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Uuch hns been sold and mmch hns beon written cbout the
contrast botwecn the lotter of 3t, Jomes snd the eplstles
of tho apostle Poul. Very seldom, howover, is the matlLer
troatod at eny longth, To those who seo in the seeming
conflioct botwoon tho npostles on opportunity to dlsoreiit
the 3eripture, a mere quotation of the varying texts, most
ofton 1ifted frec from thelr context, has beon considered
sufficiont to demomstroto the “"fault". To thoso who acsept
tho verbal inspiration of the Soripturos end say, "The
Soripture cannot be broken,® thore can be no conflict in
the secred Text; but the difference that exiets between the
writinss of the two cpostlos, Jomes and Panl, are often
explained away in a weak menner thot hints ot timldity
conserning the subjoot, .

Rosource meterial on the subject of this thesls tims
boceme difficult to obtoin, slthough the problem dlscussed
is universally recognlzed end is deocmed by Biblo acholars
to be of real importance. %e hope that the difficultiocs
involved in a proper understonding of the relationship be-
tweon Peul end Jomes mey soon be exposed to tho light of
intensive research by some Bible scholar for more gifted
than this writer.

we sincorely boliusve thet it would be a tragedy to
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pornit ony shadow to fall upon Twentlioth-contury
Christiena! acceptence or study of the inspired text of
Jamos' oplatle, The eplstlos of Paul, in comparison with
tho former'a briof contribution to the Sacrod Text, are
voluriinous., Theoy may naturally bo expected to cover a far
wider filold of Ohriastian theclogy thon the one brief epistle
of Jamea, Howover, in the over all atudy of the Zoriptures
end of tho scopo sud purpose of God's great ravolation,
particularly in soarching for the solution to tho univeorsal
problem of dond orthodoxy snd of spathetlic conduct on the
part of aonfossing Chrictians, we feel that the Lord con-
farred a real bleoesaing upon His childron on earth by in-
oluding for thelr benefit in the inspirod Vord the work of
Jamos, Fresonted in o way that is made dynamio by lts
uniquo approach, the eplstle of Jemes is wholly sppliocable
to modern Christion life.

In this study of the Soriptures befors us wo find that
tho mossage of 3te Jemos is ono that is doclered also by
the npostle Fmul., We conclude, thorefore, that the charges
or oueplclons concerning Jnmes! orthodoxy and the olalns
eoncerning the epparent conflict between Poul and Janes are
froquently based more on tho toples that James chose to cmit
from his lottor thon on the sctual words and concepts which
the apostle Jowos proclaimed by the inspiration of Gode

Jamos! letter was the product of his own OXperionce,
fitted to the particuler necds of the Jowlsh Christimms to
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whom he addressed hls words, Paul's writinge were similarly
influenced by his own forcible experionces, end were words
addressed by a missionary to his nevly won flock, To this
end wo beliovo that our study of the 1life and the work of
these two spostles mst contribute to the definite under-
stonding of the words which they wrote,

lio can eppreciato that the vords of the Eplstle of
James might well be omitted from a OChristian pastor's
messagzo of evangelism to ;l congregation that yearns for the
aszurenco of salvetion and of the forgiveness of sins. The
apostle Paul's epistles are filled with the mission spirit
and ero particularly adaptable to such a purpose, On the
other hond, wo believe that to an established Ohristian
group that is too ofton content to rely upon God's grace
simply to overlook thelr coldness, too often unwilling to
exsreiso the power of God vhich is theirs for the grouwth
and improvement of the Ohristian 1life, too ready to shout
"logalism" vhen the will and commandments of God are
declarcd to them as the requisite frult of a living faith,
the epistle James penned brings & sorely nesded mossege:
that "faith without works is dead."

%e can only marvel at the wisdom of God which ohose
to include in the Saored Text both the Ohrist-centered
evangolism of St. Poul and the inspirod theme of the
sanotified 1ife found in James' account. It is our fervent
prayer that Christian people cverywhere may be led to study
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all tho pronouncomonts of the 3oriptures, that: they may be
fillod not only with theo glory of tho rovoletion of God's
grace cnd of His love for men om eorth, but that they may
be enabled by wisdom ond strength to live as witnosseos to
tholr Savior - 'un living testimoniocs to tho power of the
Christicn falth,

TAll Soripture is glven by inspirption of God, omd is
profitable for dogtrine, for roproof, Hr corroction, for
ins truotion in righteousnosss that the men of God may be
porfoot, thoroughly furnished unto all good works:"

IT Tiamothy 3, 15=17. Throughout the poges of Elns Holy tiord,
tho Lord urges us not to receive such grace in valn,

Dre Fo Plopor, in his eesay on "The Reocmoilistion

of lian vith God," wrotet

The dootrine of free graco ies being abused oven in our
time. leny of our church members, instesd of showing
their gratitude for God's grace by being diligent in
good works, sre lasy end indifferent, - ond still they
confort themsolves with God's grooe, Tt 18 a
aptanic delunione..s This dresdful abuso of God's
grace we certainly mmst combat,

There iz enothor thought, however, that we must also
bear in mind: The pastor and his cong t:on%him-mch
ne thsy mmst pass judguent upon el ther faith or the
unbelief of the iniividual member, do not judge accord-
ins to the foith in tho hoart, - for feith 1s souething
that only God con gee, not the pastor or the congrega-
tion, - but thoy must ineist that all who profess to
have faith furnish proof of their faith by sanctifi-
cation and good works, . Indéed, all Ohristlons always
remain blundorers in senctification and good works,
but this they rendily ackuowledge, and with repentant
hearts thoy not only promise to make amonds, but
actually strive to do so. Isn't 1% true that often the
pastor and the congregation are to bo blaced for the
fault wo oro sposking of, inasmch aa they fa'get to
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insint that all who profess to be Christisns mst
also prove their faith by workstl

We live in an age that is growing incromsingly care-
lees chout ite moral stenderds ond obout its prinoiples of

" right and wrong, Tho lattor days aro oertainly here, in

vhich timo the Lord tells us the world shell grow so very
evil that, 1f 1t were poarible, the very elect ehall
goaraely be aaved., We osn readily see how we mast toach
Chrintlens not only how to find strength and assurcnce
throuzh the Words and promises of God, but also how they
ouzht to livo in God's will snd in Hie way = avoiding that
which 15 ovil snd olinging to that which 1s goods

The Zavior's comuond in Nattlew 28, 80 remsins for His
Church until tho ond of time: "Teach thom to cbsorve all
things, vhatzoover I have commonded you." As Christians
end as Christian pastors, we are challongod by the very
tines in vhioch wo livo to search out the whole counsel of
God and to expound it without fear or favor before all men,

If this study may in eny wny contribute to such e
program, wo thould be vory grateful, Our grateful heart
roadily colmowlodges the contribution thie study haos slready
made to cur own wisdom snd determination to 1ivo end to

preach the whole counsel of God, To Him alonoc be the glorye
P Ph S

lihat is Christisnity? end Other Essays (St. Lonis:
Gmmnm-m'm'__ﬁsahm; A 1535), ppe
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PART I

ANl APPAREET CONFLICT -




OHAPTER I
Al APPARERT GONFLIGT

The major problem that exista in our study of the
eplstlos of Poul ond the Epistle of Jemea senters about the
rolationship of works to tho Christisn faith end to salve=-
tion, Tho problem becomos apparent irmediately when we set
dowvmn the wordes of Jamoe ond the words of Pmul.

Says Jamess

But willt thou know, 0 vain man, that folth without
vorks 1s dosd? ¥as not Abrakam our father justified
by works, when ho had offered Isaso his son upon the
altort Seest thou how felth wrought wilth his works,
nnd by bis works was faith made perfect? And the
Soripture wma fulfilled which seith, Abraham bolisved
God, snd 1t was imputed unto him for righteousnesss
and ho was oalled the Friend of God. Ye ses thon how
that Ey works a man 1s justified, and not by falth

| ]

only
On the othor hemd, Paul writoss

thet shall wo say then that Abrsham, our fathor, as
pertaining to the flosh hath found? For if Abreham
vere justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; btut
not before God. For vhat seith the Seripture?
Aorahen bolicved God, end it wes counted uato him for
rightucusneas, lHov to him that worketh is the rewnrd
not reckonsd of grace, but of debts But to him that
workoth not, but bolieveth on Him that justifieth the
ungodly, his falth 1s counted for rightoousnoase

If wo isolate theae words from their oontoxt and study
them on their face value, we mst conolude that they are

1somes 2, 20-24.

ER::unans 4, 1-6.
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flatly oontredictorys To this Rastings Rashdsll vholo-
heartedly subsoribes, contending that in St., James'! epistle
the Peulinoe dootrine of justificotion by faith is not
meroly ignored, but explicitly contredioted, "All
sophistionl ovasions nobwlthstanding,® he says, "1t is im-
possible to doubt that tho epistle attributed to St. Jomes
is intendod as e protest against the use which was rmado of
1t in cortain ciroles,"

Bible oritioism trsces the origin of such speculation
soncerning the seemingly verying views of Panl and Jamss
back to the early centuries of Ohristianity. The Epiatle
of Jumogs uas ;ndnpted to the concopts of the Judalizmers and
legalliste. 8o, however, were various pasagges from the
lottors of the mpoatle Paul perverted to support the views
of the antinomisns. Thus sn apperent cleavege existod
between the two mspostles, :

The primitive caurch placed tho Epistle of James some-
timos along tho antil » and somtimes even smong the
notha, In the Fourth Oentury its suthority inoreased end
the Council of Carthege (3907 A.D.) promounced 1t cononicale

This did not settle the gquestion of its ruthenticity; ond at

Svphe Tdea of Atonement in Theology ted by Theo.

Diorks in Heconoiliation gnd stification (3t. Loulss
Concordia Fu "%Tlﬁﬁs—ﬁse. %553 De 5"
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the poriod of the Reformation, both its smthenticity ond
i1ts roliglous toamching wore attacked by Erasmis and
Cajotan (in the Homan Catholic Church), by Lucar (in tho
Greck church), and by Luther, In each case the gquestion
of tho pos=ible confliat betwean Poml and Jomos ontered
into the ctmsl:lrlm."ai;l.on.4

Je Gresham liuchen rofers to the problem of the
apparont conflict betweon Paul and James as "an ancient
Bibliocael difficulty” eand aimits that if certain passages
are lifted from tholr context "a contradiotion could
ascargoly seem to be wore uomy:l.ete.'a

Tho Romen Jatholic Church as such has novor deniod the
suthonticity of 3t, Jamos' Epistle. Nor has 1t ever de-
oclarod 1tself concerning the seeming differonco between the
above quoted posaszes. It, howovor, has from an early date
confused the issuo by its theological mix-up of Lavw ond
Gospel. In ouch articlos as "Faith Alone Ho Guaraentee of
Solvation"® end "Is Justification By Faith Alcue? (Subhesds

Performance of Good Giorke also Roguired by God) w? the

%mhe International olopedia (Now Yorks Dodd, Heod &
Co., 1B%8), Vol. VIII, Jomes,

Sohat 1s Palthe (Now Yoriks Usolillen Go., 1936), pe 1UOs

0ur Sundey Vieltor, June 24, 1848, Religious Sectlion,
P. 1. .—-l-l e

Tour sundey Visitor, July 1, 1045, Religious Secticn,
P. 1. SRR [ty
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Homenists stlll edvocates ites age-old folse doctrine., That
tho Roman Church from an enrly date sdvocated "work-
rightcononess” is ovident from the following decreess

If ony ono says that mon are justificd elither by the
gole imputation of the justioe of OChrist or by tho
e0lo remission of sins, to the exclusion of the graco
and the charity vhich is poured forth in thelir hoarts
by tho Holy Ghost and is inhorent in them; or ovon
that tho grace vhoreby we aro justified is only the
favor of lGod: let him be accursed.

If any ona salth that justifyinzg foith 1s nothing else
but confideonce in the divino isrey, which rcmits cins
for Ohrist's sako, or that this oconfidenco alone is
that vhereby ve cre justificd: lot him be Boou:med.
(Council of Trent, soss. VI, onn. 11, 12,)

Dr, Lartin Luther's earmeat robollion ag-inst this
falco dootrino givos the clue to his attitude toward Jamos,
Having found and rojoiced in the freedom outlined in the
opiatles of Paul, Luther became bewildored when he vieved
the Bplstlo of Juies. He subsaquently wroto thet the Eplstle
of James is

A T N

Abrahen vas justified by his works, in that he offered

Beachons in Haasns fv, thet Abfoben ves justifisd

without works, by falth alone, beforo he osrered his
son, end proves it by lioses in Geneals XV,

Gyol St. Louis: Concordia Pub-
HBM), 2 :r ﬂ.nﬂgﬂta of." Pe 885,

9 Editicn
orks of kartin Luther, The Philsdelphia
(Philedolphiar Euklonberg Fross, 1632), Vole &, pe 478
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Salvation by grace through faith waa the keynote of
Luther's preaching. He wans repclled by the thought that
works could in any way conbtribute to salvation, From this
rejcction of good wori, papists draw the inference that
Luther nust h ave been a wicked man because he taught that
to got to heavon, man should only believe snd need not do
any good woriks, However Luther teaught.that those who would
be ssved must have a falth "that produces love spontenecusly
and ie fruitful in good works.“1QButher spoke of the inwsrd
mon and of the righteousness.of faith "which needs neither
laws nor good works, nay, is rether injured by them, 1f a
man trusts that he is juatified by them."llBut he slso
spoke of the outward man, saying that he will follow after
righteouscness,

low let us turn to the second part, to the outward man.

flore we shell enawer all those who, misled by the word

"faith" and by all that hes beon said, now say:s "If

faith does 21l things end is alone sufficient unto

righteousness, why then are good works comamanded? W

will take our ease and do no works, and be content

with faith.¥ I answer, Hot so, yc¢ wlicked men, not s0.12

Luther then goes on to explain how good works demonstrate |

the fullness of faith,

10g, P, W, lYalther, Low and Gospel (8t. Louis:
Concordia Publishing Fouse, 19:70), Ps 210

1l pks of Nertin Luther, The Philadelphia Edition,

Vol. 2, p. 527

12rb1d,, p. 328 £f.
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Luther's bitterness againat the dlsciples of work
righteouaness, however, explaing to a great axtont his views
conocerning James. Uhen he assalled the suthority of Jemeg
the first time, in tho Lelipsig Resolutionos, he declared
that "tho style of that oplstle is far bDenonth apostolic
dignity, ond by no means to be compared with that of rm."s
It 1= eignifioant that at the seue time Luthor throws up to
his opponents tho faot that they =11 hang on to this seme
authority, in opposl tlon to nll tho rest of 2eripture,

Froz those words it wonld appear that the words of James

hcd been lmrled ageinst Luther repeatedly by hie paplstiocsl
opponents, and that for this reason Luther rebellcd ogalnst
tho cenonical suthority of the books It wos not spparent

to Luthor why Janos should write in so different a tone from
tho apostle Poule.

In his genercl view toward Jemos, Luther never chenged,
According to the Tischreden, Luther bound himself to put his
cap upon the hend of sny mon vho could harmonige tha doc-
trine of Jares on the subjcot of justification with that ‘of
Poul.léYet at the same time, even in the Preface of A.D.
1682, Luther ssys:"I Preise it ond hold it a good book, be-
couso 1t sets up no dootrine of men and lays great stress

13Juline Kooetlin of I.uthor (Fhiladelphia
Iatheran Publications éo-ur.“_-ﬂ ) p- S28.

141p4d., Vole IZ; De 247

PN el AR il 1

B ——
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upon Godts lavees" und concludos the Preface with theso
vordes

%hereforo, I cannot put him smong the chiof books,

I would not thereby prevent onyone from

putting hiam where he ploases snd ostimating hinm £ he

pleasce; for thers are many good sayings in him,

Actually, the baokground of legalistic training and
tho romarikoble transformation that ovidenced itself in him
as n roault of his dlscovery of God's free grnoe incvitably
led Luther to conform olosoly to the teaching end tho
proaching of the apostle Paul. For to a large degres the
influcnces in Peul's carly 1lifo paralleled the leter history
of !Martin Lutheor., %that Pharasalsa was to the npoatle Psul,
Catholic docotrine was to Luther, Both lmev the horshness of
tho Lavj both loarnod the nweotmesz of tho pure Gospol oall.
In nddition both of them hod ever to be on gucrd ageinst
any poseibility of misleading their oonverts concerning the
fullnosa of God's grace, Peul mmong his Gentilo ocnverts
end Luthor cmong tho followers of the Roformation message,
both dealt and spoke to those vho had "need of milk, and
not of strong moat."

B b B surong ases

belongsth to them that are.of full age, even thoss who
b;lroa.am of uso hn!‘o; thelr sennon exo;.'c!.nod to discern

both good end evil,

r

16 1
tiorks of iartin Luther, The Philadolphia Edltion,
Vols &, ppe 7, €70,

1yebrews 5, 12-14.

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LEBRARY
CONGORMA SERIINARY
ST. LOUIS, MQ.

St

e AU
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Both Poul =nd Luthor had reason to fear that tho rocont
converte to vhom they minintored might not be asble to
distinguish betwoon that rizhteousnecs vhich is of the
flesh, vhich iz an cbhomlnation in the sight of God, and
that rightoousness tvhich 1ls ancoounted worthy beforc God as
thoe fruit of foithe As we shall seo lator in this study,
tho apostle Panl found 1t mocossary to warn his reandors
ngninzt tho dangers of dead orthodoxy. Luther and his
sugcassoras in tho Reforantion mowoment slso found that
many of their followers were temptod to turn liberty into
licensa, nnd nlso had to speak out concerning the neceasity
of rightoous living as the mork of n Christian 1life.

The proble: of tho exposition of Justification is not,
howover, the only point on vhich the Eplstle of James and
tho works of Paul are said to vary. Other difficulties
that havo been cifod inoludo tho .aponuel supposedly vary-
ing concepts of sin, tholr descoription of God, end the lack
of omphesis regarding Christ in the epistle James wrote as
compared to the Christ-centerod exposition of doctrino
ponned by Paul. .

On those points, as we shall find in this thesis, the
difference 1loz not so much in the words that ere exprossed
by the npostles, but rather in the scope of the writings of
Ponl a3 comparcd vith Jamos., Differences of bolief and
differoncos in thoology botween the tro are unjustly
adduced frea vhat is left unsald,
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A thorough underztanding of the harmony that exists
botveen Pml axl Jemes oan be achisved only by a broed
study of thelr reapective writinzae A limited view might
gecn %o indicate a confllet betwoon the tio, Thic theais
will, thoreforo, axplore not only the words of the
apostles, btut the backzround of the suthors and the
purposo ond scope of thelr work in so far as these factors
influcnced tho content of thelr respective texts, Such a
study oannot tut roflect the complementary charaoter of
the epistlez of Peul and that of Jamee. °



PART II

THE AUTRORS

In vhich wo oonsider their life, partiocularly as it
ghepod the mothod and tho content of their uriting, their
vork, and the purpoae of tholr epistles,




L.

CHAPTER IIX
JAHE3, THE SNEFDERD OF THE JRWS

At we havo sald, in order properly to undorstand and
Intorprat tho Eplstle of James, it is important to study
the identlity of its outhor, cnd some of the detalls of the
time and clrcuaatonoes under which he wroto the lottor,
Vory little ocmn be said positively concerning tho identity
of thiz Jomes, IHis only refersnos to his own paraon
throushout the opistleo 1s found in the grooting, vhore he
identiflion himsolf as "James, o servent of God and of the
Lord Jesus Ohrist,"> Tho remaining faots mst bo assombled
from tho mumercuc roferences to various James' in the Rew
Tostement snd from the interpretation of the early
Christian fethors,

Two schoola of thought have arison on the polnt of the
identity of Jumes. Both schools immodiately oxclude froa
considaration Jamos the El¢er, one of the Twelve, beocause
he bad been slaln by Hama.a The ono school of critica
identifies the suthor of the Epiatle of Jamos vl th Jamos
tho Loszs, tho son of Alphaeus, also one of the Lord's
disciploe., The chief rosson for their emphaois on thils

1Je.ma 1, 1.

Zacts 12, 2.
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point secms to spring from their dosire to eatsblish the
csnonicity of this epiatle, Tho second school identifies
this Jamss as one of the "Brethren of Jeaus."® This
school holde thet thoe author waz comverted aftsr Joesus'
resurrection and became a loader emong the Christiens st
Jerusaleom, oeven though he never became esn apoaﬂ.e.‘
iftor revigwing the various arzuments in favor of
these two vicwz, wo are Inclinod to accept the conclusion
of Dr, %. Arndt that James the Leoss and James, the brother

5 This oconclusion was

of Jesuz, nre ono and tho same person.
firat otated (in wrlitings vhich are extent) by Jerome in
tho fourth contury, and vas later accepted by St.
Au,;.:,uutj.m-‘s

Our consclusion that Jamon, the writor of tho epistle,
is the samo James vho is called the brother of Christ emd
1is algo one of Jesua' disciples is based ugon a numbor of
eonsidorntionss

1) The expression "brothren of Jemus" does not

negesaarlly imply a uterine m:l.al_sl.onshlp. It 1s frequently

Syatthow 13, 55-56; Merk 8, 3.

. %)rthur G, LoGiffert, The Apostolic Age (New York:
Chas, Soribnor and Scms, 1699), P .

Tostement (St. Louiss
sonco, JiEisduotion to the fou Zostment (24, Lesini

Joames.

S the Bible (Philedelphins
John Devia, Dictionary Of w9
Wostminster r:-ea:.—g:ﬁ:. 5 r'airm of Jesus,"
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used in this period to denote counins, or other close
re:l.nuven." Jomes the Loss, the son of Alphseus, may well
have held this relationship to Christ., His mother is
referred to in the Soripture as Hary, the wife of Olopas,®
vho has freguently auoo!.ate_d vith tho mother of Jesus and
seeams to have borno a olose reiatl.onau.p to here, In
John 19, 26 ahe is galled Jesus! motherts 81“1‘.9 The
feot that liery should hore bo c2lled the wife of Clopes
ond the wife of Alphaeus ontalls no difficulty. The t-o
noios, Alphaens snd Olopas, are derived from the samo
Hobrow ond Aramplc original. In his Lexicon, Thayer says
of Alphaocus:

lle sooms to bo the same po:'-aon«m in John 19, 25

(cf. Hatthew 27, 53p lori 156, 40) is oellod KAwwnds

aftor a different pronmunolation of the Hebrew “obmn

nceerding to wvhich w1 was chnngﬂoto K, a8 IO

<o , II Chronicles 30,

£) The faot that Jemes was a cousin of Christ (end
not g true brothor) would elso help to explain the peculiar-
1ty that Jesus committed His mother into the care of Eis

11
discipls John vhen Ho hung suspondod on the cross,. If

o g Lot BRI 0 e
omcamTIQ'SI). De (]
8yntther 27, B3. OFf, also Hark 15, 403 Luke 24, 10.
S0ompere Matthew 27, 653 ¥ark 15, 40.
10p, ¢, . Lencki, op. Sit., pe 617 f%

llronn 19, 23-27.
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Jemee hed been a uterine brother, it would definitely have
beon his rosponsibllity to care for his mother Nary, But
bogause of the close spiritual bond that existed between
Jesus and John, and sinco Jemoes! own mothor was still
living, 1t 1s understandable that Jesus vould entrust His
mother to the care of Johm,.

3) It 1s charged by those who claim that James the
Just vas the brother of the Lord that Jamos was converted
aftor Jesus® resun-ecti.m.m In tbls conmnection it is
interesting to study the passecgo in the apooryphal Gospel
according to the Hebrews, vhich seems to indicate that
Jamee hed accopted Christ bero.ra the Savioris death and
resurrostion. Jems 1s sald to have sworn that "he would
not eat breed from that hour qua biberat calicem Domini,
until he should see Him rising from the dead."l® schafe
usos thie passage to demonstrate James! plety even before
his convorsion., He, however, changes the reading “Domini®
to "Dominuas” end spplies the words "gqua biberat calicem
Dominus,™ to the Lord's drinking of the cup of His Passion.
Schaff sdmits, however, that if the earlier reading (Domini)
is correct, the writer of this Gospel definitely indicated

18pni131 ohn.:l.':!' of the Ohristian Church
(o sorbilip sehaff, History of o O Velors p. Ba4 £,
lsIbill.. Do 2566,




-1l4 =

that James had partsken of tho Lord!s Supper on the nizht
before tho Savior'!s deoath, and that he was already a bo-
liever and, undoubtedly, an spostle. If we amccept James
the Just t© bo James, the disciplo of the Lord, this
passago holds no difficultiea, In el ther instanco, it
would appear that James here gave evidence of his folth,

‘Cortoinly therc would be no renzon for an unbolisver or

scoffer to mako such a seriocus onth,

Although this Gospel according to the Hebrews cammot
be considored as abgsolute proof, lacking t.lto authority of
the Soripture itself, yet 1t mst be accoried respect
bocause of it being one of the ocldest and, by fer, the
least fabulous of tho apooryphal writings.

4) The chief difficulty in sdopting snd upholding the

position which wo have stated is that aftor the Lord had
osllod Jomes the Less into the discipleship, Soripture
montions that Jesus' brethren bnd not accepted Him na the
promlaed dNessish.l? Hovevor neither instsmce in which the
Soripture records this faot gives the nmss of the

"hrathren" thus cited. Since it was customary in that day

to apply the term "brothren® also to a wider relationship,
1t 1o not necessary to hold that ,Ima wae among these
brethron of the Lord who rojocted Ohrist's Measiahship.

130nn 7, 53 derk &, 31 compared with I, Zle
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5) Tho faot that James wes.cme of the twelve apostles
as well as & cloze relative of Ohriant, according %to.the
flosh, would noleo help to explein James?! immediste
ascandancy to a place of authority in the Jerusalom church,
and tho faot that the Lord's disciple Petor held James as
an equu:l..m An agceptonco of Jemss as ono of the twalve .
would also simplify the interpretation of reul's woxrdss
"Other of the apostles saw I nons, save James, the brother
of the Lord."® It womla cortainly seom that the apostle
Fanl was hero referring to James as one of Ohristle
immedinstely ohocon ones, for ns suoch, it sppears, isul
honors hlm.

Although wo accept this posltion, we do not claim that
it oan be positively proved to the satisfactlion of all.
The idontity of Jomes hos beon a queasiion throughout the
centuriss, and will certainly not be esteblished conclusive-
ly now unlesa new dnta is discovered on the msibject. How-
ever, to us the evidence here givon is as conclusive es &ny
othor possibilitica that may have been presented., On these
grounds wo huve endeavored to roconstruct the background of
James' 1ife and to study its influenoce upon his inspired
writing.

The story of Jemes' life may be dramm in part from the

15)0ts 12, 17,
13gg1atisns 1, 19.

N T 1% -t
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reforencos medo to him in the Jeripturo snd in pert from
tho pioture of the gonerally provailing conditions of his
dny. Lonaki suggects that James end his family livod with
iery, the mothor of Josus. The fast that Joseph iz not
montioned in Jesua'! later life might indlcate thet hs no
longer lived. Thils would auggest the pos=ibllity that the
two Mary's imede their homo togsther.:?’ At least it sooms
apparent from the Gospel text that these two familiss were
clozoly asroglatcd. Thus James nnd his brothors grew up
in cloze contact with Jesus, That the boy Savior meade a
great imprsszion upon theso children during their early
1life oennot be doubted, Already hore James undoubtedly
devcloped o great affection and sdmiration for Jesus.
Concerains Jaues' oarly lifo ond hie education we have
no knowledge. 3dince in this study it 1s our purpo=o to show
tho influonce of hie background upon the atyle and the
mothod of James' presentation, the following expresalon by
Edersheim might be considered irrelevant, but it casts as
moh 1izht aos any source upon the training of tae apoctle,
I e ho hotatie of Ste James, thab
his religlous vieus had originslly been cast in the
mould of Shammel, OCortainly, there is nothing of

tho Nillelite direction avout it, but =ll to romind
ues of the earnestness, direstnoss, vigour, ond

17R, . He Lenski, Ope __t_l’ Pe -515.



- 17 =
rigour of Shemmalel®
Fithout n doubt Jomos was raised in the 0ld Testsment
Hobrow phllosophy. Ee was a child of his times,

The erucinl period of Jamos' background, hovover,
would soem to conter during the poriod of his disoipleship
undor Christ end hie subsequont oclevation to lonmdership in
tho Chmroh at Jorusnlem, Jowos was called with the other
disciples eurly in Jopua! ml.n!.stry.“ lidth them he was in-
structod by tho Savior witn divino core, At tho samo time
ho wns on &yo witneas of Jesus'! vwonderful vorks and on ear-
witnoesa of His mighty discourses on variod topics. Like
the other disolplos, Jumes vas moved to falth in Christ's
divine nature ond mission by Jeaus! ml.nlsl:ry.m but he diad
not understand the full glory of Jesus'! Viord and work until
Mia murrooum.m'

Tho fact thet Jamos was a dliscliple of tho Lord and
olosocly rolated to Him bespeaks sn intimate rolationship
botucon the two. This relationship was underscored by
spocial revelation of Ohrist after Nis resurrection to

this some James, a fact vhich was noted undoubtedly by

1831 frod Edersholm nnd *l'.l.men of Josus tho
lessish (Grand Kapldss L, IIching Compeny,
)Js VOole I, pe 261,

lsﬂﬂtm 10. 1-4.
“Oiatthow 16, 163 Johm 6, 66 Lo
8L30tthoy 16, 21 £f,, Luke 18, 31 £f., 24, 25ff., 44 ff,
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othors ez well as by l'a'n]..gﬁ

Tie bolieve the author of the epistle apsumss in his
renders both o Imowledge of his identity and a recognition
of his closenoss to the Savior (both in relationship end
in thought), beginning his letter with the bricf but
significant wordss “James, o morvant of God and of the
rord Jesus Christ."’> This, then, explains James! failure
to ropeat the many Gospel promises in his epistlo and his
oalsnion of referoncos to the person end 1ifeo of the Savior,
He asoumod that his readers would umierstand his words on
the basins of thelr Gospel foith oand that tney would inter-
prot them in the lizht of the suthorts identity ond his
devotion to the Ohristian camse nnd the Ohristian life,

Haturally the content and the tone of Jamea' letter
_vac shaped also by his office in the iew Teatament Church,
That Jamez was & loyal believer in Jesus' Keoaslaehship is
testified by his presonce with the believars in Acts 1, lé.
As enrls_' 88 .44 A.D., Jamez assumed a position of prominence
in the Church at .)‘e:-usa:l.em.ﬁdl khen Paul sppesred before
the Council at Jerusslem in B0 A.D., he recognized Jumes

as ono of the pillars of the clmmh.% fhe acocount of the

221 gorinthians 15, 7e
Z37omes 1, le

“4iots 12, 17
“Byalations, 2, 9.
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Counocll npp=rently indioaten that Jemes wvme the prasiding
officor at the ¢:«ml.'oz'cﬂ'n:e.aa Again aftor his third mission-
ary Journoy, Prul roported formelly to James in .Temaa:l.en.w
Hogeslppus, olted by Fusobius, asquainte us with the
fsot that James, vho obtained the surname of tho Just,
govoranoi the clmroch of Joroalem along with tho other
apoatlos.s IEnsoblus adds that Joames wno the first to hold
tho episcopato of Jerusnlen (Jerome says for 30 yonra):
and both he and Josephus give an acocount of his xum'i:;r:l.':l.nm.88
Ooncerning the character of Jemes during this poriod this
some Christlian historien, Hegosippus, who wroto about 170
BeDe, 18 thus quotod by Eusebiuss
Ilo alono waa allowed to enter the sancturry (of the
prieats)., Ho nover wore woolen, but linen garmentas,
e wae 1n the hablit of entering the temple alone,
ond was often found u his kneoes, end interceding
for ths forgivenosa of his poople... and indeod, on
ocoount oggh!.s oxceeding groat plety, he was cn:l.lad
the Juet,
The Talmud councura: "James was so ominent among tho Jows
that thoy deslgneted him % be a mighty mon (or, a lesder

of tha pooplo) "0 summarising the treditionnl views of

23a0tn 15, 18 £f.
2720ts 21, 18,
28pno popular and c:-:l.t:l.ual Bible clopedin (mnnso
Tho now-ﬂ-gg ance 0., L010), James, &sglo of, pe 90
395 L. Hovman, Flatorical Evidonce of the
Tostament (Hew Yori: Easton end Nains, 1908), e e as-324.
solbid.' Pe GR4e
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James,; Dre Fhillp Schaff writoss

Logonds gather around tho werory of groct men and

o T for osmien R e a7 e

the James'! logonds is that of a loyal, =oslous,

e R e g R

Pn:d affoctlion of cll arocund I':m.y-

Thus agalin tho idontity of tho author of the Epistle
of Jamos lends understanding to the words ho hes pinnod,
fils porsonal oheradster and his gposition of reaponzlbllity
and loadorship numong Jowiash Chriztians cortainly entitlsd
him to vwrito words of adnonltlon and advico without agquivo-
cation. Ho speaits as o fathor to childron, Gaitdng for
grented that thoy remecbar psst instruction and counsel,
and proceeds with the dofinition of those rules for practice
which arc the esaentinl mark of -the Ohristion lifa.

Finally, the Epintle of Jesmes must be recd cnd evilu-
atod on tho basis of the-circumstances of 1ts writings, the

nature of its resdors, end the conditions oxisting in the

world nnd in Palestine at the time of ltes suthorship. There

scems to be no roeson to doubt that Jamos cddrossed his
eplatle to Christians of Joulsh extraction, He rofors to
them as Mthe twelvo trives which sre soattered sbrogd.”®"
Verious critics ngroe that the lettsr was nddressed

319.2. _o_i_tug Phe 256-59.
S87ames 1, 1.
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partiocularly to Jowish Ohristisns who lived outaide of
Falestine, and especinlly outszide of Jeruznlem and Judea.
John Sohaller, in his introduction to the books of the
Blble, molss the point that Jnmes "is certninly specking
to Chrlstirns belonging to well-ostablizhed chmrohes.”>2
Of thoce thero wore meny thouundu,u vko wers expoced to (
neny trials of tholr falth, a feot vhioch imposod upon i
thom the nocoacity of stendfostnesds and of pntient en-
duronco in the Way of Life. Tho letter undoubtedly was
wvritton fron Jerasalom, ot that time the cenbor of
ghristicnitye. That is attested to by Dr, Schaff, vho
pointe out:

Tho Chrletian goamunities appear not as churashes,

but es synazgogues, consisting mostly of poor

peopls, opproseod ond perascuted by the rich and

poworful Jews., There is no trace of Gentilo

Christlons or of any controversy betveen them

snd Jowlsh Christians. Tho eplistle wae perhaps

z compenion to the original Gospel of lintthow for

tho Hobrows ns the first epistle of John was such

o comppnion to his Gospels It is probably 2

oldast of the opistles of the Now Tostement.
Thoe lattor statemont wo accopt despite the faot that 1t 1s
challonzed by other historians and oritics, who seo in

Jemoe! Epistle allusions to various of Paul's

53ynme Book of Booka (St. Louls: Comcordia Fublishing
Tlouse, 1924), p. 250,
Snota 21, 29

5%0p. oit., pe 270
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writings.>® They place the time of writing sometime in

the 60'3.57

As has been sald, tho times in vhich James lived and

Guring vhich he wrote wore days of unrest, days that
threatened an ominous future, The nowly grounded faith of
the Jowlsh Ohristians was to be seversly tried, On the
other hend, these vwere days for the Jewish Ohristiaons of
onjoyment of their nevly found liberty from meny of the
restraints of the Losaloc law., The danger was ever present
thot the Jewish Christisns would abuse thelr new-found
1liborty and turn it into liconse to commit all menner of
ovilz, Fuman nature was no different then then now, snd 1t
would swing ocaslly as 2 pendulum from extreme to extreme,
Hay wo not ndduco that some of the strength of the Judalszers
lay in this very fact that they could point out instanccs of
"extremisz® in the lives of the Ohristians? To such a group
the epostle Jomos might well address such words regarding the
sanctified life as ore recorded in his epistle, Taking for
grented thelr knowledge that "A good tree cannot bring forth
evil fruit, nelther can & corrupt tree bring forth good
£ruit,"58 Jsmes mizht well speak admonishingly to thom of

- oo

55gompa g2, 6 and I
C re Jomes 1, 12 and 2 Timothy 4, 83
Corinthians 1, 253 and'upeoh:l.l:' 4, 6 and Guatiu B, 17,

577ohn Schaller, ope. olte, Pe 281e
S8atthen 7, 17,
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the fruits of faith without terming them so, simply hail-
ing thex as tho ncceacury manifostations of a living faith,%®
This, then, 1ls the baokground of James! life and of his
epistlo vhich we must consider as we study his inspired
words ond search out tholr divine trutha, Even as God led
and inapired 3t. Panl to dofino the principals of Christ's
tesching through his eplsatles to Ohristions, Gontlle as well
es Jew, 80 tho Lord inspircd the agpoctle Jemes to innoribe
theso words in His Eoly Book ss an admonition not only to
Jowlah Christians of his day, but to Christians of evory
ego who are tompted by Santan, the world, and tnelr own
flesh to trenslate Christisn liberty into llconse, to live
a lifo dovoid of consooration and of Christimn piety.

%95 am0s 2, 17 ££.
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OHAPTER IIX
PAUL, MISSIOHARY TO THE GENTILES

Uhon wo have viewed the 1ife and tho position in the
Ohurch thet shapod the wrlting of St, Jaies, we carmot
but seoo the troumendous sontrast as we atudy tho baokground
and the purposo of the opistles of 8t, paul,

Comparsd to tho inadoquate record of Jamoa! 1ifec atill
oxtant, thore-is ¢ woslth of material concerning St. Faul's
1ifo ond his spiritunl devolopuent. Any brevity that is
horein apnarent in rogerd to Poul's 1life and work is due
not to a propor esteem of its importance in tho shaping of
his exposition of Christian doctrine, tut rathor it 1a due
to a dosire not to oloborate on any subject that is so woll-
known ond unmieratood that it requires no specisl emphosis,

Peul summerises hies lifo-history as Saul of Tersus
(to the time of hin conversion) in these worda:

Circumcised tho eighth day, of the atock of Israel,

of tho tribe of Benjomin, a iiobrew of the Hebrews,

az touching the law, a rhariseej concerning =eal,

e ottt T hlasaiwenst T

[ ]

Particularly significont in Prul's background was his

experience se ¢ studont of religion and theology in Jeru-

salom under Gamaliel, who ropresented Pharasaismm at its

lpnilipplans 3, B-5.
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bost.” Faul undoubtedly roceived the finest instruotion
possible in tho religious education of the Hebrew poople.
He learnod to lmow the Low fram the more spiritual and
more sympathotlc side. Although Pharasalsm in Christian
eirclos iz nlways considorod in an evil light in view of
the Pharisees' rejection of Christ, tho order was considered
outstonding in its day,

Eight of the outstanding charasteristios of the
party of tho Phericeon as we gee them today wores

1. They oonstituted the mmcleus of the religiocus
and acodemic aristooracy. .

2. They taught that the soul is immortel. Hence
there ls a resurrection from the dead, and a future
revard and punishuent,

de They boelisved in the existence of sngels ond
spirits, good and bad,

4, They wore predoatinerians almost to the verge of
fatollsm, Yot they asserted that mam has a freo will
and that ho 1s norslly responsible,

6o They coordinated the Oral Law (Tredition) asmd
the tritten Law (014 Testament) as joint rules of
folth and practice.

S¢ Theay ficd traditional Judaism and rade 1% |
the basls a vast system of minute laws vhich were
to rogulnte all 1lifo in Isreel, lan waa reduced to
2 logal machinery,

7« They tried to gain salvation by works, This
externalized Al s religious ond moral life.

l8. They confined their aotivitios mostly to the

2)ots 22, 3.



nymsoalg. They wero atrong religious ond political
lordora.

Tho young Saul undoubtedly showed tho same personal
charactoristlios thot marked the later Paul, Intellectuslly
he wes highly gifted and o dosp thinker, He boonmo ardently
dovoted to a cmmuse onco he had made it his own. HRis will
power wan enormous. These vory characteristics vhioh later
20 cbotted his minlstry evidently ceaused him doep conscern
ond unhnppinesa during the poriocd of his Fharalseical troin-
ing. 0o wos extromely =erlous for the Law, but his ox-
poricnoce with 1t, insteed of bringing him rich satisfaction,
lof't him restleas, impotont, and conscience stricken., For
o xsn consuzod by intense zeal and marked by ascuto moral
insight, 1iving "in oll good ocnsclence® in the Law, this
failuro of his faith to bring him peacoc ond contentuent
mst havo beon o tragedy. His own disheortening battle
with the Law iz almost universally rocognizod in Romans 7.
The Low, which was hia standard of high practice end from
which he expocted salvation, galled his freedom, ccavicted

hias innocence, quenched his power, ond donied him peace.

Although he kept the Law meticulously with Fharasalcel -
ardor, he could not schieve the feeling of fellowship wvith

SLars P. Qualben, A Misto or the gh_li_m_ an Qiurch
(Row York: Thomes ﬂoﬂm
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Gode The Law hed made him its slave,?

At tho samoe time tho essential fentures of Pharnsairm
asserted thomsolvos in Paml's mind ond 1ifeo - the dogmatic
easurnnce that tho trodltions of the fathers was the whole
truth and that it was folly to expeot sny new revelation,
1ts extornalizing of o man's duty touard God, its mnnifest
glorying in gocd worke, and 1ts legallztic hardness - these
things gripped the young Soul, threatening the very life of
his soul.® Thus Pawl could later both preach ond write of
the tro dangers inhorent in work-rightecusness: Callousness
and despalr,

Such n mon tho Lord chose as His ambaszedor to the
Gontile nations, Smul, the Pharises, the spectator at
Stephon's doath, tho porsocutor of the Church, beceme Poul,
the chosen vessol of the Lord., The choice was in asccord
with divine wisdon = oxoesllemts Who in the Jewlsh nation
oould botter understend eand battle the logalism end the
vori righteousness of the Gentile peoples than Paul, trained
in logelistic ways, experienced in the futillty of sooking
peace am aclvetion throuzh the Law or through works?

Having soan the hend of God and having heard Eis voloe
on tho rood to Demascus, Poul bost sumanrized the exporiance

Y0hocter Worren Quimby, Pl for Everyome (New Yorks The
Nooliillon Co., 1944), pe 11=-14s

5 and
Inmes S, Stewart, A Men in Christ (Now York: Harpor
Brothors Publishers, no date given), De S8
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of his converslon in his lotter to the Oorinthisns: "God
who commanded the 1light to shine out of darknesz, hath
chined in our heorts, to give the light of the knowledge
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Ohrist,"® paul
likoned his uniguo ezxporience to the groat "Let there be
1ight" of creation's daxm, Vithout a doubt his conversion
uns by f£ar tho most lmportant ond formatlve experisnce of
paults 1ife, AN T« Robertson says:

All sorts of theories have been andvenced to oxplain

away the inovitable mesning of the whole story

that Foul cow tho rison Jesus and hoerd His voloe,

flo opileptic fit, no sunstroke, no swoon, no flash

of lighining can explein what ococurred. The caroer

of Soal as porseoutor 1s stopped, and at once. o

poascible motive for a voluntary changoe on Saults

part can be impgined, FRe was solzed upon by Jesus,

%0 whom he surrondorod on the spot, and his whole

1ife turmmed anbout in exsotly tho gmal.te d:lrest:l.on.

It is an epoch in tho history of stianity.

Throughout his 1life Prul marvellel at the great meroy
end lovo that God showed him in eleoting end ocalling bim to
bo mwbored with the apostolic missionarios.

But tho mark thst chiofly influenced Prul's minlatry
was his confidenco thet the Gospel he preached was direct
from God, In His omn divine wiadom and according to Iils
own divine way, the Lord chose to doclare the Gospel truths

to Paul not through huuen messengers, but directly. Poul

811 Qorinthions 4, 6

75- T,- Robortson, Studies in the Mew Testament
(Nashviller Sunday Sohool Booyd Scuthern Baptist vonventlon,
1015) , Pe 1864,
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‘himself testifies to this fact in Gelatlens 1, 11 - 10

But I cortify you, brethren, that the Gospel which
was preachod of ne 1s not or ment for I neither
rocolvod 1t of mem, noither wme I tauzht 1t, tmt

by tihe revelation of Jesus Ohrist,

For yo have heard of my conversation in time past

in the Jewa'! religion, how that beyond moasure I
peraccutod the Church of God, and wastod 1ts and

profited in the Joewa'! religion sbove meny my equals

in mine om nation, being mors oxsccedingly zealous

of the truditiona of my fathors.

Eut vhen 1t plcased God, who sopurated me from ny

mothor!s wonb, and called me by His graece, to revesl

His son in me, that I might preach Hin the

honthens imzedlately I conferred not with flesh

rnd blood3 nelther went I up to Jerusalem to them

vhich were apostlos beforo me; but I went into

Arebla, cnd returnsd again unto Demascus,

Then aftor threo yeers I wont H t0 Jerusalen to

zoo retor, and chode with him fifteen days, But

othor of tha apostlos saw I nono, save Jawez the

Lord'e brother,

Faul wos o mon of voloonic emotions, Ve ocon only
fuegine as the full glory of the Gospel was poured into his
hoart how he rezcted to the mamory of his forasr oroeod.
Oertainly his now knowledgo of the love of God and tho
porfect liborty of God's children mst heve filled him with
detormination to brenk in the hesrts of others tho power of
the Law and the legalistic faith of works, Psul did not
discard tho Law, for he recognised that 1t hod something
noble in it, 5o saw, however, 1ts powerlossness to Savo.
fle sav as ons of ita funotlons the revelation of sinj he
sow though, too, thabt the Lew actaslly promoted sin in

the rebellicus luman hesrt. He saw the Law o8 o tomporary
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oxpod!.ontsa he saw as 1ts purpose to prepare the way for
the canlng of the Christion mvelntl.m.o Steuwart saya:s

Hence Pmulltes working policy was not first e *
oourse of the Law and then a courae of
Christianity - but Ohristianity atraight avay

for overy men. Nothing could be more explicit
than the clecr-cut altornatives presentod to the
Galations: either the lew, or Christ - you cannot
havo both, A Ohristienity oramped in ita motion
by tha accoutremcnts of legaliem vas as little
£it to fece tho world as David in Smul's armour
was fit to faco Golinth, And any Christionity
whlch pattormed itsolf after the law was virtually
doenying tho finallty of Josus,.. '0f 0ll the stars,!
says Holtzmonn, 'vhich fell to earth in the mighty
firmcmont-sheking exporicmo of Paul's conversion
tho law wes tho grontest,! Uhnt need wos thesa oi'
atars, vhen the full noonday glory hed cometl

Without o doubt Poul's experience under the Low and the
pattern of legnllzm in his youth centributed in great
meazuro to his intenso fecling .agu:l.nst work-rightoousneas,
In ecddition to his porsonel expericnce a8 o men in
gearch of snlvnt;:!.on, 1t was his work as & miszionary that
gave content to his thought, Peul's proaching end his
epistles wero delivercd by a missionary., He had to spoak
and writo to tie needs of the psople. The roligion of the
law hod feilod vhen he put it to the test in his own lifa,
The religion of the Gospel met the teat when he took 1t
into the Romen vorld, It is matural, then, that Paul in

83alatians 3, 17 ££,
SJames 3, Stewort, ope Glte; pe 108LLe
191bia., p. 116,
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hle epistles would stross the Goepel truths of grace and
morcy and falth and sclvation, for he was addressing
"new-born babes” who required "the sincere milk of the
Yord® that they "might grow hhmby.'u' Harrie Franklin
Rall sayst

The lofty idenls of Ohristien love and the sublimo

confidence in what man might become as suggeated

to the Corinthiens were not the products of a

visionary dreaming in his ivory tower. His pioture

of sin drawn for the RNosans was not the work of a

bankrupt idenllst or a misanthroplc peasimist, In

the purlicus of Corinth and kphesus he hed looksd
into the dopths of man's dopravity and soen the
power of eing and In tho men of Euo samo oities

ho saw what his Gospel cmld do.

Penl wee called by God as o missionary to the Gentilos
vhile Janos wos ths spiritunl leador of an eatablished
flock, Poul wao chosen to outiine to memn the full truths
of the Gespol, Jaxoa wes selected to pen instructions for
tho Christion 1ife. Paul's lotters wors ro=zd by poople
vho had not besn instructed fully or at length in the
message of grace, Jemos! epistlo was diotatsd to ecnd read

by poople in whom he pswumed a firm foundation of felth and

of Ohrietisn knovledge. View, then, the 11fe ond experiences

of the two men, the ono trained gradually over & poeriod of
yoors in the precepts of the Christian folth and tho

111 peter 2, 2.

A2 jbner's Sons,
According to Pmul (New York: Chas, Sor
194‘-”. D [ T
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Ohristien life, vhilo the other - with a background of
forvent Fharasalsm - wns suddenly overwhelmed by the power
of God and captivatcd by the mysteriocus divine rovelation
of God's ebundont grace, and you connot expsot them to pen
thoir epistlos from -the sume perspective, To compare Paul's
lotters with that of James in a cold, hard menner, isolating
thoir words from thalr 1ifs, their position, and thelr
parpose 1s to do both apostlcs an injustice.

Both mon were dedicated to the service of God, both
pennol tholr mossages unlor the imspiration of God. We
do woll, then, to study the wrds of both prayerfully to
gee "what is that good and gracious will of God" which
thoy declearod.



PART IIX
THE CORCEPTS OF THE EPISTLES

In vhich wo consider tho toanchings of Paunl and James
on the vorious matters in vhich thoy have at times boen
considorod "in conflioct."

ST ATl A LS



OHAPTER IV
OF SIN

The ossentiel teachinzs of the 3Joripture, "which are
ablo to mako theo wise unto salvation,” begin vith the
study of human sin. This presupposcos a knovlodge of God
and a roclization of His identity and. His oternsl will,

Tho piloturo of salvatlon is moat besutifully devoloped in

a study of Christ and in the dootrine of cbjootive justi-
fioation, Sanlvation applicd to the human heart leads us
finally to study tho Soriptural exposition of subjective
Juctification and the rosulting sanctification of God'!'s
reclalmed children, m is the genersl oxder we shall
follow, then, in the study of the writinzs of Paul and James,

Gkat is the origin of sin? For our purposes here, it
is not noces=ary for us to trace the fell of the angels or
the downfall of man's first parents, A knowledge of tho
historicsl origin of sin among men is presupposod both in
the letter penned by Jemxoa and in the eplstles of Peul, who
speaks of Adem's fall only briefly, In their writings the
two apostles are chiefly concernsd with the origin and power
of sin in tho irndividual men,

In his opening chapter James saysi

1ir mothy 5, 18e




- M -

Lot no man ooy vhen he is tompted, I sm tompted of

God: for God oammot be tempted with evil, neithor

tempteth Ho any man: but overy mmn is tempted vhen

he is drown auny of his own lust, ond onticed.2
Jameas properly tracos the origin of sin to the depravity of
the Imuan henrt, Evon in the Ohristiasn heart (theose words
wore oddrossed to Ghristiaons), the 01d Adem lives to drew
tho soul ewey from God. Evory sin is the ocutoome of an evil
dosire, the manifostation of men's complote depravity. To
this tho apostle testifies agoin in the fourth chaptors

From vhence como wars and fightinzs omong yout

Como they not henco, even orshmgsm-ts that war

in your mambers? Yo lust, have not: ye kill,

and dooire to have, and cammot obtein... Do ye

thinz that the Joripturc suith in vain, Tho spirit

that dwelleth in us lustoth to onvy?
liatthew Henry cormonts on these wordes

Heither the devil nor ony othor porsom or thing is

to0 bo blamed 0o se to oxcuse cursolves; for the

true origin of evil and temptation 13 ln cur own

henrts. Tho combustible matter is in us, though

the flame may be blown up by some cutward canséfeee

ind therefore 'if thgu socornest, thou shalt bear

it,! Proverbs 0, 18,

Jemes contimes his exposition of sin vl th theso words:

6

"Thon when lust hath conceived, 1t bringeth forth sine"
Again ho speaks of sirmers ns those "convinoced of the Law

as transgrossors” snd odds, "For whosoever ehell keop the

ga'ms 1, lc=14,.

3;8305 4. 1-8, be
* no
Gommontary (New Yorks Fleming H. Revell Gompauy,

date given), Voi 'g'.t. Exposition of Jemes, Chape 1, WV 13-18.

Bﬂhaptor 1, 15,
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whole Lnw, and yot offend in one point, he ia gullty of
011."" Tho oconsept of sin cutlined by James conforms with
the vhole revolation of the Seriptures on this point,
sumnrized by St. Jolm: "Sin is the transzrezsion of the
Lowe""

That sin tokes two forms, sins of comniasion and sins
of omisalon, 1s ulso demonstrated by James. The apostle
speaks of sin ag "filthiness ond superflulity of haughtiness"
in Chaptor l. Ho says, "In mony things wo offend all,”
Jamos S, 2 Ho worne in his opistle sgoinst cursing, and
swoering, ogninat o felee reception of God'a Tord, against
ovil thouzhts and actions toward one's neighbor, egainst
maxrder, against adultery, against love of money, agninst
grudging, and ageinst envy and strife, oataloguing the
various nots of offenze outlined in the Ten OQommanndments.
But on tho othor hard, Jemes also warns: "To him that
knoweth to do good and dooth 1t not, to ham it is sin,”
James &, 17, :

And what is tho rosult of sint The epostle says: "Sin,
vhen it 1s finished, bringeth forth death."® He shows
omphatically that the friendship of the world (e lifo of sin)

Sghoptor 2, 9-10.
"I John 5,46
8onapter 1, 15,
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is ennity ngainst God and thereforoe soparates the sinner

from God's grnue.“ The mpoctle Jemes thus reiterates the

agolecs temoching of God that oin leads only to greator

moral deterioration - and, finally, to the loss of the soul,
llow docs this compare with the teachings of the apostle

raul? The laotter makes frequent roferoncos to sin, out-

lining its origin, its charnctor, and its deadly offect.

8t., Pml onlls sin by various nomes: disobedience, trospasses,

unrightoousnosz, wrong, etc., tut his concept of sin never

varies, DLilce tho writings of 3t, James, tho cpistlesa of

Poul emphasize tho Zoriptural concept of sin snd of 1ts

daxmning offoct,

St. Pzul apcske of tho depravity of mankind in these
words: "Put off comceming the formesr conversation the old
man, which is corrupt sccording to the deceitfnl :I.uts-"m
This is graphically illustrated also by Peul's description
of the Gentile world's ldolatry, sensuslity, end fzmorelity.':
That this depreved nature oxists in every chlld of mon, thet
he folt its pover and boing in his ovn body and 1life, Paul
shows vhan ho confessos, "In me, that 1s, in my floeh,
dwelloth no good i-.hlna.']" "pg it 1s written, There is nome

Bchuptor 4, 4=8,
mEphos:.m 4, 20
uRomans 1, 18=32,

mnouns 7, 186
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righteous, no, not onos thare is none that understandoth,
there is mone thnt seeketh after God,"® r(¥o) wore desd
in trespssses and sins .14

Tho aspostle Psul, like Jamos, spenks out ogainst a
host of ains in his oplastles, Paul spoke more froely than
James aconocorning the relation of the Law to sin. He
pointed out that tho Law 1s not the recl csmse of mon's
sin, becanso the Law is ossentislly "holy, righteous, good."
But this holy nnd righteocus, good and spiritual, Law became
"the occasion" of ainning., 8t Pamul ineists upon the value
of tho TLew, thouzh, in thet 1t revesls sin and showa its
'ho.tnouaneaa.ls Thna, negatively, the Law prepares the way
for lesding mon "to Ohrist as thelr only Rescuor. Thus the
apoetle gogroees with the testixzony of St James that all
mon are "eonvincod of the Law as transgressors.” There
is no conflict betwesn them on this point.

lior ia thero any differencs betweon the tvo apostles
vhen they spenk of sints horrifying results. Like James,
Paxl demonstrated that sin is not merely something that
man doos: it is somothing "thet took possession of him,
somothing the men was, somsthing that turnod hin into an

15Romens %, 11~12e :
MISphes:l.nns 8, 1,
J‘Blimans 3y e Ty Te
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open enomy of the God vho loved him,"™8

Poul emphasiges that ain brings a heavy p;nnlts'. He
plotures on outward pemnlty: "ihdtsoever a man aczeth,
that shall he also reap,"' but points to far worse inwerd
results., Iin torments the consgionco: "0 wretohed man
that I ant™® It dclivers the will into sbject slaverys
"fhe good that I vwould, I do not, tuat the evil whioch I
would not, that I do.™® It destroys followship with God,
so thet sinners are "alionnted,"20 snd "without God in the
world."2l 2in hordens the heart, blinds the judgment, and

worpe the mornl asense: "God gave them over unto a
reprobete nindMoP And finally, ‘sin dectroys life itselfs
"The weges of sin is donth."zs
Thus both npo=atles sgree in ”the:l.r cstimate of sin's
overvhelning pravity. Tirough it sll, even where sin is
rogarded as an externnl force waiting to take advontage

of lmman nature in its dopravity, there ls no blurring

13yamos S, Stewart, ope olt., pp 108-107,
3c1et1mn8 8, 7.

18nouans 7, 24.

19Romene 7, 19.

mcoloimu 1, 21,

m'liphaalm 2, 12,

22Ronans 1, 2B.

25Romane 8, 83¢
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of the fact of perconal accountabilitye Principalitiec
ond poverc wcy lle in walt, but in tho last resort man's

is the choloe, man's the rosponsibility, ond maon's the

3 .'.?.'4

f4Jamon 2. Stowart, 9Da 2_1.-_!-. pe 107,



OHAPYER V

OF GOD, OHRIST, AND SALVATION

Jemos?! lack of emphasis concerning the person and
charactor of Christ contributed a great deal to the

feoling Dr. lartin Luther expressed concerning the Eplstlo
of Jamos, Drs Lutker wrote:

Its purposo ila to teach Christisnn, ond in all
thies long toaching it doea mot once mention the
Pession, the Resurrection, or tho Spirit of Christ,
Hlo namoce Chriat several times, but he teaches
nothing about Him, and only spoaks of com=on faith
in God. Tor it 1o the danty of a true apostle to
El:;onoh of the passion cnd Resurrection and work of
Chriat, sl thus lay the foundation of felth, as Ho
Hineelf saye, in John xv, 'Ye nhall bear witness of
mee! All the gonuine pacred books egree in this,
that all of them preagh OChrist and deal with Fim, 1
That 1s tho tro test by which to judgo all books,

Dre Luther cannot be proved wrong on his charzo that
Christ!s naue and Christ's work lacks empheals in the
Epistle of Jamoe. It is epporent that the apostle assumed
a thorough knowledgo in his resders of the history end of
the significsnce of Jesus! 1life, Here the understanding of
Jamoa' identity end baokground plays sn important part in
the otudy of hls oplstle, In the same degree wo must con-
sider the identity of the readers for uwhom this leotter was
originally intended, and the purpose of the works Jomes,
"$ho brother of the Lord," addrossed this lotter from

lgorks of iartin Luther, Philadelphie Bditlon, Vole S
p. 478-:-— OR  EESEETES SR SRR
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Jerusolem, whero he wns a pillar in the olmrch end probably
tho proalding hnd.a Ho addressed the letter to Jews who
hu& left Joruselom, mony of vhom wore eyo-witnosses to the
glory of Josua' life ond works oll of whom wersc woll
acquainted with tho eternal purposo nnd power of Jesus!
1lifo and offlcoc. Jomoa' work cannot therofore be compared
wvith tho Gospel accounta = or with the epistles of Pmil =
in its soope or purposc, The Eplstlo of Jemess 1a often
llikened to thoe wisdom booke of tho 0ld Testnment and has
becn eslled the "Book of Proverbs of the New Tostoment."S
It 1e o collootion of moral procepts, covering most topics
vhich aro connccted vith sveryday life,

The apostle Paul, hlusolf a convert to the glorious
Bospel of Chri=zt after a period of intenso percocution of
the Church, addreasod hisc eplatles as a misslonary to the
gGontilesz, Thersfore he wns "determined not to know enything
among you, seve Josus Christ, and Him orucified,"® mnis
volumninous vritings testify throughout to the love of God
in Christ Josus which has the power to trancform the lives
of othera, even ns it had enlled hin from darimess into life.

a.'I'. T, !Meller, Concordia Hew Testement with notes

(3t. Touis: Oonoordic Publishing House, 1D4%), Introduction
to the Boolt of James,

1' E, Xrotzaoann, ¥ Ou:.' Into The Bs.ble (St.
Louis:s Eon;ord!.a r,'.l.moa ﬁa ml. Pe DO

41 Gorinthians 2, 2.
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Tho point of our study is not, howover, concernod
with tho difforence in tho scope of the two authors!
vritings, but only with tho seeming contraversies, FHere
we vill recdily seo agaln that there is no aonflict, ‘but
rathor a deolded unitye.

Ve may briefly sumunrige Jomes'! reforences to God by
olting those pasasngos vhich rofer to Him as tho eternal
Fathor of mankind, the Givor of the Law who im nble to
dostroy, and tho Giver of saving Trauth who has cleimod us
as His own. "Evory good gift end ovory perfoot gift 1s
from shove, and cometh down from the Father of Lights,
vith whom 1s no verisblonoss, noither shadow of mml.ng,!'s
snys Jazos, draving the agcleas ploturo of God the Fathor,
Oreator ond Frosorver of tho humen raco. "There is ome
Lamgiver, vho s sole to save and to destroy™ adds to the
ploture tho noknovledgment of God's governmsnt of bhuman
1ife, He is the groot Lowgiver, cho says: "Ye shall be
holy, for I, the Lord, your God, am hou'."" In the 1light
of man's sin and complete depravity, God assumos the
magnificent, eternal rolo of man's sole spiritual Bene-

factory ¥Of His own will bogat He us with the Goxd of Trath,

5ranes 1, 17.
STamos 4, 11.
TLoviticus 19, 8.
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that we should be a kind of firstfruits of hig creatures."®

Vhat then of Ohrist? That James assoclates the
Savior insopnrably with his viow of men's salvation is
apparent fiom the two uses he mekes of the Savior's name:
"A sorvent of God and of the Lord Jesus Ghr:l.lh." deploting
Jecus as equal with God and as the Lord - the Rodeemer end
RMuler of KEis okildren, and "the faith of our Lord Jesus
onrist,™ O placing the asceptance of Christ mnd His redeem-
ing work squaroly in the cemter of Jamcs' concept of faith,
The roforonces mey secm to be minor = but if the ccncopt :
of Christ is promotod today in the mind of the Christion
reoder, mst thezo words not also have sufficed to remind
thoso flrst-Oentury bolliovers that the love of God was
revealoed in Christ Jesus?

The cpostle Paul cortainly goos far beyond James in
hip oxposition of tho person eand tho glory of_aod. Foul,
too, plotures God as tho Lawgiver, whoso wrath 1s aroused
by ovory tronsgression, "The wrath of God 1s rovenled
from hooven against all ungodliness and unrighteousnoss of
men," ho snys.n' fgain he warnet “Thou... troasurest up
unto thyself wrath agoinst the doy of wrath and rovelation
of the rightecus judgment of God, who will Tenderee. unto

STemes 1, 1.
Q.Tnmos 1, 1.
1°Jlnne.a 2, 1.
1 pomans 1, 18,
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them that are contontious and do not obay the truth, btut
obey unrighteousnoss, indignation, and mth.'m To the
Galatians, Poul writes: "Cursed is overyono that con-
tinmueth not 1n 91l tho things vhich are written in the
Book of tho Lew to do thome" >

But Psul shines brighteat when he plotures tho love of
God in Christ Josus, vhon he deplets the glory of his
Savior. "Other foundation can no man lay than that is lald,
vhich ic Josus Christ."% To the Gorinthians Paul also
writes: "I dolivered unto you first of all that which I also
rocolved, how that Ohrist died for our sins acocording to
tho Sor:l.ymroa."“ The wonder of the reanlisation of Jesus!
glory and lova, boccuse it was revealed to him in such &
spectaculer monner, could not cosse to flow from Paul's
1lipa and pon. FHe could not help ut rejolce repeatedly
over "tho love of God in Christ Josus, my Lord." To
Gentile convorts who hod not seen or imown the Savior, Psul's
inspired writings were the power for their own recognition
of Ohrist's lovoj ond it was o delizht to Peul to draw the

full portrait of Josus! glorye "I am not sshamed of the

18pomans 2, B-8e
15ga1atiens 3, 10.
141 Qorinthions 3, 1l
157 gorinthisns 1B, 3.
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Gospel of Christ," he said, "for it is tho power of God
unto salvation to every one that believeth.," ® ghrist
Josue was always for Paml tho conter snd the heart of his
preaching, mnn's one and only Hopo in tho battle of l1life,
"Thanks be to God, uvhich giveth us the visctory throuzh our
Lord Josus Ohrist":? exprosscs Paul's conatant reaction to
the knowledge of Jesus! great love.

Here, then, there ls o wide divergence in the sacopo
of the writings of tho two npostles., The epistlos of both,
vorbally insopired by God, have been shaped by the hand of
God., I[oth heve a plnco in the sacred Toxt, They may be a8
unlike in their scopo and purpose as the Lamentations of
Joremich aro from the Song of Solomon, but, so long os they
complimont one another nnd show mo conflict, they mst be
studied end oxpounded side by side as the revelation of Him
who saids "Teach them to observe all things vhatsoover I
have commended youe" 2

And vhat of the dootrine of salvatiom itself
(objective justificetion)? Psul's epistles, which are
evanzolistio throughout, ore filled with the good nsws of

1950nans 1, 18
171 Gorinthiens 16, 656-67¢
18yatthew 28, £0.
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mon's reconciliation with God.1® The epistle of Jomes is

not sn 6vangelistic book, but that does not say thnt 1t is
not evangeliocal,

T™hoe gpoatle panl wroto:

There 1s thorofore now no condemnation to them
vhich aro in Ohrist Jesus, wvho walk not efter the
flesh, btut aftor the Spirit, For the law of the

Spirit of 1lifo in Christ .Tuusdnth nade me freo
from thoe law of sin ond denth.

In this roferonce to tho "law of the Spirit of l1life" we
rocognizo tho equivalent of James! ussge of the term "law
of 11borty."L Dr, C, M. Zorn wrote: The law of liberty
iz tho Gospol, through which God has drswn ua to His holy
will and mado us holy. By this "law of liberty" shall the
regenercstad Christians be judged on the last dayj; not by
tho law of losos, from vhich thoy have been released.

An Goricht des Jucngaton Tagos sollen wir gerichtat
werden nuch iiaszgabo der Hegel und Ordmung, in
wolche Gott uns sus Gnade um Christi willen gesetat
hat: in dor will Gott uns finden, Und welohen ist
dicze Regol und Ordming? Dasz wir als tussfertige
Suendor gerecht sind durch den Glauben en Jesum
Christum und unserem Olsuben erwiesen haben dadurch,
depz das Evensolium unser Denken, Reden und Tun
herrachendervelse bestimmt hat, und beatiumt hat
alec, den su folgen, was das von Gott durch HNose
goiebene Geaetz als don Gillen Gottos uns seigt.
datt, 26, 31-¢0; Rom. 3, 313 7) 2P.25; HMebr, 8, 10-12j
I John 5, 1=+

1911 Gorinthians b, 18 ffe
208 0mans 8, 1=-2,

“13ames 1, 26,

2%por Brief Do Jekobus (Zvicken Suxonyt Ee Klaorner,

1822) , pe 40¢
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Dre. Zorn 8603 horo, in Jemoo'! "law of liberty" a dofinite
Goopel, n Gospel that grants liborty through Christ Josus,
Just as 8t, Paul writoss "Yo are galled unto ].l.lun.-iay."aa

Dre Zorn nlso notos Jamos! referonce to the Christien's
certalnty of salvation through the "law of liberty.” He
interprete Jomos'! roference to tho Chriastiens

Dacg er oin vor Gott ms Gnaden wiederzeborenor

gloucbigor Chri=zt ist und von dem 'Gosotz dor

Frolholt' geleitot und roglort wirds.. daes or

a:;g am Ef.’:teggm m(;;r%:l:g:a‘olchas usbor dio

The spostle Foul pennod & host of beoutiful passaoges
on the subjoct of objeative justification; but no words can
doplot more briefly or boamtifully the glory of God'a plan
of salvation than thls ploturesque referonce to the "law
of liborty." God has broken the power of the old Law,
which binds gnd onzlavas; Ho offors to sll men a now lew =
"the luw of liberty" - offering freedom from sin end gullt,
froodom from doath, nnd freodom from the power of the devil,

To this concept of salvation the spoctlo Psul agrees
in mony passeges, saying, for examplo, "Therofore if sny
man bo in Ohrist, he 1s a now oreature; old things are
passod eway; behold, ell things are bocome new, ind all
things aro of God, vho hath reconciled ua to Himself by

%Galaﬂ.ans 5, 13e

mbl'- Ce Ko Zorn, Op. __'Eo. Pe 43,
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Jemus Ourint."® ind ugein, st. Pm rofers to Ghristions
as childron of frocdom in his enaolozy of Sara and Agar,
vhero he sayss "So then, bretnron, wo are not children of
the bondwoman, tut of tho £roo."™ 1In the very first verse
of tho chapter succesding this i1llustration, thc apostlo
foul ropeats thios oconocept of salvation: "2tand fast in the
liborty whorewith Ohrist hsth made us frec, ond be not en-
tonzlod again with the yoko of bondage."m Twelve verses
lator- tho same mpostle undorscores his concept of salvation,
saying: "For, brothran, yo have been cnlled unto liberty,"28
Re C¢ He. Lenskl says congorning this seeming problem
botvioon Paul and Jomoess

Tho gront miatake is to soe in this nomos of Jamos
only lav end no Gospol, ond thus to makc Jemes a
mornlist, = proscher of works without falth. Ve
reproduce the asnarthrous noun by translatings

'vhat 1z complete law,' namoly that of liberty.

The modifiers ghould provent us from meking this
miztakc. Tho iHosaic code cammot be 'what 1s law
complote,! for this code vas done awey with
(Galptims 3, 17-19)j nor was this law comnootod ‘
with 11iborty' (genitive of rolation or of quality)e . ;
Tho Kosals low mde sleves (Galations 4, 21-31, E
liagar, Ishmnel). %o mmst note that Jomes does not :
use tho word "Jospol," Hero he unnts o comprebensive :
torm that will include the 0ld Testament IJeripiu.vs i
pluz cll tho proaching of Josus end of His Apostles
and timp he coins this oxpreacion: 'vhat is complete
low, namely ono of truo liborty.! - = To look

2517 Oorinthiens 5, 17-18.
28ga1atiana 5, 21-31.
278a1atians By 1l
283alatiana 8, 13
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e

businuzs of uaking James n Jewlsh logalist in

g S

and his msgnifioent lotter. :

Dr, lortin Luther's ml.snndcratmdl.ng mnd misintor-
protation of tho phrose "law of liberty" contribtutod to his
unflattoring view concorning the eplstle. Dr. Luther plainly
undorstocd this es a ruform_mo to the ilosaic law, for ho
seyzs "(Jowos) onlls the lav a "law of liborty," though
Ste Prul calle it n law of slavory, of wrath, of death emd
of .I.ﬂ."ﬁo lio connot aceept Dr, Luther'!s interprotation end
eonnequont j\idgmmt of Jamos, but we can understond it in
tho 1izht cf the fact oltsd before, that these words of
Jnmes werae so ofton t.tmom up to him by his opponents., He
was consequently blindod to the real bomuty that lies in
tho apoctle's words. Luthor was slmply introduced to James
froa the wrong diroction, a poor introduction from which ho
nover roecovercd.

%e hevo hore outlined tho essocnse of the mutuol ex-
position of Jamos and of Paul consorning sslvation. A far
grontor ond more dotulled exporiticn of Peul's powerful

proaching and written doclarations on the subjcot could be

‘29 Epiatlo Soleotions of the Anclent Ghurch (Golumbuas
I.uthom'ﬁ'ﬂo%ﬁe'o%ﬂ-'m Pe 10V .

3Opowis of yartin Luther, Vols VI, Pe 470
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given hore, but the pointe that have been recorded in thia
chapter are sufficient to demonctrate the harmony of
dootrine thet oxlestod betreen the missionary to the
gentiles and the leader of tho olmroh at Jerusclom. That
is the murposc of this theais - to undorscore the unity,
even the eimilarity of expression, which scturlly exista
on this point whioch hes beon considered a "problem."
Jonios ond Paul agreo: that God in Christ hes freed
menkind from thoe curse of sin and the power of the old
" Law by Josus' falfillmont of thet Lawe 7The shaokles of
doath hnve boen broken by the aul.anuh:uonnrr saorifice of
Christ Jocus on Calvary's oross, God hes given to all
bolioverc tho assursnce of new and uqq;ni:l.ng 1ife (a life
of spiritual poeco on oarth unmd of eternal pemce in
heaven's homo) by the Savior!s triwmphent resurroction to
1ife on Eaater mornini. Slavery and foar arc eniod -
1iberty and frcodom ere the horitage of ell men 1f they
will by failth socept this .w:l:'k of God,




OHAPTER VI
OF INDIVIDUAL JUSTIFICATION

The orux of the apparont confliot between Paul III.H.
James lios in tho quostion: how are the merits of Christ
impartod to the humaen heart? Ths ocgoless question of the
young men in Josuz'! doy still del;nndu an ensver: "that
mset I do to bo saved?® As the words of Scripturc ansuer,
w0 bolicve and confoss that "vhosoever believeth in Rim
(Christ) shull not porish, but have evorlasting life,”

Falth savon, But that lesves the queation: vhat is
faltht loreo lios the basis for an understanding of Jamos
and of Peul - as wo study tho charactoristics and the marks
of saving falth,

Jouos eumphstically olaime that not all falth saves.
Thero 1s a differcnco betwecn faith and fauith, First, then,
we should study whot typo of falith it is whioh does not
8ava,

The apoatlo says: "Even so folth, if it hoth not works,
is doed, bolng sloné..s Thou bolievest that there is ono

God; thou doest wolls the devils also belleve, and treabla. "t

This, thon, is faith tint doos not seve, It 1a the type of
faith that oven the dovils have: an intellectucl under-
standing end acceptamse of God, a mercly mentol apprehonsion

lyames 2, 17. 19



- B2 =
of tho fnocts about Ohrist. Such faith involves no
acaoeptance of theece faots as a gift of God to omo's own
soul, Of thet typo of falth Hatthow Henry writeas

If thou contontost thyself with a bare assent

to articloa of faith, and some speculations upon
thom, thus far the devils go, And as their faith
ani knowledgo only serve &o exolte horror, so in
a 1little time will thine,

On this point Dr. F. Pleper writess

There nre noople uwho believe that thoy have this
(saving) faith; yot their so-galled faith is not
wreught by the Holy Ghoat, but is pure fiction...
8inao this zottor ic of such great practical
importance, Luther, our Lutheran Confossions, ond
our Luthoran dogmaticisns were contimunlly bent

on deecribing tho marks of both a fictitious and
of the true falth, the work of God in man, They
vere impelled to do this by tho faot that the
paplcts definod foith o3 a more knowledge of the
hiztory of Chriot end s d a sinnor'!s sincere
truat in the forgivoneesa eins moritod by Ohrist,
that 1s, in the atonement of Christ, as “presumption”
(prassumptio). (Cf. Docreas of the C 1 of
Trent, sixzxth sossion.) The Romsn thoologlons de-
olared falth to be morely an asct of the intellect
and not ot all of tho will, Indeed they went so
far as to assert that falth, considored as on act
of the vwill, is a monstrosity and a ahimera
(monstrum et chimaera).

Ageinst this error our Luthorsn Oonfessions and

all ocur old Luthersn teachers, from Luther down

to Follaz, contended that true falth, which is
wrought by the Holy Ghost, 18 not merely a matter
of the intolloot, but also of tho heart and wille..
This truth Luther emphssizes in ell his writings
whon he dogoribes the true folth wrought by the .
foly Chost. Unromittingly does ho inveigh agains
the papistical dolusion that falth is'mot the inuerd

292- 0ite., James 2. 14=-88,
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If James hed been writing after the terminology

hed become fixed, what he would have said is that

although a man is justified by faith and not at

all by works, yet one must be sure thet the falth

is real faith and not merely intollectusl assent

like that of the demons who beliove and tromble.S

At other places in his opistle James likewlse speaks
of faith which 1s fulse. Some scholars have urged the
neceszity of seeking a definition of faith which 1s large
enough to accomodate all the allusions to faith vhich sre
usde in James. G. Be Stevens quotes Beyershlag, who
sunmariged Jamos'! meaning as "the conviction of the reslity
of supersensuous facts and blessings (as in Hebrews
11, 1)."? put Stevens contends:

This ovorlooks the fact that faith has many slides

and phnsefiess The use of the word 'faith' varles

according to the phese of the subject umier con-

sideration and the special aim of the writer in
the different passages.

Thus Jemes points to "doubting and wavering faith"d
and says thet it will not recelve anything from the Loxd.
A doublo-minded men is "one who halts between felth end
unbslief, vl0 ghg Lord Jesus sgreos in this matter, saylng:

"Io men can serve two mesterss for either he will hate the

ﬁIbid., De 205,

TTheclogy of the New
and Sons, ﬂ}S%)Tp'._EGET

8

Ib’-d.' Pe 290-

Ojemes 1 » Oe
S T, iuoller, Concordia Now Testament with Notos,

Je
on James l1l=8,

Postement (New York: Chas Soribner
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ono, and love the other; or else he will hold to the ono,
and despise tho other, Ye camnnot serve God and mammon. "
A faith which 1s half-hearted clings etill to the lure of
8aten and of evil; the heart, then, cannot have been
committed In faith to Gode.

In James 2, 1 the apostle exhorts readers not to join
with their falth in Christ partielity to the rich. The
pessage secms to refer to Christ's warnings concerning the
danger of a love of riches, "Felth" here scems to imply
fidelity to the principlea Jesus had emunciasted on this
subjoet, Ue are reminded of Jesus'! sayings "He that is of
God heareth God's Viords: ye therefore hear thom not,
because ye are not of God 12 pore ngain is a warning
against the danger of an intellsctual faith, which involves
apprehension of certain facts, but no more. It would seoem
to imply thet if the readers! faith was a seving falth,
that thot foith would involve n chenge in the vhole nature
of a man - a new hetred of sin, s now hunger after
righteousness; which change, of course, is not the work of
man, but a glft of God. "

James sposaks clearly on the subject of the application

111.u1ce 15, 1%

1250nn 8, 47,
13-)‘. Greshan lischen, Ope cite, Pe 2050
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of tho merits of Chrigt to the human heart, He speaks of
selvation as God's gift to the sinner, "Of Hie (God!s)
own will begat He us with the Vord of Truth, that we
should be a kind of £irstfrults of His creatures,"*%
"Reoeivo wlth meekness the engrafted Vord, which ia able to
save your 9.01.119..“15 "Be ye doers of the Viord, and not
hearers only, decelving your own ae].ves."le "thoso looketh
into the perfect law of liberty, and continuocth therein, he
beling not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this
man shall be blessod in his deed."7

Here, then, 13 the easence of saving falth, according
to James, We were oll lost in sin, yet God intendied not
to leeve us in this state but to bring us forth as new
creatures by mezns of IHis saving Worde That Jares actually
refors to regeneration in the. first quoted pasaege ls
boyond question, beceuse he adds "by means of the Vord of
Truth."” The Greek genltive makes the expresslon definite,
whilc the sbsence of the articles in tho Greek text leaves
the nouns gualltative, There is only one "ford of Truth,"

18
1,6, the Gospel, the power of God unto salvation. That

liFames 1, 18,
15James 1, 21,
153 ames 1, 22,

173 anes 1, 26,

185, ¢, H, Lenski, The Epistle 2elections of the
Ancisnt Church, pe 445
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God called us to faith sand "egat us" to spiritunl 1life

by Hia own cholice ond not on the basis of our morits is

atated in the aorist " ": (God) having willed

(1t). Thus the Triglotta says:

Jomos has spoken..s concerning regeneration,
namely, that 1t occurs through the Gospel.es
vhen he says that we have been born eggain by

the Gospcl, he teaches that we have been born
again and justified by faith, For the promise
concerning Christ is apprehonded only by faith,
when we sot it againat the terrors of sin and of
desth, James does not, {Berefore, think we are

born ageln by our works,

Again the spostle refers to the "engrafted (or im-
planted) Vord, which is sble to save your souls." The Word
is lmplanted into our hearts by Ggod, there to grow and to
boor fruit, It is the "power of God unto selvation to
everyone that believei'.h,“ao as Paul oslls it. "Falth cometh

by hearing, end hearing by the VWoxd of GOd."zl Paul also
nn 22

n2o

rofers to the Word of God as "the Gospel of selvatilo
end spesks of 1t as that "by which also you are saved.
Here then is another sure referonce to the cherscter of

saving faith: the wholehearted acceptence of God's Vord,

"which is cble to save your souls,"

18p, 191,
20Romans 1, 15,
2lRomans 10, 17.
22gohesians 1, 13

231 Corinthians 15, 2.
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Vhen Jsmes sposks of the "doers" of the Word, he is

ofton falsely accused of advocating "work-righteousness,"

When woe examine James 1, 27, we cannot but see that here

again refercnce implies faith. "Be ye doers of the Vord,

and not hearers only, decelving your own selves,"! Re. Ce He

Lenekl e:plains:

be a

James ia writling to Jewish Chriastians, They
mizht easily fall 2 prey to the fault of the Jews,.
Por the Jews wore noted for punctiliously attend-
ing Che synsgoguce and there hoaring the parashas
end tho haphtharoth of the 0ld Teatoment as they
verc resd Ly the rabbi, but that was all, As to
roclly apprehending the Gospel contalned in that
toxd, cmbracing it by faith and thus leading a new
life, this those hoarers migsed almost entirely.
Their doing of the VWord was formnl, logalistic,
self-riznteons, and tlms an sbomination unto God.

The gravest wrong is constuntly done to James,
even by evangelistic prenchers, when they regard
Jemes =8 a preacher of morals who lmsists on
works to save the souls Thoy imagine that he

follows the Leaching of the Jewlsh rabbis, Yet -
Jauce has just sald: 'Receive the implanted &4

Viordl' (v. 21) and no one receives 1t except by
foith, He hes just said that this Vord saves your
souls, and it does that by faith, Koreover, it is
the gravest misconcoption to imsgine that poing a
doer of the liord is to be a doer only of the works,
To be = doer of the Vord is to do God's will, and
fiie Word and fis will is 'that overy one which seeth
the Son and believeth on Him may have everlasting
1life' (John 6, 40)e To do the Word .':._a to believe
it for the saving of the soul, The Vo LALE asks
for faith end intends to implant falthe

inelyzing the words of James brings understanding. To

hesrer of the Word of God and not a door does not refer

24R, 0. H. Lenski, ope Gite, Ps 455




SiBo=

to a believing hearer, but rather to an indifforent
listoner, It moans a person who hears, but does not be-
lieve - that is a person without saving falth., Vith this
Poul agrees when he says, as quoted above, that faith
must come from the hearing, The concord of Seripture
emphasizes Jesus' own deﬂ.n:ltion. of saving faltht
"Blessed are they that hear the Word of God, and keep 1t"
by accepting and cherishing 1t in thelr heaz-i;s.25

Finally, we may study James' reference in the first
chapter (v. 25) to those who look "into the perfect law of
liberty, and continue therein," James says: "Thls man
shall be blessed in his deed." We have above (in the
previous chapter) referred to the "law of liberty" as the
glorious Gospel‘ of Christ, which frees us from the slavery
of gin snd from the works of the Lawe Thus vo might para-
phrase this verse: Mwhoso looketh into the Gospel, and
continueth therein... this men shall be blessed in his

deed." Here again is the essence of saving faith - that

we not merely glance at the Gospel, that we not only attain

an intellectual knowledge of God's Vord; but that with our

vhole heart we “continue therein,"

Thus we conclude:

tribes
James, in his epistle to the twelve
scattt’ared abroad, does not teach galvation by

251 Kke 11, 28.
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woriis, nor does he proclaim a different way

te heaven from thet preached by Paul, Romans

Gy 24eee James, n servant of Jesus Christ,

chape 1, 1, teaches salvation by gresce through

faithe Chapter 1, 17-18, ho speaks of rogenoration
through the Word by the grace of God, In verse

21 ho speakze of the loxd =s being able to save,

which licrd mat be rececived, or bolioved. His

object is to show that the faith that justifies 1s
also sanctifying feith and that a falth which does
not sanctify does not and cannot justify., As Faul,
Homuns $, Galetiens 6, 13, and Peter, I Pcter 2, 1&,
and John, I John 3, 1-10, warned sguinst an abuse

of the doctrine of justiflcation by faith, sco Jomes
raises his volce in protest agains t the same fatal
error, that smug self-sstisfaction that constantly
harps on the fact that one has faith while he is
unwilling to follow after that holiness wlthout
which no man shell see the Lord, Hebrews 12, li.

e has in nind conditions similar to those existing
in the congregution at Ssrdis end Lacdlcee, Reve £, 3,
condi tlons which undoubtedly threstened the very 111‘025
of tho congregation to which he addressed his letter,

Paul's spleztles, of course, approach the matter of the
justificcticn of the sinner by faith from a different view-
point. While Jemes, who saw the dangers of the sbuse of
the doectrine of justification by grace through fzith, was
warning Jevisch Christiens sgeinst dead orthodoxy, the
apostle Peul, who hed experierced the tromendous change
from the reactions of & Pharasaical education to the
gloricus nature of a child of liborty, was adareszing
Gentile Christiasns concerning the magnificence of Godls

gift to men. In his later epistles the apostle Paul also

: 9
26goncordia Theological Honthly, Vol. III, NOs 9y
"Sermon Study on James d 10 .I'r"""'l, PPe 586=687
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hed to deal with the opposition and the corruption of the
logalistic Judaizers, Therefore his epistles emphasize
tho frecdomr of the concept of salvation from the tenets
of the Law,

Thus the emphasis of Paul's declarations concerning
justificetion are properly suwmmarized in the pascage:
"By grsce ars ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselvea: it is the gift of God: not of works, leat any

[

nan should 'z:oas'i:.“"f7 tnd sgain: "Therefore wo concludc that
a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the Low,"%8
The besis for true falth rests in the liord of salvatlon.
The apostle wrote to the Corinthians: "I delivered unto you
first of =il t at which I also received, how that Christ
died for our sins according to the Scripturos."gg James Se
Stewart says: “Here we discover the basel bellef vhich Paul
shared with the primitive community. Here was the Church's
messege from the very dey of its birth, Christ died for
our sinz "°Y There is no room in the inspired theology of
Paul for any morit or worthiness on the part of the sinner
redeemecd, for God "justifies the ungodly." Falth rolles
slmply upon the Gospel promisos, as Peul instructed the

“7kphesisns 2, B
28Romans 5, 28

297 Gorinthians 15, Se
%04 Man in Christ, pe 2:8e
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jailer at Philippl: "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shelt be aaved.“31

The ob joct of justifying and saving faith is there-
fore the Gospel of Christ. Paul says: "I live by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gavo Himself
for me." % This conforms with the word of Christ: "He
that belicveth on ife heth everlasting lire.“ss It in no
way conflicts with James' exposition: "Roceive with meelmees
the engrefted Vord, which is able to save your souls.“34

The spostle Paul specks of this justifying and saving
faith as knocwledge, assent, and trust or confidence. "By,"
through," snd "in" such faith, a man 1s justifieﬁ.ss

In Pasul's languege there is a shgrp entithesls between
"works © and "foith," Paul says: "To him that worketh not,
but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith
ia counted for r-:l.g.;htaousnoss."56 Again he writes: "If by

grace, thon it 18 no moro of works; otherwise grace is no

Sliats 16, 51.
®23alctians 2, 20,
%Stohn 6, 47.

%43 ames 1, 21,

_ 35Romans 3, 2°%. 28, 30; Galatians 2, 16; Philipplans
a, 93 ote,

S8Romens 4, 5.

. e
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moro grace.“sqi'aul does not differentiate between "good
works" and tho "works of the Law"; for good works are the
works of the Law, having their norm in the Law of God, 1.0,,
the will of God. Works of the Law must correspond with
the Law iteclf, and since the Law reguires works of love,
therofore the works of the Law are tho works of love, 1l.0.,
good works .:58 This Law Paul definitely excludes from
Justification: "Apart from the Law the righteousness of
God hath been manifested, <. even the righteousness of
God through falth in Jesus Christ unto all them that be-
lieve."ag Justification is bestowed "t‘ree:l;r,“40 or - 8s
Moffatt translates the words "for nothing.,"” It is-an un-
doserved gift of God,

The basis and the motivation for Paul'!s emphasls of
this theme clearly lics in his own recollection of the
damning effect of "work-righteousness" upon his early life.
He hsd tortured and abused himself in the valn hope of
winning the favor of sn engry God., He knew tho torment of

conscience and the flagelletion of the soul that such a

concept creanteds Iram thls he was determined to espare his

57Romens 11, G

58g¢. Theo. Dierks, Reconoiliation and Justification,
pl 5::5 f °

s,gﬂomanu 3. 21. 22, (R.v.)

405{omans Sy 244
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x'eadars.'ﬂ That in no way detracta from the certain fact
that these words were inspired by God for our learning -
God chose Paul to write on the subject so that thore could
be no basis for any misunderstonding of His free offer of
grace through raith in Christ Jesus,

That Paul, however, also knew the dangers of a super-
ficinl confession of falth is also evident in his epistles,
Romana & stresses this fact: that the Christian is dead
to sin. Peul thanks God thaet the Romsn Christians "obeyed
from the ke art that form of doctrine which was delivered
unto them," adding, "boing then made free from sin, yeo
became the servants of righteousness."42 In this passage
again the torm "obedicnce from the heart" toward "that
form of doctrine vhich was delivered unto you" clearly
refers to faith in the Gospel'!s invitstion - reminding us
of Jamez' ples to his resders to be "doers of tho Viord."
Again, when Paul wrote to the Galatliens that they were

"ealled unto liberty," he warned thet they should not "use

43

liberty for en occasion to the flesh." The apostle

recognized the dangor that some of his hearcrs snd resders

might sec in his proclamation of the Gospel merely an

d4lgp. Jemes S. Stewart, ope oite, Chapter III, pe 81 £f.

42pomane 6, 17-18,

45galatians 5, 13
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opportunity to greator sin = end from that he wished to
guard thoa.

The harmony of Paul and James to this point cannot be
denied, A conclusive study of their teaching concerning
Justification cannot, however, be made without a word on
James 2, 24, There the apostloe .'fax;ns writes: "Ye see
then how thnt by works a man is justifled, and not by falth
alone,” At firat blush these words would seem to be
directly contradictory to the pasasges of Paul quoted above,

The Triglotta says:

Hor is any other pasasge supposed to be more
conbrery to our bolief. But the reply is easy

and plain., If the sdversaries do not attach

their own opinions concerning the merits of works,
the vwords of James have in them nothing of dis-
edvantage. Wherever there 1s mentlon of works,

the sdversarics aodd falsely their own godless )
opinions, that by means of good works we merit

the remission of sins; that good works are a
propitiation end price on account of vhich God

is reconclled to us; that good works overco:mo the
torrors of sin and death; thet good works are ’
necepbed in God's sight on account of their goodness;
and thet they do not necd mercy and Christ as
Propitiator, None of all these things omme into

tho mind of Jeumes, vhich the adversaries, novertha&gss ’
defend under the pretoxt of this passage of James,

Qur church fathers rightly eccepted the words of James

as an exposition of the "distinctlon between dead and living

fo_ith. n4s

‘14k'. 189.
“97bid., pe 191e



Saving falth is neither

an easy mattor, as the adversaries dream (as they
say: Believe, belleve, how easy it is to bolievel
etcs), nor a human power (thought which I een
form myself), but a divine power, by which we

are quickened, and by which we overcome the devil
end death. Just as Paul says to the Coloasians,
2, 12, that falth is efflcacious through the
power of God, and overcomes death: 'VWherein also
ye arc risen with Him through the falth of the
operation of God.,! 3ince this faith 1s a new
life, 1t neccssarily produces new movements and
works. (Becouse it is a now light and life in

the heart, whereby wo obtain another mind and
spirit, it is living, productive, and rich in good
works.) Accordingly, James 1s right in denying
that we are juatified by such a faith as is with-
out works, EBut when he says that we are justified
by falth and works, he certalnly does not say that
we are born again by works, Neither doos he say
this, that Christ is partly our Propitiator, and
partly our works are our propitiation, Nor does
he describe the mode of justification, but only of
what nature the just are, after they have already
been justified and regenerated... Here to be
justified does not mean that a righteous man 1is
made from a wicked man, but to be pronounced
righteous in e forensic sense, as also in the
passage Romans 2, 15¢ "The doers of the Law shall
be justified." As, therefore, these words, "The
doera of the Law shall be Justified," contain
nothing contrary to our doctrine, so too we belleve
concerning the words of James.

Jnmes commends only such works as faith produces,

as he testifies vhen he says of Abrsham, 2, 2l:

"Faith wrousht with hls works." In this sense 1t

1s said: "The doers of the Law are justified,”

1.,0., they are pronounced righteous who from the

heart believe God, and afterwards have good frults,

which please Him on account of falth, and accord-

ingly, ere the fulfillment of the Law. :
6

Those things, simply spoken, contain nothing erronsous.

4%70id., pp. 191-193,




Poul, too, reminds his readers: "Reckon ye also
yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto

God through Jesua Christ our Lord."47

That is the essoneé e
of James! message - that falth mekes a man alive to Gods
that the power of God that saves instills into the human
heart also the motivation and power for righteous living,.
A faith that lacks the latter power 1s a superficial ‘
faith, a faith of the head - but not of the heart, a
faith that deceives.
Therefore we conclude that between the teaching of
James and that of raul there is pe'rfeet egreement concern- .
ingz the justification of sinners, WFhen the question is
acked: "What is the ground of Justification before God?"
Jomes snswers "the ongrafted VWord; the law of 1liberty"
and Peul replics: "faith in the Gospel promise." And
when the inquiry is asked, as in James 2, "what kind of /
faith 1s acceptable to God?" both answer, Not a dead faith,
but "faith vhich worketh by 1017«:;""‘B in other words,
operates to produce good frults through love, which is
"the fulfilling of the law."49

47Rcmana 6, 1l.

48Galatians 5, 6

49R0mans 135, 10.



CHAPTER VII
OF SARCTIFIGATION

In defining James'! definition of falth, we have already
leid the basis for our study of his exposition on the
Christian's sanctiflied life, This epistle, addressed to
Christienized Jews, is chiefly intended to stress the
importance of the sanctliled life, "So speak ye, and so do
ye," says James, "as they thet shall be judged by the law

of livorty. ol

The core of this apostle's lettor is that
Uhristians must glve cevidence to men by their conduct and
specech of the power of falth in Christ Jesus,

To this end, chapter after chapter unfolde this purpose
of the Christien 1life. The first chapter spoaks of the
believer's eross snd urges patient endurance, It warns
thet Christians should not blame their weaknesscs on God,
but should rather look to Him for strength and for relief,
for “"every good glft and every perfoot gift is from asbove,
and cometh dovn from the Father of lights, wlth whom is
no varisbleness, neither shadow of turnin{;."z Tho apostle
oxhorts to frithfulness to the Word of God as the answer
to the Christien's every need. Finally, the apostle lays

dovm three rules of sanotification: bridle your tongue,

lyemes 2, 12,
27 emos 1, 1%,
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show charity to your fellow men, and keep yourself un-
spotted from the world,

Chaopter two roiterates that a living falth is a faith
active in love. True falth must teasch us not to be
"respectera of persons,” but rathor to be charitable and
respectful of the rights of all men.

The third chapter of the epistle warns Christians
ageinst rashly or arrogantly reproving others and again
spouks of the great need of guarding against the abuse of
tho tongue. The closing verses of this chapter outline the
characteriztices of those vho are truly wise: they are pure,
péacoablo, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and
good fruits, without partieslity, vd thout hypoerisy, and
makers of pcace,

James contimes kis exhortetion in chapter four with
a worning sgainst covetousness, intemperance, pride, de-
troction, end rash judgmont of others, He warns his readers
not to be overly confident in the good success of worldly
businees; but rather to be mindful of the uncertainty of
earthly life, which should prompt them to commit thomselves
and all their affelrs to the providence of God.

In the finnl chapter of this brief epistle, James re-=
bukes those who oppress the poor, he urges patience =

affliction, snd he outlines once more the proper behavior

both in timos of sdversity end in times of prosperity.

The concluding versos suggest that each men confeas his
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faults and each be mindful of his opportunities in a spirit
of Christian love to help his brother overcome his faults,

It 1s evident from this brief exposition of the teach-
ings of the epistle why James' writing 1s often referred to
as "the Book of Proverbs of the New Testament." The
eplatlo is filled with the wisdom of a true child of God,
the sage advice of a righteous leader of the New Testament
Church.

That these works of sanctification are pleasing to
God Jumes makes ovident throughout, They flow inevitably,
Jemes says, from the character of justifylng, saving failth.
Novhere in Scripture are works tied more closely to faith
then in tho epistle of James - who, looking at the faith
of Abreham, could not but say: "By works was falth made
perfect."s

" Dr. P. E. Kretzmenn cells Jemes! writing "the Epistle

of Holy Living." Great stress, he says, is laid upon vorks,
not apart from feith, but as both the proof end the frult
of fa:lth.4

Commenting of James 3, 17-18, Matthew Henry writes:

0 thet you end I may alweys be guided by sich wisdom

"Not
as thisl] that with Paul we may be able to say,
with fleshly wisdom, but in simplicity and godly

SJemes 2, 22

4 ry, New Testament, Vole IT,
Popular Commentary,
Introduction to Jemes.




-7l e

sincerity, by the grace of God, we have our
converasation." And then true wisdom will go on

to sow the fruits of rightoousness in peace, and
thus, if 1t may bo, to make peace in the worild,
That which 1s sown in pesce will produce a harvest
of joys. Lot others reasp the fruits of contentions,
end all the sdventages they can proposo to them-
selves by them; but let us go on peaceably to sow
the seeds of righteousness, end_we may depend upon
it our labour will not be lost.

%o arc reminded of Josus! wordss "Lot your 1izht so
shine bef'ore mon, that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father which is in hmman."6

The Triglotta also refers to the lesson of sanctifli-

cation in Jamness

e is speaking of works which should follow faith,
There 1t 1a well said: He who has falth and good
works 1s rightoous; not, indeed, on account of the
works, but for Christ's sako, through faith, And
as a good tree should bring forth goocd frult, and
yet the fruit does not make the tree good, so good
worke must follow the new birth, although they do
not meke man accepted before Godsse In this sense
1t is seid: "The doers of the Law are juatified,
l.6., they are pronounced righteous vho from the
heart belicve God, end afterwards have good frults,
which plense Him on account of falth, gnd, accord-
ingly, are the fulfillment of the Law.’

Such works justify the Christien, and the Christian
foith, before men, Christ Himself, in spoaking of the
Final Judgment, refers to the works of the bellever in His

tostimony before all men to the existence of foith in the

S0p. 0it., Vol. VI, Jamese
Syotthew 5, 16.

Tps 201,
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heart of the redeemed.® Reminiscent of Jesus! words is
James 2, 15~16:
If r brother or slster be naked, end destitute of
deily food, and one of you say unto them, Depart
in peace, be yo warmed and filled; notwilthstand-
ing yo give them not those things which are nceded
to the body; what doth it profite?
Again Jamos demonctrates his point that works justify
before men vhon he says: "Yea, a mon may say, Thou hast
faith, and I heve works: show me thy faith without thy
works, and I will show thee my faith by my works."g The
merks of the Christian 1ife aro tho testimony before all
men to the power and the glory of the life in Christ,
Whon he sposks iIn hig opistles of tho sanctified life,
the spostle Paul shows himself in full socord with the
oariicr cpistle of James, Paul, too, vlews the ssncti-
ficetion of the Christisn sa the natural outgrowth (or
fruit) of true snd saving falth. "We are buried with Hin
by baptism into death: that 1ike as Christ was ralsed up

from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 80 we also

should walk in newnoss of 1'11’9,"10 Paul writes to the

Romans, Lester in the same chapter the apostle adds:

olves to bo dead

| . ours
Likewise reckon ye also ¥ to God through Jesus

indecd unto sin, but slive un

Biotthow 25, S1-48e
YJemes 2, 18.
1080mans Gy 4o
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Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in

your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the

lusts thereof, Nelther yleld ye your meombers as

instrumonts of unrighteousnesa unto sin; but

¥iocld yourselves unto Ged, as those that are

alive from the dead, and your megbers aes instru-

ments of righteousness unto Gods

Ghen Puul uses the word “"justify" he means "to pro-
nounce rightcous," not "to reke righteous."” But the very
pronouncement of God does, in point of fact, have the effaect
of meking a man something he waee not before, It is certain
that justification carriesz life with it, It puts life into
the man who receives it, It 1s 1lifo, It is God's juatify-
ing verdict itself which sanctifios (for sanctification 1s
the fyruit of God's gift of faith), It mekes a.new creature,
with o now heart, in a new vworld, It translates the soul
from tho domsin of the flosh and all evil spirits into the
realm of God in Christ. "To be justified means that a men
stands up ond lives, really lives at last, erect and clean
and in his right mind before God.“la This is that glft of
God known as sanctification. It flows not from the Law, but
from faith, the free gift of God. It 18 the mark of overy
believer,

thile justification 1s complote gnd thorefore esdmits of
no degrees, the apos tle Psul points out in his oplistles

that sanctificetion, on account of the remaining sinfulness

llRomens 6, 11-13.
lstunes 3, Stowart. 22- Gi‘l‘u, Pe 258,
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of the flesh, ia ncver complete or perfect in this 1life,
Paul writes:

liot as though I had alresdy attained, oither were
elready porfeoot: but I follow after, 1f that I
mnay apprehend that for which also I am apprehended
of Christ Jesus, Brethren, I count not myself to
have apprehended: but this one thing I do,
forgetiting those things which are behind, end
recching forth unto those things which are before,
I proas towsrd the mark for the gr:l.ze of tho high
calling of God in Christ Josus.l:

Again he speaks of ganctification as gradual and susceptible

of constent growth:

«es But speaking the truth in love, (we) may grow
up into 1la in ell things, which is the Heaod, even
Christ: from whom tho whole body fitly joined to-
gether snd compscted by that which every juint
supplieth, according to the effectual working in
the meesure of every part, maketh :'moreasi 401' tho
body unto the edifying of 1tself in love.

This truth, which 1s promlnontly improssed upon bellevers
throuzhout the Zoriptures, Paul holds to be of the greatest
importance for the proper understanding of every Christisn's
duties,

The foct that sanctificatlon in this 1ife is gradual
and incomplcte st not be abused by the Christian 1n such
8 menner that he mokes no effort tomards sanctification.
On the contrary, it should constently serve toc movo the
to etrive after holiness in the fear

ness 13 impossible in this life,

believer, raul writes,

of God, While perfect holl

l8gni1ippions &, 12-1de
14Epheaians 4, 15=16. Gf also Colossians 2, 19,




1t should nevertheless be the Christian's supreme goal,
"For this 1s the will of God, even your sanctifi-

wld

cation, It is GQod'!s demand thsi: the beliover "cleanse

himaself from sll filthinesa of the flesh and spirit, per-
fecting holiness in the fear of Gocl.":"G

Hegatively, Paul tolls his readers, tho beliover
should put off every sing poaitively, Paul says, he should
put on overy virtue; for only a lifo of perfect holineas
becomes him ne o saint of God in Christ Jesus, = "that ye
might walk worthy of the Lord, unto all pleasing, boing
fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the Know-
ledgo of God." " The 1ife of falth, according to Peul, means
a life of sbsolute self-denisl and of solr-mortificationcla

Paul's exposition on the sanctified 1life, as theso
words clearly show, dispel the charges that have baen
lovelled against him of "antinomianisme" ® The charge of
legalism sgainst James is far better known than the charge
of entinomianism 1laid to the apostle Paul, Yet Bible critics
have found occasion to base the lattor charge against St,

Peaul on the grounds of the "anti-legalistic character" of

151 Thessalonlans 4, S bf. also I Cor. 1, 303
IT Thoss. E' 1de

1871 gorinthisns 7, 1.
E 05-63

175010s2ians 1, 10, Gfe Phil. 43 Col. 33 E
Romans 12-15 °

181 gorinthians 9, 25. 27.
19!7&1503 Se Stewart, _?2. _O_E.' Pe 257«
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hlis eplstlos, Paul's oritics have badly overlooked the
power of which Peul speaks in that "faith which worketh by
love." They miss his point: Paul says that the power for
righteousness of life, for a fulfilling of the Law, does
not 1ie in sinful men; but the fact that such power 1is
lacking does not say that the Law is uselesa or that it
does not apply to human life, Paul says that a 1ife almed
2t conforming to the Lsw does not save; only faith saves =
but that is not snti-nomianism, He clearly urges his
readors to oxorclse themselves in righteous living, but by
the power of God, by the powor and grace the Lord affords
to tho regencrated hesrt.

Thus this charge, like all others, against the ins pired
vritings of Pgul and Jemes, folls in the light of the
apostles! own words., Our study hes confincd itaelf to a
comparison of the epistles of roul and Jemes. A furthor
study of nll the words of Seripture would show that ‘the
exhortations of these two apomtles not only agree together,
but that they are in perfect accord with the whole will and
the commendments of Christ ard with the clear mossage of
His revealed Viorde

Paul and James warn aguinst the same &lns, they urge
tho same virtues, end they atrengthen their readers in
righteousnecss of living. Side by side they warn agelnst

weakness and point their roadors to the strength which flows

from the Viord. There is no conflict here, but a bosutiful
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cohesiveness as these inspired writers outline the path,
noting also the obatacles in the way, of righteousness

of life.




CONCLUSION

"The Zeripture cannot be brokenl" in army of critics
has attacked the inerrancy of 3eripture only to find itself
confounded by the power of God and the magnificent strength
of His %Word,

The charges of a conflict betwoen Pesul and James are
only a2 smaell part of the Enemy'.s master plan to confuse and
to deceive the children of men, However the joy of seeing
even here the words of God confound the cheargos of evil men
bring joy and comfort to every Bible student's heart. The
Qcop and powerful unity of the Soriptures, no matter how
displeyed, motivates greater falth snd stesdfastness in the
belicving soul,

e cennot pretend that this thesls represents an ex-
haustive study of every possible charge ageinst Paul and
James., It does, however, treat all the major doctrines
which sre common in their writings. Our study cannot but
conclude: "The Soripture cannot be brokenl"

Jomes, the brother ard disciple of the Lord, the head
of the Church of Jerusalom, ponned a stirring eplstle
agaiﬁst dead orthodoxy., His resders! knovledge of his back-
ground and of his personal rightoousness gave additional
power to his call to sanctification through tho power of a

living faith.
¢aul, the mighty convert to Christ, the first end

TR R 1y
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groatest missionery to the Gentiles, wrote oxhaustivoly
of the love of God in Chriat Jesus, the saving hope of
every sinful man, Poul's oxperiences, too, were knowvn to
the various congregations to whom he wrote and could not
but underscore the power and the glory of his epistles.

Togother the apostles presont the whole psnorsama of
Christian oxistence., Starting wlth the depravity of man
and God's call to repentance snd faith in Christ 3e;aue,
thoy draw the portrait of the Chrigtien life, deiil:l.cated to
Christ Jesus, filled wlth righteousnoss by the power of God.

¥ny God, who revealed Himsolf ond Fis will for us
in His holy Word in order that “we might belleve,"”
strengthen us by His grace thet we way show forth in our

heerts and lives that we indced are "the children of 1light."
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