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e.nj wit.h such !.'leans as ara bayond oJJ. cr,·trJ.2. and cri iicim:Jo 

Closest t.~ the Old '.l'es·ii<."Ulle~Yi; .rode oi: czpra:.isio:a io R0vale.tion 7: 

12: '1l 
, e \ 

,Co<t �~� 'TC.f', 

4j Jo"t~· 1(« t �~� 

J.;v-« !'-'J l(c:d 7ui (/eS 
' ' 

. ,, ' , ' , , ' rR .... , r" ' 5!12: o(!"J £'aT'tl'"' TO «ev-,av-. . "'-'rttV- T"fV'" OVY'~IV"'l(o(L 

'7T ~o vroV' I(«~ 60f &~Y" IC'»l Si.rri.:ilf?,1--ly, Ro!!r.'U'lS 11:13 �~� i 1/8o5 ,r~ 6' Toll"' 

\ , \ I' LJ-
l(tU ,ost'"'J K«t f,rw,£ulJ us,,, 

i.J!W sugcs in uhich i ho H:l=ido:.r. or God. o..ppelil"s :i~ the exec.'Ution of His 

"i G!r.·1• 2 ·· 11· • 1 • ''1 • ~1:-0 s_-i .::t_"'I_•• 3 ·•• 10 o •. "-'- 0 • , · ·-:, .t.J.i!/.h, w 

l't0!'!'espond.:u1g t.o ·c.::iis · cc-:neent.:"at.:lo:u of divine Hisdo~ upon i.ts 

only a few pa.ssn.gcs whera g_QE!1:ia hus uo G!?~C~.1 ?Oli g:l.ous sigti.if'lc~ce 

' l,13.tto 13!~2; 11.1.ko ll:31:; Act,::; 7 :22; R-9v·o 13:18; 17:19). b the Old 

1'es tG.ment scJ;.1so oi' tho undors·tt'.nding o:::: 'i.ha u:i.J.l a..--id uayo of God e.!ld 

t.he nbili ty t o ta~rti:fy ti'.he:roto : Ma.tt.hew 13: 5/:.: 7' o' lit r ,f 

The p.9R,h~ of tho b;)y .Tosus is the C3.Uce o.r lli .s plmesis and �~�!�~�~ �.� 

etc o !) l ies in ~ ~p:b i:3 ooen in Luke 2J.: 15; Acts 6 :10; 6: 3; '7: 10; G::il ., 

1:2S; 3:16. 

For pass2ges :i.n the mm ~'est:..?!13n·i:. ,.fr1ich connect Hisdom ui th the 

1:m.Jl of s2.lv-ati011p see: i, ·ho 1:S .f; Col., 1 :9; 2:3; - Cor. 1:30; II .?ct .. 

.3:150 i _o~c"3 of t!lis connect.ion uill b~ px-esented :i.n a lat.er cll :>cpter. 



et at o Col o t'.~:5 r..as :· .,Ev- ~o;,'.c. -rrtenr«.-rtt'f'f. 
\ , ,. 

. i<«,eov- £l'7°e°'l0f''-r°' . 

O. Wisciom cm:iine f'rom God, see D.ls:-.i 2·'.ark 6:2; Acts 6:3; T Coro 12 :e; 

In addi t:ion to c!.i vina rutl hur.,s.·1 Hi~dom there is a ·uisd.om known as 

James .3~15: , 09{"' lrri!''aJ fVX'"~ J«Lf'-ov-,~J;.) ; 

II Co!·o L12: ; I Co,:,,e 2:5~ ~~?t"cJV"; 2:13: Jirlew1T{v-"1 ; 

I Coro 1:20; 

J :19 (cf. 1:l'7;il9i2l; 2:1,4; Colo 3:16) 0 

.:-io:metb.ing ought ·oo be nai d at t his J tuctur-3 conce:1.~ning the dis-

never useu: f or .QE.o~h., I ra the l au Testam1:1r.i't i ·t ;,rlll bo necessur: t o 

conBitler closely ·the difference bet \ cell soph:j.~ and ,&l;Oosi~. 

Of t his di s t L"1.ct i on Tr ench says : 

1'here havo boen var:tous a..t.te!ll!)tS ·i;o di vi ne to each i ·ts ov11 propsr 
sphere of Il'.ea.n.ing o These , no·G s.lw2.;,s runn:Ll'lg in mro.ci;ly the &-JJ.e 
li11as~, h:J.Ve this in cor. uon, t..'la t in all ~-?I"4a i s recot:nh;ed as 
CY.pressing t.he M.g?1os·c. e.nc~ nobl est .24 

24Ro C. Tr02.1ch , ~onYJ!I§_ of ~~ ~i-: T0.££~8fl.R'.Zl~ (London.; Ke~....?l 
Paul !) 'l'ronch, 'l'ruebnor & Co. Ltd . , 191:>Jo 
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specrt.:tvely0 seys: "H:lsdon is 'i;hE, 1:2.ore general; mental excellemce in 

i'l:,s h i ghost antl fullest, senne. P-.l'lldenc0 :ls the sr,ecio.1 applico:liion of 

·2r.; 1-rlsd.om; its ori tical adjustme:n·t t,o :part,icuJ..ar ev.ses •11 ., 

Of -c.110 New Ter:Jtamol'lt dii'f'are:nce betwe011 sophia and Phrone0sis _ _..,____ __ __ ... _ 
T:conch s eems -~o hold th;,.i; it. i3 'the sumc cs ·a1a.t of Philo when he said: 

,o,;t-.. f' ·lv- t:,.e 1fe~.I /JE.e«:rf.tfA.v- Biou, ,;eJ-r"l'lf t:ft 1re~ ~vle1.c1vlY"6V' 

p ( o v J'u( K '>} 't tr. 26 The cmphas:ts :1.n ~ .r:?necsi~!I then, uou.ld b3 o:a 

• • • at present we doubt of t.he· r.icaning m1d d:lstinction of' t.hc, 
ve-::y uo1,.:1s~ '.l'his :ls certain , ·0ha t uhen ·thoy lll".J t:.'.~'lCl":Lb ed to C-ocl.3 
i:J1ey d.'Lffor o:11y i n ·i;hoir objcct,iv0s; o o • i,ho~ they a1.·e at­
t :dbutsd ·c,0 bc:1ieve:. s, wlsdom :roo.che :3 f.t11·tiicz,, uider II doepe2• :i e.:cc7. 
hi ghe:~ tho..n 1'."'louledge. Kno~-:ledge :ts s so to s re!lk, sigh·c.; ui.sd.om, 
s i cM:, ~Tith t as·tir3o K:aoul edge is of th·•nes ·w b3 done; uisdom:, of 
·Ghines et,e:r~'l ; hence aJ.so l) wisdom :J.iJ s ai d nRt to pass away ( I 
Co;:• ., 13:8) , and knouledga :ls ~ore frequcnto .,7 

S.~phia p:raktiscn , Ver.moegcti der recht3_ Be1.lZ't 3ilU.1"15, eJ.so das 
rich·i;iee zu trc.ffen, fuer den ent,s:prcche:r..cbn Zweck die e,-,,t.­
Sprechenden r~it,t0l zu i'indeno Gnco::.is ·l;:,100:retiscb., d,::rt::h­
scnauende U o l:l0b0ndc Erkemr'i:;uisdesVo!•lieg<ende~--nlso in­
sondc1:,heit, c:les ! lei1scher1 b soi~or Bedue1•...: tizkeit,-1:m di11~cl1 i~ 

____ _.,... _______ ...,... 

25_.S£:trv:b;'l. Ro V:1.nce·xt? Wo:r-1 St.ucU.es :ln the Jeu j;'api:.;,'ll~ (Neu Yo:t.~!r: 
Ch.z.,.::'.'leE .Scribnar~s Sons3 lo/-i5J ,·-rfi:7 19lo ,...-

27,Tohn A.1-bsr'\j Ban~al, §.'19~ of ~ New I.9.~:~ 11e_p.:~, Tra.nsla:i:.ed by 
1-ewis .nnd Vincent {Pil.iladelpltla = Perkin:9ine & Higgins, Ne-:-1 Yo3:!~! . 
Sheldon & O·:>r.1pany, J.862), I I, 235. 
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se:i.11er Wcish0it Zweck und Ultwl zu b3st,i.'ll!lcn .. 28 

uh:Ue :U;~ rela.tsd words aro notl' :i.o cor.a.wo:n op:'b:l:imi. Vincent, clearly 

S:.:' .. ya~ 

It. :ls a greed on u.l J. hs.11dD ·i;h::re, w.:sdmJ. is the nobler a.ttribute, be­
i ng bov.ntl up -:.rl-th mo1"8.l chnra.ct.er as knowle.:lge is mto !!once 
~?ph:lq :ls ascribecl :i.;.1 Sc1,::1ptu.1'a only ·to God 01 .. -to crood ::oou ti ·..ui!.ooG 
i t. :i.s used i.i.-011.ico.lly ( :.C COl.'o l :20; 2:6) o o • As applied t,o 
hunl.';l.l'l s.cqii..a.inturwe u5:th cli:vino ·l:.hin!rs, g;...oqsis is the lower i; 

E.¥$1~ ·l;ho higl1er g-i;.9.ge . Knowledge rne.y iasu.s i.t"'l e:elZ-conce:l:i~ 
It is •.-risdom. th:J. t builds up the raan ( I Coro 8 :1) o ?.9 

Crn1:1e1,,.J(oeg0l ho.vu au i :ntor.esting note on tho diff er~nce bet:-1ee11 

S .?. v-i!tg uill (i:.1 Gorj_nt h:lans, Efhosians , O.:ilo~sfo.n:; al~oa't i dentica2. 

dotaD.o 

In conclusicn Cr eme~:'.' s-::.ys ·t.1·w:i:. ~ppia b.1 ·c.he Haw Test:imcn"i looks 

·c,uo :-iUys 3 acco:rd:lngly as it a.ppe2r2 ii."1.i'lUJ.:mcotl by eithe::? ('c ;;}ek or Jeu-

men'!:,. I::a the former case it, appros>.ches t.he Greek idea of ).?.~~, 

23st:i.·aek-Zoecklor9 Die pi~icfe ~..31 g_~ '.glessru..on:il<~~, Galater11 

Kor inthcr, ~ ~~ (I·:uenchen: Beck'sche Vc1~lagsbuchhandlung, 1894), 
s ~ 5180 

p .. 13lo 
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in ·Gho sense of.' a tot:il world. -;.rieu o:i:---len·cs:ted in God, 1 .. 0sul ting fro!l a 

penetration :irrt,o God'c plcm of sa.lvntiori f'or the wo:!'ld. '.fhi s fu...""'lli::ib.es, 

:i.:,-: -the eyes ·or the !'ai.r Tot.ltar:tant 1rrit :3!'S) t h.€: key for the proper under­

s·cw.tH.ne of t he world and i ·;,;s hi:.roory·. 

I 



CHAPTER III 

THE INFLUEI'1CE OF JUDAISM UPON PAUL'S WISDOM THEOLOGY 

It is natural and logicv.l to assume that. the heredity and environ­

ment of' Sail1t P.a.u.19 under the Holy Spirit's direction:il played an 

important i."Ole in the development of his ·theology. The extent of th.is 

herodi'ts.ry a:cd e:mrlronmsntal i!lfluenee has long baen debatedo It is 

believed by soma that the Apostl~ was influenced clli~fly by his contact 

with Juda.imno others hold that his theology reflects the syncretism 

of Hellenistic thought. 

It must be rel.l"..e:mbsrad at the out.set that no lilattsr -what termi­

nology or philosophice..1 concepts Paul may have assimilated into his ·· 

thinking, his J<iheology was something entirely net·T and dif'ferento Sa.int 

Paul, like Joh.Tl, took over current concepts and tems, a:nd filled thezn 

with new maa11ing. Righteousness became .for him a new R:i.ghteousness. 

Hisdom became a. new Wisdom.. 'l'he vision of' Dlmascu.s revealed to hi.'!l 

a specific Righteousness and a. speoi:r."io Hisdomo 

To detemino just how Paul's Wisdom of God dif'f'ered from all 

previous or contemporary conceptions of 1~fisdoms it will be necessary 

to review the ideas of a personalized Wisdom current in Paul1s day. 

Hou did Paul conceive of' Wisdom before Ihmasou.s'? What were t.he con,.. 

eeptious of pre-Christian Ju.daisru and H-elJ.enistio _syncretism concerning 

Wisdom? 

We a:re acquainted with the .fact that the Apostle Paul was a 

Pharisee 3 and a devout one at tlw.t. Hi:;i ·was the opportunity of study-
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ing under one of Pharisaism I s gres.teot teache:ro o Re was therefore 

\-roll-versed :In the Old Testa.r.aent Scriptures ru:id the Rabbinioo.l tra.­

ditions,. 

!k)spit0 it.s dead. dogmaM.sm and cold formalism9 Pharisaism served 

c. definite purpose in God1s plan for mnkind. In an age of heathen 

syncrat:lsm ·l;he Pharisees preserved the worehip of the true C-od and 

paved the uay for Christi!Jnity. 

It was f'rom Pha:risaism that Pe.uJ. recei"i.red his high reward for the 

Old T0si:.9Jneut. His 2•eferenees and quotations froza its pages reveal 

his respect for it.s v.uthentici ty a.s."'ld authority o ln1en he preached L'1 

t llo syn:1.gogt.i.asj he sought to p:r.•ove 11.f'rol'll the Scr ipturestt t.hat Jesus is 

the Messicl.ls, the Christ of Go<t. He had been able to see many of its 

pro1~1ecies fulfilled i.~ his precious Lo~o 

Christimtlty in its inception was a relit;iion of the Je,rso Even 

though Paul 0mphasized the 1 .. m.:brersal. character of tho Gospel, he began 

h:ls preaching in the syna.gogueao It is t.herefore logicul to assums 

tb.a't PauJ. Hould employ Jewish terminology and ideas of expression in 

his speech and ·:ln his epistles. Since a part of our problem is to 

doterm.ina ,methe1• oi~ not Paul· identi!.":i.es Gh:eist ltlth the \iisdorr. of C-od, 

we shall e:>Gamine the cr:~~ii .. :1.ons of oonte.'Ilporary Juda.ism:, wher e it had 

long been custorr.ary t,o s1;aak of Wisdom a.s a person distinot from Jahuaho 

Wha11 and where did this personifica:l;ion of Wisdom. begin? It will 

be Om" endeavt>r in t..1-iis e..l:iaptar to present 83 concisely as possible 

the origin and development or the Old Testament Chol~1c.h and its 

.functions in God and man. Our compilation of the theories projectoo 

must necessarily bo limited in keeping with the scope of this thesis • 
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Orig:i.n of the PersonS.fica tioI! of Wisdom 

~l'hat Choknla.h in the Old Testament i s JC.Or"" than a mere attribute 

of God i s adduced. by the m.a.jor5:liy of s cholars o l·bst believe t..'1-iiat the 

perso11ified Q!~s especially in Proverbs 8, ls identifiable with 

Christ, but t hey are :aot agreed upon the 01.·igin of this persordfieation. 

Ranldn, 1 uho plncss much emphasis on the :i.n.f'luence of Isra.el rs 

neighbors in the development or her r eligion and theology, claims th.Bot 

the personifier,. tion of wi sdom i s :in keep:lng with the co!!l:i.ng of a defi-

11i "iie mono·theisrn in I~rael. Espec:L.11.ly after t,.1-te exile~ he. says~ Ja.liveh 

becomes f or Is:t>e.el a. transcendent Beingo I:a order that there rrey be 

contact between 1IlEl.n and this supra-mundane God:, it was necessary that 

ther<.;i be inter.mediaricso These Here angels, Hho were substitu~d for 

-the deities of: polytheismo They l ater became the equivala."lt of divine 

at,tribu.tes, :representing the functions of t."1e Supreme Bcinge 

Thus, ex_pl ains Ra:a.ki.Tl, The §Eiri t,2 of God and the Hord.3 of God 

became hyposta.s0s or per sonifications of divine activity and power. 

Wisdom is in l ·il{e mw-ner per.son i 'fied, 4 recei vine a higher place than 

the Spi:d-t or the Hord..5 (Of this relationship between Wisdom and the 

101ive1• Shaw Ra.nkins- Jsrae~ Wisdom L:tt(;)rature (Edinburgh: T .. & 
To Clark~ 1936) 9 Po 222 f f o 

2Job 33:4; Jud. 16:15; Apoco Bar. 23:5 as Horld craa1;ing pover ; 
Sap . Sol .. 1:7 as filling all t.hin.,C'S; Is. 63:10 as ruling in history., 

3ps . 107:20; D.9-:50., 

4Prov., 1 ... 9.; · ,Job 28; Sµ-ach 24:3-6; Baruch J:9 .... 4;4 and in I & II 
Enoche 

5Pa."lkin11 2£• £llo $ P• ~ ... 
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Word., Uisclom ru'l.d ·Ulo um, nnd Wisdom and the Spirit, more will be said 

letter.) 

While Rankin believes tho. t f or~ign religions, espeoia11y Percda."'l. 

e.nd Iro.nia.1 cul ts, were instrumental in devaloping the personification 

of Hisdom:. he is fail" in his presantutio!': of opposing views.. He cites 

t.he conolus-ion of F.d.uard M'3ye1", 6 1,,fuo believes that al though tha 

person:ifice.tion oi' Wisdom 1has its analogies in Zoroast1~ia.n;ism', yet 

H, i s c:'~ ;na tu:r·a.l and jy,.dependent produc~G of Je·~dsh thought 1 • 

lie also presents the view of. Heii.:rl.sch? who agrees in the illain wi t..h. 

Heyer when he s nys: 1.Au at'tribut,e of Jahveh h!i.s grol'm into an hyposta.­

ois t hroueh t ho urge of poetio speech to descr-lbe divine attributes as 

persons i a process in which supei·iw:tur.al guidance was not im.nting 1 • 

Then Re.n.kin proceeds to s trengthen his own conviction by quoting 

Bousset. and. Bu1 t mBJ.m.. 11Bousscrt rightly rerr~:.'.'ks t.b.at this personified 

Wisdom i emerges so suddenly 5.11 Jewis.b. li t t;>:t~.:tura and so mysterio'Usly 9 

that we way a:\; once ooncluda t.hat i ·t is of alien origin' 11 • He sympa­

thizes with BultL13.D:.i'l also, who s ays : n 'Hisdo:u1 speculation is not of 

Jew1sh origin. The flgn:re (of Wisdon) and i·ts mythos cazmo-'l.i be ex­

plained. from Israelitish-Jewish premises1n .. 

Rylaarsdam also str esses the siJrdle.rities betwesn the wisdom move-
n 

ments of' Babylon11 Egy"pt.9 and Israel .. 0 He points to Israel ts assilld-

~111 9J2. • _g_i:{;. p P• 2Z1 • 

'lfumldn, 2,lle ill•, P• 228 .. 

SJ0 Coert eylaarsdam» Revelation!!! Jewish Wisdom Literature 
(Chicago9 Illinois: University of Ch.ieago Press~ e.1946), P• 18. 



lation of forei~ ~aligious elei:-uents 02 an establi~hed Tact: 

o e • T'ue ca-pa.city or Hebrew religion to nssimila.te f'oraign 
fo!'ms and ideas is historically attested in many '.1e::,s. Students 
of Hebr.,m- chr5.liz9.tion and culture have repeatedly sho1.r.a i.low 
specH'ic feats ruw. r:i.tes11 once celebrated in honor of other 
deities:; o ~ u -were ultm.ately incorporated. i.'U the Yalmcl-1 cultu.s., 
• Q .. Thus the rules of life an.1 tho ideas or htlll'~ exist,ance, 
.-.rh:tcb. ~rero the wisdom fr.i~ven to men by such Bs.bylonia:a. and r~gyptian 
deities as Ea, Sha.tnaSh, Re, Toth, ar!d Horus)' were attributed to 
Yahweh; and Ye.hm,,J.1 b3cer:10 the {,'U&.:rautor of the l"&\ra....-r'ds that re­
sulted i'rom obeying t.he l"Uleso Finally , it. falls out that only 
a Jew who knoy;::s ancl obeys the Mosaic Law is capable of poosessillg 
or. pl"Of iting by this wisdome · 

One may conclude that the vieus and theories concern:h,g ·c.he origin 

of the personification of Wisdom ara apeoule.tive. They co.nnot ba 

his·~orically deter.nined. This much is evident: that the Hebrew con­

ception of Wisdom wa.s peculiarly cli:f'i'erent f :m:iu any othero E<.ren though 

t.he holy writers of the Old Testament. rNJ.y have used ter-clS current in 

their day, t.hey f'illed them 1.d.th neH 8.lld differ.ant concepts i:.·o ha.."r'iilonize 

with their t rtte worship of Jahueh. 

We can.not, then, accuse early Judaism of syncratismo T'.:1eir use 

0£ foreign terminology does not inqJly acceptance of foreign philoso­

phies · and religious beliefs., Wisdom from its bagi.n.-rrl.ng was £or Israel 

a specific Wisdom with a specifi.c P'.lrpose and function for J almeh 1 s 

chosc~1 people .. 

l?o.nctions of the Personified 11isdom 

The writer found a concise and complets outline of the functions 

of the perso1'lif'ied Wisdom of Prov. 1-9 in the previously msntioned 

work of o. s. R..<>.nldne 9 We shall employ this outline witJl only slight 

9Ranld..n, .QI>o cit., Pe 243. 



ravision: 

l) W:isdom was begot,ten of ·God before tho \rorld Has creat-ed. 

2) She ·m.r;; i nstalled or appointed by C-od either to rule or to ba 
an associate uith Hilil in Hi s rule. 

J} Hisdo111 was a master o:f i-,orka or artificei .. wnose plans fo:r- the 
creat,:i.on were evidently s tudied and app:rov-ed. by Jehve, Jahve 
Himself b~ing the C:raator.10 

4) Hisdom is an asaoaia.te o:f Jahve in whom He has cor,St.~t de­
light. 

5) Wisdom!s Inessag0 f.l.nd functions are pa:rticu.J..arly concerned with 
I'Af.1.rJd.nd: ~'he reveals the way of life and :righteousness. 

6) Uisdom's dwelling or house has seven pillars. 

7 ) She is contrast.ad. with Folly (or ttwomru1t: of f'oolishneaa) , and 
uhat She bestows is compared with i:Th,..,.t Folly offers: the ways 
of Folly are Death. 

8) 'l'ho clw.racte1"' of Wisdom's message is a p:roelam.ation of 'l'ruth., 
Righteousness, Knowledge~ and Judgment, Justice, or La:1,r. 

I n the rem.ai.nde1' of t.his che.pter we s..h.all briefly s1m;r;1;u1•iz0 these 

eight poj_nts under t wo main divisions: A.. awisdo:m 1s Relation to t..\ie 

li',. ther11 ; B. 11Wisdom is Relation ·iY.> H,:utldnd.11 • L:rt.e1 .. in Chaptci .. s V and 

VI ue shall again use these di vis:tons when we analyze Pau.1 1 s coneeption 

of. Chr ist as t he Sophia. on the basis of his epistleso 

Wisdom 1 s Relation To 'l'he Th.ther 

la Wisdom ·was bog-0tt0u of C-od before the Horld uo.s created. 

In Proverbs 8:22-2.3 we raad. : nThe Lol'\.i possessed me (uisdora) in 

10.Fm.~ 01;;:r purposes wG sha.JJ. change point 3 to read: ••• whose 
plans for the craation were sha.red by Je.hve, baing co-C:reater with 
Jahveo 



the beginning of His way, before His wor.ks of old . I wae set up from 

everlast ing , i'ror.i t.,':le beginning1 or ever tha ear.th was . 11 

S<.>.hola.rs are aro:-aed t hat ProV>:):::-b s 8 spee.ks of. a. personalized 

Wisdor.l exist ing before the ~roe.t:lon of' t he 1,10rld . Since Scr i ptUJ.-e i s 

very clea,.-:- on this point., there is no ar gm;-..ont. The difficult y ba!51~ 

when thG ~ of. Froverbs 8 is i dentified w.i.t h Chr i st .. This raises 

·i;..iJ.e question: Is the Chol~ t1er-aly t l1e first of al.1 cr eated t hings r, 

oz• clid i t pr oceed from the !i'z.t her of et ern:tt y? 

Accol"ding t.o Deli t!:jsch the Cholonah, w}"l..ile i t i s a pouer active h1 

t.hl1 cr-oo.t:lon of' the wo1~1d, it has it,seli' been created. B:e speaks of 

Uisdom as n creature .a.bove all othel· cr.eat~ceso h .. o,7erbs 8 :22 is ma.de 

to reo.d; 11 'I'l10 Lo1-d prepared (not possessed) me. II 
0 O Re says: 

Die Ht3isheit ist nicht selber Gott, sonder."JJ. Gottes, sic hat der 
neut es taraentliche Off enbarung zufolge iA-n L-0gos persomtliches 
D~se:i.n0 absl:' int 11:l.cht der Logos selbst; sie i st die: Heltideei 
welchc, einmal ent worf en, C"Otto gegenstaendlich ist., nicht a.ls 
t.f.ldtes Schemen 11 soude:t-n a.ls l ebendigt3s Gei s tesbild; s i e ist das 
Urbild de;:- \'!el"l:;3 wclches aus Gott ent ata.nden vor C-ott. s t eht, die 
Hel t der Idoe ~ ,,~elche da.s i•iediUI!l. zwi sc.hen der Got the5:r. l.l!ld de!' 
Hel t der Hirklichkeit bildet, die bei der Entstehi.mg u:nd Vollen­
dung o.0r Welt, so uie Cott· diese hs.'ben l·rlll., betheil igto geistige 
Hucht~ Di.ese Uei sheit personificiert hi.er der D'lc.ltter, er r edet 
1Yi cht vom pe:r.·soe:al i chen Logos, aber der wei t er e Of f'.snbarungs­
verl a:ui' wei s t :il1r e i'aktis c.'le Personif'ica·;,i~n in l o gos !'..ach.ll 

Thi s paragraph provides a cornprehausive, synopsis for the vlews of a 

l ar ge number- or scholars .. 

Ot her s regard the Chokma.li in Proverbs 8 as more tha.11 a poetical 

personif'icat iono They consider it, an hypostatisation ref'errin.g to 

•11earJ. F 0 Keil und lt~c-a.'l'lz Dclitzsch, Biblisc.her l(om,:1,ent a.r ~ 
das Alto Te sJoo.ment. Die Poetischen Buec.11er des alten Testaments von 
Fran~litzsoh., Dritter Band: Das Balomonisc.he Spruchbuoh (Leipzig: 
Doer ffling und F.rankG, 18'73), p .. 1.41 ff., 
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Christ, the 12f~ of ,Toh:a. Some hold tlw.t t.-0 <leny the eternity of the 

Chokrr>4! woulc1 mean the den:tru. of t.'te et.er.mu. eeneration o:t the Sono 

stamp ,,f." Aria.niS1.Qa It would be possible tor R man ·l;o deny th/9 eterna! 

genoratiorl of. the Ch~ a.n<l st:tll beliew: i xi the eterml gcnera:~fo:n 

or Chr;.st.. J.f it is def iui tely p:c.'ovecl tha:t the Cho Jonah is the J.0K9S 

of J ohn, theu of course , t ,he:,.,,a uould bo r..o c.l"gtlliJSnt, sir.ce Jom1 

defini t ely speaks of the eter.a~1 beget,ting of ntha Hord.11 o 

I'i:. i.s not ou.r :purpo:1e at this t.:i.rne i:.o p:v0v0 t.tiat the Choktaah of --
Pr.-,v\1:r:rm 8 :ts the '}'.~go~ of John. Su.f.fice i t to say that. 1-;hen Proverbs 

~ o Wis<lon1 was :LnstaJJ.ed or appo::i..l1ted by God cHhe:.• to rule or to 
be s.n asnociate with Hi.Tl!. in His r.Jle. 

In Proverbs 8:22- 2.3 He find that Wisdom is spoken of s.s ho.ving 

been £'.£2:~ht forrlh or E;~nerat,ad. I t 1-rou.ld seem31 then, that Hisdom was 

:-r0m than P..n at-tribute of C--otlo It would appear to be e. distinct entity9 

Could this be the nmy Lord" of PsaJ.:m. 1107 We read there : 11T"ne 

!.F.>rd s aid m1to 1!\}~ Lord, Sit thou at Hy right Hand.I' until I :make thine 

enem:les thy f'ootstooJ. o 'l'he Lord shall sencl the rod of t.."1.y strangth 

out of Zion and rule thou :i.J.1 the m.i.dst of thine enemies. 11 

'1.'ha-t ivisdom i s operative in the rule of the world is indicated by 

verses 15 and 16 of Proverbs 8 : r1By me kings reign, Slld princes 

decree jusi;iceo By me p:t•.i.nces :rule,, and nobles, eiren ill the judges 

of the ea1~th11 ~ The latter part of the ahapte:;• indicates that Wisdom 
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rtlos i-rlth 'iiho I•'ath0~· over al:L t,he ai'f'ai!'S of m0no 

3o Wisdom was e. mast.er. o:t' uo~.'l:s 01 ... artificer wnose pla."ls foT t.he 
c:roo:liiou wey,0 shared 17.r J t-.hvo, being co- Cre:i.to? with Jo.hvc. 

by ux1dcrst-.-mding hath He e:.rhablished the hec.vcns 11 
.. 

Scho1~1·s ar0 agreed that Hisdom \-ras present a:t t.lie t ime of 

craatlouo ~lhether O'I' not she w~.s ac·14Y.elx present i s an.ot her natto~ ... 

Crucio..l :Ln det.eriaini."l.g this ;,.c'i;ivc pr esence of Cho¥.l!lah in the creation 

is tho tra..'111.slation of verse 30. The K:lng Je.mes ve:r·s i on reads: aT'nen 

I was by h im, as one brought up w:i. th him11 • Some scholars ma.i.'l'lt ain that 

~ does not simply r.1ean "broug..~t _upn !I but that it. is :rola'i:.-3d to fue 

artif icer of all things . 

D:ili tzsch con::dders the Chofuiw.."1 ~ 11i'oz-ceu 9 Cl"eated by God. to 

assist H:i.Jn in the work of creat ion. Thos e uho regard thG Cho!w.ah as --
the ~ ~-~o~ m.:.turally objoc·t 3 for such a:.t1 int-3rprets.tion uould 

deny the pz.:cticipcrtion of Clu .. is-t in the cTee,tion or t.ho worla..14 

l,,.o Wisdom is an e.ssoei:rte of J a...11ve in uhos He has eons·c;ant de­
light. 

12psa.J..m 10/_. also speaks of Hisdom sharil'1g :1.n the uork or c:reo.i:,ion, 
although it cannot b3 proved "I;~ be t he Personal Wisdomo 
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'l'he tom U.,, 'f.1 ui¥:ii is s ai d to have spiri t u.al s i gni f i cance 

·thToughout. ·;;.1e Old 'l'e ~vi--!'!lent, ,.15 !t is never c. cri.1"'11 .. a l plcasur~ .16 Fo:c 

'li:-iosa uho ident i fy ~ with Chris t t here :ls n s t i•ik:ina !Ja:::allel t.o 

Son:; i n lJho:'C :r eL1 wall pl easetL 11 

Hisdon I s Relat i on t o i-umki nd 

1.. Hisdort11 s message c.ud f'w.1ctic..nz ar0 par t i cula:rl~-. concBr nej :ri t h 
ITtLulkind : She :.•avcv.ls t he way or l ife and right eou snes s. 

Hi.sdom is rurt. only the ob,jeet of' delisnt . · She he:..·s eli' rej oices 

and dol:.z;hts ui·i;h ·the sons of !!le:: (F:roverbs 8 :31). 'J.'his del i ght. '.'!:'e<--

m:lnds U'1 of.' t.l-to croo.tio!1 accou:at.1> uhe:i.·c J ol!,,re}1 says of His 1.mrkp 11fu ;:;, 

it uc.s good11 • l'i:, warJ a j o;y• £'or HisdorJ t o .see wha·i; She ha.d ~reat sd., 

.<artic.mJ.a::-1y docs .Sho del:i.ght ~~ man, t he c:co:.m of creat ion. 

Hiadon invites :m-in t o partake of what S'ne ox!."\~?J o 11Blessed are 

t hey t,h,'.}.t keap my uays 11 • He:r wo.ys e.x·e t..'le ways or J.ifo!I for nuhoso 

i'indeth r.,e :i fiD.de·i;h 1:lfe; 0 0 o ru.l they th~t love me rw:i:,0 deat h II o 

The ~0 rum accep·ts her and is led to God; only t.ne f ool says , 1"El'lore 

~-s no Coda o 

2. Uisdom • s dt·relling or house has se~ren pilln:rs o 

1!i sdom I s house i;:1 Proverbs 9 :1 i s contrast ed w:1:th 'c.he house of the 

h.'.l:dot (Proverbs 7 ;8). Some s chole..Ts hol d tha.t this is a roferanco t o 

t he 3even pl anet s H'hich \.Jei:'e considGr0d t.he seven p.Ul aro 0£ the H'.J!'ld. 

15QE_. Ps o 119:2.4.; Jer . 31 :20. 

16nudol p.li He n s cy, Th~ Pe r ~ }i2:_s~?oEJ ~ ¥Tovil:rJ2E Jg.zJ1t (B. D. 
'.l'hes:i.s 3 Concordia »amim'.TJ', St . LouiEJ :i x·!o. , 1945) 1 pp . ~.6- 9. 
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s-'Gru.c-turo.. Ot!1~rs b~licvo ·i;11ori;'J i."3 a. refere.c"lco to the seven pill~,c 

of the touer of BE-b01o1? 

A:o.othc1."' vieu ma:u:rta:Ins that t...'1.io seven pillaz,s a.ra not ·Che p-i J ·1 e:.."::: 

o:r. wlsdon's 1 ouse, but of herself\ Seven 

Some sch:>lar-.::: m':.l.intai,1 t,hat Hisdom Is honso :ls the spi:r:i tu..~ mld 

of tho bociy of' true boliovo:•s ( I Cor. 3 : 17) , which house is 112:10~ r:JS.d~ 

u5:iih hu.uc.s, etor;.w.1 i n -~he h~aVl;:!lE i, ( II Cor., 5; 1) JS 
3o Hisdor,, is cm::rtrc1.stei u:lth Tully {or 11,.!"Q?Ya'.;_11 of' foo1is..lm .... ss), 

and ,::hat She bestows is CO]Jf'..ared trlth w.2t. Folly of'fers: the 
1m..y s of' FolJ.y are ds c:i;ho 

:ls r:.i. foreign goddess, mor:rt 1:Utely Astarte, uhosc p:r:i.estessce :nvi·~ th0 

yow:13 I sraelites to be thei1~ parc.ners in t.hc :?ertility cw:ts.19 '1:lds 

:roulc. accour.·~ for -the ~lus:lons t o Folly as an o.tlv_lteress imd a ha:rlot, 

here hm;0 a bacJ:::g1--01tr..d f m ... the com on expression: 11.1\nd I srael 1,1eni:, 

Hhatcver tJ.10 refer,anco g we e:re cert?.ill t.h1?:t Foll y is in direc'i:. 

l 7 Jamieson:, F'ausso·t:.!l Bro1'm.:.i Pt. ~en·~~:y, Qrj. ti9a+~ ~~~im~:1.tsJ.!) 
mid Practical~ on the Old a.'ld New Tastuments (Phib.delphie.: J ., B. 
Ll1)pi.1'lcott, & co:T;Tir~ t)i .. - - --

181.l?;l~ .. 
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