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an 1ntentioml injury., that the nurse desires to give good 
11 

service aild thi:it sl'ie is duubtless overb\U.'tbmec:l ui t h 1r-ork. 

Cr. bot consid~rs as t he best rmswer to any co?Jnlaint: "Cot1pla1D . l2 • . 
to those uhom you e.ccuse.n ~e pastor should detend the 

nu.roe wheueve1• po ... sible.. Experience sho"rrs that most complaints 

by p.:?.tients are without grounds., The nurse 1s under doctor's 

01•ders j l1st lilte the patient. Alf¥ considera.t1on which the 

pastor shows for th~ nurse llill be tully repaid.in the service 

she gives him •. 

A thil.•d impo1'tant teammate is the social worker. The 

coni"erence or the Jwsocia.ted Lutheran Charities held in May, 

1961 at Sioux City, Iowa. 1-,~s· quick to 1::oint up the si..anif'i.,. 
. . 

cant role of social "'Orkers in an effective hospibl_program. 

Their nwnber and contribution seem to·be gre"tly incre~siDg. 

Pastors should 'be gratefu1 '£or the social worker aJd 

recog~ze his important role. Social and welfare agencies 

a.re• of creat value to the church. They can c.lo a job 1mich 

better and t ar 1:1ore thoroughly tban a p stor could ever th:lDk 

of d in6. In addition the p~stor's time is too li, irfted to 

enable him to take on ancJ efficiently c~rry o'!.i.t the work of 

social welfare agellCies. 

This is not say t l1at he ahould not be sociqlly :ud.nded 

and a.m.,~e of his duty toward social ... genci~s.. Tiie pastor 

and congreg-tion ought to ~cc:ept their part; in society by 

llib:14,., p. 41. 

l2.Di4., p·. 40. 
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supportixlg programs wld abencies even when ~he7 .are not direct­

ly cormected to the church~ 

Buch su1:;-iort ,rill encour ~.r:;e the pastor to enlist the aid 

ot these ;programs in llis :nd.niatry to the sick~ Bis love for . . 
people doc s not mean lle should do a j cb ~;bich others ca1 do 

better 11 Ruther he rill be doina l?eople more go_od b".f referr1Dg 

tlle Cti.s e to t he socia1 w01"ltc:- Ql' the Social Service Dil•ectory. 

~ie pa :;;t01~ i s a. tem.:ma.te in the hospital. This ;;,hculd 

l e~u him to do bis trork ,nth a sense of Joy and coni'idence. 

It' should al so hel p h1111 uml~rs t aud the 1,~tient ho se:-ve:;, tor 

t lmt sc.Ji!e person is served by man;y mei.1bers oi' ·the hos .,i ~al 

teaiu. · Tbis tea may i"urther CO:Jiprise a teacher, an oocupation­

a.l ·ther:!.pis·t; a rellabilit2:t i o1::. director., a voe tiomtl wijustor 

Ul'Jd. o·i:iher s . As ~~ past or finds his yl ace- i n the lJOspital 

team he ,rill ilette1"· E;l'i~sp t l'ie sccpe of his ow :mini::.tr;y, he 

will better unde1"stand the situation:..1 · bo.ck{:_round of t he 

person 1-rhol,1 he serves . 

Q 



ClU\P~ER IV 

TliE PASTOR'S DIAGNOSIS OF-PA~IENTS PlUOR TO USi iG t~3PEL 

HavilJS diccus:Jed the 1·1rs t r1Jajo1• theiie of' the thesis: 

Tho Christian pastor as God•s ~"r!.Y or recch17lg tho ir..stitu­

tiO:.JUlized sick, the tocus is now on tlie second m jor themea · 

the Holy Goopel as the po.~tor•s tocl ro~ ~iving God and His 

li.t'e t o peovl e -:hroush the Holy Spirit. 

The Gospel. is a lw~s Gosr.;el. T:tw.t 1s to say, Gospel is 

;"J.l wuys the llrocl.::da1lirl6 ot God 's a.ct in Christ i"or people; 

C1intel'illi.: a t the cross · nd enpty tori1b. But -;;bile the Gospe1 

:.i. :-; t lle s· ~ e , people are dirte:t'e:i.1t; they v~.ry ~s to spil"itaal 

col ·1tion and 11ead. 11.No two human being:s are · lil~o in t h~ir 

nee' or in the circwustar...ces uith which the.-y conte1ui. People 

cu1mot all b.s treated in the swue uay when t hey are su!'fering 
1 

f'rorn f?_,i :rituu di stress or illne:;s•." In 01"d ... r ta cletewdne 

how t o pre_se11t the w1changir.g Gospel to each sou11 it is 

11eces:i3l"'.f f' or tlle vast<'.lr t o l'lk1lte a tl10ro~h :me! cor1•ect diag­

nosis of the patient 1 s Slliritual condition. There are those 

,.,ho ove:i.•lock this point,; 1d10 insist that this diagnosis is 

quite unnecessc.ry., tuld i'or t;bat rea3on nny use the same '!-Tord 

or God for all people. This attitude is d:mgerous because it 

docs not take into co11Si de~ation that people ·JnaY differ as to 

spiritual conditio11.; further, it overlooks tbe Scriptural. 

1 
Goete Bergsten., Pe:;torgl P;;yghplo;.,y, p. 45. 



·thel!!, because they a r o or:...:i..•ltu·-l-Y d~:;ce1•ned.u (I Co-•. 2 :14) 

To :let or1.:ine hethei• i.~ r,rL t i.en.t i~ Utll' t;ane~• te 0 1· \,hcth ... r he 1a 

boi•n t .~· :tn o.i: uat 1-- .:'!.:i.ul t he Spi1·it is oi" utl:lo~~ i!J_ crt«nce. 

Oi'tez:. o. c lil::...,· " I; ·c·t ·t lm condi tJ.on or t he auu. ui thout 

ot :i.· 1., 

But hi:;$. a,;.(.,rotich a ~ ~ ··: 1:Lc. t :..on Jnu~t be iffe1 .. nt. 

If' it l.iust 'be .. , 1..it'iied ·t lu::t the cor,ten:t o · t he. !. 
..... 

~--~i n .:· c:i.e ... r 1:i.:.e·Glll"e o. ·i;h · ::.:1·.: · vid.uc.11::; ~ ll•iiiu l cout:ition; 

r t.1en only CE-,.n bis e s ~ ·e .i.'it t he n e:!s 01., th::-. t · r so11. J. 

2 

The:rs.t'"or • '!" ·,•ist' s s1::1'Vant :J ;,:ust "1so ~:;; • .:?i ,,. those 
to whom t!ley co: .. e, it order t lmt they 1 ;; y lmo - !low 
He v .. !.nt :.. t he.iii to c~.r.cy ou t His i1i a~!on, ull.!.ct is 
indeed .J.,;:-i'.;.,V·:; to pr es""111i the ~-roi~u unto imlv ... -c.i on, 
'but t h•.:~e.::"i.;~.z ~J.. ·o to :r· :Jc:.'lt u~ u1 3 c .1 ~ -~· nner 
t :tu.1t h~~d hearts Ul"'e crushed, ~I l~ r d hccrts 
.he~.1. • 2 

J. c. Hsueh, Pastort:1, c r e .Qi:~ §ick;, p. s1. 
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Because e .. ch pe1•s011 is di1'i"e1•ent, it is necessary ... Ud 

imz>ort~mt thL:.t the rta:jtor !!:alte u. di::-~nosis o:r the pa.tient • s 

s1>iritua.l co1ldition. An incident :rr~1 actual lif e uill slJOW 

why this :Ls necessary. it is taken 1n the torm or swnmary 

£ro1u Beucil I s &,stora1 ~ S2t. .:li.ll!t ~. }.ll old man ubo 1' .. ::~d 

lived in sh.wile and vice lay on his de:,thbed., He wcs tf'l1cted 

,-rith an illne~s which seemec.1 to be o:r a protracted nature. but 

which dr ained his e11ergy to such an e,,tent tru~t de..-.th v ... s 1n­

e\1"i t :..ble. Once upo11 a time he had been coni"i~,ned antl had some 

lmowJ.e~e ot tbe Lord J esus. This kno1-:-l -dse had been obliter­

at ed by Dmny years of service to sin. He :no longer r e~lized 

t lie r; i :n..ti' ic~nce 01· Jeou.~ to bimseli" t.ui.ri bad foi•sotten even 

·i;he Jost :LI ,portunt inci .ents il1 the Lord 1 s life. Thus "it w s 

· :&1ecessc.1•y £01.. thfJ pas_to1• t iristruct this r:1~ ot seventy as 

tl10ugh he 1-1e1.9e a SWlday school pupil. ~t might seem si!·Jple 

to detai .ine this man' s spiritual cc:ndition. On the contr ary, 

he c1Jnce ... led so ueth:1.ng vllich m.:· de it il:lpossible for hio,i heart 

t o be open t t .i1e message of God's love. !he pastor visited 

lwn frequently ruJd told him., a s s imply as he cou1d., God•s "Wa¥ 

to salvati DJ he instructed him concerning repent~!ll.Ce and 

i"a i th; he poke to him about l~s sin uhich he appei.red to GC­

lmowledge in a du.1.l mamJe1•J he prayed i"or him and exhorted 

him to use tlle l a.st 1n01uents 01· his time of srci.ce. Ba.t all 1n 

vain. !here was no indicetion of' an impression being made. 

He lay there seem1ng1.y apathetic and ilJdii'ferent~ Pinal.ly, 

the pastor said to him, "l~ do you suppose I come to visit 

you so oftent You ought to 1•ealize that the1•e is rJOt much 
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pleasure tor me to sit here -idth an old man who refuses to 
I 

.listen to me. Don•t you understal'ld uhen I come 1n spite of 

your a ttitude., it i ~ because I realize that your poor s c.ul. is 

in dai-ieer unless you heed the lvol"d ot, God am 1•epent'l You are 

daily f'ace to t ace ,d.th death. n 1'Yes." r eplied the old 1:!ml• 

11I haven•t ail¥ doubt t hat my condition is very serious., as you 

say. But this much I l~,;: on account of my great wicl edness • 

it 1s r1ou t uo late 1"01 .. ·, e to be s&ved. Theref'ore., I p1•e1'er 

to be lert 1n ~eace the time that remains.· I will get to hell 

sool'l enoll6h. It I shou1d no-v1 begin to pay at·~ention to God's 

Word., I would only become anxious and une.:.sy. I can•t live 

my life over aaa.in., anc'i what I ~veto 6ive an ... ccount tor 

will not be lessened i.t" I begin to repent :now-.n 

All along the pa.s toi' m d pointed out that tllis t-7 .s his 

1'.!.m:.l hour 1·or sal.vation 1-rhen the emz,hasis shou1d have been 

plwced upon tile fact t hat sal.vation w~s still possible~ 1-lhat 

·i;his man needed more than aeything else u~s the assui'"ance that 

the1•c' was still time tor biLl to be saved. However, the pastor 

·was unable to discover this tact until the dey t he man declared, 

non account ot lti,Y' gre ... t ldcl:edliess, it is now too late f'ol'" me 

to be s aved. 11 This s tatement enabled the sou1-shepherd to look 

into the unhappy manls soul and discover ·what -.Lctually hi.mered 
3 

him .from accepting God•s crace. e-­
~h1s inQident shows how important it is to ~et a clear 

picture of the spiritual condition before the pastor begiDs 

3 
;g,34., pp. 31 - 38. 
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1niniste1·ing. It also ... hou,;. how dii"ti cul.t a cii ... ~o~i s m: .. y be. 

To di .. unose a per..;on• s spirit ual concU.tion i s dli'ficult, .und 

ev en the :mos t co.reru.1 d5. :.;nc cis JJ· y lead to 1;ron.,; c ,.c~·J..1ions. 

Tll:Ls f'o.ct shou1d not c ·use t .h1 .. piisto:r to omit t h d.i ... i no •:i..J ; 

the ,.Uf!"i cul·ty 0£ t he t r~sk -:-;ill d i :J_.i.;l tl~U COCJ·:sur~ne ;_jS .. .nt.1 

k eep 'be:fo:re the ~1as to:r h:tc• o-:m ~.-e ... lm so :mi. .. in"!bili·cy 1. :::.21d 

t hus :;pw.~ h :i.lu c,r. t o Cu.;!St .~ -·c - i • ... y ~!' ·thut Oocl gi1.idt:: hi t : Gh~ OU:;h­

out h:Lti 1.:orlt., Even .,_ dol~·i;.o • ~- n:tt e :. ... t ho l'!lO->'i; c • t•~- u.2 \li,ii.)nosi s 1 

m ... y be 1ui f;t .. Ute1: ~lb .a t a c .. c; bu•i~ no one wou.lli ou. t hi.~t t.ccc,unt 

s • · t ha t he s lloul d:l.•::•~ ... n . e i t h the di~ ,_;::,.o~.:l. ·• 

ifllen the docto:;.• c o ll.le.:. t o ev.J:!i!:l C t he put ic~nt I s !)l~·s:tc-l 

cou .:i.ti on, be h::1s .i.!.O ti t"i'i t:ml.t y ·1,.n r:;et •i~il'lci }Je!'lnis.~ .011 to do 

··o . I i' t:11e ,,; ;,.st c>'r we· •,;; ·i v~ll t,he s k t op~ 01:•fa.uu.ty t o ,;,X-..~ .i~ e 

t he :;· i :::Ltu.cl. c 111.! j.ti un o.: 'Gh- ~i c:lt .: i i.. ,;01:u.d ~r e ... t i..,r t :.cili­

•i;· ·i;e i1i~ p:L•e1>~-l·.lt u~cy 1:orl: v.s a !•' s·c.;01· i:. t he ~i :'i.cl :1"00• •• ~"he 

!~,.i:i;:.i. nt 1.1.:;~ .lly- ~:ubl. it:i ql.1.:1.te 1'1.;.l l i.ri...gl y _ to t he :l.ncouveui nee 

o~ b cu ig ex.1.1.uined 11'.! i.~h c1oct.o~. Fie doer; not r e ent beil~ 

1ue •. r~ivned c.s t o !K," t h -. ~icl•nes :1 ar rect :.1 him,. He 1·es~rt,s 

s1.1.ch t1ues t ions n cessu:cy f o:i· the doctoi• t · ~ppl y :•. ~ 1ution. 

Hi s :..JWwer s 1-ril:t t herefore be expl ici t •. 

The p· stor oi'ten encom1t ·cr:z a."l ent i :i.-~i y d:t:ff erent : ... t •iii t ude. 

Hh.i.le ::io:me peoi :te re .. ~~:1.ous to b i tre ~1 &ccur, t e vie~, of their 

s r•i :i•:i.tu.al c,.;;.n1l i •ii:l.,) .1.1, .whil e oth~1• · U!1co11Sc ! ou::;.::y r \:ve....l thei1• 

c1>:1(, :tt i n b1, t he:ti--- sr,eecJ.?., i •~ · r el::~. i us a t·o.ct t m t i n 1;-1w1y in­

st t.~nces t he s ick do not ·•ive th~ _ .. ,st ol? mey- insi.,..h'i .. L, ·to t lleir 

s1:iirit ual couuit:Lon. In f a c t,:; t· ey 1:lilY t wte Ol ea. ~e 1:-hen they 

:&."e . l i ze t~u.t he i s t 1-y-l .l'JU t o ur.1.covei" t .1e con.di t i 1 . .' their 
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soul.s. They )DtlY uctuall.y try- to J.ea.d the pasto1" or1 the wrong 

track in resurd to their heart-relation t o God. 

Sick people liw.:f be or the opiDion that ~.flictioa demands~ 

c· :nsolation. fhe:t: ~ :i:ect from tbe. l'ii:l.Stor wol•ds of encoUl.•age-

ment uh1cb uill set t heir .td.llds at e;;.se.. !hey may be espec:wJ 17 

eager t or him t o expi,es s the hope et' theil• speedy 1·ec~ve:ey, or 

if the 11wox·st 11 should COJ:le, t hat God will sureJ.y talte t ilel:I to 
4 

hec.~ven. ~he pastol" ll~~ 11ot co~ply. Insteo.d, he may· "begl.n 

t _o tlsl-:: ~or iuus, so .. .rcllillg ques ti ns wJli.ch in time of" 3:1.;.ness 

::m.::.y be unbe ... :&.~ ... bl.e. t:.>UCl1 c.: u~:JtiollS m ... y evoke the t ix.U{;;ht ti·om 

t lw , tient: ~:wiJY do•::s the pastor 111ake it a point to a3:arm me, 

a:.; ti". I d.!.dn't al1•ead;r .feel mi:Jer able enough? UJiat ri ht bas 

he to pry into rrq heart rela.tionslup to God? This is a matter 

betuee1l God and 1oyseJ.r. 11 

ibis at•titude is one o.r the :me.it, d:Lti'iculties to the 

pastor in did6nosinf; the spiritual co:nuitio~ ot the s1ck. The 

~stor mus t be prepa.i•ed to meet it_ !here are some uho are mt 

aocustom<?d to r~:nuei•illg a~ount ~:to God. There are so:we lfho 

liave littJ.e resuect tor the pastoral off':i.ce . For this re .... son - . 
the wholesmne intention of the pastor. wa:t be 1 ... isunderstood. 

5 
His di agnosis will proceed 1-1ith caution. 

In addition to an:r def ense which patien~3 DUlY r aise w 
keep thelll!le1ves trOill beina dic"lgnosed, tl1ere a1-e other hi?ldr..u1ces 

4 
Ct. Bergsten, .Qa. ,gU., Chapter I. 
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~o ge~tin8 at t}le actual. status ot bis relation to God; Pastors 

o1'ten like to kno,f what type ct 1llness the patient is aftl1ated 

vith beto»e goiDQ to see bim. fius mAy be help.ful in· g1viag 

comideuce to tho•pastor who £eels 1:oade:quate .:.ind insecure nbout 

work!Lrig 1d.tb the s:Lck. On the othe1· htu!d1 . this k!towledge 1!87 

prove detrimental and an actu.ul hindr::mce to diagno:tts., 'ffhat 

misy ba ppen is this the.t t-.be pastor ~ill b:::.se his mixiistr:y on 

the apparent seriousness of the-att l1ct1on, That is to saT, 

he Jnay feel that a bof hospite.J.ized m.Lth an inf ected toot needs 

r el atively 11:ttle spi1"itual care compar.ed to a man about to 

;undergo i:>rai.r1 sura~n,")"' • • ihe ,can is about to go thro'Ut§h a del­

icate nwjor operation tr0!;1 wl1ich he mi:\7 never aveken. In com-

1:...:1·i~on , the r,liglit ot the l.1ttle boy api-:ears insignificant. • . 
In this. "~clY the sur1'u.ae seri0".1sne-ss ot an illness may determine 

the pa tori s ~1nistry to people. He vill probably' stop 1n 

bri efly' to greet the little boy and move on; he may spend !!iUeh 

aio:re time ~rJ.th the m::l1l .ubou.t to undergo surgepy. Ove~looked 

is the possibility ot the toot 1ntect1011 re9Ulting in the death 

of the littJ.e boy and a.t tl'..e· .s a.,;e time the poss!bility of the 

man recoverw.g to normal lii'G• 

Perhaps the urea.term.st ake in this t .ul acy is that the 

t.ocus is on the sickness rati1er than on the patient and his 

need~ !here 1s taUure ·to. cous1der that the · important th!:Dg 

is· not ,-1hat type of affliction the patient has but l1ow his 

ailment, whatever it may, be» ett·eats his .f'aith~ ld.s 1•elet1on 

to God• In llhat weq, 1:S the,-patient*s trust be1D§ challeJJgecl\' 

Tllat 12 the concern of the i,astor 'tfho il.s -1nteres,ted 1n spirit-
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ual. di.ig110sis. riith this a _1!_:rottc'h tbe pa.,tor 1-l'ill be aJr.t?.Zed 

at t he 1•esults. Be may i'iad th&t the iaan up .for bl".v.i:1 surce17 

has enough of Chrj.st 1n ,lim to .i':::.ce aey crisis tdlich lii°G ctiD 

o t i'er, beliGVirl.§ tba.t tlll'oui,;h Clu·is t itho sti•engthCllS him., he 

cGn do ~11 tl~s. (Phil. 41:lS) fbic 1::.p_ l'"oacll my ulso eis­

close tb.ut t he little boy, •with ti. 1.1inor afi"licti n: is e~-pe1•­

ie11cing loneliness, f e .. ir., dr..,ubt., ~nc1 p in and neetls t he sus­

tai11ill(; colil£01.·t of· God• s Word to u.ol.u-is :i."l his ti•unt ill God. 

li'e,-r. pi:~stors :i.·oulize tile dt1.X1Ge r which ~· be i..'l'l'!;olvP.d in . 
s ine.; t he card co.talogues i:1 "i•rlliah llosp:itaJ.s list their :r:atients 

i!nd categoz•ize their ar1·1::.ctions. In this con lection it is 

n<riie•.,o .• :tt'.y, as C.:1bot lJOintz out, t~t doctors are uf·i; n silent 

ox- va.5-u.e ubout t he ne:.tui·e cf' yhysicu i ::lne:~s, os1,ecially ot 

Ciil.Se~ oS: iilte1"'nal d:lso?ders. H:i.s ezml!im.tions ~cay have:: shown 

lleaJ:iiey orgw.15 bu.t dise~se ll~- bG. l.-.tent and way e·lCi.::,ic the 

net o~ t he close~t medical t~st. To protect hi.~:ael£, t l1e 

cie~r-cut at &tement of doctol" wi.Ll hedge or be ·.r..1,ue ebout 
B 

1:>l1Ysical eolitiition al1d 1;1"'ob~bl.e outcome mi l er1cth. ot illness. 

The pa.stor will t 31eref'ore be caretuJ. in usinG l~nledge 

Call seri usly be que~t:Loned. 

It 1JQY £:.1.so be a b:-... ri~ie1· t o the :ar'1nist:ry ,:1th ·the " iOk 

to 1·ee1 the r.i.eed i' ur knot-:illC the pE-tient' s l'Glig1'.11s ~!'111a­

tion_ fhis bas 1•.:.f ei"'ence to those insttmces 1:liell a J.astor 

deals with people whose rclat:ion to God is not Icunm b,- him. 

8 . . . 
Cabot and.Dicks, %bl.~ Rt. Mim.steriru,: .:lis2. .tllil §:lck, p.48. 



na 
l•Jhat ~Y hap:pen is tlmt the 1m•·to1• atter .... skiilG roaii~ the 

relit ious ati'ili.at:ton, w-lll ch'e,;.li' conclusions i"rc,1.-; thE: m1S,1e1.,, 

us to t o p·.tiell"&i1 ~ i'uith · :.: .... -. lif'e. 'l!hwl th(j i,atient•s truth 

is deto1.-1,:i.nad by the doctrilla1 position ot that com .• union or 
ullic 1 he is c. l iielilbel" , twn a;;; ~ laatter oi' R'Obc1" :tact this is 

:rw·t .. 1,ray:i the c· Si:>• Such co11cl.u~:i,c,i1S are umra1~1•ai::.tcd because 

in uorh: ,-ti.th the sicl,, the pa11:tor is not deal~ priJ.laril7 

uitll co~reg ... tions but wi ·,h :LDliviclu .. ~s who mu.st be t1~eated 

;;;.s such. 

Tile Lorcl' s ap,!)rouch to tl:1e PlWl""iseas was: 11 ·lhat t hink ta 

of Clu•i s t?11 (Matt, ·:,:~ :42) ~his is also a 1,roper ~1Jp::i.-oacl1 to 

"1'.:lle s ick. The question is no"~ tr..erefo1•e--lf.aat think ye a£ the 

Luther an Church, or 1,hat think ye oX the 111etbodist Cluu•ch, or 

t !e C ... tholic Church! ~lor ~et: ~t is your church. a.:'i':i.liation? 

The que3tion is: '.lt·Jlv:it think ;la oi' Cllri:at? 11 

J\nother conceivable hincl~ance to cori--ect•diagnosis o~ the 

!l&tieut • s spiritual c ruli·tion rnibht be the pasto1-• s l ·Gtood ·o£ 

~reparation fo1 .. llis 1rol'lt with t he sicki Xl1at the pa. ·tor ought 

to pl'epare h:l::nGelf for -ro:rld.n:6 1-1i th sick i:,G01Jle nee.ds no dis­

cu:;sion. But tho pastor ~;ho considers l'!i.1-uself properly pre­

pared uho is c1ble to preach l a.3t Sunday's sel"luon., or part o£ 

it~ to a person lyiJ1G on the bed 0:1· pa.in, 01s the p&s to1- \-tho 

1~i:as up his mind ill ad.vi:.nce what Scripture will. best mlp 

the ps.tient-tllat pastor r.as .JlOt l.ooked at his ministry to the 

sick fr01u the vie'n"point o~ the need ot the patient. fhe Word 

oJ: God Dust be used in work w.ith the sick; f'or that 1s the 

~eans by which. the lioly Spirit reaches people. ~er~peutio 
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value i"oi· ·the patient l!ley be co11to.ined when tbe 1,. •·to:r r eads 

is it tlmt recites John 3:16 to a pe~~on vho feels lonely und 

unx:Lous? The poillt 1~ that the p._1.~tor h.~s no r ioht to ,:.-i.~e-

su1. ~ ose tllat the pre. cri . tion ·will fit the need bet" r e uncover­

~ the need. The uorlt or ·;;he 1':.u;to:i." is ext1•emely ~i fficult 

at ·i;bis 11oint. The dif'i"::!.culty luus·t neve:i.• s tand in the_ way of 

a ;3uccesstul li1i 1ustry. ~s j_~; a matter o:r c naeri-1 to the 

paJtor becau~e he is not in the aspi rin business; ~ird.sterillg 

to :lJl~ptoll s; he is i n the lloly 1, inistr-.r., Giviug God to people 

i'ox· thei1• i1eed. Tllis requir1:s diat;nosis. 

While the i,astor1 s worl.: o:t· diaeno~i~ sick; peo}'2e h.•s its 

ii'l" l cul ties rm.d hinr,;lru.nces., ·the pasto1· is not ~;:L thout ~id. 

The1·e a.r e a 11W.bcr of resources w:.,ich uill p1"ove h t l pf'i;.1. to 

the pc.stoi• i n hi~ -:101•k 't-ritb the· s1ck1 

The f'1rs~ oi' theue r es urces i s ·temed 1•apport. Much 

uopends Uj,:cn the :p;:.iotor' s ability ·to establ ish r a.},.i,:-ort with 

pG01:;l e. Rnp;.ort is m-1 ~11most w~ef'im:.ble relo.tionshi 1-r_1ere 
........ 

people i'eel com:i'oi~·t .. ible i u e :..:.ch other' s · r;:i~ence. Rapport 

_l<a! ds the patient to !'eel tha t the paster is 111te1"ested in 

lwu and wiD .inu to hel1, llim. Possibly the key to ga~ling 

r ~u~ort is to be fom'ld in the pa~t or's attitwle and be: ~111g 
, 7 

"trhicb ue1'e discusi,ied e,:11lier. The pastor wlio enters the 

sich.roo:i.i ·with a professional ail' or who nmkes it ~ point to 

1.lllpre ~ people with his ~ync~ss bas done gre t ham toward / 

'1 
Cf. Chapter II, pp. '1-12. 



so 

: • ..,J .. c.., :t t cvidcm.t t l~.i; t llis ga inir.r; 01• t :ie p~ ~:i ent • s cc.n.fide:nae 
9 

.• :.; t h~ i"i :t•s·t l"'equiai te t or r:aki?',.e a di ae:rno;;.ii s ,. 

1;• y s:.ryo t liat 11r Ei:;1io1·t c_1e~tl~'lds 011 eccb 1 . : .. "sen ' s b: ~ at 

.ml 1.t~e ·· he :L l!~w.~s e of' t 1c ot her ·; :-r son even 1:t 
10 

Rt~1 c.11~t ::.c m1 :lrl,..01·t c:.1t l ,~:;c.•t :1.-co i'o:-:o t he Cl'lri stid l pastor. 

i;I1;; 1:i:..st nc"J .. 1• ll:!k t:iw es t ~.lll i s~ oz 2.~t·.p1:;01"'t t.n end :i.l'l it­

seJ..f.' . Tb1s -..;01.1.].d lii= 1.-::e t he :..ucce ... s of the lilinist ~ - do1: ndent 

8 
We tber g, "Pt ,., t cr c.J. Cotms(;;l i ~ 1.:., t he Hos pi. t.."\l ~I.1.nist17, n 

in Procee41PP2 Rt. .:lil1i. Assog;tated Lfltheran C1JArit1,es, 1948, P• 29. 

J.O 
:Rollo May, %u Ar.1;. .oL CoupsftJ1pg, pp. 127 - 129. 


