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mean1118 which Paul. is try1nt} ·to determ1ne. He means 

"Scheu, ti chs.m., Ehrfu~., the 11 gnttva s!<!o or !;he morel 

sonsib:ll i t -;;. which shrinks from tranogress1ng the 11m1ta 

of propri:ot~•. 1122 Paul n1oans that ebomefastness which 

shrinks from ovex•pa:ising the 11m1to or ,woll'.anl? raoerva and 

m0do!l!t1• • v,hich shri:llrn f rom all that is indelicate nnd 

unbeeoming. Tha v:ord :ls \t:1od in the few Testament onl:; 

here ::me 1n ii ol·rews 12:28. 23 

this ,:ord n1aans II eobermindedness11 or "integrity of mind," 

tho well-bal ancocl stnt.e of mincl which results from habitual 

self'-rcrn,trs.i nt . Loci<: has two 1ntereot1ng and profitable 

de!'1nlt1ons: 

That habitual inner se1r-sovernn1ent with its constant 
ro i n on all t he passions e.nci cles1ros vbich woulcl hinder 
t er::ptntion 1'1~om urising, or at all events ar1e1nt:; 1n 
E\lCh strenr:;tb as should overbear tho checks ancl barriers 
r1h:'-ch .,,,,-.;s5 op:por.cd to it.i:!4 

trwf1p.o .r.f11'J 1a a free 1mcl w1111D8 control which no 
longer requires effort; the mk1n stress is Qn the 
judg111ent which r~coen1zes the t:rue relation between 
bodT and E~irit, a rational self-control, a sound 
mind \-:hlch alwa:,•e 11keeps its head." So in Plato•a 
ap~l1cat1on or it to the state it is the recoGn1t1on 
of the true relation or each port to the other, anti• ,· 

. while common to all classes. it 1s most important and 
ef'foctive in the ruler.. nut in popular usoge it 
tended to 'be regnrdeci cs the J)eculiar virtue of women, 
in the Dense both of sexual oelf-c;o~§rol anrl of' 
pJ1actionl v:1sdom, and or the JOWl8•.. · 

22Ibid.,, P• 559• 
2'nobertson, .21?• ill•• P• 569. 
24r..ock, op • .£.!i•, p. ,1. 
25 
~-, p. J.48. 



~ 
Lanski exz,anns our understanding of the wo:rd: 

It 1s often tranalated "salt-control" and ia then 
usually 1•eforrsd to sex\Ull paeeiona in our pasaage 
despite Acts 26:25. ::ocauce these two words are 
hero refer1•ed to women theJ should not be ,mduly 
restricted to ce:x. 't'anitJ, pride.,- and other 1mp:ro­
pr1et,.e s are here , lno e~cl11r~ec1. Rxtrnva.gant dreaa 
1s senernlly v101•n l'nr 111ire ui :;pln~· with the secret 
desir e to produce en,cy. .b 

Thus modest:.: nnd s obri et~ must accompa?Q' the tnir outward 

dress. 

Pau l t h :an n.:entions so~•eral affronts specifically. 

There 1s acme s pec11lnt1on as ta why Paul mentions theoo 

thj ngs in s uch datuil. I iut that need not concern ua here. 

I l'eter ;:3 seen:; 1;o have been influenced by th1a ponaage. 

The g1,•en p:.urnaee i'rom r Peter rands, "n11t; the outward 

acorn1ns of plaitinn of hs1r and or wearing things of 

gold or pu.ttine on apnnrel." The similarity 1a stJt1k1ng. 

Pau l sa:vs "not ,11th braided hair. 11 Both e.n:.ons the ., 

Grecian and Roman women, the hair wns often oriflpeci and 
· 27 curled in the most variegatad nnd complex manner. 

Lenski agrees by defining these 7f'llr;1,1,~rc.,J .as the manner 

of putting t he hair up "in a shcncy, unusual fashion so as 

to become cons1.-icuous~ and not Just cmnmon and ouatomar;y 

braids.028 At Etny rate, the word is used onl):.here in 

the lle\'7 Testa:nent. lt is derived from the 11erb ~/,r~ 

which means to plait, or to braid, espeoiallJ nets 8nd 

26 cit., 559. Lenski, .$1.• P• -27c1arke, ~- ci-t., - P• "'1• 
20 559. Lenski, .2E.• ill·, p • 
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baskets. 

Paul oea not s~l' ,,hor0 tl1a pe,;~~ls pr the 3old are 

worn, whethe r i n the br a1dod hair, or in chains about tho 

neck, or in r,ina., etc • ., on tho clreoa. The t11spls, or. 

Jawaley is ~,ba t l1 r,.ul r e l"era to. Aside from religion, 

good taF-te f orM.ds such cu.splay. 

hnil": 

L"ratz1nann l>e l i e vea the je\-:elcy wcs inte·rtwlnad 1n the 

, 
llae Wo:rt ~ fl'~· 11ezflic:hnet das Gaf lochtene, das 
'Pl e ch t 'lle:rk {h,er haupt, nno v:1rd 1m Plural besonders 
nuf rU a £;e flo(~htono., to lock·te 1mc. gewellt«, !iftnrtracht 
anc .wtm dt , .i.n cL e auch o!'t golddurchw1rkte Bnndor· 
ve-1•1?lochta:n vmrclan. r. nnche"Aus.logor wollen darunter 
eine b oc h aurl,1:1hm1ta, mit \pmstlicham Haar und Gold-. 
schmuc , clm•chflochtena PerucJC'e vorst.ehan, w1e sie 
untar andc-1rn auch 111-rantli che Dl.rnen getragan haben 
sollon . nann nenr t. cle1• A:p~•· =.,·l nor.h · besonders Gold 
und 'e J•J.an, lii.;OlclArie Nnde,ln, Uinge, Spangen, Binden. 
m:i. l; w ... , 1c:l a.l o lt '..,s,tli ch t eflnchtenen Haare Z\l&amr.ien-
geh~l!.e n : ·, ., e n J oclel" :mnstiges Gascblne1de von Gold" 
'!mmi ji mttt; a1.ch b_l'lli~" {n o,der1reich)J :mid' l2erlan­
F: <:t/11uro md enders FJ1t Perlon ·hs~etzte . cbr!Uckge;en­
st:nnde:; d i e da.n lr. in e r l;iodewelt bes,..nders bellebt · 
w ren.-9 · 

'l'he1•0 is no queztion tha t Paul !a not speaking hypotheticalLJ • 

But \-;.-e can i nf e r from tho· to.xt that therG were women 1n th.e· 

. Ch1•ietia n congr e~ations at t he ti:ne .,tie wrote those words 

,:ho could a i't'oI•d cost,ly jawel-s. t1hich they delighted to 

wear to the Chris tian ~rnsen1blies. .Paul warns against the 

eff rontery that att;ends and produces such d1spl&)' 8 or 
finery to the dttraction of self. 

Pa·ul condemns costly rairnont for the same reasons~ 
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Ho person can be proparod to worship God 1r they attend the 

service to shov off t heir fine clothes or wealth, or make a 

dieplaJ of t hems e l veu fo2• attention. •~.,re.~.,- 1s a 

common ~ i ns wo1•d from S,..-c"t'..'f4-1, to clothe.:50 "Costly" 

baa its deriva tion in -rr~Aus and ra-',to.,: (great pr:S:ce).:51 

~'he stola , ca t us1:o]&, s 1rdle, etc., though simple .in them­

selves, Viera o!'ten h i g hl :; ornamented both with gold and 

precious s tone s. The 11 costl;y" raiment might l"Bfor to the 

materia ls ou t of v,hich the raiment was made, and to the 

worlananship; the "gold" and npearls" to the ornaments on 

the r a 1ment.32 ~he fact that flashy jewel.J'y would be 
C , 

diopla.~ed with costly ~.,r,~•J' or "clothing" is apparent. 

The two 0 01•11 are not di s junctive so that, ·when gold is worn, 

pearls woul d not be; but conjunctive, which is a. commQn use 

of "or" ths.t clrmvs attention to. ea~h 1t~m separately, to 

the gold for one th1118, to the pearls for another, and 

also to t he expansive clothea.,3 Lenski continues with· a 

candid observation: 

This verse does not refer merely to sex attract1~n• 
How many women who are past that age are given .to the 
silly vanltv of dress? .i:-anl 1s not insisting on 
drab dress.~ Even this may be worn with vanit1-; the 
very drabne·a s ma1 be made a display. Rach according 
to her station in life: the queen not being the same 
as her lady in waiting, the latter not the aame as her 

30Rohortson • .2E.•· ill•• P• 569. 
31Ib1d -· 
32c1arke• !:E.• ill•• p. :,37. 
33Lensk1• .21?.• ill•• P• 560. 
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noble miatress. fQch with due proprlef;J as modeat7 
and propristi· will 1nt11c~te to bar both 11ben 
attend1ns c1iy!ne ;;e>rv1cos a~d when appear1ng 1n 
puhlic a lser.nere~3l~ 

The Christian WOl!'!~u, 1s to s1ve hel' taat111'1ony to the 

world 1,~• t l":e modesty which 1a comely to her_; s~ muat 

show that she is not following the world but that ahe 1a 

above those t ti11t;3 which lmrder on the 1nc1ecent, iJr.l'lodeat, 

ond vn1n.,5 

Plw:;Jrner hn.· &\ nost paraphttase or this seot1on: 

And j~tat a:~ the I!ien hove to tttke caro that tho1r 
a1:titur.e or r~oct~ antl 11l1nd ls such as bet1tu tho d11>-n1tJ 
or publi c worship~ in like 111anneJ1 tho Y10mon also. have 
to t uke ou1•e ·i.hnt their presence does not. a11paar 
incongJ•nous. They r.mst come 1n ueamly at~1re with 
oeernll bohuv1our. i~11eryth1nfi which mi.Ght divert 
at t.ontion j?ror1 tha service to themselves must be 
avoi ded. : .. otlect;)· &nd s1mpl1c1t? lllU8t ot all t1ma be 
the chf\1~actor1:itica of n Christian Troman' s dreaa and 
.benr1n0 ~ nut at no ti~e is th1a moN necessary than 
in the p,i'tlir. sarvicee or tho Churc.h. F.xcauaive 
adorrm,snt. out of place at all times. 1s grievously 
otfenni va there. •t zives n flat contrad1ot1on to 
the profession or htun1·11tJ which la involved 1n taking 
part in conir-lon worship, and to· tb11t natural oobrioty 
'r!.h~ch 1a a vmman I s fn1rest ornament and bf'tst pro­
tection. Botb reverence and self-reverence are. 
injured by !t. iMoreovor, it J!IUJ easil'y be a cauae 
or offense to othara, by provoking jealousy or 
ndm1rt:i tion of the crell ture, where all oyaht to be 
aboorbed in the worship of tho Cl'Ootor.,0 

\7hon Paul now tur:is to the pos1t1Ye ho doos not 

becol?ia red.ut'ldant e.s some think, · for to the 1nner ,-1rtuaa 

or mooosty and sobr1et~ oo shown in attire he adds the 

35oaebele1n • .!m• ill•, P• 159. 

361..1:rraa Pltu?m1er. l'he Pastoral fitiiatlea (New Yorks 
A• C. Armst:ror,s an<l Son;-Y900), P • l • 
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ado~ent of cor rosponcling "cooa wor~s" which are lovely in 

the eyes of God and of rnnn, f ar beyond jewels and costly 

clothing : "but ..... wh i,t ba1'1ts woman pl'Oi'esslng godly 

piety -- 'b';\r mean::: of good tiorks.!!1' Along with Lenslc1• the 

wri ter acc~Ji1: s- t h i s aimp .o annstruction.,7 . ... . -

~E11:tr,,A~~/u4~r arrords little exegetical 

difficult~ . I n 211 t he other passages in. tho Hew 'l'eetament 

.a '•. -whore 1rr,v,1•- a ncl. its dariv&t1ves occur• the r-1eaning 1s 

to 11prom1se 11 e:r.cept 11r I Timothy 6:21 where, as here, the 

meanir1g is. to "profess," s. s it frequently means :1n 

classica l Greek. ;8 

The nou11. J111tli:';gEc.1. occurs only here, but the 

ndjactive :ls f o~md i n John. 9: 31. It is a combined form 

f'roJ11 ,,J1o's , G·od 1 and f r om d"i/J•~'(~-, to worship. Paul 
> 

wishes women i;o wear "becoming" clothes, but J~• rittf•c.c 
1u par t of t he style desired.39 Lock claim~ that it refers 

part1cularl~ to the action of the women an coming to the 

Church's worshin a nd s peculates thi-l t there 111ay perhaps be - . . 
a comp!lr1son here ,nith heuthen priestessea.4° 

, 
What is becon1ing ( .,,,_.,,,.u ) to Chriatiar, women are 

11 e;ood works. n l) ,,{ ~ueans 11tbrouth" or "by. 11 Their ndorning 

is to t s er.£ected b~ means of good works: not that they 6 re 

:,•fr_.enski ~ .2E.• ill•-.: p.· !;60. 

~8nervey ~ $1• ill•, P• 35• 

·39Robertson, .E.E• ~•• P• 57Q• l . . .,. 
~OLock1 ~• .ill•, P• ·;1. 
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to be clothed "in11 or "vlith" them as the aanae or verse 9 

seems to indicate for the othe~ factors involved. Works• 

not words 1n pnl>lic, i a t.hei-r provJnco. orka e.ra often 

111ontioned 1n the po.sto1•0.l epi otles., to oppose the loose 

11~1ng~ cor.1l>ined d.th 1oosc doctrine, of the talso teachers. 

EveeyclaJ duties are h onored with thG designation "good 

wo?'ka. n4l Good v,orka e ro the ornaments with which, above 

all othe1•s, \tomen profe :;sing Christianity ohould seek to 

be adorned. Good worko are thane works of benefice in 

which 11,1omen profes:;1ng got111nesa11 especiallJ seem to excel, 

and th1•ough which thay me)r the most eminently adom them­

Eel ve s. A trti~ rrsi::i tctl' of mercy" is (next to that of a 

wire en<.l mother) the most honorL!ble st~·lo or a ChJtlstian 

womnn, nor -are t wo charsctcrs ent1raly 1ncompat1ble.42 

Plunu;;or aunin ht,fl a good s\~mry of the meaning of the 

pas::age: 

But what is urged here is sufficient. "You are · 
Chr1.st1nn vmmen, 11 SR)'B St. Paul, "and the proteas ion 
which y ou~ hctVO· adopted 1s reverence towards God 
(Ali•rl/S.6c-C. · ). This profession JOU tur.ve made known to 
the world. i t ls noceasory, theJtafol'f>• that these 
externals of which the world takes cognizance nhould 
not give the lie to ,our profession. And hOYI 1a un• 
aeen1l1 atti1•e• paraded at tho very time of puhl1c 
worship• comp~tible with the reverence which you have 
professed? Reverence Ood by reverencing JOUl'&elvesJ 
bJ guarding with jealous caro the d16n1ty of those 
bocl1ea with which Ho hos 'endowed you •. Reverence God 
by com1~ befor0 Him clot.bed both in body ant'I soul 

41Fausset, EE.• ill•• p. ~85. 

42c1arke~ 2.E.• ill•, P• ;,1. 
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1n fitt j.ng attire. Let 7our bodies be freed from 
meretric,.ous deco1•at1on. Let 11gur souls be adorned 
t11th ahundanco of good works.11lJ., 
A woman's true ornament is not the r,.nery which aha 

gets from the rn1l.linory, but the chaste discretion which 

she has from tho Spirit of Gou.44 

4~Plwmner~ .21!.• ill•, p.: 102. 

441Ierve-:, ~ .!?E.• £!!•, .P• 35■ 



CHAPTER III 

THI! WOh.EN' I?J QUIE.'TNESS 

St. Paul with theee words addreaaaa h~elf to the 

leo.rning end tea ching prooeoses or the Chr!at·1an cathering 

au · ·t11el' appl )" t:o tbs \voman in the Cflr1at1an congregation. 

The nhsenc6 of a connective 1mmed1atalJ.arresta our 

attention. Pat l int~rjecta an important point hare. 
. . 

"Let a woman laa i•n in quietness in all subjection." The 
, 

s-'ngular r~11~ r ef ore to "a womnn" as such, anJ and every 

t1omun -- ceJ.1tainly not just to 11a wifa.nl st. Faul reveals 

clearl~· that tbe will of God v1hioh he oxprasaea does not 

pertain onl~ to women in the Chui•ch, but to women in 

general~ to any and all woznem, whether _,.they ·be members of 

thG Church or not. "God baa not two Jl'nltually contradictory 

Wills, o o concerning the position of women in the Churcli, 

and another concerning th~ position of woman in the worla."2 

1R. c. H. Lenski: Interpretation of st. Paul'a b~1atlea ~ 
the Colo~sians, to th~ Thessaionisns, !§' 1fliiothy, £"oitua, ~!) !2 Ph1lemon (Columbus, Ohio: !he Vlartburg Preas, o:I9li6), P• ;;,vc-• 

2A. a. Merkens, "Tv,o Problems Connected with organizing 8 

Lutheran Hi&h School Ansoc1at1on," The Lutheran !!!a!!. School 
(St. Louie• Missouri: ConcorcliD Pub!Iihlng Ro~ae. o.l945J,. p. 36• 
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st. Paul i s spea k i ng or t ho man-woman Nlat1onah1p 1n and 

out of the Church and not nace Jsar1l.y tho.t or man and 

,,1ra • 
. , 

The i mper ative p-lll~a,~T., "let loarn° 1a placed 
:, 

between t he t v10 other phrases. Thia points out that Ell 

''- "" •-~ -, ::, C , , ,_ . 
-,r',(•1'. vrror-11;~ moaifiaa E-.1 ,r:-~c~/"4IIJt1~•r~ and not 

J., .,_...i~c'1 only .3 Krat2n,ann ho.s a . pointed ~E>'ction m 1cl1 

is . apropos her e : 

Le:rnen sollte des ~'1eib allerdf,ngs, es liar durchaua 
n1ch t 3usge3cblossen von den · ~r: ontl1chen Gottcu­
dionatar.:, it-. Osgent eil, Fr&uen bildoten ott ~1nen 
St}nz pr o i mmt on Tcil der Gemei11den, 11ie -aun 1Jlre1• 
tu:m:!'1:;en ErwP..hn-ang i 1r 'Houan Testament hervor1aht. 
Aber cJa .s .'{e ib solJ.t a in Rube, in atillar Zi,ruckge• 
zo~cnheit l e r nen . Sie sollte nicht etwa l'redigten 
ocie1~ Leh1•ve ha .dlur-.cen i m Gottesdienot durph .f'racen 
u nt o:rhroc;•~n odor s.tch vo1~1aut vordrangen.q 

FausBe t 1:"lphnsizas ·t he learnine by declaring that a 

Vloman shoul d not e,,e 1 put questions in the public aa·sembl.J.5 

I1; woul d t s help.ful at this time to examine the word 

for 11q11ietne1:ia . 11 I'fllll use s ,lrc1x/.c • Tbnyer defines the 

word a s "e. qu i e t c ondition in BfJ1':eral, inclusive of silence." 

and nc'escrip t :t,,e · or the life of one ,.,ho atu11 at home 

doing his ov:n v!or k, and does not officiously meddle with 

3r..ensk1., .21?.• ill•, p. 562. 

4-p. E .. Kretzmann ., n,.a l'astoralbriefe (St. Louis. 
f.71saour1: Conco1~caa Publ'Iiblng House, 1918)., . p·. 7~• 

5A. R. Fausset:, "Oommant&ry on First 'l'imot,hy," 
C:z-1t1cal Comll'!entnn: or Jameson, Fausset, and ;3i'0Wn 
\Ph1l!,ldelph1a : j. B.Lippincott and co., c.'r8/0), 'Vt, 
p. 154. .. :. 

. ... 
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the af'f.n1rs of othars. 116 l>robably the most helpful use 

or this vmrd in the ~J.e·<, T3stument is that which ·occu'!'s in 

II Thessalonians 3 :12. liere the entire phrase 1a .,-..,.,-~ 

C~ · ' :, '¥"'' 11 • ,,,.,,, ~c◄r epr'4, 9"-,E~•' v;ork1116 \'1~th quiotnasa-." W,-,4"1'-, 

is put into ciiroct contr a:st to ~z-/,c-.r,-,, "ciisnrclerly" 

which des c:ril'>ea t he specif ic cond1t1on against whloh Paul 

1:s v1rit:lng ,;1he n he pen s h ls aclmon1t1on. The opposite or 
"qui e t ness" then i s a 11<.li so der ly11 conquct. not· just a 

certain loudnes s whlch , of course, is certainI-:,1 included. 

Poul' a use of t:h ·.s word gi\•es \'IC1Bbt. to the arg\1.111ent that 

Faul had l n min<.l a cei"'t ! 1 rebellious e r1d disorderl~ eloment 

1n t he cone:regatio11 whi ch Ti.mothl1 was serving. Tho other 

inst nces of. th! s worc.1 tmci its derivatives in the New 

'l'estemon t su:9nor 1; .this contontion. 7 

111n a ll subjoct icn . " 

not pntti?lc, ha r salf' forwa r d • not in self-assertion. not 

making herself board• 'to he suborcli,nate • . The .,,.,, is not 

intensive but extensi\•e . 8 The words occur also in 

II Corinthian s 9:13, ant' C1alatians 2:5. But 1;he verb 

6Josopb lier1r~• Thayer, ! Greek-Mrmlish llex1con_ of !!!!. 8 M!!_ Tent&111en_! (Chi cago : Americam Book Cor.ipany, a.1889), P• 2 1 • 

7r..uke lh:4; Acts 11:18; 21:llu ,22·12; I _Thessalonians lull; 
II Thessalon1ans ;:12; I T1Mothy 2:2; I Peter 3:4. T • 

8Lenak1• £.E.• ill_., p. 562. 

.. . 
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C , 

V71o):-4,r,_..,, is very common in the aenae ot "being 

8labjoot • 11 It is uued or the subjection or the wite to 

her bual>tmd.9 Lock believes that the phrase here at111! 

htta Paul dea ling clirectll' with bha conduct at the meot1nga ~ · 

in a submission to conutituted author1tJ, !•.!.• the officials. 

and retulat1ons of the Church. But even he allows that the 

-dr, sucgasts also "their husbands" and 11 the word 

su8§est& a reference to the whole relation or wife to 

hnsbond.nlO However, the writer bel1aves that this passage 

r afers to stri ctly the activities in the church. Whatever 

concern it ho.s fol" ct1,,1t~• outside the church 1a beyond 

the scope of this paper. 

"'-.erhP.ps a hr i af historical and 1sogogioal porapraph 

ffould point the f oregoing. 

It was pe r mitted to anJ !!!!! to ask questions, to object, 
altercate., a ttempt to refute, !!!• in the Sinagogue; 
'tlut this l iber t y was not allowed to any woman. '!'he 
Jews v,011ld not permit a woman to read in the synasota-ueJ 
though a servant or even a child had this r,e;rm1aa1onJ 
but the a11ostlo refers to irregular conduc~11suoh as 
proved the. t: the:; were not under obedience• 

Artor explaining the correct attitude tor women to 

hQ••e while thoy learn, Paul adds the injunction that women 
.,, 

· 9z Corinthians l4:34J Ephesians 5:22; Co1oas1ana 5118: 
Titus 2:5; I Peter 3;1; Thi6 verb 1s one of the 1nsuffi-

8 cle11t1,, explored Hreas or the prol1lem as pointed out in th 

introduction of this ihesia. 
10vralter Lock., "~'he Pastoral Epistles, n Internotlonal 

Critical Commentar~ (New York: Charles Scribneria Sona., 
19¾)., p.32. 

11Adam Clarke Comn1ontar:v and Critical Notea (Hew Yorks 
Phillips and Hunt: c.1883), tI, P• 154• 
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are not to tench in the public services ot the Christian 

ooll(.rege.tion. /is Kret,zmanu puts it, "Der Apostal hat 

" hior d11::. of fentli che Lah1•en 1m Auge, das Auftreten vor der 
, 

aeme1nde in cor Holle eines ,C~,k4tA01 .n12 
, , , 

Paul snys" oc,I( 6'1t'cZ-tf'd~ , "I do not allow. 0 The 

vorb moans ·to tlll'n something over to someone. Robertson 

clllilils that .Faul i s a_ aalcini; a 1thor1tnt 1vely91' But Lenaki 

diffe r ~ v,ith hin, OS follats : 

This i s not an autonratic ruling or Paul' a; he does 
not per-mit because the law does not do so (I Cor. 14:34), 
namel~· the ~~•r or111orah, ,! • .!•, Gene111s, 1n the 
section which deals with the creation and the tall. 
If Paul \'ioulc.'\ permit this he would be like thofp who 
set asi dtt tha Tox•ah nncl decree as they please • .lJ.I. 

Paul speuks here not on his o\'m authoritJ but as an exponent 

of what Goe cal·s to the situation at hand. 

faul does not permit a woman "to teach." This means 

in the public meetin c:lear1,. Robertson 0 1 1nes. "And 

~et all modern Chri stians allow women to teach Sunday ~chool 

classea. One reels sor.ehow that something is not expreassd 

hora to maka it a ll clear.1115 

Paul is not speaking ot ordinary schoolroom .teacb1nc. 

where secular knowledge is imparted by ona who is authority 

12J~tzmann, ~• .ill•, P• r{2. 

1 "~~ ,A. T. Itobertson, "The h'pistles or st. Paul, ~ 
Pictures in the 'Ne,, Testament (New York: Harper 8 !1d i)Ona• 
0 .1931), N,p. ,?n". 

14Lensk1, op. ill•, p. 56,. 
15 o Robertnon, 21?.• ~-, P• 57 • 
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enough in some hruncb or leurnins to alt at the teacher's 

desk • . A learned woman ~sj discourse to a whole class of . 

men. 

l1aul re:re.rs to teaching §criiture and not to imparting 
intellectue l secular informa Ion to the mind. The 
public ttrncha1• of God's people does not onl}• tell 
othaz•a what theJ need to know, but in the capac1t}' or 
such a teacher he otands before ·his audience to rule 
a.11c1 _r:;over.,p_ it vlith the \'lord. That position and that 
~u~~T'Ec.~ the !fiord itself accords to the 11111n and 
w~.tilholds from the woman~ and no woman 111ay step lnto 
the pla ce of the man '1ithout violating the veey Jlord 
she. wou l d t1•y to t ench to both women and men. lier 
ef!'ort t;o do so \'!ould be selr--cont:radictory 1n God' a 
e}•es clesp i1;e what the world may say. i'aul is bound as 
much :ln thic as we all are. God and his W.Prd .hove not 
'!turned overn to him or to anybod~ else a right to aa7 
anyt,hine; on tbis relation or the sexes in the church 
that is different from what Paul saya.16 

~ " -:, __ /I ... _. , ,,. , 
W1 th the wo:a."c1s ~~n -t.~!"!'._&~'C'E!-·" ,t,l,~or Paul . . . . . 

expands the p:.a-.ticular proh1bi tion into a · general precopt. 

A woman 1 s not; to c.rnorci se dominiqn or authority over the 

mnn. The v:orcl -c"JJ,~Z:l'w-, •me&nt "to use one's own armor" 

Ol':iginally .17 '!'nen 1t came to n1ean 11ono who with his own 

hand kills either others or himself." In later Greek the 

~orcl took tha rnaan1ng of "one who does Cl thing himself• the 

authox·.11
11 consequeni;ly 11 • 11one v1ho . acts 

autocrnt1c. nl8 .. J1i!i~rb"iKI- VIBD the 
( . . . . 

, -" .. Pla11ng tha master v,hil0 a(M'i.U"E,l,~c&I 
., 

16tensk1, .2E.• .!:!!•, P•· 564. 

on his own authority. 

11terary word for 

was the vernacular 

17Robert Young, Ana11t1cal Ooncordance !2. ~ Bible 
(lfeV:' York: Punk and \'!a£inalls Company, n~d.)11 P• 0

'• 

18 · 
Thayer, -2£• ill.•, P• 8Ji. 


