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issue was t,he Q\tcstion or authority in church law and usage. Was t he 

church able to settle its 01-m afi'ail1a or could it "Qe compelled against 

its conscience by the secular authority? This was the basic issue of Eli

zabethan Puritanism, 

Upon the command of the Queen, Parker too\: up the unwelcome ~lxl.Sk of 

ecclesiasti cal disciplinarian. It is an interesting· cha.ra.ct.eristic of 

Elizabeth's r eign that while she was adamant in _fmposing her will she wru1 

notoriously umtlll:i.ng to accept the rGaponsibility for the resentment in

curred. In this case she made it clear that her name might in no ,-ray be 

invoked to give force to Parker• s regulations. Proceeding on his own 

authority Pnrker published, under the title of Advertisements, a body of 

arti cles described as 11certain orders or rules thought meet and conven

ient though not pr escribed as laws equivalent uith the eternal Word of 

God, or as of neceasi ty binding the conscience, but as t8!:1poral orders, 

mere ecclesiastica1.15 

Though "not prescribed as laws ~.. binding the conscience" they 

were nonetheless rigidly enforced. All licences for preaching bearing a 

date prior to April 1, 1565, ,rore declared void and no new ones wei·e to 

be granted to nonconformis ts. Parker cited certain of the leading clergy 

( among imom were Sampson and Humphrey) before him to tell then they r.mst 

conform to ·the habits or lose t heir pr eferment. To ,mch the tiro leaders 

of the Purita..11s replied, nthat their consciences could not comply 'tdth 

these injunction, be the event what it might. 1116 Whereupon they uere 

15Br0lm, !?R.• ~., P• 30. 

16Neal, ,2E• ~., I, 138. 
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both put under confinement. 

The London clergy seemed to be the body with the ereatest proportion 

of' Puritan o . .ff®ders so Pa.mer turned next to them. On March 26, 1566, 

one-htmdred--c,en Loml.on clergymen were assembled before the ecclesiastical 

commissioner s at Lambeth. A Hr. Robert Cole wos e:mibi ted before )i;hem in 

the pr escriped ecclesiastical -attire. T't1e chancellor informed them that 

it wns the Council I s uish that they 11keep the unity of ap :,arel like to 

this :nan hei~e • • • keep the rubric of t.'1e Book of Common Preyers of Eng

land, and the Quea.11 ts Hajesty her Injunctions, and the Book of Convoca

tion. 0 Then he put t he decision, "Y.e that v.l.ll subscribe, volo, so ·write, 
' - · 

you thn:i; 1-Till not subsc1""lbe, ~· Be brief; make no worc1a.u The reg-1s

t.Gr of t he churches wno :i.~oa.d. The ministers tried to defer, but a deci-

our aoul s , 11 thirty-seven ministers refused to subscribe. Of this mnnber 

Parkor later ,n:-ote to Cecil, wore the best of the London clergy. The pen

alty was suspension o.nd sequestration 'With deprivation to follou in tlU"ee 

months ii' they yet l"ef.used to conf.orm.17 

Ts.1e Advertia0I11ents occasioned the beginning of the Puritan• s liter

a.ry- warfare. The first of a .long lme was Robert Crowley's, A. Briefe Dis

cour se Against ~e Outward Apparell and Him.string Garments 0£ the Popiah 

Church.; 1,1hich was the manifesto 0£ the deprived London clergy. In it they 

stat e the following four reaaons for their re.fusal to subscribe: (1) .the 

ga._V'ffient s offend weak b1"8thren and encourage stout papist s; (2) the author

ity of the Crcmn does not extend so far as to en:rorce them; (3) they are 

17w. H, Fror~., The ~lish Church in the Reigns of Elizabeth~ 
James_! (London: NacinIJ @ Co., Ltcr.,-r9'11), P• W. 
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unnecessary., and (l~) popish. l.8 A rep:cy, was ooon pr-lnted by the 1\nglicans 

which enlisted. :ln-to the fra;;y in support of conformity tho opinions of for

eign divlnes., Hart:in Buccr and Peter Hartyr. StateFlents of other foreien 

theologians soon appeared., freel;r though purpesefully misused., until i'i

na1:cy Bullinger and Gualter declared .themselves more or less in frnor of 

conformity because ·!;hat will better edify the church than the continua

tion of the controversy.19 Finall;y even the pro-Puritan Beza wear-led of 

the dispute ru:id counseled tolerance, and one by 0110 the Puri~ b~an 

to make their peace 't·rlth the Eatabliahment. By 1567 even an 11or,_ginal11 

Puritan like 1-Jhitt:lngham yielded, "quoting Calvin to the effect that to 

forsake the 11r:i.n:ist.1.7 for mtch ma.ttei·s of ceremony 1;ould be to ti.the mint 

and neglect greater thing.a.n20 Some indication of Sq-,m."ati::mt ?emained., 

i.e. the PlUiiler's Hall congregntion but such demonstrations were clear'.cy 

no ::;art of the na.:in Puritan party. 

The ves'viarian controversy seemed to be ey:i.ng outJ but the fundamen

tal. problGm :Involved was far from being solved.. The basic issue oi' the 

controversy was not 1-mether ·the Prayer Book should be aJ.te1·ed here and 

there, n<rwhether allowance should be n1a.de for those uho .for conscience 

sake could not confom to its vestiai·ian requil'ements. The real issue 

was a question which presupposed the conviction that the religious 
life of a nation li!USt have a uniform e:qJression; it was the ques
tion whether the religious life of England should be o,q.,ressed in 
the continuance of the historic Church of England, or :in a system 
.such as Calvi-Il had established at Gencva..21 

18Ibid • ., p. 122. 

l.9Ibid,., PP• 122-3. 

2C>ro-iappen; 22• ~·, P• 210. 

21H. Hensley Henson, Pur-ltanism ~ ~land (~Te.-l York: Hodder and 
Strought,on., 1912)., . !) • 29 • 


