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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
Alm

It 13 ths alm of this paper to deacribe definitions of
evangslism currently prevalling in American Proteatant apd
Lutheran Churches, The aim is princlpally to describe
these definitions, nbt to evaluate or extensively to critie-

cize thom,.
Scope

The definitions are representative of various branches
of non-Roman churches in Amerlca, The Dutch Reformed
Church represents the Calvinilst emphaeis, the HMethodist tas
Arminian, end the Moody Bible Institute the Fundamentalist.
The Luthoran Chureh receives two chaptersj Chapter V consie
dere publicatlons exclusive of the work of the National Lue
theran Council Commission on Evangellsm and Caapter VI cone
8i1ders the work of the Comuission, Romen Catholic and
Bpiscopal evangolistlc theories are outslde the_scqpo of
this paper. It is for thls reason that Eryan Creen's oute
standing boolk, The Practice gg'gggggggégg; raceives no mene
tion in this paper, although no comprehensive study of

evangellism can efford to ignore this detalled work by




Rector Greenal

Por purposes of the present study, "definition" ine
cludes the objectives for wilch the respective branches
strive, the agents who conduct evangellism, the motivatlion
that impels them, and the approach which they follow in

addressing the unconverted,
Limitations

The present atudy limits 1tself to a survey of basic
theoriss, It does not concern itself with specific tech=
niques, although reference to techniques may in some casesa
be necessery in order to demonstrate basic theories,

It is important to remember that in no church body is
there unanimity in evangelistic prinoiples. It is equally
8ignificant that theories of evangelism are constantly
changing. The statements of this peper, therefore, are not
conelusive in tho sense that they are universally applicae
ble to specific instences, RHather, they are indicative of

general trends officially endorsed by reprssentative church

bodies,

1Bryan Green, Tne Fractice of Bvangaliam‘(ﬁaw York:
) et o
Charles Scribner's Sons, °




CHAPTER IX
A CALVINIST DEFINITION
Objectives

According to its offlicial manual on the subject, the
Duteh Reformed Church by the word "evangellsm” dénotos “the
activity which brings the evangel, the Gospel, to thoae who
do not Imow or who do not believe 1it, in the hope of bringe-
ing them to a saving falth in Carist our savior,"! Evane
gellsm applies to the work of preaching the Gospel to pae
gans 1iving in nominally Christien lands, mlssions applies
to the work directed toward pagans living in pagan lands.

Croation of bolief apart from subsequent church menie
bersnip is held to be incomplete evangelization.a As a co=
rollary, nominal church members are not to be evangelized;
only upecn formal excommunication do lukewarm members become
it objects for evangelizatlon.3

Throughout the manual emphasis 1s placed on the fact
that préper evangelism includes far more than moral uplift.

The alm is to Lring about a "cleansing of the heart by the

1Reformed gggggelisg, edited by Martin Monsma (Grand
Rapids: %aﬁer Eook House, c,1948), ps 13,

2bdd., p. U
3Ib1d., Ps 21,




l
powerful working of the Holy Spirit through Jr-es,gemexz'm'.1.cm."z‘L

Agents

There 18 a heavy emphasls on the organizational chane
noels for conducting evangellism, This omphasis is derived
from the stated conception of the office of the Church as
"the divinely instituted agency for the gathering of the
elect wierever these may be.“5 The everyday life of the
beliover is termed "unintentional evangelism” and work
done by virtus of consistorlial appointment is "deliberate
evangelism.® The former may also be called "witnessing" or

“witnusasbaaring.“é Because of this Reformed distinction,
it is said %o be desirable to have two staffs in the Sunday
Schooly one Por ordinary teaching and one for eovangellatic
te&ching.? The heavy cmphasis on the organized local
church as the "mator £1de1iun™® end its authoritative role
in evangelism mey be seen in the following excerpts:

liowever, let us ever remember that the work of evane

gelism in its more purpeseful and organized form 1s
definitoly the prerogative, the privilege, and duty of

hivig,, p. 332
5;2;9.. pp. 1820,
S1v1a., p. 160.
TIv1d,, p, 214
O1v1d., p. 332,

R S
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the instituted or organized church,?

The leadership of the oconsistory in the matters of

avangi%ism should never be byepassed, but over hone

orod, ,

The fundamentel prianciple 1s nere, that evangellam as

an organized effort to gain the unbellieving to Cariat

is the task; not of some soclety or individual, but of

the Church, ind should be sponsored and conducted by

the Church,L

Evangeliasm 1s the work, thorefore, to be done only by
members who receive thelr assignments through consistorial
appointment. It is related to the ordinary life of the ine-
dividual member, but is definitely a separate work for

which special skills aend formal appointment are required.
Motivation

Five points of Calvinistic doctrine are listed as nore
mative for Reformed evangellsm: total depravity, uncondle
tional election, 1lmited atonement, irresistible grace and
perseverance of sainta,lz Prom these five points the
various incentives are derived.

The modus sanetificendi of sin, grace and gratitude 1is

& primary factor in motivation, Open-alr meetings arc to

9Ibid., pe e
1919&9., Pe 204
Ly,
121b1d., pp. lh-2l.



o
be held only out of gratitude to Godgl3 fallure to particis-
pate in evangellsm programs indlcates feeble gratitude for
one's own aalvation;lu and Sunday School lessons sust ale
ways opsrate with the motivated sequence of sin, redemption
and gratitudaols

It is held thet "the greatest of all incentives in the
work of avangellism" is the "glory of our God.“16 Falling
adsquetely to fear and love God, the worker should “plead
with God for the sske of Hls glbry and the honor of Hias
nane™-7 to equlp him with the urge to evangelizs.

The above atatements imply that men ls capable of
rousing himssll to deep gratitude and burning passion for
God's glory., The technique spparently consists of imagine
ing one's self in an unsaved conditlion, bemoaning cne's
eminent fate, suddenly introducing the Gospel into tie pice
ture, and comlng up with a profound feeling of gratitude

for being saved,

The worker's thankfulness for personal salvation and

pesaion for God's glory are implemented by a strong sense
This

of oblization to obey all express divine comasnds.

131bid., p. 308,
1“§3£§°: pe 142s
15118, Po 274
16}5&£§1 po 49
171vid., pe 199
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evangelisn with emphasis on the use of the wOrd.a Richard
e Caemmerer's hooks The Church in the World, is a sericus
evaluation of the place of the Church as the fellowship of
believars in eoffecting conversion, It also presents the
ultimato objectives to be achleved in all converts and in
all church arzemhez"s.:” These two works have as yoi recelved
no of'ficial recognitiony and until such recognitlon is
glven them, they cannot be considered as anytaing mors than
minority opinions within the Lutheran churches,

One signiflcunt pamwphlet which has officisl status is
currently beins issued by the lissouri Synod's Department
of Stowardship, Missionery Education, end Fromotion, Kite

nss8 Whers You Are successfully avoids most of the Reformed

and Fundamentalist emphases and may wWell prosage tho coming

"

of & now type of Lutheran evangellsm,

20gcar W, Carlson, The Church's Singular Tagk (Philae
delyphiia: The NMuhlenberg rress, » p_assﬁ.
. The Church in the World (St.

2
“fAicherd R. Caommerer, ine
Louis: Concordia Publisalng nouse, 15597'— p8gs_"e

Yyitness Where You Are (Issued by the Lutheran Chureh-
Mlssours uﬂ,‘mvﬁ. Tepurbment of Stewardship, Misslonary Edus

cation, and Promotion, Nedels
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