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Gleichnisse sind nicht darum gesagt, desz alle Stueck darum zu
halten seyu...9

This latter principles of Iuther is correct even on the Parable of
the Four Soils., The explanztion by Jesus, if it was spoken at the time
of the telling of the parable, is not truly an allegorization, as there

is indeed only one tertium comparationis znd a2ll details are presented

solely to enforce that one. Even Dibelius, though it seems to this

writer that his choice of tertium comparationis (consolation in spite

of failure) is incorrect, contends that this is not allegory since !those
outside! were expected to get the point of the parable, and were Jjudged
for not doing so, while the interpretation went only to the diseiples;
therefore the scientific historian has the right to examine without

the interpretetion provided by Merk,1C

Beceuse of the emphasis on the one point in the Parable of the
Four Soils (necessarily amplified because of the 'four!) it is evident
that this is 2 '"pure' parable, weekened in allegorization neither by
Jesus nor the Evangelist,

A most vexing question presented by the form of parables is this:
are the parables truly, as we assumed above, capable of concealing the
truthf It has been our assumption, yet some defense may be expected,
as that assumption has not gone unchallenged. The defense comes on the
ground that the term 'parable' is a good deal broader than the one into

which many interpreters straitjacket their examples.

91uther, op cit., p. 80.

10yartin Dibvelius, The Message of Jesus Christ (New York: Charles
Scribner's Soms, 1939), p. 148,
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The Greek word nopaﬂo,}z,’ is a NWew Testament counterpart to the
014 Testament )I y_rififb 3 & term that refers to utterances varying from
proverb to prophecy to pem, from wisdom to enigma to similitude a&nd
allegory. Though this elastic term has been applied specifically by
the Synoptics to twenty different utterances, the actual number of
Few Testament parables runs up to nearly 53, Juelicher's figure. There
is, of course, great{ variation within these, but we dare not exclude
from that variation ths meaning of ; ,{P’/‘Q illustrated in Psalm 78:2:

%] will open my mouth in & parable ‘}é_rb'l_:} d , I will utter riddles
ﬂ "('T(‘ "s‘T from of 0ld.® The New Testa'ment gives this attention
in connection with Christ in Matthew 13:35.

Egelkiel 17:2 again equates the two terms: %0 mortal man, put a
riddle and propound an allegory to the house of Israsl"; in Proverbs
1:6 }#‘:Q is set into a series which enforces the same toints: "That
they mey undersiand proverb and parable, the words of the wise and their
epigraus." So the 0ld Testament, and, throvgh the IXX, the New Testa-
ment, conceived of this word as capable of expressing & riddle, something
hidden.

Juelicher said, "A parable is of the nature of a riddle spoken so
that it mey not be too easily understood; it is intended to hinder con-
version."l Thus the root-meaning of ?_ué"% . "to be like" is intensi-
fiedlinto an oracular likeness; "with that background of 0ld Testament

exemple it is possible to maintain that Jesus intended in His parables

114401ph Juelicher on "Parables," Encyclopedia Biblica, edited by
T, X. Cheyne end J. Sutherland Black (London: Adam and Charles Black,
1902), I11, 3563.



