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21. 

paell81:la aaaaita9 "(AuguaU· e) 'beaauae of the atHtude of the people 8DC1 
. d 

the p1aa, ot Goel £or auah. Onl.1' 'b7 :rel.D.tinc the , "'" t!m.a to Iha 1!!1-
aoekoncmie an ve able to eliminate su'b,3eot1nt1ea. 

Jfote the s1m1la.r1tiea bet.ween. tha a1tuat1oaa of laa.1ah and Chriata 

the1 wore alreacl7 at stages of 1n:rael19 hictor;r where the ~•nt of' 

God hod aome to the fore and where that Jud.pent took the form ot a 

planned concealment _of NTalation itself', "baGl!,Use of hardening, to 

harclen. • l1e1H12 sqs that the question is· s1m_p~ aa to the DiTiu .1Uc1c­

mant whiah produces obdur&07, nec;ees:ltating the diatinat!on btltween 

clisc1ples encl I thoae outside• on• whiah the main theala of this pa.per la 

baaed. 

In thio ll~t the reDClerillC of' Jere111taa13 and. otber11 .will a4c1. aolor-
• . It Q: 

Ing as a ~nal attempt to evada the telia e,YA; aaoording ,o ·u U\8 ,...,., 

· tt \ 04 
1a recluoad to the 1cl1omat1a. fo1'!1J11la1 , 'I'll 7l""'°"' 7'/f • That meaaa, "ill 

order that might be tultllled the pro}ilaq of Iaalah.• nner �i�n�t�e�:�r�p�n�t % � 

1 t that VB¥ 1n his atn4.v of the rolation of' Nark 4 to laaiah 61 

UDr verde fre111ch clamit maht pmaillt, Gott babe eiDe 'l'hataao!Mt 
e:lntnten laa•n oder pr lfensoben All ao 11114 ao Banclella uaua­
we1chl1ch cm&atriaben in der Abaiaht, damit die Verheiar.ungen 
ertueUt wael'llell; cUe :rormel lat weU daTon. entf'en.t, ehaa Patal­
iatiscbao auasn.uln.ocJmn. AJ:d .,ene J'ormal 1st uebr1pna auah 
a1arki~4a 12 a :nclua:lere111 • ea Dlm!II Sluum allaa in ParalielD •• 
damlt "aie aehen um doah Dioht e:rJmnnen., uaw. filer: •claud t 
eriwtllt vel'4e 4ar .t.uaap:,ush (Jar. 61 1 ale nr4en. aellen "Did cloah 
nichtl' uaw.) ••• Die allcamelm-trnmo.aclichkaU, eolohe Para.beln m 
Taratehe11, Jrann. I••• D!aht behapteD volla (c1a van ea frelliab 
seltaam pvesen,· 1n Pen.beln m sp~chan}·; wer aber die so ansabau-
11aben ~ara'beln ~aht �n�r % �l�l�i�D�c�l�,� TOD 4a galt; �u % � Propba'8zl Worts 

. 12J3el'm181'Cl �W�e�i�a % �,� Biblla&l 91010g .!! .9i, Ju 'leat.,,11,t, �t�r�a�n % �l�a�t�e�4� 
'b7 James Dapicl am David Jilaton alin1"1rg: !. & ,. CJ.ark, 11.d.). p. 13:,. . . 

13JOMb1• Jern1aai pie G1aiabnh9 l.U! (Zlll'io1u IV1Dd1.•T•rlec, 
19'1-?). . . 



•er alehl 'IUlll ftl'Blehl Dlahll umt,.u■• •• aolahe Heuohea p'ba 
W1111rd.e, W&I' eben TOl'D11C9ugl. • • 

tie quotaUoa llluat:rala■ Iba 4&naer ot naH:nc ICazok 4112 aaaorcllJJc 

to that fonmla; lhe element of' true parpoae CIIID lie lo■I, abaorbod bJ' 

the -n~"I"' ij. 
"' Aa an appell4b: lo aomplele tba· acacnm.t of tu T&rloua coloriDca of 

our atuq on. final. r, .. , there are appan4e4 hen the ezpel't 81111111&r1ea 

ot \':lndlaah and Stauffer. 

• 

a) tl:lnd.iaalu 

Ea geboarl su den :lntereaaanten Te.r:laDaa, clia c11e s,aopt:lbJ' 
in der Perikope vom Zlfeak:· der Gle:lolmlancla ••• aufwalsan, daH 
diasen ADlellmlg an Jes. 6 erfol.pn4a Beaobnl'bug dee Tel'■toak­
ungepro■eaaea lD Ito '1ml Le mlt Y ~-. , lD 111: clacecan mil ,.,, •ilt&'e­
fuehl'I w1rd. ••• 118Gh Ho (ulld. Lo) Je aua 111 I aelnen Olelalm1a8811 
die Teratooklmg wil'ken. will, vaa111'8114 uoh Jet cl.le lktnUa el'fql&te 
Teratoalamg 4er Orwd lat, weahalb er die 7o:rm cler Olelobm.e-
rede vaehlt ••• Penot bat h1ngewleaen, ••• 4aaa lD tar apaeienn 
K:oine fw. kauaale Becleulug erhaelt, alaa mlt ,,,,. maammen:f'aellt ••• 
(p. 203). 

Da nr Xolne auah claa ft gehoeJ"I, wlrd. ma11 bel elwai&en aahwtu­
lpn l'r.t-stellen in cler tat wohl. fn&en muesaen, ob elwa auah 
da die lam.sale Jecleutubc vorllegt ••• (204) (!'hen follow■ a ln­
veatlption of alleged. 1 aauaal1 na41q■ 1n llomu■ 5120, Jtamaa■ 
611., JiawlaUon 14113, 16:15, 22:14. 1111141■ah ·ttn4e one oDJ7 lD 
llevelatS.011. 22114, 8114 8'98IL that, vlth 11Al'Y,~rtJmq be aonall'llec1 
aonaeautS:n]1'.) 

Wie alehl ea mit cler Ha-Stelle, TOD cler vlr auagt.npaf Da aobma 
:la LU 4ar m'bnlaaha '!ezt TOD Jea. 6 abp■ahwaeahl eraohelnt 
(i'edatell'UJIC lier peoheh.eun Ver__.bllc ■ta:tl Autlnpa a 
4en Prophetell) •1 ea 111lVBhl'aallelnllah 1) 4aas Ko 1Ul4 Ill h1er 
elno:acle'I' !flclerapnahen ao111en, daas d.er elne die Oe!utlmlla1'1mc, 
cler amen, 41• Terdeu,11ommg d.er Labre Im Auge :ba11en aollle. 
Sia wehen veUer 2) aut die saema1111aparabel, die 111t 4er Te:r­
atoatunpabalah, 1Dm11'UUcl,1ah ael, da bin SUlll&DIL waauallen 
koeue, cla■s ~aht alle Sll&t autgelle, aD41lah 3) noah aut Ko . 

l.4oeorp Benecllot VtDer, ~rer,11Jc 4ea Jnl•■laenllloha SDl'U1L-
l4l011■, ? Auf,J.ap, etite4 'b7 Gottlieb LuPMDD, 186?. -. 
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4: 33f'., vo die Hee dar Oebelmhalwng glatahtalla abple!m' 
aelt. Dlaae .Argamente neon, 4'UIIJn mloh, a11e m.aht ac,Jarer. 
Dla a'bachwaeabeDd.e Ue'berNtang cler LU 1) bl'll1lal:l.1i• Jmimm 
11!-llahen Sohrlflatellar n h1Bcle:m, aa:f 41a auupre Iclea 
des Urtaztea SIU.'WlckSUCN1fen. In dar 1f1eclerpbe in Joh. 12140 
wird aogar Gott dlreld swa Urbeber der Teraloatang gemaahl. 
Ea 1at also auch kein Beclenbn, claas JU claa zua, aaura a­
gevandet haben aollte ala 110. 

2) ... Jens ... iat ein Seemann, dar Zlfe1arle1 Samon !lat, o!Da, 
dar aufgema kaml, uD4 eillen, cler niaht aut"phan kaml. Di• 
Sahlu■1bemerkung Ka 4:33:r 3) lat nur BU einmn '911 (T. 33) 
ala Bavola gepn die Oeheimhallunga\llaorle ••• (llL \ha ll&ht of 
nat\bav ?:6) •cebt claa loalbare ,fa m.oh, c1en Bunden "IUa4 Sahwein­
enl • Dami ~ c1er ange!laeDcte l',t.c-sats mu' final gaeint 
aaln. (20?-8) · . 

Cf b) · Sautter, on,~.: 

Die finale Bacleutung lat n.ioht 1111119r atZ'SJIB faatsehalten ••• 
Die Hauptatallen, dle man prn tuer Jmnaelmt:1.Tllaben, oder 
tauaalen Oebrauah Ton Cw• anfuahrt'&~Mu~ 4: l-l.f nrlleren 
durah cllaae erwlohen4e Intarpreta\lon Uir r;;/-,Jit.).o'"I , aber 
oban darum 1hre n,c.~ , Sle enthwlllen lhren let1'8n thaol.o­
glaahen Ernst arat dann, wenn a1e .fi!!!:1 T1ra'81lden verden Im 
strange ten Si.Jm9. (p. 324) 

DS.ace Haaufang hat ihren Gl'llD4 ••• in clem teleologtachen Varaaad-
llls cler ~age aottea un4 cler BeatlJDIIIIIDg de1 lleuahen, claa 111 ft 
nr Da.rohaatnng getommen lat ••• (324) · · 

(!he two aopeots of aoa• • purpose, are brcra&III out) ••• D&• lei TOIi 
Tol'llherela claa Doppel■ial aeinaa .mnraca, Glau'benavaatug uD4 
Yaratoalamg ~ aottea praecle■Unattnr Jeat!mnmc. Dal'UII 
111W18119Jl die f~-. -Saetse TOD. cler Ver■loalamc ebeuo !lel ftl'-
a'8D481l vel'den w1e die Ton cler Glabenaweatang1 I,, 71',y..,,do J,lh 
ala. JDc 4:12. JJJah hler 11a, Joh. 41a Gec1enJren JellV.8 imt duraJJp­
p:raagta t!Jpol.9glsahe J'O:rmalD.-ge'braohl1rh ~'""°' 17::, rlJ r.'il 1e2•">' .,..;1 n, ~ ~,, .-w , aagt Jena naah der He11,mg c1ea lt11114p'boreua. c I'll 
,f ;e+,) 8Js11o">'TZJ IIAlr.,,w .. ,11 k~l ol /JA{,,.;11~ ,,.,,,,..: 7•1-»1~-r,u 
Jll. 9:39: 121!a0 •••• (328) . 

15.aana WS.mliaah, IIJ>1e Yera11oaJamcal4ee ln J.!a 4112 11114 claa lrauaale 
der apu11G:NII JColm, • 1D 1.tpUaeh£10 !!!1£ Jepatamenl1S9!!11 Vl■pn­
aahatt, nn, 20,-10. 

1~tbal'bert Staffer, oa • C11t1-,• in ntte11 • 'l'beologlphl• Voertez-­
lm!!I .!!!! .lea ,:eatampt. (Smttprta Terlac wn w. Jtoblb-91', 1938), 
pp. 324-3jij; --
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S\lmttu time the a1m of the ·paniozlaal tbeoloa:, of the Wi¥ of Go4 

to be 1d.1e Varhenlla!mng oottea.• !hi■ nal lie e:iralud. la.WI" in 1'■ 

relation to the M7ate17·of the Elnpom of 004. 

Tu akandelt1D of the tella ('1o,, mq stand. lt1Jat ba&l"!Jig JJaa that 

on 1 ta Logion! Those who oppoea the telia nmerlng, 1 t va■ poiDW 

out·, clo ao on the ground that Chriat cannot anr !Ian 1ntell4ecl to nil 

truth in Kia teaah1ng, alatm1ng tbat I those outalc1e1-8ftD Phan•••• 

enemlea-umleratoocl the :!X)illt alearl7, that DO lJD,l'&blea aoul.4 llaTe .,._ 

thing approaahing an eaoteria element. .lt Ua atronpat, thla naulta 
r, 

1D a aimp~ .1ud,1a1al ex,praaalon end. a affan]¥ veabucl 1, 1',( • 

On tha otml" llaJul, those vho aaaept t'be teUa torae mat be naa,, 
to deal with the Jel'atoolmns•tbaorle applied. to pan.'blea and. prooee4 

from there to a 41v1a1on of the t,paa of parable■ ancl audienaea. !bat 

beaomea the pl.an of the auaaaed.ing papa. 



. :,.. , .. . 

CJIAM'Ell III-

mE PARABLES OF DB XYSDllY OF !BE UJJGDOM OF OOD - -------------------
'lheN follows, in Mark 4, after the D&l'l'aUOZL of the Parable ot 

the rour Soila, a question of f'ollowara of Jeaua. Mark read.■: •9ulae 

who van about him wUh the twelve aaad him oaoeming r~J 11·,y•J~l, ~/ 

(v. 10). Matthe\1 lilmwlaa ma the plural: •'l'han the d1aal:plea oame a.114 

aa.14 to Him, awi,, clo 7011 speak: to tllem l11 71,1.~"-~"~'~s ! "' (13:10). 

But Luka preaenta this -1DC in aomieatlon onq wlth the ou parable 

there reaorcled1 •Jnd when his 41■alplaa aeka4 him what ,j 11"1'-'•)f,J ~ 

meant, eta.• (Luke 8:4). 

:aeaauae of Wa d.lfferenoe, amt 'beaauae of the aompoaltlon of the 

enti:re parable-ahapter the probl• f'aoea homiletlaialls who~ ■ettijg 

up prlnalplea tor pnaah1ng· the parable■, aa to vhetbar the■- wrda ap­

P17 onlt to the alngle J'our Solla p&nLble, or lo all puablea, or to a 

aertaln Qpe of parable. (See Introcluato17 B'ote.) 

D■aplte tu ■izlCul.m" mm'bar in Luka, there are few ahamplona ot 

the Tlev that 0Dl7 ou parable aomea 'Ull4er thia aqt~. ~o 1118Q 

pan.'ble a ore ablilu ln ~tar to the tlrat one nana.t-4 hen; lt 

thla ou la told. to aonceal tnth from aome,. tbell ■o are· a.there. 

Er wrda naoh 14en OlelahniBND1 &etnc,1. der Plural .111, voh1 
mr 41e Art cler· Glelc!mlarede, cleutet a'ber mah~ an, claa■ •hr 
ala Eln Glelahnle eahon 'berlahtet vae:re; 4enn auah J'ellU Antwort 
pla.t ■wlMah■t mar at 4le Jn&e .4er Pan'llelil ue'll■rllaupt eln. · 

!he• worcla plaae ue aq'IIU8l7 ~to the arlHaal p:ro'bl• of the 

1i:z.aat Lolme19r, Ju ,.,..,,,,s,,_ cle■- llarJma (Ooe'tllnpll: tan4uhoeak 
& Bv.preaht, 19Sl), p. 8J. . 

,. 
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compoaltloa of the ab.apter; W9' tall one i,uable am aptak: of all! 

• more 1-adlate pioobl• la ta tradi\loaal view tb&t Jesus w]4 .I!:! 
~ . 

to fincl eao1ier1a aiBDiflaancea in the moat o'wtoue a111111'111e■,. 1io f11111 

D11"ateries 1n the etanm.11¥ 8Zld :lmmecliateli' cmphio Coad Samaritaa am 

Pro41pl Son parables, vhou leaaoa■ ban beoome ]>1'0Terb1al even 1io 

those who do not aooept Chrlatlan -reTelatlon. !his bermeaeutlaal prin­

oiple of parabolic interpretation would have ua fiml1 ve noted earlier. 

a I pr:lm=.17• OJld a I secollda17• meaning in eaoh1 03: to f1114 om meaning 

for fol~ower and one for papa b ea.oh. 

It should be ob'91oua vi thout :further ill'l'8atlpt1oa that nah a 

literal reading of •parables• &nd an m:a.tomalla appl1catlcm to all of 

them on. that baalu 1a :antonable because of the aiJQ>le faot .that pagana 

have graup,-4 the meaning of ~ of them, that 'the po111., aomaa thr.ouch 

quite olearl:7 to all. 'l'ha '°11&11 tJ' ia ~ brobn "11.bln tlle GOapel 

of D1ark b)• Ohrlat Himself. In Oba;pter 12: 1-10 Be tell■ a parable of a 

man who plante4 a ·vwJVd. Than. le DO ezplanation. at all, 110 &11--· 

gor1•tion of cletalls, 110 applloatloa ta the p:nt•~t aaem; 191i Ila 

aDU1iaa tried to an-eat B111i ••· 12: i7y1111r,1~- t-lp 1'7,. 71f'#l ,111.J·r•~S 

rr,y,•P·•ln,'1 1111s1. Yet Ula parable '°lA ·tbere ta ·not a!plf:laatil' 

different. ill tom from 11181V' uotber; lt that vaa UDlleratoocl 'bt, aan­

temparaJ"iea who .. voul.cl. ,aot be 1nolu4ecl ill eaotel'lo aaonta, voul4 •DOI 

·alao otbeta? 

we know tha~ some parable■ clt.4 nap up vuth. The aoaoern ie to 

tbd. ou• wh1ah oua, lo ~ aOlle line to ezplaill· '111■• !hat ia u 

aaQ •ttu. '1'he atuclent ot Veatao,,, Dzuml0114, Ooclel, Caldewoo4, 

·tange1 Pl1211Ptl'e, :aiatie, Jl'IIOe, Ooelrel, 11114 all otbera who aet a'bcntt 
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to do U, la 1aalba4 ·,o oon.alude that ao 1a1eatt.flo ola1■lftca'1011 

IIIQ" be ~aalltle, tbat each aobolar t'oroea hla ala■aiflaaticma,· baaiJJS 

them on preaoaaeptloa■• 

Bor vlll th1a paper at'8mpt an elaborate cU:d■lcm amcma parable■• 
Bownar, oaa thing la Gel''8!.a, am that 1■, that; fl-om the aompoaUloa 

of the ahaptar we can tell tllat '11.oae paraltlea can 'be 1aalucle4 amOIJS 

those that conceal from I t.hoae outaH.a, 1 am, _. retereaae to ~ ;l,f 11r-

""11f'!.,, .,q, p..1'1,').1/-., Tl~ .Pi~-a it can 'be cleterm1De4 tbat tb8 

H7steZ7 ot tho B:SJl&dom la tba alua to thla ala99ltiaatloa. 

Later somo apoaulatlon aa to the :nature of thla lf¥•t•r.r will lie 

in order; 1t bas to d.o with the meam.ng ot Jana, am to remain u­

sattled on the· ultimate question of lbat me&D.111£, o.s 118P,'1'Ye aoholal'a 

often do, ond :,et claim that the perablea1 meam.nga an :parteatll' olear, 

amounts to 1atomht1c e.ageaS.a.• 2 'lllan ma.at be a Uld.t7 to thla QJ19 

ot exprosalon; it "11Ua boaomaa uaeaUZ7 to damoaatrate tal'ther ~t 

this Logion aP?>l,l•a to aeleat parables. 

It oacmra at a tlma in the m1D1■tl'7 vlw11. the temptation to re­

taia dlac1plea at aa_y· oo•t could haw been near to Jena• 111ml. 'Iba 

V81'7 raot that .reaua woulcl limit Bia appeal 1nclioata■, hovenr, Bia 
. 

high oon.aep\ioa or tbe purpose ot Bi• life allC1. teaabtng, Bia ,mw11u.-

nes■ to Jli8lm conoe~•1cma. In that reapeat then 1a lea■ 8111'J)riae, le■■ 

akanc1alon in thla aa,ing; tlms U ~• aot ■Ul'Pl'l•inc tbat OUo Pipn-, 

1n aDmininc the K711te171 aonteda that theae voda aPJ)l¥ 1n • ■en• 

2sec1 Bal"Jl&l'd. stombouaa, D!. WUJpH !& llffthel,.'-'1 Karle !t 
Chr1■t (Ph11.a4elph1a: !he Preabl'tenaa Oaar41an, 1~,, P• ?S. 
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not Oll17 to parables "bllt· lo J!:ll reTelatit>n ot Cbr1at3 (ad 1n a HllH 

be ma,- be 11.ght& the HnN ot· 11 Oor1nth1u.s 216) • 

.And Joaah1m Jeremias _.. vri te: 

Das Logion reclet, 4a• lat unaer 'JrpbDla, also ,:,u nlcht nn c!en 
OleS.ahnisaen Jaau, aondem TOil eeinar Pre41c11 ueberhaupt. Dan 
3uangem 1st dee OahaSmnla cl.er gegenvaertt.gn Ba&S.leia eatlmallt, 
clan Drau.Hanatebenrlen blalben Jeau \'forte dunlatl. . 

Be, however, goea ao far au to ala'lm that thla word 414 not a~ la 

parabloa at alll 

Erat ~Iw.•kus hat, cluroh daa Stlahvo:rt 71.C/-!r,~, varanlaa■t, claa 
er su U:nreaht ala •GlalcJmia• Teratand, uaer LocS,on elem Glelah­
nirakapitol einp:fueat. lat a'ber Hark 4:llt. Ton Hause aua kaln 
Wort uebar die GlaS.ahniaae Jan, ·c1ama lat die Stelle bin Xanoa 
fuer die Auale8'Ull der GlelOhnlase. •• ·· 

While we cmmot agreca with tha' last paragraph, it 4oaa seam to 

ba qui ta clee.r that tr.s Logion has more to 11"-T about t'be H791ier;r than 

ab011t the natlu-e of parable• am their purpoBG. Panblea aome in, 

in that Pharisees and others realizecl oertas.n •u:tenala• abod tm 

Xingdom of God, whereas the • lntenml.1• are enahrcm4e4 in parable■ tor 

the Eake of the 41ac1plea. Stark 2:17-19; L'Ub 7:4ltt; 1S18ff ,Utt., 

illustrate tho former point; that the 11ntel'Dala1 were not to be the 

common propart, ot all hearer■ 1a ericlellt from Jena• priTate ezplaa­

t1oas vhich usual.11" follow them. \bat better tom aould 11:leaa tab 

than, aa in •2ark 4, the :parabolic, ainae pe.rablea 1n the Hebraic NDN 

are at 1:ba Tel7 least aapable of concealing, thouah that mq vall not 

3otto Pipei•, •!he lf781817 of tbe Ein&dom of Cod,• !aleEPFflalioa, 
I, l'Wllba~ 2, 18,-200. 

4Joach1m Jeremias, JZi!. Gleiclmisff Jew. (Ebrioh: Mnatl,1-Verlag, 
1947), p. 10. 

• 
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be tlm1r orcllDar;r fwusU011. 

Dehn IIIUllmU'isea .tbe aaua 

••• pv1as Id.chi allel' Glelahalaae, a'ber cloah .1ecleDfalla aolamr, 
!!!, !!!!! Gehabmia 4aa Relahea bancleln (empbaah aura), alao allel' 
clerel', cUa in unaarm Jrapltel ar1aeblt we:rclen ••• S 

Othazvlae, aqa he, hov an we to raoODOlle tha wozrcla ot aomtorl 

to the al'olftl t.t la azaludecl in aonten• ■o illme4!ale? 11 1■ 'bean• 

of the nature of the K7ata17 that Jena vnpa up truth, hlcllnc it from 

the obstinate. 

Since tbl;y apaak of the X!D&dom ot Goel, thaaa parables are purel1' 

renlator, (as opposacl to !lluatl'&Un), ami of the ti.rat order, •ill, 

!!£ Herr allela ,!!4!! J!:!!!.• It that 11 tl'lle, the gn.ph1a aharaater ot 

parables pJ.a,-s a 4ea1a1'N role in 1mp:resa1ng dl1al3>laa aa the H7■te17 

further UDfolda: 

Dann clan pfiegt man Gla1almia um Bllcle a fuehrea, claas aa clle 
Lehn cleate baas faaaa, um atata 1m Hersan tnp, a1a

6
d.1e taag].1ah 

tuar J.u&911 atehaD, . ulld una 4araelbeD arimutl'A 111118■■-D. 

Bavin& aatabllahecl the aeleativa aharaotal' of t!le parable• ot 

VarlmalJvng as well ca Oftenba....,y, aa oppoae4 to the view tbat t!da 

Logion retera oni,, to 0118 parable, or, more 41•atrou.a tor pue.bolla 

hel'IIIDntlaa, to ~. 1 t beao•a 11808■~~ to attempt to btendm •11¥ 

thaaa particular panL'blea (in Cllapter 4) wre equlppe4 to do tllat. 

bathe ■ta41' le ~tolclt tbl !!!!! of the parable■ of tlae H7ate17 

of the ICln&dom at Goll, 11114 their aODtent, vhlah imrlft■ the ••• 

SOlmti.r DeJm, 1?r• Qhri•••• gotta■ .§2!!! (Jerll111 1'U'Cbe-
Terlac, 1940) , pp. 9 ~ 

6Qa.ot&Hoa fltOII a aa:aoa b711&1''1n Lulbar (ll'lupa .m■-'be), LI, 
p. 225. 



of the lqate17. 

Jlrat, the torm. In moat napeot there ia Ilt\le cUffe:renae 

betwe11 this ~ of parable am that tJP8 whaae tens.1111 aoppap.Hop1a 

la known to all. 

Little ms coma, for S.natanae, of the affpzit ·1o -~ve t!lat the 

ditf'o:renaa orig1:aates 1n that thaae B.1'8 aUecc,rlea while otllez,a ~ 

simple o:r •pure' parabl••• We are nfem;na pal"tlaula,1']¥ tq the u­

planation giwn 1n U&l'k 4:13-20 for this first parable, 1D whi_ah a 

somewhat 1allegoZ'1aal1 Jnte:rpretaUon 1a 'Pl"ff1cla4.? If tbe aonalualo" 

1a later Churoh teaabJ.Dg, as JDaQ1 aontaD4, then 1 t vo111d. be JJU1'• alle­

go-q, an 1nterpreta.Uon. 'b7 dhaiplea who loilt the original ka;r lo the 

maam.ng ot the !)8.l'able and thue allegor·1■ed 1 t. If this la not Im 

case, than Jeaua would aeam to be allagorS.■bg·, aometh1q Z'BN ln Kia 

parable•e. From what appears to be allegorblnc in thaae ve:raea, maJ1f 

1ntel'!Jl"8tara (nen 1'a.tber, sq■· Bultmmm.8> haft fallen iatq the -.mp~ 
t1011 to match all aspects of parables "1th all features of tWi• laura 

pretation. 

It aee11a ol,ar, howeTeZ', that ~•r 414 not· aua1iomeriq allegorlN; 

his aezmon on· Mlilthtw ·2011-16 moat aleal'q 1D41oate~ his own priuS.ple 

o:f' 1Dterpre'111g all ~t them: . 

.Men ma• 41eaa Gleichld.■- m.aht .in. allan ltueakea eaahea, acmclem 
md claa Baupta'111falc mrkan, vaa er· c!aalt volle • •• Denn aol:cdle 

?ll&uriae Gqwtl, D! J4f!. !! il!!I, t:raalate4 'IV' Olin lf7oa 
(·Bev lork1 Maamillml• l~)', J>~ .29:J • . 

. 8au.ou :Bul..._,, •&leS.oJmia ,u11 Parabel• 111 Rel\p.lf .I!- p;aaldght•. 
J!M Oe .... ~ (!aebbp111 f'.erlac TOD J. O. I. JIQIII-, 192 , ll, 124. . . 
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GlelaJmlsae slf nlaht darma geaag11. 4aa■ al.le stueak c1arma n 
halten ee,n ••• 

!bis latter prinaiplea of Luther la aoneat enn cm tbe Parable of 

the J'our Solla. The explaDat1cm v Jena. if lt was QC)bn at the ti• 

of. the telling o:r the :parable• is not t~ an allagorl•tlon, aa then 

1a l11Cleecl oDl.1' one tertlu comiaratioDia aad. all cletaila are preaeated 

aolel.7 to enf'oroe iihat one. Enn Dl'ballua. thcrudl lt aeem■ tio this 

wltar that his choice of terHum aomparatlonia (aonaolatlon lD apite 

of fo.ilure) 1s incorrect, contiend.■ tba.t this la DOt allegol'1' alnoe I those 

outside' were &Z!J80tad to get the point of the parable, anc1. wre .11Jdp4 

for not clo1nc so, while the interpntation went o~ to tlle cl1aa1plaa; 

therefore the acientlflc historian llaa the r1pt to enmlu without 

the interpretation provided b7 Mark.lo 

Baca.use of the empllaala on the one point in '118 Parable of tbl 

:rour ,Soila (ucaaaari~ ampliflecl 'because of the '.!E') 1t 1a nldeat 

that this is a 1pare1 parable, vealmmcl in alla&0:rl•t1011 mit!Jar '117 

Jeaua nor the Evlm&'aliat. 

A moat ·nzlzll; question preaented. 'b7 the ton of parables ls thia1 

are the parable• t~, as n as11W11ecl abon, capable of conaeallDa the 

truth! It :baa bea our aa11W11ptlon, 7et ao• defenae 1111¥ be expaaW, 

aa that aanaptlon baa D.Ot eone ,mohal.leqe4. fbe cletenae aomea on tbe 

poam that 'the '8n •parable' la a goocl deal broader thllll the ou lllto 

whiah ll8IQ' intel'pl'etera atnl t.1aaJret their eDll]Jlea. 

'i.utur. !J! a1t., p. 80. 

10xu-tln Dlbellua, J!!!. fHPP 2! lam phrl■I (sew Yon:1 CJarle■ 
SOr1'bller1 a Son.a, 1939), P• • 
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!he OneJc vorcl 11.-1•P11l'I la a Jl'ew !e■taenl counterpart to the 

014 Testament } "I) ; a '91'111 that :ref'e:r■ to utte:ranae■ "t'B17i:ag fl'om 
T 1" 

proverb to propbea, to pem, f'rom. wlaclom to anlpa to ■lldlltu4e 11.114 

allacar;r. !'hough tb1■ elaaUo \em Ila.a bean ·applied apeolfl~ 'b7 

the S,nc,ptlca· to tnnt,' 41ff'erent utter81laea, the aaba1 ambe:r of 

Naw Testament parables rune up to uar~ 53, Juel1oher• a ftcur•• There 

la, of course, f.:Z'8&t Tal"latlon within tllaaa, but we ckre not azalu4e 

from that variation the meaning of ~ JIJIJ 11luatrate4 111 Paa'lll 78:21 
T T' 

"I will open 1111' mouth 1n a parable } ~' ? , I wlll utter :rlcl4le• 

~ i "'"T" "if tl'om of old •. • The Hew IJ!estament glTea this attentloa • 
ln aonneotlon with Christ ln Uatthev 131,S. 

Ezekiel 17:2 a&&,ln equates the two termaa 11() mortal man, put a 

rlclclla an4 propa\1114 a allecc>Z'J to tlla houae of I anal•; 1D Prcm1rb1 

116 } ft ~• aot into a aarlea whioh anforcs.,a the aama :polnta1 •!hat 

the;v ~ umleratad proverb aml pazable, the worcla ot tlla vl• 8114 tllalr 

epigrams.• So the Old !l'eatament, aml, Ulroup the LJX, the Bew !eata­

mant, aonaelvecl of tbia word aa capable of ezpree■inB • ricldle, aoatlwlg 

hidclan. 

3Wl11ahar BG14, •.&. parable la of tbe nature of a r1c1clla apobn ■o 

that it mq not 'be too ••1~ 'Wll!aratood; Ula 1ntan4ecl to h1mar aoa­

veraloa.•U !ma the root ... aama,: of f ~, , •to be lib• la lntenal-
. 

fled. into an oracnilar llkeaa■■; •with tbat baaJrgNuDCl of 014 'l'eataent 

enmple it la posal'ble to mainu.in t!Jat Jan.a 1atell1e4 1n Bia parablea 

ll.Adolph Juallall.ar on "Parable■,• baz9loped.la Blblloa, e4Ue4 'b7 
~- JC. ChQDe ad J. Sa.tberlan4 :Bl,aak (LOll4olll Adam an4 Charlea :alaak, 
1902), III, 3563. 


