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CHAPTER I
JUDEA IN POST-EXILIC TIRES

Ezra was one of the great men of Jewish history. It has been said,
and rightly so, that with Esre, one stands at the cradle of Judaism. In
Jewlsh tredition he figures as a second Moses. He wislded a tremendous
: influence upon the Jewish nation, the e.t‘t;cts of 'ﬁiu.ch are felt to this
very day. He seb an inéelible marK upon succeeding ages. . He was largely
regponsible for the course Juda?.sm took after the exilic period. Through
hiec wbiring efforts the leaw which was originally given by Hoses, but which
since that tims had been neglected, was restored to the Jewlsh nation with
renewed v;lga‘::. Bzre marks the apringti.me in the national history of
Judaism. Hie hand geve a new and lasting shape to the least plastic of °
8ll materislu that any reformer ever had to work upon, the character of
the Jewish people.t '_

For the gource of our in.fomatioh concerning the life and work of
Ezra we sre dependent first of all upon ths Biblical books of this period,
na;nal;f, the Book of Ezra and the Book of Nehemiah, his contemporary. How-
ever, the information in these two Biblicel books is meagre. Ezra is
revealed to us in such brief and hurried flashes that it is difficult to
form a distinct conception of his personality and of his work. It is true
that in his owmn Book and in the few chapters of the Book of Nehemiah which
treat of him and his work, ha.appears before us 2s & man of sincere piety,
of unselfish patriotism, and of unbending firmness of will; but little is

= of the Bible (Hew Yorks
Jemes Hastings, The Greater len amnd Womsn of
Scribner's and Sona,,lﬁg)s iv, 21.
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said of the actual outcoms of his reforming energy, end this little
_ does not seem remavkable even where he succeeded.

If, therefors, we were dependent-entirely on the Canonicsl Books
for our information concerning Esra, we would have a most inadequate con-
ception of what Ezra the msn was like, snd of what he did for the people
of his rece. These bits of information, these biographic znd sutobiozrsphic
fragments which, uwnfortuvnately, are all that the Biblical chroniclers saw
fit to preserve, mst be supplemented by the verdict pronounced by posterity
upon the man and his lshours. Even thouzh these few references to Bzra in
Seripture give a certain insizht into his me'hliods and motives, they also
leave mmach untold. Therefore, we must rely to a great extent upon anothar
source, namely Jewish tradition and Jewish opinion which supplement the
Biblical recond snd which are wnanimous in ascribing to Ezra the development
of Judaisn as it appears in the post exilic period.

Ezrz ceme upon tho scene ab a very crucial point in the history of the
Jewdsh nation., The total ruin of the nation seemed imminent. The Children
of Isracl were fighting for their very existence end survivel. Their future
seemed as uncertain as it had seemed meny centuries before when they
elaved under the cruel yoke of Fharach in Egypt..

The time in which Ezre lived and lsboured followed that period which '
is Imown in Jewish history as the Bebylonian Captivity. Because of her
apostasy end rebellious attitude, God gave Judsh into the hends of Nebuchad-
neszar, kinz of the Babylonian Empire, even as the Northern Xingdom, the

Ten Tribes were carried off into exile by the Assyriens many years before.
Even Jernsslem, the Judean capital, was eompletely destroyed by Hebuchadnezzar
in 586 B, C. This ia the 70-year perlod in Jjewiah histery known as the




3

"Captivity" or "Exile" and which lasted until the year 536 B. C. when
Cyrus, the Persian king, overthrew the Babyimim Empire and granted
the Jews permlssion to return to their homeland.

Tho leader of the £irgt band of exiles who availed themselves of
the king's decree was 2 descendant of David named Sheshbazaar, 'prince of
Judah', knovn also as Zerubsbbel, the son of Shealtiel. According to
Ezra 2:6h, 65, the total mumber of those who returned on this first expe-
dition was 12,360 together with 7,337 servamts. This group probably
Included representatives of the différent tribes which had been carried
away by the Assyrians, so that in a real sense, the return might be des-
cribed as a national movement. Under the direction of twelve leaders,

haad‘ed by Zerubabbel and the priest Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, the journey

of approxirré.tely 1,000 miles around the desert was safely accomplished in
gbout five months and the restored exiles found themselves established once

again in their homeland.2

The territory which thesec retu;me& Jews occupied was very small. They

did not inhabit all of Palestine, not even all of Judah. The aves in which
they settled and over which Zerubsbbel ruled as governor consisted of aboud
20 miles square in end gbout Jerusalem.

The 1ot .of this settlement was not very fortunate. Both extemal and
internal difficulties had to be grappled with. Palestine, and especizlly
Jorusalem, hzd not been entirely depopulated. Those who had been left
behind had intermarried with the heathen who had settled thers duz_-mg-u:e
years of the Captivity. The returning Jews, looking upon thenisalvea* as the
only true Children of Isresl and descendants of Abraham, were hesitant in

‘ ZR L. Ottley, A Short History of the Hebrews (Boston: The khiscmillan
Company, 1923), p. 229 £.
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dealing with their former countrymsn who had associations with the heathen
element. The Jews who had remained behind were also in danger of being
6jected from thelr possessions which they occupled in order to allow the
old ovnera, returning from Bafaylon, to regain them. The prophet Haggai
who was active in this period also reveals to us that the general stress
of the times was increased st.:‘l.ll- more by droughts end famines.>

Even though Zexubabbel, Jeshua and the other Jewish lsaders were
confronted by these meny difficulties, they imnediately set to work to
rebuild the Temie of the Lord. To the accompanmmt of song and instru-
ments, the foundation of the Temple was laid. Then the Samaritans who
occupied the territory to the north of Judsh heard that the Jews were
ectively enzaged in the rebuilding of the Temple, they requested permission
to asaist in this endeavour, However, the Semaritan help wes refused and
from thai day fcra:ard, 25 was inevitable, there began a diwvision in the
Jewish Church; the old were cub off from the new, and the Semsritens, ]
fecling themselves not wanted, broke off all dealings with the Jews. Due
to theso disturbences, the rebuilding of the Temple wes tenporarily halted.

The Temple was finzlly completed in the year 516 B. C. after Tatnai,
a Persisn governor, visited Jerusalem end learned that the enemies of the

Jews who had returned from the Captivity had hindered them in the rebuilding

of the Temple. A search was made and the decree of King Cyrus was found in

vwhich royal permission wes grented to rebuild the Temple at Jerusalem. After
labouring for seven years, the Temple was brought to completion in 516 B. C.

2. W, P, Blunb, Isracl Before Christ (London: Oxford University Fress,
1924), p. 105 f.

hﬂ- Reh'?inkel, New Testament World (St. Louis: Concordia Ximso Co.);
II’ 96.

|
|
|
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- Active In this period were Haggal and Zechariah, two of the last

prophets of the 0ld Testament period. These two men wers also instrumsntal
in the building of the Temple. Then they saw that their countrymen were
becoming indifferent in religious matters, they lifted the drooping spirits
of the Jews by reminding them that'thair crop failures and other hard times
were due to a lasrge exient to their religious indifference. Encouraged by
these prophets, the Jews set themselves to work once again.S

The events discussed to th.’;.s point are related in the first six l
chapters of ithe Book of Ez:_-a. Although the seventh chapter of Egzrz's work
beging with no other indication of time than the vague phrase "Now after
these things", nearly sixty years elapsed betweon the events recorded in
the gixth chepter and the mission of Ezra related in chapter seven. We
have little knowledge of the history of this long period. The last event
of mejor importance is the dedication of the Temple upon its completion in
516 B. C. Following this there appears to be a period of bitter disappoint-
ment for the Jews vho resided in the Judean State.

Certain portions of the Book of Malachi belong to this period between
Zerubabbel and Ezra. This prophet suggests that conditions grew steadily
Worse. Zerubabbel seems to have died and the Jews had ro native governor
to intercede for them. Even though the Temple was rebuilt, still the commu-
nity did not flourish. Religious zeal end interest in the Temple vorship
decreased perceptibly; foreign rel:igious practices gained favour. Tae
burdens of these Jews were heavy ones. Crop feilures, grasshopper plagues
and heavy indebtedness made living conditions unfavourable and in many
instances unbearsble. ua.ny Jews married heathen women. The unsatisfactory

5Tbid., p. 97.
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relations with their neighboring nations, especislly the Samaritans, con-
tinued. In general, all that we know is that up until the year 460 B. C.
the conditions grew steadily worse; disintegration set in, which suggests
that the return of the captives from Babylon and the attempt to refound a
Jewish commmmnity seems to have besen to the Jews a great mistake, and thet

every trace of it would soon be blotted out.6

It was at this cri’r.ica_l point in the history of the Jewish nation
that Ezra eppeared on the scene as the man of hour. Arriving in Jerusalen
from Babylon in the year 458 B. C., Esra, a man who has been compared with
Calvin, came resolved to exclude utterly from the church the "Sons of the

Land" and to reintroduce and enforce the Law of God upon the Jewish people.7 )

6Rudolph Fittel, Oreat len and Novements in Israel (New York: The
Macmillan Company, 1929), p. Lik.

TE. E. Tellets, A Short History of the Jews (New York: The Dial
Press, 1929), p. 216.




CHAPTER II
BIRTH AND EDUCATION OF EZRA

Egra was of the iribe of Levi, and of the priestly branch of it,
vwhich wag directly descended from Aaron. He c of the line of High
Priests, but not of that branch which had enjoyed the High Priesthood since
the return from the Gaptivitw'f The last high priestly ancestor whom he
could bozst was Seraiah who held office during the time of Zedekiah
(2 Kings 25:18). In the first verse of the seventh chapter of his owmn
work Egra refers to himself as being "the son of Seraieh®™. However, this
ancestor of his zsh his end when ha‘ ;':aa oi'_derad put to death by Hebuchad-
neggar ab Ribleh after he had been taken captive by this Babylonisn ruler.
This incident occurved many yeers before Ezra's tims. Approximately 130
years elapsed botween the death of Seraish end Ezra's departure to Jerusalem.
It is probsble, therefore, that Ezra was & grandson or still more remots
descendant of the Seraish mentioned in Ezra 731-1

Ho s’catemeni:: has come down to us with reference to the exact year of
Egra's birth. Ve may gather, Wer, from the decrec of Artaxerxes Longi-
mams in Egra 7 thet in 458 B. C. — that monarch's seventh year - Esra was
at least fourty years of aege. It is generally believed thai a scribe was
able %o enier upon his office only after he hed attained thirty years of
age. Egra must have been a Scribe for a considerable nuxber of years before
he could have gained so great a reputation which convinced Artaxerxes that

l8eorge Rawlinson, Esre snd Nehemish: Their Lives and Times (Yew Yorks
Anson D, F. RBIIlePh end GOQ,-EZB’, P §o

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
CONCORDIA SEMINARY
ST. LOUIS, MO.
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8
he was capeble of leading such an important delegation back to Jerusalen.
If we are correct in our assumption, then Esra must have been bora during
the reign of Darius Hystaopes the great Persian ruler who reigned from 521
to 485 B. 0. and dvring whose reign the second Temple was built. It may

be safely seid, then, that Esra wos born approximately in the year 500 B. C.°

Egra held a dignified position among the exiles as he grew 1o manhood
among them. There is reason to believe that the priestly houses were held
- in high respect among the Jewlish eail-e. The menbers of these priestly
families who chose to remain behind when Cyrus granted ISemi.asion for the
Return contimued to form the directing and governing clement among the
Jews living in Babylonia, lisdie and Persia. Since Ezra's position would
be higher then most, for no other priest could boast of so illustrious an
anceztry as could Egzra, this future scribe certainly had & great many oppor-
tunities to cultivate his mind end to lay up stores of knowledgze for his
work. Ezra certainly had access to the various forms of culture, to the
%gchools” of that day, and to .any of the literature, whether foreign or
native.3
The circumstences of the times were in Ezra's favour. From history
we know thab the Babylonians had, from an ancient date, the learning tnat
covered a vory wide field. Such subjects as arithmetic, astronomy, history,
chronology, geozraphy, comparative philology and grammr wore accessible
to the people of Ezra's day. We can be sure that Esra took adventage of :
these various opportunities and applied himself diligently to these studies
80 that he might broaden his lmowledge in these various flelds. IHis chief

2Ib'.’.d., pl 1,30

BIbid', P‘ 2'
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9
interest, howover, would lie in quite a different direction. His heart
vas wholly set on the moral and religious improvement of his cowntrymen.
Even though Esra was not a member of "the goodly fellowship of the proﬁhets“ 3
gtill ha had all the religious fervour of a prophet and he too possessed
mach of the disregard of mere profans end secular learning which character-
iged the prophets generally. Since his heart was set on becoming a "ready
scribe in the Law of the Lord" the bulk of the Babylonian learning would
possess li_tisle attraction for him as he prepared himself for his future
work.h \

Egxs .had access to a literary culture that was far from contemptible
which the Hebrews had inherited from their forefathers and had brought with
them from I’alestine.to Babylonia. Among their cherished possessions wers
the| sucred writings which theyireganded as piesesaing|the kigheat vaius:
"Schools" hed elarly been formed, which students attended under the direction
of a muster and in which writing, composibtion, religious doctrine and music
vere taught. The chisf study no doubb Was the Law and ita imterpretation,

t subsidiary subjects of instruction entered &lso into the curriculums
among thege were included musical science, sacred poetry, exegesis and
textual study. In the course of time the number of these books increased,
as did slso the mumber of sacred books, not considered as sacred, but never-
theless regarded to be of the highest value. By the time of the Exlle and -
the days of Ezra there existed almost el of the canonical books: ¥he
historical works of the Pentateuch, Joshua, Judges, Samel, Kings, the
Hegiographa which included the Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Song of Songs, Ruth,

Lamentation, Ecclesiastes, Esther and Daniel, Also completed were the r.na;ior

Unsa., p. 2 o2,

e e |
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and minor propliets, Isaiah, Jeremish, Ezekiel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah,
Jonah, lilczh, Nohum, Hsbakkuk end Zephaniah. Only a few additional books
were sbill to bs added to the 0ld Testament Canon at Esra's time; these
were the works of Esra, Nehemleh his contemporery, and Haggai, Zecharish
ond Melachi, the last of the 01d Testament propheta.’

Bezides the canonical books Ezra 2lso had access to & great many
books which gince then have been wholly lost, and whlch ars mentioned oy
the author of th-onic;les. Amonz them were such works ss: ths Chronicles
of King David; the Acts of Samuel the Seer; the Acts of Nathan the Prophet;
the Acts of Gsd the Seer;-the Prophecy of Ahijah the Shilomite; the Vision
of Iddo the Seer; the Acts of Shemdiah the Prophet; the Commentary of the
Book of the Kings; Isaieh's Acts of Ugzish; the Thousand Sayinge of Sclomon
and his works on natural history and many others. Thus Eszra and the other
exiles werc in possession of a copious literature, varied in its character
and of hizh educationsl value to those who studied it. Esra certainly took
adventage of these opportunities by diligently applying himself to the study
of this literary culiure nh:l.ch the exiles had brought with themselves to
Babyloniz.S

We msy be safe in aseuming that Ezra devoted himself especially to the
pursuit and cultivetion of that science end literature which had been
handed down in the Judean schools, end which since the exile had no doubb
derived considersble advantege and improvement from contact with ths
"Chaldesn lesrning” and with the femous “sclentific caste" which had ons
of its chief seats at Babylon, and another at Borsippa in the immediate

. SIbid., p. 5.

6. u. Rehwinkel, New Testament World (St. Louis: Concordia Mimeo Co.),
II, 103- TR
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neighborhood. Hie mein study would be a study of the sacred books, and
especially of the Toreh, or "Law of llﬁs'a“, the most sacred of all the
0ld Testament documents and for which Ezra had a deep regard. Since this
would involve much Ilingu:l.st.ic and taxl-.ual research, for the old Hebrew
was no longer intelligible to the exilea whose langusge had coms to be
the Aramaic, or the so-called "Chaldee", Ezra would have to make himself

thoroughly acguainted with two i‘omn of speech, so that he might be able
to translate the one into the other without hesitation. He would have %o
decide between vaerious readings in the different copies of the law which
weye in the hands of the exliles. It was either from the first, or it soon
came to be, his object o make himself as perfect "a scribs of the Law of
God" as poasible; and this would involve not only acquaintance with the :
letter, bub familiarity with the spirit of Scripture, tho power of expounding
aright all the many passeges of the law vhere the meaning was obscure or
ambiguous, and so making the hearer to understand it. Essential elements
in his education would thus be: (1) knowledge of two languages, Hebrew and
Avamaic; (2) facility in spesking and writing them; (3) deep scquaintence
with the full spiritual meaning of the Law, so as to correctly expound itj
(1) a thorough acquaintance with the extend taxts.| '

But this was not all that was needed. To be a successful teacher of
.a nation, which was vhat Esra set himself and "prepared his heart" to be,
it was necessaxy to know them; and o know them it was nscessary to study
their history. If Esra was, as many critics insist, the author of Chronicles,
he must have made & very thorough study of the history of his nation from
its earliest begiming. We cemnot doubt that Egra, in the course of his

7ﬂeorge Rewlinson, op. cibe, Pe 6 £
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early training ai Babylomn, dwoted a large share of his attention to the _
curpent historical literature which we have already mentioned. This liters-
ture had been brought by some of the wealthler and better-educated of the
exiles from Palestine to Babylonia, and had been treasured by them sz amonz
the most valushle of their possessions. It is deeply to be regretted that
gso little has come dewn %o us with respect to the Judean ae-hoola in the
period of the Exile, the division of the subjects of study, the methods of
teaching, or the order in which the subjects were taken. But there is no
doubt that Ezra applied himself diligently to his studies in his eariy
years vhen the acquisition of knowledge was the main duty of the day and
80 read.md the perfection to which he ultimately attained in later :I.'I.‘te.8

As & generzl rule the scribe was able to enter upon his office only
after he had attained thirty years of age. His studies began, probably,
at thirteen; this being the .ea.ae, he would be actively e.ngagad in his
studies for a period of Qeven’oaen years. Eszra therefore had ample time
to prepars himself for his profession; he was well equipped wher the time
came for entering upon the active office of the Scr:lba.9

Derius ruled the Persian Empire during the early years of Ezra's life.
However, uoon this monarch's death in the year U486 B. C., Xerxes mounted
the Persian throne. It was under this most fickle and capricions of all
Oriental rulers, the worst of all the Archaemonian kings, that Esra grew
to manhood. Ezra was probebly twenty-four or twenty-five years of age when
the news cama o Bebylon from Susa thet, to gratlly a favourite, the fan-
tastio Xerxes had iseved e decree for the externination of the whole Jewish

aIb:!.d.., p. 7 I,
9Ib:l.d., p. 8.
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nation, the account of which we have in the Book of Esther. Thus Ezra,
by the time he was twenty-five years old, had probably passed through- some
severe triels and had some remarksble experiences. He was not a mere
recluse student. The circumstances of his life had made him acguainted
with danger, trouble, doubt, suspense, conflict and triumph. When he was
formally inducted into the scribe's office at the age of thirty he was no
neophyte, trembling, nervous, and difi“ident, but & man of ripened judgment
and-tried powers, well prepared to fill an important position and to exer-
clse a poweriul influence o;ter the fortunes of his countrymen. During
derxes'! reign he cannot have been a very loyal smbject. No doubt he long
_remanbered the danger to which his nation had been exposed by the weakness
and folly o.i‘ this king. ¥%¥hile Xerxes ruled, the Jews probably fslt insecure,
hoping that they would not be exposed again to the seme danger, the fear of
being exterminated. In 465 B. C. Xerxes died, murdered by the captain of
his guards. A% this time, Ezra must have been between thirty and thirty-

five years of age.lo

101pid., p. 15 zf.




CHAPTIER ITI

EZRA'S RELATIONS WITH ARTAXERXES, HIS COMMISSION
AND JOURNEY

After the death of Xerxes, the Persian crown pass.ed to the youngest
of his sons, Artaxerxes, also called Longimanus. In the seventh year of
his reizn he issued & decres similar to the deeree issued by Cyrus eighty
years before in which permission was grentéd to eny and all Je:frs to return
to their homelsnd. This wes the Second Return made under Ezra the Scribe
in the year L58 B. g,k
The quesiion naturslly erises at this time, How came the king to issue
such o decrac? Mo definite reason or explanation of the king’s ac'!sions
cen be found in the historicel records of that time. And yet when we examine
the prevailing conditions in the Judean community during this period, we
can readily sce that both Ezra and Artaxerxes considered a re-colonization
of Jeruvsalem and its surrounding territory to be of the greatest importance.
During these sixty years in which little has been handed dovm to us
with respect to the state of affairs in the Judesn State, the Jews in Baby-
lonia were in constent touck with their countrymen in Judea. Regular reports
of the conditions in Jeruselem reached Esra and the other Jewish leaders
in Babyloh, Egra was informed that the meny difficulties which had confronted -
the Jews had chilled their religious impulse upon which they had mede their

return, and that their experience was cne of bitter disappointment. He

J'G Lives and Times (New York:
eorge Rewlinson, Ezra znd Nehemish: Their
Anson D, F. Randolph and Go., 1923), p. 18.
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heard of the widespread unfaithfulness to the relizious ideals waich the
prophetic teachers had hsei'. up before them. He was disheartened when he
heard that the worship of God was being performed in a slovenly mamer
and that even the priests were acting in such a mammer so as to degrade
their office.?

This Scribe no doubt looked with great concern upon the growing neglect
of the Jews in their homsland and their decline of national pride before
the eyes of the other nations. His dearest wish was that these conditions
te chenged. The respect which many nations showed thom rested to a great
extent upon the esteem in which other nations held the God of heaven whom
they proudly served., Since political means had failed in the re-establish-
zment of the Judeen commnity, religious omes would now have to be attempted.
The gifts of mo:ney which had been sent regularly to help in the re-estabe
lishwent of the commmity hed proven useless. Eszra knew thet the older
propheis wovld have insisted at this point on an immer change, a conversion
of ‘heart, on a circumcision not of the flesh but of the spirit. The congre-
gation at Jerusalem had to be gi_ven definite standards for life and ritual.
Ezra kmew thet only the Law of God could now point the way. Tae sems Law
that had succeeded in keeping their nation strong end united in times past
was now needed to strengthen that part of the nation that was slowly disinte-
grating in far off Jerusalen. These thoughts may have moved Ezra to seek
permission of the king to lesd a band of exiles to Judea thab he might aver?®

: 3
the terrible fate that awaited the congregation in Jerusalem.

2). W. F. Blunt, Isreci Before Christ (London: Dxrord University Fress,

e aR——S

192,-‘)3 P- 107. I

SRudolph Fittel, Great Men and Movements in Israel (Hew Yorks The Hac— |
m1len Compeuy, 1929), p. LLT - : T




16

On the other hand, it may well be that Artaxerxes himself wes dirsctly
responsible for this Seccond Return. In the fifth year of his reign an
insurrection broke out in Egypt and this rebellion threatened the Persian
Empire with the gravest denger. It may be that in comnection with this
insurrection, which was not suppressed till six years later, that special
consideration was given by Artaxerxes to Palestine which lzy on the Egyptian
border. This monarch fully realized that the Jews were among his most
lcyal subjocts and so he resolved to attach them as closely as possible to
his cwm interesis by favours which should recall the old kindness of Cyrus.
He knew the colonists who went with Zerubsbbel were too few and feeble to
occupy the entire territory which had once solely belonged to ths Jewish
nation. Jerusalen still wes only sparsely populated. Under these circum-
stances Ariexerxes determined on a re-colonization. Renewing the permission
gronted by Cyrus eignty years before he decreed that "all they of the
people of Israel in o1l his reslm, end of their priests and Levites, which
were minded o go up to Jerusalea", should be at liberty to do so (Esra 7:13).
H2 may have hoped for a g:;eater response than actuelly followed. But his
one interasst was to keep Palestine closely connected to his own crown so
thet this Jewish homeland might serve as a strong and solid barrier
ageinst any .a&vance into Asis which might be attempted by the Egyptians.h

It is believed that Artaxerxes himself sclected Ezra o lead this
expedition. He may have been personally acquainted with this Scribe, even
@s he was fauiliar with Nehemiah a mumber of years later. From history
we Ymow that the Persisn rulers held their court during different portions
of the yesr at the three great capitals of Babylon, Susa and Ecbatana.

,"George Ravlinson, op. git., p. 18 f.
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According to Xenophon, our best authority, the Babylonien residence was
the longest, extending 1o seven months of the year. Artaxerxes may have
been acquainied with a number of the Judean leaders in the Babylonian
commnity. If he vas not personally acquainted with Ezra, then at any
rate he mast have known something of him by reputation. The terms of
the decree scem to imply that there was a close personal knowledge. Ezra
is described as "the priest, a scribe of the law of the God of heaven,”
(Ezra 7:12), "Thc iaw of his God is in his hand" (Ezra 7:14), and the
"aisdom of his God" (Ezra 7:25). He is trusted to an almost unlimited
extent. He is addressed in the second person (Esra 7:14-25). It would
seem that Ezra had in soms way or another gained the desp respect and
high approval of the Persisn king who had formed an extraordinary estiwate
of his personality and his abilitiea.s

Be it as it may, the following decree was issued by Artaxerxes and

Placed into the hands of Egras

Artoxerxes, king of kings, unto Ezra the priest, a scribe of
the law of the God of heaven, perfect peace, and at such a

time. I meke a decree, that all they of the people of Israel,
and of his priests and Levites; in my realm, which are m:l.nde-_'._l‘
of their cwn freewill to go up to Jerusalem, go with thee. For-
asmuch as thou art sent of the king, and of his seven counsellors,
to enquire concerning Judsh and Jerusalem, according to the law
of thy God which is in thy hond; and to carry the silver and
gold, which the king and his counsellors have freely offered
wntc the God of Israel, waose hebitation is in Jerusalem, and
all the silver and gold that thou canst find :':_.n all the province
of Babylon, with ths freewill offering of the people, and of
the priests, offering willingly for the house of their God
which is in Jornsalem; that thou mayest buy speedily with this
money bullocks, rams, lambs, with their meat offerings mge
their drink offerings, and offer them upon the altar of &

house of your God which is in Jerusalem. And whatsoever shsllt
seem good to thee, and to thy brethren, to do with the ra:

of the silver and the gold, thet do after the will of your

el

5Tbid., p. 20.
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God. The vessels also that are given thee for the service
of the house of thy CGod, those deliver thou before the God
of Jerusalem. And whatsoever mors shall be needful for the
house of thy God, which thou shalt have occasion to bestow,
bestow it out of the king's treasure house.

&nd I, even I Artaxerxes, the king, do make a decree to all
the treasurers which are beyond the river, that whatsoever
Egra the priest, the scribe of the law of the God of heaven,
shall require of you, it be done speedily. Unto en hundred
talents of silver, and to an hundred measures of wheat, and
to an hundred baths of wine, and to an hundred baths of oil,
and salt without prescribing how mmch. Whatsoever is com-—
mended by the God of heaven, let it be diligently done for
the house oi the God of heaven; for why should there be
wrath against the realm of the king and his sons? Also we
certify you, that touching eny of the priests and Levites,
singers, porters, Nethinims, or ministers of this house of
God, 1% shall not be lawful to impose toll, tribute, or-
custom upon them, dnd thou Ezra, after the wisdom of thy
God, that is in thine hand, set magistrates and judges, which
may judge all the people, that are beyond the river, all such
as know the laws of thy God; and teach ye -them that know them
not. And whosoever shall not do the law of thy God, and the
law of the king, let judgment be executed speedily upon him,
whether it be unto death, or to banishment, or to confiscation
of goods, or to imprisonment (Ezra 7:11-26’.

Bzra's mission iz now to be considered. He was, first of all, to
gather a group of colonists. Mo compulsion was to be used; this was to
be a voluntary emlgration. No doubt E_sra was comuanded to recruit as
many as he could. But he had many difficulties to contend with. The.
Judean settlerz in Babylonia had become closely attached to the homes
vhich they had made for themselves. They had trades, businesses and
employments wirich they could not carry away with themselves. Many were
hesitant in bresking their femily- ties, in losing their position, or in
turning their backs on the 1life to which they had become accustomed in
Babylonia. They hesitated to begin a new life under the trying conditions
and difficulties waich they knew prevailed in Judea since the first return
under Zerubabbel. The Babylonisn Israelites were hesitant in exchanging
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the comparatively comfortable quarters where they and their families
had settled more than & hundred end.thirty years before, for residence

in g distant lend, which was exposed to many dangers s and in a community

that wes woak and dep:-:essed.G

The perils and the dangers of the way had also to be considered. A
thousand sile .ai."etch of desert lay between themselves and their brethren
in Judea. The '.'.ra_si'.es of the desert, the robbers and predatory desers
tribes no doubt dsterred many and persuaded them to turn a deaf ear 'i:.o
the words which Ezra addressed to them.7

The resuli was that cnly about 6000 souls, men, womsn and children,
obsyed Em;'a‘rs call and seb out from Babylon. All twelve families wers
represenied, many of them, no doubt, related to those who had returned
with Zerubebbel and who soon hoped to be reunited with their families.
Cne descendant of David, Hattush, accompenied the emigremnts (Ezra 8:2).
Besides Esra there were two priests, Gershom and Daniel. The other
returning exiles were of families possessing little distinction.

A huge amount of wealth which was to be used in aiding the poverty

" stricken community wes also entrusted into the care of Ezra. A gread
treasure of silver and gold was given to the exiles to be used in the
adornment of the Temple. The non-Jewish inhabitenis of the nation were
asked to contribute of their wealth for the benefit of the Jews at Jeru-
salem. One lundred twenty-two vessels of silver, gold and brass were
Presented to Esra to be placed in the Temple. Artaxerzes also conferred

60@01‘33 Rﬂﬂlinson, 92- 2!.2.’ P 20 £,
7_I_b_i.g_.’ pl 22.
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upon Ezra & most important and unusual power, namely, to drew upon the
provincial treasuries in Palestine and Syria for money or for food,
whichever may be nscded, within the limit, however, of 100 talents of
silver and 100 measures of wheat, oil and wine. At the same time all
the priests, Levites, Nethinim and octhers who laboured in and around
the Temple were granted cxemption from taxes of every sort.

The king conferred extraordinar:;r powsrs upon Ezra. Primerily,
Bzra wes to inguire into the general condition of the province and
report on it {Ezra T:1};). Though he wes not expressly given tha title
of governor, yet it is quite clear that he exercised full governmenbal
authority and was, during this his first visit to Jerusalem, entirely
unconirelled by any superior authority. He was giveh the authority to
set up megistrates and judges over his own countrymen in Judea; and it
is very evident that he himself was the chief judge (Ezra 10:5). He had
the power of 1life and death, along with _'bhe right to inflict punishment
of a secondary nature, as i’ine, imprisonment; entire confiscation of
goods and banishment (Esra 7:26). He was to enforce the Law of God
upon thoss vwho knew it and to teach it to those who were ignorant of it

(Bzra 7:25). He was to give special consideration to the re-esteblisiment
of the Temple service in full dignity snd honour (Ezra 7:15-20). Arta-
Xerxes seems to heve had high regard for the intercession which the Jews
would make to their God on behalf of their civil governor, and the king
was fearful lest, thrvough any default in the regular series of oi‘farings s
there "should be wrath sgainst the realm of the king, and of his sons”
(Esra 7:23). The king also supplied Ezra with & number of shorter docu-
ments which he was to deliver to the various satraps and governors along

the way (Esra 7:25).
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Finelly, on the 1st of Risan, which would be about April, in the
year 58, Ezra and his band of 6000 exiles, equipped with a royal edict,
provided with rich contributions, inspired with a great religious purpose,
and confident that the hand of their Ood was upon them, began their long
and dangerous Journay to Jemsalam.a

There was little cholce as to the route which this expedition could
teke. They no doubt followed the same course 'as that._taken by Zerubal':bel
many years before. This would teke them up the Euphrates River on the lef%
or eastern bank, since travelling on this side would be easier and safer.
The first lep of their journey br.aught. them from Babylon to Is or Hit,
known today a&s Ahava, a distence of about 140 miles from the capita-l city.
Here the expedition pitched camp for three days and Ezra took this oppor-
tunity %o record the nemes of those returning to Jerusalem. Iuch %o Eera's
dismay, no Levites were present in the company. Messengers wers sent to
the village of Casiphia, a Jewish settlement nearby, and the Jews there
readily responded. Thirty-eight Levites and 220 Nethinim joined the party
of returning exiles. After fasting and humbling themselves before God,
and making confession of their sins and throwing themselves entirely upon
His mercy, the party continued the journey to Jerusalen.’

The next part of their journsy brought them to Khabour, and from there
they travelled o Belik and finslly to Balls where they crossed the Euphrates
River on the Syrian side of this town. After journeying into the Valley of
the Orontes they travelled southward into the Land of Palestine. 0

Bf-’alte:-: F. Adeney, Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther (New York: Oeorgs H.
Doran Co.), p. 122.

%0eorge Rawlinson, op. cit., P. 29 ff.
Om3d., p. 32 2.
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The party of exiles arrived in Jerusalem on the first day of the
fifth wonth of July. They had been four months upon their jowrney. The
direct distance between Babylon and Jerusalem is approximately 520 miles,
but the eircuitous route which they followed easily doubled the distance.
Various stops had to be wmade along the way so that Ezra might deliver
the "king's comnissious™ to the various rulers. It can be safely esti-
meted that the exiles averaged approximately eight miles a day as they

Journeyed homsward to Jeruaalem.u

pid., p. 35 £.




CHAPTER IV
EZRA AND THE MARRTAGE REFORLS

I seems strengze that Esra &elayad so great a length of time before
he set into opsration his work of reform. As mentioned before, he had
been informed while yet in Babylon of the conditions that prevailed in
Jerusalen, of the mixed marrisges, of the religious indifference of his
countrymen and of their general laxity in 211 matters both morel and
religious. A period of four months passed before any action was tzken
by Ezre. He may have spent this time studying conditions and receiving
reporvs of the situation. Finally, however, the time had come to seize
" this evil by the roots and destroy this cancerous grouth.]' -

God's coimandments forbidding marriage with the Cenasnites end which
had been glvai.z %o the people through Moses was being openly transgressed.
Concerning these heathen God had said to His people, "Thy daughter thou
shalt noi ;;.iva unto his son, nor his daughter shelt thou take unto thy
son" (Deut. 7:3), Even though this' comnandment had been broken on a
mumber of occasions before this time, it seems that now it was forgotien
in its entirsty. Foreign marriages had become maiters of.everyday occurrence.
Wives hed been teken from the Hitties, Perisszites, Jebusites, Canzanites,
Amonites and Amorites. The Levites and priests were as guilty in this
matter as were the common people and the upper classes had espscially trens-
gressed this commandment. And the consequences were such as would be

expected. Idolatry was now being tolerated in the Holy Land; superstitious

L Rudolph Kittel, Great ien and Movements in Isracl (New Yorks The
Macwillan Company, 1929), p. he2.
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practices had crept into religions effairs and the purity of worship was
geriously endangered. The m_lxed' marriages viere gravely endangering both
the moral and rcligious life of his eombrymn.z K

The manner in’ which Ezra procesded seems to.suggest. to .us tha-t. he
. wished to utilize public opinion rather then force end violence %o achisve
his goal. Iigz created a cerefully considered scene which really expressed
his feelings and was elso calculated to moke en impression upon the masses.
In -ﬁw dramatic style which is quite naﬁral to an Orientel, he rent both
his tunic end mantle and tore the hair from his head and his long priestly
beerd. It was a sign of his horrified and stertled emotions. - Through the
i.ong hours of the summer afternoon he sat amazed and silent on the Temple

3
pavement.”

A%.tho time of the evening sacrifice, Ezra poured forth his heart to
God in prayer. In this outburst which he addressed to the Almignty e see
the tme chara-cter of this great Scribe. The prayer contains not a single
petition. He identified hi.msel.i';' with his people, innocent though he wes
in %his particular transgression of God's law, and pleaded with God to
loock mercifully upon His people becsuse of "our iniquities" end "our ires-
passes®, Ft-oé_tmte with self-mmiliation he cried, "0 my God, I am ashamesd
and blush to 1if% my face to Thee, my God.” In this manner Ezre was hope-
ful of moving the people to share in his feelings of shame and sbhorrence
for the practices which he was now deploring. He was well awere that the

nn:i'.ional 1life of these people hung on God's good pleasure——that if they

Seorge Rawlinson, Esra and Nehemish: Their Lives and Times (Mew Yoxrk:
Anson D, F, Rendolph and Co., 1923); P+ 30.

sﬂlaltez' F. Adeney, Ezra, Nehemish and Esther (New York:s George H.
Doren Co.), p. 133 £. - _ :
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should again fall swoy by opealy transgressing God's commandments after
Just having been miraculously returned from the Captivity, God's anger
would be so sreat that there should be no.remant or eacap:l.ng.h

Fzra's I'Jraye'r and confession, his grievous weeping and prostrate
humiliation before God had its desired effect upon the psople. 4s the
news spi-ea:i throughout the city, a great congregation of men, womsn and
chﬂdren-asseﬁnled before the Temple to gaze upon this strange sight.
Perhaps some slready realized the only course which was open to them, the
violent rupture of home ties, the severance of husband and wife, of parent
and child, the complete sacrifice of human love on what appeared to be
the altar of duty to God.” '

To Ezrals delight, Shechaniah, the son of Jehiel, one of the leaders
in the commnity stepped forward and, as spokesman for the people, con—
fessed his own and the nation's sins and promised Ezre that he would have
. their full cooperation in rooting this evil out of Israel. He besought
Ezra to arise, to l;a of good courage, and to proceed with the work of
tearing asundsr the marriages which were threatening the life of the
Judean comanity.

Ezra immedistely extracted an oath from the people assembled before '
the Temple, from the clergy and the laity, that they would execuie this
covenant. Messengers were quickly sent throughout the area surrounding
Jerusalen sumsoning ell the people of Judea to gather in the courtyard
of the Temple within three days, under severe penalty should any refuse
to come. After the congregation had becn assembled Egra once again

l'George Rawlinson, op. cit., p. 4O.
Walter F. Adensy, op. git., D 12 L.
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repeatod his demands and the people again approved them. However, since
the rainy seasor was upon them, it being about the month of December,
and since the task would require meny days, this work was handed over
to a commitiee over which the leaders of the congregation presided to-
gether with Bzra. The courts convened and the divorces were granted.
Ho one escaped this domestic: reformation; even though some opposition a
aroge, within three montha t.he elien branches were cut ofi from the
vine of Isracl. '

Egra'c record of governorship concludes rather abruptly at this
point., After giving the names of ‘those who had. taken strange wive;s,
Ezra 'br'ings his own Book to a close. He disappears from the scens for
fourteen years, retumin;g in the year Ll B. C. during Nehemioh's governor-
ship. & period of sbout eight months had passed between Ezra's arrivel
in Jeruealem and the completion of this reform movement. It seems that
at this time Ecra was either recalled by Artaxerxes to Babylon or he may
have returned of his own accord to report on the general conditions of

the Palestinian province.




CHAPTER V

THE INSTITUTION OF THE LAW AND EZRA'S RELATIONS
WITH NEHEMIAH

It was not until fourteen years later that_Em r'eappeared on the
scene. Scme historians are inclined to believe that Ezra spent these
years ian Jeruszlem where he laboured unwearingly in training and educating
a number of judges and scribes who would be cepable of governing and
ruling over the Judean community. Others again are of the opinion that
Ezra returned to Babylon either by order of Artaxerxes or of his omm
accord, where he spent these fourteen years smong his countrymen. The
latter view sssms 4o be t.he most probable. This view would account for
the shrupt tersdnetion of Ezra's narrative and for the relapse of the
Jews into their former irregularities which was so apparent at the time
of Ezra's second return described in the Book of Nehemish. Had Ezrs been

-on the scene in Jerusalem we can scarcely believe that he would have per-
mitted the conditions in Judea to fall to such a low ebb. Socially,
religiously and morally the people ggain were in a bad way. The study of
the Law wes again being neglected. The Temple worship was being performed
in a slovenly manner and the House of God was even baing used by unscru-—
pulong persons for their own private use. Once again many had entared
into mixed merriages. On these grounds, it stems best to conclude that
Egra spent these foprteén years between 458-hlh B. C. at Bsbylon or else-

vhere in the Persien Emp:l.ra.l

1ﬂeorga Rawlinson, Esra and Nehemigh: Their Iives and Times (Mew York:
Angon D, F. Randolph end CO., “1923), p. Wt I.
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Heanvhile, the Judesn commmnity was being ruled by one, Nehemish, a
governor, vhom Artexerxes had sent from Babylon to rejuvenate the Jews in
Jeruselem. Ichemich msy have been directly mmibh for summoning Ezra
from Babylon, o wherever he msy have been at the tim; to assist him in
carrying oub the reform \:.ork that weas needadso badly. It is strange that
nelther of these men make any direct reference in their respective works
as having worked together in any reformatory work in Judsa. But it is
generally admitied and believed that these two men lived and laboured

_together at this point in Jewish history. Nehemish and Ezra wero ex-
cellently fitted to mssist and supplement each other. On the one hand,
Nehemiah was a born political leader, a statesman, a werrior who was well
guited to grepple with and overcome any dangers that might arise. Esra,
on the other hand, was a teacher, one who was able to convince, persuade,
instruct, educate and Yo gulde the.people in the true lnowledge and pure
religion. Nehemish was well prepared to cope with the external diffi-
culties; Brzra waz well equipped to deel with any internal matters; espe-
cially with the moral and religious problems of the people.?

Bzra's arrival in Jerusalem seems to have preeed.ad the time for the
observance of the Feast of the Tabernacles, usuglly celebrated in the
season of fall after the crops had been gathered from the fields. Even
though this festival had been restored by Zerubabbel upon his arrival
at Jerusslen (Ezra 3i1l)), it had since then been neglscted. Upon his
arrival Egra intended to re-introduce this festival. His object was %o
revivs the Judean commmity from the state of depression into which i%
had fallen since his first visit to the city. Since it was the seventh

2Thid., p. IS L.
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month of the year, the Jubilee month, apd a tims for joy and rejoicing,
Ezra read from God's Word those passages which required the celebration
of the harvest festival with gladness and WQIW and insisted that
the people hezd his words. Tae inhabitants po{:red from the city and
into the comntryside whore they gathered the branches, the houses were
built and the people gave themselves up to rejoicing and festivity. Day
after day Ezra read to the congregation from the Book of the Law of the
Lord; for seven days the feast was kept; on the eighth day the "solemn
assenbly® was hsld.

The festivities being over, the Jews who had agssembled from 2ll parts
of Judes no doubt cxpected to bo dismissed that they might return to their
homes. Buib a further religious duty was imposed upon them. After a day .
of rest, the second day was set eside &s a day of humiliation and sbsti-
nence; a confession of sin had to be made and the pesople were to renew
their covenant with God. It was to this that all of the previous
solemnities—the reading and cxpounding of the Law and the keeping of
the Feast of the Tabernacles—had been intended to lead up. Ezra seized
this occasion to introduce reforms of a sweeping nature. He was deter-
mined to strike while the iron wes hot, while the people were penitent,
conscious of their sin and determined to remew their lives. His ain
was to induce the people to make a solemn profession of the complste
acceptance of the Lew and henceforth to 1ive up to it.>

A1l went woll for Ezra. The people were deeply moved. On the 2lith
day of the month they assembled with fasting, with sackcloth and eerih
upon them end readily confessed their sin. During the first fourth pard

3Toid., p. 47.
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of the day, passages from the Law were read to the people; during the
next three hours the people knelt and confessed their sins, then broke
into a song of praise and blessing to God in a set form of words which
Ezra probably composed and which we have recorded in the Book of Nehemiah
(9:5-38). Finally the mercies of God were recounted and His further mercy
wes sppesled to. The covenant was then renowed, not by word of mouth, bub
in a documentary form (Neh. 9:38), which had been drawn up and to which
Wehemiah, Zadok the Scribe, the heads of the priestly families, the chief
Levites end finally the princes appended their seals, (Neh. 10:1-27).
The rest of the assembly, priests and laymen, male and femele, were
called upon to bind themselves to'an cath and a curse, "to walk in God's
lew" and "o cbserve and do all the commndments of Jehovah, their Lord
and His judcments and His statutes” (Neh. 10:28, 29).

Thers seem to bave been apper-lﬂsd certain protestations on particular
points of rclizions obsocrvance to this generzl promise of obedience to
the Law which the people swore 'bha.t- they would keep in every letter.
Through the joint efforts of Esra end Nehemish, thepedple were called upon
to observe these points also. Among them was the old and vexed question
of intermerriage with the heathen (Weh. 10:30), the proper observance
of the Ssbbath and of the ssbbaticel yesr (Neh. 10:31), the faithful pay-
ment of the first fraits (Neh. 10s35-37) end of the tithes, and tho
edequate suppors of the Temple service year after year by the volmta?'y
offerings of the faithful (Neh. 10:32-3L4). These various reforms, avan
though they increased the burdens of the Judean comamity and restricted
their liberties, still called out the patriotism of the peopls and voke

up their religiocus zeal.
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The time limlts in vhich these two Hebrew leaders worked is uncertain;
but it eppears that their work was begun and completed in a matter of a
few monthez. MNehemiah's book has few chronological motices. His governor-
ship lasted for aboul twelve years; it canmnot be definitely established
during what period of his governorship these two men worked together. The
evidence is against their ﬁavhg laboured together for very long and leads
rather %o the beliel that, while Nehemleh resided permanently at Jerusalem,
Egrs lived at Babylon from where he was sumronad to assist the governor
on this particular occasion,

Ezra's position under Nechemiah was a high one, second only tc the
governor. He was the chief religious 1eader; Upon Nehemizh's srrival
at Jerusalem, Eliachib, the High Priest, appears as a person of greas
Importencs. He was soon; however, cast into the background after Ezre's
arrival, Iven though Eliashib was assigned the task of init-iating the
restoration of the wells of Jerusalem and their initisl consecration was
effected by him, he dissppeared as soon as Ezra appeared on the scsne.
Eliashib fook no part in the celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles,
nor in tho renewel of the covenent. The explanation for this courss of
events suggests that Hehemiah was not s'atisfied with Eliashib's policy
(Neh. 13:4-9, 28) and so substituted for his sexrvices thoss of Esra.
Nehemish's action in tais metter may be justified under the circumstances
since Eliashi® was unfaithful and imprudent in his official dealings. ;




CHAPTER VI
EZRA AS AUTHOR AND EDITOR

Not only did Ezra play an important part 11_1 the history of hias..

. countrymen as the reformer of the Jowish rel:lg:i..ous systex_n, he has also
been remsmbered by succeeding generations for his labours in the literary
field. The Canonical Book which bears his hend provides abundant proof
that this work was s direct result of his hand., Jewish tradition, on
the other hend, ascribes to Ezra the huge task of having edited and
compiled the entire 01d Testament Canon as we have it today.

The majority of the 01d '.l'estament eritics are generslly agreed that
the Book which bears the_ nanme of Ezra is his own composition since it is
written in the first person (Ezra 7:28; 8:1, 15, etc.), and personation
of one writer by another was unknown at the time to which the Bock mist
be ascribed. Some critics, however, especially the German scholers, among
then De Wette, Bertheau and Winer maintain that Esra's vwork bears distinct
traces of two, if not even three hamds. The most marked fraces to which
they refer is the transition from the third to the first person in chapter
seven, and again the tranaition from the first person to the third in the
beginning of chapter ten. One English writer goss even further than these
German critics in meintaining that this Book is the result of the work of
four men, nemely, Daniel, Nehemioh, Haggali and Esre.!

Jewish tradi:tion, on the other hand, ascz';thea the sole authorship of
this wozk to Ezra. . The most credible theory is that Ezra collected the

]'Ge e Rawlinson, Egra and Nehamiahs Their Iives and Times (New York:

Anson D, F Randolph and Co., 1923), P- 53 .
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documents and traditions which constitute the first part (chaptera 1-6),

and was the original asuthor of the second (chapters 7-10).. There iz a

burden of intermal proof favoring the sole authorship of this work. A
marked uniformity of style runs through ths Book; the same phrases fre-
quently occur; there is the same accuracy, the same inclination o insert
documents, the same constent mention of the Levites, the same knowledge

of two languages—-Hebrew and Chaldean--the same mode of desiznating the
Almighty, the same exactness with respect to dates and the like. Or

"Ezrs" moy have been compiled by another personage, for example iMalachi;

but its main parts had all previously passed through the hands of Esra.z

The Book of Nehemiah embodies a document which in all probability

was originally composed by Ezra. This is the prayer which Ezra chanted

to the Almighty imsediately preceding the sealing of the covenzut by two
companies of Levites (Neh. 9:5-38). Those words resemble %o a great

degree in tone of thought and mode of expression the prayer of Egra in his
own Book (Egra 9:6-15). It was, no doubt, written and composed for this
. special occasion and would naturally be the work of the chief ecclesiastical
authority of the tims. Since Eliashib was dsposed soon after Egra's arrival
and this Scribe occupied the high priestly office, we may be safc in assuming
that this prayer was also a product of Ezra's ez';‘.rorl.'-s.3

But Ezra's greatost achievement in the line of literary work, if we

may sllow this work to be his, was the composition of the important and
" extensive worl: knowa to the Jews as "Dibre- hay- yaminm" and represented

in owr Authorized Version by the Two Books of Chronicles. Even though &

2Ibid., p. 53 £
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great many modern critics deny Esra's authorship of this work, the entire
array of Jewich authorities maintain that Ezra was the sole author of
these books. A number of similarities between Egra's Book and these two
books of Chronicles have been pointed out in support of this view held
by the Jewish historiens. The resemblance between the style of Chronicles
and the Book of Egra is striking and extends to those portions of the
latter Book witich are almost universally allowed to be from the hand of
Ezra. A number of these scholars are of the opinion that these two' works

were originally one, and that soms uncertainty prevailed in the early
Joewish schools as to where the severance should he made between them. In

hig biography of Egra, Ra-wlinson gums up the similarities betwesn these

tvio works as follows:

The tone and spirit of the two Books is similar. What has
been celled the Levitical spirit is dominant in both. The
externals of religion are held in high account. The Temple
and Temple worship are all importent. Emphasis is placed
on the proper maintenance of the.priests end Levites, .the
reguler esteblishment of the "courses”, and the righitful
distribution of the several ministrations of the Temple
amony Lthe Levitical femilies. There is the strong desire
of putiting on record the names of the priests and Levites
enployed in the ceremonies that come under notice, and no
opportunity is neglected to doing honor to the order of the
levites. Then again those who refuse to look upon Ezra as
being the author of Chronicles must therefore ascribe certain
portions of the Book of Bzra to "the Chronicler®, since the
ai'-zﬁ.laritii‘.es between the two works are so evident and so
striking.

The circumstances of the times may have called for the writing o:i‘
such a work. "i‘his external proof elso points to Egra as having been the
author of these Books. All critics egree that the mrk was a product of
the posi-exilic era. After the return from Bebylonia, one of the most
Pressing wants of the Judean commmity would be trusta.' :genealogical records.

h_@__i_gl_., p. 54 £.
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Thesé records are found in the Books of the Chronicles and a great
desl of interesting informtion has been extracted from them with respect
to the fortunes of particular tribes. Esra was also chiefly concerned
in restoring the Temple end the public worship of God to the condition it
had becn under the previous kings of Judah. He wished to re-infuse some-
thing of national 1life and spirit into the hearts of the pecple and to
make them feel that they were still the inheritors of God's covenanted
mercies, and that the captivity had only temporarily interrupted, not
dried up, the stream of God's love and favour to their nation. !Io;t_
nothing could more effectually aid these pious and patriotic designs than
sett'ing before the people a compedious history of the kingdom of David,
wihich should embrace a full account of its prosperity, should trace the
gins which led ©o its overthrow, but should carry the thread through the
period of the cap'bivity, and continue it as it were unbroken on the other
side; end those passages in thelr history would be esp-ec:lal:ls' jmportant
which exhibited their greatest and best kings as engsged in building or
resitoring the Temple, in reforming ell corruptions in religion, and
'zealously regelating the services in the House of God. These consideraticns
explain exectly the plan scope of that historical work which consists of
the Two Books of Chroniclés and the Book of Esra. As far as the mgter:l.al
and the sources of informti;:n vhich Ezra mey have used, they are not diffi-
cult to discover. The genealogies are cbviously transcribed from some
register in which were preserved the genealogies of the tribes and families
dravn up et various ti_lma.s : If this work can be ascribed to Ezra, it was

s“'illiam Smith, Dictionary of the Bible (New York: Fleming H. Revell
Company), p. 153. '
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& far more ambitious effort than the brief "Hemoirs" in which Ezra embodied
his recollection of his own first visit to Jerusalem, together with a
sketch of the previous history of the returned emigrants who came with
Zerubsbbel. Chronicles is a work of great research, of wide scope and
of most carsful e:cecution.6
Ezra ie also credited with having setiled the:Cenon of the 0ld Testa-
ment as we have it today. According to Jewish tradition he was mainly
responsible for having compiled and edited the 01d Testament Books waile ,
at Jerusalem in the years after the Babylonian Ceptivity. Eldas Levita,
@ dlstinguished rabbi of the time of tho Reformation, is of the definite
opinion that the editing of the Canon was the work of Eszra and the Greal
Synago:f_-;ue, a body of 120 men assembled to assist him in the conduct of
public and religious affair.7
In comnection with this task of re-editing and compiling the sacred
books of the 0ld Testament, Esra is said to have restored, corrected and
re-edited the whole sacred volume, according to the threefold arrangement
of the Law, the Propaste and the Hagiogrepha. He is also said to have been
responsible for the divisions of the Pesukim, or verses, the writing of
the vowel points handsd down by tradition from lMoses, and the whole series
0f emendabions known as the Keri end ordinarily inserted in the margin of
the Hebrew Bibles. Modern critics regard this traditional view as exaggerated,
but admit that the idea of collaci;:lng the sacred Hebrew literature belongs

to Ezra's time, and thet this Scribe was instrumentel in forming a nucleus

Cgeorge Rawlinson, op. cite, Pe 57s

T tion to the 01d Testament (New
Williem Henry Green, Oenersl Introduc o el
York:s Cherles Scribner's Sons, 1919), Pe 93.
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around which were eventually gathered the various Books at present
constitutine the Hebrew Scriptures. The gathering of this nucleus is
sometimes ascribéd to Nehemlah (2 Macc. 2:13), but we may properly look
upon this tradition as _s:l.gnifying no more than that it was carried out
by his authority. - The actual collector of the secred Baoks s their arranger
and editor, could only be Ema.8

Ezra's main task in comnection with the compiling of these Books
would not be merely to gather the Books together into a single volume,
nor merely to arrenge them in a pért:lcular viay. The Books bore divine
authority whether they were circulated separately or whether combined
with others of like character. His chief concern would bz to bring these
books Torward at a time when their claims could be properly scrutinized
and thus certified to fu'mre'ages as the duly sttested writings of men
inspired by Cod and prepared by the writers for the benefit of His psople
for a1l times to come. Such was the taék that copfronted Ezra and the '
nembers of the Great Synagogue.’ : '

There wae nothing to prevent the collection of these Books of the .
013" Testament by Ezra since all of these works were already in existence
in the period immediastely following the exile. The last addition to the
Cenon vias made by kalschi, a contemporary of Esra. Even though many eritics
are of the opinion that a great mumber of these 0ld Testamsnt books were
written in the centuries imediately preceding the Christian era, they base

8corge Ravlinson, op. cit., p. 59 :
4114an Henry Oreen, op. oit., P. 93
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many of their agsunptions on weak evidence. The might of proof supports
the view that the 0ld Testament Canon in its entirety was already in
existence in the fourth century B, ¢.30
The center and "kernel" of the collection made by Esra was the Lew.
On this Law he had for long years expended his .mos'l'.' diligent labour, his

most careful. thought and all tha resources of his lesrning. He had probably,

while yet in Babylon, collected the various copies of the Law which ths
exlles had broughit with themselves from Palestine, and when he took up
his gbode in Jerusalem, had further collated such other manuscripts as he

found there, thus forming & text witich we may well regard as the basis, at

any rate, of thai which our Hebrew Bible now gives us. The other bocks.
which may reasonably be ascribed to his collection, are the Five Books of
Moses, the Book of Joshma, attached to the Pentateuch in the Samaritan
Version, Judzes, the Books of Kings and Sarmel, the Hagiographa whnich
included the Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Song of Songs, Ruth, Lamentation and
Eccleslastes. In 'existeﬁee were also the works of the "Major amd Minor
Prophets®, namely, Isaieh, Jeremich, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Ob&diah, Jonah,
Miceh, Hahlum, Habakkuk and Zephsnish. The books of Esther, Daniel and
Ezekial were also incorporated into the cancnj these especially had to

be reviewed by Ezra.and the len of the Great Synagogue since they had bsen
written outside the confines of Palestine end their authority had to be
investigated. The remaining seven books of the Old Testament canon were
&lso included; these were Esra, the Books of Ohronicles, Nehemish, Haggai,
Zecharish and finally Malachi who lived and laboured among the Jews durdng
Ezra's lifetime.t-

m;.ii.'! P. 117-
]JGGDI‘EG Ra.“l'.mson, 92' _c_j_-_t_o, P 59 £.
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With respect to the lenguage and charecters used by Ezra in his
writings, it musb be remsmberad that he was familiar with two langusges,
the Hebrew and the Aramaic or Chaldee. The Hebrew is used from She
beginning of his book to chapter 4:7; from chapter L:8 to chapter 6:18
the Aramalc is used; then he returns to the Hebrew until the end of his
vork, with the exception of the letter of Artaxerxes found in chapter 7:12-25.
Hebrew btradition claims that Esra used the square character, the one in v{h:lch
Hebrew books are now printed and which has been used for all Hebrew manu-
scripts Trom the date of the Christion era. Our church fathers, Origen
and Jerome, suprort this view. The Jm;s call this character merubbam,
meaning "square" end ashshurith, meaning "Assyrian." The simplest expla-
nation of this labter term is that it meant "Bebylonian", Dabylonia being
considered a part of Assyria, and that this name was given to the writing
because Ezra brought it "rom Babylon to Palestine. So it is altogether
probzble that Ezre was the first to introduce this square character of
the Hebrew lenguage in the Palestindian eom:-m:d.iv. Soms histordisns are of
the opinion that this new method was adopied so that the Jews of Judea
' might have an additionsl mark of distinction from the Samaritans who still
used the Phoenico-Hebraesn letters. This explanation seems forced; Ezra's
action was, more than likely, dstermined by the simple fact that, to the
Hebrews of his day who could read, the square cursive character was far
more familiar and intelligivle from their long stay in Bsbylon than the
archaic letters of the Phoenicisn type. Since he wished to facilitate
the study of the Law it would seem that he would cause the copies of this
Law to be made in the character best known to those who were liksly o be

its students.t2

nIbid.’ P. 60 f-




CHAPTER VII
EZRA AS LEADER OF THE GREAT SYNAGOGUE

According to Jewish tradition Ezra is credited with having organized
and presided over a governing body formed along parliamentary lines and
knomm as the Great Synesgogue. The object of this orgenization was the
generzl direction of religion in the Judean commmity. Biblical indications
for the existence of this body in the time of Esra are thought to be found
in the Book of Nehemiah, particularly in chapter 8 and chapter 10:32-39.
From Nehemiwh chapter 8, Jewish historians conclude that Ezra was the presi-

dent of this organization. There is every reason to believe that Egra was

assisted in his work by a body of counsellors who advised hiam in patters |
of relizion. It is unfortunate that contemporary evidence is wanting as
to their powers, duties and method of appointment. This body of counssllors
which assiasted Egra may have been the gorm out of which ﬂus Great Synagogue
grew, and the Sanhedrin was probebly a revival in Greco-dacedonian times

of the earlier Grest Synagogue, which after a while, ceased to function.t |

The members of this ;]udiciai body are believed to have been the leadsrs
of Isrsel who returned from the exile and who were responsible for laying
the foundation of the polity comected with the second Temple. It was
assvmed that the men who comprised this group were present at the merorable
occasion on the 2lth day of Tishri in the year Lll B. C. et which time the
people swore "to walk in God's law" and hence they are referred to also as

"ien of the Great Assembly."2

YGeorpe Rewlinson, Esra and Nehemishi Their Lives ard Times. (New Yorks
Anson Da Jz.':% Rendolph m, EE’, P .

2Rilheln Bacher, "The Orest Synagogus,” The Jeulsh Encyclopodia edited
by Isidors Singer (New Yorks Funk and Vagnalls, 1903), %I, E"“L R
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The number of mon comprising this body has not been definitely esteb=
lished. Some historians are of the opinion that there wers 85 men in tiﬂ.s
assenbly, the mumber of those mentioned in Hehemlah 10:2-29 as heving
signed and sealed the covenant which Ezra required of them. However,
Nehemlah m2y nob have found it necessary to enumerate all those who parti-
cipated in thils act; the number may, therefore, be groater. Other higtorians,
on the other hand, are inclined to believe that there were but thirty men
in this group: =some again that there were eighty. However, oux.best
authority on this matter are the Talmdic references and thers it is
definitoly establiched that the (reat Sy;aag;ogue was eompos_ed of 120 men,
' the leader of which vas Bera, and that Hapgal, Zecharish and Malachi were
also membera of this judicial body.3

These men were the religiovs leaders of their day. They established
the code for Jewish life and ritual. Hehemiah tells us that they fixsd
the ritual observance for the firat two guarters of each day (Neh. 913),
and thet the group was also engeged in legislative proceedings, the making
of lsws, etc. (Neh. 10:30 ££.). Tradition has ascribed to it the character
of 2 chief magis*.-;racy, and its members, or rather its leaders, which
included the prophets of that day, were regarded as the authors of cther
obligatory rules.h

This Asserbly, originelly under Esra's leadership, has been rerembered
by Jewish tradition for a mmber of major accomplishments. They laboured
.on the £ingl settling of the 0ld Testament Canon. They introduced the
triple classificabion of the oral law by dividing the study of the Mishnah

31bid., p. 6h2.
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(in the wider sense) into the three branches of midrash, halakot, and
haggadot. They introduced the Feast of the Purim and also daeterminéd on
what day it was o be celebrated. 'The benedictions and prayers which
were to be used in Jewish worship were instituted by these men; in fact,
they arc credited with having shaped the entire Jewish ritusl for worship.
They saw %o 1t that more copies of the Law were put into circulat:bn.s
And finally, they did away with many of the theretofore evils usually
accompanied by illiteracy and ignorance among the masses by introducing
the squere characters as the Hebrew alphabet, eneourage;:l éducation, and
so elevated the nation to a higher level of learning.6

Tradition elso ascribes to these men a passage of three clauses
vhich properly describee their aims and accomplishments and which reads:
"8e heedful in pronouncing sente.nce; have.many pupils; put a fence sbout
the Torah". This aphorism, ascribed to an entire body of men, can only
be interpreted ss expressing their spiﬂt -and tendency. The phrase may
have been formulated by one of its members, perhsps even by Ezra. At all
events it mey be regerded as & historicel and suthentic statement of the
dominating thought of t.he%e early leaders of post-exilic Israelites who
were designeted in the tredition of the Paleatin:ian schools as the men of
the Creat Synzgosue. These words describe the goal %o which these Jewish
teachers, instructors and spritual leaders devoted their lives end efforts.
Ve can ses that tie program of this sssembly was quite gsimiler to Ezra's
chief goal in life in persuading the people “fo walk in God's law® and

-
“Ibid., p. 6l2.
68

imon Glager, Mistory of Isreel (New York: The Star Hebrew Book
Company, 1930), I, 268,




L3 :

%o observe and do all the commandmsnts of Jehoveh their Lord and His
Judgments and His statues.” (Neh. 10128, 29). Their program was carried
out meny years later by the Pharisees who were cautious in pronouncing
legal sentences, who were especlally watchful over the schools and the )
training of the pupils and who assured the observance éf the Law by the
enforcement of protective measures and rulinga.7

Theese men hed a sacred duty to perform. They instructed the people
to adhere to truth, to righteousness and to justice, and to spread learing
throughout the ﬁation. However, in the éourse of tims, the decrees which
thi.s body of men issued came to be regarded more highly than even the pre-
cepts of the Law itself. Thus they came to be responsible to a great
extent -for- the legalism which characterized the Jewish religion in the
following centuries and which finslly culminated in that form of religion

known a3 Judaiea‘..a

T3ewish Encyclopedia, op. cit., p. 6L3.

Bﬂaoz.'ge Rawlinson, op. cit., p. 61.




CHAPTER VIII
EZRA THE FIRST QREAT SCRIBE

Another importent development of this period following the Oaptiﬁty
was the rise of the professional interpreters of the Law called Sopherim
or Scribes. Ezra was the first great scribe and ho was solely responsible
for having orgenized and developed the scribal office. In .the ;-:ost.-ez:!:lic
period the prestige of this class of ieamed men far exceeded its popularity
and importance of the pre-Babylonian era. In the dsys of David and Solomon
the kespers or the registrars of public and private statements bore the
title of "scribes®. These men were secretaries to the king, writing his
letters, drawing up his decrees and managing his fﬁances. I.a:t.er during
Hegekish's »eign the scribe's chief duty was to put into writing all that
had been handed dowm orally. Jeremiah tells us that already in his life-
time these scribes were students end interpreters of the Law, and boasting
of their wizdom (Jeremigh 8:8). But fresh glory was given to this class
of teachers by Ezra in the period following the Basbylonian Captivity. It
was only natural development that after Ezra had so successfully instituted

the Law upon the Jewish commmity, the copying and interpreting of this
Law would become the highest and most coveted profession among the Hebrew

exiles who had returned.t

These Seribes organized themselves into a guild end meintained their
authority by carvefully observing gniformity in their teachings. Instructions

Ji‘lill;lam Smith, Dictionary of the Bible (New York: Fleming H. Revell

Company), p. 881.
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were generally given free of charge, the Scribes usually earning their
livelihood by some trade or occupation. They were honoured and respected
by all. However, gincere as the Scribes may have been in the period imme- 4
diately following the'exile, they eventually came to produce a religion -
vhich called only for & mechanical and outward observance of the Law. They
were mainly responsible for the gradnal development of Judaism. They
busied themselves not only with copying and_-:intnrpreting the Law of God,

but procceded a step further in foisting uwpon the Jewish people a religzion
which consisted entirely in the mechanicel amd outward obaﬁmm of the !
Law. Never in the history of the world was so great a work done so
ailent]y.a :
Tn Brra's day, the Scribes were concerned chiefly with the Mikra,
that is, the simplc recitation, studying end resding of the Lew as in
Hehemish 8:8. They laid down rules for tramscribing it with the most
scrupulous preclsion. When the Law of God was made the rule of life for

the entire Jewish nation and for each indivicual, their second step had
been reached. The Jewish teacher could recognize no principles beyond
the precepts of tho Law. This second stage of the growth of their system !“i
caneasilybe troced when we becoms aware that the principle on which ‘
they acted wesz the sams aos that of the Men of the Great Synagogue. Their

Wotto ordinarily aseribed to the Great Assembly, is seid by some to have

been phrased by one Simon the Just who lived in the year 300 B. C. and

-v-‘hich reads "Our fathers have taught us three things; to be cautious in 3
fudging, to trein many scholers and to set a fence sbout the Law.3

o ;ﬁ- M. Rebwinkel, New Testament World (St. Louis: Concordia Mimso Co.),
!‘ . -

3il1iem Smith, op. eit., p. 88L.
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The, third step inevitebly followed. The letter of the Law soon
received the greater part of the Scribe'’s attention. They brought into
exigtence a complox system of casuistry from ths decisions on fresh ques-
tions. The new precepts came to take the plece of the old cnes. The right
relation of moral and ceremonial laws was not only forgotten but absolutely
inverted. The later Scribes cems to concluaions wh:lch_ the earlier repre-
sentatives of this order might vha.ve looked upon with horrt;r. Vie neesd but
to look at the Scerite and his office in the days -of our Saviour to ses how
far they had gone to force the peopls to obey the letter of the Law. The
decisions of previous rabbis were handed down and were looked upon as being
sacrad and even of more importence than the Law itself. These various deci-
sicng which the Scribes bound upon the consciences of the people were called
the Halachoth. Out of these decisions there was formed a new code called .
the Hishneh. Added %o this were the anecdotes of the schools and of the
courts of lew and ma'ny other sayings including of the wildest fables;
these formed the Gemara which filled up the measure of the institutes of
rabbinic law. The Mishnah and the Gemara were finally Joined together end
the Talmd came into being. Jews throughout the world lock upon the Telmud
as the only nora of 1ife and vorship to this very dey.l

The Scribes were responsible for a development in still another
direction. They studied the 0ld Testament books and looked upon these
sacred vritings not only as a code of laws, but they imagined that these
books sugzested thoughts which eould not be logically deduced from the
writings. These efforts resulted in the Midrashim (searchings or investi-
gation). Tae process by which this meaning, mystical or moral, was elicited

became knowvm as Hegeda (sayings, opinion). Obviously there was no limit to

thid' , P‘ 881.
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such investigetions, A higher stage than even the Hagada was soon
reached. The mystical schéol of t.h:.ls interpretation finally culminated
in the Kabbala (reception or received doctrine). Every letter of 01d
Testament Seripture, every number, becane pregnant with mysteries.’

The Seribes were interested primarily in honoring the Mosaic Law
and meking its precepta the rule of daily life for every Israeclite. They
considered tl;is the most irort.hy object, even though the means which they
took to effect this were often far from worthy. They frequently eucceedsd
in mullifying entirely the Law by burdening it v.'ith a mass of dotedls
utterly foreign to its fundamental principles. They placed the writien

law by the side of the unwritten which was made up of their own infinitesimal

applicabions and explanations, Tradition scon took the place of Scripture.
It came o have not only am equal bub a superior influence in the conduct
of the daily life. The Talmud directly affirms that it is more blemewortiyy
o teach contrery to the instruction of the scribes than to those of the
Law. Iu following such a course, it only naturally follorasd‘i'.hat' the
vital principle of obedience was weazkened at its center. 'n-;a letter was
made more important than the spirit, and the cdmandments of God rendered
of "no effect! by the ‘brad:ltiom!.é

From the New Testament we get & number of significant hints of what
traditionsl Juﬂ.aisn; was in its essential features. It required the palking
clesn the outside of the cup and platter®. It so extended the law of tithes
as to include mint, anise and cummin, while the weightier matters were neg-

lected. It increased the number of fasts enjoined in the law from one in

5Ipid., p. 88i.
épamin Cone Bissell, Biblical Antiquities (Philadelphia: The Amsricen
 Sunday School Union, 1886), P+ 303
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a year to G each week and adopted the unseemly cust-om of praylng at
the corners of the streets "to be seen of men". The Sabbath was made a
day of painful observances. Thirty-nine different forms of activity,
illegal cn tlie Sabbath, are enumerated in the Talmd. The day of rest
was prolonged and made to begin even batore the sétting of Friday's sun.
The no;;es of the Wew Testament reveal to va that all spontaneity of
relirr.isus service along with lens:lt:weness of conscience, was effectuall;-
crushed out, and religion was made to consist in a machinelike obserwvance
of outward rules alcne, 7

The whele of this system of traditionaliam was built up of

inmumerable rites and ceremonies, en elaborate’ formalistic

code of falsified réquirements, an intricate sccummlation

of dozmas demanding the painstaking observance of hypceritical

non-essentials s thich were so stressed as to lead the mis-

guided followers of the Pharasaic tesching to believe that

in their fulfillment ‘lay the falfillwent of their religion.

ihis consbituted a rdgmarole of rules snd prohibitions, all

erizing from the dread of sacrilege or contamination, and

ceal..n,_ with the swearing of oaths, the washing of hands and

utensils s the purification of clotﬁ:lng and houses, the

eabing of different kinds of meats, ead the defllemt

resu.e.t.mg Iroz contact with Gentiles.

The Scribes were soon regarded to,be the religious leaders of their
day. The priests who were in the forefront in religious matiers during
the period of the monarchy, were all but forgzotten. The Scribs arcse to
replace both the priest and the prophet. In the gifted Ezra the scribal
and priestly offices were united. It was not until the Haccabsan siruggle
that these two stood over against one another as avowed antsgonists. This
serves to explain better than almost anything else the origin of the w0

principal divisions in post-exilic Judaism. The party of the Pharisess

"Ibid., p. 383 £.
84, 3. Rebwinkel, op. cit., P. 112.°
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sprang out of that of the scribes; the party of the Saducees out of that
of the priests. Heither was ever numerically identical with the body
from which it arose; but the spirit and tendencies of the priesthood in
the later times were alvays best represented by the Saduccean party
while the Pharisees answered as the flower of the seed to the principles
and aims of the powerful class of scribes.’ )

It is difficult to say whether Ezra would have sanctioned the methogls
used and the courses taken by these Scribes who followed him in the office
which he instituted. Howsver, Ezra will be forever remembered as having
successfully persuaded his countrymen "to walk in God's law". H-:;hamme:l,
who lived almost a thousand years after Egra's day, regarded Ezra the
Scribs as having been solely responsible for having developed the Jews
intu the "People of the Book".m

9%win Cone Bissell, op. cit., p. 282 f.

104cary Thatcher Fouler, Oreat Leaders of Hebrew History (New York:
The Macmillan Company, 1920), p. 151




CHAPTER IX
LATER LIFE, DEATH AND CHARACTER OF EZRA

The lest distinct notice of Ezra conteined in Holy Scripturs is
the account of the part wihich he took with Nehemiah in the dedication of
the welle of Jerusalem (Neh. 12:27-43). After this event he disappears
from the scene of the Judean commnity never to be mentioned agoin in
the Biblical narrative. This event probably occurred in the year
hh3 B. €. when Ezra would, according to our calculations, have attained
vhe age of 5T years. It is impossible to determine whether Esre roturnsd
to liab;;flon or wnether he spent the remsining yesrs in his adopted state
of Judea. Very little history has been hended down to us with rospect
%o these years in Jewish history. Hence once agein we are forced Go
rely merely on Jewish traditions, which, in this particular matter, are
contradictory end therefore unreliable. X

One tradition handed down cleims that Eszra returned to Babylon where
he rasided until his desth at the age of 120 years, end that he was buried
in e masnificent tomb ab the point where the Tigris and the Euphrates
Rivers join. Another legend states tha.t he was a courtier in 'bh(? retimue
of King Artaxerxes ab the time of his death.,l In this particulsr matter,
Josephus is perhops our best authority. According to this Jewish historian
Ezra is said to have remained in Jerusalem the remaining years of'?ris life

waere he lgboured untiringly snd that he lived to a ripe old age, died

2
there, and was honoured with'a magnificent funeral.

g1 G, Hirsch, "Esra," The Jewish dla, edited by Isidore
Singer (New Yorks Funk end Vegnalls, 1903), V, 322. . - .

2Ibid" P- 322- (]
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Ezra'a death is believed to have occurred betwesn the years B. C.
420-410. This would mean that he would have attained the sge of between
80 to 90 years. This would agree with the report of Josephus that he
. "died an old man“.B i

It is quite difficult to sum up the work and character of Ezra in
a few words. le comes before our eyes in so many capacities, and he is
revealed to us in such brief flashes, bhat it is difficult to form eny
distinet conception of the map and his work. He was a studen®, linguist,
historian, teacher and preacher, judge, governor, reformer of a r_aligioua
systen and the second founder of a political commmity. Ve cannot say
that he was a nan of, brilliant genius nor a man of great originality.
Still we have to look upon him as onc of the born leaders of men, one
throush whose efforts the whole Jewish world was influenced. Later
Judaism, the Judaism of Maccabean times, derived all that was best in
4% from Rora, it wesl, its burning desire to keep itself unpolluted
from the jmpure idolatries and debasing superstitions of heathenism end
its passionate attachmsnt to the Lalr,h

The shubbornness sad strength wl;x:l.dl characterized the later Judsan
nation and which ennbled it to resist and overcoms the persecubing
Hellenisn of Antiochus , and to battle for years on almost equal terms
with the mighiy legions of Roms can be traced back to Ezra. In exalting
and so earnestly propsgating the Lew, in ehowing such fierce exclusivensss
and gtern rejection of the heathen element that was creeping into the
nation, he was direcily responsible for kesping alive that epirit of
exclusive patriobism which carried the people through five centuries of

e H I k
BGeorge Rawlinson, Ezra and Nehemiaht Their Iives and Timss (New York:
Anson D. I, Rendolph and Company, 1923), Pe 09.

thidl’ p. 71.
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- difficulty and struggle. The spirlt of Esra lived on in the hearts of
the "Zealots" who fought so desperately againat the for_cea of Rome in
ettempting to defend the very walls that Ezre himself had consecrated.®
If we would look at Ezre and his work purely from a political angle,
we might be inclined to sy that he was somewhat of a failure. But we
wovld also be viewing the man from the wrong angle; for Esra vas not a
statesmon. He did not aim at political and national greatness. On the
contrary, he was an idealist. And the success of an mealigt is not to
be found in meterial prosperity; but rather an idealist lives solely for
hig idea. I his idea triumhs, he is satisfied. And Judged by this
'standard, the only feir standard, Ezra's work was certainly a success.
He injected 1life into the spirits of his countrymen and filled them with
a new entlmsissm. He turned a few weal: bands of despondent exiles inito a
vigorous and energetic people. He established the separateness of the
Jews., In saving and restoring the religion of his countrymen he was .
solely responsible for transmitiing the J_em:lh religion to future ages
as 2 preciouns casket which contained the seed of the great spiritual
faith for which the world was 1.';ai*|'.i.ng.6
In temperament, Esra was exbremlr passionate and emotionsl. Shams
parslysed his tongue when he thought to whet reproach he would lay himself
open if, after boasting that God'e protection was all sufficlent, he
should stoop to ask the Persian king for troops to defend hin on his
long and dangerous journey to Jerusalem. His heart was filled with

5Ibid., P. 7L £,

Swalter F. Adenay, Esre Nehemioh end Esther (New Yorks George H.
Doran ch), De 16° £.
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congternation when he saw the extent to which his comt.:'.,vmn had gone
in their mixed merriages. "Ehsn_I heard this thing," he said, "I rent
my garment and my mantle, and plucked off the hair of my head and of
my beard and sai down asi:onied," (Esra 9:3). So passionate and emotionsl
was the prayer vhich he offered to God on behalf of the sins of the
people, that thelr emotions were stirred and they thrilled with sympathy
when they heard him pray. So great was his grief that for three dsys he
retired into the Temple chambers abstaining from food and drink. . In all
of his dealings with his countrymen there is a warmth in his devotions
and a da;pth and fervour in his aympathy.7

Egra's faith in God is admirable. No matter how great the discourage-
ment, he remained clinging to the Most High. He traveled cheerfully to
Jerusalon fully confident that the hand of the Lord wes upon nim. Upon
his arrival in the Jndean commnity he immediately paused to show his
gratefulness to God for having brought him safely to the end of his
Journey. When confronted ﬁth the problems of the community he sought
refuge in the Almighty pleeding for support, strength and guidance.a

It may be true thet Ezra's aims oftentimes wero "narrow® and his
methods "rigid”. His religion was of & severe type and tinged with
asceticisn, He leid a gréat stress on fasting. After leaving Babylon
he paused in his journeys and proclaimed a fast that he and his people
migh, "afilict themselves before God, and seek of Him a right way for
themselves and their substance, and their little ones". (Ezra 8:21).
The tearing of his hair, his sbstinence from food and his retirsment
into the chamber of the Temple gives traces of asceticisa. When the

7Georga Rawlinson, op. cit.; p. 72 £. .
' 8bad., p. 3.
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people agsembled to renew their eovenant, it may have bsen at Ezra's
comuand that they "fasted, and put sackcloth and ashea upon their bodies™
(Neh. 9:1). He hed a desp sense of the awsful majesty of God for he
. knew him 23 "the G;'eat, the terrible and the Mighty" and he fesred the
chastisement and snger of his righteous God (Bzra 9:11k).?

Howover, Ezra saw not only the severity of God. The religion which
he inculcated w2s nol one of mere gloom and austerity. He also set God
forth as Une who spared and who forgave (Neh. 9:8, 9), as One who punished
His pecple far less than their iniquities deserved (Ezra 9113), as One who
vas "ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and_o:r great
kindness® (Neh. 9:17). Vhen his countrymsn were overcoms by ths:_l.r grief,
Ezra checked the people in their sorrow by aag-'.tng, ¥¥ourn not, nor weep.
Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the swest, and seqd porbions unto
them for whon nothing is prepared; for this day is holy unto our Lords
neithor be ye sorry for the joy of the Lord is your strength” (Neh. 839, 10).
These various incidents tend to sweeten and brighten our idea of Ezra's
religion and of subsequent Juda:llem. Strict and severe as Ezra n'a;r have
been in his dealings with his countrymen, yet we see in this Great Scribe,
in this Sscond Founder of the Jewish State, in this Great Reformar, a
leader who held the balance even between a religion of gloom and light
heartedness, and one who set forth God befors the eyes of men in His
true charscter, as.at once good-and severe, merciful and just, a God

of loveclo

9Flenisig James, Personalities of the 0ld Testament (New Yorks Charles
Scribner's Sons, 1939), p. LTT.

10%a1ter F. Adeney, op. cit., P- 308.
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Ezra's personal charaet;:r stands out in the narrative, both in
il Ezra.aud In Nehamizh, as that of a thoroughly earnest, God-pleasing,
God-fearing, and man-loving man, without speck or flaw. Not of courss

P ——

that he wes really perfect; but his defects are unnoticed. As a teacher

he wes indefatigable in his dctivity. In his reliance upon God he gives
evidence of a deep senss of dependence upon the Almighty. With St. Panl

we sce him looking with horror st sin, but with pity on the sinner. As ‘
& gervani, of the Persian king, he go approves himself to his master as

" to be singled out for the high trust of an important commission. While
exacting thai comudission he shows dsvotion, reliance upon God, honourable
anxiety to discharge his duties felthfully and with exactitude, and a
supirit of prayer end self-mortification that cammot be too highly commended.
As 1:9?:-::!.1& of the Judean state he is prompt and decided in taking the
measures necessery Lo purify the Jowlsh community, he persuadss rather

than comands, snd he completes his tasks with the good-will and agree-
mant of all concermed. He shows no jJealousy or discontent while lasouring
wnder Nehemiah even though previously he himself waes in charge of conducting
all of the public affairs in the Judean state. Simple, candid, devout,
sympathetic, full of energy, unselfish, patriotic, never weary of well
doing, he oceupied a most important position in the Judean community

at a most importent period in Jewish history. He was the second founder

of the Jewish gtate. He left behind him a reputation among the Jews
inferior only to that of Moses. And the traditions wiich cluster about

his nems, even if they had no other value, would ab any rate mark the

high e‘bﬂ.’m in which his sbilities and charecter were held by his country-

men,
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Tro treditionsl sayings concerning Esra handed down in Jewish
tradition point to his accomplishment and to his greatness. "ihen the
Law was forgotten of Israe].,_ Ezra went up from Babel anc_! found it." And
again, "Ezra was worthy that the Law should have been given through hinm
to Israel, if it had not been that ¥oses preceded him,"1l

114, ¥, Rehwinkel, New Testament World (St. Louis: Concordia Mimeo Co.),
II, 110.

R RETTEE




BIBLIOGRAPHY

Adeneg, Walteg F. Egra, Nehemiah and Esther. New York: George H. Doran
0., ale ° 2

Bacher, Wilheln. "The Great Synagogue," The Jewish Enc dia. XI.
Edited by Isidore Singer. New York: —ﬁnmﬁﬁﬂ%%ﬁh

Bissell, Edwin Cone. Biblical Antiquities. Philadelphia: The American
Sunday School Union, 188G, .

Blunt, Al.; W. F., Isrsel before Christ. London: Oxford University Press,
1924.

Cheyne, T. K. Jewish Religious Life after the Exile. New York: G. P.
Putnem's Sons, 1915.

Edersheim, Alfred. The Life and Times of Jesus the Messish. I. Grand

e o

Rapids: W, 3. Gordman's Publishing 0o., 1945. )

Fowler, Henry Thatcher. Oreat Leaders of Hebrew History. New York: The
Mecmillan Gompany, 1920. .

Geiger, Abroham. Judaism and Its.History. Translated from ths JGerman by
Charles Newburgh. Hew fork: The Bloch Publishing Co., n. d.

Glazer, Simon. History of Isrsel. II. New Yorks The Ster Hebrew Book
Co., 1930.

Graetz, Heinrich. History of the Jews. I. Philadelphia: The Jewish
Publication Soclety of America, 1891.

Oreen, Willism Henry. Oenersl Introduction to the Old Testament. New
York: Charles Scribner's Sons,. 1916.

Hastinge, Jsmes. The Greater Men and Women of the Bible, IV. New Yorks
Scribner's erd Soms, 1915.

Hirsch, Emil G. "Egra,” The Jewish Encyclopedia. V. Edited by Isidore
S.’:.nger. New York: Funk and Wagnalls, 1903, pp. 6L0-643.

Isaacs, Abram S. What is Judaism? New York: G. P. Putnen's Sons, 1912.

James, Fleming. Personslities of the Old Testement, New York: Charles
Scribner's Sons, 1939.

Kellett, E. E. A Short History of the Jews. New York:
1929. :

The Dial Press,




.

Kent, Charles Foster. The Makers and Teachers of Judaism. New York:
Charles Scribmer's Sons, 1911.

Kittel, Rudolph. QOreat Men and Movements in Isrsel. New York: The
Macmillan Company, 1929. '

Knott, Loura A. Student's History of the Hebrews. MNew York: The
I,&bi'ﬂ zdon Press, 1922, SXise

M'Clintock, Jdohn and James Strong. FIJE._OE of Bi.blical g;cal
and Ecclesiastical Literature. ork T and Bro
Publichers, 109L.

Cttley, R. L. A Short History of the Hebrews to the Roman Period. New
York: The Macmillen Company, 1923«

Rawlinson, George. Esra and Nehemiah: Thoir Lives and Times. New TYork:
An-o*x D. F. Randolph and Company, 1890.

Rehwinkel, 4, i, New Teatammt VWorld. II. St. Louls: Concordia Seminary
lﬂmea Gompany, e

Sanders, ¥rank Knight. History of the Hebrews: Their Political and
Social Development. New Yorky Charles Boribner's Sons, 1928.

- Smith, William. Dictionary of the Bible. New York: Fleming H. Revell

Company, n. d.

e ——— e e




	The Life and Work of Ezra
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1627565405.pdf.nnSmF

