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PREFACE

?he religious group cammonly known as Jehovah'!s Wite
nesscs, is in meny respecﬁe an erigme., Over a relatively
short perlod of time the group hes gaiﬁed meny adhsrents
go thet today it i=s & foree thet must be reckonsd with both
religiously and politically. Since the movement has becoms
elmost world-wide, the problems this group reises are not
only national, but inter-national in scope. This is all ths
more phenominal bscause of the Socliety's, a) extreme millene
ialism; b) antl-soslal attitude, evidenced by attacks on the
govarnments of the world; c¢) peculiar Biblicism; and d)
fanaticlem,

Honsce the questlon arises quite naturally, "Just what
is the appsal of the Society that so many have joilned?®™ To
answer this, we have studled the Soclety as a2 whole, We
have studied the practices, the history, the methods used
by the Soccliety, and the mechanies snd organizational proced-
ure, The appeal is not in thess, but in the Society's theo-
logy that is so appealing to natural man, This we have
studied particularly. :

To study the Witnesses to try to determine the appeal
of the Society, we have had to use chiefly primary sources.
Exzcept for a few studies done recently from a sociologieal
basis, most research on the Society is outdated, As far as

" we know, no one has published e comprehensive study of its



doctrine, hence it was first of all nscessary to systems=
tize the doctrine. This could be done only by using the
books, magazines, and perlodicels published by the Socisety
as its official teachlng, We have not covered nearly all
of the Soociety's publications, for besides the imens.ty of
the task, it would have praoved quite worthleas, for meny of
its publicationzs are extremely repstiticus. Some of ita
books have bascome ouhdated and besldes the point for a modern
study, We do feel that we have studied a sufficlently large
number of the Soclety'a booka to present a complete plature
of its docbrine, we feel that we have clearly graspad lts
teachings. Our oxeamination of its theology is on the basis
thaet we have accepted the principle that God!s Word must be
decisive on all matters of Christian faith., For thla we
make no apology. Slnce the Witnesses also claim to accept
the Bible as binding and authoritative, our primary concern
has been a study of the use the Soclety makes of ths Bible,
or a study of the Hermeneutical Prineiples employed by Vit-
ness exegetes.

We have chosen to present the study under three head-
ings: I, The History of Jghovah'!s Witnesses; II. dJghovah
Witneas Dootrine; and III., Jghovah Witness Interpretation
on the Basis of Hermeneutical Principless
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CHAPTER X
THE HISTORY OF 2uE JEHOVAHR WITHESSES

‘The movement kiown Goday as the Johovah Yilbnesses is

one of the fow religioua secis vwhoso beginnings ere atrictly
indigenous to Amerlca, Prmetically all donominetions, and
most cults and socts, trace thelr origin to Eurcpesn sourses.
Stroup lists only four that he considers typloally Amarican
in their orlgin and deveolopment. Those ers the Mormons,
Christlan Scionce, the religlon of the Amerlcan Negro, and
Jehoveh!s Witnesses.: The study of the origin of the last
named proup mest deal with the confusing diffleuliy that it
has becn knoun by maiy nemos since the founding in 1872,
among thene names have been, the HilleoreDawnlies,
é{uése?.li.*;ea, Watoh Tower Biblo People, Rutheriordites, as
well as the current name of Jehovah'a Witnesses, Husaell,
the founder, cleimad that the members of the crganization
were to be knovn only as "Christians®.®

The history of the group is nobt entirely clear. There
has nover been an officlel history of the movameat pubiished
and £acts about the organization must be gathered from its

Yoar-Books, references ln secular newspapers and magasines,

Iaorbert Stroup, Tho Jehovahia (ilinesses (Hew York:
Columbia Universiby Pross, 1040), DPPe L=ks
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and other secondary sources, kany of the followers of the
group act as though they had no history, nor doss it seem
important to them thet they are not c¢lear on the mattep.d

Enough is known, thcugh, to present a sufficiently complets

_history.

The founder cf the group was Charles Tage Rﬁasell.
Alﬁhough the early days of his life are not referred to in
the #Witnesses' writings, we do know that he was active in
the Young Men's Christien Association., The metter of his
church affiliation s confused; while some believe that he
was a member of the Congregational Church, others believe
thet he was a Ppesbyterian.? A4s & young msn he seems %0
heve been troubled with certaln doctrinss of his church,
the doctrine of the inspiretion of Seriptures and the deo-
trine of hell. About the year 1886, while living in Pittse
burgh, Russell ecame into contast with the Seventh Day Advents
ists and was influenocsd by thelr teachings, particularly the
theory of annihilation. He later admitted indebtedness
to this group, although he admitted indebtedness to many

SIbids, De 5

Ygeport of International Assembly of Jghovaht?s Wits
nesses" (Yankee Stadium, New York Uity), August 2, 1950,
Do 4. Hereafter to be referred to simply as the "Report".
of. alao G, S. Braden, They Also Believe (New York: The
¥aomillan Company, 19497, Pe B9
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orgenizations but alleglonce to none.® Hussell at that
time begen to formulate tho Geachlngs he claimed he gained
from Bible study, and soon atbracted many followenz. Ho
dovbt his followers were attachad to him because of his
Gynanlc personality, and considored his many strangs doce
trinos as the proclemation of a new prophet. EStroup saya:
“Hisz naturel chepm, his gseenming brosde-mindedness, his dee
votion to tho Bible, his oxtreme claims, all won him do-
votags ln the eaprly years-“a Qoupled with his charm was a
wiilingnoss o meet poople and ho soon had & sizeable group
with him in his work. Then, as now, each membsy was 50 wlie
noss for the movement so that the growth was prather rapld,
A% firei the members campaigned by handing ocut tracts to
Ch»isticns as they left thelr churchss on Sunday mornings.
Since maay of these tracts wors violeatly anbi-claricall, the
opposition of the clergy was nct long fortheoming. Russell
Wwes never onc to back away from a fight and sovon galned
many new converts in his battle with the clergye?

In 1879 Russell began publishing a magazline entitled,

Zion's latch Tower and Hdeovald of CGhrist's Uoming. & year

Bgsroup, ope Gibep Pe Ge
6Ibide, Do 7o
Trioport®, August 2, 1060, pe 1de
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later hils first book, Food for Thinking Christians, ape

paareds In 1882 one of hls books appeared that was to sell

over slx million coples, ©his was the Diving Plan of the

g_ggg_,% These books were eagerly read by the faithful of
the organlgetion and proved Hto be useful to win others,
Alrendy thon the membera of the organization considsrad
mission work as the most importent work in life sc that
thay wore nilitently mission-minded, In 1884 Russell legale

ly organlszed the group as Zlon's Watch Tower Scoletye® fThe

work of the home organizaitlon was gontrolled by a board of
divestors which was somplotely domlnated by Fussell; al
though suffrage was given to all who contributed ten dollars
a yoaw, Russell was in sbsolute controle?® He must have
beon a wisze leadeor for by 1€01 fifteen men wera devoiing
their £ull time to the proaching of his message. l In 1909
the organlzation was moved to Brooklyan where it was charten=

ed under the name Paople!s Pulpli Agsogiatlon, By 1210 over

1,500 newapapers carried Witness'! sermons which proved $o

be exgellent publiclity for a group 80 ‘small.i2

8_;.9}.@:'

YBraden, Ope Gite, De 69
10s;roup, ope olte, P Se
geport®, August 8, 1950, pe lde
121pid,, pe 14 '
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Russoll enjoyed mueting poople and very ofben was
able to dominate them with his dynamie personality. This
was perhaps the reascon for much of his succosp. £ man so0
dynamlc would elso have somo onemies and Russell was no
exception, %There ware s Trom time to timo, schiams within
his orgenization, but none was ever lmportant onough to
seriously disturb the Scelety. In 1909 twenby-nine membars
of his group lefit hecavse thoy claimed he was beginning to
sound as though ho ballaved heiv;e;:i:é inspired.t® The greate
gab sohilsmaetle Aifficulty he melb arvose from his divorce,
His wife, whom he had married in 1879, had besn a devoted
Pellower and had contributed much to his work, Az tims
wonbt on ghe bacanme dlsgustod wlth him and asksed for =
divorce on four grovnda:

That his sonceil, ogoblsm, and dcomination were

such as to make i:i.fe intoleorable %o any senslie

tive womang that his conduet in ralation %0

othor women was impropor; that on occasion he

wes sllent to hisg wife for four woels and only

communicated with har by letiers of a reproache

ful charactor; « « « that he zoughé by mosh

despicable meosns to isolate his wife from

socieby, and desligned to get her_ pronounced

inssne in order tO pubt her awayels
lineh wes made of the faot that hs had bsen indiscreet in
his rslatione 0 othor wamen but Stroup feels that nothing

conclusive was Droved, but that his wife had boen abla only

1331;110119, Ope Clbey s 92
141pig,
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to suggest that he had not been falthful.l® sne wae
glven a divorce in 1915 and tho resulis to the Soelety were
alnost disastrouse, Hany felt that tholr leader could not
be dlvinely ordalned if he were divorced. He was able to
withetand the storm and in e few yoars becaue mors popular
thay ever, By 19l¢ thers wore £2,504 actlve witnesses in
the £ield, though nobt all were full time preachers, nevere
theless, the nuuber ls substantial.l®

' Russell conducted many parsonal appearancsd and lecturd
tours and it was on one oflthsaa that he died on Ootobsr
i4l, 1616, ¥any observers belleved that the movemoad would
" gease with the death of the dynamic and foresful lsader,
but they counted withoub the man who had besn the logal
counsel and was elected leader upon the dsath of Hussoll,
Approximately 150,000 votes were cast in his eolection.
Rutherford confidently believed that the organiszation would
continue o prosper under his leadership, for he had much
selfeconfidences It scomed for some tlme thet he was miaste-
aken, for many people who wished to keep the theology of
Rusaell refused to aceept the leadership of Hubthorford and

there were many minor defections from the group, It must

be kept in mind that the organization owed its entire existe

lEIbiﬂ.op pe 10,

16vpapart?, August £, 1950, pe. ld.

B wTTTIWEITY

T —————————



7

ance to ono man and any man aStempbing to replace him would
naturally encounter much opposition. It is surprising that
Hutherford Eucoeeded at allsy that he succesded s0 well is
astounding, The two men were entirely different, While
Russoell built the organization by means of his personal
magnetism, Kutherford hated crowda and Tried (o keep away
from poople as nmch a8 possible., Hussgellls strength lay
in personal charm and magnetism wihile Rutherfordis lay in
argumentation and proachinge’’ galled “Judge" by the
faithful followers, Rutheriordls life was shrouded la
8GOI'OCY e

Y'o any contemporary American, the moat important face
tor in the history of the Society, is its strained relations
with the govornmeonts of the world, Severse political dif=
ficultles faced the movement as soon a3 Hutherford ascended
to a position of leadershipe At thils time, HRussell's The
Finished liystery was published posthumousiy. <The whole

tenor of the book was one of pacifism and since Amerlca was
then engaged in the first World rlar s Ghe leaders of the
Society were arralgned on the charge of hampering the war
effort and teaching insubordination to the military and
naval fopces of the Unlted States, The leaders, which the
government considered to be the board of directors, were

tried and found gullty. Seven of the men were asntenced

17praden, opa Gites DPe 561e

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
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0 p»ison .’r.n':\.tlanta. A year later they wers granted a
new trial, but since the war aoon came to an end and new
trials were expensive to the government, the mattor wasa
droppad, On the surface this may have beon conaidered a
setehack for the movement, bub such was not tha casa,
Rutherford had continued the leadership from his cell snd
although things may not have run smoothly, the movement
prospered. After his release the organisation mads new
strides forward, Rutherford becams a martyr to his fol=-
lowers and the Soclety was goon rejuvinated. In Oczhober
of 1918 a large rally was held and since that time
' Jehovah Witnesses have heen & force in America. Uhile
thelr growth has not bsen apsctacular, 1t has heen rapld
so that churchmen and the government must recognisze 15,18

Under Rutherford the Witneases wers very active, '
Rutherford wéa tromondously active behind the scenes of
the . organizations One of the areas of actlvity was his
radic work, He made meny radio speeches criticlsing organ=
ized Christianity, or as hae called 1t, the "rellgionists”.
Eis special target was the Roman Catholio Church. Uhen his
attacks becams oo vitriolic, some of the statlons refused
to give him time., He then clalmed this was persecution and
became 2ll the more vicious in his attacks in the remalining

areas of publicitye. All of thls mads him popular with a large

185t noup, ope Glte, ps 17e
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segment of the American populetion. Rutherford was & proe
1iflc writore In 1940 he olaimed that he had written ninety-
nine books and pamphlets in the preceding twenty years.l?
Ils books, like his radioc addrosses, were oftea nothing
more than apgunent after arguaont heaped together and
couched iln legal phrases., Ho olaimed no knowledge of Graesk
and Hebrew although he woulé often gquote words and phrases

in either language to prove a polnt, Hore often he would

gquose from some othsr translatlon of the Sorlptures if ths
King James Version did not sult his particular need, He
was also probably active in the publishing of the Society!s
zna,g;azinaa, altﬁough this cannot be proved for the artiecles
in the mapgazines apre anonymous, Lush of the private 1life
¢f the man is shrouded in mystery, not cven his followers
Inew him wells To the followers he was the leader with ale
most absolute power; nothling more was known, nothlag more
roquired, He was respectsd by all his followers but loved
by few, for few lnew him lntlmately. He set up such an
cfficlient organization undsr the direction of the Brooklyn
headquarters, that when he dled there was llitle or no
change in procedure., His death occured on January 8, 1942
and he was sucoseded by H., He Inorr who had been the vice=

prosident. Stroup ascribes much to Ruthorford when he sayss

19Ibid., ps 18.
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Rutherford?!s death clomed the sescond cycle in the

history of the Jehovah's Witnesses, The organizue

tlon which Pastor Russell founded and enlarged into

a worldewide business was consolidated and augmeated

by tho Pastor!s mllitant successor. It has been

strong enough t0_survive the death of Leader No, II,

and t0 carry on.®
Goncernlng Brother lnorr, Braden thinks that he conducted
the business of the Soclebty for some time before the death
of Rutherford whlle Rutherford was 113 at the Soclety!s
home at San Dlego, Oalifornia.2l Of the three leaders,
Bach says that the flrst two consideored themselves amanuene
ses of Jehovah. He typifies Russell with the word
“Seandal®, Rutherford with "Mystery®, and EKnorr with
®g51lenca® 28 |

Inorr is well typlfied by the word "silense®, as he
maltes few porsonal appearances, He is known only because
at the snnual conventionr of the 8Socieby ho ls onc of the
naln speakers. As Rutherford, he refuses to graut inter=
viows to anyone outside the organiszation.®® stpoup reolates
how he was repeatedly rebuffed when he wangted to get infore
matlon unless he was really "interested in the truth"‘.-'e‘}

The organizetion is complotely authoritarian and the averag

807bid., pe £0e
2lgpaden, Ope Odtie, Pe 563.

*yaroun Bach, They aye Poupd g Faltn (Wow York: e
Bobbs-merrgll Gompany, 7 Pe &0

8%3paden, ope olte; De 5644
24sgpoup, Ope Olte, Pe 24e
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Witnesa 1s not ezpected Lo decide on any mattor of importe
ance; he is mewrely oxpected 40 be & good Witness and obay.
Tho avervaga Wiltness 1s not parmitited to glve out Informae
tion o0 nonemenborse Etnoup?s experionce is a case in
point, Hs wanted to ghther fivsthand information on the
roasons why the Socolety was porsecuted. In reality, hié
interest was & real concern for the rights of a minority
group. 1In this endeavor he had received the support of the
Givil Liberiiea Union which was also inleraested in seelng
that the s::ciet:r‘reoaived falr treatment, All this was
Imoim to the Socclety. Nevertheless the 3osiety refused to
COOPera;e with hin sinoe the members folt that he would ba
wafaly to thom and would give them no :maas.:l.-heulx:v."""‘5 His
book. iz neverthalsss vory useful for he apent much tims
studying the Society in the logal groups and saw exactly
how they operated.

From the heglaning the Soclety was egntirely under the
abaolute leadersahip 91 a single man, The organizaticnal
sebup mey be compaved to that of the Roman Gatholic hiere
archye Although the Sosiety is a bitter enemy of the Roman
Church, nevertheless it has oopled the Roman Church goveras
most effectively. The president of the organizatlon is in

gontrol. of the Board of Directors, the Board selects six’

2Bgtroup, op. Slbe, Pe iV
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reglonal servanbs whose task it is to oversee the work of
the Soclety. These rogional directors are in chargs of the
zone sarvants of whom thers ,are 154 Thess men, corresponds
Ing to the blshops of a hilerarchial system of church gOVerde
ment; control each local group which is called e "company",
Each company meots in a building callad e "Kingdom Hall",
A 89001 as a coanpany hss over 200 membsres a new ¢ompany is
staried, Each company is conbtrolled by the compeny servant
who must make veports to the hanéquaz'te'z-s and to vhom the
Soolety ordors are =ent.®® Rach losal company slso hes a
nutber of men active in the affalrs of the local community,
c¢hief of whom are the publishers, who must make calls on
prospective members and witness Lo the theocracye A
pioneer publischer is a full time worker who does the witneas
work on & full tiwe basis. Thess plonesr publishers are
.further subdivided into classes known as the apecial ploneers
and the goneral ploneers. The special picnasx must do 175
hours of service & month for whioh he rscelves twenty=five
dollars allowence, IHeo must make at lsast £ifty calls aﬁd
can be egsnt anywhere in the world to do his wcn'k.. The
general ploneer works 150 hours a month, selects hls own
placs of work, and recelve ton dollars a month, 11-; is small

wonder that the Socieby uas s Aifficult time to hold its

20praden, ope olbe, DPe 264«265.
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workers, as the publishers £ind it extremely diffiocult to
live adequately on auch meager pay.~! We have listed the
organizatlonal sebup to show tho complete loyalty shown to
the Socleby-on the part of the worlkers,

For many yvears the edugational system was quite hepe
hagard. Socclety members were educated only by means of tho
pariodicals published by the Soclety and by mectings held
te bring informaiion from the leadors, This was not vwholly
succeseful for at times the Vitnesces were not toc well
trained o argue snd to wiltness. To remedy that situation,
& gscheoel was gstablished te traln workems for the Socieby.
Such a procedure would have shocked Russell who sbhorred
such "peliglonist practices"., The graduates are crdained
for the worlk, they ave oven called "ministers® which alsc
would have been meh by stern oppogition from Russall.?e
""he specified purpose of each miniater is not to convert
the world, hia purpose is rather to witness to the theosracy
of Johovalle Consequently, statlstics of numbers won are
mimportante Only thoas who work for the Soclety are listed
in their offlclal pgblies.tion.s +°9% Baoause many of the worke

ers wovk only as Witnessos on & partetime bagis, it is also

2TI51ds, Ps 5674

2851‘:1‘0111), Ope Ciles Pe 1?1; l

8916t God Be True (Brocklyn: Watch Tower Bible and
Pract S00L0CY, L046), Do 2164
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vary difflculi to Qetormine the nunbsr of workere astive ab
prosente In the swmaor of 1950, abt Ghe Soclety convenblon
in New York, 45,381 people were baptlzed, Sincs baptism 1s
songidered $0 be o symbol or a rite of initistion this would
mean that abt least that many wara'aecepted into the organi-
zation in 1950.°C In the report 50 that convention it was
stated that a total of 317,877 publishers wers actlve.%:
"fhis mipght be sonaldered $o ba an abnormally high figurs
bub it musht be remembered thait not all publisherz engage in
thaly work on a full~time banaise The vhole Genor of the
roport seems to indleate that the Scclety ls experienciang
difflculty ln keaplng lts puhlishers.52 Publishers ware
active in 1950 in I2 couatries, including the followings
in Qepmeny bhers were 51,0003 in Denmark, 4,875; in Chile
there were 4283 in Aprgentlna there were l,877; in Cuba 7,000
were active; Mexlicoc had £,000; Xtaly 1,182; Foland had
20,0003 and the Philippine Islands had 9,671.%% oOver a
million and a half subscribs to the Soclety’s chisi maga-~

zine, the Watchtowar, and this is considered t0 bs tha nune

har of adherents . %

S0ngspopt®, August £, 1950, pe 1l
5lInide, Pe 1le

a4,

“OIpida, PPe 14=15e

S4Ipide, pe 1le
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One of the chlef reasons for the Societyfs growth -is
tho Wwidespread dissemination of its magazlnes and books,
fthen Ruthsrford bocams leader, his argumentative style
proved to serve the Socloty in gzood stoads He was conslders
od t¢ be inspired by many of his followers and although he
disclaimed actuval inspiration, he 4id believe thai he was
dJehovah!s instrumsnt in bringing the truth 4o the world and
that enyone who doubted this must be of the dsvil.®® Pore
hape the most popular book ever written by Rutherford wans

The Harp of G0d,% put that was merely cne of many. Over a
half? billion Biblee, books, magazines, and perlodicals have
beon distributed by the feithful. These books ware nsver
scld hut erch Witnoess was bllled for them and was parmitted
to accept contributions for them, MNany of the books were
cheaply printed and the usual contribution was twenbty-five
cents. In this way the teachings of the Soclety were spread
over the world., One of the most conmon ways of the Soclety
to bring ita message has been by the means of recordings.
Recordings wers made of aome of the speeches of Rubherford
and token from house o house by the publishers in an
attempt to get the householder to liston. Bach accompanied

%87, F, Ruthorford, Richea (Brookl,m- Vintch Tower
Bible and Tract Soclety, IUSG); D 16

363, K. Rubherford, The Harp of God (Brooklyn: Wabch
Tower Bible and Teact sooTety; 15 1 P
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one of the Witnesses on such a trlp and expresses much
doubt as to the effectivoncas of such a prosedure. Ho re=
ports that it was av:lwiérd to got people to listen and if
they did listen they heard only tho Harvard accentoed volce
of Rutherford speaking in wnintelligible languagoa®’! One
gots tho lmprossion that since the dsa_t;h of Rutherford,
tnls practico has stopped smong the Witnesses and theip
‘approach is much more personal and direct., Anobher »easocn
for this might be a prather apparvent deslre on the part of
the Scclety to minimize the work of any one man, for today
even tho Scoletyls books are publighed anonymously.

One of the chlef ways in which the faithful are given
& new impebus $o do the work of the Kingdom ia thwough the
annual conventions held by the Soclety., The firat convene
tion was keld in 1893 and since 1918 the moetings have
usually been hsold yearlye 46 a local Kingdom Hall, Stroup
hoard a leader wege attendance at a oconvention, intimating
that thoss who did not attond wore "doubtful members of the
body of Christ.?®8 guoh urgings would perhaps explain the
abnormally large attondance at their meetings, 08¢, 115,000
ottended the St. Louils conventlon in 1941 and 85,000 ationds
ed tho New York coaventlion of 1050, The faithful usually

Tpach, ops clbe,; D 47,
5831'5!’0“!’, Ope ﬁio, Pe 21,
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hear epeeches by the leadexs who attempt to spur them on
to new heights in witnessing for Jehoveh, These convenw
tions have also been the causs of much trouble the Souiéﬁy
members have had with the American public. In the early
days many of the members carrled canes for thelr protect-
ion and the leaders at times had dlfficulity in finding
clties that would accamodate themy; fearlng uprisings with
the loscal populace. HNor has moi) interferonce been cohne=
fined te the conventionse. As early as 193%, in Newark,
Hew Jgrsey, one hundred witnesses were jalled because thay
were counsldered dangeroua. In 1940 there was mob violence
at Littls Rock, Arkansas and many were injured. AL
Grinnell, Iowa, in 1942, a mob attacked a Witness trailer
camp and destroyed much property.®® Much of the animosity
against the Witnosses is due to thelr refusal to join the
armed forces of the United States and to salute the flag,
which they comsider an idolatrous prectices In time of war,
this naturally incites hatred on the part of many American
ocitizens., The charge is ofton made that the Witnessea suf=-
for £rom o persecution complex and perhaps the charge has
merit. Although the instances of actual porsecutlon and
mob violence are a blot on Amerlcen justice, it 1s also
tz¥ue that the Witnesses have megnified these lnstances oub

of all proportion. When & door is slammed In the face of &

“9B3ach, Ops Glte, Pe 24.
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witness, this is listed as porsscution. When o porson dise
agroes with them in a relliglous avrgument the Witnesses ars
happy, for thoy feel that they are baing hated for the
teuth's salke.*0 9he witnesses do not consider themsolvos
as ciﬁizena of any country bubt God's souniry, hence any
laws of a counbry do nob apply Go individual Witneosges,
Thney sonsider theilr positieﬁ in any country that of a
forelgn smbasaador with diplometls Lmmuuity. %his naturally
leads to mmeh trouble with the courts of the country.%l

: The question arises as to the future of the organizie
tione. Tholr steoaudy and solld growth in tho past Lends %o
make cone believe that the Scclety will coantinue Lo grow,
parhaps at o more raplid rate, Negroes arc being aeeeptéd
since RKutherford!s death and the Society is making appeals
to the Jewe ® we may also expect them to grow because of
the leadsrship. While the leaders are not outstanding men,
they seom to be capable men. They are following in thse
tradition of Rutherford but evidently are not averse to
using new mothods of witnessing, The Socisty publications

are bobtor written, the style is better; the format nsater,

408'1‘;1‘0‘.13)3 Spe gliep Do 91, and Bach, Op. _G_!-_'E-, Do 51,
4list God Be Trus, Pe £29.

438troupﬁ ops 0lbe, PPs Z4e B0s and "The Witnesses
Hoar The Wordh, TAfS; XKIX (August 14, 1950), 52=33.
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and the content is not as anti~Roman Oatholiec as was the
case under Hutherford.4d The sScolety's emphasls today is
not to megnify the lmportance of one man a3 was the case
whon Russell and Rubherford wers in the position of lasdore
ship. The Society is mors soncerned with publlc opinion aml
in melking a good impression on the American public 44 Bow.
cavze the role of each lndividual leader is minimized,
thora is leas change for intsrnal troubles, a situation
which confronted Rutherford almost continuouslyei® wisth all
of this thers is a certain reofinement that was unlkanowm to
Rutherford; and while this would sppeal 0 some members and
t0 somé on the outslde of the organizatlion, the ruggedness
of Rutherford's appeal must be consldersed 1a_.z-gely rgaponsie
bls for much of the earliex growth. The Amesrlcan public
sgems also to be viawing the Society in a different light
today than formerly. For many years the Soclety was cone
sidered dangerous |at lsast unworthy of any wespsct. An
late as 1946 Dan Gilbert wrote & booklet aavaﬂ.y condemning
the Society for its commnistlc leanlngs. Heo ;agardad them

48Rutherford, Riches, PPe S0w5l, This book is one of
the examples of Rubhsy. 15 violent antie-Romanism, containe
ing over cne hundrodetwsuty refersnces to the Homan hlerarcly.
4énpaport®, Passine

453‘151'011;0, 92.\0115115 De 8o
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a3 tralsors.%® Yo Peol that theologloal peasons made him
Judge the Scelsty unchsritably for the Soslety has suffcrsd
magh uader the commmalsile Gograments. Stroup fesls thab
lapx would sall the Soclety a good examplo of “oplate f&r
the nasses".4? A tha.conclusion_of the Hew York convene
tion in 1850 three of tho nors popular American magazinsa
gave the Soclety an excsllent »eport and commended 1t fox
its orderliness. The magazines also sympathizgd with the
Soslety for its troubles with the American courts snd exe
proszed the hope that the Amerloan psople would rogard the
Boelety in ths future as a loglbtimate veliglous organizaw
tlone%® If such opinions should became the ruls of the
Amewican press, it will be interssting to nole what effsch
this will have on the attitwds of tha Boclsty over against
the Amsrican publice Perhaps they may attempt to curey
public opinion more in the fubture and becoms less vitrios
lice

To gain a clear inasight inbto the fubture of the Soclety,
we mist study tha appsal the Soclety has for the American

public, Shroup lists the fellowing reasons for the popue

481an Gilbert, dohoveh!s Witnesaes (Grand Hapids
fifchigans: Zondepven PubLLioning Notde, 1948), Passlime

4?stroup, OPe Oltey Pe 886

48t7he Witnessos Heapr The Word", op. Ciba, Ppe &R=3
iwalting for Armageddon', Time, IXI iﬁugusﬂé, 1950), 67e
"Safe Fpom Hades", Pathfinder, WIX {Ausust 25, 1950), 40.
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larity the Socleby today enjoya: some joiln the movement
bgcause of menbal troublesy some are reosponsive o the
Sosietyly clalms of purlty; many have jolned because of the
failure of locel congregatlons %o care for thelr spirituanl
charges; somg have aympathy for any oppressed group and
Join to maks common cause with it; the atern theology
appsals to somad, even to many Infidels with a Biblicel
backgrounds o few soalal outcastis are drawn to the move-
ment; and the authoritarian procedures, producing extremd
reliance on leadsrs, undoubtadly ettracts s0m0.4® The doce
trines of the Soclety have a Lremondous appeal to natural
man and as long as the theology remains somewhat constant
we may expect growbth in the Scelety. Ib shall be the pure
oosa of the seocond chapter to anelyze the Sceletyis doce
trines and the appeal these doctrines have for natural man

will ba nokeds

49813?01}.;), Ope Sﬂ-_tc; PPes C2=Pie



COAPTER TWO
DOCTHINE OF THl JEGOVAH WITHESSES

_Lvory systom of theology or philosophy must concern

- 1tself with two major prinsivles, the formal and the materi=
al principles., The formal principle deals with the source

of the doctrines or teachings while the material prineiple
concerns itself wlth the central point or core idea of doce
trino, in the light of whioh the entire systom muat be
viewed and svaluated. The Jehovah Witnessos claim that thoir
formal prineiple is the Bible. IU shall bs ths purposs of
our third chapter to atudy this claim wpile this chapter
snall confine ltself with the material prinoiple.'/?he

~ Socleby's material principle is the dostrine of the Theoscracy
which sffects the entire body of ilts tenots and beliefs,

Ihs Soclieby holds that the Thoocracy is the government of

the world by Jehovah through His chief mgent, Christ. Al

of the events in hisbory and also thé Seriptures ars to he
interpreted in the light of Jehovah's rule, Historlc events
are merely vindications of the name of Jehovah and man muab
recoénize that if he would have blessings, It 1z manf?s chief
duty 6o bear testimony to this theooratlc govermment by wite

nossingel According to Witness theology, the formal princile

15  ®», Rutherford, Thoocracy (Lrooklyn: Watoh Tower
Bible and Tract Soeietﬁ'r,'razn‘"lp. 2856
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ple muab be interpreted in the light of the materlal princie
ple., Thus, for instance, tho atonement itself 1= not ime
portant, its Iimportance lias in tha faot thet it was an une
folding of the wlll of Jehavah and an unfolding of Godls
plan for Iis church, the elect, It shall be the purpose of
this chapter to revlow the doctrines of the Soclety in the
light of its teaching on the Theosracy, We shall attempt
to systeamatlize the doctrine without repeated referesnce to
Sceriptural proofs., 'o must stress the fact that this thesis
1z primarily not concerned with refutation but with analyz-
ing and systematizing. Such analysis is not always éasy for
the Witnessss have no officlal dognatics, their teachings
must he culled from thelr many books and perlodicals., Aay
attenpt to systematize under such clrgcumstances runs the
very real danger of over-simplification. It must slso be
borne in mind that it is impossible for the writer to be
purely objective and ;mpersonal, a Iutheran cannot be per=-
fectly objective when another interpretation of Scripbures
and especlally another interpretatlion of Christ 1s given,
than the one that is his by falth. Recognizing the problems,
we shell attempt to analyze the Jehovah liltnesses doctrines.

Jehovah Witness dostrine 1s based on the premlse that
for centuries the world lay in lgnorance of the Thaocracy,
which, they olaim, is true Christianity. The Witnesses be=
lieve that Christ knew the truth and that His inmedlate fole
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Lowers Imew 1%, but that it was soon lost wuabil Kussell mnd
fagherford resurrected it from the grave of orrore The
heoort to the 1950 Ultness convention statos:

" A5 the yoars progressed those Christians came 4o a
cloarer understanding of many fundamental dootrines
which had boen l1lost sight of since tho day of fusion
veligions, A.D, 926 and theresafter. They learned
that holl as a place of torment was a devilish doge
trine not Gaught in the Bible, that religlon's
Trinlty was not supported by the Seripturss, that
man doss not poasess an imuortal soul, but thab
thoze of the church company wmust geok immorbality
as a prize, that purgatory is unseriptural, that
salvation is only through the ransom sacplilfics of
Ghrist Jesus, and that God 1s not responsible fop
the woss which affect mankind.?

Those ars extravagant claims, thoy go agalnst the tradition
of canturies of Christian thought and doctrinz. Awars of
this, both Hussell and iuthexford distlaimed the right of
sraditlon ¢ speak on any religious maSters They claized
thot they were the first after many centurics to uzndsrstand
clearly ths Biblical doctrines, Witness hooks abound wlth
Biblical gquotations; the Witnesses are extreome Biblicilsts,
But while claiming to be true Bilble students, the Witnessas
unblushingly place a high smphasis on reason., On the basis
of Isalah 1118, "Come, now and let us reason togather,

saith the Lord.", they claim that the Bible does not ex=

2vpeyopt of International Assembly of dehovah's Wite
nesses” (Yankee Stadium, Hew York Gity%, August 2, 1960,
Pe 1l9a ;
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pact us to belleve anythlng contrary to op above reason.®
The Witneasea belleve that the chief teachlng of the

Bible 1s that Jeghovah 1s Gode In an abbempt to kaew the
Unity of God purc they have fallen into the erpors of Arius
and Hostorius and have denled the Trinity. They believe
“that God is uniepersonal and since the dootrine of ihe
Trinity is unrensonabls, God cannct be thres personsy Such
must be the c2se for the name Jehovah msans, "the selfe
oxistiag ona", This Jehovan, aceording to Rutherford, pose
sessed f'.au.r great attributes, justlce, power, love, andé uige
domo . Zince the Son and loly Spirit 4id nob possoss thass
SLeprloubes, théy are not Gode® This teaching of the Jcehovah
ecuplos much space in the Witness books, They belleve thal.
"-2ll who honopr the Son evon as they honor the Father ara
sailty of idolatry.' Much emphasis is laid on the fact thab
the tema "Prinity" doss nobt occur in Holy Wril, conssquently,
thoy believe that it cannot be "the chief ddcurins of the

Christian z'eligi.on“ o© Such an aygunentwa g silentic mast bo

rejectod for by the same token the Theocracy wWould be une

Biblicnl, for ong looks in valn for the Gorm in tho Scripburss.

Swvolution Versus the New lonrld (Brooklyn: Watch
Towsy BibDLe ANU LeA0L S00L0Gy, LwoU)g Ps ©0e

4y, P, Hutherford, The Harp of God (Brooklyn: Weboh
Power Bible and Pract Soclety, 19"}51'), Pe 12,

Biat God Ho True, (Brooklyn: Wabch Tower bible and
Tpaoct SoCLOLY, JUi6J,; Pe B0
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e also rejeel the assertion that the doctring of the
Trinity is the materinl ppinciple of the Cheistian religion,
that prineiple iz the dogtrinae of Justification by faith
which isa certalinly found throughout the Jepiptuvesn., The
Witnenses clain that the doctrine of the Trinity i1s 2 1yoe
texy, canpes confuslong and since God 1z not the suthor of
confualion{l Copinthians 14:33), the doctrine is falee,B
It muat- he »emenbered that anyone who has any conrcephlcn of
the "wholly otherness” of God must know thabt God camnot be
icgicnlly wnderatood by finite men. Any attempt Lo dla-
prove the Trinlty muet denl with many Seriptural passages
whieh ghow elegarly that Christ and the ioly Spirlt arc Gods
(ne of thesc we shall mention at this time: "I end my
Pather ave onoe" (Jghn 10::0). In dealing with such pus-
pages the Witnesaes Insist that one must renember "Cot wise
dom, snd with all thy gebting, got understanding.”
(Proverbs 4:7)e! That this passage rvefors in no way 5o the
doiby of Christ iz pimply lgnorcd.

Jehovah Witnesses teach that Jehovah created the woxld
with the purpose that He be servede To carry out this pure
pose Jehovah created the Logos and Iucifer and gave cach &
definite sphere of influence. %o Iucifer was given control

of the world. But he became evil and attempted to set up a

GIbidog Pa 81l-2,
7Iot God Be Trug, Pe 8be




&%

Kingdom in oppositior to dehoveh, For this purpose he
tomptod Adam to sin through Hys, and then suscessfully
thwarted dehcoveh’s plan that Adam serve dehovah only,
Lucifer was now able to subdus the entive world unio hine
gelf. iis main weopon congisted in lies, as Christ pointed
oub, whon He called the devil the father of lies. He is the
1ui;ho.'.=’o.f.‘ all llee, ospscially the lies of the religlonless,
10tably the doctrinse of the immorvality of the soul; hell,
and the 'ﬁ.'rinitfy'. Tho dovil todey sbill hes gontrol ovaor
tho rellgious opganlsations and governments of the world,
But the doom.of the devil was spslled in the :’.nvisqible roe
ture of Christ in 1018, After Armegeddon Christ will £inally
conquor bhe devil and consign him to complete exbinchicn,.S
This teaching is beelic for the enbire system of the dghovah
Witnassote

¥en was created in Jehovah?s plen to sorve Him., Adam
and ive hed a wonderful paradise in whilch o serve God, bub
live sinned and Gedfs justice demanded that she be cast ocub
of Eden, away from the tree of life. Adam was on the horns
of a dilemma, either he could follow God!s commend o reo=
plaonish the eari:h or he could romain loyal 4o dehovah. Since
Adawm was more .interested in being with his wife, he left

Johovah, Through his sin, Adam lost the only valuable thing

8», B, kayor, Johovahls Wibnesses (St. Loulss Congore
dla Publishing lonss, L0227, Dps il=os
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he possessed, the right to 1live. Bacause Adam chose to live
wlth his wife as & husband, be lost the right to live for

Jehovaho® The Wibtnosses bellevs that there can be no actual

sinishment for sin, espsclally not an ebternal punishment,

They maintaein that such & teachling is unreasonabls sincs i%

. iz contrary to the love of God,10 and it is unBiblical since

man has no sonled™  ian has no soul, he is a soul.t? pga
cause mon through Adam has lost the right to live, he muab
be ransomed from the power of the Dovil and regain that right.
This ransoming was accomplished by Christ. As ons p2ads
Witness literabture, one ls struck by many wollechosen asbtatee
menbe concerning the work of Christ. Tho Witnesses hold
that Christ made it'posaible for man to live by rsdeoming
man, that the Devil®s powers were overthrown, thet man is
Godls child through the worl of Christ. A1l of thls sounds
as being in the best Christian tradibion, but these teachings
st be subjected to closer serutiny. First of eall Lt mush

he pemembered that when the Witnesses spaek of Chvist they

-:alte no refersnce to the etarnal Christ,; but rather to &

‘hrist who was thé first of Godis croaticns. His originsl

function was 40 serve as Jdehovahis agent Lo carry oub

Siushorford, The Happ of (God, PPs “HeTa

105bide; e B3
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Jechovah's plans for the Theooracy. Though Chriat l1a oellled.
god® Ln the Sewriptures, this must be understood Lo msan
that thero are many gods, but cnly one Gody who 1s Jehovah,
The angel bthat spoke to lMery anld that Chrlst was to be
celled the son of the Higheat, That did not msan that Hs
wes to ba Gody bub sinply that e would be galled god as a
sannse of speakingeto
© Cheist was bhopn o HMory in fulfillment of promiss,
Then Godfs judgmenbt waa placed upon Adam and the whole hue
man raca, this judgment was irrcvocablse The judgment,
therefors, had to be balanced with & like smovnt of meroy,
wivich was personified in Christ. By man?s physical death
Qod?z jusbice was complebely sstiasfled, but if man was to
live egein, Chrlst had to come.i? another men, the exzact
egquivaliont of Adam, had to ransom the world by velunteering
nis life although he had gained the rlght to live for hime
s0lf. Bo had to pay the exact price, for the essence of the
lew is perfect payment, a life i‘or 2, 1:lfe; en oye for an
aye, & toobh for a toothe To0 bs exactly like adam, Chriat
had 0 DS a vure manj haii‘-ﬁod and halfeman would not have
satisfied Jehovah, for #dam was all man,l® ghrist could

have produced a race of perfect psople who would have servad

13¢pide, ppe S7=Be
léputherford, The Harp of God, DPe 122.
153hide, ppe 120=30s
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dohovah eternally on this earth, but thls Chelist did nok
choose o do, for Jehovah's plan was that Christ showld be
a subabibube Lfor man and thus become an asseb to him by roe
gaining the »ight Go live for man, Christ stayed on the
caxrbh for a shorl btime after !is resurraction becauss the

saprth had been btho acone of His death and it was only falr

(2

hat the earth should get A glimpse of lils glory. His body

i)

after thae rosurrsctlon was an entiraly different body for

His followers did nob even recognize Limelf tmen Hs ascended,
the human body was romoved from the divine bubt if did nob
decaye. Rutherford says: "We can only asswse that the Lord
m., have pressrved it somswhers to exhibit to the peopls in

the Nillennilal .ltge.":'-? Afber the resurrecticon Christ was

]

xalted and the anonymous author of Ist God be Trug olaims

that thls provas that CGhrist was not God or Jehovah would
net have had to exalt Hime.18 Ho presented this ¥»ight to

13fe" t0 Jonovah as & pansomn, L.0e, Christ 4id not maks use

of His rlght to live on this earth but gave it up so thab
Jahovah could apply it to others lnstead. Thus Christ rge
deemed man not by His death bub by His 1ife, for that was

what Jdehovah pequired, that was what Adam had forfolted.

101bide, Do 176
W1bide, p» 175
1819t God be Erue; Pe 101,
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His death was gsimply a manifestation of the fact that He
undsrstood Jehovah!s plan for tho world.l®9

It would take uwe far beyond the scope of thig thesis
to crgtically analyse all that the proceding parsgraphs
contain, but it could quite woadlly be dones We have simply
attompted to synthesize the Wibtnsss doctrine concerning
hpist. As refutation we simply »efer to the book of lge
braws vhere Christ is plebtured as the perfsch seopifice for
Divine punishment, The book of Golosgians refers repsatede
iy to the faot that Christ was-trus God, as do the Gospels,
especlally John, Tho entire thomes of Ronmons and Galatisna :
vefute the Witness doctrine of the rensom. The Witnesses
spealk of being redecmed by Jdehoval but thelr dostrine 1s the
crasseat workerightcousness, éog-, the following steps are
listad ag heing essential to becoming a child of Cod: oconte
agacration (a work of meritlass man, having no reference to
tha work of Chpeist), Justification (supposedly accomplished
by o Christ who was not God), and acceptance of the Lord
(without any regerd tc the person of the Holy Spirit).
Furthormors, man must afber those three steps continue to
joyfully oboy Godls comnandments if he would have understande

ing and sppreciation of the truth of Godls Words2C Accorde

19‘atherfords The Harp of God, D 18

Eolbidpa Be 194,
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"ing to Wibtness theology the primary work of Chrliclk was to

vindicate Jchovaly lis foreign work was %o radcem man.

Such teaching is abasolubtoly contrary to Scripturss The
Witnosses defina faith as a belief in the right Lo live St
Another wunlhristlan definltion is given by Rutherford: "o
have a knowledgs of Jehovahis purpose as expressed in His
YWard, the Seripbures, and thsn to conlidently rely uwpon the
Word of God"%2 We note that butherford defines faith withe
out 3o much as & refevence te Christ or His work§ It is
small wonder that Stroup reports that the only time ha heard
the Vord "Chrlst” in the local Kingdom Hall moebings was
when prayers wek'c onded in Hls nams +29  great emphasis Ls
laid on ths meaning of “Jehovah" by the Witnessese. Bubt i%
is strange that they have missed entiroly the Septuaginb
translation of the ¥shveh, which is always Kyelos, the tern
applied to Christ by the Apoallss, Androws makes the sirike
ing comuent that many passages raferring to Jehovah in the
01d Testamont wore applied to Christ by the lew Testament

Apostlese {(Aots 2:21; 9:l4; 20:35; 22:16).2% 2Any person

2lrat God bo True, D. 9.

223, We Ru'bherford, Riches (Brooklyn: Vabtch Towew
Bible and Tract Socloby, IUSC), PPe 1i6eY.

2'-’Iierbert S%ro The Jehovahts Witnasses (New ¥ork:
Columbis Universi t'gugrels, 1'8@57;—15“.' > P

24m3ee Androws, The Meaning of Christ for Panl (New
Yorks bingdonccokesbury ﬁ-oss, 5407, Do LUBa
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who would acoeph the Witness doctrine wonld n2esssanily be
wngure of hils falth for according o the Witnesses szomg
"ape boyond wedemption hy Christ's blood"@d gyen teaching
is a mocKery of the real worth of Christ and males objscbive
comment almost impossible. We ¢lose our discussion of the
persoen and work of Christ’ wibth the obvicus conclusion that
Witnees dootrine, though it claims to be Biblieal, mekes
Christ a worthless Christ and of no avail to sinful man;

The work of Christ becomss all‘tha more confusing when
manta relatlonship to God is considored. Since Chriet has
made it posslble for man to live, ths major part of salvae
tion depends on wman. 4ifs in the Thoocracy is obtained by
the followlng steps: repentance, justification, spirite
begetting, and consecration. The first esseuntlal is that
man desivre o know the Lord and His will and then try to 40
Hils wille It 1lp at this point that the ransom theory iz
applied, OChprlst has deposlited his right %o live with
dechovah, &He can and does dispoae of it upon those whom Ho
will if they first of all epproach dehovah in repantances
Those are then justifisd by the following involved proceas:
1) #en must have faith in Cod and uis promlse, Malth nust
be proved and excrcised by surrender to God, 2) Han then ree

ceives Christ!s merit, 1.8e, the right to live, and is pre=

2510t God ba Truc, ps 287
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sented bho Jehovehs &) Johovalh determines that the one proe
sented is right or that his desire to come undor the theoe
gratic governuent of deghovah is gomuing, The time for
accopbing this plan lo fast punning out and man must saon
maks bths choles fox Jehovah will not malte the plan available
mach longers A soon as man sccapts the plan, he grows une
511 ks too has acquired the »ight 6o live for himself; he
3 in e class with Chrlat, Xe iz part of the body of
Christ, he too has 2 »ight to relgn, he is a member of the
myskery ¢lass of the 144,000, Bub such people velunbarily
glve up thelr »lght te live on this earth, as &id Christ,

Thoy substituke the right Lo live on this eapth for o apirit

2ifa which ie on & higher plane fop 1% is with Jshovah in

heaven, Since they lnve glven wp thelr 2 ight to live,
Johovah can use 1t substitublonally for others., Thus; thars
ia not one Redeemer, bub 144,00) redeemers., This mystery
clngs L2 nom puling with Chriast in heaven and this is thein
raward for »elinquiching the »igh%t to lliwve on enrtl;..?-s
Sush a doehrine cleaply destroys entirely the work of Christ
23 Saripture teachas and as the Chrlstian Church hazs always
beiievad,

The mystery class is alse referred to as the dJdehu class,

named eftey the .0ld Testament King. Bub not all men are

E6putnerford, The Harps of God, Pp. 195200,
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sald to gome undor this clasgification. Only the nystery
slags wlll recelive lmmortaliby in heaven and all cther men
fall into one of three classes. 1) The 0ld Testaunent bee
lievers cannot abtaln the status of the mystery class, boe=
cause thay lived before Chrisgt gained the ransom. They will
Become rulors snd make up the visible part of the kingdom
on earths These men will be raisaed afber Armageddon end will
pe instructod in the nower ravelations, They wlll bs epprise
‘ed of the teacnings of Hussall and Rubherford 80 thebt they
wlll be able to »ule effectivelye A palsce has hoen roadied
for them in San Diego, California«s? £) The Jonndab class
inecludes the people of good will who are not quite good
onougn to reach the Jdehu g¢lass. They will be given the »ee
juvinated "new earth® and will be told to replenish it after
Armageddon. In thils "new ecarth' therse will be no shame or
pain connected with chlld-birth or the begetiting of childwren,
and thevefore, es Bach relaies, some of the faithful have
dscided Lo postpons having children unbil that time.28 &)
‘Pho final class includes those who had no opportunity %o
learn of the ways of Jdehovah while on earth, BLecause the

Dovil is in control of the world, some men, who othorwise

2Tpnia loans Lveplasting Life (Brooklyn: Watch Tower
Bible ofid Tradt SOCLOGY . '3’,""'1‘95%)“‘, Phe 205=8.

£8garous Bach, They Have Found s Falth (New York: The
- Bobbseligrerill Gumpan??“%gEEI; Pe 2%e '
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would belleve, never get o chance to hear Jehovah'!s wite
nease That chanco will be givon thom after Ammageddon, If
thoy vroject it at that time, thsy will be deatroyed with
total extinction along with the Dovil and those who rejscied
- ghe witness while they wers alive.%®

Witness theology has proclaimed vhat there have bsen
throe dispensations or systems of laws and goveraments since
the fall. Immediately after the fall the government of the
werld was commended to the angels, bBub thoy failed coue
rletoly by marpying the daughters of the scna of men, therse
ifore CGod destroyod the first era or dlspensation with a
flood, 'J.'.gx the "second world" Lucifer wesz given control,
Jehoveh kopt only Hls pecple, the JewWwse The Devil made
groat goeins oven among the Jews so Jehovah; iz 608 Bel.,
gave them into the Devilis powers also.®0 The third dlspenw
sation bhegan in 1814 when Christ waes put in controle 9t
s Pber the Dovil was deprived of his powers, he started all
the trouble he could by starting wars in heaven and on earth
but he aéain was defeated so that in 1918 Christ returned

to the earth in an invisible pavousise“® The work of cone

295ayor, ope Clbe, PDe B7=0a
80Lgt God be Trus, Pe 244.
Slpayer, Ope Slbe, De Ge
S2Rutherford, Thaoeracy, Pe 90
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tenporayy Vitnesses iz to meks thils rzbturn known o the
world and to warn the world of the approaching Armegsddon
which will bo the great and finnl attempli of the Dovil to
get up a kingdom 1n opposition to Jehovehe In thiz battle
the Devil will be declsively defeated and then wlll bs con=-
signed to total extinebion., EBach says that the conmmon poce
ple among the Wibtnesses expoot Armageddon in 1972.%9

Vilo note especially that in thelr entire eachatological
sysbtem, the Witneases make no reference to hell as being &
place of tormont, rather they vehamenbly deny thet such a
plage eoxistin. Their reasons, which we shall discuss ab
greator length in our f£inal chapter, are chiefly thai such
& dootrlne mitigates againsh mants reason 2nd Godts love,o%
e categorlcally dony the logibtimacy of placing rsason on
such a high plane. Their refersence tc the love cf.pod is
unwarranteé, bacause it does nob tveke into consideration
the hollness of God, nor the work of Christ as man's HRedeeme
or in His vicarious deathe It 1s on this point that the en=
tire dogmatic system of the Wibtnesses must be wrsjected fow
theip Ohrist is 2 worthless Christ. The entire thecloglcal
system is therefore contrary to Scriptures &1l of thelr

doetrinal erporzs havs their root in the faot that the

&b

Bach, OD. €lbey Pe S%e
Sdpythorford, The Harp of Cod, De 47.
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Witnessos havae overlooked complotely tho msaning of the
atbonemsnte With that in mind we shall discuss the hernoe

noeubical principies applied by the Soclety as our final
chipber.
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CHAPTER III

JEHOVAH WITNESS INTERPHRETATION TESTED ON
THE BASIS OF HERMENEUTICAL PRINCIPLES
Jehovah Witnesses olaim thet all of their doctrines ars
teken from Soripture. We have shown in our previous chape
ters that the Witneas dostrine do2s not agrse with accapted
Biblical theology. Honesty dsmands that the Witnssas claim
be studied to determine its corractneas. To do that proper=
ly we have chosen to investigate theo hermensutical princi-
ples employed by the Vitnesses, for thon only can we deter-
mine whether thelr exegeslis 1z correct or not. Hsrmeneutics
may be simply defined as the theory of interpretation.l Hen
who study any plece of literature must follos hermeneutical
prineiples whenever they attempt to determine the exact meane
ing of written words., Terry says: "Bibliocal Hermeneutlcs is
8 department of QGeneral Eemengut!.os and « « o Calls in the
main for application of general principles required in the
interpretation of all literature." Bibliocal hermensutics,

though, must be distinguished from general hermensutics be=-

dartin Franzmann “Harmeneutioal Essays,” Qoncordia
Theological Mgnthly, (1948), 596, SRR R

8Milton Terry, Biblicel Hermeneutics (New York: The
Methodist Book Concern, €.1890), Pe
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causd of the naturs of the thing with which i1t must deal,
the rovelssion of the gpealking Gode Tho orincipleos we shell
dlgousy in Chie chapter mighs well be applied to any plece
of litoraturs, from the clacaics of andtiquity to the popue
ler magezine of todayy but the dynemic of Soripbtures mush
never he fopgobbon o overloolsd, Anyone con aogulre Coare
taln words skilla, but truo labeowprotatlon of the Serliptuves
is & gift of the Holy Spisli; a shaplomie God not only spole
in the Scriptuwres bub ﬁa.still sponks, wo not ouly have &
ragord of rovelebion, but rovelatlons Haz mast lat the ;
Word spaonk as 16 is in ftruth, thoe Word of Gode Elther the
Seriptures spoak Lo man or nun is antogonistlc Lo the Author,
The Seriptuvss ape nover acceptol s & halfebruth, but wholly
and enbivoly as Codfs Forde Fen musi not only suapand jud@-_
mont An dealing wibh Godls Word, bub even renouncs thelip
Judgmenbe® It io the Word thab brings life to a Christian,
the Word mupt be LGreated properly by those vho would have
that life. ipanZmann sayat

The enurch thas has ths Wopd is iwmprognable; tho

gatas of nell shall not provall agalnst 1Be And

it is the sole buasingzz of Hormenoutlos to 200

to it that we really have the Word that spslls
1if0e.t

Sppanzuann, gpe oltes Pe TSBs
$ipide, Do H8Be
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The pilea is eften made thet man must bo unbiansed sboub
the Soeriptures. In @ ssnse, this is coprseh, the Vord must
spanke AL Bhe sams timo, 1t san be sald that a Shristian
eannot ba vabiased about the Sceripbtures, for the Word testie
fles of Chrlst, and the Christlaon ls not unbiassd aboub
Uhwrisbe Complasio opommindednass in any £isld of interpratoe
Lien 12 lmpossible for all men have been influsnoed one way
or auothor by previouns lupressions. Pravious inmpragsions
concerning the Word may have bteon received only by hearing
the namo of She Aubhor bteken in vain, but an imprension has
boon implauted nonethelesse® Ratural wnn, becauss he 13 e
mity egainat God, opposes the Worde Bub interpretetion doe
munds submisalon, and thet in any fleld of ilteraturo.
Fpansmann has gwnmed 1t neatly when he sadd:

And so 16 is no uwareasonablé demand, even from an

unthoologicsl viewy, to ask the interprator io beow

gin by ocubnlbbing himsolf 4o Seripturs in order o

wndopratond 1%, %hers is, of courso, this cardinal

adifferancs hatwasn aub,nlal;ins 0 Soripture and aude

mitting te eny obthor book: & men gan, and oughd

to debach himnself apsin from tho licrage op ilamap O

whan ho has for a tims pabhstleally subdusd hime

goliy bubewlasb Hho candid roador bDeware, aud lob

him roclkon tho aost of the tower bafopshande-and

he will novor again be sble bo detach himssli from

tha Soripture once he has given hiwmsell o it ule

rgservedlys for he will have beon tekon by & power
of love that will not let him goed

DIbldey Bo 7406
. CIbide, pPe T4leZe



|} = S

, 48
In such e hwable munaer muat the interprotor doal with
Seripiuree - it shell bo our ;zu:-poae to show that the dohoe
van Witnesses have nob deali with the Eeriptupres so humbly,
Lfor wabhez than alloslag the Vord Lo speak o Lthom, they
have abtempbed te speal 4o ile
Zefove anyons can lntorpret e paunege of Seripture, the

toxt must Leesbublishede The interproter must attempt to

 Goternine wonabt the origianl toxt ls and then translste it

loto the verfaculur, The Witnesses belleve that they have
boon ab & disadvantege in thelr work b-a:‘-;;nae of the faulty
vransietion of the ng Janes Veralou and hence have tried
50 pemady that with a now translation of their owned! After
ohe toxt 48 establishod bobhk DY lowor crijiciem and a propor
crunsiacion, sthe prlmary rule of ianterpretation must be »oe :
mombovede Uhet rule is, "Seripbure interprebs Seripburee’

Tnis must be the basis for all interpretation.® We shall

point oub hos the Witnenmasss quito consistently overlook this
paglio rule, We shall alse show how other importank hortge

nowkical rules aps hroken r»spoabedly. Thase traditional

= - P
ey Worldd Tranalatlon oFf Ifhe Chelstian Ureck Scrl
Lures ZSF’urﬁmz RGO Tous D10 G ﬁrﬁ'ﬁ;"‘a"&ﬁ.‘ﬁ?‘;"'i

T50) . He aro ub a disndvantage in studying the Soclety's

una of Soripturs at this time for most of the Soclety’s
books use the King Jemos Version as a basic for Scriptupral
quotationse Undoubtedly the Sooloby's positlon will change
on oome paseagos when the new tranalation is used.

Sfransmani, Ope Clies Pre Tidele



&5
hormenoniicnl pelnreiples, which oould be appliod to bthe
intorpretation of any Literature, zye: 1) inteprnrataiion

must romembor the ebymology and usus loduondi of worday £)

woprds must bo btoken ln thely conbexty and &) onofs mataprial
principlo dovg LeVer coloy interpretation so that it milie -
tatos against the annlogy of faithe o shall show tho logle
Simacy of gash rulo and then llst passeges taken from Wite
neas books that show that these rules have been viclataed,
Wo shall not, of courne, 1iss all passages in thole books
that we fool ave incowrsct hermencutloslly, but ensught will
bo ilsted to show that the Secieby interprsters do ignore
hormonouiical rulas with & groat dasl of {raguencys

Phe firet peouisite of inberprstation is that the ine
bepprabar mish understand exactly what & given word meant at
the time and setting in which tha author used ite Any study
of Bibllica] interpretation miat recognize the fact that the
numen avthors of the Blble did not live in a vacuum bub
lived during o definite period of history when & word had a
specliic meaninge 4t 1s the tnsk of The exegete o determing
wheat that meanling was, -Knowledgs of word-mganing is only a
starbing point for proper exegesls, but it is a starting polins
bhab cannol be overlooked. 4t bimes the meanings of cortaln
words changed, ab bimes the wrilters of thoe Bible gave words

a spacial religious meaning, bub the hearers of the #ible
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wideestosd vhat the Word meant and 4L vaa vsaningfal end
wglovent to thome Tho Bibliuel writers used langhage as all
authars dog Lo convey thoughta, idons, and concepise I
wnat Duethermopre D rowmsmbsred thet tho Hew Tastoment write
ars wore groanbly influsnded by the Semitie language and the
Semitlie Lhoughbepattorne Thoily thinking was not Hellaniatic,
rushoy n:z.i;, with the pocsible excoption of Luka, thoughy in
Avarmice fny etymoiogionl study must hake this into acecount,
espacially when such words e "Gime", "wisdon", and "lmow®
apy conslderede.?

il

Wa fecd that the Wiitnessea have oiten overlooked the
aebynclogy of words and how & word was wped by a ssrskain
aubhore As we have seon, tho Witnessos dony Lthe renliity of
holi, fivst of all, bscause thoy foel it 1s unressonableei?
Therafore they abtonpt $0 gstablish thelr oun docitrine on
the basis of Scripburs, The Witnesszes colalm that the GOle
sept of hell in the Bible iz one of total extinstion rathep
vhan of punichmente Amos 9:2 is Quobed: "Though they 4lg
into hell, thonoe shall nine hand take theme™ &lso, "If
thine eye offend thes, it la botvor to plueck 16 oubt; it ls

hetber for bhee to enbter the Kingdom of God with ais ays,

SIbide, PDe 589=600e

, 10rab Goad Be True (Brooklyn: WHatch Tower Bibls and
Toact SOzievy, Lotnly Po 80
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then having twe oyos §0 bo oast Inko holl firss whers tholr
vorm dioth nob and the fira is not guanchede® {liavk 147,
48)s The Anos paasage 1a alloged Lo shaw that aince men
gan dig iato hell, it cnnnot he & lake of £iva, OF the
Mark passaga Hutherford anyas

"

A c¢loso examination of the text revenls that that
whlgh ia undying 18 not the ocroature bubk the worms

o o o Jdeans says nobhing abous creagwras being
sonscious and suflfering in the J.'iz\e.i

The wowrds ghool, hades, and gehenns must be studled

cbymoelogleally in oprdor to detormine the corpegitness op ine
sorvectnets of Husherfordls olaimse Cbhviously, ab times

sheol and hades sre uged to {desighate the state of death or

the grave (Psalm 16:103 Gonosis d7:353 Acts 2:87.81)e On
thie bunle of such pasasges thoe Witneases elsim that doath is
totel extinoticne But all Seripbturs doaling with the sheol
mast be examineds In Numbers 18:59 Kopah and his bend are
anid to have gono alive into shool, hanes in this passage
shegl cannot mean total oxtingtlonr. David, in Pgaln §,
apeaks of the judgnent of Cod upon the l:e.;:than and in verse
1% that the wicked shall be tuened into hell, The Witnesses
forget that the judgnent of God ia ebernal and that Godls
wrath shall be the punighmant .ox" noelle Obher instances in

the 01d Postasent whers gheol mush mean the wealm of Ghe

11&&0 5 Do "Go
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damnod aps Pealm 28503 30159 S1:173 A9:18.15: and 56215,
The contexi musgt dealde whioh eoncept the sushor had in
minde indas, the Sopbuaging wreanslation fop sheol, wust be
given the smme considereation in Lho lew Pastament, Thoere
axe instences whawe 1% cannot mean anything ':m.:; the placa of
dasnatlons, One such Instonce s Iuks 16:85 wlmm the »ieh
'3-2:‘.25 is vietured as looking up fram hell, bolng in tormente
the paanage leaves no room for Lthe Withess ldea of otal
exbinotione In Matihew 1L:28 and Iuka 10315 the contrash
batwaen hesven and hell aprg pictuwrod as conbrast betwaen tho
axtromas of happiness and despairet® (ehonns was alao used
in the Hew Ypstauent to plobure eburnal punishment (Matbhaw
5188503 10:28)e Uriginally tho term was applisd to a vale
ley near tho clity of Jerusalom whers the city offal wae
burned and the utter dejection 1L pilstured make it fitting
that 1t should be applisd to the future of the daumededl? I

is flso inferesting %o notae that the Jews, at Christ?s time,
balieved tha: hell was a place of gufferinget® Christ nowe

125chn Sehallor, Biblisal Christology (Nilwnukes,
sdsconsin: Horbuwosborn rapiishing House, 1819}y De 73e

A5 ghn ¥ueodors kuellor, Christian Dsﬂ%ﬁics, A Hande
book of Doatwinal Theglagx £on Fasﬁor' TS, LOGCHUTS, And Liye

ok (Ghe Lpiiss Concordie pPunlishing HOuso, 1834 ), De Blde

ida1prod .morsheim The Lifo snd Times of Josus tho
Messdeh (Crand Raplde, LHRT Wile Do SOraNany TibIiohe

ing Gompany, 19043), II, 280.
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whorg seld Chat they wove swonp, rother, such passages ne
ke 16 would ceprtalnly have astrougbthensd such bolisfs Oup
eonslusion is that the Wibnesses hove generalized unworpante
gdly on the meanlng of the terms and have overlocksd the
oralng thab the avthors meant thew $o have, which was also
the meuning the wpeople who heard the Apcstlos and Propheds
gove Lo the wolioe

"

Closely aligned with the VWitnese doctrine thet there is

ro holl L= the dovlrine theté man doss not hove an ismortal
soule Hhe Witnesses teach that man does not poasoss & soul,
he i v soule In oupporhk of thic thoy ilat cerinin passages
ne proofse %ind Jghovah Qod formed man of the st ¢ o o
and men BROARE = 1iving soule" (Genesis 2:7)e Since msn boe
vies & goul when Cod braathed into him, he cannot hove a
soul, he 38 a soulel® Ip uatthew 10388 Christ says that men
should nob fear them which kill the body bubt sz not able to
Kili the soul but men chould fear God who can deatroy both
the body and khe soul in hell. Since the soul will he doe
atroyod, according to Witnese destrine, the word “soul®™ must
moan, *ohe »ighb o 1ive"el® and levy s tribute unse the

Lopd o the men of war which want out o battle3 one soul

ibpis Houns Everlasting Lifs (Brooklyn: Watch Towor
Bible ofT Tract SOCLeGY, :cggﬁ g ite vle

i6lot God Be True, po 65




‘_l
i
kL] B HSSESLE

48
of Jivegelnmdred, both or popsons, und of busves, and of
asses, and of phoepe” (Humbors 31:£8)e %he Wlbnesses olalm
Ghat this passhge delinitely shows bhat snineds arc alsoc
sonds and mun lp no dilfevent Irom the animalael? wan then,
at douth, csassz to exist and poturns bo dust,

Any considoration of the term sounl musi teke inte
nosount the contoxte Admitiedly, at (imes the iera is nob
seb inte ancithesis ovor against the body o mon bab simply
#ofovs Lo nan as & humen bpinge Ung of the very passages
the Vitncssos use o abbonpt Lo disprova the sotualiby of
the soul shows it most conclusively, Kavihew 1lOi&8e In thias
vanssage Christ spoaks of the bBody and soul ag two different
sonesphne The two are plecsd ln antithesls ho esch obthew
ior men is presenced as being able bo kill the body bubt not
the soul, which wight iu reserved Lor CGode In denylng the
Lanoptality of bhe aoul the Wlbnasses aroe gulliy of the same
oppropr as the Sadducoes of Jesus! timee Ohrist said, "I am

the God of Abraham, and the God of Iseaac, and the God of

 Jdagobe God is not & God of Ghe dead buk of the living."

(Batthew 22:152)e llove the Loxd simply refeora to the Qid
Tostamont patrierchs as livisg though they bhad died doniwre

Loa helopde

ITIpldegy PRe 5InG0e
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& coge vhero the Wltnecsces boaldly ovorlook the abye
molopy of woprds Lo iR thelyr trontnent of the elilesia of
Fatthow i8:18el7y wheve Christ tolls men tou being grieve
ances to the eklklesla, The Socieby suys th.ui. thls cnnnob
raofor Lo Lhe congrogabion as Lredltionel Imtheran ocxogesis
had v:;ai.zrb:.e.irxz:dg.lﬁ' but Lo the Zheocracy or Lo the ropreosenine
tive of the J..-i,hnvuh Viitnoss organizabion in any nroellf
Such an Interprebatlon is lwmpossible Tor at Chrdstls time
RO suoh organization existod and hense the passega would
have been uainbollipgible to the henrers of Christls wordse
Wnile the disciples did nob alunys fully wnderaband Fully
dant Chrelat seld, lo nover allowed thew to put wrong ideas
into practles as thay 41ld the divactive of the okklesiae
The Witness intavprobution of John H5:l6 is anothor exeample
off the Sooielyts fallure Lo appreclats the ebymology of
worlise Uhrdst Iin this pnssnzge sald shat God loved tha world,
But Witnoszes do not holieve that CGnd loves 21l the people
in the world so that thoy interpret this Pworld" as refarring
o tho new Ywoprld" thal Johovan will establish aftor Armee

paddone=0 We muet turn thelr spgunent ageinst them for this

18, i, Comobner, Outlines of Dootrinal Theology
{86, Loulss Councordia TUDLLSALLE HOUGE, hete)p Pe wUSe

A9rhis Ngene Lverlasuing Life, Pe 190
#Oigh Qod Bo Trun, De AEDe
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interprotation would have mads the natssaga meaninciess o

tho disciples since Shay had nevor haard of the now Twoplia®

wihilch the Witnoszen proclalmg

i

The Witnasses alao elaln o £ind Seriphural proofs for

-

Ghale doctrine thait Chelst 1a o creatwra, But an exaninge
slon of thale allegad peoofs shows a mudbar of asbviously ine
eonpach insarprataclonds. Upe of the passgagan which they
adduse ig Movelatlon d:l4d; "Theose things galth tha Anang

w

aha falthiul and tewe wibneas, %ho beginniang of Ghe crastion

a0 Gote™ Accopding to Lhio Witnessss, this pasusgs proves
Uhat God eroabod Uhpias Liest, bolore the »ost of orgatione
ianee, Chrlst is not oqual with Jehovah, the Gponbore™ To
undansband the passage corrocily we wust sonsider dolnla use
S

af apxee Iy can, of course, have & pursly temporal mesning

ns tho avkhop of Lsf God y_g_ Zrug hus taksn 1L, Bub such an

inbermretation milisstas agninat other eoles» pasasges of
Soripburs phors Christ i1s 3sid o be overlasting and ale
mightye (lohbmawa 1Y:8)e Curpast mesning in this instence
muat be the moaning pivon by Thayer, "that by which anythling
bogins to be, the orizin, active slauaos"@® Muis ia alse

in hermony with Hebrews 1l:l0-12 whera hesven and sarth ard

letﬂ.&a, Po “Es

“igomenh Eoney Thayer, A Groekelngiish lLexigon of Lho
gy Destament {Hew York: AnSrifEn B Onpanyy MG g Do 8ko



L -

YRR Y |

/%) BN ARELISS Ie e

b A e e e

7 h 8
sald o bo the work of Chwnistto handae  Soxipturs rmab gle
ways ha omploysed %o deternine bhe meanlag of the wonds n:;S.‘
Seriphuea, Jolnl 131 ip tradleioonily eonaidoprsd to be one
of the oclear pRsscges concorning the ebopnlty and dolty of
Chrlst, Thls the Wibtneanos douys HAccording o them, the

fact thnt the article dogas not occewsr in tho words Imi theos
w8 unptbemmrdes &

-3k O 1osos proven thiat Vhrdst was not the God but B 1500

e -,

S Gevll is also a god, for hio is so sallod in & Coprinihiens

3%
i ow gt o
et

Conserning the absgace of the artisle in this pafe
aage It must bo pememberad that L the Hoina Croalk the pro=
gonce Ooff susencs of the ppiicla dosr not have tho =ignilie

gunge Lt bhad In elaapic Greacks In this popbionliar instance

o
(ryalol
LU

Gpoagl: places thoe emphasis m the quelitrbive aspact of
the noun ralthen than on mere ldenbllye Tla 1z sspsoinily
brus since btha elouss e prepositional (&4

A Tiunl passage which we shall considsyr stymologlenlly
iz Ghe VWitnoess interprotations of Honans 18:81el3tds Afe
gording %o the Witnesses the civll meglstrates ave moprely
gyrbols of the devil and Paul would nowhsere urge subjection

0 Ltho devil, A1 elvil zovarnments eve undor the power and

B3 ,01 Cod B3 Trun, pPe S8elo

241, Lo Dane and Julius Re Santey, 4 Hanual Gremoag
of the G;aof: How Testament (New Yorks Tho SOl LEa
Udpity, d0%7 Jp Dbe A40m0Us
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influence of the devlle Ilbaos, this peasnge dons nob rge
fer o the govermment bul e Chelst; He is the "highey
poworae® A muiber of vonucns welks sueh an insarpootution
imposgibloe Tn i Sthe powers are palorred o ln the plure
8ly as Yruleps', oud sgein in %7 the plursal cécurse Varse
soVen spanis of pendering custo (Gexes) to Sheaq powsrns
Cartalnly any Lirad cenuuey Chelstian could gob no othep
meaalng fran this than thmt Paul wanbed his ﬁwifsi:-—.n:; L0
pay thale twkes and bo obsdlent subjecls, Many othey gy~
aunples sould e cléed whdch would alse ghow thoak the Jehos

Witneassea nisinbororst Seripbure by overlooking tha ety

-
e

b
mology and usua logwondd of wordse Bui eny cthey axmaplos
we would eite would show nothlng new, it would be merely
papititouss Wa fool That snough exXasples have beoen oited
to ahow conolusively thet the Witnsozas :4:‘.6.51@121&1::-; fiodta
Worde :

The inserproter must furthormore always consider the
gontoxzt of words and passapes fov nobt every wind hasg the
same weaning every time it ccours in Seripturce Cloay oXe
amaples of this would be the wmeanlag of such words as elkloe
2is, logos, sheol, slaim, and pistise Yhe meaniugs of

thoso words may vary with the difforont euthors and even in

Phnis Monns Xverlasbing Life, Ple 105«7.
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difforont sochions Ly §lg sang sublior, Mg ecobbaxt wash
deterning the autnorts noaninge Thorelens, fisst of all
“he lmmedliato sontoxt of the word mist bo uelsn into oo~
aideration, than, porhape, the scoelbilon of Gho Look, thon the
entinre book or the authore For oxeample, vhon Pavl sponks of

i g s 3 yn FiN = I m= Ean o~ = e BT SN =
plohls he usunlly yelfegrs Go fiauela, *hio is usurlly the

case Ln Lis genoral epletlene, Ao B ruley in hins pastornl
oplogion, a Aiflorent monning 1s ovideni, that of a convige
tion, bellofy or oreeds®6 (uly the context csn be used to
aoberning the exmab msaning lntendsd, hoice it is lmportand
ciont poesege b9 kspt in thelyr gontaxt, To talw a word op
press oub of 1o conboxt ls Lo walke the author S8y GOHGw
thing thut he did not mpan to sayes It is mmidng Godts Word
say what man would have LG say rather than letsling Godis
Word ltaclf spoake, True interpretaiion, bocsuze it demands
submission Lo the Word, deys nevor formulato a doctring and
shon 1look for a proof from Scripture by tearing pascages oub
of tholr contexb. W sghall clibs numerons smumples which we
belicve will show bhat the Wiitnons intorproters have taken
words opr pazsages ous of thedr context and have trled to

prove ¢ point from those wmubilated portlons of Sorlptunae

This sppiics especlelly to thele was of figwablve portlons

26ynayar, ope ghlies Pe UhEe
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of Serdpbure whldh thoy intspreet Usernlly, rnd tholy wip
of litorel or hiatoric ssstions which Sher Ingsrpeat fige
wrativelye :

hen an hisbordle gvent ls pletuced in Seripture we have
ne right to sey 4% i2 allegivin unless some postion of Soripe
turs diracts ua to -f.'-.’znt and. At the ammp tlms, oang DoMe
Blong off Scpiptinre are slleporls op fipwontive, as tho parae
bles nf Josua, and eve not o ba taken hlstorically, Any
athennt o interpest flmeative povblons literally o litore
ad porbliona figwraiively is Goaping those passages oub of
g goutext in wihieh thoy wore welitene An ozsaple of the
lotbor Lo the Witness treabnent of the histovile fiswss, Jdohie
We see bold that Jeht was an admirable charpsshor becnuss he
dvave fuelonaly (2 Qngs 9:16)e Thus he iz sald to prefigvre
Christ bessuss Ghrlst sdao moved fesh when ongerede He Is
suppased o be one of Ghe ouistandipg 0ld Tostament ficures
becauss ke foushit tho Beal-wopshlphsrs. Banl foday iz rée
uraseniod by opganized Protostonbtism end the Honan Oatholle
Chuvshe®?  dhua & man, bevsuse he dvove fest and fought Baal
i8 §o vo aduired and @ typs of Chiish, Sueh an inborprotte
tion cannot bo dofondad basause God nowhsrs $olls us thaet ke
was & type of Uhriste Thne condition of Frotestaatism today
op of the Romen Chuwsh is hu;:dly guaparable o a situation

ET5y de Hubhovfopd, Riches (Brooklyn: Latoh Towor Bible
and Tract Scoloty, 19563,"5;?.%&-80.
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that cbialnod many yoarz bolore Chrdsoh. Sapipturs sloo
alntn Jghe aa o owil Tlgwre, tellling us thet he wes sn
fdolatior and disohodiont %o Godls caminds, His end was
dlagruce (8 Xingn JO:80.,01)s Anutlor sxample of the Wite
noapes Linborppeting lizternl seatlons of Seripturs Fliparas
tively s thels tvenimont of Sha word "dey%. Accarding to

the Wilnessen, the wopd "doy™ L& symbolie in many instances
of o long perdind of bime, usually & thousand yenrs.. This
Intorprotntlion 1o hnged on 8 Feter 5:8, "Ono day with the
opd, s g 8 thousmyd yoAra, sind o fhousand yenrs 1s o8 a

CROST

days™ Ju the bisis of thin pasasage the Witneuses clain

shab the woeld wme wob epreated In six days bub six thougand

venrse Tho sevonbh day ls Godla porlod of »ast and has eXe

bended over n lengay popricd of himo.RB8 In doaling with such

an inlerppragbatlon wo mant ecomomben that the Jaws whie rend

ones? wopds hnd no peason Lo interpret Thom othex than the
way they read, that CGod grsated the windd in alx days and

woated on the meventh, that eaoch day roprescnted the tradie
tlonnl twenty-four hour day thoy knéwe If, in lHozoa'® write
ings, the word "day" meant o longsr poriod of ilme, Geoneals
734 oould have no meaning whatsoover when ib speaks of rain

for forty deys, and nlghts, Even in Gopesis 2 the days oxo

20705 God Ba Toue, PR LG5w-Ge
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clorely dafinsd in the wopds,™ and the ovonding and the
ioening wore the flrat dap,™ lHenes the argemant Calls stye
maloslenllys At the atmo £lmn $he Withass oxagonls 1z fale
loglous vhan the soubezt of the 2 Psbor puasagh 18 consldone
aC Por that section is neprely showing tho etarnity of God
aad Bt God's veliong cennob be neasured as uants actions,
Ii bas no voflereicd Lo ergation ov %o Lime, lsnce tho Wite
nossos ave Lo &opuassige oulb ol consext o -.. LLompt Lo
pove R polnte

It Lo vsually o pmoconceived notlon thay deives men to
tenx passs, ., os o of thele contaxt, Oae such exuspla of
this iz the Witnass treatmont of Cenesls 11719, Xn this
vazzegn God denled Adam the plonsures of the Gaprdsn and Guve
ned the ground fop hils gakee liz was also told thet he would
roturen Lo dusts On the basiz of this passage the Vitnenses
woltlid have us boliove that Adam has alreedy bagn judced snd
will yemain in the grave forevers Thoy alse fesl thathils
cin was po greal thora ceould be no wodempbion for hime A1
men will be given only one chance to be saved ané bogeuse
Adsm had his chanse, he is destroyed alrecdy Fov chernitys=0
This ie conbrary to Scripturs for we ayg told That all menr

will wotrn 4o dust and ail will be relsed, and especlally

“J ui&a, Feo 54 247
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is it contrary to the immedinte context. Genmesils 3:18,
the protovangel, clearly is a promise of God to Adem and kve
that redemptlon was for them alnc.o0

Some of the VWitmess interprotetions are faulty on more
than one ccunt as more than one hermonsutical rule is often
dlgsarded in the trestment of a single passage. One example
of this i1s the Witness use of 1 Peter 531, "I, too, am an
clder men like them."®l Phis is to show thet in the 144,000
are some men who are older and heve hesn put indo positions
of auvthorlity. Honce eleotions in the theocratic organlzation
and in the local Witness groups are 50 be "from the Top sic
doune ™2 Such en ianterpretation is fanlty first of all bow
causo it dess not recognize the true mesaning of presbuterocs
which the Xing James Version has translated as Foldex®,
Thayer points cut that thls terr was used &t times synonye
ﬁuusly with eplskopos end referred to the rulers of the local
akklesia and stressed merely the dignity of the office and
not the functione3® The term had become 8 titla and had 1lite

tle refersnce to the age of the »uler. Hsnoe the Witness

S0Infra: pe 61.-

3ljow World Translation of the Ghristian Greck Sorip-
SUres.

S29nls Hoans kverlasting Life, p. 129,
35‘1‘hﬂ'yer, op. 8ite, Po 8536
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interprohabion 1s wrong esymologicallys AL the some Lime
tho pessage hnas boon taken oubt of its context whon applisd
Y0 o gecup a8 Ghe 144,000 for the ontiro ssctvion danls with -
ths looel congragetlon and its probleomae ‘hewe is no vefere
anse to @ heavenly organization as the Witness 144,000,
Thua we fool that the Witnezsos olsarly tear passages out
of thelr conboxt when Hthsy try o eshoblish a Biblleal proof
Tar cortaln doobrinos, -

barmoneuntics may bs viewed in Shiee conconbric circlomg
the eirple of languaze, the oi»clo of hlshory, snd tha eipcle
of Seriphurne®® The clrole »f languags somrssponds to the
ohymology and usage clessiflcablon We have considerad, the
clrals of histopy B0 the confext heéading, and the olrels of

Seripsura sorppaponds Lo the category we have chosen o call

the analogy of faith, Such a concentrlc aystom has a groab

denl of merli Lo 1L in that it cleayxly ohiows the differont
arona of thought and fash with which the intorproter must '
donle Bub oven under such a systen thore ars example of nise
intovpratation that wonld fit under mave than one olwvela, for

f mishake in ono aren gonerally leads o mlstakes in Othep

aveas ng walle In thoory it Ay be poasible to make cloare

SAiraansmann, Ops Glbe, PPe 598, 6oL, 738,
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e¢ub categories; in astual practice that js nobt 30 easys

Wo raweb keap in mind thai these distinetlons gannot always
ba fully applieds Whias ls also twue of our lack cotegory,

the elpals af ferlpture, op 85 we have chosen to desipnate
it, the snnlogy of falthe

True theology wist g proceived from the Words Auy
g:r.*-.no‘lus.;sr wuab deborming wl%.h? the VGord gaye and no deotpine
dnre Do Foprodetod thet Lo ot Pound in Seriphuraee Ihus,
58 a theologioal systom would sey Whabt God hated the world,
vo could polnt to John 2118 whedps we mre told thet God loves
tho worlde The oreor would bo cesily discernsdi. Interpratoe
tion and Cfommulabion of doctzmine 16 not slways thut onsy hove

vor, for cloar words of Scripturs have not bhosa found 60

)

covar every ldsa theb nea have teled to propotud as Sopipe

bupnl thaeolopys It iz noeessary to vemomber fhat not only

the oleoar words of Sariptvre st be considored, but alse

[

nah the spizxlt of the wored daxe nob be violated. The ine
Boppreler must keop 1n nind thet Seriptuve in & wnis ond

sll intorprotation muet sgree with the falth in Christ,

True interprotation dsmenda humble falth, honose & novise gane
ot b & pollishion exopdice -’é‘mﬁual\;mdarstmding af ths

words of Seripturve cmst he conpled with underatanding of tho
Chrish Who pedesmed elao the internrotere Hanl!s subjective

thought rmuat be shwmeds Tho provlem diminishes in propore

POy Sy L v
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t4on to the emount the word has spoken to the interpreter
through falth in Christ, YSranzmann quotes irans Pleper as
saying that any inbterpretation not dore in faltk iz not ine-
terpretation bub Srlticiam.55 Interpretation will always ree
waln a charisma and only by the Holy Spirit will the iutere
preter retain the unity of Seripture.S® We have ssen 1u the
segcond chapter that the Jeshoveh VWitness theology is nob
Christoecentric. The same iz true of their interpretation,
and a8 thelyr theology necessarily is in error becauss of a
false vreference, so thelr exegesis errs because it is not
Christecontered, The center of their theology is the Thece
cracy, and vhile all Christian oxegesis cemters in the ro=
demption by Chrlst, the Scciecty centers interpretation in
the Theocracy. Hubherford says:

Reason chould always be employed in the examination

of Soriptural guestions., Sound reason and the Scripe

tures are necessarily ln acsord., 'Come, now, and lst

us roason togsther, saith the Lord,! (iaaiah 1;18).

As our vision of the divins plan enlarges, we can

see a soripture for every step and eveory developmont

in the divine arrangement.®
Our objecition iz based on the point that'the Soclety first
‘of all uses reason to formulate its chlef dostrins, that of
the Theocracy, and then trles to £ind a "scripture” to try
t0 prove lt. Thus Witness interpretation is contrar& not

only to the spirit of Scripture but also U0 the letier.

%Tem, 9D _0_1_'_‘5_0. PPe 449_-51.
Lot God Be True, P. 3la
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Gonesis S:19, acoording 4o Wibnesn dootrine, does nob

rofer primarily to Goist bub 40 the orgeniustion God has

sob uwp bo witness ills Thootrudye 651:;*1&'& 'ax.w WOreLy ropree
songative of the opganimation and wes ¢ pass the besh plven
Him by dJdshoveh, Hgouuss Uhrlsh pasged (he test, wankind has
the pight o lives"® Christ then is bhe Hype of the opganle

zebion end the orgunisablion joina Chvdst In rausalng theo

yorid for Jdehoveh by glving up the =igeb Lo live. Such an

-’I

inserprotetion nob only robs Chrlst of the honor dSuc Lim as
the only Redsomer of mankind, bul also ls conitpary to oloay
wordas of Goplpbturee Faul suys thol the promise of bhe aiaed
wnh made o byve and subaaguantly ropsated to the patriarshs,
winich sced is Ohrlate” {(Galntians $:18)e Ive also considore
b thiab the wrobevangel refepywd 0 an lndividusl rathor than
%o an opganlzetion for she named her Llrst son Caln, meoaning,
"1 have a men, the Lorde" (Genasla &:1)e She lntopypreted
tha pronise corpectly in that she concludad thab thrsgzgh hop
the Man would gome who was Lo be tho Loxrd, she applisd it ine
corractlys. The Hibnosses have nlsinterpretade Another OXe
ample of this occurs in the Witnass trdatment of the tew
basileds, which is equatod with the Theceracye Thus, when

in Meochew 9:& Christ spesks ol the kingdom of God belng =k

hand, the ¥ituesses cleim Lhat mesns that vhe Theoorusy was

vb'a.t i loans lverlastlng uife, ppe dBede
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not far off in point of time.59 It must be remembered that
the kingdom refers primerily to God's gracious rule on the

heaxrte of men and that was certalnly at hand when Christ
- spoke the words, The Scolety oclaims that heaven is a fig-

ment of the imaglnation because the Lord!s prayer proves
that the Theocracy must be on earth for "thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven"” follows immedistely after "thy
kingdom come®.20 Traditional Christianity admits gladly
that God rules the earth, we also know that such is His will,
but t0 say that the passage must refer to the Theocracy is
unfounded exegeals.

A glaring example of the Soclety's material prinelple
coloring its exegesis is found in its treatment of Luke 23
4%, 8Since the Witnesges teach that when 2 men dies he' returns
to dust and can weach heaven only on & spirit plane, this
passage has proved particularly difficult to them. Ruther-
ford translates 1t ass "Poday I say unto thee (that 1is,

I am saying it now, this day) Shalt thou be with me in para=
dise?"4l Even members of the Society have recognized that
this translation is untenable and the position is now ehanga«:'
ed, Although Rutherford was reooén!.zed as an amanensis of

39Let God Be True, p. 124.
401bid., p. 260
4lputherford, Riches, D. 183
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Jehovah, A more recent puelication eiimlnates the “today”
albogather, thus ollminating the dadrfiovlsye, The elai.m is
mada Ghuh sush 4 vransiasion s legitinsto becauss an ane
clent “yplan manwesrlpt doca wob bave the somepone%® Nastle

hap the geoseron although he refors to Mapreion'ts manusoripd

(]
- L)

doss w0t hays lbe™ iapticnfs manuseript, hardly to

wWiilsn

be oxlled LSyeiac, ls the leaat ageophable meanuscript, sendly
OO GRiETEriaey iR Tnnet aosepbabla-manugasint: of
all Jop Lo gonsglously changed the text of the Yord Lo £it
nin Bhooldgye He avbempled to reomove fron the toxbe any
peferencse o 014 Testament ﬂﬂf‘ﬂe‘?i‘:f-ﬁg Oupr crdficiasa 1z thab
the onolee of texts was ovviously made Lo sonfopm to thelr
dogteine, not with other elear words of Serinfiura,

It will bg peadily soon on the basls of tho axmnples
cited that the Jdehovahte Wiitnasses will lntorpret Seripburo
$0 it thelir own pecullier dostrinese. .Is iz o truism thuat
one can ind Bible Paepagos Lo prove nlmost snything if one
fe wiliing to overlook proper hermensutlenl procedurs. O

ohaoge f8 that the Witnesses have dcne just thate In cone

clusion wo must pamomher that the Snaloby la anhie-Lrinitars-

B e e € e SR m e PR d W e
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4lisatlo, Eberhurds Gme'.l‘ ifow Teatonent, bdited lith
Coltienl sppansius, Kovised BF “owin as & (SLTCCEArsS |
Friva Wivbbe sibalanstalt, 1956), De 22%e
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dany, the Sosiety dendes Lhe lgliy of fhrist, hento it cane

not be enlled & Vnpistinn sceletye Althougk it olaims to

have sunpork fror the Bible, we heve sgen thet this La en

wifounded cloim end mist ba digregnrdad as falses ALl this

shows how impossible it is to disouss thaologicsl matters
with bhe Witnesses for thoy do nob speal the theologloal

longunge spoken by those with faith In Chelsbt,; and Che epw
vors found throughout the Soclety ere traceable o the faot
that they do net regard Christ as thely allegufiicient

S
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