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Ienskl expands our understanding of the word:

It is often tranalated "self-control” and 1s then

usually referrad to sexual passions in our passage

despite Acts 26:25., iecauce these two words are
here referred to women they should not be unduly
restricted to nex., Vanity, pride, and other lmpro-
prieties ars here also excludad, BIxtravagant dress
1s generally worn i'or nigge display with the secret
desire to produce onvy,

Thus modesty and sobriety must accompany the fair outward

dresa,

Paul than mentiong several affronts specifically.'
There is scme speculation as to why Paul mentions these
things in such detall. Dut that need not concern us here.
I Feter 333 scems to have baen influenced by thls passage.
The given passage from I Pater roads, "nut the outward
acorning of plaiting of hair and of wearing things of
gold or putting on apparsl,” The similarity 1s atriking.

Paul says "not with breided hair." Both among the
Greclian and Roman women, the hair wes often crisped and
curled in the most varlegated and complex manner.<

s
Lenski agress by dafining these WAgpmddcs ars the manner
of putting the hair up "in e showy, unusual fagshion 8o as
to become consyicuous, and not just common and customary
bratds 20 st any rate, the word 1s used only.here in
the New Testament., It 1s derived from the verb ﬂt’x-{

which means to plalt, or to bruid, espscially nats and

asmnski, op. cite, Pe 559.

27c:lar-}ate, op. cit., P. 33T«

EBI‘QnSki, ODe E_j_-_t_o' Pe 559'
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baskets.

Paul does not amy whare the rearls or the gold ars
worn, whether in the traided hair, or in chains about the
nack, or In nina, etc,, on the dreas, The displsay of
Jowelry is what Paul refers to. Asids i‘rbm religion,
good tasia Fornids such display,

spsizmenn believes the jJewelry was intertwinad in the
hair:

' 4
Las Wort WAEpsd vezelchnet das Geflochiene, das
Tlachtwerik uberhaupt, und wird im Plural tesonders
aufl’ dis geflochtons, gslockbte und gewellte Hpartracht
angowandt, in dls auch oft golddurchwirkte Bander
verficchiten wurdan, Manche Ausleger wollen darunter
eine hoch auf sbauta, mit !‘unsbl:lchem Haar und Gold=.
schmucic durchflochgens Pearucke verstehen, wie sle
unter andarn auch offantliche Dirnen getragen haben
gollen, Dann nan-l der Apoctal noch besonders Colé
und Ferlen, yooldene Nadeln, Ringe, Spangen, Blnden,
mit welele  dia kunstlich geflochtenen Haarc susammon=
sehullien . irden, oder constigas Ceschmelde von Gold,
worif man aich hehing® (Meydenreich), und Ferlen-
scpnurs und anders mit Perlen besetzte fchmuckzegen-
stande. ¢ie dam ls ie dor Hodewelt bascnders baliebt -

= -~ 20
WEIRN &7

R

There 1s no guestion i:hs._'i: Paul i1s not spsaking h;'iwotheticallﬁ-
But we can infar from ths toxt that thers were women in the
Christian congregations at the time he wrote these words

who could afford costly jewels which they delighted to

wear to the Christian sssemblies. Paul warns against the
efrrontery that sthends and produces such displays of

Tinery to ths attraction of sslf.

Paul condemns costly raiwent for the same reasons.

et 3
",-’i'\.retamann, op. cit., 'Pe 09-70.

L
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No person can be propared to worship God if they attend the
service to show off their fine clothes or wealth, or make a
display of themselves for attention, ‘I,‘qn@oj- is a
common #0ing word from ¢ Z<fw , to clothe,3? MCostly"
has its derivation in WeAvs and Zsdes (great price). >l

The stols, catastcels, girdle, ete,, though simple 1n' then-

selvas, worae often highly ornamented hoth with gold and
precious stones. The "costly" raiment might refer to the
materials out ¢f which the raiment was made, and to the
workmanship; the "gold" and "pearls" to the ornaments on
the reiment.?® The fact that llashy jewelry would be
displajyed with costly ;u.-(tcﬁ..o’; or "clothing" is apparent.
The two "or" are not disjunctive so that, when gold 1s worn,
pearls would not be; but conjunctive, which 1is a common use
of "or" that draws attention to each item separately, to
the gold for one thing, to the pearls for another, and
also to the expensive clothes.?? Lenski continues with a
candid observation:

This verse dces not rofer merely to sex attractlon,

How many woxen who are past that age are given £o the

s1lly vanity of dress? <‘aul is not insisting on

drab arsss, Even this mey te worn with vanity; the
very drabness may be made a display. Each according

2 . ot being the same
to her stetion in 1life: the queen n e ¥ or

as her lady in wailting, the latter nok the s

3ORohertson, op. cit., p. 569.
511hia.,

3201&1*1(5, @pe cit., D. 35?.
5 Lenskl, op. cib., pe 560.
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noble miatrsss. Each with due propriety as modesty
ané propristy wlll indicute to har both when
attending divine .;srrvicos ané when appearing in
putlic slsewherej, il

The Chrlstlan woman 1s to give her testimony to the
world by tre modasty which ie comely to her. She muat
show that she is not following the worlé bui that she is
ahove those hthings which torder on the lmlacan.t, immodest,
and vaingd> . -

Plurmer has s neat paraphrace of this section:

And Just as the mon have Lo take care that their
attituce of bvody and mind is such as befits the dignity
of publle worship, in 1like manner the women also. have
to tuke cure that thelr presence doas not appesr
incongruous, They rust come in seemly attire with
geeml) bohuaviour, Bverything which might divert
attention from the service to themselves must be
avelded. odesty end simpliclty must at sll times be
the charactoristics of a Christian woman's dress and
bearing, but at no time is this more necessary than
in the public services of the Church, Excessive
adornmsnt, out of place at all times, 1s grievously
offensivs there, *t gives a flat contradiction to
the profession of humility which is involved in taking
part in cocmrion worship, and toc that natural gobriety
wvhich iz a woman's fairest ornament and test pro-
tection, Roth reverenco and relf-reverence ars.
Injured by it. “oreover, it may easily be a cause
of offense to cthers, by provoking jealousy or
admirstion of the creature, whare all ought to te
absorted in the worchip of the Creatore

When Faul now turng to the positive he does not
becoma redundant a= some think, for to the imner virtues

of modesty ané schriety as shown in attire he adds the

3hinia,
35Gaebelein, ope €it., p. 159.

36 e - Epistles (iHew Yorks
Ali'red Plummer, The Pastoral E
A. C. Armstrong ana Son, 1900], Pe o0
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adornment of corrasponding "good works" which are lovely in
the eyea of God and of man, fur teyond jewels and costly
clothing: "but - whut berflts women proressing godly
piety =~ by meana of good ﬁorks‘_._,_" Along with Lenski, the .
writer accerls this simpls construction.(

’Eﬂ:’,’EI\I\%E,UJ¢S' affords little exegeticel
difficulty. In =1l the other passages in the New Tsestament
where ;Tf.(f(:mw and its derivatives occur, the meaning is
to "promise" emcept in I Timothy 6:21 where, as here, the
meaning is.tc "profess,” ss it fraquently means in
classlcal Gresk,3o

The ncun Jsofz,'&sq occurs only here, but the
ad jsctive iz found in John 9:31. It i1s 2 combined form
from aJgo5 , God, and from 0F@emdc., to worship. FPaul
wishea women to wear "bacoming" clothes, but n’:oﬁ'feﬂd
is part of the style desired.’? Lock claims that it refers
particularly to the sction of the womeniin coming to the
Church'a worship and speculates that there may perhaps b
a comparison here with heathen priestassasoho

Y¥hat is bscoming (77—?5’7“ ) to Chriatien women &re

"good works." Ded mesns "through" or "by." Their adorning
not that they &are

is to ts effected by meens of good works:

37!.enski, ODoe citey Pe 560‘
58Hervey, op. Cibe, Pe 350
39Rotertson, Op. cit., Po 570

WO ok, op. clt., pe 3l
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to be clothed "in" or "with" them as the sanse of verse 9
seems to indicate lor the other factors involved. Works,
not words in pnblic, is thair province., Works zra often
mentioned in the pastoral eplatles, to oppose the loose
living, combined with lecose doctrine, of tha false teachers,
Everydey dutiss srs honored with the designation "good .
worka.“hl Cood works are the ornaments with which, above
all ;thars, woman profsssing Christlanity should seek to
te adorned, Good works are those works of henefice in
which "women professing godliness" aspecially seem to excel,
and through which they mey the most eminently adorn-tham-
selves, A trus "sicter of mercy"™ is (next to that of a
wife and mother) the most honorsble style of a Christlan
woman, nor-are two characters entirely incompatibla.ha

| Plummer again hag & good summary of the meaning of the
rassage:

» " :
SrEachat e et e 4 O et ason
which you:have adopted 1s reversnce towsrds God
(aPeod¥@scx ). This profession you have made known to
the world., +t is necesssry, therafore, that theaa
externals of which the world takes cognizance should

not give the lie to your profesaions Anc how 1s un=
seemly attire, paraded at the very time of public

rou have
worship, compatible with the reverence which you hav
profeased? ﬁaverenca God by reverencing yourselvesj;

LIAY = dignity of those
by guarding with jealous care the dig ngvsrence cod

ody and soul

bodies with which He has encowed YyOU..
by coming before Him clothed both in D

thausset, ope cit., pe 485,
haclarke’ QB- _c_!-_t_og Po 557.
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in fitting attire. Lot your bodies be fresd from
meretricious decoration, Let Egur souls be adorned
with ahundance of good worka,"
A woman's trus ornament is not the finery which she
gots from the millinory, but the chasts discretion which

she has from the Spirit of God.l

hsl‘*lummer, op. cit., p. 102.
hhﬂervay, op. eit., Pe 39




CHAFTER IIT
THE WOMEN IN QUIETNESS

I Timothy 2:11-12: yowy &0 509X% puqulidsTw
v 'ri".f?? 5702"4{5 o« JedqVKED dT yovdcKE olK
Eyﬁ_rpe’rd, o&/é .{JJeu geed) .fdJ,'oo';’ -’VH’ e?uuc )
2 P '

: St. Paul with these words addresses himself to the
learning snd teaching processes of ths Christlian gathering
as.they apply to the womsn in the Christian congregetion.

' The shsence of a connective immediately, arrests our

attention., Faul interjects an important point here;

"T.et a woman learn in quietness in all su‘bj'ection'." ‘The
singular rmly’ rafors to "a woman" as such, any and every
woman ~-- certainly not just to "a wife."k St. Faul reveals
cloearly that the will of God which he expresses does not
partain only to women in th.e Church, but to women in
general, to any snd ail women, whether they be members of

the Church or not. "Cod has not two mutually contradictory

wills, cno concerning tha position of women in the Church,

el =}

n2

SETcEY B

#né another concerning the position of women in the world.

1

the Colossians, to the Thessalonians, &0 -
¥o Philemon {Colwmibus, Ohio: The Wartburg rress, c.1946), Pe .

a

' n of St. Paul's = istles to
R. C. H. ILenski, Interpretatio oL St i o:g o2 Lo

A. G, Merkens, "Two Problems Connectad with Organlzing a

gh hool
Lutheran High School Association," The Lutheran mc.lsﬁc”, P. 36.

St. Louls, Kissourl: Concordia Publishing louse,
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- 8t. Paul is apeaking of the man-woman relationship in and
out of the Church and not nece:sarily that of man and
wife,
The imperative /u.(dal,w:"fw "iet loarn" is placed
between +the two other phrases. This points out that .;d :
s < ;
TMuly” JMoTiyy, modifies £o ,‘fv.\’c:‘( /.,.‘walqus'fu and not
) e - > i !
£J q(vXc.‘( onliy.Y Kratzmann has a pointed sectlon vh ich
is . apropos hsre:
Lernen sollie dus "eib allerdlngs, es war durchaus
nicht susgeschlossen von den of fentlichen Gottes=-
diensten, i: Ceponteil, Frauen blldaten oft elnen
3Nz pro i:;en“;tan Tell der Cemeinden, wie aus ihrer
heufigsn Erwebnung ir Heousn Testament hervorgaht.
Abor das Walb sollts in Ruhe, in stlller Zuruckge=
zogenhelt lerncn, Sie scllte nicht etwa FPredigten
oder Lenvverhandlungen im Gottesdiengt durﬁh Fragsn
unterbrecian odoer sich vorlaut vordrangen.
Faugzel cmphusizes the lsarning by declaring thet a
women should not even put questions in the public gesembly.d
It would be helpful at this tlme to examine the word
for "guietness," Paul uses ;i’u,\'e:g « Thayer defines the
word as "a guiet condition in gewueral, inclusive of silence,"
and ‘descripbtive of the life of one who stauys at home

doing his own work, anc does not offliclously meddle with

51:3“81{1’ 220 cit.g p- 562.

hl’- B, Kretzmann, Die Pastoralbriefs (St. Louis,

Missouri: Concordls Fublishing Houss, 1918),.DPe Tle

%A, R. Fausset, "Commentary on First Timothy,"
Critical Commentary of Janeson, Fausset, and Brown

(Philadeiphia: J. be Lippincott and CO., c.1870), VI,
P. 15i,
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the affairs of others."® Frovebly the most helpful use
of this woréd in the Hew Tostament is that which oecu.rs in
II Thessalonians %:12. Here the entire phrase is /-tZ'.:
4070 X<4s Zoyalonssec "yorking with quietness." ok Xix
is put into cdirect contrast to :(Z?Qt‘ur "disorderly"
which describes the specific condition against which Paul
is writing when he pens his admonition, The opposite of
"quietnass" then is a "dlsorderly" conduct, not just a
certain loudnasz which, of course, is certainly included.
Puul's use cf this word gives weight to the argument that
Fgul hacd in mind & certaln rebellious and disorderly eloment
in the congregaticn which Timothy was cerving, The other
Instances of thls word and its derivatives in the New
Testament support this contontion.(

This quiet lsarning is to be done P ﬂ?g ‘5”7’27(";;
"in all subjceticn," ‘uirozvf,‘ meuns ranging herself under,
not putting horself forward, not in self-assertion, not
meking herself hoard, to be subordinate. The ﬂ’(g is not
intensive hut axtenaive.a The words occur also in

II Corinthians 9:1%, anc Galatians 2:5. But the verb

6 i i h Mexicon of the

Joseph lenry Thayer, A Gresk-English : ‘

New Teastament iCh}icag-;oa American Rook Company, Celd g), pe 281.
ke izlys Aots 11:18; 21:1l; 22:2; 1 _'I‘he?laalonians'hzll,

II Phessalonians 3:12; I Timothy 2:23 T Peter 5:i. _

Gt.enski, op. cit., p. 562.

R
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CMoTA0Mauac is very common in the sense of "being
subject.” It is used of the subjection of the wife to
her husbend.? Lock belioves that the phrase here still
has Paul dealing directly with the conduct a2t the mantinéa
in a submlasion to constituted authority, '_il;._o_. the officlals.
and regulations of the Church, BPBut even he allows that the
'ﬂ(fg suggests also "their husbands" and “the word
suggests a reference to the whcle relation of wife to
husband,. " 10 However, the writer bteliaves that this passage
rafers to strictly the activities in the church, W#hatever
concern it has for ctivity outside the church is heyond
the scope of this rpaper,
ferhaps a brisef historical and isagogical parapraph
would point the foregoing.
It was permittsd to any man to ask questions, to object,
altercats, attempt to refute, stc. in the synagogue;
but this liberty was not allowed to any woman. The :
Jews would not permit a woman to read in the synasobt‘le,
though & servant or even & child had this permlssion;
but the apostle refers to irregular conducti such as
proved that they were not under obedlence.

Aftor explaining the correct attitude for women to

heve while they learn, Paul adds the injunction that woemen

-

O : .22: Colossiana 3:18;
T Corinthians 1y:3l; Ephesians 5:225 € =
Titus 2:5; I Peter 5:1{;3 This verb is one of the m:ug;ithe
ciently explored areas of the problem as pointed ou

Introduction of this thesla.

10:01tar Lock, "The Pastoral Ep

%él%_c_al Commentary (NWew York: Char
s Pe L]

2 k
1jdam Clarke, Commentary and Critical Hotes (Hew s
Phillipe and Hunt, ©.1063), VI, Pe 1JXie

istles," Internaticnal
1es Scribner's Sons,
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are not to teach in the public services of the Christian
congregation, As Krelgmanu puts it, "jer Apostel hat
hier das Offentliche Lahren im Auge, das Aultreten vor der
G.emeinde in dor Rolle eines ﬁ.aﬂ(’ﬂ«tlox Jma

Paul says, oSK IWZPEMew , "I do not sllow.” The
verb moans to turn something over to someone. Robertson
claime that reul 1a speaking authoritn‘:ivel;'.n But Lenski
differcs with hin as follows:

This l1s not an subocratic ruling of Paul's; he does

not psrmit begause the law doas not do so (I Cor. ;:3h),

namely the sdmeos or Torah, i. e., Genesis, in the

section which deals with the creation and the fall.

ir -‘f&u} Vi m}l'. i,.or-nit uhis: he woulé be like thoiﬂ who

set aside the Torah and cecree as they pleasa,
Paul speuks here not on his own authority btut as an exponent
of what God says to the situation at hand.

Faul dosz not permit a woman "to teach," This means
in the public mesting clearly. Robesrtson o;ines, "And
yet all modsrn Christiens allow women to teach Sunday school
classes., One feasls sormechow that something is not expresssd
here to make it all clear."l?

Paul is not speaking of ordinary schoolroom teaching,

where secular knowledge is imparted by ona who is enthority

121iretzma'1n, op. cit., De 172«

134, m. § " f st, Paul,” Word
« T, Hobertson, "The Epistles o >
Pictures in the Wew ‘l‘estament (New Yori: Harper an onSs

Co TTF: D m'
]J'I'Lenaki, op. cite, Pe 563

lsﬁobartson, 22_- cib-’ Pe 570'

e s
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enough in some branch of learning to sit at the teacher's
desk, A learnod woman may disccurse to a whole class of .
men.

Paul refers to teaching Scripture and not to imparting
intellectuzl secular info?m?igm;_ho tho mind. The
public teoacher of Cod's pecple doss not only tell
others what Cthsy need to know, but in the capacity of
such a teacher he stands before his audience to rule
and govern 1t wlth the Word, That position and that
AW Se>TELY the Word itself accords to the man and
withholds Trom the women, and no woman may step into
the place of the man without vioclating the very ¥ord
she. would %ry to teach to both women and men, Her
effort toc do so would be self-contradictory in God's
eyes despite what the world may say. &aul is bound as
much in thiz as we all are, God and his Word have not
"turned ovar" to him or to anybody else a right to say
anything on this relation of the sexes %n the church
that is different from what Paul says.l

With the words asdf 45’,’_4'_1,!01'52')‘ }Jlf"r Paul
expands the particular x;rohibition into a general precept.
A woman is not to exercilse dominion or authority over the
man, The word «oafewTEcw . -mesmt "to use one's own armor"
originally.lT mThen 1t came to mean "one who with his own
hané kills either others or himseif," In later Creek the
word tock the meaning of "one who doss a thing himself, the
author," ccnsequently, "one who.acts on nis own authority,
autocratic,"18 Wrbﬁx:'w was the literary word for

2
rlaying tha master while «(wafeuTecY was the vernacular

1 enski, op. cit., pe 56l

1Trovert Young, Analytical Concordance to the Bible
(He\r_! York: Funk anc VWagnalls Company, nzd. s Pe 03¢

18Thayer, op. cit., p. 8.




