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The party of exiles arrived in Jerusalem on the first day of the
fifth wonth of July. They had been four months upon their jowrney. The
direct distance between Babylon and Jerusalem is approximately 520 miles,
but the eircuitous route which they followed easily doubled the distance.
Various stops had to be wmade along the way so that Ezra might deliver
the "king's comnissious™ to the various rulers. It can be safely esti-
meted that the exiles averaged approximately eight miles a day as they

Journeyed homsward to Jeruaalem.u

pid., p. 35 £.




CHAPTER IV
EZRA AND THE MARRTAGE REFORLS

I seems strengze that Esra &elayad so great a length of time before
he set into opsration his work of reform. As mentioned before, he had
been informed while yet in Babylon of the conditions that prevailed in
Jerusalen, of the mixed marrisges, of the religious indifference of his
countrymen and of their general laxity in 211 matters both morel and
religious. A period of four months passed before any action was tzken
by Ezre. He may have spent this time studying conditions and receiving
reporvs of the situation. Finally, however, the time had come to seize
" this evil by the roots and destroy this cancerous grouth.]' -

God's coimandments forbidding marriage with the Cenasnites end which
had been glvai.z %o the people through Moses was being openly transgressed.
Concerning these heathen God had said to His people, "Thy daughter thou
shalt noi ;;.iva unto his son, nor his daughter shelt thou take unto thy
son" (Deut. 7:3), Even though this' comnandment had been broken on a
mumber of occasions before this time, it seems that now it was forgotien
in its entirsty. Foreign marriages had become maiters of.everyday occurrence.
Wives hed been teken from the Hitties, Perisszites, Jebusites, Canzanites,
Amonites and Amorites. The Levites and priests were as guilty in this
matter as were the common people and the upper classes had espscially trens-
gressed this commandment. And the consequences were such as would be

expected. Idolatry was now being tolerated in the Holy Land; superstitious

L Rudolph Kittel, Great ien and Movements in Isracl (New Yorks The
Macwillan Company, 1929), p. he2.
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practices had crept into religions effairs and the purity of worship was
geriously endangered. The m_lxed' marriages viere gravely endangering both
the moral and rcligious life of his eombrymn.z K

The manner in’ which Ezra procesded seems to.suggest. to .us tha-t. he
. wished to utilize public opinion rather then force end violence %o achisve
his goal. Iigz created a cerefully considered scene which really expressed
his feelings and was elso calculated to moke en impression upon the masses.
In -ﬁw dramatic style which is quite naﬁral to an Orientel, he rent both
his tunic end mantle and tore the hair from his head and his long priestly
beerd. It was a sign of his horrified and stertled emotions. - Through the
i.ong hours of the summer afternoon he sat amazed and silent on the Temple

3
pavement.”

A%.tho time of the evening sacrifice, Ezra poured forth his heart to
God in prayer. In this outburst which he addressed to the Almignty e see
the tme chara-cter of this great Scribe. The prayer contains not a single
petition. He identified hi.msel.i';' with his people, innocent though he wes
in %his particular transgression of God's law, and pleaded with God to
loock mercifully upon His people becsuse of "our iniquities" end "our ires-
passes®, Ft-oé_tmte with self-mmiliation he cried, "0 my God, I am ashamesd
and blush to 1if% my face to Thee, my God.” In this manner Ezre was hope-
ful of moving the people to share in his feelings of shame and sbhorrence
for the practices which he was now deploring. He was well awere that the

nn:i'.ional 1life of these people hung on God's good pleasure——that if they

Seorge Rawlinson, Esra and Nehemish: Their Lives and Times (Mew Yoxrk:
Anson D, F, Rendolph and Co., 1923); P+ 30.

sﬂlaltez' F. Adeney, Ezra, Nehemish and Esther (New York:s George H.
Doren Co.), p. 133 £. - _ :
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should again fall swoy by opealy transgressing God's commandments after
Just having been miraculously returned from the Captivity, God's anger
would be so sreat that there should be no.remant or eacap:l.ng.h

Fzra's I'Jraye'r and confession, his grievous weeping and prostrate
humiliation before God had its desired effect upon the psople. 4s the
news spi-ea:i throughout the city, a great congregation of men, womsn and
chﬂdren-asseﬁnled before the Temple to gaze upon this strange sight.
Perhaps some slready realized the only course which was open to them, the
violent rupture of home ties, the severance of husband and wife, of parent
and child, the complete sacrifice of human love on what appeared to be
the altar of duty to God.” '

To Ezrals delight, Shechaniah, the son of Jehiel, one of the leaders
in the commnity stepped forward and, as spokesman for the people, con—
fessed his own and the nation's sins and promised Ezre that he would have
. their full cooperation in rooting this evil out of Israel. He besought
Ezra to arise, to l;a of good courage, and to proceed with the work of
tearing asundsr the marriages which were threatening the life of the
Judean comanity.

Ezra immedistely extracted an oath from the people assembled before '
the Temple, from the clergy and the laity, that they would execuie this
covenant. Messengers were quickly sent throughout the area surrounding
Jerusalen sumsoning ell the people of Judea to gather in the courtyard
of the Temple within three days, under severe penalty should any refuse
to come. After the congregation had becn assembled Egra once again

l'George Rawlinson, op. cit., p. 4O.
Walter F. Adensy, op. git., D 12 L.
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repeatod his demands and the people again approved them. However, since
the rainy seasor was upon them, it being about the month of December,
and since the task would require meny days, this work was handed over
to a commitiee over which the leaders of the congregation presided to-
gether with Bzra. The courts convened and the divorces were granted.
Ho one escaped this domestic: reformation; even though some opposition a
aroge, within three montha t.he elien branches were cut ofi from the
vine of Isracl. '

Egra'c record of governorship concludes rather abruptly at this
point., After giving the names of ‘those who had. taken strange wive;s,
Ezra 'br'ings his own Book to a close. He disappears from the scens for
fourteen years, retumin;g in the year Ll B. C. during Nehemioh's governor-
ship. & period of sbout eight months had passed between Ezra's arrivel
in Jeruealem and the completion of this reform movement. It seems that
at this time Ecra was either recalled by Artaxerxes to Babylon or he may
have returned of his own accord to report on the general conditions of

the Palestinian province.




CHAPTER V

THE INSTITUTION OF THE LAW AND EZRA'S RELATIONS
WITH NEHEMIAH

It was not until fourteen years later that_Em r'eappeared on the
scene. Scme historians are inclined to believe that Ezra spent these
years ian Jeruszlem where he laboured unwearingly in training and educating
a number of judges and scribes who would be cepable of governing and
ruling over the Judean community. Others again are of the opinion that
Ezra returned to Babylon either by order of Artaxerxes or of his omm
accord, where he spent these fourteen years smong his countrymen. The
latter view sssms 4o be t.he most probable. This view would account for
the shrupt tersdnetion of Ezra's narrative and for the relapse of the
Jews into their former irregularities which was so apparent at the time
of Ezra's second return described in the Book of Nehemish. Had Ezrs been

-on the scene in Jerusalem we can scarcely believe that he would have per-
mitted the conditions in Judea to fall to such a low ebb. Socially,
religiously and morally the people ggain were in a bad way. The study of
the Law wes again being neglected. The Temple worship was being performed
in a slovenly manner and the House of God was even baing used by unscru-—
pulong persons for their own private use. Once again many had entared
into mixed merriages. On these grounds, it stems best to conclude that
Egra spent these foprteén years between 458-hlh B. C. at Bsbylon or else-

vhere in the Persien Emp:l.ra.l

1ﬂeorga Rawlinson, Esra and Nehemigh: Their Iives and Times (Mew York:
Angon D, F. Randolph end CO., “1923), p. Wt I.
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Heanvhile, the Judesn commmnity was being ruled by one, Nehemish, a
governor, vhom Artexerxes had sent from Babylon to rejuvenate the Jews in
Jeruselem. Ichemich msy have been directly mmibh for summoning Ezra
from Babylon, o wherever he msy have been at the tim; to assist him in
carrying oub the reform \:.ork that weas needadso badly. It is strange that
nelther of these men make any direct reference in their respective works
as having worked together in any reformatory work in Judsa. But it is
generally admitied and believed that these two men lived and laboured

_together at this point in Jewish history. Nehemish and Ezra wero ex-
cellently fitted to mssist and supplement each other. On the one hand,
Nehemiah was a born political leader, a statesman, a werrior who was well
guited to grepple with and overcome any dangers that might arise. Esra,
on the other hand, was a teacher, one who was able to convince, persuade,
instruct, educate and Yo gulde the.people in the true lnowledge and pure
religion. Nehemish was well prepared to cope with the external diffi-
culties; Brzra waz well equipped to deel with any internal matters; espe-
cially with the moral and religious problems of the people.?

Bzra's arrival in Jerusalem seems to have preeed.ad the time for the
observance of the Feast of the Tabernacles, usuglly celebrated in the
season of fall after the crops had been gathered from the fields. Even
though this festival had been restored by Zerubabbel upon his arrival
at Jerusslen (Ezra 3i1l)), it had since then been neglscted. Upon his
arrival Egra intended to re-introduce this festival. His object was %o
revivs the Judean commmity from the state of depression into which i%
had fallen since his first visit to the city. Since it was the seventh

2Thid., p. IS L.
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month of the year, the Jubilee month, apd a tims for joy and rejoicing,
Ezra read from God's Word those passages which required the celebration
of the harvest festival with gladness and WQIW and insisted that
the people hezd his words. Tae inhabitants po{:red from the city and
into the comntryside whore they gathered the branches, the houses were
built and the people gave themselves up to rejoicing and festivity. Day
after day Ezra read to the congregation from the Book of the Law of the
Lord; for seven days the feast was kept; on the eighth day the "solemn
assenbly® was hsld.

The festivities being over, the Jews who had agssembled from 2ll parts
of Judes no doubt cxpected to bo dismissed that they might return to their
homes. Buib a further religious duty was imposed upon them. After a day .
of rest, the second day was set eside &s a day of humiliation and sbsti-
nence; a confession of sin had to be made and the pesople were to renew
their covenant with God. It was to this that all of the previous
solemnities—the reading and cxpounding of the Law and the keeping of
the Feast of the Tabernacles—had been intended to lead up. Ezra seized
this occasion to introduce reforms of a sweeping nature. He was deter-
mined to strike while the iron wes hot, while the people were penitent,
conscious of their sin and determined to remew their lives. His ain
was to induce the people to make a solemn profession of the complste
acceptance of the Lew and henceforth to 1ive up to it.>

A1l went woll for Ezra. The people were deeply moved. On the 2lith
day of the month they assembled with fasting, with sackcloth and eerih
upon them end readily confessed their sin. During the first fourth pard

3Toid., p. 47.
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of the day, passages from the Law were read to the people; during the
next three hours the people knelt and confessed their sins, then broke
into a song of praise and blessing to God in a set form of words which
Ezra probably composed and which we have recorded in the Book of Nehemiah
(9:5-38). Finally the mercies of God were recounted and His further mercy
wes sppesled to. The covenant was then renowed, not by word of mouth, bub
in a documentary form (Neh. 9:38), which had been drawn up and to which
Wehemiah, Zadok the Scribe, the heads of the priestly families, the chief
Levites end finally the princes appended their seals, (Neh. 10:1-27).
The rest of the assembly, priests and laymen, male and femele, were
called upon to bind themselves to'an cath and a curse, "to walk in God's
lew" and "o cbserve and do all the commndments of Jehovah, their Lord
and His judcments and His statutes” (Neh. 10:28, 29).

Thers seem to bave been apper-lﬂsd certain protestations on particular
points of rclizions obsocrvance to this generzl promise of obedience to
the Law which the people swore 'bha.t- they would keep in every letter.
Through the joint efforts of Esra end Nehemish, thepedple were called upon
to observe these points also. Among them was the old and vexed question
of intermerriage with the heathen (Weh. 10:30), the proper observance
of the Ssbbath and of the ssbbaticel yesr (Neh. 10:31), the faithful pay-
ment of the first fraits (Neh. 10s35-37) end of the tithes, and tho
edequate suppors of the Temple service year after year by the volmta?'y
offerings of the faithful (Neh. 10:32-3L4). These various reforms, avan
though they increased the burdens of the Judean comamity and restricted
their liberties, still called out the patriotism of the peopls and voke

up their religiocus zeal.
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The time limlts in vhich these two Hebrew leaders worked is uncertain;
but it eppears that their work was begun and completed in a matter of a
few monthez. MNehemiah's book has few chronological motices. His governor-
ship lasted for aboul twelve years; it canmnot be definitely established
during what period of his governorship these two men worked together. The
evidence is against their ﬁavhg laboured together for very long and leads
rather %o the beliel that, while Nehemleh resided permanently at Jerusalem,
Egrs lived at Babylon from where he was sumronad to assist the governor
on this particular occasion,

Ezra's position under Nechemiah was a high one, second only tc the
governor. He was the chief religious 1eader; Upon Nehemizh's srrival
at Jerusalem, Eliachib, the High Priest, appears as a person of greas
Importencs. He was soon; however, cast into the background after Ezre's
arrival, Iven though Eliashib was assigned the task of init-iating the
restoration of the wells of Jerusalem and their initisl consecration was
effected by him, he dissppeared as soon as Ezra appeared on the scsne.
Eliashib fook no part in the celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles,
nor in tho renewel of the covenent. The explanation for this courss of
events suggests that Hehemiah was not s'atisfied with Eliashib's policy
(Neh. 13:4-9, 28) and so substituted for his sexrvices thoss of Esra.
Nehemish's action in tais metter may be justified under the circumstances
since Eliashi® was unfaithful and imprudent in his official dealings. ;




CHAPTER VI
EZRA AS AUTHOR AND EDITOR

Not only did Ezra play an important part 11_1 the history of hias..

. countrymen as the reformer of the Jowish rel:lg:i..ous systex_n, he has also
been remsmbered by succeeding generations for his labours in the literary
field. The Canonical Book which bears his hend provides abundant proof
that this work was s direct result of his hand., Jewish tradition, on
the other hend, ascribes to Ezra the huge task of having edited and
compiled the entire 01d Testament Canon as we have it today.

The majority of the 01d '.l'estament eritics are generslly agreed that
the Book which bears the_ nanme of Ezra is his own composition since it is
written in the first person (Ezra 7:28; 8:1, 15, etc.), and personation
of one writer by another was unknown at the time to which the Bock mist
be ascribed. Some critics, however, especially the German scholers, among
then De Wette, Bertheau and Winer maintain that Esra's vwork bears distinct
traces of two, if not even three hamds. The most marked fraces to which
they refer is the transition from the third to the first person in chapter
seven, and again the tranaition from the first person to the third in the
beginning of chapter ten. One English writer goss even further than these
German critics in meintaining that this Book is the result of the work of
four men, nemely, Daniel, Nehemioh, Haggali and Esre.!

Jewish tradi:tion, on the other hand, ascz';thea the sole authorship of
this wozk to Ezra. . The most credible theory is that Ezra collected the

]'Ge e Rawlinson, Egra and Nehamiahs Their Iives and Times (New York:

Anson D, F Randolph and Co., 1923), P- 53 .
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documents and traditions which constitute the first part (chaptera 1-6),

and was the original asuthor of the second (chapters 7-10).. There iz a

burden of intermal proof favoring the sole authorship of this work. A
marked uniformity of style runs through ths Book; the same phrases fre-
quently occur; there is the same accuracy, the same inclination o insert
documents, the same constent mention of the Levites, the same knowledge

of two languages—-Hebrew and Chaldean--the same mode of desiznating the
Almighty, the same exactness with respect to dates and the like. Or

"Ezrs" moy have been compiled by another personage, for example iMalachi;

but its main parts had all previously passed through the hands of Esra.z

The Book of Nehemiah embodies a document which in all probability

was originally composed by Ezra. This is the prayer which Ezra chanted

to the Almighty imsediately preceding the sealing of the covenzut by two
companies of Levites (Neh. 9:5-38). Those words resemble %o a great

degree in tone of thought and mode of expression the prayer of Egra in his
own Book (Egra 9:6-15). It was, no doubt, written and composed for this
. special occasion and would naturally be the work of the chief ecclesiastical
authority of the tims. Since Eliashib was dsposed soon after Egra's arrival
and this Scribe occupied the high priestly office, we may be safc in assuming
that this prayer was also a product of Ezra's ez';‘.rorl.'-s.3

But Ezra's greatost achievement in the line of literary work, if we

may sllow this work to be his, was the composition of the important and
" extensive worl: knowa to the Jews as "Dibre- hay- yaminm" and represented

in owr Authorized Version by the Two Books of Chronicles. Even though &

2Ibid., p. 53 £

S
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