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INTRODUCTION 

' 
Statement .2! UU?'J>OS9 ,g,t stut\J;. It 18 the a1m ot th1a 

study to present the Chr1at1an doctrine ot temptation as 1t 

1s touncl 1n the words ,r~ ,pJ~~ and n b 1p oo ~t;;, 1n the New 

Testament. The terms appear frequently upon its pages. It 

1s my purpose to study these appearances as they are tound 

1n the original text a.nd upon auoh a study formulate the 

basic New· Testament conception of temptation. 

Importance ot 1ru!, stua.y.. An understanding ot the New 

Testament and its concepts must take .one back to the origi­

nal. The New Testament must be the starting point ot 8nJ' 

study of t hi s nature although the Old Testament may never be 

overlooked-. 1.l1hr ough the centuries the various doctrines ot 

the Church h~ve been colored by endless controversies. It 

1s so also with ·the doctrine of temptation. One must there­

tore go back in spirit and thought to the first century and 

gain from the pages of the Greek New 1estament its clear and 

original meaning. 

Statement !2f. '?rganizat1on. This thesis is divided into 

three chapters. It is important in a study ot this kind 

that the history and usage of the two terms be taken into 

consideration. The writers o~ the New Testament drew manJ 

ot their references to temptation round in the olass1oal and 

Old Testament literature. The tootnotes 1n this stud3, 

tapecially 1n the first chapter, are an integral yart ot 



--

this work. All ,appearances ot the temptation-words 1n the 

New Testament are class1t1ed and placed in the footnotes. 

In tlie second chapter the temptations ot the devil, the 

wilderness temptations and the other moral perils of Jesus 

are d1souased. The third chapter devotee itself ·to the 

temptations of the Christian. A systematical or dogmatioal 

presentation 1e not intended in this chapter. Upon the basis 

of the first t wo chapter$, the last one 1s tormUlo.ted. 

~1ethod of J:?t998dure. An attempt ha.a been made to pre-
, 

sent an obJeoti ve and clear oonoeption ot n c,po ~v:> and. 
I 

m,,ob ~ ©€, 1n the New Testament. .Both the sources 1n the 

Old and the Nsw Testament have been carefully thought through. 

The writer h a.a a.lao read as many books as was possible 1n 

rela ted fields to gain a larger 1n~1ght and view ot the 

world eu, d 1ta times of which these writers we~e a part 1n 

order to better understand their v1ewpo1nt. Secondary 

sources t·:er e used only as they contributed to the meaning of 
C I An 

1"61~ .5>~ and r7?CHfJ>¢ o u.oJ, as used in the primary sources. 

effort was made to consult all that was written tn this 

specific field itself, and in most cases it was ~ucoesstul. 

The WP1t1ng of t he thesis which necessitated many footnotes, 

was a research and digest of what othel' men have thought and 

written. 

V 



OF.APTER I 

•!I ' . 
ITS PHILOLOGICAL IMPLIOA'l'IONS 

T • ' he Greek irorda, 1io ,p'>~~ and n 6•.fr6b e.a.<Dl;> • which are 

translr.i.ted 11 tempt'' and '1tempt,;lt1onH have a range of meaning 

in the New Testament which covers every torm of testing or 

putting to the proof whether this~ the tempting or God by 

man or of man by God. l Thia has not alw,cys 'been ti-ue 1n the 

history of these two terms. ihe woPds have a sinister oon­

nota.tion 1n present-day usage wh1Qh was nQt always at'liaohed 

to them i n ear l i er days. Or1g1nally the words were ot 

neutral content. But, along with many other words which 

uere penned by t he New Testament wr1tera,2 they were tilled 

with a r i cher content vhen set in the. context of Christian 
' , N thought. Ae -nao po~~ and ,vr; ,p~b 1.uo ~ became wedded to ew 

Testament t heology, they passed from the predominantly 

amoral usage t o the moral plane of God a.nd man. 

In the Olass1ce T161fJ~ tc:::b f1nds but 11 ttle share 1n 

that great weal th of literature. 7rc:. ,,ct~ 1s the Attic torm 

which was most commonly used and from which in later Greek 

1cr. infra, p. 5 • 

. 201'. Adolf De1ssmann, · L1g£t, E.rom ~ tftc1ent !Yl. (New 
Jork: Harper and Brothers, 19 9), yp.~-1 s. 
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2 

and already !n Homer, ;r~,pJ.s w der1ves.3 
, 

TrG.1pw~ is 

usually found in the middle or passive with the aotive 

meaning , clenoting simply the 11 try1ng, 11 "t«,eting, 11 or ntrou­

bling oneself.n The only New Testament occurrence of this 

meaning is found 111 Acta 26: 21 where Paul is plea.ding his 

cause befor e Agripp~. Having traced the ocoas1on of hie 

converaiori and ce.11, he ends his account with the wol:'ds, 

0 for 'Ghese oa u.set3 t he Jews oa.ught me 1n the temple, and wont 
~ Ao 

about (~nc.ee~v-wo) to kill me." However, this usage oan be 

fully illus tr~\ted from the Koine. 4 According to Cremer 

Hebrews l} :15 i s rela ted. to this usage. The wr11iel' of the · 

bool: of He brews reminds his readers that they had a high 

priest which could be touched with the feeling ot' their 1n­

f1rm1t1es, because "he was in all points tempted ( n s n"e.1p~b· 

• ..._~"o"' ) like a s we are, yet without sin. tt Cremer would 

hold n au'i'o , ~ o ~C:~o" to . be the correct verb • .5 There are no 

textual oonsidere.t1ons, however, to warrant such a. usage. 
I 

Here n'8.1~0~..,,J> muet be used i:>eoauae nowhere in p rofa.rie 

Greek is n@ , pJ w employed 1n so special a sense. But the 
'· 

term also carr1e·a the connota.t1on of leading the pers<:>n or 

3H. A. Kennedy, Sources of New .Teita.ment Greek (Edin-
burgh: T. an d T. Clark, 1895), pp. 10 -7. \ 

I 

4Ja.mes Hone Noulton and George M1ll1gan, ~ Voaa.~a.rY i't the Greek Tgatament (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdma.ns, ·· 
949), p. 501. 

5nermann Cremer, Biblioe-Th99~ogigaJ, ~gx1oon ot .!!mt 
reatam~nt Grmelt ( Edinburgh:· T. and T. Clark, 1878}, P• 493. 



One of the most frequent temptations tor good coming 

ti-om the heavenlf Father is pain an~ euttering. Abraham's 

faith was tested when God commanded him to otter up Xsaae.32 

Job• a love for God was sore.ly tried when God permitted the 

devil to rna.k.a his f1eroe onal~ughts.33 PaUl wr1tea that he 

had served the Lord. 11w1th humility of mind, and w1th manJ 

tears, and tempt o.t i ona, wh1ch befell me by the lying 1n wait 

of the Jews. n34 1l'he faithful believers or Israel •were 
. . 

stoned, t hey wer e saim asunder, were tempted, were slain 

111 th the sword; they "'~ndered abo1;1t 1n sheep-sk~ne and goat­

slc1ns: bs 1ne;. destitute~ affl1ated, tormented • • • and these 

all, havi ng obt ained a good report through faith, received 

not the promise: God having provided some better thing for 

us, that they wi thout us shoill.d not be made pertect.n3S 

Peter writes to the nersecuted Ohr1st1ana that it is tha.nk-. . 

worthy II if a man for conaf1enoe. toward God endure gr1et, 

sufter1ng wrongfully •• ,'.36 Again, 11If ye suffer tor right­

eousness' sake, he.ppy a.re ye: and be not atl'aid ot their 

tel"l'Or, neither 'be troubled."37 Becauae the Chr1st1ans ot 

32Genea1s 22:1-18. 

33Job 1· and 2. 

:34 Acts 20 : 19 •. 

3.51-Iebrews ll!J7;39,40. 
36I Peter 2:19. 
371 Peter J:14. 



Ph1la<lelph.1a had kept the word or His pat1enoe,. the Lord / 

teiis them that He 11w1ll keep them trom t~e hour ot temp·ta­

tion, which ah.all come uport all the world, to 'fiPJ 1'hem that 

dwell upon the earth.nJ8 Desq~1b1ng the Just1t1ed Ohr1st-

1an, St. ~a.ul says: 11We gloi,7 1n t1"1bulat1Qn al.so, knowing 

that tribula ti?n wa~keth patience, and pat1ence 1 experience, 

and experience, hope. n39 

God tf3~ts the O~ir1at1an to make h1m aware of his weak­

nesses. Man, how~ver, mq not tempt God. Ananias,. v1th 

Sapphiz,a his wife; sold thetr poasess1ons and kept baok p~t 

of t he price. Ood found them out. Peter said to Sapphira. 

"How is i t that ye h~ve agi,eed together to tempt the Sp1_r1t 

or the Lord ? Behold, t~e fee-t of them wh1oh have buried thJ 

husbimd are at the door, and s~ cal'rJ thee out. 1140 Great 

dissensi@n a~ose in the early Church concerning the question 

whether Gentiles should be -e1roWllQ1sed. Oerta1n men oame 

down from Judea. a.rtd taught that 1n o~der to be as.ved Chl'ist-

1ana had also to be circumcised. It was Pe-ter at Jerusalem 

wi+o gave the clear-out replf t "Nov therefore 11h1' tempt ye 

God to put a yoke upon the neok of the d1ac1plea, which 

neither our fathers nor we were ablt to bear?•4l The 

3~Revelat1o~ 3:10 • 

.39Romans 5:3#4. 
40Aata 5:9. 
41Aots 15:10. 



35 
Antioch Jews irere theretox,e tempting God by to1st1ng on the 

believing Gentiles a rite which God no longer demanded. 

~aul told the Corinthian con~egation that unless they 11ved 

lives 1n oonforrn1ty -:11th the (llospel wh_ich th$7 had received, 

they would not enter' tho Kin~q.orn. In the oourse of the 

ohapta·r Paul writes, 11Ne1ther let us tempt Christ ( b7 dis­

obedience) as some of them also ,empted and were destroyed 
l• 2 by serpenta. 11 " 

There is absolutely no~h1ng in God that oan be tempted 

by man. Exhibitions of distrust; man1testat1ons ot dis­

obedience, wiolted and impious conduct are never temptations 

fo:r• Go<'~, and thei."e never 1s any need tor II1m to give proof 

of H1s claims and pe~teot1ons. 

God.' s purpoeo in temptattoit is alwa;,s good. The Christ­

ians to ,·rhom Peter l11'1 tes the first Eo1stle were in distress 

because of their manifold tem~ta~ioaa. Peter however, tells 

them to rejoice for such trials w1.ll prepare them for the 

"appearing of Jesus Christ. 1143 "Ble~sed 1~ the man that 

enc.ureth temptation: for when he is ti-1ed, he shall receive 

the nrm-m of life which the Lord ha.th promised. to them that 

love him. 1144 The Chr1st1a.n must recognize 1n eve"/!7 d.1tf'1-

.. ouJ. ty a.nd trial the hand of God leading and d1reot1ng him. 

421 Corinth1e.ns 10:9. 

431 Pete·r 1:6,7. 
44Jo.mes l:12._. 
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Every test and tempt9:t1on . or ~d 1s the result . ot His 1nt1n1 te 

wisdom e.n<'l 11ml tless love. The L.ord ohs.st1eeB those vhom 

He loves. Rejoice, tor ~Omptg.tion 1s ~ m~k of lov~. Tho 

apos tles lrere imprisoned, hailed bet~!'e the c~unc11, and 

were 1n danger of oe1ne put to death* ~d yet, •·they de­

p a.rtecJ. f1"om the presence or t~e 9ouno11, reJo1c1ng that the7 

~ere counted worthy to sutter ,shame tor Hie name.,45 iaul 

tells t he Ooloas1an Ohristtans . tha.t every believer haa hie 

shtLre of tri s.l s s.m1 temptation, a.rid tl1ey ought to rejoice 1.n 

them,. because, with these mee.ne . Go4 "wo-rks out their sal.va.­

t1.on anct th.a t of t h.ell" ·bretlu"en. t146 The true ws:1/ to regard 

theaa at'fl.1ot1ng experiences is to lQok upon them as a part 

of our achool1ng. They are a cr.oss wM.oh tte must carry. 

Pet er ' s f1ret E1)1et1e is the t~e eommen~aI7 on the meaning 

of pers eout1ons . Petet writes, "Beloved, think it no·t . 

stro.nge concerning the fiery tri~ wh3 .. oh 1S. to t~y· yo-g, as 

thougl1 s ome str ange thing h~ppened unto you; but reJo1oe, 

inasmuch as ye nre po.rto.ke:rs ot Christ's euttarings ; that 

·t-:'he11 h1e glory ahe.J.l be · revaP..led; 1e may be glad also w3.th 

exceedi~g joy.1147 

Clod t ests the hearts of Hia people,. but He also gives 

them powor and stren~th to ~es1$t and overcome temptations. 

4 .5 Acts· ,; : L:,l. 

46ao1oaaia.ns 1:24. 
47I Peter 4. ,. 
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Th1s x,ema.1ns the 0hl'1at1an•s greatest oo:lfort. While we 

11ve in t his evil wo~ld 1n which our tlesh and the devil 

constantly ~seai1 us, no Ohr1ot1an can escape temptations 

an.cl. allurements. But the Ohr1at1~.n has tlle divine . assur­

ance, "The Lora~ knoweth how to d.ellver the godly out of 

temptat:J.ons . ena. to reserve t~e. unJu.et . un~o the day of Judg­

ment to be punished. ,,4·8 The Chr1s1;1an has a sympathetic 

brother ,.n t he person of Jesus Christ tor as the wr1 ter ot 

the Epistle to the Hebretrs e.aaerts, 11We have not a. hl.e;h­

Pl'ieet which oa·nnot 'be touchad t-Ti th: th~ te.el1ng of our 1n­

f1rm1 ties; but 1-ra.s in ttll po1nts ·tempted like as we are, 

yet without sin. 1149 The Lord. knew what tem~~3t1ona wore, 

tor "he himself hath suffered; 'being temptel".l,, ha 1s able to 

succor them that ~.re tempted. 11.SO In the severest o.ttl1o­

t1ons a.nd tr1e.ls of oody a.net soul the Christian can be aura 

tha. t 11Go<1 1A f,ii th:ful, ·who 11111 not suffer you to. be tempted 

8,bove that ye a.rP. a.ble ;. bUt will with the temp ta t1on. ftlso 

make a way to ~ecape, t~.t ye may_ be able to bear it. 11.51 

To feel temptation 1s e. different thing trom consenting 

or yielding to it. I£ we do not give temptation t~ee .re1n, 

1f we resis t 1t s..nd ask God to help us to overcome 1t, then 

48ri Peter 2:9~ 
J1,9 Hebrewe 4:1.5. 

SOHebrews 2:18. 

S1z cor1nt~nns 10:13. 

·~ . 



we may apply also to ourselves tho greo.t prow.se 1n Revela­

tion, 0-od 11i;ill kea1) thee fro~ the hour of teu:pts.tion. 1·1h1oh 

shall come upon all the world,. to try them that dwell upon 
r2 

the ear ·ch. 11.J Hou noceaaa:ry ~t 1s then that the Christien 

be :fully armed 1n orde1" suoceast\tlly to overcome temptation. 

He must note in every temptation that God 1a ~awing his 

attention back to heave_nl:v trea.e~ee, making him aware of 

his ahortcomlnga and defic;eno1es, impelling him to keep his 

eyes fixed on t hings ~bove, £µid Ul'g1ng h!.m tc mrute more 

diligen~i; ui:;e 01' tho meens of . grE.ce. i'hus the Ohristie.n must 

be en hls guard a t all times, and also be vigilant in pro.ye~ 

l.>eseech lng God that He m15ht no~ aU:ffer hi.Iit to becom~ 't·:eary, 

fa.int, a.nu. to rela1}so lnto s1na,. shame, and Wlbeliet. 



CHAPTER IV 

SUMMARY AND· CONCLUSION 

This study has bl"ought to the surtaoe some ot the lead­

ing t houghts and pr1no1ples ot Holy Scripture dealing with 

temptation. The Greek temptatlon-wor.ds always Oar"J!1 with 

them t he idea of probation. Unlike thei~ olassioal usage, 

the t er ms al uaya. mean, except when eltiJ)l07ed 1n their prim-

1 tive aenHe, a. thorough tempting and testing by God or by 

man. The pur-poses of such tr1a.l~ and tempta.1i1ons may be tor 

the good or for the bad. The devil tempts w1th the hope ot 

lea.d.1ng to evil. The temptations prompted by man J.1S.Y be fer 

good or bad. God always tempts and tests for the purpe>se of 

promoting t he welfare of those tempted. 

According to the passages of the New Testament which 

have been studied, the temptations ot Ohr.is~ 1n the wilder­

ness and other moral perils which beset Him, aimed at straJ.n­

ing His obedience to His heavenly Father. This was the pur­

pose of all the temptations which the Lord endured. It was 

the devil's 1ntent1Qn to tear Obrist from His allegiance to 

H~a Fat her, and 1t is his intention even today to rob the 

Christian of h1s faith which 1s 1n Christ Jesus. 

We may summarily say that the temptation-words ot the 

Oreek New Testament do not represent the whole doctrine ot 

temptati on as 1 t is :found in the Scriptures. Unlike, tor 
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example, the te1'm top gI'nce 1~ ~ho Greek New Testament, 

lth1oh· embodies in 1 t ·selt the e:nt1re Nev Testament doctrine 

ot· ~~oe, the two word.a represent1ng temptation which mopi 

frequently appear d.n the N.ew 1•aatame.nt do not ent1Pely cover 

the subject~ This ia und~;rst8llldable. There are eo many 

aspects to the doctrine ot temptation tha~ a tew t~l"mS can­

not exhaust its meaning. Theiie terms are, however, J~1'1-

o.1ently a1gn1f1oant to enable . one t(? app:r,eo1ate the tunda­

mental features of temptation .• 

The above analysis ot the temptation~ of Ohr1s~ and the 

Ohr1at3.an is thus .only a. modest e.tto-rt to get at the heai-t 

of one o~ the most mean.1ngtul teachings ot Holy Scripture. 

To do complete justice to ~twas not within the a1m and pur­

pose of this thesis. Yet the writer tet,ls oompensat~d even 

by this brief study. ot te·mptat1oi1. 
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