen in
the ministry to the sick, Vhen the Father, the Son, and the
Spirit are at work in the pastor, then he as God's ambassador
wlll have a power-packed minlstry which is helpful to pe0ple.5

Reyumond Calkins belleves that the supremely attractive
thing in any man is simple holiness, Iuch is made of the
draving power of beauty, fascination, intellect, wit--in a
word personality, Yet none of these can guite coupare with a
life of love which 1s generated ﬁy God and aimed at people,

To be only religious is not enough, There are those anim:zted
by the sincerest notives, 'wrho' are ruled by the tenderest
consclence; and yet their religion is not a naguet in the
h«s-za:—.:ri:.6 They souchow have a shortage of the life which the
Holy Spirit 1_:01'1:5 by faith in Christ,

As an apbassador of God it is important that the pastor
know himself, that he have the life of God which is crected

5 ©
Raymond Calkins, How Jesus Dealt Mith Mem, p. 19.

6
I,, bidi) Pe 65.
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and relnforced by the Word of the Gospel; for then zlso will
he be uble to reilize his sucred cormission, The pustor is
God!s representative, No other stands in such direct relation-
ship to God and to people as God's servant, set aside and °
dedicated for this holy purvcse, '
The Lord Jesus Christ Himself bas given the cormisszion,
"And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying,All power is given
unto me in heaven and in earth, Go ye therefore, and teach
isll nations, baptizing them in the nume of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghosts teaching them to observe all
thiugs whatsoever I have commended yous and lo, I am with you
elway, even unto the end of the world," (Matt, 28:18-20) To
this William Goulooze comments:
This was the great commission which Jesus gave to
to His dpostles and which He gives to servants in
our day, challenge of this commission has never
been altered- its ringing call to service remains
as the,watchword to every called minister of Jesus
Christ, This is the greatest comuission which could
ever be given to any man, Far grecter thon any
portfolio or cummanding word from iashington to a
delegated awbassador to a forelgn country, and of
more emkiuring importance than any high commend in
nilitary circles, our Lord's commuission remelns as
the challenge of the centuries, given once for all
to His followers as the wutchward for service, 7
Jesus further outlined this great commission in St, Luke
24:46-48, "And He suid unto them, Thus 1t 1s written, and
thus it behoved'christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead
the third day: end that repentance and remission of sins should

be preached in His name among all natlons, beginning at Jeru-

7 :
GO“lnoze,l.QE. m-, Pe 2050



| o

(4]
solen, fnd ye ove witnesses ol these things." The ehurch
today lives by this commission of Jasus, and pastorz iu the
gervice of Christ are bound by it,

As an arbassador of God, the Christian pustor is the
bringer of pLood news which is the Gospel that people, through
the Holy Spirit, might trust Jeosus as Savior and Lord, The
cirrge 1s to bring the Lord Jesus Chylst in His fulness ond
strength to poor sinful peoople and to £ill thelr desperate
need witk the applicatlon of the fact: "Chrizt died for us,m

3y od

How Lhen e arve rbassadors for Chwist, as God did beserch
you by ues we neay vou ia Christls steud, be ye recounciled to
(od, For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sing
thet we might be nade the righteousness of God in Hin,®

(IX Cor, 5:20,71) The pastor must lnovw ‘liﬁ;;i.‘,'!..f.', he must .mow]

God; effectively te ecarry cut the coummlssion a<' His ar

&
@
t‘g
1



CIiliPTER II
THE PERSON OF THE PASTIOR

Work with the sick lavolves & discussion of the person
of the pastor, The subject will be treated under two headss
the pustor!s becring, the pastor's attitude,

By becring 1s meant the pustorls proper aprearance, his
gentlenanly and courteocus vehavicr, Sick people are surer-
senslitive to everything and it is jimportant that the pastor
do nothing to offend them, Personzl habits of cleunliness
ou,ht o be cultivated, The pastor who suockes ought to remem-
ber thut for sick people the sight of nicotine staius or the
cuor of stule suocke brecth may be most nauseating,

4 word on clothing is in place here, WSlovenliiness of
dress, the need of a hzircut, broken shoelaces, zni so on tell
us things the meanling of vhich we cannot Jéeis'bi;:ke.“l it is
refreshing to sick people to see one dressed in good taste,
but not overdome, Patients will be quick to notice any flaw
which the careless dresser may overlook, Above &ll clothes
must be clean, Soiled colicrs and cuffs, dirty or wrinkled
handkerchief, uncreased pants, and unpolished shoes are not
the marks of a pastor who is iunterested in people,

We lcave the whole matter of dress, nextness, etec,

to the ingtincts of tihe Christian gentlermgn, "I
shall not quarrel with a preacher who euploys a
Symbolic dress for some occasions," said Hemxry

1
Rollo HMay, Ihe Art of Counseling, p. 104,
PRIVZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
CONCONDIA SEMNALY

QW T MAIITSe AN
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Viard Beecher, "but no man should dress himself simply
for the purpose of saying, 'I am a preacher,'"
Dr., Henry Villder Foote says that if a man's churoh
oxpects a distinetlve dress, let him wear it, There
has been gsome argument about it; but, after all, it
is an inconsequential thing in: nrincipla.a

Part of the pastor's bearing is'a sense of courtesy at
all times, This involves respecting the rights of otlhers as
well as acting in accoerd with gentlemanly behavior. The pastor!e
relation to other workers in institutions will bQ discussed
at length in the following chapter., In connection with cour=-
tesy and gentlenanly conduct it is alluded to here.

The girl at the information desk will appreciate it if
the pastor introduces himself, Unless he wears clerical garb,
he may not be recognized. Announcement will Sava time and
nerhars embarrassment,

It is an act of.courtesy for the pastor to anncunce his
vislt at the nurses' desk on the division or ward, In such
case she may say whethor the patient 1s indisposed or able to
respond. Incidentally, a patient's room blocked by a closed
door ought to be cobserved; it 1s equivalent to a red 1igh£
at an intersection and means: go no further, Under no clrcunm-
stances must the pastor leel that the urgency of his task
gives him a right to open it, The nurse in charge will be
helpful and glad to cooperate vhenover possible.

Consideration for the orderly or attendant who is busy

mopning the floor or cleaning the room will do much to pro-

e
N.B. Harmon, iiinisterisl Ethics and Etiquette, pp. 49=-50,




S
vide cheerful atisosphere for the pastorts call,

The grezatest courtesy in work with the sick 1s to the sick
theuselves, It would lardly be proper for the pastor to become
50 iutimete with the patient as to sit on his bedy this may
cause u great deul of dizcomiort to the sick person, Rocking,
boisterous cenduct, or cuy acticn that is disturbing, i1s out
of place, OSewerd Hiltner'!s cobservation is portinent:

Worl: with the sick, even uore than cther counseling
weblvitics, mast avoild fullliug into stercotyies,
and yet must be an cuthentic expresgion of the
vevsunality of him who ministers, There is no use
in thie chullisut extrovertls attenpting to masquer-
cde as & uwouse because soicoue tells him that
quietncss is demanded in the sickroom, Yet, on the
other hand, to bounce froum rocm to rooum is havrdly
cpiropricte wien the.patient in cae roou iz louely
and the patient 1n the next is anxious, Such a
ninister coin vetuln his porsonsl integrity without
bouncing, He can be quiet without rutting cn a
mask, He can be JjoyIul without pulliing out «il the
rlugs, 4And hie can adept himself somewhuet to the
Gecds of eueh patient without losing himself, §

The pustor mmot always be hiuself; «t the saue time this
nwust never militute ugainst geood tastes "IT ought tc suffice
that o Pastor and shepherd of souls be guided by the rule of
cenducting himself as a Christian geuntleran ot all tlwmes; in
whom the love of God lives aml moves him to serve his fellow=-

4
man, v

The pastor owes the courtesy o all pecple, especliully

to the sick, to be avallable at all times, HNewver must the

3 -
Sewsrd Hiltuer, Relliion and Heclth, pe #3l,

4 :
_Edward Hohnke, Ministeringz to Those lo Stresg, v. 63,
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iupression be given that the pastor has an eight hour duy
or that his schedule is too full and that he is too busy,
That pustor 1s a blessing to his people when they feel free
to call him for his help and guidunce regardless of time or
hour,

Included in the person of the pastor is his attitude.
Attltude toward work cnd atiltude toward people is one and
the scme, In faet, the pastor must alweys think of his mini-
stry to the sick in teras of people, The noment the pastor
thinks only of hospital bulldings and room numbers snd for-
gets to center his thinking on the person within the roon of
that hospital, his minlstry will degemerate into a job to.do,
nere professional duty,.

The Christian pastor loves people, This onc attltude
is the mainspring in his ninistry to the sick, Nothing less
than gemuine love for people will do, By love for people is
not meant a general love for people in the mass, Love for
reople 1s no abstrzct statement of intention, but an individ-
ualized act of devoticn that is focused on a concrete -case
of personal need, At the same time this love must be com-
prehensive; 1t must embrace all sorts and conditions of meng
Watson seems to have: this all inclusive love in mind in the
following description of & pastort!s day:

Before evening he has been a father, a mother;

& husbend, & wife, a child, a friend; he has ’
been young, middle-aged, old, lifted-up, cat down,
a sinper, & saint, cll sorts and conditions of
life, This is not flexibility-—-the tact of a man

suiting himself to circuustances, but within his
soul neutral and detached,--1t is sympathy, the
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cormon feeling of the Body of Christ, 5
Corcerring the pastorl's love for pecple, Cranger Westberg

Bekes the following rcignificant analysis:
He must love them no matter who they are or what
strata of sceciety they represent, If he enjoys
deuling only with people in higher financiil brackets
or of certain cultural attaimment, others will soon
sensc it, A4 pastor in a typiczl cihnrch will have
to counsel with a cross section of human nature,
He must be able to get wercss to each person his
deep verscnal co.cern for him, This love is the
kEind that says, "I mey net like the things you are
doing, I may not even like your looks o your manner-
isms, your clothes, or the smell of your breath, but
i X still love you, You are & crestion of God and
thereby zcered in Hie sight, I will de 2ll that I
can to draw out the best that is in you,6

The attitude of love for people is an essenticl part-of
the pastor's person, 1t 1c i::di:spensable for his uiunlstry,
He must be as inbensely concerned in the welfure of the people
entrusted to his care az the artist is in his creation, Watson
deseribes this pastoral attitude in a graphic nanner:

The pacter deves net delay over the appeurcnce and
cilrcumstances of a men any more than Christ did;-
like hisc laster e plerces to the spivitual part,
the real man, Ho is always lupressed, cnd soie-
times quite overvheliied, by the value of the im-
mortal scul-——this soul, still ;lastic and unfired,
for which he can doc sc much or so little, lc trembles
cver it vhen he sees the destroyer hovering cver it
like a hawk peised in mid-air, and would fain hove
it pathered beneuth Christls wing, He tends znd
waters it, like & tender vine, noting every green
leuf and auxliously scurching for the proumise of

B
John Witscn, Ihe Cure of Souls, v, 2:26f,

G : . ;
Westberg, "Pastoral Coumseling in the Hospital liinistry,"

in Proceedinis of ihe Assoeloted Iutheren Chidtics, 1948, p.
27,
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autunn, He works om it with all kinds of tools,
fashioning end shaping it, «s_he has opportunity,
after the likeness of Christ,7

Tiatson, Op. glt., p. 215,



CHAPTER IIT

T pASTR Ti FELATION 10 OTHIR WOREIES TN INCTITUTICNS

The Christian pastor, workln; with the sick, does not
work by hiuself, Ile is a vital und nccessary part of « teon,
Uatlil thic is unﬁ-.—:r:stood s oune ol two things muy happen, Eilther
the pastor wilill csoume respousibilities outside hils splere,
tking on the duties of the soclcl worker or occup-..tie::..l
thcrapist, for example;, Or, upon entering the nospitil, he
will feel thuot oll vork pust virtually stop until he his cou-
pleted his tesk, Elther of these 1s futul to pastoral cure
of the sick, On the other hand, it will pay the pastor rich
dividends to becoue perscnelly acqueiated with the key people
in « hospital family and $¢ a suwme his yroper role in rela-
ticn to the other Eziéiilbs;;‘;";s.l Three members of the hospital
teaw will be treated, Tacy wre the doctor, the marse, th
social worker,

When Blickucod gets forih the dictwa: "In matters strict-
iy wedical, do nct meddle, “é hec has in wind the pastor who
goes beyond his bounds «nd atteupts to do thut for which he
i, wualified, There 1z need for taking these words to

heart., Perhaps the most difficult velution in the hospital

1

WYestberg, "Pastoral Cou.usclim, in the Hospitzl
in Proceedings of the Assoclated Luthersn Chovitics
od,

ﬁ /]
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2
4, ¥, Blackwood, Pagtoyal Horlk, p. 108,
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family is thuat of the pustor to the doctor, Pastors soz;:ei;imes
harbor strange notions as to the relative value of the doctor,
The first step toward 2 harmonious relationship bc—:twe:en the
two 1s that the pastor look upon the doctor as qualified and
coupetent, welcoming advice Ehenever given, avoiding question-
ing suspicion and c::ii;:i.c::i..'am.':J

If pastors would keep this in mind, doctors might be more
wiliing to establish a working relationship, The fzct is that
doctors often fear that the pastor will do more harm than good.
Suclh: way actually be the cuze when the pastor tires, exeites;,
or alarms the patient; In this comnecticn, Goulooze recounts
how a pastor who had a Wpreaching ear-.plex:,' n-delivered his
Sunduy semion to & polio victiu lu a busy and noisy. corridor
of an over-crowded hospital, The sermon lasted uore than half
én hour and had the betrayal of Judas as its 1‘.her.-:e..4 Is it
surprising from this and sluilar incidents that doctors are
not at all certain as tc the place of the pastor in serving
the sick?

Inportent to the proper pastor-doctor relationship is
that the pastor be mindful of his work and restrict himself
to its limits, Thus he will never c¢laim to know the solu-
tion to & medicul illness, will never pose as a psychologist
or psychiatrist. The pastor has but one job, that of witness-

3 =
Goulooze, Pastoral Psycholory, p. 186,

4
Ibid., p. l88&f,
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ing to Jesus Christ through love and the word of the Gospel
in order that yeople might have the life of God which is in
the Savlor, Therefore, the pastor must remember the distinct
sphere of activity between himself and the doctor, "The
winigster is not a psychlatrist elther by training or by cull-
ing; this gelongs to the medical department of study and
practice,m
As little as the pastor should pose as a doctor, so

little will he use medical terminology. Dre. Re C. Cabot em—
plicsizes that medical terms on the lips of a pastor are out
of plice,

Bven if he uses then correctly the doctor is apt

to suspect that the minister is out of his depth,

He may use a technicel term rightly once and make .

a bad blunder the next tlme with the stme term, A

term is almost as hard to waster as & golf stick,

The beginner malkes a perfect stroke and cannot

repeat it for months, The minlster should avoid

the use of technical terms in nis talk with a

doctor, or if he uscs them should put quotation

marks and guestion marks into his voice, 6

Dr, Cabot proceeds to offer seven "hints for good

nedicul-clericzl teauwork," They are listed here not e&s
recormendaticas, but as a guide to thiunking,

1, Docters are strong on facts and meansy ninlsters

on notives and ends, Hence misundcrstc.nﬁing is

natural until they coue to work together for a

patient!s good, Then each fecls the servicesbillty

of the other when botii are sincere and coumpetent,
2, By the patientts or the fanily!s mandate the

——
Jbid., p. 169,

6
Cabot and Dicks, The Art of Minlsterinz o the Sick, ps 50
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doctor is as much the boss in illness as the
wlnister 1s at « funeral, The doctor rightly does
not want interference with his job or qucstion of
his authority within his field,

3¢ If the doctor dces not want tie minister or is
wategonistic to him the conflict will do the watient
umoxe harm than the ministerls services will de hin
good, In the rure cuse o: gemuine maluractice and
injury to the patient by the doector, the uinister
e...: grob:—..bly viork through others and not get impli-
cated, :

4, Working with the doctor with deference and under
his guidunce, avoids nost difficultles,

S. Where the doctor is nost needed, in the acute
cuses and in the acute phase of chronic diseuse, the
winister is lewst needed, When the minister can do
uost, as in chronlc or "hopeless® dilsease, and in
couvalescence, the doctor is most iupotent,

6, Dont't practice psychotherapy in any technical
sense (or so that the vatient or the doctor knows
it). Come as a friend or as & minister aund not as
& healer; then you will get on well with doctors,
They feuar coppetition and interference, in clurch
ciinics or houe visitvs,

Y. Hunt the chionce o ao the doctor a favor in
scue vay comnscted witn the sick, to praise him
when he deserves it, to help out in sitting up
with puatients wxi by laboring with indigent, cross-
greined, hopeless, "uninteresting' cases, Then he
will want you on other cases,”

- A harmonious relationshiy between pastor and doctor is
usually up to the pastor, It is Tor him to listen and learn
well if he is interested in working closely with this uiember
of the ho;slg ltal fausdly, ;

Another valuable uember of the hospital team is the
nurse. The pastor will do well to make use of the help which
the murse can give, TFor she willl tell him what she thinks he
ought to know, This mey include the character of the diseuse,
the stage of progress, the length of call deemed the best for

e

7
Ibid., P. 51,
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for the patient, 8
Nurses are able to remder valusble aid to the paztor,

but as Chaplain VWestberg obscerves:

A pastor does not come into a hospltzl to boss

marses around, If murses are convianced that he

is wvaluable to the phiysical and mental welfarec of

the patients they will go out of their wey to make

hin feel at home, But if they do not like him,

they can nake his life niserzble every tiune he

comes to .the hospital, Ii a murse is impertinent

and uncooperative, a call ls sure to get off to

a bad start, If, after he has gope, she iuplies

to the patient that she thinks he is a Vpain,® it

will vitiate much good that might have been

accouplished by his call, 9
From this it is clear that a proper relatlon betiveen pastor
and mirse is necessary to & successful ministry to the sick,
The scme can be szid for murses! alds and attendants,

Ccuplaints against murses are comcon in the hospital,

Chicf among complaints are: neglect, roughness or clumsiness,
blocking direct relation between patient and doctor, inconsid-

10
erateness, The pastor mey easily get involved in such
couplaints, He mey have difficulty in smoothing the irrita-
tion in a tactful manusr, In such cases the complaints
should be answered by a word of praligse for vhatever can
truthfully be praised, One zmust assume that the matter against

which a complaint is registered is a mistake, an accldent, not

8
Blackwood, Op. eit., r. 106, i

S i ; .
Yestoerg, Ov. cite, pPs 54,

10 : :
cabot and Dicks’ mg m,. p. 40‘
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an intentional injury, that the nmurse desires to give good
service and thut she is doubtiess overbuvrdened with 1,.-01-1:.11
Cubot considers as the be:;tg cnswer to any couplaint: "Complain
to those whom .:y'ou z-;-.::m.'.:;e.."1'a The pastor should defend the
mrse whenever .possib:.'.e_. Expericnce shows that nost complaints
by patients are without grounis, The nurse 1s under dcctor!ls
orders Just like the patient, Any consideration which the
pastor shows for the nurse will be fully repaild . in the service
she glves hin,

A third iuportant teaumate is the socizl worker, The
confcrence of the Associated Lutheran Charitics held in I-iay;
1951 at Sioux City, Iowa wes quick to point up the signifi-
cant role of social woéku:ﬁs in an effective hospital program,
Their number and contribution seem to-be greatly increcsing,

Pustprs should be grateful for the socicl worker and
recognize his luportent rolec, ©OSoclal and welfare agencies
arc- of great vualue to the church, They can dc a job much
better and fur uore thoroughly than a pastor could ever think
of duing, In addition the pastor's time iz too liuited to
enzble him to take on and efficiently curry out the work of
social welfare agencics, -

This is not say that he should not be sociully minded
and awere of his duty toward social cgencics, The pastor

and congreg.tion ocught tc cecept thelr part in soclety by

+Ibid., p. 41,
1%Ibid., p. 40,
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supporting programs ant ggeucics even wien they are not direct-
ly conneeted to the church,

Such supyort willl encourcge the postor to enlist the aid
of these yrograms in his ministry to ;he sick, His love Tor
people docs not -:mev.n he should do & Job which others con do
better, Ruther he will be doling people more gocd by referring
the cuse to the social worker or the Soclal Service Divectory.

The pastor is o texxmate in the hiospitels This should
lead him to do his work with a sense of joy and cocnfidence,

It should slso help him understand the p'z:tient he serves, for
that sawe person is scrved by many membafs ol the hospital
teas, This team may further comprise @ teacher, an ozcupation-
al therupist, a rehabilitation director, a vocabticnal adjuster
and others, As the pastor finds his place iu the hospital
tean he will better grasp the scope of his own ministry, he
will better understand the situation .l background of the

PEerson whom he Serves,



CHAPTER IV
TIE PASTOR'S DIAGHOSIS OF PATIENTS PRIOR TO USIHNG COSPEL

Having discussed the first major thene of the thesiss
The Christian pastor us Godls we;y of recching the iostitu-
tiouallized sick, the focus is now on the second uajor themes-
the Holy Gospel as the puastor's toocl for ;iving God and His
life te people through the Holy Spirit,

The Gospel is always Cospel. Thut is to say, Gospel is
clveys the proeloiming off God's act in Christ for people,
cenberdng at the cross wnd eunty tomb, Bub while the Cospel
L5 the s, people are different; they vary as to spiritual
concition and nesd, "HNo two mmun beings ave ulike in thelir
need or in the clrvcumstanecss with which thoy coutend, People
cunnot all be treated in the sume way when fthey are sulfering
from gpirltual distress or i1llness.® In ordsr to deteruine
how tc present the unchanging Gospel to each soul, it is
neesssary for the pastor te make a thorcugh and correct diag-
nosis of the patientls spiritual coxditicn, There are those
who overlock this point, who insist that thls diagnosis is
guite umecessary, and for that reason may use the same Word
of (fod for all pcople, This attitudé is dangerous because it
does uot take into cox;sic‘zemtion that peorle may differ as to
splritual condition; further, it overlooks the Scriptural

1
Goete Bergsten, Eustoral PsyoholoxV, Fe 45.
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foet that "notural wan receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God: for they arce foulishuess wrbto hims neither cun he imow
theu, becouse they are spivituslly discerned,” (I Cor, 2:14)
To deteriine vhether & patient is unvegenevate or uhether he is
born wpoin of vater amd the 5pivit is of ubnost impcersunce,

Ufter one may cebeet the condition of the soul without
ualiing o diggnosis, Iuagine two patients, The one begins to
reolote that Lie hos aever doune any evil, hes never injured any-
o:iey has always lived L;G‘.':-t‘;:-.'*lill,, %o the Ten Cm.:;.w-u;.mznts. The
other is ccually positive In his assertiocn that he is & great
sinner wiio would despllsr unless he hed expericnced whnt Godls
giaee in Christ cou accomplish, Cou.l{ the Christizn pustor

rresent the Word oif Cod G0 those twe pervsons in the suve nmon-

ner? Yo be sure, hic will proclaim Cnwdst to boti: of them,

But his apurotch and apwlicatlion must be different,

If it wust be adultted thet the content of the ucssage

will be modilicd acecordln, to the soulls condition, when this

is Laoown, 1t zust ;.i.;,a be udmdtted that the pastor koo the
right, and is i duby bound o do everything iu his rower, to

gain & ciear picture of the individualls spilritual concition;

for then only can his message {1t the needs of that person, / :
Therefore Chvistls serveants must also ex. .::iu- i,hose
to whow they ccle, in order Thut they uay Im 100
e wenbs u:::..z'.'. to c..u:y out His uisslon, .u.lt.:- 15
indeed ilvays to present the Word uate salvatlion,
but therefcre also to ;.-r;-ce:.:c:u'; it in such a manner
that hord hearts ure crushed, and hurd hearts
healed, 2

2
J. C. Heuch, Pastorcd Care of the Sick, p. 81,
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Because each person is ciii‘ferenﬁ, it is necessary ond
imporsint that the pastor wake o dicgnosls of the patient!s
spiritual condition, An incident from zctual 1:i.i".;: will show
wiy this 1s necessary. It is tuken in the form of sunmary
from Heuch's Pastoral Care of ithe Siek, An old man who had
lived in shame and vice lay on his deuthbed, He was afflicted
with an illiness widlch seemed %o be of a protracted nature, but
widch drained his energy to such an extent thut deuth wes in-
evituble, Once upcn & time he had been confizued zmdi had some
owliedge of the Lord Jesus, This luwzn:-l-;-: 5¢ had been obliter-
ated by many years of service to sin, He no longer realized
the signiticunce of Jesus to hiugell wund had forgotten even
the nost Luportunt iuneidents in the Lordls life, Thus it was
necesscry for the pastor o instruct this men of seventy as
though he were & Swday school pupil, It might seem simyple
to deternine this man's spiritual condition, On the contrary,
he counceuled se:—.;etlﬂ.ng;- which made it iupossible for his heart
to be open to the wessage of GodVs love, The pastor visited
hin frequently and told hiwm, as siuply as he could, Godls way
to salvatiung he instructed him concerning repentance and
faithy he spoke to him about his sin which he appeured to zc—
knowledge in a dull manner; he prayed for him and sxnorted
him to use the last wonents of his time of grace, But 21l in
vain, There was no indication of an impression being made,
He loy there seemingly apathetic and indifferent, Finally,
the past.o:." said to hiw, "Jhy do you suppose I come to visit
you so often? You ought to realize that there is not much
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pleasure for me to sit here with an old man who refuses to
J1isten to me;, Don't you understand when I come in spite of
your attitude, it is because I reulize that your poor scul is
in danger unliess you heed the Word of: God and repent? You are
dally fuce to fuce with dezth,® "Yes," replied the old mn;
"I havenl!t any doubt that my ccndition is very sericus, as you
say. Bubt this much I knows on account of uy gre.;rl: wickedness,
it is now tuo late for we to be saved. Therefore, I prefer
to be left in veace the time that remains, I will get to hell
soeoil ¢ncughy If I should now begin to pay attentlon to God's
Word, I would only become anxlious and uneasy. I can't live
my life over again, and what I have te give an wccount for
will not be lessened if I begin to repent now," i et

All along the pu;’stol" hid pointed out that This wus lru‘:s |
finz1 hour for salvatiocn when the empbasis should have been
pleced upon the faet that salvation wes still possible, UWhat
this mun needed more than anything else wos the assurance that
there was still time for him to be saved, However, the pastor
was unable to discover this fact until the day the man declared,
"0n zccount of ny great wicledness, it is now too late for me
to be saved.,? This statement enabled the soul-shepherd to look
into the unhappy man!s soul and discover what actually hindered
him from accepting God!s grz-:.::e.3 .

This incident shows how important it is to get a é:l.eaf
. plcture of the spiritual condition before the pastor begins

P

3

ibld., pp. 31 - 36,
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ninistering, It also ::hov.?. hoy difficult a Gicgnosis uay be,
To dicgnose a person's spiritual condition is difficult, znd
even the wost coreful diugnosis may lead to wrons coucl .Lcn...

- - -ﬂ-!

This faet should not cause the pastor to omit the dls nosisg
the dirficulty of the task will dispel all cocksureness and
keep before the pastor hls owmn vellmess and inability, and
thus spur him on Yo coastunt prayer that God gulde hiu: chrough-
out his work, Ew.;eri a doctor, aiter the most cureful diagnosis,
way be mistaken abeut a e..oey but no one wonld on thut account
suy that he should dizuense with the dlagnosis,

hen the doctor comes to examine the paticat's physical

coudition, he has nc difficulty in getting permisuion to do
20, IiI the pustor wevs given the sane opjortunity to exaniue

the gpivitual condition of the sicl; it would grewtiy facili-
tute his prepuratory woric as a pastor in the sickrcom, The
vatient usually submits guite willingly to the incounvenicnee
or being exanined by the doctor, He does not resent being
guestioned os to how the sicless affects him, He regards
such questions nceessavy fox the doctur te¢ epply @ sciution,
His wnswers will therefors be ex; .m_..c:!.t..

The pastor often enccunters en entively different uttitude,

Uhile sowe people ape cnxious to give cn accurate view of their

-

gpivitual ccmdivion, .while others unconsclous.y reveul Thelr

comiition by their speech, it -remains a foet that in meny in-
stuneces the sick do not give the pastor any insight inte their
spivitual cundition, In fact, they uay tuke offease when they

realiize thut he is trying to wncover the conditica of their
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souls, They may actusily try to lead the pastor on the wrong
track in regurd to their heart-relaticn to God,
Sick people uay be of the opinion that wffliction demand

o

ment whlch will get thelir uninds at cuses They may be especially

ccnsolation, They expect from the pastor words of encourage-

eager for him to express the hope of their speedy recovery, or
if the "worst® should come, that God will surely tike then to
hea;ven.4 The pastor uoy not couply. Instead, he may begin
te ask sericus, scoreidiy questivns which in time of iliness
mey be uabeourible, oSuch questions uey evoke the tiought fron
the patients ¥ihy dozs the pastor make it a poin'l'; to alarm ne,
a5 il I dlda't already feel miscrabic enougn? What right has
ne to vry into my heart relationship to Goed? This is a matter
betucen God and nysell W

This attitude is onc of tThe main difficultiess to the
pastor in diagnosing the splritual condition cof the sick, The
pastor must be prepared to meet it, There are some who are not
accustomed to remdering account.to God, There are scme who
have little resyect for the pastoral cifice, For this reason
the wholesowe intention of thé pastor. nay be misunderstood,
His disgnosis willl proceed with c:aution.s

In addition to any defense vhich patients may raise to

keep themsclves from being diagnosed, there are other himdrances

4
Cf, Bergsten, Ou., git., Chapter I,

B
Heuch, Op, git., p. 45.
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to getting at the actual status of his relation to God, Pastors
often like to know vwhat type of iliness the patient is afflicted
with before going to see hlu, This uey be helpiul in giving
contidence to the pastor who feels inadequate snd insecure chout
workiryg with the sick, On the other hand, this kuowledge may
prove detrinental and an sctusl hindrance to diagnosis., Vhat
may happen is this thet the pastor will base his ministry on
the zprarent seriocusness of the afflictlon, That is to say,
ne nay feel that a boy hospitalized with an infected foot needs
relatively little spiritual care compared to & man about to
undergo vrain surgery,  The nan is about to go throuzh & del-
iczte nujor operation from vhich he may never aweken, 1In con-
parison, the plight of the little boy aprears insignificant,
In thiz way the surface serlcusmess of an lliness nay determine
the pastorts ministry to people, Ee will probably stop in
briefily to greet the little boy and move onj he may spend much
more time with the man about to undergo surgery., Overlooked
is the possibility of the foot infection resulting in the death
of the little boy and at the szme time the possibilitvy of the
man recovering to nomual life,

Perhaps the grester mistslke in this fullacy is ‘that the
focus is on the siclkmess rather than on the patient and his
need, There is failure to counsider that the Important thing
is not what type of afilictiocn the. patlent has but how nis
allment,; whatever it may be, effeets his falth, his relation
to God, In what way is the patient?s trust being challenged?
That is the concern of the. pastor vho 1s interested in spirite
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ual di.ghosis, With This apurowen the pastor will be umazed
at the results, He muy Iind that the man up for brain surgery
has encugh of Christ in him to fuce any crisis which 1lif'e can
oifer, believing thut throvgh Cluwlst who strengihens him, he
cun do alli things, (Phil, 4:13) This aprrouch may also dis—
close that the little boy, with o miuor affliction, ls exper-
iencing loneliness, feur, deubg, and pein and needs the sus-
taining comiort of God's Word te nowrish his trust 1n God,

Few pustors rceualize the denger which mey be invelved in
using the card cabologues in which hospitals list thelir patients
and cutegorize thelr aflilctions, 1In this conncetion it 1s

notewortiy, as Cubot poincs ocub, that doctors arve oiten silent

[

or vogue wbout the nature of gphysicel iliness, cspscially of
cases of iunternal discvders, His exmawinations may have shown
heelthy orgens but disessc mey be lubtent and uuy escupc the
net of the closest medical test, To protect himself, the
doctor will nedge or be wvague cbout o clear—-cut statement of
piysical condition tmd probuble oubcome and length of illmess,

The pastor will therefore be carefvl in using Iknovledge
which is ot his dizposal when the benefit of this lmowledge
can sericusly be quecticned,

It way elso be & burrier to the ministry with the sick
to fﬁ-el.the need for kaowing the patisent's religlius oifilia-
ticn, This bhas reference to those instunces when & pastor

deals with people whose relation %o God is not kmowa by him,

T TR T

®cabot and Dicks, The Art of Milmlstering %o tie Sick, p.4S.
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Vhat may happen is that the pustor afber ssking regurding the
religicus affiliation, will drvew comeclusions from the suswver
i to the paticutls faith wid life, Thus the patient!s falth
is deteiliined by the doctrinal positicn of that comuunion of
wileh e 1o o member when ac @ matter of sober faect this is
not always the cuse, Such conelusions are umvarranted because
in worlk with the sleclk, the pastor is not dealing primerily
with congregoticns bub with individuals who must be trezted
&s such, '

The Loxrd's approuch to the Phurisees wass "What think ye
of Chvist?w (Matt, £2:42) This is also a proper approach to
the sick, The guestion is not ti"..ere."i':ore-—!’ma‘c think ye of the
Lutheran Church, or what think ys of the lethodist Church, or
tize Cutholic Church? Ior yet: Vaat is your church aifiiiation?
The question is: Mhat think ye of Chirist?v

Another concaslvable hilndrance to correct-dlagnosis of the
patient!s spiritual conditicn might be The pastor'!s metihod of
preperation for his work witn the sicky That the paster ought
to prevare himself Lfor working with sick pcople nseds nc dis-
cussion, Bub the pastor who comsiders hiuself properiy pre-
pared who ls able to ;:fe:.ch last Sundayls sermon, or part of
it, to a perscn 1lyl:g on the.bed of pain, cr the pastor who
males up hls mind in advance what Sceripturs will best help
tvhe patient--that pastor has not locked &t his ministry tg the
sick fromu the viewpoint of the nced of the patient, The Word
of God must be used in work with the sick; for that is the

means by which the lioly Spirit reaches people, Therapeutic
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value for the patient muay be contained when the pustor reads
ainy roncow section of Scriptuve, But what kind of windistry
is it that recites John 5:16 to o person who feels lonely and
anxious? The poiut is that the puas‘c-or his no right to pre-
sur;ose that the preseription wiil fit the need befure wucover-
ing the need, The work of the pustor is extremely difficult
at this point, The difficulty must never stand in the way of
& successful aninistry, This is a watter of ccncern tc the
pastor because he is not in the aspirin business, zzinisi:ering
te syuptous; he is in the hol _s.;im‘.m‘.ry s £iving God to people
for thelr neced, This reguires diagnosis,

While the pastor's work of diagnosing sick peorle his its
diffilcuities and himdrunces, the pastor is nct without uid,
There arce a muber of rescurces wnich will prove helpivi to
the pasteor in his werk with the sick,

The firss of these resuvurces is termed rapport, Iuch
depends upon the pustor!s ability to establlsh ru;:;:a:ct with
pcople, Rapuort is en swlmost undefincble relatiocnsivip where
people feel cumivritable 1u euch other's presence, Rappoert
leads the patient to feel that thm_ pastor is interested in
him and willing to help him, Possibly the key to gaiuing

repport is to be found in thc.?p..h.toriﬂ attitude and be&ring

which were discussed ea.:.'lier. The pastor who enters the

A
e £
o

gickreocn with a professional air or who mukes it = point to

iupress people with his busymess has done great harm toward

7 ;
Cf, Chapter II, pp. 7-12,
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estublishing a relatlonship in wideh the patient will feel
relaxed, Westborg recalls 2 counseling situstlon in which
"z certain, tall, rangy pastor gains Instoat rap ort when he

5its dowm to ehut, for he settles hiumself so comfortabiv in

Flecse don't hurpyl Relax] It'am hses to listen,'" This

would azpear to be au idesl demeunor for a pastor, Sssmingly
smull things like the fimmess of 2 handshoks end the expression
cf thwe fece indicute to the patiznt the pastorts interezt and
concern, Guiaing the conlidocnce of the patlient 1s merely

asing dilferent words to say the scmie thing az rzpport, Heuch
madics 4t evident thot this goaindeg of the patient!s coafidence
iz the first regquisite for making a diagnosis,

Iy suye that "papport depends on euch persen's basing at
suse,¥ cnd suggests that the person in the counseling posi-
ticn baiunce sensitivity ond robustness, cveid the profession-
1l monner, aud use the langusge of the other g;-'e:-::sgn even if
this means tihe ccecasloncl use of so-called sleng, %

Raprort is an imporiant zescurec for the Christien pastor,

He pust never muke tne estublishing of rapport an end In it-

self, This would uuke the success of the ministry dependent

8
Weatberg, "Pustorel Counsciing im the Hospital Hindstry,"
in Proceedineg of the Aﬁmmm 1948, p. 29,

9
Heuch, Qu, cif., p. 94,

10
Rollo May, The Art of Counseling, rp. 127 - 129,
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on the personality of the rastor, Rapport ic a beglinnings
it is tae Lixst resouvce,

Other valuable aids. to the pastor wiil now be cl:-..';cu.:ser].
They urc sensitivity, cupathy, cbjectlvity, listening, in-
terpreting,

WThe counseloxr's distinguishing mork is his great censi-
tivity to people,® The pastor who works with slck people

i find that they have koods, expressions and mannerisms,
oo 1s To e gensitive to them, During the first £ zeconds
of a visdt, the pastor will scrutiiiize the patient, obsery
ing his posture, moticns, attitude, But to cbserve docs not
msen to look the patient stroight in the eye cach moment of
tie visit, The poostor con be leoking &t the cprosite corner

.
of the room and -5till, because of breadth of vision, "be
gwere of his every move, his twists and turns, the woy he
crocses his hands or crosses his feet--ut the sune time listen-
iug bto his volce; ite teupo end velume and noting pouses for
swellowlng, "1“

The pastor never ba:;es his ministry on surfasce syuptoms,
lleverthelessy he 1s cluays couscious of and sensitive to them,.
because Tgurface oyuptoms theuselwes are deterained by sonc-
thing core-deep, The manner of neving, of speaiing, of dress-

ing--yes, the very ilick of an eyelash is determined by the

ﬁ -
Lbid, ? Fe 101,

Westberg, Op. clt s S0,
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nature beneath, 113

If the pu:tor is to diagnose the patient from the viewpoint
of faith and his grasp on the life of God in Christ, then sensi-
tivity is valuable, Being semsitive tc the symptoms will help
the pustor to reach the actual nced of the patient, Being sens-
itive to the patient wmeusns Ustarting with the patient,” "To
glunce at a twenty-bed ward is to see twenty ratlents all very
much alike, but tu know theze twenty patients as people is to
know twenty different stories, twenty sets of enotions, ideals;
disappointuents, So various must be our ways of approzching .
them, at The realization of what it weans to be sensitive will
keep o pastor from being stereotyped in greétims or cpproachs
it will put the pastor on his uettle every second of his mini-
stry to the sick,

Work with the sicii insists that the pastor ldentify him-
self with the patient, The best description of this inter-
action of personclities is in the concept of "empathy," It
comes from the CGerman '“e:!.ni‘ue:l.u.ng“ and umeans "feeling into,"
Rollo liay explains that "whereas sympathy denotes 'feeling
with! and nmay lead into sentimentality, empathy mecns a much
deeper state of identificuticn of personalitices in which

one person so feels h:l:nselisinto the other as temporarily
to lose his own identlty,"

49cabot and Dicks, Op. cif., p. 208,
1411211., P. 185,

151@7: Op. git.; ps 75,
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Euwpathy 1s the key process in counseling; it is especi-
ally iuportant with fhe vacstor!s work wilth the sick, Perhups
it is true, as sowe have asserted, that good nastors need not
be told too much about identifying with the patient, for by
nobure pastors are syapathetice, But the pastor must be cuu-
tioned lest he becoue too emotionally involved in the problems
of people, The pastor may become so concerned that their
worries beconie his, He becomes so attached to them thut they
secia like mewbers of his owi family, His intere;s'i'. in them is
s0 personal he can scorcely sleep at tiumes because of his con-
cern for their welfzurey This is not eupathyl .

Empathy does not iansist that a pastor cry, though he nay

coue close to it, Empathy implles that the pastor try to soume
degrece to put himself ia their places to aprreclate thelr pre-
dicauents, "e mu:si'; not remain aloof froum the perscn but aloof
frou enoticnal imn::'_i.vc-.-::ma:ni:.'-s.“l6 This statenment by Westberg
alerts onc to the denger of being nauseatingly professicmal on
the one hand and euotivnally unbalanced on tﬁe othsr, Zmpathy
lics in the golden middle,
L The ability to be objective 1s a necessary part of empathy,
Objectivity is the aptitude to pull out of a person's problem,
after having truly been in it, with a view to making & diagno-
sis and applying Gospel, In empathizing the pastor puts hime
self into the place of the other, In being objective he with-
draws, "When the pastor has gone through this stute of

16ﬁestberg, Op. git.; pe &2



34

ideatiflication and now withdraws, he, as spi:citua;l udvi:sor;
should be in a position to effectively apply the Word of God
and the lMeons of Grace so that the Holy Spirit can work that
falith whicih strengthens and comforts the soul and assures the
individual of the nearness of God and his almighty pm'rer."m

Objectivity is necessary if empathy is not to fade into
mere sentimentality or sympathy, To feel the doubt, the fear,
the loneliness of a patient is to empathize, but if the pastor
can do no more, x;rhat help is he? If he is to ninister to
ﬁeople and hely them to God, he must also tear himself away
frou the situation .as completely as he made hinmself a pars of
it, The pastor must be objective; To be othemise; to make
other people!s probleus his own is unsound, it is unhealthy.

Important also is the pas;tor's ability to remain a neutral
observer, Pastors are not that way naturally, Their calling
requires that they take sides, They ccustently speak against
lukewurmness and fence-straddling, It is difficult for a
pestor in speaking to one vho has a non-Christian baclkground
to remain unblased and neutral, Any unchristian attitude
toward life rubs him the wrong way, The importance of being
- peutral is readily seen when it is ccnsidered that the lack
of it may break raprort with the patient,

Deternination to remain neutral snd unprejudiced does
not compel the pastor to ignore what comzon sense teache?

about the differences which ecxist between a man, a woman, and

Thiaimke, linistering to Those ia Stress, p. 70,
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& child, between an Irishman and a German, Expectations mey
be wrong, but if tenmtatively held will be helpful and certainly
not injuricus to a condition of neutrelity, |
A pastor who is neutral neither condeims nor condones
unchiristian acticns which are deseribed to him, His
Tirst tusk is to get the story without putting bar-
riers in the way of the one who is telliing it, By
his comients or fuelal expressions, he does not pore
tray disgust; or eubarrassment or 501.-1-01'. When a
clergyman listens as a lusband tells 2 sordid story
of how he poisoned his wife, the reaction must be
gimply, "I see, Tell mo more," This is not apiroval,
It is to say we are glad he has confidence in us and
are willing to de whatever we cun’ to help him, 19
Closely comnected to remaining neutral is the art of listen-
ing., There is agreement auong counselors that listening is a
good rosource, Pastors find 1t hard to listen, They are
treined to speak, They would mueh rather preach & sermnon,
This attitude carries over cven into the sickrocm and is a
decd give-away that the pustor disigrees or is too impotient
to hear the patient out, "Preaching is a short cut designed
20
to malke the other person over in ocur owa lmage,M
A% all costs the pastor must learn to listen, Tight
schedules and exdless duties wlll not excuse the too-busy-to-
listen attitude, Other workers in the hospltal faully oiten
lcck & listening ear to patients! problems, Doctors and nurses

may be either too rushed or too callous or professional to

6
Dicks, Op., Sit., pe 183.
19 estberg, Op. Sies Pe 2.

20
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listen to a patient and his troubles, Therefore the pastor:
will often find the paticnt ezger to unburden himself, The
pustor must be willing to listen, "Grez-:t religious lcaders of
all time hzve been those who listened to thé voice of God on
one side zand to the voice of the people on the ol:her.“n

Listening helps the patient to express himselfl aﬁd the
winister to understand, According to Oztes the "ministry of
listening? means essenticlly three things: It means first
_ ﬂ;.c_:tuu-lly to hear what the person suays.m Pastors may let
their ctiention wander from the person to whom they are listen-
ing to auy one of a nuuber of things, Such preocecupaticn is
fatal to diagnosis, it disturbs rapport as well, Secondly,
Uiistendng meuns letting the person do the talking," The
pustor is tenyted to make conments and observations to the
patient, A careful restraint often reveals that the paticnt
hos alrecdy made these observations, In the third place,
wiistening means that the pastor actually gets the rerson to
toelk," Here listening becoues cn active experience on the
pars of the pastor.ge

The pastor must Imow how to listen, Listening is cor-—
rectly termed an art, It is not an act of keeping silent,
nIt does not mean sitting with clenched teeth refusing to
soy anything while trying to drag the imsost life out of the

21
Diﬂks, gﬂ. m-, p- 189.

“%y, E. Oates, The Christien Pastor, pp. 12¢ - 127,
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other person,"3 Too much silence may give the inpression of
indiiference vhich would be Injurious, Therefore ons finds it

is necessary not ouly for the pastor to be & goed listener, He

0

vust also kiow how to ask questicuns, This is an avt, too, The

patient umst never feel he is being "ecatechized like & school-

o4
=

boy,. M Gue:tions to the patient ocusht to be well considered,
precisely and cleorly Tormuluted and quietly asked, liost

pevpie will answer in the affivmutive 1f asked whether they

ere sinners, Oue mey as well ask whether they are muman beings,

=5
cstions should be coucrete, {uestions can hely the dif-

1
Lident in stating their yroblens, wnay yprevent some fron wander—
ing from the poing, naey zld the pastor in reaching a diegnosis
of the paticnt's nesd, Bergsten cautions: "ivlarerdly pliced
uestions can break all contect betiween the advizer and en-
guirer, Cross-examination should never be attenpted, Indis-
creet guestions should be avoided; the greatest delic:cy being
obscrved when approaching seml notters end all other inti-
nete man z-clza'cionshiz:s."

A wise and very effective way of usking questions ls that
authored by Carl Rogers, He suggests that simply to

4V
(7]

Hiltner, Relizicn and Health, r. 188,
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" Heuch, Op. ClE., . 45.
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reflect the patient's feelings back to himsell in nirror-
fushicn brings best results. Under this method the vastor
Tepeats, as a questicn, tae last statement of the patient,
Accordingly, when the person says, "I secem to worry all the
tiue," the pastort!s response is, "You worry?® In the use of
rciflective thiunking the pastor encourages the pat:i:ent to keep
talking but does not change his line of thinking, Thus the
patient will enlarge on his last pertinent remark.ﬂ

Under certain conditions listening would be out of place,
This would be true in the case of & person who is unable to
speuk, it would be true .izl the cuse of & person who does not
want to speak, Hence the pastor must always start with the
patient, meeting him on his owa level, in his owan situation,
I the patient deces not wish to taik, there is nothing the
paestor can do, If he is very ill or extremel:).r tallcative; the
listening wethod is alsc limited.“ga

The propér ingredients for correct diagnosis have been
deseribed, One thing needs tc be said, after the pastor has
used every zid in meking a diagnosis he must then determine
vhat the spiritual condition of the patient is, This is
called interpretation,

| It is-not strange thut some men, like Carl Rogers,

question the advisability to attewpt an interpretation, They

S

~ Garl Rogers, Counseling and Psvchotherany, P 55

28
Dicks, Op. glt., p. 2CS.
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(517
consider the act of interpreting synonymous with the project-
ing of the counselor's own ideus and advice on the patient,
Certainly an interpretation which amounted to the pustor say-
ing, "Of course I may be urong, but it seems to me that this
reclly what your problem is, MNow I would suggest thiteeesesy”

would be injurious to the patient, It may noted here that

the giving of advice is not to be confused with giving infor-

mation,

Handing people recdy-mode solutions or superiuposing
ideas upon peopie is not what is meant when the term interrre-
tation is used in this paper, Interpretotion may be described
«s the re.ching of a decision, Ifrom carefully gathered i‘acts;
as to the patient's standing with God through: Christ, Inter-
vretation is admittedly difficult and the pastor cun lever
feel cocksure abm.tt his conclusicn, To be dogmatic in
interpreting the feoets ight be disastrcus, It is suggested
that the pastor go easy on interpretation, maling it definite
enough to work cn, leaving it flexible to conform to facts

which may yet be uncovered,



CHAPTER V
TIE PASTORTS USE GF GOSPEL TO FIT SPIRITUAL CONDITICHS

The pastor's dicgnosis is for the purpese of correctly
apylying Gospel, It is not an end in itself; it is a tool
wheveby the Cospel umay more effectively meet the needs of sick
reculey, To defiune accurately the various spiritusl ceuditions

(for spiritual life never develops exactly the s.me) which are

Jota

fowxl in sick people, is iupossible, Yet it is not far from
wrong to say thut a c-ii-..-.gnosis will disclose four basic types

of spiritusl conditiou, Thoy are 1) peovle who ave dorincted
Uy spivitual spothy and in whom the life of CGod is absent,

2) people who arve aroused frou spiritual decth to life during
iiiness. 3) Christian people wheae falth is untested by «filic-
tion, <) vevyle vhose Christian faith hus been tested in the
fiery furnace of afflictien, With euch group it is the saue
woed of God that is used, yet in a different wa r.l The diagno-
sig hus determined how the Word is to be arplied,

The first group J., made up of those pecple who are dou-
incted by spivitual cpathy end in whom the life of God is
absent, In one word they are uncouverted, They ave further ‘!;
churucterized by the fact that sickaess has not succeeded in
sholoing them in their apatiy, They mey be fully avare that
they are fetally ill and that in death their eternity will be

e

i
Heuch, Pastorsl Cure of the Sick, p. 9%
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decided aml still be utteriy unconccerned about whether they
are suved or condemned,

Their indifference is hard to under.tand, They ney suy,
"I supjpose I will be saved like others," or in seif-pity reason
thus: "God ccnnot regulre wore of one who is so i1l, I have
all I cun do to struggle with pain." Down underneath their
leck of faith is probibly due to the fuet that they trust them-
selves, This self-trust is usualiy nore negetive than positive,
They rcly not so nuch on what they have done as on w:.-mt they
have uot done, These pecple are ofteﬁ ﬁot cunscious cf being
gullty of any particular wrong-doing, In place of God's stond-
U they have substitubed one which is consistent with their
ovnn idex of what is reuscnoble to expect of wezk humen beings,
It is extrenely difficult to penetrate this dull, slu;_‘;g_ish
apathy,

Cften the indifference may be. traced to ignorance of
whet God demands, It is nct lack ol intellectucl date but
ignorence of what the life of God by faith involves. éeli'-
trust finds in ignorance one of its greatest yrops.

what is needed in such cases is that theie people reulize
that they perscnzally are sinuners, that as such God has wrath /
and Judgment for them, When self-trust is crushed, the
patient begins t6 vearn for God!s grace, '

How is this accomplished? No pluce is J_:ess sulted than
is the sickroonm for ianstruetion iu the truths of God's Tord,
In many in;-stunce-a the patient!s mental cupucity is dulied by
his ililness, and it is difficult, if not iwpossible, for him
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to fasten nis mind on a discussiocn,. How iz the pastor to
rrocecd wiaen confronted with the situition of & sickperson
who is totully ignorint of God's way to salvation, in ﬁhom
God does not live, whose attitude is one of indiffereuce? To
speek glibly cbout sin and grace often mesns as much to the
putient as if the pastor spoke in u foreign language, The
patient Teels nelther terrifiled nor couforted beczuse he does
net understand the mecning ol either Law or Gospel, Thé Work
cf the pastor is to bring the patient to the point where he
sces the finger of God pointing at «nd sceousing him for his
sin so that he will yearn for the welcoulng arus of God's
redecuing love in Christ,.

It is not sufficlent for the patient to acguire know-
ledge, Thut night be trugls, The patient must be lead to
know hiwgself ws a sinner, "To do this the paustor will start
witi: the patient, His diugnosis moy have found some wesk
point in the putientl's seif-trust, For Muwan is powerless to
be his owa pruvi&enne."g For exauple, there is the weakness
of anxiety., The patient may have cuxiety about his health,
his physical ccndition, worry about the past, cares for the
future, He lacks the peace of God which should be ruiing his
heart., Hanifestations of this lack of sercnity ave in the
paticnt's dissatisfaction with the care he gets, the food he
euts, luck of attention Ifrom frieunds and fanily end other

symptoms, On the cutside may be & hard crust, Inside is

®1pid., p. 69
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restlessness and anxiety, This amlety of the patient is the
sturting 1:_oint for the paster, When brought to the surface,
the pastor way use it as an indication of the underlying mala-
dy of sin, The mother who comes to the hospltal, leaving
several children at hcue, is naturally concerned about their -
care, She ﬁuy think that they will be neglected while she is
avway. This anxlety is an indication to the pastor and to her-
self that shie lack: trust in God, This lack of trust is sin,
She lacks God in her heart for whem He is rresent through His
Spirlit care and worry uay be conguered, The pastor will &se
the symptom to point out the cazuse; he will show that worry
mewns luack of God, This is a possible key to the heart of
the paticnt for she is unregenerate. She cannot side-step
for she is being met on hex own level, She is being confronted
with herself as she is, '

The pustor's tusk is t¢ lead the patient to api:nowlédge
hiuself as the cause of his owa concern, IHis ccucern is sin,
is ovm doing, He lacks God and His lifey God has prouised
to be faithful in judging 21l such, The wage of living with-
out CGod here is to be forced to be without him eternulliy,

The patient has baerricades which shelter hiu from Ged's
judguents, It is necessory for the pastor to break down all
self-made security, This "is not accouplished by a briei re-

buff or a strong p:eotests Such tactics serve to awaken
resentuent in the soul.” The pastor should proceed as not

3
ibld., p. €9,
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to cauze viclent emotional shocks which might prove harmful
to the peticmt, He is constintly nindful of the puticnt's
physical conidticn and avoilds special effort to stir his
enoticnul neture in crder thereby to infiuence Lids wilil,
Rother onc ought to becoiie ccquuinted with the particul.r
excuses pmxi deecepticns which the perscen with self-trust
erccts as o protecticn agoinst the durts of Godls Judguent,

scknovledguent and confessicn of sin are nscessury,
But thig act does not forglve sin nor give o the patient
Godls lifre, Soue belicve that Ghe repecting of cuels guilt
by the gulity, ucts as zome sorb of cleansing cgont wnd Lrings
to the cunfesslng perscen; peace of miml and even forgiveness,
Coniegsion noy relieve tenslony 1t does not offer forgiveness,
Forgiveness coues only through the word of the Gospsl, There-
fore the pastor uust lewd the patlent who nas confessed his
gin to the créss of Gulvaryiwhsre he ney know «nd believe thet
Jesus died for hin,
When self-trust in the uncouverted has been crushed &
the petient confesses Wigeinst thee, thee only have I sinned,™
(Psulm Elsé).anﬂ desires to know whot e can do, the pastor
can take up the werk which is so de.r to the heart of evary
gouil-shepherd, He will poeint him to Culvery and say: “There
iz mothing to do, Jesus bhas done it alls He died for you,
PTake the gift of Godly forgiveness and life ot the cross of
Jeguz by faith ix Hiz deuth fov you.”

The zecond group are those who wre «roused Iron spivitusl

deuth to 1ife during illness, This is a peculicr group, Not
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all who turn to Christ during illness -contimue in faith, When
better days return they siip back into the old sinful security
of indifference toward God,

This counditlon may be exrlained o3 follows: BSickness has
served as on alurm to thelr ccuselences, Amid the'pain and
loneliness of the s.;c}.b‘.u, their conselence is axened, Sul-
deniy, they see thelr peril. They couwe to wbhor sin, inasiuch
as they begin tu reulize the wisery that sin hos cuused them,
Despite this, thelr heart loves sin as nuch as ever, They are
clarmed not because o 'l::.'B_I' owva sinfulness, but merely becuuse
of the consequences of sin, The old desire for sin has not

been wrrcoted fron thoelr heart, Thelr confession of zin moy

be curnest if they are experiencing uny agony ol scul due to
tixe horror of de.th, When they declore thnt they are soryy

and glarwed over thelrsing they meen it, UWhen the Gospel is
prociuiwed to then and they are told that Christ dled for Them
and thot they should accert His forgiveness lun falth, the Word
secns to tuke holid,

There is a type of Christian which turns to Chelst only
for the coufort which He can give, He liikes to tThink of
Christianity as an insarance pollcy cgainst afilicticny He
uses God as a spave tirve, coafining Him to the trunk until he
neseds Him, The description for this type of relijion during
tixe wvar w.s "fox-hole religicu, ' This person craves the con-
fort of Christ's atoneuent, without Lis heart beilyy drawva to
Corist, When heclith 1s restor ed 50 ave evil desires wnd love

of swun, Fear of sin's can-.-;equences is foreed back out of
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sight, and xo longer is thzre a felt neced for the blocd of

Christ o quiet this lfeuw,

In this case it is needless to opply the Law for the
enxiety of the heart is sufificient evidence that the person
iz clziwed over his zins; and the power te hate sin cannot be
Lmputed by the Law, Here 15 the case where Gospel must work,
The pastor wust exercisc grent cure in arplying it, True ;
folth is not centered iun the blessings of Christls Llife and
worit, but in Christ Himself; o one can share in the blessings
witlwout receiviyg Christ Hingell, "It is therefore luportunt
to woclein Christ in sueh & way that one who is anxious on
acccunt of his sins ab.ounee golus .i‘t.xl_l cuonfidence iu Ifim
becaunse he is made to reclize that never has anyone loved him,
or suffered for hilw, or helped him as Carist nog,"

The pustor wmay oy %0 give cowfort to a terrified soul
and incresse the life of God in & person by presenting the
Gospel us @ serdes of dry, doguatic theses and may accomplish
this, But the patient will luels an intimate heart-relation
to the Ssvior wntil ne is gripred by Godl's love in Chvist,

It 1z not only & watter of convineing the rpatient by loglcal
avpumcantation thet there ls mercy to be had; the z,u-.i.'n_ tliing
ic that ke be led o see Jasus 'c;s.'bhaa '.-._v:!.ﬁ;; Lord ond. Scvior

so thut he will turn to Hin for grace and mercy and at the

4
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same time let this Lowrd take over his lifc through the nower
of the Holy Zpirlt i: the Gospel,
The pistor must aveid fostering an emotional Chvistianity,
The fallucy in this is that people rely on thedr own feclings

Instead of the Word of God, ‘hen suci: people are deecyly stirred

they luwglne thit they huve strong feith; when the cmotions
wane their felth scems to vanich as well,

The patlent vust be led frou the haziness of euoticasl
Carlutienity to the sureness of a faith based on God's Vord,
A polemic discussicn divected agoinst cmoticnal Christianity
wowld be entirely out of zlucs, The pastor must use Gospel
which iz the food which sia.su'.‘.taicuu:sl;r nourlzhes a patient!s
foith aad gives hilx buunger pains for the same Gospel, The-
pel usies peuple yeurn for the Goapel., By accepting the
Tuct that 7 Cirist dled for hiuw, the patient will have un enchor
for his Iiith f..;é:ich is fastened in Godl's unchinging promises
end not iz his own unstuble emotlons, There ruit be a differ-
entlabticon betucen faith 1ltself and cef'i;.:ain e'.-;ot;i.ons wilch uay
ecme as & result of faith., By sccepting Christ!s death for
himself, the pabtient will have an increusing desire for the
Gospel and for the lite vhiceh [lows therelrou by the powver
of the Spirit,

The third and fourth grouprs have the similayity of
c-.'zn;s:'l.::'-ti:u.&_; of patients who in health Luve been. Christians,
There is a dlssimilsvitys the former grous inciudes those
pecple whose faith i: untested by any sort of crisis such

s afflictlcony the latbter group cuiprises those Christions



48 d
whose fulth has been tested by «ffiiction and is conseguently
sta.'_ona:;e:-:'. There cre cunsiderations under ecch,

A5 to the feormer grour, under the stress of illiness many
true believers becone concerned about tile gemuineness of thelr
faith, This is uot struane, There are certain types of ill-

58 which scenm to cuuse greot scul-agony, even for the exper-
ienced Christian, Thls arplies to cases where breathing is
w.de difficult and where theve ls sudden, violent palpitation
cf the heart, "The agitation of the body 1ls transuitted to
the soul.“a

: When an inexperienced belicver is engulied by the waters
of affliction, he mey easily conclude that he hus no faith,
His anxiety confronts hhim as proof, He reasens thus: “one
wiao 1o justified by fuith ws pedce with God; but I have ondly
nervousness and uurest; he who culls upon the Lerd iu trouble
will receive helpy I pray but receive no help; this must be
ccused by & leck of faith,” This type of person will doubt
wnether his Christiunity was ever genuine,

It will aid the pastor if he can show the patient that
his anxiety is but & reflex of his physicel cocndition, The
pastor will do more then that, The Gospel is the only meuns
for keeping a scul from despondence and .&espe.ir. Often a
‘believer hus shered the experience of David who eried, "ihy
apt - thou cast down, O my soul? And why art thou disguleted
within me?® (Psalm 42:5) But the anchor which held for David

®lad., p. 122
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st1ll kecps souls steady today—-"Hope thou in God," (Psalm 42:5)
Hope in God 1s sovund and sclid, From the vantage point of
Calvary it is able to confeuss If God conguered at the cross;
if He wus King there, certuiniy He cun rule wy heurt; and if
He is King there, worry and doubt awre finished,

In addivion to helping the patient reulize that the
iumediate cause for anguish 1s a physical one, the pastor may
shiow hin that God has permitted this anguish to coue upon him
for the very vurpose of teaching him o trust coupletely in
God, It uay not do too uueh good to try toe coaviace the
putilent thet bls spivitusl comditiocn ls far better than his
viyslell condition would lead hin to beliecve, The emphasis
will be on Godls unending love and alumigh$y power, In support
of this, he may cite Romuns 8:335-58, It is in God's prouises,
wt In man's well-wvishes that strength comes and falth is
sustedned, 9God is pow jurilying the patient's faith in the
fiery furnuce of arfliction, Even as the goldsnith stends by
while the gold is in the cruciblice to see to it that the fire
is sufificicnbly hot tu purge away the dross, yet not so inten:e -
as to duucge the precious uetal, so the heiiever is in CGed's
il while his folith is purified through afiliction, "B

Affliction mey serve the weak iz falth by helping them
to look at Christ with both eyes and not to scuint at Christ

Nirsaat

7
Cf, I dJohn 5320

8 .
Heuch, Op. git., p. 125,



50
with one eye and at himseif with the other, In dealing with
the sick whose faith 1s weak or who are cusily assailed by
spirituﬂl anxlety, the pastor must not force them to believe;
comianding them, as it were, to trust God, The pastor will
direct the anxious soul to the living Saviort!s cmnipotent
care through the Gospel, The Coszpel does not speak words
gbout Iaith but creates and sustains faith in the heart
readied for it, The pustor imst pour the streams of the
Gospel into yhe anguished hesrt and rely upon the power of
the livie,, life-giving Word,

The final group are those patients whose Christian feith
nos been tested in the flery furnoce of afflicticn, Sicgness
wii the unfertunate routine ¢f the hosgpital coune as no sudden
shock to this ;crson.“‘lt is often souli-strengthening o the
v.stor to work with such people, WAt the sickbed and &t The
deatihibed of tried Christiuns the éheyherd of sculs wiil often
experience that he receiver rather than gives."g The peace
wiieh coucs through forgivenesﬁ of sins, the childlike certain-
ty of God's mercy, faith's long training through meny tenple-
tivns and coubatg--these ex$e?iances sexve to strengtheﬁ the
Christian's hold on God and cnable him to lie upon the bed of
suffering with hope and confidence that is greut in the Gospelj
hence patience docs not fall end gratitude is not silenced,

Of course, mot all of God's tried believers ave entively

spared from spiritucl conflicts ia tiuwe of lliness, Particu-

9 .
dbid., p. 135,



51

larly in cases vhere the 1linesss is of a lingering nnture,
expericnced Christions are ensily subjected to pequlinr dangers,
The porticulor dinger 1s that the sick persom, insteud of wuit-
ing putiently Tor CGod's blhe, wight becdome umylliln; to beur
the eross ws long as God would have hin bear it, His longing
for hiewven beccmes overbelunced to the extent that he cverlo&ks
the foet that Goedl's will is alweys heut.unﬂ thaet He will send
His hurvesters o gather into His gransyy the grain vhen it
is ripe, The dunger for the G'nri stien is the epiosite of that
dunger which threutens the uaregenerate, The unregenerate -
deces not wont to sever the ties which bind him to this world
in which 21l his treusures are, However, the believer vhose
trewsures are in heaven may, through illness; scguire an
ivpatient 1onging %o depart this world and be with Christ,

The task which here confronts the pustor is noct eliays
an easy one, His work 1s to proeclaim the Gospel in -such a
wey that the life of God increases within the ratient, With
God in his heaxrt the person ﬂlll not lose putience with life
and guesticn the justice of Cod, This Christian needs, as
21l men, in splte oi his exverience with 1:L'£‘e and testing
through urfl*ctikn, a greater hold upon the God who loved
him and gave Himself for him, -The hold upon God and His life
is channeled Shrough the Gospel, The love of Christ appliéd
to specific need has the powexr of the ﬂbly Spirit in it, He
strengthens faith tivough the Gospel so that the Christien
who mst face prélonged siclimess will be aware of the power

of God as a source of coni'ort and strength,



CONCLUSION

This poper concludes with a word about the traindng of
the pestor for the work of :r;i;-;:istérme; to the institutionil-
ized sicl, TIrou vhot has been suid about this ministry it
iz plain that it is speeinlized work, There is therefore need
for the pastor to have pyrojper training and instructicn, This
holds for the aversge parish pestor as well as for the full-
tiwe instivutionzl choplain,

The secminary is tile storbing point for this training,
TEvery scaulnnyy student ought to have the opnortunlsy of

speading from o weeks to three ponths ia o large hospitzl

o an asszigtant to the chaplain, In this woy he weuld

bzeouie acquainted with the routine of such en dnstitution
1
of the strangenesgs and bigness of it all,®

end losc his Pew:
Tie geuninury curyiculum cucsht to include couvses of insbruc-
tion designed to equip evch outgelng pustor with o certain
aucunt off insight into the nature of 1:'51:: winistry to the
institubionnlized sick, The training program cught wlso to
rrovide opportunity fon }racticézi expcerience under proper
guidinee so thot students may knew vhat to expect uyon
entering & aickrocu, .noy leurn te feel confortable in
worlting with the sick in ozder to serve them better,
Training for this speciulized uinistry does nct end

wpon graducstion from the senminary, In fect it ought never

J’!-lestberg , #Pagtoral Counseling in the Hogpitel Hinistry,”
in Proceedings of the Associated Iutheran Charitiss, 1948, p. 34,
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to end, The pastor must never feel that he has rcached the
roint where he Ilmows it all, There iz nced for continual
growth, Tc this end, the pactor should have aveilcble on

hig shell for reiady reference and occasicoual study such books
as will. helyp him to understind people and their needs as they
face Iy from & hospitel bed, These books are as inmportant
for growth us are cuvimentaries for vefresiment cad inspira-
tivii, It mey clsce be suld that books dealing with psychology
cund psychiatvy as well as those i:;ref-.ztine; the mmen body and
tyres of illmegses willl have on important place .in the pastort!s
study,

Finally are other helps for the pastor's training, He
hos peny weans at his disposcl, Noteble are the clinical
treindng progroms, Such programs wsuclly have much to oifer
the pastor, But he should keep in mind that meny of them
lack the Christicn Gospel emphasis, Keeping that in mind
the pastor will do well to Join himself to such a progrn
in ordsr thut he might be made &ll things to wll nen, that

he night by ¢il mezns save soze, (I Cor. 9:27)
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