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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Aim 

It is the aim of this paper to describe definitions of 

evangelism. currently prevailing in Amel'ican Protestant and 

Lutheran Ch:urches. The aim 1s principally to desoxaibe 

these dof1nit1ons, not to evaluate or extons1vely to cr1ti• 

e1ze t hem. 

Scope 

T.h.e def'initions are rtlpreaontat1ve of vuioua branches 

of hon-Roman <i..riurches in America. Tho Dutch Ref~med 

C:riuzach rep~esenta the Calviniat e>J1phaeis, the Methodist the 

Ar:minian# and th~ Moody Bible Inst1tutG the Fundam&nbal1st. 

Tho Lut11er1•an G.iluroh receives two chapters J Chapter V consi­

dei-a pu b]. icnt1ons oxclus1v0, or tne work of the ?lational Lu­

theran Council Coram1ss1on on Evangelia~ and Qlapier VI con­

a1de;r,a the work of the Com.111ss1on. Roman Gathol1c and 

Episcopal evangelistic tllaories IU'a outside the _scope or 
this paper. rt 1G for tll1a reason that BrJaD Green's out­

standing boo:k, ~ Practice 9£. .. t ... iV,..a .. ne;;a.;.o ... l.,19 ........ , racoi1es no 1.,en­

t1on in t his p4per, altbougll no comprehensive stud1 or 
evangelism can _atfQr>d to ignqre thla detailed w~k bJ 
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Rector Greenol 

For purposes of the present study, "definition" in• 

eludes t h e objGctives for W:.:'1.1ch the rospoctive branches 

strive, t ho agents who conduct evangelism, the motivation 

that impel s t h em, and the approach 'Hllioh they follow 1n 

addressing t h e uneQnvaiated •. 

Limitations, 

The pres·ent s·tudy 11m1 ts itself to a survey ot basic 

theorieso ! t does not conc~n itself with speoitio tech• 

niques, alt: ough i?eferenoo to techniques may in some cases 

be neces sa.:r•y i n ordeza to demonstrate basic thool'1e·a~ 

It i s important to remember t ,hat in no church body is 

there unanimity 1t1 evanselistic pr1no1ples. It is equally 

a1gn1.fican, t hat theories of evangel1am ai-e constantl1 

chang ing . 'i'he statements or th1a paper; ,therefore., are not 

conclusive in tho sense that they al'e universally applica­

ble to spee1fio instances, Rather, they al'~ indicative of 

general t1•ends offle1allt endorsed by roprasenta~1ve church 

bod1es 0 

lnx-yan Green, T'.o.a Practic~. 2!, l>'Vanp,olism, (New York: 
Chavles Bcribnorts Sons, 19$1)~ 



A OALVINIST DEFINITION 

Objectives 

According to its official manual on the subject, the 

Dutch .Re.rorrued Church by the wox»d "evangelism" denotoB 8 the 

activity wh!ci1 brings tho evangel, the Gospel, to those who 

do not know or who do not believe it, in the hope of bring­

ing them to a saving faith in Chrtist our Savior. nl ~van• 

.ge11sm applies to the work ot" pl'eaching the Gospel to pa­

gans living in nomi?ally Cb:r1st1an lands, missions ~ppl1es 

to tho wo~k directed toward pagans living in pagan lands. 

Cr~ation of belief apal't from subsequent chlll'ch mem­

bersn1p is held to be incomplete evangel1zat1on.2 Aa a co­

i-ollary, nominal church members are r_iot to be evangelizedJ 

only upon ro~filal excommunioation do lukewarm members become 

fit objects fop avangelizat1on-• .3 

T~oughout th..e manual emphasis is. placed on the tact 

that proper evangelism inoludes tar more than moral uplif't. 

The a1~l1 is to bl'ing about a "cleansing ot the heat by the 

laeto~ed ,lilvftel1s:n, edited by M~t1n MQnama (Grand 
Rapids: Eaker &>o ouae, c.194-8), P• 13. 

2lb1d.' p •. 14. 
3:tgid•, P• 21. 
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powerful working o£ t h~ Holy Spirit through regeneration."4 

Agents 

'l~hc:,t>a is a heavy emphasis on the organizational chan­

nels f or conducting evangelism. T'n.1s alllphasis is derived 

froYu t.!10 stat ed concepti on of the ot'fioo of t h e Church as 

"the divinely i ns'titut ed agency for the gathering of the 

elect w~1 01~ever t hose may be. tt5 The everyday lii'e of the 

boliover• i s t ermod "unintentional evangelism" and work 

done by v:t:r,tue of . consiatox-ial appointment 1a "deliberate 

'-"V"'""'"Ol ·~ "' 'U u ,., ~J.:.:, . J . QI,,, 0 Tho former may also be oo.lled "witnessing" or 

"witnesa .. b@ari rig . n-6 Bees.use or t his Reformed distinction, 

1t 1o sa3.d to ·be desirablo to have two starts in the Sunday 

School ; one i'or ordinary teaching and one for evangelistic 

tea.er1lng ,. 7 The h eavy eruphasis on the organized local 

ehuvch as t he ttmater f1del1wn"8 and !ts aut:tior1tat1ve role 

in evang el lsr.1 .may b0 seen in tne f ollowing excerpts: 

flowever, let us ever ror,n~11bel" that t he work of evan­
gelism in i ts more ptU'poseful and organized form 11J 
definitely the prerogati ve., the p,rivilege; and duty of 

4Ibi d 01 p. 332. 
5 llli•, pp. 18-20 •. 

6Ibid -·· P• 180. 

7Ibid _., p . 2u,.. 
6Ibid., p. 332 .• 
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tho instituted or orgaz1ized ohUl'oh.9 

The leadership or tho oonaistor, 1n the matters of 
evangtb~sm anould nover be by-paas8d, but ever hon• 
OX'fldo • . 

'11!'?.e fundamental principle 1a hei-e,- tbat evangelism as 
an organized er·toi-t to gain the unbelieving to ctu-1at 
is tile task, not ot some aoeiaty or individual, but of 
tllo Ch,ut--0h, if1d should be sponaored and conducted by 
t he Church. 

Evaru3GliS1n is tho woi-k, therefore, to be done only by 

m~mbers who receive tne!r assignments ~ough cons1stor1al 

appointment. It is related to the ordinal'y 11fe or the in• 

d1v1dual membor, but is dof1n1tely a separate work tor 

which special skills and formal appointment are requix-ed •. 

. t·lot1vat1on 

Five points of Calvinistic doctrine are listed as nor• 

mative r or Reformed evangelism: total depravlt7, unoondi• 

tional eleotlon, limited atonement, irI-e·siatible gt-ace and 

perseveranoe or sa1rtta~12 F.rom these. five points the 

various incantivos are derived. 

Tlie ~odus sanotiticandi of ain,. g~aoe and grat1tudo is 

• pi-imary factol" 1n mo·tivation. Open-~1r meetings arc to 

9It,1d,, p. 14., 

lOJ:b1d., P• 20. 
11Ib1d. 

l2Ib1d •. , pp. 14•21• 
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be held only . out of gratitude to GodJlJ failure to part1o1• 

pate in evangel ism pi,ograma indicates teeble gratitllde tor 

one's own s a1vation114 and Sunday School lessons must al­

wscy-s operate with t h.e motivated aequenae of sin,. redemption 

and gr atituda.15 

I t i s h eld t hat nthe gl'eatost ot all incentives 1n tho 

work of evangelism" is the "glory ot our Ood •. nl6 Failing 

adaquataly t o tear and love Ood, the worker should "plead 

w1 t h God r or t h(!; s aka of His glory and the honor of Hie 

nwuenl 7 t o equ1p h im. wi t b the 1,1rge to evangel iz-e. 

11hc above auate~ents 1mpl7 that man is capable of 

rousing h i.ma e l .t' to . de.ep g~at1tude and burning p assion for 

God's glory . Tt.i.e taclm:tque apparentlY' consia ts of !mag1n• 

ing one ' s s elf. in an unsaved condition; bemoanin.i one•a 

eminent f ate, suddenly 1ntroduo1ng the Gospel into the pie• 

tUl'e, and c·oming up with a profound feeling of gratitude 

tori being s &v ed. 

~,e ~Oil!-:er 1 s thankfulness foi- personal salvation and 

passion -for God• 9 gloZ'Y' are iraplemented by a strong sense 

of obligation t o obey all express divine co,!'li1lili"ld&.. Thia 

13Ibid. , p. 308. 

l4I.b1d.,. p.· 142. 
15 
~ .. , p .• 2.1 .• 

16 Ib!.d•·t p .• 149. 
17Ibi d., P• 1990· 
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pveeisely determinad. 

In surn.mary, one.may say that there is. a common tail­

uro clear l y to state t he process by which the evango11st•s 

weapon is to effect convet-sion, a failure to state the l'o1e 

of t he soci ety of Christian believers 1n et't'eotin3 conver­

sion, and a f'ai l'tlre clearly to state the ultimo.to objec. 

tives ti t.ti.oh are to be achieved in t he ne'W oonve1-ts. 

I t l s . t t1erofo:ae app~ent t hat the formulation or an 

o!"f t)cbivo program of Christian evangelism :nust begin ·with 

a ser i ous evaluation of the doctrine ot the Word of God, 

cont inue to t i1e doctrine or to.e Ch.~ch as the body ot 

C.nr .tst o.nd t ho means or !-Us work among me."11 and f'lnally a 

doep reori entation to the 1neaninz of C~istian ta1th.. Rad• 

ical regtudy of and radical answers to these three quos• 

tions undoubtadly will alter the roapective statemonts on 

objectives, a~ents, n1otivation and app1~oach .• 

There are nopotul signs on the horizon, notably the 

current attempt by t he Lutheran Cot91ssion on E.vangeliar.i to 

ach ieve deope.t• t he.ological orientation.1 There are tlrlo 

books l"eoently published within the Luthez,an Church. that 

are also hop~ful signs.. Oscar Carlson's. book, �~� Church' a 

Sinr,.J.le.r !!.!!£, is a radical r<Jstudy 0£ the problelu ot 
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evan1ellsm with 0:mpbas!s on the use or the Word.2 Rich u•d 

R. Caem;11e1~ex- ~ e book; ~ Church !!l la! Wp.rld, · is a seia1oua 

evaluation. of t h e place o.f the Church aa the fellowship of 

beli avel's in ef fecting conversion. It also presents the 

ultimate ob ject i vas to bo achieved in all converts and in 
".I 

all church memoeN 3 • .:> Thea& two woi-ka havo as yet received 

no oi 'i~lo .:.al r-ee.ognltionJ and until such recognition is 

g1von t he;.·u, thay cannot bo oonsidez-ed as anything more tnan 

ra:lno111i t y opini one t..:1 tain the Luthel'an churches .• 

On<:} s i Fnif'ioant p amp,..11.let \:ihioh has official status is 

CUl"'r>e:r.:c!:r i;> ,~1n13 i aouod by tho Missou.tti Synod I s Department 

Wit• -
n ess i-t. er a You .Ar.-e successfully avoids most of the Reforr..ed . .... ......... .... d ~......- . 
antl F\u'ld~uuentalist emphases and may well prosage the com.!r.g 

of a now type of Lutheran avangeliam,4 

2osc~· hi . Carlson, 1.h& Church 's Singular !!!,! (Ya1la• 
delpn ia: 'I:1.l0 I•1'LU1lenb<t1 .. g Press, l9.SOT, 2•sslm. 

3niehard R. Ca6lll.~erer, The Church in~ world (St. 
Lou i s ~ Coneo!ldia Publishing .Rouse, l9491J passlii. 

4v:1 tness \vb.ere You i'U'e ( Issued . ~Y t h e Lutheran C:h~c~­
Mi ssout>i s ynod, :f>e?ar t mo~of Stowur cship, Missionary Edu 
cation, a.11.d Pr omotion, .n.d .. ) • 
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