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INTRODUCTION

Statement of purpose of study. It is the aim of this
study to present the Christian doectrine of temptation as 1%
is found in the words geipdgws and mNuipesr.es in the New
Testament. The terms appear frequently upon its pages. It
is my purpose to study these appearances as they are found
in the original text and upon such a study formulate the
basic New Testament ecnception of temptation.

Importance of the study. An understanding of the New
Testament and its concepts must take one back to the origl-
nal. The New Testament muat be the starting point of any
study of this nature although the 0ld Testament may never be
overlooked., Through the centuries the various doctrines of
the Church have been colored by endless controversies. It
i8 80 also with the doctrine of temptation. One must there-
fore go back in spirit and thought to the first century and
gain from the pages of the Greek New Testament 1ts clear and
original meaning,

Statement of organization. This thesis is divided into
three chapters. It is important in a study of thls kind
that the history and usage of the two terms be taken into
consideration. The writers of the New Testament drew many
of their references to temptation found in the classloal and
D1d Testament literature. The footnotes in this study,
especially in the first chapter, are an integral part of




this work. All appearances of the temptation-words in the
New Teatament are classified and placed in the footnotes.
In the second chapter the temptations of the devil, the

wilderness temptations and the other moral perils of Jesus

- are dlscussed., The third chapter devotes itself to the

temptations of the Christian. A systematiocal or dogmatical
presentation is not intended in this chapter. Upon the basis
of the first two chapters, the last ohe 1s formulated.
Method of progedure. An attempt has been made to pre-
gent an objective and clear conception of ﬂe:péavs and
m-pabwcfs in the Wew Testament. Both the sources in the
014 and the New Testament have been carefully thought through.
The writer has also read as many books as was possible in
related rields to galn a larger insight and view of the
world and its times of which these writers were a part in
order to better understand their viewpoint. Secondary
sources were used only as they contributed to ths meaning of
m'ﬁf-“:ésw and i’eea{bc}bm@‘é as uged in the primary sources. An
effort was made to consult all that was written in this
specific field itself, and in most cases 1% was succesaful.
The writing of the thesis which necessitated many footnotes,

was a research and digest of what other men have thought and

vritten.




CHAPTER I
173 PHILOLOGICAL IMPLICATIONS

The Greek words, i7sipedw> and Merpecwwos , which ave
translated "tempt" and "temptation! have a range of meaning
in the New Testament which covers every form of testing or
putting tc the proof whether this be the tempting of God by
man or of man by God.+ This hes not always been true in the
history of thase two terms, The words have a sinlster con-
notation in present-dey usage which was not always attached
to them in earlier days. Origilnally the words were of
neutral content. But, along wilth many other words which
were penned by the New 'Teatament wrlters,z they were filled
with a richer content when get in the context of Christian
thought. As mepeje> and MePd® wes became wedded to New
Testament theology, they passed from the predominantly
amoral usage to the moral plane of God and man.

In the Classice merpeyws finds but 1little share in
that great wealth of literature. Teips~=> 18 the Attic form

which was most commonly used and from which in later Greek

l_g_i,‘_. infra, p. 5.

26¢. Adolf Deissmann, Light From I 8 Aﬁgiegs Eagt (New
York: ~Harver and Brother;,-ig%), op, 62-145.
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and already in Homer, We:Nsw derives.3 ﬂ'&-lpé'w ig
usually found in the middle or passive with the active ;
- meaning, denoting simply the "trying," "teating," or "trou-
bling oneself." The only New Testament occurrence of this
meaning l1s found in Acts 26:21 where Paul is pleading his
cause before Agrippa. Having traced the occasion of his
conversion and call, he ends his account with the woz'dsl,
“for these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and went
about (%ngp?wv@) to kill me." However, this usage ocan be
fully illustrated from the _l_gg_mg."" According to Cremer
Hebrews L:il5 is related %o this usage. The writer of the -
book of Hebrews reminds his readers that they had a high
priest which could be touched with the feeling of thelr in-
firmities, because "he was in all points tempted (ﬂ&'ff'-'P'@’a‘
muvev ) like as we are, yet without sin.® Cremer would
hold wawaip ovevov t0 be the correct verb.5 There are no
textual considerations, however, to‘warrant such a usage.
Here meipodb=> must be used becsuse nowhere in profaﬁg
Greek is rreipew employed in so speclal a sense. But the

term a2lso carries the connotation of leading the pers’on or

JH, A. Kennedy, Sources of New Greegk (Edin-
burgh: T. and T. Clark, 1895), po. o8 -'7""': ¢

byames Hope Moulton and George H111igan, The __g_g‘yg;m
of the Greek Testament (Grand Rapids: Wm, B, Eerdmans,
1945), p. 501.

SHermann Gremer, Biblice-Theologiocal 'I‘Q'E"%g'%s'?; %%!493.

Qestament Greek (Edinburgh: T. and T. Clark,
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thing astray or putting 1t to the test with the hostile pur-
pose of nisleading to unchastity. When rr&:péu atands for
seduction to unchastity, 1t always has a corresponding ob-
Jeet such as yeveTwe., “The moral conception of temptation,
ae 1t belongs to the biblical wMeipdSew  does not, however,
lie in the word, but 1s gimply rendered possible, and pre-
pared for by this usage.“6

The Sentusgint, in the majority of cases, employs
Mepdsw> Tor the Plel of the Hebrew 3 , meaning "%o
try," "to put to the test," elther in a good or a bad sense.’
It is sald of God as bringing calamity on men to test the
trustworthiness of thelr faith.a It 1s used of men in re-
lation to Cod as testing God's character from the point of
view of distrust and so causing Him to prove Himself either
by showing kindness or punishment.9 It is employed in the

gense of "testing a person"lo or "a thing" such as &

rl

6 occ. cit.

7¢f. ©dwin Hatch and Henry A. Redpath, A Qgggg;g%ggg_gg
the Septuagint (0xford: At The Clarendon Press, 1918), %L,
1115.

8 :1: E soes 16:4: 20:20; Deuteronomy
Genesis 22:1; Exodus 15:25; 106:%4; H

3 13:3; Judges é:;z; 334; 11 Chronioles 32:31; Daniel
10; Psalm 35.

%%xodus 17:2,7; Numbers 14:22; Deuteronony 6:16; 9:22;
Judges 6:39; Paalms 26:2; 78118,45,56; 95i9; £f531“2qlz§13P
7112 - the word corresponds with the meppeSteséc 7o sOV
of distrust directed towards God.

5

I

12
214

10Deuteronomy 33:8; I Kings 10:l; II Chronicles 9:l1;
Danlel 1:12,1%4,




L

weapon.’l And finally in its priuitive sense 1t signifies
%o attenpt tc do a thlng.“lz “The English translation
Ytenmpt' of mwepdSw Ain the Septuagint is a misleading ren-
dering; for %o tempt has, in modern English acquired the
sense of 'provoking'! or 'snticling' a person in order that he
may act in a particular way."l3 a3 (mrerpesw> ) 18 a
neutral word and carries nc such connotation. ;

Meipos=> , the poetic and late prose form of Tepows ,
even when used in the general sense of "try" or "test® has
"always the idea of oprobation sssociated with it in the lew
Testament. "% It is a form found several times in Homer and
in later prose. In its classical usage 1t carrled thrse
basgic meanings: (1) make proof of; (2) attempt, try;
(3) tempt.-5 The Classical meanings appear several times in
the Hew Testament in weipeSw , but those derived through the
Septuagint are much more common.

In appropristing the term to signify its unique truths,

the lew Testament gave it a range of meaning which 1s found

117 samuel 17:39.

12peuteronomy b4:3k.
139;. S. R. Driver, A Critical and Exegetical Commen-

%ary on Deuteronomy. (New York: Charles Scribners, 1900/, Pp.
95.

14%oulton and Milligan, op. oit., DP. 501.

15Henry G. Liddell and Robert Scott, A Grg;}g—En A
Lexicon (Oxford: At The Clarendon Press), II, 135%.
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in no other body of literature. ﬁt:péye_can mean no more,
at times, than “to make an experience of," "to attempt,” or
tendeavor, " usually found with an 1n§1n1tive.16 With Tive
it may slignify an intentional “trying" with the purpose of
discovering what good or evil, power or weskness 1s in a
person or thing.17 When this was already known to him who
was testing, 1% nay reveal the same to the tried themselves,
as when 5%, Paul addresees the Corinthian Christians.18 1In
an evil sense 1%t denotes a "maliclous testing® to ascertaln
one's feelings and judguents in order to craftlly get one
in%o one's power or ruin.19 Related to this we find it sig-
nifying the testing of one's faith, virtue, and character;
through the attacks and sufferings which render difficult the
faith of believers 1t threatens thelr gsalvation through an
enticement %o sln.zo And sometimes, it pregnantly carries

with it the implication of yielding, slnce that which 1s

16Acts G:26; 16:7; 2h:6, GCf. W. F. ¥oulton and A. S.

Geden, A Concordsnce to the Greek New Tegtament (New York:
Charlés Seribners, 1897), pp. 787-8.

171iatthew 22:35; John 6:6; II Corinthians 13:5; Revela-

tion 2:2. Cf. Joseph H. Thayer, A Greek-English Lexlc 56 %‘t
the New Testament (llew York: American Book Company, 1889),

D. 498,

18y . - hard C., Trenoh, Synonyms
11 Corinthians 13:5. Gf. Richar '
of the New Testement (London: Hegan, Paul, Trench, Truelene

19Matthew 16:1; 19:3; 22:18,35; Mark 8:11; 10:2; 12:15;
Luke 11:16; 20:23; John 8:6.

203ames 1:14; Galatians 6:1; Revelatlon ?:10.
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foared 1ls manifestly not %temptation, but the sin which is
likely to result from 1t.2l Following the Septuagint usage,
men are sald Teipsew +ov Oeov by exhibitions of dis-
trust, as though they wished to dlscover whether He 1s not
Justly distrusted. By wicked and implouvs conduct they test
God's justice and patience, and challenge Him, as 1t were,
to give proof of His clailm and perfections.?? Here, too,
God tempts man in order to prove his character and the atead-
fastneas of his faith, but because He does tempt in ¥This
gense and because of self-knowledge won through such tempta-
tion, the Christlan should rejolce when temptatlon has suc-
cesasfully been met.%2 The devil also tempts, being called
"the tempher. 2% The word is constantly applied to the
golicitations and suggestions of Satan?5 - he being the main

26

Tempter and evermore revealing himself as such.

2lprnest De Witt Burton, A Oritical and Exegetical
Comuentary on the Epistle to the Galatlang Edinburgh: T.
and T. Clark, 1948), p. 329.

22hcts 15:10; I Corinthians 10:9 (Tov *P',ﬁl“'é"a); Acts
5:9 (70 wvesme cupiovw ); Hebrews 3:9 (meipesery ey
SomLoeie ),

237 Copinthians 10:13; Hebrews 2:18; 4:l5; 11:17,37;
Revelstion 3:10,

e ’
2lyiatthew 4:3; I Thessalonians 3i5 (© me1peswY ).

253 atthew b:1,3; Hark 1:13; Luke 4:2; I Corinthiens
7:5; I Thessalonians 3i5.

26genesis 3:1,4,5; I Chronicles 21il.
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In a general study of the philologlocal implications of
ﬂs-pe'-bw the term nust be distinguished from 50"-‘“—‘5“ .
The words occur together in the New Testament??! and both
appear in the XJ verslon with similar mesninge. Yet they are
not perfactly synonymous,

hﬁ&‘-l&l’é‘@e@ 1s a frequent word in Classical writers from
Herodotus rlmm28 and apnears both in the Septuagintzg and
the New Testament.3? It hae several differsnt meanings.3l
It nust be distingulshed fron ﬂeipé'-.sw , firat of all, in
that merpeses  pequires great effort on the part of the doer.
To try one's sHrength against someone or something 1s char-
acterintic of merpesw . Dowmims§w does not have this mean—
ing. Again, the element of hostility is wanting in Sorimeiu .

When a decldedly hostile testing, or what amounts to

?7;'.;.-. , II Corinthians 13:5.
281,34de11 and Scott, op. cit., ». M2,

29Juriges 7:4; Job 34:3; Jersmiah 6:27; 9:7 gt al. Gf.
Hateh and Redpeth, op. eit., I, 339-kO.

BO-AlJ‘ﬁears 22 times. gf. Moulton and Geden, 9D. elt.,
p‘ 223-

(1) to test, examine, prove, scrutinize (to ses
whether a thing be genuine or not) I Peter 1:17; Luke 12:56;

143:19; II Corinthians 8:8; Galatians 6:il; I Thessal!.on?ans
2""’.211; Romane 2:18; Philipplans 3:10; I Timothy 3.1‘0;1? Co-
rinthians 3:17; 11:28,26; 13:5; Hebrews 3:9; I John -1» .
Romens 12:2; Ephesiens 5:10, (2).%1o .r%‘%ﬁoﬁn%&%ﬁ'
after examination to approve, deem WO s B
16:3; II Corinthians 8:22; Romsne 14:22; L Thessalonians 2:h;
Rbomans 1:28. 8Sse Thayer, op. git., P. 154,
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temptation is meant, only meiposw can be used.’2 Thirdly,
Soxisoelw , a8 it 18 used in the New Testament always im-
plies that the proof or the test 1ls victoriously surmounted
-and ‘ﬁhe proved 1s approved., 33 Tnere follov}a -ror fhe most
part not only a victorious overcoming of the trial, but the
term impliss that the trial was glven with such an expscta-
$ion of victory in nmind. 3

This seems to be the point of divergence between the
two verbs. The testing or putting to the proof may have an
altogether dlfferent connotation where n’elp"’.sw ig used.
It carries the ldea of probation as when men “tempt! with
the intention and hope that the proved may not turn out "ap-
proved" or they will appear what they have always been ~
weak of person and character. Berry says this of the two
terms: " NowmiaoSes means to test anything with the expect-
ation of finding 1t good; vraapé'sua , with no expectation, or
of finding it bad,"35 Trench sums it up by saying that

P rei1pS Seww may be used, but exceptlonally of God,

327pench, op. cit., p. 260.

3311 Gorinthians 8:18; I Thessalonians 2i4; I Timothy
3:10.

3""92. I Peter 1:7 and Gerhard Kittel, Theologisghen

‘ i t: Verlag von W.
Woerterbuch Zwum Neuen Testamen (8tuttgar
Kohlhammer, 1935), 11, 256-64. Article by Grundmann.

35George Richer Berry, A New Greek-Engligh Lg;;go&
he New LG_M (Ghic‘ago; “Wilcox and Follet Co., 19 {! A

D. .
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s’omme"gbw could not be used of Satan, seeing that he
never proves that he may approve, nor teat that he may ac-
cept."36

The only other Greek word which the KJ translates
Btempt” or "try" i1s the intensive :mra-p;.sw « It is never
found in profane Greek and is rare in the Septuaglnt.37 In
the New Testament 1% denotes a putting to the test or proof
especially of God.38 and Ghriat.39 In James 1:13 Srrenpés-res
(only occurrence) appears and is commonly rendered "un-
tempted” - God cannot be tempted with evll."'m

The Greek noun which the KJ translates "temptatlion®
is meipsemmos . Thie 1g the translation of N D and
1333 in the Septuagint.*l It does not appear at all in
Classical literature except in Dioscorides (I Praef, 5). 42

The Attlc rfoapo'bus , which does not occur in the New Testa-

ment denotes simply a "trial" or a “"temptation” %o

360p. oit., p. 263.

37I% stends for the Piel of A and always refers %o
the "testing" of God, Deuteronomy 8:16; 8:2,16; Pealm 718’.%8
(all the ocourrences). Hateh and Redpath, op. git., I, 438.

3Byatthew b:17; Luke 4:12.
ke 10:35; I Corinthians 10:%.

4O0zameg B. Mayor, The stle of St. James (London:
Macmillan and Co., Ltd., 1897), pp. 50-1. _

Mlpeuteronomy bi3h; 7:19; 29:3; Job 9:23 gt al. It
appears about twenty tlmes.

424 0ulton and Milligen, op. 9it., p. 501.
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unchastity.”3 The meaning of meipveswss 1g, however, more
comprehenglve. It finds i%s most frequent occurrence in
biblical Greek with a wide range of meaning.““ In Gala-
tians L4 Paul speaks of the trial of the Galatians because
of his bodily condltion which served to $est the love of the
young Christians towards him, The Savior repeatedly tells
His followers to watch and pray legt temptation befall
them.*5 This temptation which is an enticement to sin
arises from the deaires within or from outward circumstances
and serves to lead the tempted to a lapse of falth and
holiness.® But not all temptations and trlals are of evil
intent. God also sends adversity, affliction and troubles
which serve %o test or prove one's falth and charaoter.“7
Thus James can write to his people that such temptation can
be an occasion for joy.*® And finally in Hebrews 3:8 the
word means the 176:;;:;3%:9.5. T3v Qasy o Oof distrusi di-

rected toward God, It denotes a rebsllion against God by

QBQ_. Gremer, op. cit., ». 495.
Mrpayer, op. gif., pp. 498-9.
U5y atthew 6:13; Mark 14138; Luke 1l:k; 22:40,46.

ushuke-u:13; 8:13; I Corinthians 10:3; James 1:12;
I Timothy 6:9.

B7Luke 22:28; Aots 20:19; I Peter 1:6; II Peter 2:9;
Revelation 3:10.

uBJames 1413,
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11
which His power and Jjustilce are challenged to be en:mm.l"9

In this passage, meigoesmwos 1s a translation of the Hebrew

proper name NVW

49ge. ualter D. Bauer, Grischisch-Deutsche Woerterbuch
zu den Schriften deg Neuen Testaments (Verlag von Alfred
Toeplemann in Gleszen, 1928), pp. 1023-5.



CHAPTER II
THE TEMPTATIONS OF CHRIST

“The history of our Lord!s temptation in the wilderness
ought never to be contemplated apart from that of His bap-
tism. "l On the occasion of Jesus' baptiem, the Father in
heaven bore witness to the dlvine sonship and Messlahshlp
of Jesus even as John the Baptist had also borne wltness
of Jesus by declaring Him to be the eternal Son of God and
the Lamb of God which was to take away the sins of the world.
Hoving been baptized with water and the Spirit, Jesus now
pagsed through the baptism of the fire of temptation.

The Tempter (& M peSwy ) ugually referred to in the
New Testament as & &1 Boares (Matthew Lil gt al.) or
e379vas  {Matthew 4:10 gt al.) plays an lmportant part in
the history of the temptations of our Lord. This doctrine
of the existence of an Evil Spirit - tempting, seducing, de-
ceiving, prompting %o sin - has been a gtumbling-block to
many. The Seriptures, however, frequently refer to the ex-
istence of such a personal Tempter,2 and all the moral and

spiritual phencmena of this fallen world demend and attest to

1Richard G. Trench, Studies In The Gospel (London: Hac-
mlllan and Co., 1874%), ». 3.

2Supra, De B,
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1t.2 The devil left his firat estate (Jude 6), and he fell.
He fell not as a man fell. He was not deceived nor was he
tempted as Adam was tempted, but he, himself, chose the evil
and forscock the good. Having left his own hebitation, 1%
lay in the necesslty of things that he should come into
direct and lmmediate colllsion with Him whoge misslion in the
world was to destroy the works of the devil. The Tempter
almost succeeded in nipning the Kingdom of God in 1ts bud
when he succeeded in seducing Adam in the Garden. But the
Lord (od had promised a seed to crush the Ber?ent‘a head.
The Seed had come in the form of Jesus Christ, God's own
Son, and went oub to battle and to overgome the Tempter.

Jesus' whole 1life was a life of obedience to His heav-
enly Father. He repeatedly alludes to the fact that He had
come to do the will of His Father. Having heen found in
fashion as & wmen, “he humbled himself, and becane obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross.'” After Jesus
finished HMis dlscourse with the Samaritan woman, the dlsci-
ples urged Him to eat. His reply was, "My meat 1s to do the
Will of Him thet sent me and to finish His work."S Having
healed the man at the Pool of Betheeda, Jesus replied to the

rebellious Jews that of Himself he could do nothing "because

3gg. Trench, op. cit., ». 20.
uPhllippians 218,
SJonn 4334,




: 1k
I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which
hath sent me."6 Having fed the five thousand with physical
bread, the Lord Jesus gpeaks of the bread of 1life when He
says, "For thls cause I came down from heaven, not to do my
own will, but the will of Him that sent me."/ The Savior
wag alweys consclcus of the faet that His Father was with
Him, that He had nct besen left alone, "for I do always those
things that nlease Him, "8 Jesus' whole 1life was one of
obedience. To yield to any of the temptatlons of the devil
and other sources of noral peril about Him, would have been
an act of disobedience.

Not only did Jesug suffer the ettacks of the tempta-
tlons in the wilderness, but throughout His life He was
tempted. HNis friends, His relatives, His disciples, and His
enemies proved an endless source of moral peril to Him, The
people clemored to make Him their king, Jesus answered,

"Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye
dld eat of the loavesg and were £il1led, "% The nobleman wighed
his son to be healed and Jesus had to reply, “Except ye see

8igns and wonders, ye will nov helieve. "0 And when they

6John 5¢30.

7John 6138,
83ohn 8:29.
93onn §:26,
105onn L:48,
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wanted wine at the wedding fesst, Jesus gently rebuked His
mother with the words, "Woman, what have I to do with thee?
Mine hour is not yet come." 'l When the feast of tabsrnacles
was at hand, Hls brothers urged Him to "go into Judea that
thy disciples also may see the work that thou doest, "12
Jesus declined the urging until His time was ready. When
Jesus was explaining to His disciples that He must go to
Jerusalem and suffer and dle, Peter took Him and began %o
rebuke Him, assuring Him that "this shall not be unto thee.®13
Jesus replied, "Ge% thee behind me, Satan.," To be tempted
to do otherwise than the will of His heavenly Father would
have been an act of dlaobedience on Jesus' part.

The wilderness temptations are recorded by the three
Evangelists.lg lark 1s a condensation of the event while
Matthev and Luke are largely identical except that the third
temptation in Matthew 1s the second temptation in Luke's
order. Immediately after Hig baptism, Jesus retired to the

1l50hn 2:k.
1250nn 7:3.
13uatthew 16:23.

Urgaric 1:12,13; Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13. Sf.

Julius Schniewind, Dag _E_ma%*_um Nach Markug (Goetingen:
Vandenhoeck and Ruprecht, 19 s P 8-9.
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wilderness. dJesus' natural hungerl5 Satanl® uses as the
occasion of hls first temptation; this he follows with two
other temptatlionsa.

The purpcse of the firat temptation was not so much %o
make Jesus doubt His divine Sonshlp, as rather to teat His
. conduct cince He was the Hessiah.l? If He has been called
to deliver all mankind from thelr sufferings, He must be
definitely clear in Hls mind how He 1s to satiafy His wants.
The temptation has two elements: (1) a perfectly innocent
oraving for food (2) why should He not satisfy His hunger,
since He is the Son of God and has the power? The hunger of
Jesus represents human wants and the question wzs whether
Sonship was to mean exemption from these or a loyal accept-
ance of them as vart of the Messiah's experience. The baslc
lesue ralsed was disobedience or obedience to Him who has

sent Him.

15ume bring in here his divine power, or %o Suppose
that He fasted otherwise than as man, is to . . . rob thal
whole transsction of its meaning.” Trench, op. git., pP. 13.

161p11 attem ining away the devil and his
pte at explaining away

external appesrances are arbltrary contradlotions orrozttical

carpings, opposed to the design and repregsentation od e‘

evangelists . . ." Heinrich A. Meyer, A Cpit and Exe:

Eetical Handbook to the Gospel of Matthew (New York: I
and Vagnalls, 1884), p. 99. .

17, onal ¢ simply, "since thou
e conditional clause means S81mDLY,
art the Son of God, i.g. the Mes:lgh. ' %%11?223‘-“ %.1 fﬁﬂf"’
i00ds gnd Tenses in New Testament Greek )3
ersity Press, 1928), secs. 2i=5 and A. T. Robertson, A

Short Grammar of the _Gg%gg Testament (New York: Harper
' d Bmthers, 1933 ’ 590. 2 lo
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Jesue replies from Deuteronomy 8:3 that God can and will,
if it so pleases Him, provide Him physical bread. He does
not understand how, but He will walt and trust. If the life
of man does not denend upon the natural means of sustenance
alone, tut upon thet which God directs Him to do for the
maintenance of 1life, then the Son of God ftooc must walt and
see whather God wlll relieve His needs, and if He doss so,
leave to Him the manner of accompli_shment.la The point 1s
that food will not keep a man allve, unless God says that he
is to live; and if God says that he is to live, he will live
whether he has food or not," ? Jesus' 1ife was one of obe-
dience; He had, therofore, to trust His Father absolutely.

The first temptation proved Jesus a man of perfect and
absolute faith in His heavenlyr Father. The second temptatlion
challenges Him %o prove His falth by putting God's promise
to the test. In reply to the first temptation, He had de-
clared Fis unswerving trust in God; God would not let Him
starve., The devil then suggests that He should show His
truet in God in still a more spectacular way. He was to ore-
ate & perll for Himself and expect God to rescue Him by a

miracle,

18 : sy Test
Bernhard Welss, A Comsentary on 13.11.9.'})‘!1. __Tﬂﬂ-ﬂl
(New York: Funk and ‘;!agnall.a Company, 1906}, D. 18.

19A1fred Plummer Exegetlca QM on the e
el According to St. rfsa%&m'e"ws' 'f:Lo' hdon: Elliot Stock, 1909},
lm. . e weeSPu]
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Jesus replies from Deuteronomy 6:1620 that putting God
to the test 1s no% trusting Him. Jesus refuses to yleld
because from Hig point of view it would have been a wicked
presumption to expect God to yield to every whim of man.
Jdesus will not of gelf-wlll run into needless danger. He
will walt on God. He will yield wholly %o Hls governance
nnd providence,

The Tirst two temptations showed Jesus a man of falth.
Will such & man take the short road to glory and to that
dominion which is rightfully His? Satan offers 1%, in the
third temptation, as orinee of the world. The devil points
in the direction of o universal empire, and claims powexr %To
give effect to the dazaling prospects - "if you worshlp me."
Vith his “thou therefore Af" (mpeewxuvnests ), Luke ex-
pregses the Semptation in a very emphatic and subtle wey.
It could be the ingressive aorist: "Just bow the knee once
up here in my presence. "2l

Saten is playing for high stakes and doss not hesitate
to make a great offer.22 The world is not Saten's own, ex-

cept in so far as 1t is "delivered" to him in order that he

6 is the
Othe verb in the Septuagint of Deuteronomy 6:1
strong compound ( R« el pdserv ) dmplying thorough testing.

21p, 7. Robertson, Hord Pictures the New
(New York: Richard n.fs;nith', Inc., 19m) 1, 50-1-

22ap, A, B. Bruce, The gjpggm&zww
ton » pl .

(Lonaon: Hodder and Stough
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might test God's people. Sometimes Christians overcome the
temptatlon and galn a greater rewerd. Sometimes they are
seduced by Satan and lose even falth. But whatever dominion
the devil possesses, 1t 1s usurpe.tlon.23 Here he offers it
to Jesus with the prospect that Jeaus will evade =211 the
toil and pain and suffering, the escspe of the cross and the
drinking of fhe cup, %Yo which otherwise a 8avior of the
world was bow')d..zl" ‘

Shall 1% be a Kingdom of thls world, such as many ex-
vected and would promptly ald Him to securs? Shall He win
for His burdened people the blessings of freedom? Jesus '

well knew vhat kind of Kingdom His was tc be. His Kingdom

was splritual, not external, Therefore He could not yleld
to the tempter, for by employing ths tempter!s means, He
would defeat the purnose of His’minlstry.% Hias will was
to serve God only, and God is served in righteousnsss.2®
From the sacred accounts of the temptations in the
wilderness 1% is evident that Jesus was both tried and
temnted. The book of Hebrews insists that the temptationa

were real and that Jesus was absolutely victorious. "For

23Trench, on. cit., n. 48.
%1114, , p. 51

253 omes Hastings, editor, A Digtionary of Ggr;a;);g%i
the Gosgpels (New York: Charles Soribner's Sons, 1917), 1i,

716.

26Matthew ly:8-11; Luke 4i9-13.
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we have not 2 hlgh-prieat which cannot be touched with the
feeling of our Ilnfirmlties; but was in all points tempted
ke as we are."'@? "Popr in that he himself hath suffered,
being tempted, he 1ls able %o succor them that are temptad.“ze
But how could The sinless Son of God be tempted in all polints
like we are? How could the desires of the people for heal-
ing and for bread, the demand of His enemles for a sign, the
attemnt to malie Him a king be regarded as a temptation for
Christ? FHow could the wilderness temptations be an actual
temptation for HAm? These questions have been asked from
the beginning of Chrilgtisnity downwards.

Theece questlons enswer themeelves when we acknowledge
in Hinm two netures, united in the one person of the Son of
God, Christ was a perfect men in the sense of having every-
thing that belengs to the essence of human nature. As true
men Jegue could be tempted. However, His humsn body and
soul, at the very moment of thelr unlon with one another
were algo united with the eternal Word. He never ceaced to
be the divine Son of God. Jesus the God-man was, therafore,
able to overcome 2ll temptations.

The man who never ylelds is the man who hes felt the
full force of the temptation; for the men who ylelds has not

waited for the Temptsr to do his words. Because Christ

27Hebrewa l3ls,

28Hebrewa 2418,
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resisted to the end, because He was obedient to His Father,
He knows how severe the strain can be. In one particular
He has not shared, and could not share in reference to our
temptations. He could not sin., In the wilderness He suc-
gessfully withstood the onslaughts of the devil; throughout
His life He met with and overcame temptation; in Gethsemane
and on the cross He overcame the dread of sufferings and
failure and a shameful death.29

What then was the eignificance of that vietory which
the Lord won in the wilderness? Our trouble in comprehend-
ing this lles in the fact that all of our temptations in-
volve sin. GCod tempts us to our good; Satan tempts us to
our harm, So naturally does it follow in our own minds
that sin follows upon temptation, that when the Apoatle
affirmed of Christ that He was "in all points tempted like
as we are," he regards it necessary to add at once, "Yet
without sin," - without the sinful inclinations and results
which in men almos% inevitably follow, 0

Jesus could never have been tempted by the lower pag-
slons and appetltes common in man, He was however tempted
by Satan to ebuse His miraculous power, His privileged po-
sition, His supreme authority as the Son of God, %o fulfill
the world's expectations instead of His own ideal of the

‘29P1mnmer, op, oit., p. 39.
307pench, op. git., pP. 20-2
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Messiahship, to shrink from the agony and desolation of the
oroes. His temptations transcended common experience, but

they were as real for Him as are the lower temptations for

other men, 31

311-Iastings, ov. cit., n. 714,



CHAPTER III
THE TEMPTATIONS OF A OHRISTIAN

The New Testament repeatedly warns Ohrlstiana to be on
thelr guard lest they fall into temptatioﬁ. Thege warnings
are in themselves sufficlent evidence that Christians are
tempted and put on trisl. When the Savlor prayed His agoniz-
ing prayer in ths Garden of Gethsemane on that eventiful
Thursday night, He edmonished His sleeping dlsciples, "Watoh
and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The splrit truly
is ready, but the flesh is weak, "L ¥hen, in the course of
Hig public nministry, the dlsciples on one occasion asked
Him, "Lord, teach us %o pray," the Bavior found it necessary
te include in the famous prayer He taught them the petitions,
"Lead us not into temptatlon, but deliver us from evil, 12
Also the experlsnces of every Christian teach him that he is
daily put on trial and that many of these trlals are subtle
temptationa. Yet there ig a divine purpose behind all trlals
and. temptations with which the Christian must wrestle and
which he must seek to overcome. That purpese is the strength-

ening of the Christian faith and the improvement of ths

Christian 1life, Thus St. Peter writes to hils readers, "Ye

lyatthew 26:41; Hark 1k:38; Luke 22150 , 46,
Zruke 11:4; Matthew 6:13.
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are in heaviness through manifold temptations that the trial
of your falth beling more preeicus than of gold that perisheth
though it be tried with fire, might be found unto pralse and
honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ."3 Sorip-
ture also Uells us that the prineipal authors of all tempta=-
tions are the devil, the world, and our own flesh. Serip-
ture furthermore in some few passages epeaks of God as being
the author of temptations. Scripture finally tells us how
Chrigtians are Yo conduct themselves when tamptationa are
upon them,

Following %his general overview of what the Hew Testa-
ment has o say regarding the temptations of a Christian,
I propose in the following %o concentrate on the sources of
the Christian's temptations, that is, to dlscuss briefly the
temptations of the devil, the temptations of the world, and
the temptations of our own flesh. I shall then, 1n a
special consideration, discuss the temptations of God. in
a finel paragraph, I propose to consider the Christian's
conduct in Yempbtatlon and trilal.

The assertion of the existence of a Tempter at all,
of a personal Vicked One, ie a stumbling block to many. Yot
for the Christian who regards the Holy Soriptures as divine
revelation, also the teachings in Scripiure which speak of

& pearaonsl devil and demonic povers are inescapably true.

31 Peter 1:7.
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The Christian hunbly submits also to this part of God's
revelatlon and takes to heart the warnings to be on his
guard ageingt the femptations of Satan.

References to the temptations by the devil are found in
the following passeges in the NHew Teatament, The hearers of
vemes were troubled and Satan through their evil flesh sug-
gests thet God 1s tempting them to evil. "Let no man say
when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be
tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man.““ Paul
writes Lo the Jorinthian husband and wife that they should
not dafraua one another except with consent for a time that
they might give themselves to fasting and prayer. He adds,
however, the imporbant admonition, "Come together again,
that Satan tempt you not for your ineontinence. "5 Paul
ghows his concern for the Thessalonians by telling them that
he is sending Timothy to strengthen and comfort them. But
hig chief purpose was, ad he says, "%o know your falth, lest
by some means the tempter have tempted you, and our labor be
in Vain."6 The CGhristians in Smyrna were sufTering tribula-
tion and poverty, but the Apostle John encourages that flook
to "fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: be-

hold, the devil shall cest some of you into nrison, that ye

byames 1:13.
51 Gorinthians 7:5.
6I Thessgalonians 3¢5.
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may be Trled and ye shall have trlbulation ten daya: be
thou falthful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of
1ife. 17

The devll provokas ln svery manner possible. In the
wilderness he sought %o destroy the Lord's trusi in His
heavenly Father. ie endeavored to lead Him away from Hls
ouwedience to His Father.a The Pharisees were made spirit-
vally blind by the devll with the result that they were
nelther able to understand the Word of God nor submlt to the
volee of Christ.” Prlding themselves that they were Apra-
han's seed they sought to kill Chrlst, because His word had
no nlece in thelr hearts, Satan caused the lust of money and
posgeesions Go rule the heart of Judas. BSatan conquered
Ananias and Sapohira by means of their desire for property
and pz’*es"ﬁi@;a.ln Having failed to foil the Savior!s alleglance
to Hig heavenly Tather in the wilderness, the Tempter at-
tempted to destroy the falth of one of the Bavior's most
prominent and loyal dligcloles, Peter.n When the devil triad
to induce Peter to deny hls Savior, the Lord assured hnlm,

“Simon, 3imon, behold, Saten hath desired to have you, that

TRevelation 2:10.
81, tthew 431,
9Jchn 8:37.
104015 501 rr.
jiatthew 16:23.
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ye may aift you ag wheat. But I have nrayed for thee, that
thy falth fall not: ond when thou art converted, strengthen
thy brethren. 2 Petor was converted, and some years later
he strengthened his brethren with the worda: “Be aober,
be vigllant; bLoecause your adversary the devll, as avroaring
llon, walketh about, secking whom he may devour; whom re-
gist steadfast in the falth, knowing that the same afflic-
tlons are accomplished in your brethren that are in the
. world, "13 '

The dsvil is especially determined to dlsturb and dis-
qulet the consecience and gpiritusl calm of the Christian.
To the hearens of James and Johnl¥ he came with the intention
of cavsing them to despair and to deny and blaspheme God.
To the Corinthiaons and Thssaalonians,lS and to Christians
everywhers he comes to induce them to despise and to dis-
regard the Word of God and the redemptive work of Jesus
Ohrist, to wob them of their falth in God, of their hope in
sternal 11fe, snd of thoir love of Jesus Onrist.16 He

12r 010 22:31,32.

- 131 petor 5:8,9. £f. Theodore Lastsch, editor, ZIhe

AQQ.Q.LEF Word (Saint Louis: OCongordia Publishing House, 1947) ,
1T, 18h,7 R, R. Coemmersr's chapter on tPamptation.

luﬂun;g, ». 26,

15Sunra, D, 26

16ge, iartin Luther, The Larse G it
,ggggogggg’tggiﬁtﬂhﬁgia: 'GEEEbﬁgfngub ishing House, 1921),

P. 727,
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comes, in the end, for one reason = to pluck the Ohristian
away from hls allegiance to Christ.

"But every unan is temnted when ﬁe is drawn away of his
own lust, and enticed. w17 The second kind of temptation has
its roots in man himgelf. In the flesh we constantly have
the old Adan wlth us who dally incites the Christlan to sin.
Paul may well have had in mind the evil flesh when in writ-
ing %o the Galatians he admonishes hia readers to deal
mildly with a brother who has slipped, and adds, "Conslder-
ing thyself, leat thou.also be tempted. 8 In writing to
the Corinthians Paul relates that he hed run his race well,
but he adds the meaningful comment, "I keep under my body,
and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when
I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. nld
The Savior emphatically impresses upon the hearts of His
hearers the evil of the flesh. In the Sermon on the Mount
He, for instance, tells them, "If thy right eye offend thee,
pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it 1s profitable
for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that
thy whols body be cast into hell."20 Ag pilgrims and stren-
gers in a foreign land the Christian must *"abstain from

175ames 1114.
18aa1at1ans 611,

191 Gorinthlans 9:27.
20yattnow 5:29.
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fleghly lusts whilch war against the soul.“zl_

There le that in every single Christian, if left to it-
gelf, which wlll entice him tc extreme forms of evil. Ap-
petites, passlions, and desires of every sort lay the founda-
tions of a wrong act. B8in 1ls always present in the human
heart. But sin bhescomes actual when the Christian chooses
to dwell upon the thought of a pleasure suggested, knowing
that it cannot be lawfully enjoyed. Desire becomes stronger
by indulgence. The commisalon of an outward aet often
carries with 1t shame and repentance, But 1f the sting 1se
disregarded and indulgence is frequent, a habit will form
and the will may become permanently enslawed.zz That 18
precisely the manner in which the devil and the flesh work
in the Christian. "Let it (the flesh) have its own way,
take no preecautlons against it, and gradually the evil will
wed with the evil without, and death will grow up around
1%, 123

Therefore the Christian must be on his guard and con-
stantly pray that God would quench within him the fires of
his fleshly and sinful desires. We must pray the Lord so

%0 order our oircumstanceés that we shall have the least

217 poter 2:11.

220f Jogeph B. Mayor, g’_l_;g stle of St. Jameg
(London: ~ Macmillan and Co., 1897), D. 190.

23iarous Dods The §BE§ ggggggg To Pray (Cin~
cinnati: Granston’and Curts, 1893), D.
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possible temptation to sin.

The temptations of the flesh are closely related to
the temptations of the world, The world with its hatred
and envy, lts vlolence and wrong, offends the Christian in
word and deed and imvels him to anger end impatience,?¥
Often the earthly cares of this world drown men in de-
gtruction and nerdition for "they that will be rich fall
into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and
hurtful lusts."'®> Fpriendship with the world is enmity with
God, "whosocever thersfore will bs a friend of the world is
the enemy of God."26 Christians are tempted to love the
world and the things that are in the world and to make them
their treasure. But they must remember that “all that is
in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of 1life, is not of the Father, but is
of the world. %27 "Making money, competing for existence,
enjoying the sensual stimull of good food and drink gnd sex
and success and approval are activitles common to ths unre-
generate 1ife of the Christisn also, and hence potent devices

for destroying the will to 1ive for God."28 Many Ohristians,

.2451{. Luther, op. cit., p. 727.
251 Timothy 6:9.

26Jamea hilb,

271 John 2:15,16. |

289_12‘.. Loetsch, op. gib., p. 185.
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like Demas, forsake the company of those who follow Jesus,
"having loved this present world."<?

In the Lord's Prayer we pray that the Lord would take
into conesideratlon the frailty of our flesh and would so
order our llfe day by day in this world that as 1little as
poesible we may be exposed to temptation., If the Chriastian
asks God to keep him from the témptatlons of the world and
the things in the world, but still meets them, he can be
assured that it was a testing of His ordering.

According to Seripture, there is a temntation for good
and a temptation for evil., Temptatlona for evil, as we have
seen, come from the devil, the flesh, and the world. Tempt-
ations for good, however, come from God and are designed for
the trial and strengthening of faith. .By gending these
trials and temptations, God does not bécoma the author of
sin, In the first chapter of the book of James we have cone
of the fuller sccounts which treat of this kind of tempta-
tion. In 1:12 "temptation" i1s used of atpial® generally,
and the thought is brought out that the Christian who endures
such trials will receive the crown of life. In verse 13,
however, "tempted" is used in the sense of fgolicited to
gin," and the writer emphatically asserts, "Let no man say
when he 1s tempted (to sin), I am tempted of God: for God
cannot bs tempted with evil, nelther tempteth he any man, *

2911 Timothy 4:10.
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This statement seems to be contradicted by Jesus' guotation
from Deuteronomy 6:16 when He enewers the devil in the
second wilderness temptation, as well as by the sixth peti-
tion of the Lord's Prayer.3°

In solving thls apparent contradiction, we need to re-
member that God does indeed tempt Christians. But God is
incapable of tempting men to evil, because He Himself is
absolutely insusceptible to evil. Temptation in the Sorip-
tursl sense‘has possibilities of promoting holiness as well
as inciting to sin. As every Christian has experienced, 1t
is one thing to bs tempted and another thing to fall. God
tempts Christians not with the aim and hope of leading them
into sin, but with the view of purifying their falth and
gradually strengthening thelr Christlan character,3l God
mey find it necessary to tempt Christians often and 1in ways
which seem hard and cruel. Such temptations will elther re-
veal to the Christian his weaknesse and gend him to the
source of strength, or, as & result of a victorious struggle,
leave him in fuller possession of God's strength. God
tempts the Christian to reveal to him his dependence on God,
to make him realize his need of God, and to stimulate in the

Christian's mind the desire to use the means of grace.

30yatthew 437; 6:13. Of. James Hastings, editor, A

New York: Charles
Dictionary of Christ the Go [l
Soribner's Sons, 1917), iLl, 713.

31_(2_:’_’_. Hebrews 12.
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One of the most frequent temptations for good coming
from the heavenly Father ls paln and suffering. Abraham's
falth was tested when God commanded him to offer up Isaac. 2
Job's love for God was sorely tried when God permitted the
devlil to make hls flerce onalaughta.33 Paul writes that he
had served the Lord “with humility of mind, and with many
teara, and temptatlons, which befell me by the lying in walt
of the Jews."3% The faithful bellevers of Israel ‘were
stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain
with the sword; they wandered about in gheep-skins and goat-
sking: being destituté, afflicted, tormented ., . . and these
2ll, having obtained a good report through faith, recelved
not the promlse: God having provided some better thing for
us, that they without us should not be made perfect.“35
Peter writes to the persecuted Christians that it is thank-
worthy "if s man for conscience toward God endurs grief,
suffering wrongfully.”36 Again, "If ye suffer for right-
eousness! sake, happy are ye: end be not afraid of their

terror, neither be troubled,"3? Because the Christians of

32Gensais 22:1-18.
3330b 1 ana 2.

BQActs 20819. =
3SHebrews 11:37,39,40.
361 Peter 2:19.

371 Peter 3:14.
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Philadelphia had kept the word of His patience, the Lord
tells them that He "will keep them from the hour of tempta-
tion, which shall come upon all the world, to try theam that
dwell upon the earth."38 Desgribing the Jjustified Christ-
ian, 8t. Paul says: "e gléry in tribulation also, knowing
that tribulation worketh patlence, and patience, experience,
and experisnce, hOpe."39

God tempts the Christian to make him awars of his weak-
nesses. Ilan, however, may not tempt God. Ananlas, with
Bapphira hls wife, sold their possessions and kept back part
of the price. God found them out., Peter sald to Sapphira,
"How 18 it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit
of the Lord? Behold, the feet of them which have buried thy
husbend are at the door, and shall carry thee out. "0  Great
dissension arose in the early Church concerning the question
whether Gentiles should be circumcised, Certaln men came
down from Judea and taught that in order %o be saved Christ-
lang had also to be circumcised. It was Peter at Jerusalem
whe gave the clear-out reply: fNow therefore why tempt ye
God to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which

neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?'¥l The

3Brevelation 3:10.
39Romans 53,4,
%pcte 5:9.
Mlpots 15:20.




35
Antioch Jews were therefore tempting God by foisting on the
belleving Gentlles a rite which God no longer demanded.
Paul told the Corinthian congregation that unless they lived
lives in conformity with the Gospel which they had received,
they would not enter the Kingdom. In the course of the
chapter Paul writes, "Heither let us tempt Christ (by dis-
obedicnce) as some of them also tempted and were destroyed
by aerpants.““a

There is absolutely nothing in God that can bs tempted
by man. Exhilbltions of distrust, manifestatlons of dls-
obedience, wicked and implous conduct are never temptations
for God, and there neVer'is any need for Him %o give proof
of His claims and peéfections.

God's purpose in temptation is always good. The Christ-
teng to whom Peter writes the firat Epistle were in dlstreas
because of their manifold temptationas. Peter however, tells
them tec rejolece for such trials will prepare them for the
"appearing of Jesus Christ. 3 UBlessed is the man that
endureth temptation: for when he ia triled, he shall recelve
the crown of 1ife which the Lord hath promised te them that

love him. "** ©Phe Christian nust recognize in every dirfi-
_ oulty and trial the hand of God leading and directing him.

Y

%21 Gopinthians 10:9.

¥31 Poter 1:6,7.

#“James 1:12.
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Every test and temptation of God is the result.of Hls infinite
wisdom end limltless love. The Lord chastises those whom
He loves. Rejolice, Tor temptation iz a2 merk of 16vg. The
apostles were lmprisoned, hailed before the council, and
were in denger of belng put to death, and yet, "they de-
parted from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they
were counted worthy to suffer sheme for His name, **5 Paul
tells the Colossian Christians that every bellever has his
share of trisls snd temptation, end they ought to rejoice in
them, beoause, with these means God "works out their salva-
tion and that of thelr brethren."“é The true wey to regard
these afflicting experiences 1s to look upon them as a part
of our schooling. They are a cross which we must carry.
Poter's first Epletle is the true cdmmantary on the meanlng
of persecutions., Peter wrltes, "Beloved, think 1% not
strengs concerning the filery trial which is %o try you, as
though mome strange thing happened unto you: but rejoloe,
inagmuch as ye nve partakers of Christ's eufferings; that
whon hia glory chall be revesled, ye may be glad also with
exceediﬁg Joy."&7

God tests the hearts of Hig people, but He also gives

them power and strength to resist and overcome temptations.

(O

¥5pets 5101,
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This remains the Christian's greatest comfort. While we
1ive in this evil world in which our flesh and the devil
constantly assall us, no Chriatlan can escape temptstions
and allurements. But the Christian has the divine assur-
ance, "The Lord knoweth how to dsliver the godly out of
temptations, end fto reserve the unjust unto the day of Judg-
ment to be puniahed.“ua The Christisn has a sympathetic
brother in the person of Jesus Christ for as the wrlter of
the Enlstle to the Hebrews ssaerts, e have not & high-
nriest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our in-
firmitles; but was in all voints tempted like as we are,
yet without sin,"49 The Lord knew what temptatlons wers,
for "he himself hath suffered; being tempted, he 1g able %o
guccor them that asre tempted."5° In the severest arfllic-
tions and trialas of body and soul the Christlan can be surs
that "God is falthful, who will not suffer you %o be temmted
above that ye are able; but will with the temptation 2lgo
make a way to escape, thot ye may be able to bear i, 151

To Feel temptation is a differsnt thing from gcngenting
or yielding to it. If we do not give temptation free rein,

if we resist it and ask God to help us to overcome 1%, then

4811 veter 2:9.

ugﬂebrews h:l5.
SOHebrews 2:18.
517 Gorinthians 10:13.
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we may epply also To ourselves the great promise in Revela-
tion, God "will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which
ghall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon
the earth. "2 Hoy necesdary it iz then that the Christien
be fully armed in order succegafully to overcome temptatlon.
He must note in every temptation that God 1s drawing his
attention back to heavenly treasures, making him sware of
his shortcenings and deficlencies, impelling him %o keep his
eyes Tlixed on things above, and urging him tc make more
diligent use of the means of grece. Thue the Christlan must
be on his guard at all times, and also be vigilent in prayer
beseeching Cod that He might not suffer hlm %o become weary,

faint, end %o relapse into sina, shame, and unbellef.

f,
5“ﬁeve1ation 3110,




CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIOH

This study has brought to the surface gome of the lead-
ing thoughts and principles of Holy Scripture dealing with
temptation. The Greek temptation-words always carry with
them the idea of probation. Unlike thelr classlcal usage,
the terms always mean, except when emplojed in thelr prim-
itive sénse, a thorough tempting and testing by God or by
man., The purposes of such trlals and temptations may be for
the good or for the bad, The devil tempte with the hope of
leading %o evil. The temptations prompted by man may be for
good or bad. God alvays tempts and tests for the purposs of
promoting the welfare of those tempted.

Aceording to the passages of the New Testament which
have been studied, the temptations of Christ in the wilder-
ness and other moral perils which beset Him, aimed at straln-
ing His obedience to His heavenly Father. Thils was the pur-
pose of all the temptations which the Lord endured. It was
the devil'a intention to tear Christ from His alleglance to
His Father, eand it is his intentlon even today to rob the
Christian of his failth which is in Christ Jesus.

We may summarily say that the temptation-words of the
Greek New Testament do not represent the whole doctrine of

temptation as it is found in the Scripiures. Unlike, for
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example, the term for grace in the Greek MNew Testament,
which embodies in itaelf the entire Hew Teatament doctrine
of grace, the two words representing temptation which most
frequently appear in the New Testament do not entirely cover
the subject. This is understandable. There are so many
aspects to the doctrine of temptation that a few terms can-
not exhaust its meaning. These terms are, however, suffi-
ciently significant to enable one %o appreciate the funda-
mental features of temptation.

The above analysls of the temptations of Christ and the
Christian is thus only a modest effort to get at the heart
of one of the most meaningful teachings of Holy Seripture.
To do complete justice to it was not within the aim and pur-
pose of this thesis. Yet the writer feels compensated even

by this brief study of temptation.
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