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INTRODUCTION

Statement of purpose of study. It is the aim of this
study to present the Christian doectrine of temptation as 1%
is found in the words geipdgws and mNuipesr.es in the New
Testament. The terms appear frequently upon its pages. It
is my purpose to study these appearances as they are found
in the original text and upon such a study formulate the
basic New Testament ecnception of temptation.

Importance of the study. An understanding of the New
Testament and its concepts must take one back to the origl-
nal. The New Testament muat be the starting point of any
study of this nature although the 0ld Testament may never be
overlooked., Through the centuries the various doctrines of
the Church have been colored by endless controversies. It
i8 80 also with the doctrine of temptation. One must there-
fore go back in spirit and thought to the first century and
gain from the pages of the Greek New Testament 1ts clear and
original meaning,

Statement of organization. This thesis is divided into
three chapters. It is important in a study of thls kind
that the history and usage of the two terms be taken into
consideration. The writers of the New Testament drew many
of their references to temptation found in the classloal and
D1d Testament literature. The footnotes in this study,
especially in the first chapter, are an integral part of




this work. All appearances of the temptation-words in the
New Teatament are classified and placed in the footnotes.
In the second chapter the temptations of the devil, the

wilderness temptations and the other moral perils of Jesus

- are dlscussed., The third chapter devotes itself to the

temptations of the Christian. A systematiocal or dogmatical
presentation is not intended in this chapter. Upon the basis
of the first two chapters, the last ohe 1s formulated.
Method of progedure. An attempt has been made to pre-
gent an objective and clear conception of ﬂe:péavs and
m-pabwcfs in the Wew Testament. Both the sources in the
014 and the New Testament have been carefully thought through.
The writer has also read as many books as was possible in
related rields to galn a larger insight and view of the
world and its times of which these writers were a part in
order to better understand their viewpoint. Secondary
sources were used only as they contributed to ths meaning of
m'ﬁf-“:ésw and i’eea{bc}bm@‘é as uged in the primary sources. An
effort was made to consult all that was written in this
specific field itself, and in most cases 1% was succesaful.
The writing of the thesis which necessitated many footnotes,

was a research and digest of what other men have thought and

vritten.




CHAPTER I
173 PHILOLOGICAL IMPLICATIONS

The Greek words, i7sipedw> and Merpecwwos , which ave
translated "tempt" and "temptation! have a range of meaning
in the New Testament which covers every form of testing or
putting tc the proof whether this be the tempting of God by
man or of man by God.+ This hes not always been true in the
history of thase two terms, The words have a sinlster con-
notation in present-dey usage which was not always attached
to them in earlier days. Origilnally the words were of
neutral content. But, along wilth many other words which
were penned by the New 'Teatament wrlters,z they were filled
with a richer content when get in the context of Christian
thought. As mepeje> and MePd® wes became wedded to New
Testament theology, they passed from the predominantly
amoral usage to the moral plane of God and man.

In the Classice merpeyws finds but 1little share in
that great wealth of literature. Teips~=> 18 the Attic form

which was most commonly used and from which in later Greek

l_g_i,‘_. infra, p. 5.

26¢. Adolf Deissmann, Light From I 8 Aﬁgiegs Eagt (New
York: ~Harver and Brother;,-ig%), op, 62-145.




2
and already in Homer, We:Nsw derives.3 ﬂ'&-lpé'w ig
usually found in the middle or passive with the active ;
- meaning, denoting simply the "trying," "teating," or "trou-
bling oneself." The only New Testament occurrence of this
meaning l1s found in Acts 26:21 where Paul is pleading his
cause before Agrippa. Having traced the occasion of his
conversion and call, he ends his account with the woz'dsl,
“for these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and went
about (%ngp?wv@) to kill me." However, this usage ocan be
fully illustrated from the _l_gg_mg."" According to Cremer
Hebrews L:il5 is related %o this usage. The writer of the -
book of Hebrews reminds his readers that they had a high
priest which could be touched with the feeling of thelr in-
firmities, because "he was in all points tempted (ﬂ&'ff'-'P'@’a‘
muvev ) like as we are, yet without sin.® Cremer would
hold wawaip ovevov t0 be the correct verb.5 There are no
textual considerations, however, to‘warrant such a usage.
Here meipodb=> must be used becsuse nowhere in profaﬁg
Greek is rreipew employed in so speclal a sense. But the

term a2lso carries the connotation of leading the pers’on or

JH, A. Kennedy, Sources of New Greegk (Edin-
burgh: T. and T. Clark, 1895), po. o8 -'7""': ¢

byames Hope Moulton and George H111igan, The __g_g‘yg;m
of the Greek Testament (Grand Rapids: Wm, B, Eerdmans,
1945), p. 501.

SHermann Gremer, Biblice-Theologiocal 'I‘Q'E"%g'%s'?; %%!493.

Qestament Greek (Edinburgh: T. and T. Clark,
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Philadelphia had kept the word of His patience, the Lord
tells them that He "will keep them from the hour of tempta-
tion, which shall come upon all the world, to try theam that
dwell upon the earth."38 Desgribing the Jjustified Christ-
ian, 8t. Paul says: "e gléry in tribulation also, knowing
that tribulation worketh patlence, and patience, experience,
and experisnce, hOpe."39

God tempts the Christian to make him awars of his weak-
nesses. Ilan, however, may not tempt God. Ananlas, with
Bapphira hls wife, sold their possessions and kept back part
of the price. God found them out., Peter sald to Sapphira,
"How 18 it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit
of the Lord? Behold, the feet of them which have buried thy
husbend are at the door, and shall carry thee out. "0  Great
dissension arose in the early Church concerning the question
whether Gentiles should be circumcised, Certaln men came
down from Judea and taught that in order %o be saved Christ-
lang had also to be circumcised. It was Peter at Jerusalem
whe gave the clear-out reply: fNow therefore why tempt ye
God to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which

neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?'¥l The

3Brevelation 3:10.
39Romans 53,4,
%pcte 5:9.
Mlpots 15:20.
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Antioch Jews were therefore tempting God by foisting on the
belleving Gentlles a rite which God no longer demanded.
Paul told the Corinthian congregation that unless they lived
lives in conformity with the Gospel which they had received,
they would not enter the Kingdom. In the course of the
chapter Paul writes, "Heither let us tempt Christ (by dis-
obedicnce) as some of them also tempted and were destroyed
by aerpants.““a

There is absolutely nothing in God that can bs tempted
by man. Exhilbltions of distrust, manifestatlons of dls-
obedience, wicked and implous conduct are never temptations
for God, and there neVer'is any need for Him %o give proof
of His claims and peéfections.

God's purpose in temptation is always good. The Christ-
teng to whom Peter writes the firat Epistle were in dlstreas
because of their manifold temptationas. Peter however, tells
them tec rejolece for such trials will prepare them for the
"appearing of Jesus Christ. 3 UBlessed is the man that
endureth temptation: for when he ia triled, he shall recelve
the crown of 1ife which the Lord hath promised te them that

love him. "** ©Phe Christian nust recognize in every dirfi-
_ oulty and trial the hand of God leading and directing him.

Y

%21 Gopinthians 10:9.

¥31 Poter 1:6,7.

#“James 1:12.
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Every test and temptation of God is the result.of Hls infinite
wisdom end limltless love. The Lord chastises those whom
He loves. Rejolice, Tor temptation iz a2 merk of 16vg. The
apostles were lmprisoned, hailed before the council, and
were in denger of belng put to death, and yet, "they de-
parted from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they
were counted worthy to suffer sheme for His name, **5 Paul
tells the Colossian Christians that every bellever has his
share of trisls snd temptation, end they ought to rejoice in
them, beoause, with these means God "works out their salva-
tion and that of thelr brethren."“é The true wey to regard
these afflicting experiences 1s to look upon them as a part
of our schooling. They are a cross which we must carry.
Poter's first Epletle is the true cdmmantary on the meanlng
of persecutions., Peter wrltes, "Beloved, think 1% not
strengs concerning the filery trial which is %o try you, as
though mome strange thing happened unto you: but rejoloe,
inagmuch as ye nve partakers of Christ's eufferings; that
whon hia glory chall be revesled, ye may be glad also with
exceediﬁg Joy."&7

God tests the hearts of Hig people, but He also gives

them power and strength to resist and overcome temptations.

(O

¥5pets 5101,
nécolosaiana 1:24,
471 poter Wil
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This remains the Christian's greatest comfort. While we
1ive in this evil world in which our flesh and the devil
constantly assall us, no Chriatlan can escape temptstions
and allurements. But the Christian has the divine assur-
ance, "The Lord knoweth how to dsliver the godly out of
temptations, end fto reserve the unjust unto the day of Judg-
ment to be puniahed.“ua The Christisn has a sympathetic
brother in the person of Jesus Christ for as the wrlter of
the Enlstle to the Hebrews ssaerts, e have not & high-
nriest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our in-
firmitles; but was in all voints tempted like as we are,
yet without sin,"49 The Lord knew what temptatlons wers,
for "he himself hath suffered; being tempted, he 1g able %o
guccor them that asre tempted."5° In the severest arfllic-
tions and trialas of body and soul the Christlan can be surs
that "God is falthful, who will not suffer you %o be temmted
above that ye are able; but will with the temptation 2lgo
make a way to escape, thot ye may be able to bear i, 151

To Feel temptation is a differsnt thing from gcngenting
or yielding to it. If we do not give temptation free rein,

if we resist it and ask God to help us to overcome 1%, then

4811 veter 2:9.

ugﬂebrews h:l5.
SOHebrews 2:18.
517 Gorinthians 10:13.
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we may epply also To ourselves the great promise in Revela-
tion, God "will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which
ghall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon
the earth. "2 Hoy necesdary it iz then that the Christien
be fully armed in order succegafully to overcome temptatlon.
He must note in every temptation that God 1s drawing his
attention back to heavenly treasures, making him sware of
his shortcenings and deficlencies, impelling him %o keep his
eyes Tlixed on things above, and urging him tc make more
diligent use of the means of grece. Thue the Christlan must
be on his guard at all times, and also be vigilent in prayer
beseeching Cod that He might not suffer hlm %o become weary,

faint, end %o relapse into sina, shame, and unbellef.

f,
5“ﬁeve1ation 3110,




CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIOH

This study has brought to the surface gome of the lead-
ing thoughts and principles of Holy Scripture dealing with
temptation. The Greek temptation-words always carry with
them the idea of probation. Unlike thelr classlcal usage,
the terms always mean, except when emplojed in thelr prim-
itive sénse, a thorough tempting and testing by God or by
man., The purposes of such trlals and temptations may be for
the good or for the bad, The devil tempte with the hope of
leading %o evil. The temptations prompted by man may be for
good or bad. God alvays tempts and tests for the purposs of
promoting the welfare of those tempted.

Aceording to the passages of the New Testament which
have been studied, the temptations of Christ in the wilder-
ness and other moral perils which beset Him, aimed at straln-
ing His obedience to His heavenly Father. Thils was the pur-
pose of all the temptations which the Lord endured. It was
the devil'a intention to tear Christ from His alleglance to
His Father, eand it is his intentlon even today to rob the
Christian of his failth which is in Christ Jesus.

We may summarily say that the temptation-words of the
Greek New Testament do not represent the whole doctrine of

temptation as it is found in the Scripiures. Unlike, for
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example, the term for grace in the Greek MNew Testament,
which embodies in itaelf the entire Hew Teatament doctrine
of grace, the two words representing temptation which most
frequently appear in the New Testament do not entirely cover
the subject. This is understandable. There are so many
aspects to the doctrine of temptation that a few terms can-
not exhaust its meaning. These terms are, however, suffi-
ciently significant to enable one %o appreciate the funda-
mental features of temptation.

The above analysls of the temptations of Christ and the
Christian is thus only a modest effort to get at the heart
of one of the most meaningful teachings of Holy Seripture.
To do complete justice to it was not within the aim and pur-
pose of this thesis. Yet the writer feels compensated even

by this brief study of temptation.
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