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before your house, remember that you hear, as the

Psalm says, great princes and lords. I have myself

been such a beggar pupill, and have eaten bread before

houses, especially in the dear town of Eisenach, though

afterwards my beloved father supported me at the Uni-
versity of Erfurt with all love and self-sacrifice, and
by the sweat of his face helped me to the position

I now occupy; but still I was for a time a poverty

student, and according to this Psalm I have risen

by the pen to a position which I would not exchange

for that of the Turkish Su%tan, taking his wealth

and giving up my learning. 0 .

We also know that begging was an accepted practice and
that even boys of well-to-do parents participated. Mathesilus
states of Luther in Magdeburg: "Like many a child of respected
and wealthy parents, this boy also shouted in the streets."”
He later adds: ™. . . there (in Eilsenach) he for a while also
sang for his bread from door to door." 1 Neither Scheel nor
Schwiebert accept the theory that Luther was so poor he was
forced to beg for food In the streets, but rather, that he
was well-toedo, As stated earller 1n thls thesis, Hans
Iuther renewed a five-year contract in 1507, purchased a home
in 1507, and when Luther entered Erfurt in 1501, he was enter-
ed on the records as one who "had". Why then did Luther, 4&n
the sermon referred to, c¢all himself a 'poverty student'?
Schwiebert replies:

An examination of the purpose of the sermon indicates
that Luther was sesking to persuade parents to send
thelr children to school even though they might not

901bid., p. 126.
S1lrbig, .
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possess the mgcessary funds for the student's entire

support. He polints out thet being a student, even a

poverty student, 1s no disgrace.and in support of this

statement cltes both the Pope and himself as former
students, He further emphasizes he was a "beggar
pupil", but that such a position is no disgrace and

he would not now exchange places with the sultan.

It 1s certaln that Luther begged. It 1s also certain
that many well-to-do students also begged. But whether at
this time Luther was, as he sald a "poverty student" or to
which degree he was at this time able to be supported by
his father, may remaln a question that cannot be answered
because of insufficlent data. However, whether poor or
well-to-do, he never spoke of the singing with distaste but
rather spoke highly of it.

Concerning the Frau Cotta story, 1t is known that Luther
knew the Cottas., But how the relation began brings two dif-
ferent versions., The Cottas, Kunz and Ursula, were a very
distinguished famlly in Elsenach, as were the Schalbes, to
whom Ursula was related, Schwlebert believes that since 1t
1s rather well established that Luther tutored little Henry

Schwalbe, that thus the relatlon began and that he livedwlth

' the Cottas and ate with the Schalbes.“° On the other hand

Kgstlin and Boehmer and others believe thut Frau Cotta took
Luther in her home as he was begging, because she had noticed

his singing at church, Boehmer states "that from all appear-

521b14.
531v1d., p. 127.
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ances he was well satisfled with his lot when one day a
"matron" or distinguished lady, who had noticed his carnest
singing and praying in church, offered him free board in
her housa."® So also Mathesius states that Frau Cotta took
Luther into her home because she like‘“hia singing and de=
vout praying in the churchas.“35 Though this has been much
embelllshed, that she took in a poor, helpless student,
yot 1t seems that through hls singing he was first recelved
into this graclous home. At any rate, here Luther enjoyed
a home where he was at ease and where there was also a deep
religious atmosphere. As mentioned, it was also here where
he met some distinguished guests, including the Vicar of St.

Marien, who was in charge of the Franclscan monastery.

34Boehmer, op. eit., p. 18.
S5gchwiebert, op. ¢ib., p. 127.




CHAPTER IIIX
THE UNIVERSIIY OF ERFURT

In 1501, when Luther was elghteen, he entered the Uni-
versity of Erfurt and was regilstered as "Hartinus Ludher
ex Mansfeldt." Erfurt was at the time Germany's most famous
university. The poﬁulation at the time is estimated at abaut
20,000 people. The town is located. on the Gera River In
Thuringia, not far from Elsenach. It has been called a
"miniature Rome," having "2 endowed churches, 22 cloisters,
23 cloister churches, 36 chapels and 6 hOSpitals.“l Un-
doubtedly th;gdimpressed him more than his study. It is
significant that the father recognlsed in Martin an in-
dustrious, bright boy and wanted his education furthered.
He wanted hlm to study the law, as thls was the best way
of advancement, both In the church and in the state. It
has been noted that the father was able to pay his fee in
advance. Thils enabled him to be free all the university
years and made him happy. He wrote to a friend: "I am

settled at college as happily as possible."2

1E, G. Schwiebert, Luther and His Times (St. Louls:
Concordla Publishing House, 1960), p. 1

: ®Barend Kuiper, Martin Luther, The Formative Years
(Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1943), p. S52.
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That Luther was glfted we see in that he recelived his
Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts degrees in the minimum
of time required. He recsived hils A, B. degree in 1502,
ranking thirtiseth in a class of fifty-seven, Tho M. A.
degrec he recelved also in the shortest possible time in
February of 1505, and ranked second in a class of seventeen.
The University of Erfurt taught the "via moderna™, in which
was stressed that reason should be used to 1ts fullest ex-
tent in the matters of ths world, but not in matters of
faith., The leading propcnents wers William Occsm, d'Allly
and Bisel. The "via antiqua®, with St. Thomas the leading
propcnent, attempted to use human reason in the search for
truth. |

The two professors who Influenced Luther the most were
Jodocus Trutvetter and Bartholomew Arnolda of Usingen. Trut=-
vetter deplored the "hair-splitting" of Scholasticism, Also
because of Trutvetter, "Luther was opposed to medieval cosmo-
logy all his 11fe."® Usingen also influenced Luther, distin-
gulshing between Arlstotle and the Bible.

-

In matters of falth he accepted the Scriptures as

an unerring guide to truth, whlle his conception

of the Church Fathers and later tradition as evalu-
ated in relation te the revealed Vord doubtless
influenced Luther in his later discovery of "Sola
Scriptura", or the principle of4relying on the Bible
alone in determining doctrines.

3JaroslaV'Pe11kan, From Luther to Kierkegaard (St., Louils:

Concordia Publishing House, 1950), p. Oe
4Schwe1bert, op. eit,, p. 135,
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From these men Luther recelved sort of a dlstaste for
Aristotle, especlally when he later recalled how much men
knew of Aristotle and how 1little of the Bible. The criticiasm
of Aristotle in theology by Usingen was probably the reason
why Luther rejected Scholastlcism in the Wittenberg cur-l
riculum. ZIuther's course of studles at Erfurt were logilc,
dialectics, grammar, rhetoric, arlthmetic, natural sciences,
ethics and metaphysics.

How much was Luther influenced by Humanism? Erfurt
had such Humanistic tendencles. KOstlin states that

Erfurt could boast of having issued the first Greek

book printed in Germany in Greek type, namely a

gramuar, printed in Luther's first year at the Uni-

versity. It was the Greek and_Latin poets whoss

wriltings stirred the students.?
Because of Humanism Luther did read more widely the ancient
classics and Humanism did also further Bible study. Howsever,
the real impetus to his imner development came not from
Humanism, bud rather from his study of the Bible. Humanism
d1id cultivate a free, intellectual spirit to help distinguish
between truth and error. However, it did not shake him in
his subjectlon to the faith and authority of the church,
That thils' is true, we see that he very soon adopited the
monastic life. We do not find any evidence to indicate

any intimany of Luther with the circles of Humanists, nor

did they take particular notice of him.

9Julius KOstlin, Life of Luther (New York: Charles
Seribner's Sons, 1884); p. ol.
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An important question at this time concerns hils 1life at
Erfurt. Was he, as Denifle and Grisar claim, an immoral
degenerate? Was this immoral life what led to hils entering
the monastery? It hardly seems necessary to say much on
this subject. Any unblased and truthful person will admit
that his 1life was pure. Smith states that his 1life "was
pure and godly may be inferred from the fact that his ens=-
mies never found any raeproach in 1t and because of the
absence of self-accusation."® Furthermore, at the university
there was a strict academlc controls The students lived in
"Bursen" or dormitorles, supervised by a master of arts., The
ractor and the dean visited the dormitorles quarterly and in-
qulred Into the character of the students. No student could
talke hls final examlnation unless the master of arts would
testify to the moral integrilty of the student. "This practice
was very important, since a degree from Erfurt impllied not

only an academic accomplishment, but moral integrity as

wall."? The students had instructions as to the kind and
number of prayers to be sald every day. The university also
made 1t almost impossible for students to come into contact
with women,

' Under the rules of the "Himmelspforte" students might

mingle with women only by permission of the rector and
then only at weddlings or other speclal occaslions. No

Gpreserved Smith, The Life and Letters of Martin Luther
(Wow York: H. Holt and Company, 1911), p.6G.

chhwiebert, op. cit., p. 132.



woman was ever permitted to enter the "Bursen" . . .

Even to visit a business place off the cempus required

permission, Nor were students permitted out of the

dormitories after closing hours except by special per=-
mission. This permission could be obtained only in
exceptional cases, and 1t was necessary for the

student to check out a lantern at the rector's

office, which he returned later 1nathe gvening

when re-admitted to the dormitory.

In such an atmosphere and with such supsrvision, it
would have been impossible for ILuther to decelive his fellow
students and the faculty. Ve have seen furthermorc, how
Luthor recelved his degrees in the minimum of time required
and that later he was recommended as a teacher for the
University of Wit tenberg,

Wo wight brlefly discuss here once again . where Luther
flrst came upon the Bible., As noted in the previous chapter,
Schwlebert and a few others place this discovery, not at
Erfurt, but at Magdeburg., Little did Luther reaiize when
he first saw the Blble that he would one day translate 1%
into German and that, beceuse of the Bilble, he would bring
about the Reformation and shake the very throne of the pope.
When Luther found the Blble, either at Magdeburg or Erfurt,
where 1t was chalned because of 1ts rarlty and expense, he
happened to open it to the story of Hannah consecrating her
boy to the Lord. That portion was not in the church service.
This created in him a desire for the Word. Of this finding

Boehmer states:

81bid., p. 133.
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He himself says only that when he was twenty years
0ld he happened upon a complete Bible the first time
in his life. It was in the university library, into
which one of the profeasors took him, He opened

the volume to the story of Hannah . . « He tells

us further that hitterto he had known only the

Sunday Gospels and was astonlshed to find such
entirely unfamiliar storles in the Bible, It has
been said that Luther could not possibly have
reached hls twentleth year without having seen a
Blble. But lnasmuch as he asserts this so posi-
tively, and inasmuch as the Bible did not figure
elther in the instruction of the lower schools or
in the curriculum of the arts coursg, we have no
reason for doubting hils statements.

Krauth and others agree with Boehmer. The dilscovery of .
the Blble, that there was more to it than just the Gospel
lessons, 1s so definite 1% cannot be denied. However, whe=-
ther the discovery was at Magdeburg or at Erfurt is difficult

to determine. Nor does 1t seem of utmost importance. The

discovery of the Bible is most important, for gradually the
Bible became for him the sole source of information, the
inspired Word of God. By 1521 he could say at Worms, "Here
I stand, I cennot do otherwise."

After receiving his master's degree in beruﬁry, 1508,
as his father desired, Luther turned to the study of the
law, Thls seemed to be the best paying profession for a
young man. He had the éxpensive set of "Corpus Juris" when
he on July 17, 1605, suddenly entered the Augustinfan monas-

t Gry.o

®Heinrich Boehmer, Road to Reformation, Translated
from the Germaan by John W. Doberstein and Theodore G.
Tappert, (Philadelphia: Muhlenberg Press, 1946), pp.30-3l.



CHAPTER IV
THE MONASTERY

Why did this gifted young law student enter the monas-
tery? Why did Luther end such a promising career by selling
his books, plan a farswell party, and then enter the monas-
tery in the company of his companions, who were in tears?
When he entered he thought it was for good. As he sald in
later 1ife: "I never thought to leave again the convent.

I was entirely dead to the world, until God thought that the
time had come." He entered though he knew it meant complete
surrender of sélf, a 1ife of poverty, chastity and obedience.
He entered though his father was against 1t, wanting him to
become a lawyer. Why?

It was not because he was dilsappointed in love, This
has been shown t§ be almost impossible., Nor was 1% because
he did not like law, for there were other professions he
could have chosen., Befcre much research was done before 1883,
many felt he entéred the monastery because of parental mis-
understanding, because of the abuse he received in school at
Mansfeld, and because of the begging he had tc do as a "pov-
erty student™ in Magdeburg and Eisenach, Smith says that

1rulius Kostlin, Life of Luther (New York: Charles
Seribner's Sons, 1884); p. 39.



B

33
Luther made the following remark about the punishments at
home: "It was this strict discipline which finally forced
me into the monastery, although they meant heartily well
by 1t. "2 But we have seen that this demand of strict
obedlence was characteristic of all households and schools
at the time. Through it though, Luther's conscience was
awakened and he learned a deep plety motivated by fear,
That he was poor when begging on the streets at Magdeburg
and Elsenach seems untrue, These points alone would not
have driven him into ths monastery.

After 1883 a different view was taken, Kolde, Kostlin
and others asserted that Luther's boyhood days werc no dif-
ferent from that of any other Catholic boy. His decision
to enter the monastery was a sudden, unpremeditated act. As
he was returning from a visit to his father's house on
July 2, he was nesr Erfurt, at the villags of Stotternheim
when a terrific storm broke over his head, Trembling with
fear from a flash of lightning, he fell to the ground and
exclaimed: M"Help, Anna, beloved Saint, I will be a monk.™

He then carried out his vow, sudden and spontansous, and
entered the ﬁonastery. Crotus Rubeanus 1s used for the cone
tention when he wrote to Luther in 1519:

Proceed as you have begun, and leave an example to

posterity; for what you do is not without the will
of the Gods., Divine Providence intended this when

2Preserved Smith, The Life snd Letters of Martin Luther
(New Yorky H. Holt anaTmpany,"El‘rT—"", D 24
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you, returning from your parents, were prostrated

%0 the ground before the town of Erfurt by a bolt

of lightning, like another Paul, and compelled to

wilthdraw from our sorrowing company into the wall

of the Augustinien monastery.S

Again, Luther wrote Melanchthon that he made hié decision
in a moment of terror and was forced rather than drawn grad-
ually into the monastery.® It 1s also pointed out that in
the lilddle Ages a flash ofvlightning was identified with the
wrath of God. ’

More recent wen, like Boshmer, Strohl, Holl and others,
adnit that Luther's boyhood days were not out of the ordine
ary, and that the Stotternhelm experience was the declding
thing. But 1t doesn't seem possible that the decision was
forced. Actually, there were many things that prepared
Luther for that momentus decislon. It wasn't all so simple
as just a bolt of lightning. Previous to the Stotterhheim
experience, Luther had done much thinking on his relation to
God. As Strohl correctly states: "The stroke of lightming
merely made him aware of what was already in his soul."S
Even Luther mentlons that hé was troubled over his salvation.
In a sermon in 1534 he states:

With reference to my previous experience, I was myself

a mork for fifteen years and diligently all through
these years read and dld everything I coulds Yet I

3
Ee G. Schwlebert, Luther and His Timea (st. Louis:
Concordia Publishing Hbuse, 1950), p. 1

41b14.
STbid., p. 142.
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::3 never able to console mgself regarding mwy bap=-

Goadiie, ptoras! SReHEHTNA  dokeaton i) COU i E

gracious ng?“ Such thoughts drove me into the

monestery.

Martin was a deeply religilous @ rson. He wanted to 1ive
a life pleasing to God. "What must I do to be saved?” was
the question of paramount Intersest to him. He never knew
whether he rendered satisfactlon enough to hawe a merciful
God. He once sald that doubt makes a monk. What if he would
die, would he be saved? OSuch were his thoughts whan the
Stotternhelm experlence occurred, and when he was scared,
entering the monastery was the natural climax of hils thoughts
and numerous other emperlences and lmpressions, Some of
these othar contributing factors have boen mentioned, There
was his training at home which sharpened his'conscience.
There was the improession received at Magdeburg of tho Prince
of Anhalt begging through the streets and Luther commented:
"Whosocever loocked upon him was deeply moved, and fels
ashamed of his saecular way of l1life." There was the scene
plcturing Christ as a terrible judge which made Luther terras
stricken. Then agaln Lutherwaw the pleture of ths ship
going to heaven with the monké and priests on board and
the laymen were struggling 1ln the water, trying to grab a
rope thrown to them from the ship. The teaching of i

church, rather than teaching salvatlon only through falth

61b1d.
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in the loving Savior, was to turn them to the Virgin Mary, to
saints, to lay hold of the Sacraments, to buy indulgences,
and to do penance. As the Catholic Clayton admlts: "Every-
thing in the Catholic doctrine of forgliveness 1s conditional
e« o ¢« It was presumption to be certain of dying in a state
of grace and gaining heaven."” 1In addition, every towm
where Luther was, was full of churches and monasteries,
steeples and spires, cloisters and priests, Finally, we
have seen his acquaintance at Eisenach with Vicar Johann
Braun, who was invited by Luther to his ordination to
priesthood,

In addition to all these impressions, there are two
others we ought to mention. Traveling with a companion,
not far from Erfurt, Luther accidentally ran his sword,
which after the custom of the students hung at his side,
into his leg, severing the cephalic vein, It bled profusely.
While his companion hurried to get a physiclan, Luther tried
to stop the flow of blood, pressing the wound, but the 1limb
swelled frightfully. In mortal fear Luther cried out, "Mary,
help me." Again the next night the wound opened and Luther
called on Mary. Later in 1life Luther said that had he dled,
he would have died trusting in Mary. The othér experience
which brought him face to face with death was the sudden death

7y4111am Dallmann, "A Catholic on Luther" (Excerpts from
Joseph Clayton's Luther and His Work"™), The American Lutheran,
(Novenber, 1945), XXVIII, p. 10, _

N
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of a friend, Melanchthon and Mathesius both state that the
sudden death of this friend fllled Luther with great terror
of the wrath of God and eternal judgment.8 X3

So it only seems plausible that his entry into the mona-
stery was the result of a consclence strengthened and deep-
ened by many experiences and lmpressions. The climax was
reactied at Stotternheim. The church had held before the eyes
of the people that monasticlsm was the highest Christian
ideal., TLuther thought that of all places, here he could live
a satisfactory life and win the favor of God. Both Smith and
Boehmer summarize it well, Smith states that "the reasl cause
lay in a torturing sense of sln and a longing of reconcil-
iation with God, experienced by many deeply spiritual Christ-
jans at one time or another in their lives."®

And Boehmer:

We are not apt to go wrong 1f we assume that a

resolution which had been prepared for the inmer

struggles of the last month, but which had been re-

pressed until now by doubts and scruples of one kind

or another, suddenly came to expression in that: moment

of extreme tension. For Luther was one of those men who

make decisions only after long and tenacious struggles

but whose decisions are crystallized abruptly in a

moment of tempestuous activity. We may conclude that,

inwardly, he was already on the way to the monastery

before the lightning flashed down on him at Stottern-

heim, The convulsive fear which seized him in that

moment only hastened the declsion but did not call
forth the mood from which i1t sprang.l0

' BSchwiebert, op. cit., pp. 142-3,
9smith, op. oit., p. 8.

105e1nrich Boehmer, Road to Reformatlon, Translated
from the German by John W, Doberstein and Theodore G.
Tappert, (Philadelphia: Muhlenberg Press, 1946), p. 34,




