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Polack: Sermon on Newton's Hymn for New Year's Eve

40 Sermon on Newton’s Hymn for New Year’s Eve.

on the floor of the last Delegate Synod, resolutions will never wipe
out the “lodge evil” That is verily true. Paul did not employ
resolutions to purge out the “impurity leaven” from the church at
Corinth or the “work-righteousness leaven” from the Galatian con-
gregations. He used the Law with telling force where the Law was
needed to show his readers the exceeding sinfulness of their par-
ticular brand of “leaven”; but in the final analysis it was the
Gospel which he employed as the effective remedy to bring about
the cure. To the Corinthians he wrote: “Christ, our Passover, is
sacrificed for us,” and to the Galatians: “Christ is become of no
effect unto you whosoever of you are justified by the Law; ye are
fallen from grace.” The crucified and risen Christ, the sinner’s
only Hope in life and death, was both the basis and the heart of
his appeal. That message of the crucified Christ is still effective
to-day. It has lost none of its power; it still works miracles.
Let our Christians be told that the issue calls for a decision either
for Christ or against Christ; and let us plead, in behalf of their
salvation, for a decision for Christ. If this will be done in each
congregation earnestly and conscientiously, the result will be mar-
velous. As in Paul’s day, so also in our time the Word of God will
prove itself —a power of God. J. T. MUELLER,

o>

Sermon on Newton’s Hymn for New Year’s Eve.
Ps.90,9b.

'We are met in our sanctuary for the last time in the year of our
Lord 1929. As we began this year in Jesus’ name, so we wish to end
it also in His name, who is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever!

Many thoughts crowd our hearts to-night. We think of the past
year, and the multifarious events of another stage of our life’s pil-
grimage flit rapidly across the screen of memory. We think of the
coming year and speculate as to what may lie in store for us behind
the dark and impenetrable curtain of the future. Such thoughts come
to Christian and worldling alike. But while the worldling plunges
himself into an orgy of pleasure at this time, the Christian turns to
serious meditation.

That is what you have come here to do. To that end I have
chosen for our prayerful consideration one of the great hymns of the
Church, namely, John Newton’s hymn for New Year’s Eve “While
with Ceaseless Course the Sun.” And may the precious Holy Spirit be
with us in this hour! '
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1.
The first stanza of this hymn reads: —
While with ceaseless course the sun
Hasted through the former year,
Many souls their race have run,
Nevermore to meet us here;
Fixed in an eternal state,
They have done with all below;
We a little longer wait,
But how little none can know.

Time flies, but we do not keep pace with it. We start out on
life’s journey, but we do not long continue. Some are here at the
dawn of a year, but at its close they are only a memory. Not all who
worshiped with us and counted themselves members of our congrega-
tion at the beginning of this year are alive to-night.

There is no flock, however watched and tended,
But one dead lamb is there;

There is no fireside, howsoe’er defended,
But has one vacant chair.

This year was the last for some of those who were near and dear to us.
They have finished their course.

Each day, each month, each year, presents its toll of dead. It is
appointed unto men once to die. The old must die, and the young
may die. And after death, what? After death the Judgment! With
death the die is cast, the time of grace is past. Then follows either
shame or glory, salvation or condemnation. There is neither a turn-

ing back for another chance, nor a possibility of losing the crown that

has been won. Fixed in an eternal state,

They are done with all below.

All things that were of the earth — troubles, cares, anxieties,
pleasures, ambition, wealth, health, labor, all these things are left
behind. Terrible the thought of standing at the end of a wasted life,
with all hopes blasted and the cry on one’s lips: “The harvest is
past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved!” Blissful the
thought of going into eternity trusting implicitly in Him who has
washed our garments in His blood, the Lamb -that sits on the throne
and welcomes every penitent sinner to His gracious bosom!

The poet now contrasts the condition of those who have gone

before with ours: —
We a little longer wait,
But how little none can know.

‘We are still here. We have life and hope.
‘We may be lonely since our nearest and dearest once have de-

3 5 sth
parted. We may be longing for our own dep_urture,_smng wi
St. Paul: “TI have a desire to depart and to be with Christ.” But we
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must await our Lord’s call, for we know neither the day nor the hour
when our Master will come.

Or we may be planning a long life. So did many of those who
are no longer in our midst. No man can say that he will be here
a year, a month hence, to-morrow.

But how little none can know.
Tke call of the dring year therefore is this: “We all do fade as
a leaf” “In the midst of life we are in death.” “Prepare to mest
sour God.” “Now is the time of grace, now is the day of salvation.”
“Set thy bouse in order, for thou shalt die and mot live™
Death Soats oo every passing bresze,
Axd lurks In every Zower;
Esck seascn Zas itz owm disease,
Izs perils every houw.
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follow the pessimist, wko looks into the future with grim forsbodings,
dreading to Isave this house of elay for fear of those things woiez

mey come In eternity? vy, ould Bordens bear
To grunt ard swest under a weary life,
But tkat the dread of something affer death,
The undiscoversd country from whose bourn
No traveler returns, puzzles the will
And makes us rather bear the ills we have
Than to fiy to others that we krow not of?
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Shall that be our reaction? No. The poet asks, instead, this boon: —
Upward, Lord, our spirit raise;
All below is but a dream.

That should be our prayer to-night and every night. What this
life has in store for us is of such a varied nature that we need the
enlightening of the Spirit of our God to keep our own spirit raised
heavenward and not drooping earthward. We should be reminded
that we have here no continuing ecity, but that we seek one to come,
that we are “strangers before Thee and sojourners, as were all our
fathers; our days on the earth are as a shadow, and there is no
abiding”; and our constant prayer should be: “Lord, so teach us to
number our days that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.”

3.

The poet now directs our attention to other thoughts following

from the foregoing, which should fill cur hearts at the conclusion

of a year. “Thanks for mercies past receive.”

Looking backward upon our lives, upon the year that is ending,
what do we behold? The goodness of the Lord. It has been with us
daily, in the morning, at noon, and during the night-watches. He
has crowned us with loving-kindness and tender mercies. He has
given us meat in due season. He has opened His hand and satisfied
the desire of every living thing.

“What sheall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits toward
mei” “When thou hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt bless the
Lord, Thy God, for the good land which He hath given thee.”

O bless the Lord, my soul!
Nor let His mercies lie

Forgotten in untkhankiulness
And without praises die.

Howerver, the goodness of the Lord reminds us of our sins. He
was rich toward us in blessings. For He is the Lord, the Lord God,
merciful and gracious, long-suffering and abundant in goodness and
in truth. He has been good to us in spite of our sins and failings.
“Tt is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because His
compassions fail not. They are new every morning.” Therefore
Newton rightly adds the line: —

Pardon for our sins remew.

With Daniel of old we must confess to-night: “We have sinned
and committed iniquity and have done wickedly and have rebelled,
even by departing from Thy precepts and from Thy judgmexfts.
Neither have we hearkened unto Thy servants, the prophets, which
spake in Thy name.... O Lord, righteousness belo_n_geth unto Thee,
but unto us confusion of faces.” And in deep humility, truly repen-
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tant, trusting in the merits of our dear Savior, we ask the Lord to !
blot out all our transgressions of the past year and to remember them
no more against us.

But that brings another requirement to our attention. Wedonot |
go into the new year forgiven unless we have the firm resolve in our
hearts to sin no more. Gratitude for the mercies received should
prompt us to pledge anew our lives to the service of our Lord and
to say with the poet: —

Ye men and angels, witness now,
Before the Lord we speak;

To Him we make our solemn vow,
A vow we may not break,

That long as life itself shall last
Ourselves to Christ we yield;
Nor from His cause will we depart

Or ever quit the field.

And s0 we pray with Newton: —
Teach us henceforth how to live,
With eternity in view.

But that is impossible without the continued use of the means
of grace. Have we been as faithful in our church-going during the
past year as we should have been? In our attendance at the Lord’s
Table! In our daily devotions? Every neglect of these God-given
means makes us that much more susceptible to the attacks of the
Evil One, against whom we must put on the whole armor of God;
for “with might of ours can naught be done, soon were our loss
effected.” Let us therefore also resolve to be more diligent in the
use of Word and Sacrament, all of us, young and old alike, in the
coming new year.

Then we may be assured that the closing words of our hymn will
be fulfilled for us: —

Bless Thy Word to young and old,
Fill us with a Savior’s love;
And when life’s short tale is told,

May we dwell with Thee above!

Yes, we are assured in that same inspired Word that He which
has begun the good work in us will perform the same until the day
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

In this spirit, then, let us conclude the old year and begin the
new. No matter what the future may have in store for us, we know
that it will be a blessed year for all those who are the children of
God through faith in Christ Jesus; for all things must work together
for good to them that love God.

‘We do not know if we shall live through the new year. It may
be our last in this vale of tears. Let us live with eternity in view.
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Let each year bring us closer to the Savior and farther away from the
love of the world, until we already here live in keen anticipation of
the joys and glories of eternity, having —
Eyes that grow dim to the earth and its gloty,
See but the brighter, the heavenly glow;
Ears that are dull to the world and its story,
Drink in the songs that from Paradise flow.
It will not be long. "Twill soon be o'er:

Far down the west
Life’s sun is setting, and I see the shore
Where I shall rest!

Amen. W. G. PoLAck.

el

e

Gutwiirfe {iber bie Cifenadjer Cvangelienreife.

Nexujahr.
Lul.4,16—21.

fut. 2, 21. Neujabr — JEjus. Nod jteht dber Weihnadytdbaum
und lenlt unjere Aufmerljamteit auf dad Chrijtlind. 1lnjere Licder bers
binben MNeujahr und die Weihnadtstatiade. Obhne Weihnadjten Ieine
redhte Neujabhrdfeier.

Jm Namen ped HErrn treten wir ind nene Jahr!

1. Died {oll fein ein Yahr ber Gnadbe — dad bers
Heigt uns dber HCrr.

2. Died Joll fein cin Yahr ded glaubigen Ges
horfam8 — basd verfpredien wir bem HCExrcn.

1.

Der HCrr predigt in Nazareth. FText ift eine Weidjagung iiber
fein Wmt, gufammengefakt in V. 19. Damit ift bie gange neuteftaments
lidge Beit gemeint, alfo aud basd Jahr 1930. Der breieinige Gott will
bie3 Jabr zu einem angenchmen madien. Der HErr fenbdet feinen Geijt
auf ben ©Sofn, bamit der ald Priefter und Gnabde ertverbe, ald Prophet
fie anbiete unb {dente, al8 finig in Gnabde fein BVoll regiere. Wasd
bad BHeifst, wird wunderidjon ausgefiihrt B. 18.

¥Urmen, banlrotten Giinbern {oll bie frohe Botidaft gebradt twexrs
ben, baf ihre ©SdHuld bezahlt, baf fie jduldbenfrei finb. JBerjtogenen
Oerzen toird gefagt: Pi. 34,19; 147, 8; Jef. 657, 156—19; Matth.
11,28f. Gefangene, vom Satan Gelnedtete, Eph. 2, 2.8; NRom. 6,
19—21, follen hiren, bafy fie freie Gottestinbder {ind, die dba wanbdeln
nadj PHil. 8, 20; 1 Petr. 1,22; Gal. 5, 22. GSeliger Dienft ber Freis
Beit! Blinbe follen tviffen, bag nidt mehr gilt Jej. 59, 9—12; 8, 22,
fonbern 2 Sor. 4,6; Jef. 29, 18—20; 42,16. Himmlijdhed Lidt auf
bem [ebendtweg. Den Verundeten, bertoundet im fLampf mit der
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