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It 1. AVitl.ent t ho.t vo bocono the ahiltlron of God by a nplrltw:Ll 
birth; but m, ouroly cmmot bo born of th,;, Stiirit ul'11-
beco1:1in{!: ra.rt ~-kore of or !)00001Blng the Splr1 , •••• 
Evo:t,1," m:?.t\ i e 1Jroi1Jllted or :novocl end lod �~� :ao::ae po118r or 
motive; Rono :ln'Wl',:rd, hid.don prina:l.:ple, and this hld.den or 
Moeen �~ �o�~ �~ �?� in 1Gan l e cnlled the ap1r1t of 11Da.11 ·· 

lt i God u o a. P.&lt:1 througn Bia liol.1' Si,lrlt to cinvlnco the aouls of 

mnn of their oil1 r..url Di'tnr their ro11onto.naa to oomfort tb.em. !bus, ln 

tlJG f'i nc.l e~l ysis �~� ·tho 1nduolli118 ot tlie third porRon ot tho Godhead 

plu~ t he coo1> r ... '!,ion of msu1 !1 corl"1f!)t uill onu.,ae QDJl•s ze.1-n:.t.ion. Jesus 

end Hi u c.t ono:oont :u·-11 i t, afi'oct, glvon the second pl.n.ce. In thin wq 

ttt-\n i z cl :v ... -e<t fr\'>:11 the ,11cke4 nnturo of Adan into tho good mituro of 

Ohr iat.12 

It i of. u~most im~>Ort!~nca t~.t men attain thiu naluro of Cbriat 

t'h.ro'IJ.r.' · r 0 · t nnc. 'bocauoe rene.il of the mind ooa tho ti:rat c:ol!rnl3Ddtlent 

of Jesus r.o ue Ma f r o~i1 Hatt'hett �4�1�1�? % � Hot onlr we thla His f'1Ht ordozi 

of d1roction. llut alGo 11:1.s laat A!I vo lem-n. from Lulm ?.41!:6,4?. !his i-o,. 

pon.t anc~ ttas to be "lr enahed in all the world by the apostles (Act!J 17::30) 

111 ordor to ::9roouea ''i"i,µ.ta m~ntt for r Gl)ont.auc,,.11 (MaH. 3:8). In otl\or 

vordo, i t ,-:-11.~ -:;11 b~ :--. •1>l'e1c'l.chil"-8 ,r'ilerab.r an ont1re o~ for tho beet 

t."!.lr..eD plnca; tiharebJ t l1e corruption of tho 11e,.rt ie replaofld b1' fennnt 

love! ~!h no. ms?J. i R tl'Gnsf'omod S.11 his 11oart bl' tho Splrlt of God, he 

la o°M.:t!-ro\ f rc>n 11 .ric 8 to hwullity; f1-on incontinonco to alie.otlty; fros 

batrE1d to love; froE covotousn11sa to llberol.ity; fro,i tho lw.blt of �~� 

and cheatiW"' t o trlith r,nd honaaty. Be ia tra.nstomad :tron clarlmeaa to 

11Ibld. , P• 1,56., -
1?.worka1 II, 215. 
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light; ro~au.cd 'from the l)OV8r of Gn.ttm and COZll'ortecl ,o Ood. •13 

.l~ t\\il§ npi:i.·!t1.tr.l birth WO ~rtiolpa:\o in the aplnt ot OhriAt a.nd 

conaequentl.7 pM"t~m of Hie ho~ lU\ture. ~a n.91-1 JUo OI' 41noS.pleship, 

not faith, iG uonsidorod t\J.o vor:, esoonoc of Chriat1ani't1'• (Matt. 11129). 

J\ll !3-ith.ful (,'hr:l,otiana or cllccf.plea are deuerlbed a-a R faithful •tollot.,_ 

inq; c.f'toi--11 (i:ia.e'h:rolge) of Ohrht, vho d81!11Uldo a reaoluto obcm.lo:nce to 

tho ethir&l d..l!IJ~.n.ds .of tho No-.r 'J?actamaut. \fo:rkG are g1von the l)NOl!linoncc, 

over faitn for 11, rhai·o there 19 no d1ac1plaahip, tbere 1s no aaving f'ait'!l."llf. 

'lb.us the eBno;-1ca or Ohr1utian1 t¥ ia the Naliv.ation of God• s vill in tbo 

. livoG of Ohrist,i Bn dioclplea. !he uo-11 lite Jm.St be S.n evidanao for the 

gloey of rirOd and th.a scl:vat:l.on of tha loat. 

It 'tfa.ci b~~'IL•Ur of tllis concoption of olmrob 110:DbarBb1p ac a personal 

corimi tnent t.o 2n oarnest Ohriotian life that the t-1ennonitoa insiutcd on 

bnlievera• lY~ptb;:1. Since in:tt\uts could nake no commltwmt to Christ o.­

ass~e t he obli6s tions of church mo11bert1h1p, it vas couoidered uealaao to 

bo:otize them.lS ?-le nonlto tbGologia.M alBo aoe no i-eaaon for lnfDDt bap­

tiG!!l bacmuss tne;r do not believe tbo dmmablll~ of or~nal sin. ~q 

do not cleey tlJD.t inhoront aln oxists but it 6Q88 un!JWliabad ~ a :aero1-

f'u.l God. cco1.-dins to t-lenno Ghlons, the ~p\lem of Wanta io the 'ba.ptiom 

of the an.tichr!st bu.t "the -prom!ae ot Jesus Christ aanuraa u~ of the aal-
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yatlo~ of 011r little childron U t'h.ey 41a and depa.n fra bore •. llhon 

they' ,mdclrotlli".d. s,,a.•. W'o:rtl 1md l>o1iavn U, Scripture dlrectn t l\OIII to be 

baptiRtMl•" ( io.tt. 28:J.9; M!\rl!: 161·16).16 

!here i s 110 divi~.o ~t.f'ico.oy ln the cermon,t at b&p'18DI. lt la uera:i,, 

tho sip of a ne.1 covono.nt eota'bl:l.u'lled. bet11Qon tho l10lf cUaoiplo and Ood 

or t'te exh1•.ao.l q,ec.J. a.ni SYt'lbnl of diBoiplea'hip. JJeptlam is norol:f anothor 

1011 taaw.mont OO!.'llll'l,nd of our Lord vhich fNat be obqocl. ilo o;z,aoi&l povera 

o:r oalutm.7 o£focts a:-:-e beoto~,rod upon tho rooipiont as f-imu10 vr1teaa 

!lot t'v-.t wo 1~ol ova in tlte r G!lliodon o! &inu tllri>u6h b:~p­
t!sms by n m ~-nth .Bocr:.uaa by ba,pt!Bm ~o C&DDOt obtain 
faith o.nd r.O' 111t!J.1wo; neither do \i'e renoive t'he forctveno1■ 
of s1nH, :nn1· :;eaca, nor l:lbart.v of conscionoo. iut we 
t e11ti :, tho •r-tw twt we have repentod, received ~n 
an« f~ith i,. (Jlll"iot. Xn short, hllC1 we tor,:lveneao of a1na 
c.nti !,anoa o con cience thro'U€h outve.rd cerenonieu &nd el .. 
nunts t: n tbs :1.~cnlity wuld bo auporoeded and· Bia •r1ta 
m.~dc f no tfect.11 

\1h1lo t'1.e nu t 1".r•d coreno~ iu absolutol.1 trorthleua, it is the im:al'd. 'bnJJ­

tim v!tli l1tl :v 1 }¥ f i r P an1 tho Hol:f Spirit b7 u-hich ve aro renaved and 

ciuicli:ened ,-i to }.•. 1:tfo of bood.ionce to God. !!.'he outwa.rd. oareBOJQ" b nothing 

z:iora t\wn :,.n ov5. nc - o:i. tb.0 o'bodienca vhich l a of faith. :&apttBlll 8J111bol1Bea 

\he convQrt' s :ro.i t'\\ :tn t he pouor of Chri!lt to clee.na'1 from the guilt; of 

aln thoUG1,1· t he sinne~ ~gcoiveo no forgivenna fro~ lw.ytiam. 

~e Lo•ru.' t; !;,.,.1>~1or 1s also doacribed in a. a1111bol1c way. It has 'been. 

ordalnr.d "b:7 Oi1..i-ict fo1· the penitent, 'believing, and re~n.erate oh!.ld of 

Ood in order to ~y.nbolbo his ta.1th in Obri!lt as the one vbo bnu liven Bie . . 
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life fo1• t ho 1•8del!lption of Ma a1no. It is a meaor1:ll to Chrlot by 

vh!oh 

We a1·a to !J,lt 0U2·aelve3 in. ~c~brance of tlle Mercy and 
merits of Ciirint, with brend a.nd vine. wh!oh x-nproaentA 
t.ne o mmur..ion of bclbvoraa fo1• e.11 the broe.c1., fro:a muw 
partialoa thrJUqjl the flre, la MZldo uuio one 'bl"esd, DO 
al so r ~ the beliave1•a1 bY" tho llOWl~ of the tire of tho 
love of God ••• l!IRd-. to be members ot tlw boq of Ohrlct.18 

Mamioni t es bnliavo th.,,t the ~o,:d iil!lti tutad. tho ttro a~bola of ba11tiom 

end t e Lor.d 1 \'I :;u!)mJr in order tha. t tb.e7 migbt be anao-.uiaaecl 11nd. lil&h'IOninh­

. ad t o l ee.ti. :,. :r.orily life. 13~pti8l!l io to remind tlle?J that the Lord bapti~as 

uith i n 0.1".Jl o.ocopts ninne1·0 in llis nerq; liol.7 Oomm."1:l.on :iymbol1r.oa Jeaus• 

J1.U t l'U;ne Whil have IIIDd.e a peroonal COl!ll!l1tment to Christ l.l.ro co091cl.er­

ec2. cho. on · .o:9l tJ of' God. ih(\y' t\re llis s.alnts aa4 children, iatlum1ced 

and (t!lid~, i nto a ll tra.th by the Spirit; of Gaci. !l'me all vho llvo ln 

n.ccor,'lP-.nco t-1itJ1 t lle divine t!ill Md ttho tmlk e.ncorcliug to the require­

monts of tho <U.virio Ia~·, r..1•e fe.vored b:, Oo!l and oo-.mted e.ocaptable to 

Hiri1. Sucli. · ,.Ollle 1.•ee ivo t l1.e promises of Cod. J.9 tu aocordance vl~ 

t beil• cloc't.rine oi t h9 clmreh lt is ta.U;!'ht by Mennonitas t lutt the fh•st 

chui•oll 011 P.n1•t;h uas f'omcil. b;y A4em e.nd Evo ln tbo On.rd.on. "Tho ro~tian 

exiot1ns bett10P.n God nnd ,san 1n the (kn•den would aaem to aountena.ncn 

the ides t as.t it rnigh.t be called a chul'ch.120 

l011o,o ... ,... II., A-:1 • .. _;::r, 11 '1; '-l;J 



Monno J lwmc ta\lG 1t tmt tho trw, allurch of Chriat had. six lmll"!OJ 

'° 45.stin.f.1 isl, 5.t f'r on nll 3eata and trilee ohurchoa. !he;(' are a.a 

f'ollot101 

••• an llm\dull.(!r a teil p-.iro doctr!nt •• • a Sorht11n.l uso ot 
t'ha s~cr&1Jen.tr~1 ulp9 ... tlie oba41eno-, to the Vol"d ••• ,m,. 
fei g!letl. bra.t~3.~rly lovn ••• tm 1mN11effod confoaalon. of God 
and f.:hri ~~t. • . op_ ression and tribulation for the llnke ot 
tho I,o., I t: Uor.(l. 21 

It i c tl\◄) rlut ;y- of a ll t :ioue who are united in the brotherhood of tbe 

Church to a.-.:i;::::oni e t hose iu ~r of fnlllng from graoa and to :n:atore 

t booe W:t.'> ha•ro. Rtrery Ohriotia.q !s r o:rnonllible for hiG neighbor aor.ording 

to l'mu 1" a .l. 6111 "If r. Jl'inn be overt:.lken ln e1 fault, yo uhioh are 

ap1r1tusl ,~e •· t cP. sueh an one in t he, a1>S,rit :,£ meolmeaa& aonsidoring 

t'hyo&lf , l lf.~t t t1nu. u.l oo bo t o..~ptod. If If tiut 1Japcm1t-,nt ainnsr cont.urt10s 

111 hia ai n , onrtonitt~ Oh!'lnt1ana aN to follo;r tho 1nJunot1on of Pnul 1n 

1 Cor. 5; l J : 11] :; • \-::.w u-am m o~ 7our~olvoa tba.t v1clco.l porson. a !bis 

co.rd! na.l o.octr : le of Hoi d.UD6 or almmd.ng hlla ~W¥• obarp'J1' dlstillgulshacl 

the f.tannonit P.u i 'rcm fl-ll ot hc-r churohos. 'l!ho Sm·enteentll. Article ot the 

0on:toaa1on of Dort is ve1-:, e:JC?l1c1t on the pul'JJOse baldnd chul'ch d:laoi-p­

linei 

••• uEt beUovo s.nd conf'aos thn,t if ~one.• .is ao :Cr.r 
fn.llon a.o t o b~ e®L'\V,tod fror.1 God■uhe mllat aloo be 
s'tmnued so "t,h9.t ,ra· "lflFJ;¥' mt beaone dctiled ••• and tbat 
he m.ri:y be a sbemed. 

Onl1' those ,;ino :d n open11' are in de.D4f3l' of axcoomunlcation. Since 

offen18 cn~1 be F,ii.van only wb.9!1 a i,enon ha,9 beoo111a a mauUeat iranugro,u,or 

of the a\l!• pd va t e ainnit~ is 8 me,ttor of the co.nact.nan. between tha 
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ainJ1~r a.~. t'1.od !ti.'11!.:,qt-t • -!annonitcrn actul'll.3¥ o,;cc,?1,:unlcate no one 

boea.um-:, '':., n i. r.ut off or ~ 3oatM b:, ,ts or C.,actacl mm tbo commnion 

of 'bei1,r-,1e1·s b"iJ.t t 10:Jti ,:1ho mvo elr¢P..ti1' ejected Aor.18elvce al tb.'lr b;r 

f11l.se cloat S.11t'I ;;• lr.;" bJMd\'ble lite a,m.¥ from Chrlot awl Bia co?!l;ll\m1on.22 

,'\Jl crl.'J.i•cl <lhciplina 'ha.a n. t1'.rect'olti. ?JIU'tlORe. tho first of which lo 

to m,•.k kno~ i\ to th~ o1:4urato sinner his triie state before God. ~ 

oi>Tn:nunicE:.t.1011 n'I'!. ~1cri'l)tu:ral principlc,a 'b:lr.1 of courae, full di,1ine -..,.o­
tion. (~• t t . 16:10; 18118). Church d1oc1p11ne ls to \CO.l"n othoro of tho 

-urf'ul ~ot ntielit! s of 'Wlre?ented nin. lt should also ?3-"..ko u.niteat 

t h f'acrt t hr:.~ contl nuod fellowship ultl'L au.ch an ililll3U1teut tra.rsgra;aoor 

of divine X.tnr c"-11 i ;1fluence t'hl't r1c;llteouo to fall into thg s:u:e error, 

.1us t a.·~ 11Ut-i r.i l e?.ven leavonotl'l th-, whole lu-np.•23 :s'ln'l1113, excow:iuni­

cn.tion ,,;,1= , r.ot ct t he good 1w,1e of' the Olmr.ch1 the mm\Jers of vilioh are 

t o ~ 1 01· f',J G d. by t'heir 3an.ct! fiAd livao.24 

;;, "- rloctriao of Naid1m;& or o~.eom:mnication l1s.s rocoived a .cr.z.ch 

gi•~-,,t .e;.• !)~-, ""'nb emo;ns the ,\PJ!.Gh oeota tha.n ar.1ong MJ1' ot ths othe1• 

bl~Jlclt • c.rl7 the -!1:11u1onite Clmrcl1. Ns 1a due in po.rt to the 11."nnela.tion 

of' ! iircl'.: pi ilill' f! Jjnch1ridi0Jl (pul>liAhsd 1n 1910) ,1here rigid and ,m. 

co~r,:,mhi .· 't'egi..1le.tions ~.re prescribed conoemint; tho. bScn.. !he vory 

poue l'!>il!ty o·· b", i :r.g :,laaed under the ban holps t!io ti.misl1!1\Nl rAa!ct the 

221b14.• D 446 • 

2.3r,f. 1 n01 •• 519.11; Rom. 16Jl?; 2 boa. ::31•14: !!?itua 3110.11. 
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te.,ip·btioac o-Z tli9 1arld, 'be t'tl,i,:, tho loH8!! evllts of a.Hnnding the 

thgnt,-,:,: o . t> ·in; n ci ratto or tlln !i\Oro serlo119 onoo of SJHtculatlng 

1n tll1a: !.\t ock '\~'":"t, rr.sort1,1 to llti.f,\t1on~ or of r.,ar17inc o non-

beliavoT. '!lt~ ""'"e :.::n .!~.11!.nbr is u.'lfo>.•tnim.te s1vn1rl\ \o auffer tho torae 

of th ifol dung" it nnuts eo.Dllll to ostmciom ln o.11 buslnoH, eooinl, 

rol1giO'll:l1 L'!'l :i ;3n t i c o.ti'&irs. i!o becor:,es llternll.:, o. heathen '3!Q1. and 

a pu.'bli~..,t. ""1 ;,e of hiu fellou church aembera l'IAY ~ B.J\Ything fron 

llio al" m-:,.l a 11t i'ln;. to ltu.1 •••• H.1'1 viro end c1\lldr'!n ~ not sit o.t 

t ho GU o t nbln u ith tin. 112.5 ~h,i Oltllreb vith its 1l)irltual bleoelngg and 

divine -n.c, i.r. M•,1,>lotaly elon1Jd to hinJ. 

0cc -,i oui:.lly a11 .A:1!$"1!.'?'U\ with '\Ul'lnun.l <".O\lfflgft or, perba'!)n., little 

:r0&1n:: • 1'01· '.; l1 tJ.oc 1 o of Uo!,'lunif, uill dofy tho clmrch1a ~tions • 

• •1 .m-1.ci:-o· Yo,b,r \1'40 purcbaaed M &utomoblle so th.et h1a 

c!nu_~""lt':'l' t?ouli br t .. :en for th , mocl1cnl o.ttentlon uho required. 5.'tlb 

e!'ln b ~,::jJ.•:i, r. ooc:1. ~l nd rol!.(tioun ou.tc:Rct tor o porlod of f1Te rurl one 

ht\lf.' ~-,,:,.:.,• b ,1 .... u~~ ltl r.11to:1obilfJ tre.11 evldenoe of hin liberal tendenclo1 • 

• i n,;.1.1:-, Yoder 1:'!.lecl, SN.it (anot'1019 ain) in llBYnO Oounty (Ohio) Co!ADOD 

Ploas CoU>.·t c.;_~:!. st too »1obop tuid his oldar•J nsl:iJJg tbP.t th~ cour, 

,111 • ... oree h chu.rc 4 i:ticle.b to disoonU.nua the bnn. !he court uphold 

Yoder ~ o ~ -3r ed t, .o :&leho:p to r estore hh1 to e.otlve 1te111bonhlp. 13a' 
God1 e Io.u ! s s "'oovc oou.rt actions. 8 \lo ougbt to obq Oocl ratllar than ?110n,a 

aaid. the :Bisho • 26 

.. j ·--·-----

2.S.Frectr1o ..::1-1ea, ~ r,annp;ly;mle. ~ (Nov to:rk, u.Y.a 
lltlcMillnn "o:no::Jr.y, 1950), P• ,1 t. 

2611i,1itod l"..nn., 11 ~ HHMJM• I (Novellber 1?, l~?), '9• 26. 
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~r:,1,, ;1 • th~ mue of thn rigld J.fl.wa ot dhalpllno the tfanncmitoa btwe 

tt•iod t o etit4'.l,Unh ~1~ er o.tc o. Olu-hUa.n aoolet;r co:aooaod of ln4lv1dWlla 

s:nvsd. by C½rbt i'nr thn purpoH of glorif1lnp; Oo4 bf a lite of Ohrletian 

,d.tnH:11u=:., Th m~rch un:s to mt',intQln ,.tc purity tl\rcnsdt dinclpl1ne iu 

onler t "" } it ~- u ifiod r.orpora.te bod,1' e.ahlevlng tbe tdll at God- '£or 

soc5.r, !i:,, fhlo , of' necesa:l.t11 involved e certain ,dthdrawl f'rom the 

society- Qf t · . Unf:-od.4, in ~rder that the Church might be tlmt. group l."1 

ttidc'~ J ~gu.a , till!' ia-::p of l:i i'J,f;S arul 7.ord of lords, could exarclao Hls 

glt>riout, i~h 0hl'1>•27 '!l,o Xingdon of Ohrist, !lotrovor, ms no noacl of 

:to1•cc c.ml ccr,u.•ci \)n for it h cor.iposcc1 0£ redoC'.11led Ohrlntienu l!l111iUD.ll,v 

concr.:.: r.C. fr>~ t . ,:eli'e.re of tboir f.011011 believers. ?a.rtic1p11.tlon in 

T1" ? (.n•t nltno t ee.cl\ tl■.-'!.t P.11 Obr1otians must oub:nit to ta:imol'l'\l 

-ooffer il". M f .... ,.. no 1 t nons n'>t conflict with Oocl.1 a \lord. ~,, temporal 

genera;to nr-m b;f· thl"l uae of' autbor!.ty. On «ove.rJ1111ent in tho church amt 

fo t " o • Mil con.f at1& tlw.t we botr of DO oword. nor CO?llitOtion 
in t'ho Kin:- or,1 or ffltu.rch o:l' Cm■iot other than tho •~"P 
sword o:l thq S-p:lrit, rw0d'.n Word •••• 1rhic'h in 11lvlrpor and 
T.1or.a icrcint? t !?.nn BX1T two-od&od ovord •• • .:Bllt tho suord 28 ot t oi--ldl7 ;,;u~, ve leave to t'boan to vho!il it is COT.1!:IUitad.. 

I n n-pite cf V.onnonite interost in ~ s9l _nt.ual val.fare ot ot~JBr 

pAople• t he:, ha.vo baen al.av to oatablinb m.aslone among non-bel10V'o:ra. 

-------



40 

In geneml t 19 i d~ ot nlocicm vork ,ma frowned. -upon as a dmlgorou 

~Br1:, ant tl-a.t mi~ t lead to worldllnaaa. It va.s noaeth!na D01f and 

t herefore t o 'be n.vo1,1cd. Some Mannonlto leaden varo of t ha opinion 

tbO.t tho si imli c,.ty of tho GOIJ1lol could not bn malntmed. tn the 

worldl.Y cl t ~oa of A;riaricr.. 29 Ji'lnal~ the -.1orU7 of the A."iliah anc1 

Mennon5:t etJ of the r ai:•nl G\l"eB!l ltoro f'oraed to condu.ot actlve miaslon 

pro~•:\mB ia ·r.1ri f>'W'l citlos.. !llin vna prom9tad more from a baelc need 

f'o:r eol f' ... pr oP-:..~tion t :.en fron B.'f\Y gi·eat doalre to tollov the Grcmt 

Co. -~-:1.sdo:a. T'n.e firl'Jt city r-1!.aoion ws ee'8bliahod ln Ohic:liZO 1n 1893 

over tha protaet s of r.!J.J\Y voMra.blG l~erc ot tlw C!mrch.30 

fh~ dO"Jslopue t of td salon 1nte:rest vas raaJ'lce4 by bitter controvol'­

r.iea ~n8 f i orce o ~0:1it1on. G1"M.uall,y lntareat 1ftLO aUmulatac! b7 

chu.rnh p ll.i>lic ~t $.011:a, , ro11of' .. t1:,>:rli: A.'ilODg other J.JGDnOnltos, Blb'Pl"OSSiVO 

GVMl5eH ... , t he :.:i'Wld{W Scbool tlOV .. l:lOnt, e.nd tll'J college3. !'nls mission 

"orJ.:: hl!Cl 71't>al,V s:A°l'.lt ary otfecta 011 tlte 1-!onnonlte Clmrah. It as preao:rved 

from t b.0 nelf-cti:<1t&rod e.na. co:ill>lacent attiWdes of :foznor ,.aars. outside 

into:.-es~• sa.ved t ii~ m:ou13 f!'Om further didntegra.tlon a.ml oblite1•trl m1v, 

!)Ot t;; l ocal tl i f':i\'!l'e!l.ces. ~niaral].J' apeaid.Dg, mt.asiona, vith. :lts broBdou­

lng effects, urow.?l t i:ia.1'7' no,, and banef :loial mathorls into tho Clmrcb.:31 

I :! s _"li ta of tl1e g8l18l'~l BWlmzdng among !.Jennonltc clm.rchAB, th.-,ro 

io still li ttlo i n tAl."ASt er:u,116 tl,e Amlah grou, a ln Amorics. !ii~ ltaYe 

293 .::.:.11s.rt~,.er, ~ ,mmtsm lU,B59U (Saottdnle,:Pa.1 Uennon­
tte Book e,ru1 !mat Sac1eti, 1905>~ P• 348. 
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bean content to koep t.'1.eir dootrinao nmong thGrilaelvea. Dll0 to thall' 

violent 1-eactia11 to tho pe:raeou.tl.on~ of an v.nhlomll1' wrld thq have 

maint!\ined gove1~0 iool11Uoni11111 and an unco111.Pro111ia!11£ a\tltudo that is 

3" to be :re~1·ettml.. ·- In splto of t1101:r exalualven.ena, ■upariol' piot71 

rigid ffi\StO:!."it;i, , and CO!lllto.nt Tigll.anoe to romaln UDDJJOttccl from the 

vorlcl tt.thar tlk"'llll t o P.llVO it, thane 'UD&Rami!J(C people b&Te lll'q admra'ble 

tre.1 ts a.nc1 qual.i tloo tthic'h .tb,d.r f'e11ow J111arlaaao vould do veil to eim­

la ta. 



DOCflUrl.!.$ ~ OULIAll 1-0, fflE AMISR Mmmoum OK\JJlQK 

!m\e Monaoni t ei Ohurob. and. l\o 'Y&rloua branahea G1"8 known better 

dnrin,: ,eii .. ic of n~tioml. and interna.tioul vufare tlm.n at •'IJ.1' at'har 

ti;iio. It i t 011 t "'i!lt titese con1101ant!ouo ob~acton reaeivo genaroua 

publicity, o ei of it fnvo:mble but t hft greateat maount boats.la and 

cr1 t1.ce.l. Th1u b ln.r(gOl)r llu.e to a. niaunrloratar.41116 or OO!!llllote 1ano-

-oeaco-lov,.· ,, poo ,le <lorive t lw1r 4octrlne ot nonn11!atsnce &G t'hoy 4e­

d ve al.l o.i tl-tab~ doctriMa, .. ram a litera11atlo approach to Ho~ 

do gooi t o t i't "J tha t h.'!.to ;you, bleso them t'bat ~se 1ou, ••• 1mtu \wa 

t '.m.t .. rni tet h thee on t he 0!\3 cheek o~ er also the othor •••• 111 Paul 

c.gree& ;U.t t ·t9 doctr ine uhen 11.e trrUeaa • •sea th!lot uone r ender evil 

t or avil u.~t o . ey L'lt'.n. ••. 11 (1 !hesa. ,Sa 15). .Again, vmn ho vritau to 

f lmotl\y, n,.-, sn.;rs , "!!!'m 1191VBJ).t ot the Lord. mat not atr1ve, but be 

gentle t o r..11 13e11. " (?. !rim •. 2124). !l'ha apoa1ile 'Peter a.lso writea ot 

t hi s doctrin .: 

ll'or ~.1hat r.,:1017 1e it, u-. vhon ye be "bl1ffated for ,our 
f ault ~, ~ra ah."\,.l ta.1'tl it pat1ontl1'1 mt if. vh'3n 1'G do 
wel l . t"Jnd sui'.EGr f or it, re take S.t -pallantl.1', this la 
a cca,,tebla t u God. ror · even he:reunto nre 7a oalledl 
beoo;1Qa t--lso o•ir1st alt:o auffered for WI, leciYi~ U9 nn e:o-



autple, t'b,q.t 'U~ nhould 1'ollov Ris ntB!)O■ (1 Pet. 2120,21). 

il'ley quota man;r otb.or !)!l,SDR;J:oa in aupport of thttlr cloo,rt,io of nou-

2 roalate.nao. 

l:Jennon~ tea 1mv:a a1WD¥a consclentlcm.u~ :f'oUowad tba Oontaaaicm of 

Dortrccht w'1ich ~s one of '118 first publ!o c1oc:waen'8 to devota considei,­

ablo cp£>.co t:.1 tl1a quaotlon of dotenae 'bT force. Sinoe that tl.ae non­

l'adGtt~'!lt ·, eopla tho i1orld ovAr bavA consclentic,ualv ~lttod ot ltm 

net~i•· ing ra,rou~e am1 reaiatlng our onemlea vlth the 11vorcl 
wa b1,:t~.twa Md co.rd'Ho that t.l\e Lord Je11119 Obl"lat has fol\6 
bidden lii s disc1plon awl :f'cllovera all retaliation B.114 re-­
ven03, e.110. lies oom.~81\dod thrnn not to 1return m1·.for nil 
nil:ln4.. :for 1....-:.:i.ling, n but to 1tP11t up the avord lnto \he Bhen.th, 11 
or s t ee ~ro 1ots foretold, "bcm.t th.cm into plow-a=roa.0 
(t.fu.t t . 5&J9-4!,; lo. 2141 ta.call 413) .• 

r-lonnonitns also point to their anteoedents, the ~au :Bret1\l'Oll 

Church, en.:i pv.r.ticl!liM.•~ to its founder, Con1'a4 Grebel, for evlden.,e 

tt'IAt t 'il~S.r ontl"i110 b scl'lptura.lly sOWld. G:rebel aoapa.red his e4herents 

t.o ~beep :i..n t11e m:tdat of wolves o.s., lnrleed, thoae nonrealatant am1 hel~ 

, leas f o~lt npp!:.rcu1t ly <r:aro. 11'1he,y 1111ed neither the vorldl1' awom nor 

~d i n U'.?..l" oi .nco emoug tl\001 tald~ l\\1l;'JOD lito bad aeaaed aa'5.re]¥, 

for t1to7 ,:01·0 1t:> longer unclor the Ole.\ Oovonaut. n3 Other leaAara ot 

si milar co1wictiom1 umJAl]T desoriveil tho Obr1s'1an' c vam>ons for werfare 

201,. nom. 12:17-21; John 1BcJ61 Heb. 12a24; 1 l'a,. 318,9,13,1?. 

:3Jolln r.. ~ en_~or., Gllpes st H,nngnitg W,gtgr,: !mi Rggtrinp (Scott­
c1ala, Pa. I HP.:-a.ld !>reBS, 19'.;.?), P• 153• 



as virtue, more.J.it1, or noble a'hama1111r. !he,•• to nhd.ioua~ avoid 

the· carnn.l t teP.'!)ODO of tho worla. aJll IIZ':GI tlum■elTe• lDiteacl with tba 

•armor of Got!., wlt'h the wnapons o'f 11,:hteousnea ••• and vlth Ch1"11Han 

'Qlltlencft. 114 Only in th!.t war w.a ..S.ator, over the__,. poaelblo. 

Outstanding laedera of the Am,.ptlat and llannonlto rw,051enta 

hn.vo •~kP.<l hou a. :.an. could T>:>aeib~ aane 1n mlltu, onmpa, either 

in paace or 't.~..r, ~,hon the Lol"d Hbaaelf had '8ken ave:, the avord. In 

dlso.rmi ng Peter. Josua forbade o.11 dlaoiplea to an.gage in aa-3, coont. 

A cbn.re..cteristlc s tit',tewmt ot MaDnO Simona, & prollf'1o vr1tor on the 

nubject, l s es follows, 

~e re;~ne1--ntnd do not r.o to war, nor 8JIIF..gD in atrito. 
'l:h<V ~.rn the children o! pes.ae ••• and know of no war •• •• 
i"h.eir uword 1B t '11a avorcl of the Bplri t vhlch t~ wlold 
with n good conaclenoe t'hrcrllgh the Ho~·Ghoat.5 

~hi ~ e tiitude tovarcl zioalatn.nco and a,g1"eaaion t,pitiaa ,ha pre­

valli~ ono down thrn~ the aentmlaa. A cu.teohiam of t'ha inalian 

Menno::d.tos of. liollnnd, p,ibli11hecl in 174?, devotes a apaoil\l aoction 

compr:l.sil'l(•: :i'if'ty-t\10 que1tioru1 to ·the •oubJaot of TC}Jl8aance and. var. 

It ls cow'IOnll' t a.ugi.\t 5.n. t'hla l\Dtl othor aataah1B1!19 tltat the &aYlor 

urc,ecribnd 001:rpletP. and ant!n nonreaS.atanae, that even th& uae of 

:force for :1c1:f.- prot ect1on t:e.s a,rlctll' torblclclen to everyone vho livea 

undor the m,,: Covenant. All Chrlatlans, therefore, are to follow thaaa 

'.!)1"ece'!)t s of t he Lord l1tare.117', 1.bat ta, vhen ao:aeona lvls il:latreatea. or 



r.buaecJ t U')l:.1, mU":t~.u ·ana t.t'o to 11 w.rn tho other Q~." '1le Jirleni.Na 

~ton l a;" ~ •o t1n omt011 ~ pi"aal1~1 loraoone to bn d.erlvAC!. f'l"02 ms.oh 

otida : • ·s?~-:- • !,cmi ur: op;:iooi:tion. tl~ c,tbo!' tht\lld11~ Ohrii:.t.te.n · h."\VG 

GO'a~ht ... , lvr+ t l1 ~ 'Obla;,1~ 'involved but tov are v1llln(?; to olinr. to 

t.t1 . z- l•t,l '.f'c· t ! t tho t ouncl ty ~ua coure.t,.~ c1vu-suteti•!.gt1c of tho 

m~ 11t.t:tou vtolt~Uon oi tl1e lnu ot lovo t.lum th~ ~,~ !ng u~ :.Jedcrn .'f..rli.
1,"::o •. 

O,· m,1 y o-::m•."'i '.>llt ~talinonltco l\.'\°'-'fl ouffei.~ al\t\-'lttul. 1nd1.znitie::. 

'br u l hr &'.1, 1 ~ 1. mi unop°'~lo t o,,•~.,.&, iJoth t1 ntul. O.M 11lv"".1lc,_ 1, 

.i;.:.tbr.ir t .7,,.'"\ • :.'l.<:~.f!oi 11t~ c,no iot!.\ or tl,ol:.- 'boUot:,. Piil>l!clty tma ~ ,;l\,i, 

ti cul ::.. l ~- 1.url'i: :v :t:~·,b le- du.1'-!.~; ~c,!"lf Ut},\" l .,ii,,n tl\o ~ed3 of JlOJll"OOS.llt,!\nt 

ch;u~c"t c,r : r :it c:,nn to t'hn tteat5.on of. t h~ ~r:in:r1cat\ 1>11bl1c b B~USf) of 

r.or:111let a ... iliizr,."'ion. I t l\Rs bt,en or.tel t lat t,iu, "coat cit!'.rlt&ble 

~ it ~t a}>lllirti. to too~ t1t,, tltr.t. of r a11c1ouu f nnMS.c:1.117 
!Jl1on it ba-



aemn ovidon.t tl1.--:.t Q;de.korn, tfannonitaa, nnd otharn of a ■Wlar mturo, 

vore str...dts!:lt in their 'belief's, Oonp,:reH anactec1 a. conacrlpti:on lav 

on Ms1' 16, 1917 1thir:h i\Bil e.u 8.,c,enq>tlcm, cloue,, 1D lt. i:t atlpulatdd 

exP.ift ,tion on r~ly' :ml!d,ous BJ'011,Dd1 'but ad.ded tbat •no 'JIOl"aon s."'9.11 

be exeUll>t ed from sc?Via11t 1n !"D1' oa.-,aoit:, tmt the Pnaldent ahall 
. 8 
daole.1•r. non-com'lr..tcnt. 11 !!!hone or the peaoe chvohe11 who were :iora 

libers.l in t h,eir v ifflfs verb dratted am aont to detention ocmpa for work 

vhiell -tm.:, milituy only' in tho aanae that 1t oontrlblltecl to the tze.b~ 

ot othor solcliorr. . ?~ conaena.U.Te Hannonltoa, 'bowevftr, oonsldarail auoh 

momber~hlp in t ho militnr, maohlne au ainflll. an aotual oombat because it 

a loo commi ttcd nu.ell o. peroon. to killing an l!lU.Ch aa if he h&d entel'ccl 

bnttlo c. ,:m. ~ tiVP. )10,!'tiolpnnt.9 

Str o~ "Ore1nm.1'e waa ftXOrtod on the nolli'ealatant olmrobea to D11!>l,>Ort 

w.rious dr1ve=t tl!.1'0'.l!")urut the nation, auch a.a L!bert7 ::acm4 cnapalg:as, 

Rnd Cros~ end r. CA fund drives. Lead~ theologians of tba peace o'!mrcb­

ns f'iull:y deolared thia !naonoietent with true lfennord.te policiea eato.b-

1:ls'hed by t ha :r~t harn. !i!he;v tm.ntod to rer:irJ.n unapotterl. and 'linaontamlnatod 

from t'ha ,-mrld in qyor, poseibll't VA7• Ultmr..'81.y. Mennonlte!I Bg'J"eGd to 

acr.ept ?..ey senlce which ,m:, entirelJ sapamta from the m1Utal"7 orr,,mi~ 

tion. For thi~ plllT-Qso tho govemmcmt created Civilian Pa.blia sanion 

camps and unit~ for Monnonitns and other oonsolantioms ob~eoton. !ha 

------
9Ib:ld. e P• 808. 


