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INTRODUCTION

These pages represent the observations of an Army
Chaplain. They state impressions formed over a protracted
period and give certain conclusions based on these observa-
tions, It should be stated at the very beginning that no
claim is made for infallibillty, and it is recognized that
some persons would debate some points, deny others., The
very nature of the subject makes this inevitable., We are
dealing with a subject in which statistics have little mean-
ing. Porsonal observations and impressions may be questioned.
In these chapters the writer claims only to present the sub-
ject as it appears to him, others may agree or disngree-wiﬁh
statements made.

The writer's opportunities for observation were fairly
extensive, His active service in the Army bezan on Christmas
Day, 1941, at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. Serving there in a
Replacement Center until October of the following year, he had
an opportunity to observe the men who had come from civilian
1life only a week before, and who were now to be molded into
soldiers., Ior three years following the writer worked among

men who were stationed in Panama as a part of the force de=-
fending the Ponama Canal. IHe there ministered to men on
various Alr Bases and made frequent visits to small outposts.
Four voyages on Army Transports between Panama and New Orleans
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gave further opportunities to come to know men under condi-
tlons of intimacy that can be found only on shipboard. These
opportunities are climaxed by duty in a hospital of the
Veterans Administration where men are receiving treatment
“or tuberculosis. Iany of these are combat voterans and some
of thom contracted the disease while in enemy prison camps.
Dedside visits in a hospital in hundreds of cases have served
to strengthen impressions received while dealingwith men in
the field. |

It should be noted that these observations were made
of men who were far removed from the dangers and ‘hardships
of actunl combat. Under those conditlons of extreme stress
attitudes in individuals are more pronounced. Only one who
has been ﬂth men in combat would be qualified to write on
that subject. '




CIIAPTER I
TIE VARIOUS RELIGIOUS GROUPS

With men dravn from every walk of life and from every
class and segmont of our American soclety, it was inevitable
that the sects and divisions of American religious life
should also be found in the Army, but with the difference '
that all of them were thrown more closely together than in
civilian life, There were no divisions created by economic
differences, there was no wrong side of the tracks. And
while éhe civilian clergyman is ordinarily limited to a very
large extent to work among the membvers of his parish, and
while these in reneral are from one economic group, in the
military service he met with men of every shade of religious
beliof and of no religious belief. As stated, all religious
and non religlous groups were represented. The following

classification would be fairly inclusive,

Ko Relipmious Background
There was a fairly large segment of men without a

religious background. These men were thoroughly pagan.

They had received no more Christian education or training

than has the native of darkest Africa. It was significant

to note ‘that many of these came from homes that had been
3=
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brolten by separation or divorce. PBut others had grown up in
normal families, and in those families there had never been
the '_slightest trace of any religious life., IHaving grown up
withoui: glving any place in their 1life to religion, they
felt no need of religion when they found themselves in
strange surroundings. Whether thelir attitude changed in
combat could be stated only by one who has observed condi-
tions there.

These men in practically no instance avalled them-
selves of the opportunity for religlous worship. Occasion-
ally, though rarely, they sought the service of a chaplain
in a non-spiritual capacity. Further experience with such
men shows that they rarely feel the need of a religious
ministry even when they are critically 111l and know that
thoy will not recover. Stress and 1llness rhay serve ‘to
mnake a man return to religious teachlngs which he may have
abandoned; they do not seem ordinarily to have any effect
upon a man who has never known any religious loyalty. This

group is not as small as many persons might llke to belleve.

Protestants in General
In the statlstical records of the Army men were

grouped into four classes for purposes of tabulation. These
were Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, and No Religion. As an
approximation of these totals the .following would serve as
a falr example. Protestant, 63%; Catholic 31%; Jewish, 1%;
No Religion, 5%. A unlt with a large proportion of men from
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the South would show fewer Catholics, one from a metropoli-
tan area would show a higher percentage of Catholic men and
Joews. DbBut these officlsl figures were largely without mean-
ing. Theoy were fair;y accurate as pertaining to Catholics
and Jews., As for the Protestant groups these figures were of
practically no meaning. Many of the 'men who indicated a Prot-
estant preference meant only to indicate that the& were not
Catholics. Yith the total church membership of the United
States numbering hardly more than one half of the total popu=-
lation, the figure of 95% arrived at by totaling the number
of those who indicated a religious preference, is obviously
without meaning. The apppoximate 5% who indicated no relig-
jous preferenéa included the very small number who professed
athelsm and those who were enemieS of the Church, and others
vho were critical of any form of relizion.

llen of Christian Science churches, liormons, and other
minority groups were counted as Protestants. lembers of the
Greek Orthodox Church generally attended Outbolic services,

The Protestant chaplaln was charged with the &uty of
ministering to a very mixed group. Iis responsibility ex-
tended from the liigh Church Episcopalian to.members of sects
that shunned every suggestion of liturgy.. Obviously no order
of service could he found that would be acceptable to every-
one, However it was the consensus of opinion among experienced
and successful chaplains that a happy medium existed which
would be acceptable to the largest number of church-going
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personnel. The service had to be dignified under all cir-
cums tances, not informal. It was desirable to have a Respon=-
sive Reading, the Gloria Patri, the Lord's Prayer spoken in
unison. The present writer foun§ no exception taken to the
use of the Apostles Creed,

It 1is an acknoﬁledged fact that church attendance in
most Protestant churches is very poor. Oniy a relatively
small proportion of the membership of a church attends services
on any given Sunday. Naturally this condition would be evi-
dent also in the Army. The soldier had no family to urge him
to attend, he was not induced to go by the possibility of
meeting friends whom he would not otherwise see, he need fear
no visit from the minister if he stayeﬁ away. In one respecﬁ_“
this operated in favor of the chaplain, for 1t provided him
with a very receptive audience. The man who came to church
came there to worship. In twenty years in the ministry this
writer has never found a congregation so appreclative as the
ones he found in the Army. His hearers consisted of the very
best of the membership of the various Protestant churches. The
indifferent rarely came to church. s

A somewhat closer look at the various groups is

afforded by the following.

Calvinists - Pentecostal Groups

Under this heading would come such groups as Southern
' Baptists, Nazarenes, the Pentecostal and Holiness groups.
They were distinguished from others by a greater degree of
religious fervor than was ordinarily fou;d among Protestants.
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They also-had a better underatanding of the doctrines of
Christianity. In most instances they were better church-
goars thon others, Their reaction éo such sermons as a
Lutheran chaplain would preach was not altogether favorable,
They were not accustomed to a sermon that was carefully pre-
pared in’advance and delivered in a dignified manner. They
would have prelerred an informal sermon, delivered in the
style of a revivalist, avounding in stories and illustrations,
and carrying a strong appeal to the emotions rather than.to
the understanding. While they agreed with the preaching of
the truths of sin and grace, most of them probably would have
maintained that a Lutheran chaplain did not go all the way in
preaching the Gospel, However they would at-least attend his
services, vhereas some of them would not do that in the case

of a chaplein that preached liberalism.

The Fm;damen talist Groups
lany of the leadling denominations of our country
harbor both lodernists nnd lundamontalists among their clergy,
and the lines between ther are not always clearly drawn. This
same difference was found in the ;ervloe men from those denom-
inations. There were some among them who accepted the saving
truths of the Chriﬁtian réliglon, there were othors who did
not know what a Christian believes. fliany did not know of tﬁe
differences between clérgymen of their own church body and
of the controversy between orthodoxy and liberalism. And had

they known of them, they would probably have regarded the
PEHIEHLAFT‘I@EE&CIRLAI.IJBIUKRY'
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matter as of 1little moment. They had grown up amidst the
dooctrinal indifference of modern Protestantism, and these
differences seem unimportant to them. The ficht against
liodernism which has been carried on in such denominations
as the Presbyterian does not seem to have been taken up by
young laymen., This writer at least saw little that would

80 indicate.

Lutherans - liissour!i Synod

During the course of the war our Synodical church
papors contalned many accounts and brought many pictures of
groups of Lutheran men attending a Lutheran service conducted
by a chaplaln of their Church. This has led to the general
belief that the men of our Church made a splendid record in
the mattor of church attendance. Since the end of the con-
flict this question has been much discussed in our circles,
also in gatherings of chaplains, and of late there has been
much less satisfaction with conditions as they actually were.

Pictures and reports gave only a part of the story,
and that the best part. 4t must be remembered that in almost
all cases when a distinctly Lutheran service was held, it had
been arranged to serve the men of many units. If a picture
snowed one hundred men at a service, these were perhaps only
a small proportion of the Lutheran men in the various units
ropresented. The picture showed the men who were actually
present, but there was nothing to indicate that perhaps more
Lutheran men had not thought it important to attend a service




of their own Church.

Theve no statistics to show how faithful our men
werq; The writer nas sboken to two chaplains of our Church
who both saw long service in infantry divisions with a large
number of Lutheran men in each unit. 3hey had received a
roster of those men and iIn repeated instances malled notices
of' Lutheran communion services. %They both estimated that only
one helf of those notified reaponded even once to their re-
peated letters.

ihe writer served where changes of personnel were
requent and for that reason could not make accurate observa-
tions over a period of time. It would be possible to enumnerate
many inastances of outstanding loyaslty to Church. Nany Lutheran
men were regular in their church attendance. <=ut there were
many others who attended rarely or not at all. It would be
unwarranted to feel that men of our Church made an outstand-
ing record in their attendance at the services conducted by a
chaplain of our Synod. <1t should also be noted that chaplains
of other denominations found.Lutherana better church-goers
than were others, so the element of loyalty to a clergyman
of their own Church and to its ministry dare not be over
emphasized, And i1f Lutherans proved better than others in
this matter, 1t was not because their record was so splendid,
but rather because othor Protestants were so woefully weak

in this respect.
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Fo one would seriously question that in gmeneral men
of the liissourl Synod have recoived a bettor religious
education than have the men of any other Pro-tastant Church.
The results were apparent, as is demonstrnted by the fact
pﬁevlously stated that they were better ahurchngoérs than
. were the others, Dut taking nli.thinga into oonside}atron,
one may well hold that more might have been expected of
tpam; They had received a good religious education, the
home Church and the pastor maintained a contact with them
- in almost every instance, the Army and Navy Commission gave
assufanee of the concern of the Church for their spiritual
welfare, o other denomination'wént to such expense to
show its concern. TIrue, there were many instances of out-
standing loyalty. There were Lutheran men' who exerted a
splandidkinfluenoe for good. But there were also lndications
to show that we must be even more deteormined to increase the
educational facilities in our congregations, and that we °
must work even harder to instill a sense of Lutheran loyalty,
and that not for its own sake, but because loyalty to Christ
and loyalty to the Church of Christ must ever go hand in
hand,.

Other Lutherans
The writer had many contacts with Lutheran men and
of ficers of other Lutheran bodies, came to know many of them
very well, and often had discussions with them. In some few

instances they originated in sections of the Unlited States
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where the lilssouri Synod is not well represented. These men
knew of our Synod only from hearsay, and their knowledge was
mainly of our 'strict' stand on lodgery and unionism. Some
of them confessed that they had once felt a stronger kinship
to the Reformed bodles than to the Lutherans of the issourt
Synod. It was significant to note that this faeling; had been
lost by men who had frequently visited Lutheran Service Centers,
or who had become acqualnted with our members in eivilian
churches, Individuals from the various groups constituting
the A.L.C. or the U.L.C. generally showed a lack of the
awareness of the gulf between true Lutheranism and the rest
of Protestantism. They d1d not see the ovils of unionlsm
and of lodgery asseen by a well-informed member of the
lil1saourl Synod. :Howevar the writer found among them in many
instances a far stronger sense of Lutheran loyalty than he
had expected to find, and many of them also gave evidence
of a very fine indoctrination. Certainly it would be an
injustice to them to make the assertion that the men of the
liissouri Synod showed themselves to be more loyal and more

appi'aciative of the blessings enjoyed by the Lutheran Church.

The Effect of lodornism
len in the armed forces of World War II grew from
childhood to manhood during the two decades in which odernism
captured much of American Protestantism. 5ut only a small
proportion of the membership of the churches in which

lodernism made its greatest inropads have an awareness of what
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actually took place, if one may judge from the attitudes of
young men. 7This condition is not surprising in view of the
strategy of liodernists. They carefully avolded stating the
issues in the controversy; better yet, they avolded giving
the impression that a controversy existed. They tried where-
ever possible to follow the method of one minister who in a
moment of frankness declared that he was changing the faith
of his members, but that they did not know it. linisters
opposed to Xodernism gradually died off or were relegated to
small and unimportant parishes. DModernism moved in without
concerted opposition. liost of the soldiers who came from
church-connected: homes had grown up while the change was
takingz place.

All well-informed @men had of course heard the terms
"Fundamentalism" and %iodernism"; only a small proportion of
them knew what the words actually meant. A Fundamentalist
was often thought of as belonging to a group that might more
accurately be designated as Pentecostal or Foliness, plac-
ing great emphasis on emotionalism. The general concept of
a Fundamentalist minister would picture him as poorly edu- -
cated, uncultured man who was qualified to serve only among
the least-educated element of our population. Yn the other
hand, a Hodernist minister would most likely be thought of
as a progressive and aggressive lndividual, abreast of the
times. Of the true distinoction batwean.tha two there was
1ittle understanding. <t 1s also noteworthy that amonc the
very few individuals who did understand the lssue, there
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was rarely the conviction that adherence to Christian truth
demanded that a true Christlian sepsrate himself from a church
that had surrendered to error. A man might feel that his
church had changed its position, he did not:feel tha£ this
siaould compel him to leave such a church for the sake of his
consclenca,

If i1t 1s true that few men Mmew of the ﬁatura_of the
conflict between these two forces, thls does not mean that
they had been little affected by its existence. The contrary
if true. Nen had grown up without definite and positive
instruction in Christian doctrine. In place of that he hed
boen imbued with nothing more than a mild religious sentiment.
Thore was little understanding of even the most elemental
truths of Christienity. The average man knew woefully little
about the Hible, and even that little was known mostly by
hearsay. If asked upon what a person's hope of szlvation
must rest, the answer usually indicated some form of work-
richteousness, this melancholy fact confronts anyone who
looks closely at the work of the largest Protestant denomin-
ations; there 1a little in thelr work to which they can point
with pride.

An Estimate Of The Future Of Protestantism
laking predictions 1s dangerous busliness, and this i1s
not intended to be a prophecy of what may be In store for that
large segment of the Christian Church which is generally lumped
together under the heading "Protestantism". ZEut a few con-

clusions may be stated.
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To the writer it is inconcelvable that any pastor
who served as a chaplain should be optimistic about the
future of this Protestantism.. To argue simply, as many do,
that at long last the various churches have learned to work
together, and that therefore the future is bright, is too
shallow to. warrant consideration. In order to thrivé a church
nmust have a firm foundation, and the Protestantism above re=-
ferred to has no such foundation,: for much of it has aban=-
doned the only Foundation a church can have. The present
.tendency to view with alarm the progress of Catholicism is
not the answer. 4#s long as coﬁditﬁons romain basically as
they now are, it msy be expectad ;hat Protestantism will
continue to lose ground to lomanism on the one hand, and to
a groving paganism and-materialisﬁ on the other hand,

If Protestantism 1s to recoup any lost ground or
even to hold 1its present position, it must again learn to
speak with authority. It must iearn to say again, "Thus
saith the Lord". It must return to a Gospel that is re-
vealed from heaven. <*t must learn again that its strength
must come from God, and not from human organization and
unions. +t must concern itself with men's souls rather
than with their temporal wellbelng. Eaving done that 1t must
revitallze 1ts teaching'agenoiea and give its members a
thorough instruction in the fundamental doctrines of Chris-
tianity. Ho measures short of the adove will be sufficient

to bring atout a flourishing Protestantlsm,
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The question arises whether Lutheranism ocan be of any
assistance to Protestantism in bringing this about. Vhether
it owes any such obligation to heterodox churches will not:
be considered here., Suffice 1t to say that under existing
conditions its influence cannot be expected to be great, The
many Givisions within fmtheranism are sufficient grounds for
this claim.. A3 long as it cannot combine all Lutherans in a
united stand for the truth, it cannot expect to speak to non-
Lutherans with any degree of authority. It 'must first set
its own house in order. Furthermore it would have to have
a corps of men ‘who are recognized as outstanding scholars
in various branches of theology even more than 1ls the case
today. 4hen its pastors must be better prepared to face the
world and testlfy‘boldly. with authority and with abillty,
overcoming the present tendency to remain aloof lest our
position be endangered. <o sum up: Lutheranism still has
much to achieve before it can exert a great influence on the

rest of Protestantism,.

Catholi.cs.ism In The “rmv

The Catholic Church enjoyed the most satisfactory
positi&n of any religious group in the Army. The Cathollc
chaplain was practically the pustoé of a cafholie congregation.
Wthereas a Protastﬁnt chaplain was charged with the responsi-
bility of conducting religious services to which men of many
religioﬁs groups were drawn, normally the Catholic chaplain
ministered only to men of his own falth. ﬁhile Army Regula-
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tions provided that a chaplain should conduct a general
service ?or men not of his faith when no other chaplain was
avallable, this was rarely done., The writer knows of only
one instance where.a Catholic chaplain conducted a goneral
serviqe, and that was a temporary arrangement. And it was
generally understood that a Protestant chaplain could not
conduct a service that would be acceptable to men of the
Catholic faith.

Zo all essential purposes then.a Cathollic chaplein
ministered to a Catholic parish on an Army post. He observed
all the holidays and performed all Catholic rites, Usually
o dailly mass was held. Confessions were heard on s regular
schedule. Usually there were men who wore receiving religlous
Instruction, generally parties to a mixed marriage. Sunh-
men would be confirmed by the clvillan Bishop who held
jurisdiction in the area if the opoorturity afforded. The
same advantageous position held by the Catholic Church in
American civilian life was also enjoyed in the Army. <ts
ability to galn special privileges was evident. It was a
generally accepted fact that no palns dare be spared to
make 1t possible for a Catholic chaplain to meet his
appointments, and that provislion must be mede to allow
Catholic men to worship. ‘There was mush less concern about
services for Protestant men. HEigh ranking officers would
frequently go out of thelr way to pay a compliment to
Catholic chaplains or to the Catholls Church.
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The efficiency of the hieraroﬁy was demonstrated in

the selection of its chaplains, Wide publicity has been
gflven to statements and articles comparing Protestant and
Catholic chaplains to the discredit of the former. In the
oninion of this observer that criticlsm was often justified.
\ihileo ho ohserved Catholie chaplains who were totslly unfitted
for their office, these were not mesny. Usually thelr men
were well chosen, wiille the quality of other new cheplains
dropped steadily as the wer grew longer. Usually the Catholic
chaplain enjoyed the respect of all men. Ee usually evidenced
qualities of leadership. He hed learned bvetter than the aver-
age Protestant chaplain how to get along with men. Ee could
e loyal to his religlous beliefs and practises, insist upon
his rights if necessary, and not make himself ridiculous in
doing so. 'This could not bc said of all Protestant claplains.

From a strictly religious point of view, however, the
Catholic cheplain was often deserving of censure. In too
many inatances %o bo dismissed as exceptional, he was given
to profanity. Often hn'Was an invetorate gsmbler, and not
only in gemos where the stakes were small, Public drinking
in officors clubs and elsewhere was the common practice. Tho
man-made laws of the Church, such as those demanding fasting
before mass were scrupulously obeyed, the much higher laws
of God were often ignored., , Army Hegulations too were often

flaunted, but the Church was obeyed.

A e T
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Usually the Cathollc soldier carried his loyalty to
his Church into the military service. Often his first inquiry
upon arriving at a new station was the whereabouts of a
Catholic chaplain. Ee was usually provided with an abundance
of relirious medals, and a frotestant chaplain would sometimes
be asked to bless some wedal newly received, being mistaken,
of course, for a priest. Eut this loyalty often showed it-
self to be a loyalty to outward forms and ceremonies, and
sometimes 1t was superstition rather than falth, Often his
roliglon made no effect upon his life, He could be just as
profane as a non-religious man, There was also this difference
botwoen Protestants and Catholics, ihen a Protestant maniwent
wrong morally, he usually stopped attending services. e felt
thet his sin had created a bLreak with the religion he had pro-
fessed, and that jolning in worship would be an act of hypecec= -
risy. A Catholic man gullty of the same offense would gener-
ally continue in hls religlous observance, in fact would some-
times grow more zealous in attendance upon the outward

observance of religious dutles,




CHAPTER II
ATTITUDES I INDIVIDUALS

The following attempts to set forth the tellefs and
concepts of the average service man. In a larze group of
men there will naturally be a great range of understanding.
A relatively small proportion will gilve evidence of a good
religious training and a fine Christiasn understanding. At
the opposite extreme will be found a relatively small croup
with virtuanlly no opinion about matters relimious, and no
intorest in the subjJect. The writer feels that the follow-
ing sets forth the position of the 1;rme middle group. Fow
were those impressions obtalned? In several ways. Some fron
peraonal conversations with individuals., In the course of a
day a chaplain would engage in conversations with perhaps
dozens of men, and in these almost any kind of a subject
might te discussed. In other instances they were obtailned
at second hand. Fvery chaplain had a circle of friends con-
sisting mainly of those who were most falthful in their
Christianity. In Pible Class or in di scussion groups the
chaplain had many contacts with them and came to know them
intimately. Singly and in small groups they might appear
at the chaplain's office in their ille hours. These in

-19-
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turn would often speak of thelr contacts with others, and of
the endless "bull sessions” in barracks and elsewhere with
which men sought to relieve the tedium of a monotonous exis-
tonce. Some might feel inclined to doubt the validity and
tiic value of Ilwpressions so obtalned, anyone who has experi-

;enced Army life will not find it difficult to understand.

Concept Of God.

The average man believes in a personal God. But he
has few ideas of the nature of that God. This is one of the
evil .results of the fallure of churches to have an effective
arency for the religions training of children., The God in
whom the man professed to believe_ was not One to whom he
felt closely rela.ted. Ee would have no inclination to
profess that "in Him we live and move and have our being".
Only the man with a better than average religious education
knew the most elementary truths about the Triune God., Fe'
had heard the terms Father, Son, and Hol:r' Spirit, but he had
virtually no concep.ti.on of their meaning. Somo regarded :
these namos as different ways of speaking of the same Person.
There was little understanding of Christ as the pre-existing
Son of God: There was only the most hazy notion of the work
of the Loly Ghost: The pupil in a Lutheran confirmation |
class who has completed the study of the Creed had a far
better undarsi.:anding of the nature of God than does 'Ifhe

average yvouth. . -




Of God's Providence. The Individual's iieed of God -

But if the knowledge of God was very hazy, there was
a surprisingly strorgbolief in God's providence. A man's
conception of God might be'evor 80 vafue, but he did believe
.that the universe was ordered by God and that God also shapes
‘the destiny of the individual. %hus many men were sure from
the very berinning of tho war that our nation would triumph
over 1ts enemles. Our enemies advocated an evil cause, but
we were on the side of right, therefore God would helﬁ us
o gain the victory. FPerhans this belief could be traced
to tho influence of the “ocial Gospel in modern Protestant-
ism, with its bellef that 1n the end good must always
triumph over evil. lien were also quick to see in the bounti-
ful harvests of the war years an evidence that God favored
our cause and another indlcatlon that our cause waé jﬁst.

Since belief in God's providence was common, it was
also natural that there should be acknowledgment of God's
goodness when some special blessing had been received. On
an Air Base where everyone was aware of the hazards of flying,
and where narrow escapes were frequent, there was a general
readiness to express the bellef that in certaln lnstances
only Goé's protection had averted some acéident. The
expression, "The Lord was certalnly watshing over us", was
ofton hoard, and 1t was not meant as an 1dle statement. In
tho case of outstanding military achlevements there vias a

desire to give thanks to God. Services of thanksgiving for
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the successful-invasion.of Eurvpe were attended by large
nunvers. Yhen dJapan surrendered, and after many reports and
donials of surrender had created general confusion, and had
cauged- provious plans for a service of thanksglving to be
avolished, the authentlc announcement of final victory brought
considerable numbers of men to Army chapels, driven by a spon=--
taneous desire to give thanks to God.

It was only natural that as a result of the lack of
definite religlous education many occurrences would ralse
questions that could not be answered satisfactorily. In
the event of accldents involving death to military personnel,
the incvitable question of "why this man"? was ssked, end of
course no satlsfaectory answer could be giyen. In other
instances men simpiy resorted to fatalism. "His number was
up”, "His time had come". Sometimes too there was super- .
stition. Thus the writer frequently observed among men who
vore unoasf about travel by plane, a vafy evident satisfaction
when they fouud that a chaplain was also golng to travel on
the sane plane. ' :

But there was little or no evidence that men gener-
ally folt the need of a living relationship with God. They
did not feel a need of God, but rather the need of the things
that God could give. They wanted ﬁis-proteotion, Eis bounty,
His blessing, but they did not feel that they needed His
presence in:all their life. There was little evidence-of
spiritual hunger, of thirsting after a righteousness that
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only God could supply. Yo be joined to God by felth in Jesus
Christ, to believe that everything must be done 1n the fear
and love of God, all this was foreign to the thinking of the
uvef;a:_.e sorvice man. The general attitude was that a man
night need God in lifo's emergencies, but as long as things
ware g;oiﬁg reasonably well there was no need to be concerned
sbout man's relationship with God.

There is a slight possibility that this plcture of
the situation 1s drawn too darkly. %The service man who
profoésod to be a Protestant was very relt;.etant to glve
expression to the truths he bolleved in his lnnermost heart,
much more so than was the Catholic man. iFt 1s possible that
deep down in his heart there was a stronger falth and a deeper
understanding then aurfnc.e appearances would indicate. But
from what could be discerned in ordinary conversation,. ‘:-hg-

above would be a description of his general attitude.

Concept of Sin

The sorvice man was always a realist, and for that
reason there was no inelination to deny that sin exists. He
looked uron such things as adultery and drunkenness as belng
sinful, but that. would not necessarily keep him from'bedoming
guilty of them. .Perhaps the best 1llustration of this
attitude is in the matter of profanity. MNen knew that the
misuse of Cod's name was sinful, no attempt was made to deny
that. BEut the individual guilty of the sin would sometimes
attempt to excuse his conduct by saylng that he "d!.dn'i: mean
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anything by 1t", With this sin as with others, the more
¥nowledge of the fact that they were wrong was not enough
to keep men from committing them.

There was no general widerstending of the real nature
of sin. #en dld not regard every sin ss an affront to CGod,
Thoy did not belleve in man's total depravity end in Gcd's
wreth over even a single sin, if one may Judge by the atti-
tude of the men in the armed forces, the concept of original
8in is no longer holé by the average msmber of most Protestht
churchea., To assert ﬁhat a 1little child 1s.hy ﬁatura gsinful
would have met with a quite genersl denirl, There was a
general bellef that men is npt porfect.and that he commlts
sins, but there was no inclination to regard this as a serious
metter, and to helleve that man must find a way to be cleansed
of his sin, VWhether men in combat, aware of the possibility
of death at any moment, showed a greater swareness of the
reacl nature of personal sin 1s a question thht cannot be
enswered hers. Fut among others there was little or no
evidence of a sense of personal guilt, no general conscious=-

ness that man must in some vay find deliverance from the

guilt of his sins.

Concept Of Grace
With a very imperfect understanding of the nature of
sin and of man's guilt, it is natural that there could be no
proper concept of the grace of God. Since they did not really
know the Law, there could be no proper evaluation of the
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Gospel. True, men did believe that God would forgive. Dut
how this was to take place and what is the ground of forgive-
ncss, of thesc matiters there was & genoral lack of knowledge,
and indifferenco. Iiiost views held showed rellance on self=-
righteousness. GCranted that every man commits some sins, if
he also does some good things, the good will cancel the evil,
Some of the viewsheld were even more unworthy of God. ~Ferhaps
the man would not have stated it quile so bluntly, but often
he seemed to think that God_does make some very exacting de-
mands, and that men do not measure up to those demands, the
threats agalnat sin will not be carried out as severely as
men onice belleved. In the end all men will be saved, except
for the very wicked like iitler, and men who wilfully fight
against God,

The above 1s not intended to mean that there were no
rmion who Mnow the way of salvation. 1t is intended to repre-
sont vhat might be callod the majority view, There were men
who trustod in tho grace of God in Christ Jesus. Eut these
men were in the minority even among those who had been regu-
lar church=-goers bef'ore entering the Service, and they did
not ordinarily come from the larger Protestant groups. In
private discussions with mén who had a religious background,
it was frequently found that the teaching of "sola gratia" had
never been grasped. lihere 1t has not been completely crowded
out by the social gospel, synarg;‘.l.sm has at least been per=-
mitted to undermine this comforting and assuring doctrine

of the Christian faith,
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Authority Of Scripture

As far as the writer knows no surveys were made among
service men to determine their knowledgo of the Sible, Had
such a suivey been made, it would have revealed an ahysmal
ignorance. &oat of the men with whom chaplains dealt had
attended Sunday School. but it was very evident that most
instruction in Sunday School had not led to a mood knowlodge
of the Bible., Llicarly every wman carried a How Tbstamsnt; but
that does not imply that he was a regular and earnest réader.
Eyon his casual reading was usually limited to- the Gospgls
of the remainder of the iew Testament he knew verﬁ 1ittle.

The writer made 1t a general practise to conduct one
or.fwo Biyle Classes, The attondance would consist almﬁst
entirely of those who wore most 1ﬁcllnad to take relig@én'.
weriously, and who had been in the habit of attending Sunday
School as civ;liang. -ut even among these it was the general
practise to consult the index when asked to refer to scme
Eible passage. Hor can the Lutheran Church claim that it
is the exception, and that its members have a good general
¥nowladge of the Bible. The Lutheran who knew his Eible well
was_the oxception and not the rule. 1t was also true in some
inatances that a Iutheran might know much more about his
catechism than about his Bible. .

It was generally acknowledged that the Blble is the

highest authority in all things spiritual. 7There was little
or no inclination to question its account of historical facts,
as far as these were known to the lndividual. 'The Flood, the

Exodus, the occupation of the Yromised Land, something of
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tiie reign of David and Solomon, these wore the historical facts
of the 0ld Testament generally known at least in outline, and
they were accepted without question. The main historical facts
of the “ow Testament centering about the life of Christ were
also matters of falrly common knowledge, and they were like-
wise accepted.

In matters of doctrine there was likewise a willingness
to accept the teachings of the Eible as being the highest
authority, but with certain limitations. EHuman reason was
not to be ruled out completely. The average service man, for
instance, would accept the Reformed doctrine of the Lord's
Supner rather than the Lutheran. it was more reasonable to
him and was therefore to be preferred. Xe bélieved too that
some statements in the Hlble were vague and could bo inter-
proted in sevoral ways, and one intorpretation might be
just as good as the other. Ile did not see any great necessity
for insisting on purity of doctrine. To sum up, in theory
he accepted the Hible as authoritative. bHut in fact he knew
comparatively 1little about 1t, and he did not feel that it
was imperative for him to increase hls knowledge.

It should be stated that there was usually a small
number of deeply religious men vho were diligent readers of
the Bible. It was not unusual for 1ittle groups of kindred
spirits to meet for the express purpose of reading the
Scriptures. Gererally these were from tha_smallest sects

and would have to be branded as fanatics. Usually they
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placed all omphasis on certain pet doctrines to the disregard
of others, and sometimes'insisted:that a certain terminology
must be employed. The writer recalls one man who 1nsistea
that a Christian minister must “praa;h The Blood", and held
that the refusal to be bound to preach the Gospel in those

identical words was a refusal to preach the Gospel properly.

Nature &nd Purpose gg Ihe Church

To the average service man the word ﬁchurch" had to
ne used with some donomination in order to have any meaning.
It had to be the "Presvyterisn Church" or the "Faptist Church".
Usually ho was not famillar with any doetrine of the Invisible
Church. The use of the Apostlos! Creed in public worship
often brought forth inquirlies about the meaning of the term
"The communion of saints". His conception of the Christien
Church was that it was an outward.orgagiaatlon of many pa;ts
and groups, each group consisting of a'bady of paople who had
voluntarily affiliated with 1%, some’ for selfish reasons, but
most hecause they believed it a good thing to belong to an
organization of such high nature. In his thinking the
Church was merely a visible orranization.

The purpose of the Church was to offer men insplra-
tion and instruetion and in general to keep the things most
worth while before them. There was only a slight conceptlion
of the Church as a teaching agency. While it was to prepare
men for eternity, even this was only in an indirect way. Its

main purpose was to help men live a proper life, and 1if a
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man lives a proper life he will be prepared for eternity.
Hany belleved that a person could live just as satlisfactorily
outside of the Church as within it. To separate from a con-
grogation, or silmply to stop attending services because of
some dissatisfaction was not regarded as a seri.ous> matter,
lisny belioved that a person could live just as well outside
of the Church,

Every chaplain frequently encountered men who claimed
to be members of a certaln denomination even though they
might not have attended a service ;:sf that church in many
years, They scemed to belleveithat just as a person auto-
matically becomes an American citizen by being born of
American parents, even so0 one might in the same way become
a momber of the “ethodist Church. Another curious trailt
was the reluctance of persons to transfer theilr church mem-
vership when changing theilr residence. They might attend
church in thelr new home and contribute to its support,
but they would hold thelr membershlp or "keep their le ttor"

in their former church.

Distinction Eetween Churches

To most men the divisions of the Christian Church

are regrettable and unnecessary. They felt that most churches

should unite, not in order to remove the errors which separate
them, but in order to operate more efficiently and to remove
the rivalry between the various denominations. The belief

that dootrlnal differences separate them and that errors
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keep them apart, was:-not generally held., The doctrinal
differences of which men were vaguely aware were dlffereﬁces
off emphasgls more than differences ln substance. The average
man could see no great difficulty in the way of a union of
most Protestant hodies.

The situation with remard to the Catholie Church was
somowhat.diffarent. To the Catholic service man the thought
of union with any other chiurch was of course unthinkable,
Emonr men of Protestant background there was a general anti-
Catholic sentiment, even though 1t was generally mild. BIen
dlsliked it because of its strict stand on some questions,
because of its dictatorial stend‘in matters of the religious
life of'ﬁn: individual, and because of 1ts unigque modes of
worship. Seldom was the anti-Catholic sentiment due to the
fact that this church has 15 ccuntless 1n$tanoes forsaken . the

basic teachings of the Holy Scriptures.

The lission Of The Christian Church

The mission of the Christian Church, as the average
man thinks of 1%, has beon alluded to in the foregoing. le
Goes not see 1t as an inatitution established Ly God to preach
the Word and to administer tho Sacramenta iIn order that by
these meens of grace men might obtain eternal life., Iiost
men seom to think of the Christian thurch as beins helpful
rather than essential, helpful because it:speaks out against

evils, and because it always supports the gcod. Dut its main

work 1s to berseen in thls world rather than in the hext.
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Some Concluaions

The Christianlchurch does not stand as high in the
esteem of most men as all lovers of the Ghureh.deaire. den
do not give it that hoqor we would like to see it receive.
Various reasons can be given, The Catholic Church is disliked
because of its strict stand in some matters, because of its
rites and uerémonies that are strange to many, and because
many of i1ts adherents give no evidence of any uplifting
influence in their life. Frotestant churches are not always
hold inrespect, and likewise for a variety of reasons.
Ilollywood portrayals of Protestant congregations micht well
be considered as one reason. <The manner in which these
churches are portrayed in most modern writing is another,
The conduct of members who profess one thing and practice
another has played a part. £But perhaps the largest single
fault lies with the clergy: 7The ministry has attrascted too
many second-rate men, and 1ln many ways these have contributed
to a decline in the standing of the churches in the eyes of
the public. If the churches are not universally esteemed,
candor compels the admission that they do not always merit
esteem,

It i1s also noteworthy  that most'Protastant churches
do not have a strong hold on their members. Any church
worker in the field of home missions labors under an unwar-
ranted assumption 1if ﬁa believes that most people feel the

need of membership in a church. As long as conditions in
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the world remain abvout as they are, and as long as the churches
garﬁy on thelr work as at present, there will be less and less -
ground for this assumptlon; The Protestant denominations in
general are gradually losing their influence over their own

people, and they are slowly declining in the esteem of non-

memners,




CHLPTER III
RELIGIOUS READING
Periodicals Little Read

Extensive libraries were provided on installations
that were of a more or less permanent nature. Religlous
orsanizations quité generally availled themdelves of théﬁ
opportunity to provide denominational publications., But *
these wore not read by any large number of men. Even the
nost faithful church members showed little inclination to
reep themselves informed of developments in their own church
body. len of the liissouri Sgnoﬁ were no exceptions. ¥alther
Lsague liessengers were displayed prominently on the chepel
tract rack, but only rarely were coples carried away unless

the chaplain suggested to individuals that they take a copy.

Tracts And Pamphlets
There was a greater interest in tracts. Frocured

from various sources and displayed in the vestidbule of the

chapel, these were inspected by meny persons, and the supply
had to be replenished constantly. A mimeographed Sunday
Bulletin with the order of service and other brief items
vas always woelcome, and most copies were retalned and
carried from the chapel. In the experience of the writer
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the printed sermon and order of service provided by our

Army and Yavy Commission and made avallable for general
distridbution, did not find a great demand. First put on
display at a time when little religious literature was avall-
avle, many coples were taken. Thereafter, they generally

remailned on the tract table,

Dooks By Aasch, Fosdick
The better libraries had a small section of religious

books. Since most reading was for the purpoée of relief from
boredomﬁ; fiction was most in demand, However there wafé
always a few men who were interested in non-rictioh, and vho
would read a book of a religious nature if 1t ﬁsld out prom-
ise of having something to offer. The books by Aasch and
Fosdick were pqrhaps the most read. PFut they did not seem

to croate a surfloianf'impnot to call forth much diéousulon.

Ihe Robe

A very popular novel among all ciassea of mil!tary
personnel was The Robe by Douglas. For a long period there
was a walting list in one library, though several copiles
were in circulation. Its appeal was alike to éatholios,
Protestants and non-religious men. It was widely disoussed
and waé uniformly praised. Yet in very, very few instances
was there any reference to the issue it must present to,any
thoughtful reader, This novel depicts Christ as being no

more than a man, yot few readers seemed to regard that as
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a serious fault even when that was called to thelr attention.

Dearth Of Scholarly Conservative Eooks

Every library maintained by the A:‘:'med Forces demon=-
atratéd a very significant deficiency that likewise exists
in every civilian public libéa‘ry. There is a lack of
scholarly books by writers t;f conservative relijzious bhellefs,
The writer finds that in his hc-_s;iital work he 1s at a dis-
advantage over against (_latho].iq chaplains in 'thia respect.
Thev have some excellent materials to set forth their position,
ihere is a crying nced in Lutheran and Protestant circles for
boolkss that are scholarly and which do justice to Evangelical

Christianity.




CHAPTER IV
ATTITUDES AL CONDUCT
Ranking Officers Of The Regular Army

The treatment of this subject might best Legin at
the top, among the highest ranking officers, HNormally the
positions of highest authority were occupled by men of the
Regular Army with the rank of Colonel or General. To
genarali#a about a group of men 1s alwpys hazardous, and 1t
must be stated that the wrlter_personally"oberved a few men

of hich ran!: in the Recgular Am;( and heard of others who

appcared to be men of high character and conduot. ~ But these

nen wore In the minorit&. It was more common to find men in

high positions who seemed to be utterly lacking in all moral

perception. In many instances generals were known to live

in 111131; relationships-with women, and sometimes parties

were held on Army posts with high ranking officers in

attendance, or even sponsored by those officers, which

could only be classed aq_orgies. Outsgide the limits of

the Continental United States where public sentiment was

not a force to be reckcned with, men in high positions

could cast aside all restraint, and there they often showed

thomselves to ﬁe utterly wlthoutnmorals. Mbney provided by

the people of the Uhitéﬁ States for the waging of war was
=36=
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squandered to satlsfy personal vwhims, Luxurious planes

and yachts were m#intained for the use of generals., In rare
instances where some member of this group was accused of
some irregularlty or offense, there saeﬁed to be a general
arreoment to have him escape punishment.altogethar, or to
receive 2 punishment much less severe that a minor officer
or an enlisted man would have rgcaived for o lassqp offense.
Some of these officers were graduates of the United States
lilitary Academy wlth its motto:"luty, Honor, Country".
There was }1ttle evidence that these noble qualities played
any vart in the lives of these men as they pursued thelr
carcer in the Army.

In the interests of falrness one fact should be
mentioned here. The above observations were made very largely
of officers of the Air Force. The possibllity exists that
other branches of the Service might have been administeréd
by men of higher character. The offlcers in the age group
now in control in the Air Force entered that arﬁ when fly=-
ing was more hasardous than it is toda7v and appealed prima-
rily to the reckless and irresponsible young officers of a
genoration ago. By good fortune these survived, and by
virtue of their long service  won positions of importance.
Thelr maiﬁ interest has remained the piloting of a plane,
and the fact that all of them have known scores of men who
have beon killed in the intervening years, has served only

to make many of them fatalists whose main concern is to

eat, drink, and be mOITy.

et e Tt el



Non-career'Offleerq

flolding positlions below the above described group
was a larger number of ofricgré vho had not made the Army
a career. uiost of these were men who in eivilian 1ifs had
not.joined in excesses such as those that were common on
every Army post. They could be desoribed as coming mainly -
from the upper middle class of our population. Iiiany of these
took very haturally to the prevalling customs when they
found that conformmity was expected. Others not im syméathy
with such conduct found s way to avoid the more flasrant
affalra. =ut instances of outspoken objectlon and@ protest
were vory rare. Lven those who were bitter in their criti-
cism kinew tnat tliere was no effective way of registering
any prctest that would not be smothored by ofrlcers in
hizher position._ -

lesvonsibility Toward Spiritusl Vielfare Of Iien
" In theory euch‘commnnding officer is responsible for
the welfare of the men of his command., %That responsibility 1is
a carry-over from feudallsm. 1% extends not only to their
physical welfare, but also to the spiritusl. This latter
obligationlis expressly sﬁated in Army Regulations.
Compiianee was fairly general. On posts and bases
of the Panama Canal Department, places of worship were
eventually provided, though the construction of a chapel was
generally the last step in any building program, whereas

clubs for officers and enlisted men were among the first,




The dedicatlon of a chapel was usually sn event of impor-
tance and was attended by ranking gererals., In most in=-

stances the address of the day was delivored by a general

who invariably spoke of the great valus of religion. Put in°

most 1nstan?es it was 2 natter of common knowledge that the
speaker would not enter snother chapel untll his position
once again requireﬂ that he appear at another dedication.
As noted sbove, it was the duty of each commanding
officer to make sure that_the men of his command were given
the opportunity to worship. ODut in practise responsibility
was usually dolegated to the chaplaln or chaplains of the
wit and the commanding officer rarely showed any further.
Sonoarm abont the mattern i AlRoNonTtne Fowari Levelalas
eommgnd chaplains often had occasion to feel that the

attitude and conduct of the officer in gquestion was a

hindrance rather than a help to the work of the chaplainocy.

The Officers Club

It 13 no exaggeration to state that on some Army
posts conduct reached its lowest levels in the_offtcars .
c¢lub, %his level waq-doparmined by the commanding officer,
and in most instances he imposed no restraihts. Virtuslly
evary officers club of which the wrlter has knowledge would
have beon designated as a publilec nuisénce and closed by the
police in any respectakle area in an %merlcan city.

Contrary to cormon belief, liquor was on sale in
officers clubs, and was consumed in large quantities. The

liquor shortage in the United States was probably due in
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large measure to tho fact that large‘shlpments were going
abroad for use in officers clubs. Drunkenness among officers
was common. Gambling by moans of slot mnchinas, card games,
and dlce, flourished, nor was this for small or moderate
stakes, In many instances hundreds and even thousands of
dollars weve at stake. In addiklon to this, most clubs
regularly conducted gambling nights when almost every kind
of game of chance was apohsornd by the club, the club receiv-
ing a percentage of every stake. . The proceeds from gambling
alone were sufficient to provide each club with large sums
ol money.

The worst feature of most clubs were the dances
sponsored as often as conditions pgrmitted.' Fomale gﬁssta
wore recruited from Army nurses and civilian employees of
the Army. Somotimes planes were made avallable to provide
quiclk tranaportation to otherwise inaccessible places.

These dances often became drunken revels. In instances

‘certain posts became notorious for the revels conducted

there to such an extent that generals in command of the
area would issue orders to exercise a measure of restraint.
But 1t seemed likely that the 1ntenplon was to minimize the
notoriety achieved rathor than to stop bad conduct.

It is not claimed that all cfficers drank to excess,

'gambled, or took part in orgies. There were officers who

complotely avoided the club when such affalrs were in prog-
ress. Others attended as observers until the general con-
duct became offensive. Eut it casrnot be seld that the evils
were committed by a small fraction of the officers of any

post.
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Among Enlisted lMen

- It would be difficult to state whether the level ofh
conduct was higher among enliQted men or among officers. The
enlisted mon, however, did not have as maﬁy opportunities for
shameful conduct as did officers. Certainly tho condltions
described were known to enlisted men, and they were bound
to have their influence on the conduct of the solqiers. They
had very accurate sources of 1ﬁformation about the cond;nt
of'offiﬁers, and .in some instances the sounds of revelry from
the officers club could he-hearc'_l in thelr barracks. What
they heard was a source of disgust to somo, and encouraged

‘othars to cast aside restraints on their own conduct.

Language

In no other group of soclety 1s the use of profanity
and obscenity as common as among military and naval personnel,
The position of the individual made no difference, men in
the highest level of command were just as profane as vere
comion soldiers, Trne case of one high ranking goneral who
became notorlous for his cursing, was not exceptional. The
wurlter recalls one instance in which a commanding offlcer,
after a long and blasphemous address to the officers of his
command, stated that he regretted having to use profanity,
but that he could not otherwise give emphasis to his statg-
ments. :

Profanlty of every kind became so much a part of the
language that no attempt was madé to avoid it by most persons,

or even to use it sparingly in the presence of ladles. There
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were many individuals, both officers and enlisted men, who
seemingly oould speak hardly a sentence that was free from
profanity: Later observation in a Veterans Hospital indi-
cates that many men have discontinued @pe practise, especially
in the pbesen&a of lndies.'

The prevalence of the sins of profanity ahd obscenity
was one of the most disagreeable things with'uhich a Chaplain
had to contend. He could testify against them in his sermons,
and such'tsgttmony was necessary, for even the better class
of men vho usually constituted the Chaplain's oongregaﬁion,
vwore by no means w ithout blame. Sut to rebuke all bad lan=-
guage was obviously impossible, liany a ohgplain upon his
return to civillan life folt a sense of relief upon being

able again to move in circles where no profanity was heard,

Drinking
The. general public probably has llttle conception

of the prevalenceé of drinking to excess as it was found in
the Army. Vhile an attempt was made to give the impression
that temperanoa'and moderation were encouraged, this was
not the case. As a sop to publiec opinion the War Deprt-
ment did once issue an order that no liquor was to be sold
in officers clubs, This order was evaded or ignored out-
alde of the United States. Every social gathering at an
of'ficers club ended with many of those present, of both
soxes, in an intoxicated condition, Promotion parties were

notorious in this respect. Lmcking even that excuse, however,
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many offlicers regarded it as a normal thing to reach some
desree of intoxlcation each Saturday night. Even in the
Alr IForce, in an oecuﬁatlon which demands the greatest
physical and mental alertness, it was not a rare thing to
find men deep in thelr cups oniy a fow hours before they
were scheduled to fly. While' there we¥e some -officers who
never.drank, and others who never drank to excess, the .
nunber of these was not as large as might b; desired., Hor
does the writer know of any influence tovqa;rd sobriety °
brought to bear from higher quthority. Drinking in an
amount that mus§ be considered excessive was regarded as
the normal thing,.

The enlisted men had ascess to beer gardens. No
hard liquors were served here. Conduct often became some-
what bolsterous here, but there was little actual drunken-
ness that could be traced:-to khe beer garden, For more. po-
tent liquors the soldier had to seek some source outsidé the
post. If legltimate means did not provide a ready source,
some method of bootlegging was found. Regulations provided
that no alcoholic liquors be kept or consumed in enllsted men's
barracks, but these wers lgnored, and no semblance of an
attempt to enforce this rogulation was mede., Soldiers were
rarely punished for drunkenness, and sometimes drunkenness
served as a mitigating circumstance in some other offense.
llany officers believed that an occasional spree was a good

- thing for a soldier and served to relieve mental tension.
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Many a soldier living in a barracks knew that he could expect

*11ttle sleep on Saturday night and on the night of pay day,

But drinklng to excess was certalnly no more common among

"enlisted mien than among officers. If a careful comparison

could be made, it might well be found that the soldier had
a better record than the ofricer.

liorals

Immorality has always existed in armies. EHow moral
or lmmoral the men of our armed forces were in Vorld Var II:
cannot bo determined. %The statiﬁtics'whioh repor£ on the
1né1donce of venereal disease offer no guide.

In this matter the leadership in our Army was seriously
at fault. It seemed to assume that the soldier would, at
least on occasion, be given to lmmorality. L:i ttle or no
attempt .was made from highest authority to encourage chastity.
VWhile Army Regulations directed that the Chaplain periodically

-deliver a morality lecture, this was not always done, and in

some'insﬁancos the message of the chaplain was contradicted
by the address of the line officer. "The program of the Army
was focused on the prevention of venereal disease, and not
on the promotion of true morality. s;me officers openly
expressed the opinion that it was a good thing for a man to
have soxual relations occasionally, whether illicit or not;
True, there wore ilnstances in which officers took a proper
stend., In numerous instances the writer also heard doctors
of the lLiedical Corps who stressed true morality.

But the men in highest position were of ten sadly
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lacking In this respect. This was often true of their example
as well as their precept. in_oertuin instances generals and
othor officers of high rank associated with women of doubtful
morals or openly kopt a mistress. Her presence in ‘the area
would be justified by hertstatus as a seere:;ary.' It 1s signif-
icant that the most glaring of these instances were among
officers of high rank, MNost junior officers lived sbove

reproach in this respect.

Gambling
In open disregard of regulations gambling was a very

general vicao. “mc_mg enlisted men it was most prevalent on
pay=day and for a short time thereafter. Games of various
kinds began almost as soon as the flrst men were paid, In
many instances the sums of money at stake were not large. CEut
there were other instances, by no means rare, in which hundreds
of dollars were at stake. In meny organizations there could
be found one or more men who t_o' all intents were professional
gamblers and who sent home or otherwise deposited sums of
money runnirs lntl;) thousands of dollars.

_ But it was in officers clubs that gambling was carried
on to a far greater extent. All clubs counted on a certain
amount of revenue from alot:gnnohines. Games of poker were in
session at almost any time a group of officers assembled in
the evening. Kkany clubs also made 1t a practise to conduct
one or two speclal gambling nights each month. Known as
"Mont'.e. Carlo Hight", these would see' gamos of almost every
known method of gambling, with t.‘;e "hmouse” backing the games
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and receiving a part of all winnings. In these games large
sums of money were wagered. The amount of money in play .on
a dice table often amounted to more than a thousand dollars,
and it was no uncommon thing for an officer to win or lose
hundreds of dollars in a night. *t was inevitable that
ocragsional scandals would result firom high stake gembling,
This nmicht result in a temporary moderation of aonditiona;

'ut never in a lasting reform.

The Effect Of Mass Living
The Army offered an outstanding opportunity to

observe the results of mass 1living. These cennot be described
as otherwise than degrading. Cut off from most of the salu-
tary influences of our civilization, deprived of a noﬁmal
family 1ife, lacking the influence for good that women so
often exert, with much leisure time, often engaged in tasks
which they-did not like, having monotony to contend with at
all times, men can easily let themselves deteriorate and
acquire habits and engage in activities they would otherwise
avoid. When men in larme numbers are forced to live closely
tonother and shut off from most other associations, it usually

brings out the worst that is in them.
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CHAPTER V

CHURCH ATTEHDARCE

Exagmerated Claims
In the early days of the war when the Army was trying

in every way to gain the good will and the support of the
American people, the work of the chaplains seemed to make
éood "eopy". Reporters and feature writers cast aside all
restraint, and the impression left with the generasl public
was that service perspnnel was flocking to religious services
in amazlng numbers, and that here at last the various ralig-
Zous denominations had found the 'way to lay aside their
differences and to work together as one group. DBoth impres-
sions were false.

As to the first claim. Probably it could be shown
that the service men in this war attended services to a larger
extent than did the men in World War I. If this was the case,
the explanation probably lies in the fact that opportunities
were offered to_mén in the late war which had never before
been offered to men in any army. One chaplain who saw service
in World War I as an enlisted man once astated that in his
entire service, which included a period spent overseas, he
had not so much as seen a chaplain, let alone known one
personally. While this was certainly an exceptional case,

=d7=
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it is a recognized fact that never before in our history was
the religlous work in the Army carried on as extensively as
during the late conflict.

But this does not mean that most men worshipped regu-
larly. Again it should be stated that conditions in combat
may have changed the plcture; this purpoits to describe the
conduct of men who were not in combat. #Anyone who had pro-
longed duty as a chaplain will have his doubts about pictures
that show congrqgationa running into the thousands. Such
& plcture may show & "command performence" where men were
ordered to church, or where pressure of some kind was applied.
When attendance was purely voluntary men did not ordinarily
attend in such great numbers. :

: The writer kept a careful record of the church atten-
danse at various bases on which he was stationed during a tour
of three years in the Canal Zcne and in the Republic of Panama.
If a graph were made to show attendance at the various sta-
tions, 1t would show approximately the same conditions pre-
vailing at each station. *n the beginning of his work
attondance w&uld be very small. Several reasons might be
given. In at loast two instances he was assigned to stations
where the Lormer chaplains had been condidered failures.
Anothor reason is the fact thnf a chaplaln was always on
trial vhen -beginning a new apsignmant. Eaving had experiences
in which the chaplaln had turned his services into revival

meetings and called upon individuals in an attempt to "save"
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them, soldiers were inclined to be wary until a chaplain had
established himself, The faithful few would attond, and then
if reports were favorable, attendance would show a gradual
increase. A third factor in an increase was that the chaplain
through personal contacts could gain something of a personal
following.

The increase in attendance would continue until the
normal attendance had reached a total of 10% or 12% of the
tutal personnal of the station. There 1t would level off and
romain more or less stationary. Only some unusual event
would bring about any merked deviation. The percentage
Zndleanted above was conzldered a very excellent record in
that arca and wdas well above: the average. This fact is
stated not as a boast, but in order to give a clearer pic-
ture of conditions in general. Ey way of further comparison
it might be stated that attendance at Catholic services held
on the same station would be approximately 15% of the total
personnel. Accordingly, the total church attendance on a
hormal Sunday would sggregate about 25% of the men stationed
there.

As to the other claim of religious cooperation between
the various faiths, this.too was greatly exaggerated. In the
main 1t consisted of cooperating in externals, and in no more
than that. It involved such ltems as arranging schedules for
the use of chapels, and of arranging for Gatholie services

for men in units having only a Protestant chaplaln, and vice

Sy v .
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versa, The Catholic men on any station were virtually a
Catholic parish, and as separate from the other groups as
if they had been 1n a eivillan parish, ¥hile a Protestant
chaplain was hold to minister to all men of Frotestant churches,
he did this by conducting such a service as he would have done
in a eivilian church, and all who wished were free to attend,
Lutheran chaplains and Eplacopallans usually conducted a
denominational service in addition, or held at least a periodic
cumnunion service for men of their faith., Ocoasionally other
Pi-otastant chaplaina conducted.a jolnt service, but ususlly
conditions were such that this was posaible only rarely.

Though meny regarded a chaplein as being a clergyman
able to minister to men of ¥rotestant, Catholic and Jewish
feith, snyone who had opportunity to _observe must concede
that the chaplain who attempted to do that pz;oved to be
a fallure, A~Aside from all conslderations of a confessional
nature, as a simple matter of 'expediancy, it was advlisable
for a chaplain to be a clergyman of his own Church and not
to protend to ve anything else than that. The attempt to
be all things to all men in the unscriptural sense was bound |
to ond with his being little to anyone.

Various factors played a part in determining church

attendance. Some of these are enumerated in the following.

Prolonged Absence of Opportunity
'Ihoﬁgh an honest attempt was made to give all personmel

an opportunity to worship regularly, there were o.ircumstancea

R ety it
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that made this impossible at times., PFarticularly in the early
days of the war when the work of the chaplaincy was not as
well orgnniied a8 it later became, there were instances where
large ﬁumbers of men were wilthout the- services of a chaplain
for a prolonged period. In a particular instance in Panama
an alr base wlth almost 1500 men had no chaplain for almost
a year. There were repeated requests from enlisted men that
a chaplain be assigned there. Vhen finally that request could
be granted and regular services were hel@, the attendance

was very small. Though opportunities for recreation were
vory limited, and though monotony was a serious problem, the
mon did not attend church even though 1t ﬁ‘ferad them one of
thelr fow opportunities to eseape{ boredom. It required
several months of persistent effort on the part of the chaplain
to bring the normal attendance to a level approximating 5% of
the personnel. ‘f't was demonstrated again and again that a
falr level of .ehurch attendance could be maintained only when
reguler Sunday morning services were held. It also iippeared
that a chaplain could be effective only when he was regularly
assigned to minister a group and when he could mingle with
the personnel and become well acquainted. Services by
itinerant chaplains had to suffice at many places, but they

were never largely attended.

Small Posts And Irregular Services

The complexitios of modern warfare, and methods of

defonse often cause small groups of men to be assigned to
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dutles in locatlons that are remote and difficult to reach.

In the alr forces these groups are usually engaged in main-

e B e e e

taining alr warning stations or in some form of communications. -
Kormally these men were given opportunities to worship at
infrequent intervals and even these could not be regularly
scheduled in advance, Un@er these conditions only the most
faithful Christians rogularly avsiled themselves of the rare
opportunities to worship which were offered to them,

It was demonstrated again and again that the longer
men were without the opportunity to worship, the less did
they feel tho need and the urge to worship. Spiritual life
can be maintained only through the regular use of the “ord
of God, and the weaker that life becomes, the less does the

hunger for worship assert itself,

The Example Of Officers

fmong the factors playing a part in inducing men to
attend religious services was the example of their officers.
Tormally if a good proportion of officers wero regular
attendants, this had a wholesome influence of bringing the
enlisted personnel. But it was not true in all cases for the
popularity of the officer seemed also to have a bearing. But
to 1llustrate the influence .of officers, one example might
be olted. For a number of Sundays the attendance at one
station was approximately fifteen. Lore than one half of
these were officari, including the colonel in command. By

the end of the second month the attendance had inocreased
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to about sixty persons at each service. In those instances,
unfortunately rare, where ranking officers showed a sincere
interest 1ln roliglous matters, 1t always gave impetus to the

worl: of the chaplainecy.

Differing Attitudes In Different Orpanizations

Vhen all external factors have been taken into consider-

ation, the fact remains that certain units had a much better
rocord of church attendance than did others. Ior the difference
no explanation can be glven. The writer had occasion to
observe this closely. Pe was stationed for almost two years
at a heavy bomber base. Squadrons were rotated from base to
base, and some of them twice st;tioned here during his stay.
Some squadrons attendéd church bettér than did others, both
as-to officers and enlisted men. In all squadrons the duties
were ldentical, they lived under the same conditions. Ko
reason could be assigned for the fact that some squadrons
were better church-goers than were others. :

It may be pertinent to make another observation in
this connection. In the regular discharge of thelr dutles
and in the performance of their tasks as well as in the
state of thelr morale, some squadrons were better than were
others. It 1s significant to note that the best squadron
in these matters was also the best squagron fn its record

of church-going.

T I oI
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Proportion Of Officers And Hon-Commissioned Officers
Repeated surveys or spot checks were made by chaplains

to find from what level of Army life most church-goers came.
These surveys were informal and.unoff'icial and were not
broken down to exact figures. But they were usually accurate
enough to give a fairly clear plcture. .{n most instances
the proportion of the officers of any station who attended
church was slightly higher than that of the.enlisted personnel.
Aniong officers of flylng status 1% was higher, sometimes far
higher, than 1t was among non-flying officers. Bom‘bér pllots
wore botter church-goers than fighter pilots, usually by a
considerable mergin. Among enlisted men the men with ratings
attonded far better than did privates. OUn the basis of con-
siderable observation it may be safely maintained that the
more intelligont and better educated men were normally the

better church-goers.

Influence Of Accidents And Deaths

Some mention must be made of this. While in combat
men w ere sald to grow hardened to the dangers of death, in
non-combat aviation in the circumstances under which these
observations were made, thnt was not the case. Casualtles
were not infrequent, -and they always had a sobering effect.
When planes were lost at sea and only a memorial service
could be held for the victims, practically all available

personnel attended the service. For some weeks thereafter
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the attendance at regular services showed an 1ncrease. But
after a few weeks when memory of the tragedy had been dulled,

tho effect on church-attendance could no longer be noticed.

Influence Of Chaplain's S;tanding

This was 'gerlinpa the greatest single factor in deter-
mining church--attendance. The status of the chaplain might
vary considerably from base to base. He might be considered
a very importent member of the staff of the commanding officer,
or:' he might be reparded as a norientity. Vhich of the two 1t
would be depended largely on the chaplain himself. Even
tho;:e;h. the commanding officer might not be a religious man,
he would {tenbrally: regard himself as fortunate to have a
chaplalin who v.;aa respected and liked. ' If the ohapla-in could
win and hold the respect of the officers and the enlisted
men aliko, 1f 1t was known that he held the respect of the
commanding officer and could exercise influence there, then
he could be certain of a good attendance at the services he
conductod. It sould be repeated that the indlvidual chaplain
had to win that place for himself, and 1t was not given him
until he had demonstrated his fitness for it. Eut if, as
sometimes happened, the chaplain demonstrated .h!.-a unfitness
for his task, 1f he possessed the qualities that sometimes
bring disrespect on ministers in civilian life, if he catered
“only to officers, or only to enlisted men, then, in all
likelihood the attendance at his services would be limited
to the minority who shared hils particular views, or who were
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bold enough to defy the opinion of the majority.

Attitude -Toward Lutheran Preaching ;

In general thls was favorable,.perhaps- very favorable.
The nature of hils training and his conception of his office
ma_&e it natural that a L}n;heran chaplain would avoid many of
the mistakes that robbed othei-s,of their effectivehess. The
preaching of some cheplains was largely a diatribe. on the
evils of drunkenness, gembling, cursing snd other sins that
flourished in the Army. While he did not condone these sins,
the Imtheran chaplain by his praaehiﬁg of Law and Gospel had
tho only effoctive moans of combatiting them.  Some chaplains
by thelr evangelistic and emotlonal fervor held little or
no appesl to any save a very limited group. The Luthe ran
chaplain who regarded it as his duty to bring the g'reat truths
of Holy Virit to his hearers naturally avolded that error.
Perhaps the most unfruitful ministry in the Army was that
of the chaplain who held the modernlstic view that he must
preach on the causes of the war and blueprint the new world
men would build after the wer. The Lutheran chaplain who
believed that he must preach Christ Crucified avoilded that
mistake, and won for himself a larger eongregatit_;i: by doing.
"s0. It would undoubtedly be the consensus of opinionx among
Lutheran chaploins that thelr preaching proved popular to
men and officers alike, popular in the true senge of the word.

In the interests of accuracy it should be gtated that
‘the office of the Chiaf of Chaplains of the Army made a survey



=57
of the attendance at services of all chaplains held over a
porlod of one year, snd reporited that the attendance at
gorvices of lissourl Synod choplaing was sbout 11 percent
below the everage attendance of all cﬁaplains. Just how this
fact may be explained_is puzzling. While reports of attendance
made b some chaplains were obviously "padded", this may not
wholly explain the @ifficilty. It may be that Lutherix
chaplains conduc ted more Qervlcea, since they usually conducted
a denominatioi:al service. in addition to other services, Vhat-
over the explanation may be, in the observance of the writer,
Tmthoran chaplains enjoyed a larger attendance at their ser-
vices than di¢ other Protestent chaplains, '
dJust how much this fact may contribute to a better
understonding of the Lutheran Church by the general publlc
remeins to be seen. It must be borne in mind that the average
church-goer in the Army did not attach any great importance
to the donominetional afflliation of the chaplain., e was
olthor a good chaplain or he was not, his sermona were con-
sidered good or.not good. In elither case the average hearer
would not be likely to think of the preaching as rapreaenta-
tive of an entire church body.



CHAPTER VI
EVALUATIOR OI CHAPLAINS

Qualities kaking For Popularity

‘hese may be stated very briefly. The first requirement
made of a chaplain by both officers and enlisted men was that
he be able to conduct himself as a man smong men. Ke had to °
be able to mingle with both groups without showing a preference
for either. <t was also a decided asset to a chaplain to be
able to hold his own in the strenuous athletic contests that
playod a part in keeping personnel in ‘zood physical conditlon.
In one particular instance a chaplain nearing the age of
s8ixty onjoyed the high osteem of enlisted men because he
could partbticipate in long training marches and show no sigh
of fatigue. Having established a reputation as a man, the
chaplain then had to prove himself truly a minister. Often
men were not at all concerned about ﬁzelr own conduct, l?ut
they did expect that a chaplain live up the high demands
made upon a minister of the Gospel. Iian always expected more
of a chaplain than they expected to find in other men. But
once a chaplain had demonstrated that he was a real man and
a man of definite religious convictlons and practises, once
he had demonstrated that he could meet all men as equals
and that he was genulnely concerned about the welfare of
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others, then he was accepted and respected. His position
was improved immensely i1f he alaso demonstrated thet he
possesscd a sense of humor. Once he had won the respect of
the cormand hls position was perhaps the happiest of any

man in the Army, -

Gualities laking For Unpopularity

Pupring the war and since the war 'much has been written
about chaplains. liuch of what has been written, especially
of Protostant chaplains, is rather critical. Fairness and
accuracy demand the admission that there were many chaplains
who were no credit to the chaplaincy. The following were the
more common reasons. i

As in the ministry, so also in tie chaplainecy, there
were some who wore not qunlifieq for a position of leader-
ship., Thev wore weaklings. *t will always remain a mystery
how mon of this type received the approval of any endorélng
arency, but the unpleasant fact remains tﬁat some of them
found their way into the chaplaincy. Sometimes these men,
conscious perheps .of their 1ﬂadequacy, sought to gain favor
by beings veory cordial, but succeeded only in making them=-
selves ridiculous, They were respected by no one,. In a .
large command one or more chaplains of this kind could
usually be found. They caused the term "Sad Sack Chaplain"
to be coined. They were worse than usaless.

Another mistake made by some chaplains was to think
of themselves as officers rather than chaplains. They were

sticklers for form and considered it thelr duty to reprove
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men for infractions that were purely military. Vhile-it was
expected of a chaplain that he psrsonally observe the require-
ments of mllitary usage, 1t was resented if he tried to assume
any of the functions of other officers. An empty chepel on
Sunday would soon face such a2 chaplain. Enlisted personnel
wanted the chaplain to be a minister, not a disciplinarian,

Some schaplains fbrreited.the respect of both(éfficers
and enlisted men by attempting to be good fellows. <Liow many
swch there were cannot bhe stated, hut sny person wlth many
contects sooner or later met men of that kind or heard reports
cf them. Such cheplains usuvally said thet it was their alim
to be £ man amont men., They became csreless of their language,
somatimes drsnk excessively, and often joined in gambling.
Their conduct gave no evidence whatever of any ﬂpi!‘ltl:lal
convictions. ¥hile they were aéceptad by those with whom they
assoc;-.iated most, it 1s douﬁtful whether even these men had
any hirh respect for them. Une of the peculiarities of
militery men was the fact that they themselves very fre-
quently acknowledged no restraint upon their own conduct,
But they did expect that a chaplain live on a higher level
and that he meet the requirements msde by the relizion of
which he was to te an exponent. They would not eiquse in
a chaplsin the things of which they themselves were gullty.
Any chaplain whose conduct was 'blnmeuorthy was not respected

and the attendance at such services as he conducted was very,

very small,




—-5l=

Ermphasis On Spiritual Quallties-Doctrine

In the foregoing the attempt was made to show that
Armiy personnel expected thelr chaplain to be a spiritusl man,
They expected him to be a man of CGod, lwhatever they might be
themselves, . “nd they expected his pre'aehing to be of
religious nzture, not a lecture on social problems, and
not related to orientation lectuz"es which all personnel was
required to atton@l.

» Wihlle a é‘.old‘.l.er oxpacted to hear a real sermon when
he went to church, it did not matter much to him what its
doctrinal content might be. The service men in thls war was
the product of the last two decades, in which religicus in-
differonce had reached an all-time high in our country. Ee
had heard sgain ard again that the Protestant churches were
very muach alike and that any difference in doctrine was of
a nminor naturo., Accordingly he did not care much whether
the chaplrin was a Presvyterian or an Eplacop;alian, -2 Baptist
or a Lutheran; he was acceptable as long as he delivered a
good sermon snd did not resart to emotionalism. The lone
exception to this general attitude was that of some Lutheran
men. They were more e.xe.oting in their requirementa. They
could recognize Lutheran preacﬁing when they heard it, arﬂ_
often were not satisfied with any other kind.

This fact might also be borne in mind by those
Lutheran pastors who have expressed the fear that returning

service mon would show less Dutheran loyalty as a result
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of having heard chaplains of many denominations. Perhaps

the years that have elapsed since the return of most service
men have disslipated those fears. To the writer this attitude
has always seomed to roveal a lack of confidencde in Lutheran
doctrine and in Lutheran education., Certainly no Lutheran
pastor ever had reason t-o fear that a cle‘rgyman of any o:t.har
denomim tion had a better message to proclaim, If the
Lutheran minister made the sincere effort to proclaim his
mossage as that should be done, he had every re<ason to bolieve
that returning service men would welcome the opportunity to
again-worship in thoir own church and to hear the Gospel as
they would not hear it elsewhere.

Soldiers Preparing For The Ministry
Te Federal Council of Churches of Christ once made

a survey tp determine how many service men contemplated pre-
paring for the ministry at the end of the war. Chaplains
were asked to gsubmit tho names of .those who had expressed
that intention. A subsequent ammouncement revealed that
ae\'reral thousand names had been submitted. If the experience
.of the writer 1s typical, the men who expressed that intention
show promise of becoming very good ministers, better than the
average now found in American Yrotestant churches. Thelr
Army experience will mako them better ministers than they
would have - been without it. 4And in every instance that was
personally observed, these men were truly Christien and in




some lnstances were openly critical of the llodernism that
has crept into many donominations. Unleas liberal teachers
in divinlty school destroy their faith these men may bring

about a greater orthodoxy in present-day Protestantism.




CONCLUSION

The only claim.the writer would make for the content
of these pages is that he has not tried to make out a case
in support of some pet belief or theory, but that he has
tried to present matters as he saw them. The picture thus
presented is not a pretty one. Contrary to common belief
the avorage American does not have a falr understanding of
tho central truths of the Christian faith. The Lutheran
ninistor of today in his deallngs with those who are not
membors of his church, and particularly in his attempts
to do mission work, would be wise to proceed on the assump=-
tion that he is dealing with a person who doos npt know
wvhat the Christian religlon is and what if offers. Ie will
not ofter; be wrong in making that assumption.
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