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Gode The Law hed made him its slave,?

At tho samoe time tho essential fentures of Pharnsairm
asserted thomsolvos in Paml's mind ond 1ifeo - the dogmatic
easurnnce that tho trodltions of the fathers was the whole
truth and that it was folly to expeot sny new revelation,
1ts extornalizing of o man's duty touard God, its mnnifest
glorying in gocd worke, and 1ts legallztic hardness - these
things gripped the young Soul, threatening the very life of
his soul.® Thus Pawl could later both preach ond write of
the tro dangers inhorent in work-rightecusness: Callousness
and despalr,

Such n mon tho Lord chose as His ambaszedor to the
Gontile nations, Smul, the Pharises, the spectator at
Stephon's doath, tho porsocutor of the Church, beceme Poul,
the chosen vessol of the Lord., The choice was in asccord
with divine wisdon = oxoesllemts Who in the Jewlsh nation
oould botter understend eand battle the logalism end the
vori righteousness of the Gentile peoples than Paul, trained
in logelistic ways, experienced in the futillty of sooking
peace am aclvetion throuzh the Law or through works?

Having soan the hend of God and having heard Eis voloe
on tho rood to Demascus, Poul bost sumanrized the exporiance

Y0hocter Worren Quimby, Pl for Everyome (New Yorks The
Nooliillon Co., 1944), pe 11=-14s

5 and
Inmes S, Stewart, A Men in Christ (Now York: Harpor
Brothors Publishers, no date given), De S8
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of his converslon in his lotter to the Oorinthisns: "God
who commanded the 1light to shine out of darknesz, hath
chined in our heorts, to give the light of the knowledge
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Ohrist,"® paul
likoned his uniguo ezxporience to the groat "Let there be
1ight" of creation's daxm, Vithout a doubt his conversion
uns by f£ar tho most lmportant ond formatlve experisnce of
paults 1ife, AN T« Robertson says:

All sorts of theories have been andvenced to oxplain

away the inovitable mesning of the whole story

that Foul cow tho rison Jesus and hoerd His voloe,

flo opileptic fit, no sunstroke, no swoon, no flash

of lighining can explein what ococurred. The caroer

of Soal as porseoutor 1s stopped, and at once. o

poascible motive for a voluntary changoe on Saults

part can be impgined, FRe was solzed upon by Jesus,

%0 whom he surrondorod on the spot, and his whole

1ife turmmed anbout in exsotly tho gmal.te d:lrest:l.on.

It is an epoch in tho history of stianity.

Throughout his 1life Prul marvellel at the great meroy
end lovo that God showed him in eleoting end ocalling bim to
bo mwbored with the apostolic missionarios.

But tho mark thst chiofly influenced Prul's minlatry
was his confidenco thet the Gospel he preached was direct
from God, In His omn divine wiadom and according to Iils
own divine way, the Lord chose to doclare the Gospel truths

to Paul not through huuen messengers, but directly. Poul

811 Qorinthions 4, 6

75- T,- Robortson, Studies in the Mew Testament
(Nashviller Sunday Sohool Booyd Scuthern Baptist vonventlon,
1015) , Pe 1864,
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‘himself testifies to this fact in Gelatlens 1, 11 - 10

But I cortify you, brethren, that the Gospel which
was preachod of ne 1s not or ment for I neither
rocolvod 1t of mem, noither wme I tauzht 1t, tmt

by tihe revelation of Jesus Ohrist,

For yo have heard of my conversation in time past

in the Jewa'! religion, how that beyond moasure I
peraccutod the Church of God, and wastod 1ts and

profited in the Joewa'! religion sbove meny my equals

in mine om nation, being mors oxsccedingly zealous

of the truditiona of my fathors.

Eut vhen 1t plcased God, who sopurated me from ny

mothor!s wonb, and called me by His graece, to revesl

His son in me, that I might preach Hin the

honthens imzedlately I conferred not with flesh

rnd blood3 nelther went I up to Jerusalem to them

vhich were apostlos beforo me; but I went into

Arebla, cnd returnsd again unto Demascus,

Then aftor threo yeers I wont H t0 Jerusalen to

zoo retor, and chode with him fifteen days, But

othor of tha apostlos saw I nono, save Jawez the

Lord'e brother,

Faul wos o mon of voloonic emotions, Ve ocon only
fuegine as the full glory of the Gospel was poured into his
hoart how he rezcted to the mamory of his forasr oroeod.
Oertainly his now knowledgo of the love of God and tho
porfect liborty of God's children mst heve filled him with
detormination to brenk in the hesrts of others tho power of
the Law and the legalistic faith of works, Psul did not
discard tho Law, for he recognised that 1t hod something
noble in it, 5o saw, however, 1ts powerlossness to Savo.
fle sav as ons of ita funotlons the revelation of sinj he
sow though, too, thabt the Lew actaslly promoted sin in

the rebellicus luman hesrt. He saw the Law o8 o tomporary
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oxpod!.ontsa he saw as 1ts purpose to prepare the way for
the canlng of the Christion mvelntl.m.o Steuwart saya:s

Hence Pmulltes working policy was not first e *
oourse of the Law and then a courae of
Christianity - but Ohristianity atraight avay

for overy men. Nothing could be more explicit
than the clecr-cut altornatives presentod to the
Galations: either the lew, or Christ - you cannot
havo both, A Ohristienity oramped in ita motion
by tha accoutremcnts of legaliem vas as little
£it to fece tho world as David in Smul's armour
was fit to faco Golinth, And any Christionity
whlch pattormed itsolf after the law was virtually
doenying tho finallty of Josus,.. '0f 0ll the stars,!
says Holtzmonn, 'vhich fell to earth in the mighty
firmcmont-sheking exporicmo of Paul's conversion
tho law wes tho grontest,! Uhnt need wos thesa oi'
atars, vhen the full noonday glory hed cometl

Without o doubt Poul's experience under the Low and the
pattern of legnllzm in his youth centributed in great
meazuro to his intenso fecling .agu:l.nst work-rightoousneas,
In ecddition to his porsonel expericnce a8 o men in
gearch of snlvnt;:!.on, 1t was his work as & miszionary that
gave content to his thought, Peul's proaching end his
epistles wero delivercd by a missionary., He had to spoak
and writo to tie needs of the psople. The roligion of the
law hod feilod vhen he put it to the test in his own lifa,
The religion of the Gospel met the teat when he took 1t
into the Romen vorld, It is matural, then, that Paul in

83alatians 3, 17 ££,
SJames 3, Stewort, ope Glte; pe 108LLe
191bia., p. 116,
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hle epistles would stross the Goepel truths of grace and
morcy and falth and sclvation, for he was addressing
"new-born babes” who required "the sincere milk of the
Yord® that they "might grow hhmby.'u' Harrie Franklin
Rall sayst

The lofty idenls of Ohristien love and the sublimo

confidence in what man might become as suggeated

to the Corinthiens were not the products of a

visionary dreaming in his ivory tower. His pioture

of sin drawn for the RNosans was not the work of a

bankrupt idenllst or a misanthroplc peasimist, In

the purlicus of Corinth and kphesus he hed looksd
into the dopths of man's dopravity and soen the
power of eing and In tho men of Euo samo oities

ho saw what his Gospel cmld do.

Penl wee called by God as o missionary to the Gentilos
vhile Janos wos ths spiritunl leador of an eatablished
flock, Poul wao chosen to outiine to memn the full truths
of the Gespol, Jaxoa wes selected to pen instructions for
tho Christion 1ife. Paul's lotters wors ro=zd by poople
vho had not besn instructed fully or at length in the
message of grace, Jemos! epistlo was diotatsd to ecnd read

by poople in whom he pswumed a firm foundation of felth and

of Ohrietisn knovledge. View, then, the 11fe ond experiences

of the two men, the ono trained gradually over & poeriod of
yoors in the precepts of the Christian folth and tho

111 peter 2, 2.

A2 jbner's Sons,
According to Pmul (New York: Chas, Sor
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Ohristien life, vhilo the other - with a background of
forvent Fharasalsm - wns suddenly overwhelmed by the power
of God and captivatcd by the mysteriocus divine rovelation
of God's ebundont grace, and you connot expsot them to pen
thoir epistlos from -the sume perspective, To compare Paul's
lotters with that of James in a cold, hard menner, isolating
thoir words from thalr 1ifs, their position, and thelr
parpose 1s to do both apostlcs an injustice.

Both mon were dedicated to the service of God, both
pennol tholr mossages unlor the imspiration of God. We
do woll, then, to study the wrds of both prayerfully to
gee "what is that good and gracious will of God" which
thoy declearod.



PART IIX
THE CORCEPTS OF THE EPISTLES

In vhich wo consider tho toanchings of Paunl and James
on the vorious matters in vhich thoy have at times boen
considorod "in conflioct."
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