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vyordict of juotdftoation) 22 Duy according to loli, tho lat- 

ter phraso reproduees Tuthor's thought more exactly. 

Sho fast thot in Romong Iuther teaches an analytia vor- 

  

Gict of justification on God's paxt is furthor vroved by the 

mmibor of places in which he states that God forgives man 

"gor tho sake of faith. 3+ In fact, Luther ean even soak 

of profoctus inuetificationis 2 Oo dustitiours magis of magis 

36 or adinigs”~ of a cresosro of gratia, These toms do not, 

however, denote on inerensed infusion of grace but a acoper 

  

325% 4g colony Ghat this terminology, taken from Albrecht 
Ritschl, maacs that God doclaros as witeoas the man who ac~ 
tually is rightoous: i604, God foresees that the msn actual- 
ly will bo wighteous. This future condition of man is al~ 
rosity protons for the timeless Goi. Noevortheleas, 1t is in- 
torosting to note that Albrocht itltachl belioved that Luthor 
taught a synthetic verdict of Susueet oan or ae tke part (so 
Otto Ritschl, Dormeneaschichte des Protestan s paige 
Js Ge Tinwl sahatahe Huonhand Lung, > Lunds LL7y Ne le   

33041, Bde Sites Po Laha=Be 

Shaysa., mpe 126-7: IT 105, 20 fs “Ergo sibi ipsis ot 
in voritate iniusti sunt, deo autam propter hano confessionom 
peceats. cco reputanti, tusti." IE 116, 30 f: "Por nonin 
vutationan del oropter humilitatem ot gomitum fidei." It 66, 

1. ff:: "TusbiPicatio dei passiva ot activa et fides seu cro- 
dulitas in ipsum suns idem. Quia quod nos eius somones tus- 

tifiemma, domm ipsius eius, ac sropter idem done ipse nos 

Zustos habot tees iustifioat.e™ According to Holl the expres~ 

sions "prantex fidem,s propter confessionen, prortor humilita- 

ton" are on the saze level with “propter incoptan ouration- 

om," since God, who Mimeelf has workod in man the gifts of 
faith, mmility, and contrition, looks urion then as boing al- 
rosy povfoctoad and thus ean forgive the sine which rouain.e 

335% 95, 10. 

367 5, 23, 
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untierstanding of God and a stvoupgthening of the rolationship 

to Hime? 

Holl mans up his armgoient thus? the fact thas God cro- 

atos followatip with the sinnor is a deed of frea grace at 

which man can only wonder. But God oan do so without violat- 

ing Tis holiness; since the fact that God has out man into 

fellowship with Himgelf onable Yim to recreate man porfoect- 

1y.28 

According to Holl, MeLanchthon perverted Inthor's doc~ 

trine of justification. For Melanchthon did not consider 

the now life of the justified simmer as the continuing work 

of God. Ue did uot establish an mor sonneotion betaveon the 

new Life and tho verdict of justifioation, and he thus donied 

the all-suffieioncy of God. Nolther did Nelanchthon consider 

faith ag the work of Gods he rathor made faith a merit. Wy 

does God uot impute the morit of Christ to all men? Because 

only somo mien believe. Thus wen's own work, his faith, bo- 

comes the roason why God oan forsive tho man with faith.?? 

Tho second part of Holl!s ossay, which treats of justi-. 

fication in latherts Romans as the experience of men, doos 

not concern us dircotly. But wo shall give an overviow of 

ite In this vortion of the essay Holl directs hinsolf to 

  

31911, ops oktes pre 127=8- 

39 ria. a PPe 128-9.



ha 

onswering the quostion yaisad by Loofs and Picker aa to who= 

ther Tuther's Romans teaches the possibility of obtaining 

eortainty of salvation. 

Thore can be no doubt that Imthor teaches in Rowans tho 

porsonal assurance of justification or of the forgiveness of 

sind. ‘he believor must have this porsonel assurance. "Zan- 

tun habemus, quentum oredimus ob gnovemustt,40 But is this- 

assurance of justification identical with "aasuranco of sal- 

vation?” Actually for Luther the assurance of salvation in- 

cludes 1) the assurance of arriving at ethical perfection; 

2) tho assurance of gaining oternal life. To be sure, whon 

one sulmits himself to God's vordiet of judgemont and justi- 

fication, he is inwardly changode He finds himsolf in a new 

relationship to God in which he loves God. This relation- 

ship is capable of an endless development. But Inuther, also 

statos that tho cortainty of justification must always be 

held in a certain tension by the believers .For he stresses 

that the old evil nature continues to bo a part of tho Chris- 

tion. The essencé of this evil nature is self-seokings wnich 

in its most pious moments tries to use God as a tool for its 

_ OW purposos. 

Since this 1s so, the now life of the beliover camot be 

the basia of she beliover's assurance of justification. If a 

wan relies on his own foolings and motives, he cannot be 

  

Wun, rt, 160; 265, Ibid, Pe L3les Ne 3 
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ha 
cortein of forsivenoss. All of the nassagoes which Loofs 

and Ficker eatalt to prove that Luthor did not teach the 

possibility of the assuranco of salvation in Romans have 

this moaning and only this meaning 2 Byorywhere futher op~ 

poses himsolf to that type of assurance of salvation which 

is based upon the actual righboousness which the believor nas 

attalnods Luther says that not even St. Paul considerod hin- 

solf justified, that is actually righteous before God, even 

hough ke was conscious of no sing? Therefore man must 

teust in the righteousness which he finds in God's gracious 

will, anid he must believe that he will attain his ow actual 

rightoousness in the futures 5o the believer must bo in a 

continuous state of ropontance, even when he is avare of no 

Sine Ho must constantly place himsolf beneath the two dia- 

lectically rolated verdicts of Gode lig in to consider hin- 

self both paccator and dustua 

But deos this process cause the believor to reach a real 

certainty of salvation? Luther speaks of tho “royal road" 

betwen fear and hope which the Christian is to follow ’and by 

which ho ts to avoid both suug complacence and despair. He 

  

see supnes Pe 31s 

t Tolls o Ope Gites Pe ho. fe ae é 

"apie, PPe Up091$ ir 695 9 OS it 895. 138 hyinil mihi 

conscius sum, sed non in hoc dustificatus sum." 

Winpiass Pe ie



43 
is to hope oxclusively in God's mercy to tho ond that he nay 

attain a complote union of his will with God's (for this is 

truo salvation) 8 not that he might gain his own swan 

bom. The believer is to fear the judgenont of God: toge- 

ther with this fear the boliever mistrusts himself and all 

his om doine. Gut at tho sano t4me he is to loole unon him- 

Solf as complotely well and noatedl!® 

At this point Luthor vaises the question of the possi~' 

bility of gaining the certainty of olection. In Rowons, ho” 

saye, in general, that cortainty of olection can’ be Imowm on- 

ly by a special rovolation,? When ho comes to the exmdsi-~ 

tion of the passages in Romons which troat of oloction, he 

places coxtainty of olection on fwo Llovola. Tio oncouwrages 

thong who are troubled by doubts because of thoir olection 

to bolieve fimaly that God has olected them: whoever cen 

fimsly bellove that he is clesct 1s roally predestinated. 

This advice, hovover, is given only to tho week Christianse 

Of tho strong Christians Luther demended that they earnestly 

consider the possibility of belonging to the roprobate.!8 

  

bs ! 17,233 % tem sapiunt;, Ibides 16, ne 23 IL 217; 23: “Hoo autem sap 2 

quia nesoiuns 6 ey Oa et galvum esse, nisi BCe volup= 

tard et bono habere secundum phantasion sua. Cum sit Bee 
esse boatun, voluntatem dei ot gloria elus in omnibus velle 

et suum nihil ovtares neque hic neque in futuro." 

6 13 IL 35" ss certa promissiono - Ibid.s pe Uh; IX 108, 3% “Sanus ex certa p 

modicl cui ct Deals II 176, 16: "“Inchoativo ot in sre sani." 

Nrota,s De 183 I Gly 19° 

Wrotae, De 19. 

 



ty 
Lf this should bo God's will, thon the strong Chvistion 

should rosigu himself to 1b, for thie constitutes ultinato 

and complete love to God. Bat whon Inubhor considers tho 

possibility of being rejected, ho cannot follow his thought 

to its ultimate coneluaiions!!9 To $hoso who could wish to be 

damned according to God's will, holi would no more be hells 

Por oven in hell thoy ‘vould bo united with the will of God? 

So, says Holi, lather is forced against his will to toach 

the certointy of salvations 

"9rpidey pe 1524 
5 3 

Pde Yo 1523 IT 223, Ihe "Si onim vellont, quod 
vult deus, stiansi dannatos et reprobatos vellot, non habe- 
vont malums mila vellent, quod vault deus, et haborent in se 
volurtatem dei por pationtian." 

 



CHAPTER LLL 

HOLL'S INTERPRETATION IN COWZROVERSY RETWIsEY 

WALTHER AND HORG 

Wilhoim Walthor of Rostock onterod a Vigorous protest 

against Holl's intorvretation of Inther's doctrine of dusti~ 

fication and thus bogan a controversy which has provoked 

discussion in theological circles the world OVO?" 

in his first article again Holl,* althor takes icsue 

with Moll's internretation of the critical passages fron Lu- 

ther noted in ths vrovious chapter, notably Roomorbriof IT, 

103, 3 ft." ona WA vit, 109, 26 E45 which Walther considers 

the only nossages that actually seem to uphold Toll *s thesise 

According to Walther, Holl's view that in II, 105, 3 ff. tu- 

thor posits justification as an analytic judgement of God de-=- 

pends unon tho uso of quia, which Holl himself underlincs. 

Welthor, hovover, maintains that Luther uses this guia only 

in his analogy of tho good Samaritan ani the sick mane But 

whon Inther applies the analogy to Ghrist ho cuits tho words 

“gata certus quod sanabit oum, quia incepit oum sanare nec 

  

tua tholn Walther, “Neue Konstruktionen der Rgohtrertis- Gage 
351 ch ee Kirohtiche Zoitschritt, 

ary, 1923 imtneri ig date Ts article. walvior also Eaiscts 
Reinhold eee internretation of Iuther's doctrine of 

justification to oriticisme 

_“doimerer Auacabe (henceforth abbreviated as WA)» IVT,



rs. * 

’ by the initiel words of the quotation in questions 

hb 
imputavit ol opritudinen ad mortea," In other words, the 

quostion as to why the doctor already considers tho pationt 

Well does not belong tc tho torbiu: oamparationis. Tho ac- 

Gual comparison is thist just as the doster considers the 

Patient well, so God considers and dsclaros tha simmer right- 

@ONH 

In the socond placo, Holl intberprots the whole paszage 

aa deserintive of tho initial accentanas of the simmer by 

Goal Bob actually the nassago sneaks of the coniition of 

the sick man whom. the docter has slroady berm to nenle? In 

this nassago Luthor seoks to comfort justified amene who 

aro concerned because of the Bin that still roxains with th 

shen. Thoy heve the proniso that God will one day com lotoly 

vonove their sinfalnoss and that until then ho doos. not count 

this sin againss thea. Therefore thic passage doos ostablish 

@ Goneention of justifieation which "leads back to a concept 

of God rasting on sn othicn} basis.” That Tuther 1a hore 

Spealting of justification from the Viewmoint of man is nroved 
2s J 

6 

  

3, Walthor, one Gites Ps 52e Seat 

top the "Augenblick der Rechtbfertigung.” 

SWalltthor, Ope Gites, De 53 “Inceplt etm sanaro," 

Gn a F a 
ibid tg Jat shnlich wie mit dem Kranken, der dom 

Arst , woloher dim eufs bostimmbesto Gasundhoit vorspricht, 

Glaubonschenkte.eEr lot kronk in Wirldlichkelt, abor gosund 

nach dem sichoren Versproahon Ges Arztes, dem er gleubt, der 
iin sehon wie olnen Gesunden beurteilt. 

 


