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1light; rescued from the power of Saton snd converted %o God."13

By this spivitusl blreth wo pRrtioipato in the spirit of Ohriat and
congaguently nariske of His holy :mﬁure. The now 1ifao or discipleship,
not falth, ic considared the very essenac of Christianity. (Hatt. 11129).
A1l falthful Christians or dilsciples ars descriled as a faithful "follow-
ing aftor (Hachifolgze) of Ourist, vho demands o resoluto obedience to
tho ethical dannnds of thoe Nov Testamant. Works are given the preeminonce
over faiin for fvhare thers is mo diselpleship, there is no soving faeith.7i%
Thus the easonce of Ghristlanity 1s the realization of God's will in tho
- 1livea of Uhedstion dleciples. Tho now life must be ia evidence for the
glory of God and the gelvation of the lost.

It was beesuse of this conception of church nembarship a2c & personal
comnitument to au earnast Ohristian life that ths Hennonltes insisted on
bolievers! beptisa. Since infants conld naike no comaitaent to Christ or
cegune the obligations of church mambership, it was considered uselass to
baptize them. 15 uenmonite thaologians also sce no yreagon for infent bap-
tiom beceuzs thay do not believe tha darmability of originel sin. They
do .not deny that inherent sin exists but 1t goes wipuaished by & merci-
ful God. According to Wenno Simons, the baptiem of infanta is the baptiasm

of the sntichrist but "the promise of Jesus Christ assures us of the sale

ISM'A'-. 5e m.' e 6l

1""Jen_:-;cr, one cibe, D 174 £o

151013., p. 167.
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vation of our little cidldren 4if they dio and depart from here. . When
they understand Goldls Yord and beliave it, Soripture directs thom to be
vaptized.” (Wott. 28:19; Herk 16:15).16

There ls ns dlvine officacy in the cercmony of beptism. It ia merely
the sign of 2 new covensnb eaablished hetweon the now disciple end God
or the exteranl =scal and gynmbol of dlscipleship. Bantism is nmeroly anothor
How Testemont commond of our Lord which must be oboyed. Ho specisl powvera
or salutavy effocts ave bestowed upon the reclpiont ag lNenuo writas:

ot thnt we Welieve in the remission of sins through bope

tismg by no wenns. Bacmuse by baptisn wo caaot obtain

faith end Tepantanca; nelthor do we recolve the forgiveness

of sins, nor meaca, nox libarty of conscience. 3nt we

Seatify thereoby that we have repented, roceived pardon

and falth in Guiate In chord, hed we forgiveness of sins

end neaca of concelence through cutwerd ceremonies and ele-

menta then the roality would he superceded and His marits

made of an offects
While the auntwnrd coveneny is absolutely worthless, it is the invard bap-
tism with hesvenly Fire and the Holy Spirit by vhich we are reneved end
quicl-enad nnto = 1ifs of hoedionce to Gode The outweid cercmony is nothing
mora then an ovidencs of the obadience vhich is of faith. ZBantisn symbolizes
the convertls foifh in tha powor of Christ to clemmse from the guilt of
oin theugh the sinner veceives nc forglvenesa from heptisn.

Tha Lerdls Swpmer 1s also doscribed in = symbollc waye It hos been
ordained by Ohrint for the penitent, belioving, and regenerate child of

God in order to aymbolize his faith in Christ es the Ons who has given His

yowes, TI, 318.

1?” ¥i% B I, 28,
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1ife for the redemption of hia asins., It is a nemorial to Chrint hy

which

e are to pub ourselves ia wreneabrance of the mercy and

merito of Chrint, with brend ond wine, which raprosenta

tha comwunion of Welisveray for as the breed, froa naay

varticles throush the fire, is nmade unto one hrend, so

2lao ara the beliavers, by the power of the fire of the

love of Gode...made to be membors of the body of Ohrist. 10
Hermonitos believe that the Loxd iastituted the two spnabols of beption
and the Lordls Supner in order that they mizht be encourezed and aduoniche
ed tu lesd o godly iilfe. Bantisn is to remind them that the Lord bantizes
within snd nocopts sianers in His mercy; Iioly Commanion asymbolizes Jesust
redenptlon and their scceptzice hy Gode

A£13 thoee who have made o personal comaitment to Christ are consider-
ed chosen provle of Gode They are His saints and chlldren, influsnced
end gadded into 21l truth by the Spirit of God. Thue all wio live in
acrordenes with the divine will and who welk sccording to the require-
monta of the divine ILsw nre fevored by God and counted mccaptable to
Him, Such people recelve the promises of God."g In mccordance with
their doctrine of the church it i teught by Hewnonltes that the first
church on earth vas foraed by Adem and Eve in the Gardens “The relation

exicting botween Cod and man in the Garden would seen fo countensnce

the ides that it might be called 2 cmrchl 20

18.?\12‘!1‘:, oan, aite, Pe 50.
15;333:1.. D 1624

200000 17, 83.
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Henno Simong tanghh that the truo olmrch of Christ had six maxks
to diztingaish it fron nll sects and false churchan. Thoy ars as

followss

a o ol unndulierated pure doctrine...a Serivturel use of

the sacrsuental nignge.othe obadiencn to the Word...un=

Feizaed brotherly love...tn tnreserved confossion of God

apl Chriztee.Oporession end tritulation for the sske of

the Loxils Yond.

it iz the duiy of 21l those who are united in the brotherhood of the
Church %o aduonizh those ln denger of falling from grace and to restore
thoge who have. Hrory Christian is resnonsible for his neighbor accordiag
to Poul in Grle @313 *IF & man Da overtakea in a foult, yo whioh are
spiritunl restore such an one in the aspirit of meolmessy considoring
thyself, last thon 2lco be tempted." If the impenitent ainner continues
in hig sin, Hemnonite Ghristians are to follow tho injunction of Foul in
1 Cor. 3:13:1 "Pub swuny from emong yoursclves thet wicked porson.® This
cardinel docirine of Hoidung or ctianaing has alvays sharply dlstinguishsd
the Mannonites from all other churches. The Seveatgeath Article of the
Oonfoasion of Dort ia very explicit on the purpose hehind church dlscip-
1line;

eveta beliove and confess thob if anyonses.is co far

fallen an to e separated fron Gods..he must alco be

shunned so tant we may not becons defileds..end that

he may be achened. 4

Only those who sin openly are in dengar of excornmnication. Since

offense exn be zivan only when a person hes bocome & manifeat transgiroasol

of the law, private giming is a matter of tha conscience, between tha

Arnig., 162,
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ginner and fod lineelf. Mannonites actually eoxcorvmmicete no one
bocsvse "none s ent of f or rejocted by us or  ejectsd from the corrmanlon
of bellovers Imt thaan who have alresdy ejected fhonselves elther by
folae doetrine or by » blasmdle 1ife awnoy fron Chriat and Mis communion. 22

AL chureh disclpline has a threefold purposs, the first of which in
to meke lmown o the obdurato sinner his true state before God. Fxe
comsmaicailon on Serintural princivles has, of courae, full divina sanc—
tion. (Watt. 156:10; 18:18). Chursh discipline is to warn others of the
awful potentiziities of unresented sin. It should 2lso meke menifest
the fact theb continued fellowship with such an lmvoultent trarsgrsasor
of divins YLaw con influence the righteous to fell into the snme error,
Just 23 "iltile leaven leavenath tha whole 1\!.'311).“23 Tinnlly, exconmuni-
ention will nratoet the good nane of the Ohurch, the maubers of which are
to glorify Gold by thelr sanctifisd livan.m"

Mo doetrine of Neidunz or excommmnication h=s roceived a much
grenter cuolmais smong Ve Anish sects thon among ony of the othexr
brevches of Lhe Memmonite mm-ci‘. This i due in part to the tansletion
of Tirclk Philints Fnchiridion (published in 1920 where rigld and un-
compromieing resnlations arve prescribed conserning the ben. The very

possibility of being vlaced under the ben holps the /mishmsn resist the

21"4@::—.:@, 08 glbe, De 161.
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teuptations of the world, be thay tho losmer evils of attending tha
theatar or auoking o cimratio or the mors serious onas of apeculating
in the stock mavket, resoréing to lltigntion, or of marryinz » none
believer, ‘hweasver on Amighmen is wfortinete enough to suffer the force
of the ifeldung, 1t neans comnlota ostracisn in all businoss, sociel,
roligious, end domastic affalrs. He becnne;s 1liternlly e heathen non and
a2 publican, "lone of his follow clmrch members mey buy anythinz fron
him or sell anrihing 0 hineeeHin wifo end childran may not sit nt
the sove bebio 1with hind 25 %he Olarsh with 1ts spirituz]. blensings and
divine gracs in complotely clomed %o hime

Oceasionalily an Anlsheen with wmsual courage or, perhaps, little
regord for %he docteine of Holdmg, will defy the cmrchis regulations,
Such & man wes andrew Yoder who purchased an automobile so that his
danghter aoull be tolen for the medical attention sho requireds Thia
Ban beeaue o gosisl and raligious outeret for n period of five and one
hnlf youars bacnusae his r-uto'mhi'la waa avidence of hins liheral tendenciea.
Finzlly Yodar £11ed suit (another sin) in ¥eyne Oounty (Ohic) Coumon
Pleas Court comingt the Bishop and his eolders aslking that the court
foree the chursh officisls to discontinue the brn. The courd twh.olﬂ.
Yodor and srisred the Dlehop to restore him to zotive memborship. Eub
Godls Tew o soove court ectlonse "Wo ought to obey Ood Tather then aen,t

said the Bishone2®

25¥redrie Xloes, Pameylvaais Dutch (flow York, H.Y.: The
Haoillan Souvany, 1950), pe 31 fo

zsﬂg.iigaa_ an," Time Mesmgine, 1 (Yovember 17, 1947), P 26.

S

PR SmgeeT Jwey & .l

A Sndul

R R T o P S e A PRy e T TN



39

Thronsh the nde of the rigld Jews of diseipline the Hennonitos howe
trisdl to euteblich and create & Ohristion soclety comvosed of individuals
saved by Christ for the purpoze of glorifying God by & 1ife of Christisn
witneanins,  The Chureh wac to mnintein ite purity throuzh discipline in
order %o koem Lt o unified corporate body schieving the will of Cod for
societye Thiz, of necessity, involved 2 cortain withdrawal from the
society of tho ungedly in order that the Cloarch might be that group in
wiloh Jasuva, the Wing of kinga and Jord of lords, conld exercise His
glorions Tingshine?! The Fingdon of Christ, however, haz no need of
foree and coercion Tor 1t iz composed of redacmed Christisns mutunlly
conenmed for the wedfare of thoir fellow believers. Participztion in
the oxienzion of thet Xingdom wes glorified as the highest possibla
echiovenent in this life.

The Hanaanites tensh that 211 Chrintians must submit to temporal
nowar in ao for ns it does not confliet with God's Vorde %The temporel
gtnte eovinets ita affeire on & sub=Christian level, restraining unre-
ganaratn nen By the use of suthority. On govermment in the church and
glinte Menno Simeng writoeef

We tossh ond econfess thet wa o of no sword nor commction
in the Kinmionm or (Murch of Chriat other than the sharp

avord of the Snirlt, Godla Words...which is shorpor and

nora ploreing then ony twoeodged gwordes.«But the sword 28
of worldly polilcy wa leave to those to whom it is comaitted.

In aolte of Momnonite intevest ia the spiriturl welfare of other

people, they have been slow to establish aissions among non-belicvezde

2fionger, ope Qites Do 170s

28yoziem, I, 3.
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In general the idea of mission work wms frowned uponr &g & dengorous
exnerinment that night lead to worldliness. It was sonothing now and
therefora to Ye nvolded. Somo Menmonlto leaders wers of the opinion
that the simplicity of the Gosnal cowld not b maintained in the
worldly cities of Amaries.”” Finally the majority of the Awish and
Hemmonitea of the rural areas wore forced %o conduct active nigsion
vrogrene In various citios. This was prompted more £rom 2 basic need
for selfepreservation then fron any grest deoire o follow the Creas
Oomnisslon. Tha first city mission woa established in Chicazo in 1893
ovar tha nrotests of nany vonerabls loaders of the Cmrch.2?

The davalopnent of nigsion intersst was marked by bitter controver
nles ond fiorce onnosition. Gradunlly I.ntarsnt.m stimalated by
chureh publicstions, reliefeirnric among othar Hemnonitos, agsrossive
evanzalism, the Sunday Sehool mavonent, and tho collegea. This miassion
work hed many salutary offects on the Homnonita Churche It lﬂsé prescrved

from tha selfwcentersd and complacent attitudss of former years. Outside

interests ooved the group from further disintegration eund obliterated many

(&)

netty Joeal differences. Oenarally speaking, misslons, with its brooden-
ing effects, trousht many now and beneficlal nathods into the Ghurchedt
In snits of the gonsral svakoning emong Nemmonite churches, ¥hore

is st411 1ittlo interest ewong the Amish growos in Ausrica. Thoy heve

295.8.Hartzler, M 2 h Higtory (Scottdsle,Pa.t llenrnon-
1te Book aud Praot Society, 1905)c Pe 348.

30113, 1. 3710

3ludmma G. Keufien, The % iﬁ% ﬁ = .n.l monite

Dic Intersst smons the Hennonites
Book Concern, 1931), D 230 £f.
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beon content %o koep their doctrinen among thanmselves. Due %o thoir
violent reaction to tho versecutions of m:x unfriondly worid thsy have
mainteined acvera lsolntionism and an uncompromising attitude that is
to be rag:rett-mlﬁg In spito of their exclusiveness, superior piety,
rigid auasterity, and conztent vigllance to remain unspotted f£rom the
world rathar then to eave it, these unasswsing psople have meny admirable
treadts and qualitios which their fellow Zmericens would do well %o emue

Iate,.

a2

“"Ibide, 1e 285.
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CHARTRR V
DOCTRINES PROVLIAR T0 THE AMIGH MRWONITE CHURCH

The Heomnonits Cluwch and its varions brenches are known betier
during nericds of nstion2l and internationel warfare than at any other
time. It i= thon thet these consciantioun objectors receive genarous
oublicity, some of it favorable but the greatest amount hostila and
eriticnl. This is lnrgely due to a nisunderstending or complote igno-
vance of the underlying orinciples vhich motivate their actlons. These
voaceo=loving poonla derive their doctrine of nonrasiatence &s they de-
rive all of tholr doctrines, from & literaliastic anprosch to Holy
Serinbura.

Tha words of Josus in Tuke 6:27-36 are besics Y...love your eneming,
4o good %o bhom Lhat hato you, bless them that curse you,...unbto him
that =nitebh Yhee on the ono cheek offer also the others..."™ Peul
ogrecs with this doctrine when he writes:."See that none render evil
for avil unis any moneses® (1 Thesss 5115)e Ageln, when he writes %o
Pinothy, he suys, "Iha sarvent of the Lord muat not strive, but be
gentle %o oll men.” (2 Tim. 2:24). Tho apostle Peter also writes of
this docirine:

for e o e 10 B e T i e o

well, sud ouffer for it, yo toke it patlently, this is

acconteble to God. For oven hereunto were ye orlled:
tecoangs also Christ ales suffered for ug, lenviag us an ax-

1“1.'. Hobte 5333"&8.
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auple, thnb y- should follow His stepa. (1 Pet. 2120,231).

They quote many othar passazes in supnoxt of thelr doctrine of non-

" posiptenco.?

'ife:mun tes have alwnya consclentionsly followed the Gonfassion of
Dortrecht which was one of tho firat public documents to devote consider=
able snace ©o the quastion of defenae by force. Sines that tiue non-
raslagtont ~eopls the world over hava consclentiously gubmitted ot 1ts
nracanta. Article XIV statess

Rogrding rovengs and resisting our onemies with the sword

wa beliave and confess that the Loxd Jesus Ohrist hes forw

bidden His disciples and followers all retnliation and re-

vange, end hns comeenied them not to "return evil Tor evil

railinge for mailing, " tut to "pubt up the sword into the eherth."

or ag the wrophets foretold, "bent them into plowe-shoras.?

(ntte 5832=bhs Igoe 23l Mieah M23).

Honnonites also point to thelr antecedents, the Swiass Broethren
Charch, ond perticelarly $o its founder, Conrad Grebel, for evidence
that thoir dostrine is seripturelly sound. Grebel compared his adhorents
$0 sheen in the midat of wolves as, indéed, thooe monresistant and help-
less folk npserantly were. "They used neither the worldly sword nor
engnged in war since smoug them teking humen 1ifo had ceased enbirely.
for thoy wero no longer under the 0ld Govena:xt.“3 Other leaders of

sinilar convietlons uowally descrived tho Ohristian®s weanons for werfore

20¢. Rone 12117-21 Jom 185363 Heb. 1212l3 1 Pete 318,%,13,17.

3ot 6, Vengor, Glimue of Mennonito History ond Doatring (Scotte
dala, Pa.: »ald Press, 19'-7)- Pe 153
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as virtuo, morality, or nobla character. They wero to ntudiously avoid
the carnnl weevons of the world eand arm themselves inatead with the
farmor of God, with the weanons of rightecusnes... and with Christisa
mthmce.“!* Only in that way was wlotory over the enemy noasible.

Cutatanding leaders of the Annbeptist and Mennonite nove=ments
have agked how & man could noasibly serve in militery comps, either
in neane or war, when the Lond ﬁimsolf had taken away the sword. In
digarming Petor, Jeosuz forbade all dimciples to engage in actuel coabat.
A ochnracterlstic stotement of Hennoe 5Simons, & prolific writer on the
subject, is 2a followss

The regensruated do not zo to war, nor engege in strife.

Thay ars the children of pesce...ond Inow of N0 Wareees

Their aword is the sword of the Spirit vhich they wicld

with n good conaclence through the Holy Ghost.d

Thin atiitnde tovard rosistance and aggression typifies the pre=
vailing one down through tha centuries. A cstechisn of the Friealan
Henuonites of Hollsnd, published in 1747, devotes & specinl section
compriaing 7ifty-tvo guestions to the subject of vengeonce and war.
It 45 commonly taught in this and other catechisms that the Savior
oreseribed complete and entirn nonresistance, that even the use of
forecs for gelf-protection wes gtrictly forbidden to everyona who lives
wndar the liew Covenzant. A1l Christians, tharefore, are %o follow these

nrecents of the Lord literally, that is, when someone hns miatreated or

47116, De 155
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ebaged tham, Chiristians ave to "turn tho other chaek." The Friesien

ontanhlon nico eawserntes many practicsl lossons to be derived froa ouch
& proonivro, «one of which nre)

o

Thet T chould in wy patience ponsess my soul (Tai: 21:9)

end follow my Savior in "2 noeck snd quiet anisii, which

is in the sleht of God of grent price’ (1 Pot.Jik); thnt

iF T em veviled, Y wvovile not aming 17 I suffer, I thrent.

:E.f.-. m:z, 'ﬁ:ﬁgcgg&)ﬁi& nyaelf to Hin that Jjudgeth rightoously.

1 o 2822,23)

This hog hieon the Hemnondto poliny in pesics and war, It 1a 6o their
eraflit that they hnve token guch o firm stand in the fooe of ovsrwholning
cidn end frishiening ovposition. Hany othor gthinking Christisne havae
sourhl o aolve the probleons iavolved but £ow are willing So cling to
thelr bollefe wvith the tenneliy mnd coursze characteriatic of the
Honaoniton nnd Andoh. For then it s 1ot so much "how far to toke® the
Hovw Postnnont verans on nonvoslctance hut rather, "If one seclm %o abey
and follow Josns! words ab £ll, exn one partieipute ia werfore at any
tlue¥®  renuonites belleve $hnbt there camiet bo o more DIGROR OF prow-
swmptuous violstion of the lmw of love thun the wapging of nodern verfiro..

O many oecceione Heumonites have suffered shanaful indicnities,
Yrateld herdshing, and wigpesk=blo tortudes, both nemteld and phyalesd,
wather than samsifiolng one fota of thoir bellefu. Publlclty wag prae
tienln=ly wifevoreble during Yorld Var I whon the oresds of nonresisiand
churehes first cone So Ghe attention of the fAnmaricon A
comnlete nobilivation, It haz been anid $hat the "most chrritable

epithet nonlied to thea was that of relicicus fonntiese’? Whon 1t bow

barta ?'zils.ar. t0ur Penge Pollay®, Hewonite Guartorly Raviemf, IIX
(Pemonry 1979), 20336

Henmon=
T¢o Honry Seith tasy o $ho, Hennonites (Horne, Indet
l once: 1&. e .
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cane evidont that Quakers, Mannonitss, nnd others of a similar nnturg,
wore sieadfast in thelr beliefs, fongress enacted o conscription law
on Mey 18, 1917 which hed en exemption clauae in it. It stipulated
exemntion on pursly religious grounds but added that "no person shell
be exemnted from sorvice in any capacity that the President shall
ﬁeclmrn non-contrbant, 1° Those of the pease churches who were 20re
1ibersl in thelr views were drafted and sent to detention czapa for worlk
which s nilitzry only in the gsense that it contributed to the training
of obthar noldiors. Hany conservative Mennonites, however, considersd such
memborship in the military machine as sinful s actusl combat becsuge it
also commitied such a pergson to killing a3 much as if he had eatered
bottle cs on setive purticlpnnt.g

Stronz nrensure was exorted on the nonresistent churches to sunport
various driven throughout the nation, such as Liberty 3ond campaigns,
Rad Cross ond YMOA fund drives. Leading theologlans of the peace clmrche
os finelly declared this inconaistent with true Hennonite policles ostnbe
lished by the fothers. They wented to remrin unspotted and unconteninatod
from tha world in avery poseibls way. Ultimately. Hennonites egreed to
eccent any service which wng entirely separate from the militery orgenlza~
tion, For this purnoso the government created Clvillen Public Servica

camvs and units for Mennonites and other conacientious objsotors. The

8hid., De 795

91big., . 808,




