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hundred students were enrolled at the tims.hs

The School of Correspondence was finally eliminated in
1940, bocause "the day of correspondence work 1s past."hb
Personzl worl was to be substituted in the form of insti-
tutes in various parts of the country.h7 As far back as
1927, fxecutive Jecrotary Prolkopy had recognized the neces-
sity for such personal work when he included among his sug-
gestione for the curing of the League's illas

1, Direct information brought in person to various
" gatherings.

2. Visitation, at least once a year, of socleties by
oxecutive district officers.

3. Txocutive committess and training of officers in
local socioty.

. Inter-society officers' meetings.

5. Meetings of officers ﬂﬁd committees at rallies and
district conventions.

Summer Gonference Gamps

Tha third 1mportanﬁ medium of leadership training dur-
ing this time, in additlon to publications and the School
of Correspondence, was the confarence program. This in-

eluded both summer conferences, usually in a camp setting,

and winter conferonces at home.

hSIbid.

hbo P. Kretzmemn, "Our Present Status,” Agenda, Nation-
al Comcitteos on chriniinn Knowledge and Service (1959
4T1psa.
hBP. G. Prokopy, "liessago of the Executive Spunotary,“
Q¥YB (1927), p. 31.

), p. 22-
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The summer conference progrem begen in 1923 when the
“Walther League opaned its own sumamor camp at Arcadia, in
northwestern ifichigan, on the shores of Lake ﬁiohisan.hs
At the 1922 convention, the lLeague had accepted a grant of
land at that spot from Charles Starke and his asnociates.50
V. F. Welhermen was appointed camp manngsr.51 ;

The daily program of Camp Arcadia included a Biﬁio
Hour, a lecture and discuasion pariod on Walther League
methods, a feature lecturc .on a religious or historical
topic, and a recreational program.sz After 1933, the sec-
ond of thoss four foatures disappeared from thse daily sched-
ule, and the sducational side of the program included only
Bible study and a lecture on a religious or historical ‘l:cnz:!.c.ﬁ'3

The program of lectures for the season of 1927, taken
ae a sample, was as followa:

Important Clties in Reformation History

Jewels of the Lutheran Crown

Highlights of Church History

Christien Living

¥usic and ths Ghuréh
Five Outstanding Characters of the lew Testament

Great iiissionary tiomen
Every Leoaguer a Bible Student gl
Stowardship in the Life of Youth

Wy, p. 509.
S0xcu (1934).
Sluy, p. 509.
52Arcadia Camp Kanager's Report (1927)s Pe T-
532;. Arcadia Cemp lanager'!s Reporta, 1934 £f.
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The yearly cttendance at Arcadia grew {rom sixty-five

in 1ts opening season to an average of one thousand five
youars later.55

After Arcadla inaugurated the summer conference program,
individuel districts took up the ideza and also began to spon-
sor camps. By 1926, olsvon suamer confercnce camps wore in
operation at various spots in the country.sb ineluding Lu-
therland (Psnasylvania), Southern California,.Kansaa, Dixile,
and Arkanzas.5T Tn 1929 the Tntornationsl Walther Loague
Sumnmer Conforonca Comulttee adopted a "Handbook for Summor
Conference Viorkera" in an attempt to standardizes and improve
summer cawmp progZrams. The handbook listed a seven-point
standard of requirements, and official camp aharters were
granted to all sunmer conferenca camps mesting that stand-
ara.58 In 1929, the League 1ssued nineteen such cawmp char-
tera;59 in 1930 the number inecroased to ;wgnty-one;and'in

1931 1t granted'twentyhsevan chartars.6° The roster for

55?. F. Weiherman, "Annual Report of the Confarence
Director," cYB (1928), p. 55.

SBJ. M. Bailey, "Ammual feport of tho Socretary of the
" Educational Depsrtmont," CYB (1927), p. 46

57 " 3 tary of the
J« d. Balley, “Annual Report of the decratary o
Educational Departmont,” CYB (1926), p. 63.

56". ", Yoihermen, "Annual Report of the Gonference

Director," C¥B (1929), p. 55-
591b1d.

6°W. . Walherman, "Annual Report on Sumuer Conferences,"

CY¥B (1931), p. 53.

B——
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1931 camps was as follows:

Camp Arcadle, International Walther League; Lutherland
Senior Gamp, ietropolitan and Hew Jersey Districts;
Cloghorn (Senior ‘and Junior), Worth and South ‘iscon-
sin; Edmonton Beach, Alberta; Petit Jean liountain, Ar-
kansas anl Vostern Temmessoe; Seymour, Contral Illi-
nois; liandeville, Dixie; Clifty Falls, Indiana; Ukoboji,
Iowa; Caublo, Hanses; Rio Frio, ione Star; Bay View,
Kinnesota; Black River Lodge, Hissourl; Vigllunte, Aon-
tana; lorkoy's Park, Nebraska; Asilomar, Horthorn Gali-
fornia and Nevada; Blus Ridie, North Carolina; Lakewood,
Horth Dakota; Cisco Beach, Northern Illinoils; Linwood
(Senior) and Horthfield (Junior), Ohlo; iuskogee, Okla-
howa; Sparrow Lake, Untario; Estes Park, Rocky lﬂo&itain;
Wenatchoe, Yashington; Ploncer, Western New York.

What was the primary purpose of these many camps? "To
offer opportunities for the youth of our church to increase
their knowledge, to esnlarge their vislon, and to prepare
their minds and bodies for greater service in the Kingdom."6z
The camps demonstrated that "the beat leadership training
can be promoted through the exchange of personal expseriences
and by a well prspared course of topic discussions at thosao
conferenco sousions.” Bible study, tople study and recrea-
tion all came in for their share of discussion and demon-
63 "

Conferonces for the benefit of camp leaders, callod
Camp Councils, were begun in 1926, The first Camp Gouncil
was held in Chicago and wes attended by five people. That

stration.

number ineluded camp workers from iflsaouri, Northern Illinois,

Ibid.
62"Iiamml, Summer Conferonce Cawps," p. 1.

63&‘.'eiharmm, "Annual Report on Sumuer Conferances,"
c¥s (1931), p. 53.
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and New York. Theo second GCamp Council, .hold in St. Louils
in Jenuary, 1928, had a total atisendance of ninetoen, with
eleven districts reprosentad, Tho following year tho Coun-
cil went back to Chicego, where thirty peopls met; and She
noxt eight Camp Councils woro held at the Internationsl camp,
Arcedla, where those in attendance could observe a conference
program in operaiion, in addition to having their own speclal
program of essays and discussion. Attondance at these Coun-
cils averaged sbout eleven.6'+

During this period the Walther League also published a
mimeographed manual for summer conferenca camps. It in-
cluded chepters on:

1. The J4lus and Objects of our Sumuer Conferences.

2. How to Orgenize and Conduct Sumumor Camps.

3., Camp Rules and Regulations.

li. Summer Camps end the Walther League Program.

5. Sugggestion.s for Social Aotivities.

6. Camp Paper.

7. Charter Requirements.

8. Worenip at cmp.65
Winter Confersences

Vinter conferences also held an importent place in the

leadership training program of the Walther League. Since

6"""Gamp Councils,” P. le
65“He.nun1, Summer Conference Cawps."”
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such confercnces were held by individual districts, zones,
or even smaller groups of societlies, and from 1926 on were
extremely numerous, it is impossible to give anything but
a small segmoent of the winter conference pictura. The first
winter conference given recognition in League periodicals’
was held in Chicago, 1925.66 Af'ter that, frequent roferonces
to winter conferences cccurrod. Six confersnces were listed
for the period of January-iiarch, 19206, to bs'held in the
following oitles: Calgary, Canada; Edmonton, Canada; San
Francisco, California; Denvor, Colorado; Fort Wayne, Indlana;
Chicago, Iliinois ("Q" Hona).67
At the 1926 convention, Educational Secretary J. W.
Bailey could report about the winter conferences:
The results achlevod show that a winter conference is
one of the most valuable means at our disposal for
treining leaders and acquainting our members with the
prograu, aims and ideals of our organization. Winter
Conferences can also be conducted with = very small
outlay of funds and usually & larger ratio of atten- 68
dance may be obtained than at the summer conferences.
By 1928 the summer and winter conference program had
expended to such an extent that it was organized as a sepa-
rate depertment at League headquarters. W. F. Welherman,
who had been in charge of Arcadia since 1t inaugwrated the

summer conference program in 1923, was placed in charge.

66.12'53_'.32.: I (April, 1926), 3.

671pid.

683&113y. "innual Report of the Secretary of the Educa-
tional Department” (1926), p. 63.
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Sald Director Welherman in his first raport in that capacity,
ive yoars of summer conforence wori and soversl yoars of
winter conloronces have demonstrated, bayond a doubt, thot
this method of training for leadorshlp in tho Leagus 1s not
only desirable, but very necosaary.“ég The convention su-
phasized the same polint with & resolution that districts and
gonos bo encouraged to inaugurate "well-planned and ef{Ticient
Winter Conforences, or institutes," since "the Winter Con-
feronce is one of the best agencies for reising the soclety
standard," and is wore offective than a rally or a district
convention, because it can study various phases of Laague
work wore thoroughly and reach more mewbers of Iindividuel
socletles than rallios and conventions. 0

Winter conferonces gonorally took one of two forms,.
The first type 1s 1llustrated by a conference at Calgary,
Canada, in January, 1926. Loaguers met foir three days,
heasring lectures on all phasos c.:f League work and conducting
' demonstrations of business meetings, topic meetings, mission
mestings, end socials. The average attendanco at the Cal-
gary conierence sessions was one hundred and ﬂ.fty.'n'

A almiler conlerence was held that same year, in Febru-

ary, at San Franelsco. Eighty soclety officers from the

69‘.'\!. e Welhorman, "Annual Report of the Conference
Director,” Q¥YB (1928), p. 5Se

Ongse101al Hinutes," CYB (1928), p. 108.
Tlpgs, I (aprf1, 1926), Pe 3-
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Northern Galifornla District met for two days and listened:
to lectures on educational work, hospice work, and social
work.72 :

l;he othor type of winter conference followed the form
of lectures one or two nights a week, for from two to six
weaks. Such conferences were hold in 1926 at Fort Wayne,
Chicago "Q" Zons, and Denver.(

W¥inter conferences discussed every phase of VWalther
League endeavor during this period with a view toward more
effliclent scrvice. it a conferonce held by the Horthern
Illinois District in Soptomber, 1926, there were discussions
on conductin: soclety mectings, recreational worlk, higher
endeavors, encouraging Juniors, hosplce worlk, finances, ral-
ly problems, and Systematlc iilsalon Endeavor, the latter
being & prominent I.eugim project at the time.'"l'

The valus of winter conferences was highly estimatod
throughout this peoriod, not only when they were started.

In iiay, 1932, the District Worker's Bullotin named among
the "Dutles and Oblizations of Zone Prosidents"” that they
should conduct "an amual winter conferance of all soclety

officers wherevsr this is poa!.ble."75

2ry1a.

"31b1a.
71":3_‘3_3.. I (Septemder, 1926), 5.
75?1".':.1 VI (iay, 1932), 2.




