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Authoritv Of Soriptµre 

As rar as the wri tar lmowa no surveys wore made among 

aervioe m~n to ~etermino that~ 1fflowledge or the bible~ liad 

such~ survey been made, it would have revealed an ·a ysmal 

t r,noranoo •. Yost or tho men with whom. chaplains dea~t had 

attended Sunday School. But it was very evident that moat 

instruction 1n Su.~day School had not l ed to a aood knowlodge 

or t ho Bible. l~oarly ovary man carried a itew Testament, but 

thut does not imply that he was a regular and eamost reader. 

Evon hto casual reading was usually limited to-the "Gospels; 

or the remainder or the tiew Testament ho· knew very little. 

The writer made it a general practise to conduct one 

or. two Bible Classes. Tho attondance woul~ consist almost 

entirely or those who wore most inclined to take religion 

~eriously, ~nd who had been in the habit of attend1~g Sun~ay 

School as civilians. ~ut even among these it was the general 

practise to oonsult the index when asked to refer to some 

Btbl~ passage. Nor can the Lutheran Church claim that it 

is the exception, and that its members have a good general 

knowlodgo of the Bible. '!he Lutheran who knew his Bible well 

was.the exception and not the rulo. It was also true in acme 

instances that a ·Lutheran :night kn0\7 much more about hla 

catechism than about his BiblB. 

It was generally acknowledged that the Bible la the 

highest authority in all things spiritual. 'lhere was ~lttle 

or no inclination to question its account or h1atortcal tacts, 

as far as these T1ere known to the individual. 'lhe Flood, the 

Exodus, the occupation or the ~romiaad Land, something ot 
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the reign of Do.vid and Solomon. these wore the histor1cal tacts 

of t..~e Old Testament generally known at least in outline. and 

they were accapted without question. ~he main historical- taots 

of the 111ew Testament centering about the life of Christ ware 

also matters ot fairly common knOT1lodgo• and they ware like­

Yd.~e aocepted. 

In matters of dootrine there was llkewlae a wllllngnesa 

to aocept tho teaohlngs ot the Bible as being the highe.at . 
auti1ority• but with certain llmltatlona. Bwnan reason was 

not · to be ruled out completely. 'l:he average aervlca man. roi­

instance, would accept the Reformed doctrine ot the Lord's 

Supper rnther then the Lutheran. It waa more reasonable to 

hlm· and was therefore to be preferred. He believed too that 

sor.te statementu in the Bible were vague and could bo inter­

preted in several ways. and one intorpretation.mlght be 

just as nood as the other. lle did not see any great necessity 

for lnsisting on purity or dootrine. To sum up. in theol'J 

he accepted the Bible as authoritative. cut in faot he knew 

c0rt1pnratively little about it. and he d~d not teal that lt 

was imperative for him to lncreaae hls knowledge. 

It should be at1:1ted that there was usually a small 

number of deeply religious men who were diligent readers ot 

the Bible. It was not unusual tor little groups ot kindred 

ap1r1ts to meet tor the express purpose or reading the 

Scriptlll'9a. Generally 1heae were trO!ll the smallest seats 

and would have to be branded as fanatics. Usually they 
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plaoed all emphoais on certain pet doctrines to the disregard 

or othera. and sometimes 'insisted.that.a certain terminology . . 
must be employed. i he writer recalls one man who insisted 

that a Christian minister mus~ ~pre.ooh 'lbo Blood"• and held 

the t the refusal to be bound to preach the O·ospel in tb.oa, 

identical w~rd~ was a refusal to preRch the Gospel properly. 

Nature !!lg, Purpose or lb!, Churoh 

To the average se:rvico man the word "church" had to 

'be used with som denomination in order to have any meaning. 

It had to be the "Presbyterien Church" or the " "aptist Church0
• 

Usually lw was not ramlllar with any doctrine or the Invisible· 

Church. 'lhe use of the Apostles·• Creed in public worship 

oftoh brought forth 1nqu1r1es about the meaning or the term 
0 '1he communion or saints". His conception or· the Chris~1m 

Church was tho t 1 t was an outward organi~a t1on i>i' many parts 

and groups. each group consistl~g or a "body or psoplo who had 

voluntarily affiliated with it. some· ror self1sh· reasons. but 

mos t because they believed it a good thing to belong to an 

or ganization of such high nature. In his thinking the 

Church was merely a visible organization. 

The purpose ot the Church was to offor men inspira­

tion and instruction and in. general to keep the things moat 

v101•th whSile before th.em. 'lhe1'8 was only a sllcht concopt1on 

of tho Church aa o teaoh1nl,I agency. While 1t was to prepare 

men tor etemity. even this was only in an indirect way. Its 

main purpose was to help men live a proper lite .. and if a 



man lives a propor ltte he will be prepared for eternity. 

Many believed that a pe·raon could· live just as siltisractoril7 

outside or the Church as within it. To separate from a con­

grogation.i or simply- to atop attending services ~c_auae ot 

some d1aaatisfoct1on was not regarded as a serious matter. 

Illan_y- believed that a ·person could live just as well out·a1.de' 

or the Q:iurch. 

Every ·chaplain trequentlJ encountered men,who claimed 

to be members of a certain denomination even though they­

might not havo attended a service or that churoh in. men7 

years. 'lhey seemed to believe· that just .as a person auto­

matically becomes an American citizen by being bom of 

Ameri can paNnts. even oo one might in the same wny become 

·a mo:nber of the ~ thod1a~ Church. Another curious trait 

was the reluctance or persons· to transfer their church mem­

bership when changing their residence. 'lhey might attend 

church in their new home and contribute to its support. 

but they would hold their membership or "keep t.hetr letter" 

in their former church. 

Distinction F.etween Churches 

To most men the divisions of the Chriatian ·church 

are regrettable and unnecessary-. They felt that moat churches 

should unite. not in oraer to remove t he errors which separate 

theu1. but in order to operate more' efficiently and to remove 

the rivalry- between the various denOl!linations. The belief 

that doctrinal ditterenoea separate them and that errors 



keep them apart, was• not generally held. Tbe doctrinal . 

differences or which men were vaguely aware were difi'erences 

or emphasis more than diff'e·rences in su!>stance. The average 

?rian could see no great difficulty in the way of a union of 

,nost Protestont bodies. 

T:1e s 1 tuation "'· th regard to t he Catholic 'Chu.rob. was 

oor.10\"1bnt d1f.1'e.rent. '! o the Cathol;,ic servia~ tm1n the t.."i.oug• .t . 

or unioi.1 \"Ii th any other ch.arch was of' course unthinkable. 

Among men of Protestant background thore WB3 a genera! anti­

Catholic sentiment, even though it \1as generally mild. Meq 

disliked it because of its strict stand on some questions, 

because of its dictatorial stand in matters of the religious 

lif e of the individual, and because of its unique modes of 

worship. Seldom ,vao the anti-Catholic sentiment due to 1he .. 
I 

fact that this church has in countless instances forsaken . the . .. 

basic teachings of the Holy Scriptures .• 

'!he Mission or 'Iha Christian Church - --
ille mission of the Christian Church,, as the average 

mnn thinks or it, hos 'beon alluded to in the f oregoing . lie 

does not see it au an institution established by God to preach 

t he r;ord and to a<.l1ninister t110 Sacramento in order that by 

these 1n.eans of grace men. ~ight abtoin eternal life. 'Most 

men seem to th.ink or the ~ristion Gnur~h as being helpful 

rather thon essential, helpful because it ~speaks out against 

evils. and because it always supports the good. But its main 

work is to be• seen in t h •ls wol"l d rather than in the next • 

. . 
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~ Conclusions 

!ihe Christian Church does not stand as high in the 

esteem o!' most men es all lovers or the Church desire-. fiien 

do not give it that honor we "lllDuld like to see it receive. 

Various reasons can be given. 'lhe Catholic Church is disliked 

because of its strict stand in some matters, because of its 

rites and ceremonies that are atrnnge to many, and because . 
many or its adherents give no evidence of any uplifting 

i nfluence in their life. Protestant churches are not always 

hold inraspect, and likewise for a variety or reasons. 

lfollywood portrayals or Protestant congregations mi ght vell 

be considered aa one reason. The manner in which these 

~1ur.ches are portrayed in most modem writing is another. 

!I.he conduct of members who profess one thing and practice 

a.-iother has played a part. But perhaps the largest single 

fault lies with the olergJ". 'Iha ministry has attracted too 

many second-rate men, and in many ways these have contributed 

to a decline in the standing ot the churches in the eyes of 

the public. It the churches are not universally esteemed, 

candor compels the admission that they do not always merit 

esteem. 

It is also noteworthy-· that moat Protestant churches 

do not have a strong !iold OD t '1e!.r members. Any ohuroh 

worker in the field of home misuions labors under an unwar­

ranted assumption if he believes that most people feel the 

need of membership in a ohuroh. As long as oondittona in 
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the world remain about as they are. and as long as the ahurohe■ 

~al"l'J' on their work as at present. there will be leas and leas 

ground for this assumption. The Protestant denominations in 

general are gradually losing their influence over their arm 

people. and they are sl0Wly declining 1n the esteem ot non­

members. 
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CHAPTER III 

RELIGIOUS READING 

Periodicals Little Read 

Extensive libraries were provided on installations 

that were or a more or leas permanent nature. Religious 
I .. 

organize tiona quite generally availed themaelve.a of the 

opportunity to provide denominational publloations. But 4 

those wore not read by any large number ot men. Even the 

mo:"Jt faithful c·hul'Ch members showed littie inclination to 

keep :thamsolvos informed or developments in thoir mn church 

body. :Men of the l'.iissour1 Synod were no ex(Septiona. Wal'ther 

Lsague Messengora w.ere displayed p~mlnently on -tho o..'1.apel 

iraot rao~, but only rarely were copies carried. away unless 

the chaplain suggested to ind-ividuala that they· take a copy. 

Tracts !D4 Pamphlets 

There was a greater interest in tracts. ¥roclµ'ed 

from various sources and diap1ayed in the vestibule of the 

chapel, 'these were inspected by many persons, and the supply 

had to be 1'8plen1shed constantly. A mimeographed Sunday 

Bulle.tin wi·th the order of service and other briet items 

was alw•:vs welcome, and moat copies were retained and 

carried trom 'the chapel.. In the experience or tho writ.er 
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the printed sermon and order or· service provided by our 

Army and Nav7 Commission and made available tor general 

distribution. did not find a gre~t demand. First put on 

display at n time when little religious li~era~o was ~veil­

a ble. many oop1es were taken. Thereaf't~r. t."iey genereliy 

remained on the tract table. 

Dooka_,h Aasgh, ~osd1ok 

'lhe better libraries ~d ~ S?lll!lll section of' religioua . 
books. ~ince moat reading was tor the· purpose or relief' from 

boredom~. tiot1on was most 1D demand. However there were . 
al,·u1ys a :rew men who were interested 1n non~tiotion. and 'Ibo 

would read a book of' a religious neture it it held out prom­

ise of' having &Off!.8thing to offer. The books by Aaaoh and 

1'1osd1ok were perhaps .the f40Bt read. But they did not aee_m · 

to orente a aii1'tioient ·1mpaot to 0,11 forth muoh diaouaaion. 

~ Robe --
A very popular novel among ~11 olaases Df militar;r • 

personnel·was !!!!, Robe by Douslas. For a long period there 

was a waiting 11st in one library. tho1J6h several copies 

were 1n circulation. Its· appeal was alike to Catholios. 

Protestants and n·on-religious men. It was widely discussed· 

and v,as uniformly pra,ised. Yet in vel'J'• vel'J' few ins"1:ai1ces 

was there any rererenoe to the issue it must present to,an7 

thoughtful reader. !his novel depicts Christ as· being no 

more than ·a man. yet few readers seemed to regarcl that as 
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a serious fault even when that •~s calle4 to th~lr attention. 

Dearth Of. Soho1arlt Oonaorvatlve Bo'oka 

Every libra_ey maintained by tbe Armed Fal'oea. demon­

stra.ted a veey ·s1gn1ficant deficiency that likewise existo . 
1n every civilian public llbrary. !Ibere is a lack of 

sqholerly books .. by writers of con~orvat1ve rellgtou beliefs. 

'l1he writer finds that tn his hoppital. work he is st a d1.s­

advantage over against Catholic ohoplaina in ·thU1 ~eapeot. 
. - . . 

They hav:e some excellent mater1,1s to set forth their pbs1tion. . . . 
j,'h.ere is a cryi ng nood ;.n Luthernn and Pro.testant clrc·les far 

books thot are aoho1arly and which do justice to Evangelioa1 

Christianity. 
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ATTI'l.'UDES AtlD. CONDUCT 

1o • . • 

Ranking Offlcera ,21: ~ F.egular Al'Jllv 

ihe treatment of this subject mtgb.t best ~eg1n at 

the top. among the highest l'Dnking off-l~ers. Nori11ally the 

positions or _highest authorlty .war~ o.coupi.ed· by men of the 

Re{!;ular A'l'lf!Y with the rank ot Colonel · or General. To . . 
generalize about a group or men ls alw91ya hazardous. and lt 

must be stated that the wr1ter :R,raonally ··obsened a f'ew men 

o!' h1F),. rank 1n the Regular A'fflt:T and hes~ of oth.ers who · 
' 

appeared to be ~on ot high character and condt1.ct.. Bn.t these 

men Y«:Jro in the minority. It was more common to find men in 

high posi t1ons who seemed to .be utterly lacking in all m.oral 

perception. In many instances gener•la were known to live 

1n illicit relationships with women. and sometimes J&l'tles . . 
were held on Arary posts with high ranking officers· in 

attendance. or even sponsored by those ortioers, wh lch 

could only be classed as orgies. Ou:tside the limits .of .. 
the Continental United States where public aen~iment waa 

not a force · to be reckoned wl th~ men in J:?.ie.h poai tiona 

could cost aside all restraint. and there they often Allowed 
-themselves to be utterly wlt.~~ut morals. Money provided by 

t.~e people or the United States tor the. waging of war was 
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squandered to aatiaty'peraonal wh1ma. Luxurious planes 

and yaohts were malntalned for the use or genel'illa. In rare 

lnstanoes where some member of this group waa accused ot 

some irregularity or offense; there seemed to be a ~eneral 
, 

agrtn,ment to have him escape pµrilshment. altogether,. ~ td· 
rooeivo a punishment much lee~ 3evere that a minor officer 

or en enlisted man Tlould have r.ecel-vod tor e 'lessor o:r.rense. 

Some of 1hese -officers were graduates of tho United State~ 

fr.111 taey' "\oademy v4' th l ta mot.to1"Duty, Honor·, Country". 

'!here was 11 ttle evidence the t these noble q,ua-11 ties played . . . 

any part in the lives of these men as they pursued thelr 

oaroer ln the Army. 

In "the interests of f"airness one f'act should be 

mentioned here. 'I1le above observations ,rere made ver,y largely 

of' of'flcera of the Air P'oroe. 'Iha pos~lbllity· ·exlsta that 

other branches or· the Service might have been administered 

b y men of higher character. 'lhe orr,-o~rs ln the age _group 

now in control ln .thp Air Force entered that. arm when fiy-

1ng was more hazardous than t .t la toda ; and ·appealed prlma.­

rily to the reckless and irresponsible young otf'lcera tst a 

generation ago. By good fortune these survived, and. by 

virtue of tlleir long aervioe·won positions or tmportanoe. 

'lhe1r main interest has remained the p1lo~1ng of' a plane, 

and 'the toot that all of them bave 'known aoorea ot men mo 

ba ve been killed ln the ln terven1ng years• has served only 

to make mnny of them tatal1sta whose ma!n oonoem is to 

eat, drink. and be •rT'1• 



Non-Career· Otflcera 

Holdtns positions below the above desoribed group 

uao a largor number or ·ottic~rs who had not made the Arm:, 

a career. Most of these were men who in civilian lli'e had 

not joined ln excesses such ns those that were oO?l'lnon on 

evory Army post. 1hey could be described as coming mainly 

from the upper mlddle class of our population. !iiany ot these 

took very naturally to the prevailing customs when they 

found tbat conformity was expected. 0t.'1ers not 1m sympathy 

with such conduct found a way to avoid the more fiagrant 

affsira • .Dut ins~nces of outspoken objection and protest 

were very rare. Even those who were bitter in their cr1tt­

o1sm knew that there was no effective way of" registering 

any protest tba t would not be smothered by- oti'loera ,.n 

hi-her position. 

Rosnons1b1lity Toward' Spirituol Welfare .Qt!!n, 

· In theory each commanding officer 1s reapons1 'ble · for 

the weli'are of the men of his command. 'l'hat responsibility la 
I 

a carey-over fro~ feudalism. I t ~xtends not only to their 

ph:,sical welfare, but also to the spiritual. This latter 

obligation ls expressly stated ~n Army Regulations. 

Coh1pliance was 1'a2.rly seneral. On posts and bases 

of the Panama Canal Departmen•t• plaoes of worship were 

eventually provided, though the construction ot a chapel was 

generally the last. step ln any building progrnm, wherttaa _. 

clubs for officers and enlisted men were amonr, the 1'1rat. ' 
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Tl1e ded1oat1on of a chapel was usually an event of L'l'lpor­

tance and was attended by ranking generals. In most in­

stances tho address or the day was delivored by a ger~ral 

who invariably spoke of the great value o:r religion. But in · 

most instances 1t was s mttei- of common k."lowledge that the 

speakor would not enter another o'l'mpel until his position 

once again required that he appe~r at another dedication. 

As. noted above. it was the duty or each commanding . . . 
officer to make sure that _t.,.~e man of his OomrPBnd were given 

' t he opportunity to worship. Dut in practise responsibility 

was usually dolegated to the ohoplain or chaplains of the 

u.~it and the commanding officer rarely showed any further. 
I 

ooncem about the matter •. · Also on· the lower levels or 
command chaplains often had occasion to feel that the· 

attitude and conduct of the ort1oer in question was a 

hindrance rather than a help to th~ work of the chaplaincy. 

_'lhe Officers S!!ll 
It is no exaggeration to state that on aom~ Army 

posts 0011duot reached i ta lowest. levels 1n the off1.ce-rs 

club. 1'h1s level was· dote:rmined by the commandtng otrtcer. 

and 1n most instances •he imposed no restraints.. Virtually 

eveey o:rr1oers olub of which t he wr1 tar baa lm0T1lodge Ttould 
. 

hnvo been designated as a public nuisance and closed by the 

police 1n any respectable areo in an .American oity. 

Contrney to common boliet. liquor was on saie 1n 

offloera oiuba• and vas consumed 1n large quantities. '!he. 

liquor shortage "1n the United States was probably due in· 


