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handiwork s·ays: 11It is not good ·chat man should be alone, 

I will make him a helper fit for him.w72 After the creati on 

of the "fi'c helper, rg the man e:xcla.i.ms: " This at last is 

bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she ~hall be called 

\'loman, because she was taken out of man. n73 Then follows 

not a con·cinua·i;ion of ·che woi"ds of Adam, but the utterance 

of God~ "Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother 

a"ld cleav~e to his wife :1 and they bot;h become one flesh. 074 

By these Words and actions God reveals to man His will 

and o:l:'.'de'.!' for the estate of mar1•iage. According to God's 

f ormat;ion of man, e urit helper0 is required, and in the 

fashioning of this complement God establishes the relation­

ship be'i:;ween a man and a woman the essence of which consti­

·Gutes marriage. It is important to note that not the in­

dividual man or woman is the focal point75 of this creation 

drama; rather, by Godvs design the main aspect is the possible 

and desired unity between a man and a woman. For God 

created this union of man and woman to have priority over 

any other hur11an relationships; it is the closest of human 

ties.76 

72aeno 2:18. 

?3ae·n. 2:23. 

74aen. 2:24. 

75Haas, po 11. 

76cf. Gen. 2:24. 
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In ·the accoun'G of creation in chapter one 'of Genesis 

further purposes of God are 1"evealed. nso God created man 

in his ovm image, in ·che image of God he created him, male 

and female he created themo 11717 Here a unique :relationship 

be"i:;ween God and man is established in 'Ghat God first of all 

created man, and, secondly, ·chat this design was after God 

Himself. Thus, in the creation of mankind begins a unique 

relationship of a man and woman to God and to each other. 

This relationship of husband and wife to each other becomes 

a deep channel for the grace of God to flow into their 

1.::.ves.., 78 In ·1;his connection, the teaching of Genesis chap­

ters one and t wo progresses beyond the stage of abstract 

though·c and acquires an existent;ial significance, as meaning 

is given 'Go what; is everyday experience .. 79 

In the marriage union God laid down the basis for the 

setting up of a unique community. ~an and woman are empow­

ez,ed 'l.vi·ch a creative f'o:-i?ce whe:rieby a community of two through 

·1;he birth of children is extended into the f'amily.80 Within 

this community wo~ks ·the will and purposes of the Crea.tor. 

It is of great significance to note that the figure of 

the BridegToom and Bride in marriage illustrates the 

77Geno 1:2'7. 

781-Iaas, P• llo 

79Pierre Grelot, r.Ian ana Hife in Scripture (New York: 
Herder and Herder, 1964)-; ~'7-Y:-- ~ 

80Haas, P• llo 
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:relationship of God to His p0ople both in the Old and New 

Testaments. In the Old Testament it is the figure of Yahweh 

and His covenant; relationship wi·i;h Isr2.e1.81 In the New 

Testament; i'l; is the figure of Ch:rist and the Chu1"ch. 82 

Speaking abou·t ·the biblical figure of marriage W. E. Hulme 

says: 

The biblical figure serves as a two-way contact 
b etwee n t he ordinar y common life of human beings and 
the mys·i:ieries of Godo On ·the one hand the familiar 
relationship of marriage provides a meaningful mental 
image by t'Ih ich ·the human being can group the intimacy 
a s u ell as the binding tie in the relationship of God 
to His people. On the o'l:;her hand the idea that Christ 
and His chu~ch form a marriage relationship presents 
an example of t;he marital ties after 1yhich human 
marriages should pa'Gtern themselves .8.:> 

Another aspect of the mar~iage figure in the Old 

Testament iz that who~edom is us0d in a spiritual sense to 

denote idolatz,y. 84 11 It implies ·chat the relationship of God 

to His people reserables the marriage bond because break:i.ng 

His covena1-it in any form by idolat:J?y is te1"med whoredom. 085 

81Isaiah 54:5,6; Isaiah 62:4,5; Jeremiah 31:31,32; 
Hosea 2:19,20; Hosea 4:1; Hosea 6:60 

82Ephesians 5. Cf. Ao Jo Crosmer, nMarriage, A Type 
of God vs Rela·tionship to His People, n Concordia. Theological 
Monthly, :XXVII Ofa:y 1956), 3~12o Cfo.F. w. Wiese, hr,~erital 
Imagery in Ephesians 5H (Unpublished Master's Thesis, 
Concordia Seminary Library, St. Louis, June 1965). · 

83w. E. Hulme, Pastoral Care of Families (New York: 
Abingdon Press, 1962), p. 18. 

841:isv. 17:7, 20:5-6; Numbers 15:39; Numbers 14:33; 
Jeremiah 3:1; 3:6-11. 

85crosmer, p. 372. 
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I n viewi ng the mar~iage b ond in the Old Testament as 

a covenantl) i t i s necessary to regard the consti tutive 

e lemen·c;s as far surpassing the l ega l e lements of a contract. 

Eve:ry marriage i s e. con.t:r'act ( berit;h) between a man 
and a woman (cf o Mal., 2 :: _5; Prov o 2: 1?). The legal 
relat i onship uh i ch results is c losely connected with 
a.ffec"l:;ive e l ements: love, fide l it:y, t r oth (cbesed). 
In the same ua.y t he cove nant (beri t b) made on Sinai, 
t'lh i l e i n essence a cont;=c>act, goes farther b eyond the 
merely lega l 1."equirements: on God 9 s s :i.de it presupposes 
l ove, f ide l i t y 9 che s ed ( Exodo 34:6-7; Deuto 7:7-8); 
on Is:rae l 1 s side it a l s o demands love, f i de l i ty, 
ches ed (Deuto 6:4; Osee 4:1; 6 : 6 ) 0 To gain a clear 
and a ccurate pict;ure of the r elat;i onsh i p b etween God 
and His peopl e , as i t is l aid down by t he covenant on 
Si na.i 9 i t i s not suffi cien-t to compare it to t h e 
t1~eat;ies bet ween lord and vassal9 which p1"0Vide the 
legal model for the contr a ct; o I t is e ssential to bear 
in mind t oo the comparison wi t h the r elationshi p 
established b e t;vrnen a man and a. woman at the time of 
their maz-riage o The concept of t he covenant is thus 
considerably enr1.ched b y tbe affect i ve overtones it 
a cquires: Israe l and her God are bound by ties of t he 
heay,t and no"i:; onl y those of lav1 o There is ye·i:; another 
consequ ence of far - r ea ching importance: the relation­
ship between God and I srae l b ecomes t he model and 
example for the man- woman r e lationship in mar riage) 
in other word~ i t be comes the sacred ar chetype of the 
human coupleo0 6 

Similar to Iarl:;her 9 s v i et7point of mar r i age as being a 

ca l ling within a l ar ger calli ng to God is the description 

of Gi bson Wi nter z,ela t ing t he covenant of marriage to the 

broader covenant of God. 

There is a t wofold link between Godvs covenant with 
His pe ople and t h e covenant of mar r iage. First, God 
ha s created marriage for man and bestows His blessing 
upon it. This means ·tha t God p1"omises to support and 
empower tbs cov enant between husoand and wife. He 
has made them to be one flesh and does not merely 
leave them to their oTin resources in the fulfillment 

86Grelot, pp. 57-58. 
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of t he i r covenan·c; o Husband and wi f e continue in the 
c ovenant of int imacy uit h t he assur a nce of God 7 s 
empower i ng lov e.. Second, the covenan t; of marriag e is 
inc l uded i n t he b:roa der c ovenant; of God ·with His 
peopl e o Marriage i s not t o b e a sub stitute for faith­
f u lness ·i;o God and mcni1ber•sb.ip i n His people.. Mar­
:zoia,ge i a not t o b e ma n° s Church Oi." his s a lvat iono It 
is n ot ·i; o become an idol o The c ovenant of i nt imacy 
is fu l f illed in obedience to God and leads men mor e 
d eeply into t rust i n God .. I f ma::..->r i ag e becomes divorced 
i'1"om t his br•oader covenant;, i t c eases to be a covenant 
r ela t i onshi p in ·t;he f ull meaning of the ter:m.87 

T~us , the covenant natur e of marriage necessarily i n­

c lud es lov e, ::' :;e.elit:;y and t he complet e ·c;ru st r e lationship .. 

Thi s s ·t udy conclude s and mai ntains t h at the nature of mar­

riage port:eayed i n the Old Te s·t araent demonstrates the 

re lationship husband and v1i fe h ave ·to each other in fidelity 

c an on ly b e intact as long as they respond to each other and 

God in love and ·c;rus t ( faith ) o Herein lies the const;itutive 

nat ure of mar riag e i ncorpor,atirig the elements of love and 

f aith uit h in a covenant f ramework according to the design 

and purposes of Godo 

The Nature of Mar r i age i n the New Test;ament; --Fr·om the outset; it should be not ed that the basic 

position of the New Testament reg arding marriage corroborates 

the teaching of the Old Testament, na~ely, that marriage is 

defined as "order of creation." The fact that the New 

87Gibson Winter, love a~d Conflict (Garden City, 
New York: Doubleday and Co., Inc., 1958), p. 81. 
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Testament r ef ers to Genes i s88 means more than that these 

ref erence s wer e a formal cit a tion of a convenient proof­

text; rat her, it i s an affirmat i on of the basic principle 

underlying t h e t eaching of t h e d i vine institution of the 

esta t e of marriage o89 

I n t er ms of a br ief definition , i t c an be stated that 

the Nev, Test;amen'i.. depicts the d i vine ins titut;ion of marriage 

a s a permanent and continu ing r elationship on t h e part of 

one man and one woman which i s enhanced by their coming 

toge t;her i n " one flesh" and b y t heir rela·ti:ng to each other 

i n t erms of mu·i;ua l lov e and f aithfulness. 90 

The d i vine purposes of the life-long union established 

in t he pr ocess of marri age and illuminated by the New Testa­

ment are : ( a ) The f u lfi llment of the one flesh relation­

ship;91 (b) Companionship and mutual halpfulness;92 (c} For 

the development of the mora l S.."ld spiritual well-being of 

the spouses; 93 (d) For the procreation and rearing of 

childr en .. 94 

88r,1att o 19 :4-6; ~lark 10:6-9; l Cor. 11:8-12; 
1 Timo 2 :11-150 

89Bailey, po 430 

9~!e.tt. 19:46; Mark 10:6-9; Rom .. 7:2; 1 Cor. 7:3-5, 
9,11,36,39; Eph. 5:22-23; Colo 3:18-19. 

91u att. 19:5-6; 1 Cor. 7:50 

92co1. 3:18-190 

931 Thess. 4:3-5; 1 Peter 3:7; Col. 3:16. 

94Epho 6:4; Col. 3:21; ~att. 19:14. 
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The New Tes·i. ament poi nt s t he way to the nob l est 
~elationship between husband and wife. This r e lation­
ship result s from the co~.mon sharing of the Gospel 
( Philo 1 : 5- '7), in faith (Ph ilemon 6 ), and i n ot her 
s p i r i tual and material gif t s ( Heb!•e\'7S 13 : 16). Unity, 
onene ss, equa.li·i:;y in Chris'G t l"ansc ends r ace, socia l 
s tat us, a nd s ex ( Ga lo 3:2) o I ·i:; a ct ivates a sharing of 
feelings (2 Cor o 5 : 1, 2 }, burdens, r esponsib i lities, 
(Ph i l o 2 :: 1 ; Romo _5 ::1; Gal o 6 : 2 ) , au·i:.ho::." i t y, a nd sta tus 
(Ga l . 3:28 ; J ame s 2 ~9; Philemon l6) o Though i ndividual 
dif f er e nce s have always existed, l egalistic derivation 
a nd applic a t i on ·or principles pert a ining t o i nferiority, 
supe1"'iori·cy, or equal it;y are exc luded 'Go the extent that 
f'ellm·,ship of the Spi:i? i t has been rea lized9 ~1 Cor . 
12 ~5-13 ; 1 Cor o 13 ; cfo esp o Ph ilo 2 : 1-3)0 

Other aspec ts on t he t each ing of marriage in the New 

Test ament -.;vhich contribute t o an underst anding of the natur e 

of t h e maTriage rel at ionship include : ( a ) That there are 

no God- pl eas ing a llowances by which the union of husband and 

vlife may bG dis solvea ; 96 (b ) That t h e estate of marriage is 

only f or this wo1"ld;97 (c ) That sex relations ara a very 

necessa~y pa~t of mar riage ( Pau l regar ds husband and wife 

equ a l ly ~n t h i s mat ter) ; 98 (d) That marriage must arise 

above a mer e gra·i; i f i cs.t i on of l ust o 
99 

In the Ne~ Tes t B.l..~ent , a s uell as in the Old Testament, 

t he r elat i onship of God to His people (Christ and the 

Church) i s typif ied by love i n marriageolOO In this 

95H o Go Coiner, Pas-to1>e.. l ·rheology II Syllabus (St. Louis, 
Concordia Seminary: noP•~ n~d.) , Uni t x-;-7o 

96.Matt. 19 : 6; rliark 10:9 o 

9?Natto 22:30; Mark 12 : 23-35; Luk e 20:33-44. 

981 Co~o 7:3- 5; l Peter 3 ~7o 

991 Thesso 4:3-5. 

100Epho 5:22-33; Rev. 21~2-9. 
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connect i on James observes that, 

I n making the matrimo~:.i 2.. l union symbolic of this 
myst i cal 1"elat; ionship ;i·i;h lova in the foi~emost place, 
St o Pau 1 \'lent; b0y ond the ;5 ev1ish ime.gery b ased on the 
covenant t hat uni t 6c. : ::::."' ae 1 ~nd Yarm eh, since t h e 
Heb1"'e r1 bond could ba J.:_~:.:;olved if' one of the parties 
did not keep to its eng~g omants, r..ot\1ithst anding ·i;he 
long- suf'fei:ing ·tolerance of the na·i;ional God. The 
New Covenant a s t ab l is:ted by Ch;."ist wi"i:;h His Church 
in the m:'.:.nds of the Apostle ,:1as a permanent relation­
ship creat;ed by a 1"edempt;ive a c·i; of love \:Jh e1"ein he 
gave himself up for it that he might sanctify it, 
having cleansed it by 'Ghe r1ashlng of water ,;vith the 
Wm."d , ·i;hat he might p1"esent the Church to Himself' a 
glorious Church.~01 

The New Testament in speaking about ·i;he essence of 

marriage highligh"i;s certain con·i;ribut;ing elements which 

consti·tute the nature or being of the marl"iage relationship. 

One of the " constitu·i;ive eler:ient s 11 of marriage is desc:ribed 

in Sto Paul~s L3tter to the Ephesians chapter five by the 

' I . 102 Greek term rA-lf~Y-7 ?,J o 

The agape of Chris·i; for ·i;he church is made the measure 

of the agape in marriageo This agape of Christ is attached 

·c;o His surorender, 0 on behalf of" ; it is a self-giving, 

sa.c1 .. ifici.ng love olOS J'esus posi-c;ed agape as the foundation 

and center of all man vs i•elationship that fulfills the 

104 Great Commandmen·c o -

101.James, po 270 

102Divine or Christian loveo Hereafter this term is 
design£ted as agape. For a more detailed definition of 
agape in this paper cfo :nf':r•a, PP• 40-46. 

103Ernest White, Marriag e and the Bible (Nashville, 
Tennessee~ B::.-..oe.dman Press, 1965)-;-p :-21 .. 

104:Mark 12 ~30. Cf. also 'JVhite, po 27 for detailed 
descriptiono 
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The u nion betTieer- the chu~c~ and its Divine Head is the 

closest and r os t enduring bond t hat could be conceived and 

on it Ch:z,is·tian marriage was modelled ol05 Nothing less ·than 

this i:1as ·;:;o be realized ir~ t;he love of Chris·tian spouses for 

each othe:." uexpressed in a sacra.mentally efficacious 

ins·titution ;,1ithin a sacred community -and- grace-bearing 
I 

V'Jhi le ' some do no·t see the figure of mar1,iage 

per se in ·i':ihese ve:eses in E~hesians, 197 Hu'lme s-ees · it 
~ 

c learly ~ 

Even s o husb ands should love their 'Hives as t heir own 
bodies o The \7ife is the husba nd 9 s own body f ollowing 
t he analog y that the Church is Christ's own bodyo 
P1"obs.bl3r ·the or iginal idea comes from the Genesis story 
of the inst itution of maY•riage when Ad am, unable to 
find one he l per fit for h i m among the beasts of the 
f ield , found it in the ,,,oman \"Jho uas made from his 
own r i b •••• The Pauline analogy of t he Church as 
t he body of Christ takes on the old bridal imagery of 
God ·t o His people, t'lhich could \"lell be its origin .. 
If it is s o, ·i:;hen the Chm."ch is ·l;he body of Christ; 
b e cause she is the bride of Chris·i':i , and the wife as 
the husband vs own body ,·,ould have its ba s i s in the 
v0ry na·l;ure of mar1•ia~eAas it; is constituted in its 
biblical institutiono iOo 

~-~ot her element basic to the constituting of the 

marriage l"'elationship posi·i;ed in t;he New Testament is that 

105James, Po 199., 

l06Ibido, po 980 This paper does not consider marriage 
to ba intrinsically a s acrament, although it comes close, 
cf~ Colo 3:12-24 .. 

l 07wiese, ppo 53, 73 v i ews Ephesians 5 in terms of 
authority .. 

108Hulm.e, pp. 22-23. 
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of fai tho l 09 ':!:he pmver of f a i·th in marriage is shown in 

this :i."elationshir,. .a s the believing spouse sanctifies the 

b 1 . . 1 1 0 un e_1e v1ng s pous e .. -- Refe~ring to the human situation 

after the 11F a ll in·i;o sin, 1~ St. Paul observes husband and 

wife ai>e ·i;o continue their l i ving t;ogether in love and 

I 
.. ~ -1 ,_,

0 
111 a_u 0 

Therefore, marria ge es seen in the light of the New 

Tes·l;amen t tea.chi!'lg must be in'Gel"preted by common faith as 

b e ing the total commitment of one man and one woman to each 

o'i:;her a nd to God's whole created order and realized fully 

i n the t e1•ms of t he union and love of Christ and His 

Church .. 112 In ·i;his regard., marriage in the realm of the 

Ch~istian fa i th partici pates not only in the "creative 
, , ... 

OY'der1~ bu·a a lso «::.,,ede:mpti ve or de r " of God.--° For in this 

God-gi v en estate of marr iage man is also called by God to 

live 'i:;owa:r:d h:ls spouse as unto Ch:.."'ist o 

Marriage can p2"'ope:r>ly be called a "great mystery11 

109rr Coro 6::14,15 describ es how the Chl"'istian comm.u­
nity may be hinde1"ed i f' bo"i:,h spouses are not of the same 
Christian faitho However, a marriage mixed in respect to 
fait;h is no·i; in itself sinful and is not to be destroyed, 
but continue if the unbeliever is conten'i:; to remain with 
the believing spouseo 1 Coro 7:11,120 

ll01 Coro 7 ::14. 

112n., S. Schuller, nEz,_gagenient and Marriage, u Concordia 
Theological Monthly, .XXX . (Septo 1959), 663. Cf. also 
Caennnerer, po 180. 

ll3Hulme, po 34. 
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{Epho 5 :32)0 For in it {marriage ) there is a profound and 

mys t0rious spiritual relationship that finds its highest 

1 .. ealization in faith in Je ~u .; Christ. "Mys'cery" :l.n 'che New 

Tes·i; ament refers to some i"lC."-7 insight that comes from the 

l iA Gospel or purpose of C·od o - - Th e t=mys·i;ery 0 of marriage is 

a l"evelat :ton knovin only to ·i;hose who underst;and and have 

exper:onced the uniqueness of the Christ-Church relationship 

b1."ought about through the action of faith a.Yl.d love .. 115 

Speaking about this "mysteryn Wiese concludes: 

The answei? mus t be in 'Gh e unity which is com.men both 
·co ms.:i...,::."iage and to the relationship of Chris·t to 'Ghe 
Chu~cho lhe one flesh idea, the proAimity of the 
c"i:Jµa. concep·i; to v1hich the husband-wife, Christ-Church 

relati c.:1Ships l."Un paz:,allel, the u s e of 14,vr:.,-7 7/'e <. o V' 
e lsewhere in Ephesians to denote God 7 s plan of unity 
a ll combine to make the µ<>Ja-·.~-;J~ ,ov the unity of Y1hich 
Pau l ha~ been speaking with reference to Christ and the 
churcho-16 

This "great myste1"yn is not on ly illumina"l;ed by the 

lig...~t of Christ~~ love for His Church, but it is also a 

par~ble of this great action of loveo Fo~ the New Covenant 

es·Ga.blished by Christ with His church is a permanen·c; rela­

t i onship crea ted by a ~edemptiva act of love. It pleased 

God that this '0great mysteryn should i'ind a reflection in 

human ma.rriagao Husband and wife can in their marriage know, 

through faith, a unity which surpasses that of the flesh, 

114Alan Richardson, A Theological Word Book of the Biole 
(New York: The Macmillan Coo, 1951), p. 156. 

115~'Jhi t e, p o 31 • 

116Wiese, po 690 
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however> ,aonderful that may be; they c an know also the 

myste:riotis bu·l; glo::i.":1.ous uni ty which \'Jhile on earth 

participates i n the kingdom of Godo 117 

The N01.·1 Tes'c;ament noYih ere speaks of marriage as being 

by t he churcho 

The Ne\7 Testament, in the spi:i."i t of Christ, who was 
n ot ano·ch€r l at"rgivez>, sets dovin no specific regulations 
for entering mar1"iage o The word of t he Apostle, 
"take a vrife in sanct:i..ficatio!"l and honoz,11 (1 Thess. 
4:4 ), gives Christians a general frame of reference 
foy., engagement and marriageoll8 

In summary, the nature of marriage as depicted in Holy 

Scz,iptures t akes i'oY"m and meaning i'z•om the relationship of 

·cbe couple to God and t o each o·ther o The elements rihich 

constitute 'chis relationship a.re love a.rid faith which 

demonsti.,ate theiy., exis·ce:ice in a pe1"manent , covenantal union 

maintained by fai thfu lness o C!U'istian marriages are 

consummated wi·chin t he dynamics of r edemption and, conse­

quently, operate only within the context of faith. 

Establis~ing the Elements which Constitute 

the Natura of a Christian Marriage 

The purpose of t his section is to establish elements 

which constitute the nature of a Christian marriage. While 

it is possible ·i;o describe marriage in essence as not being 

specifically Christian , in the sense that it is common to 

ll7co~ner, Pastoral Theology II Syllabus, Unit X, 5. 

118Hansen, P• 49. 
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all of hunanity, 119 there is an added dimension of faith 

and l ove wbich a Cbris"l:;ian can make ope1"'ative within the 

ma:r1"'iage relationship that ma!-rns the u nion 11distinctj,.vely 

Chr:Ls·.;ian o 
1
' Many mode:rn Ch!'istian writer s propose the 

elements of love and faith as being basic to or constitu­

tive of the nat1..u•e or essence of a distinctly °Christian 

Marriage 

becomes d:lstinc·i; ly ChY·is'Gian \7hen people en'Ger mar­
riage seeking God~s purposes, asking how God will use 
t hem in ·i;he iz• l ife ·G oge·~be1" .. I t becomes distinctly 
Chj_"istian as t hey viGw each other as individuals for 
whom C1'1rist died, v1hen t hey exhibit; self-givir1g ;J.ove 
f or 'Ghe ot;bar, and when ·t;here is common faith.1.2.L 

The constitutive e l emen·Gs of love a.i'ld faith 'Gransfer the 

interactions of marriage f:r'ora the complete ly natural or der 

toward a new center of gl"'avity wi'i:;hin the order of salvation. 

Mari"ia.ge from the Christian point of view is one of 
t he units of fellowship within t he great fellowship 
of the church o Ther0fol-ie ma:t•riage between Christia.:is 
has a different centre of &-3avity from marriages 
consummated out side of the dyna.rrdcs of l"edempt ion. 
The Christian approach to marriage places the rela­
tionship of t be church ·c o Christ as 'Ghe centre of the 
~elationship of hueband and wife.,122 

The marr•:la.ge relationship may be defined in many ways. 

One definition that, perhaps, comes closest to its very 

119Hansen, po 165. 

120wnite, ~ssim; Hulme, pass i m; Otto Piper, The 
Biblical View of Sex ~d Marr-::1.ag~ ( New Yo1'lk: Charles 
Scri bner s v Sons, 1960), passim; Jru:1es, pp. 199-201; Haas, 
P• 300 

121schuller, po 663. 

122Hulme, po 34 . 
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essence is that ¥.'hich considers marriage between a man and 

a woman as a cont;inual process of growing in unity. Otto 

Piper maintains tha t 

a g enuine marriage i s not immediately or automatically 
r eal:zed , ~ut rather , it g~o~s u p ••• of even 
grea t e r s i gnificance i s t he f ac'G tha·t 'Ghey are condi­
·i; i oned b y their b eing mer:1b er s of God~ s people, because 
a s the hi~t orical organi zation of God's people the 
church is a PO"i'rn~ful for ce tha t makes for 
~ighteousne sso123 

A Ch1"is ·t5.an ma-rriage rela.tionship follows that course of 

events -r:he:r•eby one man and one rmman accept in faith a..11d 

love the will of God fol" them in ·Ghis holy es'cate and grow 

in relat 5.onship to G-od and ·i:;o each other throughout their 

marri ed l i feo 124 

i\la r:::." iaee a s an inst i·cu·i:;ion or a s a process comes from 

ou·tside of man and is 0 given" of God on t wo accounts: 
' 

f irst, ma:£>:riage is a " g:lv en9~of' God by virtue of the fact 

that God created man and woman with the full ramifications 

of ma s culinity and .f'em.ininf"<;y as a prerequisi'Ge to the 

marr iag e relationship; 125 secondly, God bestows upon man 

and woman t h e f r ee gift of Eis grace which enables them to 

accep·t through faith the fu l l dimension of God vs love and 

to make operative this love in their lives.126 In this way 

123Piper, po 1540 

12ti. .• 
9 -er O cJ s.me s ' p O l . 9 0 

125Gon o "21-94 V O w. - .-w 0 

126~'hite, po 3lo 
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God prepares people, also in the calling of marriage to 

carry out the meaning of His redemptive plan in their lives. 

From both points of view man shares in the creative and 

redemptive plan of God through the marriage relationship. 

Christian marriage is conceived as a sacred relation­
ship because both husband and wife recognize the other 
as one for whom Christ died. Each recognizes the need 
of God's grace as a means for making the marria.ge a 
successful relationship, and therefore each sees the 
family as a redemptive cell, as part of the total 
redemptive community that is the church. Their rela­
tionship is more than consent and sexual union, be­
cause they ask God's blessings on that union. They 
have been married in church so that their consenting 
together in holy wedlock may be recognized as sacred. 
Marri~ge is not a sacrament in the technical sense, 
but it is sacramental in that the ring given and 
received is a token and pledge of that relationship.127 

It is the thesis of this study that Christian faith 

and love, although not exclusive to the estate of marriage, 

give marriage that added dimension, and cause it to gravitate 

from that center, which makes the process of marriage 

distinctly and exclusively Christian. These two elements, 

faith and love, therefore, become the existing power that can 

be designated as the constitutive nature of a Christian 

marriage. 

This study now delineates more fully in what manner 

and on what principles love and faith do become the basic 

elements that constitute the nature of Christian marriage. 

Throughout this paper by the term "love" is meant agape, 

l27Randolph Crump Miller, Education for Christian 
Living (New York: Prentice-Hall, In~., 1956), pp. 95-96. 
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which is that totally unconditional and unmotivated love 

that comes from God through His self-giving demonstrated 

by ,His sending Jesus Christ to reconcile a sinful world 

unto Himself and to overcome the most radical split between 

what is holy and what is unholy.128 This is God's love 

which is the power of life presented to us in Jesus Christ 

to remove us from the devastating nature of our sin and 

weakness and to restore us to unity with God.
129 

This study fully acknowledges the various semantic 

problems posed by the term love. Holy Scripture does not 

give a formal definition ot love but speaks of love in terms 

of its actions. What distinguishes agape from our love is 

that it is urunot1vated--that is, 1t is pure grace. God 

loves not out of His need to be loved but because He is 

love.130 

Christian love (agape), properly speaking, is more than 

the various caricatures and intensities ot human love.131 

l28Andrew Weyerman, "Life is Love," Mimeographed Outline 
for Iayman 1 s Seminar (St • . Louis, Concordia Seminary, 
Winter 1966). 
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1291 John 4:8-10, 3:16. Stauffer, n~r--,r,4,J' 11 ~­

logical Dictionary of the New Testament, edited by Gerhard 
Kittel, translated by G. w. Bromiley (Grand Rapids, Mich.: 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company), I, 53. 

1301 John 4:7-21. 

131It is not within enquiry of this study to cite the 
various meanings for the term love. For detailed study, 
cf. A. Nygren,~ and Eros, translated by Philips Watson 
(London: s. P. ~,1953/e 


