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rey 
native-born children of junior high school age participated in fenily 

‘Prayers. The same is taus of family Bible reading. While ‘trenty—tno 

per cent of the rural fenilies still read the Bible, only ten per cent 

of the urban Tomi Led Ade ‘In general, then, the former functions cE the 

fanily have been ost altogetior or have been rainy changed. 

trend reward Companionship Marriage 

. With the decline of 50. any. of the former functions of the fmuy,    
an increased emphasis is given ‘to those which remain—nenely,. t 

ality functions of the family. This is expressed particularly int the: 

giving and receiving of affection, and in the mtual adjustment o ‘or the 

_ various parts of the family to one another. - = * 

The basic thesis of Burgess, for example, in all of nis writings : 

about the family is that the nodera family is progressing ‘toward hat he 

terms a “companionshio" form of organization, This means that there is 

a novement away from the "noth tutional family, which was characterised 

" by the father being the absolute heads Now there is @ more "democratic" 

arrangement in which the husband. and wife ‘are equals. Usually the child, 

too, is permitted to assist in making decisions which affect the entire 

_\ familys The basis of this, pe of emerging marr laee 2 is romance. and per= 

craig adjustment. ‘ oe 2 : 

“Thus when Burgess and: cotter began their study of success in 

; ‘marriage, they set up marital adjustment” as the criterions Their 

  

_estions, dealt with agreenent, common interests and cctivities, e Se 

ee 

    

: Ble we Burgess and Les. Cottrell, Predicting Success ¢ or. Failure, 
= in neziage (New Yorks Pgntige fall, Inces 535) oe One oe 
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demonstration of affection, dissatisfaction ‘and feclings of unhappiness. 
Lewis Termand2 also used "mard tal happiness" as the criterion in his study, 

euploying many of the questions used by Burgess and-Cottrell. 

What are the necessary prerequisites to happiness in pct a ‘companion- 

chip warriage? Katherine Davies in an early study atnoovered itappter 

   
not seperated or divorced, (ey. ‘Sex eduaation “learned ieee mother 9 or from 

books, (d) education Barcel ‘the high school level, (e) attendance at. ‘chureh 

“ three to four times a month, (£)» attendance at Sunday School “beyond thie” 

Gighteenth year, and (g) being: ‘roared in a rural commun ty 74. ; : 

The following characteristics have been given of the modern ‘catty 

(1) Freedom of choice of a mate ‘on the basis of romance, companion= 
ship, soa ae aaetage and common interests; (2) independence-from their 
parents after marriages. (3). the assumption of equality of ‘husband and 
wife; (l) decisions reached by discussion between husband and wife in 
which children participate. increasingly with advancing ages and (5) 
the maximm of ee for its members, consistent with the peck toring 
oz fanily objectives.2? 

Although the sige of the average family has decreased in both rural 

and urban areas, the decline has been much greater in the urban-areas.. 

  

sho... S@henis me Terman, peyebois al Factors in Marital Happiness, (New 
‘York: KeGraw-Hill Book Coes Inc NGes 8). 

-> + | 53xatherine B. Davis, Factors in the Sex Life of ‘Twen Sah) Ee undred 
xeon Quoted in Burgess and led 2 Op. Cites Pe HOO. 

  

       
   

  

Sh xs Clarence We Schroeder; Divorce ina griy. of of 200,000 Post 9° 
ie usted in Burgess and Locks s: gps. ott. «3 De 

Srna, ppe 21-22.    
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The following chart summarizes the relative decline: 

Average Size of the Family in the United States 

“Year Urban. Rural. Rurel-Farn —-Rural-Nonfarm 

-. “‘Igho 361 > son h.25 “3.78 
1930 397 2. 4.29 4.57 . 399 ee 

1920 4.2 * © 4.5 om — = 

1910 re —. ye 
(*pata not available.)56 

Disorganization of Families : 

It is inevitable that a certain amount of disorganization will result 

from this shift in both the structure and function of the family. Indus- 

trialization has destroyed the former sentimental and abcmath relationship 

between the employer and the worker's family. The transplanting of the 

rural and European family into the soulless city mst also be taken into 

account in order to reach a complete understandings Wirth speaks. of the 

 



s : Sociology, (Hew Yorks Henry 
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: 2,200,000 families were atsmupted at any one time in the county: Cities 

-have roughly trice as many: broken homes as have rural areas. This is 

4 true for two reasons. In the first Place, many who are widowed: or 

  

divorded in the country move to te city. .Secondly, the’ actual nmber! of 

aivorcee granted in matropal atari areas is considerably Larger. ‘Sorokin 

and Zinmerman came to the Gonclusion "that in practically all countries 
  

the divorce rate has been higher in the urban than in. the rarel population 

and that the agricul tural class has rates for divorce posathly’ Lover than 

any of the large urban ocoupationel classes."59 3 ug 

The graph below shows the divorce trend in the United stateni? 

Divorces per 100 Marriages in- the United States 

  

2e@   

  

  

  

           1tte Ta00 : 10 2 14Re 188 a 1940 eka eeaeeg oa 

    
   

59pstarim Sorokin and G:.C, Zimmerman, Principles of Rural-trban = 
Ee and G5: . 9 De 

pings geley. Davis nghiidren of Divorced Parents," Law: and. conteprasy 
Protons, (19bh), Pe ma. soured in Burgess and Locke, 0) SB Site. Pe 
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In this graph tm facts berome evident. First of all, there is 

: decided upward trend. ‘The- ‘divorce rate has averaged a three per. cent 

increase every year since the Givil War, a total of six hundred. per cent. 

From 1900 to 1910 the population increased 73 per cent; marriages. 
increased 128 per cents and divorces 37h per cent....There are 
glove to four million-divorced persons in the United States, MOTCs.« 
eno e number of inhabitants in our land during Revol 2 

  

: tines. a RE 

“Secondly, we note fron this graph that divorces ‘tend. to: decrease in 

sae of depression and war’. and increase in periods of prosperity and 

following a war, It is noteworthy that there has been little change in 

recent years in the percentage of divorces in which there are : children 

involved. eee ek ne z 

‘From 1887 to 1931 the engus report.on marriage fared divorce''s     
    that in only two-fifths of the. cases are children involved. . 

nations are possible. Perhaps. ‘the presence of children makes the’ parents 

  

unwilling to seek divorce. : Possibly the courts are less willing to grant 

Givorces in which children will be involved. Or it could point. to a: ss 

third factor——that those parents who have children seek to demonstrate 

  

that they are ready to accept the full responsibility of married ite.62 

Although it is difficult to establish absolute causation, there. is a 

definite correlation of divoree with urbanization, cnployment of women, 

- and economic production. There is a negative correlation with the birth 

: rates. This means that divorce is more frequent when large numbers of 

women are employed outside the home. There are fewer divorces in times 

  

  

  

- Glgaset a. Werner, oseoulariem and the Home," ‘edited a by J qe Rs t epdhiay 
op eit thts, Re 275.6 : 2 ae i a ae i 

Ee ates and et ope Soles Be 558 ff. oe ; ae 
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Be of depression while the rate increases in periods of protpechtys. |     
times’ and places of o high rate of birth, the divorce rate is 10n.63 

In summary, the following, factors seem to contribute to: the: inereased 

divorce rate in the United States. (1) Liberal. divorce Jegisiation—in 

comparison with the other nations, the United States ranks first: "among: 

‘the three highest in perc " stages of Brvordes yet this hardly. answers ae 

  

      
   

  

‘underlying situation. It may. ly become a case of Logomachy. ‘Since 

: the Irash Free State, for sxanple, has no divorce Taney: no. aivontes can 

    
‘be granted. (2) The attitude of: the church is important: In’ 

Gatholic countries have a lower divorce rate than the predominantly 

Protestant countrics Oh the Sppoel tion of the Church of England to 

  

divorce is thought to be responsible for the lower divorce rate ‘in an 

7) 

(3) Rural areas in which there is greater cultural homogeneity of the, 

ai
e 

de
 

people have lower rates. m8 attitude of the people theuselves in such 

areas is against divorce. These differences then in the mores affect the 

legislation. (lh) The most important factor in the United States: since 

1900 seems to be mobility. A more compLete discussion of this Beane will 

occur later in ths chapter. ais pe : 

Basic in viswing the disorganization of the family is then nex status 

Of women. The modern world has aoe it possible for ne. entrance, of 

  

  

momen into industries foruer ; manopellised by men. World Ver L gare: 

‘ stens of the equality of sexes nenely, 

  

    

             

63 oe Ae Queen, We Be Bodenhafer and Es Be Harper, Social 0 rganiabion 
‘at a asrpstisetions (New zor 2a Y. Crowell Co.;"! . 

: : has: appt 
in our culture, see the encyc’ ical. see Pius xty Gasti com —— 
A Guess and Grumer, OPe Cites PPo 551~3- 
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