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INTRODUCTION

A library in the church should be an intogral part of the
church®s cducational program for a well selocted and well used
1library can o an "assistant pastor" in the educaticnal aspects of
the ministrys It is the ministry of the printed pages Every edue
oational institution from the olementary school to the university
recongnizes the importance of the library as an indispensablo part
of its worlze Evon some of the large business firms and industrial
corporaticne ar-e eatablishing technical u.:d research libraries
within their plantes to further the sucsess of their employeese
Suroly tho church, whose task is largely educaticmal, camot neglect
80 valuablo and effective a meana of bringing her message and her
teaching to hor members and hor communitye

In this thesis I shall attempt to show the need for a parish
Library, cnd the use to which a ge_:'od parisgh litrary can bte pute
Hy intercct in this topis haa. doveloped through working with
books as a student library assistant, for three ysars at Luther
College idbrary in Docorah, Iowa, end for two years at Luther
Theolorical Seminary Library in Ste Faul, Minnesotas This interest
has Leen supplomented by suacessful use of a parish library pro-
gran in a student mission at Bluffton, Iowa during the last two
years of colleze, and at First Lutheran Church, Eau Claire, Visconsin
during vicarazee :

The need for and the use of & parish litrary permeals the
discussions The organization of ths material leads from the




theorotical to the practical, seeking to lay a foundation and
then building thorones The reader might well ask heary in this day

and age with all its magnificent publie libraries,. sehool libraries,
county librarios, and private libraries, there sould possibly be

e nesd for another one in the churche As recent as 1939 Danton
prosented this observations

Actually, and in spite of the yapid growth of the
1ibrary idea, atout 45,000,000 people in the United
Statos do not kave access to free books and book
servioe, nni goveral million more are only a little
betteor offe

But oven where there is good library service in tho commmity,
the porticular noods of the Church are usually net adequately mote
Apthur Flake writess

Public libraries do not contain the hooks the young people
unecd for their preparation for Christian services

Heither do the homos provide for the religious #raining

of the young people as they shoulde The roligious training
of the children and young people hag been transferred from
the henos to the ohurchese Therefore, it behooves the
churches to provide all tho books needed by the children
and young poople for the deepsning of their ap&ritual
lives and to equip them for Christian service.

It is not only tho need for inessrvice training of its workera,
however, that makes a library an asset to the parish, but there
is an opzortunity and a challenge for the church in the reading

RS 555 Lk S SR

emily iiller Dentan, The Library of Temorrows & Symposium,
edited by Bmily Biller Danton (Ohlcago, illes Ancrican Livrary
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Lrthur Flake, Sunday School Officer and Their Work, (Nas »
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potentiality of tho congreations It 4s the opportunity to encourage
good reading end to roach people in a wey in which they are quite
likely to be receptive, for thoy pick up a book to read when thoy
have the will %o .read ite I!Millor suppostss

The ohief reagon for lack of reading is the feilure of

'‘encouragenent and opportunity. Not only teachers but all

lay people will road good, non technical religious

boolts, of which there are meny on the markots The impor=

tant thing is to sce that they are made roadily awile

ablees A gmall Church School library, placed in the

vagtibule of the ohurch or tho ontremce to tho parigh

housae, inspires the congreation to borrow and roade
Through e parish library tho ohurch can reach into the homss, and
help with the tmaining of the hext gonmeration, by providing matorials
for the parents to read to thelr children, and helping them to
sese the value of tho Holy Soriptures in tholr training of their
childrene l!iare the parish library can meke a most neoded omntribue
tion, pointing out the use of the Bible with children and giving
rarents the aide that will improve their own handling of the Vord
of Gode Lillien Smith reletes an inoident which parish librarians
nmight well pass on to parentss sho writess

There is plenty of intorest today in ohildren's

readinge e have books and articles, survoys and

1ists pointing out what ohildren read, but mainly

from the adult point of views e are in danger,
I think, of overlo:king the importance of the child's

8 ‘ School Teachors
Randolph Crump Miller, A Guide for Church Soho
(Revisod aa.“.i’ilm; Eoulavi.ﬁu “Fho Ololster Iresss Os 1943),
BPe 94-95'



opinion of the Looks he reads, and porhaps too of
forgetting the lovely taste of an unspoiled childe

A ohildren's librarian onco told of seeking favor

in the eyos of a fourmyear=old by offoring to tell

him a story as he lay in his arib at bedtimes “George,”
che said, "do you lmow tho story of the Little Red EHen?"
"Yogwges," he sald, politely bub without enthusiaenm,
then added with an egar change, "do you know *Unto

the hillg=-=mine ayes?' Daddy says that to me, 'the
Lord my ghephord=e-not wante' Say thate" "I was
asham2d,” said the children's librarian, "ne, with

my Little Red Hen$" Alvocady, though ho was orly
four, the conorous rythm of the intoned psalms had
beatan its way into oonsclousnesse What a comment

on the ganasally aacapted idea of an appropriate bed-
time storyd :

This topiae, thon, is rolevant today, both to the partioular
noads of the church itsolfy and in the avenues it affords for oxe
randing the church's programe ;

Thore hag always boon intorest in church or Sunday school
ibrarics, and some of them have played an important role in the
history of cducation end of public 1library servicee Today there
is muoh interest in church libraries, expoolally among the Daptists
ond Methodists, though othor groups aro active in this field, tooe
To call attention to these things end conclude our intreduction,

a soleotion from Lloyd Snyder’s artioles "Clurchos Eave Libraries
Too® is quite appropriates

4 " e Respanaibility to the Child,"
Lillion Smith, "The Library's ‘espons y

The Library of ‘i'ano;rum & 8:mposium edited by Emily liller Daunton
Tc’ﬁicngol American Library issoointion, 1939) 5 ppe 126+7e
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Among tho onrliost librarics in this eocuntry were those
in church parishesy GSomotime bofore Nonjamin FPranklin
founded tho library Company of Fhiladelphing tho Society
for Fromoting Christian knowledge was organized to oge
tablish paroohial librarion in the Amorican colonicae
Even tho {ravoling libraries and bookmobiles of today
hod o distant gnoostor in the saddlebags of tho early
oirouit riderse Tho movament to estatlish librarics as
2 part of evory churoh hng never diéd oute From tire
to time during the ninotoonth century denominational
publishing housog issuad euggeated 1ista of books for
ohurch and churoh school librariese Idbrarics wero.
long theught of as an intogral part of many Sunday
gohooloe Today the movemont townrd establishing
ohurch librarios is recieving £rosh dmpotuse

Spearh:nding this dovolopmont aro the various dencminaew
tional publiohing housoge Thwoir intorcst lics both

in ths dosiro to incroase book sales and in providing
churohes with printod materiais for tho promotion of
churoh work end the propagation of the Christion gospele

A Coaploto and acowrate count of the mumber of ohurch
librarios in oxistonce today is impossiblee Howevery

tho Church Ldbrary Servics lists over 4,000 church lie
brariocs of tho Southern Baptist Church and evor 1,000

of tho Yothodist Churohe These wary in sise frem

sxall colloctions of only a dosen of so books to libraries
with sovoral thousand volumess fWhony for example, the First
Baptiot Chuvch af Dnllua, Tezasy cclobrated its_ tenth

arnivorsary in 1946, it lad over 6,600 volunose’

au"yd He Snyders "Clmrohes Have Libraries Too,” YVillson
Librazy Bulletin, XXIV (February 1060), 432e e




CHAFTER I

Reading is a powerful faotor in molding and shaping human livess
The valus of reading to the individual end the importance of ronde
ing in life and scolety today must ho ecnsidered whonover tho
building of a library is suggestede This iz especially true when
a libroary is proposed for the Church, ginse thc Chureh is intorests
ad’' in everything that contritubes to the molding and shaping of
human iivese Is there suffiociont welue and importance in tho reads
ing of beoks to Justify {he cost of bullding and maintaining a
library? Wherein doos the valuo of books lio? He We Licbert, in
an artiols addressed to professional librarians, makes & statoment
which may suggest the auswer, or a loast holp us te arrive at a
gatisiactory evaluation of books ond yoadinge Hs writes:

Books can Lo swords, and the libraries in which they

orec kopt can be araennls of Democoracys and wo in the

library business can wield them if wo wille If wo

do not have a sense of oxcitement, as we deal daily

with these physical repositories of men's ideas, it

is tins for us to rewexamine ourselves in relation

to the role a librarian or & trustee gan play in thel

most stirring and most importent battle of our times

Is not the role which books play in the transmitting and orcate
ing or stumleting of ideas a major factor of thoir value? Socme
boolts ragord the thoughts and ideas of ages pasts thus transmitting

from menswation to pemeration the insights end accomplishnents

lBerman We Lisbert, "Books-eSwords or Dreans?™ Library Journal,
LXXV (tlovember 1, 1950), 1871e
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gained by those who heave gouo on beforees A etudy of the past often
revoole Uhelr mlstakes and errors as well as their successes, the
knowledge of which can ve put to practical use in meeting the proe
blems emd difficulties of the presente The curiosity, interest,
and thinkiag stimulated by the recorded idoas of groat men, and of
many not so great msuy have oftan led to ressarch and experimentaw
tion which produced iuventions and meshanioal advanccas now msthods
of doing things aud physicel advances, and new thoughts patterns
and phiiczophiuel and sociamlogical advancese Hot only reocrded
history snd philosophy kog led ©o the croation of new ideas, but
alac biographies and literature have often givon the meecded impulse.
The whele ccurse of many & young life has hoen wholescuoly ine
fluenced and sonc even radically coranged because of the study of
the 1lifo of a hero thoy admire and seck to mlateu How often have
not refreshing insights, rencwed determinetion, and healthy ambie
tions gome to ths minds of mon whilc pleasently thrilling to the
adventurcas of a pooi novels And hawo not great ideas besn borm
while the minds that brought them forth have been pouring ovor seam=
ingly boring and dry statistiosy fr¥em which relationships and needs
mave gome %o 1ight which wore never dreamed of bofore? Truly, books

are great "repositories of men's ideas,” btut thoy are much norae,
they are cousative agents which sot men to thinkiuge Thus through
ths stimulating and chamneling of men's thinking, reading exerts a
powerful influenas on ths livcs axd activities of :one

pmp—y
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In gecking to ovaluato what books can do for a person, many
weys of dividing and olagsifying them oould be sot upe Eony types
of books could be discussod individually or in various groupingse
pudley Zuver? makes a portinent cbservation on the effest of bookss

" Ho sayss

Beolts fall readily into those two categoriess some

give information, othera enmtertaimments Thoss torms

sound e bit orass and orudes You can ohange thom,

howevor, into knovwledge and spiritual uplift without

effeoting by meaninge I might express it otherwises

Books are either tools onc uses in cnets work, or

elso they are devioes to remove tho reader frm work

altogothere They eithor toll us how %o make the boat

of ths actunl world, or they f£it us with wings to

ogoape from its toil ond turm&l into anothor world

of fanoy and innmer exporiencos

From the standpoint of the Churchy we would want to digtine
guich betwoon opiritual uplift end entertalmentes It i true that
entorteirmont may 110t ones spirits, but that is quite a different
thing from spiritual uplift in the religous sensos Thore are bools
which foous a man's thought on his rolation to God, and which turn
his mind to tho things of the Spirits Heoping this divergence
from llps Auvor's statemonts in mind,; we might well agree with his
idea of a twoefold division of reading materinls which might read
somothing like thiag Sithor they prepare us bettor to live in the

aotual world (inoluding hore those which effect a spiritmal uplift),

: : " kship of a Hanueorip Reader,"”
Dudley Zuvers "Chips from the Workship
-“‘-‘1.21.’22&: Amooa), Book Supploment; (Jaly 1848) e 826
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or they fit us with wings to excape from itses
In exaning such gmerelizations it is readily ovidert that these

arcas and divisions overlap to mome extents While wo may say that
books provido knowledge and information, or reorcation and entertaine
menty or yot again spiritual end inspirational stimuli, it is quite
possible thet ceritnin books will answer to each of thess purposes
for differont peoples For oxanple, the curront biography of MHartin
Luther by Roland Baintons® Could vory well bo studied by & pro=
fespor or reccarch worker for faots and information, another person
might vory profitably read it dovotiomally for the apirituml impact
of the 1ifo of tho great reformor, whilo sti1l enothor might read it
puroly for fun, deriving rolaxation end plossure from the hours spent
o ite These catgorios may overlap in still snother wmay, too, for
while the one book may, for difforent peoplo, serve in cach of them,

it is also poosible for ono poraom to recoive all. three typos of
benefit frem the some booke Fractisally everyone reading the boolk
nontionod atovo would gain same now information and data concerne
ing Luthor and the Reformation, it is so written tiat s pleasent

and entortaining reading, end ite sutjoct matter is bound to offoat
@ spiritval response in every heart wherein dhriat dwellse _

Bogidos these gencral values and aress in which books render

porsonal bensfits to the reader, we have already mentioned one
specific area, that of stimlating and transaitting idase A eloscly

8201and H, Bainton, Here I Stands A Iife of Martin Luther
(Nashville, Tennesseos AbingdomeOckestury Fresse 190)e
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rolatod aroa in which books pley an importent role is in #ho fors
mulation end developomont of attitudes, goalsy and & philosophy of
lifoe A1l bocks contributo to this area in a more or logs influene
tial dogroos deponding upon the materisl covered and the rennor of
procentatione Ono of the most potent typss of books in this area,
porhaps booceuse of ite cmotional impeot, is fistione The influence
of fiotlion is brought about by tho resder's identdfication of hime
self with certain of the charaotorse An excellont aralysis of
the offeat of ficticn on its roaders is given by Mre Elbert Lenwow
in his bLoolz, koador's Guide Yo Frose Fictionees from whioh the followe

ing oxorpt is toleng

Studente explain that they like to read about human
prodicamcnts and how charactors "aolva problems"4in
spocific situationg, "just in oaseses” Ofton this
is about ag closo ns most adolescents ever ooms to
aduitting vhat adults Imow oocurs within themsolvege—e
that a2 roader identifies himself with the experience
of & varicty of chareotors enccuntsred in bookse
Just how guch idgntifications will take place is uns
prodictablee It may be with clarasters who have
qualities or are involved in situations umlike those
of the seadors or 1t may be with charasters who
meko full use of capacitios gimilar to the recder's,
or arrive at succesgful outoconos in situations like
those in which ho f£inds hingelfe However this may be,
the regder manipulates his identifications in guch a
way as to derive ungconscious satisfactions, eithor of
deprivations and inhivitions, or of geals, aspirations,
:I.dealc. and the likee

It is on the basis of such identifications that
tho adologscent can cerry on those attendant and cone
goquent rrocossogeeexploration of self and formulge
tion of attitudes and goals and out look o 1ifes

4e1bort Lenrow, mammnmm An Introdug-

&"‘Bﬁi‘ﬂ%m
m; .uea on %w Cos, INOes
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Both idcas, then, and attitudes ere influenced by @ porson's
readinge So greal is this influence an cne'e life that one writer
says conoerning a peraon's private liirarys

The house will be full of books that never change

because thoy can be in the roreading more satisfying

than now volun:se Eooks reflect the owmers of the

homo, who through the years have oreated gradvally

librarics that are more like their cwnors than most

portraitse For they shuw growth and change in tasto,

the infivences which mold chareotere Often the bocks

thomsslves in such 2 colleotion have }%d a shave in

making the non and wemen who own theme

8inco books have such & profound end deep influcnce on mman
lives, it iz no wonder that tho Church is interested in the .md-
ing of hor memborse Cuided reading means guided livese There is
more truth then fiction in the proverbial sayings "You are what you
roade” Toloy in Amcrica, with the maltitude of Pook Cluhs pressing .
on overy side for menbars, the pressure for being "well road™ is
practically boing brought to bear on every man, woman, and child
in the countrye Thus ths need for reading guldance is a greator

ohallengs, to tho Church today than ever befores A Talther League

publication pointod to it a few years agos

Today more than over befors books and reading aro
playing an important role in the lives of the Amore
iocan peoplee DBeok Club momterships are reaching
unheard locvels, end now boo:;blnbs :rfemb;l:g
organized gonstantlys The ors ongroe
gations arc inoluded in this orop of individuals
intensely interested in besoming welleresd and well
informeds It goes without saylng &hat the Church

5 . Books Warks A Guide to the Use of
Librarios (Wew Tork: Simon Jotmater, 1943)s Ds 240
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ghould prove its decp intcrest hore nlaus

They aro going %o rondwwsur Church psople are poing to read,
ond the vooks thoy read are poing to influence thoir livees, for
better or for worsac' It 4o of utnost impertancos thems that the
Church be concerned about the books whioh her people are veedings As
vie propose a library for the Churohy; we take into asocount this
tromondoue inflvoncd whioch books have in molding and shaping human
lives, and sesk to gulde the cholce of reading matorials by provids
in a woll sclecoted oolloation of bookse- Tho words of Js D Snider
ooncerning bocks in the boginning of his intoresting volumo, I love
Books, malkes & {itiing gummary with which o close this ohapters

Thoy are no longer & lwmrys They are & nesesoitye

tio valus them not go much for what we see in them eg

for vhat wo goc through thomesnot bocause we get so

much out of thesy coause through them wo pet go
wuch more out of lifes -

GEi Je Salaske; YA Churoh Library,” ILeader's Guide, VI
(July 1640}, 624

7.:», Dy Smidor, 1 Love Books (Rovised oditiong Washingteny De Cet
Roview end Herald, 104%); pe 15% '



CIAPTER IX

Adding ths o«.ﬁcntioml progran of the Church is one of the
pricary f_uno‘aions of the Farigh Librarye It is o an aid to the
existing toaching agenoloes of the Church that most parish librarics
ero or will be starteds Whonaver somothing mﬂ or edditional is
suggeated for the Churchy eepeeially in ths line of educational
agoncics, objection is of'::en.' raised on ths grounds that the present
agenocies can do the job if they are but improved end ussd to the
fullest cxtent of thoir poseibiliticse The present agensiss used
in the parishes include one or scveral primary teaching agencies
gsuch o& the Sunday Scheool, tho Vacation Bible Schuoly, tho 2eloased
Time Scheoly and the Christian Doy Scheel; and usually ssveral
socondary agsacics sush as ladiogt Alds, Yen's Clubsy and Young
Feeple's Scciotisge In view of tho objootion mentiocnsd abave which
way be raised at the suggeetion of a library for the Church, we
must {irst releto the Papish Library to theso teaching agenoiese
The worls of avery ono of these néanoios cap and will beo improved by
the aids and resources of an adequato parish librarye At tho same
tinos nove of them can be used ¥o their fullsst extent without good
1ibrary servicce Zvery ozs of thom noods printed materials in oms
form or another, both for teachors and pupils, and thoy must be
available et tho right timew-when they are needsdw—to e of any
values A 2ibrory serves o twofold function in this respoct, it
oolleots and systematizes the materials which the parish posseszcs
to make them readily svailable, md, having gathored togsther what
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the -parish nc: hag, it readily brings to attention materials that
arc lackings geps that should be fillede Thus tho Farish Library
beoomss & provider of study matericlse As such, it could elmost
bo considercd o ascessityes So Smyder, In bis artiolo, "Charches
Have Librarics Too,”™ wriless

i’-any'chumhes ncw lock upon libraries as an indige

pensable part of thelr programss Liko schools, thsy

rooognlize the fact thet an adoquatz educational proe

gram is impessille without printed rosourcess Yarkt

of the work naturally involves the teohnienl progsosses

of oporating a library, which may include not only

bookksy tut alsc pghmphlets, magazige artisles, still

picturos, slides, and filmsiripse

The rarish Library, then, gathors and orgonizes for ready
distribution the resourcc matericls meeded in the educational proe
granm of the Churche Thoure arc threo major areas in which this sor=
vioo is importent for thu effootive Church program todays First,
in ths training of the lay foross of tho parish~e=lay lsadership
traininge. Socondly, in providing supplementary materials for the
pupile in the Church's schcolse Thirdly, in gathoring and supply=
ing program materials for the awxilery orgonizaticns, the seconds
ary educationnl agenciese :

lay Leadership training is @ pricary cosdern in ths churches
todays Iey ectivity hes always been o cheractoristie of the Amerle
can Churchsse Loadorship of the euxilary organizations and mach of
the laymane Today, with the empasis on lay svengolisn, some of

the parish visitation grogran is 2l8o being made tho responsability

71:1 R Snydor, Jre "Churchos Have Libraries Too," Wilson
Library gﬁlerﬂ.n. XxTv (rebruary 1950), 432




16
of laymone ore and more the laymen ere boing rooruited for service
in the Church, greator responsibilities aro being placed upon them,
and somo parishes even go o far as to assign & task for each mome
bore The more the loymen take over the responsibility for the sucvess
of the parish, the more tmininz they will nsed for thoir worke Those
who teach in the Sunday Sohcoly, Vasatiom Biblo School, and Releaged=
timo School need instruction in subjeot matter and training in mothods;
those who aot as advigors for the Young Feople's Sooieties nced traine
ing in youthework, and those who serve in othor capacities mst be
prepared to do the beat job possible in the area in which they serves
Thus, leadorship training programs are éssential to the suosess of
@ parish mrogram that dopends on an active laitye .

The Parich Librory is ean exccedingly important source of leadere
ehip training, It should etirmlate study and research in all the
arcas whore tho laymon are working, and in related ficlds whioh will
supplenent their work, by providing attractive and well writton mater=
ials and meling them available to the people who need theme As some
golloge librarics sot aside special matericls and certain sholvos
as a faoulty workshop, tho churches oculd well provide guch a worke=
shop for thoir teachers and leaderse Heim memtioms it in his recent
book on tho Sunday Schools

Ono form of leadership education which is awailable

for every acngreation is guided r s A Church

8school workers'! library, r amall to begin, ocan

be establisheds Lists of recormended books can be

seoured from dencminational houses which keep 3
revising their lists to include new putlicationse

2Ralph De Heim, Loadinga S Ghurch Schools (Philadelphias
The nﬂl'ﬂolgerz Prest, 3 Do ﬁo
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The importance of such a aollection of books for the training
of lay leodors carmot bo ovorestimateds Pegular ineservico training
eomos primarily from readinge  Tho soops of this reading program is
pointed out by Chamberlin int [The Church emd Its Young Adults, where
he writesy

To boconms such a lay leader a mon nseds to
ocomtinually, to road informative books, and to keop
ebreast to contemporery roliglous litereatures It

is inmpossible for every church member to take
thoological training, yet the local church that
gives its mombors most of tho essentials of a semie
nary courso is the church that will have preparod its
laynen for compotent leadership, both in ths ohurch
and in thegcormmitye Zeal must to balanced with
Incaledgee

Tho pastor willy, no doubt, wvant to umdu;:t regular classes of
" instruction in saxe of tho gubjoots most meeded by his lay loaderse
Cirouit toccher«training ocourses and summer camps will also help
to moot the nced for manys As good as these sources oan be, they
must be supplemcnted with further reading by the laymens As Ce
Muoiler speaks of it in conneotion with Sunday Sohcol teacher trainw
ing, but his remarks oould apply also to other lay loadership activie

tios as wells To writes:

But “eachors nced in addition the help and inspiration

that comes from private sutdye  The reading of good

books may become an education in itselfs An upeto=

date library will be the toachers' auxiliarye A

radingoeursaiantthemtmlmuu

teacheretrainings At lonst a fow good books gshould

. be read each yesr by the Suniayeschcol teachers A

wortimhile book furnishes the results of tho author's
patiet researoh and thoughtful reflexione So much

3 ) Young Adults, (Nashville,
Jde Ge Chamberlin, The Church and Its :
Ternossees AbingdomeCoksabury Troass TUiS)s Do brs
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valuable material has boen gathored together in such
@ bock, matorial that no ons can transmit to us in
loaturss, that a teacher cannot afford to negleot
privato readings Lot a toachor develop the habit of
reading and research, and he will be much more likoly
than ho would otherwise to be stimulate his pupils

to study, for he will then regemble the soribe so
highly commended by our Lordy who, like a good hovges
holder, "br:l.ggeth forth out of his treasuro thinge
new and old."

4 study of lay lesdership in the protestant churohes was made

by Leo Vaugn Egkor, in vhich somo attention was given to the use

of printed rescurces by those leadors who wers involed in the studye

Information was collogted from 1001 laymen who were notively engapged

in loadorship position in their churchese Some of the findings of

this study are given in tablss one'and two, ond in the scleations

quoted belew, which give soms indication as to the walue of reanding

for effective leadershipe

To what extent do thoso who are partioipating actively
in some part of ths churches work consider that their
loadorship aotivities in this comnection have involved
dofinits atudy of or use of reading on spesifiorlly
Christian resource nraag? ";a The following proportions
wore found cmong thoze 1001 laymene

822, or 623, indicated some definite uce of the Bible,
or matorial dealing with oharaotors and teachings from
the Bitle,; indludings the 1life of jesus, teachings from
Josus, Por today, othor charaoters end teachings from
the How Testamenty Characters and teachings from the
old Testamente Only a vory fuw indicated the last two items
who did not also indicate ons of the first threse

383, or 3346, indicated study or use of reading on
higtory of Christianity, the Church, missionse

881, or 337, :lad:l.oatad Chrigtian ethics applied to
gocial problomss

44, Co Nusller, "The Church Library," Sunday Sohcol Teacher's

Quarterly, XXVII (January 1941), 8e

‘Yow

4120 Vaughn Parker, lay Loadership in Protestant Churches,
Yorks Associated Fress, 1054), pe .
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TABIE X

Differences in the proportions of lay lcaders who roported leadership activities involving

atudy or attempted use of various speoiffically Christian resource areas-~in acoordance with cerw
tain differncoes in training and exporiencee

1001 lay History of °~  Christian Either Bible Biblo Home of these
Leaders " Christianity  social ethicz or both materials only
Younger 35e5 3965 51.9 70.2 212 2049
(453)
Older 8led 27 o7 4040 B85 138 43,2
(548)
Go:(l.:.a% 4046 42,9 5648 7248 16.1 28.1
8
2645 2349 3545 54.3 21.4 4341
Non=gollege
(514)
328 leadors of Adolescents:
Youmgar ' .
{182) 3940 45al 5Te1 8146 28,0 14.7
Older
(141) 4641 5949 596 7842 26.0 1442
College
- (170) 4845 4842 668 8246 24,1 10.6
Non=college

(183) 3742 3646 5§03 T7<4 3046 1849



TABIE II

Differences in the proportions of lay leaders who reported leadership aotivities involving
study or attempted use of various resource rosource arcas not spcoifically Christianwe-in agoord=
ance with ecertain differences in training and experiencoe

1001 lay
Leaders

Younger
Older :
College
Non=gollege

General
Bistary

301
32.4
405
21.8

Poychology CGreat

3040
30.0
4l.1
19.4

R ————_——

Literature

2449
1540
2745
11.8

Sooiology Fhilosophy Theology Home of 20

2309
15.1
28.3
10,0

212
2149
23.8

847

11.7
Geb
12.3
Geb

Resouras Arease

1443
8149
1642
313



20
Other reading natorials besldes thoge of the religion seotion of
& library were also considered halpful to these leaders in the carryw

ing out of their dutles. Those areag should also ba considered for ,
the Farish Librerye s

Although the leyman's use of the resourccs of recorded
exporience and thinking vhich ars specifically
Chrigtian may bo oonsidered of primary importance
with regard to the quality of his leadsrship in the
ohurch, other resouros aroas, less spooifically or
exalusively Christian or religious, are also of very
great importancces Coriain of these areas of gencral
Ixowledge and recorded lman experiense, if used at
all offectively in comncetlion with responsibilities
in the onurch®s worls, would probably have a mosb
sipnificant inflummge on the nature and quality of
the leadership of any individvale To what extont did these
laymen conaidor they had nesded or had attempted to
relke use of those recource arcas? Tho replies of the
1001 laymen shoved the followings
08, or 3137, said that in commegtion with certain
leaderchip activitics which they had indicated they
hod made soms study of or used previous reading on
Ycharactors oud events of general historyet!
300, or S0%, said tho sume with reforence to
Ypeycholory in its boaring on vnderstanding individualse'
195, or 1De5%, said the same with reference to
Yeront litoratures®
191, or 1%%, said the samc with referense to
fsooiolozy or socinl soiences* a
181, or 16%, said the same with referonce to
tohilogophye™
89, or 97, said the same with reference to *theologye!
240, or 24%, cid not roport uge in comnection with
their church astivitios of any of the resource arcas
as listed, cither specifionlly Christian or othormises
By far the levpgest humber veported attempted uso of
roading on 'characters and events of goneral history!
and on "psychology with reforence to underatanding
individualet~=-neerly os mny as roported ‘Christian
history? op fehristion othics applicd to soccial
problemse?

SR A S £ e e S -
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This study has pointod out the importance and the influcnce of
books and roading as appllod to the usc lenders in the churech mske
of such resources when they cre awilahles This chonld inteorest
overy alert charch loader in sesing to it that anadequate parish 1libe
rary is provided for the use of the loaders in his parishe Threugh
supplying the needs of the lay leaders, bringing books and pamphlets,
ploturos and pordodicels to those who sorve in position of respomei=
b11ity in the zarigh, the Tarigh Library side the educational agemoies
of the churche It imgrowvss the educational agensies by improving
their tcochers and leadorse Tho offootivencss of those agenoles will
grow ag thoir leaders grow through contimual reading end studylnge
In this reapcot the Farish Library has a direct influence on the pree
gent parish mrogram and thms is an indigponsablo aid in en aggressive
pavishe

Supplementary reading materials for tho puplilas are being recow
galzed oo important in modern educational techniquese The puplls
in the Churchts educaticmal program also need such supplements to
their loscons in Christianity end to their studies of the Bibles In
this arca, toc, the Parish Library acts as an aid to the prosent
Brish prograne ‘ X

There ars two major typ;m of supglementary roading material tha
the Papish Library should provides First, that vwhich is intendsd for
Pesearch and faotval informatleny seoondlyy that which is imtended
for gensral background and general overview, both introdustory and
summary, Thore is .uuoh paterial available for children of the
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gecond type, the genoral materinls, Thore are some rosearch
mterials avrilatle for ohildren, too, but in ¢his arca they will
probably have to be taurht to use the same matoriels os thoir clderse

The ficld of ronearch materiale includes such things as Bible
dicticnarias, geographise of tho Holy Iand end mdjaocont areas, maps
and etlasce, & picture collectiony end possibvly Bitle Story Bookss
The ehildrem in the upper grades oould well ba taught to uee a Bible
Conoordnnee and simple comrentaricses Ths Bitle lesson could bo
greatly enriched by tho use of a few well chosen pioturese Traocing
the Journoye of Josus and Faul, of Abtraham and tho Children of Israel
on colorful nors ond losating oitles and gountries, mowntains and
rivers which are mentionod in the leasons will help to make the
storiss come to 1lifee Thore nre often references to Jewlsh, Greck,
Babylonian, the Roman oustoms which scue of the ohildren would ene
Joy looking up in the Birle Dictlonarys In tho hands of a sikillful
teachsr (and nl) Sumday School teachers should ba able to develop
the skill) these tools can anrich the aoourses of instruction, despen
the undorstandine, and oxpend tho Diblical horizoms of all who use
them,

The general roading matorisls cover & much wider scopee It
0ould be linited to fiotion and story bodks, but for the purposes
of Religious Fiucation, every tyce of reading mterial not ineluded
in specifically reference materials may o izcluded hores Primary
emomg these for the Church ldbrary are Dicgrephys Hieslons Historys
Chrigtien fiotiom, and story bookse Other ecmparatively unrelated
felds oan be applied in Christisn treining elso, for examplo,
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nature gtudy tocks axd cleseatary scheol astronony might supplomont
tho oreanticn story showlng the wonders of God's universe s "The
heavons deolsro tho glory of Cod and firmanent showoth His handie
works" Poalne 13, le Much dn ths f£isld of music is direot religicus
end diversilied types of litorature may provide excellont suprle=
ments in the parish cdusationsl programe

The two main uges of such general materials, ns has alroady
been suggestied; is the introduoing o2 new material and ths summariz=
ing of lessonc already covercds Goody well written fiection which
ie exciting or otherwise holds th: child’s interest, can te used
to fomiliarize him with many of tho now thinzs he will meet in his
lesconse lipr much onsier it would bo for the ohild to undorstend
the lcssen ond Bitle Story Af he become familier with the peography
of the Holy land, place nemes, and atove all the customs and manner
of 1ife in the encient world through the thrllling acventurea of .
novels snd story books dealing with these people and placose Many
of the religicus concopte also, which tend to bsoome abstract, and
therefore urintelligble to the ohild, can best be introduced ard
an best be introduced and olearly illustrated in the story booke
Aftor the subjeot matior has ':ean‘ throoughly studied & more diffioult
book on the subjeot may be read with profit end pleasurce

From whet has tcon said thus far concerning supplemsniary reade
inge it is ovident that tho Farich Librery should oemtain o large
seation of bucks for childrene Thore is amcther reason not cons
nectod direotly with the Churches® schools, for having & large
wollestion of good books for Childrens Fositively stated, it would
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be the nead fur guiding the childronts reading in gancral, esposislly
his recreaticnal reacinge Stating it aegatively, the ohild must
be kept {rom the poory the hamful, and ths mediocore, by piving him
that which iz bueste
Une of the largcst seetlons of the Church Library sould be that
for children betwcen tho agus of ton and fiftcons This is 2 poried
in a child's lifs in which tho Church must be espeoially interested
in groviding wholcscwe literature and good resding for its children
end young pucpleg for this ic the age at which the ohild doss most
of his readinge Termon and Lime roport:
The twelfth or tho thirtesnth ysar usually marks the
begiming of what is cczmonly oalled the “"reading
orazce’ Hevor agein in his life does the averege
individuel road as many books in cne year as ho reads
at 12 or 13e Doys genmorally roach this maximum
emount at 13, but girls, who mature more rapidly
than boyss usually read their greatest mmber of
Ttoolss at 12, This is a difficult time for parents,
when the child 1s devowring every book in sight and
derunding noroe Fortuwnate indeed are the parents
who have succeedod by this time in dwel_?ping in
their ohild a taste for good literatures
This quotation nlso poimts out the importonce of providing good
litorature vefore this oritical age is reached, that tho tastes of
the child might e dirested to the Letter types of bookss
(ne of tho main problems in guiding ckildren's reading is mere=
1y having the good books availatle, providing whet is emong the better

and the boste .A Couple of quotations from Fillian Snith ghow this

very rointedlys

®rorman and Lima, Childrent A Guide for l’h'r:;tl and
Teachers, (Hew Yorks Ds Apploton and Conpanys ¥526), pe 27




Tho importent point to romember is that Children's
reading, unliko that of adults, is ommditioned by
what is at hande Whothor they find books, as did
young Stenley Baldwin, in the wellechosen 1ibrarios
of their fathers, or whothar they bsooms "th

of the most worthless and mentally devastating
printed matier" for lack of such a library, one thing
iz sure, and that is that ohildren will road somge
thinge “Take what you will, quoth God, and pay for it."
ind they do pay for it, these ochildren who through
no fault of their owm take what 1s cheap end shoddy
because it is at hand and so-beome-mained all thoip
livese

VWlo only precieve that to whioh we ettuoned,”

said, Conrad Ailzen, and 1f some children are attuned
%o the medioora it may be it is by reason of the
failure of the grownups, on wham they are dependent,
to provide bread in ploce of atgnas, even though
they muct be “stepping stonege"

Thus the librapy hes e tromendous responsibility toward the
children it serves, and the Churoh has an excellent opportunity to
sorve its children through tho Parish Libraryy molding their thinke
ing, intorosts, end idealse Cur discussion on the supplementary
character of the Library can best bo summarized by & quotatiom from
the FortywScoond Tearbook of tho NeSeSsEes

The concept of the library in formal education,
mrticularly at the lovels of the elomentary and
secondary school, has wndergone significant changos.
This chanro ig evident in reny ways and effeots tho
entire educationmal progreme Books are considered as
means of extending experisnce ond as aids to thinke.
ing rather than solely as sources of informatione.
The librery is thought of as & functional unit of
the school or of sosiety rather than as & place or
as a golleoction of bookse Library matorials ars

7 : Respousitility to tho Child,”
L111isn Smith, "The Litrary's m by Eodly Mo Dantons

The Iibrary of Tommorows A Symposium,
{Chicagor. l%&!m mmﬁlﬁ%ﬂ;n 1939); ps. 125.
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concelived of as materials of !.nstrusﬂon and not
morely as booikzs or periedicals,eess

Frogram materiels for the auxilary orpanizations, such as the
ladics alde, the men's olubs, and the young people's societics,
should be kapt in the Farlsh Litrary go that they are readily availe
able when ncedede Thore are &t least three kinds of materials that
can be provided Dy the library for the uses of these orpanizationse
First, matorials for the ropular and upaoigl meetings which do not
involve group perticirations This would inolude prayer books and
leader's guidos for worship for the leader of devotions, collections
of readincs and meditations f'or all typos of osonsions, and postry
oollectionse It mipght be woll also to have cheet music end song
oollections of appropriato musiec for use in the Clmroh and for the
various types of programs that will bo sponsered eithor by the
organizaticns or the congrogations Seoondly, materials for the meot-
ings which involve group perticipation, ospooially topioc studiese
This would inolude spocial books on the topio being studied, and gene
eraly related materinlse Thirdly, the library should provide books
that will help in the plaming end executing of social mestings
and that reoreational pericds at other mectingss This will include
books on gemeg and party suggostions, hintg for the toastmaster,
and materials for plamning and serving banquets end parish dimmerse
Besides those, the library should keep filss of the poriodiocals of

9 Soo for the Study
mw«:mrmmwm% T
Toraaiion Foxt T Tho L i tioss Tho Univoralt
olson Be Henry, (Gﬂu:% oation, Ibe Univorsity
of Chicago, 0¢1943) e 6o
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all tho orgenizations and indexes of them if possiblos A file of
pemphlets and tracisc could be holpful alsce In this arca especially,
the work of the litrary is the colleoting and systemetizing of the
materinls to make them roadily gwailable whon neededs
Thus the.Parish Library can be an aid to the existing agencies
of the Church and in the present parish oducational programe




CEAFTER IIX

As en agency of teaching the Farish library can wield an ine
fluenoe abovo and beyond thet of the Sunday School, FParochial School,
and other teaching agencies of the Churchs Having considered its
posibilities as an aid to tho existing agonoles for education in tho
parish, wo now set forth the Farish Library as an effeot!.ﬁ teaching
agenoy itself, in its om right, apart from its functions as & supplee
ment to other souress of parish education.

The status of the library, also in the field of general educa=
tion, has shiftcd oway from that of a mere supplemente Tho purpose
of the library is being reinterpreted, and it is being given a proe
minert place in the public gchool systems Onme report from modern ed=
ucators ctates this prupose in the contost of gemeral educations

The fundamental purpose of the library in education

is to help attnin the objectives of the educational

programe The library is an intelgral part of the

program; 4t canmot be set aside as a supplement to

other educatiocal functions and activitiose Accorde

ingly, the cbjecotives of tho library are uian].l!

identical with those of the educational programe
As such, the 1ibrary is an educators It provides the basio tools for
selfeaducation and makes available meny authorities and en endless
varlety of additional materinlse "A librery is mot a postegraduate

school it is the cammon Fn:ln:m:li'z This is espocially true in the

lﬂem'y. Helson B (ed& The %r‘_m%d Yearbook of W
7 sty

Soetety £5F the Shudj of KAime S oF Fiucation, Yhe Valvorsity

oF Thisaze, 0s2045) . pe 1

- 23y Co Dana, A Library Priners (Bostons
Pedl, =

le
Library Bureau, @41820)p
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area of roligicne Hoat of the cormon man's knowledge of Church Higbe
ory, History of Christian Nissions, Church }usie and Hymmology, Liture
gy and Worship, Christian Charities and Welfare work, and: nunorous
othor subjeots of interest and value to him in his Christien life
and gerviee will have to m.me through his private rudiné of books
and periodicals rrovided by the rFarish Librarys

It oarmot be too often repeated that books are
toachers, roady at a moment's notice to proolain the
truth as they possess ite They are often dull and ;
dry, and inevitably they grow old and sumetimes out
of date,e Thore are, hawever, certain advantages in
connection with this body of teacherss They never /
speak oxcept whon asked to, they can be returned to:
gilence tho moment thoy become uninteresting, and

once acquired they draw no anmml stipsnds exospt

tho cost of the roof over thoir heads and a small
inoreasemont of inoreasing oost in making room for all
new camerse To those assets wo who teach orally must
perforco admit anothor advantagee This written
favolty can be expanded until one can oonsult authorities
on every subjeot, andy since for ite faculty thore

ia no retiring age; it can include the great acholats
of the past, of whom today's leaders are proud to
call themsclves dino!.ples.s

Thua, the library, in gemeral, is the teacher for the great
majority of psople, o teacher whose teaching cam be extemsive or in=-
tensive depending upon its prupose and its ability to arouse the ine
terest of ite patrons end stimulate further use on thelir parte
Through careful seleotion of the bodks for her library, the Church
oan direqt the learning of hor people and teach them those things
vwhich ghe is intorested in having them learne Through the library

. A Study of Colls
Harvie Branscomb, Teao With Bookss
Libraries. (Chicagos y Tosoling With Bokat 1 ZRK STG00) pe WTe
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tho Church can set up a volunisry adult education program, soliciting
the interes® of hor members in studying the various areas of Christe
dan knowledge by providing the books and psricdicals nueded, by
proparing reading lists end study guides to ald them by their secece
tion of materials, ond perhaps by providing opportunities to discuss
what hag Leon read through study end interost groups, reading olubs,
or ocoasicnal hook or topls discussions at the regular organization
moetingse County and civie agenciss are making peopls concious of
tholir need for further situdy and are establishing adult education
programs all over the countryes Thus tho Church has only to channel
thoso intercsts in adult education to the the concerns of the
Churche Studies have Leen made of the role of the library in adult
oducation, and from those studiez Rainey conaludess

I 33 cloar algo that inforsal methods of oducation

are going to play en inoreasingly significant role

in the whols movement for adult educatione The

library, thorefore, will becoms incroasingly

inportont as an educational institutions We find

in cur studies tnt reading renks first amoung youth

8e & loisureetime aotivity and inoreases in popularity

8¢ age advancese There is no escape from the fact

that the amount of 1ibrary reading will increase

enormously in the futuree Owr studics further

indicate that only a very small peroentage of homoa

can afford to buy the reading materials that are

desirod for either children or adultsje These reading

materials will hnze to bo furnished largely by
public librariess 3

Fublio libraries, hawever, seldan have an adequate religion seo=
tion, either from the standpoint of goneral Christian literature or

4

a Adults Educge
Louia Re Wilsan, (ede) The Role of tho Lib in
tions Papers Presented vefore the Lib Imh? %%@@
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from the standpoint of the nceds of any partioular Churche If the
Churoh has a definits body of litorature she desires her people to
read, sho will have to provide that literature in her own librarye

1% is appropriato that the Church have a livrary

end roadingerocmy somsthing more, too, than the
Sunday~school librarys appropriate that the chureh
ensourage her gsople to read, and to read that which is
"worth whils."

Such e library progrem in the church we might call a book ministry,

or ag Zsim oalls it, a ministry of readinge Although Heim is speak=
ing of a Sunday School library, his comments vory well sumariza

what has boon said Ghus far in rogard to tho Farish Livsarye Is writess

The librarian of the future, therefores; will mot
meroly kecp records of booksy e will sooperate
with teachsors and other workers to build intollis
gently and promoto the use of a body of reading and
refercence matorials serving all the members of the
schcole Books on the Bible, theology, ethios, the
church and its enterprises; materials for worship
serviges and fellouship evonts, as well as books on
the theory of these gotivitlesy a file of materials
rertaining to social tremds in which Christians are
interoatede-the 1ibrarian will be buildings collestion
of those things and fostering thelr usee Essentjally
he will e a minister of reading for ths schools™

& ministry of resding is important for the Church in & mation
of readerse To illustrete how the Parish Library can be an effoe=
tive teaching agenoy in its om right, we shall discuss briofly a
fow of the arcas in which it can be effestives The pragtical spplie
cation of such reading to the Christian's 1ife today shall he our

5 in Church Works The
George Whitefiold liead, HNodorn lMsthods in Church
Sospel Renag:asanea, (Hew York: Dodd, Head and Company, 1896)s pe 184

ﬂRch Ds Heim, Lea 8 Sulﬂlf church Sahooly (Philadelphisas
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chief conscern, such as broadming the individual's understanding,
shaping and influenoing attitudes, and putting faith into practices
The power of bools to do this has alroady been disgussed in the first
chaptere

The first area for oonsidoration is that of Bible study helpse
The importance of Bibtle reading and Bible studying for the Christian
can nover bo ovoremphasizede The Life of the Spirit is emgendered,
murtured, ond stayed by the Word of Gode God's Word is necessary
for Lifes The Christian must be helpod in his use of the Bible, that
he mipht receive spriitval food to sustain his 1life in Gode Some=
. timeg it may be a fow facts that will holp him to understand what he
is reading, and through wderstending gain new spiritual insights
and .hnpiration. Such faots might bte supplied by a book like Halley's
Pooket Bible Handbook, or an atlas or georgraphy of the Holy Lande
Somotimos it may be the moaning of a word ;r an explanation of Hebrew
oustoms thot he needs, such as ooculd be found in a good Bible dioticn=

erye Ferhaps an ovorview of the whole book that he is studying and
en outline of it, such as he could get from & book 1ike Hygponvik's
Your Xey to the Bible, which would bring cut richer meaning and full-
er understondinge Such materials can be used in the study of the
Soriptures to help the studen interpret the passage he is studying,
end will help meke the interpretation of diffioult passages easier
for those who will toke the time to use theme The librery ghould al=
L0 make aveilable a fow simple but sound cocmentarics on the various
books of the Bible, for scme may be encouraged to study further &
cortain passage or book bocause of intorest arcused by reading of
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hearing comoonc elao's interprotations lack of undergtanding seems
to be a major complaint cgainat Bible reading by many laymens Pere
haps such Bible study holpe provided by the Parish Library would help
more people get into the Bible reading hubﬁ:.

A Segond area in which the Parish Library oould help the pare
ishioner in hic selotion of materials is in that of devotional and
ingpiretional literaturce Aids to family worship, prayer books,
neditatione for everylay, and instructions for practioing tho family
eltar, are ncoded in many Christien homss todaye Many families do
not kmow how to worship togethore A fow printed aids together with
scme Instructlons and help from their pastor would be all that some
fanllies noed to quiciron tho church in thelir homoe

Prayer bonks and alds to private worship should also be made
availavle through the church's librarys Books about prayer as well
as oollootions of prayors will be helpful to manys For the odifie
cation and inspiration that acme from reading such classics of
Christian Dovotionel literature as The Little Flowors of St Frandos,

Serhard's Sacred Heditations, ond The Practice of the Presence of God

by Brother Lawrence should be inoluded ir every parish collcotion
of bookes More recent devotiomal books which would also serve to
odify and inspive are cuch works as Os Pe Kretzmenn's The Pilgrims
Hes We Goekei, That Josus leans to Moy Ae leo, Uy Soul ore Bents

and severnl of the bocks of Oe Hallesbye This typs of 1iterature can

serve to deopen the spiritunl insight and earioh ones 1ife through
the experience of others, thusevicaricus exporiencds

Tho third ares has a double funotion, responsibility, or opporte
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unity, that of calling workers into the field, and that of intereste
ing others in ths workorg, tha fiolds, and in supporting the work and
the workerse This 13 the area of missionary education and litoraturee
This aren includes History of missicns, Missions by oountries or
fields, Hission Biography, Homs Missions, and Evangelisme Dooks om
these toplos should serve first of all to strengthen the faith of
the reader, for one ozn not but rejolce as one studies the expans’
sion of Christianity and soes the followship of beliovera estend to
pooplec of every tribe and mations A knowledge of the mission ficlds
and tho work thet is bLolng deme thore and en acquaintanss with the
lives of the men who have labored there should arouse the intorest
of every beliover in Christ in miscionary enterprises Through such
‘reading Cod may call young and able men and women to serve him in
these far sway lanise Through such reading God may alert those who
osnrot go thomsclves to their respomsitility to the people who have
not yot hoard the messege of Jogus Christ that they might aontrie
bute to tho support of those who gos Through such xtndhls nany may
be prepared to carry out an evengelism program in thelr omn community
thus extending the Xingdem in this land gs thelr faverite missionary
heroes have done in other landse

Books on missionary and evangelism methods aro also important
in this seotion of the library, so that the aduoae_aa laity might
8ls0 te trainod laity, traimed to ewangelise their meighborhood
throuph thedr witmoss and tholr worke Sosial missions might also he
inoluded hore, embracing welfare work, care of the aged and orphans,
hospital worlk, ministry to the outoasts, the homeless men, thay e
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grant workers the unwed mothecrs, and ﬁ;oib in prisions Both for the
prozotion of forelgn missiois and of hone misslons, thens tho Parish
I.:I.prary must supply good reading materialse This emphasis is well
brought out by ¥artha Hixson in her bock ‘on Mission Hothods, where she

wiritess

Sinoe the Sundayeschool library furnishes one of the most

poplar features of the school; it offer one of the

beat and most direot avemues through which the childe

ren may be interested in missionss The reading of

missiorary books of the right kind is one of the

best means of glving strength to Christian charactere

A study of the work of missionariss, showing as it

“"Apostles,” cammot but emphasize and make real by its

prescnt«day examples the teachinga of the Biblee

Since tho very homo life of our youth is being sature

ated with knovledge of great commercial enterprises

ond world«wide achisvenents, it is vital that a correst

view of Christien missions be glven at the same timee
While missionary programs and addresses will

kindle a momentary intorest, missiomary reading intere

gifies interest and oreates permsnent zeal for the

worke It is undoubbtedly true that people do a vast

amount of the reading of a lifetime between the ages

of ten and twenty but few will ever become readers of

nmigsionary literature if they do not begin within this

age limite It is therefore important that the library

should furnish its resders & liberal education concorn= o

ing oountries, peoples, and the progress of Christianitye

The fourth arca is very important today because of the enumoial
movemsnts and the interest in Lutheran unity, This area is that of
Church History and the History of the Lutheran Church in Americae
The pest camnot be set aside in suy approsch to unity end ecumenioitye

if chools A Manual -
Hartha Be Hisxon, Missions in the Sunday 8 t A
of Hethodse (Hew Yorks e YoveiT Uonrny, Y008)s pps 00-0Te
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It is only as we understand the history and devolopment of the vare
ious synods in Anorican lutheranimm, tho assots and 1iabilities of
each, ond resolve the things that separate, that we can hope for
Lutheren unitye Some of the oauses of the divisions have teen resolve
ed by tims end changing social conditions sush as the language quese
tions Theose should bo recognizede Otherg are due to historical
agoidents, those should be rectfieds The study of tho church's hige
tory will sorve to give meaning to many of ths preseat day aomplie
oations -in orgonization and polity in the Churoche Many of the values
of Mission studies just menticned also apply to the study of Church
History in genorale )

The final area which wo shall disouss in this chapter is that of
Christian fistione All that was said in the provious chapter about
the gtory bock as supplomsntary reading in tho school progrem appliss
oqually to adult fiction in the general education program of the
librarye, Here we gimply want to summarize that material as it applies
to the library as an edncator of adultse Fictlon prosents faots
end information in the context of mm mte_raatins storye It wields
an influonce mpom the 1ife of tho reader through his identificatien
of himaelf with one or more of the charactars of the storys It
imparte its lessons rainlessly as tho fiction is usually read for
pleaguras And finally, it is simplor and easier to read than toch=
nical mnd fagtval nomeflotiome Tho value of fiction in an educstionmal

3
[rogrem is well swmod up in the qugtations from Lenrow

It might be assimed casually that the young reader
quﬁgg‘ information and enlightement would be nost

act to turn to works of nonefiotionw-that is, toch=
- nical or Pfactual works in which the manuer of presente




37

atlon iz dhjootives Dut further thought, as woll as
experience in actual teaching situstions on tho sesonde

ary lev:l, discloses that nonefiotional materinls are often
too difficult to have interest and meaning for the

youlthiul reader, or aro sometines mors satisfactory
when reserved for a later rahter than an initial
stage of inguirye Even undor eny circunstances where
thoy can bs utilized, they ought not to he depended
upen To the exclusien of possidility available works
of fiotion doaling with a common or related toplcs

But due oonsideratlon must be given to ths faoct that

the powerful and usvally unforgetable emotioral

inpact resulting from fiotional reandings may oonatitute

the notivating foree or inaentive necessgry for possible

eystematic research and oventual aotione

lHany other areas might likewise be discussed, such ag dootrinal
books, studics in Chrigtion Bthiosy and books on Christian Education,
Vielfare Werl and Christian Cheritics, Church Huasioc and Hymnology,
Chrigtian Art, Clristian Biography, and so on through endless divisions
and subdivicicnse e shall let the five we have discussed auffice
to illustrate out point, and let the reader make his own applications
in thege arcase The Farish Library is, as we have seen, definitely
a major edvcational agenoy in the progrom of churohs This funotion
i8 well summarizod in an articlo in the leader's Guides

A Local church libtrary, then, by placing ot the

disposal of the members of the congregatian the

tools which make them bettereinformed, more active,

and zealous church workera, oan make & digtinot

eontribution to a more rapid imward and cutward

grouth of ths Church both at home and abroads
By pleoing the necessary volumes witain rsach and

821best Lenrcw, Rosder's Guide to Prose Fistloms "%o "'

M..EEasai y mith Biblim%a o5 OF Lab00 mmad Fally
oy Seperst T o Thone Clow YorEs Do Lo Bectlag B B o s Toi,

Pe 1de

9
Ibidey pe 14elbe
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use of these who will read, we erc taking umo small
part in carrylng out tho command of our loxd ts
teach all things whatsoever Mo has comaandsds

103, Jo Salosko, "A Chwch Libmry,” Leadsr's Guide, VI
(July, 1048), 54«



CHATTER IV

Bodk geloction for the FParish Litrary is of utmost importance,
for through the choicc of its bocks the libvrary carries out one of
ite cducaticnal functlonze By omnitting one took and selesting ane
other, s controling the books o which its patrons are exposed, the
1ibrary is directly influensing the reading of tho parigshe Good
book solooticn makes for woll guided reading for those who may use
the rarish Libroarye

The probvlem, then, is which books should go into the farish
Library, and which books should note Flake sayss

Certeinly any book fits for ths young people to read
should have @ place in the Sundayeschool librarye
This would admit good, wholesoms fictions books of
travel, of seieme. of biography and good story books
for ohildrone

Bachran writcss

Except in extremsly vemote locatiens, there is no
acod for duplicating secular libreries in the Sunday
School iivrorye Host of our publia schools and
mmiocipalitics provide liltraries of different degrees
of excollenay which are available to the members of
the Sunday Schools BHut this broad statement does not
oxelude frowm the Sunday school library sound books
on nature, travel, gaography, Christian fietion,

end other pomeral works, vwhich are very valuable in
explaining the wondsrs of Gud's ur!aticu and for the
prozotion of missionary endeavorse

14 pitur Floke, Sunday School Officers and their Vork; (Fashe
ville, Ton:essees .slﬂ'i%go 001 Hoard O ﬁmm Convene
tim’ 001928)g P 140. :

ghould

2EoLart Lis Daohmen, "Tho Sunday School Librarys There it
be and what :I.t.ahould include” he Sunday School Times, LXXKI (Novems
ber 19, 1949), 1035e v wa
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From thege tro sourses we seo thet tho. Parish Library nced not be
linitod %o roligious hooks, olthough they will, no doubt, be the
orinory concsrn of a church 1library,

Gcod balarce hotween the varicus seotions is a major fector in
book neleotions G-od balance doos not msan that there ought to be
the seme nurdbar of beoks in each secticns On the contrary, somo ssce
tiong shounld have mony more volunes then others, according to the
purposss and gpocialization of the librarys If the Deweyedooimal
syston of olassification ic followed, ns will te recom:ended in the
next chapter, the preates share of the Parish Librery's books will
fall into tho 200 clagsifications Good bnlanes in this case would
zean balance primayily within this range, btetween 220 Bitlep 230
Theclozy; 240 Devotionols 250 The Churchy 270 Church History; and 280
Denominationze OF these agein, 220 should perhaps be the:strongest
goction, 200 the weakests The Parigh Library would also want some
materials in ssch of the folloming sectionss 160 Psychologys 170
Bthioss 370 Déucatlony 780 Musiop and e range in the 900%s History,

"and fowar portaps, in the othor arcase For the Parish Library to
have good balance, & considerably larzo proportion of the books ought
%0 be books for ohlldren, as hem been pointed out in a provicus chape
tere Rooks must be had in a variety of sections for two reasonsy
First, that more paoplets intcreats might be reccheds seacndly, that
people might bo intsrested in more sections of Ohristian literature
end fields of learninge

The Docks muat be seleatod with reference to the purposes of the

Mbrary and 4o nseds of the Church and its educational progrens A
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great mmhar of bocks on tho shelves moan nothing if they are unrelate
ol to the work of the Chureh or its purposes, or if thoy are msdiors,
worthloss, or outwofedatce The bocks for the litrary must te good
quality, well writton, interesting, attractive, snd worthwhilse Those
of & thaolegical nature must be theologically sound, and thoze for
children must e well illustmatede Within 1imits, tho intorests of
the church nmenbers must be aonsidored, at the samo tims their intere
est must le arvoused in the subjeots and topios which the aducatiomal
proprom of the charch is sscking 4o give thems The way in whioh the
beok iz writien in & more important ecmsideration than that of a aube
Joet the peonle will bo interested ing Weples wiritest

There is little to cheose batwoon a dull book on an

intaresting subject and an interesting btook on a dull

subjoote The difficuliy of the book, its price, the

nunbor of othor vooks on the somoe gubjeqt, and many 3

other factors will slse nood to be garefully songidoreds

Another ruide o the gelection of books ia the considoration
of tho anther, is he roputable snd quolifisd to write on tha subject?
Knoming the publisher mey help in the case of religlous rublications
booavse of denominatiomnl affiliationse Ths format of the beok is
& very importont footor in judeing it velue for the library 1 Is the

typs olear and large onongh to bo easily read without eye straint

Iz ths parer pcod quality? Is it well bound eo thet it will lagt? 1If
a reforense book, doos it have & good tatle of contents and adequete

indexes, good meps and charts, and plenty of illustrations? If e book

Bnuuglna Waples, M‘het Subjects Appoal to tho Gonersl Feader®
Jhe Library Quarterly, I (April 1931), 199




for ohildren, does it have aolor, does it have many illustrations and
plotures, and iz it of a slzo oasily handled by the children for whom
it is intondsd? The cost must be oonsidored, alsos Often it 1s botbe
or to pay a little more for a bettor binding or botter illustrations
although fanoy colleotors editions are not usually a botter buys The
cost also may Le detorminative as 4o whether ono high priced book or
several cheaper books should b0 pruchased with the amount of fimds
availatles Here, tooy balance is importante The 1ibrary must not
have oaly the chompest books availables A few highor priced books
should porhaps be purchagod as ofton as an adequate allotment is mades

Lady Egstlaize has made a gignificant observation in regard to
tho gelecotion of books for children, which is quoted by Terran and Limas

4s wag aptly stated by lady Enatlake, an English woman who

wrote on this subjoot over oighty years agos "Tho real

seoret of a ohild's book consists not in its boling less

dry and less diffioult, but in its being more rioh in

intercet, more true to nmature, more exquisite in art,

mor¢ atundant in every quality that replics to childe

hood's keconor and fresher parceptionse Such being the

cage, the best juvenile reading will be found in 1ibw

rarios belonging to thoir elders, while tho best

Juvenile writing will not fail to delight those who
are no longer childrens" In facty cno test of real

|

children’s Miamturo is whether it will also appeal
to the adulte .
i ¢

In soleoting books for the Farish library there are scme things i

to avoid, of which we shall mention only & fowe The books of a morals
istic Ypreachy" nature should be avoideds Gcod character and sound
mora) prinoiplss gan better be developed without pletistio and

49erman and Lina, umur:?_ag_-_g_gq A Guido for Parents and Teach=
ors, (New Yorkes D, App oapanye Oel20), Pe 10e
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puritanical readinge Although the "gooial gospe1" s leaving the
theological scene, popular roligious publications still have much
of the ovils o this emphnsis, which should be kept out of the librarys
The medioore must Lo avoidod, and roligion ism ons field in whioh there
is so much material of a mediocore mature teing publishede Fimally,
avoid materlal that la not truoy factually or doatrinallys

A good source of holp will be found 4n periodical books reviews
and some Sn ho advertisoments of the publisherse Advertisements
may te misgleading though, for they ave designed to sell the books
With the deluge of booke on the market today, we must seleot for the
Farish Libravy, not just good bocks, but the beste




CHAPTER V

The erganisation and handling of the parish collestion of tooks
shovld follew simple but good 1ibrary prosedurest Mo matter how small
the library is to begin with, if it is to givo maximm service and zive
full valne for the invesiment, it will have to bo woll organized, ine
oluding olassification, cataloging by suthor, title, and subject,
lateling and shelving in the test possible 'aa..y, This chapter camnot
bs exhaustive, for voluacsg have teen written on li.hmz;y technigus and
procedurcs, but from these wo shall try to apply scms of tho most ime
portant cnoe o the Parish Library, more far the purpoge of showing
why traditional and well established library methods should bs adopted
by the church, than for giving information about ths techmigues theme
selvese

The first point to consider is tmt of unification or diversifie
catione Sams churchos have a ladies Ald library in ons corner, &
young pocple’s socicty library in another, and porhaps in aucther
room a few books for the Sunday School teacherse With separate

;

organizational libraries, there is always the problem of ovorlapping,
unnecessary snd expensive duplicatiom of books, ths expense of mine
teining separate equipment and supp]_.i.oa. and the diffioulty of finding

17h material of this chapter is a synsothis of all the practioal
materials listed in tho bibliography plus the practical oxpuien:lc in
working with librarios mentioned in the fntroductione It is n:“ rz
general prinoiples ocamon to &ll good sourses of library proce *
thorefore not be separately dooumentode
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adoquato leadorship to keop them all funotioninge Separate organie
zational libraries also tend to make a situation of having some
“books in the church which are not avallable to soms psople, oithes
because they do not know that ths beok they doaire is in tho other
library, or teoausc they feol that they should not borrow from the
library of an organization ‘o which they do nnre bolonge This is an
undesirehle pitustion in any parishs When an investment is made in
books, they should be made available to any in the ohuroh, who might
wish to use theme

There are universities and colloges that find separate science
Ubraries or other technical or spesialty libraries advisables For
livrary sorvioo in tho olmroh, however, wification is most desire
ablece The various orgaonizations could well contribute books and
special materinls which they need in their progrems to oms contral
librerys This would give the varicus groupe in the church a chance .
to ghare with others the bocks that thoy have been interested ine
Then, too, thore are peoplo in every church who will not teleng to
any orpgsnization, who would not have access to any of the literature
of the church through crgaﬂuﬂ.ml 1ibraries, who might well gain
some of the values pointed out in tho previcus echapters by having .
accens to a central church library, of which they would feel that it
was theirg by virtue of belonging to the congrogations This arranges
ment -should also serve to chamel interest and loyalty congregation
or ohurchward rather than toward the organizatiomse As the members
of the various age and intorest groups meet togather at the librery
of the church, a greater sense of the unity in the Body of Ohrist
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should develop in their nidste The livrary must te a " carish" gone.
corn, evailable to all, used by alle A unificd progran of library
service is aviiseble in church work, for it is organizaticnally,
financially, and practically the best arrangement for a truly "Parish”
librarye
A Library committec is important to the suceess of a parish
1ibrarye This gommitieo serves to seloct an sdequats staff for the
library, to scoure funds for the purchase of new bhooks and ejuipment,
to kesp the library before the c-ongrugation. and to insure its permans
ent funotioninge Such a oomittee is especially vauable for receive
ing donations of old books fyom wollemeaning friends of the parish
librarye IF it is nscessary to turn down some of the volumos offered
to the library, it is better for a comittee to rejeot them than for
an individuale If the librarian alone makes suoh a decision there are
apt to be hord feelings and misewnderstandings amond those whose gifts
are not considered en asset to the parish collection of hookss A
committes’s evaluaticn will be accepted more graciouslys.
Tho question always arisess who shall gelect the new books to

be purchascd with the litrary's finds? Who shall be propartionsd
emong the sections? And which books are to be added to the library
and which not? In public library practioce it is recommended that the
1ibrerian have this responsibilitys He is trained in the art of
book sslecticn, end is oocupled with the people whom the 1ibrary serves,
80 he is in & position to ascertain their needs and desiress In the
Parish Library, however, we usually have untrained, partetine volunteer
workorse As such, they are not ideal for bock golection, as are the
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Hbrariens of the public lidvrerye For the Farish Library it is pre=
tably most edvisable to have rmi authority rost with the library
comittes, with tho libvarians and the Pastor having an advisory re=
lationship to the committece in this respscte Supgosted 1ist mizht be
drawn up by the librarians end tho Pastor, and presented to the
committee for their consideration and apyrovals A committes mothod
of book selecation is ofton used in coliego and sohool libraries; so
thie method, too, has precedent in good library practices

Yerhaps the most important s:lngle. factor to the success of the
Parich Library is a good librarian. The persom who organizes the libe
rary for gervice and than serves to bring the library's services
to the mombors of the parish, is the key person in making this project

funetionals The librarion must be willing to spend the time it takes

to keep the library organized well, and then to lkeop it before the
peoples First, he must imow his books, he must know what is awalle
able in his 1idrary, and he must know how to bring what is available
to the pagple who will use ite In this respeot ho is both a veading
counsellor and promotion mamagore To koep the library well arganized
he must know or take tho tims to learn tho tschnioal procssses and
routines of library prouaédure. and have the oxeoutive ability to dele=
gate responsibility, to train assistants and supervise thelr works
Finally, the librarisn must ko willing to spend some tine gotting
aoquainted with books which the 1ibrary should eventually get, and
keop abreast of ourrent bocks that are coming out so that he will
e able to do & solestive job of recomnending to the 1ibreary comitisce

One of the poluts that we have stressed in the earlier chapters
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of tho thesis i tho maling of mterials avallablo when they are
nocdeds To foollitate finding the desired material, the books and
other matarisla of ths library must be classified end catalogods
¥any systexs of olasgification have boon suggosted for small 1ibraries
and for church librariess Zhe best system for the parish library to
adopt, however, is the Dewoyedecimal system, which is used in most
school and puhlic libraricse This system is bost booause of its sinplie
oity and adeptabilitye It is adaptable to the smallest library, be
there only five or ton books to start with, and it can Lo expanded to
practically mlimited proportions. For research :I-..tbmriea. tho Lib=
rary of Congress elaseification systom is ths best, but is too diffigult
for untrainod librarions to handlee Tho Deweyedeoimal systen is casy
to loarn and is tauvght to the pupils of most elemcmtary schoolse
Therefore it hae those two special adwantages for the Parish Librazye

liost of the pooplo in tho pardish have had sono aguaintance with the
Dovey=decimal gystem eithor in s.ohool 1libreries or in public libraries
or in toth, and so aro able to find their way around more readily in
. 1t which makes for totter servics to the parishonorss Secondly,

this system makes it easior for training now librarians end for keop=
ing the aontimuity in the olassification even though thore is freo=
quent change of volunteer helps There are also moro printed aids for
the librarian desoribing the use of the Doweyedeoimal system and
many booke 1ists are aveilablo giving the Dewoy classification mmbor
of the bookse Finally, tho books must be grouped by subject matter
%0 engourage brousing, and s this is dono in tho Dewey systam ina
mamer most familiar to the poople who will do the browsisg, it is the
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best aystom by whtdﬁ to encourags the church members to come in and
browcee I. :

Becouse 2 parish livrary is usuwally a s=zall 1ibrary, it is axe
coodingly important that tho materials be woll catalomcde Author ead
title ocards arc j;'nlmble for the porsem who knows what ho wants, to
£ind out in @ hirry/if the llbrary has ite Those are musts in the Fare
ish Library ca;rd cataloge Even more important, perhaps, are the sube
Jeot cardse Sinco the librery is small, it is important that every
1ittle vit of mtorinl ams.l..ablo on each subjeot be recordede This
will dnvolve in mh;y oages, making out sub jeot cards not only for
the ook az ':.!Emla.: ‘but also for each chapter or seotions For example,
Ionsled 'e Fen “ieturgs of Frophets containg sermonetts on five 0ld Toste

ament 5:{~bp!=ets. Separate subjcet otrds should be made out for each
proprot it 1s includeds Then, when & Sunday School teachsr or
7 'lea[-;aoi' wants matorinl on tho prophet Isiiph, for' instance, ho will
fing i:u thé card satalog not only the books which the library has o=
f bout "sain.h (which may be vory few), btut also chapters in vardous
tspbe of boo!:s. which makes available all of the resources of the libe
myo it 15 not tho sizo of the library which is so important, as the
lﬂih"ili.t;; of what the 1ivrary containg thnt will make the invest=
s%!mt wortlmhile for tho churche

, Standardized oireulation tecimiques are important even in a
ohurch librery from two different points of views First, for keoping
track of tho boolks wh:h;h the library cmse Good oirculation teohniquo
will reduce losses to & minimme If tho poople have to sign a card

in tho back of the book and leave it at the desk beforo they can tako
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1% homo, thoy ero fore 1ikely to assune the rosponsibility of bringing
1% baok when it is. dve, ther if thoy are pemitted to take it without
checking it oute Then, too, a rocord 1s loft for the Mbrarisn to
¢haol: up on dues snd notify the borrowor that the book or material
should be returneds By holding the people respomsible for the books
vhich they boriow, the ohuroh will not have %o gustain very heavy losse=
es on lost materialses Scoondly a oard fils of hooks that are out will
mako it possitle for the librarien to locate the matorials requestads
If someone olse hag the desired hook, the one who is sesking tho maters
ial can find out who hos ity and thua be able to have adcess to it by
* point to the one who hes it or, Imowing when it is duoy; wait wntil &%
is roturnede For these ressons it is desirable for a parish library
%o set up rules for horrowing its hooks, raquirln.g a card to be signe
ed whon teicing the book and limiting the time during whioch the book
may be kepts The library rules should be kept to a minimm, but these
which aro adopted should be onfloroeds

The library will be of ro value and the investment wasted if
the bocks of the parish boooms dust colleotorse The Parigh Litrary
mist te kept hefore the emgrégatien end & 1ively intorest develeoped
énd mainteineds This will neoesaitate employing all the pramotion E
. and publicity tookniues that aro nvailsble, nd it will challenge
the ingenmity of the librarlan end his assistants to put forth the
-best that is in theme One of the best and simplost ways of keoping
the ibrary before the people is setting up attraastive book displays
for thn various meotings ot the .clmreh; and having @ librarian pres
sent to nasist whenever there is acmsthing going an at the churchas
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Displaying the colorful hook jJackets on & bulletin board end mitting
up othar portinent potiocss -oomcorning the library will be helpfule
Qocasicnal notices in the Parish Paper or Sunday Bulletin regarding
mew books or special matoriels which are availatle in tho parish libe
rary chould attract some attention, Sending out an amual 1ist of
now books purchased dwring the year and occasionally mimsographing &
camplets catalog of the library's books so the people can have it
handy in their hones, may stimulate gome interests Freparing speoisl
bocks lists for various oseaaiona or groups is a good proccdurce ere
haps & 1list of books espeainlly holpful for Sunday School teachers and
o list of books for paremts to-read to thelr children might well bo
standard sublicity stodks as woll as a list of devotional and worship
materinlc, Walting lists for naw Looks and reading records might en=
courage scze £o road moros Dock roviews given at organizationsl nmeebe
ings cecasiomally, eithor by ono of ite membors .or by the librarien,
or pmstor, or toacher oan bo used effectively in pramoting eortain
beoks, s woll as roviews printad in the Parish Fapers It might also
"o well o heve a Mp dramatize a book bocasionallye Fimally, solle
ing the parish 1ibrary to samo people mey involve persomal worke The
librarian can offer cortain books to sume people, suggesting that
they ought to read thoms The librariam, of dourse, will have to have

read the book himself or at least tho review, before he oan effegte
should ensouYege

and to en=

ivoly veocusend it %o othorse In this respact, B8
satisfied yeadors to talk about ths books thoy have read

courape others to read them tooe

mmominamuaforzromlnghmwummgﬁllm
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arc budget and donations Sinoe the Fariah library is to be a concorn
on the whoie purigh, the litrary ghonld ba. pleced on the regular bude
get of the church, recciving a spooific allotment each your from the
oongrogation’s trcasurye Organisations alge ray want.to give a regular
allotment %o the funds of the librarys These my be general, to be
used at the committee's disorotion, or thoy may te designated for a
speciiic purposse For exmuple,.the Sunday Sohcol might give a certain
sum degignatsd for the purchase of children's books or for teacher
helpse The socond method is to solioit giftse Espeoially at the time
of crg:miaa"cz‘.on- of tho Farigh Library it might be well to ask the meme
bere of the church who have bools they would like to donate to the
Ferich Library, to bring them to the churchs It must be wmderstood
thet enly good bocks are dosired and that the committes reserves the
right to soleot what books will be added to the library end which will
note If such a golicitation were made before spending any money on
new books, soms bocks might be received which would have been purchase=
ed, thue avoiding umecessary duplioation and making mors of the funds
evailable for othor bookse An annual library part might prove a
valuablie source of new bookse A few wecks bofore the party a list of
desired books with the#r prices might be posted with the suggestion
that each member of the parish selcot a book on the list that he wishes
to donate, corssing it off the lists Then ho oan oithor puridhase the
bool: and bring it to the parby, or bring the smount of merey tho book
éosts to the pnrt,;r. The donors® pames oan be written inside the fromt

covere Ancther socurce might to encourage people to give a book
to the library to their birthday, similar to the Birthdaysbank idea




in the ‘Sunday Sohools
With a growing colleation of booksy; well oataloged, woll olassifie

edy and neatly displayed, advertised and promoted by enthusiastic and
well informed librariens the Church can well meet the challenge of
the ministry .of reading as set forth in this papore




GHAFTIER VI

Arcas of the toplo not covered in this thesis aro nany and variede
There are many related areus in which the Parish library oould bo of
service to the ohurch and her members, most of which oould well be ine
tegrated into the parish library programe In concluding this paper,

I shall try to point out a few areas in which further study would
prove valuable to ths church and her programs

First, a Farish collsotion of books for the use of the Pastor,
which would probably senter arcund sets of books which are too ezpane
géive for the Pastor to purchase for his farnml 1librsrye It might
include a set or two of conmsntaries of the whole Bible, Gorhard Xittel,

Thoolorinchos Worterbuch Zum Hewon Testament, tho Sohaffeertnog

Enclopsdia of Roligious Xuowledge, & set of Luthor's works, & set of
the Church Fathers, end Sohaff'?s Church Historye Smaller items which

aro not freguently used might also be provided in parish collection,
such ag Calvin's Institues, St. Thomas Aq’uma' Sunma Theologicae,
and othsr reforencs volumese

The visual aids library of the church might well be handled
through the Parish library, which has the machinery set up for
adoguate service. FHaving filmstrips and ul:l.du. cataloged in the ree
gular Farigh Litrary catalog might be a distinct advantage for pramote
ing tho use of the visual aldse

Plature and art collections ought to be considered in connection
with the Farish I.il;mry. alsos This would inolude the great mastere
plecos cof roligious art for the purpose of teaching in the educatior
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progran of the churche Anothsr possibility, belng tricd by some of
the public libraries in the larger oities, is tho rontal of fromed
rlotures for the homos This might dissemizato the uge of Christian
art into the homes and offor an ovccesimal ohenges This would make
more paople equainted with more of tho treasures of Christien arts

Likowige 2 phono_graz:h regcord ocolleotion may serve to mie more
people aquainted with the masterpleves of ohuroh mmsioe The great
oratorio's, cantatas, and rassion’s as woll as the great works or
organ music could be mado aveilable to our poople through the churches
1ibrarye

Paricdicals both of & gemoral mature and also of spoolalized
arcag of chureh life and practice are teing putlished in wide pro=
fusion. Many of those sould -perhnps be uged to grsat advantage in
the parish through its librarye In Lutheran farishes such poriodicals

as The Amorican Luthorean, Tha Lutheran, The Oressef, This Dav, Sursum

Corda (music jourmal), Foous (race relations tulletin), and the synoe

dioal pagars might well be considerods Also the missionary magazines
and ths educationnljournalse

Finallys & study of the relation of the Farish library to the
Fublie Library and the Comunity is in ordere If the farish Library
kas & good gollootion of materials that are not awallable in the
Fubldo Litrary, en arrangemont might be mado through duplicste cataw
log oards or otherwiso, to make the materials of the church's library
available o the ocommunity through the Fublic Iibrary, making for
good publie rolations and publicitys Hospital library service, and
servies to other institutions could be investigatede In rural

Al
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ocmmanittios a luthoran Traveling Library aould oxtend the ministry
of the prictod page to the wchurchede
There is much to be dono in the ficld of clurch library service
and many challonging opportunities for the church in providing this
services May tho congregations of the lutheran Church meet this
challengo, and provide a book mimlstry in their parishe These
_ werses ol Robert Southey make a fitting cloae to this dissertation:
Gop, little ookl
I cast thoo on tho waters,==-go thy myal
knd ify as I beliovoy thy vein be good,
The world will find theo aftor many dayse

Be it with thee aacording to thy worths
Go, little bookl in faith I send thee forthe
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