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Finally, on the lat of Risan, llhich :would be about April, in the 

79.Br 4S8, Ezra and his band of 6ooo ailes, equipped with a royal edict, 

provided Td. th ri.ch contributions, :lnapirad with a great religious P111'Poae, 

and confident that the hand of their Ood waa upon them, b.egan their long · 

and dangerous journey- to Jerusalem. 8 

There ·was litt.le choice aa to the route which this upeditiion could 

take. They 110 doubt, .foll.cmed the sea course as that taken by Zerubebbel 

maJ17 years be.fore. This ilOUld take them up the Euphrates River on the left . . 
or eastei'n bank, since travelling on this side \'iOuld be easier and eater. 

Tne f':h,st lap or their journey brought them from Babylon to Is or Hit, 

knomi today as Ahava, a dis~nce of about 140 miles from the capital cit:,. 

Here the cmpedi tion pitched camp tor three days and Ezra took this oppor­

tuni ty t o record the names of those returning to Jerusalem. Huch to Ezra I s 

di&ma7, no La-,.,·i tes r.era p::."8aent in the compal'J1'. Uassengers •re sent to 

the vil l age or Casiphia., a Jewish settlement nearb7, and the Jews there 

readily resp~nded. 1birty-eight Levites and 220 Hethinim joined the parv 

of retumin« exiles. After tasting and humbling thmlselves before God, .a • 

and mald.ng confession or their sins and throwing themselves entire~ upon 

His mercy-, the par-cy continued the journey- to. Jerusalem.
9 

The next part or the:lr journey brought them to Kbabour, and from there 

they travelled to Belik and tinall:r to Balis nhere they crossed the Euphrates 

River on t he Syrian side or this ton. After journeying into the Valley ot 
10 

the Orontes they- travelled aout!mard into the Land of Palestine. 

Brlalter F. Adeney, Ezra, ?lehemiah !!!! Esther (Ho Yorks George H. 
Doran Co. )., p. 122. - . 

9aeorge Rawlinson, !!E• !!!•, P• 29 tt • 
10 ~., P• ~2 tt. 
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T".ae party of e.ules arrived in Jerusalem on the first dq ot the 

fifth mon·'-11 or Ju4'. Thay had been tour :months upon their journe7. The 

direct distance between Babylon and Jerualem ia approximate]¥ $20 ml.lea, 

but the circuitoua route· i1h1ch th91 followd aasil1' doubled the distance. 

Various stops had to be made a~ng the 1,ay ao that Ezra might deliver 

the "king's colTElliasions" to the various rulers. It can be sate~ esti­

mated that the exiles averaged approximate~ e:lght miles a day as the;r 

11 
journeyed h01iW\1ard to Jerusalem. 

11lbid ., p. 3S f. --



OBlP'lD. IV 

EZRA .AID TD DBBIIGE llll'Olud 

I'b seems strange that Ezra delqed so great a length ot t1ma before 

he set int o oparation his r.ork ot reform. As untioned before, ha had 

been ·informed while yet in Baby'lon ot the conditions that prevailed in 

Jerusalem., of . the· mixed marriages, ot the religious 1nd1tferenca ot his 

countrymen and of their general laxitq :ln all mattera both moral and 

'religious. A period ot tour months pasaad before any action '1aa teken 

by Ezra . fie msy have spent this . time atudy:lng conditlons and receiving 

reports of t he s i t uation. F~, _ho'r.8V81", the time had come to seize 

· this evil by t he roots and destroy this cancerous growth.
1 

God ' s commandments forbidding mar.r.iage "1th the Canaanites end -which 

had been gl va11 to the people through Moses na being openly' transgressed. 

Concerning these heathen God had said to Bi-a peoP.le, "T"J\T ·daughter thou . . 
shalt not gi ;ra unto his son, nor his daughter shslt thou take unto tby 

son" (Deut. 7:3) ~ Even though this·. comnandment bad been brol:.en on a 

numbor of occasions before this t:i.E, it seems that now it was torgoiiten 

in its enti:rety. Foreign J!IUTiagea had become matters of.everyday occui"!'mlce. 

\rives had been taken from the Ditties, Par:l.szitos, Jebusitea, Canaanites, 

.Amni tes end .Amori tes. '1he Levites and pr:l.eS'ta wre as guilty in this 

atter as v,iere the common people end the upper classes bad espacialJT trans­

gressed this commandment. And the consequences uere such as '1ould be 

upected. Idolatry ns nav being tolerated in the Holy Land; superstitious 

,Udolph Kittel, Great ifan ~ KoTementa !!! IaraGJ. (Rn Iorkl The 
llacm:! lJ a11 Compan,y, 1929 )., p • ""Ji22 • : 
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practices had crept into rel1g1~ atta1ra and the purity of worship TlBB 
. . 

seriously endangered. !he m1nd i1aff1a«e8 \i8l"9 gravely endangor:l:og botb 

the moral and rel:lgiollB 1:lfe of h:la countr.,mrm. 2 
. . . 

'1'he manner 1n· ~h:i cb Ezra proceeded seems to BD818St to us that he· 

wished to utilize public opinion rather tban force and violence to achieve 

hi~ go~. H~ creeted a ceref'ullJ' considered scene 'ffllich renlJ.¥ axpresaed 

his feelings · and was also calculated to make m 1mpress1oq, upon the masses. . . . . 
In the ~tic sty-le which :la quite natural to an Oriantel, he rent bo·th 

his tunic end mmtle and tore tmt hair trom· his head and his lon.,~ pries~ 

beard. It. was a sign of his horrified and startled ·emotions. · Through the . . 
long hours of t.}ie summer· afternoon he sat amazed and silent on ~ Temple 

pavement.3 

· At. . tho time of the evening aacr:ltice, Bara· poured forth him heart, to 

God in prayer. In this outburst 'Mich ha addressed to the Almlght.,y r.e see . . 
the true character of this great Scribe. The prayer conta:lns not a single 

p-etition . He identified himself nth his people, innocent though ~ "mis 

in this parti!=ular transgression of God• a lm1, and pleaded u:1 ~ God. to 

look m-arci tully ·upon Bis people because of "our iniquities" end "our tres­

passesri. Pi."O~_trete id.th self-humlliation he cried, no qr God, I am ashemsd 

and blush to lift m:, face to Thee, '118 God." In this manner Ezra l'lB8 hope­

ful o,f movi.'lg the people to share :In his feelings ot shalila and abhorrence 

tor the practices mi~ he TIU now deplo~W. He• vaa nll aware that the 

~tional life of these people hung on God' a good pleasure-that if they 
. . 

~eorge .Rawlinson, bra and Hehem1ah~ :!'!!!!£ ~ !!!!! ~ (Hee- Yorks 
Anson D. F. Randolph and-00., ~23), P• j8. . 

· lr,a1:a."- T,I A.:i~"- Esra Hehemiah and Esther (Bew Yorks George_ B. 
• l,G'.t;"' 1,,·. u,;.;._.,., _, ~~~ -
Doran Co •. ), p. 133 t. · . · 
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should again tall nw by' opc,nq tranagreaain;r Ood' a comandlllenta a1't9r 

just having been miraculoual,1' ratumad from tho Captivity', God's ancer 

lfOUld bo so gi.•eat that then ahould be no remnant or eacaping.4 

Ezra' s prayer and conrosaian, h:la griavoue weop1ng and proaiz,;te 

huml.liat i on before G~d had its desized effect upon tiM., people. As the 

ner,a spread throughout the ci'ti', a great congregation of man, "IRm9n and 

children -assem':>led before the Temple to gaze upon tbia strange sight. 

Perhaps some already realized the o~ course which waa o~ to them, the 

violent rupt ura or boma tied, tho ~overance of husband and \lite, of parent 

and child, the complete aacritica of human low on what appeared to be 

the alt ar of duty to God.S 

To Ezra I s delight,· Shechaniah, the son of- Jehiel, one of the leaders 

in th com:nunity stepped forward and, as spokesman for the people, con­

fessed his O\"m and the nation's sins and promised Esra that he would llo.ve 

. their full cooperation· 1n rooting this evil out of Israel. ile besoU3ht 

Ezra to ari::ie; to be of good courage, and to procaaa with the 110rk o£ 

tearing asm1der the marriages which vere threatening the lif'e ot the 

Judean co~un:lt y. 

Ezra i mmadiate]3 extracted an oath from the poople ~aembled before 

the Temple, from the clergy and tho laity, that thq 1i0ul.d uaC11te this 

covenant. Messengers ware qui~ sent throughout the area surrounding 

Jerwrale SW!f.10nL-,a ill the people ot Judea to gather in the courVc1.rd 

ot tho Temple within three dqs, under severe penalt7 should my refuse 

to come. After the congregation had beon asseamled Bzra once again 

4oeorge Ra-rrlinson., 21?.• !!.!!•, P• ho. 

Swa1ter F. Adene;r, 9.2,• cit., P• 142 ·t. 
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repeated his demands and the people again approved them. Hem~, since 

the rain7 season was upon them, it being about the month or December, 

and since the task trould require •Jll8D7 d81'a., this work waa banded over 

to 11 committee over which the leaders of the congregation pre,ided to­

gether with Ezra. Tho courts convaned and the divorces were granted. 

No one escaped t l1is doDiBstic· reformation; even though soma opposition 

arooe, within three months the alien branches are cut off from the 

vine of Israel. 

Ezra's record 0£ governorship concludes rather abruptl.1' at this 

point. After giving the names of those who had-taken strange \Tivos, 

Ezra br:in3s his orm Book to a close. He disappears ~ the scene for 

f'ourtaen years, returning 1n the year Wah B. O. during ~ehend.ah' a governor­

ship. A period of about e:lght months had paasac:1 bet\Teen Ezra I s arrival. 

in Jerusalem and t.)ie completion of this raform movment. It seems that 

at this ti."IIE: Ezra 'W3S either recalled by' Artaxerxes to B,m7lon or he ~ 

have ratumed ot hi9 own accord t ·o report on the general conditions of 

thG> Palestinian province. 



'lHE IHS!fmrl'IOII or ~ LA.l7 .um 'ml •s BBLATIOIS 

Yi1'm IBBBlltAB 

It was not until fourteen J"lar& lat.er that Esra reappeared on the 

scene. Some historians are inclined to believe that Esra spent these 

years in Jerusalem where he laboured ~ 1n training and educatiJJg 

a number or j udges and scribes who would be capable of governing and 

ruling over the Judeen commun1 t,J. Others again are of the op1nion that 

Ezra returned to Babylon either by order of .A~rDa or of his 0m1 

accord, whera he spent these fourteen :,ears among his countrymen. The 

lnt ter view se9149 to be ~ mat probable. This vie\T nould account for 

~he abrupt terr._d.nation ot Ezra I a narrative and tor the relapse of the 

Je\\"B into "their former irre~ities which y,-as BO, apparent at tbe ~ 
. 

of Ezra I s second :return described in the Book of Nehemiah. Bad Esra been 

· on the scene in Jerusalem :ne can scarcel1' l>eli~ that be w,uld have per­

mitted the conditions :ln Judea to fall to such a iow ebb. Socialq., 

religious'.cy- and morall7 tho people again wre 1n a bad 'ff&Y'• i'he st.wt, of 

t.1le Law was ~ being neglected. The Temple wrsh1p was baiDg per.tormd 

in a aloven..cy- manner and the House of God ,ras even baing oed b.r unscru.­

pul.o'lu, per sons for their cr.m private use. Once again JlmV' ha~ entered 

:lnto mimd m.e..'"Tiages. On these grounds, it seems beat to conclude tbat 

Ezra spent these t~~ years betnen k58-labk B. C. at Babylon-or else-
. 1 

where in tho Persian Empire. 

1aeorge Rawlinson., Ezra ~ lehmld.alia 1'he:lr Lives and ~ (Nn Yorks 
.Anson D. F. Randolph and~,1923), P• L4 r.-
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Heammile, the Judean COBiU4 t7 11aa be1Dg rnled 'bJ' one, 1.-bendab, a 

govemm·, nhom Arte.xer.ms had sent from BabJ'lon to rejuv'enat.tJ tba Jewa in · 

Jeruaa1.em. Uehemieh "f!lf':Y have been clirectl;y roaponaible for 8WlliD0ning Ezra 

f'rom Baby'lon, or Tlherever he n;y have beon a~ the tme~ to assist h1m in 

carr.,11'-G out. the reform m>rk that was needalao badl¥. It is strange that 

neither of these J!l91l maka mw d11"ect reference in their :roapective T:Orks 

as having ?i'Crked together in an.r raformato17 ffl>rk in Judea. But it is 

generally- ad.mi tted and bellevad that these 'tT1o men lived and lab6ored 

. together nt thio point 1n Jer,1.sh histor.,. Beh~ and Esra \\'81'0 ex­

collentl,y .t':i.tted to o.ssiat and :supplement each other. On the one ·hand, 

Nehemiah tms a born political leader, a statesman, a 118ff1or ,mo was nll 

auitnd to r.rapple tdth and overcome an.r danprB tbat might arise. Esra, 

on the o·thel· hand, -was a teachez:, one who waa able to conv:lnce, persuade, 

instruct, educate and to gl11.de the people :ln the true k:nOTrledge and pure . . 
religion. Uehemiah was wll prepared to cope 1d:th the extema1 ditfi-

. cultiea; Esn. ftS well equipped to deal with BD7 internal. matters, espe­

ciall;r ,d.th tb& !ilOral and religious problems of the people. 2 

Ez;r,a' s arri"tal in Jeruaalwn seems w ha.To precedad the time for the 

oboerv-ance or the Feast or the i'al>orffaclea, ~ celebrated 1n the 

season of i'all ar.tsr"the crops had been gatbared fzrollL tho f:lslda. Evan 

t.'1ougl1 this i"estival had been restored by Zatubabbel upon his arriva1 

at Jerusaleli1 (Ezra 314), it had s:tnce then bean neglected. Upon h1s 

arrival E::-.ra in~ded to re-introdnce this testinl.. Bia object was to 

revive tha Judean cOJD.'fflUlitY" tram the state of dapresa:lon int.o 11hich it 

had i'a1.len since hie first v1sL t to the oiV• Since it RS tho seventh 
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month of the year, the Jubilee IIDlltb, • .a t:lme tor joy and rejo1c1ng, 

Bea read fr~ God's Word those pusagea 1lhich raqu1red the celebration 

of the harvest festival ,·d.th ~aa and t.hankag.l.Ying and 1ns1sted that 

the people he~d llis wo~. 2ha 1nbabi~ta poured from the citq and 

:1.n:tc, the countr,yaida where. they' gathered the branches, the houses "We 

built and the people gave themselves up to re3c,1cing and festiv11;J'. Dal' 

after ds::j Ezra read to tbe congregation troa the Book of the Lar. of the 

LordJ :£or seven days t.'le feast was kaptJ ~ the eighth daJ' the "solemn 

assembly" t;as held. 

'l'he festivities baing over, the. Jan 11ho had assembled trom all. parts 

of Judea no doubt expected t.o be dismiaaed :that they m1ght retum to their 

homea. But a turther rel:lg:l.ous duty- \1U imposed upon them. After a day 

of rest, iille seco11d da;r was set aside as a dq of humiliation and absti­

nence; a confession of sin had to be made and the people wre to renew 

thair coven.'Ult with God.· It was to this that all or the prer.Loua 

solemnities-the reading and mrpg)llld1ng ot the Ln and the keeping of 

the Feast o:Z the Tabernacles-had been :Intended to lead up. Ezra seized 

this occasion to introduce rofoms_ of a neepibg nature. Bena deter­

mined to strike while the :lron ~ hot, vhile the people 1'181'8 penitent, . . 
consciOUB of their sin and. datermined to renew the:l.lt lives. His am 

tlllB to induce the people to make a aolemll prof'oas:l.on of the complete 

acceptance or the Law and hence£~ to ]4w up to it.3 

All mmt r.oll tor Ezra. The people -aere d8epq moved. On the 24th 

dl\V' of the month they- assembled with tasting, with sackcloth and earth 

upon tllem m1d read:lq contea&~d ~ a:tn. Durin3 the first fourth part 
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of the ~, po.sasses from the Lmr '1191'8 read to the people-; during the 

next three hours the people knelt and ~ntaaaed their Bins, then broke 

into a so~ of praise and bleaa:lng to ~ 1n a set form ot 110rda 1di1ch 

Esra probably Co:11POaed and 'l'lhich • lun'e recorded in the Book of 'Rehamlah 

(9.iS-38) .. Fitt~ ths mercies of Clod were :recounted and Bia farther IIIBl'CJ" 

mm appee.led to. 'lhe covenant wao then renenad, · ~t by 110zd of mouth, but 

in a documentary f'om (Ueh. 9• 38), 11hich bad been drawn up and to which 

Ilehemiah., Zado~ the Scribe; the heads of the priest]¥ families, t.he chief 

Levites end .1':lnally the princes appended their seals, (Heh. 1011-27). 

The rest of the assembq, priests and laymen; male and temals, were 

callccl upon to bincl themselves to•' rm oath and a curae, 11to walk m God's 

law" and "to observe and do all the commandments of Jehovah, their Lord 

mid His j udgments and His statutes• (Heh. 10128, 29). 

There seem to have been ap~d certain protestations on particular 

points of rcligim1a obsGrV'&nce to t,h1s general p:rond.ae or obedience ~ 

the Lau ""'hich the people S\'IOre that tJie:, TJOUld keep :ln f1'l1ff7 letter. 

Through t.1le joint eftorta of Iara and labem:lah, tmpeople are called upon 

to observe these points ·also. Among them was the old and vexed question 

ot intermarria~e with the heathen (Neb. 10130), the proper obs8l"V'ance 

of the •Sabbath and of' the sabbatical year (Beh. 10131), ~ faithtal ~­

ment or tho first fruito (Bah. 10135-37) and ot the tithes, and the 

adequete support of th9 i'ample service year after 19ar ~ the volun~ 

~tferirlgs of tha faithful (Heh. 10:.32-34). These various retol'IIB, even 

though they increased the bardena of the Ju.daan conmunity and re?tricted 

their liberties, still called out •the patriotism ot the people and mkD 

up their religious zeal. 
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The tm.e l:lmits in mich thoae two Hebrew leaders TiOrked 1s UllC9rtain; 

but it appaara that their work~ begun and completed 1n a matter ot a 

fw month!!.. ?feher.dnh1s book baa few chronological notices. H:l.a governor­

ship lasted for about tfialvo years; it cannot bs definitely' eat.abli:lhed 

during uhat period. of his governoraidp theso two an itOrked io8othor. The 

arldonce :Ls ageimrt. tlwir llaving laboured together tor very long end leads 

1•ather ·r,o the belie£ t hat, while Hehemlah re~ided permanen~ at Jerusalem, 

Esra l i ved at Babylon froau ,mare he was summoned to aasiat the governor 

on thi s par't.icml er occasion. 

Esra's position under Nehemiah was a high one, second onl.y to the 

governor . He ,ras the chief religious leader. Upon Nehmld.ah' s arrival 

at Jer tL'!ial er_.i., Elia:-hib., the High Prieat, appears aa .a pcson ot great 

:ll:!porte-.nce . He ~-aa soon, bo'r.\Wer, cast into -the background after Ezra I s 

arriva.1.. E'l.•e.:1 thougl1 El.iashib os assigned tlt.e task of init1at~ the 

restoration 0£ tlle walls of Jerasalem end their :Initial consecration was 

effected by h::J.m, he disappeared as soon aa Bzra appeared on t.'1e scene. 

El:le.ahi b took no par t in the celebration at the Feast or Tabernacles, 

nor in tho renewal. or the ccmment. 'lhe mr:planation tor this course of 

events sugeest s that i1ehamiah llU not satiatied uith Eliashib 'a p:,liq­

(Meh. 13:1.i-9, 28) and so substituted tor his aei"V'ices those ot Ezra. 

Nehemiah 1 3 action i."1 U11s :matter m;q be 3Ut11'1ed under the circumstances 

since Eliashib tras untaithf"al and D!J)J'Udent 1n his oi'f'ic:!al doallnga. 
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CIIAP.l'ER VI 

EZRA. .AS AUTHOR ill> BDI'lOR 

Not anlj did Esra plq an important part :l.n the h1ato17 of hia . . 

. count:rymsn as the reformer of the Jewish religious aya~, he has also 

been remembered by succeeding generations for his labours in the literary 

field. The Canonical Book Tmioh b~ his hand pron.des "abundant proof 

that this wrk was a direct result ot his band. Jensh tradition, on 

the ot..."ier ~nd, ascribes to Bea' the 1:JuP task of having edited and 

compiled the entire Old Testament Canon as we have _it today'. 

The majority of the Old 'l~etumit critics, are gonerell.y agreed that 

the Book ,mich bears the name or E1ra is his arm composition since it is 

writ ten in the f.irst person (Esra ?128; 811, IS, ·eta.), and personation 
• o • I . . 

of one v,-riter b7 another was unknown ~t ~ · tme to llhich the Book 11111St 

be ascribed. Some critics, hQwev~, eap~c1.ally the Geman s9holars, amQD8 

them De Tlette, Bertheau and \finer mamta:in that l11m•s Tc"Ork bears distinct 

traces o.t two, it not even: three hands. ni. 1110st marked _traces to 'ffllich 

they- 1•ef'er ia the transition from the third to the t:lrat person in chapter 

seven, an~ again the transition -~ the first person. to the third :ln the 

beginning of chapter wn. One English vritar m,es ~ further than these 

Oeman critics in maintaining that tb1:a Book is thG result• or tl)e mrk of 

1 
four men, m,maly, Daniel, lelmd.ah, BagtJ~i _and Bsm. 

. . . 
Je.-r.tsh tradition, on "'18 other hand, ascribes the sole autliorahip ot 

this wor.c to Ezra • . T'a.e most cred~ theo17 1a that Ezra colleotad :the 

loeorge Rawlinson, Esra g_ l(ehemiaha Their ~ ~ .!!!!! (Haw York: 
Anson D. F. Randolph· and Co., 1~3l,. P• SJ. . . 
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documents and traditions mich constitute the first~ (chapters 1~) . ' 
and ,mo the oz-isinal author of the acond (chapters 7-10). · There is a 

burden of internal proof favoring the sole authorship o£ tbia work. A 

marked unii'ormity' of aty'le rans through the BookJ the aama phrases floe­

quently oc_cur; there ia the aam acC111"8C,J', the 1181118 incllnat:1.cm to insert 

documents, the sama constant mention of tbe Levites, the same lcncmledge 

of t,ro lan~"Uages--Hebrew and llbaldean-the aw ~ ot designating the 

Alrnight y, t he sai.me exactness with respect to dates and the llke. Or 

"Ezre." mgy have bean compiled b7 another personage, tor example M~J achi; 

but its main parts had all prerioue~ passed through the hands ot Esra. 
2 

1'he Book or Nehemiah abodias a document 1lh1ch in all probabili'tv 

1ma 01·iginally composed b:, Ezra. Thia is the pra,ar which Ezra chanted 

t o ·l;he /1.lmiehty immediateq preceding the aaaJ :tng ·of the COVODai.&t by tm 

compauiers . of Levites (NGh. 9aS-38). 'lhsse w:r:da resemble to a great 

degree· in tone or thought and J10de of expression the prqer ot Eu-a in his 

orm Book (Ezra 9z6-1S). It :was, :no doubt, written and composed for this 

• special occasion and would na~ be the ,rom ot the chief' ecclesiastical 

authority of the tims. Since BJ.iasMb was deposed aoon after Ezra's sn-ival 

L"ld this Scribe occupied the high p~~ office, we mq be sai'e in as~ 

t.'lat t his prayer was also ~ product ot Ezra's etf'orts.3 

But Ezra's greatest achieveant in the line 0£ litGrar:, wrk, :it n 

me;r allow this work to be his, 11m1 thG composition 0£ tba important and 

extensive T1orJ:: knom1 to the Jna as HJ>ibre- ha1'- JBDWD" and represented 

in our Authorized Ve1-aion b:, the Tm Books of Ohroniolea. Even tbough a 

2~., p. S3 r • 
.3J:bid., P• S4. 


