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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
Alm

It 13 ths alm of this paper to deacribe definitions of
evangslism currently prevalling in American Proteatant apd
Lutheran Churches, The aim is princlpally to describe
these definitions, nbt to evaluate or extensively to critie-

cize thom,.
Scope

The definitions are representative of various branches
of non-Roman churches in Amerlca, The Dutch Reformed
Church represents the Calvinilst emphaeis, the HMethodist tas
Arminian, end the Moody Bible Institute the Fundamentalist.
The Luthoran Chureh receives two chaptersj Chapter V consie
dere publicatlons exclusive of the work of the National Lue
theran Council Commission on Evangellsm and Caapter VI cone
8i1ders the work of the Comuission, Romen Catholic and
Bpiscopal evangolistlc theories are outslde the_scqpo of
this paper. It is for thls reason that Eryan Creen's oute
standing boolk, The Practice gg'gggggggégg; raceives no mene
tion in this paper, although no comprehensive study of

evangellism can efford to ignore this detalled work by




Rector Greenal

Por purposes of the present study, "definition" ine
cludes the objectives for wilch the respective branches
strive, the agents who conduct evangellism, the motivatlion
that impels them, and the approach which they follow in

addressing the unconverted,
Limitations

The present atudy limits 1tself to a survey of basic
theoriss, It does not concern itself with specific tech=
niques, although reference to techniques may in some casesa
be necessery in order to demonstrate basic theories,

It is important to remember that in no church body is
there unanimity in evangelistic prinoiples. It is equally
8ignificant that theories of evangelism are constantly
changing. The statements of this peper, therefore, are not
conelusive in tho sense that they are universally applicae
ble to specific instences, RHather, they are indicative of

general trends officially endorsed by reprssentative church

bodies,

1Bryan Green, Tne Fractice of Bvangaliam‘(ﬁaw York:
) et o
Charles Scribner's Sons, °




CHAPTER IX
A CALVINIST DEFINITION
Objectives

According to its offlicial manual on the subject, the
Duteh Reformed Church by the word "evangellsm” dénotos “the
activity which brings the evangel, the Gospel, to thoae who
do not Imow or who do not believe 1it, in the hope of bringe-
ing them to a saving falth in Carist our savior,"! Evane
gellsm applies to the work of preaching the Gospel to pae
gans 1iving in nominally Christien lands, mlssions applies
to the work directed toward pagans living in pagan lands.

Croation of bolief apart from subsequent church menie
bersnip is held to be incomplete evangelization.a As a co=
rollary, nominal church members are not to be evangelized;
only upecn formal excommunication do lukewarm members become
it objects for evangelizatlon.3

Throughout the manual emphasis 1s placed on the fact
that préper evangelism includes far more than moral uplift.

The alm is to Lring about a "cleansing of the heart by the

1Reformed gggggelisg, edited by Martin Monsma (Grand
Rapids: %aﬁer Eook House, c,1948), ps 13,

2bdd., p. U
3Ib1d., Ps 21,




l
powerful working of the Holy Spirit through Jr-es,gemexz'm'.1.cm."z‘L

Agents

There 18 a heavy emphasls on the organizational chane
noels for conducting evangellism, This omphasis is derived
from the stated conception of the office of the Church as
"the divinely instituted agency for the gathering of the
elect wierever these may be.“5 The everyday life of the
beliover is termed "unintentional evangelism” and work
done by virtus of consistorlial appointment is "deliberate
evangelism.® The former may also be called "witnessing" or

“witnusasbaaring.“é Because of this Reformed distinction,
it is said %o be desirable to have two staffs in the Sunday
Schooly one Por ordinary teaching and one for eovangellatic
te&ching.? The heavy cmphasis on the organized local
church as the "mator £1de1iun™® end its authoritative role
in evangelism mey be seen in the following excerpts:

liowever, let us ever remember that the work of evane

gelism in its more purpeseful and organized form 1s
definitoly the prerogative, the privilege, and duty of

hivig,, p. 332
5;2;9.. pp. 1820,
S1v1a., p. 160.
TIv1d,, p, 214
O1v1d., p. 332,

R S
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the instituted or organized church,?

The leadership of the oconsistory in the matters of

avangi%ism should never be byepassed, but over hone

orod, ,

The fundamentel prianciple 1s nere, that evangellam as

an organized effort to gain the unbellieving to Cariat

is the task; not of some soclety or individual, but of

the Church, ind should be sponsored and conducted by

the Church,L

Evangeliasm 1s the work, thorefore, to be done only by
members who receive thelr assignments through consistorial
appointment. It is related to the ordinary life of the ine-
dividual member, but is definitely a separate work for

which special skills aend formal appointment are required.
Motivation

Five points of Calvinistic doctrine are listed as nore
mative for Reformed evangellsm: total depravity, uncondle
tional election, 1lmited atonement, irresistible grace and
perseverance of sainta,lz Prom these five points the
various incentives are derived.

The modus sanetificendi of sin, grace and gratitude 1is

& primary factor in motivation, Open-alr meetings arc to

9Ibid., pe e
1919&9., Pe 204
Ly,
121b1d., pp. lh-2l.



o
be held only out of gratitude to Godgl3 fallure to particis-
pate in evangellsm programs indlcates feeble gratitude for
one's own aalvation;lu and Sunday School lessons sust ale
ways opsrate with the motivated sequence of sin, redemption
and gratitudaols

It is held thet "the greatest of all incentives in the
work of avangellism" is the "glory of our God.“16 Falling
adsquetely to fear and love God, the worker should “plead
with God for the sske of Hls glbry and the honor of Hias
nane™-7 to equlp him with the urge to evangelizs.

The above atatements imply that men ls capable of
rousing himssll to deep gratitude and burning passion for
God's glory., The technique spparently consists of imagine
ing one's self in an unsaved conditlion, bemoaning cne's
eminent fate, suddenly introducing the Gospel into tie pice
ture, and comlng up with a profound feeling of gratitude

for being saved,

The worker's thankfulness for personal salvation and

pesaion for God's glory are implemented by a strong sense
This

of oblization to obey all express divine comasnds.

131bid., p. 308,
1“§3£§°: pe 142s
15118, Po 274
16}5&£§1 po 49
171vid., pe 199
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obedience will not become a "wooden performance of duty”
if one has Yan inner experience of carist, 10

Rigid cbedience brings blessings to the evangelist
and the deslire to receive these blessings 1la also a moti-
vating factor In ovengslism, There is a roward in heaven
for true evangelists, because each person will receive as
mueh glory as he is capable of bearing, end nothing equips
the Christian better for larger glory then does evangelism,
Caristians should also bear in mind that they wlll feel
ashamed and embarrassed in heaven if they have come there
without one soul to thelr credit, Such a feeling of une
wortihilness is hold to blight the bliss of heaven to at.
least somo extﬂnt.lg In this 1ife, too, blessings come &S
@ result of cvangelistic efforts. God ls always with iis
peovle "in unconditioned grace,” but the harder they try to
evangelize, the bebter they appreciate Hls presence, Lvan=
gelism is to be carrisd on for the sake of personal falth

Lmprovement . =0
Approach

The doctrine of the covenant is the basis of Reforumed

181v14,, p. 137 Lo

191p1g., ppe 12=Ts

20payid M, Dawson, More Power In E%%l:ﬁi&ﬁ%&ﬁ.‘Graﬂd
Rapids: Zondervan publighing House, 1947)s Pe Hce
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evangelism, The unbeliever is regarded primarily as a
"groaély gullty covenant breaker” cut off from God's grae
clous agrooement and doomed to sternal destruction. Accep=
tance of forglveness through Christ and acknowledgment of
God's juet ethical demands insures covenantal status and
guarantees subscquent cbservence of divine rules,?l The
evangelist attempts to persuade the prospeoct to make a de=
cision to keep God's rules, Christiaen benevolence should
be performed in order to make an opening for the evangel.zz

This complex of motives could easily induce an atti-
tude of moral superlority and the incentive to good works
might well be sensod by the prospect, If both eventuali-
ties oeccur, the unchurchsed prospect will resent the atti=
ﬁude of moral superiority evidenced by the Christian worker
and identlf'y the church's benevolence witn astute salesmane
anip,

Reformed evangellsm 18 anti-revivalietio-23

Zlaefcrmed Evangelism, PP. 206, 250,

et Il '

227hide, Do 232s
231b8d., ps 22l




CHAFTER III
A FUNDAMENTALIST DEFINITION
Cbjectives

The Hoody Instltute definitlion of evangelism is 4iffi-
cult conclaely teo analyze or to deseribe, The groﬁp is
Pundamentalist end interdenominational; it has no common
confession or ayokosman,l Only on the fundamental facts of
man's sin, forziveness through Christ's redemption, the
powsr of tho Holy Spirit, end the efficacy of prayer l1s
there reascnably uniform opinion, The ¥oody group is
closely related to the'calvinist and Arminian branches of
Curistiasnity, and has nothing mutually unique to these two,
Its overwielming omphasis on prayer is its outstanding
charactaristic,

Co Norman Bertlett, faculty member of the Moody Eible
Institute, mainteins that in order to become Christians =men
"must will to accept the new life God impﬂrtstna Ress, in

his book Stir Up the Gife asserts that "the transi?ion from

blizht to blessing" 1s impossible "seve as we unsparingly

commit ourselves to the lordship of Jesus Christ," Rees

1p1frod Hartin, "Tais Was Founders' Week," Hoody
HMonghly, LI (April, 1950), 532

2¢, Normsn Bartlebtt, "The New Birth," Moody Montaly,
LI (Sepbember, 1951), 1b.
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concludes that the only truly Christisn type of preaching
ig that type wihlch attempts to get from the hearer a "doe
eision For Christ,"> Harold John Ockeonga makes tho follow-
ing assertion:

Ihe Christian wust reelize the spiritual privilege of

having the Holy Spirit in one, This demands our come=

plete surrender, obedience snd trust, for the Holy

Spivit is given to them that obsy Hiw and we are to

grieve not the Splrit of God. Therefore, our complste

surronder is ecssentiael, Such a reallzation will bring

ua power, for afz;er tho Holy Chost is come upon us we

will have power.+

It way bo sald that Hoody evanzelism is ths attompt to
bring men to & conviction of thelr aln and to a swrrendsr
of theuselvos in complete obedloncs to the ethical demands
of Seripturs with the oxpectation of a consequent gift of
the lely Spirit as an inner volce gulding one's 1ll¢ and

t‘
agsuring onc of the forglveness of sins.”
Agents

Literature reopresenting the loody group is unanimous

in cmphasizing the obligatlon of every believer to oevangdle

3paul S, Rees, Stir Up the Gift (Grand Raplds: Zonder-
van Publishing House, s Pa s

Lizerola Joum Cokenga, Qur E‘vmgl&eal Faith (Grend
Repids: Zonderven Publishing House, s Pe DDs

' \ ' LI

Supoolproof Formula for Guidance,” Hood Honthly,
(June, 1951), 7063 R. A. Torrey, %ga}‘g%_gﬁ éﬁ::g:;o;l"he
Moody Prsss, ¢,1900), Ps 1hl; F. G. HeClure, -'ETTgmés.

_AZ.TPI' er (Chicago: The Hoody Pross, ©+1902), PPs -
8D« 8itey Vs 148,
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ize by witness of moral excellence and the spoken Gospel,
This taeory of evangellsm was d¢learly advocated by Dwight
L ﬁoodyaé However, current omphasls lies heavily on the
use of professional evangelists in the tradition of ioody,
Torrey, wWhltelfleld, Sunday and Craham, HEvery number of

the loody lMonthly under the sestion headed "EBvangelism”

lists evangelists currently on tour, extensively reporting
futufe bookings and‘past gsucceasos, The teohnical use of
the term in connection with professional evangelists 1s do-
veloping alongslde tha more genéral uBse.

Gvanzellstic campalgns should be conducted through
established congregationa.T The resident pastor gives reg=
uler pastoral cere and is at special times to bring in pro=
fesslonal evangellists to securs declsions. The success of
the itinerant evangellst deponds largely on the quallty of
prayer and wlbtnessing done by the members of the loocal
church or churches prior to the evangelistic mission.

After the travelling expert has secured declsions for

Carist, the congrogatlion essumos responsibility for edifye

69Hight L. Moody, Sovereign Grace (Chicago: Hoody

Preas, ¢,1861), passim,

7Gck@nga, ope Sltas Po 694
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ing the new converts,
HMotivation

The ioody group's motivation for evangelistic activity
is identical with the Reformed motivation.9 There'is, noww
ever, increasod emphasls on the surrender motif and on the
glft of the Holy Spirit in His speciel mission as "Comforte
er." F, G. McClure states that "the Holy Spirit as the
.giftegiver® 1s "intended only for those wao are ready to
glorify Christ before the world."ld The degree of a
.Christian?s glory at Christ's second coming depends on Low
hard the Caristien has worked for conversions in this life.
A beliover's caelling is so to live that he will be the best
person posaible "to be ready for that day."! This desire

to glorify God is supplemented by gratitude for one's oun

Or, a. Torray, "How to Promots A Revival," Mood
Monthly, LI (Sepbember, 1950), 203 W. A. Criaswell, éges
‘ol kv :Iv_zangelism," ¥oody Monthly, LI (September, 1950), 20;
David D, Allen, "wnat oot of an bvangelist,” Hoody

M va de - o - Bpy elism or Revival or
Monthl s LI (Apl"ilg 1951)3 52""’ 1951 g 7303 nmlly GCpaham

Jotht, ' Moody I!ionthlg LI (July,
AnSWGI"B, -i"lOOdI Hon —’Z’ LI (Februm. 1951)t 37""

c
Ysu P8 De

104cc1ume, one eibe, Po 56.

1l1pia,, pp. 991093 Torrey, How Lo Pray, p. 77.
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salvaticn.la

Approach

As one reads the Moody literature on evangelism, he
1s struek by tie large number of statements on the subject
of the Holy Bpirit and by the relative scarcity of refer
ences to the person and work of Carist, Apparently Christ
ls regarded as prinarily a device for securing the gifts of
he Holy Spirit, It is Crom this emphasls on the gift of
the Holy Spirit thet the preoccupation with prayer arises,
80 that the Hoody approach to evangellsm might well bte dew
seribed in one wopd: prayer. The Holy Spirit csn by
Tirpeslstible?S inteorcessory prayer be induced to work out
the converslon of any unbeliover or group of unbolievers.

The Moody literature abounds with references to

middle~of«-thawnis

S

thin air, but subsequontly traceable to unremitting prayer

sat conversions, apparently coming through

offered by concernsd Christiens, 4t tae Moody Insti-
tutels Founders' Week Conference in 1951, the leaders |
prayed "from esrly evening"'into the early morning hours

and somo "even until deylight.” Tals "deep spirit of

1200Kenza, op. cltey Pe 523 Torrey, ﬂ°“*22n£§213 Po
ho; Hethan J% ét‘é‘faaa,""l’éawem . Your Guestlons," Xoody
Monthly, LI (May, 1951), ps 004

13T0:’x*ay, Hou To Pray, Pe 31,

lthid., pps 275 49s
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prayor" wes rogarded as one of the most significant phases
of tho confurance.15 The full extent of this concern with
the power of prayer in svangelism cannot be described; only
a personal rsading of the pertinent literature will show
the extreme preocccupation with this one phase of the
Christlan life, :
The Sacrament o¢f Baptism is an outward sign only.16
No mention 1s made of the Lord's Supper, Only the spoken
or written lospel, intercessory prayer and a moral life can
aciileve success in evangellsm,

The Hoody approach to evangelism embraces these five
pointss

1. Live & 1ife free from moral taint which might repel
prespects,l? 3

2, Freo yourself from 8in (1. 6., surrender complete=

1y) in order to possess the power of the Holy Spirit in

your conversion efforta.la

3. Plek a community, & group, or an individual and

lgﬂartin, loc. cit, ‘
16ycciure, op. cilis, Pe 64 Nathan J, Stons, ‘Ssivas

tilon and Bap'i:iam:'g' Hoody Honthly, LI (September, 1950}, 323
Bartlett, loc, cit. .

17Torray, riow To Tray, Pe T7e

4 + 583 Dorothy
1811;1@.., pe 39 a3 Hellure, %;!,‘ E&‘Eﬁoéof Maogi‘

C. Haskin—A Fracticsl Frimer on Frayer (
Pross, 0,19517, Dbs 56s 11 Led OCKONSE
Reea, op, oltes; D» 153.
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15
pray conatantly for their conversiony that is, for convice
tion of sin and surronder to Carist's ethlcal demands,.t?
Iy When the opportunity presents itself, speak the
Gospal,
5. Intenslify this ninlstry of prayer when an evangele
istic campalgn 1s coming to your community, Unite with

other Christians to incroase the power of your prayer.ao

1%c0lure, op. olt 3 I ' 1
20 » CLlley Pa 33, .Iaskin, OPs cite, Ps G1s
Torrey, low ‘i‘u"iff'% pp.'llluaég "princeton's Fifteen
Days," Moody Wontuly, LI (Januery, 1951), 320.

20ye01ure, 9ps olt., Ps 4T3 Torrey, "How to Fromote A
Revivel," passim,




CHAPTER IV
AN ARMINIAN DEPINITION
Cbjectives

The Methodist Church Doard of Bvangelism uses the
magazine gShepherds as its official channel for statements
on evangellsm., Artlcles appearing in this periodical s!_;ate
that decision and commitmont are the aims of evangellstic
offorts, Aarcn N, Meckel holds that the preacher's task is
to "ingpire and provoke men to decision."* G. Ray Jordan,
professor of preaching at Emory University, outlines the
evangslistic process ag conviction {of ethical wrongdoing),
repentance and conversion (decision to follow a new way of
living), The new 1ife is an "expression of gratitude for
deliverance from sin," and is the result of "an lmpelling
spiritual experlence” when a man "eagerly and gratefully
responds to His divine appeal¢"2 Eishop Williem C. Hartin,
writing to promote the National Week of Lay Evengelism,

glves the following analyses of goals:

Literally thousands of people have been reecheg d\;?ing
the campaizn with an appeal to take Christ (31 :i.glon:'
1ife who did not quite come to the cruclal ce .

IAaron W, Meckel, "The Spiritual Basiafof Bvangelistic
Preaching,” Shepherds, IV (July, 1950), 25 £.

' u
2, Ray Jordan, "iffectlive fvangelistic Preachlng,
Shepherds, VI (March, 1952), 17=19
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If thoy ere neglected now they wigl drift back in the
old ways of indifference and gin, i

Conclse statements of thls decision evangelism are given by
Dawson C, Eryen, outstanding Methodlst pastor and evengsl-
ist, who mainteins that "the ﬁltimate purpose 1ls to securs
a comultment to enter the Christian way or to renew loyalty
to the church.“& A similer definition 1s the following:
"avangelisn is the process of winning commitment to the
Lord Jesus Carist., It is the inviting, the exhorting, the
pressing, for & verdict,"?

Thls hoavy omphasis on the acceptance of ethical stan=-
dards has as its ultimate goal the realization of tiae king-
dom of Uod on earthj that is, of an ideal Curistien soclee
ty.6 The Chwrch may reallze thls goal by regenerating ine
dividuals who will create a "soclal order" and "an environe-

’ ) "
ment worthy of the followors of the way. 7

3W1l11iam C, Hartin, "Laymen Make Discovery,” Shop=
herds, VI (Febtruary, 1952), Te

4Dawson ¢, Br A W%Edbook of Bvangelism for Laymen
yan — — -
(Rashvilies abingdon-édﬁbs ury rross, e.IéEB). Pe 204
. n
E;Lcwsll Frested Hazzard, "How Christians Are MHade,

Shepherds, 711 {April, 1949)s 9

ot a5

Wayne A, Lam, "4 Program
ayn 9&9)' 9-

Srryan, op. clts, Pe 26 Lo
of ﬁvmggli‘amﬁ Smg.uérda, III iSepte-’ﬂbW: &

Tiryan, op. cltes Pe 22
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hgents

Methodlst evangellsm ls to be conducted tharough organ=
1zed congrogations, Hvangolistic mlssions are endorsed and
seem to be a major device for securing declsions,

Kost authors engourage personal evangelism by svery
member but there is not a consistent development of this
participation by all members, For example, Eryan definite=
ly sets wp a division of labor which distingulshes between
Christlans £it to evangelize and the rank and file quall=
fied only for supporting work ss chauffeurs, clerks and
cooks, In other words, all the members are agents, but
only the spocially endowed Curistiens actually secure dom
cisions under normal circumstsnces, The pastor 18 tne exX=

8

pert in securing decisions,

The c¢lose slalleritles to the Calvinlst and Fundemene

9
talist approaches to this problem ere apparent.

Hotivation

Little atbention is given to the problem of motiva=

tion, Apparently, motivation is assumed, Gratitude 1s a

8pawsan ¢, ryan, A Horksble Plen o€ X eliz i iy
ville: Abinzdon-Cokosbury Fre8s, Ce ’ a R aEAg e T
By Giffen, "The Answer to 'Why Evangelism?!,” Shephercs,

(February, 1952), 10.
98\121"9. b, 11,




19
component factor, In addition te the duty and the desire to
establisn God's ldeal soclety among men.lo The following
statoment ls Indlcative of thils soclaleorder type motiva=
tion:
We are now living in a sombor and dlscouraged world,
To many of us the ocutatanding responsibility of the
Christlian Church is to help create the kind of world
worth llving in, to help bring forth justlice, merey,

rignteousness, and peacs on earthn The goal of all
. Christians is the Kingdom of God,

Approach

The Hethodist evangolistic approach invelves a sligat -
ghange {rom Calvinist and Fundamentalist theories of ap=-
pl:'om:'mlé2 Tae assumption is made that most unbellevers arse
avare of God's ethlcal demands and therefore need only a
little encouragement to "do the right thing,® Simple di=
rective guestioning is usually sufficient to bring about
the desired decision to attend church, follow Christian
ethics and for: devotional nabits,13

Therse 18 in all the lilterature mininal concern with

the historical redemptive activity of Christ, At times one

10z andbook of Evangelism for Laymen, Pp. 9=
yen, 4 Handboo ; 'ET PR y=
12§ and 4 Workable Plan of ivangelism, PPs

llBI‘yan, A Handbook of Avengeliss for Layaen, Po- 21 £,

laSuEra 8, 13.
13pryen, A Handbook of gvangelism for Layuen, PP

27=

55
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gains the ilmproession that authors are deliberately avolding
the central issue of sin and grace, Almoat every article,
even when settiang ocut to digcusa radical theories of evane
gellsm, soon concerns itself with technlques of promotion,
organization and publicity.m :

The doctrine of evanggeliatio prayer, like the Hoody
approach,li; involvea "praying through," "full surrender,”

and the "witness of the Spirit."16

1“-0. A. Dowers, "The Early Church Had An Effective
Frogras of hvengelism," Shepherds, IV (May, 1950), 23 R, Be
Schwitzgebel, "Loesl Churches Can Reach Jews for Christ,
Shepherds, VI (Mareh, 1952), 3l.

t—'
1"1811’?1"5 139

ogvepott Stsats, "How Te Conduct A Successful Frayer
Cirele In the Home," Shepherds, VI (February, 1952), 27}
"The Ministeris Spiri’EuaE Troperation for Hvangellam,
Shepherds, VI (February, 1952), 1l.



CHAPTER V
A LUTHERAY DEFINITION UNDER HORSLUTHERAN INPLULHECE
Objectives

The evangelistic definitions given in this chapter dew
finii;el:,r indicate that evengellsm is the preacaing of the
Gospel primarily to unbelievers.® While it 1s true that
more attention is given to using the Gospsl toward sincere
church members than is given by the Reformed, Fundamentale
18t and Arminian samples,z much more space is devoted to
the problems iavolved in outreach to nominal church members
and to the unchurched, Knoek is particularly vehiement in
- denouncing cold formalism in established ohm'ches.s

Assinmiiation into church 1life and continued care of

new manbars is e%;npims‘izad;h

L4ili4en 8, Avery and Royal 5, Lesher, You Shall Be My
Witnesses (Philadelphla: The Huhlenberg FPress, ThOls DPe

I3‘223 %, W, Raock, Fergonal Evangelisu (Minneapolis: The
Lutheran Rible Ins%iﬁu’ﬁe Pook & %m:-e,. 1o41)y PPs 35 733 Amos

John Traver, larvesters (Failedelphia:s The liuhlenberg
Fress, C.lﬁ’éﬁml August W, Prustat,

partnershi
Wilth God (Wew York: Hynst Keufman, Inca.,. 0:19’%%’ Dy Fﬁs
mi?a‘"ﬁm(z;;a: ime Approach to the Unchurched (St, Louis:
Concerdia publishing Housey LG431s Pe le

SEnocik, op. cits, ps 33 Brustat, om. odtes Be Th3
Avery and Lesher, op. &ibes Pe 15e

Jgnock; ope oibes DPe 329

l‘Aver L o8l ¢ltes PPe
y and Loesher; QOpe ") :
8it., pp, 15, 613 Traver, Op. Sites FPe

13-22; Brustat, op.
10-20,
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Avery and Lesher have definite overtones of the doocle
slon theology usuglly btypleal of the ?ioody group.-s #nock
speaks extensively of the need to "yield curselves come
plet;el},r“g’ to the will of (od and of being "willingly obe=

dient"” to divine iz:szer‘atives,'r
Agents

All the sample literature provides for participation
by the laity, This is due partly to the fact that lay via
8itation 1s the burden of each of the books, but the frame-
work in every instance implies total congregational partie
elpation even if this is not explicltly stated.e

There iz little apparent success in mainfalning that
all of & men's 1ife can and sl«.ouid ba evangelism, but at

least the way is opened for all to be evangslists st some

time of tho weel,
Hotivation

It ig in the attempt to sbtate motivatlon for evangelism

that Reformed smd Fundementalist tendencies are nost appa=

Sgugra 10; Avery and Lesher, op, cib., Ps 18.

6&!’.\00}{, DD e _?_%E_rj- P -52‘"’

TIvid., pe 37

Avery and Lesher, ops cilsy P» 163 Brustabt, op. cit.;

P« 69,
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rent. Love to Christ 18 one of the motivations, but this
motivation 1s mnever clearly deseribed as the result of
God's gracious actlvity through the medium of theé Gospel
and is therelfors subjeect %o easy Reformed and Fundamentale
ist im:ss.v:';.a»reta'i:.im‘h.9

It is seld thet one's evangelistic zeal 1s a direct
measureunsnt of his gratitude for his salvation.m Ipustat
ané Langs hold that the desire to create a better place in
vhich to live is & fit motivution.ll Knook and Traver Coumw
bine to appeal to a sense of shame in the lagging evangel=
181:.12 Obedience to the will of God 1s a motivation and
the statement of thls motivabtlon is unsupported by a view
@8 to how this desire to obey grows in a Christlan's
haart.,13 .

Erustat comes directly into the Reformed school when
he lists Mabthew 28:18-20, Mark 16315 and Aots 1:8 as key

passazes and procesds to a legalistic exegesis. of the en=

i P < ‘
tire group.lit Irustat also belleves that the Christlanis

(}TX'&VGPi DD cltvs PPe m’ 26' Enock, LoB. ,9_1_?_!’ Do 27

IC‘Tvavev, ODe Cibes Po 5; Lange, Qpe GlEey Po Ga

11‘&?113%,&1;, Ope Citesy Do 683 Langey SRe gite, Ps 3e
@lCuy Pe 70

12%nock, op. olibe, Pe 93 TPAVOT, 2R
2_1_!5_03 Ps 5 f.

131'51100113, on. gites Pe 23; Traver; 2P«

mwuatat, REFA _m;, Ps 61 L
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obedlencs toc CGodis eihloal commands is a condltlon attached
to 81l God's promlses. > The pather obvious implieation
that men should fuliill the condltion in order teo persuads
God to gilve iHis greclous gifts is highly reminiscent of
Calvinistic thecorles ¢on the subjact..]'&

Thore iz general agreement that Christians should
carry on soulewinning efforts in order to betiter their own
eplritual 1ife,*7

The motivation of desire for rewsrds is emphasized
less than by Heformed and Fundementaliast aubthers. Lenge,
however, holds out the promise of greater glory in heaven

as well as joy end satisfaction on aerth 18

Approagh

The only apecific method of evangellsm considered in

the mample literature is the method of lay visitation, For

this resson the advocated approach cennot be ascurately de=.

termined, Within this linited criterion, however, one noves

} * Christ as
the consistent euphasis on conversion to Jesus ‘

Savier through viecaricus podemption; moral uplift and church

151‘2&1&,, Pe T34
1{’Sunz-a y
‘ ! her; 0pR.
' 17 s op. elb.s PP . 81w735 Avery md Leq ’
ik, p:hﬂigt??; ?&OGE;“&E; _Oj-j}_e-.‘ v, 123 Lange, OGP« glEes

b L
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membersnip are never squated with conversion., Tha local

chwreh is always lantegral in evangelistic acbiviby.19

¥nock's theory of prayer's pio.co in evangelism is al=-
20

21

most identical with the views held by the Hoody group,

He has conslderabls support in thils respect from Iraver,

19'1‘?9.’&‘61‘, -ggo‘ 'E'j_-_tip" pi 190
?-Ozmcek, ope cila, TP, 33«6, U492 £.
215.’1*&1:01’*, Ops« Sitey PPe =T




CHAPTER VI
A LUDMERAN DEFISITION UNDER LUTHERAN INFLUENCE
Cbjectives

dvanzelism literature emenabing from the Rational Luw
theran Councill Commission on Evangelism represents an at«
tempt to ovolve a definition of evangelism based on confes-
sicnal Lutheran principles, Traces of the evangellism advoe
cated by earller authors ramain.l The following officlal
definition indicates this trend toward desper theologlcal
orientationt

dvanmellasm is winning men for Jesus Christ, It is

brinzing people to & consclousness of thelr sins, and

to an acceptance of Jesus Christ as thelr Lord and Saw

vior; inatructing them, and sending them Lforth to bear

witness to thelyr falth, especlally among the indiffer-
ent, the unchurched, and the unsaved,

The swmme trend is aprerent when the Commlssion states ghat
"it is & program with one aim = to bring people into a 1live

ing relationship with Carist as Lord and Savior that they

in turn may be witnesses of iHils love and El'ﬂced"B

Tho subdued implication that sincere members of the

lsupra chaptor V,

v ) God
2lath Commission on hvangelisn AP'EPW;&_ Unto
(Chicaf;%‘fl“ﬁaatﬁermomuion on Gvangel e, T ts )7 TOIEE

word,

3Ibides Pe Fe
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congrogation are objects of evangolism ia not carried out
in subsequent directives of the Commission, Inactive memw
bers of the chwrch and "those with some, 1ittle or no
church background" are the primary objects of evangelistic
worlc.‘ii'

fivanzelism is to be an ongolng process and is cone
sldeved the basle work of the Church,” The decision theo=
logy typical of the Hoody and Arminian samples is miniual,®

The literature emphesizes assimilation into the
fellowship of the congregation and stimulatlon to active
sorvico, Waile it 18 trus that every program of evangelism
described in thls paper recognizes the need for assimilaw

tien, this 1s the Cirst literature to weave this theory in-

to the very febric of ita programs’
Agents

Recognition of a Caristian's witness in nis dally
ocoupation is implied by the fact that organized evangelism

is assigned a secondary role in the evangelistic process,

l;‘Ibid-’ P‘. 12.
51&:1{2., passiu,

{’S\mra 10, 17.

Tt Commlssion on Bvengelism, Ihab Thg* Hay Heer
His Vfoilzzn E(’chzilcagtig\’xthwan Comaisslion on tvange ism, Nede Jg

Pe U7 Cerl C, Rasmussen, Integratin (Chicago: Lutheran Coue
migssion on fvangelism, NeGels Eassig.

-~
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Lay visitation, for example, is said to capitalize on the
inevitabls dally witness of all Christians but remains only

& secondary riavice.a

Desplbe those assortlons, however,
the organlized devices for evangelism dominate in the specis
fiec plans that are given and the Caristian's everyday wit-
ness rewcodea,. PFlans for the commisslonlng of lsy visitors
Mlustrate this falluve to follow orizinal definitions when
they provide for an ellte corps of visitors to discharge .
the duties of the entire membarahip.g

The heavy emphasls on the local congregation as the

center of evangellstle mctivity is unique among thoe samples

glven in this paper,+t?
Hotlvation

Literature published by ths Lutheran Commission on

Bvangoelism allows only one baslc motive for evangolisms

We must be clear on our mobtives, It is not merely the
the world that motivates

ginful and lost condition of

us. It 1s "becouse the love of God has been shed
sbreed on our hearts through the Holy Ghoat which was
given u%i;o ug," In other words, the motive comes from

above,t

0

“Apvroved Unte Cod, Ps i

Q;_m., op. 12«21; Royal 5, Lesher, Qrganized Svaniole
lsm in tiae Congregation (Chlcagoe: Lutheraen Counlsaion on
Ivangellsm, m.d.), peesimy Thet Ihey Hay fear His Voica,

b~ B

PP é‘l‘s".SC
L0nrra 29,
1yngt They May Hear fis Volce, Ps 12

b ]
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This motive which "comes from above” is coupled with the
Christian'e recognition of the fact thet unbellevers have
a clala on hls soulewinning efforts beccuse "they, too,
ere redeonsd by the blood of Christ,"1? This statoment of
theocoentric motivatlon has no perallel in other types of

svangelistlc theory,
Approach

It 1s in the aroam of approach that the Lutheran Come
mission on IDvangelism most clearly shows bthe tread toward
an ovangolistie theory based on Lutheran confedsional theo-
1033.13

leral superlority is no authority for evangelistic ate
tempts, il The approach should be characterized by love and
humility, since the graclously bestowed "love of Cod" is
all that justifies evangelistic efforts,l®

The emphasis on the means of grace 1s unique among the
samples considered in this paper, The spoken Word and the
Sacraments ere necessary for congregational meabers before

and while they attempt to effect the conversion of unbel;av-

12pnuroved Unto God, Pe 104

13§ygra 26,

Approved Unto God, Pe 10
158u2ra 28,
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ara.16 Significant in this connection is the publication
of a pamphlet authored by G, Lverett Arden, entitled "Lu-
theran Worship," ! No other group considers the usual
satting for the use of the means of grace to be of such
laportance,

Also 1In the statements about prayer thls attention to
the verbal and aigned Word is apparent, Prayer 1s essene
tlal but praysr does not ask an unmediated gift of the
Spirit; rather, it aska God to bless the kord about Cnrist
as tha evangellist speaks 1t.18 This theory is clearly dlse
tinet from Fundamentallst theory on the same subject.19

Adult instruction (or mnmberahipj class is the accepte
ed Lutheran way of preparing for membership and integra=-

tienoaa Lay visitation attempts to secure decisions to

attend this course of instruotion.zl

One pampalet promotes preaching missions featuring the

use of travelling evangelists, A number of sugch evangele

18ts are employed by the Evangellcal Lutheran Church, Eow

léﬁvprovad Unto God; Do 8 r,

i7c, sverstt Arden, Lutheran E2£g§$§ (Chicago: Luthere
an Comulssion on Avangellism, n.d.), passim.

18Approved Unto Gods, ppe. 16=20,

198unra i,
EGAgnPoved Unto God, Pe 3le
lyy14,, pp. 16=21 Thet They Haey Hear His

Voice 2 PPe
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grost thles eophasis will become is & matter of conjec-
ture.ag The American Lutheran Confurence expressly pro-
vides for the continuation of this approaeh in lte Unitsd

Testimony on Falth and Life, adopted on Pebruary 13,

1952,23

Tho litswealure avallable from the Lutheren Commission
on ivancellisa 18 not exbtensive enough to for: an adeguate
erlitorlon for ovaluation, The entlre program under the Gle
rection of thls commlttes 18 in a Tormative stage. Only
further activity and sdditionsl publications can provlde.
adeguate crlteria for mcasurement, It is apparent, how=
ever, that the Luthersn Comuission on Evengellsm liss not as
yet succoodod in radlcally restudylng the theory and prace

tice of avancslism,

Q2% G, Reineritson, Preaching Bvanzelism ?odai {(Cilca=
go¢ Lutheran Commission on EFangeﬁism, n.E.I..zsag__-

239514 united Testimony on Faith snd Life,” Concordia
Theolozleal Monthly, AXLII (May, 1952), 369

e ——



"CHAPTER VII
CONCLUSIONS °

The theorles of evangelism described in this study
latk sdeguate developuwent of three particulars, They feil
adsguetely to develop the doctrine of the Word, the doce
trine of the Church, and the doctrine of Faith,

Mvery sasple indicatss the preeminence of Jesus' hilse
Corleal redenptive activity, It la therefore obvious that
e penetreting study of how the measage of thls sctivity ef-

secta conversion to Chrlstian falth is essential to any

L}

theory of eovengellsm, Yet one looks in valn for such anale
vsia in those schools of thought, .

Tho second failing, neglect of the doctrins of the
Christian Church, ties in closely with the first falling,
Thers 1s no definitlon of the place of the fellowshblip of
believers in Christ insofer as they meke a coumon lmpact on
unbeliovers,

Pallurs ndeguatoly to study tie dectrine of Chgistian
Faltlh aceounss for the lack of & cloar definltion of the

conadition be wnieh converts must be brought., If Christ and

His redesption are the foecal point of evengellar, Whab o
lationghlp to Corist is ideal for tie converts? It iz ine
sufficiont to have only goneral alms aboub eringing tiie une

boliever to Christian faith Lf tals 1ife of falth is not
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proclsely determined,

In summary, onse may say that there 18 @ common falle
ure clearly to state the process by which the evanzellst's
weapon 1is to effect conversion, a fallure to state the role
of tie soclety of Cnristian bellevers in effecting conver-
sion, and a failure clearly to state the ultimate objece
tives waloh are to be achieved in the new convarts,

It 1s therefore apparent that the formulation of an
elffsctive prograu of Christlan evangellsm wust begln with
& scrious evaluation of the doctrine of the Word of God,
continue to the dectrine of the Church as the body of
Christ and the means of His work among men, and finally a
dosp reorientation to the meaning of Christian falth, Rade
ical restudy of and radical answers to these three ques=
tions undoubtoedly will alter the respective statemonts on
objectives, agents, motivation and approson.

There are hopeful signs on the horligon, notably the
current attempt by the Lutheran Commission on Evangslism to
achieve deeper theological orientation.l There are two

books recontly publisned within the Lutheran Church that

are also hopeful signs, COscar Carlson!s book, Tae Church's

Slngﬁlar Tagk, is a radical restudy of the problem of

1Sugre 26,
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evangelisn with emphasis on the use of the wOrd.a Richard
e Caemmerer's hooks The Church in the World, is a sericus
evaluation of the place of the Church as the fellowship of
believars in eoffecting conversion, It also presents the
ultimato objectives to be achleved in all converts and in
all church arzemhez"s.:” These two works have as yoi recelved
no of'ficial recognitiony and until such recognitlon is
glven them, they cannot be considered as anytaing mors than
minority opinions within the Lutheran churches,

One signiflcunt pamwphlet which has officisl status is
currently beins issued by the lissouri Synod's Department
of Stowardship, Missionery Education, end Fromotion, Kite

nss8 Whers You Are successfully avoids most of the Reformed

and Fundamentalist emphases and may wWell prosage tho coming

"

of & now type of Lutheran evangellsm,

20gcar W, Carlson, The Church's Singular Tagk (Philae
delyphiia: The NMuhlenberg rress, » p_assﬁ.
. The Church in the World (St.

2
“fAicherd R. Caommerer, ine
Louis: Concordia Publisalng nouse, 15597'— p8gs_"e

Yyitness Where You Are (Issued by the Lutheran Chureh-
Mlssours uﬂ,‘mvﬁ. Tepurbment of Stewardship, Misslonary Edus

cation, and Promotion, Nedels
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