Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship
6-1-1951

The Validity of the Sociology of Lutheranism of Ernst Troeltsch

Eugene Brueggemann
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_brueggemanne@csl.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv

b Part of the Practical Theology Commons

Recommended Citation

Brueggemann, Eugene, "The Validity of the Sociology of Lutheranism of Ernst Troeltsch" (1951). Bachelor
of Divinity. 358.

https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/358

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.






25
by the iope. The concentration of the hierarchy in the
papacy is the dogma which completes the soclologlical tenw
doney towerd unity, as it wss bound tu develop and bacome
complate once the process had begun by which the Church
and the Christisn priesthood uwere conceived zs the body
of Christ. The sacraments of penange and the mess bscame
the great support of the spirituel domination of the ﬂarld.éo
Out of penence thers develops the whole Chrlsticn ethic of
the Church~-as geli-exemination and direction of conscisnce,
ags absolution, &and as the key tu the whole syctem of satis-

il ethical prob-

£

fzctions and merits, &s the unificatlon of
lams and ‘nconsistenclss by the duthurity of the Church,
which romoves tho responsibility for tha unificetion of tha‘
duties of life from the individual,; and tekes it on to it
wn saouléars.él
The ecoclesiastical civilizstion was shaped far nmors
by the independent logivel evolution of the sociologicel
idee of the Church (salways, of course, combined with as-
ceticlsm), vhich mede mankind submniit, not to esceticism,
but to the sacraments and to ths priesthood. Ase=ticisnm,
which in the ancient world was a dangarous element, and a

menace both to the Church end to the world of thought, wvaa

401pid., pp. 226-227.
4l7vid., pp. 832-253.
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subdued by the Church, and prsctically incorporated into
the cosmos of scolosisstical ectivity while in theory i%
mede 1t possible to sescure & harmonious relstionship be=-
tuween the ploty of medieval Christien life in the world,
and the piloty of monasticism.#2 In itself asceticism is
not merely mortificetion and dualistic contemplation, bui
positive work for the whole, & method of service st ths
disposal of the corpus Christianum, while in its relazse
of religious feeling it forms &% the seme time an emoe-
ticnal and ertistic transfigzurstion of the world,.%9

Medisval society was favorable to the dsvslopmsnt of
the nedieval Church. Above all, the conditions of propsrty
and pocssessions wars Tavoreble %o the Church's cthical sys-
tem. ¥en’s relation to the world was comeeived in terms
of "duty." As the Church itselfl was & greit communistic
institution, full of the spirit of solidariiy and cers for
all, so every smaller group bore the same stamg of mutual
love and loyalty ané service. The town, xepresenting a
ncn-military, pesceful communlty of lebor, nsading the mi-
litary element =sclely as & means of protsction, and devoid
as yet of capitalistic and city features, wes & picturs of

the Christian society.44

481p14., p. 240.

431pid., p. 245.

441bia., pp. 253-355.
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The ecclesisstical unity of civilization was developed,
both in theory and in practice, under the influsnce of the-
ologlcal ethics. The Church 1s the universel principle,
and strives to sppropriste everything thet will enchble it
%o rspresent Christianity as universel {truth and ss an
ethic which is epplicable im all ciroumstences,*® The
principles of Thomism were the loglical result of the think-
ing of ths msdlevel Cetholic Church, &nd wers assiduously
developed snd follovad in ths leter iilddls iges,

The Christien Church, eccording to Troeltsch, had al=-
vays had difficulty with the sbsolutensss of the acclosi-
asticel ethic, which it identified with the sbsolute naiur-
el lsw of the stoics.46 This tension was relieved by the
Thomistic doctrine of nature snd supernaturs, which pro=-
vidad for steps or degrees betwsen the stete of nsture end
the state of grsce. It 1s.passib1e to concluds, therefors,
thet Catholic civilization is besed on the relctive aztu-
rel lav of the fallen stats moulded by the sthic of zrzece.”

Naturel religion and ethics are the knowledge of CGod
end obedience to the lew of Cod. Bﬁt supsrnsturel religion,
the supernctursl aim end the supernatural lsw=~-in shori,

supernature--means the vision of God glven through grace.

457y34., pp. 257-2586.

461pia., p. 266.

471p1d., p. 289.
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as he sees himgelf. In the last resort all sthics and all
sociel philosophy in particular sre now concernsd with the
medietion between nature, perfect or imperfect, cnd super=-
nature, The desctiogues is not the Christien ethie., It i=
the séme &s the ebsclute nstural law, =z2mnd is an intrcduc-
tory and preperstory stage.48 The resl Christian ethic
only becomes possible througnh the infusad energles of sac-
rementcl grace.?® This i1s still the stenderd of the Romsn
Catholic ethiec:

Until the present day, thsrefore, the fundemental base
is of the Catholic sthic still remeins formelly, a-
longside of the ecclssizsticel theoeracy, the prin-
¢iple of the scripturally acknowledged retionsl na-
tural law, whose content 1s & coneepiion of the na-
tursl lew vhich is in hermony with the petriarchel-
ism of the 0ld Testement end the conserv:-tism of Aris-
totle; it thus regards the soclsl reclity of the iiid-
dle Ages, in its mein fe:tures, as the eipression of
resson. Thse true Christian ethic, on the other hand,
moves on the plens of the sscramentael ethle of grace,
and intervenss on the natural plamne only through the
ell-embracing theocracy of the Church. Therefors the
actuel rules for life in the world still do not i=sus
directly from the Christien ethos, but from the ne&=-
turel law,ssrom Aristotls, the deczlogue, and the 014
Testamente.

This was sssentliel if the Church was to meintein both the
ideal of the Christian ethos and its own universal recog=-

nition:

If the Christisr ethical idesl is to be meintained et

461134,, p. 263.

491v14., p. 264.
5

Orvid., p. 270.
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all as the supreme aim, and 1s to bs brought to unl-
versal reccgnltion, it will havs to incorporate with-
in itself the natural forms of 1ife, snd the ethical
l1decls of this life, end ithis will never be possibls
otherwise than by means of the ides of an agcending
development, whleh ascends from the values of ths life
of this world to those of the transcendent reslm.”
By these mesns, the doctrine of the later iddls Agez, and
espocially thet of Thomism, waz abls to construct & uni-
form scelal philosophy, beocsuse it started from the ides
of the sctuslity and necessity of & Christian unity of
ivilization,
The vital factor in this doctrine 1s ths new concep-
tion of the leaw of naturs; in whioch the difference
betueen the absolute primitive state z2ad the relative
state of fallen humsn nesture bscomes less impordant,
and in which the mors positive amphasis is laid on
aspects of healing and progress towards & higher
ideal, than on ;&e negative espects of destruction
end pualshment.”
This is tha explanstion of the mediesvsl sccial philosophy
vhich represents & Christisn culture snd & Christian soci-
ety, and yet does not mean thet soclety is besed upon and
moulded by directly Christisn principlos. TFrom this stand- g
point i% is essy to prove how the great social institutionse-
aspecially those of the femily, the state, and society-=-
could be controlled by the principles of & Chrisiian sociel j
philosophy. In esch case they were special forms of the f

realization of-the fundemental theory, directsd towerd an

Sl1pig., p. 877.
921114., p. 282.




LRl

S0
end of netural law, which it behooved them to strive %o
attain as thelr speclel contribution to society. Their
Christien chorecter consists in the two following elements:
1) That the union vatween the individual and the
commuanity which tekes place within them is concsived
and molded in the organic and zetriarchel sepnse; and
that 2) the primery perticuler aim whieh iz foumded
uponn their besis in netur:l law 1s placed in a fixed
relation to tha central religious purpose, and thus
with the all-embrzcing, inclusiva unigy of the Chursgh
and of the acclesisetiszl authority.v
But there wers dissident faetors in the developmsnt
of the Church ethic in the kiddle iges. Chief of these
vwas thoe sect movement. It is part of Troslisch's thesis
that from the very beginning the socisgl doctrines of the
Christisn Church had a Gualistic tendency which csused
them to Tlow in tvo channsls, congervetive compromize snd
radical sepuretion. The striet law of the scriptures, the
radical law of nature, monasticlzm, and the theologiesl
theory of the primltive state there reveeled themsalves as
motives snd sxpressions of & secund radicsl tespdency which
accompanied the compromise of the Church, This was ths
sect movement, which broks out afresh with grect pover in
the centr:l period of the kiddle Ages. “Thus it was,” says
Trasltsch, "that the development of the sects alongsids of
the svoiel doctrine of Thomism, which is the clussic epi-

toma of the eccleslsstical ethic, beceme the second classic

9571bid., p. 31l.
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form of the social doctrine of Christianity.?o4

The word "sect," howsver, does not mean that thsse
movements ara undeveloped expressions of the church type;
it stonds for sn independent sociological type of Chris-
tian thuught.b5 "The all=important point is this: thet both
types ars a logical result of the gospel, and only conjointe-
ly do they exhaust the whole rangé of 1te sociological in-
flucnce, and thus elso indirectly of its social results. 90
The gospel contains the idea of an abJect%ngggssession
of selvation in the knouwledge and revelation of Cod, and
in developing this idea 1t becomes the church. It contains,
hiovever, also the ldea of an absolute persogg%ﬁfalig:an znd
of an absoluie personal fellowship, and in following out
this ides it becomes a sect. The weldensians in southarn
Europe, the Frenciscens, the Foor Men of Lyons and the Foor
Men of Lombardy in Italy, the Lollerds in Englsnd, ths Huse
gites in Bohemia, end various peasant risings are all ex=-
amples of the sect movement in the FMiddle Ages,

Under their influence and thet of the growith of town
civilization end indlviduelism the =ccleslasticel civilize-
tion began to disintigrate in the late lilddle Ages. But

it was especilally due tc the influence of the seet typs,

94111d., pp. 329-330.

991pi1d., p. 336.
581pid., pp. 340-341.
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in vhich radical individualism snd the radical ethic of
love combined against the church type with its relative
approval of civilization and the secularization of reli-

glous anergies.57

577pid., pp. 378-379,



CHAFTER III
THE DEVELOPHENT OF THE SOCIOLOCY OF LUTHERANISY

Luther's Raligious Thought and the Soclological Froblem

of Protestantisnm

Luther's new religious idee gave @ new mezning to

reace. Rome, too, had a cdoctrine of greace: of sscremen-

tal graces, of supernature, of & higher, mysticel, end mir--

geulovs pover, imperted by the hiersrehy, entrusted to ths
Church, which has & dowble effect: the Iorgliveness of sins
and the mystical slevation of humenity. The idea cf law
was sesily combined vwith this ide: of grecs. Luther's nevw
ldaes %ﬁs.therQTJre not mersly the genersl re-emphasis upon
grace, which makes 2 clean svweep of éll compromise with
legeliszm, but beyond thet, 1t gave & nev mesning to the
idee ol grace by glving a new meening to the law, ot
that the idea of the lew was removed Ifrom its centrsl po-
siticn in Protestentism. It remuined es a stimulus to
repentence, snd as the pre-suprosition of Taith and the
vuapel of grece. 'The essenticl slement in this new con-
captivn of rrace which gives to the liew a different mean-
inz and position from that it has in tha Catholic idea of
greco is this:

irace is no longer a mystical mirsculous substancs,
to be Impzrted throusgh the sseramoents, but & divine
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