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God. The Law hed made him its slaves“ 

At the same time the essential fentures of Pharasalcm 

asserted thomsolvos in Paul's mind and life = the dogmatic 

essurones that tho traditions of the fathers was the whole 

truth and that it was folly to expect any new revelation, 

its externalizing of a man's duty toward God, ite manifest 

Glorying in gocd worke, ond ita legalistic hardnoss = these 

things gripped the young Soul, threatening tho very life of 

his soul.” Tims Paul could lover both preach and write of 
tho tro danzers Lnhorent in work-righteousness: Oalloueness 

and despair. 

Such a mon tho Lord chose as His ambaseedor to the 

Gontile nations, Ssul, the Pharisee, the spectator at 

Stephon's doath, tho porsocutor of the Church, became Poul, 

the chosen veseol of the Lord. The choico was in accord 

with divine wisdom =< oxcellent. Who in the Jeuish nation 

could botter undorstend end battle the legalism end the 

work righteousness of the Gentile peoples than Paul, trained 

in logelistic ways, experienced in the futility of scoking 

peace ani salvation through the Law or through wrks? 

Having soon the hand of God and having heard Ele voice 

on tho rond to Demascus, Psul bost sumnrized the exporLance 

  

4cnocter Warren Quimby, Peul for Evergone (New Yorks The 
Maoliillon Co., 1944), pe ll-lfe 
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of his conversion in his lotter to the dorinthiane: “God 

who commanded the light to shine out of darimesz, hath 

shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge 

of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Ohrist,"° paul 

likened his unique experience to the gront "Let there be 

light" of crestion's dam, Without a doubt his conversion 

was by far the most luportant snd formativo experience of 

Paul's life. A. T. Robertaon says: 

All sorts of theories have been advenced to oxplain 
away the inovitable meaning of the whole story 
that Faul saw tho rison Jesus and hoerd Bls voice. 
Ho epileptic Tit, no sunstroke, no syoon, no flash 
of lightning can ezplein what occurred. The caroer 
of Senl az porscoutor is stopped, and at once. io 
possible motive for a voluntary change on Saul's 
part cen be imnjined. He was sclzed upon by Jesus, 
to whom he surrondored on the spot, and his whole 
life turned nkout in exactly tho oppoet te diregtion. 
It is on epoch in tho history of stlanitye 

Throughout his life Peul mrvellol at the great morcy 

end love that dod showed him in electing and calling him to 

bo munbored with the apostolic misslonariese 

But the mark thet chiefly influenced Paul's miniatry 

was his confidence thet the Gospel ho preached was direst 

from God. In His om divine wisdom and socording to lis 

own divine way, the Lord chose to doclare the Gospel truths 

to Foul not through husen messengers, but directly. Paul 

  

677 gGorinthions 4, 6e 

a Toatauent Ae Te Robertson, Studies in the Nev 

(Nashville: Sunday School Board Southern Baptiat Convention, 

1915), Be 154. . 
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‘pimeelf testifies to this fact in Galatians 1, 12 - 19: 
But I cortify you, brethren, that the Gospel. which 
was preachod of ne is not or mang for I neither 
recolvod it of mom, noither wea I tauzht it, but 
by tne revelation of Jesus Christ. 

For yo have heard of my conversation in time past 
in tne Jews’ religion, how that beyond moncure I 
perscoutod the Church of God, and wasted its and 
profitec in the Jews! religion above many ny equals 
in mine om nation, being more exccedingly sealous 
of the treditions of my fathors. 

But then it plcased God, who separated me from ny 
mothor's: woud, and called me by His grace, to revesl 
His son in mo, Ghat I might presch Hin the 
honthens: immediately I conferred not wlth flesh 
and bloods; neLther wont I up to Jerusalem to then 
which were apostles before me: but I went into 
Arebla, ond returned again unto Damascus. 

Then after threo years I wont Ww to Jerusalen to 
£00 potor, and ebode with him fifteen days, But 
other of the apostlos saw I nono, save Jaxes the 
Lord's brothers 

Feul wos a mon of volconic exotions, Vie can only 

imagine as the full glory of the Gospel was poured into his 

hoart how he reacted to the mamory of his formr croeede 

Certainly hin now knowledge of the love of God and tho 

perfect liborty of God's children mst heve filled him with 

determination to brenk in the hearts of others tho power of 

the Law and the legalistic feith of works. Peul did not 

discard tho Law, for he recognised that it had something 

noble in it, lo saw, however, its poworlossness to sev. 

He saw as ons of its functions the revelation of sins he 

sow though, too, that the Law sctudlly promoted sin in 

the rebellious human heart. He saw the Lev as a tonporary 
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expedionts” he saw as its purpose to prepare the way for 

the caning of the Ghristion revelation.” stewart saya: 
Hence Poul's working policy was not first c 
course of the Law and then a course of 
Christianity - but Christianity straight avay 
for overy mon. Nothing could be more explicit 
than the clerr-cut altornatives presented to the 
Galatlane: either the lew, or OGhmist = you cannot 
havo both. A Ohristianity cromped in its action 
by the accoutremonts of legalism vas as little 
fit to face tho world ae David in Saul's armour 
was £1% to faco Goliath, And sny Ohristionity 
whlch pattorned itsolf after the Law was virtually 
denying tho finality of Josusee. ‘Of all the stars,' 
says Holtemann, ‘which fell to earth in the mighty 
firmcnont-shaking experiomse of Paul's convorsion 
tho Lay was the Groateste® Ghat need was there of 
sters, when the full noonday glory hed come?’ 

Without o doubt Feul's experience unfer the Low and the 

pattern of legnlicm in his youth contributed in great 

measure to his intense fecling ‘against work-rightocousnesse 

In eddition to his personel experience as s man in 

search of salvation, it wag hia work as a miszcionary thet 

gave content to his thought. Peul's preaching end his 

epistles wero delivered by a missionary. He had to spoak 

and write to tse needs of the people. The religion of the 

Lew hod felled when he put it to the test in his ow lifes 

The religion of the Gospel mt the teat when he took it 

4nto the Rome vorld. It is natural, then, that Poul in 

  

Sgelntians 3, 17 ff 

Syames 8. Stewart, ope Gites p- 1l0Bff. 
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his epistles would stress the Gospel truths of grace and 

merey ond faith and solvation, for he was addressing 

"new-born babes" who required "the sincere milk of the 

Word" that they "might grow thereby." narris Fronklin 
Rall says: 

The lofty ideols of Christian love and the sublinc 
confidence in what man might become as suggested 
to the Corinthiens tere not the products of a 
visionary dreaming in his ivory tower. His picture 
of sin drawn for the Rounns was not the work of a 
bankrupt idealist or a misanthroplo pessinist. In 
the ;urliocus of Corinth and Ephesus he had looked 
into the dopths of man's depravity and soen the 
pover of sing ani in tho men of Fyese sence cities 
ho sav what his Gospel could do. 

Peul was called by God as a miselorary to the Gentilos 

whlle Janos wos ths spiritual leador of ean eatablished 

flocke Pauli was chonen to outline to men the full truths 

of the Gosyol, Jaxes wes sclected to yen instructions for 

tho Christion life. Paul's letters worse road by poople 

tho had not been instructed fully or at length in the 

message of grace, Janos! epistio vas dictated to and read 

by people in whom he ossumed a firm foundation of faith and 

of Chrietian Imovledge. View, then, the life ond experiences 

of the tvo mon, the ono trained gradually over s period of 

years in the precepts of the Christian faith and the 

  

lly peter 2, 2. 

Le Soribner's Zons, 
According to Poul (New York: Chase 
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Ohristien life, thilo the other ~ wlth a background of. 

forvent Pharasaism = wos suddenly overwhelmed by the power 

of God and captivatod by the mysterious divine revelation 

of God's abundent grace, and you connot expect them to pen 

their epistlos from -the seme perspective. To compare Paul's 

letters with that of Jams in a cold, hard menner, isolating 

tholr words fron tisir life, their position, and thelr 

purpose is to do both apostles an injustice. 

Both mon were dedicated to the service of God, both 

penne! tholr mossages umor the inspiration of Ged. lie 

do woll, then, to study the words of both prayerfully to 

see “that is tint good and gracious will of God" which 

thoy declarode 

 



PART III 

THE CORCEPTS OF THE EPISTLES 

In which wo consider the tonchings of Paul and James 

on tho verious matters in thich thoy have at times been 

considored "in conflict." 

  
 


