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In detcrmlnlag the date or the aodus, ona finds llt.tl.e 

direct evidence out.aide the Bible r e cord. E(5ypt was indeed 

conata.ntly i n contact wl t h Pi1l estine from ·t.he t.1:nG of Jo­

s~ph (or even of Abraham) until the fugitives fr~~ the Baby­

l o:ilan conq1.1eet s nu5ht r P.fuge there, !ln·\ one might havs hoped 

t o f ind ao:e r e ference to Jewish ht~t Qry ln t he Ecyptlan 

r ec:-.r'd • It 1 o natural that t hs Bible s chr.,la r l ook r or so e 

r f E.•rence to the l!xodue 1n particula r. For t he ZX.mlua was 

one o r t ho fore:nost event.a t ha t took r,lace 1.n the h i s t ory 

o f tho Iara ~l! t c~. All thro:Jgh th,: Old Taatament , coasta:it 

r Tifor ence l e made to t hat great event. 

Ho·: 1!" t ,,:: r £Lat t hat such references are m1!t1ng to 'be 

expl a lnod? In the flrs t pl a oe , the F.gyotlana were not his­

t orically mlndcd a s t he Asnyr1ana. 1 It, reuot al!lo be reae -

bered t oat. t i'!.e F.gypt1.an Pharaohs \'lerc not · like ly t~ devote 

much • s ~acc:: on thP.1r royal lns cr1pt1 ono to the cio ingP. or oome 

rebs lliou~ s ubjects , es ecia.lly a~ t.he stories refle~ted eo 
2 little credit on the Pharaohe them e lves. 

1s1r Frederic Kenyon, 1h!! Bible Ana Archaeolo5v (Mew 
York: Harper & Br oht e rs, n.d.), p. 69. 

2s. L. C:iig:::r, ll!.§ Old Teots.m•~nt 1\n~ !-!o:ier!'! D1~coverY 
(London: S. ? . C. l., 193S), p. 10. -
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Furthermore:, nelther the pa9yr! t.hu~ f'ar d1acovered 

north s monume~ts an1 tombs of Egyp t give uc a record of the 

Exol1.us, or P.Ve of t l'ie Oppres :ton, t:h1ch mu-;t have extended 
~ 

ov~r a cons i derable period.J Ther e ls one mention or Israel 

on a. monument erected by Mernoptah, klng or F.gy~t, about 

1230 B. J., ln whlch 1t la sta ted t hat "Israel ls desolated 

h ~r sP:e:l i!-\ not. 11 However, thi s ste::le do0a not nhed light 

dlrcctly on the F.xodus a:-id has only created new 9roble:ns. 

I ndlrectly, howevt~r, due to modern archa.aologlcal 

r Gen.rah, o.ne l s in a much be t.t.e 1~ position 1n dealing with 

the:., ·Jroblem of the d~te 'Jf the Exodus than a number or yea rc 

a t50. Many documents ha.ve been found t1'h!ch h3ve Ghed some 

l i gh t on t h e subject. For example the dlecovery of the Tell 

el-Amar n~ Lette rs 1n 1887. These hiotorlcal •tablets h~ve 

di~olosed a :nultitude or 11at1 fa.eta 9f great importance which 

have~ bea~ing on that portion of hiotory which deals with 

tbs 09press1on and tl':e Jtxnd,ia of the Israelltes. The t'alrly 

recent excav~tiona or Jericho and ot,hei- cities hav .. also 

a.d(lod to the general _;,lcture or thlo period. 

Even from the iU'bllc:a l account the ~-er1od o:t' F.gy ;Jtlan 

h lnt T'Y at which the Ji:xodue of the I s raeli't,es took place 

can only be determined inf'erenti&.lly. The aoolt of !txod,.ls 

doec not mention tho na.:ne of' any nf the : na1•aohs a.t that 

'w. J. ,Jack, ~ ~ Qt ·rhe !l.xmlua ( Sdlnburgh, Eng­
l and: T. & T. Clark, 1925), -p:-,i'. 
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time . The f1 r s t Pharaoh nam,]d in the Bibl 1e "Shisha.lt, kins 

'• or P..'gypt, 11 who r e-l enetl AP.vcral humlred yea.r e lat.or. This 

Phar•aoh 1 known as Sh£>shonk I, and in the, f :trot king of' the 

twcmty-sf,cond or Libyan Dyna.oty, who a.acsn.ded t ho thro. e 

s.round 921, B. c. 5 I~or can poo1 t.1 ve ev1 ~ence a. t o t he a ;)e 

in wh 1ch ther:1.-:- Pharaohs lived t.e ,5athe r r:id f1•om the manners 

and ·01 s toma mc-nt.1,,ned 1n t ha Boolt of _:Xoduo. 

'fh. 1•~for~ because or th~ l &ck of d.tr ect 1n:f'orm:a.t1on 

r ->3ardi?1g th · time of t h ~ ~ od1.ts many div rgent vi t·rs have 

b en expr essed 011 thie i ssue. Ho\·10v Gr, at 9 r 0se t, therF.: are 

t t-m mai,1 $Cho..,1s or thought a ~ t.o when the ~od;,20 or the 

! Rr =::i.e llt.r.o from •.5Ypt took place. IJ.'he fi rst l e that. r,ne 

whi ch d~tea th~ r-xodJs durli~ the XVIII Dynasty, ao~·t 1447 

B. O., j s t a.ft,:--:- the 1-:>nc; r e1gn of 'l'hut,mos e II I . 6 .r\llowi ng , 

t h,.n , r-,1• the f orty year s 1n tht::· w1ldt?rness , t h13 woul d 

p l a c~ the date or th~ co~~ueat Qf Canaan about 1400 a.a. 
;rhe H . c?nd theory dat s t.'h,_ ~o:lu du.r1nt, t he XIJt Oyna.r t.y, 

about 1290 8.". This t he"lry r egardn Ra.mesees II (a. 1301-

123"~ a. C.) a· t ho Phar:i.\oh or t,ha Op ,~res ~1~,n. 7 

41 King3 11:40-14:25. 
5J ,s.ck Finegan, L1.!t.ht. ~ 'l'he ;1in01ont. ~: The ·.r.:ho.e­

o lo51cal fiaok~round .2,! the Hcbre w-Chr1.~t1s.n Rel1g"ioo (l·rince­
ion, N. J . : l" rinoeton 'Uiilve-r~lty J1"6So , c.l946J, P• 113. 

6John Ga r s tane; , ~ Fr,undatii,nr.; S1.!. Bi bl e Hl ntory~ J oshu!L, 
Judges (Loadon: Con t,aolc, 19 31), p . SS. 

7F1nogan, Jm• ,gU., p. 107. 
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·l'hcsc theories mus t, be c:>n sldered and checked rrom vari­

ous v1e,-1po1nts . Fir t, the chrnnolog1ca l do.ta mtJot. be- so 

tre,ated a . not t.o do :vlolence t.o t.ha 61blloal s tate;;mants. 

Sec ond , the hiot r.,ry ?f the I hara.,,hs of t he XVIII and .i.IX 

DynaetieR '>f Egypt an~ thP.1r control over Pa l estine must be 

t a!cen .lntn co11~1doratlon . ·rh1rd, t.ha a rchaeoloslcal date. 

which have come t o 115ht in tha exoavat1ons or Tr11nsJordo.n, 

of Jericho, and. ot e r c i tle::i 1n Pa l e~t1nv mu .. t be talten into 

acc ount . 

Th9 f ollowing chap t ?.re ,-,111 d:?al wl th each of these 

phg,ros of thA problem. 



Cii /1 i-l ' i:'R I I 

I n dete r 1 J1n~ the da t e f t he ~xodus , one lo t hrown 

int~ t he whol e battling pr oblem of l d '.Cest.e:nrmt chrcnol :>gy 

1:n c,enc ral. h'h1le t her c:i 1e no un1 r.1rml ty r,f opi nion among 

011. T••otame,,t scholaro on 9. n .1111be r or vi t a.l q,ue2tions , mod­

ern r €een.r-ch and aroha.col og1oal d i oovP-rles · ave ma e it 

p :> ~~i bl•: t r Ga ch ~ome1 C')ncl ua i one that a 1~ al mo t un1V'::r­

aal;t.y a cce1 t o • I t can a l s o b sa.1.d. t ha.t. e .~rir a l ly t l'le ~G 

tu h l · ha.va s,o lvc:d many p r oblr-.:ma a ~1~\ t ha t lilblical ch ron­

J l Qc,;icrd data ~r e trsatP.d with mora r ~~.;:;ec t by all scr ,:>l~r s 

t han f ormor ly. 

'!'hr: ch r onolo·~ica l data 1a t hfll Old Testsment that d eal 

wt th t h f! r•x odus r a r e r to long-er fh :?"1 nd£ o f time before ae 

WPll a after t he i-:xodus . 

Th e fl r a t of thes e is I IUnga 6sl. In t h!s pas .a~e 11e 

are told t hat. "80 yearn el a!"laed b et we,:;n t he .·.x.odus and the 

f o.mda t.1~1n Qf Sol omon ' s t P.m_ l e i n h1o f ourth year. 

,'\ad it, 09.me t.,'J !)as:;:, 1n the four h mdred sn~ ti l ~htlet.h 
yc::ar aftf:lr the oh1ldr on of I Pr ael W<S!r ~ come out c f t he 
l and ~f ~gypt, 1~ t he f ourth yea r of Solomon '$ r ~1gn 
over I s rael, in the month t>f Zif, 11hich 1 ~ t he s ~con.d 
month, t hat he began t o b~1ld the hou9e of t he Lord. 

John Ga.r otang1 1n hla 'book l!l!, Founde.ti ns .2L Bible 

1John G:irs tans , ~ tt'nunda t l ons or ili J l o Hl storx i 
Jo h1.1a , Judti:os ([.ondon: Conot able , 1931) , p. 55. 
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H1at.orv has no hes! ~atiol'l 1n acce~tlrig this otatement as 

· a clear indication of' the rlau1 of the i xod.ua. And J •• ~. 

Adama2 aco1.:pte t.h.e statement in I Kings 6:1 11~s a credible 

hls tor1cal not lcP. r e f e ~r115 tl co .. aratlvely re~r:nt t i~e9, 

c ,:mc<~rt1ir1g whoas 3enu1neness an" accuracy t.here .ls no ju.c t1-

r10.bl e Ques titYn. 11 

Howovc:r•, H. H. Ro,1lc-y' a3 attl tu:le to the aame figure, 

& · 1 r. uo~ed by w. Rose ln the Hibbert Journal, is typical 

of a.n~·t.h~r E.'Cho~l of t houaht. 

\\'er,~ it. not t: at tha oumbr.:r t'our h'1ndred and eighty 
ho.pp an . to suit e thc-ory of · the: Exod.ue, 1 t ,101.tld be 

·1spf•cte• by all ao a.~ art.1fic1al oomputati!>n. For 
l ri t1wh e r i:, t1e f.1 mi a curious fondne~s f or m1mbE"trs that 

a r e multipl es off rty, and 1t l o very , robaole t hat 
thtr: au.t.hr.>r of I I11ngs v1"'1 be lieved that tw~lve e;-sner­
a1~ions S:)anned the p~r1od, and computed it on that 
basis. 

I t thl "' ' ' • :1 .lj. 1 t 1 th t "'h n an wer o • ~, ,~o;.:ever • r,. 1,oss ma n a ns 1a " e 

3cr1pt ur e writers aro by no means held to m~ltiples of forty. 

ror the r e a r r. many exampl ea in Scripturo which prove that 

j unt thc:> opposite ls trne . One such example ls fo:.md 1n Gene­

s lo chaptars eeven and e ight whero we rea.d t.hat the waters 

2J. ?-i. :\dams , Ancient Records !!E, 1:4.! oi'ble: A !3urvsy 
of ,l\rchaeolog los.l Evidence in their Bee.1 .. inr 1, n thd lhU•gri t.y 
ol' tr,e liist"rica.1 :tqarra.tivde' ot tno oib!e t'1ar liVTI.le, feni!.: 
-.S-ro&dmann . 1-'ress, c. 191'5), p. "'"20s;.-

:,\fil l1a,m Rosa, "Jericho anti the Datr: of' the "'xo!l·Ja ," 
~ H1bb~rt Journal, XXXIX (October, 1940-July, 1941), 299 r. 

4Ib1d. , 300. -
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of the Flood pr evailed ror 150 days , a.~d d:ry l and appeared 

in the 601st year. r.:. Roes, 5 furthermore, points out that 

H. H. Rowley' o arf_;ume11t ln ef'feot r eveals his b1aas 11To 

r efase to accept I Kin5s v1.l creates the eusp lc1on at once 

t hat lt oe.nnot. be r1ttetl into soPie t,>r eooncelve-:1 t heory." 

If, th&refore , I Kin5s 6:1 i s trustworthy, a s we believe , 

t hen i t becomoc one or the bases l n det er m1n1ng t he date 

or t he on1ls. I n order to do t his , however, one must, f1rot 

of all, com ut e tho date or t he bu1ld1n ~ of Solomon ' s t emple. 

To deter mine t.hls da te one 1s _.not. depsndant entirely 

upon l:t1blioal chronology. It can 'be f'ixed ,flth t he hslp of 

a , t110no.my and the Aseyrlan 1nsor1pt1one , ca lled F:ponym List s . 6 

T!HH!!O liate cover a .;>er1od from about 593 to. 666 B.a. 7 The 

ds~e of all the years i s de ter~iaed r~o~ t he m~ntion of a 

t ot ai sol a r ec~1, sa whi ch i s stated to have occurred 1n the 

nLnt,h year of .Ashur-da.n. J\s tronomer!'l llave discovered that. 

t his ecl1poe took place on June 15, 763 B. c. 8 By means of 

t.l~cse a uthentic sayrian r:loords , then, one can determine 

5rbid. -611 An Eponym r efers to a!l of'f icial who ~s so pr:.>minent.­
ly oonneota"! ttlth a thl:1g t·1at hls namo ls used to desig­
na t e his year ar office in Asoyrian chr•oi1ology ." Ads.ms, 
op. J!.U., p. 371. 

7J. P. lt"reo, Arohaeolo5y and Bible H1st.ory <~~1heaton , 
Ill.: Van KGmpen Press, c.1950), p. 176. 

8Ib1d. 
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a 
t.hat l:.he great battle or Karkar was fought. in the year 854/3 

a.c.9 The archaeological recordc Qf Shalmaneaer III also 

t e l l· us that ha was op!)oeed i n th1::i 'battle of' Karkar by a 

oo~lit.ion of twelve allies, one of whom was ICi:13 Ahab of 
10 Israel. 

S1nc6 hba.b rouGh,t 1n tbP.· battle of Ks.r'kar i!l 654/3 B.C., 

tho ds.t o c f Ahab mt1st include these years. And s lnce the 

Bibl~ sets forth the l ength or relgn for each of the klnga 

of Judah a.mi of Israel, one can r r:,ckon baolcwar~ ancl arr1v~ 
-at 970/1 B. C. for- tha date or the acoess 1011 of Solomon and 

966/7 B.c. for the fou.nda.t.1on of the temple 1n hls fourth 

y .ar. raking 966/7 B.C. a $ the date or the foundat1on or 

th~ t empl e and adrl1:1e; the:! !180 years which are stated in 

I ··1n5 s 6:1 to have i ntervened from t.he Exodus , ,-1r. obtain 

the date 1446/7 a.o. for the Ex~dus. 11 

Anothe~ p~oeage in Scr19ture which corroborates this 

date is t hat, one ,:hlch deal s with the e ra of the Judges. 

This pa~sage i s found in J udges lls2~26, where we read that 

Jephths h r ~buked th·e Amrconl t .s for their att.acke '>n Israel 

a ml t ~1ld them that Isracil occupi ed the r egior.. ~r Hoshbon 

in Moab for 300 years. 

9 t\dams, .sm,. ill•' !'• 170. 

lOlbid _., p. 209. 

lllbid., p. 173 r. 
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And r11,w a rt thou any bet.ter than Balak the son or Z1p• 
por, king of Moab? dld he ever strive agains t I s rael, 
or did ho ever f ight against. them, \\1h1le Iara.el dwelt. 
in JiP.ahbon and he r towns , and 1n .~roer a."ld her towns, 
a.."ld i n all the c1t1es t.hat be along the coas to or rnon, 
t hree hu.ndr ed ye3re? why there f or e did ye not recove r 
them within t~at t1me? 

,ssu:1 i :1r; wl th .Uller Burrowo12 and otb~ra a da te about ' 1100 

B. C. for Jephthah, 300 yes.rs back from that. ~-:ould lead one 

to 1~00 B. c . fo1" t he oacu at ion of' , .or1b, which p receeded 

tl1e oa:t,,t ";Jre of J ericho•, and adding the forty yeara wh i ch 

th•:' l"11ld.ren of I s ra~l wander ed 1n the wild.em sa , one t1ould 

arrive ap!>rox.1mat, ly at t he da.t e 141~7 B.C. for the Exodus. 

However, if l Kings 6;1 and Judges 11:25-26 are rel1-

abl~) atatamt:mts, t hey must be ln agreement w1t.h other par1• 

o:is or I or ael' s h lst.:::,r1~a.l devr.lo":>ement for t.•hlch we have· 

Bi'bU.ca l s tatements also, particularly t hat period i.-.:hlch 

lies batwesn Abraham and f,ioneo. 

The mo • t pertinent r,a naa.ge \1e have on thiA >or1 od 1r: 

the chronolo131ca.l not e in 'F.xod.ue 12:40, wher e we r ead that 

the Chil dren of I s rael r einal ned in ::.gyp t 430 years. ''Now 

t.hc sojourning of the chi ldrem of I s rael, who d,1elt 1n 

Egypt, was four hundre~ and t h irty yearR.n 

This verne , h?WE>Ver, hai=; been. the subject of m11ah con­

trove rsy. H, H, Rowley1' polnta out that the Se£1 t.uagint 

12 Miller Burrows,~ li!!!!l ?heoe 3tonea? (New Haven, 
Conn.; Am,;.rican School s of 0r iont a l ResE: ,.r ch, c.1941), 
P• 7'3. 
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o.nd tho Sama.r1 ta11 Text.a or the ~ent a.te:ucb re uoe the Israel-

1 te bomlafje in Zigy, t to 215 yna~s. Their r eadlng is; 11I~ow 

the J!>urney1nc, of' the Children of Israe::l ·who dwelt 1n Egypt, 

a 1d in th la11 . of Cane.an (;>atr1archs.l >e riod) wa.s li-:JO yeo.re. 11 

Thu~ we see that thls rca11ng makes tho 430 years 1ncl"de 

t ho patriarchal period a well a s th~ sojourn 1n Egypt. 3t. 

· aul ap:•ear o t o acer.rt th!e r1eur e 1n Oalat1 ns 3: l""(. 

nd t his r say , that the covenant, that. was confirmed 
before of Go 1n Christ., t,he law, which. wa. four h un­
dr~d a nd thirty ys aro after, cannot disenn~l, that it 
should a ke t he ::r om1eQ of no.,e effect. 

t·Jh1lc '"'t.~ph.et1 in Acts 7:6 gl ves t l1'3 round numbGr of 400 years. 

And God fl H1.ke on this wi(le , That his seed ahould ,;oJou.rn 
!n a ~t.ranse land ; and th~t they chould b~1ng them lntc 
bomlag4:: ~ an~ ontr~at. th.em evil four i1undr1:-d y •a.rs. 

There ar~ three things which one can r e ly to this . 

In t'itJ f' t r st, lacei ! t oan be noted t hat many scholars 

b~11ave that the tto1~ds in the L.t"tY. are a 0 loss by some l ater 

&cr1be wh :> thou,ght the.t the nm:ib~r or go,1e r R.t.:!.ona oover1!1 • 

th~ er:lod i!l ""'gy~t wor e t oo small for t..1e Ji,30 years. "'!'here 

can be n o doubt t i'l ·--t. a t an ~a.rly t l me t h& cl ews felt t.he 

d1ffi;lu.lty or r ec o.1c111ng thlt" st.at ememt wl.th the gene9.l­

og1as, \-;hich they held to b~ incompl e t e . 1114· In ort\or to 

hsrmonlze t b i s di s crepancy with Galati ans 3:17, scholars 

have r, · 1ntcd out that St. a't.ll 1::i not ~rimarily d1acuss1ng 

chronolo6Y oLit. 1D :,;ho 11n ~ t hat tht= Law wac., l ong after the 

14 F. c. CooJr, editor, Tha yoly Bible~ Commentary,. 
( Londc,n: John Murray, 18771,I , 301. 
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pro:nloe , and , thcr F.,fnro, h e t.akeo the kell-kno~-n figure 

\•h1ct hia re• de ro would f1ad 1n tbelr Greek Blbleo.15 

In thP- second place, mot,t. Ol d •resta.ment Eloholaro a gree 

t hat ge.icr nti'>ns 2nd genealogies are unrel iable ev\.if)nce 

for chronr.,logy. 16 The Hebrew word. f'or generation is -, ~ ':'f" 

('dF>r) and may b~ taken as referring to eioahe or r,erlod& 

of tlme . 17 Tha t. perlo'i or epoch may be anything, forty 

yP.are or a hundr~d, a9, for exa~ple, 1n Gene~i a 15:13-16s 

And he oald unto ~\bram, Kn ow or a ~uroty tha t. thy seed 
sh9.ll be a etrangor 1n a land t hat ls not. their' a , and. 
-nha ll so:rvo th,.,m; ani they e'hall ar·r11ct th~m four 
huu ·.red years; l\;1d aloe, that nation whom they shall 
09rvo, wlll I j udgc, : and afterward shall they come out 
wU,h e;r eat F.Ur~Gtance. And t.h.o!.1 shalt. go to thy fat.hers 
i n ~~ac@ ; thou shalL be burled in a good old age. But. 
1n the fo .rt.h sen,,rat1on, t hey ohe.11 come hither a3e.1n; 
f'o!• t 1e 1. 1 1 ui t.y or tho Amor l t 0 0 ls not, yet, f'ull. 

Gcn0t-at1on he 1"0 may bf: ts!(et"l to repr gent 100 years, but. 

tht~ i a r ound number , f~r w~ read 1n ExoduE 12:40 the 

figure 430. 18 Thu::1 we may pa.raphraae this pam1agie in Gene-

l"' ~Otto Schmoller, L~n~e-Schaff Commenta ry, translated 
from the Ge rman 'by o. o. Starback ( Ne,1 York: Charles 
Schrlbner' s ~ono, c.1670), XXIII, 150. 

16Me:lvin Grove Kyle, Moses 1nd lh!!, 1-!onumcntg: Lip.ht 
JJ:2!!! Archaeolos;Y ml I' e-:mta:t eucha l Ti es ( ~berlin, h1o: 
Bibl!othe oe. Sacra ~omµany, c.1920), p . 150. 

17Jack s·1negan, L1~ht .E!:.2!!1 The Ancient Pasts ~ 
Archaeolo lcal Backr,ro~nd .2! ~ Hebrew-Chr 1&~1an Rel¼jion 
( Prlnceton , ?~ . J. ~ i' rlncetor1 Un1v rs lty ~ r ess, c.194u , 
pp. 59-60. 

18w. J. Jack, The Date or The Sxoduo ( E'dln~,.,rsh, 1:hg• 
land= T .• & T. Cle.rk°;-"1925), pp:-"°217-16. 
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s1a to r ead: "They ahall be a.rr11cted for about LIOO yea.rs, 
' and in th0 fourth dbr or grnat epoch (that of l-'oaes) they 

shall ret1.A1•n. olS' 

F'i a llys the time or arrival of .\bra.ham 1n Canaan t.o 

the mi gration of Jacob and hie f'e.mily to £°3Y:>t we.s 215 

yearo, a r. may b~ ca lo1la too from t he followins texts: Oeae­

si~ 12:4, 17:l, 17:17, 25:26, 49;9. Hence, 1r thP 430 years 

of F.-~~dus l?.:4O cover the e1t1re period ofi ly 215 yeara a ~e 

l e ft f c>1• t h.,:.· sojoul"n i n ::.gypt. Th.is \:oul d run count.er t o 

~he whole course or rc.~cent a1"0haeological ev1rlenaeG and 

fH bl l ct1.l Gt!-.l.Lementa . 20 11I n short it. muct. De co s l dcred aa 

pr a.ctic lly cP.rtain t hat tho ancestcrs of part o r Isro.el, 

i t l ea. t, had l 1vod for aevGral cent.ur1ea 1n r.-s,ypt be!"or e 

mi rat.lng t o Pa.lootino . :•21 Therefore, one may hol rl w1th 

co~, r 1·1e:. ce that. the int.~n t. ~r t.he Blbl1ca.l t;:r:t t e rs demand~ 

a :)el'i?d of' at 1..-:aot 400 y 1:;al"s for the sojourn of I arael 

As::1umin5 the corrts:ctneon , then , or the flt5urc 430, 

an~ adnin5 t he number 1447, we obtain a date ab~ t 187'1 B.c. 

18w. J. J s.clc, The Oat{:; Of '.11ho !t.xod.ua ( l!di ,lbltrgh, E.'l'lg­
l and: T. & T. Ola.!'i';-1925), PP• 217-18. 

19Ib1d. -20 
Adams, .Qi.l• ~-, 9 . 205. 

21i1. F. Albr1r91t., !J!2m ~ s tone :\~e lJl Christianity: 
Monotho1sm and the H1ntn"1cal .· i:"ocesn (2nd r•:.v1sed edition; 
Ba1£ltnorc: '.ffie-;;';hn llop!ti:1 q Pr esa , 1946), p. 164. 

. . . 
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for J~oob1 s entry into ~gypt. Now Ja~ob was 130 years old 

-~hen he a t.ood bef' ore Pharaoh or r.:gp t,, 22 therefore, he was 

born abou.t 2007 B. c. Isaac, \<1ho was 60 whr•>n Jaoob was ,.,-
bom, .. :, muAt have been born 1n 2067 .a.c., a.'ld A'braham, who 

wao 100 yae.ra old when I oaa.o waR born,24 must have be~n 

b orn ln 216 .. ( 13. C. Now since Abraham ws.c.i 75 years old when 

he l e ft Haran to mlgrate l nto Canaan, 25 we can calculate 

t hat that event to~k place aboat 2092 u.c. 
l'h1.1s wt1 3e0 t.ha t the main 9at.r1a rchal ,erlod 1 9 dated 

i ri tn vnar s 2000-1500 a.c. The chronol ~sies l evidence 1n 

the 'Jcr ir,t ur e a p :> n'i:,a 't o tlbraham' s life of' 173 "!/€-a.rs a~ 

fall ing a n~r oxi~ately 1n the yea rs 2167-1992 s.c. 
!~any 01:i Tr:s l.o.rnfJnt. ~cho1ara 'bel1eva t.ha'I. Abraham is to 

be da t ,di abou.t 2000 B. C., beca11ne 11 A1r.raphe l king of Qh1ne.r, n 

nam~d i n Ge~eals 14:l an a co temporary of Abraham, ts to 

be l ~eut.i fiad wlth t he fa:nnus Jlabyloni an kin :1 Ha.mm rab1, 

2"' dat ed a.bout 2100 a.a. on the bas ia of .::unelfQrm r e.::ords. 0 

'.!'his identiflo:ttio!'l, howevor, i s que t1!)11able . In r ecent. 

22ccmen1s 117:9. 
2-

'Genesi!J 25:26. 
24

Genes1s 21:5. 
2-

='Gonesls 12~4. 

20s. L. Cal5er, Bible an.:! S a.de: JW lnt.rocluctinn .lo 
B1bl\na1 Arr.haeo1g(?.Y (London: Oxford Univ~ro1ty Frens, 
1946), p. 184. 
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year s w. Ii'. Al br1ght27 ot John Hopkins Unlve !'eity has 

tended t o date Hamm~.arab1 l a t.er t.han 2100 B. c., a ae 1gn1ns 

h1s r c'!i3n to t he y ears 1728-1606 a.a. •lh1le Leonard 
28 Woolley dates hi~ accea91on at about 1940 il. C. I n any case , 

1t ha.e come t o be gener e lly ag r eed t hat t 'ho 1de:it.1flca.t1on 

of Amr&!Jhel a nd Hamm.urabl while not 1mpos a1bl e , is doubt.­

ful. 29 

On t he ot h er hand, mor e r ecent d1oc"Jvar1os have been 

fou l tl wh i ch shed new light on the date of Abr aham. Acaord-

1ag to t he f ourteenth ch~pt er of Genenis , eastern ?ale ~t1ne 

was 1nvad~d by a coa lition or l· 1n3 P. 1n the t i me of Abr aham. 

The r ou t e t aken by t he 1n va d1ne; armlet A l ed from the r egi on 

of Dama.eous ocmt hwar d a.l ong the e a ct orn edge of' Gilead and 

•· b 30 .i1 oa • 

t ha t thet"o wa s a. line o f lmportant cltles a l i:>~13 t hln route:: 

bc•for e 2000 B. c. ::i.:1d f or a c Aat.ury or t wo a rt~?',, but. not 
7.1 

i n l a t e r periods .~ In Genesi s 18-19, mQreovcr, Abraham 

i s Rh own t o have l l ve<i at the time of t he tlour 1shlng 

27,t. !i'•• /! lorlgh t, =
11. '.l'hi r .:i Revie! on or t hf:' •arly Chro­

nology o f litn Jt ern A:,1a " Bulle t.in of Am':!ricg.n Schools of' 
Or1!:nt a l .Ue ge ~l"ch, 88 looc1S1mber, 1942) , ,2. H.c·rea fte1•th1a 
per i oj 1cal will be r ef erred t o as a.A, .o •.• 

28 ·nr U:,::,ner d :1oolley, br aham: Rece:it D1ncovorles a.-id 
Hebraw Origin; (New York: Charles Schr1bner 1 a SonA, c. m?i), 
p . 293. · 

29 
~ •• p. 44. 

30aurrowR, ,sm • .£ll., p. 71. 

31Ibid. 
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"a1t1ee of' the ·!:)lu1n, '' Sodom and Gomorl'ah, which are said 

to have been destroyed durln.i5 h1H 11fet1 ne. Glue·ck' a 

ex.plorution.s 1n Edom and Moab show t hat l t waA thic~ly 

settlea a.t this ti,:1e , but. ohortly thereafter e. gap of sev­

eral 
0

c r-m tu1'"ies 1r1 their ocoupat1on b~gan. ' 2 'l'he circum­

stances r.efle cted in the atory of Abraham theref or e flt 

va ry we ll. i nto t he a.rchaaolog1cal evidence. Thus ·we seg 

t hat one has a ve r y l ogical r eason for datln.; ur.aham Bt 

about 2000 B. C. Aocord1ng t o any curr .. n t vle:;w or chronology, 

2000-1500 a. c., and 2000 B.G. 1 0. otill a use fltl dat.e t.o 

rcm~mb~r f or Abraham when dt"te.11ng in round 11umos ra. 

Suml!llng u,9 t h e abov e data, W<? fin i th1:1t by talt1ng the 

elate 966/7 B.c. _(the bu1ldlng of. r~olomon' s templ e ) plus 

Lt.SO ( !.xcdus 6:1) plus 430 ( Isra•ll' a por1od 1n Esyl,t - Exo• 

due:; 12; 40) pl us 215 ( :>~tr.1.arohal period - G·ene e1e 12:4, 

20:5, 25:26, 47:9), we tteach a.n a pproxlmata da t0 f or Abra.• 

ha.m's dei,2.rturo from Haran, about 2090 s.a.'3 

Thue- ,-:e seo t.i1af. t he chro~1ol?5ical dat a. 1n th"' Bible 

favor t.h-a el\rly date , 141,-7 a. c. , for the dat e of the Fl:odas 

rattier t han th':! l:ata date, 1290-1300 a. c. 
Wh.at wao ha~i"en1ng ln F.gypt ln the fift.eenth century'? 

32Nelson Glueck,· '1J::Xploro.t1ono 1n :!.a.stern l>nles tine 
and the Negeb, 11 8 1 A. ~'3.0. R1111 55 ( Sept.ember, 1934), 15-16. 

33Jack, .ml• J!ll•, p. 208. 
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Doac the s tory of the Exoius r1t lnto the h1storl cal back­

ground of Egypt durlns thto t1me? TheA~ queetlons wlll be 

cone1der,:d 1n th~ riext chapt er. 



OHAPT ~ III 

CONTRor .. ()lFR Pt'.r .. ·• :.lTINE. 

Api:.::rt. fro:!l Abraham' a en~oroed vis! t t.o F.sypt in the 

days o r t he raminP. r e f orred to in GcnfJsi ,~ 12: 10, the•r e is 

no 1Ubl1ca l rr,cord of Hebrew-Egy~t.lo.n relations until the 

pcrio:i of Jacob and JosR1:,h. r-1ow ,-1e have l earned 1:n t.he pre• 

v l ous chapt er that Jacob' s entry int." Egypt and the begin­

ning of the Icrael1ta sojourn ln the same country ocnarred 

in 1677 B.C. Thia wo11ld date the entry during the Hykeos 

p . r1od, acoor:11.ng to the longer schE'me or Egyptla."l chro• 

nol ogy , or about a huodred years before it, accor-.!ing to 
l the shorter ocheme, for the beginning or .the pdl1 tlca.l 

i:J llWer or tbe Hyksos . in xgypt was preceQded by nearly two 

centuries of gradual 1ni'1ltrs.tlo11 from a.pout 1900 B.o.2 

Kyle:, and many other modern his t orians agree, on the 

whole, that. the-~ condU,ions ,::,f t he Hyksos p,ar1od afford a 

nu.t.ura.l setting for Joseph' e r1ac to t}ower a~"ld f or the 

l ,,i .• . J. Jack, lb.!~ Qt~ J.i:X,,d:1s ( E<U:nburgh, Ehg• 
land: T. & T._ Olark, 1925), p. 171. 

~11ller Burrow,~ Mean These Stonesy_ (New Haven, 
Conn.: American Schools of Oriental Reae&rch, c.1941), 
P1o 69. 

3Melv1n Grove Kyle, MoF.es !:!lll .1dl£ Monumentos Li5ht 
~ Arche.eglou.y .911 gentateucha.1 J1m6s (oberl1n, Ohios 
Bib11otheca sacra Oom9any, o.1920, PP• 120-22. 
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SP.ttlement or Israel in Ke1;,t. Furt.hermore , archaeological 

evi dence 1s f orthcoming to show relat1ons between the 

Hebrews and t htJ Hyka FH two ~·E u·t.lnctly Hebraw names 1 

Ya' qobhar and Hur are fom1d on Hykcos scarabs. 4 

The f'act that the Hebret,o wer e i n Sgypt during the 

t i me o r ·t.h E:' Hylrnos period sabs tant.lateo t h o etat.emant that. 

t he I s r a~litAo r eceived a fri endly r occptlon in Egypt 

beoau e at t hr:. i :t,1me the co•lntry was un,le1" r,~l e r e who 

th mselve~ wer e or nom1t1c d·escent. Ir, the same way, one 

ce.n aoncl ad,c t ha t after the expuls·lon or the Hyksos the 

.gy:)tiaos would have u.eed r epr e so1ve mea~ures e.galnnt t he 

h,th~rto ruvored He'brflwa. 

t-iany ocholsra have felt that the Exodus mu.at ha.vo been 

C{)rmec't,'?d 1n come way wl th t h1s expuls1~n or the Hyltsoe 

from ::r.51!, t which too•· place under Ahmost· I ( c. 1580-1557 

a. c.)5 between the years 1580 a. c. and 1550 B.o.6 n. a. 
H:111 a;1•l GarcUr1er a r E: a mong those who have he ld such e. 

Vi6w. 7 

Henoe the Exodus of the Israelite s 1a ragarded not 

only as C1ynchronr.,ue with the expula1on or the Hyksos 1n 

lans 
~ 

4 Burrows, .sm,. ,2ll. , p. 71. 
5Janteo Henry :Sroe.eted, A History .Qt lb.! Ancien~ F.Sfpt.­
(?~ew York: Charlea Scribner'~ Spna, c.1905}., pp; 26• 
The dates followed here are tho~e of Breaeted. 
6 

Burrows, SU?• .,gll., •P• 71. 
7 Jack, .2!!• .9.ll. , pp. 169-73. 
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1.i'gypt, b1.,t. also a s a ;;,art of t.hat movement.. However, t o 

!,>lace t.he date oft.he Exodus as e.arly a s 15SO .a.c. W'Juld 

involve one 1.:'l gre·at d1ff1cult1es. 

To . l1J.ce the ExoduA at t.hLa date woul d do violence 
not only to the .i.mplicu.ti-,ne of ,,,,..xodua 1:7-14 r egard-
1n. intensified persecut.1on or the Hebrews, but also 
wo~l d run roughRhod over I Klng~ 6:1 to lengthen the 
period fro~ S~lo~on to the Exodus ~o 612 11aro instead 
of 480 demanded by the blbllcal atatsmant. 

?( =lr.:mver, th~ u.1•chaeolog1cs.l evidence all fa.vor e a later 

date II a o we:, shall pr es~n1,ly oe·: ln the next. ohe:pt ar. 

However, a m~r e formidable argument 1n sv.pport of t he 

l at~ d ate t bcory cl3lme t hat ~al estine was so effectively 

co trolled a ~ an ~S,Ypt1an pr ovince t hat lt was , ractlcally 

l ·n. OS !'l. iblc1 !."or the Israelites to h ave t ~l:en poes ees1on or 

t he l a . d br:lf'>re the r e Len ,,r R.ameo. es II ( c. 1:;01-12;4 D. c. ) • 
Thin mea.nA that 1f w·· allow f or th~ f '.)rty year::: s ojourn or 

the I era olit, a ln t he wilderness, t he r-.x,,das wou l d ba d&.ted 

around t.he· ye ar 1250 .... c. Thus u. F. /ilbr15ht. oays:9 

From about 1550 to a oout 1225 a. a. ?al est.1ne roma:111ed 
an 'Ji'gypt1an pr ov1nce un1ntorruptedly except tor brief 
r ebe-11.ions, auoh as one at the end of tlhc r eign or 
~uee.n Hatshepaut and ~thers in t he time or Set.hoe I 
and R!.l.meosec II. 

L~t. us examine the hlatory Qf _gypt and Palestine dur-

8J. McKee Aclamn, Anc1e:nt Records A!L ll1£ .Bibles ~ ,.&u::: 
!U:/. .D.£ ~raha~2101r1a13,1 'liyia5nge .1D t,beir smu;:10.,. .DD .llle 
Int,oi r\t,,· .!lf ...1Jls HJ !'-lt-?cl oai Na,rra.t,\vee !l! ~ ~lble (Nash­
vllle , 'r;nn.: Broatlman Frees, c.1946) 1 p. 215. 

9w1111am Foxwell A1br1·ht, !£m! lh! Stone A30 To 
c:~r1stian1tts MonnthAtem .awl th~ Hietgrical ~rooess\2nd 
revl~ed odlt.lon; Baltim,,re: The John Hopkins •·rcas, 1946), 
p. 155. 
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1ng the e1 -.'h t.eenth and nineteenth Dynast1eo a 11 ttle 

The invasion of Pal eetlne was bcgtL~ under Ahmose I 

(o. 1580-1557 s.c.), the founder of the XVIII Dynasty. He 

was su.ooeeded by hls son Amenhotep I a.n • then by hls daugh­

ter' r. hus'bami, Thutmose I, who campai gned s cceas tully 1n 

Nubia amt a A far a s t.:1e .•.u.9hratss. The only 11v1ng child 

of Thutmosc I and his queen was a dau.g.~ter, t he r sma.rko.ble 

Hatsher,,sut. Lee;ally, Hat.aheps:.&t was the only heir to thP. 

t hr o1e , ye t oho could not actually re13n as k1~1g bu.t could 

only covey the crown to her husband by marrl&ge. Thut.mose I 

a l s o had a son who ~-1a.s born by one of hle secondary wives. 

I n. order t o ~ecure the t h rone for 111c son, he was married 

to his half~s1a~er, Hatshapaut, and rclg~ed a s Thutmose II. 

The o:""J ly s on of Tllut:ooaa II wa.e bom to hin1 by a harem girl 

an::l was at1ll a boy when his father died. As 'rl'lutmose III 

he ralcd nominally wlt.h Hatnh~~sut (c. 1501-1480 s.c.), 
but aot•.1e.lly th1e powerful woman took f'ull control or the 

g over ,1men t. 

After ,ueen Hatsh~~sut died, Thutmose III (o. 1501-

1447 a.c.) r eigned a~ rharaoh alone. He is generally ohar­

acter1zad a~ ono or t hG gr e11.to~t monarchs of anc1E,at Egypt. 

Upon em~rging aR sole ruler, this ~•haraoh burst fo~th in 

f ur1o~s activity. He ex~reseed his r esentment at hev1n5 

beon kept so long i n a minor position by hacking out the 

f'i r,,ure o.11u name of Hat.ehopaut t:h.erCJver theDe a;,pAo.r e•\ 
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on monuments throughout i;g:;pt. Then he led his arm1en lnto 

battle in ?alest1ne and Syria. In seventeon cam9a1gns 

~utmoae III cn1:.a.'bllshed the absolute power or E'gypt as 

rar ae t he Elaphrates a.nd built the first real Fgyptian 

Empire. 11he whole country of Palaetlne on bot h s1de9 of 

t.he Jo1•de.11 was rnad.e an Egyptian provlnce by th1e Pharaoh. 

• This vast empire r emalned intact, more or leso, throug."1 

t he r e i gns or Thut mos~ Ill's 1m~ed1ate succee ~rs , Amen­

hot ep !I (c. 1447-1420 B. ~.) and Thutmose IV (c. 1420-1411 

J3. c.). Thus w~ oee that frorn a.bout 1550 .a. c. to a.bout. 11i11 

n. c., ! 1ale F-t ine -waa under the control of >::gy.pt.1an Pharachs.10 

~a t h t:1e p1•1nc1pla ra.cts regarditl...; tho r e 15ns of the 

l' ha.r o.ohs of t.h e early eighteenth Py:ias ty br,rf'ore us , W9 cau 

proc~ .tl to br ing t .4e exodua into t.he picture and draw sev­

eral 1nferenoea. 

li'lrs t.., t a.}:ine; ones again the yea r 1447 .o. c. a s the 

do.t e of t tlri :rxodus , we r1n 1 that it ralle withln thc-: l a ·st 

yea r t>r t..wo oi' t ho reign or Thutmone III (c. 1501 ... 14'•7 a.a.), 
ll 

· wh 9 wo..cld the.a be come t hi, Pha r e.oh of t ,e 0? :'ressicm. 

Thi · p lct.=.1re nr '!'hutmose II 1, as the op-;>reasor nf' the 

I s raelites , would be quite credi ble s i nce we kaow t hat he 

1°For a complete d1so~ss1on or tho succees1on of' rul­
ers e.t thie t1me sec Geors e St eindortf', and Keith C. SeolG, 
~ E$tYpt 'Ruled !t!! ~, (Ch1aagos Un1verg1ty of' Chicago 
Presa, o.1942). 

11J. P. Fret>, Archaeolosy an.a B1§1t? Hiet.orY ( m1eaton, 
111.s Van Kampen Pr ess , c.1950},p. 6 . 
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was a great. bu.lldcr amt employe<i C'!cmU,ic laborers on his 

oonstruot1on projecta. 12 Ahmose I (c. 1580-1557 a.c.), 
who expelled the ilylts oa, might have been the "new king over 

Esynt, ·who kne-'t: not Jnscph" ment1onnd in Exodus 1:-9, l3 and 

\,uce,n Hatshapsut ml5ht. have been the " ~'haraoh' s daughter" 

of' Exc~ 1.1s 2:5-10. 1.li And if we aocapt, Thutmoso III as the 

Pharaoh or the Oppr es s ion then hls auccesoor, Amenhotep II 

(a. 1447-1420 a.c.) was the ~haraoh of the Exodue. 15 Thus 

we see ·that the early date 1447 n.c. fits very well into 

t h-J h l s t cr1cal ) ict.ure. 

llet ur l n· , no~;, t o the question o'f r gyptian c ot1trol 

~ve r .P1tl aatlna, , ·e find tha t Amenhotep III (c. 1411-1375 

e.c.) war: the lmmediate aucces3or of Thut.moRe rt. It was 

d~r i . g hle re1_n t hat the empire attained 1ta greatest 

s ;.: l ondor. 16 Howf.r.rer, 1t w.ao about the twelfth year of th.is 

r e i gn (o. 1400 B. C.) that oert.ain movement.a began here and 

tlls r •~ which l ed t.o th0 gradual weakening of C:gypt' a hold 

17 upon her outalde poo~e~olons. 

12 s. L. Oatger, Tho Old Testame11t And Modern .ul ... coverv 
~Lo!'ldon: s. P. o. 1.r. • 1938 ), p. 17. 

13 
Ibid.• p. 14. 

14Jaok F1nesan, Lii:tht ~ !!:!.£ Ancient ~: In! Archae­
olo~1oa.l .f3aolt~round ,2,! lh,! Hebrew .. Chr1s't,1an Rel131on (Prince .. 
t.;>n, N. J.; ?rinoeton University Press , c.1946), p. 106. 

15 . Ca15or, Jm• .sll•, p. 20. 
16F1negan, .22• clt., P• 93. 
17 · Jack,.$?• s,!!., pp. 34-8. 
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our1..g th.t-1 reign ot hie immed1at.e successor, .>\men­

hot®p I V ( o. 1375··1356 n .. ~.), also known ae i\kna.t.on, t he 

orinla i n !?e.l es t1ne became a.o t e . 16 Oonf'1rma.t.1on or all 

this has boer. 1mmens~ly s tr~n8t honed by t he discovery of 

tho l arge collect1on or Tell el-Ama.rna. Letters (over :550 

in a.11) 19 w1i.::h w~rc f'oi.lnd in 1887 l the arcbi-rr .s of 

4.kn~t.on f a r oroign ot'rice. 20 

'.fhe :;, l e t t ern, aoverlng a :,e1'lod f rom about 1400-1366 

.B. c. "21 h O\·: that ~_ypt.1an control o•;e r .1. a l o,.,tlne had b co1 

s wea?:::e cd s.nrl, r el exed from a.bout 1J100 B. "" • onwa?'ds , t llat 

any ·n·AU d.inoipl1n.e.d , or5a.nlZfld £orc8 co,1ld t alm po~e1eosion 

r>f t ho la.ri . The -w:rltrare complain b1tta?'ly of :gy?t'o 

e t t.he!r 

ap~ea l s fo~ he l p agai,gt the 1nv~d~ra. 

•.r f: t rc:ubl G c:mmo · f'rom s :~vere.l quarter ,. 22 Flrst, 1n 

t he nort~1 , th 'ittites, u,1d~r the 1 ad rsh1_ of Sh.uop1lul1u, 

wc•r c pourh1g s o th and attackln3 yr1a. Second , furt.her 

s ou. t.h, t he t roubl e ·was c:iused by ,\mor1 tcjs who had the 

no!a1s c~llcd ZAGAZ. These people, 

18Ib!d•, p . 39. 
10 J Sir Fredario Kenyon, The Dibl e .am! Archaeolo:51 (New 

York: Harper & 61 .. others , n.d.}, p. 71. 

20aa1eer, _sm. ill•, p. 21. 
21Ja .. lr, .2.2,. ill• , P• 42. 
22lbid h7 ~7 -· • pp. "t -:> • 



along with t he Hlttites, capturf)d town aft.er town 1.-i north­

ern Palestine. Finally, ln the aouth 1 af'f'a:1.:rc wero e~ually 

f'"rious . , ract1cally all r>t the e n_outhern princes sent 

lette11 Fo 9.ppealin . fo;:o h .lp against invad tag arml 11. In 

~urtlouler, t he governor of J erus~lem, Abd.1•H1bn, ma~as 

ur0ent r eq~ ~st s fo r f.gyptlan troo.,n , stating tha t unless 

+.h ey ca bn s .. -eedily oent., the whole country wi ll be lost 

t~ ;:C'!'.y pt. .. He oalla t he i!lvadiig e.rmlf:3s the "Hab!ru", a 

~ame ~hich m ny acholar~ believe to ba the exact equivalent 

h1lo­

l c, ,1c,;s.11y ~.qu.:ivQlG t, no hiatorical oonnect,!on can be 

t.rac :i b~t.W1:.:f)n t h e .Hab1.ru r evoll..ltion and ti'H.- or 1e;1nal 

1.wa.11 io.1 of Ctm e.an by t h!: I 9re.P.ll tee un:tcr ·J r>shu,9.. The 

t w mov omc11t s w r e ~ns ontlally d11:'t1nct. 24 For, on. the 

r.;.~s t by T"f:J.Y of Jez•1cho, ,1h1.lc , oa t he other ha."ld., the 

I 25 11Habir.1: lc.unchP:i t heir atta.0;k fro .. the north. The most 

0 ,1 • ce.:1 say !e t.he.t the 1'Habh":.1" . were groups of nomadic 

1Jr ~ r:, i -nomadlc pe opl e o t2 t he des-:!rt bor..:ier or the Fert'l.le 

Cl"eec (,?.,t. In t1::1es of po2.ce they wo:ri-ted. i o va1'1r.m.a C&ilac-

1t:les for t he sottled oeople. In un~ettled per-iods they 

23 F1:iega n , ~- ID• , : • 101. 
24Jack, .2.r,1. ~-, pp. 128-29. Jack says 11!la~iru'' were 

the Hcb;re,,si of tho 1!:Xodus. 
2• =>John Garotang , ~ Foundati::ms £I. Bible History: 

Joshua , Ju. n:es (London: Oo:1stable , 19:;1), P• 255. 
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might have raided the urban areas or hired themselves oat 

as me?'CP.narie~ to one party or another. 2~ 

•Vt t his point it t11 l nt.e r e f, t.ing t.o note 'r. J. Meak' s 

vie w w1 th r egar d 't,o the dat e :,f the 'EJX'l:ius. 

H~ b ,11e,1i:= :.1 th:-it the 11liablru" 1nvao1on or th ~ Amarna 

r .. e t.1.s r s "t1a.o one of the fi rea.t invas ion!\ of Beiou1m1 f'r•om the 

de, r ·t, an 1nva~lon whlch was p-roceeding 1r: a r101ithw sterly 

d1r•, ctiorl . ()ne g rou 'brokA off t.u1der the l eader hip of 

J o"?hua an.. ushe:d 1·rLi, Palesti ne , con.querlng Jericho some 

time durln · t ho fourteenth century 3.0. As the mo,, sm~.nt 

~ r:>occded s out hward , other groups broke arr and late-r :form­

~1 t h o t i ng.ioma of' • mmo, , l:oab , and ~dom. A r.,ox•t1on o f ti11s 

" · u1n :novcrnent .ot. i nto E'5ypt , ,-;o.s l ed out from l:.he?"e 

by ,•lt>soo abr.mt 1200 1:L C. • r> lckr.d up a. t eu other tr:lbea or 

c l e . s i n the :E•agion of' the Sinai .. en!nsula, and then invad­

e· ?'ales t. .i.a c dlr eotly f'r•o,n tho aouth t111:.hout g o lng e.rou."'ld 

t.o t e ea.a t. of th£> Dead Sea. 'l'h11s in thi s view there arc 

t wo distinct phe.eee: the invasi on of t he Joseph tribes 

( theeE: t1•1baa h !.d nev ... r been i n tgypt) l ed by J oshua troro 

Trn.e1sjorde.n in the l a.to t'ifteonth and fourteenth cer1tury 

B. 'J. 1 a. t h<~ invas ion by i-!oses into Judah from tllo s outh 

1n the second half of' the thirteenth c ntury u.c. 27 In e. 

26G. E. t 1•lgb.t, " Epic of Con 1uo~t, :, ~ Bl ollcal rchs.e­
olo&iat., III ( September, 1940), 30-1. 

27J;bid., :58 • 
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word, then , the conquest waa a gradual 111f'lltrat1on into 

the oountry from the north and cast thu.t extendecl ovor a 

oonaldc::n.--abla period of time and di~· not become an accom• 

pl1.sl1ed fact until the tlme of the monarchy. 28 

nowevor• , the:r•e ar,:J a m.1mbor or object.ions which one 

may ra1Ae against t.h1s theory of' the date of the E:Xodus. 29 

F1ret, Jnshu.,a 1s placed at least s. c,,ntury and a half before 

[1im~es , so th~t the formor dld not succeed tho latter. 

~eoot1'3 , t.he dr.ta1led Rtory 1:1 Numbers of tha o1roumvent.1on 

o t' t h<" ?.'loabl t e e and Ed·oml t as-, the defeat of S1hon, end the 

mo 11cmon t. of . t.hc lf'lrael1 te tribes from F.5yp t. arou!ld. the Dead 

.)ea, \;orl-:-tng t heir way n.,rth, cou.ld not then "oe accepted, 

.at, l naet wU,h t:.he- Bibll cal writers ' 1nter,rretat1on. rhird, 

J .1ac. h i r. not asqociat.EJd with Egypt. Finally, so:1olare a r e 

by n~ mean certain t oday that the Amarna Lette1·s offer 

eurr,.clent evidence to asaume au.ch a rnaJor 1nvssio!l from 

t he desert regions. 

In :returning t.o the asee,rt1on of t ha lat· date 

theorists that PaleRtl11c was so erf',:ot1v~ly controlled tha~ 

it. we.!? almost 1rupoe31ble to't' the Iora.el1t" e, to have taken 

posaees i on of the lan:1 before 1290 B.c., \-le find that. 1t 

1G not in accord wlth the hiotorlcal evidence. There 1s 

2a'l'. J. f,!eek, 11 '.L'he Iara.elite Conquest, or ::.phraim, 11 

a.: ... :. O.R,. 61 (February, 1936), 19. 
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,good reanon to believe that R5yptla..~ control ln Val~ot1nP. 

was eH, weakened that 1 t was .an easy ma.tte-:r for out.s1ders 

to oo~o 1n and capture the land. On the other hand, if we 

ta?te the yt:.a.1 .. lli00 a. a. a r. the time or the an try or the 

I sra.ell t e ~ 1nt o Palaf\tin.c, 1 t would have t aken place about 

the time when tbe country was seeth1n with .fact1ons and 

plots. ~,1 th •,5Y·9 t:!an po\'1er net1r its lowest ebb, the 

Ieraelitea wo!lld have ho.d a.."l excellent op9ortU:,-iity t o con-

3ol1dat.e· t.bo1r 9os it1ona. li"..irtherDJore, 1f the apclla.t1on 

of tha pr evlou Egyptian conquest.a 1n Pales tine was anything 

like t he.L depicted 1n the records, the tr:i.um;,hs or Egypt 
. . 

:n ~""nt 1: effect the 711n or t\',e coJntry a. 1d accounted in 

a l~i."&e r11("0.SU'Z''O for· the decay of the old Canaan! te po'.:er 

ana civilization allowl!'lg the Ieraellteo to capture tho 

land more r ead1ly.::;o Thua the date, 1400 B.C., would be 

in perfect harmony with t he h1stor1oal data. 

However, the late date th¢or1ots, while e.dm1 tti't1g the 

s~rious l o9s of control r eferred to, hold that the laa~d waa 

rec'Onquered by Egypt duri:'lg the ninet eenth Dynasty. There­

fore , they argue, tho .,cr19d or th~ Isx•aelit.e conc~'-lest must 

he.ve talte:i p l ~ce almost two centuries later whsn Pa.leetlne 

was permanently los t.'1 We proceed , there fore, to examine 
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the h11tory or the nineteenth Dynasty and ses how exten­

s1vely ~6YPt r econquere1 Paleatlne. 

Setl I (c. 1322-1301 B.C.), the second king or the 

nineteenth Dynasty, invaded ?aleatine and wa5ed a numb~r 

of campaigns on the Mediterranean Coast, i n northern Pales­

tine and Syria. Jus t how exteno1ve and lastlrie theoe cam­

pai gns w~r a it 1s ha1 .. d to tell. Ho\-.J'.c\rer1 one can say tha.t 

there l o no trace in h1s cs.mpa.15nc or any occ .tpat.1on Qf 

oentra l and southern Palestine which wcald be the t err1-

th1t, pa.r·l.tcular time 1r they had 1•eoonquered th.•~ l and 

S.l"OU!'l,:l 14,00 So C. 32 

Set.i' g i'a n u~ eon. and auccf;ssor, Rarneaaes II 

(c. 1301"1234 n.o.), continued what his rather started. 

H{>ws v r, he auccoeded only in w1nn1ns back what his fat.her 

held ~efor~ him. 33 Th.a oh1ef r esult of h1o wars i n Pales­

tine and Syri waa to brlng ruin a1d disaster to Ca.aan1te 

civilize.tion near the; coast1 and to st.op the H1tt1t -.s' 

rurt'he1· pi"ogreao tot1ar•do the south. 34 

f~er Rame~ses II, the hold of each succes~ive 

i hara.oh, even upon f::yria aml the oo:is t t 9rr1 t.oriee becam~ 

<52Ib1d., p. 62. 

:,:;;Ibid -· 34 . t 80 Oarstang, _qn,. s,_., p. 2 • 
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weaker. 1~1ame tab ( c. 1233-1223 B. c. ) ; his lmme:liate sue-

. 
cossoi•, s eems to. ha.ve undertaken a a'aml, aign &3ainat :Pales-

t111e . He r efers t o big numerous vlot.oritm i n an lnocr11-~t1on 

on t h bi\ck. or a large s t'!l~ . diacovc r e•.1 by Sir Flinders 

Petrie i n 189·6. 35 Thia v1otory stol e waa erected 1n the 

fi f th yea.1• o:r !~:erneJtah's reign , c. 1228 .a. ,:.,35 and r eoo~d.0 

h1~ va.r ;to:.m cam aigns in the !'ear ":aat, par ·t.icularly in 

Paleatl e . The i mporta.r1ce or t h :te 1ns cr 1, tion lico i n t h e 

fact t.ha t, I11ra1::l i::1 her e ment1ohed f or the f!rat t i...,e as 

be i na out lde ()f :!(~l)t an i ev1df:ntly i ,1 ,. alo3·tlne as a 

~ct t l ed co:-:i,c,m:lty. 37 If, t hnn, the ·;;x 1J:'lu e wo l d ·1ave 

t ake !]l a.er: :iuri n3 the r e16ll of Ra.mes:ses I I , how can t he 

u pholder s ,,r the l a t~ iat.e theory ex plain t he v1ct.<>ry 

:: t e l ~? 

Tbe i:>r i,~f hi s tori cal alt.etch or t h fJ la·t or 'Sgy9 t1an cam-

9a ig:1s ~ho~-.A t ha t. t hes e affor d 11 ttle gro md f ol'" t he con­

t ent ion o r t he late dat e t heor ist s that t ha I sra el i t e con­

quest must have t aken pl ?.ce when i~ales t i ne was ,r,er mane11tly 

lo-t, c. 1250 s.o. 
However, in r ·3View1ng t h lR "1,'hole s 1tus.t.1on , ther e are 

a nu ,,bor or fact.a \ihich must be 1•c:member~d. Flr9t, tull 

35cs. l gAr, .2.2,. ill•, P • 25. 
36 , J ~ck. ,22. 01 t. , ? • 254. 
37 -J1111am Roes, 11Jc-irlcho a .1 t he Date of the Exodus , u 

:th! Hibbert Journai', XXXI X· ( nct.ober, 1940-July, 191:\) ; 
:;01-02. 
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weight 1s not 5 lven by th~ uphnldera of the late d_te 

tboory to the fa.ct. that. th<-i aettlement of Cans.an took 

place gradually and was :iot pcrma.ncnt. 38 Thur, at. tlrst 

only a 11:nitc::d amount of' t erritory was under Hebrew rule. 

Aft.9r the f1r·t. conqueots much territory w1a1 lll t and ror 

;·:u• ot1ca.l. purposes, the central rang,,. Tht.tfl they were iso• 

l a. t«:?d ancl 1nde,'.)endent rrom the r e-et or Pal ·stine anq. 

wcmld h~rt.Uy h ave co!Ua 1n !:,,r,'t,!.\Ct with the 'i:.::3Y t.i.ar. a r my . 39 

A r -::&ll.zti t.ion of t h.lo l eads u:::, t.o see that t he r:11litary 

ca.1JJ a..10!1P or :ietl ! , R:i..T-e~m~s I I • ::md oth~l"'R must have loft 

t ho I □r~clitee pr a cti=ally untouched 1. t he h i £hlend t erri­

tory •:h 1.oh t hsy occupi ed at. rirst . 

I -n t h~ nccond ~lace, 1 t mu.a t be- r r,,membared. t.;at t he 

c ampa.1gmi of' t hese l t ,ir ?baraol~s were !i1reote.i ent.lrcly 
40 

a ;.:-aln. t t.he Eyt"ia?ir.i s.n!l Hittites ln the n"rt.h. The issue 

always l ay be t.ween F.~pt strue;...,11115 to me.1ntaln her :>:>wer 

1~ ~l ~s t i~e a .d nitti t e movement s from th~ north endeavor­

i ne to secure a place 1n r;outhwostem Asi a . Til:.1s th& cam­

pa.lgns of '!Zgyp t .coul d have but 11 t.tle effe ct. on the 

Israelite.a , whose ch1P.f centers at that. t.1mo lay faro.way 

38Jaok, 522. ,g!!., pp . 69-70. 
391bid., 7 ... - p. :, • . 
40Ib1d 76 Sl -·. pp. - • 



fro:n the bee.ten trs.ok. 

In the t.h .lr~l 9 l a.0~ , tho ract. t hat t ile l:Ubliaal r ecord 

ma~<Cfl n o r~ f e r eooe to a t Lacks by the Fgyptlans a.0a.1nst. the 

Israelites doE..., not. afford any vsli!i are;umcnt. again t, t.he 

flarly dste theory. 41 For the writero of tho Old Tee t.~ment 

'#ere not a ttem .. ting s ny exha ,ll:'t1ve h t s tory e 1 t.i'l,irr of the!r 

own nr1t.ion {lor -of' ne1ghborlr,g people • Their purpoae was 

pu.r e l y r e lig i •:;:.rn, not ! ol i t1o3.l. :i:hey recorded thoee fact.a 

whlt.:h c;ct l shcr po:• relie f t he r &a llzatl or1 of t.he --eas l anic 

mission of lorael. 

st.r6so 1s l a ld i n aupr;o?•t or t he l ~t.e c\at.e theory. It 1s 

ba •· d u:,o. t!1fl P.t a t.omcnt 1n r-:xcdus l; J.l t hat t.ho I&ra.ell t.e a 

du1,1t1 . ·t, 1~lr aojour.1 i t1 }i;gyp t 11 bu1l't, ror t.he? ?hara.oh t.re.ao­

urF o1t1es, ~~1thom :.in Raamee s." 51noe theru) cities are con­

nect (;}<l wlt.h Ra~11s snefl II (c. 130l•l23l~ a. c.J, :t t. l s aseumed 

t.hat. t he i?xo1us co:lld not hsVP t aken p l a~s bGf r e his 
J.i2 1,cig.1. 

Bot h of t l·e se c1t1e have been excavated a!l 1dont1-

f1 ed . Pith om 1~ now l den t.1.t'ied vi th t hP. ~it o , Tell Ret2.beh, ~3 

(su~~osed t o be Raamsos by Lts excavator, Pet.r1e) , 411 and 

~l l.l2li· , p. 6 1. 
42 Finegan, .2Jl• ill•, p . 107. 
143Albri_.;n t., Froio !wt Stone Au,r:.· !g ·nriot 1an1tY, p. 194. 

44ca1gc~, .22• cit., p. 15. 
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numaes ls ·1dent1f1ed with Tanie, 45 which lo tho same 

r,'llace as l\varls, the Hyksoe oap1t.al. 46 Amon5 th~ 1n~01"1p­

t.1ons rouncl a.t Raamsea are somP. whloh sh:-.w slavo labor 

being don~ by a ,eoplo called •~plru wh ich ar e 1dentif1ad 

by many scholars with t.'he Hebr€.ws . 47 But tllls 1dent1f1c t.ion 

1G debs.table since the 'Aplru may h~ve been Het,rews who 

r e-immigrated 1. to .. 51pt or \"to r e :)r1sonera or wa:.." i'rom ?a.lee• 
48 40 

ti:10 . 1-"urtharmor e , G. t . t~right. .,, aleo polnto out tl1at 

the t e rm 1 \plr~ may just refe r to & social st~tuo rather 

than a r acial grt>up. Thereforl9, to as1Sume on thls evidence 

that t!1e I ~rae11tc s or the i::Kn1us bu.!lt thla clty, Raa.m:n>a, 

durint: t.h~1 'r-e1gn of Ramettzoq II, ia u.awarrant.e-d. There are 

a.lr;o u. numbei of ot her cons 1derat1 .:'lP. ,-;h: ch o,,c ·muEtt t.a~e 

i nto acoo .. mt whP.n dealing wl th thls problem .. In the first 

p l e.c,, , wo l eum from Genesis 47;11 that Raameeo wa.a the 

name or 9. ,-,rov1nce 1,1 "'".SY. t. f o?' whi ch the nam<" of Goehon 

ca.tie t b~ kno,-m (Genesis 47:6). SO Lago.r,ie, Hommel, a.'ld 
--1 

ot.he1• aaholara:::> have c ,,m~ t o the, rJ011clusion th,::1t the true 

45Albr1c ht, From ~ ;,t,onf: 1\g,,e !s2 Ohr1a t1an1tf, 9. 194. 
46~,; .. F .. ,\lbr1~_ht, 111'.rchaeolosy and t i::e Date or the Heb-

r ew Con:1uil:'!st or p,9.l.ef\tlne, 11 B. r .. s,o. R., 56 ( April, 19,5), 16. 
47 Bur2"0;.:s , .22• ill• • p;,._ 74-5. 
48Jack, .22,. c1t.., P• 2S7. 
49 

."r1t~ht, .22• ~., 31. 
so 

Ros~, ml• ill•• 307. 

5].Ibld. 
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r eading of tn i. s v or HP. t.a not "!;1thom and Raamses", tut 

v ith·m or Raamaes (the ~rovtn oe). 5econdly, we l e ·rn that 

in Genes l s , Re.!l, st:5 wa? the mi..,ne t>f a d istrlct in the t1me 

or Ja.c:ob, an from the F.gyptia.:1 monumc-mt o there l :,1 evi ·e~c£ 

t hat. o:rn O'C' t,he sQns of lla.hm,t@ ,-,a s ns.med Rames . 52 Final• 

ly, 53 the n:2me :laamses, ap, lied tn t 'he cl ty i n ~.,xo1u.n 1, 11 

"ma.y n!>t have been ado;Jt ed tlll long after '~h.e cl t.y was 

built, and i ndeod t111 long afte~ t h~ I or ~alite had l eft 

t· ypt. ,154 ThuP. 11 t her c seems l1t.tlo gro· nd for unin the 

bu1ld1n .) of ti"w cl t.y a 0 a ~1 a r gument l n fs.vor of a late date 

roi• l,he irxo ·u::" . u55 

1P. ha,,e exa1111n d th~ hlstor1ce.l aettlng of t h Exodus , 

a11 rLn thg,t t he co., l t.1onn of the · e«rly do.ts tit the c1r­

ouiiF.' tancen. There le no coin5)e11_1ng r ea non t. accept th :. 

l a.tc de t e . 

52-F. c. ,.,oolr, editor, ll!,.:. 1011 Sible t··ith Com entary., 
( Londol·i: J obn i'-14rray, 15'77), I , _51~. 

53 Bur?·owo , .sm,. _g!!., p . 75. 1-16 ,.,oints out t.hs.t ''it 
is ~>OA 0 1ble tha t the Habre ,·t t;,r l t.::r hi 1Exod1rn 1: 11 used e. 

·r l0itlv • ly le.te name tor the cl ty evan thou~,h ref~rring to 
an arlier time , Ju~t aa one of us might ~ay tha t the Datch 
built l\ew York." 

54 
Jsclt , M• ill•, !.le 25. 

SSlbid., p. 25 t. 



C!ild'TF.R IV 

I n t. C? two pl"caed1ns chept e r a we hswe cUsaove1:"od t hat, 

for 't 1e inoct r1,,.1"t, th avatla.blc. cbronol ogica l a d h ltltor1 .. 

nd 1400 n.c. r ~r th~ Isr aelites e 1trence i nto the F rom1Gcd 

L:m:'l. I t is necessary n :,w t hat. W"' direct oul' a tt.e ,t1c,n to 

t h';) a r ch--} •·.olog3.cal data whJ.cl1 .. a.ve com - to llsht 1n th~ 
. 

1: ··, V"'-ticnr: o. 'i'ra ajor den and .,,a.lcs t1ne 1:i ox-der to dis-

C~il'C':2"' t, iih t e xtc n t the ao da.t.a e:nl l5-11.ten the general 

, . r lot f' t. e ! f?rn'"'li t e conquest. Do .,. this cvld0&'lCG i'a.vr,r 

t.h a r·ly .at 1 1400 n. c:., or t :ie l ate at~, c. 1250 e .. ~ ... 

ro o .e extent we can trace t!1e pr obalJle c:nirs e of' 

t,h1J lsi•ael !t,~•- l n t heir• J our!l.e-y fro · r.gy t t o P:i l astlne . 

i'ie l oam from t ~e 8lbl a t !:at. t he na:u~ of th • ul ldernesc 

and 1;h~ :no nt wher o t ho i..9.w wa.2 g iven ,·,as Sinai. ~•Je l ear 

f urther t ha.t from t h i o wilder. ess ot· Si nai the Israslitss 

J ur tey e,J by :1;any e t a er, to Ez ion3eber. From £ziongeber 

they c e.111• te> Kadash or Klldeoh-bsrnea i ll tlle wi l dernes:; of' 

Zi:1 s. 1 !l,pa i"e.rrt.ly made t heir• hcGd(iue.rt rs thoro for some 

't, !rne. From Ka · osh, HooGe s<:mt. raesse. gers t o the !-tin · or 
edom roquea t!n5 per!lliss 1 ,~ ror t he lllr!.olite to _,a.sa 

1;h r o A6h t he la.ml. 



:;5 

tmd .t-op • aont me!.1oe 15 ~r o from Kade eh unto the k1nr& of' 
:::dom, • • • Let ~~ ps.oP. , l ray thee , through thy co:;n­
try • •• we w111 s o by the k1nga hlgh way, we will not 
turn to the rt~ht nor to the left, untll we hav~ paas~d 
t hy borders. 

'fhesa words prasup,ome that. &t ths time or the I ara.c:,li·t E:• 

conqusi:l t. e. etrcmg k1 1g1or-? P.X1 -t e 111 1-:dol!!. T!'lue when tne 

rule .. of :;'dom r (,! f ~ed !)!:H'm1se1on for t hs l s raell te to nase 

t hrough th ~ land , it. bc::ca.me necessary tor them t.o m~ke their 

h::tva not ed pr9v1ou::-1ly, there wa?. a fl~trl :.,,,lllng clv111zat1on 

t n Tra:u j or :i3n a.bout ·t he t:l.tr.c of Abraham. ~\ maln central 

h l Jht•lr.lY l"H.fl t h r01J ' h thF. la.id at. t hat tlmo S.fld 16 cla,a.rly 

t _racr: ulf:: ·oy t hr~ rulns or. the a1t,ea. In fact thi was 

-,r,1b:,.bly t hr. •--~ma h.lghwa.y al. a s which the ea:~t crn ld,iss of 

Oe o .. 1:= f m.rt. ecm movn:l t•;hon t.hey i nvnd ~d Canaan. 2 

. 3 
However , ~els ~ Glue ck from his cxcavati ns 1n· Tra.~e-

jorde:i "a ci,nvinoed that. the 1•eglone or -:dom a . d i•lo~ b had 

no s~ttl~,d. commun1 t1eo between t .ae nine t eenth a 11d thir­

t een th cent1 ·r ies :o ... I n fact, to hi•n the period bet.ween 

1 Number's 20:14, 17. 
2Jack li'i!'le-Ba:1, L15h t !£2!1! !!!.£ A!'lclf:mt ~; ,Ig§, :,rchaE'­

olr.,3ica l Baok5round 12! !!:!!! Hebreu-Chrl~tian Re:lit,1on (Pr1ncc­
t,on, H. J.: . ? r1nce t on University r'reRs, c.1946), p. 1,1. 

3Nelson Glueck, '' -:;xplora. t.1one in a~tern f'alest.!ne and 
'l',h Nege'b,'' B. , s . o. H., 55 ( Se" t •mber, 1934), 15-16. 
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rez1 on (t,wi.unbor. 20: 14 ft. ) , th 1 c would seem t.o point to a 

date later t han the period of 1400 B. c. as their ~ntey into 

Canaan. 'fhert;for-a, he rr:asons4 that the s1tua~1on 9re-

sup oac;-<l. i n ; umbers_ 20: llf-17 did not exist oer~re the t.!'11r­

t e -.ath centu.ry .i3.C. but d 1<1 or eva11 rrorn th:it time 011. 

It becomes 1mpoon1ble, therefore, i n t he 11Jht of sll 
t hi s ne\•1 archasol '>gicB-1 evidence ••• to ex.;lape the 
ouncluAlr>n t hat the part.10\llar Exo:lue of tho Israel i t es 
throu-;h. enuthern Tran JordM coul"l not l'lave taken place 
b =if or e the thirteenth century B. i:; •••• Had the Exodus 
t.hrou:-:h s outhern Tr&?it'jords.n taken placa before the 
thlrtP-onth century B. C., the l sraslltea would h~ve 
f'ou~1d nei thcr 'Edom1 to nor Z Qabi t e lt1nsdom , well organ• 
ized and well .fortified, whos e ruler s couh.l ha ve given 
'Jr wi t,hhP.l d pormleolnn t..o go throuwi th31 r t.orr1 t.orias. 
lnde'?d thF..: I ora.e li t os , h.E1'1 t bey arrlved on the eoetie 
f ·h •st, ml g. t hav~ occu l a all of Edom an•i Moab t.hem­
P.e l vee , an~ l eft t.h l and on t.lle west s i de ')f the 
J o~d4 f or late aomer a • 

• do~lto t orrltory, whe~e a~ y't thorough excavatlons have 

nl)t ceu 1 carried out. 5 In taat it ha.a beF}ll · o1nt ed out that 

whil e t he olaar~1f1c6.t1on of pot t e ry evide11ce in I a lest.1:ie 

ha s been high ly r efined in r e ·cent yea rs , adJumt.me.nta of 
6 

more t han ane hundred yearR hav. been made in thA ~ant. 

4Nels on Gl u~:ok, !h! Othe1• ~ .Q! ~ Jop~\s.n (Mew 
Haven, Conn.; America.~ ~ahQQls or 0~1ental Research, 
c.1940), TJ. 146. 

SJ h .. , ORO':.> $ •· 

( lvb c.,a ton , Ill.: 
6Ib1d. -

Free, Arohaeolo51 .!ml Di bl e Hi s t ory 
Van Kampen ~ ress , 0;1950). p. 99. 



31 

FurthP.rmore, ··,·. F .. Albright. ointo out, 7 t hat as f'ar a.s 

the 9ot ab~rd ev1d~noe 1n southe rn Palestine 1e concerned 

"no exact date oan be s0t." Second, the :las aha.mra Tablet.a 

( c. 1400 3 . a.) srje&k or F.dom as an organized kingdom. 8 

Third, 1!' t.h -: .a:.f:lo', .i. t oe and !•!oa !tea llved aft.er tl1e m!lruler 

or th~lr r esent day Badouln 1nba,bltants .. very litt.le 

1mpor1 habl e c-,vidonce would r emain. 9 Thus we see that 

Glu~ck' n b.1~ot :\.on to t.ho early date tor t he Bxodu.a i s not 

as conclus ive a s l a 1m!l0 1ned by the l a t e date th,:)o r1A1.s. 

'IJ'nt 11 raor e 11gh t i s F-hni1 uron t he subj ect, one ca.11not con­

Di e r t.hl o ob,1'ict.1mi ao an argument a.galnot. the early date 

Jn OP a _a1n , then, lf wo can determlne the date of the 

Israe lltoe ' conquest or entry of ~alcetlae, we coul d r s akon 

b9.Cl< rrol"l it. t o t he app1•ox1ma.t e da.t.e of th.€ !Xod,.1s. We know 

frora the Book of Joahua t,hs.t the cit,y Jericho was the firs t. 

co. ·1:U~::: ~ ,.,hi.ch t i - I s raelit .. s made. It we can d13c over when 

thi~ city c~a ed t o exiai, w~ will be abl e t o arrive at a 

d a.t f r,r t h c o que~t of l'a.le ~1t! e. 

Th6 Rxcav.!itlon o!' ,Terlcho wes f'!.rF-t attempt ed by Ernst 

7w. F • • \ lbrlf~h t, 1 !£gm .!!lll <;to'tl§ Afe 1g :Jhrlst.lan t : 
Monotheism and tho H1Ator1aa l Prt>cees 2nd ::rr.:v ,.sod. e 1t1on; 
Baltimore: ~ eJohn Ho~k1ne Pr os~ , 19~6), p. 195. 

8~•.'ill1um noes, 11Je.r1cho and the Date of the Exodue, 11 

l!!! Hibbert Joumal, XXXIX ( Ootooer, 1940-July, 1941), 30~. 
9Io1d. 
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3ell1~ 1r. 1907-1909, snd wac continued ~y J ohn Garote.ng 1n 

1930--1936 with great succ,3as. 10 The l atter excavator has 

dlvidf~d up the h iot.ory of t h1o city 1nt.o five auec~saive 

a l phabetical perlodo. City A be lon a to the flrat part of 

t he ., rly Br onz ~ l,ge. 11 C1 ty 3 was founded about 2500 .a. c., 
or ah i-tly be?f re, and wa~ occupied i n the daya '>f the 

:>h~.l"P.O'h , f r..111:1g ab-:>ut 1700 B. c . Cl ty C W1 th 1 ts slace 

and t:rem~nclou., 01 ty wall dates from about 1700 a. c. t.o 

'"oou:t. 1::,vO • •., wh\'J.i it was viol ntly de s troyed. This 

criod c ,,rreF.1.9ondA t •o t.ho rule of t.h · Hyksos; in r s ypt, and 

t he na~e or HykP.os k1n! S arc found eta~ o~ uoon jar 

h~ndlc . City D, the on ment1on~d i n Jo hua , wa! rounded 

shor tly aft er 1500 a.c. ani was destroyed some time 1n the 

t.:nd o t ho fif't enth century 3.C., or the beginning or t.he 

f 01.u,t.l':' n t.h. Cl t.:, 1': belo .. ea to lihe Iron Age. The co. s tr· at.ion 

of thl o cl ty ma:, wsll be connected w1 t h t hF.. st,atement. i n 

I Kings 16:34 t hat a man from Bethel by tho :..1ame or Hiel 

lO::I·a,e t er O. !iicOown, Ih,€ Ladder J2.!: r}p;resa in Pales­
tine ( N'e1·: York: Harper . - Hr othe1,s , c.1943 , p:, . 6§ .. 70. 

1111s r:,nze l\ge11 l s a t cccnic:.ll t tr:rm cf archasol og1st.s 
f' or t.b ~ rion :,.r nceed1ng the lntroduotlon of' iron into 
com,o~ u, e shortly after 1200 a.o. This Age 1G UGaall7 
d ivided Ur' as follows; ... arly Bronze ~o , shortly before 
3000 to about 2100 B.C.; Middle BronzA Age I, SDQUt ?.100-
1900 s.c.; l ldd l ~B Bronze Ase II, about 1900-1500 B.C.; 
Lat,e Bro:1ze Age , about 1500-1200 B.C. G. E. ~;rl gbt, " .p1c 
of Conque~ t," !h! Biblical Ar cl~aeolo~1~t, III ( ~3optember, 
1940>, :n. 
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built Je1·1cho 1n the iayc: of Ahab and J e zebel. 12 

John Gars t.ans est abllzhed t h chronology or those 

suoce a.,1vc cit1.es by excavat1!18 t he?. Tell a:id the cemetP.r1o~ , 

wh.'i.ch yielded gre,at quant1t1ies of pot.tery !lrJd s carabs which 

c ould be dat ed. Her thi:- e:,vldenae for the deatruct.1on or 
the Late Br onze Age cl t y seems t.o b~ very clear. Firet, t..~e 

st, ri!:' 3 f carabs, wh.1ch he round , end w!th the r e ign or 

~ ruiotP.p 1r- (c. 1~11-1375 o . ~.), and ther e 1s ooth1ng 

Al ~& to s1J.3 ::,'.eat a later dat e . 13 Second, 9 ract.ically no 

My c n an ~>ottery, ~,h5.cn be3an. to be 1moor ted from the 

,\c•.ee.n area about, 1400 i;;,. "'•, has beiern found 1n the o1ty' s 
14 1~ 

. t t 'l.\C ti ._'IQ . • 1le r e fore , J. Ga::-s tang a.sar.rt.s J t.hat all 

t h" a rcha !?olr.i. ical evidcmoe i)Oit1ts t wards t he year 1400 

5 . :! . f',,r t he fal l of the laot c1 t.y oi' J e:-icho which there­

after 1.-·e i131 ed l.L"l t.il t h i?J time or k.lng Allab. 

Si nce , therc ro1•e, th,~ exca vat.lona of Jericho pillnt 

to th.c dat e c. 1400 .a. c. f' ?' t ha city's deetr110tio!'l and 

s i nce t hf' O i l d ren of Israel ~tare :ln t he wilderness f:>r 

forty yea1•a, we may c ' nclt1de that t.h P. :·xoaus tt>o <" pl ace 

around the ycal" 1447 B. C. Thua we aee tl'la t not only the 

12McCown, ,sm. ill•, pp . 66- 84. He g1vas a. very com­
- let~ d1s cu oa1on of t he J ericho evldeoce. 

13 
Ib1d. , t p . 79-80. 

1~ Free , .ea,. c1 t. , p . 1,;2·. 
15 Rosa , :m,. SU•• 302. 
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ahro,10lo"l'ical n. 1tl hletorlcal evi .ence sgreeo w\tn the oarly · 

date ,· out t hat thEr arc'haeolo31ca.l cvld2~ ce also c nflrms 

t he sa.r.e . 

However, t.here are ::1e!'lous objo=lt.1ons to t.hls evidence. 

So:;ie scholars havn f'elt t.:u1t: the Jericho evldance ;,o1nte 

to e dat. ·:: 11.i t. r than ll~OO .s.o. for t he fall of the city. 

:l. F. Alb1•l«h.t16 d,atc:::s t bc:f rall between the years 1375 a.a. 
a.:r 1300 s . c. V1 .. ccnt17 dates the f a ll or Jericho bet.ween 

1250 · ., t1. and 1200 a.c., b:.\t o. E. ·irl !Jht points out18 

tha t. if a1Jcb a det,a, le aoco t ed, lt, wo•,ld .1ot ba ln harmon1 

t- !th the vl '.l ·n c ... sl:-.c e the cl1~1 .. act.cir!s tic !')Ott,sry of the 

. •~iod 1::mo .. 1200 o.c. 1a enl.1r e l;v absent. at J erleho, "and 

t h~ Z'i. al <i ;i;·t.ruoti r.> of tbC?- Lat e llronze S;ge city must, 

thnr'9 f' :r-e , bt? :.1arlie1" t ba 't,he t.h1z•teentb contury. wl 9 

Wbilo G.. .• : rlght 0011cl .ide~20 that ,Jericho mt.1st have 

f'a ll~n be:!'ore t,hr. t h irteenth century, he aePs n,"> ,ay t · 

dat . it more c l osely than to put it wit.bin the ?Sriod 

16t-;. l• . ,~lb?-lgh t, ·11'l'hf? Israelite Con ueot ot Canaan 1n 
tho Li e,ht _of 4\rchaeology, 11 a.A. ~1 0 , R., 74 ( .pr11, 1939), 20. 

171:r •• R l • •• " • . ow oy, 
Cana.an, 11 B .. r,. ~- , R1 , 

16·wri~ht 1 ,c ;;~tc 
&'!.at, 35. 

"Th :;x odue and t.he ~ettlement. 1n 
85 U"ebrmary, 1942), 31. 

l9'l. F.. ·~·r1s "'t, "Two ,asul1df'rst oo~ Items in tile ~xodus­
Con. uest Cycle, 11 _B,A. s. o. ~,, 86 ( t,pr11, 1942), :,~. 

20ib1:i. -
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betwe"'n 1475 B. C. and 1300 B.C. 11AboolutGly all t.bat we 

cm say about it with CGrtatntty 1G that the city rell to 

tb.f: Hebrews i}Offlt~tlme between cir. 1475 and 1300 B.,c. 11 

J ,;,hn Garstang~1 howev::~r, -,,bserveD that tew of the3e 

opinionA a r e ba<od on flrtlt-hand knowl edge of t he r esult.a 

oi' hie exca.v9.t1on a t J ericho , and tha t 01any are based oi1 

d :fi nite n reeonce::,ti,)ns concerning t he date of the E'xodt.:.s . · 

He 00L.-1t s out, f,i r t 'har nore, that. no ocbolar has :le ye t 

ced f1"011 t h~ r esults or hi oxqava t.lons any evidence 

t hat Ci ty D r a~ain0d in oxlstence art.er the r eign of ~he 

1':gyp'Lian Pharaoh, Amonhot e,p II ( c . 1411-1375 B. ~. ) • '.fhen, 

t oo , it i ill\: t be romembei"ed t,bat ev t:tn if one d i d acceot G • 

.1:. . ·:ri h t' s conclusions t hio da t e woul d still bo i n ~eneral 

a grE1.-s: a t w:l t h ·t.he t,heory that the I s raeli t ee, arrived i n 

?al.~:tine a.rou id 1400 3 . C. 

An~the r obJectlon t o t he da t ~ 1400 B.o. for the oon­

qu,:tet r . a l eotine is t he ,roblem of t he city Ai. It ,1111 

bE r ornember e l t hat the rsras l i tes pr oceeded at once from 

J ericho t.o Ai, nf}ar Bethel, ancl took it after an 1nlt lal 

fa:l l ur e. 22 

The site of d, nm: ca lled et-'l'ell1 ha~i been excava t ed 

by i:.me. Judith - Krause. .h e i'ou,1d t hat the, mound had not 

21 Free , .22• s,ll., !>• 131. 
22J'oehua 7-8. 
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been inhabited bet•::aen 2200 a .. :-;. and 1200 a.c.23 It th1e 

oo~clus 1on 1~ correct, then the account of tho canturP. and 

de str~tcM.on of Ai in ,T,,ahua seven a.'ld P-i8ht w-~ml<l have to 

be rele~ated to the rogion of the l egondary. 24 

However, .a ,>oscible ex .lanntion ,.,f' this problam, con­

cer·n1ng A1, r1as been o:f'fered by the French Cathol1a archae­

ol c 1st, P{>r e '11nce:rt., He hilt" su5.'3eated25 that when the 

I~1•aal t es a t~s.cked .\1, ·the C.inaan1toB or Bot.hel w~re merely 

u 1n tho anc1~nt r~1no of the F.arly Dronz~ City as an out­

-oo t a s• 1mi t · 1nvade-rn. Thl~ would mean t hat t'be 1n'ha.b1tants 

of Bet h l had merely an out po~t at Al of e-uoh nroport1o,,a 

t hat it 1 ft il r e. a.1na to be tray its ex lot ence to th~ 

e:~uavator. 26 

.~nothe r ool ..1tlon. ha:; be,m offe red 1n the sugt.Jest.1on of' 

J . Slmonfj27 t h-at e t-Toll 1P. not to bs 1dcnt1f1ed with 

B1blloa.l 1. 'l'heraror e , 111f .t-Tell ie not t o be ldc-:1tlfled 

,,1t h ~ :1., thG t.hc 1nd1cat1:m that ~t.-1'ell wao not in exist• 

e c 1n 1400 h . C. ha . no br.artng on. the 81blics.l 1 .• d1cat1on 

23,,:. F. lbr1ght, 111\1•chaeological .!:xplorati ~n and 
xcnva.~1on in .. s.lastlne an-:\ ~yrla, 11 Ams:1rics.n Journal ,2! 

Archa0 olor1.v , XL (J n.-!:':'ar., 1936), 15S. 

2~lbright, 11Tha I i;r aelite Con,1uent of Ca;-iaan in the 
Light of' Archaeoloey, 11 B. A. • o. R., 16. 

2
~Free, Jm• ill•, p. 1311. 

26Ib1d -· 



1 'Ai 1125 concer n ng :, • 

vlany ot,her poaoible ex9lan~ti•')t1s have been offf.:red, 

but t he s co,e of t h1A pa~ar doe~ not permit one to 50 1nt.o 
29 greater detail. The matter mu2t bo l eft ror t~e resent 

tls unde1;~r m1ned, but an d f:1f1erv1ng a.ttsntlon. 

more serious objectlo~ to t he early date of the 

r, x o rn , however 1 1n baee1 l.lp::>n the ev1·.:ience rJf t,hree 

Canaanllie o1.t.1mt, namely, Bethel (.Be1t1n), La.ch1sh (Tell 

e l- u;1elt11), and Debir (Tell Bait i:ir::!im), each of' which, 

a coord l n-~ t o arohaeolo5ica l BVldeace, was destroye::d in the 

tl 'irl..e .. nth a ... t.ury a.c., mor;- t,hall a h.u dr&d yeare af'tei' 

t h dest!"u.o t ion. of ,Jar1oho. 30 ~s a r esult, many scholars 

l'l!.i.intatn t hat t ha Exodua onulr.i not have tal•en · la.co before 

th~ thil"·t cm1th century B. ~. To at.ta in &ny olar1 t:, in this 

extre.ie l:, compl 1cat. e11;,uatl :>n, theref ore, we must review 

th~ ovi·\e . oe of each ,:,f t hese al t.1ee a.:rJ see if t :-:.e ds.t:1 

CH> fi r m t.i.1e c::ar1y date or t he la.te d&te f ,.:,r t he ~<odus . 

In t he oaoe of Bet hel, it. may be ':l.oted that ln the 

Book of ,l oshu.a no a ccount. l s given of its ca. ture :>thGr 

than the s mmary or t he Hebr ew cam a1"'ns 11 Joehua 12. On 

26rbid. 

29w. F. Albr15bt eaya that perhaps t he story or Bethel 
waa tranef'crred to the ruin of Ai. W. F. J\lbr1..,.ht., ''Archae­
olo5y a. 1 t he Date of the Hebrct1 Conquoot !>i' ?aloSJ t.l nc, 11 

B.A •. -r. ;)1 R •• 58 (April, 1935) 1 15. 

'°Finegan, ,22. ill•, pp. 135-141. 
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the o"thor han,i, ln ,Tudges 1:23-25 w r oad that ilethe l was 

ca . t~red by t he hou e or J ose9h e.f'ter tho deat.h or Josh u:.. 

In other wor!ls, \\'e ,_1ay assume that Bethel was 101:tt a.rte·r 

Jo9hua' ~ tlme and deetroy d 1C'l a lator cam_.a1gn in the 

early 9cri od of t hs Judgan, a:.d excavatione there indicate 

t hu.t the tr>wn fell during that pflr~s-oo.31 Furthermore , it. 

1a ot' importance to note t hat tile site or Bethel 1~ .now 

occu . i e d by e. v1ll9.S9 , and , a s a I'<!sul t 1 t he area of 

excavatl cm wa.u mor e llm1 t sd th.a:1 usuP..l. 32 Thus we see that 

1 v i e w of thE"J evidenoa one can s till hol d to tho early 

do.ti;' the oi•y ., 

Ls.ch l r:ih , t hfi! capture o f whicl·: i r,: r elsted l n Joshua 

10: 31 f ., wa d s tr!>yod 111 th - \ ate thirtee.1th ca.1t.ury B .. O., 

~coordi n~ t,o conc:lunione baaed ,,n r ece'!'l t excavation. 33 

Th\ ti factor i R 1.1.rgcd as an.other proof that 1,i'Je I s raelite 

ct> .;tttN31:. took 9lace l at-sr t ha1 c. 1400 

It . ust be r ememoered, however, tha t. 

so .fa r a f'.I exct!va tloa h;is 3011P., the sect ions or the 
city's history which have beon moat fully 1llum1na.ted 
are thoj;e l'1hlch fall .,u~t bP.for e the Exile an4 iur1ng 
th~ Persian p~r10'1. as yet t.hc ~ertods or the Hebrew 

31Free, .2£1• ,sll., p. 141. 
32w. F. Albr1 ht, 11 A summary o·r .l:rchaool ozlcal Res e!lrch 

Duri :13 1934 ln Palf?a t ine , Tra.nojorda."l an.:\ yr1a, 11 American 
Joui•aal .2! .\rchaoolos.x;, X. XIX (Jan.- a.r., 1935), 141-42. 

33w. ii·. Albright., 't Further ~1ght, on the Hl2t.ory or 
Israel from L.l\ch1sh and Meel · c.to," B.A.q . i:.t,. 66 ( December, 
19:,7), 21t. He tis.tea fall of Canaan11.e Lachl s h l n 1231 !:3. c. 
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co u et, and monarclly t'>~lOO l.¼-. ~- havo hardly been 
touotled cxoe:>t. in tom'bu. :; 

If' th! 1s true , tiv~n, one ca.."'l:iot bg do ,matlc a.n I state 

that tho Isra.elltee cn1,turod th la town. sometlme after 1250 

B. o. Only when r,.irt 1er ev:l1lence 1Fi gathered c!l?l anyone dra.,1 

a l o~t cal cnnclu.Alon. 

i)ablr waR another c1 ty riamr:d among thon<i c&pt.urecl in 

J or,;hua' o tlrne,35 and accol"d1n. to Judg;c 1:10-13, 1t was 

rP.capt ur ed for th.o trlbe of J\tdo.h by Othn1el, .,aleb' c 

0~U:ier r.-!d 1c i:1terpreted. a. ~o1nt1ng to the city' n destruc­

tion i n ur· a 01; t the sP.oo:id half of th0 thirteenth cs-:it ury 

il. ~- 36 Thus t he ov.1::ic~cc of' aroha.eolo57 1s h~re, ~oo, ma.r­

ahs.l ed t o f:ivor t he arrive.l of the I s raelites and the 

deat1•~.oti1.m of t he clty short.ly before 1200 ""•O• However, 

A,crhapr- the solutl ::i:i sug.,.ssted above f or La.chiah, a.,1 lles 

here e. • W(~ll. Furthe rmo?'c, we- oan 011ly hope t.h&t when more 

a.rchaoolp dcril dat.a ara ava1l.sble I t he difflcu.lt1e a will 

In 8ensral, hl')wever, 1t may bs noted that not all 

ach lars arc agreed au to Jt-Lst uha·t, date those cities were 

34 . McCown, .2:l• ill• , ? • 1,;5. 
35Joehua 10: 38 r. 
36w. ii'. 1\lbr1,:-i!t, "The I a rs.e11 te Con(luest or Canaan 1n 

t.h • LlE5ht of Archaeology, 11 a. A. ·· • o. R,. 74 (i\pr11, 1939), 23. 
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des troyed. w. F. Albrleht m~1ntaina37 that they were ~estroy­

·?''i oomc t.1me ln tho t.h1rteenth century s. c. ~·:hlle Free, 

Oars t.a."'le; , o.nd others ma1?1ta1n35 t ba.t these oit.lao tell 

s hortly after 1400 a. c. Furthel"more , many scholaro 'believe 

t hat. tbe I s r ae l i t es' com:uest or Palestine 't1aa a g r adual 

39 p t•11ce so a.ad. not pEJrvaa.nent. and c0m9l e t e . There• was a 

'11hus , in view of t heetc dlfte:-F.nt ovinlom, , we s ec t.'h.at 

a r chA~olo~y has . ot 1n all i ns tances o1m~l1fled the pr oblem 

or t h da t.o or the Exodue but ha~ introduced r-ome new com­

p l 1c!lt.t r~n!:! . 2-~iller Burro1.-s saye140 :tperhaps we ~h ouici say 

r a t.hr-::r t ha t 11. ha ~ unc f,v ared ·t.ho or1g1nal co!'Apl s x1ty which 

,-:as o'b:Jcur ed by t he ar,pa.rent s l :n,\ .. licl ty or the r ecords. 11 

In con lus ion we may aay tha t our. P.~~m1nat1on of the 

dat ~ of t.he r-::xodua ha.n r e:veul eii t.ha weakness ·of the lat,e 

dat e theory and co~flrmed the e rlier date . ~e have 

examl ned the argumento or the l o. t~ d ,!Lte th~.Jr1sts and. have 

n ot foun~ i n t hem auf f lolent evidence to warra~t t he con­

clusi ono ado,,t od. On the othe r hand , we have ahown by a 

37Ftnegan , .sm,. ill•• p;,. 136-41. 

3SF lt 1~7. r e~, .2!2• _q__., !> ■ .,, 

39 Rooo , . .2:2• .!lll,. , 304. 
40M1ller Burrow9, ~ ~ Thene Stones? (New Haven, 

Conn.: American "'ohool o ot Or1,m t.al Re1:1ea.rch, c.1941), 
p. 79. 
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combination or are;umonta, Biblical, ahronolog1cal, hlstor1-

cal, anci archae ological that beet. Jus tice 1s d o,1e t o the 

avide~ce nm• available if we conclud.a tha t the Ierael1tes 

ent e r ed i~-:r.ypt arou;-;d 1887 s. i:1., left t he l and 2,bou.t l.liJ.i.7 

13.C. an!'l e:1t0r~d P,~lestine 1.n a,_:,y,ro1.lmatiely 1407 a.c. 
How v,sr, it mus t be a:lmitt nd t hat no sing l e t.l'acory as 

to th • dat e r.>f tl,a i xodus 1,t! 8.fl ye t cc~1clu.sl v~,. 'l'here are 

pcr~~l exU,1.e s , al'=I there mus t.. be 1n deal1nB w1t.h any subject 

1-1h< 1•e t he isv!de nce ii; mainly lndlrect.; and there i s ~robably 

no • oi t we l'lav•.:: ad,,anced on ·whlch ::rnme s cholars mg,y not 

dU'fc,r fro:n ,.1 • • Nevortheloes, w.a bel19Ve that the earllor 

do. t.e 1447 o. o., whlcl1 hsw bet:n adv,:,cated by ma.11y scholars, 

in tho o:1e ·h lo 1 1 bo(.t t• •.i1t.e1 t o aat1afy all tho con-

:U t,1.ona . 



The numbar of I , r a.ell tes o.t. t hr..: E."itoous l s g lven ae 
l 600,000 flght1ng men, 1ndloat111g a po~Htlation of be·t.ween 

t•,-:-:, or t. rco millions . This f15ur a i s c on.r ,.r:r.ed by two 

c~n: l.lAes, ~m e t~Jr.en qhort.ly af'te1• enter1 1g t h9 \·1ilde rness , 2 

a nd o 1e :-im.u•ly f or ty year 3 le.tElr. 3 

miny wr1te!'s , howeve1•, conal dor t his f .'l.5ur e 1acred1'ble. 

trn a r ~ .ul t we llavB numo1"0,.1c: objacti .1na Qffer.ed a 3e.1nst 1 t. 

l n tho :fl.rot pl~c~, :nany criti cs ms.i r1ts.ln t ha.t, th.e 

La;'li! of O .. r;l Gr1 coul:-l not. accommodate 1:10 many people. 4 Thi s 

ar·~m~nt is not so cle~r ~lnoe the cntimatee or t he eize or 

9o~hel'l arrJ ver y d i v•~r ~ent. Ala,~ 1 t m st be r ~momosr ec:l t.l1a t 

v o1"y ~erttl e ::1n:i t herefor e or.ml rl ou~port a l ar ger po~ul a.­

ti.o 1 00:nps.1•- -i t t~st of ot her localltie r. . 

, 
- E'Jtodl.U3 12 : 37 • 
2 

Numbt?r s 2s 32. 
3•,1umbar s 26s51. 
4
Frankl1n F.. Hos kins, From the Nile lg~: ! Di!CU§­

s ion. of thR P.1•oble m a nd t bo R'.lut a of t h e E:xodtts ( Ph 1ladel­
ph1a;-The Sunday s c'iioo'l Tit1e s Oo.-;-c.1912), p. 166 r •. 
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Another objection is the fact that 1n ~xo~us 14:7 we 

r ~s.d that t he !~ha.raoh "too!t s1x 'hundred char1ot.s 11 to tum 

back t he Olllhiren of Inraol. Cr1t.ics maintain t hat t.h1s 

force woul 11 b~ 1nacleqi.lata- ln dea.11.'l5 with t he 600,000 

r1.zhtl11~ men of t.he I~raelltes.5 Howevor, 1t :cu t be 

r emembcre:.'I. t hat milltary power doer, not merely depend on 

it. wt>uld be F.1urr-r1 ~l:1g t hat any or t.te flee 1. g .slaves had 

we:1p r>11 at al , E:.nd certainly very f' ew could havs been 

Anot' r.r obj,~ct1011 wbloh t.ha critic:i:t hav,:, r a.lsed to 

t l"le G • a.rga fig:n,es l s rounded on t.'hr~ t heory t hat it 't:ould 

hnvc uP.cn 1mpo~s1blP. t o ge t the large number of lsraelltee 

l r; f,. rmat.1rm t,., travP.l. However, as T. ~.'hi telaw points out, 6 

t"he a.rr:u:~ing of thF.> f ur dlv1n1ons .for :narchi ng may have 

g ono on r~lmultane::>1.,sly, sl.10e t.hey ,1ere wi dely so_ ara t P.d 

a-.-ui:>,;m o the sout h , Ephrai:n on t.i'1e weat, and Dan on the::, 

north. lf uu.'.lh almul t ,i:1 .. eous f;')rme.tion. waR erllploye-i, a 

nu~be r of ~llee coul1 be oover~d 1n a day. 
•' 

I n •V l ew of all t hes e objeoti,::ms r s 16c ti by the crl ·t.100 

of the .81 ble, l"any !<1,cholaro 11.av·-:= at t.e 119ted to ~x. l a in s.way 

5101d., p . 169. 
6T. t~b1telaw, "Num'ber:.=i, 11 ~ I nt.er!1at1or1al Sts.ndard 

Bi.ble 1!:ncvlonaed1a. (Howard ;";ev~ra:1ce o., c.1915), I V, 216S. 
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the l arE5c f'lguree by asoumlne that t.hP, Hebrew word for 

"rain1ly11 or "clan'' 1n the ancient roaorda wap, somehow ml3-

t.aken r or tho word II ono t.l?.1Jusand ''. On t.he ba.s l s of this 

theory, then, F. Hosk1ns , 7 1n ·h1R book From the Mlle t.o -----------
~, C ll:!'Of\ to t he ·oonclus1on that t.har c were only nbout 

100,0CO peopl ti 1n t hia camp or Ierael • 

.H.o·,;avm", t.hio problem 1nvol•ree fa r more t.han a mere 

at t or or t.a.t1G I.lee I for the 1·1hole narrative 1s cond1 tion -d 

very lsre . por,ula t1on. \le must con1;1 i cler all the r emarkf1 

mult1pl1ed 

f or hi . • 

In :summln0 u_ t.ho whole prr>blem or the nutn.ber or the 

!3:rae lite F.1. 1t. ohould be s a.1d t hat t he cr1tlc h &.s no r l eht . 

t o r e .. o i.:i truct tho account of t he s1tua. t.1on 0 11 t he mere 

ba"'\ r of a mere theiory , p,a:rt. lcularly when tho rec')rds of 

t ho e ve .t 1n t h i:1 .Slole ca n be und~rst.oo:l IJO a s to acn­

st1tute no ·roblem. 8 

7aoRk"inR, ,sm • .£ll., p. 183. 
6J. P . Free, r\rohaeolo1:;;~ a :id B1Dle !I,lstorY ( '\'beaton, 

Ill. : Van Kampen Preas , o.1950,. p. 116. 
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