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hundred students were enrolled at the time .45 

The School of Correspondence was finally eliminated in 

190, because “tho day of correspondence work 1s past. "46 

Personal worl: was to be substituted in the form of inati- 

tutes in verious parts of the country. 47 As far back as 

1927, Mxecutive Secrotary: Prokopy had recognized the necos~ 

sity for such personal worl when he included among his sus- 

gestions for the curing of the League's 11133 

1. Direct information brought in person to various 
' gatherings. 

2. Visitation, at least once a year, of societies by 
executive district officers. 

3. Executive comnittees and training of officers in 
local socioty. 

lh. Inter-society officers!’ meetings. 

5. Meetings of officers it committees at rallies and 
district conventions. 

Summer Conference Camps 

fhe third important medium of leadership training dur- 

ing this time, in addition to publications and the School 

of Correspondence, was the conference program. This in- 

cluded both summer conferences, usually in a camp setting, 

and winter conferences at home. 

  

NSroaa. 

46 P. Kretemam, "Our Present Status," Agenda, Nation- 

al Comite co arrispian Knowledge and Service (190), p. 22. 

Wrpsa. 

Sp, a. Prokopy, "iessage of the Executive Seorotary," 

CYB (1927), De 31. 
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The summer conference prograri began in 1923 when the 

“Walther League opened its own summer camp at Arcadia, in 

northwestern Hichizan, on the shores of Lake Niohitgan.49 

At the 1922 convention, the League had accepted a grant of 

land at that spot from Charles Starke and his asnootates.29 

WV. F. Welhermen was appointed camp manager 22 

The daily program of Camp Aroadia included a Bible 

Hour, a lecture and discussion poriod on Walther League 

methods, a feature lecture .on a religious or historical 

topic, and a recreational program, 22 After 1933, the sec- 

ond of thos2 four features disappeared from ths daily sched- 

ule, and the educational side of the program included only 

Bible study and a lecture on a religious or historical topic?” 

The progran of lectures for the season of 1927, taken 

as a sample, was as follows: 

Important Cities in Reformation History 
Jewels of the Lutheran Grown 
Highlights of Church History 
Christien Living 
Music and the church 
Five Outstanding Characters of the New Testament 
Great Kissionery Yionen 
Every Leaguer 2 Bible Student oh 

Stewardship in the Life of Youth: 

  

Say, p. 509. 

50ucH (1934). 

Slay, pe 509. 

Fj roadia Camp Manager's Report (1927), Pp. 7: 

5 3or. Arcadia Cawp Manager's Reports, 193). fr. 
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The yearly attendance at Arcadia grow from sixty-five 

in its opening season to an average of one thousend five 

years later.>> 

After Arcadia Ineugurated the summer conference progran, 

individual districts tovk up the idea and also began to spon- 

sor camps. By 1926, olevon summer conference camps were in 

operation at various spots in the country, 2° ineluding Lu- 

therland (Pennsylvania), Southern California,.Kansas, Dixie, 

and Arkansas.9? In 1929 the International Valthor League 

Summer Conforence Comlttee adopted a "Handbook for Summor 

Gonference Yorkers" in an atterpt to standardize and improve 

Summer canp programs. The handbook listed a seven-point 

standard of requirements, and official camp charters were 

aranted to all summer conference camps meeting that stand- 

ard.98 In 1929, the. League issued nineteen such camp char- 

ters; 99 in 1930 the number increased to twenty-one; and’ ain 

1931 it grented twenty-seven chartors.°° Tho roster for 

  

Fy, F. Wetherman, "Annual Report of the Conference 
Director," CYB (1926), p. 55. 

565. he Batley, tAnnual Report of the Secretary of the 

| Educational Department," CYB (1927), P. 
oT "f 5 tary of the Je MH. Bailey, “Annual Report of the secrotary 

Educational Departmont," CYB (1926), pe 63. 

36... Il. Woiherman, “Annual Report of the Gonference 

Director," CYB (1929), Pp. 55+ 
9 rps4a. 

60, #. Weiherman, “Annual Report on Sumuer conferences," 

CYB (1931), pe 53- 
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1931 camps was as follows: 

Cump Arcadia, International Walther League; Lutherland 
Senior Gamp, ietropolitan and New Jersey Districts; 
Cloghorn (Senior ‘and Junior), North and South Wiscon- 
Sin; Edmonton Beaoh, Alberta; Petit Joan Mountain, Ar- 
kansas ani Wostern Tennessoe; Seymour, Contral Il1li- 
nois; liandeville, Dixie; Clifty Falls, Indiana; Okoboji, 
Iowa; Caublo, Kansas; Rio Frio, isone Stars; Bay View, 
Minnesota; Black River Lodge, Miseourl; Vigilante, Kon- 
tana; Horkoy's Park, Nebrasia; Asilomar, Northern Cali- 
fornia and Nevada; Bluse Ridge, North Carolina; Lakewood, 
North Dakota; Cisco Beach, Horthern Illinois; Linwood 
(Senior) and Northfield (Junior), Ohio; Huskogee, Okla- 
homa; Sparrow Lake, Gnterio; Estes Park, Rocky Hopatain; 
Wenatchea, Washington; Pioncser, Western New York. 

What was the primary purpose of these many camps? "To 

offer opportunities for the youth of our church to increase 

their knowledge, to enlarge their vision, and to prepare 

their minds and bodies for greater service in the Kingdom."©2 

fhe caups demonstrated that "the best leadership training 

can be promoted through the exchange of personal experiences 

and by a well prepared course of topic discussions et thosa 

conference seysions." Bible study, topic study and recrea- 

tion all camo in for their share of discussion and demon- 

63 stration. 

Conferonces for the benefit of camp leaders, called 

Camp Councils, were begun in 1926. The first Camp Gouncil 

was held in Chicago and was attended by five people. That 

number included camp workers from iiissouri, Northern Illinois, 

  

Ibid. 

G2n anual, Summer Conference Camps," p. 1. 

63;etherman, tannual Report on Sumuer Conferences," 

G¥B (1931), pe 53- 
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and New York. ‘the second Gamp Cotmell, hold in St. Louis 

in Januory, 1928, had a total attendance of ninotoen, with 

eleven districts represented. Tho following year tho Coun- 

ceil went back to Chicago, where thirty people met; and the 

noxt eight Camp Councils wore held at the International camp, 

Arcadia, where those in attendance could observe a conference 

progrem in operation, in addition to having their own special 

progran of essays and discussion. Attondance at these Coun- 

cils averaged about elovon, O4 

During this period the Walther League also published a 

mimeographod manual for summer conference camps. It in- 

cluded chapters on: 

1. Tho Aims and Objects of our Summer Conferences. 

2. How to Organize and Conduct Sumuor Camps. 

3. Camp Rules ani Regulations. 

kh. Summer Gamps ond the Walther League Progra. 

Se Suggestions for Social Activities. 

6. Gamp Paper. 

7. Charter lequirewonts. 

6. Worship at Camp.O5 

Winter Conferences 

Winter conferences also held an importent place in the 

leadership training program of the Walther League. Since 

  

Gling amp Councils,” p. he 

6Suyenuel, Sumer Conference Caups." 
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such conferences were held by individual districts, zones, 

or even smaller groups of societies, and from 1926 on were 

extremely numerous, it is impossible to give anything but 

@ small segment of the winter conference picture. The first 

winter conference given recognition in League periodicals’ 

wes held in Chicago, 1925, 06 After that, frequent roferonces 

to winter conferences cccurred. Six conferences wore listed 

for the period of January-iarch,’1926, to beheld in the 

following cities: Calgary, Canada; Sdmonton, Canada; San 

Francisco, California; Denver, Colorado; Fort Wayne, Indiana; 

Chicago, iliinois ("Q" sone) «°? 

At the 1926 convention, Educational Secretary J. W. 

Bailey could report about the winter conferences: 

The results achieved show that a winter conference is 
one of the most valuable means at our disposal for 
training leaders end acquainting our members with the 
program, aims and ideals of our organization. Winter 
Conferences can also be conducted with 2 very small 
outlay of funds and usually a larger ratio of atten- 68 

dance may be obtained than at the summer conferences. 

By 1928 the summer and winter conference program hed 

expanded to such an extent that it was organized as a sepa- 

rate department at League headquarters. W. F. WoLherman, 

who had been in charge of Arcadia since it inaugurated the 

summer conference program in 1923, was placed in charge. 

  

66oen, I (april, 1926), 3- 

S744. 

O8xatley, ‘annual Report of the Secretary of the Educa- 

tional Department" (1926), p+ 63.   

  

 



h2 

Said Director Weiherman in his first raport in that capacity, 

“Five years of summer conference work and seversl yoare of 

winter conforonces have demonstrated, bayond a doubt, that 

this method of training for leadership in the League is not 

only desirable, out vory necessary. "09 The convention oen- 

phasized the same point with & resolution that districts and 

gonos bo encouraged to inaugurate "well-plamod and efficient 

Winter Conforencos, or institutes," since "the Winter Con- 

feronce is one of the best agencies for raising the society 

standard," and is more offective then a rally or a district 

convention, because it can study various phases of Laague 

work wore thoroughly and reach more wmoubers of individual 

societies than rallios and conventions. /° 

Winter conferences gonarally took one of two forms. 

The first type is illustrated by a conference at Calgary, 

Canada, in January, 1926. Loeaguors met for three days, 

hearing lectures on all phases of League work and conducting 

' demonstrations of business meetings, topic meetings, mission 

meetings, ond socials. The average attendance at the Cal- 

gary conference sessions was one hundred and fifty. ? 

A aimiler conference was held that same year, in Febru- 

ary, at San Francisco. Eighty society officers from the 

  

695. F. Weithorman, “Annual Report of the Conference 

Director,” CYB (1928), Pe 556 

T0ngepioisl Minutes," CYB (1928), pe 108. 

Tipu, I (April, 1926), pe 3- 
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Northern California District met for two days and listened: 

to lectures on educational work, hospice work, and social 

work, 12 : 

The othor type of winter conference followed the form 

of lectures one or two nights a week, for from two to six 

weeks. Such conferences were hold in 1926 at Fort Wayne, 

Chicago "Q" Zons, and Denver. /3 

Winter conferences discussed every phase of Walther 

League endeavor during this period with a view toward more 

efficient service. At a conference held by the Northern 

Illinois District in September, 1926, there wore discussions 

en conductin: society mectings, recreational work, higher 

endeavors, encouraging Juniors, hospice work, finances, ral- 

ly problems, and Systematic iiiselon Endeavor, the latter 

being & prominent League project at the time. 74 

The value of winter conferences was highly ostimatod 

throughout this period, not only when they were started. 

In ay, 1932, the District Worker's Bullotin named among 
  

the "Duties and Obligations of Zone Presidents” that they 

should conduct “an annual winter conference of all society 

officers wherever this is possible." 

  

Te tyta, 

73 rp44. 

Thows, I (September, 1926), 5. 

"ons, VI (Way, 1932), 2.  


