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CHAYIRE I

INTRODUGTION

Thiz digsertnticn is an account of the concervativa doscendanis of
the party lmown during the Roformation as the Ansbaptists. That group
of people iz been viciously dencuncod by npracticelly every historian
aince the Reformation. Fow poonle have dotod to defend the Anabantist
party. Uost of the criticisa directed at them is undoubtadly authentia
and uninpeachable. We ars not trying to vindieste Ansbaptist policles
nor whitewash their feulba.

We awe prasanbing the bellefs of that group vhich has not only ine
horited the basic Ancbsptist doetrines mt 2lso, perhans, & certain
ancont of the same criticism and animosity their ancestors endured. le
do not forl this eriticiasn is justifisd. iost of it is probably derived
fron tot2l irmoronen of the Amish or Yennoniteo Church. Some people think
that su Amishunn vadntn hio gerden zate blue to tell the world that ha
has a deughter elizible for marringe; that he paints cabalistic ayabols on
s fara nildings to scare eway the witches; that he 1s en igmorant end
smerstitions fool 4n o broadrim hat and buchy beard who mercilesuly deats
bis family and quarrels with his nelghboras. All of these assuuptions and
mmny nore are faloe.

Careful investigation raveals & fascinating people intent on doing
the moat and the srestest good for neighbor and femily. Their highest
ambition in to sorve God ond their fellowmen in the only way they kmow,
by apnlying Holy Seripture in 2 strict and 1iteral sense. Therofore the
second chanbar describss their attitude toward the Bible and 1llustrates
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their principles of literal intcrnretation. This ia basie for a corrcct
understanding of thelr doctrinng snd custons. The next chepter treats
wvarious doctrines which depcnd upon thelr methed of oxegesis. It will

be noted that tha Holy Gpirit and Hia work are greatly omphasiszed in
Hem-m\itn thaology. The Tourth end £ifth chantern discuss thoos doctrinas
which are distinetively Amish or Hennonite, namely, nonresistence, none
confornity, and seuaration.

Any caraful study of lemmonits theology and lifa will conviace ons
that thosa wnasswning folk have mach to glve the world, Tholr Sheology
in genred for the common nen, ‘Whether you agrec with their doctrines,
customs, and prochices or not, you ara bound to be improased by thelr
rloty, sincority, end congecrodien. If it wers possible for men to
achieve hin ogwn galvation by his noral rightoonszess, ns they teach, the

Amich ond $he donnonites would carteinly suceeed.



OHAPTVR XX
A BRINF MISTORY OF THW MIRMOUITY CHURCH
Furopeaa Background

The theoclogy and practices of the nmodern Anish and Hennonite churche
@3 can he traced %o the very beginning of the Reformation. The assumption
that thene churchos, bhecause of their striking similerity in faith and
oractice, were direct descoendants of the Waldensos, ls nov generally
discounted.} It vas, however, shortly after 1520, during the Zwingzlian
Heformation in Swuitzerlend, that the Swiss Brethren gained prominence
principnlly throuzh their doctrine of adult baptism, It was $his doctrine
which set them apert from othor reform movements in Germeny and Switzor-
lend, It wes this doctrine which gave these conscientious Christians
thoir name, "Ansbaptistah.2

While these poople were gonerclly described as famatics and reaction-
aries end were often viclously denounced by their contemporaiies, theiy
doctrines and zeml apnealed to & certain promising Roman Catholic »nriest
named HMemno Simons (1492-1559). MHenno served the Romen Church &g & parish

priest from 1516 to 1536 but, by his own ndniselon, ho had spent hls days

Lromn Horsch, "Memnonites in Furope", Manmonlte Hiatory. (Scottdals,

Penn,t Memonite Publishing House, 19%42),I, 9

2p, Henry Smith, Tho Story of the Mennonites (Berne, Ind.! Hennonite
Book Concern, g.1941), p. 18 £,
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in "playing, drinking, end all manner of frivolous diversions.”” Finnl-
ly the seeds of doubt wore sown in ‘nia ninl by Luther whose writings hed
been swrreptltiously circulsted cmong the Iutch nriests. The axecution
of an Ancbaptist drove hin doepar into Seripture itaelf but he conld find
no justifiention for infant beptinm thsre-u An appezl to Imther gove hin
no satisinetion. Convinced of Homa'a orror, ha renouncod the Gatholic faith
in 15356 end "chose instead a 1life of uncerteinty, misery, and poverty, cone
gtently threnteoned with impriszommont, norsesution, and dmth."s

Shortly afber hiz renmciation of Nomanlsn ¥enno wma baptized in
Croningzen, Sritzerland hy Obbe Philips, 2 leader of the Ansbaptlsts.
Under hiz lesdershin congrogotions grew with rapidity but "as soon as
nroseliytes bocoma nuaorouns, the leader wns hunted like a oriminal, = urice
being put uson his head, and a persoa baing nut to death for giving him

shalter without kaoving it to be & cr:lme.“6 Homo'a faith, however, re=

3bid., v 95.
*Barthinius Wick, The Anigh Memmonites. A ikatch of Thelr Orleln snd

ir Seitlenant in Yows (Iowe City, In.d State Historical Soclety,
189 De O

S5mith, gne Qilies Do 99

Oyartureta iiizvor (Soottdale, Pa.s Nenonite Publishing Ecuse, 1598),
D 382,
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mained wnsinken. At one time ho witnessed tha execution of o large
mmber of Anabasticte who had teken refuge in o uonagtary at Bolswert,
Holland. ®ne of thoso exccuted wan his brother Simon. In spite of por-
sonal denger he carrled out the work of organizing these scattered people
into congragntions with oven greater vigor. MNe did much to dsvolop and
expand the churohls influence. His plade in Anabaptiat history as one of
their greatent ond nogt fearless londers is unchallenged.

A coresd formulated by Hemno and Dirck Phadllp at Buchhold, Voot-
phalia in 1535 iz 5431 considored suthoritative.? llore ani morc peoplo
of Contral Farops c2me to look upon hin es thelr aspiritual leador. Among
his followers could ho comted thousands why wore dissatisfied with
Cathslic, Iathercn, and Calvinistic dootrines and practices. Some object-
el to tho state charch seteup of other Protkstants; othere obhacted %o
various doctrines. 411 of tham Lollowed the path of non-resistence.

Gradually these '"monresistant? psople bocame associated with the
word Memnonite. At ono timo the word Menist wes used as o Glstinguishing
torm botween the naaceful ond revolutionary Anabeptist perties. A variety
of names had been siven the pcaéeful follovers of Menmno, some of which were
Yederdooners (rovaptizera), Doopsgezinde (Zsptist ninded), snd in Germany,
Wiedortdufer. Soon, howaver, the name Memnonite was applied to all those

of the Nethorlands, Horthern and Southera Cezmeny, and Switzerland who were

7t=r1ek, one oite; Do Be
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onece Imoun as tha Swins .'t!rothren.a Lilze the teras Oalvinist and
Imtheran 1t was to dosismate, not the opinions of an individusl, but the
religious doctrizes of tho porson whose nane it bors, as an outatanding
axpoundor.

Tae character of Homo's work &5 bash glvon by an Anerican aunthor,
Barthinius Yiaks

He folt religion hnd becone a mere formelity. Menno

wished to wake roligion less u watter of external forns

and meye an affaly of $he iano» life, to strike at the

root of the avil by meking tho miniatry froe; to eatab-

lizh a froe sltar vhers all couwld worship in spirit and

in trath, vithont the reading of n2as, o _the listening

to sermons delivered by a peld hiommlw.‘?

In order to fostor his Yeoligion of the lmner life' iemmo tuusghi
sovoral doctrines which becsme the couse of gsovere friction among his
sdheronta long after his deathe Thay wera in disagresuont &z vo the
gorrect aspliestion of o fundomentel doctrine celled Holdung (shmnning).
Heldung moant completn avoldancs of any mombor of the church placal mnder
the ban of excorrmnication beenuse of infraction of church rules or doc-
trines. It crused uniold confusilon and bitternens among the faithful
during the lattar nart of Memno's 1ife. He was greatly disturbed by these
svents in his declining years and travaled extonsively in the interoad
of harmony, but to no aveil. ieer the closa of hia 1ife it is said ho

regratted Waving agreed to the strict interpratation of the ban; and %2

Bssmf.tn, g3 gibe, Pe 123 fo

Htick, gpe gibes Do 7o

PR Prmse——

_
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have advised his Friends not be a "slave of men" =g he hed baen.i0
Following the doath of Menno the Swiss Brathren of the upper Raino-
land and the Hemmonites of tha lower HEhinelord gradually merged interosts
and cooperntod. Conferencaz were hold to sstablish giraater unlty bub
once agaln thay thorn iu the flesh, the leldung, anvenrsd to malne forther
coonaration im;-wasi‘ula.u The controverales usurlly rsvolved absnt ths
question of the degras of strictness with which the Heidungz should be
applied. Temporsry cooperation wes effeoted ia 1632 at the Synod of
Dortrecht, Hollande Al this conveation the Darbrocht Joafesalon of
Feith, the confession genarally rocognigzed and used by conservalive
Homonitas in Amevica, weg drawn up by & biszhop of the Fleaish Hammonite
Omarch, It waa alzmad by fifty-two Mennonite preachers at Dort =21l on
Febroary 1%, 1650, 1% was approved and nigned by thirteen ninistera
of Alansoe?
Althoush Yenno had misgivings ohout his strict interprotation of
the bon, it remeined for another Memmonite bishop who lived 2 century
and o half later to acouse Meano, the patriarch of his chmrch, of liberal

tondencies. Thia man was Jacob Anmann (Amen, Ammon) o Nonnornite nreacher

of Amenthzl, Switznr!.aml.n Fuis first groat dlaruption in the Mennonite

105mith, go. gibe, De 120.

1lgwzg, 5. Rice and Johnm B. Shenk, Hest the Aniah, &nmmlmu]
of the AZ!'-‘?*"h 31,,3.,_,!:3(;‘,” Branswick, N.&-: Rutgers University Press, 1%47).
Pe 5

12g5rach, one ait., D 246 £.

135, Honvy Snith, Tha Nenmonites (Borme, Ind.s Hemnonite Book
conc°m| 3-920)3 ne 237 %.
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(hurch was tesed oa o litoralistic internretation of I Cor. 5:9-11 whore
1t reads In varb: %... if eny man that is called & brother be = fornicos
tor, or covetous, or an ldolator, or a railor, or & drmmkard, or an am-
tortioner, with such en one mot to ont " It wae Amsannds contention
that the Apostle Paul wanted excommunication %o extond to every foram of
contact, soeclal oz woll ns religions. In onposition to Amman's conser-
vative party, Sighop Iona Folet of Obertal, Switzerland maintained that
exconuunication roferred only to the communion table.15 jmannnts vosition
wag brged soloaly on the word Yent" tut he was determined to purge the
ghurch of error.

In 1693 Bishop Amssnn, with his brother Ulrich end sovernl other
ministors, visited ail Mennonito churchss of Switgerlend and the Llspce
to deternine tha viewnoints of others on the quention of the !eluidung.ls
Several obther woints of doctrine and practica caused Amsann much concera
for the weifsre of the church., It was found that moany ninisters consider-
ed "trevhorziger’ {trushearted) porsons s saved. Amuann was oifended thad
such people whe merely approved of Hemnols teachings but were unyilliing to

moke publie confession of tholr feith should be considered seved. To thelr

Virm, Fosslder, W. Atpdé, The Grosbnoer, and F. ¥ linyor, editors,
Popmlar Sysholics (5t. Louis, Ho.d Goncordla Pablishing lionse, c.1934),
.9' 259' ) .

Lkorsch, ane gliey Do 252

16.;2&100 P. 263.
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credit it must be sald that the trevherziger were porsons who, in the
peraecutions of the lounonite peopls, had rendered them every possible
gexvice by giving them food end lodging, and, contrary tc tha orders of
the authoritles, hod werned them of approaching danzer from their

purdverse These neople wera eluo celled HalbtBufer (Ualfvay-ianbantists ):.17

Daternined o eredicote eryror, dmnsnn invited Bishop Reist to o
confarcnce for o discuscion oi' their views on Heldung and the ¢reuherzizer.
Fhen Reiat felled o avpear, Ammonn excommnienied hin and alx other
ministers whoe held similar vietm.m faus the threatencd dlsruption, Lirvst
in & longz aeries of thes, Yecomo a fact. Various other attomuis at re-
conciliation were made, howsver. In 1698 Ammam's perty confossed thay
they hed soted tos reshly in pronowncing the ban without the consent of
the congrosebion ead declared thenselves as, in fret, excommmiocted. This
was o complebe reversal of formu in the hopo that the other party would
6150 confose 1fs mistwlwms and sffact o roconciliction.*? Bishop Reist end
Uile pnrtyr, howsver, rensined sdanante

O%hor abiempts to resoncilo mattars also proved unsuccessful. In
tine, tho breach was widonsd to includs the temchings regording attendance
at tho services of statc smrchos and tho grestion of whethor o wilful

wtrath wne grounds for exconmmication, Although the issuos on thase zad

other polnbe waro not az sharply drawn as the doctrine of leidung, Jacob

1?; !z!.dl ] _D. 2’54'

la;m-. Pe 2’550

19M.

b i i o

o am dmi. atll b gues ol ool el

-
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Momana end his followers wore navor ogoin ascented ag honn fide members
of the Hemnonite Cmwche Nenseforth his followers wore called "Aniagh'
efter the nerson vwho, in & great measure, matorially reestahlishad thoir
form of 101427, Sinse 1693 the Anish branch of the Mernonite Ohurch
hae alveys baen the noat conservative of all Hennonitas. The remeinder
of thisz poner will be davoted to o diacussion of the history, doairines,
and custonma of the Amerlean Memnonltas, with partioular reference to its

Amiah brancih.
he Amigh in dmericn

The fellovars of Jacoh Amsonn £irat mede their appesryanca in inerlica
in 1709. Tha first clzeable contingent errived in 1717 and settled in

Iancaster Gounty, Pennsylvanis.>>

These hardy agrerian folk from tho
Polatinnta aqkablished o stable and comprch commnity which remains
todey much as it wms in coloninl days. Host of the innigrantes settled
in the snstarn seotion of the gounty alonz the picturasque Conestoga
River. fheir little villages raceived colorful namos such as, Blue Ball,
Bird = in -~ land, Intercourse, Swoketown, Bareville, and Churdhtown.

Pals pletuvescue coleny of Aulsh comurising nearly three thousand souls,

mostly of tho 01d Order, but including also about all the varieties of

20y5ck, ane Gifies Do 12e

2Ly renico Stoinfeldt, The Anlsh of Isnceater County (Lancesker, Pa.d
Artmy G. Steinfeidt, c.19%0), D He
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Anigh lnotae >

In 1718 these peoplo 2ddressed a petition to Willian Ponn a.ski.ng
to bn excused Tfron atiendinz courts of law, from taking part in elsctions,
end from holding office, elvil or nilitary. Ponn granted $his reguest
and materially holned the coloniats in other ways, one of which was 6o
orotect tham frowm nmorepuding Indiens. After Penn's desth, the Amish sont
e nenarial e the govornnant which read:

Wa were lnvited to cone to thig land of Pennsylvanis., Ve

came o0 Pexnsylvenia to seek an asylum from persecution

to vhich wa were subjocted in Furopo. iie knew the

gharacter of William Penn and rejolced that God had made

such & man. 2o

Meny of the Asish vho arvived in Anerice between 1727 and 1750 moved
weatward fyvom the Pennsylvonis colonies ond settlod in Ohic. In the
gocond munrier of #he ninctoenth century lergasr groups of Amish came drom
Msage-Torraine, Favaris, ond Hessis~Dornstedt to settle in Butler, Fultoxn,
and Wayas eounties, mﬁu.zb' malr rescons for movinz weatward from the
entablished asomemmities of Ponnaylvenia woro »artly economlc and partly
religions. Mo Imme of chanpexr lands bockoned the simple agrarian folk and
1% wag thoushs thet battar asportuiitios existed in the uadevaeloged Vesd

6o Form corymnitios whovein worship could be hetter obaerved and whore

lnhar conid be cnrried oub on the cowmiw'@m'"zs

22330

, Tay Btopy of fhe Mennonites, ». 563

Hes e 28.

-
CL

23!!:1«:!:, 0

2 G Migal end Pullanthrop-
*amnd 0. Koufmen, Sio Develeument of fha L BN B

ig Intereat anons the Mannonites of Morth Angrics (Berns,
Book Goncern, 19231). D. 15

23yick, gg. gites D 33
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Those who settled in Ohic found frontier 1ife disegreeable. By
1840 the wectuerd $1da hod voached Indienn.20 Thoy had takon the sicome
boat down the Chio River, had vizited Iowa and Chiecgo, and had finelly
decldnd to looate nenr Elkhart end Coshan, Indlana where some of tha
largont end nmost proanerons Anish settlonents ere foumd today. IHumerous
other Aninh settlomantis wero catablished durinz thess yenrs in Vaterloo
County, Ontsricy in lae, Henry, mnd Johnson Countles, Icwa; and in
Hoodford, Tazawelli, and Burecau Oounties, Illinols. In more recent years
tha Iwre of chenn lands has enllod many Anlgh £from these originel settlo-
ments to nractically every Hidweatern atate 2’

In genoral, the Amish bronrht with them tholr Buropean religlous
prectices end soaiol custons, moat of which vere docidedly more conserves
tive t'wn their Hennonite hrethren. Their dress regulations geem particu-
larly narrow amd stringent to an ouisider. It was a matter of church
doetrine to rebain sheir lonz hair, beavds, obsolete stylss of clothing,
hooks end eyes, ond broaderimaed hatse The Amlsh scrupulously avoided
changing the sceial coatoms of tho dny.za Their drosses, c¢lothing, and
trousors wers not to be "proud", that is, in conformity with currant

styles. Al3 "new" things invented by the world wero to be excluded from

zsf::nith, She Story of fha Hensanltos, pe 579,

2Tindde, ne 580,

raa., n. 556

2
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the church and its nmembers, Ths dizcipline of 1865, for instencs, pro-
hibited the wearing of oiloloth and rubbor rainconts.2? Shaving, trim-
ming tho benrd, cwearing an osth, and Jury service were all condemmeds
conts with lopela, hish hats, comba in the heir, and other such worddly
customs were t0 boe gar nicht geduldet (strictly prohibited). When,

hovaver, an Amishesn noquirsd certaln "city waya", the powerful ben was 3
prountly conliied. Ono such & man, sfys the tradition, was expelled f£rom |

2 Suadey meoting bDachuge he had the svdaeity $o p2rt his halr and to

weer o storched shirh Sront.d0

When an Anichasn rebels ageinst soms fecture of his church's doectrinos
of nom-confornity or nonveslstance, it i3 a niuple matter to copa with $he
situntion, for the thront of excomminication is a powerful weason. Vhen,
hewever, powerful ontside forces thres;tan thoir ancient custons and

wractices, the Anish ave foreed o mipgyate rather than relingish any of

their convictions. One cuch migeation took place in 19%0 from Pennsyl-
vanis to Hexylend. Thelr principle motive in leaving the comfortable
existence of Tencesier County was to £ind & place where they would '"ba
hindered Ly no onc in the exercise of thelr religion."31

In recant years they hove heen forsed to migrate to othor countries

es well, Some have loft the United States to live in Coneda or South

29Jonn C. Wanger, g;ms;_g. of Mezxmonite History spd Dootripe (Scobt-
1 1

dale, Pr.¢ Hereld DPreas, 3947), pe 121,
Osnith, The Story of the Hepnopltes. p. 59 £

Mpsoter Cuns, The Harvlend Gexmsng, & History (Princeton, HeJ.d
Princeton University Presa, 1948), n. Kl7.
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fmoricn vhare more froodom is grented thems One group of Mannoniten
obielned & charter from the governmant of Paraguay in 1927 providing

froedom Tyom wpilitery aorviee as combatants and none ’

combatonta in tlme of perce or war, to nractice their

ralizion and worship with absolute 1liberty; to make

affirnation without ofth in courts of justice} to nad-

ministoy li:‘:\'nir '?wn sg!mnla end, g’imrcheu; to use their

own lanzungo, which is Geramn,d

Gonerally anecaking, thelr new freedom in Anediea has tended to
maintein conservative practices end has sllowed the Amlsh (o soparage
themselves more completely fron the world. VUhen, hovever, deviations
or phervations from the teaditionnl doctrines becomo apnarent, the
offenderes ware préustly excommnicateds It 1s not surprising that such
internnl disseoncions chould davelop in a church which hes aluays been
extremely individuniistic and wnorgenised. Occasionally these differences
reached serious promertions. Toward the middle of the last century ome
groun hocane wore libernl 2nd progrossive. VWhen it wes no longer consider-
ed o pars of the Anish Church, it merged with othor libernl elementz of the
Hennonite Church pnd heczne lowm es the Consorvative or Church Anish.
This merger took ploce in 1850.33

The Church or Righ Amish are known for several important innovations.
Their mein departure frem the time-honored practices of ths fathars
occurred in & controversy over the corract procedursa in baptism. The
liberal element, toking its oue from tha story of Jeaus' baptisn
(Matthew 3116) and Philip's beptism of the eunuch (Acts 8:38), malntained

32gmith, The Stoxy of the Hensonites, v. 722 ff.

33anemen, oge glte, p. 250
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that both preschor and convert must stand in a stroam. When 4ha rupture
batween tha two nartlies becane conplete, the Conservatives tuilt nseting-
houzes, for convenlence sake, neer or on stresus, hence the term Church
Antah3% The gtelet dlscinlos of Jacob Amsann atill have no churches or
meeting-honaed.

“hen other difforencos threatened to diasrupt the Amish, & gonerzl
covnell of =211 Anigh churches was ealled in a apacions Larn in Vayns
County, Ohio in 1862 for the purpose of restoring harmony. Anmuzl
conferances wara held Tor a veriod of twelve years without accomplishing
their pursasc. The last meating was hsld at Eurelm, Illinols In 1878.35
The diffareonces were sccentunted instead of sottled so that several now
grouns ware fo’m’:mﬂ..ﬂé One guch split occurred in 1370 when certain
dissntiaflied menbara broke swey. These groups have been given a varlety
of nanes such sa ¥ild Hickory Amish and ¥ild Anmish. Host liberal branche

es are not loslked upon with favor by their fellow relizionists becnuse

they ere too Mworldlyt.3?

Mengor, one clbe, Do 121
Bsicam‘man, 2. gibe, ve 279 1.
3saten, T Story of the Hennonltes, v. 628 .
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A 2ist of Anish divislons and defections elways lesvos the meim
trunk of the conzervatives with relizious beliefs and soclel customs
alnost as thay ware in Switgorland, the land of their origin, severzl
cenfuries agzc., Thls groun, lmown as the 01d Order Anish, has 2 membar-
ghip of apvroxinately ten thousand souls in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiena,
I13inoin, ond Iova. %Their religions tonets ere much the same as thoza of
other Amish and Hounonltes except for a much stristor interpretation of
the ban. Peir religiocue and soeiz) customs, however, are distinetly
differsnt.3¥ Both the doctrines snd the customs of the 0ld Order fuish
will Be discussed in gronter detall dn the following chaptors.

AJ) tyvas and divisions of Amordiczn Mennonites can be clagsified
under thrae genoral headet the conservative wing, the liboral slement,
and the contred purty. The most conservativo group ia ponularly known
es the 014 Order inish. The most liberal slement among the Anericen
followars of Henmo Simons ia officially Imown as Tao Ceneral Uonierence
of the Honnouite Church of Horth Ameriea, Somevhore bstweon these iwo
extremen we Tind The Mennonite Ohurch, & fusion of the original ienno-
nitos and tho nein Dody of the Anish movement, including the Church or
Conservative Amish end other smaller groups who were dissatisfied with

the congervntive viows of the 01d Order.d?

PBsnith, o Storv of fhe Hennonlies, . 632 ££.

siﬂnc:cl(!car, gon. gite, P 259
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CHAPTER IIT
THA AMISH MOIHONITRS AUD HOLY SORIFTURES

Ainy attennt at presenting a logical exposition of early Anshaptist
end Monnonlte doetrines will prove to be & very confusing task. The
paople gathered under the ona term "Anabeptist! confegsed the seme basie
doctrines bub reprocanted a wide variety of avnlications of thease doce
trines. Hot o fawr of thelr lenders wera tnlented and erudite but few,
if eny, toolk it upon themaslves o systematlze the doctrines of the
movenent. Forhnns it was an inpossibla task. On one oxtreone wing of
Annbantics could bo found the superradicals who established their
Theavenly city on earth! in ifingter. This was & "helf-politionl, hnlf-
veliplonz sxmerluent whioch collapsed in 1535 after o few months of a
rolgn of terror, confusion, and intolsranca. nl

Thone wae becane knowm nz the most conservative of all the
Annbantinte followed tha leaderahin of the Philips brothors, Dirck and
Obbe, and beenzs laown by tho name of Cbbenites after thelr chief lender.
This groun lewached & vigorons protest against the spapathizers of the
Minater movanent ond meinteined instend o pesceful and Bibliezl apmroach
to thenlozye? Nons of tho verious groups of Ansbeptists, forerunners of
the moforn Hensonites, hovever, hed e definito doctrinal standard by which

their ideologiss eould be eveluated. Their chief characteristic was their

-

lﬁietnr vung, Tha Harylsnd m. A History (Princeton, N.J.3
Princeton Univerpity Prass, 1948), pe 418.

20, Hamry Snith, The Story of $he Memoniten (Berno, Ind.i
Mennonite Book Gonaorn, C.1941)y pe 87 £fe
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extrono subjectivisu or enthusiam which led to & vigorous protest ageinst
the chief dectrines of other nrotostonts and the desd formalisn of Rome.
Thia enthmsiasn culninnted in a position which wes the exzct antithosis
of the ceracrstone of Imtheris theology, justification by faith without
tho doeds of the Iow. In nony polnts we can £ind close simllarities
betwaen Anabopticn of the siztesnth century and Honman Catholic $heolosyes

A different emphasis wea pleced upon the dmportence and person of the
Holy fnirit. He becane the cornsratons of a theology which absorbed many
of the anecotlic and nystical tendencies of the Hiddle Ages. It was the
Holy Snirit vho made possible menls communion with God the Fathar and Iis
Son hy 2 caxriain Lmmer inaviration. The Father revenls Hinself to man,
nedintely oud immediately, bacaunse the Snirlt vorks divectly usen the
hoaris Phess tendenclos were nut to practical applicntion hy tha fAnae—
bantists with zonerally grentor sucosss then sinilar efforts of tha
nrovious eonturies.® Phis distingulshing festure of Ansbaptism and
Momonitisn wiil he considered in greator deteil in the discussion of
sevaral of tholr doctrinas.

The Ansbantiat movenent wes essentielly a concentrated eifort oi
foreing o econmlets ond sbsolute obedience to the letter of Holy Scripture.
Othar basie tencts such as oxtrems opposition to the state-chursh orgenl-
vations of the Imtharan and Oalvinistic Reformations were based largoly
on thelr "stricbest sdnorense to the Scriptures which were intorsretated

litorally ond tolon ns & guide oven for the dotails of everydey life.'2

: : S
3Th. Fagelder, W. Arnit, Th, Graebnox, end F. N. Hayer, Zogulsy Sur
Dolics (Rt. Louis, Mot Goncordia Publishing House, 1934}, Pe 256.

4ol 6. Venger, mm)ﬂwmg&mc ring (3cott
dale, Pa,; Herald Press, 1947)s p. 137.

Stung, gu. gite, D. 420.
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By obsorvirs Sevipture to tho lotter, thay wers able to £ind nroof For
the "immer light" doctrine and o host of other lesser dactrines and
practican. It led not only to thelr fundsnental distrust of the other
roforn novenants bub nlse to & corresponding dlatrust of their movenent
Yy Iumther, Calvin, a2nd other contemporary leaders.

Thin anproach te Holy Seripture resulted in an attitude which
femnonitea dosaribe as the "practicel" method of erxmnining the Bible.
They mada it "fuaction: in ths salvotion and the sanctification of men,
rather than uplacine much siress oa systems of thought or enterinz into
the sneculative nroblons of theology. ub Thug Hennonites have always
rofrained fren taking part in theological discuszions of the doctrines
of nredentination, slcetion, freo will, and other grent mysteries of tho
foithe Theas, shay felt, could leal to no practicel results. The philo-
sovhienl napacts of theology usuelly produced ill-fesling and hatred;
emoty theorics rarely produced @ Mmowledgo of sin in the heert. “Bring
men inmadintsly to Christ" has been the lonnonite wo.alneonda ’

In order %o bring selvation to the grentest mumber, &ll Hennonitea
and their snincedmnbs heve felt that a prover distinction betwesn the
014 and the Waw Govanmnt in Seripture muast be maintained. The Hew
Covensnt, ushersd in at the death of Josus, io accorded the finality in

211 mattsrs of Ffoith and 1ife. Jesus, "the Mediator of the Xew Testanont”

(Hob. 9:15,16), sbholiched the 014 Testoment es a religious systen and Lo

G:fenger. o3e 8it., De 7.

7 2 : Siatoh of Thelr Orizin
Earthinius L. Yick, mﬂﬁ%"w. ié State Historical Society,

and of Their Settlement in Ioua
189“’%- Pe 12.
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cano the Hew Tectanent lawglver, Tho ethlczl teachinzs of Jesus are
nore than & nere asot of idonls whose observance is optionsl with believers.
They must be aceepted as practical atendands for Christisns regardless of
tho czmue::;utrm::ess.a They conmot be disobeyed by loy=l believers bacausze
the words of Josus ars Godls words as He Himzelf testifiess

For I have not spoken of Hyeself; but tho Father which

sent XNo, He geve le o commnndment, vhat I should say,

and what I should speaks... Yhatsoever I speak therefora,

aven eo the Father sald unto He, so I speak. (John 12:49,50).

That believers under the old disponsation anticipated the coming of
a new iovw ig proved from the prophet Jeremizh who gives additional proof
in this way:

Behold, the deys come, salth the Lord, that I wlll make 2

new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of

Judahi ot according to the covenant that I made with their

fathers in the dey that I took them by the hand out of the

1ond of Fgypteseo (Jor. 31331=34).7
The 014 Covenant wes not perfect in the sense that 1ts blessings were
inferior to those of the Wew. The 0ld Testament propheta loolced foruard
to the zlory of the New Covenant with its deeper blessinga, the Hew
Covenant being less mationalistic or externsl and more personal and
opiritucl in charscter. Therefors all of God's dealing with man beforas

Christ wore in nropsration for the recdemption wrought through Christ, who

stands at the conter of time.l"

8 Wfor Conscionce Sake," ifudles in Anshantist
and i ga_s,' :ggtmlerieo:;:n.om.: Tho Heasonite Historical Soclety,

1940), IV. 25 f.
%%, ieb. 8:17-13.

10engor, op. git. s Pe 162
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In Chrint we goe tho fullest development of the 014 Tentancnt sy
for 1t waa fulfilled in Him aa e Seatifiesy "Fhink not that I an come
to deatroy the Iaw, or the prophets: I an not come to deatroy bmt to
fulfill.” (agt. 5117). For instonce, wader the 014 Covenant mavder
vas forbldden but in the lliew Testanent Josus 2lso expounded the doetrine
thet angor, evan hatred, are tantomount to mrder (Matt, 5521). This is
sunstanticted br %he testimony of the Apostle John (1 John 3:15). Vhereas
uader the old digoonaation neople wore ignorant of the fact thnt evil
thouzhts constitute cdultery, Josus, in His Sermon on the Hount, teught
His followars thnt orinciple (Hatte 5227). The evangelist Merle also
tastifics, "Oubt of the heart of len procecd gvil thoughts, adulteriss,
fornicotlons, murderseesss! (Hork 7321)e

Josus, the now Iaugiver, also oxtended the Mosale teaching on divorce
by siving forniestion as the only cause for divores (Mett. 531,324

Natte 1915). The Israelitoc under the 012 Covenant were permltted to ewear

but Jesus sbolished all swearingt

eesfvony not ot all; nolther hy heaveny for 1t is God's
throne: Tor by the esrihg for it is His footatool: nelther
by Joruenlen...But lat your commnication be, Yoa, yea; Moy,
nryl for '.ﬁmtsoaﬁr 1z mora than these coneth of evil.

(Hatte 5:33=370.
Honne 3imons, patriarch of tho Hemmonite Olarch, has this to says
e are oware that the magistracy clein and sty we ara

aliowed %o sweor vhan Justica is on our side. This wo
sinply easwer with tho ¥Word of God. To gwear was truly

llcfo Jas, 53112
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allowed to the Jewa undor the Iaw; but the Gospel for-
bida this to Christlang,i2

In a fasilinr possage Josng alsc poaltively f;'arbidn 2ll ratallation:

Yo have heand that it hath been sodd, An oye for an ayo,

ani o %ooth for & tootht But I sny unto you, That ye vre-

aist not evili bub whosoevar shall smite thee on thy risht

cheek, twm %o him the other alse. (Matt. 5:38,39).
In this comaction Jesus in supported by Panl, another graat liow Testansnt
lavgiver, vhen hwo writes, "... Live peaceabdbly with all nen... give place
unto wrathess vongeance io mine, saith the Tord..." (Rom. 12:17-21). £11
af these injunctions are to be wndaratood in tha!:r 1iteral sonses Nothing
ia mere bindinz on the Christian, not even the lews of the nation. Thg
Janus built woon the asaentlial moral principles of the Old Testament and
made them more nensbrating and eztnnsive.n

In viow of these literalistic imterpretations of the Hew Testoment
the Gosual and the Iaw must bs understood as cssentislly one and the
same thing. BHeth the avontles snd the Iord Jesus proved and confirmed
tha tTath of the Gospel with sayinga and testimonies of the lLew and the
wrophets. He bthsvaby proved that the truths of the Gospel are embodied
in the Isw end tho prophots. Direk Philip, an ontstending theologian of
the esyly Wennonike movemont, statos that the "signification, purport,

end rezl neaning of the Iaw nccords and agrees in avery way with the

Gospel, yem, that it is one ead the some truth. For thers is but

12mma Go-mlate Woriks of Henno Simons (Elkhart, Ind.t MNennonlts

Publishing Oompany, 1871), II, 273.

13"&'911,5 My Qe m.. De 162 £.
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one God mo thars is but one truth, for God Himself i3 the truth."lY%

£11 words end testimonles of Jesus and the ovangelists and apostles
ere to be oguaited with the Taw and the prophata. Vhenever an apestle,
for instance, gives an injunation, it muat bo obsyed to the very lattor.
This literalistic mothod of .Internretation provides materisl for the muny
doetrines, cusbtoms, mnd practicos of tho Hemmonite Church which are
totally foralsm so tho majority of other ?m@astnnt bodles. JAn exaanla
e2n be found in the story of the Iast Supper whon Jesus spoke those
.words to His disciples, "If I then, your Yord and liestor, have washed
your feats yo also ought %o wash one anotherls feat. For I nave givan you
on examle, Shed yo shonld do as T have done o you." (John 13:1%,15).
Sinee Jesue is the Towrd of the Church, all consclentious Christians will
follow iz symwmplic. Coaseguontly, Hemmonites follow this pracept as
foithfully ns other belisvers obey ths Docalogus. They celebrate the
ordinaner of footwashing at every comamion service, meaning twlce a year.

An edifving vesult of fwlfilling tha Iord's comamnd is the fact that
nride, greatest of nll Hemnonite sina, is replaced by gemuine hund1d ty. 3
Hemnonite theolozicns wsuelly find two remsons why Jeoua instituted the
ordinance nf footwaghing and instructed Eis followers to do likewise.
Birck Philin, o contemporoyy of Hemno Sisons, writes:

veodio wonld hove us to Xaow that He Hiuself must cleanae
us after the inner man, and thet wo must allow Hin to wash

1y et rich Philip, Enchiridion ox Haudbool of the m&aﬂ&g m&gm
and, .E&l;sgg; ‘zlnld»n-t?.lnd.: NMemmonite Publishing Company,1910), P. 0 f.

' Ind.?
Sgonm 3, Fmk, Mo omepita dmrch s Box fomsers (s1hart
Hennonite Publishing Go., 1878)s Pe 5le
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away the gine that beset us....The sccond reason...is that

we shall humble ournelves among one another...and thet we

hold our fellow balievars in the higheat respect for the

rergon thet they are the salnts of God and members of %

body of Christ, and that the Holy Ghost dwolls in them, ¥

Mennonltes £pply this llterslistic method of iaterprotation to every
nosslble pessage in the Hew Testament. They ore unequivocelly onnosed to
aseoret societles, for instance, not only becsuge they believe Christians
ere forbidden to swenr but alaso bocsuse memborship in fraternal orgeniszo-
tions is often used as & substitute for church membership. It is the
church which is to¢ be the brotherhood of Christisns. Hemnonites, however,
alse find sancther reeson for their unwavering onposition to seoret
societies. The very principle of organized secrecy is unchriastiesn, When
Jesus testified of Hia dootrine bafore the high priest, He scid, "I spake
openly ¢ the world...in sccret have I soid nothingd (Jonn 18:19,20).
For & Ohristian to unite with a fratornal organization, espescielly when
some membera are not even professing Christians, and to "share with this
nized body certoin information vhich he mey not divulge to his fellow
balievers in Christls church, iz utterly out of the guestion. n17

Hennonites 2lao f£ind Seriptural basis for thoir doctrine of laying
on of Wands in ordinntion. Thoy point to 1 Tim, bilk where Paul admonishes
the young minister, "Hoglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given
thao by propheay, with tho laylng on of the hauls of tho proshybery.*d

Thig rite is extendsd to all who are called to serve in tho church: the

lsphili'ﬂ. an. sy De 388 f.
1?denger, gp. git.. pe 156
180f. Acts 141233 Fitus 1i15.
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olders or bighona, ench of vhon ia the chlef pastor of one or mors
gongragnblons; tho ninistors who norve as tenchors of God's tord &nd &s
egsistent pastors of the congrogntiong the deacons who aszist $he elders
in cdninistering the ordinonces ond who have ohnrge of aduinizterinz the
alms of the cimrch. lHennonites alao point to Heb. G312 whara the doctrins
of l=ying on of hands is placed on an equal braiz with those of bantisn,
rosurrection, rnd eternal julgment.l?

I% ig 2lso forbidden by Holy Seriptura for Christians to go to tha
couris of the land $2 gain their "righte®. The Hew Toatoment advises
it 1s better for Christians to euffer injuatice than to achieve thelr
rights by resoztine o ltl.tignt.ton.zo This position roanlts in 2 partie
cular nonlisntion of the broad nrineiple of love and nonrasistance which
are besic in the Henwonite churchsn. The Soripturcl nroof is 1 Cor. 65l=7.

The Hommonibe Ghureh also sccepts literally the femilinr words of
Peul "0reet yo onn ancther with en holy kios." (1 Cor. 16:20). Similer
efnonitions nre fomd in Nome 16:16; 2 Oor. 13:12; 1 Thess. 5:26; and
1 Pet. §31k. A11 of those are considered binding for Chriastians today
asinen the holy klgs in = symbol of fervent Christian love in the fellow-
ship of saints. Mony examples can bo gquoted from the ancient litore~

ture of tha church showing that it mst have benn guite & comon m@“”"m‘

1enger, goe glte, P 1526

20Ihid.. p. 157
2lytardurtn Mirpor (Scottdele, Pa.t Hemnonite Publishing iouas, 1938),
op. 471, 581, 591, etce
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Henno Simons urged adoption of this custom and warned hla.follownrs not
to great anostates in this way "oat we heve communion with thom, 722

lonnonites aluo follov tho admonition of Jeomes 5:11f41 "Io any sick
among you? Lot him call for the elders of tho clmroh; and let thon
prey over hiu, smointing him with oil in the nams of tha Iord." The
practice of anoilnting with oil, howaver, is not to be confugsed with the
Boman Catholic dootrine of extreme unction. The modern Honnonito custom
gymbolizas the power of fod to heal the body.23

It is oonsidercd & sinful practice for women to cut their heir or
to enter o olavch uwithout the proper head covering. Proof for this
doetrine iz found in 1 Cor. 1132=-163

Yor 1f the woman bo not covered, let her also be shorai

but if 1% be a shane for o woman to bs ghora or shavem,

iet hor he covared....Judge in yoursolvest is it comely

thet o venan oroy wnto God wncovered?...But if & women

have lons hair, it 1s o glory to har: for har hair is

given her for o covoring.
The wnnatursl an? mgerintursl »ractica of wonen cutting their hair is
condennad on tho basis of thelr exegesis of the verd, dedotni, which is
in the werfect tensn, donoting a permenent blessing. Thus loang halr
ahould be & nnturel covoring $o sccompexny the srayer velling, @ symbol
of tho "prosminsnce of msn in administration end function though not
neceasarily in imsortence or personsl gifta.02%

Subseguent cheptors will show that Hennonito theologiana apply tha

sane nethode of interpretation to suppert end ostablish 21l dootriaen

and oustome of their chuwrche

22upyica, 1I, 278.
23Wenger, on. ght., pe 151.
2“'&!&-- p. 160,




OHAPTER IV

VARIGUS DOCTIRINED OF THE ARISH ITRTIONITR CHURCH

The dootrinal pooition of the moflern Anish Memmonite Chureh can bo
learned from the ionfossion of Dortrecht dravm mup in 1632 and the writings
of twe outstandinz fnnboptist leaders, Hemo Simona and Dietrich Philiy
(d. 1568)s T latiar wrota numorous tracts and troatises on fundamantal
dootrines, the most extenaive beinz his FEnchiridion. This remains narhaps
the meat tynsical axnoalibtion of connorvative Anabaptist thesology to the
nragent dey., Dirvck Philip is particularly nopuler anong the 0ld Oxxlewr
Anlsh of Anerica bocsugse of his great stress on two doctrines, ialdunz
and foolwnahing, Woth of which are scrumlonsly observed to this day
by these noonis.

Henuonltas slse aoknowledge the Oonfeaslon of VWaterland, drawm
uo in ths Dutoh lengunge by two of their ninlaters, Jom Ris {Fans de
Rye) and Iubbort Gerardi (Gorritssz)e Thio confession contains forty
articles having in sddition to the common doctrines of Protestant theolo-
&7, those which are peculiarly Hennonite or Anigh.l Tais chapter will
disouss from & Heanonite standpoint those éoctrines which ars, o &
cortnin extent, comon in most branches of Protostantisn today.

Rraent for o snell party of Ancbaptists labeled Antitrinitarien, all
the Amish end Menmonites have consistently confessed tho Triune Gode

There can he ne doubt that Jesus, the Son, was understood by eerly

Lohilip Scheff, The Creeds of (Wew York and Londont

Harver and Brothers, Publishers, 1899), I, B
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followers of lHanno as well as the podern, to be ths true God, bagotten
of the Father, divine end incomprohensible, spiritual, oternal, and
inexpressible, "the first born of every creature, the oternal VWiadonm,
the vover of God, the everlasgbing Iight, tho otornal Truth, the ever-
lagbing Lifo,e.cthe eternal Vozde"2 They belioved ond officially tought
the nlain tostinony of the prophatn, evangelista, and mnostles thet
Jeous Christ, with His henvenly Fathor, was truly God. In ordez; to
medatein thie doctrine ageinet haretical tenchings, the Obbenites, even
bafors lanno joined tham, prososed o view of Christ!s incammation which
magt have geened peculiay fo thelr contomporaries. According to thia
view it s held that Ohrist did not raceive Hic flesh &nd blood L£rom
Mary, His asthor, Wubt that the whole Christ, God and lMon, Man and God,
ia the Son of God and ia in heaven. They vanted to guard sagainat the
view that Jomus conld not hove been God's Son 1f He had asgumed human
flesh and bicode FHub in thoir esgernsas to uphold the doctrine of the
deity of Chwiot thoy denied His true humnity.3

Mennonlte confespionz 2lco aclmovledge ths Holy Spirlt ns divine
with divine sttributes, "going forth from the Father and the Son, although
He ever ressins with God and in God, ord is never saparated from tho being

22‘-_\9, Comolete Horka of lenso Simous. (Blkhart, Ind.:  Honnonite
Pablishing Oo., 1871}, II, 183.

5. H.Klobacho and J.2.Huellexr, The Hiatory s!‘.rﬂ,h.smz.l_:;:za
(Burlington,Ts.s Tho Iutheran Literary Board, 1945), Do .



29

of the Father end the Son," lienno come to his doetrine of the Holy
Splrit by the testimony of Serinture in the story of Jezus' baptiem, the
apnsarance of the Ssirit oan Penbecost, and the fact that praophets saw
visions cnd parforaed wiraclon $hrough lils vower. According to Heunon-
ito thaclosy He io the Distrivutor of divine gifts, a nystery to 21l
manking, but divine in essence

Accoriling to the theology of iHonno Simons natural man can comprehend
ne salritusl tmt‘-m for he is bhasically & stranger to God, destitute, and
without commonion with Gode, His mind is blinded end overcone by his
dapravity. In no csnge cmn he apnrosch God for thers is nothing of 2
divine nature dwelling in h!l.'ﬂ.5 His conception of notural m=n, howsver,
wae radically different fron the doctrine of commlato corruption 2ad
fuilt whilch Inmthor taughbe,

Henno distlnsnizhad botuwaen four different kinds of sine The first
entegory, according to Menno, 1s the corrupt nature or inherent oinm,
that vhloh niirmetes man fzon Sod and reniers him a complete strangar
to God., Thin kind of ain, however, is not condemnatory since,. for
Christin geln,it is not sctually counted aa si.n..6 Article IV of the
Waterlond Confession nloo adnits hereditory sin but denies its guilt.

Tha sacond classification of ain includes the acts of ain such as

adultery, fornicotion, avarics, dobauchery, nntred, envy, lying, theft,

Miorics, 1T, 186 £.

Suomics, I, 232.

Doctrine (Scott-
S5ohn C. Wenger, Glim gi’ of Mennonite History ond Boctrina
dale, Pa.; Herald Press, 1947), D. 172.
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mrder, cnd idolatry. All non ore suscentible to these sinz but ths
regenerato, by twrue Teventance, have been rencwed and can resict those
ains, There ars, howavoy, occaslons vhon even tha redesmed will fall
4nto error. Tharefore a thind eclagnification includes u;n mrman frelil-
ties, tho nlstaites end stunmblinga vhich even Christians cormit, This
group includes thas hanty, angry wordsg, the licentions thoughts, =nd the
untemperaed sctionsz. All of these are ains, even vhon the unregmerate
ara gailty, mt the Lord will not conderm thesc unintentionz) short-
comings comaltied contrary to the will, "out of mere thoughtlossnasg
and frai.lt..v.“7 Lrticle VII of the Vaterlandl Confession nlao agrees
with this doctrine of Henmo. The fourth kind of gin ig that of becoming
an apostnte, Uwi is, of a Homnonite lenving the Hemmonite Clmrch. Tals
doctrine hns, of course, contributed greatly to the solidarity of the
Hennonite Ghmrch.

e whole dectrine of ain is sumarized by ilenno in this way: "IF
this inharent sin iz to lose its offect ond aotual sins he forgivon,
then we must bLelisvs &he Yord of the Lord, be regensratod by folth, and
thus by virtes of the now birth, by true repentance resist the inherent
sin, die unto sctnzl sin and be piou.s."s ¥Fron this and similar statements
1t 45 evident thet salvetion is depsndent wpon man hinaelf and upon his
roventence or condition of heart. It is true that Articlo VII of the

¥atorland Gonfession tesches that God prodestined and orented 0ll men for

Tdories, 1I, 312.

8mig., p. 31
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for ealvation {omnos decrevit ot eresvit al_sslugen), that Ho provided
the remedy for all, that Christ died for all, and that Gsd saves all who
beliave ond perssvero. Apnarvently, however, Hennonites of the present
generatlon interoret the Waterlend Gonfession differently.

Hennonite thealoglans have always held that it is impossidle to
abttein the fover of CGod witheut tho forglvenoss of sing. But thoy aleo
believe that forgiveness of sing iz just as impossiblae without the ropen-
tance which Sorloture reguires throughout the 01d snd the Haw Tastaments.
Althoush the Hennonites teach Neir Teatement finality and the abolitlon
of $he 01d Oovemant, thay rozort to Joel 2:12-1% whors it reads in parts
BeeeRand your hinart and not yowr garneats, and turn uanto the Lord your
Gods for s Lz graclous and morciful, slow to angoreses” The 01d Taste-
ment is ruckel orofusaly to prove that repentence precedes :!'o::‘.a::!.\v'enens.9
This vosition of $he Amlsh Menncnits Church is swmeriged by She eminent
Hennenlte writor, John ¥, Funks

Forgiveness of slns can only be grented to him who gincerely

reneata end bocomes willing to forsake 21l that is opvosed

to tho wiil of God snd o do 21l that Cod commanda him to

80seaiinon 2 narsen, by the graco of God and the cooperating

influence of the Hely Spirit, 1s brought into this stato

of mind, ho is converted....8od has given hio a new heart,

2 clens henrs, and vencwsd & right splrit “fiﬂ}-’m hin, He is

now no longer under the condemnation of ain.

Thio pogemeretion is effscted in people's heerts by the loly Spirit

who remews, pierces, and converts the hearbe Homnonites apply John 3

0, Jov b2:6; 1 ¥ings 8147-50.

Wgm . Furk, The Nepopite duzd) oud fax Acisers (Blihert, Indes
Hennonite Publiching Coe, 1878)s De 151 f.
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in thias ways

It 15= ovident that woe becone tha children of God by a spiritunl
blrth; bnt wo suroely cammot be horn of the Snirit uithe

-

beconing partekers of or nonsomsing the Suirite...

Bvary men is prompted or moved ond led by sons power or

m:ot;zn;_ n::in: inverd, hidden wrincipls, and this Hdden or

uaseen power in men ic called the s»irit of man.

It is God who =oesla thron@ His Holy Spirit to cinvinco the souls of
mon of their nin and ofter their repentanca to oomforf thom. Thus, in

e fianl annlysis, tho indwelling of the thimd porson of tho Codhead
plus the cooparation of man's corrupt will eouses man's salvation. Jasus
end Hin ctonement ave, in effact, given the =zecond place. In this wey
wmon iz chonged from the wicked nsture of Adam into tho good nature of
Ohrist.1?

I% is of uinmost imvortsnce that man attain this nature of Christ
throush repentonce bocauge renowal of the mind was the first commanduent
of Jesus o we asae fron latthew 4i117. lNot only was this His firat order
of diroction hut nlso His last as wo learn from Luke 24146,47. This ro-
pentance vas to be nreached in all the world by the apostles (Acts 17:30)
in order to nrodaas "frmits mest for ronentance.” (Matt. 3:8). In other
worda, it wns Lo bo & wresching whereby an entire change for tho best
takes place; whershy the corruption of tho heert is repleced by fervent
love. iMmen o men ie trensformed in his hoart by the Spirit of God, hae
ic chanrod fron Upride to Muellity; from incontinence e chastly} Srom
hetred to love; from covotousness to 1ibernlity; from tho hablt of lying

and choating o trath and honesty. He is tranaformed from darkneas i

11l1phid., pe 156.

12y0rks, II, 215.
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1light; rescued from the power of Saton snd converted %o God."13

By this spivitusl blreth wo pRrtioipato in the spirit of Ohriat and
congaguently nariske of His holy :mﬁure. The now 1ifao or discipleship,
not falth, ic considared the very essenac of Christianity. (Hatt. 11129).
A1l falthful Christians or dilsciples ars descriled as a faithful "follow-
ing aftor (Hachifolgze) of Ourist, vho demands o resoluto obedience to
tho ethical dannnds of thoe Nov Testamant. Works are given the preeminonce
over faiin for fvhare thers is mo diselpleship, there is no soving faeith.7i%
Thus the easonce of Ghristlanity 1s the realization of God's will in tho
- 1livea of Uhedstion dleciples. Tho now life must be ia evidence for the
glory of God and the gelvation of the lost.

It was beesuse of this conception of church nembarship a2c & personal
comnitument to au earnast Ohristian life that ths Hennonltes insisted on
bolievers! beptisa. Since infants conld naike no comaitaent to Christ or
cegune the obligations of church mambership, it was considered uselass to
baptize them. 15 uenmonite thaologians also sce no yreagon for infent bap-
tiom beceuzs thay do not believe tha darmability of originel sin. They
do .not deny that inherent sin exists but 1t goes wipuaished by & merci-
ful God. According to Wenno Simons, the baptiem of infanta is the baptiasm

of the sntichrist but "the promise of Jesus Christ assures us of the sale

ISM'A'-. 5e m.' e 6l

1""Jen_:-;cr, one cibe, D 174 £o

151013., p. 167.
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vation of our little cidldren 4if they dio and depart from here. . When
they understand Goldls Yord and beliave it, Soripture directs thom to be
vaptized.” (Wott. 28:19; Herk 16:15).16

There ls ns dlvine officacy in the cercmony of beptism. It ia merely
the sign of 2 new covensnb eaablished hetweon the now disciple end God
or the exteranl =scal and gynmbol of dlscipleship. Bantism is nmeroly anothor
How Testemont commond of our Lord which must be oboyed. Ho specisl powvera
or salutavy effocts ave bestowed upon the reclpiont ag lNenuo writas:

ot thnt we Welieve in the remission of sins through bope

tismg by no wenns. Bacmuse by baptisn wo caaot obtain

faith end Tepantanca; nelthor do we recolve the forgiveness

of sins, nor meaca, nox libarty of conscience. 3nt we

Seatify thereoby that we have repented, roceived pardon

and falth in Guiate In chord, hed we forgiveness of sins

end neaca of concelence through cutwerd ceremonies and ele-

menta then the roality would he superceded and His marits

made of an offects
While the auntwnrd coveneny is absolutely worthless, it is the invard bap-
tism with hesvenly Fire and the Holy Spirit by vhich we are reneved end
quicl-enad nnto = 1ifs of hoedionce to Gode The outweid cercmony is nothing
mora then an ovidencs of the obadience vhich is of faith. ZBantisn symbolizes
the convertls foifh in tha powor of Christ to clemmse from the guilt of
oin theugh the sinner veceives nc forglvenesa from heptisn.

Tha Lerdls Swpmer 1s also doscribed in = symbollc waye It hos been
ordained by Ohrint for the penitent, belioving, and regenerate child of

God in order to aymbolize his faith in Christ es the Ons who has given His

yowes, TI, 318.

1?” ¥i% B I, 28,



35

1ife for the redemption of hia asins., It is a nemorial to Chrint hy

which

e are to pub ourselves ia wreneabrance of the mercy and

merito of Chrint, with brend ond wine, which raprosenta

tha comwunion of Welisveray for as the breed, froa naay

varticles throush the fire, is nmade unto one hrend, so

2lao ara the beliavers, by the power of the fire of the

love of Gode...made to be membors of the body of Ohrist. 10
Hermonitos believe that the Loxd iastituted the two spnabols of beption
and the Lordls Supner in order that they mizht be encourezed and aduoniche
ed tu lesd o godly iilfe. Bantisn is to remind them that the Lord bantizes
within snd nocopts sianers in His mercy; Iioly Commanion asymbolizes Jesust
redenptlon and their scceptzice hy Gode

A£13 thoee who have made o personal comaitment to Christ are consider-
ed chosen provle of Gode They are His saints and chlldren, influsnced
end gadded into 21l truth by the Spirit of God. Thue all wio live in
acrordenes with the divine will and who welk sccording to the require-
monta of the divine ILsw nre fevored by God and counted mccaptable to
Him, Such people recelve the promises of God."g In mccordance with
their doctrine of the church it i teught by Hewnonltes that the first
church on earth vas foraed by Adem and Eve in the Gardens “The relation

exicting botween Cod and man in the Garden would seen fo countensnce

the ides that it might be called 2 cmrchl 20

18.?\12‘!1‘:, oan, aite, Pe 50.
15;333:1.. D 1624

200000 17, 83.
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Henno Simong tanghh that the truo olmrch of Christ had six maxks
to diztingaish it fron nll sects and false churchan. Thoy ars as

followss

a o ol unndulierated pure doctrine...a Serivturel use of

the sacrsuental nignge.othe obadiencn to the Word...un=

Feizaed brotherly love...tn tnreserved confossion of God

apl Chriztee.Oporession end tritulation for the sske of

the Loxils Yond.

it iz the duiy of 21l those who are united in the brotherhood of the
Church %o aduonizh those ln denger of falling from grace and to restore
thoge who have. Hrory Christian is resnonsible for his neighbor accordiag
to Poul in Grle @313 *IF & man Da overtakea in a foult, yo whioh are
spiritunl restore such an one in the aspirit of meolmessy considoring
thyself, last thon 2lco be tempted." If the impenitent ainner continues
in hig sin, Hemnonite Ghristians are to follow tho injunction of Foul in
1 Cor. 3:13:1 "Pub swuny from emong yoursclves thet wicked porson.® This
cardinel docirine of Hoidung or ctianaing has alvays sharply dlstinguishsd
the Mannonites from all other churches. The Seveatgeath Article of the
Oonfoasion of Dort ia very explicit on the purpose hehind church dlscip-
1line;

eveta beliove and confess thob if anyonses.is co far

fallen an to e separated fron Gods..he must alco be

shunned so tant we may not becons defileds..end that

he may be achened. 4

Only those who sin openly are in dengar of excornmnication. Since

offense exn be zivan only when a person hes bocome & manifeat transgiroasol

of the law, private giming is a matter of tha conscience, between tha

Arnig., 162,
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ginner and fod lineelf. Mannonites actually eoxcorvmmicete no one
bocsvse "none s ent of f or rejocted by us or  ejectsd from the corrmanlon
of bellovers Imt thaan who have alresdy ejected fhonselves elther by
folae doetrine or by » blasmdle 1ife awnoy fron Chriat and Mis communion. 22

AL chureh disclpline has a threefold purposs, the first of which in
to meke lmown o the obdurato sinner his true state before God. Fxe
comsmaicailon on Serintural princivles has, of courae, full divina sanc—
tion. (Watt. 156:10; 18:18). Chursh discipline is to warn others of the
awful potentiziities of unresented sin. It should 2lso meke menifest
the fact theb continued fellowship with such an lmvoultent trarsgrsasor
of divins YLaw con influence the righteous to fell into the snme error,
Just 23 "iltile leaven leavenath tha whole 1\!.'311).“23 Tinnlly, exconmuni-
ention will nratoet the good nane of the Ohurch, the maubers of which are
to glorify Gold by thelr sanctifisd livan.m"

Mo doetrine of Neidunz or excommmnication h=s roceived a much
grenter cuolmais smong Ve Anish sects thon among ony of the othexr
brevches of Lhe Memmonite mm-ci‘. This i due in part to the tansletion
of Tirclk Philints Fnchiridion (published in 1920 where rigld and un-
compromieing resnlations arve prescribed conserning the ben. The very

possibility of being vlaced under the ben holps the /mishmsn resist the

21"4@::—.:@, 08 glbe, De 161.
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teuptations of the world, be thay tho losmer evils of attending tha
theatar or auoking o cimratio or the mors serious onas of apeculating
in the stock mavket, resoréing to lltigntion, or of marryinz » none
believer, ‘hweasver on Amighmen is wfortinete enough to suffer the force
of the ifeldung, 1t neans comnlota ostracisn in all businoss, sociel,
roligious, end domastic affalrs. He becnne;s 1liternlly e heathen non and
a2 publican, "lone of his follow clmrch members mey buy anythinz fron
him or sell anrihing 0 hineeeHin wifo end childran may not sit nt
the sove bebio 1with hind 25 %he Olarsh with 1ts spirituz]. blensings and
divine gracs in complotely clomed %o hime

Oceasionalily an Anlsheen with wmsual courage or, perhaps, little
regord for %he docteine of Holdmg, will defy the cmrchis regulations,
Such & man wes andrew Yoder who purchased an automobile so that his
danghter aoull be tolen for the medical attention sho requireds Thia
Ban beeaue o gosisl and raligious outeret for n period of five and one
hnlf youars bacnusae his r-uto'mhi'la waa avidence of hins liheral tendenciea.
Finzlly Yodar £11ed suit (another sin) in ¥eyne Oounty (Ohic) Coumon
Pleas Court comingt the Bishop and his eolders aslking that the court
foree the chursh officisls to discontinue the brn. The courd twh.olﬂ.
Yodor and srisred the Dlehop to restore him to zotive memborship. Eub
Godls Tew o soove court ectlonse "Wo ought to obey Ood Tather then aen,t

said the Bishone2®

25¥redrie Xloes, Pameylvaais Dutch (flow York, H.Y.: The
Haoillan Souvany, 1950), pe 31 fo

zsﬂg.iigaa_ an," Time Mesmgine, 1 (Yovember 17, 1947), P 26.
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Thronsh the nde of the rigld Jews of diseipline the Hennonitos howe
trisdl to euteblich and create & Ohristion soclety comvosed of individuals
saved by Christ for the purpoze of glorifying God by & 1ife of Christisn
witneanins,  The Chureh wac to mnintein ite purity throuzh discipline in
order %o koem Lt o unified corporate body schieving the will of Cod for
societye Thiz, of necessity, involved 2 cortain withdrawal from the
society of tho ungedly in order that the Cloarch might be that group in
wiloh Jasuva, the Wing of kinga and Jord of lords, conld exercise His
glorions Tingshine?! The Fingdon of Christ, however, haz no need of
foree and coercion Tor 1t iz composed of redacmed Christisns mutunlly
conenmed for the wedfare of thoir fellow believers. Participztion in
the oxienzion of thet Xingdom wes glorified as the highest possibla
echiovenent in this life.

The Hanaanites tensh that 211 Chrintians must submit to temporal
nowar in ao for ns it does not confliet with God's Vorde %The temporel
gtnte eovinets ita affeire on & sub=Christian level, restraining unre-
ganaratn nen By the use of suthority. On govermment in the church and
glinte Menno Simeng writoeef

We tossh ond econfess thet wa o of no sword nor commction
in the Kinmionm or (Murch of Chriat other than the sharp

avord of the Snirlt, Godla Words...which is shorpor and

nora ploreing then ony twoeodged gwordes.«But the sword 28
of worldly polilcy wa leave to those to whom it is comaitted.

In aolte of Momnonite intevest ia the spiriturl welfare of other

people, they have been slow to establish aissions among non-belicvezde

2fionger, ope Qites Do 170s

28yoziem, I, 3.
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In general the idea of mission work wms frowned uponr &g & dengorous
exnerinment that night lead to worldliness. It was sonothing now and
therefora to Ye nvolded. Somo Menmonlto leaders wers of the opinion
that the simplicity of the Gosnal cowld not b maintained in the
worldly cities of Amaries.”” Finally the majority of the Awish and
Hemmonitea of the rural areas wore forced %o conduct active nigsion
vrogrene In various citios. This was prompted more £rom 2 basic need
for selfepreservation then fron any grest deoire o follow the Creas
Oomnisslon. Tha first city mission woa established in Chicazo in 1893
ovar tha nrotests of nany vonerabls loaders of the Cmrch.2?

The davalopnent of nigsion intersst was marked by bitter controver
nles ond fiorce onnosition. Gradunlly I.ntarsnt.m stimalated by
chureh publicstions, reliefeirnric among othar Hemnonitos, agsrossive
evanzalism, the Sunday Sehool mavonent, and tho collegea. This miassion
work hed many salutary offects on the Homnonita Churche It lﬂsé prescrved

from tha selfwcentersd and complacent attitudss of former years. Outside

interests ooved the group from further disintegration eund obliterated many

(&)

netty Joeal differences. Oenarally speaking, misslons, with its brooden-
ing effects, trousht many now and beneficlal nathods into the Ghurchedt
In snits of the gonsral svakoning emong Nemmonite churches, ¥hore

is st411 1ittlo interest ewong the Amish growos in Ausrica. Thoy heve

295.8.Hartzler, M 2 h Higtory (Scottdsle,Pa.t llenrnon-
1te Book aud Praot Society, 1905)c Pe 348.

30113, 1. 3710

3ludmma G. Keufien, The % iﬁ% ﬁ = .n.l monite

Dic Intersst smons the Hennonites
Book Concern, 1931), D 230 £f.
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beon content %o koep their doctrinen among thanmselves. Due %o thoir
violent reaction to tho versecutions of m:x unfriondly worid thsy have
mainteined acvera lsolntionism and an uncompromising attitude that is
to be rag:rett-mlﬁg In spito of their exclusiveness, superior piety,
rigid auasterity, and conztent vigllance to remain unspotted f£rom the
world rathar then to eave it, these unasswsing psople have meny admirable
treadts and qualitios which their fellow Zmericens would do well %o emue

Iate,.

a2
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CHARTRR V
DOCTRINES PROVLIAR T0 THE AMIGH MRWONITE CHURCH

The Heomnonits Cluwch and its varions brenches are known betier
during nericds of nstion2l and internationel warfare than at any other
time. It i= thon thet these consciantioun objectors receive genarous
oublicity, some of it favorable but the greatest amount hostila and
eriticnl. This is lnrgely due to a nisunderstending or complote igno-
vance of the underlying orinciples vhich motivate their actlons. These
voaceo=loving poonla derive their doctrine of nonrasiatence &s they de-
rive all of tholr doctrines, from & literaliastic anprosch to Holy
Serinbura.

Tha words of Josus in Tuke 6:27-36 are besics Y...love your eneming,
4o good %o bhom Lhat hato you, bless them that curse you,...unbto him
that =nitebh Yhee on the ono cheek offer also the others..."™ Peul
ogrecs with this doctrine when he writes:."See that none render evil
for avil unis any moneses® (1 Thesss 5115)e Ageln, when he writes %o
Pinothy, he suys, "Iha sarvent of the Lord muat not strive, but be
gentle %o oll men.” (2 Tim. 2:24). Tho apostle Peter also writes of
this docirine:

for e o e 10 B e T i e o

well, sud ouffer for it, yo toke it patlently, this is

acconteble to God. For oven hereunto were ye orlled:
tecoangs also Christ ales suffered for ug, lenviag us an ax-

1“1.'. Hobte 5333"&8.
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auple, thnb y- should follow His stepa. (1 Pet. 2120,231).

They quote many othar passazes in supnoxt of thelr doctrine of non-

" posiptenco.?

'ife:mun tes have alwnya consclentionsly followed the Gonfassion of
Dortrecht which was one of tho firat public documents to devote consider=
able snace ©o the quastion of defenae by force. Sines that tiue non-
raslagtont ~eopls the world over hava consclentiously gubmitted ot 1ts
nracanta. Article XIV statess

Rogrding rovengs and resisting our onemies with the sword

wa beliave and confess that the Loxd Jesus Ohrist hes forw

bidden His disciples and followers all retnliation and re-

vange, end hns comeenied them not to "return evil Tor evil

railinge for mailing, " tut to "pubt up the sword into the eherth."

or ag the wrophets foretold, "bent them into plowe-shoras.?

(ntte 5832=bhs Igoe 23l Mieah M23).

Honnonites also point to thelr antecedents, the Swiass Broethren
Charch, ond perticelarly $o its founder, Conrad Grebel, for evidence
that thoir dostrine is seripturelly sound. Grebel compared his adhorents
$0 sheen in the midat of wolves as, indéed, thooe monresistant and help-
less folk npserantly were. "They used neither the worldly sword nor
engnged in war since smoug them teking humen 1ifo had ceased enbirely.
for thoy wero no longer under the 0ld Govena:xt.“3 Other leaders of

sinilar convietlons uowally descrived tho Ohristian®s weanons for werfore

20¢. Rone 12117-21 Jom 185363 Heb. 1212l3 1 Pete 318,%,13,17.

3ot 6, Vengor, Glimue of Mennonito History ond Doatring (Scotte
dala, Pa.: »ald Press, 19'-7)- Pe 153
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as virtuo, morality, or nobla character. They wero to ntudiously avoid
the carnnl weevons of the world eand arm themselves inatead with the
farmor of God, with the weanons of rightecusnes... and with Christisa
mthmce.“!* Only in that way was wlotory over the enemy noasible.

Cutatanding leaders of the Annbeptist and Mennonite nove=ments
have agked how & man could noasibly serve in militery comps, either
in neane or war, when the Lond ﬁimsolf had taken away the sword. In
digarming Petor, Jeosuz forbade all dimciples to engage in actuel coabat.
A ochnracterlstic stotement of Hennoe 5Simons, & prolific writer on the
subject, is 2a followss

The regensruated do not zo to war, nor engege in strife.

Thay ars the children of pesce...ond Inow of N0 Wareees

Their aword is the sword of the Spirit vhich they wicld

with n good conaclence through the Holy Ghost.d

Thin atiitnde tovard rosistance and aggression typifies the pre=
vailing one down through tha centuries. A cstechisn of the Friealan
Henuonites of Hollsnd, published in 1747, devotes & specinl section
compriaing 7ifty-tvo guestions to the subject of vengeonce and war.
It 45 commonly taught in this and other catechisms that the Savior
oreseribed complete and entirn nonresistance, that even the use of
forecs for gelf-protection wes gtrictly forbidden to everyona who lives
wndar the liew Covenzant. A1l Christians, tharefore, are %o follow these

nrecents of the Lord literally, that is, when someone hns miatreated or

47116, De 155
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ebaged tham, Chiristians ave to "turn tho other chaek." The Friesien

ontanhlon nico eawserntes many practicsl lossons to be derived froa ouch
& proonivro, «one of which nre)

o

Thet T chould in wy patience ponsess my soul (Tai: 21:9)

end follow my Savior in "2 noeck snd quiet anisii, which

is in the sleht of God of grent price’ (1 Pot.Jik); thnt

iF T em veviled, Y wvovile not aming 17 I suffer, I thrent.

:E.f.-. m:z, 'ﬁ:ﬁgcgg&)ﬁi& nyaelf to Hin that Jjudgeth rightoously.

1 o 2822,23)

This hog hieon the Hemnondto poliny in pesics and war, It 1a 6o their
eraflit that they hnve token guch o firm stand in the fooe of ovsrwholning
cidn end frishiening ovposition. Hany othor gthinking Christisne havae
sourhl o aolve the probleons iavolved but £ow are willing So cling to
thelr bollefe wvith the tenneliy mnd coursze characteriatic of the
Honaoniton nnd Andoh. For then it s 1ot so much "how far to toke® the
Hovw Postnnont verans on nonvoslctance hut rather, "If one seclm %o abey
and follow Josns! words ab £ll, exn one partieipute ia werfore at any
tlue¥®  renuonites belleve $hnbt there camiet bo o more DIGROR OF prow-
swmptuous violstion of the lmw of love thun the wapging of nodern verfiro..

O many oecceione Heumonites have suffered shanaful indicnities,
Yrateld herdshing, and wigpesk=blo tortudes, both nemteld and phyalesd,
wather than samsifiolng one fota of thoir bellefu. Publlclty wag prae
tienln=ly wifevoreble during Yorld Var I whon the oresds of nonresisiand
churehes first cone So Ghe attention of the fAnmaricon A
comnlete nobilivation, It haz been anid $hat the "most chrritable

epithet nonlied to thea was that of relicicus fonntiese’? Whon 1t bow

barta ?'zils.ar. t0ur Penge Pollay®, Hewonite Guartorly Raviemf, IIX
(Pemonry 1979), 20336

Henmon=
T¢o Honry Seith tasy o $ho, Hennonites (Horne, Indet
l once: 1&. e .
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cane evidont that Quakers, Mannonitss, nnd others of a similar nnturg,
wore sieadfast in thelr beliefs, fongress enacted o conscription law
on Mey 18, 1917 which hed en exemption clauae in it. It stipulated
exemntion on pursly religious grounds but added that "no person shell
be exemnted from sorvice in any capacity that the President shall
ﬁeclmrn non-contrbant, 1° Those of the pease churches who were 20re
1ibersl in thelr views were drafted and sent to detention czapa for worlk
which s nilitzry only in the gsense that it contributed to the training
of obthar noldiors. Hany conservative Mennonites, however, considersd such
memborship in the military machine as sinful s actusl combat becsuge it
also commitied such a pergson to killing a3 much as if he had eatered
bottle cs on setive purticlpnnt.g

Stronz nrensure was exorted on the nonresistent churches to sunport
various driven throughout the nation, such as Liberty 3ond campaigns,
Rad Cross ond YMOA fund drives. Leading theologlans of the peace clmrche
os finelly declared this inconaistent with true Hennonite policles ostnbe
lished by the fothers. They wented to remrin unspotted and unconteninatod
from tha world in avery poseibls way. Ultimately. Hennonites egreed to
eccent any service which wng entirely separate from the militery orgenlza~
tion, For this purnoso the government created Clvillen Public Servica

camvs and units for Mennonites and other conacientious objsotors. The

8hid., De 795

91big., . 808,
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church itself =lss orgnnized its own rollef progrem. In these latter
endeavors the nonrssistant churches of Ausrics acquitted themselves
admirably. Their annmuel contributiona smounted to many thousands of
dollnra.

These consclentious objectors hava had conparatively few disegrec-
monts with the secular outhorities in non~militaristic countriss like
the Thited 5totes and Cenada. Ususlly thore ls disegrecment only in
tine of war. Sinco nations like Paragusy and Caneda guerantce thenm
comnlote nilitary emcmpiion also during wertime, thore have, in recont
years, baen »athar large migrations to these count®iaes from the United
States. There are 2lso instances whon Mennonites have forsaken their
traditionnl doctrinen because of extrome pressure from secular authori-
ties. This has been known to happen in Brazil and Argentine where
military training is compulsory-m

Althoush nonresistont churches have consistently maintained their
dootrines in e pesasive wey, content to absorb the jibes and insults of 2a
wnfriendly world, they have just as consistently worked for the cruse of
world pemce, sparing peither time nor expense. HMany of theso people be-
came interssted in o World Allience for Internstional Friendship organized
in 191k on o non-denominational basigs. Its chief purpose was to advance
tho ceause of peace by onlisting the support of the churches and swokening
the congolences of the public and the government against war. Definite
strides were taken toward the complete outlawry of war. The organiza-

tion velieves 1:.'nat tyar is mwrally vrong end that it clways was wrong

10"5&{’,‘6!'. on. m-. Po 157- . E
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beoruse it ie in violotion of God'a Noral Lewe...the individunl actunlly
sins when he inlkes eny port in war. w1l

A1) =ztous %o cublow war have, of course, ended in failure. Paople
have been content to hurl viclous names at these pesce-loving people,
especlally vhen Amerlea is fighting tyranny and dictatorship. The
Amish, in »mariicular, have been attacked for their princinles daspite
" the fret that the government: recognizes their doctrine, legally end
constitubion=1lly. It has Leon sugmested that one shonld point out to
theae weonls thet it would be to tholr advantage to defend our democracy
pgainad t-ymmv aince their way of life could not exint under another
form of szoverament 2s well as it can in Americs,)2 mhis tyns of appeal
will f211 on deaf Amish and Henmnonite esrs. The mortyrdom and sacrifices
of their Forafathers has been glorified to such & degres that they would
count it o mrivilezs %o suffer for their faith. They cors for this life
and whnt it offars only in the degrae to which it prepares them for
1ife in ths Honvenly City above. They might possibly conslder it o
blessins to suffor persecution under an adverse regime for it would pro-
vide them the opnortunity to prove their faith and confidencs in God.

The nonrssistant churches have algo maintained their principles in
the snhere of cmrchestate relations. In brief, their position has

2lvays boen complote separation of church and states Thig does not memn

that HMennonites faver complete withdrawel from all forms of contact with

nemr F. Horshborger, "Rsport on Peece tonferonca”, Hennonite Guar-
Sexrly Hoview, II (April 1928), 152 ff.

i ton, Hedad
12piator Cunz, Zhe, & ngﬁbaz A Eistory (Princeton,
Princeton Univernity Fress, 1 )y De H22. ]
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non~believers as the monnstics believa, It meons withdraval from par-
ticivation in tha non-Christisn practices of tho ovil soclety surrounding
‘them, They definitely foal that nll followship with organizations zszoc-
lated with the atate in any woy should be avoided. This includes any
ghurch under the auspices of a civil government. Thls doctrinas developed
from bitter memories of former relations with state-churches who "ingti-
gated much of thae nerascution to whioch they were subjacted durinz and
] followins the Reformation."’3 Their doctrine of soparatism oxcludas 2ll
fellowshing 2nd friendships which develop out. of business rel=tions,
gecret orders, snd noclal mctivitios. COhristians are to avoid such fellow-
ship lasct their spiritwnl 1ife be weakened end tholr loyalty to Cod de-
stroyed.

Honnonites bolieve that state governnents ars necessary only because
non-believers (those vho are mot Hennonites) exist in the state. The
atote hao boen ordained by God to curb the coarse outbursts of oln in a2
aociety of evil doors. The Schleitheim Confossion of Faith declares,
"The stats is ordained of God outside the nerfection of Christ.® Thoy
beliave that if a1l members of society wera Christisn, God would not

hava ordzined civil government nor would it be neceasary. Therefore thore

L
is no room for government, as such, in the Chruch of Christe Hakfatnos

the vast majority of the humen race is st1ll unconverted, clvil governmenis

are necossary %o soclaty. In spite of cogent argunents to the effect that

ntiat

13 3 . Yoder, "For Conaclonce Sake," Studies in
mnonlﬁ% (go:h;n. Inl.: The Mennonite Historical Soalety, 19!&0%,
Iv. ?'?-

Wtenger, gn. gite, pe 1530
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_.ﬁ..m!.nh-k-iamnnittv boliefn eould not oxist without the protoctlion of a
benevolont government, they epparontly consider $he stato only B8s a
neaassary evil. Thelr attitude toward the govornment io usunlly
charactarized by = certein othar-worldliness connistent of thoir Verspac-
rive of 1ifn in general,

Tho Vaterland Confession of 1610 pre:;enta tho Honnonite cnsa for
and agained eivil govermnants The article on the 0ffice of the Civil
Hepigtrecy or Government reads in part:

The worldly anthorlty, or civil maglstracy is = nocessary

ordinance of Gofee.eThe Dord Jesus did not institute the

effica of the magistracy in His pairitual kingiom, the

Church of the ¥ew Testamont, nor has Heo included it in the

efficen peculinry to His Ohurch. (1 Core 12128; Fph. 4:11).

Re did no% cnll Hig disciples or followers to be worldly

¥ingn, priness, rulors, or suthorities. (Hatt. 20325~28;

Inka 22:25427) . eeBat Ho, whom they were bidden by & volce

from heaven to hear, has called them to follow, His non-

recistont 1ife. (Hobe 12:2,3p 1 Pets 2121-23).

It 1o sipnificant to note that this confeasion, written by the nost
liberal elemont of seventocenth century Menvonitiem, agress in substance
with the most conservative. On the dootrine of ssparation Anish and
Mennonites are in close harnony.

e nonresistent people camnot be accused of poor citlzenship des-
pite their aversion to civil authority. Hevortheless, the Amish comnot
be s2id to posanss what men usually call civic virtuss. It is a rure
oceagion when thoy participete in political affsivs on @ local or

netional seale. Tha most consorvetive feel that any perticipation in

politicz wonid be inconslstent with true roligion. Only when 2n inmportent

158, 5. Bender, "Omreh and State", Hennonite Smarterly Beview,
I (October 1927), 3.
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morel quesiion iz involved in the crameipn w11l thoy vote or try teo
influence others. Tho wrohivition s & crse in point. Miearly every
Amiohmen fely 1t hils dudy to cost his vote in favor of the law. ul6

It ie 2lso contrary to gomine religlon to sssume tho dutins of
public affice althouch severnl Amishmon have been knmown to serve on

county school boards. Thoir striet and uncompromising attitude on

aswerring hoeg, on oceoplon, givon them trouble with civil =uthorities.
They heve aluay: insistod on the right of affirmation. This priviloge
wag zrented o the Guakere of $he colonins but the Memmonites had to
petition for it. The first resl problem was introduced by the Decla-
ration of Independence whlch severed all connectlons botwaen t!;a
colony =nd Fnglend. Tha Penneylvenis Assembly

paseed on @ch on June 13, 1777 demanding 2ll inhabitents
a? the forner wrovince to tnlie an onth of &llegiance to
the nev zovereizn state. Refusal to teke the oath befors
the next July neant imprisomament endfor fine, Continmed
refuen) monnk exile from the ntate and confiscation of
proprriy. Pobitions were cirewlated, however, in 1778,
vhaich finslly convinced the government that the hesitency
of these "Pinin People" to:tezle the preseribed onth was
duo mora %o their religious convictions than to any dig-
affention ©o the present govermment.

Soma neutrel cbaervers hove detoctod signg that the traditvional
igoletionism of the Amisk Mommonite groups in brecking dovm. They feel
that $ho seods of liberalism have bogun to grow and thet time will bring

anc vernment
them arownd to the provailing views on wor, nonresistance, gove '

&nd fhe 1iko. Such atateaents eve made on'tho basis of world conferances

ge rnintus Wick, The Anich Hemnonites, A Skatdh of %s%fﬁ% and
of. Their Sottlement in lows (Iowa Oity, Iz.t State Historles 8
:l. Pe &8

:':?Smith, on. cibe, Do 767 £a
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thess neopla have hold in recent yenrs. Such & convention in 1948 wag
ettonded by ronresentatives from Burope, Asia, end Jorth nnd South
Americe. Indications are that many leaders of the Memnonite Ohurch are
wrestling with the problems of labor-manngement relations, state
supremscy, oatertainment, leisure tine, ond war., Apparently thay dis-
cuss those problems with the view towvard maldng = contribution to tha
Americon way of life. At any rate, it neens probable thet modern
Hennonites will show greater cooparation with other Ohristizns than they
have in the pas '6-18

AlGhough recent movements within the Amieh Honnonite Ohurch tend to
elluinate harriars which have existed since the Roformation, their whole
theclogy wust bo exenined in the ligat of thelr doctrine of Bearing the
Cross of Christ. Thoese people view life entirely differcant From other
people. Life is only & proparation for & more glorlous existence in
tha Pemple cbove. Somo have charcoterized them as having an unhealthy
desire for mextyrdome Lupnrtisl observers would certainly find such
an Inpression jnsscapable. Meano Simons thoroughly imbucd his followers
with that whilosophy of 1ifo. Tals lo ome of Memno's typical stotements:

sire in zny other way to enter with the saints into eternal

11n, rast, snd peaces.s.¥es, ny brathren, would you he

the people and dinciglos of the Lord you must also bear
the cross of Christ, 9_

It han elveys been a gource of pride to Hennonites that thelr

ancestors have boen enger to endure hmger, 2fflictlon, persecution, the

284, Erahn, "™Memonites Hold World Conferenco,” Zhs Ghristian Century,
IXV (Sentemhor 1, 15:8), 886-E.

Hennonite
19m§ 2late ¥ of Hepno Simons (Flkhars, Ind.d
Publishing Co., 1%1 s I, 192
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oross 2nd death for the testimony of Josua. MThey desirs to bury the

flesh vith its lusts, and arige with Christ to newness of 1ife, even &s

Peul seys in Rousns Gevse" Thig philosophy has besoms s thoroughly dmplentoed
lantod in 21l Homnonite hearts that persecution bacome the earmerk of the

true childron of God. "Only those vho were tiuly saints excited ths
opooeition of the world. And only those who wara born of the Spirit were
willing %o beor the Cronn. "%

Their isclotiontsm night ba disintegrating but it will suraly be a
long procesn. As long as the only way to glory is the way &f the cross,
Mennonites will hold fast to thoir distinetive doctrines. They kuow, as
well na other CGhreistisng, that the abendonment of nonresistance, non-
confornity, ~ni comoleto separation will also eliminate their doctrine
of the Cross or suffering. And that, according to their theology, would

aliminets their way to gloryl.

20r1a., 25

2lengar, one clbes Do 178



OHAPTER VI

T DOCTRINE OF HOR«CONFORMIZY AMD DAILY LIFE

The moot distinetive and charvascteristic dootrine of the Amigh
Henmonite Ghurch is thoir rigid conformity to the principles of non-
conformity nraacribed by all bishops end leaders of the church since
MNenno Simona. On the bagls of this doctrine non-believers have hurled
their most stinging epithets on these people. This is the dostrine
which sets them apart from all other psoplo who inhablt tha Chriastian
world, IHon-conformity affects and controls every detell of deily 1life,
It is grownded, not only on the strictest literalistic interpretation
of Serinsture, imt also on & profound feer of the gin of worldliness.
Thic, together with pride, constitute the cordinel sins in the Hennonite
vocabulary. Gonsequently, thero is abnormel stress on the virture of
humility =nd wmwsusl enchaeis on non=gonforaity to the world or mass of
unregenerate pecple. ;

The Auish Hemnonito doctrine of non-conforaity must bs understood
on the basis of the totel porspective through which they view temporal
1ife. This 1ife on esrth ig certain to bring herdships to God's people

therefore the regenerate resign themaolves to porsecutioa knowing thet

eternity with its greater blessinge lies ba:tf:ra them. Thoe Auish regard

chengos 25 daclonsion not progress, as conformity o the worldliness

Thay identify the culture and civilization of
Only

and spirit of the times.

sixteenth eontury Burope as the kind racomended by Scrioture.
oultural standards astablished by

Henno Sinons oan the blight of worldliness be overcomes chrssu:nuy ,
t ouatoms o
mat be identified with the outdoded culture aad the ancien

through = legnlistic observance of the
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the 014 World. That wms the wny to mchieve the will of God in soclety
apd in the liven of Chriatians. "Sheir distinctive 1ife patterns are
not saclological =ids for the perpetuation of their way of lifey thoy
are belleved to be the concrote application of a Bibliexl soparation
fron tha world,"*

The genoral attitude of the Anish-Hemnonito paeople has baen to
conglder anything end anybody outside their communion as worldly and
thercfore danzerous. The sin of worldliness as well as pride has been
identified with faghionable clothing, fashionably farnished housos,
light frivolous tallcing, and worldly smusements. Thay beliave that
Chrintionz ehould earn their living by farming or in work directly
velztod to the soil, Troe Ohriastisns will consclentiously avoid all
oignz of hoconming "worldly or 1liberal.” Whon the sitwation neoded
corracticn, the General Uonferance of Memmonites advised its ministers
to regularly woint out from the pulpit those sins which constitute
vorldliness. Thie wns to be dona "that thore may be no misunderstanding

2
28 to what is neent hy modest anparel or worldly conforaity.”

fhe Anish and Memonites &lso derive their doctrine of nonconforalty

from Serinturs., One of the principle passagos is 1 Pets 313,L:

Whosa adornines let it not be that outward adorning of
plaiting bhenrﬁnir. and of weering of gold, or of hgu;:i:g
on of apparely But let it be the hidden nan of ¢ . ; a'
in thet which is mot corruptible, even the omm;x;a of
neok and qu:lgt apirit, which ig in the gight of o

greet nricos

1Jomn C. Wenger, Glimpses of Mennonite History and Doctrine (Scott-
dnle, Pn.y Horsld Pross, 1097)s De 122 =
£ b/ GaKhutinns S lggﬁl_ﬁg ng, InG.t Hennon=

2ic Interest anons the }
i%e Book Concern, 1931), De 185

3’Jf¢ Hetbe 6'28-313 1 Bin. 239|1°-
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Henno. deseribos any interpretation of these verses beside the literal
one s "earthly mindedness,” fuch a person is impure, sensusl, and
digobediont to ths Word. All Now Testement pmssages whlch give any kind
of commend are binding on boliovers todsy Just as in Jesuat day.t .
lienne comnents on tho passage from Poultd epistle in this weys

They say that thoy believe, and yet there are no linits
nor bounds to thelr eccursed wantomness, foolish vomp,
show of solka, vaelvat, costly clothes, zold »ings, chaing,
gilver Lella, oing, buttona, curiously adormed ahirts,
hendkerchiefs, collars, veils, aprons, velvet shoos,
alinpers, 2nd such like foolish finery: nover regarding
that the enlightenod apostles, Peter and Paul, have in
vlain 2nd exorosa words forbldden this to all Christien
wonens I this is forbidden to womon, how much mora then
should men abstain from 1t, who &re the leaders and heads
of thoir women, notvithstending 01% this they atill went
to b 22lleod the Christien Church.

In the kinxien of Christ no display is mude of oxpensive clothing or
Jewelry 2o is dono by the proud, wicked world. HNennonite Christians
consider their cutward display of simpliolity ond restraint a5 an indice-
tion of & corresponding immer simplicity of heart pleasing to God. They
frown upon any exhibition of owtward finery and ornamentation ~o a con=
eessicn to the preud world.

It is remarkoble thet the Anigh and Hemmonitos have been &ble to

maintain sach close conforalty in practice and eyplication of this

neonle of these chmrchen atill wear buttonless coats
ub

dogtrine, Todoy

beceuse buttons are pleces where the "dovil can hang somothing on.

"‘E‘l}g Qomnlets Voxica of Henno Simona (Rlkhart, Ind.i Heanonite

P&blis'-ling Coe ? 16715 ] II 71.

SIpia., bk,

6mmon Monroe Aurand, Jz., Little Known Facts 2‘-{%’;'%,%_“;—%’3 2nd

ihe Hennonitag (Harrisburg, Pe.t Tho Aurand Press,
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Thls io desoribed as & revolt azninet the culture of zeventeenth
century Furepe whore tho hutton was & conspicuous ornement on militery
vniforms. Also hocausze of their doctrino of nomresiatence the Hennonites
elininnted the button from their cloth:lng.? This custom is still follow-
ed by many conservative Anigh in ineriez while the liberal element of the
Hennon.;tta Church hae generally adopted the Anericen style of dress. In
aodern Times it has hecoms mors and more difficult to meintain this
geperafion from the world bacause thelr young peopls have nore contact
with outsiders. Since many were lost $o the Anlgh Church, & Dress
Gomnittea was apnointed sa late as 191.1.8

Thoir picturssaue elothinz is an outwnrd symbol of the simple,
plein 1ife thoy wish to lead. The Anish womon wear outer gorments of
identienl atyling and pattern, @ll of which are complotely devoid of
ornamentotion. According to tho ordinance of 1 for. 11312-16 Anish
wonen ore reguived to weey prayer caps as & goecial hesd covering. All
young women ore remuired to bagin wearing this prayer cap when they
Join the church. 411 kdnds of jewelry, even wedding rings, are strictly
forbidden. iomen sre forbidden to cut their hair on the basis of Paulla
injunction to tha Corinthiens. According to Leve. 19:27 mon are nod

peraitted to trim their halr except for tho mastache which 1s shaved

for the purpose of cleeuliness. The passage reads, "Ye ghall not round

the corners of thy head, neither shalt thou mar the corners of thy beard.®

TDieter Cumz, Do Haryland _G_gg:_mma,; 4 Higtory (Princeton, HeJ.3
Princeton University Press, 1948), p. 420.
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Style changes oconr only vhen cortnin materinls are impossible to
acquire and the bishope of the churéh have given the matter nroper
consideration. Thus certain inmnovations have orept into the ohurch
bt thay are rmrs and hardly noticeable to an outsider. Some hnvp- gaid
thet these "Plain People dross thomselvos 1iks the clergy of the Middle
Agas. Tho firast lesders of the Mennonites are snid to have imitated the
Cathnlic clevgymen in discipline aa well as in dress. "Thore is no doubt
that i1llustrations of the clergy of that day would look very much like
the Mennonites and fnish of today."9

The Amish dectrine of none=conformity, of course, roaches avery
detail of 1if~ in the Anish communities. In gemeral, the church lave
forbid everyihing which was not used or invented by :thelr Ancbeptist
forefnthors, Thers ore excentlons to this atatement among the liberal
Marmonites but thone Jmown for their conservatism atill cling to their
gimole woy of 1ife. Owning an 2utonobile, for instonce, is strictly
forbidden 2lthough an Anichmen mey ride in his unbolieving noighborts
machine, mroviding ho uses it for businoss not pleagure. The Amish
mey owr old feshioned buggles or carrisgen provided they are stripped

; 10
of needless affoctations, such as deshboards.

Anich homes ars models of cleanliness but thoy arc almost complete-
1y barren. The 1ittlo furniture allowed must not be upholstered becausa

too much comfort would tond to increase lesinoss, the besetting sin of

the non-beiieving world, lerge windowyanes, curtains and draperies,

Fhurend, gpe gibes De ke
10naranice Steinfoldt, Anish of Lencastex Jounty (Lenesoter,Pa.:
Arthur G. Steinfoldt, c«19%0); De 21e
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furnaces and all types of oraauents are not peraltted in the Anlsh home.
A lightaing rod on the tullding would indlonte a lack of falth in God.
All photographa and portraits are condemnad as worldly bacauss the

Bible forblds them in ¥x. 20847 "Thou shalt not make unto thea any
graven imnge, or nny likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or
that ic in the anrth beneath...." All 1ife and fire insurcnce is ro-
garded with suspicion because it "does not become ua to mitigate o
punishment thet ‘the Alnigaty may have chomen to yut wpon us."™} Ghurch
ordinzacaz do not as yet cover all situstiona that nigat confront an
Amighmzn, They are, for instonce, undecidad whether gas and electricity
should be permitted in the home. Thess modern conveniences arc generale
1y condemned, however, since thers are no Biblical ordinances which
condonz their use.

Some Anish ordinsncos lead to asusing inconsistencles. Tolsphones
are reogarded as 00 worldly If they are instelled on an Amishman's
Property. Dut the Plain People may use them 1f they are locnied on
publlec pronerty or &f they can persuade en unbslieving neighbor to
instnll one oa hise. An Aniohman has even been Jmown to contribute fo &
more worldly neighbor to convince him of the value of & telophone.n 1%
iz proner te ettond circuses because God made the animsls. An Amishman
is not at fanlt if ho buys & ticket to see the animals and has to watch
the whole performance. Under other clrcumstences such entortainment

would be forbidden. The Amish officlals neither grant pernisoion in

uﬂuns, o0 glt., pe 420.

125 vedric Klees, The Pennsylvania Duioh (Few York, W.Y. The
Macliillen Company, 1950), e 43
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these cases nor do thoy rofuse it.

The Anish ond Hennonites have encountered serious difficultiss in
thoir efiorts %o counteoract the inroads modern amuseuents have made on
their way of 1ife. Their ingenuity has been texed to the limit to
devlse menns of keeping the young vmeople ewsy from worldly entortsinment.
large nuabers of them have besn loat to the clmrch becsusa of strict
non-conformity on theso points. It 1s still true, however, that "only
& backesliding Amishman will be seen at thoaters, moving pieturcs, county
fairs, nmusenont parks, dences or sporting ovents. Swimming iz the only
svorté not Frowned woon by the clmrche™?  Enoty gemeral principles re-

garding worldly recreation are govornsd by 1 Jom 2:15,16:

Love not the world, nelther the things thet are in the
world. If sny men love tha world, the love of the Father
fg not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of

the flash, and the lust of the eyes, and t&g pride of 1life,
is not of the Fathor, but is of the world.

A leading historian and domaticisn of tho Memnonite Church sunnarices

the clmrch's view toward motion picturves in this wmy:

ees $h0 motion picture industry with its nensuous starts
divovraing end remarrying contimually, caters to those
haman desives which ere not spiritusl. Commercial motlon
plotures, by gratifying the carnal mind, deaden gpiritual
1ife and Grew the human heart swey from God end His Word.
Hoving picturos oreste in young people false standards of
1ifo in genaral. Porticularly do thoy portray impossible
economic standards and an utterly unchristian view of
courtghin and of home life.

In order to mest the problems the world presents, tho Amish and Hemnonites

have blanded together soclal activities and reoreation with their rogaler

steinfoldt, ope cibes Do 250
1%e, Bom. 8112,13.
15engar, on, cit., p. 160
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omrch mestings on Sundey'evenings. Those meetings ususlly begin
immediately aftor gervices and lagt for seversl hours, Here the Joung
people conduct their Sunday evening fsingings" or fellawship hours.
Since these are practicslly the only. oprortunities Amisgh youngz people
have for social 1ife, it is not surprising that the church, in recent
yoarz, has lost hesvily to outside influences. Another soclal event
of the seraon is the public sale or auction. Although Wery popular,
they do not substitute for the more exciting entertainment and recross
tion offored by the unbelieving world. Anish young people are endowed
with as much homan nature and the ssme evil inclinations as their nmore
worldly neighbora.

The Amish have nore or less successfully resisted the invesion
of worldly customs by limiting the contaots of their children and young
neonle with cutaiders. Thie has been effeatively done by maintaining
the Garman lungunze in home, church, and schoole The doctrines of
goparation nnd non-gonformity have influenced Amish leaders to stronzly
opmose stateesponsored schoolse They believe that eight yeora of edu~-
eation in sufficient for any verson who intends to live according to
ths Biblical ideal of life, namely, by faraing. Moro ediucation would
lead the young neople awvay from the true source of 1ife. Jor that
reason higher education is virtually unknown among tho ore congervative
Amigh, They do not went their children to learn to wish for anything
uore than that preseribed by the Amish Charchs Excessive controt with

unbelieving children might destroy thoge beliefs and customs poals

16
eldars heve worked so herd to preservee

200unz, on. gike, De 419
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The dootrine of non-conformity has given the Amish a profound
distruat of all humen learning. "Tho wisdom of the world is foolishnsss
before Code"~7 Those objections to education have led to disputes with
the govermment on severel oconsions. In 1936 the stete of Pennsylvania
borrownd money (violation of another Amish principle) for a new consoli-
dated school building in Bast Laupetor Township in tha heart of the
Anigh district. ‘In nddition to foderal ald and educntion beyond grade
eight, thiz vronssal included the ev.'il of sending children to school
in bugas and vhat thoy feared most, intimate contacts with children of
other foaiths. In order to preserve their wey of life, the Anish migrated
to Waryland where no more than meven yenrs of education was required by
the statn. d

In order to preserve their religion, the Amish and ilennonites have
tenacicusly olung to forning as thelr wey of life. Theoy have thus far
resisted the lure of &n urban oxistence reslising that thelr orinciples
of non-conformity con be carried out betier whers thoy have fewer con-
toets with otzangers. This is perhaps e superficial reason for thelr
emyhasls on rursl life. Nuch decper is the realization that "thelr
rural existence zives them o groater possiBility of leading & 1ife on
Biblical nrincinles....they know that the growp will dissolve i

looaen their bonds with the a0i1."19 These simple people ere known

throushout the country as the best farmers of the 1snd. It hes bacome

1751008, gne giles Do 2He
18g4einoldt, gpe Sibes Pe 22.
190““3. 89 mo. P !’190
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proverbial to refar to Anish districts es "garden spota." Thoy are
indeed industrious and congecientions workers as they would be in any-
thing they mizht undortake. There mre good reasons why these people
are unusunlly suceossful, One resson ig, of course, that lazinoss is a
cardinzl sin of the Amish religlon. Another ia that the peraecutions
which thay have hean forced to endure have driven thon from the better
lends %o poorer sections. Thelr Ingemuity and industry have boen
thoroughly tested. If they had feiled, they would have lost their
lives. Thorefora constant experimentation brought them outatending
succesz although they achieved that success with considerably less
modern machinery than their worldly neighbora. In all of this, their
doep=aratod rolizious ties and convictions bound them together with
comnendnable spirlt and fortitude. Tho tenets of their feith were
applicd to every detail of daily life.in such a wvay that the greatest
mumber were benefited.

The Amish have the soeial security the government wants %o give
the clitizens of our cowntry. They have achieved complete indepondonce
without eny assistance from outeide agencies or persons. Thelr bellef
in the brothernood of man is successfully cerried out in dally 1ife.
When & enlenity strikes, other members of the perish unite to help

absork the loss. Charity is o religlous duty to such an extent that the

Anmlsh toks entirs care of their eged and sick, None of them is per-

mitted to bo enrolled in any public sgency. Although they ore tradition-

2lly onrogad to all fowns of insurance, the Anish and HMennonites have

formed their own Hutusl Ald Plen whoredy any unfortunate member of the

church iz guarentecd help nnd protection equal to that offered by any
thelr way of life

sinilar organization of the country. In many resnects
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ja the nenrest thing to Utapin in tho world today,




CHAPTER VI
THE AUISH OHURCH AND THE FUTUBE

: The Amish people have many exemplary charactoristics which wxn.
always be & gource of aredit to them among thoir fellow Americans. They
are Christians with the highest kind of moral stondards and unusuzl
moral earnestness. They are soutely conscious of the lord's will and
its functlon in their own commmitics. Their consclence againat both
nocial evil snd poreanal sin i3 koen and discerning. It doos not sur-
prise them that other oltizens of Anmerice have never fully sasepted
them for their citlsnship is in hezven. As genuine Christions they
farl they will never be fully understood. In fact, the Amish people
prefer to sojourn in the world as strengers and pilgrinms. %herefore
they have never reslizaed tholr responaibility toward people ocutalde
thair commmion. Until recent yeaxs interest in migsions was negligible
amons the Memmonites whilo the more conservativae Amlsh have yet %o en-
g.ze in nission work, Hot only could they offer something wortwhile
$0 the world tmt they would also be strengthened from within through

mignion worl.

A1l Amish veonle arc staumch supporters of their cmrch. A strong

bond unites every member to his nelghbor in the wara spirit of fellow-

ship, The laity are well informed end well indoctrinated. Bvery

belisver facls duty bound to master the doctrines of his church so that

he con bo prepered to give & sorpturel snswer to any vho would quostion

hin beliefs. A typicnl loyman understends the distinctive doctrines
of his chnrch baenuse he feols he has verified them by conatant study
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of the Yord. Iis church, the centor of his 1ifo, has provided hin the
strength Yo overcone hiz daily problems. In return the Amiuhmen has
learned to contribute liberally %o its mcintensnce end supsort. Ia
recent jears the Pluin Poople have acquired o decp sense of responsibillity
as siewerds of all thoy possess. The genoral level of spiritunl intelli-
gence is very high anong the Anish in spite of the fact thnt they have
recelvad 1ittla or no cduentlon beyond tho elementary achool., This
would seon Lo guarantee an intelligent end infornsd laity of the Future.
haother atrong nolnt in the Anish and Mennonite culture 1ls the
hone. Eeing o homenaker end estfblishing 2 heupy and prosporous home
ia For them tho highest calling on earth. It is 2 sacred trust fron
the Tord. The hasbend tokes particulur pride in his enlling as the
hezd of the home. Ho regularly eonducts fawily dovotion and keaps &
veteh™l cye on the apiritunl developmsnt of his children. Aalsh women
have no desirs to Tollow a caresrj thelr czlling as wives and zothers
is 2lse o snered trust from the Xoxd. Uhen Amish parents succeed in
enforeing their wrinciples of non-conformity, the children are parfectly
satisfiad with 1ife in the Auich commnity. Thus family life la usuzlly
very attractive. The tien batwoen children nud parents are rarely
dissolvad. fases of unfsiihfulness and divorce among the Anish are
conspicuons by thelr absence.

A1l of this sneake well of the Anish people. Thoir deep consscra~
tion, #Femuine pinty, and sincere Christienity are characteristic of sll
thase who cmn be classified ss Plein Paople. They have carnestly tried
£ Ohrist end the New Covenent in thelr communi-

to 2pply the dostrines o

ties. This kes bheen aecomplished with conaidoreble sucaess although it
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hag not baon without its uncomfortadle momants and. bitter battles agninst
tho worldlinescs surrounding them, Ixtrems Dressura throuzh radio and
pross, in racant yeara, hes ziven Amigh fathers snd bishops now problens
to solvee The glory of simplicity of 1ife has been chrllenged by their
Jounz noonle whoe have diccovered the temptations and attractions of the
vorld, ‘o sonbacks with worldly poople and customs incresse, Amish

oldore find it incrensingly difficult to preserve their treditional

doctrines.

norgial solution night be to dolegate grenter ragponsibilily to
the fnish youns people in cmrch work. This would tend to develop the
nore azsressive sfa:!.:-lt which was characteristic of the founderz of their
roligion. Through ths developnent of this initintive the Amish Chureh
ef Soworrow neod not seorifice the quiot, inner posty which characterizes
them nowr, Mue to the inrosds of seenler inflvences they are in danger
of losing their infenondent oxigfonce. Greater eggressiveness would
cgoume the obligntions of Christisn diascipleship in the face of = hostile
and wnfriendly world. The Amish and Hennonitos of the fatura will 'n.:'.'v:
to solve more sdequately tho problem of being in the world without cone
fornins to the snirit of the world.

Liberal elemonts in the Menmonlfie Chmrch have eriticized those
congervetive narties in the Anish Chmrch who went to maintaln thoir
distinetive dontrine, such as Neldunz, monresistance, non-conforaity,
and sewaration. MHors liberal-minded Memnonites believe that the

grounis for Christion fellowship should be widenedj mity in essentials
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and liberty in non-essentinls should bo maintained and then lot charity
praveil ovor all,fl

If %heze principlos are applied, thore will cortainly be & grodusl
brecialown of the Auigh gecte They cammot meintain their strength or
davalop tho leadorship in their young pecnle to carry forwsrd thedr
dintinetive troditions if they relex these dootrines. From tho very
bezinndng these dectrines have baan the source of Amish and Hennoniteo
strencth, Without them thoy will slovly and surely disintograte. It
ropning o Do seen iF thone neople in authority moet tho challenge and’

rosnonnibility of overconing the threat of soculsrisation.

-mrtrﬁvir L. Uick, Tug Amish iennonitaea, 4 Sketoh of Zheix
and of m-'u- Sestlonent in owa (Towe CGity, Te.1 State Historicel
50310 nx), D ko £.
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