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36
issue wes the questlon of authority in church law and usage, Was the
church able to settle its owm affairs or could it be compelled against
its conscience by the secular authority? This was the basic issue of Eli-
zabethen Puritanism.

Upon the cormand of the Queen, Parker took up the unwelcome task of
ecclesiastical disciplinarian, It is an interesting' characteristic of
Elizabeth's reign that while she was adamant in imposing her will she was
notoriously unwilling to accept the responsibility for the resentment in-
curred. In this case she made it clear that her name might in no way be
invoked to give force to Parker!s regulations. Proceeding on his owmn

authority Parker published, under the title of Advertisements, a body of

articles described as Ycerbain orders or rules thought meet and conven=-
ient though not prescribed as laws equivalent with the eternal Word of
God, or as of necessity binding the conscience, but as temporal orders,
mere ecclesiastical.lg

Though "not prescribed as laws e binding the conscience" they
were nonetheless rigidly enforced. All licences for preaching bearing a
date prior to April 1, 1565, were declared void and no new ones were to
be granted to nonconformists. Parker cited certain of the leading clergy
(among whom were Sampson and Humphrey) before him to tell thenm they must
conform to ‘the habits or lose their preferment. To which the two leaders
of the Puritans replied, "that their consciences could not comply with

these injunction, be the event what it mi.,c;hi'u":'-6 Wherewon they were

lsBrown, Ops Cite, Pe 30.
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both put under confinement,

The Tondon clergy seemed to Le the body with the greatest proportion
of Puritan offenders so Parler turned next to them. On March 26, 1566,
one~-hundred-ten london clergymen were assembled before the ecclesiastical
commlssioners at Tambethe. A lir. Robert Cole was exhibited before them in
the prescribed ccclesiastical attires The chancellor informed them that
it was the Council's wish that they "keep the unity of apparel like to
this man here .. keep the rubric of the Book of Common Prayers of Eng-
land, and the Queen's Majesty her Injunctions, and the Book of Convocas-
vion.” Then he put the decision, "Ye that will subscribe, volo, so write,
you that will not subscribe, nolo. Be brief; make no words." The regis-
ter of the churches was read. The ministers tried Yo defer, but a deci-
sion hed to be made, Complaining that they were "killed in the soul of
our souls," thirty-seven ministers refused to subscribe. Of this mmber
Parker later wrote to Cecil, were the best of the London clergy. The pen-
alty was suspension and sequestration with deprivation to follow in three
months if they yot refused to conformell

The Advertisements occasioned the beginning of the Puritan's liter-

ary warfare., The first of a long line was Robert Crowley!s, A Briefe Dis-

course Against the Cutward Apparell and HMinistring Garments of the Popish

Church, which was the manifesto of the deprived London clergy. In it they
state the following four reasons for their refusg.l to subscribe: (1) the
garments offend weak brethren and encourage stout papists; (2) the author-
ity of the Crown does not extend so far as to enforce them; (3) they are

1%y, ", Frere, The English Church in the Reigns of Elizabeth and
James I (I;mdon: YeomTiTan and Co., Ltdes 1011); pe 119%
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unnecessayy, and (I) jf_mpi::slfx..18 A reply was soon printed by the Anglicans
which enlisted into the fray in support of conformity the opinions of for-
eign divines, Mertin Bucer and Peter Martyr. Stat.'ermts of ovher foreign
theologlans soon apneared, freely though purposefully misused, until fi-
nally Bullinger and Cualter declared themselves more or less in favor of
conformity because that will better edify the church than the continma-
tion of the conu'oversy.w Finally even the pro-Puritan Beza wearied of
the dispute and counseled tolerance, and one by one the Puritans began
to make their peace with the Establishment. By 1567 even an YoriginalY
Puritan like Whittingham ylelded, "quoting Calwvin to the effect that to
forsake the ministry for such matters of ceremonmy would be to tithe mint
and negloch grester things."?0 Some indication of Scparatism remained,
i.e. the Plumer's Hall congregation but such demonstrations were clearly
no part of the nain Puritan party.

The vestiarian controversy seemed to be dying out; but the fundamen-
tal problen involved was far from being solved. The besic issue of the
controversy wes not whether the Prayer Book should be altered here and
there, narwhether allowance should be made for those who for conscience
séke could not conform to its vestiarian regquirements, The real issue

was a question which presupposed the conviction that the religious

1ife of a nation rmst have a uniform expression; it was the ques-
tion whether the religious life of England should be exmressed in

the contimuance of the historic Church of England, or in a systen
such as Calvin had established at Geneva.2l

181pid., p. 122,
19Tbide, pp. 122-3.
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21y, Hensley Henson, Puritenism in England (ilew York: Hodder and
Stroughton, 1912), ve 2%




