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PREFACE

The purpose of thlsg thesis i1a stated in the title,
nﬁmaly, to present as fully as nossible "the life and work
of H.C. Schwan as pastor and ﬁlsslonary." The scope of
this paper does not permit the very absorbing and signifi-
cant study of a number of other questions. Such studles
would include 1) a detailed account of Schwan's work as
nember and officer of Synod, 2) an evaluation of his posi-
tion on the question of unionlsm, 3) an analysis of his role
in the predestinarian controversy wlth the Ohlo Synecd, and
L) a comparative and analytic study of Schwan's original
" draft of the catechism (1893), the committes-revised pro-
duct of 1896, and the catechism employed by the HMissouri
Synod today.

To a large extent the material of the present study is
taken from primary sources, since, as the late Dr. L.Z.
Fuerbringer said, "no biography of him [bchwanj,-not even
an obltuary, has ever anpeared in our church papers or any-
where.” Dr. Fuerbringer's book 80 Eventful Years appeared
in 1944, The second last chapter of about ten pages is de-
voted to Dr. H.C, Behwan 5an unforgettable character.®
Shortly after reading this brief account of Schwan's work
as president of the Migsourl Synod, the writer was privileged
to do some translation of German materials for Dr. ¥W.G.

i




Polack. Among these materlals were the synodical addresses
of Dr, Schwan. These factors first ralsed the question in
the writer's mind: How 1s it that no blography of any kind
hasg ever beén written about this "unforgettable character"
who served hls church as president for twenty-cne years?

A Pit of investigation revealed‘that Schwan nad also served
ag president of his dilstrict for eighteen years prior to
hig service as president of Synod. With Dr. Polack's ap-
proval, the writer began work on what was intended to be a
complete study of the entire 1life and work of H,C. Schwan.
It soon became evident, however, that such a.study vas too
large for a paper of thls nature. ¥With Dr. Polack's ap-
proval, therefore, the paper waé iimlted to a brief bio-
graphical sketch of Schwan's entire life (chapter one), and
a falrly complete study of his 1ife aﬁd work as pastor and |
misslonary.

The wrlter wishes to express hls indebtednesa to Dr.
Polack for his suggestions as advisor and for malntalning
the writer's interest in the work. Speclal acknowledgements
are due also to the Rev. A.R. Suelflow, curator of Concordia
Historical Institute, S5t. Louls, Missouri, 3ince Dr, Polack's
illness, he has served as advisor to the writer. Ils as-
sistance in locating many of the sources was invaluable, as
were also his helpful suggestlons as %o organizatlon of the
material, and his patient proof reading of the sorlpﬁ.

il




CHAPTER I

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

In Germany

Dr. H.C. Schwan was born on April 5, 1819 in Horneburg,
Hanover, Germany.t He was the oldest of the six children
pf the Rev. G.H.C. Schwan and his wife Charlotte, nee
Wyneken, a slster of the Rev, F.C.D. Wyneken of St. Louis.?
They named him Heinrlch Chrilstian. Later on, others were
to know him in a forelgn country by the more affectionate
name “der allgemeine Heinrich. #3

Heinrich receilved his first instruction from his
parents, followed by elementary education in the village
grammayr school. Hig father supplemented thls with sonme
private coaching in the anclent languages, and with relig-

lous Instruction in preparation for hils confirmation as

1y4.6. Polack, "Henry Christian Schwan, P.D. (1819-1905),"
Yalther League Messenger, XXXI (Octover, 1922), E6.

2pie Abendschule, LI (June 8, 1905), 712.

3L. Fuerbringer, 80 Eventful Years (S5t. Louls: Con-
cordia Publishing House, 194L), D. 239.

Note: The nhrese "der allgemeine Heinrich" is an un-
translatable pun. The usual signification of "allgemein®
is Ycomuon" or "every-day." This meaning is very appllcable
to Schwan, for he was a common man, a man of and for the
people. In the iMissouri Synod, the word "allgemein® has a
second connotation, The president of this bedy was known
as "der allgemeine Praeses" - president of the general body.
Inasmuch as Schwan was president of this body for twenty-one
years, the term "allgemein" applied to him also in this sense.




well.&

Henry, as we would call him in America today, next
attended the college in Stade, graduating with highest
honors in 183?.5 In Hovember of that same year, he enrolled
ag o student of theology at the University of Goettingen.6
the same school whilch Henry Melchlor lNuhlenberg, father of
American Lutheranlsm, had attended almost a century earlier.?

During the previous month, Goettingen University had
celebrated ite one hundredth anniversary. It was at the
ngak of its influence at that time, But when seven of its
nrofeggors felt constrained to oppose rescension of its 1833
congtitution, they were depoeed by the noblllity and land-
ovners. Consequently a large number of students left “the
city of the muses" along with their professors. Among these
was Schwan, who how went to Jena University.s Profesaor
L. Fuerbringer, a later contemporary of Schwan, quotes him
as saying that while at Jena he had contact with the famous,
although rationalistic, church historian Carl von Hase. Al-

though impressed by von Hase's erudition, Schwan was not at

bpolack, op. cit., p. 86.
5pie Abendschule, op. gli., p. 712.
61pid., XL (Cctober 26, 1893), 185.

73.L. Neve, History of the Lutheran Church in America
(Surlington, Iowa: Lutheran Literary Board, 1934), p. 55.

pie Abendschule, XL (October 26, 1893), 185.
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all pleased or lmpressed by his rationaliam.?

In July, 1842, Schwan finished his theologlical studies.
Dr. Fr. Koester adminigtered the final examination, and
'with great pleasure! granted him the right to preach. For
the time being Henry made but 1little use of this »rivilege,
gince he accepted a poslition as private tutor in Dorum, a
small Hanoverian village. He gerved in this capacity un-
til his ordination on September 13, 1843, when he was com-—
missloned as migsionary to Brazil,10

Dr. Willlam Sihler, one of the "fathers" of The Ev,
Luth, Synod of Misgouri, Ohio, and Other States, relates
that before he came to Amerleca, he met Schwan in the home
of' a certain Rev. Ruperti in Leesum, a Hanoverlan village.
Sihler received a very good impression of the young man who
was about to sall for Brazil. "Already at that time," says
Sihler, 'he had an earnest Lutheran bent, #11

In South America

30 far ag the writer was able to determine, there 1is
no indlecation why Henry should wish to go to far away 3Srazil.
It may be that he knew several German merchants who traded

in Brazil, snd that thelr stories stirred in him the love

9Fuerbringer, ov. git., p. 240.

1%p1e Avendaschule, XL (October 26, 1893), 185.

1ly331iam Sihler, Lebenslauf von SD§" ¥. Sihler (Mew
York: Lutherischen Verlags-Verein, 1880), I, 157.
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of adventure. At any rate, he arrived in Bahla, Brazil,
towards the end of 1843. There he got in touch with two _
Episcopalian ministers, had several services in their church,
confirmed a young man, and gave the Lord's Supper to some
%en pergons. Then he went to Leopoldins in February, 1844,
According %o Prof. L. Fuerbringer, Leopoldins was a settle~
ment in the nelghborheood of Caravellas, in the province of
Bshia.l?2 There he seems to have spent most of his time as
o private tutor in the home of two Bremen merchants who
owvneid a coffee plantation. In addition toc his work as tutor,
he also served these households as pastor.13

In 1849 Schwan married Emma Blum, prohably the daughter
of one of the two above mentioned nplantation owners.lu
Emna Wyneken, dauvghter of F.C.D. VWyneken, and later a close
friend of Schwan's wife while they were living in Cleveland,
Ohlo, includes thls stetement in her memolrsa:

liy father's nephew, Dr. Schwan, was a tutor in

Brazll before coming to the United States....Whlle

tuboring in a German settlement in Brazll, he met and

married one of hig pupils, Hrs. Schwan's father, who

was a physician, owned a large coffee-plantation in
Brazil;...1

12Fuerbringer, on. cit., p. 240.

13sinler, on. cit., p. 157.

Wpie Avendschule, LI (June 8, 1905), 712.

15Emma Wyneken, "Memoirs of the Wyneken Household,®

_.QL.TEAAG uco‘ 4 l_m_wi ical Institute Quarterly, XIV (January,
19 2 » O L ]
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In America

Upon the urgent request of his uncle F,.C.D. Yyneken,
Schwan came to the'United States in 1850 to help serve the
inecreasingly large number of Germans who were migrating
to America.l6 Pagtor Schwen's first charge in America was
a small, country congregation at Neu-Blelefeld (now Black
Jack), St, Louls County, Hissourl, Here he was installed
SepGember 15, 1850 by the President of The Ev. Luth, Synod
of Missourl, Ohlo, and Other States,17 the Rev. C.F.W,
Walther. Pasgtors Wyneken (Schwan's uncle, then stationed

at Trinity Congregation in St. Louls) and Husller {(who had

served the Heu-Blelefeld congregation during a vacancy) as—

sisted in the ceremonies,18 During this rather short pas-—
torate whlch lasted a 11ttle less than a year, Schwan's
firat son, Paul, was born in the primitive log cablin which

served as thelir home.19

16p10 Abendschule, XL (October 26, 1893), 185.

17Thls rather cumbrous name was recently shortened to!
The Lutheran Church = Missourl Synod. For the sake of :
brevity we shall hereafter refer to this church body by the
name Hissourl Synod.

183xnoda;'Bericht der deutschen Ev.-Luth. Synode wvon
Missouri, Ohioc, u.a. Stasten (St. Louia: Druckerel der
Synode von lissouri etec., 1850), p. 122,

Note: These Synodical Reports will be clted time and
again, We ghall in the future, therefore, refer to them by

the term Synodal Bericht,

19 #Veterans of the Ministry, Paul F,H. Schwan," The
Lutheran Hitnegs, LI (August 16, 1932), 294.
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From the moment he begen his work in the United States,
Sehwan took an active part in the affairs of the Church
which he was %o gerve as presldent for twenty-one years
later on. The Synodleal Report of 1850 contailns the nota-~
Plon that "Pastor Schwan at iieu-Blielefeld near St. Louis®
wag sccepbed as an advisory member of Synod.20 Since his
congregatlon was not yet a member of the Hissourl Synod,
Schwan could not, according to the constlitution of that
body, hold full voting membership.?l

Although %thls flrat cherge was of short duration, She
congragatlon leamed to love its kindly and affable pastor.
When he received a call to Zion Church in Cleveland, Ohlo,
gome ten monthg after beginning his work in Heu-Blelefeld,
Schwan with a heavy heart folleowed what he considered the
Lord's calling. DBut it took two outside pastora to convince
the neople of Neu-Blelefeld that 1t was their duty to grant
their pastor a peaceful dlsmissal,2?

Pastor Schwan assumed his new duties in Cleveland

20gynodal Bericht, 1850, v. 125.

2laangbook of The Lutheran Church - Hisgourl Synod
(8t. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1949), p. &.

2211,0. Schwan, “Frinnerungen eines alten Buschpastors,®
Der Luthersner, LIII (Hovember 16, 1897), 198.
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during the month of August, 1851,23 and continued %o ssrve
this church for the next thirty yeara.z“ Becauge the
Hisgouri Synod head grown so rapidly and the nresidsni's
dutlies likewlse had increased tremendously, Synod in 1881
resolved that its president should henceforth no longer
hold a full pastorate.?5 On May 30, 1881, therefore, Preg-
ldent Schwan resigned as pastor of Zion Congregation; but
upon the congregation's requeat, he contlnued to aerve it
$111 1899 as: assistant paetor.26

Ag prevlously atated, Paglor Schwan was actlve in the
work ol Synod Trom the time he arrived in America. One of
the Tirgt things he did upon his arrlival in Cleveland was
to have hig congregatlon join the Hissourl Synod as a mem-
ber. In this way he also recselved full voting membership

in 1852.27

23Featbggchlein zum 75-lachrigen Jubllaeum der LEv.
Luth. Zionsgemeinde (n.p., 1893), n. 4. Archives Concordia
Higtorical Institute, 5t. Louls, iissouri.

flete: Ve ghaell in the fubture gbbreviate this title as
FPegtbuechlein. ~

According to the Minutes of Zion Congregation in Cleve-
lend {July 2, 1876), he delivered his Tirst sermon on Aug-
ust 31, 1851.

2

thpoaal Bericht, 1884, p. 29.

253pad., 1881, p. 68.

26i1nuges of Zion Congregation, Cleveland, Ohlo, May
30, 1881 and December 5, 188l. Tereafter we shall refer to
this gource as pinuteg.

273ynodal Bericht, 1852, p. 194.

- TMORIAL LIBRARY
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Hle ablllties as a leader and a clear thinker were
quickly recognized by fellow pastors and laymen of %ths
Synod. Already in 185% he was slected vice-president of
the Central District,?8 continuing in this capaclty until
1857 when he was elected vlcs-president of Synod.29 After
completing the three-ysar term as vice-president of Synod,
his glfts as a moderator3? received recognition in eighteen

ears of continuous service {1860-1878) as president of the

Central District of the Missourl Synod,31

By 1878 Dr., C.F.YW. Walther's tasks as profeasor and
nresldent of Concordla Theologlcal Seminary in 8%, Louis
had become so great, and his position as editor of Der Luth-
erange {officlal publication of the Misgourl 3ynod) demanded
so much of his time that he was forced %o resizgn his position
28 president of Synod. BSynod accepted Waltherts resignation,

and elected as hig successor Paator Schwan, who had taken

281p14., 185k, ». 293.
291pid., 1857, ». 373.

30pp, mamund Sevel, a close friend and acquaintance of
Dr. .Schwan 1n his 1ater yeara. told the writer in an inter-
view on Qctober 21, 1949: "Schwan was an excellent moder-
ator, but net a discuasion leader. That was Dr. Walther's
special talent. Schwan had a wonderful gift for settling
dlsnutes betwesn individuals and congregations, 1 may com-

arse him to Solomon who pasged that sage bit of Judgment

when two nothers came %o him to declde who should have the
child,.®

3laynodsl Bericht, 1860, p. 85. Also the succeeding
vearbooks, through 1878.
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over the chair while Dr. Yalther made his request.’2 Dea-
plte fHchwan's modesty and repeated requests %o be relieved
of this offlce, he was re-elscted president of Synod for
o nex$ seven terms, covering the period from 1878 to 1899,
perhaps the most controversisl period of Hissouri Synod's
hiatury.33

In addition Yo more than half a century of serviee in
the four capaclilies just mentloned, Schwan also served in
& host of other offices and on numerous committees., To
nenvlon only the more significant of these! Board of Con-
tprol for Fort Wayne College 1854-1857 and 1860-1878;3%
Board of Examinersg (Prusfungskommission) for Fort Wayne
College fwrom 1860 to 1878;35 a special two-nman comalitee ap-
polnted to settle a rather bitter disgpute TtThat had arisen
in a Baltimore, Haryland congregation in connection with
the language problem.36 He participated in the Lutheran

Free Conferences of 1856 to 1859, serving as secretary for

327bid., 1878, p. 50.
3311)1:1., 1878-1859, passlm.

Synodal _f.__%n%oeri mittlern Digtrikbs der Zv. Luth.
uxnode etc., 185 St. Louis. Druckerei des Concordlia-

Verlags), passim.

35Ipld., passim.
36yinutes, Hovember 16, 1857.
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all but the 1858 sesslon.37 He represented his Synod in
the Buffalo Colloquy of 1866, When the Synodical Confer-
ence came into being in 1872, Schwan was one of the members
representiﬁg the Hissouri Synod,39 and in 1875 he served as
vice-president of thls organization.*® A Joint seminary
for all members of this conference was proposed in 1878.'
Schwan gerved on the committee which was to study the pos-
siblllty and the necessary ateps for such a move.hl

Although not a prolifilc writer, Schwan did make sev-
eral notable contributlons to the literasture of his Church.
The first of these is a set of "32 Theses Ageinst Unevan~.
gelical Practice,® presented to the Central District in 1862,
These theses are recognized to this day by the Mlssourl
Syncd as the officlal statement of its position on this

particular aubJect.“z In 1877 Schwan delivered two germons

37“Auszug ans den Verhandlungen der frelen ev. luth.
Conferenz in ...," Der Lutheranepr, XIV-XVI, 1858-1859.

Pprotokoll ueber die Verhandlungen des Celloquiums
ehalten in Buffalo, H.Y., vom 20, November bis 3. Bl
18 Zweite Auflage. St. Louls: Aug. @iebusch u, Sohn,
l . >

39Walter Baepler, A,ggnt%;z<gi Grace (3t. Louis: Con-
cordia Publishing House, 1947), p. 160.

“0yornandiungen der vierten Versar der Ev. Luth.
Synodal Conferenz von NordpAmerigg St. Louls: Druckerel
der Synode von lissouri etc., N.d.), De 5

*lsynodsl Bericht, 1878, p. 38.

azFuarbringer, oD, oit., pP. 246, A translation of
these theses will be found in Appendix IV,
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on the problem of lodges or “gecret societies.” These ser=-
mons were printed in 1880 by.requeat of his congregation
in Cleveland.”3 Professor Fuerbringer refers to this tract
as "one of the first and beast tracts against lodgery, or-
iginating in his congregationsl experiencea.““u His great-
est and most significant literary contribution, however,
wag a2 simplified and shortened editlon of the exposition
of Dr. Martin Luther's Small Catechism. Long dlissatiasfied
with the older and longer and more difficult exposition in
the Dietrich Catechism, the Missouri Synocd in 1890 appointed
President Schwan to produce a better version of this re-
liglous text book.*3 It was finished by the end of 1893,46
and after revislon by a committee, was adopted by the
Misgourl Synod as its officlal catechism in 1896.%7

Schwan's long and valuable service tc his own church
body and to other Lutheran bodles in America was formally
recognized in 1893, when the Norweglan Lutheran Church -
erstwhile affiliate of the Synodical Conference - conferred

upon him the honorary degree of "Doctor of Divlnity.“ue

Q3Hinutes, December 3, 1877.

Mypyerbringer, op. cit., p. 247.

45gynodal Bericht, 1890, ». 83.

465yangel 1soh-Lutherisches Schulblatt, XXVIII (Septem-
ber-December, 1893). The December lsgsue carried the con-
cluding section of the new editlon.

475ynodal Bericht, 1896, p. 113.

haFuerbringer, op. cit., p. 243,
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Before concluding this brief sketoh of Dr, H.C. Schwan's
life and work, we must at least make mention of one other
fact. I¥ was through his activity that the Christmas tree
was introduced into church services in the West and Hid-
west.“g

Dr. Schwan was a man of wonderful health,5° never being
serioualy ill until shortly before hls death on May 29, 7
1905.51 He 1ived in retirement from 1899 until he passed
awvay at the age of elghty-sgix years. Death came as the re=
sult of old age and a atroke.’? Funeral services were held
on Ascenslon Day, June 1. Pastor O, Kolbe, close Triend
and companion of the deceased, spoke in the home, Prof.
P. Pleper, Schwan's successor as president of Synod, de-
livered the sermon in the church., His remains were lald
away in the beautiful Lake View Cemetery in Cleveland,
where the martyred CGarfield also lies buried. A small
headstone, wlth the simple and humble linscription so char-

acterisgtic of Schwan himself, merks the grave: "H.C. Schwan, 453

49599 Ghaptef V for a more detalled account cof this
story.

508tatement of Dr., Seuel in previously mentioned in-
terview. ;

51per Lutheraner, LXI (June 20, 1905), 198.
52pie Abendschule, LI (June 8, 1905), 712.
53.%?. Lutheraner, L¥I (June 20, 1905), 198. Cf, also

¥.G. Polack "Henry Christian Schwan, D.D. (1819—1905),“
Wialther League H er, XXXI (October, 1922, 86. ;




CHAPTER IX
HISSTIONARY IN BRAZIL
His Vork

FPor six years Schwan served as "an ardent and success-
ful missicnary in Brazil."l Hig success, according to Dr.
Ednund Seuel, was due to God's blessing and hls wenderful
tenperament, “Schwan was a Joyous Christlan., His jovial
good humor was one of his outstanding characteristics,®

There ls some guestion whether Schwan's work in Brazil

can really be termed "migsion work® or whether 1t was pri-

marily tutering in which he was engaged. Dr. Seuel's state-

nenta, quoted above, imply that Schwen was primarily a
mlgsionary. In agreement with this opinion is the state-
ment from Die Abendscghule of 1893 to the effeect that he
made 1little use of hls llcense to preach "untlil he was or-
dained September 13, 1843, in order to go to Brazll as
migsiondry."2 (Italics are ours.)

Supporting the opposite view, however, is Dr. Willlam

1Dr. Seuel was a personal acguaintance of Pastor
Schwan. Although elghty-four years of age at the time we
interviewed him, Seuel's memory was still quite reliable.
In Jjudging the value of such evidence, however, 1t must be
remembered that memory is often not rellable when it comes
te details.

2ple Abendschule, XL (October 26, 1893), 185.

SRV
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Sihler's obaervation that he met Schwan in Germany shortly
before the latter's departurs for Brazil wvhere hs would
agpume the peositlon of ftutor on 2 plantation, and preach o
the houaehold (Hausgemeinde) of the %wo Bremen merchants
whe owned the plantation.3 Emma ¥Wyneken, daughter of 7.C.
D. Wyneken ond cloge friend of the Schwan's during thelr
reasldence in Cleveland, makes no mention of misslon work -
a% sll wvhen she reminiasces that ®My fatherts nephew, Dr.
Schwan, wag a tubor in Brazil befere coming to the United
Statec....¥hile tutoring in a Germen settlemenst...."™ (The
italies are ours.) The late Dr. L. Fuerbringer substanti-
atea This view when he obaerves that "he geems to have
spent most of his time as private tutor in the home of a
German coffee plan%er...“5 {Italics ours.)

6

On the baslis of the avallable evidence, therefore, we

Jwilliem Sihler, Lebenslsuf won Dr. Y. Sihler (New
York: Lutherischen Verlags-Verein, 1880), I, 157.

uEmma Wyneken, "Memolrs of the Wyneken Household,"

Gozcor ia Historical Instituts Suarterly, XIV (January,
19 1'2 2 101 L

SL. Fuerbringer, 80 Event Years (St. Louiﬁ: Con-
cordla Publishing House, 19%55, D. 280,

6Dr. Fuerbringer, in the book just cited, says on b.
240: f9The only source for this period is a long letter
written by Schwan in February 184%4, to his parents in Ger-
many and printed in the church paper published by our
Brazilian District in 1909." This paper is Das Ev.-Luth.
Kirchenblatt fuer Suedameriks, IV (1909), 26. Unfortunate-
ly this particular issue is, to our knowledge, not avail-
able excent in the library of Concordia Theological Semin-
ary in Bragil, -
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conclude %that Schwen's primary activity was in the capacity
of nlantation tutor, that he also served the personnel of
this plentatlion as pastor, and on the basis of his later
work in America we may sssume that he engaged in as much
misalon work on the side as possible.

Paator Schwan was o man who refused to overwork hinm-
self. Vhen work plled up on him so that he could feel the
tenglon, he dropped everything and rested till his nerves
were quieted. Usually he did this by taking a qulet stroll
through the woods - he was a lover of nature, Or he would
delight bimeself with the musle of an opera.7 Hone of this
relentless rushing about, so typical of owr own day and age.
I% 1o posslible that he learned this valuable lesson from
one Jahan, a CGerman athlete who was a fira belisver in the
old La®in proverb Hens sans in ganc corpore, a sound mind
in a aound body.a Or 1% may be that he learned it by
necessity in Brazil where the humidity and high temperatures
make 1t imperative %o live at a more leisurely pace. Hore
than likely, however, it was a combination of these factors
and his naﬁural temper. At any rate, already in Brazll he
waa careful of his health. In the orovince of Bahia whers

Schwan was working, the hot months are December, January -

?This information 1s again taken from the interview
with Dr. Seuel.

81nia.
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and February. During these months the heat 1s %almost un-
bearable, with no breeze to cool the inferno."? Schwan
tells us thei every year he sgpent from four $o siz weeks of
these nonths vacabloning along the bsautiful seashors of
Caravella. In this way he regained his atrength which had

been agapped by the work and heat of the preceding year,
A Robinson Crusoe. Experience

Schwan's vivid accoun® of one of thegse vacations will
asgrve %o demonstrate his interest in nature, his power of
obgervation and deseription, as well as Yo provide us with
a good pleture of what life was like in mld-nineteenth-cen-—
tury South America.

Transportation to the scaside resort where Schwan
apent his vacations was by means of a dugout canoe, forty
feet long and five or slx feet wide, propelled by six
Negroesg, Fishermen's shacks served as temporary homes for
the large number of settlers who vacationed here, most of
then Germans, Swiss and French, Lightly clad in white
linen and broad rimmed strawha%s, they strolled under the
cocoa~nut pslmg along the beautiful coast which was bounded
by a wide strlp of sollid white sand. Sometiﬁas they rocked

listlessly in hommocks slung between orange end mange trees.

Ythis quotation, as well as all the'following inform-
ation obout the "Robinson Crusoce! excursion is found in Die
Abendgchule, XL (October, 1893), 18%-192.
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The more active bathed in the cool waters, and csught fish,
crabe or oysters. Vhen tired of thelr sport; they glutted
themgelves on the Jjulecy frults of this "southern Paradise,
In short, "during these happy weeks, they really lived 'the
life of Rlley’ which the inhabitants of hot countries live
the whole year round.®

Schwan introduces the story of his Robinson Crusoe ad-
venture on one of these vacations with this remark:

Dear reader, you have no doubt read or heard the
gtory of Roblnson Urusos and his desert island. With
your permlssion, I'll tell a similar story, not qulte
ag good teo Be surs, but one wihich makes up for that
inasmuch as it's true. I experienced it myself.

In the course of this particular vacation, a German
doctor suggested to Schwan that they take a cruise to the
Abrolbos,lo several uninhablted i1slands not far from the
coast of Caravellas., This doctor wes a taxldermlist, spend-
ing much of hlsg time atuffing rare animals, birds and
fishes which he then sent hack to the museums in Germany.
His object in making this trip to the Abrolbos was %o find
more of these rare specimens. Y“That kind of an excursion,"

comments Schwan, "was right down my alley. And since I had

nothing to lose, I naturally accepted his offer.”

10Abrolbos means "Thue die Augen auf!" (Beware!). The
chaln of islands was so named because of the rugged cliffs
and huge, white coral reefs which surrounded 1%, and made
gsailing near it an extremely hazardous undertaking. The
largest of these islandsg had an elevation of one hundred to
two hundred feet above waber level.
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Arvrangements for the excursion included hiring o medlun
sized sallboat, a skipper, a crew of about six men, food
Tor a month's stey, cooking utensils, and - of course - the
equlpnent of the taxidermlst-doctor. The pariy set sall
shortly before noon one day after all the preparatlions were
complete. dJust before nightfall they reached the main is-
land, end since there 1s no dusk below the equator, they
landed quickly with a canoe, taking with them only the first
things they could lay their hands on. The party that went
ashore included the doctor; Joao, a Brazllian youth'af a-
bout sixteen years; Delmira, the colored cook of the doctor;
and Schwan himself. The rest of the crew and the baggage
was t0 remain on board the boat till the next morning.

Joac, who was somewhat famillar with the island,
showed them the cave which would be their home for the next
several days or weeks. Their first task was to bulld a
fire in the mouth of the cave, not so much as a protection
againgt cold or to drive away wild animala, as to prevent
entrance of the uninvited mosquilto-guests,

While discussing thelr proposed adventure, they dis-
covered that they were not the only occupants of the cave.

A huge and happy company of rats came scurrying from every
crack and corner. At first the rodents! antica were amusing,
but when they began to run roughshod over the beds and
bodles of the adventurers, these would gladly have paid "a
ton of gold for a cat.” Schwan says he himself would have
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been willlng %o chip in, 1f only to ses what a cat would do
amongst such a horde of rats. The doctor, who hated rats
anyway, was particularly upset, sspeclally when they began
waving thelir scaly tails in his face., But like the rest
of the party, he finally fell asleep, still cursing the in-
pudent 1little beasties.

Some time later they awoke to the howling of z raging
storn. Undoubtedly all thelr companions had veen lost, for
thelr small beoat% could never weather such a storm. And if
the boat wes lost, then alse s8ll the food and water was
gone! Their situation seemed desperate although they were
temporarily safe inslde the cave. Realizing thelr plight,
Joao and the mald Delmira invoked every salnt on the ros-
ter; the doctor, who had forgotten all about rats and mice,
was gulet as a mouse; and even Schwan was worried.

doao first regained his wlts, and pointed out that
they must f£ind some other pnlace of refuge because their
fire would be sure to go out since the wind was lashing
water into thelr present cave which faced south, By means
of glowing sticks they found such a cave farther back. Here
they rebuilt thelr fire,

After the storm had abated scmewhat, they went out to
gsearch for their boat, Despite the brllliant light of al=-
most continuous lightning flashes, they found no trace of
it nor of the rest of their party. So they retired %o
their cave to wait till morning. VWhen dawn finally arrived,
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thelr worst fears were confirmed: the canoce was smashed to
bits, and there was no eign of the beat. It must have suf-
fered the same sad fate ag had the {raglle cance. They
were marooned! And to make matters worse, the doctor was
seriously ill with a fever and chills that made his feeth
chatter gsc badly that he couldn't talk,

Joao and Schwan set out to explors the entire island
inmediately after sun-up. By noon the sixteen year old
Joao was discouraged. Schwan urged him on -~ " just one
more c¢liff o the north - then we can se¢ the north slde
of the island %oc." When they finslly reached the ton of
this neak, theiy eyes almost popped! There, to the north,
was their boat, fleoating quietly on the watera. As they
discovered later on, the captain had awakened Just in tlime
te bring the beat around to the shelter of the north side -
the wind blowing from the south.

Schwan and Joao rushed back to tell the good news.

But their troubles weren't over yet. Now they all suddenly
Telt hunger pangs, and began to look over thelr stock. What
a supply! Two sults of clothes apiece, 2 glasa, tub, pocket-
knife, several bottles of wine, a sack of “farinha" (flour
mede from mandioke roots), and several bunches of bananas
which the rats had spared. They would have to be very
sparing indesd, for they couldn't hope for the wind %o dle
down for at least several days, and until then it would be

impossible for any boat to land on the treacherous shore.
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How they also notlced scmething else. The fire was
getting low, and they had no more wood! After seversl
hours of back breaking labor, Schwsen and Joac finally man-
aged to bring a huge beaun into caup. This had to be split
into kindling - with a pocketknife! 7o make mstters still
worge, the cave wae so damp that 1% drioped steadlly. But
dead tired from the day'es work, they slept soundly desplite
the inconvenience.

The second day passed in much the same way as the Tirst
one had. They did manage %o catch two native birds in the
course cof the day. Schwan roasted his share of the meat
%11l i% was brown or dblack, and then by holding hls nose
with one hand, pushing the ﬁeat with the other; and closing
his eyes, he was able to swallow at least a 1it%le of the
unsavory stuff. Joao had a sweet tooth Tor such things as
gtarfish, polyps, squids, e2te. either rsw or cooked. The
doctor liked a certaln kind of mussel., And Schwan supple-
mented hig own diet with fish and dry flour.

On the third dsy the rain stopped, but a new problea
threatenad disaster. Water. They nlaced their little con-
tainers where the dripping of the cave was steadleat. bBub i
the doctor's fever had by now made him go thirsty that he
consumed every drop aad qulckly as they could gather the
nrecious liquid. They event most of thia day searching for

a larger supply of water. After a long search, they fin-

ally found i% in a cave that strangely resembled a gothlc
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church. In the far end of this cave was a rock, which, wi#h
2 Tew additional touches, would have served admirably as an
altar. Yo one side of the "altar® sitood & hollow sandstone
whleh Joac identified asg the basin of hely water, but which
Schwan took for a baptismal font. In the center of this
stone was an almost nerfectly circular depression, as
hough formed by a bullst. Whlle marveling at this phen-
oumenoil, Schwan spled enother stone on the ground, one which
Titted the depregsion in the basin., HNow they noticed wany
of these holesg scatiered all over the cave. And each one
of them was filled with rain walter! They drank their fill
and %11l had plenty for = several day supply.

On the way back to camp they found qulte a number of
rare bilrds, including several gorcinas (birds with long,
black tail feathers much like a peacock) which the doctor
stuffed and later mounted for Karlsruher Huseum.

By the beginning of the fourth day alter the disaster,
the sea had vocome quiet enough for the party on the boat
%o attempt a landing. It was an unsuccsssful attempt how-
ever. The skipper of the boat, an Englishman, redesmed thp
situation by performing a dangerous Teat - swlmming ashore
through the shark inTested and cragzy waters. He supplied
the marooned party with a basket of food in return for sev-
eral flasks of wine. Before leaving, he promlsed to take
the castaways abcard as soon as the weather permitted. To

ensure the rescus, the doctor kept most of the wilne,
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promising delivery of the same as soon as they were %aken
aboard the boat.

The following day, the fifth, was Sunday. Early in
the morning they washed their clothes in true Robinaon
Crusoe fashlon. Schwan had a Portuguese copy of the New
Testament and the Psalms. From this he read a selection and
conducted a short service. Joao begged permission to keep
this book. The poor fellow had never learned anything of
God's Word except the Ave Maria and the Lord's Prayer! Ex-
acting the promlse that he would really learn to read, Schwan
gladly granted the boy's request.

To make a long story short, the speclmen-seeking dootor
and hls party spent a total of seven days on the island be-
fore they were safely aboard the boat once more. Then the
sallors demanded that they stey for several days of fishing,
and so 1t was almost ten days before the group set sall for
Caravellas. When they finally landed, Schwan had the same
hard luck that Robinson Crusoe had when he lost all his
gold while landing. Schwan had gathered a large number of
novelties and put them into a canoe to be taken ashore, but
before they got there the canoe capsized, throwlng both
Schwan and all his trinkets into the sea. Being an excel-
lent swimmer, Schwan was able to bring himself ashore, but
the treasures he had so palnfully gathered were lost for-

ever.

Safely ashore, thelr friends all wanted to hear of
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thelr adventures, but, Schwan says, "We had other inten-
%ions. We had eaten but spéringly of the delicacies the ls-
land offered, and the fish - fried 1n dirty grease - which
we ate on board the boat weren't much better elther." He
winds up hlg vivid tale of adventure with this character-
istically modest statement, "If you have enjoyed yourself
only half as much in reading this story as I d4id - not in
wrlting i%, but in the remlinlscence -~ then I am content.

Take 1t easy! (Gehab dlch wohl!).®



CHAPTER IIX
HIS PAMILY
mnma Blum -~ Mrg, Schwan

One of the points which we wished to emphasize with the
preceding summary of Schwan's account of one of hls vacations
in Brazil 1s that he took sufficient time off from his of-
ficlal duties in order %o malntain his health. We also have
evidence showing that he dld not permlt devotion to duty to
interfere with hls soclal 1life. He knew how to combine
pleasaure with duty. According to Emma Wyneken, he met iiss
Emma Blum for the first time as one of his pupils in Brazil.
Her gtudies under hig able tutorship led to an HRS. dagrea.l
They were married some time during the year 1849.2

¥rs, Schwan's father was & rather wealthy physieclan.
He owned a large coffee plantation, and consequently Hrs,
Schwan was reared in luxury, doing 1ittle or no house work
gince these menlal tasks were all done by slaves, In view
of this, one might have expected Mrs, Schwan to be a so-
phigtlcated and elegant lady, unwilling to dirty her hands
with the every-day duties of house work.,? That was not the

15mma Wyneken, "Memolrs of the VWyneken Housshold," Con-
cordia Historical Institute Quarterly, XIV (January, 1942),

101,
2pie Abendschule, LI (June 8, 1905), 712.

SEnma Wyneken, op., c¢it., p. 101,
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case, According to Dr. Hdmund Seuel, her influence on her
husbandles career was quite positive. "So far as her person-
ality is concerned, she was perhaps a little less jovial
than Schwan himself, although she %oo had a very pleasant
personality. ®

It is probable thet Hrs. Schwan was rather sickly af-
ter she went to Cleveland, Ohlo, with her husband in 1851.
Apperently the unaccustomed cold and dampness of the climate
along Lake Erle made her susceptible %o colds and agthma,
Pagtor Schwan, in a letter dated April 7, 1881, writes %o
hig good friend Dr, Willliam Sihler of Fort Wayne, Indianal
"Ny wife seems Lo bs recovering slowly. If only this fright-
ful winter were over!”“ In the seme veiln is this excerpt
from Dr. C.F.¥W. Walthsr's letter to Schwan. "I was very
happy to hear from Griese’ that the unfavorable climate is
not having such an adverse effect on your dear wife's

physical constitution any nora. "6
The Children

Pastor and Mrs. H.C. Schwain had five children: four

Bohe original of this letter is in the archives of Con-
cordia Historical Institute, S5%t. Louls, MHisgsouri. A com-
plete reproduction of the letter 1s feund in Appendix III D,

Skr., Griese was one of the members of Pastor Schwan's
congregatlon.

6L, Fuerbringer, edltor, Briefe won C.F.¥, Halt
(st. Louls: Concordia Publishing House, 1915), I, 200.
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gong, Paul, Ernst, Immanuel and George; one daughter, Enmge
They were all born in America.’

Enma, the only daughter and youngest of the five chlld-
ren, marrled Mr. Gustav Kuechle of lMllwaukee, Wisconasln., #r,
Harold Kuechle, a IV year student at Coneordia Theological
Semlnary In 5%, Louls, is one of her grandchildren. Accord-
ing o Harold, she is at the time of thls writing about
elghty-three years old, making her home with her children
in the ¢ity of her chlldhood, Cleveland, Ohio.

Faul was. the oldest of the flve chlldren, bora in a
log ecabin at Black Jack, lMissouri in 1851. He followed thse
gteps of hig father in the ministry. On the second Sunday
after Trinity in the year 1873 Paul was ordained as assistant
%o his father in Zion Congregation, Cleveland, Ohle.® In
addition to his migglonary duties as his fatherts assistant,
Paul taught a parish school for five years.g Through the
combined efforts of father and son, the congregatlon grew
a0 rapidly in size that by 1880 it became nscessary for
that part of the congregation which lived in Zast Cleveland
to found an independent church. 10 Quite fittingly, this

7The Lutheran Witness, LI (August 16, 1832), 294, gives
the ooituary of "Paul F.H, SOhNan...born...1851.:., eldest
c¢hild of the sainted Dr. H.C. Schwan.®

8gynodal Bericht des mittlern D (St, Louls:
bruckerel des Concordla-Verlags, 1873), p. 12.
Ihe Lutheran Witness, LI (August 16, 1932), 294.

101isnutes, March 1, 1880 and December 16, 1880.

iy g
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new church called Paul Schwan as its first pastor and
adopted as 1ts name "Bt. Paul's Gongregatian.' This new
bedy wes Plessed with the continuous services of its first
pagtor until his retirement. In 19223 they celebrated the
fiftleth anniversary of his ordination into the ministry.ll

Paul's courtship and early wedded 1ife with Marie
Hemny were marked by pronounced "in-low® difficulties which
nay have been partly responsible for her relatively early
death in 1214, They had four children: three girls, and one
boy who died of pneumonis in an army camp in 1918,12

Paults "in-law"® difficulties occurred during the first
year of hls father's presidency of the MHisaouri Syncd, 1878.
These difficulties consgtitute what was probably one of the
moat trying and gaddening erxperiences of either father or
gon. The stery of these difficulties takes up most of the
pages Trom fifteen to one hundred in volume four of the
Kinutes. OChilef figures in the story ars Schwan's son,
Paul; Hiss Harle Schnadt and her father; Miss Harle Hempy
and her parenta. The reader will recall that Paul Schwan
was called a8 assistant to his father in 1873. He began
his work as an unmarried man, After about two years, his
parents svggested that 1t might not be a bad idea AT he

started looking around for a suitable young lady to grace

11lvhe Lutheran Witness, LI (August 16, 1932), 294.
o0, it
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hiz pnarsonage. Paul did. Hls fancy lighted on one of the.
girls in his confirmation clags, a certain liss Marie
Schnadt. On April 6, 1876,13 "paul dld a very foolish
thing." The confirmation class had Just finlshed its
last lesson and was saying goodbye to Pastor {(Paul) Sehwan. 1%
I% so happened that larie was the last one to leave the room.
Pastor Schwan ealled her back, -congratulated her on her fine
worls, and concluded with the remark that she might become
his wife when .she wag 17 years of age, provided she was
willing to welt that 1ong.15 Naturally she was very re-
ceptlve to his advences. For two or three months they were
quite intinate, but a trip to Germeny brought Paul to the
realization that 1t was an unrealistic relationship., He
gpoke to Marie about his change of heart, and they mutually
agreed to let the affalr be a thing of the past. So after
e. few monthe, Paul congidered it a dead lssue, especlally
since the entire affalr had been a matter Just between the

two of them. Nelther of thelr parents had known about

13xinut g, January 27, 1879.

Wror the sake of clarity we shall refer to Paul Schwan
ag "Pastor Schwan," and to his father as "President Schwan,®
since he was president of the liseourl Synod during the
time that this story takes place.

15The actual words which he employed were, "Marie,
halt dich brav, VWenn du 17 Jahr alt bist, kannst du
vielleilcht meine Frau werden.! This statement was the cen-
ter of much dispute three ysars later, but was attested as
being correct by Marie herself (p. 43) and by ir. G.
Helchior quoting Mr. Schnadt (p. 24), as well as Paul him-
gelf. ; -
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1,16

A year pasged. Then, early in December 1877, Presldent
Schwan pald ilr, Hempy, one of his members, a vislt. In the
courae of the conversalticn, he told MHempy, "Hy son Paul
soemg To have taken a liking to your daughter Harle. Do
you as Tather have any objectlon %o the marrisge of our
children?® Hpr, Hempy said he had none. President Schwan
asited whether he uight perhaps like to see his daughter
married to someons in a differen® profession, one wio hed a
better income. He also reminded Heupy that 1f he wanted
his daughter To alm for a higher status in 1llfe, now was
vae time to say so, since nothing had bheen done yet; if he
had any objections whatever, then the status quo would e
maintained. But Hr, Hempy ralsed no objections, Schwan
then inquired about iirs. Hempy's position. Iy, Hempy sald
he dian't know, but thal he would ask her. A week later he
reported that his wife had no objecticns elther.

Another week passed, but Paul made no advances, A%
church that morning, President Schwan asked Hempy not to E
think that the natter had been dropped Just Lecause nothlng
hed been done yet. Hempy repllied, "Oh well, there's no-

hurry. al?

163xcept for the dzte under footnote 13, all the in-
formatlion of thls paragraph is taken from the linutes, Dec-
ember 30, 1878, p. 22.

17§;gg§g§. December 30, 1878, p. 16.
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Since Paul was the bashful type, or verhaps bscause
his previous affaly with lMarie Schnad¥% had made him more
cautious, he hesitated %o approach liss Hempy., Therefore
President Schwan took the initiative. He visited the Hempy's
again, and told Harle about Paul's interest in her. He -
asked vhat she would say if Paul were to try to win her hand.
She answered, "I wouldn't say 'Ho,! but I couldn't say 'Yes!
right away either,.?

done two weeks later, President Schwan zsked Haris not
%o keegp Paul in suspense i, after more intimate assocliatlion
wlth him, she could convince herself to bLecome engaged. As
he had fully expected, she gave him no definits answer. Af-
ter Chis Preslident Schwan didn't speak o Harie aboul the
matber until December 1878,18

How Paul Tinally got up enough courage to go to Mr.
Hempy and %ell him, "I've heard whal you and my  father dis-
cugsged., YWould you be s8¢ kind as to tell your daughter Harile
of ny intentions?" He replied, "Are you courting me? - Ask
her yourselfl" Paul didn't get a chance to speak to her
that night, but after a while he did become batter acquailnted
with her, It wasn't long before they were vislting relatives

and friends together. Finally he was an almost dalily guest

18yhen Marie came in to announce for Communicn that
month, President Schwan broached the subject again since she
was in serlous stiralte because of her parents* attitude. He
spoke %0 her about the Fourth Commandment and what her attl-
tude must be over sgalnst her parents in the 1light of this
Commandment. : !
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In the Hempy home, and was alweys glven a friendly recep-
‘cion’.l9

That's how things continued until they exchanged sen-—
gagement promises on July 23, 1878. Iamedlately they asked
lir. and ¥ra. Hempy for their parental bleasing;'but Hariets
fathsr acted very nuch surpriaed; He asked, "Do you want
ail answer Goday already?" Paul was very much taken aback,
bub managed %o say, "Well, I can come agaln;" When he aid
return two days later, only iarie and her mother were home;
Mra., lempy told him, "Ii's a2 good thing my husband isnt't
home. He's very angry, and won't hear of 1%. Of course,
he hes nothlng egalnst you versonally; but ocur daughter has
been ralsed Uoo luxurlously %o live on gix hundred dollars
awong the Fomeranlans on the wrong side of the tracks {unter
den Pomuwern im Bohnenviertel). It'g true, my husband gaid
he had no ebjections, but he thought Barie would have sense
enough %o say 'no.'" Paul didn't say & word. Marie called
to him from the next room. Kra., Hempy refused to let them
%alk to each other, bul Marlie gald, "¥other, if you don't
let Paul come to me, you'll be éorry later on." So Paul .
forced his way past ¥rg. Hempy into the next rcom. HMHarile
was erying. Both Paul and Marle felt that there was nothing
wrong with thelr engagement, and so they mutually promised

not %o let themselves be-saparated.zo

1yinutesn, Decemver 30, 1878, ». 17.
201114., p. 18.
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ﬁafurally Paul now %talked the maitler over with his
Tather. The latter wanted to be absolutely sure that he
would handle the case correctly, so he wrote Tc Dr. C.F.W,
Walther, nregident of Concordis Theological Seminary in 3%,
Louls, for an opinion. 3Schwan mentioned no names, but |
deseribed the case in detall, and asked these two queations:
1) Is this a valid engegement? 2) If 1t 1s, dave the couple
break the engagement? To the firet questlon Dr, Walther
angwered with an unqualified "yes.? To the second he
anawvered "no.® In order to bhe doubly sure of doing the
right thing, President Schwan 2lso consulted other pastors.
All of which finally made hirm deternine that Mr. Hemny nuat
Justify his stand or give his consent to the engagement.al

Marle, however, asked President Schwan to walt because
ghe hoped that Af she treated her »narents kindly and obeyed
them in all other things, that she would finally win thelr
consent. Instead of getting bhetter, however, matters only
went from bad teo worse. They told her that Paul was only
after her money; %0ld her to think of what a2 situatlon she
was getting into, etc. ‘

Paul corresponded with larie only ocecaslenally, and
pay her personally on bubt very few occasionsg. Hilg father
let things ride this way from July until October, when he

had to leave on aon ingpection tour of Synod's instlitutlons.

2Aiid., p- 19,
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Not wishing %o leave the matter undeclided, he spoke pri-
vately to both Hr. and lirg, Hempy. The interview with Hr.
Hempy lasted for some three hours during which they dls-
cussed, among other things, the question: Vhat constlitubes
a valid engagement? Hempy raised many objections, but they
all bolled down to this one: he thought 1t too much of a
loss of fanlly prestige for Marle to marry a man with the
lowly salary of six hundred dollars per year. President
Schwan reminded him that this had no bsaring on the wvalld-
ity of the sngagement aince he had ralsed no objection when
the matter had first been spoken of in December of the
orevious year (1877).22

Hempy admltted that he and his wife had not objeeted
at first, and then said that 1t was his wife who had first
changed her mind. Since it seemed that 1t was chiefly Mrs.
Henpy who was dlssatisfied; President Schwan called on her,
At first she wouldn't talk, but finally she sald, "If only
my husbznd would give hls approval, then I'd be satisfied.'
So Schwan left on his tour, feeling very much relieved since
he thought everything was now stralghtened out. Thlngs were
not as rosy as he imagined them to be however.

Two days after he left, kr. Hempy came to Paul, accused
him of having stolen his daughter, inaisted that he should
and must give her up. When Paul reminded him of what he had

221p1d, , p. 20.
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2%
so recently admitted to Presldent Schwan, he denied 1% all,
Yhen he left Paul's nlace, he went directly to his daughter
vho was now living with her relatives in Vermlllion beeause
it was unbearable at home, He stormed at lMarie, demanded
that she renounce Paul, accused her of disgracing the fam;
ily, told her that she would be responsible if her mother
ended up in the insane asylum. ¥Filnally he told her not to
come home again till she had broken off relations with Paul.
if she dild come home, he would take that to mean that she
wag through with Paul. But if she continued her relations
with him, then he would disinherit her. She wouldn't get
a red cent??

Marie's sltuation was desperate. Her father even went
g0 far as %o say that if she went out wlth Paul again, he
would beat him up. 9YIt*'1l1l only cost me ten dollars!"ag
¥hen President Schwan returned from his trip, he wanted %o
call Mr, Hempy to aoccount immediately, but Marie and her
relatives restrained him, They said 1t would be useless,’
and 1t would only make him even more obstreperous.

That's how matters stood untll Monday, Decembesr 23, 1878.
Up $ill that time Hempy hadn't been able to produce any
valld objection to the engagement. But on that day he

231pid., p. 21.

zuThis statement is authenticated by the testimony of
several witnesses in the Minuteg of January 6, 1879, p. 37.
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learned of something that he thought would stand up,2?

At this point we have to go back to Paul'sg "foollish®
gourtship of Harle Schnadt. As previously stated, they had
mutually agreed that thelr affair was a closed lssue. Then,
ebout July 1878, Paul received a threatening letter from
lMarle Schnadt. She demanded satisfaction. %When he ignored
the lettser, she sent several more of an increasingly threat-
ening nature. Finally, on December 23, 1878 Mr. Schnadft
came %o President Schwan saying that Paul had promised to
wmarry his daughter Marie. President Schwan was dumbfounded
at flrat. After a few moments he told Schnadt that he would
have to talk this over with Paul first, since this was the
firgt time he had heard anything about the affalr. Hs also
Inquired whether perhaps something more serious than the
alleged promise had transpired. Ilr. Schnadt sald, "No,
that i1s all,” President Schwan requested Schnadt not to
speak to iMr. Hempy apout this most recent develppment until
the matter could bes investigated. BSchnadt promised to do
8o, but broke his promise the day after Chrlistmas, Thursday,
December 26. Now Hempy thought he could really pin Paul
down., '

When Paul returned from a service in 3t. John's Con-
gregation the next day, he met Mr, Hempy and lir. and lMrs.

Schnadt on the atrest in front of his brother's home on

ziﬁgggggg, December 30, 1878, p. 22.
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Caze Avenue.26 It wasg apparent to Paul that they wanted

to see him about some urgent business, so he invited them
into his room. Then, apprehensive of what migh% happen,
he asked permisaion to have his brother Ernst sit in on the
discussion, but lir. Schnadt oblected, saying that Ernst
was o lawyer.. Paul asked why he hadn't brought his daughter
along. Schnadt replied that that was his own business.
Thereupon they told Paul that they had come to admonish
him according to Matthew 18. He asgked what it was that
they had ageinst him, but they insisted that he tell the -
entire story of his relaticns with Marie Schnadt. Paul
refused, saying that this ssemed to be a strange kind of
admonition, more like the third degree (das nenne.man
Ausforschenwollen). At thie Mr. Hempy Jjumped forward, beat
and pushed Paul around so violently that Ernst Schwan heard
the rumpus downstairs and came up to see what was going on.
Before Paults "guests® left, he pleaded with Hempy to con-
fess hils wrong before leaving, but Hempy answered, "Hol®
and walked out.2?

All of Hempy's relatives reasoned and pleaded with him,
declared him to be all wrong., They even arranged for a
meeting with the Rev. J.H, Niemann, but Hempy didn't show

up for the meeting. In the meantime, President Schwan asked

26paul was st that time rooming with his brother Ernst.
27M1 utes, December 30, 1878, p. 24.
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e, G. Me;cher, a relative of Hempy, te arrange for a meet-
ing with Miss Schnadt before the Church Council and Paul,28
Hpr, Melcher reported that Miss Schnadt had agreed, on the
condition that her father would permlt 1%; but he refused.
Therefore that meeting dlan't take place elther, 29

On Saturday evening, December 28,30 Hr, Hempy came fo
Paul %o ask forgivenssa for having beaten him. Paul was
glad that hs had realized his wrong, and immediately urged
him to s¥raipghten out the rest of the whole mess too. The
blows which he had recelved on hls body, he added, weren't
nearly as painful as the inward blowa of Hempy's previous
conduct, and for thies reason he pleaded with him to confess
that he had grievously sinned against him in other ways.
Hemoy sald, no, he wouldn't do that, and that was finall
Thén, answered Paul, it would be pointless to forgive hilm
for the beating, since the reconclliation would be mere
hypocrisy.Bl _

The next day was Sunday. With the help of G. Helcher,

281p1d., p. 26. j

291bid., p. 27.

3%mhe Minutes of January 6, 1879 contain a Statement
by President Schwan. In it he explainsg why he had married
the couple "on the preceding Monday night after the meet-
ing." That meeting is dated December 30. Figuring back,
then, from Monday, December 30, we arrive at the above date
of Saturday, December 28.

3lmnutes, December 30, 1878, p. 27.
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President Schwan arranged to meet Mr. Hempy after the
"Christenlehre! to tallk the matter over with him, ¥r. C.
Griese, one of the elders, was alsc present at thls umeeting.
Mr. Hempy cdmitted everything excent thoge statements he had
uade to President Schwan on that October evening Just be=-
fore his %rilp %o inspeet Synod's insititutions. All of
Schwan's remonstrances were in vain.o2

On the following evenlng, Monday, December 30, 1876,
Fresldent Schwan called a specilal nmeeting of all the.voters
in %the congregation. He opened the discussion with the re-
mark that some very unsavory rumors were clrculating about
their pastors, and thaet he felt the congregation members
gshould know the facts, %o this end he had vrepared a
written Statement which he then read. Thls Statement re-
lates the story of which the preceding account 1s a
gynthesls and summary, with several additional notes from
other parts of the Hinutes., President Schwan concludéd his
reading of the Stateument with these zssertions: 1) that the
engagement of hils son to Miss Hempy was valid, and that
therefore Mr. Hempy was sinning by attempting to break up
the engagement; that the engaged couple had tie right to gst
married, and that he (President Schwan) had the right to

marry them how, when, and where the couple wished to be

3319;9., p. 28, Schwan admlts that he bescame angry to-
wards the end of this meeting, about:the only time he seems
to have lost emotional control.
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married; 2) that if Pastor Paul Schwan had done nothing
more than he had confesaed,33 then it would not be necessary
for hirm tn resign.

Since ©This coneluded President Schwan's renort, Hr.
Schnadt was asked to present his gside of the story. He de-
clined, saying that he had not known about the whole affair
until Just a week before, and had therefore not been able to
wrlte up a statement. 3ince the hour was already late, the
neeting was adjournedaju

Upon the request of Paul and liarde, and nractlczlly her
entire relatlionshlpy as well, President Schwan performed the
nmarrlage rites that same night. Thils caused some bltter
feelings anong the members, They began %o take sides, and
by the time the next meeting was held on January 6, 1879,
there was danger of a split in the congregation. President
Schwan opened this meeting by explalning why he had per-
formed the merriage sc soon after the meeting on the pre-

ceding ¥ondey evening. He sald that there wes a2 blg stir

33paul had interrupted his father in the reading of
that part of the Statement whlch dealt with the Schnadt af-
fair. He admitted that he had told Mlsg Schnadt, "Marle,
wenn du brav bist..." He recognized that thereby he had
comnitted a grave sin againat God, against Marle Schnadt% and
her parents, that he had caused hls own parents much heart-
ache, and that he had thereby given great offense to the
entire congregation and in particular to the young people.
He now asked all of them to forgive him as he firmly be-
lieved the Lord had forgiven him his sin., (Minutes, Decem-
ber 30, 1878, p. 23).

341bia., p. 28.
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in the congregation because of it. This dldn't surprise
him, since a simllar case had never occurred in the congre-
getion, He was ready to Juatify hls course of action and
desired of no one o admit the correctnesa of his actlon
vithout any further explanation. But he also hoped every-
one would quietly listen to him and not interrupt him in
his report.35

The following is hils report.

Some of you may think that I did this thing in a
hurry, without due deliberation. That is often used
a8 an excuse. I cannot and will not use thils excuse,
I consldered the matter long and well, and finally
acted, knowing full well what I was doing {(und hab's
mit kaltem Blute ausgefuehrt). When Hempy opposed the
marrizge, I pondered what would uwltimately have to be
done. 1 discussed the case orally and on the basis
of Seripture with Prof. Dr. Walther, with fellow pas-
tora and with practically the entire Hempy relation-
ghip. On the last dsy, upon the request of C. Griese,
I once more seriously discussed the case with Pastor
Nismann, and finally, after the congregztionasl meet-
ing, in the family circle. 8So you see that I acted
after due deliberatlon.

He now intervunted hils report to give a lucld explana-
tion of the Fourth Commandment, pointing out to what extent
2 child owes obedience te 1ts parents, and when ths chlld

must obey God rather than men. He followed this up with an

351pid., January 6, 1879, vo. 30-38. The following ac-
count ia a stenographic report of the two secretaries who
apparently tock notes independently, and then compared them
before recording them in the Hinutes.

There is a secretarial footnote on page 38 which com-
menta, "Although Pastor Schwan had asked to be heard quletly
without interruption; several members vermitted themselves
to be carried away by their emotlions, disturbing him wlth
biting and sneering versonal attacka."
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explanation of what constitutes an "offence,® cliing ex-
amples from Scripture and from Luther's writings, and con-
cluded with this definition:

hat does it mean %o give offense? To do something
2% which others will perhaps be offendsd? -- No, but
when I sin, so that others are led to greater ungodll-
negs than before. Never can I glve offense if I do
not sin; if you have not sinned, neither have you glven
offense. Uow it's possible that peocple will be of=-
fended, as was true in Jesus' case, but that is taking
offense, not giving offense. Iou may take offense out
of love for mischief and wickedness, or alsc because
you cannat understand a case, or becauvss the problem
is somethlng new to you...

Then, after 1listing five explicit proofs to show that
he had not performed the nmarriage in secret, he continued:

iome may object that I should have poatponed the wed-
ding because of the Schnadt affalr; that my son might
poesibly have been engaged to Miss Schnadt. But Miss
dchnadt has never made that claim, much less has 1%
been proveti.

Others will say that the engagement should hove been
announced in church, Nothing would have pleased me
more! Dut Mr, Hempy openly threatened to oppose the
wedding publicly if 1t were announced, thereby causing
& scandel. The people would then Jjustiflably have
said, "If you knew that beforehand, you should have
prevented that offense.”

Others willl say I should have asked for the congre-
gatlon's aoproval. There are some things for which I
rnust have the approval of the congregation (he cites
& number of exemples)...But there are also cases for
which I need not ask the congregation's permission,
Such things are ny nminisgterisl acts: marrlages, funer-
als, ete....That is my right according to the consti-
tuticn.

Now someone may ask, Why then did you present the
natter to the con@rega%ion? I answer: 1)because, a8
I gald in the first part of ny Statement, all kinds
of rumors were circulating, and %that therefore the con=-
gregation should be advised of the facts so that 1% \
might investigats the case; 2) for this resason, that
the congregation «ight not be toc surprised and offended
when I performed that which I was resolved to do...

So you see that I nresented the case not to ask for -
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approval, but that you might not take offense, and
that you might be able to make an investigation.

Now some wlll say That I did this (present the
matter) to avoid an investigation. That would have
been very wicked and atupid of me, I myself moved
that an Investigation bs made, and I hope that you
will thoroughly and soon waelke this inveatigation. What,
may I ask, has been obviated by the wedding? Have I
dlsopveared, or my son? Ve're both here. ilow could
anyone possibly think that I was trying to shield my
gon from an investigatlon! Vould his veing married -
protect him from punishment? Ho, the punishment would
only be much more gevere after his marriage, If thers
are those - and I hope there are not - who would like
to see my son severely punished, then they may rejolce
over the fact that he is married. That would make it
even worse for my son. Sc you see I wasg not trying to
orotect him from punishment or from an investigation.
You can punish him just as well now that he's married,
as you gould before.

fnally, you will ask, What's the reason for marry-
ing your gson when no one was expecting i1t? I answer:
1) ¥r, Hempy on numerous occasicns claimed that my son
was only intereated in his money. He told me that to
my Tace Just last Sunday. Hr. Hempy on several occas-
ions threatened to dlginherit his daughfter if she did
not break the engagement. Hrs. Hempy told my son that
her daughter wouldn't get a cent if she refused to
break relations wlth him., All our remongtrances with
Hempy's were in vain. If my son had now backed out, it
would certalnly have oppeared as though Hempy had been
right. Had we waited, Hr. Hempy might have thought
we were only walting for the money. I% was ny con-
viction that there was only one way to convince Hr,
Hempy that we weren't interested in his nmoney, and that
way was to marry them as I did, Now MHr. Hempy knows
we weren't interested in his money. 2) VWhen ligs
Hempy assured her parents that she loved my son, they
refused to belleve her, laughed at her and eald, "Love!
Vhat'e love?" TRegardless of how diligently and plead-
ingly she trled, she could not convinee her parenis.
By getting married these two have proven that their
love wag real. The longer they would have walted, the
nove might Hempy's have thought that they weren't gser-
ious. 3) In the third ploce, we 414 1t because of the

thrects. #drs., Hempy %old her daughter, "lMarle, be care-

ful of what you do. Your father will beat you if you
don't quit Paul.? Miss Caroline Hempy and Miss Velde-
kopf have offered to testify before the congregation
that Hr, Henpy threatened to beat my son 1f he ever
met him on the street with his daughter (saying) "It
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will only cost ten dollaralt

lrs. Lothmann has declared that Mr. Hempy had made
it unbearable to be in the house; that he hed carried
out his threats of beating; that he had Turthermore
threatensd to make public cvjection In the church,
¥hen I informed Mr, Hempy that the wedding would take
place wlthout his consent, he warned me in such a way
that I could only take 1% as a threat. After all this,
what would Mr. Hempy have thought if we had postponed
the wedding? X&) Although we would gladly have walted,
yet the state of affalirs was such that walting wes une-
bearable. You don't realize what the last five months
have been for us. I don't like to go into detall,
These things constantly welghed on me. As I went a-
bout nmy work, they were continually in my mind,

For these reasons, and because the entire relation-
ship agreed that 4% was imposslible to go on like this,
and becauge they sald they were afrald that there would
be a sad misfortune in the family, for these reasons
we %took the step.

Yhen emo%tlons are once aroused, they are not 8o easily
quieted again., That was tfue in this case %oo, despiﬁe Presg-
ident Schwan's extenaive ahd conclusive explanation. In the
following weeks, the meetings bacamé so unruly that the
chairman had to call on the elders to restore order in the
group. A committee was appolnted to investigate the Schnadt
cage. ©On January 27 thia'oom@lttee presented its report to’
the congregation. It termed the relationship between Paul
and Harie Schnadt merely "an affalr," and declared the en-
gagement of Paul and Marié Hempy valid. It was their opin-
ion that President Schwan had the right to marry the couple,
but that he had given serious offense by acting unadvisedly
and too hastily. On the basis of these findings, the entire

Schnadt case was closed by congregational resolution. 3%

36H1nu§es, January 27, 1879.
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Paul soon won himself back into the good graces of the
majorlity, but a certain faction still opposed him and ap=-
parently opposed hls father even more. This, at least, is
the ludgment of ?resident Schwan in the following lefter
which he wrote on February 19 to one of his friends.3?

'Hy Dear Doctor!

«+»+This 1a Paul's atatus. All his people in the outer
dlstrict have both orally and in writing stated that
they have an even greater degree of econfidence in him
than before. While the matter was still hanging in

the balance in this (inner) district, those in the
outer dlastrict were very seriously considering the idea
of declaring themselves an independent parish without
any support from the inner dlstrict because the latter
didn't like Paul. To be sure, there is a party of
older members in this district that is opposed to him;
but they are the sawme ones who ars even now yet equally
set againat me. You can't tell yet how it's going to
turn out, Up till now, one after the other comes to

me and tells me that he is ashamed of hls conduct,
Therefore I hope that at least those who are really
sincere, will sooner or later be straightsned out in
thelr thinking on thls matter.

Therefore, you were right as to how I feel about
this matter, RIGHT ROW Paul dare not go under any
clrocumstances. That might cause a spllt. VWhether he
can go later on, will have to be decided on the basis
of what position our older members HERE take,

Thank God that Paul has come out of the affalr as
well as he has. That they are now attacking me all the
more vigorously doean't frighten me very much. I'll
take care of myself all right. I have a good consclence

37Thls letter has no date other than February 19. Since
the case was closed on Decenmber 5, 1879, we assume that this
letter was written in that same year. The addressee is not
mentioned, but the salutation "Theurer Herr Doctor!" points
to either Dr, ¥. Sihler or Dr. Walther, aince these are
about the only men in the Missouri Syncd who at that time
had a doctor's degree.
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about the matter.38

This opposltlion party continued through the summer and
fall months., It was President Schwan who finally suggested
to the congregation that they c¢all on an unblased, outaide
comnlttee to investigate the whole affalr and to let thelr
declsion be final. After all efforts had falled, the con-
gregation sgreed %o do this. 'And 80 1t was that a committes
was appolnted for this purpose. The members of this com-
mittee were: Dr. C.F.W. Walther; Vice-president of Synod,
the Rev., C. OGross; the Rev. Q. Kolbe of Cleveland; and
Messrs. H. Killmer ané John C, Haker, membera of Zion Con-
gragatien.39 The comnitiee made 1ts report on December 5,
1879, almost a full year after the first meeting. Its:
verdict was that the Schnadt case had besen only an "affair,?
but an unfortunate one. The engagement and marriage of Paul
Schwan and Harie Hempy was declared valid, It found the
Prgsiaent of the Milgsourl Synod guilty of two errors. One,
he had erred in his understanding of the doctrine of offense.

385 copy of the original is found in Avpendix III B.

It might be well to note that the "outer” dlstrict did Torm
an independent congregation two years later, 1880, and called
Paul as pastor.

In the second laat paragraph President Schwan apparently
has reference to a call that Paul had received from another
congregation.

Note also how completely unselfish Presldent Schwan 1s
in his thinking. He is concerned about the welfare of his
son and of hils congregation, but isn't at all concerned
about himgelf,

39M1nntes, December 5, 1879, p. 85.
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Two, he had acted unwisely and too hastily in marrying the
couple s0 soon after the first meeting. President Schwan'a
responge to these Tlndings reveals his true greatness. ‘As
soon 28 the commlittee had read 1ts report, he arose %o make

the followlng Declaration which is included in the Hinutes
with his signature.

Permdt me %o begln with the declaration that I for my-
self recognize and accept the committee's Judgment as
cerrect. The comnittee has convinced me - and I thank
them for 1%t - that I have erred in two things.

First, because I thought offense could be given on-
ly then when s verson either doeg something that is
inhersntly sinful, or when a peraon out of loveless-
neas or dlsregard for others does something which is
not sinful in itself. But now I see that 2 person
can alac give offense when he unwisely dees that which
he has the right to do.

Therefore I have erred and done wrong secondly be-
cause I married ny son, which was within my rights,
married him in unwige haste. I should have taken more
pains to first convince the congregation of the ap-
provriateness of my proposed move,

In this way I myself have been responsible for it
that so many were offended. And for this I am heartily
SOXIrY. : 10
H.C. Schwan

The foregoing account of Paul Schwan's "in-law" troubiea
gives us an insight into the character of H.C. Schwan. Ve
note again the thorough, meticulous character of hls work,
This is especially apparent in his rsport on January 6 after
he had performed the wedding. His was a loglcal mind. COne
has no difficulty whatsoever in following his thought. I%

proceeds naturally from one step to the next, Hls languege

%01pi4., pp. 97-98.
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is slmple and lucld, yet not vulgar. This is not so no-
ticeable here as it 1s Ain hls germons and addresses.

20 far as hla personality 1s concerned, we are parti-
cularly impressed with his humility and readiness to learn.
Ag vpresldent of the Missourl Synod there was great tempta-
tion to think, "I know it all. You can't tell me anything,®
Schwan knew how to say some of the most difficult words in
the English language: I'm sorry; I was wrong; I made a
misteke, Also nobeworthy is his patience and aelr'contrbl.
He walted five months for Hempy %o ses the light. During
that time he stocd by and watched his son swallow insult
upen insult, a difficult thing for any parent to do. With
orlental vatlence he trled to instruct hlis opponents. Al-
though he had thirty years of pastoral experience, was un-
iversity trained, had served as vice-president of hls dis-
trict for three years, vice-president of Synod for thres
years, president of his district for eighteen years, vice-
president of the Synodical Conference for one year, and was
president of the Mlgsourli Synod at the time, - yet he was
tolersnt and patient, With such a record, many men would
be tempted to say, "Who are you to dispute my word?" There

is no trace of this in any of his words or actlons. Personal

eriticiam made little or no lmpression on him. He was con=
cerned about the welfare of his people and of his family,
not his own,

¥e return now to a brief account of H.C. Schwan's
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three remalning sons who eventually all became lawyers. - Al-
though we cannot be absolutely sure, we assume that Ernst
dchwan was the second oldest of the Tour sons. From the
dinuteg of Zlon we know that he was established as a lawyer
already during 1878,*l that he was married end held voting
menberghlip ln Zion as early as January 21, 1878.le Immenuel
wag born September 16, 1856,&3 and George on March 27, 1860. "
Since Paul wag born in 1851, and Ernst was already established
as o lawyer in 1878, it would gseem that he must have been ap-
proxinately twenty~four years old by that time. Assuming
this figure %o be correct, we arrive at 1854 as the year of
Ernagt's birth.

Ernst attended one of the preparatory schools of his
Church, probably Fort Wayne since hils brothers did thelr
worlk there. For some reason, however, he did not finish
his theclogical studies, but swliched %o law lnatead. &s
lewyer, he later on expressed iilgs appreciation Tor the
tuition-Cree education which he hed received at Fort Wayns.
He did this in a very tangible wsy by handling a long and

involved dlspute concerning a moritgage on one of lHlssouri

glﬁinutes, December 30, 1878, p. 24,
nzﬁinuteg, January 21, 1878, and December 5, 1879, p. 86,

#3Recorda‘of the Dean's Office in Concordia Theologli-
cal Seminary, St. Louis, Missourl.

Mirpaa,
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Synod's properties in Springfield, Illinois.?5 Some six
yéars later, Ernst agaln rendered valuable service %o his
Church by lending legal coungel as a member of Synod's Gen-
éral School Committes. Thils commlittee hadi been appointed
to repregsent Synod in the Tight ageinst bills proposed in
the legislatures of Illinols and several other states. Had
these bllls been passed, they would have disbanded Synod'ls
comprehenslive system of parish a«cﬂfu:mla.“'6

The name and spelling of Schwan's third son 1s some-
what doubtful, but in all probablllity it was Immanuel. Ac=-
cording te L. Fuerbringer, two of Schwan's sons entered the
mindstry, one of them in Wlsconsin.47 We know that Paul Qas
one of these two sons., From the records of the Dean's Of-
Tice of Concordia Theological Seminary, we know that only
two persons by the name of Schwan were graduated from that
achool before 1900, One of these is Paul Schwan, graduated
in 1873. The other 1s Charleg Schwan, born September 16,
1856, at Cleveland, prepared at Fort Wayne, entered Con-
cordia Seminary in 1876 and graduated in 1879. Since this

“Charles Schwan' was born at Cleveland, he must be "the

453ymodal Bericht der deutschen sv.-luth. Syncde von
Hissourl, Ohio u.8. Staaten (Bt. Louls: Druckerel des Con-
cordia-Verlags, 188k), ». 40.

uélﬁég-; 1890, ». 86.

4754. Fuerbringer, 80 Cventful Ysarg {3t. Louls: Con=-
cordia Publishing House, 1944), p. 250.
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other son who entered the ministry in Wigconsin.® This is
also what we find in the Kalendar fuer deutsche Lutheraner.
The 1880 issue of the Kalendar lists "C. Schwan” as
%8 But the
Kelendar of 1881 gives the addresa of YC.J. Schwan, care of

pestor at Pocatonls, Winnebago County, Illinols.

Rev, P.H. Dicke, Shawano, Shawano County, Hisconsin.“yg In
1882 the Kalender gives hls address as "Pella, Shawano
County, Yiaconsin. 50 He vemains at this congregation, ac-
eording to the Kalendaw, until 1891. 1In 1892 he is not
listed a2s nastor any more.

In agreement with this evidence is the record of Der
Lutheraner. The September 15, 1880 igsue records his in-
gtallation on the fourteenth Sunday after Trinlty as as-
glstant pastor at 3¢t. Paul's Church, Town Washington,
Shawvano . County, Wisconain.’t In the February 15, 1881
issue of this same publication, "C,.J. Schwan" is ligted as
having been installed “as pastor of his new congregation at
Pella, Shawano County, Wisconsin, on the third Sunday after
Trinity. 9% Although the name is still a puzzle, the

48ka1endar fger»gggggggg'Luthgﬁgger, 1880 (sSt. Louis:
Lutherischer Goncordla-Verlag), p. 41.

¥1pia., 1881, p. 41.

501pia., 1882, p. 43.

5%g§£ Lutheraner, XXXVI (September 15, 1880), 143.
521114, , XRAXVII (February 15, 1881), 31.



52

foregoing does agree with Prof. Fuerbringer's note that this
second son of Schwan "entered the miniagtry in Wisconsin,
but later resigned from the ministry."53 (Itallcs are ours).

The HMinutes of Zion Congregation in Cleveland mention
Emanuel Schwan and Eprnat Schwan" aas witnesses in. the case
of Paul Schwan's engagement and marrlage.sl” Since we know
that Ernast was Paul's brother, we may assume that the sams
is true of "Emanuel.® The Synodal Bericht of 1890 lists
¥5.C. Schwan" as a member of the General School conimittee,Ss
and the Sghulblatt of that same year does the same, but with

this significant addition: "E.C. Schwan {lawyar).“56 The
reader will recall that Prof. Fuerbringer gays that with
the exception of Paul, all of Schwan's sons eventually be-
came lawyers. The "E." in the lasgt two references, there-
fore, no doubt ig the initial of Emanuel, and the "C." is
the initlial for the "Charles" in th;e,files of the Deants
Office and in the records of the Kalendaxn,

There remalna one unsolved problem. ¥hat about the
initial “J." in the records of the Kalendar and Der Luth-
eraner? A eolution suggests itself in this consideration.

53F‘uerbr1nger., 80 Ewventful E'arg , P. 250.
5Myiinutes, December 5, 1879, p. 86.

554ynodal, Bericht, 1890, . 86.

562.1&.?!. Krausz, "Dle Delegatensynode vom Jahrs 1890
und das Schulwesen der lissouri-Synode,” Evangelisch-Luth-
erisches Sohulblatt, XXV (iugust, 1890, 227.
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The Kalendar of 1881 and 1882 still appeared in German
tyve, whereas all the following i1ssues use Roman letters.
The German letter "J' is identical with the letter "IY
when printed. Therefore, a statisticlan who was not per-
senally acquainted with Immanuel Schwen would easily read
#J* instead of “I,*

Three slmple consideratlions enable us to relate all
the above references to the same maﬂ. 1) It is a common
German ocustom to use the second given name instead of the
firat one. 2) The German letter *J" when printed is identi-
cal with the letter "I." 3) The name "Immanuel" is fre-
gquently spelled "Emanuel.*

Apparently, then, Schwan's third son was known to his
friends by his second given name -~ Emanuel or Immanuel.
Officlally he seems to have been known as Charles Immenuel
Schwan. Hovever we ca 11 him, we should record the fact
that Schwan's third son became a well known corporaftion
lawyer in New York after he resigned from the ministry.57

Schwan's youngest son, George, was born on March 27,
1860, at Cleveland. Like his three brothers before hin,
he also began his study of theoclogy at Fort Vayne, Indlana.
"In 1879 he enrolled at Concordia Seminary in St. Louls, but
did not graduate,53 Dr. Theo, Buenger includes the following

57Fuerbr1nger, 80 Eventful Yearg, p. 250.

SBFiles of the Dean's 0ffice, Concordia Seminary, St.
Loule, M¥issouri.
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in his reminlscencest
This chronlcle would not be complete without mention-
ing a few of those who dld not continue theilr theo-
logleal studles untll graduatlon, but were members of
the original clasa in Fort Yayne....President Schwan'sg
son, George Schwan, who studied law and in later life
was appolnted Judge of the 8uperior Court of Horthern
Ohloc by President leKinly.d
Prof. L. Fuerbringer corroborates this with the statement
that "the younger one, George,...studied theology for one
year in St. Loulg, but decided to become a lawysr. He also
became qulte prominent, held the positlon of prosesuting
attorney or city attorney in Cleveland and later was elected
judge."éo There 1a some indication that George got off to
& rather sghaky start in 1ife, but as the above quotations
indicate, there l1s little doubt that he overcame whatever

veaknesses of character may have troubled him in early 1ife.
Family Life

It would seem fitting at this point to reconatruct, as
well ag possible, the family life of H.C, Schwan, and also
to include a brief study of his person. Ve quote agaln
frow Dr. Edmund Seuel who draws from his still active mind
the colors which paint the scene of the Schwan home,

Schwan himgelf was a devoted famlly man -of the.
patriarchal type, keeping the famlly together and

521heo. Buenger, "1882-1942," Con a Higtoricel In-
stitute Quarterly, XV (January, 1943}, E1!:|-.%. i

6°Fuerbringer, 80 Eventful Years, D. 250.
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maintaining hle influence over hie children even when
they were fully grown. He wag still thelr Dad, This

probably was the result of hig broadmindedness and

liberal attltude over against some things which many
cf our fathers consgldered doubtful or even outright
sinful. He frequently attended the opera, something

- which Dr. valther atrictly forbade. Another such ex—

ample i1s the skating of boys and girls together. This
wes congldered one of the nost sinful forms of enter-
talnment by many Lutherans of that day, but Schwan
ralged no objections when his asons went skating with
thelr girl friends. His liberal notions did not, how-
ever, extend into the relliglous field. The devotional
life in the Schwan family was absolute, They never
missed it. Regularly the head of the family would
read from the Blble and conclude the devotion with the
singing of hymns and with prsyers. - :

Hig Perason and Personality

-

Dr. Seuel degscribes Schwan's person as "a pudgy five-

foot-seven," which accounts for Schwan's own statement that

the pulplt in the church of his first charge in Black

Jack, ilgsourl "was so high that I could Jjust barely look

over the top of 1%, and had to stand in front of it if I

6

wished to sse and be seen, " ™ Agaln we call on Dr. Seuel

Tor a thumb-nall sketech of Schwan'g person.

Schwan enjoyed excentionally good health, but not
without reason either, He was very methodic in the
care of hils health, observing strict regularity in
eating, and always practicing moderatlon in exerclse.
Yhenever his work piled up and he felt that he was be-
ginning to tax his strength, he simply refused to do
any more. He limited hls work. He followed a rigor-
ous health program which he undoubtedly learned from
one Jahan, a German athlete who was a filrm bellever
in the old Latin proverb "Mens Sana in sano corpore."

Der

61H.G. Schwan, “Erinnerungen eines alten Buschpastors,®

Luth , LIII (February 23, 1897), 30.
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This health program pald rich dividends, for Schwan
became elghty-six years old, and during these many
years he never was seriously 111, He also learned
that secret which so many of our pastors have falled
to learn, namnely, how to relaz. He regularly attended
the opera wlth his wife who was a lover of musie,
Though he always was healthy, he did have one weak-
ness. Jesplte the fact that he was an eleoquent preach-
er and served so many years asg president of Synod, he
suffered from nervous tension every time he appeared
in the pulpit or in public as a spseker. Often he act-
nelly became ill with sick headaches and upset stomach.
Henry enjoyed his beer and liked %o smoke a corn-
cob pipe, but he never went to excess. . Modoration'was
* hig watchword,
Sandy halred, blue-eyea well triomed full beard,
& good dresser, but always within his means, he wes a
personallity that attracted peonle to him,



CHAPTER IV
PASTORATE IN BLACK JACK
The Towm

I% was to Black Jack, Hissouri that Schwan brought his
South American bride in 1850, &. Thomas Scharf, in his Hig-
Bory of Saint Louls Oity and County, locates Black Jack .
three miles east of Florissant in 8%. Louis County, a good
farning reglon. He descrlibes it as "a hamlet containing
two stores and two mechanlesg' ghops.' It also boasted a
post office, and took 1%a name from the species of oak,
known in common parlance as "black Jack," which grows there .
in a‘uundﬂ.noe.l This was in 1883. It is quite prohable,
therefore, that when the Schwan'sg arrived in 1850, the ham-
let was even smaller, ox perhaps did not even exist yet,

During the fifties of the preceding century, the Syn-
odal Berichte of the Mlssourd Synod (at that time known as
The Bv. Luth. Synod of Migsouri, Chio and Other States),

refer to this little village as I-Ieu-Bielefelc‘l.z Yoday,

1 f o ‘
J. Thomas Scharf, Higtory of Saint Louls and
County (Philadelphiai Louls H. Everts & Co., 188!;"5@' ,"‘ II, 1897.
Archives of Concordla Historical Institute, 8%t. Louls, Missouri.

2 s

Synodal) Bericht der deutschen ev.-luth. Synods ¥on
Misgouprl ete. (St. Louls: Druckerel der Synode von lMissourl
ete., 1850), p. 122. ‘Herr Pastor Bohwan, berufen von der
Gemeinde ru Neu-Bielefeld, St. Louls County, Missouri...."
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however, it Ls llisted ag Black Jack also in Missourl Synod's

records.3
History of the Congregation

The ILutherans at Black Jack had been served by the Rev.
Carl Heinrlch Gottlieb Schllepsiek during 1849,% and auring
the vacaney following hle acceptance of another call, by the
Rev. J.AF. V. Mueller, pagtor in Central Township, St.
Louls County.5

It was an unpretentious group of about ten famllies
that made up HSslenm Congregatlion. They halled from various
parts of Germany: Hanover, Brunswick, and Prussia - all of
them Low (Germans, and very poor people.. Each family rented
a Tew acres of land and brought their produce to the market
a5 goon as 1% was harvested. Their need for money was so
desperate that every egg was eold as soon as it was laild,
"while 1% was practically warm yet.! Only one of the mem—
bhers owned his farm, Consequently he was the "rich man"
and leadexr of the group. Their church - they dld have one -
"wag 2 miserably suall log-house,' and the pews were nade

of unfinished boards.6

3The mm edited by 0.A. Dorm (St. Louls:
Concordia Publishing Housé, 1950), p. 210, column 2,

Ysynodsl Bericht, 1849, p. 78,
51—1)&'3 D. 71.

6H ¢. Schwan, Erinnerungen...," Der Lutheraner, LIIX
(February 23, 1897), 30.
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Arrival, Call, and Installation

Schwan gsays that he had juast arrived in this country
as a young man when this small congregation in the back-
woods invited him %o preach a guest sermon.: When he got
there, he found the pulplit so high that he could just barely
look over the top of 1t, and had to stand in front ol 1%,
1f ho wished to ses ond be seen. Another aifficulty he en-
countered wag the large varlely of hymnals. Since. the par-
ighloners came fyrom varlous clty atatea of Germany, each
family had its own pecullar hymnal. -"One text had the same
hyan for the corresneonding number of  another. text, but had
a different melody and perhaps also & variation in the word-
ing of the lyrics. One text night have four stanzas whille
another had five or siz. All of which made for hodge-podge
ginging, and dldn't particularly add to the young preach-
er's composure.

Then came the sermon. I% was long, for young Schwan
was zealoud, end would have liked to tell the people every-
thing he knew, In an aside he remarks that he improved
somewhat in this respect later on, but that he never did
advance far enough to conform to the modern practice of
preaching only fifteen minutas.7 -

In the courss of the sermon, Schwan noticed that

?ng. clt.

=g
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sonething waas dlstracting the sttentlon of the peopls,
but since he couldn't determine the cause, he pretended not
to have notlced anything. After the service was over, a
heated discusslon lumediately followed. Upon his inquiry
as %o the sublect of debate, he was told that someone had
been ralsing a muckus at the door of the chureh. The of-
fondera were "the half-wllt sons of the Evangelicals® who.
lived in the surrounding territory. These boys had made
the 1life of the former pastor, a very patient man,. quite
mlserable by rattling the windows, pounding on the doors,
and growling dog-fashion while the services were in progress.
These Reformed Bvangelicals simply dldn't went a Lutheran |
pastor sround, and therefore they were now golng To glve
young Schwan the works too,

The boys were stlll standing around, sullen and defiant.
Thelyr ages ranged from fifteen to twenty years. Schwan ap-
proached them, and ss he did go, they began to beat & hasty
retreet. By means of kind words he induced ther to atop
and talk the situation over. Hls loving and evangelical
approach won thelr hearts and their confidence lmmedlately
and completely. PFinally he sald,

Now my dear friends, listen: I probebly will be-

come pastor here. Bub under no circumstances will I

gtand for any more dlsturbance of our: services, The

firet one who tries it will find himself in the "jug"
the next morning, Tell that to the rest of yowr gang.

I know you'll never do this again. Now if I do move

out here, come over and look me up. You'll find that

I can tell you a lot of interesting tales. Ve're going
to be very clese friends yet. ©So long now,
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The boys never caused any trouble again, and many of them
even attended Schwan's services regularly. The moral of
this story, concludes Pastor Schwan in his reminiscence, is
this: "A spoonful of honey will attract many more flles
than a cupful of vinegar. Nor is that inconsistant with the
dignity of your office as pastor, But one must also use
somg of that honey you read about in Psalm 119:103, and
Pealm 19:10, 48

Apparently the people were well pleased with the young
pastor's trial sermon, for they called him as their-pastor.g
The installation took place on Beptember 15, 1850, with the
Rev. C.F.¥. Walther, president of the Hissouri BSynod, of-
ficlating., Agslsting him were Pastors Wyneken {Schwan's
uncle, then stationed in St. Louis) and Mueller, who was

gerving the 1little parish as vacancy pastor at the time, 10
Reminiscences

A study of Schwan's pastorates 1s a good course in
pastoral theology. His second Erinnerung very effectively

shows that he was not too proud to learn from his members,

Sgggp cit. Psalm 119:103 reads: "How sweet are thy
words unto my taste! Yea sweeter than honey to my mouthi"
Psalm 19310 reads: "The judgments of the Lord are,..more to
be desired than gzold, yea, than much fine gold; sweeter al-
80 than honey and the honeyocomb, "

9Ibia., LIII (Merch 9, 1897), 38.
Osvnoany Bericht, 1850, p. 122,
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and that he knew how to utilize the talents of his parish-
ioners.
Schwan'a musical sensell was Jarred by the sing-song
monotone of the people's singing. So he told one of his
elders, the above mentioned “rich man," about this matter.

The latter also had a fine esthetic sense and likewise

Ll gchwants delight in the rich heritage of Lutheran
hymns and chorales and their Jjoyful melodles is eloquently
g;prgssed in the followlng gxcerpt from & report he read to

e Central Digtrict in 1856. Synodal Bericht des mit
Distrikts, 18356, pp. 11-21. "An even smaller ﬁ%ﬁ%ar sings
aplritual hymns in connection with thelr famlly devotions.
This la even more sad than it would appear at first glance.
God has gilven our Lutheran Church such a rich heritage of
hymna that no other organization can even hold a candle to
it., By no means did our forbears confine this heritage to
the hymnal. Buf sweetly and powerfully they let 1t resound
in ehurches, schools, and homes, at work and at play, in
gorrow and Joy, for indoctrination and strength in tempta-
tion; %o the praise of God, to the Joy and delight of the
angels; everywhere and under all conditions and for all pur-
poses they sang these hymns from memory. And now the Church
which was formerly known as the "singing Church" has become
dumb, at least in its family devotiona! Surely thers can
no longer be much real Lutheranism where there ls no sing-
ing, where the powerful Lutheran folksongs are no longer
loved, where the diluted and artificlal psalms and arilas of
the native English sects are preferred.

"1If we had nothing better than the meaningless and
confortless modern hymns, if we knew no other melodles than
these new nmelodies which are so painfully alilke and so con-
gsistently narcotic, snd which unfortunately came lnto vogue
as the living faith dled out, then we could be excused.

For who likes to sing thoge songs? Whoever knows what a
spiritual folkscng is can never find pleasure in such mel-
odles. But since the great God of grace has again awakened
a new 1life in the Lutheran people, now that we once again
possess the beautiful old hymns in their pristine purity
and also have the old living meledies, the so called
rhythmic melodies, now that these have again come into use
and are being used more and more, it is an ominous sign
that we no longer sing in our homes.”
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deplored their dragging and mournful singing, Pastor Schwan
told his elder that on the next Sunday he would propose to
the congregation that they introduce the Hisgouri Synod
hyﬁmal. But the elder told him "to keep his fingers out
of the matter,® that he himself knew of a much better way: to
get the Jjob done. Because the rest of the congregation re-
spected the elder and looked up to him, Schwan said, "om
1f you do a good Job of 1%, you slone shall have the honor
and glory. But if you bungle 1%, you'll really get to hear
about it, firat of all from me, and that in publici® “Goli
right aheadl! was the elder's anawer.

S0 the elder got busy. He bought quite a2 number of
’ché Hlssouri Synod hymnals at his own expense, and pg.-sssd
them out to the people before services the next Sunday
morning. The parighioners were a bit 'p\_lzzled,. but he hustled
them into the chureh saylng, "The pastor's been walting a
long . time already.® Vhen they were all seated, Pastor Schwan
sald, “Well, I see that you all have the same book. That'a
fine. Ve might as well find out how well we can sing from
them, don't you think? All right then, we'll sing number
-, " The ginging was much improved, and the people also
were well pleased. The hymnal was in! Schwan openly pralsed
the elder -- but not till three nmonths had passed and there
was nothing more to fear. For says he,

Had I done so immediately, or had I given them ever

so many learned lectures beforehand, or had I told
them that their old hymnals had terribly degraded rather
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than improved the beautiful old hymng -- I gsy, all of

this would have done me absolutely no good atvihat

time. For each one would have defenied his own book
and they would have voted down my proposal. And who
knows if we would ever have come to an agreement later
on. The lilasouri hymnal might nevor have been intro-
duced., ' '

S0 then in this case my elder had been wisger than
11ttle me. 4And 1t's a good thing for a young pastor
to learn this lesson early in 1life. Yes, a man may
be ever so simple, but in cases such as this, he uay
be wise as a serpenti That, we might say, is the
morel of this story. -

In additlion to his pastoral dutles in Black Jdack, Pas-
tor Schwan also conducted a parochlal school. His pupils
rainged from six-year-old beginners to seventeen-year-old
adolescents. As we have previougly noted, Schwan loved
good music, The Lutheran chorales were especlally dear to
hlm, And so after the preblem of the hymnals had been
solved, he proceeded also to improve the melodies which
were 8till "go-so." He used the children to teach their
parents in thils matter. Every day, after the claszes in
catechism, Bible Hlstory and reading were over, he taught
them how to sing - lustily! Thls, he says, was wmore lm-
portant than anything else. They had to learn %o sing
rhythnieally too, and "how quickly and eagerly they lsarned
to do this!" Some time later one of the fathers sald %o
hims:

It makes me very happy that our children are learn-
ing to sing so lustily. They sing almost the whole day

1zschwan, IEpinnerungen. .., " Der Lutheraner, LIII
(Haren 9, 1897), ». 38.
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long. While they're herding the cattle or the geese,
it's always: "Pralse to the Lord the Almighty,® or
"Now aing we, now rejoice...” They!'ve never done that
before. How come?

By this time qulte a number of other men had gathered around.
The pastor‘replied;

That doesn't surprise me at all. The melodies
which we sing here in church can't be sung while herd-
ing catile and geese, at least not 1f you want to get
any pleasure out of it, They're so slow and drawn out,
they put you to sleep. And those who don't go to
sleep have to squeak around on every note several times
before they can go on to the next one. This squeaking
around is also the reason why you older folks always
get all tangled up in church, and finally become coin-
pletely upset. If you wanted to sing as your children
do, the singing would soon be different.

"But Pabtor,“ gountered the father, "such new melodles
aren't sultable for the church. Thera everything must be
ceremonlous. And even Af we wanted to, we gcan't sing that
way."? Pastor Schwan came bagk with his punch line:

Hew fangled? XYou are mistaken, Already in Luther's
day, and for a long time after that, the people sang
that way in church, I can prove that from my old musiec
books., And 1f you only want %o, you older folks can
sing Jjust as well as your children do. Listen: If I

prove to you that you actually can, will you then also
sing as your children do? : '

#ith one accord they all agreed that they would, and
the pastor promisgsed that they would do Jjust that on the very
next Sunday. During the following week he drilled several
melodies into the children so that nothing could throw them
off. But he was careful not %o ghoose any tunes that in
any vay resembled the old, slow melodles. “Had I done that,”
he comments, "the old folks would soon have gotten back into

their old rut, and the cause mlght have been lost forsver."



66
Tharefore'he chose melodies that were completely strange
to the people, hut melodles which had a natural, self-
evident and irresistible rhythm,

in church the next Sunday, he instructed the people
to let the children sing the first three stanzas of each
hymn., Then those, but only those who hed caught the melody,
might Jjoin in the fourth stunza. The people obeyed, and
everyons Jjoined in at the fourth stanza, singing at% the top
of his voice, That's how tﬁe new melodles were lntroduced,
and before long, ﬁhey were being sung not only in the church
but aleo in the homes. The moral - "it's a matter of using
the right approach!" (ilan musz die Seche belm rechten Ende
fassen). And this: do not uge arguments which the people
4o not yet understend.’’

Brevity 1s the soul of wit, says the sage. In gonme
instances 1% is not only the soul of wit but also the sscret
of succesé and practlcality. Pastor Schwan's congregation
in Black Jack had no real constitution until after he had
been there for some time. He was in no hurry about writing
one, and his members were even less so., Bul fellow pastors
kept asking, "“Have you no constitution yet?" For soue
months Schwan replied, "No, not yet." Then one day he was
able to say ‘yes." WWell, let's see it,ﬂ sald the other
clerics., Sohwan didn‘t have it with hin, but offered to

131pid., LIIT (March 23, 1897), 49.
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reclte it from memory. They were very much surprised, say-

ing,

with

10hhhh! How dees it read?® He answered:

Tltle: Constitutlon and by-laws of the German Lv-
angellioal-Lutheran Congregation at X...Paragraph one:
In cur congregation all divine and spiritusl natters
are to bes done in accordance with Scripture and
Luther's doctrine (Concordis of 1580). Paragraph two:
But all other matters are to be done in accordance

with love. Period. :

After thue reciting the constitution, Schwan continued
thie comment:

There were pop-eyes all the way arocund, but -- they -
let it pass. And how often I have rsjoiced that I
zot along with 1t so well, I ghould aagy that it was .
not at all the great wisdom of 1ittle wme that had dis-
covered this. HNo, I thank dear o0ld Dr. Luther for
that., He often complained about the great trouble
that these terrible, man-made lews bring on. And next
%o him I thank our sainted Dr. Walther, who likewlse
frequently and earnestly warned agains%-premature and
excessively long congregational constitutlons.

And truly, how much trouble and worry we have al=
ready had as a result of those cumbersome (langstieligen)
by-lawsg! How much gimpler 1t ig for the pestor who
can go strailght to the dear Holy Scoriptures and need
not first take recourse to the constitution every time
the voters meet. But, of course -- Nota beng -- he
mugt slso be able to lay hls hands on the right passage,
one that will c¢linch the matter, —— And thls last state-
ment 1is really the moral of this story. CQutslde of
that I make no claims for a patent on my cigatltutlon.
They nsed not all be se ghort as mine was,

Time came when the congregation wanted the pastor to

administer Holy Communion. He wanted to breek them in right,

and go he requegted that everyone previously anncunce his

intention to commune. All but one Mr. K. agreed willingly.

This

particular individusl was a 1little wiseacre. His

1§l§%§r, LIIT (4pril 6, 1897), 57.



e

68
father and grandfather had never done that, and he wasn't
going %o do 1% elther! OSchwan's method of dealing with this
case ls 1lndlcative of hls characler. It points up some of
the characterigtlcs that made hias ministry 5o suceessful:?
a deep insight into human nature and thinking, resourceful-
negs, lova and patience, gentleness and firmess. He knew
when to apply Law and when Gospel.

Schwan's Tirst step was to arrange for an open dls~
cusaion of the questlon before the enilre congregation.
Al%er goma introductory remarks, he asked Hy. K. to imagine
that he was the pastor, that he had completed the conse-
cravion ceremony, and was now ready to distribute the Lord's
Supner. Then he continued, "One of the first gtzes:t:s to ap-
proach the altex is *Vhiskey Mueller.' You saw hiam last
night, Sthoroughly inebrlated, beating hls wife and children,
cursing and swearing, leaving a litter of aestrﬁétion in
his weke. How here he 18 a% the communion rall - still
vigibly poliluted. Do you have a vivid plcture of the sii-
nabtlon?¥

"¥es, " replied Hr. K.

"iow %ell me honestly, would you glve the body and blood
of Christ to such a man??

"o, Pagtor. God forbidl"

“and why not?®.’

"Yhy, he would be taking 1t to hig damnation.®

"But that is nons of your 'woirry. He must know that
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himgelf. You sald that you don't need a mouthpiece.?

¥os, that's so," admitted Mr. K. "Bui I still
wouldn't give 1t to him. The swine! Not on your 1life I
won't give it to himit

"ulte right, my friend," answered Schwen. "But yvha®
are you gelng o do with him? Tell him before the whele
congregation 0o 'way! BShame on you! You don't get the
Lord's 3upper?! That's what you would have to do. Bub
think of the furor and scandal that would create in the
congregation, All the devotional atmosphere.would Le gone,®
- lr. X, scratched his head. - "Now Al he had announced
himgelf DLeforehand, " continued Schwan, "you eould have
admonished and rebuked him properly in private. That way
you would heve avolded all the disburdance in the service,"

"Woulre trying to trap me," whined ¥r. K,

"Yea., And I already have you trapped. You won't gst
awey Trom me either. Now adult that it's better thet the
vastor knows beforehand who'a going to take communion.
¥ou'll announce now too, won't you?" '

"Ho. UHo! I won't do it! T etill won't do it!”

Then Schwan applied the law. “That's r»ight, ny dear
fellow. That's the way s numbskull must sct if he insists
on always having his own way. When all Christlans and even
God Himself saye, 'Do thisg!' you just stick to your stubborn
'I won't go it! I won't do 1t!' You'll end uwp in the right
place all pight,® |
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Schwan then proposed, as the only solution, that he
himsgelf go out to Mr. K. every time they celebrated Holy
Communlon, in order to find out Af Mr., K. intended to com-
mune. That was too much for the old fellow since he lived
at a greater digtance from the church than any other member.,

In hls Reminlsgences, Schwan follows this story up
with the account of a neighboring young pastor who preached
a2 long sermon about the necessity of announcing for com-
munion and baring the heart to him because as pastor he
would have to give an account to God. The congregation
didn't l1like 1% one bit. One o0ld member, who had been well
inatructed in another congregation during hls youth, did
announce and intended to ask the others to do the same,
even though he hadn't l1iked the manner in which the pastor
had handled the situation, Buft when he came %o announce
and make confesslon of his sin, the pastor, having heard
that this man was devout and pious, Just wrote down his
name, and then talked about various trivialities. Thls so
deeply offended the man that he asked others not to announce.
And it took at least five years before communion announce-
menta were flnally introduced.

The moral: it is better to exercige Seelsorge with-
out the people being aware of it, than to announce it
with the blare of bugles and the beating of drums, ea-

peclally when the people won't understand it. And
this: It isn't necessary to throw sticks and stones
into the water in order to get fish into your net.
Announcement for Communion is an especially delleate
subject. One easlly makes the mistake of going through
the 1ist of communicants and declding to say this %o
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one person and that to another. But when they come

to announcs, you just can't say it. On the other hand,
when you occaslonally Jjust have no time for that, then
you have no trouble thinking of and saying Jjust the
right thing. It% all comes very esasily. Therefore:

We should pray for a truly pastoral mind, and leiga
‘the rest to Him who knows and guides our hearts.

Despite thelr primitive living conditions in Black
Jack, the Schwan's were happy. For quite some time they
had no home of thelr own at all, but shared the living
quarters of the "rich man" vhom we have met on several oe-
casions already. This ruggedly plous elder turned over to
the Schwan's the front half - which was the better half -
of his log house. It was only a single room. Here the
Shepherd and Shepherdess made thelr parlor, living room,
study, bedroom, kitchen, ate.16 Emma Wyneken adds this bit
of description %o the picture.

When Dr. Schwan brought his bride to the United
Statea, they were at first stationed in the backwoods
near 8t. Louis, in a shack, which was qulte a hardshlp
for the cultured lirs., Schwan, which however, she bore
very graclously....

During the cold winter Hrs. Schwan sometimes sat
without fire, wearing Dr. Schwan's fur coat, so that
she could enjoy and admire the manifold fern formations
on the frosted windows, which were novel to her.l1?7

At the age of seventy-eight years Dr. Sclwan could re-

minisce *...we were gsatisfled.here as we practically never

151pd., LIII (April 20, 1897), 63-6k.
161p1d. (May &, 1897), pp. 72-73.
17 Emma Wyneken, "Memoirs of the VWyneken Household, "

ng_mw,wl gtitute Quarterly, XIV (January,
1942), 101.
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were later on, "18

Under the condltions which prevalled at Black Jdek,
it was quite natural that nothing had been sald about salary
in Schwan's call, but they never suffered want. Thajelder, |
with whom the pastor and hls wife boarded, very much dls-
liked for anyone te bring food to his boarders. But one day,
without anyone having asked him to and without the pastor!s
knowledge, he hltched up his team and wagon, and as he drove
from house to house in the settlement, he said, "Here peeple._
toas in o ham, ssusage, potatoes, cabbage or what have you.
Itt's for the pastor. Here's the money bag, too. The pastor
also needs some noney.®

Yhen he came home in the evening, he rubbed his hands
with satisfaction and sald to the Pastor, "I've brought
you gomething,” Schwan asked, "Who told you to do that?¥
BIT you had told me to do it," the elder answered with a
enile, "I ghouldn't have dcne it." Then he emptied the
money bag on the table. Schwan poéketed the coins which
were never counted nor recorded. When he and his wife went
out to the smokehouse, they were astonished to see 1t loaded
with meat, hems, sauseges, potatoes, etec. It was so full
that Mrs. Sehwan hardly noticed it when the neighbor'e dog
occasionally helped himself.

1850hwan, *Erinnerungen...," Der Lutheraner, LIII_(May
L, 1897), 72. ;
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But even that wasn't good enough for these good people.
One day they cane to ask what kind of a house the pasfor
would like to have, brick or frame. Sald the‘pastor, “Huh!
You just guess again. You all have log housesa., Where,
pray, will you get brick or frame?¥ They answered that that
wag none of hla concern. "All right," he answered, "then
build me a log houvse." So they went right to work. And
thereby hangs ancther tale. :

When the log-raising had been finlshed and Schwan was
slttlng in front of his landlord's home one fine evenlng,
a nunber of Evangelicals appeared with clubs in hand. The
landlord wanted te hide, but when Schwan insisted on talking
tc the men, he offered to stand by him with axe handle in
hand. Schwan sent him intoc the back room and walted for
the belligereht band by himself in the front room., Despite
his bold front, when the men knocked on the front door,
Schwan's knees knocked too. But he showed no sign of it.
After he had invited them in and offered them tobacco for
thelr pipes, he started on a talking marathon. Eventually
they got him stopped though, and told him why they had come.
They said that they had nothing against him personally, and
" that if a Lutheran psstor had to be around, they would rather
have him than anyone else. But they were.determined not %o
have a Lutheran pastor around, All the paqple had been Evan-
gelicals. till now, "and thet's the way 1t's going to stay.”

They warned him not to "move into that new house at the
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church, or there'll be an accident!"

ALl atbempts teo dissuade them from their purpoaé were
in vain. 8Sc he Tinally told them %o do Thelr worst because
he was golng To move in, even sooner ncw than he had pre-
viougly planned., They left. Schwan moved, The memﬁers of
the congregation wanted to stand guard over the pastor and
his new house. They feared arson. Schwan feared too. But
he %o0ld his people to go home, for %nothing happens without
God's permliassion., Furthermore, if the eneny sees that we
are afreld, he will have all the more courage, and may do .
who knowg what!! Relucbantly they finally all went home.

The heavens got darker and darker, A sgtorm came up,

a real cloudburst. If the Tvangelicals had really planned
to burn the house, God had prevented it. The torrential
rain made everything so wet it wouldn't burn, and also
weshed out all the newly planted maize, so that if fthe
Evangelicals had really intended to play some knavish friek,
they were Torced to forget about it because they had to re-
plant their crops. "The moral," concludes Schwan, "is this:
It is good %o trust in the Lord. And even though your
faith be feeble and your knees knock, you don't have to let
everybody know about it."7

In his own 1nimitable way, Pastor Schwan recounts for

us one of his experiences at Black Jack whioh aptly

191psa., LIIT (Hay &, 1897), 72-73.
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demonstrates the power of the Word. At the same time, 1t
glves us 2 glimpse of Schwan®s ability to think on his Teet,
and also teaches the lesson - ag Schwan indicates in his
congluslon ~ that Christlans, especially Christian paators,
live by faith, not by sight. He changes the old provérb
iSeeing is believing," into "Believing is seeing.® This 1s
the story as Schwan himself tells it. :

A notvorlous old drunkard lived in the vicinity of the
church. He was one of the previously mentioned EvangelicalsQ
He hardly ever set foot on the church grounds, but he walked
the more frequently along the fence, either partially or:
wholly drunk., Here he would meet the people as they came
%o church, and say to them, “Why do you run after that
lousy nope and let him feed you all kinds of nonsense? Come
on, join me in the saloon!® .

One Sunday morning Schwan saw him coming into the
church grounds - without the usual whiskey bottle! To the
astonishment of all, he walked right into church. %There he
sat, without removing his cap, and with that well known
flushed and defiant mien. Schwan hardly knew what to think,
and therefore said nothing. One of the elders asked, "Shall
we kick him out befors he railses a rumpus?" Jchwan answered,
"No, Let him be. I'll take care of him.®

His sermon for that morning was based on the parable
of the sower and the four kinds of soil. He determined %o
make the first part of the sermon, in which he intended to
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ghow that the gseed of the divine Word doesn't make evun the
slightest visible lmpression on the stony soil of many
hearts, - h2 detormined Yo make this part as detalled and
féroeful 29 bposaible, even if it meant dropplng the other -
three narita altogether.

As soon as the people were all seated, Schwan arose,
announced the hymn, and as he did so; fixed his eyes on the
drunk, He toolk the hint and removed his cap. Ceme the
time for Schwan's sermon. He carried out his resolution.

As clearly and forcefully as possible, he showed why many

a pergon's heart is gradually hardened t1ll 1t gets to be
1like a hard-gurfaced road, so that not even the Word of God,
which 1s sharper than any two-edged sword, 1ls not able fo
make even the slightest impression on 1%t. 1In that con-
nectlon he also mentloned drinking, but without making any
spiteful alluslons. He expreassd plty over such a condltlon,
rather than revulslon. At the same time he also proclalmed
the full and free forglveness of Christ to such people.

Only occaslonally did he look at the men in question,

The man sat gquletly through the whole service, breath-
ing heavily. %hen 211 the reat had left, he remalned in
his seat with his eyes fixed on Schwan, After a few minutes
of conversation in which the man had admitted that the ser-
mon was directed at himself, Schwan sald, "Thank God that
you have come to realize your sin, But now what? Are you

going to let things etay the way they have been?" The man.
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replied earnestly, "Ho, no, Pastor. Things are going %o be
dlfferent,. I'm not golng back into the saleocn. IVll come
to church every Sunday. Do come and pay me a viglt soon,
Pastor. "
 And %o moke a long sbtory short, that's exactly what

heppened. He was the most regular attendant at the ser-

_¥ices and the nest attentive listener. He never nissed the

“Christenlehre, "20 and, says Schwan, °It was touching to
see whal pains he took to learn what he dld not yet know."
That's the way things continued for sbout siz montha,
Fe appsered ot Schwan's home one day with his clothes torn
and blcood trickling dovn his face in several places. At
Tiret the pastor thought the man had been in the saloon a-
galn and had gotten into trouble there, but that was not the
case. The man's father had threaltened elther to burn Schwan's
parsonage or to chase him out of the country., Hls son had
replied, "Father, i you do that, I'1l teke the pastor into
ny new house, and I'1l move into the old one with my wife
and children.” For that statement he was brutally beaten.
While his brother held hilm, hls father scratched hils face.

In his indignatiocn Schwan asked, "Surely you struck back 2%

20ucnriateniehre® was a type of Sundey School, often
conducted in a specisl meeting of the entire congregation
on Sundey afterncen, Under the pastor's guldance, they
gtudied the doctrines of the Lutheran Church on the basls
of Dr, Hartin Luther's Small Catechism. Carl Toelke, "Luth-
erand and Luthersnism in Cleveland," The Cleveland Lutheran
Meggenger, XXXVII (May, 1948), 8.
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him?" P"Ho eir!® came the answer. "I would never lay hands
on my father, Bub it'e true, I dld give my brother a few
licks.” Schwan's closing comment is:

- He conducted himsell as & nobleman as long a8 I was
in Black Jack. But that 1s also the gnly time I was
privileged immedlately to see the result ¢f = sermon.
Perhaps 1t wouldn't even be good for us pastors always
or even Irequently to see the results of our labors,
regardless of how happy that might make us at first.
Also in this respect we are %o live, not by seeing, bub
by believing. That is the moral of this story.

Pastor bchwan relateg another story about a man addicted
to drink, a story that might well be entitled, “Into each
life a little rain must fall.® This man was the exact op-
posite of the one just spoken of., He was extrémely 80ft=
hearted and good-natured., There was something attractive
about him, something that woﬁld leéd you to believe that
at one time he had been a very.neat marn,

One would think that such a man would be more
easily changed. Thet's what I thought tco - for &
while. 5o I didn't worry about him. But peopls who
are by nature good-~hearted, are much more difficult
to straighten out, once they have given themselves
over to drink, than ere the defiant dipsomenlacs.
They no longer have any will power. Thelr conscience
is like » sieve. Nothing stays in it. Everything
is washed out, - The whole person is like a whilskey
filled sponge. They listen tearfully to the most
moving admonitiona, but these, as well ag thelr own
vowa made in the name of God, are forgotten 2 second
later,

Nothing that Schwan could do or say had any gffect on
the man, He thought very highly of hils pastor, and so

2lgehwan, "Erinnerungen...," Der Lutheraner, LIII
(May 18, 18975, 80,



79
Schwan determined that he would call him "Whiskey" Mueller
in public, as most other people did, hoping thet this shame
would bring the man around. But it did no good. Schwan
concludes his story with this remark:

+«++.N0t even the time tested cures helped him so far

as human eye could see., And that's a terrible

thought, especlally for a young beginner who wants to

reforn everyone over night. But we must learn to re-
conclle ourselves to the fact that there is Someone
who has reserved this privilege to Himself., And He --
gi%?zgemain blameless, even though some would fault

The mountalns are in travail. A mouse is born. This
classic Latin phrase charcterizes Schwan's experience with
the charge of FALSE DOCTRINE! One day hls neighbor dropped
in %o tell him that "...o0ld Father Krischan, the one who
moved in here from the old Migsouri congregation in X, that
old bighead and smartaleck (Quesenkopp un Clooksnut) who's
always criticlzing something, he sald that you are not a
true pastor, that you teach false doctrine.'

Although the informer protested, Schwan insisted that
they go out to Father Krischan immediately to get this
thing straightened out. Father Krischan was very much
chagrined when he heard about it, and sald, "Oh Pastor, I'm
really ashamed and sorry that you got to hear about this.
My neighbor shouldn't have told you that.® Schwan admltted
thet this was 80, but since the matter had been brought up,

1t should now also be settled. Father Krischan finally

227p14,, LIII (October 19, 1897), 178,
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stated hls charge of false teaching as follows. *. .. Thurs-
day before last, as I was walking by the church, you were
teaching the chlldren how to spell. And you kept saying:
b=l -~ bel. But that ien't right by a long shot. It's
gpelled b=e=l ~- bel.¥ After a few short explanstions
about the phonetic system, they parted with everyone satig—
fled.23

We might captlon Schwan's final reminiscence of Black
Jack with another Latin phrase: Ave atque vale! Hail and
Farewell!za ¥hen the congregation had improved little by
1ittle and was beginning to function smoothly, Schwan sud-
denly received a call, In presenting the call to his con-
gregation, Schwan aidn't commit himself. And they wouldn't
hear of it., They inslsted on keeping him. Another pastor
was called in to explain the sltuation to them and make
them understand. Although he was skilled in thls art, and
although they liked him personally, they refused to glve
Schwan his dismissal. So another man was sent, Prof. Ble-
wend of the faculty at Concordia Theological Seminary.25
He got the people to the point where they had to admit that

231pid., LIII (Hovember 2, 1897), 189.

2“Unleaa otherwise indlcated the followlng 1s taken
from Schwan, “Erinnerungen...," Der Lutheraner, LIII (Novem-
ber 16, 1897), 198.

25y1114am Sihler, Lebenslsuf von Dr., ¥, S {New
York: Lutherischen Verlags-Verein, 1880), I, 145.



s g

81

they really had no valid reason for wlithholding a peaceful
dlsmissal. Vhen they admitted this, Schwan said, "Friends,
I would gladly stay here. You know that well enough. But
it's just not supposed to be that way. We dare not stub-
bornly oppose God. And you will get another pastor.® This
finally convinced them, and so after a brief minlstry of
only ten months, Schwan moved on to Cleveland, Ohlo. His
successor, George Link, was installed on the tenth Sunday
after Trinity, 1851.26 '

263ynoaal Bericht, 1851, p. 207.




CHAPTER V
FIRST YEAR IN CLEVELAND
History of (Uleveland

Cleveland takes ite name from General Moses Cleaveland
who was a surveyor and land agent in the employ of the Con-
necticut Land depany. In 1896 he lald out the plans for
the town and began a permanent settlement at the trading
post which had been established at the mouth of the Cuyahoga
River just ten years before. The city was ldeally situated
for growth and industry, for 1t was the meeting place of
iron ore from the Lake Superior region and of coal and oil
from Ohlo, Pennsylvanla, and West Virginia. The following
table indicates how this faot, combined with the increase of
lanmigration from Europe, made Cleveland a metropolitan city
in & relatively short time.

Table IT

Cleveland's Population Growth

Year ~ Population

1B o 5w o & et e T
1840 L L] . Ll * L] . - L] . L 6' 0?1
1850 L] L ] . - . . - + L L L ] 17’034
1260 - L - . . L * > - - » gg'g%g
1 70 ] . ° - ) . L] . . (] . »

1BBO & . n s e s e o LODSIRE

12gg Encyclopedia Britannica (1l4th editlion, New York:

Encyclopedia Britannica, Inc., 1937), V, 809.
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In the period from 1830-1870, the Lutheran population
in America increased three times as rapidly as the general

growth of the country.2

A majority of these Lutherans were
lumigrants from Germany as Table II below indicates.
Table I1°
German Immigration to the U.S, by Decades

18211830 "+, "W WA RSEE _SENNNYEG0Y

LBIL=IBRO -, . . A BOE R TE9E26K
1841-1850 . . . . . . . . . 439,270
18511860 . . iataes (SR X0963670
1861-1870 . . . . . . . . . 818,554
1871-1880 . . . . . . . . . 781,554
1881-1890 . . . . . . . . 1,641,571

The c¢ity of Cleveland was no exception to this growth
by accretion. It too absorbed large numbers of German
Lutherans. For when Cleveland celebrated its Centennial in
1896, James H. Kennedy was able to include in his History
of the City of Cleveland the following report - a lasting
tribute to the labora of H.C. Schwan and his colleagues and
successors,

During the same afternoon, (Sunday, July 19, 1895)u
the various German Lutheran congregations of the clty

gathered in mass meeting in Music Hall, in like ob-
gervance of the opening of Cleveland's Centennial. The

2Lars P. Qualben, A Higtory of the Christian Church
(revised and enlarged edition; New York: Thomas Nelson &
Sons, 1942), p. 479.

BA.G. Merkens, "Early Lutheran Settlers and Schools 1n

Horthern Illinois," Concordie Historical Institute Quarterly,
XXI (July, 1948), 69.

4James Harrison Kennedy, A History of the City of
Cleveland (Cleveland: The Imperial Press, 1896), p. 527.
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exercises were conducted almost entirely in German.
The chair was occupled by Rev. Paul Schwan.5 The pag-
tors of nearly all the congregations were present on
the platformn, The only decoratlona were the American
flag, and in front of the stage was a banner bearing
these words: "Praise God from Yhom all Blessings Flow."
Prayers, epeeches, end songs were the means employed
by the patrlotic Germans to show that they also c¢laimed
a part in the past of Cleveland, and were ready to do
honor to the present. Addresses were delivered by Rev.
H. Weseloh, of Akron, and the Rev. John ¥Wepel, of
Zanesville.

In the evening, there were further Centennial ser-.
vices in the churches, and yet another mass meeting,
of German Protestant congregstions, in Central Armory.
Rev. P. Friedrich preslded. The exercises were opened
by a2 hymn and prayer, after which layor iicKisson was
introduced and made & brief address,...

History of Zlon

It was to this city of approximately 20,000 people,7
largely sallors and factorylworkera, that Rev. Schwan came
in August, 1851. The congregatlon which he was to serve
Tor the next thirty years dates 1ts founding from the year
1843, On April 14 of that year forty-five communicantis
severed their connections with a church called the "Schiff-

lein Christi" (Little Ship of Christ).® They started a new

5Paul is the oldest son of H.C, Schwan, For elght
years he served in Zion Congregation as asslstant to his
father. From 1880 on he wae pastor of 5t., Paul's Congre-
gation, a daughter of Zlon. ;

65.H. Kennedy, op. git., P 529.

?The Encyelonedia Britanni v, 809.

8ar) Toelke, "Look to the Past to Build Tomorrow's

Ghﬁrch," The Clevelend Lutheran Messenger, XXXVII (February,
19 8). 5- a .
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congregatlon because the "Schifflein Christi” was rationsl-
istic in 1ts doctrine anad unicnlstic in its practice. The
Rev. Davld Schuh became the first pastor of the new congre-
gatlon, but because he dld not live in Uleveland at the
time, he was unable to serve regularly. Services wers con-
ducted in the upper story of Concert Hall on Superlor Ave-
nue.” In 1844 Pastor Schuh regigned, and the Rev. August
Schmidt took over the parish January 8, 1845. The congre-
gation prospered under the care.of i1ts new pastor. By
January 20, 1848, they were able to dedicate their own
church building. This 1ittle house of worship, erected at
2 cost of about six thousand dollars, was located on the
corner of York Street (now Hamilton Avenue) and Division

Alley.10 Miss Hertha Pawll, in her novel The Story of the

.G, Polack, "Cleveland and thev§o?ﬁdlg% oigﬁg?odgﬁ
Ihe Gleveland Lutheran Messenger, XXX oril, . O
Thls ig the seme room in which a number of Ohio Synod pas-
tors conferred September 13-15, 1845, for the purpose of
wilthdrawing from the Ohlo Synod because of its doctrinal
laxity. In this same meeting they also discussed a consti-
tution for a new orgsnization and arranged for further
mestings for this purpose. These meetings were held 1in
8%, Louls, Fort Wayne and Chicago. At the Chlcago meeting
in April, 1847, this group of men, together with the Saxon
imnigrants of Perry County, Missourl, organized the Hissouri
Synod. - Zion Church of Cleveland is therefore of the utmost
significance in the history of the Hissourli Synod; for as
Dr. Polack concludes, "It may be sald without fear of suc-
cessful contradiction, that if it had not been for a meet-
ing held at Zion Church, the Missourl Synod would never
have been orgsnized when and as it was.'

10 - oen Jubilasum der Ev, Luth.
Fegstbuechlein zum jnchrigen Jubllasun
Zionagemeinde (n.o., 1893), D. H. AlS0 QAMQ:D&'&EQQ_%&
Irinity ©v. Luth. Church (Cleveland: n.p., 1932}, op. 5-0.
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Christimog Iree, zlves us this description of the little

church.
This story sterts in a church. Its name was Zion

Church; and 1lts address was York 3treet, Cleveland,
Ohlc. Neither large nor old, it had a gabled roof,
no gteeple, and a chlmey in the rear. It was so
olain that at first glance you could mistszke it for a
dwelllng; 1T you looked again, though, it was every
inch & house of God.ll

Although it was only a simple 1itfle church, it meant much

to these devout Lutherans. It was no easy task for them to

ralse a sum of six thousand dollars at that time, for they

were but poor people: bulchers, shoemskers, grocers and

clerks, mostly foreign born.l12
Schwan's Call and Arrival

Some time during the early months of 1851, Pastor
Schmildt also resigned his charge.l? The Rev. F. Steinbach,

of Liverpool, served as vacancy pastor feor the time baing.

“lHertha Pauli, The Story of the Christumas Iree (2
Park Street, Boston, Massachusetts: Houghton ¥ifflin Co.,
1944), p. 1. All the materials taken from this book have
been verified by Miss Pauli in a letter dated December 9,
1949, The letter is in the files of the author.

12;_1?.-'!'2-. ot L BRI R TR <,

13%@ were unable to determine the reason for Pastor
Schmidt's resignation. It may be that he accepted a call
to some other congregstion. But one cannot help wondering
whether perhaps there was some dissatlsfaction or disagree-
ment in the background. It seems significent that although
Pastor Schmidt was present in the preliminary meetings at
Cleveland and at Fort Wayne, he was not prgsant at the
Chicago meeting in 1847 when the Hissouri Synod was for-
mally organized.
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At the urgent requeat of the congregation, Dr. ¥. Slhler
of Fort Wayne, Indiesna, came to Cleveland shortly before
Eanster.** He advised the congrogation to call Pastor H.G,
Schwan, whom he had briefly met in Germany and who was also
the nephew of hig very close friend, the Rev., F.C.D.
Wyneken, of St, Louis. 5 Paator Schwan accepted the call,
and arrived in Cleveland in the month of August, 1851.

Pastor Schwan received no regular salary at all in his
Tlret charge at Black Jack because the members were too
poor. In Cleveland his members were by no means wealthy
elther when he arrived. His salary for 1853 was $250 nlus
f'ree housing.16 For the economic conditions of that tiume,
thls was & fairly good wage however. In 1859 hia salary
had risen to four hundred dollars,17 which wae as good as
that of most of the salarled officers of the Missouri Synod
in that year. The salary of only three of these men ex- .
ceeded that of Pagtor Schwan. Two of them received the
same amount as did Schwan, and three others received sub-

stantially less.

Worinssy Irinsty Bvenceliosl Lythersn Shurch 1852-19% (leve-
1932

land, Ohio. ReDe, s De

15%11110u Sinler, Lebenglauf von . ¥. 81 (New
York: Lutherischen Verlags-Verein, ~1880), I, 145.
16

Hinutes, Januvary 2, 1853.
1712;@., January 17, 1859.
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Table III18
Salaries of Frofessors of iMissourl Synod in 1859
Fort Vayne, Indiana (preparatory college)

Prof. Flelschmann.....%350.00

Prof. Kraemer.........5450,00

Prof, Sihler.. ... .+ 4+ 3200,00

.:"".r. i{‘.‘ntz-----o,-'o---ono rig‘lre

B%. Louls, Missouri (theological seminary)

Reetor Goenner........5300,00

Prof. Lange...s.coe...5400,00

Conrector Schick......3450.00

Prof, %alther.........$500o00

3511‘@0'501‘ SAXOT . o cvs .e --';MPOO. 00

By July, 1852, Pastor Schwan had a nice home of his

own, a little wooden structure.l’ Eighteen years later
(1870) the congregation constructed another new parsonage
for him after they had relocated the church building. The
people made a real saorifice in order to do this, The lot
alone, on which the parsonage was bullt, cost them 42,346,00,20
Since they had just bullt a new church and a new aschool two
years before, at a cost of more than forty thousand dollars.21
their %otal debt now amounted to somewhat over sixty

thousand dollars,

18.‘311106.8.; Bericht der deutschen ev.-luth. Synode von

Hlsgouri etc. (St. Louls: Druckerel der Synode ven Hissourl

etc.. 1860). Do 75'

19 = Sirieter
Johannes Strieter, Lebenslauf deg Johannes
(n.p., n.d.), p. 50, Archives of Concordia Historical In-
stitute, S$t. Louis, HMissouri,
2°Fastbu§ghlg;n..., P. 5.

21Minuta§, January 13, 1868.
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The Christmas Tree
As Paelor Schwan indlcates in his Reminiscences,
there were several tryilng incldents in hils pastoral work
in Cleveland, The first of these cams only four months
after he began his work 1n-th15 city. BStrange as 1t may
seem, 1t was in connectlon with the Christmas geason that
‘this bitter opposition and critioisﬁ arose. Thé young
pastor wished to meke this firét Christmnas with his new
parishioners a truly happy one, one which they would long
and favorably remember. So he prepared a surprise for them.
When they gathered for the Christmas Eve servlqe, they were
astonlished to see befors the altar "a tall, green tree,
glistening in the light of its candles.” The people, es-
pecially the children, were delighted. For this was the

first Christmas tree they had ever seen!??

22paull, oo. cit., p. 1 and passim. Also R.T, DuBrau,
"The Christmas Tree," Walther League Megsenger, XLII (Dec-

The question has been railsed, If the Christmas tree
waa first used in an American church by a Lutheran pastor,
then why was the name "Lutheran® omitted from the title of
Migs Paulits book? The Rev., A. HMHeyer anawefglgh%g qu;sgéon
for us on page of The Lutheran Nifness, LXIV {iarc ’
19ks). PaZtgr ;gyer, = member of the American Lutheran Pub-
licity Bureau, says:

"je merely wilsh you to know that the omisslon was not
an oversight of A.L.P.B, Our staff co-operated with the
author in dlecovering the facts of the Christimas tree, and,
incidentally, of bringing out and emphasizing the Lutheran
Church's part in this historic custonm which has become wide-
gpread throughout Amerdica. %

"je were glven the privilege of reading the manuseripd,
and the copy at that time menfioned the Lutheran Church,
also the Rev. Heinprich Christian Schwan was mentioned as a
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. ¥hen the people returned for the Christmas Day service
the next norning, however, Pastor Schwan lumediately sensed
that something was wrong. After the service he learned
what 1t was that had dlstracted his hearers. Some of the
members, after talking to fellow Clevelanaera about the new
Christmas tree, decided that it was sacrilege and lidolatry
to have such & tree in the éhurch. An argument ensued,
and in order to preserve peace, Schwan sadly took the tree
into hls own back yard.

Removing the tree from the church didn't settle the
issue, however. This incident in Zion Church was the talk
of the town, An editorial in one of the newspapers termed
the tree in Zlon Church a "nongensical, asinine, moronic
absurdity, besides belng silly."23 Although he was saddened
by thls unexpected turn of events, Pastor Schwan did not
give up or sit idly by. He began writing letters to pas-
tors and friends all over the Unlted States, asking Af they
were familiar with the custom of the Christmas tree in the
church, Many of his letters remained unanswered. Host of
the answers he did receive were discouraging. While he was

carrying on this correspondence, he also spoke to the people

Lutheran pastor who later became president of the Migsouri,
S8ynod. Ve, too, protested the omission of 'Lutheran” Eﬂd% =
were informed by Niss Paull that her publishers had insiaste
upon omitting the name 'Lutheran' because of 'business
reasona. '

23Pau11, op. cit., p. L6,
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he met in the city. Hany imnigrants were passing through
Cleveland on thelr westward trek during these years, so
that in thils way he contacted many people from all parts
of the country and of the world. In a very systematic and
nethodical way Schwan gathered and recorded his data, Ac-
cording to a Cleveland tradition, he copled a large map
showing America on the left and Europe on the right. Then
he cut tiny models of a tree from cardboard. These he
placed on the maps ss markers of all the places %o which
the Christmas tree, in his knowledge, had advanced. Vherever
possible, he alsoc noted both the date and circumstancee of
the conquest. But even this waen't enough for the method-
ical pastor. BEvery land in which the cuatom prevailéd got
a dark green tree, while others, where Christmpas trees
had been used in specific instances only, were glven a tree

of a lighter color.2"

2*12;@.. p. 31, Hiss Paull says, in a letter of Dec-

ember 9, 1949, "This whole part of my story was told me in
Glevelaﬁd as é sort of old local tradition, handed|doun by
word of mouth. I am not sure though, that it wasn't a
tradition just like that of Luther!s Christmas tree....there
are good and bad traditions - it depends on what you make
of them, ¥

Schwan prepered hls sermons with metlculous cars, His
gon Paul tocld Dr. G.V. Schick that his father used to write
out his sermons word for word. Then, when he descended
from the pulpit after delivering the sermon, he immediately
noted every word that he had altered in hls delivery. Thgi
Statement which Schwan read to his congregation in cong:ctton
with Paulls engagewment and marriage was Vvery accurate 8
detalls. His sermonsg and synodical addresses were car:—
Tully polished. In view of all thise meticulous worgii
would seem justified to give credence to this traditlon.
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One day some months later, a letter came from Wooster,
Ohio. It informed Pastor Schwan that Christmaa trees had
been known there for some years. -Schman followed up this
lead by travellng to Yooster on the rallroad which had just
been bullt. Here in Yooster he learned the story ar.August"
Imgaard. August was a German boy who had come to America
in 1847 and had introduced the Christmas tree into the home
of his brother as & surprise and gift for hls nleces and
nephews,

Joyfully Schwan returned to Cleveland with prpof that
the tree was at least being used in s home, if not in a
church., Armed with this information, he now called a meet-
ing of leaders in the community, including the reporter who
had previoualy referred to the Christmas tree as "a non-
sensical, asinine, moronic absurdity...." The meeting of
these dignitarlies took place in the pastor's study. Schwan
told them the story of August Imgaard in Wooster. In the
course of hls story he also mentioned one of the hymns
which the Imgaards had sung under their Christmas tree.
This hymn was the well known "0 Christmes Tree" (0 Tannen-
baum). After Schwan had sung the first stanza, (¥iss Paullls
conjecture) the listeners joined him in the refrain, The
catohy melody had caught thelr hearts, and the struggle %o
bring the Christmas tree into its own was over. The Christ~

mas tree was accepted, and soon "the custom spread through
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all the land."??
The following statement is typlcal of many others,
made orally or in writing, in Higsouri Synod circles and
elsewhere:
Americs saw (the Christmas treej for the first time
two or three years after its public acclaim in Paris
(1840)., I% was brought to Wooster, Ohlio, by one
Avgngt Imgaard from Germany....About elght years after
this, the Chrisitmas tree appearcd for the first time
1n a church during the Christmas season. And 1% is
of interest to us To know that 1t firsi appeared in
the church of the president of the Missourli Synod,
the Rev. H.C. Schwan, in Cleveland, Amid much op-
position he introduced this German custonm in his
church in 1851. Since its humbie beginning in a Luth-
eran church of the Migsourl Synod, the traeéhas nade
its victorious way all over our continent,?
According to this statement, and many others llke i%, Fas-
tor Schwan was the first to introduce the use of the Christ-
nas Yree in a church. From an article by Dr, W.G, Polack,
professor of Church History at Concordia Theological Semlnary,
S%. Louls, Missourl, we learn that this claim 1s partly
erroneocus, Dr. Polack's information 1s taken from Ihe Amer-
ican Gepman Review {February, 1944). One of the articles in

this issue cites evidence that points to the Rev, John

25pauli, on. cit,, op. 47-49. It should be noted that
the statemen% %ﬁéﬁggzhéan gang the Christmas hymn is only
a conjecture. Again ve quote from liss Paull's letier of
December 9, 1949, #This whole part of my story was told me
in Cleveland as & sort of old local tradition....That Rev.
Schwan as a young man used to sing often and well I also
heard in Cleveland; that on this particular occasion he
sang Y0 Tannenbaum!...was my conjecture,

26r,9, DuBrsu, "The Christmas Tree," Halther Leagus
Messenger, XLII (December, 1933), 24k.
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Huelhauser ag the man who flrat introduced the Christmas
tree into the church.??! Here is the story of Muelhauger's

Chrlstuzs tree as told by Mr., Rolf King, of Rochester, Hew

York, in The American German Review,

Cn the 23rd of December, 1840, the following notice

appesred in the Rochester Dally Demograt:
GERMANY IN AMERICA!

The undersigned has learned that the German
Protestant children will celebrate according to the
custon of the 0ld Gountry, Chrlstmas.Eve, at thelr
¥eeting House ot the corner cof Grove and Sclo Street.
Those of the American children, wishing to see the
above mentloned celebration on that evening, are
regpectfully invited to attend. The celebration
commnences ot 6 o'clock precisely. . -

J.H, Peck, a member of said church,

Fortunately one American was curiocus enough to at-
tend this Christmas Service. It impressed him very
much. He sent the following scoount to the Rochester
Dally Advertiger:

CHRISTHAS CELEBRATION OF THE
GERIKAN PROTESTANT CHURCH

My, Bditor: Having seen a2 notice in the dally.
pepers that the children connected with this church
would celebrate the festival of Christmas after the
German oustom, I thought as 1t was something new to
me, I should embrace the opportunity of seeing it.
As 1t is probable that but few of your readers were
present, the following brief account may be somewhat
interesting:... (There follows a long description
of the tree itself and of the program.)

For six years the newspapers are silent about any
continvance of thig custom, Then in 1847 the followlng
announcement appeared in the Daily Democrat for Dec-
ember 15:

CHR%ST%AS FZSTIVAL OF THE GERMAN LUTHERAN
CHURCH 0N STILSON STREET

The custom hed by this time degenerated into a money

279?. Polack identifles Rev. iuelhauser as The sams
man who begen his minlstry in Rochester, New York, in 1837,
and later on in 1849, together with the Langenberg Kission-
aries Johann Weimann and ¥, Wrede, founded the Wlsconsin
Synod in Hilwaukee, Wisconsin.
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making scheme, for they charged admission {25 cents for
adults; 127 cents for children), ostensibly to pay for
some "new CGalleries.” In additlion to this, prizes were
given to visitors. That is the story of Mr. King,28

The humble Pastor Schwan would nhave been the last man
to insist on the honor of introducing the Christmas tree
into the chureh, and In the face of the above evidence, we
cannot accord him that honor. HNevertheleass, he 1s still
the man - so far as we know - who introduced this custom
into the West and Midwest, TFurthermore, the account in
the December 1847 issue éf‘the Dally Democrat would seem
to indicate that quite possibly this custon might have
dled out without the efforts of Pastor Schwan. Until fur-
ther evidence polnits %o a different conclusion, therefore,
we may still credlt Schwan with the honor of putting this
custom intc its own with all of its beautlful significance.
Ag Mies Pauli puts 1%,

...ite meaning shines brightly to Christendom, which

views the evergreen garb of the tree as a symbol of

the Father's everlasting love, while the light of the

Savior's birth radistes for us in the glean of the
Christuas candles.?

284 . Polack, "The First Christmas Tree in an Amer-
lean Church Ee::*vicé," Goncordls Historical Institute GQuar-
Borly, XVII {April, 19&E5, -5,

22pau1i, op. oit., p. 61.




CHAPTER VI
THE SCHOOL AKD YOUNG PEOPLES SOCIETY
The School

Apparently Pastor Schwan's task in Cleveland was, in
one respect, somewhat easier than it had been in Black Jack.
Slnce Zion Congregation already had two teachers in 1849,
it is unlikely that the pastor ever had to teach in the
parochial school.l This does not mean, however, that he
lost interest in the school. On the contrary, he seems to
have ccnsidered it o highly important part of the congrega-
tlon's task. It was used with great success as a mission-
ary agency.

When Pastor Schwan arrived in 1851, the school had an
enrollment of fifty pupils. Six of these were children of
parents who were non-members.” Within one year the enrocll-

ment Jumped to sixty-elight, of whom fourteen were children

1 3 g r Ev, Luth.
Festbuechlein zum 735-Jjsehrigen Jubilseum der Ev, Luth
Zlonsgemeinde (n.n., 1893), Db. 33. The two teachera during

Yhat year were a Mr., Wagener and Mr. Fr. Walz.

“These and algo all the follewing enrollment figur:s <
gze taken from the Parochial Repgrtg in :h; .5%2_0_;“1%!1 5t
der Ev.-Luth. Synode von Hissour hio u.a. _%_ .
Louls: Druckerel der Synods von Hissouri etc., 1 51-1221)1:
and from the same Parochial Repgrgg 1g tlggﬁ_ﬁ%ﬁﬂ% B;_—Qh—
288 mittlern Distrikts der Ev. Luth, Synode von
Shio u.a. Staaten ist. Louls: Druckerei des Goncora%:;_er-
1§35a 1851-1881). ©See Appendix I for the complete
Qlation,
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of parents vho did not belong to the congregation, By
18511-3 the enrollment was ninety-two, seventeen of these
being outsiders., Two years later, in 1856, the figure had
rigen to 140. During 1858 o second daughter congregation

was if'oundetl,l'L

causing the enrollment to drop to elighty-nins.
But of these eighty-nine children, forty-four were from non-
meuwber homes, After this date the records do not indlcate
how many of the children were native and how many from the
outside, but the enrollment continued to elimb, By 1867,
ten years after the second daughter congregatior (Trinity)
had been formed, Zion was supporting four schools with an
enrollment of 430 pupils. With but few exceptions, the en-
rollment climbed steadily till 1874 and 1875. In those
Years it hit & peak of six hundred pupils distributed in
8ix schools. It is of interest to note that in 1875 a total
of 163 people were baptized.

The policy of the congregatlion seems to have been the
following. Gather in as many of the youth as posslble.
When the school gets tco esmall, builld another. As soon as
this school has a large enoughrnucleus of adults, call a

pastor for this group and let 1t become 'an independent

3 . . 1 tion of Newburgh,
During ‘this year, St. John's Congrega
the first of a number of daughter congregations, branched
off from the mother church. The Rev. Johann Strieter waa&
called as its first pastor. Johann Strieter, Lebenglauf des

dohannes Strieter (n.p., n.d.), p. 66.

uMinutes_g; Zion Congregation, Cleveland, Ohlo, May
ges R Sens -

‘;«4
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congregation. A% the time of this writing it is almost one
hundred years since Pastor Schwan took charge of the mother
congregation of the Missourl Synod in Cleveland. During
this century the number of churches has grown from one %o
almoet forty.5

Mueh of the success of the school program must be
credited to the pastor's interest and encouragement, In
1861, for example, when the enrolluent was up to 160 wi‘t_;h
enly one school, Pastor Schwan spoke to the voters' assembly
concerning the need for beginning a new school. Thls was .
on June 30.6 In the July 23 meeting, he kept the issue
alive by pointing out that the ability to meet the cost of
building & new school depended on faith. For "all things
are pogsible to them that believe." After he had illus-
trated this truth with numerous examples, the congregation
resolved to proceed, regardless of cost.! By Beptember the
new bullding was in uge.®

Ho doubt much of the growth of the schools was the re-
sult of advertisement as well as good teaching. The Mﬂﬂ

of September 23, 1861 contain a resclution to have three

53tatistical Yearbook of the Lutheran Church - lissourl
Synod for the ffear—?._—_-(— oL8 (5t. Louls! Concordla Publighing

House, 1949), pp. 20-22,
6
Hinuteg, January 30, 1861.

?Ibid., July 23, 1861.

8&;@.. , September 23, 1861.

—
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hundred or more pamphlete printed so that the German oit-
izens of Cleveland might become aware of the newly built
and reorganized school. Pagtor Sechwan read an advertige-~
ment whlch he had already prepared previous to the meeting.
It wes immedlately adopted for publication and circulation.

Vocational educatlon was alsc a part of Zion's educa~
tional programn., Although 1t was probably only a amall
rclass, there was a course in Home Economics for the girls.
Upon Pastor Schwan's suggestion, the congregatlon adopted
the plan of offering "a speclal course ln household skills,
since a person capable of teaching these is avalilable.*
Classes were held on Wednesday and Saturday afternoons.
A amall fee of twenty cents per month was asseased from each
child.” |

Three years later, in 1864, Pastor Schwan again demon-
strates his vltal concern for education as well as hls fore-
8ight and his interest in winning souls. In a meeting of
denuary 11, he spesks of the need for a “Lutheran school at
the Pittsburgh depot, since many people, who are Lutherans
from home, live there., If we don't start a gohool there,
someone else soon will." The congregation acted on his

proposal, resolving to build a school 1n that district,

‘. 28, 1862. Later on, ac-
Hinuteg, September 22 and 28 . .
cording to The Minutes of August 28, 1871, Frau ?agka was
granted permission to uss one of the school rooms for &

course in sewing.
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They did this although they had a debt of several hundred
dollars, were In the process of collecting over four hun-
dred dollara Tor a poor congregatlon in New York, and were
in need of a new church edifice themselves.1?

The statement ls occaslonally made that in many
present day churches the Holy Spirit has been shoved into
the back seat. Thls certalnly was not the case in Zion
Congregation. The vacations for the school children called
for an equally long rest neriod during the Pentecost fest-
ival a3 during the Christmas season, During both of these.
seasons, the vacatlon lasted one week. Easter called for
two weeks of vacatlon, while the mid-summer lay-off lasted
only three weeks. Apparently these people disagreed with
the prevalling prectice of the twentleth century - three
months of academic inaectivity during the gummer, 11

Tultion rates for Zion's school children were the
following: one child paild eight cents per week, two child-
ren from the same family were taken at a reduced rate of
twelve cents vper week (six cents per child); if the family
had three children in sttendance, the fee was fifteen cents
per week (five cents per child). This was the maximum fee
for any one family. If there were more than three children,

the tultion was still only fifteen cents per week, Foor

Ouinutsg, January 11, 1864,
11.1_111.9-.-. September 13, 1853.
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families also recelved speclal consideration. If their
poverty was evident, the children were glven their education
free of charge.l2 The policy of charging tuition was still
in practice in 1866, but at a slightly increased raté.13

The Young Peoplea Soclety

In 1856 Pastor Schwan reported to the Central District
pastoral conventlon on the condition of the congregations
of the Central District. He divided this report into three
sections: a) fanlly devotions, b) announcement for Com-
manion, and private confession, ¢) the prevalling character
and attitude of the youth.l¥ It is the third part of this
report in which we are here interested.

fle reports thet the pastors are almost unanimous in
decrying the dlsappointing and disturbing spiritusl condi-
tion of the youth. Cne pastor informed him that he didn't

even have two or three young people with whom he could start

> a2
12 G. ©clt.

e R = )

]

3Minutes, September 17, 1866.

g shwan gathered his information by asklng every pas-
tor in the district for a report on these three phases of
the Christiasn life in hig congregation. Then he had the .
pestors meet in five separate conferences to summarize thelr
findings in their particular territories. From these fize
sumnaries Schwan draws the information for his Own repors.

It should be noted that Schwan was at thls time gige-
President of the Central District (Synedal Bericht, 1 5A-~
D. 29), not president, as is stated by the Rev. Walt?gt .
Haier on page 432 of Ebenezer, edited ¥.H.T. Dau .
Louls: Concordia Publishing House, 1922).
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a Young Peoples Soclety. Conditlons in the city congrega—
tions were always worge than ln the rural parishes. In a
few congregations the plcture was more encouraging, but the
overall condltlon, the moral quality of the youth in the
taverage" congregation, gave them cause for concern.

For although the majority of the young men and women
who have been confirmed in our churches, have a satis-
factory understanding of the most important teachings
concerning falith and the Christian life, although they
attend church and "Christenlehre” falrly well and guard
agalnst gross debauchery and sin, yet on the whole
they evidence a lack of %rue reverence and fear of God,
of gincere repentance, of living faith in Chrlst, of
true joy in and leve for God's Word and Christ. BSad %o
say, there is increasing evidence of a worldly spirit,
venity, pride, havughtiness, luxury of dress, disobed-
ience and disrespect toward parents and teachers, yes,
even greed and unchagstlty.... :

Sehwan proceeds to analyze the causes for thls condlitlon.
Kot 211 of the blame can be lald on the conditions of the
country, he says. The primary cause is deficlent child
training. He points out that it had been customsry in the
vast to train children in a atringant,.ofttimes hard and
legallstic way. As 2 result, the chlldren were often ser-
lously handicapped, for this type of tralning robbed them
of their youthful buoyancy. It made them timld, reaerved
and slavishly subssrvient. On the other hand, this type of
training also produced in them a cerfaln reverence end awe,
This type of child training has today been replaced by a
kind of training, he continues, which produces disrespectiul
and disobedient children, It is a type of training in which

neitheér Law nor Gospel is employed. FEven Christlan parents
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are for the most part tco lax with their children, and in
most cases forget the privileges and obligations which God
Himself hes given them ln the Fourth Commandment.

How Vice-president Schwan follows this analysls up -
and this is the important thing, this is his contribution -
with a program for positive action., He says the parents
must be made to realize thelr obligation to youth more and
more. The simple and wholesome plety of the forebears must
more and more become part of the homes. The youth must be
instructed in the true way of salvation, both in the chnrches
and in the schoold, Parents must take a more falthful in-
terest in the confirmed youth and gather them into and keep -
then occupled in apnropriate socleties. "The more we do
this, " he concludes, "the less cause will we have for com-
plaining about the charscter and attitude of our youth."l5

Now the guestion is: Did Schwan in hls own parish
practice the program he outlines in the preceding report?
Although the evidence of the records is slim, there is some
reagon to believe that he did. On November 5, 1860, the
Young Peoples Soclety of Zlon submitted a requeat that the
congregation encoursge all its younger members to Join the
soclety. This request "was Joyfully recelved," and it was

resolved "to act on this request by passing it on to as many

155ynodal Bericht, 1856, pp. 11-21.
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of the persons concerned as posaible.“16

Another reference 1a made to the Young Peoples Boclety
in the Minutes of February 28, 1870. In this meeting, the
goclety reported that Their receints for the previous year
had amounted to $5193.73, that thelr expenditures for that
period had been ©156,09, leaving =. balance of $37.64 in thﬁ
tressury, The congregation exvressed lis haﬁpinees over the
contributions of the young people, and encouraged them to
continue in thies fine epirit.

fpparently the enthusiasm end interest of the young
people grew cold during the following eight years, for on
December 9, 1878, the voters discussed vhat they might do
to stoart up a Young Peoples Soclety agaln.l7ﬁ The reader will
recall that this iz the same year in which the scandal con-
cerning the engagement of Psul Schwen and Marie Hempy took
place. It seems guite possible, therefore, that this may

have been ~ major cause for the death of the soclety.

16Hinutes, Hovember 5, 1860.
17Ib1d., December 9, 1878.




CHAPTER VII
GROWTH OF THE CONGREGATION
Physical Expansion

As we noted in the preceding chapter, Zion's parish
schools were an effective missionary agency. This certain-
ly was a big factor in the growth of the congregation.
There were, of course, several other factors. The growling
westward migration in America and the immigration from
Europe both contributed to this growth. Without a vital
interest in missions on the pert of the pastor, however,
these factors would have had little influence on the growth
of the parish. As the writer of Zion's history sald, “With
the arrival of the new pastor in 1851, Zlon becomes a truly

evangelical-lutheran congregation,®l Schwan's arrival marks

W

the beginning of Zion's growth in both the physicel and in
the spiritual realm.

One year after Schwan had begun his work in Cleveland,
he asked for and received permission to preach in Ohlo City
{now West Cleveland) one Sunday afternoon per month.? His

efforts bore fruit so abundantly that six months later a

1 ilaeun der EV. Luth.
Festbuechlein zum 75-}achrigen Jublilaeum der
Zionagemeigde . pv, 5893;, v. 5. Archives Concordia His-
Torical Institute, St. Louls, Mlssouri.

2&3_.93143_% of Zion Congregation, Cleveland, Ohio, Dec-
ember 5, 1852.

_
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school was bullt in Ohlo City, and Candidate J.C.¥W. Linde-
mann was called to take charge of this mission project. He
served a8 asslstant to Pastor Schwan, the two exchanging
pulpifs regularly, but otherwise ministering to the spirit-
ual needs of thelr own district.’ Lindemann arrived in
Cleveland on August 12, 1853, and was installed on Sunday,
August 28, Already during the next month a small church,
measuring only forty by twenty-gsix feet, was dedicated. ‘The
1little mission continued to grow rapidly.u By 1878 1t num-
bered five hundred families and 1506 communicants,’ On Hay
16, 1858 zlon Congregation unanimously resolved that the two
"districts" should henceforth be independent congregatlona.6
Pastor Lindemann's district adopted the name "Trinity."
Trinity's growth fully equalled that of her mother. By 1932

she had already founded seven daughter churches of her

39pinity Ev. Luth. Chureh (Cleveland: n.p., 1932),
p. 6. Archives Concordia Historical Inatitute.

“Log. eit.

oIbid., p. 14,
6y H ' th an-
Minutes, May 16, 1858. Acocording to Zlon's 75
niversary bookle%? ané also according to the Rev. Garlu
Toelke (("Look to the Past to Builglw?gogrow's Gggig?, 5%%2
Cleveland Lutheran Meggenger, XXXV February, ’
this took place in 1857, That date seems to be a misprint
or an oversight, For Zion's linutes gpecifically state
page 64, paragraph 5, "Nachdem nochmals ueber dle Trennungd
der beiden Distrikte unserer Gemeinde gesprochen wordaniun
dle in voriger Versammlung erwaehnten Gruende nooﬁ::lgnd:
Erwaegung gezogen wvorden waren, so beschlosz die Geme 5
elnstimnig, dasz beide Distrikte zwel von einander una

haenglge Gemeinde(n) von nun sn sein gollen.”
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own,?

Now we pick up the history of Zion proper once more.
Although Pastor lLindemann was called.as assistant for the
group in Ohio City in 1853, the next year saw another group
of mbout twenty adults found an independent congregation two
miles south of Newburgh (now called Garfield Heights). In
October 1854 the Rev. Johannes Strieter came to serve this
small parish which had by that time already erected a tiny
church and an even tinier parsonage.s

A 1little more than a decade after S%t. John'e.Congre-—
gation in Newburgh was formed, Zlon had again outgrown her
ghoes. The old church building was therefore moved from
York Street to a new location on East Ninth and Bolivar
Streets, and a new school built on this location. :This waa
in 1857. Even before the next decade had ended, the congre-
gation again filled the church to overflowing, bub the Civil
War prevented them from bullding a new church until 1866.
The firat little church "that might have been mistaken for
a dwelling," was now supplanted by an edifice that cost
§35,335.72.9 It was dedicated on the first Sunday after

New Year.0 fhe following excerpt from one of Pastor Schwan's

"Diamond Jubilee of Trinity Ev. Luth. Church, Dpp. 6-18.

83ohannes Strieter, Lebenslauf des Johsnnes Strieter

(n.p., n.d.), p. 66.

9Fgetbueghlein..., Do &

104inutes, December 27, 1866.
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letters to his close friend in Fort VWayne, Indlana, Dr.
William Sihler, indicates how rapldly the new church was
filled., "Things are running aquilte smoothly here. The new
ohﬁrch 1s practically filled again, buf it cauges me a lot
of trouble beesuse I have to preach so terribly loud.?il
By 1873 both achool and church, particularly the

former, were agailn too small to accommodate the ever grow-
ing congregation. Upon Schwan's extensive presentation of
the need for a new school in East Cleveland, and the ad-
visabllity of calling a "friendly, competent ministerial
candidate" for this position, the congregation voted ap-
proval of the suggestlion. Paator Schwan suggested that
his son Poul met the important qualifications of whilch he
had spoken. Again the congregetion agreed, and called Paul
Schwan in the capacity of instructor in the new school and
agalstant to his father. The arrangement wée identical to
that vhich had formerly existed between Zion and Trinity.

12

Paul's salary was set at five hundred dollars per year.

Five years later, on August 28, 1878, = nunrber of

1lppe 1etter is dated April 10, 1867. "Bel una geht's
ziemlich wohl. Die neue Kirche iat fast schon wlegeg :211'
aber macht mir viel trouble weil ich &0 sohreckllc1 héﬁurﬁ
Predigen musz." Schwen occasionally slips aanngl g
right into the middle of a German sentence. e noteto :
same thing in the )Minutes towards the end.o: the ﬁen grgather
but in Schwan's case it appears to be a touch of humo ‘

than a glip of the pen.
124inutes, March 5, 1873.
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familles llving south of Kingsbury Run organized an independent
congregation under the name of "St, John's." They called
Candidate August Dankworth as thelr firat_pastor.13 Half a
decade later, St. Peter's Congregsation was founded in 1883
by a number of Zion's members living in the vicinity of
Yoodland Cemetery. In the case of both St. John's and St.
Peter's, the chief reason for beginning a new congregation
was the problem of transportation.lu

Thus Zion and her five daughters, and her grand daughters
as well, continued to grow. By 1947 there were 32,946
Lutherans in Gleveland.ls The Hissouri Synod alone had
thirty-eight congregations in the metropolitan Cleveland
aree in 1948, end this does not include the churches of the

Slovek Synod which is in affiliation with Misaour1.16

131b1a., September 3, 1878.

14H13torg of $t. John's Ev. Lutheran Church, Cleveland,
sﬂgygs 576-1928 (&t. Louls: Concordla Publishing House,
1928), p. 6.

It is interesting to note that English speaking child-
ren of non-members were not permitted to attend the parochial
school of St. John's, This may have been an emergency -
measure to 1imit the number of pupils because only a smalli
number could be accommodated, or it may have been a daf:ns 8
meseure againet what was considered the danger of "Amer 0:2_
ization.," In either case, this resolution does not beag;
the same spirit of Zion's members during the fifties. dere
the policy was: Take them in, The Lord will provide an

care for them and for our own children.

. n
15Frederiek ¥, Kemper, "The Church in Clevelzn?. u!hﬂ
Cleveland Lutheran Hessenger, XXXVI (Noveumber, 19471, e

16car1 Toelke, "Look to the Past to Build Tomorrow's

Church," The Cleveland Lutheran Megsenger, XXXVII (Feb-
mry, 1911'85 9 l}.
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Thirty-six of the thirty-eight Missourl Synod eongregations
can ultimately be traced to Zion Congregation.l? For this
reason the Rev. H.C. Schwan "ig always to be remembered as
one of the chief bullders of Cleveland Lutheranlsm. w18 one
might well call Zion the "mother® of Lutheranism in Cleve-
land, and Pastor Schwan itas "father,”

Spiritual Progress

The first of the preliminary meetings which led up %o
the formation of the Missouri Synod was held in Zlon Church.
8ynod was formally organized in April, 1847, but strangely
enough, Zion did not become a member of this body until 1852,
One wonders whether this was due to the attitude of Pastor
Schmidt who resigned in 1851. Although the Minutes shed no
light on the problem, they leave the impression that this
was the case. For in the very first year after the arrival
of Pastor Schwan, Zilon took up membership in the Missourl
Synod,l% and at the same time extended an fnvitation to Synod
to convene in Zion Church for its 1853 gessions_.zq Synod

17 mplete,
Ibid., p. 5. See Appendix II for the co
genealogy, *fhe two exceptions noted above are st. John's

in South Euclid, and its daughter, Our Savior.

leveland Luth Megaen XXXVI (April,
1947) z_ﬁ. Lleveland _._M _.e,ﬁ.._m

19£:e§t‘bueghlein...., Do ke
2O4inutes, January 6, 1852,
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accepted the invitetlon. That the members of the congrega-—
tion were deeply interested 1n their new relationship is
evident from the fact that on July 22 of that same year
(1852) they resolved to "take up a colleection for the college
in 8%, Louis.?® Thus in a tangible way they demonstrated the
gincerity of their action and thelr sense of rasponsibllity.zl
This same attitude comes to light in a resolution passed
in 1853. It indicates that they took their religion ser-
lously and tolerated no laxity. They resolved that
those whe signed the constitution without reading it,
but have not taken part in the work of the congregation
shall be asked if they want to remain members of the
congregation. In case they admit that they haven't :
read the constitution, they are to be warned o fulfill
their obligation as members, Lf they say No (to the
queation whether they went to continue as umembers),
they shall without further adieu be stricken from the
1list.22
The members of Zlon were not interested in mere numbers,
If anyone failed to conduct himself as a Christian, he was
dealt with in accordence with Matthew chapter elighteen. And
if thie brought no results, excommunication followed, Pas-
tor Schwan's evangelical character displays itself in a set
of six statements which he drew up in 1854 for the clarifi-
cation of the correct procedure in such cases, Here are the
statemente which the congregation adopted as written by Pas-

tor Schwan in explanation of parsgraph 16 of the congrega-

Z1pig., July 22, 1852,
222'&‘1. ’ November 1k, 1853.
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tional constitution,

1) In the acceptance or excommunication of members,
unanimity of all voting members present shall be
necessary.

2) Should it occur that one or several members vote
against the majority, then the resolution of the
majority shall not be carried into effect; but
nelther shall it thereby be nullified; the congre-
gation ghall require of the objectors that they
present their reasons for dissenting, and shall
evaluate these reasons,

3) If the congregation finds these reasons without
basle, but ia not able to convince the mlnority, 1s
herself convinced however, that the motives and in-
tentions of the dissentors are honest, then the ac-
ceptance or excommunication shall not take place,

L) Should the congregation find the advanced reasons
insufficient and alaoc feel that the obgectora are
not upright (aufrichtigen Herzens sind), but that
they are only objecting with ulterlor motivesa, then,
Af two-thirds of those present reallze this, the
objectors ghall be declared under Church Diseipline,
and they shall be dealt with as are all those who
stand in the third degree of dlscipline, i.e., ad-
monition of those concerned shall be continued until
either they are declared beyond church disclipline
for lack of evidence, or until it has become evldent
to all that they are obstinate sinners.

5) Until completion of this inveatigation, the original
matter shall rest.

6) All those who for any cause are in the third step
of church disecipline shall not, until completion of
the case, exercise their franchise, nor be accepted
as guests at the Lord's Table, nor serve as sponaorzl
at & baptism; and they are obligated, without specl
invitation, to attend every congragational meeting
in which their case is considered.<3

These resoluticns were also carried into effect. In one of
the voters! meetings the ban was pronounced on one of the
members, A few objected, but without being able to advance

any reason for dissenting., Their conduot became 80

231pid., Harch 19, 185k,
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intolerable that before the meeting was over, seven of them
vere placed under Church Disolpline.zl" Four of these .
ultimately recognized their error and were returned to good
standing.25

Pastor Schwan was concerned for the spiritusl growth
of the souls entrusted to him. He wae expendable., In adé
dition to his morning service,' he conducted the “Christen-
lehre" service on Sunday afternoon, held one afternoon ser-
vice per month in West Cleveland, and had regular Sunday.
evening services in Zlon Churoh.26 In 1859 he noticed that
many of the members were not clear on certain docirines.
This became evident to him in his discussion with them when
they came to announce for Communion. He therefore. suggested
a special review of these teachings for the adults. Vlth
much enthusiasm the congregation reserved Monday evening
for special reviews of Christien doctrine (Wiederholungs-
stunden der Christenlehre).2! Pastor Schwan also devoted a
great deal of time 1ln the voters' assemblies to discussion
and explanation of synodical and district proceedings. After

Synod had discussed an essay on Private and Public Confession,

Zlon spent almost two whole meetings in discussing this

ZI’LD.L@.-. July 31, 185b.

zsl_bi.-.tl- , October 23 and November 13, 1854,
262_"&51. , November 28, 1853.

271bid., February 7, 1859.
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toplc.aa

La we have seen, Schwan wasted no time in reforming
egeentlals. He knew how to wait for changes in non-essen-
tlale however. Zion's constitution was defective and ob-
golete in varicus ways, but he patiently walited with re-
vision of non-essential matters until his members. had come
to see these defects. Then at the opportune moment he sug-
gested a restudy end revision. This moment came in 1874,
almost twenty-five years after his arrival. In that year
the constitution had to be reprinted since there were no
more copies avallable snd they wanted every new member %o
receive & copy. It was at this point that the paslor sug-
gested a revision of the document. - His suggestion was grate-
fully asccepted. 29

The Rev. Hatthias Loy, longtime president of the Ohlo
Synod and cloge friend of Pastor Schwan, points to one of
the chief rezaons for hls success a8 & pastor - hls ablility
to understand people, and consequently knowing when %o apply
Gospel and when to apply Law. Loy says, %...I was bleased
with the acquaintance of men, such as Wyneken and Schwan,
who knew gomething of men and of' the Gospel; and therefore

could distinguish when the flesh seemed %o domineer over the

28&@. , February 7 and 13, 1859 .e_t.-l’g!ﬂ_slﬂ?

Q
2’2_}9_1_.31_. , February 23, 187k.




115 :
apirit.“30 Schwan's clear understanding of the Gospel, hils
evangelical attitude, and hls abillty to put this knowledge
into practice 1is narticularly evident in one of the dis-
cipline cases he was obliged to handle in Zlon, 1t was a
particularly bad case of embezzlement with which the congre-
gation had deal®% for almost nine months. Finally the :
guilty party was willing to admlt his gullt in writing, end
had already effected o reconciliation with the man from
whom he had taken the money. WVhen this was announced in
the voteras' meeting, Pastor Schwan made the following re-
marks:

Two Amportant things are to be kept in mind in a
case of Church Disecipline, 1) the matter must be
taken geriously and dare not be concluded as quiekly -
as poasible (darf nicht eo rasch wie moeglich zu ent-
ledigen uveber's Knie abgebrochen werden) Just %o be
done with it. The congregation has acted in accordance
with this principle since she has been dealing with
this case for almost nine months, 2) If by God's grace
a sinner is brought to recognize his sin, and 1f he
shows himself penitent, then the congregatlon is not
to deal harshly with him; is not to force him %o nake
special confession of this or that detail, Ve are
through love to bellieve that the person involved 1s
nenitent, unless we can prove the coantrary. The
prophet lathean did not require of David, and Jesus
did not requlre of Peter that he make confession of
the details of his sin, but absolutlon was pronounocg
on them as soon as they showed themsgelves penitent.

¥rom the foregoing it is evident that Schwan was a
thoroughly evangelical, kind-hearted man who could gympathize

3%4. Loy, Story of My Life (Columbus, Ohlo: Lutheran
Book Concern, 1905§, v, 193.

31@;22395, December 9, 1878.
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with the unfortunaste. But he was not wishy-washy, afraid
to come out with the truth. He could be very firm, even
to men older and of higher standing than he. A good example
ie his letter %o Dr. William Sihler in 1876. Apparently
Sihler hed tUendered his resignation from a certaln office
merely to elicit pralse for his past work and -encoumgement
to continue in his office. Completely contrary to his ex-
pectatliong, hils regignation was accepted, and now he was-
thoroughly miffed. OSchwan writes to him:

Cleveland, July 22, 1876
Dear Doctor!

Don't let your resentment of senseless house-cleaning
(unverstaendige Waescherei) move you to drop the work
you had undertaken, It's my conviction that electlions
are often very foolish, That's what happened 1in thils
case too. Bub since 1t's hard to change such things
under our constitution, it must be taken in stride.
Furtheriore, I think it an excuse for Synod as well as
a confort for you that you yourself are at least
partially responsible {for the action) since you on
various occaslons very earnestly, yes even tearfully,
pleaded with Synod no longer to elect you to this or
that office. And I am firmly convinced that this 1s
what persuaded many to grant the "old man® a rest which
he didn't want at all, You feel that your vigor ar.ld
efficlency remains unimpaired - thank God for that! =
but the great majority Just simply don't share your con=
viction. They see and hear old age inr your bearing and
speech, and Young America is hard on everything old,
You aren't the only one who feels this barb., I for my
part wouldn't object very strenuously if I, too, 333
soon relegated to the scrap-heap (Altentheill; Snd -
my case they will hardly wall until I have reached yo
age. UBut it's always wrong both to wish for old 88;
prematurely in order to be rid of one's bu!'dﬂnﬂpd““ld
to be unwilling to become old or to be considere h:t .
Surely the only right course of actlon is to do Wr
you are able and always leave it to God whe:heroa .
not your work is appreciated., If God pem& 8 gsable
be shoved aside, all right! No one is ind ap; e
for Him; and He 1s able to forge a tool out o
whom we consider ugsless.
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8o then in God's name, away with all resentment -
which tends to appear more readlly as we grow older.
Digplay for Synod o fresh and happy spirit, write a
good essay for us, one which will present the truth
without bitterness and 11l will; and then leave the
rest to fod.

With sincere greetings,
Yours most devotedly,
H.C. Schwan.3
In an earlier letter to Sihler, Schwan appends thils
postscript, "...Hitzel is good as gold, but on the one
hand he's & bit coverly evangelical, and on the other, so
eccentric in his speech that he drives the people erazy...."33
Agein we note hig kind, evangellcal realism which is no®
blind to deficlencies nor to the good qualities of a man.
Te quite an extent. the spiritual growth of Zlon is
attributable %o Schwan's success as a preacher. Thls suc-
cess was not souething with which he was born, but something
which he acquired by dint of hard labor, Dr. G.V. Schick,
who served together with Paul Schwan for several months in
1928, relates that
While in Cleveland, I was assisted by Dr, Schwan's son.
He told me how his father used to write out his sermons
word for word and take the script into the vestry wvith
him. When he descended from the pulpit, he would fake

hls pen and change any 3Ko::'d. which he had altered while
delivering the sermon.

32'1‘11 | I;lvea of Con-

- e original manuscript 1s in the arc =
cordia Historical Institute, St. Louis, Migsourd, A repro
duction of the original is found in Appendix III A.

339he iletter is dated October 28, 1868, and is also in
the archives of Concordia Historical Institute. :

3"'13:'. Schick is professor of Hebrew and Old;,zg::am;;.‘:aourl.
Exegesis at Concordia Theological Seminary, St. LOuis,
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The Rev. Johann Striecter, pastor of St. John's Congre-
gation at Newburgh and close friend of Pastor Schvan, 1n-
cludes & short story in his autoblography which gives us
further insight inte the emount of preparation that went
into Sehwen's sermons. After school was out on Monday af- :
ternoon, Strieter would walk the five miles to Schwan's
home, and then they would take a swim in Lake Erle or they
would go for = hike in the country. After these exerclses
they started work on their sermon for the next Sunday.
Schwan had o Latin Harmony and Strieter had a copy of Luther.
VWhen they had finished their study of these books, Schwan
would ask, "Strieter, vhet will ve use?" And Strieter would
have to begin naking the outline. Occaslonally Schwan would
laugh, but very often he praised Strieterts efforts. On one
occasion he seld, "Your outline is remarkably geod. If
Walther had this outline, he would preduce a masterful ser-
mon on the baglis of it. But you are too sterectyped.”
Strieter wanted to lnow how he should go about developing
a more flexible style, Schwsn advised, "Copy someone else's
sermon go that you get intc a different line of thought. Use
Fresenius." Strieter followed the advice, but got stuck

80 miserably in his next sermon that he went back te his own

style.35 Homileticlans mey disagree with Schwan's advice,

but the story does give us an indication of how much work

353trieter, op. git., p. 69.
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went into the preparation of his sermons. He continued this
practice with his uncle F.C.D, VWyneken when the latter suc-
ceeded the Rev, Lindemann as pastor of Trinity Congregation
in 1864, \Vyneken made it a point to visit with his nephew
at least once a week, usually on londay. In these visits
the two pastors conferred on various topica,36 no doubt in
much the same manner as Schwan and Strleter had done.

¥e have noted how Schwan improved the singing of his
congregation at Black Jack. His love for the Lutheran
heritage of music also made itself felt in Cleveland. Those
members of Zlon who founded the congregation at Newtn_xrgh
in 1854 "were very good singers. (They) even sang four
part harmonies.®3! The Minutes of Zion record a resolution
that "in the 'Christenlehre! and in the Wednesday evening
gervices only rhythmic ainging38 shall be used,® In the
Sunday morning and evening services this type of ginging
was to be used only on occaaion.39 About one month later

they resolved that the entire congregation meet on Sunday

36kmmna W U Wyneken Household,®
tnma Wyneken, "Hemolrs of the Wyne *
goncordia. Hisggricai Institute Quarterly, XIV (January, 1942),

37strieter, op. cit., p. 68.

3851‘119 original phrase is "dasz nur rhythnisch gesungen
werde.! The ogpositg type of singing was the “seh%eppg:g::chu
Gesang," a very long, drawn out type of singing. ﬁ? time
Singen" was much more 1lively, taking cognizance of the

value of each note.

Pinutes , March 1, 1855.
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evenings to rehearse the rhythmic melodles.40 .

In respect to the language problem, Zion's growth was
rather slow. The English language was not used regularly
until 1918.%1 It is true that at least one - and possibly
two - English services were conducted bhefore that time., In
1866, when the new church was in process of bullding and
plans for the dedication were being made, the following re- g
golution was passed: "Resolved, that on the day of dedleca~
tion the afternoon service be in English. a*2  The other in-
stance ig problematic. The Synodical Conference met in
Cleveland in 1875, According to the Progeedingg of the
conference, the meeting was held in Trinity Church.*3 But
the Minutes of Zion contaln the resolution that "1f Pastor
Schwan deems 1% advisable, an English service shall be held
during the Synodical Conference conventlon. sth  gnia would
seem to indicate that the meeting was held in Zion Church,

‘“—‘Ibm., April 30, 1855.

e

¥lgap) Toelke, "Learn From the Past," The Cleveland
Lutheran Messenger, XXXVII (March, 1948), 9.

42, LE hould be noted that
Minuteg, October 22, 1866. It sho
in a later meeting on December 27, 1866, the oongreggtégga_
decided that "the hymns are to be sung in German on de
tion afternoon, "
#3¥ o rhandlung der Ey. Luth.
handlungen der vierten Versammlung

nodal Conferenz von Nord-Amerika, zui Cleveland, Qg%%;n -;-‘%;3
Ih. Dbis zum 20, Juli 1875 (St. Louls: ~Druckered Cor 7o
von Misgouri, Ohlo u.z. Staaten, R.d.}, Pe 3. 5O aident
this is the year in which Schwan gerved as vice-pre
of the Synodical Conference.

M"ﬁinutes, July %4, 1875.
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Unfortunately, the Proceedlings do not include a record of
the services conducted during the course of the convention.
In any case, however, Zion was slow in making use of the
English language.

The questlion presents itself, Was Pagtor Schwan re-
spongible for the lack of growth in this respect, or must.
the congregatlon be faulted? In answering thls question,
it is well to keep in mind that the use of English in Zlon
Congregation was not introduced until forty-seven years af—
ter Schwan had resigned as pastor, Certalnly his successors
would be at fault as much as he, even more so, because the
need for using the American tongue was not nearly as graat
before 1880 as it was during the following decades. Bul
was he at fault? Vas he lacking in vision?

According to Missourl Synod's synodieal report of 1857,
H.C. Schwan preached a sermon on the Gospel for the day
(Hétthew 9:1-8) in the morning in the English Lutheran
Church, %5 There 1s, unfortunately, no indication whether
this sermon was delivered in the English or in the German
language., ‘

Dr, Edmund Zeuel, a close friend of'Dr. Schwan in his
later years, comments that "Schwan was not much of an English
speaker, but he wae a good American, advocating the use of

English in our schools in order that we migh‘t bring the

455 Synodal Berichg, 1857, p. 370.

|
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gospel to our unbelleving fellow ecitizens. w6 That this
agsertlon lg based on fact le evidenced by a number of
Schwan's own statements. On April 7, 1881, he wrote %o Dr.
Bihler:

It 1s my opinion, which I have already written to
5t. Louls, that we should immediately begin a Honthly
in oppositicn to the Columbus Bimonthly. Our German
publicatlons are inaccessible to many people in English
Lutheran and other synoda. Whatever these people
learn about us, they hear from the mouths of our enemles,
to their own and our harm.. Therefore we should do
what we can. And thank God we have plenty of men who
are able to take up the battle, not only against the
minor gods (minorum gentium): Schuette, Stodde, ete.,
but also against Jupiter Maximus Loy. Lange, Blschoff,
Diedrich, Crull, Eirich, Niemann and others could turn
out something worthwhile in the form of original
articles and translations. Ro doubt the magazine would
continue, even if 1t were no longer necessary because
of the Lutheraner.... If you agree, as 1 hope, you too
will encourage the S%t. Loulsans.® : :

In his address to Synod at the 1881 convention, Schwan
again urged such a publication. He says in part:

«++Ab this point I cannot refrain from urging Synod
very aeriougly to consider whether it ien't high time

to begin publication of a monthly theological journali
in the English language....lt is our duty and obligation
to remedy this situation es much as we possibly can.
With God's blessing, such a magazine would perhape do
more to build up a doetrinally sound English Church
than many other laborious and expensivgama(ua which we
have used in the past, mostly in valn.

8ynod aeted in accordance with President Schwan's exhortation

86qn1 g atatement was made in the previouely mentloned
interview with Dr. Edmund Seuel.

A?The original letter is in the archives ot Concordia

Historical Inatitute.

“83ymodal Bericht, 1881, pp. 22-23.
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by appointing Professor R, Lange as editor of The 8%. Louls
Theolozical ionthly.*¥ tuech to Schwan's regret, this pub-
licatlon was dlscontinued after golng through two volumes. .
Those who had been appointed to write the articles failed to
1:'z'oé.m¢.‘.a.5('7

If there remains any doubt as %o Schwan's position in
the language question, 1t will be dlspelled by the follow-
ing excerpt from his report on the English lMissiona of the
Hissourdi Synod in 1890.

According to the report of the Commission for
English Mlssions, there are %o date seven congregations
and pagtors who received support toftaling five thousand
dollars. Results have been very gratifying. That 1s
good news and will, God willing, remove the disfaver
under which thls work has had to suffer in various
places until now, %o be sure, the doubts which we had
about this work were not without foundation, For the
attenmpta which we and other friendly synods had pre-
viously made, had for the most part been complete
Tallures, The congregations either did nct come into
existence or they did not last, but soon went over %o
the camp of our English opponents, What was the reason?
In several cases 1t became evident that "the Ol‘ﬂ-ng
need and general longing for English congregatlons
d1d not esctually exist, but was used only as a cloak
for the dlssatlefsction with old-fashloned preaching,
dlsclpline and order, and to hide the deslre for a
more modern way of 1llfe. In other cases the result
was that the hope to attract many native-born Americans
through Lutheran teaching and services was fulfilled
either in a very small measure or not at all, It 1s
no wonder, therefore, that courage waned everywhere,
and that here and there the thought arose that tgd
English langusge 1tself was responsible for the

L"glbid., Pe. 7.
5°Ib! d., 1884, p., 22. ‘Unsere englische Honateggtz:irt
8ing ein, weil dle erbetene und zum Theil zugesagle 1881
arbelt augblieb. ! The first lssue appeaved in Nay, 17.os
and the final issue combined Uctober and November 3
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resulta. Now that lg, of course, a mistake. Until
now the German language had a big advantage over the
English language because during the Reformation the
saving truth of Scripture wes victorious over the
idolatry of the papaocy through the German tongue; and
therefore the real mines of Lutheran, that is bibllical
deetrine, are even now yet to be found in the German
language. BUT MORE THAN THAT ¥YE DARE NOT CLAIM FOR IT.
For if the Gespel, according to the will of the Savior,
ls to be preached to all nations, then 1t must alse

be preached ln ALL languages, and that EFFECTIVELY;
therefore 2lso in the English language. Ho, it isn't
the English langunge iteelf which is dangerous. It

ls something entirely different, but admittedly some-
thing wvhich tends to appear in the wake of the English
language. It is the "American® spirit, the spirlt that
prevalls teoday, that smooth, superficlal, careless,
business like attitude with which also spiritual
matters are carrlied on here, o frame of mind which has
no understanding of the real eassence of Christianity,
and therefore looks upon the struggle for the one falth
as pure godlessness; and on the other hand loocks for
works., This is the spirit which is so apt to sneak .
into the congregations along with the English language;
this is what brought sbout the downfall of the previous
attempts, and which indeed is still a great danger to-
day. It is true, of course, that we have only been
experimenting up till now. For the present, these
missions must first prove themselves. But this 1s the
very thing which our brethren, who are now conducting
this work, are experiencing in a moat reallstlc manner.
And 1% is but reasonable to expect that this fact would
make us willing and eager to help. How wonderful 1%
would be if an English church body were %o come into
beling, one that is dectrinelly sound in all points, i
and one to which we might without hesltation or doub
send all those who need Engllish sermons; & body in
which we might eventually - if that stage is ever y
reached - dissolve ourselves with a good °°n5°’*°n°em
(Notlice the breadth of the man's visionl!) == Certg ofy
our spbroval shall not be wanting if it 1s the tz%ad
these brethren snd 1f thelr work will be benefl 1:-

by their joining the Synodical Conference as ai
dependent body.5l

51Ibia., 1890, pp. 25-26.

It might begwéli" at ghﬂ.a point to include the ggﬂ:ﬂaﬁt
of Dr, ¥illiam Dallmann. "At this time (1888) Dr. ;
he venerable president of the Hissourl Synod, Ei‘ am““n

thren at Baltimore be very careful, for if this
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I% 1a evident that Presldent Schwan was years ahead
of many of his contemporaries, but that as a good leader he
patiently walted for the masses to "eatch wp" hefore pro-
ceeding., As the late Dr. Martin Sommer put it,

Schwan was president of Synod in the midst of the
transitlon veriod Trom German to Bnglish. There were
mony extremiets on both sides, but Schwan steered a
gafe mlddle course. He wasn't carried away by these
rughing stresms., He always managed to keep a level
head.

No, we cannot fault Pastor Schwan for Zion's slowness

to make the transition from CGerman to English,

proved a failure, English work in the Hissourl Synod 'would

be dead for the next fiPty years, and if this venture proved
2 suecess, Lnglish work would be taken up elsewhere,” A8

Dr, Schwan had foretold, English mlesions were soon atarted
in a duzen other cities. (("The English Work of the Hissourl
Synod,® Lbenezer, edited by W.H,T. Dau (8t., Louis: Con-
cordla Publishing House, 1922), pp. 423-b2k.))




CHAPTER VIII
UNUSUAL EXPERIENCES
Reputation at Stake

Not too long after Schwan had begun his mlnlstry‘in
Zion Church, he was accused of 1illicit relations. The woman
involved in the case came to the pastor for counsel. After
a short time, the young man who had committed the offense, ‘
spread the rumor that Pastor Schwan was the father of the
child that would soon be born., Schwan wasn't long in gattlhé
a confession of the truth from the woman, and then he got
to work on the young man. At first the latter was adamant-,
refusing to retrsct his acousations, But when the pastor
threatened to turn the story over to the newspapers, the
offender lost heart and signed a written confession of his

own guilt, thus exonerating Pastor Schwan.l

Visit to Germany

Some two years later, in 1860, Pastor Schwan requested
and was granted a leave of absence of three to four months

- 2
to visit his parents and other relatives in Germany.

: tem-
1nigutgs of Zion Congregation, Cleveland, 2hilo, Septe
ber 20, 1858, :

2Ipid,, April 9, 1860.
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Although there ls no specific record, he did apparently
make the trip. For during the four months between April 23
and September 2, there are no Minutes except for one meeting
on June 18; and the Rev, J. Lindemann {of Trinity Congrega-
tion) presided at that meeting, No mention is made of
Schwan. In the }inutes of the September 2nd meeting, how-

ever, the usual phrase "“Herr Pastor Schwan® oocurs agaln.
There is no record to indicate whether or not his wife ac-
companied him or, if she did, whether they took time off to
vislt with her relatives in Brazil.

Hot Q.ueétlona

The 0ld saylng that lightning never strikes twice in
the same place has been disproven any number of times. We
add another proof to the already long list. On May 17, 1876,
Zion's church steeple wae twice struck by lightning. The
first stroke came at 5:15 in the morning. Then a gecond
storm built up during the forenoon, and at 10:45 another
bolt struck the tower, This time 1t ripped practically all
the weather boarding from the framework, but left intact
the supporting structure as well as the cross atop the
tower, Fortunetely, neither of the %wo bolts was hot enough
to start a fire,-

The question of fire insurance was & burning issue in

JMinutes Xey 18, 1876.

e e e §
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the Missourl Synod as late as the early part of the presant'
century.u' Therefore 1t 1s noteworthy that Zion Congregation
was carrying fire insurance at this time already.5 As a '
matter of foct, they had insured thelr church against fire
before 181:«8.'5 Lightning rods were also a hot question in
the Migsourl S5ynod during the nineteenth century.'? The ob-
Jectlon was much the same as that against fire lnsurance,
namely that it wes interference with God's will to erect
lightning rods. Apparently Zion's members and their pastor
were not concerned about this angle. They were concerned
about whether or not these things were reslly effective,
After the occurrence of the above incident, they wrote to
Professor H., Duemling of Fort ¥ayne, Indiana, asking for his
opinion as to the effectiveness of lightning rods. He replled
that, humanly speaking, properly installed lightning rods

aln 2 brief note to Prof, L. Fuerbringer in 1899,
President Schwan alludes to Synod's refusal to carry fire
insurance. GSee Appendix III E for a reproduction of the
entire letter,

5lcilnu1:es, May 29, 1876.

6114 llowing is the per-
d., December 18, 1848. The follow s
tinent part'of a resolution passed in that “‘°°tm§' w;.;zi;:or-
geschlagen und besohloszen dasz das Kirchangebaelrluer ot
3’:;1‘ $1200 gegen Feuers Gefshr versichert werde fue

X

?Prof. L. Steiner, one of the original staff members

told

at St. John's College, Winfield, Kansas, repeatedly :
- to lightnin
his physics classes about Synod's oPPOSWi:n f:gtléhat p g

rods on the buildings, and this desplte
largest building wag ﬁeing atruck by lightning onoe or

Beveral times each year.
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would be effective. Desplte his advice, the conémgatim
declded not %o inetall them since the building already was
insured, and because they had just recently incurred a

heavy debt. 8

A small group of individuals wasn't satisfled,
however. Un June 11 they were granted permigsion to in-

stall the rods at thelr own expenae.9
Silver Anniversary

Pastor Schwan had an especlally Joyful experlence in
1876. The congregation arranged for an elaborate celebra-
tion of his twenty-fifth anniversary as pastor of Zlon..

The first special meeting was held on July 2. In this
meeting it was decided 1) that although the anniversary

date was really August 31, they would celebrate the occasion
on Sunday, August 27; 2) that Professor Lindemann of 3ddieon,
I1linois should be asked to deliver a speclal address since
he had served the congregation for a number of years as
asslstant to Pastor Schwan; 3) that Trinlty Congregetlion

10
should be invited to participate in the celebration.

In the second speclal meeting, 1t was announced that
Profegsor Lindemann had Joyfully accepled the invitation to

speak, It was resolved that they present Pastor Schwan with

8-3-'11..nu§‘es, May 29, 1876,

9;_'f_3__1_§1_. , June 11, 1876.

10734, , July 2, 1876.
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a gold watch and a gold~-crowned cane. ! When the great
day finally arrived, the annlversary committee went to the
unsuspecting pastor's home at 8:i30 to offer their congrat-
ulation. AT ten o'clock a2ll the teachers and elders gathered
in the parsconage to accompeny Pagtor Schwan to the church.
Professor Lindemsnn led the procession, followed by the
elders. Next came Pastor Schwan, accompanled by his son
Paul and the Rev, H. ¥Weseloh. The trustees and the teachers
completed the traln. Professor Lindemann delivered the
semson, basing hls remarks on Psalm 12613: "The Lord hath
done great things Tor us; whereof we are glad.” In very
touching words Pastor Schwan expressed his deep appreciation
to the congregation for the love which they had shown him,
A second service was conducted in the ev'ening, with the Rev.
J.H. Niemann in charge. The choir sang in both services.
Secretary Schmidt closes his detailed account with these
words: "Thus the glorious anniversery (Jubslfest) came %o
an end, a celebration which no one, fortunate enough to have

taken part in 1%, will scon forget. "2

11 tly silver had not
Ibld., August 13, 1876, Apparently 2
yet been acct’apteg as the appropriate color for a tw:l::z'wftith
anniversary, or perhaps the people were not as cons
"Bmily Post regulations® as we are today.

12__,; jne Alx pages, wes
Ibid. The entire account, covering Al

written and ingerted into the mr'mtgg, after the celebration
had teken place.




CHAPTER IX
CALL TO HICGHER SERVICE - RESIGHATIOR

Schwan had been elected president of the iHissouri Synod
in 1878. At the end of his first term in 1881, he re-
quested to be relleved of this office because 1t was taking
up too much of the time that he felt he should be spending
in hie parish. His congregation and family were being neg=—
lected, and at the same time, 1% was lmpesslible to do Jjuastice
to the presidentlal office. Synod took hia rgquest into
conglderation, but did not relleve him of his dutles as
president. Instead 1t adopted a resolution that required
of ite president that he serve only as supervisory pastor
or as assistant pastor to whatever extent he would be able
to cio this in addition to fulfilling his presidentlal
dut:l.es.l Schwan was then re-elected prae.j.dent_, and in view
of the resolution, he resigned as pastor of Zion on May 30,
1881, "9ith deep sorrow"? the congregatian accepted his :
resignation, recégnizlng in Synod's re-election of 1ts pas-=
tor the Lord's call to higher service. Schwan gerved as

Vacanoy pastor until the Rev. Carl M, Zorn, former missionary

= tach th. Synode Yon
Synodal Bericht der deutachen Ev. Luth. g oA
Missourt: Ohlo u o Stasten (5¢. Louls: Druckerei des Con

cordia-Verlaga, 1881), D. é8.
Zany Ohio, Hay
ghnutes of Zlon Congregation, Gleveland,

30, 1881, oL ;
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in Indla, arrived %o talke charge. The last congregatlonalv
neeting in which Pastor Schwan fook part wes held on July
3313 1881.2 Pastor Zorn was installed on June 12 of that
gane year.h'

Bone time durling the next few months, the congregation
asked 1ts old pastor to ccoftinue as assistant to Pastor Zorn.
Pregident Schwan accepnted this invitstion and call, s_aying
that he would be glad %o preach and administer the sacra-
ments to them whenever Pastor Zorn requested hls services G
and his own dutlies permitted him to do so. He also expreééeﬁ
his sincere apprecistion to his fdear old congregation for
the trust and love which you have hereby manifested. God
bless Zion Congregation, teachers and lesrners, young and
0ld! Amen. 5

Aecording to President Schwan's report to Synod in
1884, he resigned his full pastorage in Zlon as soon as
feasible, and in lieu thereof accepted a positlon as as=
sistant preacher (Nuelfsprediger) for the three parishes in

o

East Cleveland.® He was still serving as assistent to his

31v1a July 11, 1881 and September 5, 1881, Cf. also

[—— AL ] L Tkt

L. Fuerbringer, 80 Lvent Yoors (5t. Louisi Concordia
Publishing House, 1’~)L‘§5, D. 200,
l Ll
"Festbuechlein zum 75=Jaehrigen Jubilaeun der EY, Luth.
Zlonsgemeinde (n.o., 1893?'?', De 5o |

5The quotation is taken from Schwan'e lct:arzggn%:“p
ance December 1, 1881. The letter is affixed 0

Ylnutes of December 5, 1881,
3
Synodal Bericht, 1884, p. 29.
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gon Paul in 1893.7
It was on October 29 of this same year that the churches
of Glevelend festively observed a rare occasion: the fiftieth
anniversary in office of the Nestor of Cleveland and Hissouri
Synod Lutheranlsm, Fresident H.C. Schwan. A report of the
celebration in Die ‘e\bondschgle serves to point up the high
egtesn with which the people regarded thelr aging pa.stof
and president. It alao reveals the deep and sincere humility
of the man. The report reads in part as follows: |
Puring these days the Lutherans of Cleveland, and
together with them a hoat of fellow-believers coming
fron all parts of the country, are observing a rara .
occasion....This occasion has not been observed until
today, the 29th of October, because the person who 1s
being honored kept his day of honor a secret. He
dosan'% like public demonstrations, and 1t may not
suit him at all to have to submit %o such a celebration
in his honor.”
This aversion %o fenfare is well illustrated by another in-
cldent tha® occurred in 1893. The Rev. Julius A. Friedrich,
a perscnal Cfriend and acquaintance of Pregident Schwan, re-
lays the story to us from Paul Schwan. The Norweglan
Lutheran Church had conferred on President Schwan the Doctor
of Divinity degree, honoris causa. When Sohwan got home, he
tore the certificate into pleces and tosssd them in%o ha

Tlre. This was not intended to be an affront to the Norweglan

Thie A3 per 26, 1893), 186. »Pr.
Die Abendschule, XL (October 20, ’ ;
Hermann hDuemi ing was éditor of the pubdblication at that tlme

8112_;_@_., p. 185.
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brethren, but merely indicated how Schwan disliked being

in the limelight.



CHAPTER X
SUM#ARY CHARACTERIZATION

Yhat was 1t thal made Schwan the asuccessful preacher
and pastor that he was? Let us hear those who personally
knew and worked with him,

In 1852, the same year that Schwan became a full mem-
ber of the iissouri Synod, he delivered a sermon to the con-
ventlon,l basing hls remarks on 1 Corinthians 9:24-2?13

Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but

one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtaln,

And every man that striveth for the mastery ls temper-

ate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a cor-

ruptible erown; but we an incorruptible, I therefore

80 run, hot as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one 7

that beateth the air: But I keep under my body, anhe

bring 1t into subjection: lest that by any means, “t_n

I have preached to others, I myself should be a eas

away.

In the choice of this text we note one of the reasons for
Schwan's effectiveness as a preacher. What text could be
more fitting for an audience of preachers than this one?

He chose texts that met the needs of his hearers, that were
aporopriate for the type of audience which he was addressing.
Synodical Reports tend to be very objective, with little or
NO praise for individuals. Therefore, when we find such a

n
comment, we sit back and take notice, for it must have bee

——

1 Ev, Luth. Synode von
Synodal Bericht der deut = el der Synode
31 ouri ~Ohlo u,a. m 5t., Louls: Drucker
on Missouri ete., 1852), p. 199.
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an unusual nlece of work to evoke the tribute, We find
guch a tribute in the Synodical Report of 1858. 9The vice-
president of Synod, Pastor Schwan, delivered...an unusually
comforting and beautiful sermon in the opening exercises of
the morning service. n2
The following outline of this sermon on John 15:1-8
again indicates how fittingly the text is chosen, how well
the content meets the needs of the audience,
There is no danger so long as we cling to the t:ue
Word and falth. 1) For then we shall remain in Christ
and He in us; 2) For then everything that we suffer
at the hands of Satan, the world end false brethren,
ecannot be anything but the faithful work of the Divine
Presser of the vineyard on His vines; 3) For thentwe
need not fear the terrible jJudgment pronounced on he
false and fruitless vines, for we shall not be 1ao_k%n8
in fruits that are pleasing to the Divine Gardener.
%¥hen the California-Oregon District of the Missouri
Synod was organlzed in 1887, President Schwan preached the
opening sermon which is characterized by the District Report
L
as "extraordinarily appropriate for the cccasion, *

In 1893 Dp. Hermsnn Duemling, editor of Die Abendsghule,

characterized Schwan se "a preacher of note, profound yot

d clear dlvision
of what Hr.

Practical and pepular, a model for form &n

of parts, "5 guffice 1t to clte only one example

2Ivad., 1858, p. 3.

3synodal Beright, 1858, p. 3» i
)
4 -0 Distrikts »
Synodal Berichi desg C or
Louis: Luth. Ganbrdia-Verlags 18871, p. I

5p1e Abendschule, XL (October 26, 1893), 186.
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Puemling had in mind. In 1883 Schwan preached on Psalm 2 at
the Centrsal Distrlcet convention. The introduction very
lucidly and convinecingly presents the fact that Christ can
EASILY be found 1n the 014 Testament, and that the 0ld
Testament presents the SAME way of salvatlion as that pro-
claimed in the New Testament. His theme "Kiss the Son,"
is divided into twe parte, Part I - Who is this Son? Part
11 - Vhat does 1t mean to kiss the gon?® One of the final
resolutions of this convention was that President Schwan
should have his opening sermon printed not only in Per
Lutheraner, but "because it 1s such an excellent introduction
to the doctrinal essay," that he should also have it pub-
lished in the Report as well.’ Sixty-five years later, in
1949, the late Dr. Martin Sommer told the writer, "I can
8t111l remember that sermon today!" Dr, Sommer, & preacher
of no mean reputation himgelf, tersely characterized Schwan's
preaching as "popular but not corrupt.® With this Judgment
agrees the Rev.. Julius A. Friedrich who saysi

B e e e eious . domon

man, and knew how to get things across to him. He wes

able to reduce the most diffioult thoughts into ert':

simple, terse statements that could be understood by

the most uneducated, simple laymen. He was & pop

ht ein
preacher, not an orator (ein Volksredner, nic
Kunatredﬁer). He atirred the peoplets hearts, gtirred

6 5 : D (st. Louis:

Synodal Bericht des mittlern Distrikte

Luth, Concordia-Veriag, 18631y P 3¢ ‘
"1o1a., ». 91
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them into action.
-Professor L. Fuerbringer points to Schwan'es akill in
using 1llustrations as another contributing factor for his
success as a preacher. Bays Fuerbringer:

He also used %o 1llustrate, eapecially for the lay
delegates, the progress in Christimnity, and again 1
must say, in his brief, clear, inimitable way he sald,
"Flrat Christianlity enters the head, and one learns
Christian doctrine and practice. Then it enters the
heart, and one becomes o true Christian, accepting
God as hls Father and Jesus Christ as hls personal
Savior. And finally the Christilan religion enters the
pocket book and urges the Christian to be a cheerful
and willingz giver for his Church,"

Fitting texts which met the needs of the audlence, ‘
logical outlines and progresalon of thought, thorough under-
standing of Scripture, profound thought clothed in simple
langusge, apt 1llustrations, & keen insight into the human
mind, a love for (tod end for people, these are the factors
that made Schwan a successful preacher.

What nade Schwan a successful pastor? Again we ‘shall
let those speak who had the privilege of knowing the man
Dersonally and observed him at work. Doctor Sommer, in his
own terse and cryptic style says:

Schwan, like his uncle Wyneken, was %ezggﬁuogf sthe
evangelical men. He gave everyone the aling with un-
doubt, ---Schwan was not afrald gf dsbrowg # the dis-
savory people, that is, with the l:zfd 45 fpontt
reputable charascters in sooclety. B ’ :

. anly man,
stand on dignity too much." ---He was a @
that i:? hegdidg't indulge in the effeminate practlice

: gk . Louls: Con-—
8L. Fuerbringer, 80 H%?ng'%& (&%
cordlis Publishing House, 1944}, P. g
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of gosslp. --~Ochwan was very good at giving private

advice, -~--Schwan 18 the one who sald: "If you come

to a stone you cannot move, leave it alone,® -—-=He

also said: "Don't try to push your head through a

brick wall; crawl over the top.”

Pastor Friledrlch tells seversl anecdotes which reveal
how deeply President Schwan was interested in the affairs
of 1l1ttle congregations, little pastors, and the 1ittle
man generally. Friedrich begen his ministry in a small
parish in Chattancoga, Tennessee. His predecessor had
completely i'uined the reputation of the Lutheran Church in
the entire town. Vhen Friedrich a.rrifed on the gocene, 1%
was impossible to buy so much as five pounds of nalls on
credit., The congregstion had a $1600 mortgage on 1ts
property - due in several months! And the people were
paupers - Friedrich's salary was twenty-five dollars yer
month, So he wrote to friends, relatives‘and acquaintances
2ll over the iidwest and East, but to !;:o avall., In desper-

atlon he appealed to President Schwan. Several weeks later

& letter arrived from St. Louis, In it was a check for

$1600! Along with the check was Fpiedrich's original letter,

but with this additional note, underscored in red ink:

"Schade, Help., Schwan.® Schade was a well-to-do doctor

in 8%, Louis, and took to heart the cryptic note which

Schwan had apvended to the letter. The check enabled the

8truggling congregation to pay off 1ts mortgage, and Schade

refused to charge interest for the firat th;'ee_y
The sum wag pald pefore the

ears, and

only two ver cent thereafter.
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three years were up.
Friedrich'r—; other anecdote points up Schwan's humility,

his sense of humor, his respeet for the common man, and his

polse in elite socliety.

The Tollowling anecdote 1s an explanation for hils
success both as pastor and as president of Synod. It
was at the conventlon in Altenburg. After the session
was adjourned, Preaident Schwan would retire to the out-
glde. There he sat down on an old stump, 1it his corn-
cob pipe, and with the farmers gathered round, ex-
changed pleasantriesz and jokes with them in Low German.
It was because of thils abllity that he was so dear %o
the hearts of laymen as well as fellow pastors. :

He was a common mon with uncommon gifts and ablli-
ties. For although he loved the common man, yet he
could move about in elite circles and feel perfectly
at esae there too.

Otto P'. Hattataedt, longtime profesgor of German at
Congordia College, Hilwaukee, Wisconsin, reminisces about
the men who played an important part in the Mlssourl Synod
Auring 1te childhood years.

Above 21l I must revive the memory of Dr. H.C,
when he was, of course, 2 regular attendan® “;’2" 1th
Synodical conventions, and I was always delighso o::ng
hls effability and kindness; for though I was a youre
mahn, he conversed with me as if I were 52 equh “put
the eynodical meetings he did not say veryhmr:ctﬁe day's
in the evenings, especlally after supper W stalker and
task was done, he was the moab entertaining s R
we could not but admire the fine humor with 8
sblced all his narratives...

n
Again we note his kindness, humility, respect for the commo

man, and hls sensze of humor.

——

# g
901:1:0 F, Hattstaesdt, "pergonal Heminisoenees.lgﬁ‘l :

§$ 3’8L‘& Higtorical Institute Guarterly, XIV (July,
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The Rev. Johaonn Strieter, many years pastor of S5t.
Johnts Congregstion at Newburg (part of present day Greater
Clevelend), rominisces that:

My relations to the nelghboring colleagues were of
the best. I visited them and they me, We frequently
conferred with one another, BSchwan was located in
Clevelend., tHe was our Senior...l know that on one
vceasion Schwan and Lindemann “hoofed" the five miles
out tc my plasce. I strolled over to Schwan gmotlcally
every ¥onday afternoon after school was out,10

The reader will recall Strieter's description of their ser-
mon studies. Agein Schwan's friendliness and interest in
the next fellew comes to the fore. This apparently 18
another of those cheracteristics which ecarried over into his
relations with the members of his perish and contributed to
hls success as their pastor.

Dr. Edmund Seuel, when asked %o characterize Schwan,
replied,

He was o man of few words, not at 2ll verbose, o
suffering from the disease with which a good Wﬂhen -
people are afflicted: dlarrhea of the mouth. it
corresnonded, he usually wrote on postal cards...fls
success was due to Godls blessing and his wonderiue, o
temperament. Ur, Schwan was a joyous Ghrlatliﬁe.wacter—
Jovial good humor was one of his cutstanding
istics, : :

Dr, Theodore Graebner, noted writer and professor of

ologlcal Semin=-
riza-

Theology and Church History at Concordia The

ary in St. Louis since 1913, adds this brief characte

tion: “Rev, Schwen was a well-balanced theologlan, unliting

'. strie
1050hann Strieter, Lobenglsuf Jo8 Johannesg Strieter

(n-P-, n.d.). Do 69’
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in hinself the qualitles of leadership with earnest plety
and solid learning. "1l

Dr. Francls Pleper, Schwan's cloge friend and successor
ag president of the !lssourl Synod in 1899, emphasizes
Schwan's glfts as theologlan and leader when he says, "The
entire Synod knowg how abundantly God blessed the departed,
a gifted leader in confeagslonal doctrine and practice.“lz

Dr, C.F.%. Walther, president of the liissouri Synod
for seventeen years and called "the most commanding figure
of the Lutheran Church in America during the nineteenth
century, "> vag a close friend of Schwen., In a letter to
the latter, he closes with these words: "I am Joyfully
looking forward to seeing you and my dear Wyneken cnce more
this year, God willing. 0ld friends, old wine,*1* ualther
elso thought highly of Schwan as a theologioal essayist.
Under date of April 10, 1867, he writes to Schwani

The doctrine of Ingpiratlion would no doubt be an

outstanding subject for discussion, also for the lay-
nen, proviged a good essay 18 gupplied. 1t seems to

11 ; : Builders," The
Th, Graebner. "The Founders and Some ’
Lutheran Witness, XLI (May 9, 1922), 149-130.

2tis 12prancis Pieper, Der Lutheraner, LXI (August 1, 1905),
al edit-

139he Goncordia Cyglopedis, L. Fuerbringer et 1927) ,

ore-in-chief (5t. Louls: Concordia Publishing House,
bPp. 804-805,

11+ (st. Louis: Concordia

L. Fuerbringer, Walther's Briefe ted
Publishing House, %913)’ 11, 98-99. The' letter 1s date

June “"l 1867.
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me that i the Reverends Dr. 8ihler or Stubnatzi or
Prof., Lange or a certain Pastor Schwan, and especially
the latter {ons of them that is) would agree to deliver
an essay on Inspiration, that each one of these, par-
ticularly the latter, would prodgoe an eassay which we
could dilscusas with great profit,.l5

Professor L. Fuerbringer offers a moré comﬁlete char-
acterization than any that we have cited. It gives us an
excellent portralt of the man, and in addition to many of .
the characterlistics already pointed dut, it emphaeizaé CER
peclally Schwan's evangelical character.

He was throughout his life a plain, simple, modest
wan, although, in fact, an outstanding member of our
church, 1

The convention of 1884 was the second time I saw

Schwan in the preaidential ohlar. . At that time I was
a student at the Seminary, and already in those days
he impressed me with his outstanding ability as a
parliamentarian, This I noticed even more in the suc-
ceeding years, when I was able to attend all ganera%h
conventions of Synod, and also after I had anteredi te
ministry, in his active participation in the Distr 'cived.
conventions in lMichigen, But before this I had rece
words of encouragement from that venerable man when
he was present at one of the catechetical exerciaeac 2
at §t. Louis and I had to catechize boys from i hros
on a section of the Catechism. I also had %o prea:he
for the Tirst time at a synodical convention whe:as
liichigan Dietrict convened in Adrian and 8°h"$en
in the audlence. And especially affer I had booh —
called to St. Louis and Schwan came to the Sgauegy at
hold the regular visitation, he always g lectures
my home; and when I asked him fto oriticise m'vx’x-ank and
which he had attended, he aid that in % veg was &
cordial way, whnich I shall never forget. to speak

- gentleman from head to foot., He knew Wheni dom was'an
and he knew when to be slilent. Pastoral wis
outatanding factor in his make-up.

151bida., pp. 89-91.
16Fuerbringer, 80 Eventful ¥Yearg, Pe 239.
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But I think I got to know him best as a young min-
ister, when at the District conventions he sat with us
in the respective parsonages and told us of happen~
ings in hls 1life, in his minlstry in Cleveland, and
in hls office ag Presldent. LCverything was %o the
point, brief but clear-cut,.,.

Schwan dld not try to do too much, did not engage
in everything and rush into i1t, but waited till it
came to hlm, considered 1% carefully, and then acted.
This scmebtimes created the impression that he waa not
intereated in certain matters, but 1t was pastoral wis-
dom and prudence which moved him not to do and to write
too much and arouse antagonism, That he did not shirk
his dutly is clear from the caref\% guidance of our
Church body in dlstressing daye.18.

In conventions, in church gatherings, and in private
contact, he was alweys the thoroughly evangelicael
fatherly adviser. 1 have just mentioned that he was
an evangellcal man, That s true to the letter. There
was nothing legalistic about him, Even as a compara=
tively young man he led the doctrinal discussions at
a convention of the Central District in 1862, and hils
thirty-two thesee against unevangelical practice were
printed in the Report of the Eighth Convention ‘1’5 that
Dietrict and are being used to the present day.

Schwan's circle of friends and admirers was not re-
8tricted to the members of hie own ohurch body. As pre-
viously noted, the Norwegian Lutheran Church in 1893 conferred
on him the honorary degres of Doctor of Divimity. Dre
Matthias Loy, eminent journalist, thecloglan, and longtime

president of the Ohio Synod, includes the following tribute

in his autobiography.

171014, , ». 2ut.
1821_1.3;2:1., 0. 249,

191pia,, p. 246. See Appendl
thes: theses.

x IV for a translation of
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A renark made by a friend in Cleveland, who had gone
through a simller experlence as pastor there, who was
always cheerful;, and whom I agked how he maintained
his cheerfulnsss under the persecutions he was enduring,
gald that overy Ulae a handful of nud was flung at him,
he ran Yo the Lord and received new grace, and prayed
for his enemles who knew not what they did, and went
on with hls work smiling. Thls man of God belonged to
the Mliszsourl Synod, with which ours was not on good
ternms; but I had not imblbed any prejudice against -
the body to which he belonged, and our slmilar conflicts
rendered us symvathetic; while his superior theological
equipnent and larger experlience made him a most valued
friend. Degar Dpr. Schwan, even. the flerce predestinarian
controversy which came a quarter of a century later,
could not sever the ties of frlendship, based on a
conmon faith and mutual sympathy in the suffering en-
tailed by its confession. Even in my latest affliction,
which geens to have ended the direct work of my calllng
in any official capaclty, he did not forget me, though
he, the older man by & good many years, had for-some
years before retired and had been honored by the well-
deserved continuance of his salary by the Synod which
he served so long and well,?20

««.l wos blessed with the acquaintance of men, suchras

Wynelienn and 3chwan, who knew gomething of men and 0

the Gospel, and therefore could distinguigh when the

flesh sesu=d to domineer over the spirit,

What was it thet made Schwan 8o guccessful as preaohe‘ r
and pastor? You have read the characterizations and opinions

of those who were his contemporaries. Important as all these

things ars, yet when Dr. Loy mentions the faith and prayer
life of Dr. Schwan, he strikes the key which set into motlon
and vibrated 211 the other strings — love, pumility, kind-

ness, sympathy, understanding, wisdom, patlence, prudence,

—

Ohio:

L 2034&1:1;?:19.5 Loy, The 8t of ¥y __.S.Lig (Columbus,
utheran Book Concern, 1905), p. 121-122.

#11bid., ». 193.
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humor. This iLs the key that produced the full and harmoni-
ous chord of the 1life and work of H.C. Schwan as pastor and

misaslonary.
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APPENDIX X

Paroghlal Tiecord of Zion Ghmrch During H.C. Schwan's Incumbency

{ i

e % e ld e gl
L2 2188 5 2 |§|5187 |88 I88 |4 |A
TS| 92 |1 [Bh (6] 50 |35 ik 43 15119
1852 {143 S4% ki 68 53113 630 |31127 | ‘
1853 fio Rpoons Gfvdn -~ 1~ [itnaonana oalie
1854 5126 75 17|92 113 20 1075 |43 {79 [5t. John, New-
N855 45 {2 | | P15 i1 22 1717 (471221
ié%ﬁﬁ_:,"” 140 14 20 189k |36(28 | - -
1857 | 7h :“ s {4 | 89 {69 10 1094 |19 {19 firinity formed
1858 | 87 90 |67 g1 1430 |23 (16
1859 | 77 100 |67 10 1528 |15 {12
1860 | 81 |1 2ih (5619 1496 110 {13
1861 | 83 |1 160 |68 12 1496 {13 20
?862 109 (2 | 70 |57 10 Q447 (91 {1538 17|21
?.863 o HBDOI‘]}’G Glven—~=-r- e - | :
;ls-sa 212 |3 | ohs (54 B3 691 {90 {1781 [18 {19
1865 P2t | 3 300 |85 17 L597 115 ji7iz |20 [31
5_.866 121 |3 350 171 514 1547 310 (1657 (18 29 2
3867 n2k | L 30 |79 bb P39k 130 2524 [16 f27 »
3.868 126 | &4 00 |68 B3 2343 |24 (37
3569 128 | 4 350 . 103 {»5 2376 120 [2496 |24 130




APPENDIX III
Letters

A

Cle K 176

Lieber Herr Doctor! develand, Eonnrit

Lassen Sie sich den Unmuth ueber unverstaendige Vaesch-
erel nich% bewegen, dle uebernommene Arbelt llegen zu lassen.
Nach meiner Ueberzeugung wird allerdings manchmal sehr un-
verstaendig gewaehlt, auch in dem bewuszten Fall ist das
geschehen, aber das ist schwerlich zu aendern beli unserer
Verfassung, und musz mit in den Leuf genommen werden. So-
dann, und das denke ich ist sowochl eine Entschuldigung fuer
dle Synode, als ein Trost fuer Sie, haben Sie aber auch
unleugbar mlt Schuld, da Sie bel mehreren Gelegenheiten und
zwar gehr dringend, selbst mit Traehnen, die Synode gebeten
haben, Sie zu diesem und Jenem Amt nicht mehr zu waehlen,
und ich bin fest ueberzeugt, dasz das gar manche bewogen
hat dem “alten Mann" Ruhe zu goennen die er gar nicht
begehrte. Dasz 8le sich noch bel vollen Kraeften fuehlen
lieber Herr Doctor, wofuer CGott gedankt sel, bestlmmt die
grosze Henge nun elnmal nicht. Sie sieht und hoert aber
das Alter an Gestalt und Sprache und bel Young America
Taehrt alles Alte schlecht. Sie sind es nicht allein, die
das zu fuehlen haben. Ich melnerseits haette nicht viel
dagegen wenn man mich auch bald auf den "Altenthell® setzte,
man wird mit mir auch schwerlich so lange warten, bis ich
zu Ihren Jahren gekoumen bin, Aber Jedenfalls 1lst beldes
Verkehrt, so wohl zu frueh alt sein und die Lasten los seln
wollen, als nicht alt werden oder dafuer angesehen seln
wollen, Das Richtige ist doch allein, zu thun, was man kann
und immer es Gott ueberlassen, ob es anerkannt wird, oder
nicht, Laeszt Gott es zu, dasz man beiseite geschoben wird,

wohlan! Er hat Niemand noetig; und kann aus Jedermann ein

Werkzeug machen, den unsererseins fuer unbrauchbar hlelte.
Also in Gottes Namen weg mwit dem Unmuth der wohl eben

auch bei zunehmenden Jahren leichter einstellt. Zelgen Sle
der Syncde einen frischen froehlichen ¥uth, machen Sie uns
ein schoenes Referat, das die Wahrheit aufdeckt ohne Saeure

und Graemlichkeit und dann lassen Sle es gehen, wle Gott
wili,

%1t herzlichenm Grusz

Ihr Ergebenster H.C. Schwan
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no date
{but it muat be 1879)

Theurer Herr Doctor!

(The first paragreph of this letter has no bearing on
thls thesls and hss therefore been omitted.) -

41t Paul steht es so, dasz gerade selne Leute drauszen
alle nicht blosz dasselbe Vertrauen zu ihm muendlich und
schriftl(ich) (durch eine Addresse) geaeuszert haben, son-
dern dasz sie ihn fast noch lieber Zutrauen zu haben scheinen.
Yaehrend bel den hlesigen die Sach noch in die Schaale hing,
gingen dle drauszen alles Eprnstes damit um, wenn man ihn
hier nicht moege, eilch zu einer eigenen Parochle zu er-
klaeren und Alles ohne Belhuelfe der hiesigen zu erhalten,---
Hier sind nun allerdings noch ein Thell und zwar gerade der
aslteren Glieder gegen ihn eingenommen, aber gerade dieselben,
die ebenso und noch mehr auch bis Jetzt auch gegen mich
eind, Man kann ja nun noch nicht gewlsz sagen, wie das endet.
Aber da doch bis Jetzt Einer nach dem Andern kommt und mir
8ag%, er scheaeme sich seines Betragens, so hoffe ich wenig-
stens, dasz eben kurz oder lang alle Aufrichtigen in diesem
Stueck zurecht kommen.

Algo: wie Sie mir ja auch zutrauen, dasz ich dle Sache
ansehe, Jetzt gleich darf Paul auf keinen Fall gehen, das
koennte eine Spaltung verursachen, Ob spaeter? das musz
darnach entschieden werden, welche Stellung unsere aelteren
Glieder hier einnehmen. ;

Gott sei Dank, dasz Paul so gut aus dem Affalre ge-
kommen ist., Dasz man nun desto mehr an mich will, er-
schreckt mich nicht so sehr. Will mich schon wehren, hab'

ein gut Gewissen 1n dleser Sache.
Seit Lindemanns Beerdigung haben wir bestaendlg Kranke

hier im Hause, Gott helf! Ihr
ergebenater H.C.S.
19 Febr,

Cleveland 16 Sept. '80

Theurer Herr Doctor!
Thr Christian, der mich zu meinder Freude gleich be-
suchte, hat mir das Naehere von unsers Stube. (Stubnatzi)
Ende mitgetheilt., Ich denke, aehnlich wird's mlr quoh mal
gehen und meinetwegen mag das bald sein. Habe von Allenm
genug, nur nicht von Gottes Gnade und die wird mir Jja beim
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Ende gicht fehlen,
a8z lch nicht zur Leiche gekomm '

hoffentlich nigmand dort usbel genommgﬁ g:g;n?;rgoﬁizar Ja
gﬁst eben von Canada zurueck und musz bald wieder fort nach

lcago und dann zur Westlichen Synode, Meine Leute werden
immer unwilliger und nicht chne Ursache. Ich fuehle, dasz
lch nicht blosz bei einzelnen laufenden Sachen zus dém Zu=-
sammenhang komme, sondern weil ich mir thoerichterwelse
allﬁrlei trouble um die Synode mache, dasz ich dadurch
gifkl%ch meiner Gemeinde entfremdet und entzogen werde.
ﬁaae_da elnen guten Adjunct. Aber er hat selbst alle
’aende‘yoil und dle Hit- Ja Hauptverantwortlichkeit fuer
?lles bleibt doch auf mir und das 1st's was mich drueckt,
S0 geht das auf keinen Fall lsenger, zumel nun noch mehrere
DlstrlFﬁe dazu kommen werden,

;ﬁpar ad rem. Grosz wuerde vortrefflich passen in Jjeder
Hinsicht, gewisz auch in Bezug auf das College. Aoer 1,
vaere es wirklich schade um Buffslo (wo man 1hn auch schwer—
}ich legsen wird) sodann, denke ich, dasz es der Districts
Aemte halber doch nicht noethig ist, Jemand von auszen zu
gerufen. Fuer die naechsten 2 Jahre ist erstlich mal Hiemann
“rasges. Und der wird, ich mueszte unlch fast sehr irren,
sein Amt in der Synode (und auch in der Aufsichisbehoerde)
80 fuehren, dasz man ihn wiederwaehlt. Aber geschaehe das
auch wirklich nich%, so sind Ja C. Schmids, Huetzel und
Andere da, den lieben :Sauer bhesonders nicht zu vergessen,
Endllch aber kann ich mit dem Allg. Praesidium nicht laenger
fertig werden, Man wird mich gewlsz los lassen. Dann hat
aber doch wohl Grosz dle meiste Aussicht. Und da die Synode
8ich entweder gefallsn lassen musz, dasz das Amt sehr ober-
Tflaechlich ausgerichtet werde, oder dem 4llg. Praeses von
seinen Pfapramt zu entbinden haben wird (wenigstens ihn so
zu stellen dasz er eigentlich nur dem Hamen und Schein nach
Pastor 18t} so wuerde der F&. Wayner Gemelnde auch noch nicht
gedient sein, \

Ich weisz deshalb in der That nicht, wen lch vorschlagen
gollte. Jedenfalls sollte man aufs College ernstlich mit
Bedacht nehmen und jemand waehlen der gl peri mit den Lehrern
syaende und einen guten Einflusz aufs Ganze uebte, Dazu
aber wuerde nach meiner Ansicht Liebt. (?) wohl nicht der
Hann sein. :

Fuer Huegli, seine Gemelnde in Detroll ueberhaupt waere
es gut, koennte er versetzt werden, Wenn Allward aus der
Lehrverwirrung heraus waere, wuerde er vielleicht auch gut
pagsen, MNuetzel koennte und gollte ein groeszeres Feld
haben. Er haette dann keine Zeit, Kopfweh zu haben. Doch
gas Alles sage ich strictly: entre nous. Hoffentlich werde

ich aueh in der Sache nicht gefragt.
In der Hoffnung, Sie in Chicago zu sehen und dort eine

Beichtrede von Ihnen zu hoeren, wie die in Indianapolis war,
S0 wie auch herzl. Gruesze von Haus zu Haus., Ibr
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ergebenster H,C. Schwan

Hat der sel., Stube. wohl, wozu ich ihn wie alle Distr.
Pragsides aufforderts, diejenigen in selnem Districte, dis
in der Gnadenwahl opponliren oder unruhig 8ind, noch be-
sonderg und dringend eingeladen, nach Chicago zu gehen?

D

S i Cleveland 7. April 81
Theurer Herr Doctor!

Ich weisz kein Wort davon, was Rohe und seine Gemeinde
thun will {erfahre es auch aus Ihrem werthen Schreiben nicht)
eben 80 wenig, wag Pr, Fuerbringer im Sinn hat., ¥ie konnte
%cp wohl in der Sache etwas thun und wie koennte ich es

evzL? ' - {
Dasz er sieh nicht an Ort und Stelle begibt, wo es
Hoth waeres, darueber habe leh ilhm schon muendlich und
schriftlich ernstilich Vorstellungen gemacht. ZEr behauptet

“er, des sel lhm unmoeglich und die Synode habe ihn unter
dleser ausdrueckllchen Bedingung erwaehlt.

Vielleicht hat es mehr Erfolg wenn Sle, da Sle zumal
auch jetzt(?) ven(?) der(?) Sache wissen, einmal ihm zu
Herzen reden und ihn dringend auffordern selbst zu kommen.

Jurch viel Ablehnen u. Fntschuldigen, was mir viel .
Schreiberel machte, ist dle Liste der Prediger fuer die
Synodalversammlung Jetzt dahin abgeaendert: Eroceffnung:
Prel. Craemer, Grosz; Freitag Abend: Spehr(?), Lindemann (?)
(der aber, weil neeh N.Y. versetzt nicht kommt u. fuer den
ich noch niemand hebe); Sonntags Evang.: Relnke, Steup(?)
(der auch viel Einwendungen hat); Epistel: C.C. Schridt,
Koch; Dienstag Abend: Stoeckherdt, Dreyer in Richmond; Pas-
Toral-Predigt: Zirich, Strileter.

fech habe auch gleich an Simon gedacht, Aber nun
schlaegt der lehrer-Collegium und zu meiner Verwunderung
auch die Aufsichtsbehocerde Zucker vor, Das wird, zumal kein
Grund angegeben wird, elnen niederschlagenden Eindruck machen
und wan wird wissen wollen: Warum?

Ich meine, hab's auch nach St. Louls gesc@rieben, gegen
das Columb. Bimonthly sollten wir sogleich in 8%, Louis
©ine) lonthly haben. Gar vielen in engliseh luth, und
anderen Synoden sind unsere deubtschen Publikationen unzu-
#aenglich, Was gle ueber uns erfahren, hoeren sle aus denm
Hunde unsrer Feinde zu ihrem und unserm Schaden. Da
80llt%en wir thun was wlr koennen, Und wir haben Gottlob -
genug die es nicht nur mit 4, dils minorum gentiumi Schuette,
Stodde, etc. sondern auch mit d, Jupiter Meximus Lgy auf-
nehmen koennen., Lange, Blachoff, Dledrich Crull, Eirich,
Niemann u, andere koennten durch original-Artikeln u,
Uebersetzungen etwas Gutes liefern. Yahrscheinlich bestaende
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dasg Blatt auch noch fort, selbst wenn es des Lutheraners
halben nlcht mehr noethig waere., ----~ Wenn Sie auch so
denken, wle ich hoffe, blitte, so ermuntern auch Sle die
5t. Loulser. ' ' .

iieine Frau erholt sich, wie es scheint, ein wenig.
Venn nur dieser erschreckliche ¥Winter eilnmal zu Ende waere!

11t herzlichem Grusz u. ¥unsch in Gott befohlen!
Ihr

ergebenster H,C, Schwan

B

: Cleveland, 8 Haerz, ‘99
Lisher Herr Professor!

Bitte nehmen Sie dies in die naechste Nuunmer der Luth-~
eraner auf., Von dem Unglueck in St. Paul werden Sle ge-
lesen haben. Ich welsz noch nicht wle hoch sich der
Schaden in Geld belauft. Unserer Finanz Verhaeltnlsse und
den suth der Synode wird es aber sehr schaedlich sein. Da
die Synode nun einmal nicht versichern will, sollte si? .
freilich desto bereltwilliger zur Hilfe sein. Got geb's:

it herzlichem Grusz
Ihr
Ergebenster H.C., Schwan
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APPENDIX 1V

Propositions on Unevangelical Practice

Evangelical practice eonsists not in this, that we tesach
and treat nothing except the evangelical negsage (the
Gospel), but in this, that we treat everything in evan-
gellcal fashion,

Thls meansg that since we expeet Justification before Cod,
the renewal of the heart, and the frults of %the Spirit
only through the Gospel, we in everything that we do
have this one thing in mind, to give free courss and
sway %o the Gospel. ;

For this very reason, when we follow evangellical practilice,
we do not discard the Law or make its edges dull through
bringing in the Gospel, but we rather preach it with all
the more serlousness in its full severlty, however in
svangellieal fasghion, ‘

The Lew 1s used in an evangellcal way if it 1s employed
solely for the purpose of oreparing the soil for the
evangelical message {the Gospel) and of submitting a
dlvine norm for the nanifsstations of the new 1ife which
spontaneously arlses through the evangellcal message.

1% L3 not evangelical practice to cast the pearls before
the swine, but much less 1s it evangelleal practice to
kXeep them in one's own pocket.

Evangelical practice drops not one iota of the things
which Cod demands, but it demands nothing else and no
more than faith and love. 1
Evangelical practice demands manifestation of faith and
love if we desire to be saved, but it does not issue
commands about their various manifestatlons as far as
alm, amount, and mode are concerned.

Lvangelical practlce demands fulfillment of even the
smallest letter of the Law, but 1t does not make the
atate of grace dependent on the keeping of the Law,
Lvangelical practice endeavors indeed to prepare the way
Tor the operations of the Gospel by the Law; but it

does not endeavor to ald the Gospel in its real runotiong
by the Law; and since 1t expects the fruits of the
Spirit to be produced solely by the Gospel, 1t 1s willling
to walt for them, too.

“vangelical practice considers nothing an essential gain
that does not come through the Gospel, that 1s, through
faith; therefore 1t rather bears with all manner of
defects, imperfections, and gins than to remove them
merely in an external manner,

Evangelical practice limits pastoral care (Seelsorge) to
specific applications of the Law and the Gospel; the
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serutiny end Judgiln : ,
ghe Seircher gfdﬁeagtgf the hearts it leaves to God,
=Vangelloal practice insists on good human o :
f}l%l-mOPe does 1% 1nsist on Chr%stian liberggeréngugor
ggi; ;gaazz %t 1etstad;anhugg remaln real gdigéhogg,
i eaves the de % :
QOHﬂci%nce of the lndlvidcisfon concerning them %o the
wvangelleoal practlice is falthful in 1i%ttle things:
Euleoyalders matters in their larger aspgctahi:gs' 722
Gotelity more lmportant than individual details.
~0 be wlse as serpents, to redeem the tlme,; not to let
=atan galn an advantage over us, to become all things
¢0 all men in order that by all means some might be
g?vad,ﬁare likewlge elements of evangelical practice.
wvanigellcal practice le equally fer removed from
sitinemian and from legalistic practles.
hfﬂﬂﬁe}ica§ knowledge and dlspositicn should issue in
evangelical practlice, but do so rather seldom and
glowly. :
veually we do not advance beyond legaliss, or we Fall
into Antinomian laxity; to such an extent the Gospel
13 Toreign to our nature,
ners ls denger in both directions. For us at present
tae groater danger ls still in the direction of legalism.
Apart Trom the natural tendency of the old Adaum and our
origin in pletlstic cireles, ete., our present situation
and the necessary reactlon agalnst the prevalling moral
laxity in prineciples and in life are responsible for
?his state of affairs.
Op how wany are there not who secretly fear more to give
viie Diesslings of the Gospel to an unworthy person than
to deny them to a poor sinner or to curtaill them? uhose
congcience is not hindering him %o follow the example of
“aul and to become all things to all men? But where
this is the case, one surely still finds legalisftic
practice,
Legalistic practice does not consiat in thils, that one
does not treat anything except the Law, but in this,
That one treats everything in a legalisfic manner, that
18, 1n such a way that one's maln aim is to gee to 1%
that the Law gets its due and that one tries to ac-
conplish through the Law or even through laws what only
the Gospel can accomplilsh, :
in addition, the more (as is often the case where the
inner motive power really still is the Law) flery zeal
asserts itself which not even permlits love to bDe the
queen of all commandments, which sgpurns Christlan wladom
a8 its counselor, and which even when it appears merely
to teach, to reprove or to admonlsh, in reallty applies
coercion, and at that the worat kind of 1t, naumely,
moral coerclon - all the more unevangellical our practice

~
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gets to be,
ggg;gﬁggliggléoiegaligzie practice is found not only in
5 Ahe "h gregations, but likewlse in schools and
i Jones, and besldes in our fraternal intercourae.
"aehigsuances of unevangelical practice which are still
moat irequent with us in the realm of ministerial work,
uile cure of souls, and congregational government are
perhepa the following:

o ig sermons: overabundent castigation (durchgelsseln)
of individual sins, unwholesome conditions or per-
Aavs even of matters of personal dislike -~ the
Dﬁrgraying of well-known sins of well-known persons,
‘nstead of laying bare the bitter roots out of which
a}l evll frults grow - mere so-called testifying
without real instruction and admonition - unnecessary
0¥ premature or unedifying polemlcs - urging that
repentanee and fsilth be manifested, inastead of
preachlng that which produees repentance and failth -
= platlatle clagsification of the hearers - attaching
conditions %o the Gogpel promises (Verklausullierung
des Dvangelii) - preaching faith preponderatingly
o8 %o 1%a sanctifylng power - presentatlon of the
grace of God only te build demands on such pre—

~ sentatlon;

B. YWith respect o Confesslon and the Lord's Supper:

To demand more for admigsion than is absolutely
required for its salutary use = aschoolroom catechizing
and Inquislitorial searching of the hesrt of those
announeling - postponing reprocf 11l announcement

Tor Gommunlon or Confeasion ~ to uvae refusal of

Holy Communlon as 2 coerclve, terrifying or dis-
ciniinary means - to refuse even when a atate of
unrepentance cannot bhe proved;

2. Yith respect to Baptlsm:

To bz either unwilling to baptize chlldren of
heretics or unbelieving people who, however, are in
contact with the Word (dle unter dem Schall des
Yortes leben), aven if there 1s no intrusion in
somebody slae's domain (in ein fremd Am% greifen)

or only after various human guarantees have been
siven - to put the acceptance of sponsors on a level
with admigsion to Holy Communlon;

d. At marrlages:

To refuse to perform marriages of people who are -
outside the congregation even Af they ars not®
manifestly wicked - a metlculous insistencs on a
certaln form of parental consent and of engagement;
¢. At funerals:

Abgolute refusal of burial in the case of all who
did not somehow belong to tha congregation or at
lenst requested the visit of the pastor -~ adhersnce




25,

158

to the prineinle that at every funeral the sal-
vaylon or damnation of the deceased muat be asserted
publicly, that sins have to be castigated and the
nceaslon must be used to take a fling (anzustechen)
at the sing and fallings of thes survivors;
f« In the care of souls: :
Gonstant trimming and pressing (hobeln und feilen)
on everybody $ill all wrinkles have been removed —
acceptance of every kind of gossip (Zutraegereien) -
mixing into house, family, and motrimoniasl matiers
aven 1T no public offense has Dheen given - to judge
of one's attitude of heart on ths basis of a few
worda and works - the application of moral coereion
shrough exaggeration, ete.;
e In congregational government and church discipline:
axaggeraved demands at the reception of new members -~
2 denlal of, or persumptory fixing of time limlts '
Tor, participatlion in the spiritual treasurss of the
vhurch as a guesat, especislly for attendasnce ai
the Lord's Table - mandatory luposition of dues on
chursch members, requiring the same amount from all -
or coercive taxing of the indlviduals, - use of
church digeipline as 2 neasure sgainst matters which
are not evident, mortal sins, or even against ssli-
provoked sina - Lo consider 2 vperson as convicted
in his own mlnd or as opvosing mallclously bscause
he is not able to reply %o the srguments and charges
witared agalnst hlm, or even sssenlis - to lay more
welght on the correct form of the proceedings than
on the achleving of the purpose of the disclipline -
to demand the same form and the same degree of
nubliclty for all confesslions of sins which may have
%o be made - the endeavor to make the chasm bstween
those who are in and those who ars ocutside the con=-
gregation really large, ilnstead of bullding Dbridges
for the opponenta and for those who are on the

outside, 5
Legalistic practice in itgell makes the Gospel law, the

La§ a taskmaster (but not unte Christ); it makes con-
fession a torture, the cure of souls hypoocritiecal
fawning; the Sacrament a testlmony and seal that one 1is
acceptable (%o the pastor); it makes Christian liberiy
a mere pretense, church disciplline an oppresslon of
consciences, the people painfully meticulous, self-
righteously pharasaleal, and the church a2 police

inatitution.

Legalistic practice has the appearance of greater
consclentiousness, courage, and guicker succeas only for
the blind. Looked at carefully it lacks true courage

to sllow God to relgn and His Word to work. Its

congclentiousness is that of an erring consoience and in
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1%gel? one of the greatest hindrances of the working of
the Law as well as of the Gospel.

27. Legallistlic practice behooves no church 1ess than the
Lvangellical Lutheran.

28, To make fine customs of old established churches the
standard for such ag are in process of establishment -
is not Lutheran.

29. There are plenty of thinge in which we cannot ayoid
glving coffende; let us not give it by unnecessary
severity in practice.

30 Let us courageously make an end of all unevangelical
)PPLLLCS, but let us not forget that there 1s but one
sten from legallatlc to antinomian practice.

31. Antinomisn practice would beware of legalism and would
eifect everything only by the Gospel. DBut since 1%
lacks the gseverity of the Law 1t also lacks the fervor
of the CGospel. Therefore it will result in laxity and
unu;:clplinea conauct.

32, I¥ we fell from legallstic into antinomian practice.

@vil has becoume vorege.

Hote: Vhe above transla ion is taken from the Appendlx of
sneaking the Truth in Love (Chicago: The ¥illow Press,
'c': Z lorth Halsted), po. 77-80. -It is largely the work
© the sainted £.7. Buszin (p. 5). A reprint o;‘thist
translation is found ia the Qogggrd;a.gbgg;gg;gali_ggzhr_
Ly for Hay, 1945, The original German will bg found in
the Synodal Bericht deg mittlern Districts, 1862,
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Miscellanea

Yuch of the information concerning Dr. Schwan's persen and
personality was gained through personal linterviews of nen

who were personal friends and acquaintances of Dr. Schwan.

These men werel

1. The late Dr, Karl Kretzmann, curator of Concordia
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Higtorical Institute until his death in 1949.

2. Dr, BEdmund Seuel, 2000 Bellevue, St. Louls, Missouri,

iormer manager of Concordls Publishing House, Bt.
souls.

L)
L]

The Rev. Julius A, Friedrich, pastor emeritus, now
living in 8¢. Louls.

L, “he late Dr. Mertin 5. Sommer, professor at Con-
cordlia Theclogical Seminary urtll his retlirement 1in

1948, and assoclate editor of The Lutheran Witnesas
wntil his death in 1949,
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