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Jechovah's plans for the Theooracy. Though Chriat l1a oellled.
god® Ln the Sewriptures, this must be understood Lo msan
that thero are many gods, but cnly one Gody who 1s Jehovah,
The angel bthat spoke to lMery anld that Chrlst was to be
celled the son of the Higheat, That did not msan that Hs
wes to ba Gody bub sinply that e would be galled god as a
sannse of speakingeto
© Cheist was bhopn o HMory in fulfillment of promiss,
Then Godfs judgmenbt waa placed upon Adam and the whole hue
man raca, this judgment was irrcvocablse The judgment,
therefors, had to be balanced with & like smovnt of meroy,
wivich was personified in Christ. By man?s physical death
Qod?z jusbice was complebely sstiasfled, but if man was to
live egein, Chrlst had to come.i? another men, the exzact
egquivaliont of Adam, had to ransom the world by velunteering
nis life although he had gained the rlght to live for hime
s0lf. Bo had to pay the exact price, for the essence of the
lew is perfect payment, a life i‘or 2, 1:lfe; en oye for an
aye, & toobh for a toothe To0 bs exactly like adam, Chriat
had 0 DS a vure manj haii‘-ﬁod and halfeman would not have
satisfied Jehovah, for #dam was all man,l® ghrist could

have produced a race of perfect psople who would have servad

13¢pide, ppe S7=Be
léputherford, The Harp of God, DPe 122.
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dohovah eternally on this earth, but thls Chelist did nok
choose o do, for Jehovah's plan was that Christ showld be
a subabibube Lfor man and thus become an asseb to him by roe
gaining the »ight Go live for man, Christ stayed on the
caxrbh for a shorl btime after !is resurraction becauss the

saprth had been btho acone of His death and it was only falr

(2

hat the earth should get A glimpse of lils glory. His body

i)

after thae rosurrsctlon was an entiraly different body for

His followers did nob even recognize Limelf tmen Hs ascended,
the human body was romoved from the divine bubt if did nob
decaye. Rutherford says: "We can only asswse that the Lord
m., have pressrved it somswhers to exhibit to the peopls in

the Nillennilal .ltge.":'-? Afber the resurrecticon Christ was

]

xalted and the anonymous author of Ist God be Trug olaims

that thls provas that CGhrist was not God or Jehovah would
net have had to exalt Hime.18 Ho presented this ¥»ight to

13fe" t0 Jonovah as & pansomn, L.0e, Christ 4id not maks use

of His rlght to live on this earth but gave it up so thab
Jahovah could apply it to others lnstead. Thus Christ rge
deemed man not by His death bub by His 1ife, for that was

what Jdehovah pequired, that was what Adam had forfolted.

101bide, Do 176
W1bide, p» 175
1819t God be Erue; Pe 101,
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His death was gsimply a manifestation of the fact that He
undsrstood Jehovah!s plan for tho world.l®9

It would take uwe far beyond the scope of thig thesis
to crgtically analyse all that the proceding parsgraphs
contain, but it could quite woadlly be dones We have simply
attompted to synthesize the Wibtnsss doctrine concerning
hpist. As refutation we simply »efer to the book of lge
braws vhere Christ is plebtured as the perfsch seopifice for
Divine punishment, The book of Golosgians refers repsatede
iy to the faot that Christ was-trus God, as do the Gospels,
especlally John, Tho entire thomes of Ronmons and Galatisna :
vefute the Witness doctrine of the rensom. The Witnesses
spealk of being redecmed by Jdehoval but thelr dostrine 1s the
crasseat workerightcousness, éog-, the following steps are
listad ag heing essential to becoming a child of Cod: oconte
agacration (a work of meritlass man, having no reference to
tha work of Chpeist), Justification (supposedly accomplished
by o Christ who was not God), and acceptance of the Lord
(without any regerd tc the person of the Holy Spirit).
Furthormors, man must afber those three steps continue to
joyfully oboy Godls comnandments if he would have understande

ing and sppreciation of the truth of Godls Words2C Accorde

19‘atherfords The Harp of God, D 18

Eolbidpa Be 194,
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"ing to Wibtness theology the primary work of Chrliclk was to

vindicate Jchovaly lis foreign work was %o radcem man.

Such teaching is abasolubtoly contrary to Scripturss The
Witnosses defina faith as a belief in the right Lo live St
Another wunlhristlan definltion is given by Rutherford: "o
have a knowledgs of Jehovahis purpose as expressed in His
YWard, the Seripbures, and thsn to conlidently rely uwpon the
Word of God"%2 We note that butherford defines faith withe
out 3o much as & refevence te Christ or His work§ It is
small wonder that Stroup reports that the only time ha heard
the Vord "Chrlst” in the local Kingdom Hall moebings was
when prayers wek'c onded in Hls nams +29  great emphasis Ls
laid on ths meaning of “Jehovah" by the Witnessese. Bubt i%
is strange that they have missed entiroly the Septuaginb
translation of the ¥shveh, which is always Kyelos, the tern
applied to Christ by the Apoallss, Androws makes the sirike
ing comuent that many passages raferring to Jehovah in the
01d Testamont wore applied to Christ by the lew Testament

Apostlese {(Aots 2:21; 9:l4; 20:35; 22:16).2% 2Any person

2lrat God bo True, D. 9.

223, We Ru'bherford, Riches (Brooklyn: Vabtch Towew
Bible and Tract Socloby, IUSC), PPe 1i6eY.

2'-’Iierbert S%ro The Jehovahts Witnasses (New ¥ork:
Columbis Universi t'gugrels, 1'8@57;—15“.' > P

24m3ee Androws, The Meaning of Christ for Panl (New
Yorks bingdonccokesbury ﬁ-oss, 5407, Do LUBa
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who would acoeph the Witness doctrine wonld n2esssanily be
wngure of hils falth for according o the Witnesses szomg
"ape boyond wedemption hy Christ's blood"@d gyen teaching
is a mocKery of the real worth of Christ and males objscbive
comment almost impossible. We ¢lose our discussion of the
persoen and work of Christ’ wibth the obvicus conclusion that
Witnees dootrine, though it claims to be Biblieal, mekes
Christ a worthless Christ and of no avail to sinful man;

The work of Christ becomss all‘tha more confusing when
manta relatlonship to God is considored. Since Chriet has
made it posslble for man to live, ths major part of salvae
tion depends on wman. 4ifs in the Thoocracy is obtained by
the followlng steps: repentance, justification, spirite
begetting, and consecration. The first esseuntlal is that
man desivre o know the Lord and His will and then try to 40
Hils wille It 1lp at this point that the ransom theory iz
applied, OChprlst has deposlited his right %o live with
dechovah, &He can and does dispoae of it upon those whom Ho
will if they first of all epproach dehovah in repantances
Those are then justifisd by the following involved proceas:
1) #en must have faith in Cod and uis promlse, Malth nust
be proved and excrcised by surrender to God, 2) Han then ree

ceives Christ!s merit, 1.8e, the right to live, and is pre=

2510t God ba Truc, ps 287
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sented bho Jehovehs &) Johovalh determines that the one proe
sented is right or that his desire to come undor the theoe
gratic governuent of deghovah is gomuing, The time for
accopbing this plan lo fast punning out and man must saon
maks bths choles fox Jehovah will not malte the plan available
mach longers A soon as man sccapts the plan, he grows une
511 ks too has acquired the »ight 6o live for himself; he
3 in e class with Chrlat, Xe iz part of the body of
Christ, he too has 2 »ight to relgn, he is a member of the
myskery ¢lass of the 144,000, Bub such people velunbarily
glve up thelr »lght te live on this earth, as &id Christ,

Thoy substituke the right Lo live on this eapth for o apirit

2ifa which ie on & higher plane fop 1% is with Jshovah in

heaven, Since they lnve glven wp thelr 2 ight to live,
Johovah can use 1t substitublonally for others., Thus; thars
ia not one Redeemer, bub 144,00) redeemers., This mystery
clngs L2 nom puling with Chriast in heaven and this is thein
raward for »elinquiching the »igh%t to lliwve on enrtl;..?-s
Sush a doehrine cleaply destroys entirely the work of Christ
23 Saripture teachas and as the Chrlstian Church hazs always
beiievad,

The mystery class is alse referred to as the dJdehu class,

named eftey the .0ld Testament King. Bub not all men are

E6putnerford, The Harps of God, Pp. 195200,
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sald to gome undor this clasgification. Only the nystery
slags wlll recelive lmmortaliby in heaven and all cther men
fall into one of three classes. 1) The 0ld Testaunent bee
lievers cannot abtaln the status of the mystery class, boe=
cause thay lived before Chrisgt gained the ransom. They will
Become rulors snd make up the visible part of the kingdom
on earths These men will be raisaed afber Armageddon end will
pe instructod in the nower ravelations, They wlll bs epprise
‘ed of the teacnings of Hussall and Rubherford 80 thebt they
wlll be able to »ule effectivelye A palsce has hoen roadied
for them in San Diego, California«s? £) The Jonndab class
inecludes the people of good will who are not quite good
onougn to reach the Jdehu g¢lass. They will be given the »ee
juvinated "new earth® and will be told to replenish it after
Armageddon. In thils "new ecarth' therse will be no shame or
pain connected with chlld-birth or the begetiting of childwren,
and thevefore, es Bach relaies, some of the faithful have
dscided Lo postpons having children unbil that time.28 &)
‘Pho final class includes those who had no opportunity %o
learn of the ways of Jdehovah while on earth, BLecause the

Dovil is in control of the world, some men, who othorwise

2Tpnia loans Lveplasting Life (Brooklyn: Watch Tower
Bible ofid Tradt SOCLOGY . '3’,""'1‘95%)“‘, Phe 205=8.

£8garous Bach, They Have Found s Falth (New York: The
- Bobbseligrerill Gumpan??“%gEEI; Pe 2%e '
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would belleve, never get o chance to hear Jehovah'!s wite
nease That chanco will be givon thom after Ammageddon, If
thoy vroject it at that time, thsy will be deatroyed with
total extinction along with the Dovil and those who rejscied
- ghe witness while they wers alive.%®

Witness theology has proclaimed vhat there have bsen
throe dispensations or systems of laws and goveraments since
the fall. Immediately after the fall the government of the
werld was commended to the angels, bBub thoy failed coue
rletoly by marpying the daughters of the scna of men, therse
ifore CGod destroyod the first era or dlspensation with a
flood, 'J.'.gx the "second world" Lucifer wesz given control,
Jehoveh kopt only Hls pecple, the JewWwse The Devil made
groat goeins oven among the Jews so Jehovah; iz 608 Bel.,
gave them into the Devilis powers also.®0 The third dlspenw
sation bhegan in 1814 when Christ waes put in controle 9t
s Pber the Dovil was deprived of his powers, he started all
the trouble he could by starting wars in heaven and on earth
but he aéain was defeated so that in 1918 Christ returned

to the earth in an invisible pavousise“® The work of cone

295ayor, ope Clbe, PDe B7=0a
80Lgt God be Trus, Pe 244.
Slpayer, Ope Slbe, De Ge
S2Rutherford, Thaoeracy, Pe 90
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tenporayy Vitnesses iz to meks thils rzbturn known o the
world and to warn the world of the approaching Armegsddon
which will bo the great and finnl attempli of the Dovil to
get up a kingdom 1n opposition to Jehovehe In thiz battle
the Devil will be declsively defeated and then wlll bs con=-
signed to total extinebion., EBach says that the conmmon poce
ple among the Wibtnesses expoot Armageddon in 1972.%9

Vilo note especially that in thelr entire eachatological
sysbtem, the Witneases make no reference to hell as being &
place of tormont, rather they vehamenbly deny thet such a
plage eoxistin. Their reasons, which we shall discuss ab
greator length in our f£inal chapter, are chiefly thai such
& dootrlne mitigates againsh mants reason 2nd Godts love,o%
e categorlcally dony the logibtimacy of placing rsason on
such a high plane. Their refersence tc the love cf.pod is
unwarranteé, bacause it does nob tveke into consideration
the hollness of God, nor the work of Christ as man's HRedeeme
or in His vicarious deathe It 1s on this point that the en=
tire dogmatic system of the Wibtnesses must be wrsjected fow
theip Ohrist is 2 worthless Christ. The entire thecloglcal
system is therefore contrary to Scriptures &1l of thelr

doetrinal erporzs havs their root in the faot that the

&b

Bach, OD. €lbey Pe S%e
Sdpythorford, The Harp of Cod, De 47.
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Witnessos havae overlooked complotely tho msaning of the
atbonemsnte With that in mind we shall discuss the hernoe

noeubical principies applied by the Soclety as our final
chipber.

117



CHAPTER III

JEHOVAH WITNESS INTERPHRETATION TESTED ON
THE BASIS OF HERMENEUTICAL PRINCIPLES
Jehovah Witnesses olaim thet all of their doctrines ars
teken from Soripture. We have shown in our previous chape
ters that the Witneas dostrine do2s not agrse with accapted
Biblical theology. Honesty dsmands that the Witnssas claim
be studied to determine its corractneas. To do that proper=
ly we have chosen to investigate theo hermensutical princi-
ples employed by the Vitnesses, for thon only can we deter-
mine whether thelr exegeslis 1z correct or not. Hsrmeneutics
may be simply defined as the theory of interpretation.l Hen
who study any plece of literature must follos hermeneutical
prineiples whenever they attempt to determine the exact meane
ing of written words., Terry says: "Bibliocal Hermeneutlcs is
8 department of QGeneral Eemengut!.os and « « o Calls in the
main for application of general principles required in the
interpretation of all literature." Bibliocal hermensutics,

though, must be distinguished from general hermensutics be=-

dartin Franzmann “Harmeneutioal Essays,” Qoncordia
Theological Mgnthly, (1948), 596, SRR R

8Milton Terry, Biblicel Hermeneutics (New York: The
Methodist Book Concern, €.1890), Pe
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causd of the naturs of the thing with which i1t must deal,
the rovelssion of the gpealking Gode Tho orincipleos we shell
dlgousy in Chie chapter mighs well be applied to any plece
of litoraturs, from the clacaics of andtiquity to the popue
ler magezine of todayy but the dynemic of Soripbtures mush
never he fopgobbon o overloolsd, Anyone con aogulre Coare
taln words skilla, but truo labeowprotatlon of the Serliptuves
is & gift of the Holy Spisli; a shaplomie God not only spole
in the Scriptuwres bub ﬁa.still sponks, wo not ouly have &
ragord of rovelebion, but rovelatlons Haz mast lat the ;
Word spaonk as 16 is in ftruth, thoe Word of Gode Elther the
Seriptures spoak Lo man or nun is antogonistlc Lo the Author,
The Seriptuvss ape nover acceptol s & halfebruth, but wholly
and enbivoly as Codfs Forde Fen musi not only suapand jud@-_
mont An dealing wibh Godls Word, bub even renouncs thelip
Judgmenbe® It io the Word thab brings life to a Christian,
the Word mupt be LGreated properly by those vho would have
that life. ipanZmann sayat

The enurch thas has ths Wopd is iwmprognable; tho

gatas of nell shall not provall agalnst 1Be And

it is the sole buasingzz of Hormenoutlos to 200

to it that we really have the Word that spslls
1if0e.t

Sppanzuann, gpe oltes Pe TSBs
$ipide, Do H8Be
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The pilea is eften made thet man must bo unbiansed sboub
the Soeriptures. In @ ssnse, this is coprseh, the Vord must
spanke AL Bhe sams timo, 1t san be sald that a Shristian
eannot ba vabiased about the Sceripbtures, for the Word testie
fles of Chrlst, and the Christlaon ls not unbiassd aboub
Uhwrisbe Complasio opommindednass in any £isld of interpratoe
Lien 12 lmpossible for all men have been influsnoed one way
or auothor by previouns lupressions. Pravious inmpragsions
concerning the Word may have bteon received only by hearing
the namo of She Aubhor bteken in vain, but an imprension has
boon implauted nonethelesse® Ratural wnn, becauss he 13 e
mity egainat God, opposes the Worde Bub interpretetion doe
munds submisalon, and thet in any fleld of ilteraturo.
Fpansmann has gwnmed 1t neatly when he sadd:

And so 16 is no uwareasonablé demand, even from an

unthoologicsl viewy, to ask the interprator io beow

gin by ocubnlbbing himsolf 4o Seripturs in order o

wndopratond 1%, %hers is, of courso, this cardinal

adifferancs hatwasn aub,nlal;ins 0 Soripture and aude

mitting te eny obthor book: & men gan, and oughd

to debach himnself apsin from tho licrage op ilamap O

whan ho has for a tims pabhstleally subdusd hime

goliy bubewlasb Hho candid roador bDeware, aud lob

him roclkon tho aost of the tower bafopshande-and

he will novor again be sble bo detach himssli from

tha Soripture once he has given hiwmsell o it ule

rgservedlys for he will have beon tekon by & power
of love that will not let him goed

DIbldey Bo 7406
. CIbide, pPe T4leZe
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In such e hwable munaer muat the interprotor doal with
Seripiuree - it shell bo our ;zu:-poae to show that the dohoe
van Witnesses have nob deali with the Eeriptupres so humbly,
Lfor wabhez than alloslag the Vord Lo speak o Lthom, they
have abtempbed te speal 4o ile
Zefove anyons can lntorpret e paunege of Seripture, the

toxt must Leesbublishede The interproter must attempt to

 Goternine wonabt the origianl toxt ls and then translste it

loto the verfaculur, The Witnesses belleve that they have
boon ab & disadvantege in thelr work b-a:‘-;;nae of the faulty
vransietion of the ng Janes Veralou and hence have tried
50 pemady that with a now translation of their owned! After
ohe toxt 48 establishod bobhk DY lowor crijiciem and a propor
crunsiacion, sthe prlmary rule of ianterpretation must be »oe :
mombovede Uhet rule is, "Seripbure interprebs Seripburee’

Tnis must be the basis for all interpretation.® We shall

point oub hos the Witnenmasss quito consistently overlook this
paglio rule, We shall alse show how other importank hortge

nowkical rules aps hroken r»spoabedly. Thase traditional

= - P
ey Worldd Tranalatlon oFf Ifhe Chelstian Ureck Scrl
Lures ZSF’urﬁmz RGO Tous D10 G ﬁrﬁ'ﬁ;"‘a"&ﬁ.‘ﬁ?‘;"'i

T50) . He aro ub a disndvantage in studying the Soclety's

una of Soripturs at this time for most of the Soclety’s
books use the King Jemos Version as a basic for Scriptupral
quotationse Undoubtedly the Sooloby's positlon will change
on oome paseagos when the new tranalation is used.

Sfransmani, Ope Clies Pre Tidele



