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: 'marr:.age, they set up “marital adjustmmt" as the eriterion. Their
: -questions. dealt with ayeament, common interests and aetiv:l.tiu, P

A
nativé-‘oom children of junior high school age participated in ferily

'prayers. The same is t.rue of farily Bible reading., While twenty-two

par cent of the rural rami.lies still read the Bible, only ten par cent

.of the urban i‘amili.es doe In gmaral, then, the former mnctions of the

family have been 1oat. altogather or have been radically chanrred.

'r-rend Toward Companionship Marriage
. ¥ith the decline of so man;'r of the former functions of t.l'ie :E'amily,
an increased emphasis is give!i to those which ranain-—namely, ﬂ:,e person—
ality functions of the family. This is expressed particu}.arly in tha
giving and recei.vinF of a.ffection, and in the mutual adjusment of tha

_ varlous parts of the family 'bo one another. -

The basic thesis of Burgess, for exampley in a11 of hia wr:l.tinos
sbout the family is that the modern fanily is progressing tuma:rd wha’o he
terms a "companionship“ form of organisation. This means that there is
a movement away rrom the Ninst.ibut.ional" family, which was characteri:ed

" by the father being tae absqlute heads HNow there is a more "democraticn

arrangement ‘in which the husband and wife are equals. Usually the child,
too,' is permitted to assist in making decisions which affect the entire

.family. The basis of this type of emerging marriage is ‘Tomance and par-
2 2 sonatl.it.y adjustment. Bl ' £ '

“ Thus when Burgess and "Cottrel15l began thelr stndy of smcass :ln

= in uan-i.gga, (New York: Prenti.ca-ﬂal'l: I

511:‘:. V. Burgess and Le S. cottrell, Predic t:l.n SMG;BS or F-aﬂure



el Women, Quotad in Burgess anE I.ocEe, op. )e Citey cit., P. 456,

L E S
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demonstration of affection, dissatisfaction -and feclings of unhappiness.
Lewis Termadse also used "marital happiness" as the criterion in his study,
employing mamr of the questu.ons used by Burgess and-Cottrell.

’a.’ﬁ'xat are the nucessary prerequisites to happiness in such a eompanion-
«hi.p marriage? Katherine Ua.vis-’3 in an early study discovered happier
marr:.agas whoen the wife had more than a high school education, 'uas .tn gnod
health when she married, and report.ed no sex relations bafore. marr:.age.
In a st\xdy of urban divorca among a low incoms group, a correlaﬁon was
found between happiness and (a) lmp‘pinus of parents? marriar'e.,% (b) pal'ents
not separated or divorced, (c) sex education learned .from mot.her or 1'r.'om
books, (d) education beyond ‘the high school level, (e) attandance at. ehnrch

“ three to four times a month, (1‘) -attendance at Sunday School beyond the
cighteenth year, and (g) baing reared in & rural comunity.ﬂ' : .

The following charaotaristi.cs have been given of the modern familys

(1) Freedom of cholce of a mate ‘on the basis of romance, companion=-

ship, compatibi.lity and common interests; (2) independence from their

parents after marriage; (3):the assumption of equality of ‘husband and
wife; (L) decisions reac"xed by discussion between husband and wife in

which children participate. increasingly with advancing age; and (5)

the mascimum of I‘reedc? for its members, consistent with the ac‘u.ev:lng
of family objectives. 5

Although the sisze of the average family has decreased in both ru.ral
and urban areas, the decline has been much greater in the urban-areas,.

- - 5% awis K. Terman, Psycholo al mtors in Marital Happiness, (New
.York: McGraw=Hill Book Coe.s I NCes 8Y.

53xatherine B. Davis, Factors in the Sex Life of Twent:r-'rm Hundred

514
Clarence Ve Schroedar, D:I.vorce in a cig of 100,000 E 9-
Qunted Ain Burgess and Locke, op. ﬂ., De

sjs-sﬁ.d_.’ PP. 21-22.
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The following chart summarizes the relative decline:
Average Size of the Family in the United States

Year Urban Rural Rurel-Farm ~ Rural-Nonfarm
. 19k0 36 ¢ e b.25 3.78
1930 39T 5l !l029 h.57 3+99
1920 h.z ' - h.s —— —

1510 Hes G ki - =

(*pata not ava.’n.la'ble.)s6

Disorganization of Families

It is inevitable that a certain amount of disorganisation will result
from this shift in both the structure and function of the family. Indus-
trialization has destroyed the former sentimental and eeonnmi.e relationship
between the employer and the worker'!s family. The transplanting of the
rural and European family into the soulless city must a‘.lso be taken into
accmmt. in order to reach a complete understanding, ﬁi.rth spealm of the
ci.ta' as the place not on:l,y 'lrhere large numbers of peop].e l'he Vbut also

stresses "the most eutraord:lha:y het.erogene'ltv in almost aurychnracter—

. istic in which human beings*can differ from one another,n27




aeA G

ociolog, (Nu York: nenry Holt and co-. : s De
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. 1,200,000 families were dismptod at any one time in the connh'y. Citlies
. _-have roughly twice as manybrokon homes as have rural areas, 'rhi.s is
-- true for two reasons, In the first place, many who are w!.doned or

d!.vorced in the countary mova to the city. .Secondly, 'I'he nntual mmbexr of

divorou granted in metropolitan areas is eonaiderably ].argar. Soroki.n

and Zi.maman came to the oo-lolusion fthat in practically 311 countri.as

the divorce rate has been higher in the urban than in the rural population

and that the agricultural claas has rates for divorce posai.bly ldwer than

any of the large urban occuoational classes 59 _ :
Tae graph below shows ‘the divorce trend in the United States:® -

Divorces per 100 _Harﬁages_ in-the United States

1Tt 1900 lﬁo ’N 9% J93e an'o ;

'L

59Pitirin Sorckin and c.vc. zimmnn Principles of Rural-ﬂrbm

-

69 tngrley Davis, "Children of Divorced Parents,” Law and conw‘
Pmb].ms, (19!['4), De %11. ’J,"-oted in Burgesa and I.OGkG’ _g¢_ft., Pe
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In this greph to facts becone evident. First of all, there is @
décided upward trend. The" divorce rate has averaged a three per cent,
i*'.craase every year since the Civil Wary, a total of six hundred per cenf..
From 1900 to 1940 the population increased 73 per centj man-:lages
increased 128 per cent; and divorces 374 per cent....Thers are
close to four million divorced persons in the United States, more;..
_ t.imestgl e number of i.lzhabitants in our land during Revolutionu-y
’Sacondly, we note ﬁ'on t.h'.ls ‘graph that divorces tmd 'bn decrease in
periods of depression and war. and increase in periods of prosperi.w and
following a war, It is mmrﬂw that there has been litﬂ.e chmge in
recent years in the percent.n_gg of divorces in which there are_-cl;i.ldran_
involved, o e
"From 1887 to 1931 the cansus report on marriage ‘and divorce shaws
that in only two-fifths of the ‘cases are children involved. ;séiéfé:al expla-
nations are possible. Perhaps the pressnce of children makes t.he parents
umrilling to seek divorce. 'Possibly the courts are 1ess wﬂl!.ng to grant
divorces in which children will be involved. Or it could poi.nt tn a.-
third factor-—that those parenta who have children seek to demnstrata
thai they are ready to accept the full responsibility of married 111'8.62
Although it is difficult to establish absolute causation, t.here .’i.a a
definite correlation of div_omq with urbanization, employment g;‘ _mem
X and economic production. 'ihere is a negative correlation with the birth
rates. This means that divorce is more frequent when large numbers of
manmmployedautsidetham. There ars fewer divorces in times

anuel G. Werner, "sw:mm and the Home,® edited by 4 J. B spaan,
‘_2- Gi‘l’ro’ Pe 275.

* 7-6?Qneen and Qruener, ég_‘-'-’ eit., p. 558 f£f.



.wumen-some of the first ou

; End Disorganiuation, (New !ork;.'momaa Y. Crowell Co.;' 1935)"
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of depression while the ratel' .:"..nc;.'eases in periods of prospcritar. ‘And in
“‘times and places of = high ¥ate of birth, the divorce rato is s 1ow,63
In summarys the fo].‘l.awing ractors seem to contribute to: t.he heraascd
divorce rate in the United States. (1) Liveral divorce legislation—i.n
comparison with the other nati.ons, the United States ranh ﬁrst among
‘the 'bhree highest in percent.ages of divorces yet this hardly answers the

-undarlyim; situation, I% m!y marely become a case of lcgmachy o {:s:l.ma
: the Iri.sh Free State, for 'm:ax-nple, has no divorce lars, no. divomas can

'be gz'antsd. (2) The attituda oi‘ the church is inportant. In ganeral,
camoli.c countries have a louer divorce rate than the predominanﬂy
Protestant countriss .61‘ T‘na opposition of the Church of England ‘bo '*

divorce is thought to be responsible for the lower divorce rate :I.n England.
(3) Rural areas in which there is greater cultural homogeneity of the
people have lower rates. 'rhe attitude of the psople themselves :|.n such
arcas is against divorce. These differences then in the mores a_tfeet. the
legislation. (L) The most uipurtant factor in the United stat;e'sé since
1900 seems to be mobility. A more complete discussion of this point will

L

occur 1ater in thia chapt.er. -: :- :
' Basic in viewing the disorganilation of the family is the. nel stitis
: ' v _'of men. The modern world: has made it possible for the entranea of

oy women :lnte industries fom"ly mpoluad by men. World War 1 gave

i siyxs of the equality of ams. namoly,

63:.. A. Queen, W. Bs Bodenhater and E. B. Eu'per, Social E

6"‘1?01- one of the stern ﬁ:condmnauons of | divorae higs b appearad'

S+ -in our oculture, see the engyclical of Fope Pius XI, Casti Gonnub‘.l.i, quof.ed
1a Quaan and Grnener, op. cites DPe 551-3. R e




