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Sunday; forty-five said they attended often; =nd aineteen sald thay did
not attend often.

ﬂne-hm;lred-walve of the children hed attended confirmmetion el=ss-
es for tuc yonrs prior to confirmation; 128 had attendad claszes for
only one yesry and eight had loss thon one yoar's instruction, The
rocgon for the large number attending confirmation ingtrunection elasses
for oaly aone yeor is thot many varochial school children are partislly
oraxmred for confirmation by means of instruction which is vart of the
regular school currlenlum, They may attend confirnation elasses éa.ug‘:tt
by their nzstors for only one year.

The rellgious character of home backzrounds waé probed to some
extent in four areast navents! church attenisnce hebits, parents!
religious affiliation (vhether Iutheren or non=Iutheran), hebits of
fanily worship, end parents! marital status (whether or not the child
was llving with both parents).

The parents wors not nearly so regular in ohurch attendance as
their children. Only 130 said both their parents attended church
services svery Suniey, only sizity-alx said both their parents attended
cimrch often, end fifty-three said neither of thelir porents attonded
chureh services often.

Kont of the ohildren ceme from Intheran hones. One-hunired-soventy-
tve 22id hoth their parents attonded Iutheran churches. Fifty-four said
only ons marent attended 2 Imtheran church. Only twenty-four gaid that
neithor of their parents wera Imtheran.

The most ovenly divided of the veriables considersd wes the home
devotion factor. One=lmmdrad=fifteen of tho children said they had
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devotions or Bible study in their families. MHore, 1724, snid thay did
nut;

Tirownundred=twenty sald they lived with both parents: Thirty
aeid they llved with only one of thoir parents.

Zho questlon will arise wvhethor or not the cample may be considered
randon. This ls dowbtful, oinee 1t is 50 heavily weighted with parce
chial school childron: Yot it can be nscortained that the totzl popu=
intion wonld alse be very heavily welighted with parochisl school child-
ron,  If o tot2l of 383 children ware confirmed in the Hissourdl Symod
churches of 8%, Louis in 1350, waell over half of them were parochisl
achool ghildren: ¥ven the sample, which contained 195 parochial school
children from the city alone, demonsirated this. Ono-hundrei-ninety-
five warecchinl schosl children cre elnost fifty-one nercent of all the
children confivmed, and the ssawle does not include mérls' all the
narochinl schesl children confirmeds Thereforo the ssnple is not so
heavily weighted on it might appear at first glence with children vhose
1.1r:rfor.~.-.aq.;'.cn my be superior to thot of the population, but at ths sams

time; it iz mob atrictly raniom.



TASLE 3

Edueational end Home Eackgrounds of Szmple

Educational Backgrounds

I. PARDGHIAL ITI. CHURCH IIT. SUNMDAY IV. CONFIRA-
E{HHHO A ATORHDENOR S0HOOL I (6}
ADTEIINANCE OLASS
= = He= )
How Evary Jvory Sun.185 Two
attending Smdny 188 Often 45 Yonrs 112
216 Of ten g4 Hot Oftem 19 One
Once ot Ofgen 7 et Zonxr 123
attonded Total 249 Laaa 8
10 Potel 249 ol
Hovey Total 243
abtonded
2k
Totali 250

Home PBaclkgrounds

Ve PARTNTSY

'\"I . l’ﬁﬁ‘m ]

VII. FAMILY

VIII. LIVAS

CHURCH ATT. IUTITERAN DEVOTICHOS WITH PAERNTS
He= s D= He=
Every Sum. 130 Both 172 Yes 115 Both 220
Often 66 Cne b Ho 1348 Only one
Hot Often 53 Heither 2k s 30
, Total 249
Total 249 Totel 250 Total 250




CHAPTER IV
PHEFOEUARCE IN THR FIRST SAIPLING

Tho firat sempling for the study was takon in May, 1950. In nost
casos, the test wvas adninisiored in rogular szessions, either in prrochizl
schocls by teachers, or in confirmetion class seszlons by pastors. Ina
few cegses, the tests were aduinigiered in Sundsy schonl or Bible clmas
seassions on Sunday morning by the clusy tenchera.

Thero wag no time 1linile for the test, bubt the children wera dirscted
to Fill ovory blank. Thoss who did not finish wors necesserily dropped
from the gomploe Since the test was not to be comleted within s
gpacified time, speod of performance could not be nade o liniting factor.
Horecover, no velid comperison could have been made rotaining tasts nod
finished sinecs thers was no guartntee that all groups had the somoe
pariod of time 4o work or thet cach cghild would have had the sume 2mount
of time to complaote the test the second time it was administersi. In all
the twenty-four groups, there wers only flve puplls who did not finigh.

5inca gomo items involving Judgnent wera ineluded in the teszt, tha
children wora svacificnlly directed to select only the bost sorrect
cholca to complate each statemont.

The performance of the childrem in the first sampling f2lls into =
distribution markedly slwwed to tho left.} Tho scores ranged from £ifty-

lgr. orany III, Ourve of Perforpance in Firat Sammlinz, p. 26.
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naven to nlnety=olght with o menn, 80.60 and = median, 82-399?' This
mean wags probably highor than on idenl test for this popmiation would
allow baceuse 1t leaves less room for measuring improvement, but sincs
no child had o perfoot score, and there were only five childran scarins
above ninety-four, there was, theoreticnlly, =till some roon to mespurs
improvement in every case, and & grett deal of room o measure increased
doctrinzl !mowledge in tho bulk of tho cmses, Thers was much allowance

for mensuring & decrease in dootrinnl kmouledge in 21l the cizes.
Variations Botwecn the Groups

The claszas, rangloug in sise from one %o twenty-nine children,
ghowod o rather wida variation in 'perform"nca.s The mean scores of the
groos ranged from soventy-four %o eighty-eight. Appareatly, of the
variables recountad for, the one nost rasnonsible for this wariation was
the %rpo of echooling of the grovwps. Classes f£rom perochizl schools
nexrformed hettor, on ths whole, than non-parognial school grouna. 411
gyoups chova $hs eightinth percentile (the top four groups) were from
parochinl schools, whereas the two grouns rith the lowest moan scores
wera not from parochial schoola. Only one parochial school cleas fall
bolow the firast doclle. It must be remembered in this comnection that
the sample conteined thrae times as many parochizl school clagsses as none

parochisl school groupa.

20f. Asvendix Gy Zroouenoy Pistribution Y, Scores in Eirat Sumling
with Percentile Danks.

30f. Zibla 4, Heans, Mediana, snd Porgontiles of Grouns in First
Samnling, p."30.
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TABLE &

WEANS, MEDIATS, AND PHHOBUTILE RANKS OF
GROUPS IH FIARST SAMPLIC

Sroun

nunber U= Haeny Medians Zerganti Score
by meang

1. 19 88.2 90 99 88.2

A

. 7 20 6.

L, i+ 8'6 a7 e

e 3 o7 85 60 - .7

6. 7 83.6 83 75 83

e i7 52.8 % 70 82.3

8. 5 82.2 8l.L

Qa 2 81 85.5

10. L  80.5 85.5 60 80.3

11, é 80.2 85 i

12, 19 80 81

13« 20 80 81 50 79.80

i5. 5 w9 81

16. (2] 79 a0

o8 p B 2 pa

19! 7 7617 76‘8 ?7

20- 1'"‘ 76'6 ?5'5

21, 5 75 77 10 74.9

22, 7 786 75

23, 312 Th 72.5

2k, 1 7% L

Medlan of Means: 79.80
Hean of Meonas 80.46
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At first glance at the table, it might be nssunsd that lorger
growpa parforasd batier than smnller ones, but sctually 1t iz more
nrobabla that diﬂ'oroncaa apparcntly related to size of groups were due
to other footora. Tho group with the highest mean score wes large, cone
toining nineteen children, while the cleoss scoring lowest consisted of
one child only. Tour groupa contzining more then fifteen coases f2ll above
the mediesn, while ciily two wuch groups wore below theo median. Only five
groups susller than elght foll above the medien, while six growps of
fewar than eight eases foll below the medion, However, the largast
class in the study fell below the madisn, & group of twelve fall below
the Tirst deeile, and & class of only threa fell above the elgnth decllie.
It ig iikely, therafors, that size of groups had 1liitle, if anything, to

do with performance.

8ignificance of Sex, Age, &nd Grade Differencesu

The test showed no apparent diffaronce between the doctrinal knowe
ledgo of boys and girls.? e boys' mean scove was 79.92 (122 cases),
while thet of the girls vas 8l.44 (128 czases). The level of confidsnce

¥ge, mble 4, 8 Sumncy of Hosn ifferences Zelated o Yerishles
Agcounted in First Samoling, pe 33.

59!_ Avpendix G, Frecuency Pistribution VI, Scores in First Sampling
Digtributed According o Sex.
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ot which wo could agsume the difference significant is far too 1owd
(10.527%).

The ages of the ahlldron anperently did not influonce their perforn-
ence &3 much as thelr grados in achwol, Although 2ll children werae
consldeored ready for confirmstion in tho!.r. parishes, it seems probable
that children vho wers at the normel grado and zze level for confirme-
tion perforned tetter than othera.’ Excopt for the four twelve=yenr-
olds in gre.da sevan whooe mesn ncore was 85.50, the 149 thirteen-year-
old eighthe-graders scorad highest, with & nean of 81.99. Scores of
older children in the elghth grode dropned with cach additionzl yoar of
nges The seventy cighth-graders aged fourteen scored n nean of 79.92;
soven aged fifteen ascorad a menn of 74.13; three aged sixteon, & mean
of 7k.00s Two ninthegraders scored & mean of 72.00. The seventh-graders,
oxeept for the four twolva-;ym-.r-olds mentioned above, scored -well below
the normnl children. Eight thirieen-year-old seventh-graders scored a
meen of 74,25, and one fourteen-year—cld seventh-groder scored 66.00. It
iz »oasibla that the sevonth-graders who wera confirmed in this gampling
wern instructed for enrly confirmation for reasons of ﬁecessity. and thus
were not subjected to as intensive o training srogrom es the normal group.
0lder eishthegraders may have been below normal in mental capacity and

Sge, Ammendix D, Formils II, Siamificance of Difforence Betueen
Means of Scores Distributod Atcordine to fex.

702, Avvendlx G, Ereuency Distribution IV, Scores in First Sammling
Digtributed by Grede-level and Age-lsvel.
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TABLE 5

SUMMARY OF HEAN DIFFFRENCKS RRLATED T0
VARIABLES ACCOUNTRD IN FIRST SAIPLIHG

FLGTOR H= MEA FACTOR N= M
Y. Sex (mot significant): ¥i. Sundsy School Attondence:
Boys 122 79.92 Yaekly 185 83.92
tirls 128 B81.4% Often kg 78.66
ot often 19 7737
II, GCrodas
Right 231 81.00 Vii. Scnfirmation glasss
Seven 1 77.08 Tuo yrs. 112 78.5%
Hine 2 T2 00 One b o 128 82036
Lens 8 81.00
111, Age (by grade):
Saventh grede YXII. Parenty'! Church fS$tendance:
12 yra. & 85.50 Veekly 130 82.25
13 8 7%.25 Often 65 80.09
1% 1 66.00 Not often 53 78.45
Hizghth grede IK. I _..QEL dathernnt
13 149 81.99 172 81.70
i 70 7992 ﬁne si 78.G0
15 d 7%.13 Heither 24 79:33
16 3 74,00
X. Fomily mgionas
Age unlmown Yeaso 80.64%
2 78.00 Ho 13& 80,60
Hinth grede XY. lLives wlth Parentsy
13 3 72.00 Both 220 80.63
i 1 72.00 One 30 80.80
IV. Schoolins:
Parochinl
216 81.10
Formerly
Parochial 10 77.30
Hever Paro-
V. Ohurch Attendsncol
Veekly 188 81.40
Of ten Sk 78.57

Not often 7 72.87
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therefore ratarded in school end in confirmetion inatrnction. They may
&lso have miscced school for other Pessons nacessitating alow progreas.
Bither of thase factors might account for thoir low scorca. The largs
group of children (231) in the eighth grade (the normel grade for cone
firmation) hed the highest me=n score, 81.00. Next highest wers the
thirtesn seventh-grodors with a nean of 77.08. Iowest mean score by
grades was that of the two ninth-greders, 72.00. Accordingly, it counld
be aasumad that the groun best nrenared for confirmation, and best
grounded for a progran of posteconflrmation learning was the group of
231 eishthegraders. VWithin that groun, it conld be furthor agsumad that
the groun best nrepared for further learning was again the normal one,
tha 149 thirteeneyear-olds. The few children in grades seven =nd nine
were noosibly not nornel. Therofore resulta of thelir tests probably
did not provide a valid basls for forminz conclusions about children
of their egos or gzrade levels in the entire population.

Influonce of Religious Tdueation on Parfomancea

ipporently, the accounted variables having the most direct effect
on the performance of the children in the somple were educationz2l backe
grounds., Bach fector cccounted for in the questioanaire was broken dowan
separately, and the mean scoras of tho children who fitted into each of
tha educational categorics fixed by the quaestiomnnire were tabulated.

8¢, @eble 5, Swmary of Mean Differences Salated $o Yeriables
Accounted in First Sampling, p. 33.
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The most effaotive educational mgency for these children wms
probably the parochiel schaol.? The 216 children who were attending
parochisl schoola scorad a meen of 81.10. The nean score for those
whe formerly ettended a nparochisl schidol was 77.30 (ten canas), end the
mean score of thoee who had never attenied parochial schools wns 77.42
(tventy-four ecnses), The difference between the latter two cntegories
wan negligibles It ie pogsible that many of those who had once attended

& perochizl school hed beon out of it for slx or seven years, and had

not attended o pavochial sclhiool since the prim.ary grades. The amount

of doctrinal Imovlodpme retained from the primery lovel would have been
orall. The relatively large pronortion of parochisl eschool children in
the nempling made this measurement of differances alone somewhat unre=
liable, bhut on the bagis of the differences shown conzistently in all
tha factors hetwean the mesns of children having different educational
beclzrounds, it was valid to conclude that the parochial schsol, with
ite intensive »eliglous instruction program, did account for a difference
in performance of its childrem.

Thaga childran who attonded church regularly scored batter than
those vho did mt.m Tho 188 children who sald thoy went %o church every
weolz gcored a mean of 81.40 vhile those who said thoy went often ut not
every weok scored a mean of 78.57 (54 omses). Only seven sald thoy did
a0t nttend church often, so thelr mean of 72.87 probably was ynroliable

gz Ammondix 0, Freguengy Distribution VII, Scores in Zirst Seap-
1inz Jistrtoetat Acaeins o, Sron of Sehcoline:

100, Avpendix G, Ireguenoy Distribmtion YIII, Scores i First
ma.a.:ﬁl gwnmmmmm
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Tor a comparison with the others. Nevertheless, it vas siznificant thag
the soven children in the study who did not attend chmureh regulerly. for
the moat part, had very low individual scores.

It romained o quostion whather church attendanes in itzelf was a
major contributlon to the acquisition of doetrinal knowledgo, or whether
the church attendance of thess children night not have been 2 rude baro-
meter indicating the extent of their training by other religious educeation
agoncies. Wight it not have been parochiel school treining or regular
Sunday school attendance which influenced the church attendance hadits
of the children in the astudy, so that those vho attended church regulare
1y night have acored higher beccuse they wers elso ia Sunday school

roglarly or because they were tauvght %o attend church in their perochial
school inztruction? On the basis of the evidence this guestion could not
be answered, bt the possibility remained thet the church service geared
for adults nizht not he particnlarly velusble as an agency for the
roligious training of children in spite of the difference in mean scores
obteined here.

the meen scores for Sunday school attendance probably showed the
greatest significant d:lffarence.n Thoge who sald they attended Sunday
school weekly scored @ mean of 83.92 (183 cases)s Those who said they
attended often scored 78.66 (forty-five cases). Those who did not attend
Sundey school often scored & mean of 77.37 (nineteen cases). This mean
was probebly more indicative of @ trend then the mean of those who did not

g, 2pnendix 0, Exequsnoy Distritution IX, Scorns in First
MMEMLMQ School Attendsngce.
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attond clrarch often becanse a larger numbor did no% attond Sunday aschool
oftan, Those who znid they attended Sundey school weokly scored a
higher nean than any grouy in any of the educational factora considered,
It conld not be assumed £rom this that Sunday school instruction was
more effective than that of any other agency, for 1t could not be Imowm
whethar the hizh score of this group was attributable to their Sunday
achool training. It is more probabdbla that the fizure was high beczuse
the hest parochial achool and non=parochisl school punils =ttended
Sundey achoel very regularly, while pupils with less interest or eptitule
for learning religion might not have attended the nonecompulsoery Sunday
achaol clagaes zo often,

AL firat glanece tha mean scores of the children attending confirmae
tion instruation clasnes for varicus lengtho of time might be pamlaxing.m
The 112 children vho attendcd confirmntion classes for %wo years scored
& mean of 78.5%, while the 128 who attonded clzgses for only one year
ascored 82.36. Tho aight who attended confirmation classes for an oven
shorter period then a year scorved 81,00, The fact that those who attend~
ed confirnation classes for ohly a year scorad higher than those who
attended classos twice oo long was significant but not surnrising for
this reagont it is quite normal in sonme pariches to require only one
yeay of confirmation olass attendance for children who have baen attend=-

ing parochinl nchools until the time they ere confirmed. Host of the

oz, Freauoncy Distritution X, Scores in First
WMMM@MMMM



