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tiie reign of David and Solomon, these wore the historical facts
of the 0ld Testament generally known at least in outline, and
they were accepted without question. The main historical facts
of the “ow Testament centering about the life of Christ were
also matters of falrly common knowledge, and they were like-
wise accepted.

In matters of doctrine there was likewise a willingness
to accept the teachings of the Eible as being the highest
authority, but with certain limitations. EHuman reason was
not to be ruled out completely. The average service man, for
instance, would accept the Reformed doctrine of the Lord's
Supner rather than the Lutheran. it was more reasonable to
him and was therefore to be preferred. Xe bélieved too that
some statements in the Hlble were vague and could bo inter-
proted in sevoral ways, and one intorpretation might be
just as good as the other. Ile did not see any great necessity
for insisting on purity of doctrine. To sum up, in theory
he accepted the Hible as authoritative. bHut in fact he knew
comparatively 1little about 1t, and he did not feel that it
was imperative for him to increase hls knowledge.

It should be stated that there was usually a small
number of deeply religious men vho were diligent readers of
the Bible. It was not unusual for 1ittle groups of kindred
spirits to meet for the express purpose of reading the
Scriptures. Gererally these were from tha_smallest sects

and would have to be branded as fanatics. Usually they
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placed all omphasis on certain pet doctrines to the disregard
of others, and sometimes'insisted:that a certain terminology
must be employed. The writer recalls one man who 1nsistea
that a Christian minister must “praa;h The Blood", and held
that the refusal to be bound to preach the Gospel in those

identical words was a refusal to preach the Gospel properly.

Nature &nd Purpose gg Ihe Church

To the average service man the word ﬁchurch" had to
ne used with some donomination in order to have any meaning.
It had to be the "Presvyterisn Church" or the "Faptist Church".
Usually ho was not famillar with any doetrine of the Invisible
Church. The use of the Apostlos! Creed in public worship
often brought forth inquirlies about the meaning of the term
"The communion of saints". His conception of the Christien
Church was that it was an outward.orgagiaatlon of many pa;ts
and groups, each group consisting of a'bady of paople who had
voluntarily affiliated with 1%, some’ for selfish reasons, but
most hecause they believed it a good thing to belong to an
organization of such high nature. In his thinking the
Church was merely a visible orranization.

The purpose of the Church was to offer men insplra-
tion and instruetion and in general to keep the things most
worth while before them. There was only a slight conceptlion
of the Church as a teaching agency. While it was to prepare
men for eternity, even this was only in an indirect way. Its

main purpose was to help men live a proper life, and 1if a
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man lives a proper life he will be prepared for eternity.
Hany belleved that a person could live just as satlisfactorily
outside of the Church as within it. To separate from a con-
grogation, or silmply to stop attending services because of
some dissatisfaction was not regarded as a seri.ous> matter,
lisny belioved that a person could live just as well outside
of the Church,

Every chaplain frequently encountered men who claimed
to be members of a certaln denomination even though they
might not have attended a service ;:sf that church in many
years, They scemed to belleveithat just as a person auto-
matically becomes an American citizen by being born of
American parents, even so0 one might in the same way become
a momber of the “ethodist Church. Another curious trailt
was the reluctance of persons to transfer theilr church mem-
vership when changing theilr residence. They might attend
church in thelr new home and contribute to its support,
but they would hold thelr membershlp or "keep their le ttor"

in their former church.

Distinction Eetween Churches

To most men the divisions of the Christian Church

are regrettable and unnecessary. They felt that most churches

should unite, not in order to remove the errors which separate
them, but in order to operate more efficiently and to remove
the rivalry between the various denominations. The belief

that dootrlnal differences separate them and that errors
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keep them apart, was:-not generally held., The doctrinal
differences of which men were vaguely aware were dlffereﬁces
off emphasgls more than differences ln substance. The average
man could see no great difficulty in the way of a union of
most Protestant hodies.

The situation with remard to the Catholie Church was
somowhat.diffarent. To the Catholic service man the thought
of union with any other chiurch was of course unthinkable,
Emonr men of Protestant background there was a general anti-
Catholic sentiment, even though 1t was generally mild. BIen
dlsliked it because of its strict stand on some questions,
because of its dictatorial stend‘in matters of the religious
life of'ﬁn: individual, and because of 1ts unigque modes of
worship. Seldom was the anti-Catholic sentiment due to the
fact that this church has 15 ccuntless 1n$tanoes forsaken . the

basic teachings of the Holy Scriptures.

The lission Of The Christian Church

The mission of the Christian Church, as the average
man thinks of 1%, has beon alluded to in the foregoing. le
Goes not see 1t as an inatitution established Ly God to preach
the Word and to administer tho Sacramenta iIn order that by
these meens of grace men might obtain eternal life., Iiost
men seom to think of the Christian thurch as beins helpful
rather than essential, helpful because it:speaks out against

evils, and because it always supports the gcod. Dut its main

work 1s to berseen in thls world rather than in the hext.
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Some Concluaions

The Christianlchurch does not stand as high in the
esteem of most men as all lovers of the Ghureh.deaire. den
do not give it that hoqor we would like to see it receive.
Various reasons can be given, The Catholic Church is disliked
because of its strict stand in some matters, because of its
rites and uerémonies that are strange to many, and because
many of i1ts adherents give no evidence of any uplifting
influence in their life. Frotestant churches are not always
hold inrespect, and likewise for a variety of reasons.
Ilollywood portrayals of Protestant congregations micht well
be considered as one reason. <The manner in which these
churches are portrayed in most modern writing is another,
The conduct of members who profess one thing and practice
another has played a part. £But perhaps the largest single
fault lies with the clergy: 7The ministry has attrascted too
many second-rate men, and 1ln many ways these have contributed
to a decline in the standing of the churches in the eyes of
the public. If the churches are not universally esteemed,
candor compels the admission that they do not always merit
esteem,

It i1s also noteworthy  that most'Protastant churches
do not have a strong hold on their members. Any church
worker in the field of home missions labors under an unwar-
ranted assumption 1if ﬁa believes that most people feel the

need of membership in a church. As long as conditions in
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the world remain abvout as they are, and as long as the churches
garﬁy on thelr work as at present, there will be less and less -
ground for this assumptlon; The Protestant denominations in
general are gradually losing their influence over their own

people, and they are slowly declining in the esteem of non-

memners,




CHLPTER III
RELIGIOUS READING
Periodicals Little Read

Extensive libraries were provided on installations
that were of a more or less permanent nature. Religlous
orsanizations quité generally availled themdelves of théﬁ
opportunity to provide denominational publications., But *
these wore not read by any large number of men. Even the
nost faithful church members showed little inclination to
reep themselves informed of developments in their own church
body. len of the liissouri Sgnoﬁ were no exceptions. ¥alther
Lsague liessengers were displayed prominently on the chepel
tract rack, but only rarely were coples carried away unless

the chaplain suggested to individuals that they take a copy.

Tracts And Pamphlets
There was a greater interest in tracts. Frocured

from various sources and displayed in the vestidbule of the

chapel, these were inspected by meny persons, and the supply
had to be replenished constantly. A mimeographed Sunday
Bulletin with the order of service and other brief items
vas always woelcome, and most copies were retalned and
carried from the chapel. In the experience of the writer
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the printed sermon and order of service provided by our

Army and Yavy Commission and made avallable for general
distridbution, did not find a great demand. First put on
display at a time when little religious literature was avall-
avle, many coples were taken. Thereafter, they generally

remailned on the tract table,

Dooks By Aasch, Fosdick
The better libraries had a small section of religious

books. Since most reading was for the purpoée of relief from
boredomﬁ; fiction was most in demand, However there wafé
always a few men who were interested in non-rictioh, and vho
would read a book of a religious nature if 1t ﬁsld out prom-
ise of having something to offer. The books by Aasch and
Fosdick were pqrhaps the most read. PFut they did not seem

to croate a surfloianf'impnot to call forth much diéousulon.

Ihe Robe

A very popular novel among all ciassea of mil!tary
personnel was The Robe by Douglas. For a long period there
was a walting list in one library, though several copiles
were in circulation. Its appeal was alike to éatholios,
Protestants and non-religious men. It was widely disoussed
and waé uniformly praised. Yet in very, very few instances
was there any reference to the issue it must present to,any
thoughtful reader, This novel depicts Christ as being no

more than a man, yot few readers seemed to regard that as
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a serious fault even when that was called to thelr attention.

Dearth Of Scholarly Conservative Eooks

Every library maintained by the A:‘:'med Forces demon=-
atratéd a very significant deficiency that likewise exists
in every civilian public libéa‘ry. There is a lack of
scholarly books by writers t;f conservative relijzious bhellefs,
The writer finds that in his hc-_s;iital work he 1s at a dis-
advantage over against (_latho].iq chaplains in 'thia respect.
Thev have some excellent materials to set forth their position,
ihere is a crying nced in Lutheran and Protestant circles for
boolkss that are scholarly and which do justice to Evangelical

Christianity.




CHAPTER IV
ATTITUDES AL CONDUCT
Ranking Officers Of The Regular Army

The treatment of this subject might best Legin at
the top, among the highest ranking officers, HNormally the
positions of highest authority were occupled by men of the
Regular Army with the rank of Colonel or General. To
genarali#a about a group of men 1s alwpys hazardous, and 1t
must be stated that the wrlter_personally"oberved a few men

of hich ran!: in the Recgular Am;( and heard of others who

appcared to be men of high character and conduot. ~ But these

nen wore In the minorit&. It was more common to find men in

high positions who seemed to be utterly lacking in all moral

perception. In many instances generals were known to live

in 111131; relationships-with women, and sometimes parties

were held on Army posts with high ranking officers in

attendance, or even sponsored by those officers, which

could only be classed aq_orgies. Outsgide the limits of

the Continental United States where public sentiment was

not a force to be reckcned with, men in high positions

could cast aside all restraint, and there they often showed

thomselves to ﬁe utterly wlthoutnmorals. Mbney provided by

the people of the Uhitéﬁ States for the waging of war was
=36=
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squandered to satlsfy personal vwhims, Luxurious planes

and yachts were m#intained for the use of generals., In rare
instances where some member of this group was accused of
some irregularlty or offense, there saeﬁed to be a general
arreoment to have him escape punishment.altogethar, or to
receive 2 punishment much less severe that a minor officer
or an enlisted man would have rgcaived for o lassqp offense.
Some of these officers were graduates of the United States
lilitary Academy wlth its motto:"luty, Honor, Country".
There was }1ttle evidence that these noble qualities played
any vart in the lives of these men as they pursued thelr
carcer in the Army.

In the interests of falrness one fact should be
mentioned here. The above observations were made very largely
of officers of the Air Force. The possibllity exists that
other branches of the Service might have been administeréd
by men of higher character. The offlcers in the age group
now in control in the Air Force entered that arﬁ when fly=-
ing was more hasardous than it is toda7v and appealed prima-
rily to the reckless and irresponsible young officers of a
genoration ago. By good fortune these survived, and by
virtue of their long service  won positions of importance.
Thelr maiﬁ interest has remained the piloting of a plane,
and the fact that all of them have known scores of men who
have beon killed in the intervening years, has served only

to make many of them fatalists whose main concern is to

eat, drink, and be mOITy.
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Non-career'Offleerq

flolding positlions below the above described group
was a larger number of ofricgré vho had not made the Army
a career. uiost of these were men who in eivilian 1ifs had
not.joined in excesses such as those that were common on
every Army post. They could be desoribed as coming mainly -
from the upper middle class of our population. Iiiany of these
took very haturally to the prevalling customs when they
found that conformmity was expected. Others not im syméathy
with such conduct found s way to avoid the more flasrant
affalra. =ut instances of outspoken objectlon and@ protest
were vory rare. Lven those who were bitter in their criti-
cism kinew tnat tliere was no effective way of registering
any prctest that would not be smothored by ofrlcers in
hizher position._ -

lesvonsibility Toward Spiritusl Vielfare Of Iien
" In theory euch‘commnnding officer is responsible for
the welfare of the men of his command., %That responsibility 1is
a carry-over from feudallsm. 1% extends not only to their
physical welfare, but also to the spiritusl. This latter
obligationlis expressly sﬁated in Army Regulations.
Compiianee was fairly general. On posts and bases
of the Panama Canal Department, places of worship were
eventually provided, though the construction of a chapel was
generally the last step in any building program, whereas

clubs for officers and enlisted men were among the first,




The dedicatlon of a chapel was usually sn event of impor-
tance and was attended by ranking gererals., In most in=-

stances the address of the day was delivored by a general

who invariably spoke of the great valus of religion. Put in°

most 1nstan?es it was 2 natter of common knowledge that the
speaker would not enter snother chapel untll his position
once again requireﬂ that he appear at another dedication.
As noted sbove, it was the duty of each commanding
officer to make sure that_the men of his command were given
the opportunity to worship. ODut in practise responsibility
was usually dolegated to the chaplaln or chaplains of the
wit and the commanding officer rarely showed any further.
Sonoarm abont the mattern i AlRoNonTtne Fowari Levelalas
eommgnd chaplains often had occasion to feel that the

attitude and conduct of the officer in gquestion was a

hindrance rather than a help to the work of the chaplainocy.

The Officers Club

It 13 no exaggeration to state that on some Army
posts conduct reached its lowest levels in the_offtcars .
c¢lub, %his level waq-doparmined by the commanding officer,
and in most instances he imposed no restraihts. Virtuslly
evary officers club of which the wrlter has knowledge would
have beon designated as a publilec nuisénce and closed by the
police in any respectakle area in an %merlcan city.

Contrary to cormon belief, liquor was on sale in
officers clubs, and was consumed in large quantities. The

liquor shortage in the United States was probably due in



