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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Martin Luther considered the New Testament teaching of
the Royal Priesthood of Believers a fundamental principle
of the evangelical outlook of the Holy “hristian “hurch.
According to this doctrine, every Christian is a Royal
Priest before God. Luther wrote in his essay, "The

Babylonian Captivity of the Church':

Let everyone, therefore, who knows himself to be a
Christian be assured of this, and apply it to him-
self, that we are all priests, and there is no dis-
tinction between us, that is to say, we have the
same power in respect to the Word and all the
Sacraments.
The Royal Priesthood of Bellevers, then, is the very heart-
beat of Christ's Church on earth, for it grows directly out
of the gospel itself and bears fruit in all areas of 1ife.2
In the Reformation Martin Luther rediscovered this

teaching. For many centuries the principle of the Royal

lgartin Luther, "The Babylonian Captivity of the Church,”
Works of Martin Luther, translated by #Albert T. Steinhauser
{The Philsdelphia kditicn; Philadelphia: The Muhlenberg
Press, 1943), II, 282 f.

2T..A. Kantonen, Resurgence of the Gospel (Philadel-
phia: The Muhlenberg 'P'z»'e""‘ss,g"‘i OL8Y, p. 159.
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Priesthood of Bellevers had besen obscured by the super-
structure of the Homan Catholic hierarchy and its false
doctrines. It was held that the members of the hierarchy
had to mediate between the people and God, and alsc that
they alone were able to bring the means of grace to any=-
body. It is not unroasonable to maintain that much of the
formelism and corruption that crept into the Roman Catholie
Church was because it ignored the doctrine of theRoyal
Priesthood of Believers.

But such haed not slways been the picture of Christen-
dom. 'The early Uhristian Church knew, appreciated and
practiced the doctrine of the Royal Priesthood. They be=
lieved that this was a teaching rooted desp in the
Hessianic mission of Christ, and that it was taught by
Peter, John and Paul. But they did not stop with that.

To them, the Royal Priesthood of Believers was a livingl
force which enabled Christianity to get a foothold in the
ancient world, to spread, and to triumph over the fiercest
kind of opposition.3 Hark 16:20 reads: "They went forth
and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them."
This shows thse Universal Priesthood in action, foxr here 1is
a description of all Christians, not only the apostles,

In fact, when persecution struck the Church in Jerusalem,

Luke says: "They wers all scattered......except the

31vid., p. 155
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" and "those who were scattered went about preach-

apostles,
ing the word." Acta 8:1L. T. R. Glover in his graphic
description of the growth of the early Christian Church
glves this insight into the dynamic power for mission work
which 1s contained in the principle of the Hoyal Priest-
hoodsg

The real conviction of the living Christ was not
carried to the world by a book or by a story. Msn
might allege they had seen the risen Lord; that was
nothing till they themselves were known. The wit-
ness of the Resurrection was not the word of Paul...
nor of the eleven; it was the new power in 1life and
death that the world saw in changed men....The legend
of a reputed resurrection of some unknown person in
Pelestine nobody needed to consider, but what were
you to do with the people who died in the arena, the
reborn slaves with thelr newness of 1life in your own
house?...«The conviction of the people you knew,
amazing in 1lts power of transforming character and
winning first the good will and the trust and then
the conversion of others, was supported and confilrm-
ed by the nature and personality of the lan ﬁf Whom
they spoke, of ¥hom you read in their books.

Another factor which caused the Gentiles to wonder was
the realization that the Christians had no class of priests.
This set Christianity apart from all the pagan religions, in-
cluding also the mystery religions. Wherever the Roman
army had conquered, had entered & far-away country, had met
2 new people, had become acquainted with a different cul-

ture and another religion, there was always a class of

hlbid., pe 156 f., quoting T. R. Glover, The ‘
Influence of Christ in the Ancient World (Cambridges
University Press, 1920), Po 90 If.
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prlests. The apostles had a prominent place among them
and for a time oven took care of the alms. Moreover, the
believers took part in the temple worship. But the apos=-
tles never claimed to be priests,? When the Christians
fled from Jerusalem, mixing with peoples of many countries
and races, i1t was apparent to all that there was no cless
of priests smong them.

In viewing the experience of early Christendomy, one
can readily see that Martin Luther advanced no new doctrine
in teaching the Hoyal Priesthood of Bellevers. Instead, as
above stated, he brought to light that teaching which had
boen believed and lived in the first century after Christ.
The great Reformer came to know this principle through his
study of the Holy Scriptures, in which are writtsn these
sacred words which the early Christians came to learn
mostly by word of mouth.

It 1s the purpose of this thesis to sxamine the pase
sages of the New Testament which speak of the Royal Priest-
hood of Belisvers. Actually, there are only five instances
where the Christian priesthocod is specifically mentioned.
They are I Peter 2353 I Peter 2:9; Revelation 1:6;

Revelation 5:10; and Revelation 20:6. All other references

5williem Arndt, "A Royal Priesthood I Peter 239,"
Concordia Theological Monthly, XII (April 1948), 241, .
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to priests or priesthood are either to the priestly office

of Christ or to Jewish and pagan priests. However, Kantonen

rightly points out:

The thought underlying the principle 1s so richly
supported in other forms of speech bhoth by the
teaching of Christ Himsell and by the proclama-
tion and practice of the apostolic Church that

its validity cannot ge guestioned nor its impor-
tance overestimated.

6Kantonen,_gg. cite, 'pe 4T




CHAPTER II
I PETER 2:9

The foremost passage that speaks of the Royal
Priesthood of Believers is I Peter 2:9. It reads J/,,a,;‘,
ﬁ drz{:/d.s ;n.llu:'.v’l/ ﬁue,’juar ft/)w’.‘r".;a;usg/ E'-'9V;J.i :'((}.'ayj ,7{@3.5' s‘--?.f
i 301 ;ra;'rimfl STWS THs S;Iesrb?; ; f.ga,ru’,-"“;.rz 707 oK crsTOVS s
l{dﬂa’g"q;frﬂb A4S 5 ‘9@,#&?7'-}:1 ajro'3 4)”36 .
This text is well established. %The only variant reading
is in respect o (s » Hinuscle number 69 has the
reading -7]'-,-,; 2.5 « However, the better manuscripts favor
v 5iS i

In this passage the Holy VWriter in a burst of inspired
elogquence shows the true dignity of a Christian. As a cone-
trast to the dark destiny of the unbelieving world, hs
pictures the blessed state and high privilege of a belisv-

or.® These words were addressed to "the strangers scate-

lgreek Now Testament, edited with Critical Apparatus
by Dr. Bberhard Nestle, newly revised by Dr. Erwin Nestle
(Sixteenth Edition; New York, American Blble Society, 1936),
Pe 23. "Where §) (&N resp.) # and @ (in the Epistles,
7j:0G) hgve not been names with a variant, they agres with
our test.

- 2y3111am Arndt, "Royal Priesthood I Pater 2:9,"
Concordia Theological Monthly, XII (April 1948), 24i. .
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tered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and
Bithynis," {1:1), churches which had been founded by Paul.
Though it is not definitely stated; perhaps Peter had
sometime or another visited these churches.3

Peter wrote this epistle to encourage and comfort the
Christlans who were facing trials and persecutions for
their faith. Nero'!s persecution of Christians in Rome en-
couraged the enemles of ths believers everywhere to take
adventage of the slightest pretext to pgrsecute.k Halley
observess

It is thought, possibly, that Pster may have written

this Letter inmodliately after Paul!s martyrdcm, and

sent it by Silas, 5212, who had been one of Paul's

helpers, to these churches which Paul had founded,

Lo encourage them to bear up under their suffering,

Silas personally carrying the news of Paul’s martyr-

dom to Paul's churches. Thus the Epistle was born

in an atmosphere of suflfering, shortly belore Petsr's

own wmartyrdonm, oxhorting Christisns not to think it

astrange that they had to suffer, geminding them that

Christ did his work by Suffering.
There may bs some merit in this, but it is only a ccnjec-
ture. In the Tirst chapter the Apostle describes the bles=
sed hope of an incorruptible inheritance which the Tcllow-
era of Christ have. In the second chapter the writer de-

acribes the exalted position and the true calling which the

3Hlenry Hampton Halley, FPocket Bible Hendbook (Sixteen-
th Edition; Chicego: Henry E. Halley, 194}, pe 500.

}Tbid., pe 507
51bid.

P
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followers of Christ possess.® It is significent that in
this chapter thore are twc of the five passages in the
New Testament which speak of the oyal Priesthood of Be=
lievers -« verse [ive as well as verse nine.

Verse nine 1s based on terms and expresslons of the
0ld Testament Scriptures, not of the original Hebrew ver-
8ion, but the Greck translation, the Septuagint. Kittel
sayss "According to 8ll knowledge available today, the
word Ta(oo:r»u/ug. occurs only in the Septuagint and in
literaturs which is based on the LX.X.“7 A comparison of
this verse with the 0ld Yestament passages shows thab
a;"’:/a.‘. LKAvkTde points back to Isaiah 413320 .‘Tg',",'iv;,,_ T
&f;:/f'o wod T EAAEKTOY ;’3«9-:’)&/.»9;/ ) :'.__;qfn,q,wu is

~

A - < 4 f lx
found in Lxcdus 1936 Visls g w—;mg,_ ,Mc:’} BaTIAGI OV

[ ’ - /' & . ;’“QL} Py A ‘
18P8T VR0 o (SNTijelo” I543ToSka, ET oS 8rior, Adas &75 Rowiiroi ey
reechoes the words of Moses which God told him to speak on
3 G s b > /

Hount Sinai: Exodus 19:5,0 £0ec#e o1 Mos iTe10JTI0S

> 1 2 % Vs ? - G
dms Trevrwr Tdv £Ivev. ©wa fop BT Tirw Rpy.
s v 0. 5l R ety
vusls 52 er€r¥e wor SaciAbioy 1e0TE L Kl STV0s
:\'d-,;y o Hoses used the same expressions when he repeated

the Law in the Book of Deuteronocmy. Deuteronomy 7:6 reads

barndat, loc. cite

TTheologisches Worterbuch zum Neuen Testament, edited
by Gerhard Kittel (StubLtgarts verlag von W, Kohlhammer,
1938), Dritter Band, p. 249.
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01‘[ Aads 5{*"" r.i' I(amu -m,u '?l-w 7o, Kol o%
T 'c-u\-.x"m i(v,mo.s 5 Peos oY, s‘fm e quw Aoy
rTgazoucvav . Ageln in Deuteronomy 1Lz2 he states &7

Adds v"}zaa ef chm'a‘u TJ;J -’9&53 7oV, Kal TE E}:f}.,\é Sareo
Kduas & 665 pov ysverPn o aird Aabv msaiebavor
Deuteronomy 26:18 reads Ko} Kvzses af}\qra’ & 7’};/;&94;951
revee R ¢t adrd Madv T4arodriev . 1n welachi 3:17
the Lord tells the prophet: Ko E’g"‘aym{ Ao, /icz’*—af K:{’p,-a:,
N'uvo‘”t(pq‘ru}u &is «; -VLGJ r]b' t‘.dw rrom) £7s iTw:y u(*qr";sl.
The words 077'-4)5 Tes :.’ STHS B¢ qd-df-f:m nTE 757 Ek TwdTirs
u, X Kads @"mvroo €75 TS i’%sdﬂ.umrw a5729 ?du wmay be
traced back to Isalah 43:21 \udy AUV ;.'JV ITo0 1 27 0 },;-C‘bgq,.-—, Y
Tas é{ﬂa-‘i'ml‘f Sy NE ](w'i'.l"' St s :

feter emphasizes that what had been said of God's

chosen people in 01d Testament times applies with still
greater force to the Christians of the New Tostanent«o
Exodus 19:5,6 particularly is a good example of the 01d
Testament teaching on the Royal Priesthood of Believers,
These words were addressed to all the believers in Israsl
and no®t only to the Levitical priesthood: For the priest-
hood of believers existed already in the days of the

Patriarcins, at a time when there was not as yet & Levitical

8%alter . Buszin, "The Doctrine of the Universal
Priesthood and Its Influence Upon the Liturgises and Husic
of the Lutheran Church," Valparaiso University Pamphlet
Series, No. 2 (June 1, 1940), p. 99 f.




10
priesthood.9 Professor Buszin says:
As priests, all true Israelites were to give instruc-
tion to their children (Deuteronomy L39,10; 6: 7,20ff.,)

and sacrifice the paschal lamb. (Exodus 12).
priesthood was a gift of God, not something one could

work for and merit, for we read: "I have given your

%§a;§§;2 ggf%giounto you as a service of gift,

It would bs well to look at these terms which Peter,
quoting from the 01d Testament, ascribes to the believers,
First of all Jébd& Exjaxrf? « Christians by virtus of
God's love have been elected to be & people which no long-
er belongs to this worldett 5ﬁ$ﬂa implies that all the
individual members are sons of a common Father and ars
therefore brethren (Acts 13:16}.12 Schott13justly remarks
that this is predicated of the Christlans as an already
present condition. ZkAiiTS7 shows that this 1s an ach

complete in God Himself. He has selected us.

Z-'va.:.’ &'-a.,w implies that the believers are wholly

gIbidvg pe 990
101bid., p. 100,

1lronn Ed. Huther, "Criticel and Exegeticel Handbook
to the General pistles of James, Peter, John, and Juds,"
Meyer!s Commentary on the New Testament, translated from
the Third Edition of the Werman by Paton J. Gloag, D. B.
Croon, and Clarke H, Irwin; American Editor Timothy Dwight
(New York: Funk & Wagnalls, Publishers, 1887), p. 252.

127 H. A. Hart, "The First Epistle General of Peter,"
The Expositors Greek New Testament (New York:z George H.
Doren Gompany, Ne Gels Vs 57e

13Huther, loc._cite
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set apart lor God as exclusively His:own.lh Christians &ars
& multitude of people having the same nature.ls Wuestlge-
\ - / :
seribes Awos 348 Tu9/ToNfiY  as a unique, private owner-
ship, a personal ownership of the saints by God. Each
saint 1s God's unique possession just as if that saint
were the only human being in existence, Concerning
'4

TR v the Pulpit Commentary states:

The literal meaning of the Gresk verb used by

St. Peter is "a people for acquisition,” or "for

keeping safe," the verb having the sense of "gain-

ing, acquiring,” and also that of preserving, keep=

ing for one's self."....eeflcts 20:28 the Church of

God which He purcha3f9 RNy T LRI RTRATI

with His own blood."
Titus 2:1l also expresses this thought.

Qur Savior, Jesus Chris%, gave Himself for us that

He might redeem us Ifrom all iniquity, and purify

unto Himself a people for His own possession,

Aade Treersd oy zealous of pood workss

By the use of revoy, :-5’:”.5‘ Add's in this text
Christians are spoken of as a community united together in
itself. Although the beslievers may be of different races

and nations, the names employed by the Apostlie Peter point -

1kJosaph.Henry Thayer, A Groek - English Lexlicon of ths
New Testament (New York, Cincinnati, Chicago: American
Book Coupany, 1889), p. Te

15Kenneth Wuest, First Poter in the Greek Hew
Testament (Grand Rapids, EHichligan: Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Couwpany, 1942}, p. 56.

161bid., pe 57
17B. Go. Caffin, "The First Epistle of Peter," The Pulpit

Commentary, edited by H. D, i Spence and Joseph S, Bxel
{Wew York and Toronto: Funk and Wagnalls Company), p. 272.
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to the fact that they belong to God. Gdd has joined them
to Himself %o form one people.18 Gelations 3328 also
bears this out: "There is nelther Jew nor Greek, there is
neither bond nor free, there is nelither male nor femals:
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” In this connection
Kantonen makes an interesting observation. He shows thab
the term Aqag is the source of the words laity and lay-

man.+9 In his book, Resurgence of the Gospel, he states:

Subsequent corruption of the apostolic doctrine has
led to the view that laymen are on a lower spirituel
lavel than priests. In the Hew Testzment fo be a
rnember of the lalty of Ghrist'speople is to be a
member of a royel priesthocd.

In verse nine Pster refers to the believers also as
f%fkfrbﬁ%q o This word is a collectlve term signifying a
class or & group of priests. In the English, however,
"priesthood" alsc mey wean the office of a2 priest. But for
this meaning Luke uses ;3¢9ﬁ7?4;i (Luke 1:9).21 Since

‘@Jéjﬁﬁ¢%q moeans "priesthood” or "class of priests" and

is thereby & collective term, 1t can be seen that therein

184uther op. cit., p. 253.

19?. A. Kantonen, Resurgence of the Gospel {Philadele
phia: The Muhlonberg Press, L940), Ps 14D

201pb1d.

alﬂrnd v __2. Cltcg Pe 21%].'.
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the Una Sancta ecclesia finds expresslon.zz Poter 1s addres-
eing the Christians, the members of the ecclesia referred
to in 1l:1, when he says: "Ye are a Royal Priesthood.™ To
the Galations Paul puts it in these words: "Ys ars all ths
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus." (Galatidns 3:26).
Any Christien, therefore, is a memberof the priesthood of
believers. The hond that unites them is invisible =-
faith in Jesus Christ.23 Luther in his sermons sand other
writings very definitely emphasized the fact that all
Christians are members of the priesthood. In An OPen

Letter to the Christien Nobility Luther interprets Romans

13z}, "For as we have many members in ons body, and all
members have not the same office,” with specisl reference
to the Royal Priesthood of Bellevers:

& cobbler, & smith, a farmer; sach has the work and
office of his trade, and yet they are all aliks con=
secrated priests bisheps, and every cne by means of
his own work or office must benefit and serve svery
other, that in this way many kinds of work may be
done for the bodily and spiritual welfare of the
community, egﬁg as 8ll members of the body serve

cne another,

Again, in the same treatise, Luther says: "Through baptism

22Tbid., p. 247.
231oid.

2lggartin Luther, "An Open Letter to the Christian
Nobility of the German Nation Concerning the Reform of the
Christian Estate,” ¥Works of Martin Luther, translated by
Charles ii. Jacobs (The Philadelphia KEdition; Pniladelphias
The Muhlenberg Press, 1943), II, 69.
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all of us are consecrated to the priasthood.“zs Also in
his interpretetion of Hosea L:6, given in 1530, Luther re-
marked: "He is truly a prlest; who possesses the correct
knowledge and understanding of God and a sound comprshsen-
sion of the Scriptures.“26

But in verse nine Pster speaks of the priesthoocd as
& ﬁaw/")lsim;f rﬁ_ﬁl{?&f}‘;(bq « There have been many and
various lnterpretations and opinions concerning the word
Zac/Asiev in its relation to :@ﬂ4+sgaq,Luthar tock the
dual view, meaning thatﬁgﬁrfuﬁlev e 2od .JJAa signifies

thet all Christiane are kings and priests. In A Treatlse

on Christian Liberty, he writes:

As to the kingship, every Christian is by faith so
exalted above all things that by a spiritual power
he is lord of all things wlthout exception, so that
nothing can do him any harm whatever, nay, all
things are made subject to \%m and compelled %o
serve him to his salvation.

In the same essay he enlarges on the dual view of kings
and prilests with a rathsr unique presentaticn. In the 0ld

Testament God sanctified to Himsell every first born male.

251bid., p. 66

26gertin Luther, "Ahclegung des Alten Testaments,”
Dr, Martin Luther's SBmmtliche =chriften, edited by John
Georg welich {Ste Louis, Ho.: GConcordia Publishing House,
1887), VI, 10Lk.

2Twartin Luther, "A Treatise on “hristian Liberty,"
Works of Martin Luthe translated by W. A, Lambert
(Priladelphiza Editlon, Pniladelphia- The Huhlenberg Press,
1943), II, 32l
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In turn, the sldest son highly prized the birthright, for
it had a two-~fold honor, that of priesthood, and that of
kingshipe. This was a spiritual kingship and alsoc a type of
Christ, Whose kingdom is not of this world, but Who reigns
in heavenly and spiritual things and consecrates them,
When our Lord was born of the Virgin Mery, He slso, as the
eldest Son, had the birthright end thereby obtained thess
two prerogatives «- that of priesthood and that of king-
ship. Jesus lmparts these to all who believe on Him,
according to the law of marriags by which the wifs owns
whetever belongs to the hugband.28

Stoeckherdt alsc maintains that{3qrfltuu ;thﬁa%ﬂi
contains the concept of "kings end priests." The 01d
Testament phrass (Exodus 19:6) E_Z"jETD .:?;J?DQ
(a kingdom of priests) which in the sepéuagintvis trans-
lated "royal priesthood,” Stoeckhardt interprets as ascrib-
ing a dual status to the Christian -~ that of a king and of
a priast.29 De Wstte explains the expression as meaning
"a priesthood which is sovereign, which possess fresdom,
and is subjJect to no one except God,"30 Lenski follows

practically the same lins of thought. He zays that the be-

281pid., p. 323

agArndtg _QE. cj-t.’ p. 2,-[1-’-0
301p14.
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lievers are "as a body of royal priests. No man stands
over us in our relation to God."3: He explains his posi-
tion by saying that Christians are soversign like Christs
Both adjective and noun denote our objective standing
with God through “hrist.....The basic concept is found
in the word "priesthood,” the addition 1s the adjec=-
tlve "royal;" hence the thought is not "a kingdom
consisting"entire&y of priests; but: "priests, whga
are royal,"” like Melchizedek and thus like Christ,
Selwyn is ancther exsgeie who holds to the dual view. In
his recent commentary on First Peter; he maintains that
{GdrfA£lov is 2 noun, and for that reason we ars here desl=-
ing with a double term. He Iinterprets ﬁuwjjt sioy fi-;/aq'ﬁz{,uq“
as Poter saying to the Christians:s "You are @
kingdom, a priesthood.”33
But is it valid to use (3g¢JXsfor here as a noun?
I8 it correct %o hold the dusl view of ﬂua-flc\z;aw l"‘i;/ichu{,«v.a. ?
Forg3m¢fh$41; is an adjective expressing the ldea of
poszession, Whileggaﬂvﬂlkﬂg denotes ability, fitness.34
The original Hebrew of Exodus 19:6, upon which most of the
terminology of IPeter 2:9 is based; reads "ﬁ'%"»‘fﬂ Dj};‘f)

3lr, ¢, H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the Epistles
of St. Peter, St. John, end St, Jude (Columbus, Ohlo:
Lutheran Book Goncern, 1938}, p. 10l.

327bide,po 103.

33Arndt, loc. cite

3barnds, loc. cite
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Lii ;Tfr) 0]/‘1) E:]:TD 17:#0 O . Concerning the ex-
pression ﬂ"’]ff.} *f:::? DQ » Kittel says: "The ex-
pression 'Kingdom of Prieét;' may be traced back to an
apoch in which it may well have implied that all Israelites
ere priests; they constitute a kingdom which consists of
priests.“35 In other words, the believers, according to
this passage, are the Royal Priesthood only bscause they
beleong to the one family of the children of God, not be=
cause they themselves are sovereign. It is God, the King,
Who governs and animates all things. In the ﬂSdawﬂi;qgg
ﬂ&q{rg%ﬂﬁ the priestly character is the leading role.36
This, fhenp is the idea which the 01ld Testament phrass
suggests: a kingdom in which all the subjects are priests.
Findlay also takes ﬁgﬁpfkg4gy as an adjective signify-
ing "being the property of =a king."37 The words seem to
present this picture: "As a royal aramy is an army belong-
ing to a king, so a royal priesthood is & class of priests

that owes its allegiance to a king, in this case to Christ,

clte

e

35Theologisches Worterbuch zum Neuen Testament, loce. %

36G. F. C. Fronmiller, "The Epistle General of Peter," |
A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, translated from the :
Second Revised German Edition, with additions original and ;
gselected by J. Isidor Hombert, edited by John Peter Lange 4
and Philip Schaff (New York: Charles Scribner & Co., 1869), 3

Po 3l
37Arndt, loc. cite
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the Son of God, true God Himself. But in driAsio/
To0d 7e9ua » Findlay also includes the idea of service --
"a priesthood in the service of & king."3? Huther in
ieyer's commentary agrees with this and quotes Veiss who
says that the believers are a "priesthood serving Jshovah
the King, just as we speak of the royal household."ho

Another opinion that has been advanced on the

‘l".,/u: TV is thia:

The 7g~4¢@nwa is royal because it belongs to ths

King, Who has chosen it as His own possession, and,

because therefore, 1% shares in His glory; not he=-

cause the [wearivsaa ﬁfe themselves kings and

shall reign upon earth.
If sharing in His glory 1s teken in the senss of beling
sovereign with Him and reigning with Him, then it is not
within the meaning of thls passage. But if it .is taken in
the sense that as subjects of Christ in His kingdom we bask
in the glory of His love, In contrast with the state of ths
unbelievers, then sharing in His glory fits in with the

concept of verse nine.

Therefore, on the bases of the possession and service

381b1d., p. 246.
391bid., p. 2lk.
hoHuther, op. cit., p. 252, quoting Velss, p. 125
Wcharles Bigg, "The HEpistles of St. Peter and St.

Jude," International Critical Comment on the Holy
Scrigturea of the Old &nd New Testaments (Hew YOris

Charles Soribner's Sons, 1005), LX1, 13le
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idea in the ﬁqw'j\uov one must take issue with Selwyn who
holds the dusl wview. He tries to back his interpretation
with the following arguments: 1) Since in II Maccabees
2317 ;'Sow-;-i). 219y 18 2 noun and is found side by side with
ﬁa;/JGS‘TiJH__%q he claims that he is justified in translating
{53*:"'1}).’:21{)/ apm'mgma as found in I Peter 2:9 and 1n Exodus
19:6, "a kingdom, & priosthood."hz But in so doing he
fails toc evaluate properly the fact that the twe words are
joined by "end" in the II Maccabees 2:17 passaga.h‘B 2) He
also bases his arguments on the position of words in
I Poter 2:9. Since (3:1«7‘;32'-' ?¢¥ is befors I‘?,Féf'a“-‘l‘v“ s in-
stead of following 1t (es the other adjectives in verse
nine follow the nouns they wodirfy), he claims that the
word is not an adjective but a noun.hl-f' Again, this cannot
be stressed, for Peter could be influenced by the rsletive
position of the words in Exodus 19:6. Furthermore, Selwyn's
argument on the basis of the word order can also be turned
against him. For it can be held that the rhythm of the
vassage would be destroyed if there would be two uncon=-
nected nouns in a sentence in which there was a series of

phrases containing a noun plus an adjactive.h‘s

1+2Arndt, obe clt., pe 245,
h‘3£§.1_‘.i.-
bhypiq.
451014,
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31nce(3¢¢;ﬁg:a/ is an adjective in I Peter 2:G,

the dual view, kings and priests, held by Luther and
toeckhardi, also does not reecho the meaning of verse
nine. Luther's analogy of receiving Christ's birthright
of a king and s priest through failth cannot bs used to
interpret this text. Lenskl and De Wette, who hold that
priests possesssovereignty also do nolt express what is in
the text, for, as before stated, ﬁsarf}lww l'f‘;ﬂﬁffwﬂﬂmeans
that Christ is the King and that the Christiansz are all -
priests, serving Him in His Kingdom,

But Peter did not stop after stating that the high
position and privilege of every Christian is to be a mem=
ber of the Hoyal Friesthmad.A Por with every privilegs
there is also an obligation. The Apostle concludes this
verse by saying that the members of the Zoyal Priesthood
are "to show forth the praises of Him Who has called you

out of darkness into His marvelous Light,"

o /
For ths word @irys  the King Jemes translation reads

*oraises.” Thayer defines it as excellences, perfections,

> /
and quotes Gephard as saying that the deeT«s are She

attributes "which shine forth in our gratuitous calling and

in the whola work of our .sua.].'\re;tion..J'l"6 To Fronmiiller the

: /
iﬁw;ﬂmo emphaslzed CGod's omnipotence and wmercy. He remarkss

l{,éf_[lhayep’ OPBe. citeg Pe 730
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The connection suggests more pertvicularly His omni-
potence which removes every obstacle, and His mercy
which condescends to the most degraded slave of
sin, The last attribute in particular, was expres-
sed in the appearing of Christ. Balieving congro=
gations Ehould be both the trumpets and the mirrors
thereof .47

means to publish, %o tell out, to glve wide=-

spread publicity to what takes place within. This is to

-

be done by the entire community of believers.hﬁ

Every believer has been made a member of the Royal
Friesthood for & purpose ~= to take part in an holy propa-
gande. This is the theme of the purpose clause of verse

nines

God has done great things for you; He has taken you
out of the desert of darkness and death and brought
you into the garden of life and light. Shout this
from the housetops and tell the people that what He
has done for yﬁg He 1s esger tc do for others, in
fact, for all.

Peter is challenging the Royal Priesthood of Bellevers to
& sacred missicn. In reference to this, Kantonen graphi-
cally describes a Christiants call to sacred services

Whenever He (Christ) spoke in lofty terms about
Himself and His Messianic vocation, He proceeded
Tforthwith to speak in the same lofty terams about
His people and their vocation. Did He say: "I

am the Light of the world?" Yes, but He also saids
"You are the lights of the world." Did Hs say that
He performed mighty worlks which should lsad people

h‘TFronmullerg QDo 9-:1'-_?_09 Pe 35.
481p1d.
U9arndat, op. cit., p. 247.
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to trust Him? Yes, but He also sald: "Greater

works than these shall he {the believer) do."” Did

He say that the Father had sent Him into the world

to carry out a great mission? Yes, but He also said,
"As ths Father hath sent Me; even so I send you."

And when His own historical mission was completed,

He actually did entrust the entire work of the Kingdom
on earth to His people: "Go into all the world and
preach the Gospel to the whole creation.™ "Go and
make disciples of all nabtiona.">0

Luther very effectively brings the application down to the
individual wmember of the RHoyal Priesthood:

I will, therefore, give myself as a sort of Christ,
to my nseighbor, as Christ has given Himself to me,
and will do nothing in this life except what I see
will be needful, advantageous, and wholesome for
my neighbor, since by faith I abound in all good
things in ChristesecceefAnd as our heavenly Father
has freely helped us in Christ, so ought we freely
to help cur neighbor by our body and works, and
each should beccme to the other a sort of Christ,
so that we may be mutually Yhristls, and that the
same Christ may be in all_of us, that 1s, that we
mey be truly Yhristians.

In presanting this evangelical program %o the priest-
hood; Peter vividly describss the contrast between the be=
liever's and the unbeliever!s relation to Goda. 0WN5fDUS
means d&rkness. This word pictures the whols unhappy sin-
ful condition of the natural and unrsgenersate man. Perhaps
the Apostlse uses ki Tous with special reference to the

A
former heathenism of the readors.52 qﬂus, completely

50kantonen, Ope. clt., p. 150,

Slyartin Luther, "“To The Leipzig Goat," Works of
Luther, translated by A. Steimle (The Philadelphia 5dition;
Philadelphia: The Muhlenberg Press, 1930), III, 282 f.

SZHuther, op. cit., p. 253,
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the opposite of ¢Kﬁvm§ meens light, and probably rsfsers
to the fact that God has transfered them from the darknsass
of sin and despair into the light of His redeeming love and
joy. So Luther teaches in his Commentary of ths First
General Iupistle of Peters

And this 1s the way in which your preadhing 1s to be
discharged, that one brother proclaim to another the
powerful work of God: how ye have been ransomed from
sin, death, hell, and all evil, by Him, 2nd have baen
called to eternal 1ife. Thus shall you also instguc*
others how they may come alsc toc the same light.””

From & study of this passage, one can readily ses the
glorious state of a believer in Jesus Christ. God by His
grace has chosen and selected sinful persons; by the redsmp-
tion has purchased them to be His personal property, has
brought them into His Kingdom in which every member is a
Royal Priest, has given them the privilege of serving Him,
and has placed beforse them the challenge to shars with and
publish these mercies to, a8ll people., As was stated in the '
Introduction, it was the principls of the Soyal Priesthood
that produced such a tremendous effect in the spread of
Christianity the lirst century after Christ. Xantonen shows

the power, program, end goal of the Priesthood of Believers

for the present century:

53Hartin Luther, The First pistle of St. Peter, The
Second Epistle of St. Pater, h Lpistle of St. Jude, &
transiation, prefsce by L, He. Gillett {Harlem, New Yorks

1859), p. 109.
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It introcduces Christien love as the dominent motive
in every occupation and judges every enterprise from
that polnt of view. It transforms the negatives of
religion into positives, enabling Luther, for sxample,
to interpret "Thou shaltnot steal” as implying: work
and earn your own living so that you may have somng=-
thing to give to the needy; to be idle is to rob your
neeady nelghvor. It puts an end to comparimentaliza-
tlon and mekes the service motive, as over against the
profit motive, a Christin responsibility in every situ-
ation., It acknowledges that the world 1ls evil, but
instead of counseling escape or retreat, it sunmons
every Christian to be an outlet for the leavening in-
fluence of the Kingdom., It providses the social pro-
gram of the Church with its most effective method,

not the construction of utopias or Tutile frontal
attacks upon establilished systems, btut the same pser=-
sonal witnesgsing by word and act to the life-chang-
ing power of the Gospsl, which enabled the primitive
church to win its victories. To use one of Lutherts
most telling metaphors, it calls every Christ ian to
be the disguise under whiclh, God can enter even where
He i= not openly welcomede. h

In conclusion, perheps it would be in place to maks
several observations. In the first place, ths participls
KedirarTos  taken from Kaléw  means the offectual calling
of God, the conversion of a sinner. This verb is never used
in the lew Testament in respect to calling a person into the
hely ministry. The only passage that may be debated is
Galatians 1:15,16. In these verses Paul is telling the
Galatians that God i<dkgﬁqs him through His grace "to re=-
veal His Son %J’ ;/%0f s that I may preach the gospel to
the Centiles."” There are some who translate <7 i/u—af
"through me." They interpret the passage with the idea that

God called Paul into the wministry to reveal His Son through

Shﬁantonen,‘gg.'gig., p. 169 £,
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him. However, the context of the whole chapter is God re-
vealing His Son to Paul, converting him, not of Paul going
out to convert the Gentiles.

Another observation that can be wade from I Peter 2:9
is that the Royal Priesthood of Believers is a “group
concept." Though each Unristian is an individual priest be-
fore God, there is no room for individualism or isolation-
ism. Peter speaks of the Hoyal Priesthood as a class of
priests. Even in Hevelation, where the emphasis is on ths
individual priests, the Holy Writer is speaking to them as
a group. This seems to bear out the common responsibility
that each member has to the group itself and to the world.

A Christian is never alone. Yhatever difficulty or suffer-
ing he must face, Uhrist and all the saints are at his side.55
"Since Yhrist bears our own burdens, we are free to bear the
burdens of the brethren."sé Whatever a belliever does, in
whatsoever position he may be, he is serving others in be-
half of and also as a representative of the Royal Priesthood
of Believers. Kantonen sums up the "group concept" of the
Royal Priesthood of Bolievers with these words:

It is a dynamic nucleus for the integration of human

1ife. It binds people together. It unites the fol-

lowers of Christ into a household of faith for wor-

ship and for work together. To say that a Christian
is an individual answerable only to God is simply une-

SSKantonen’ P_Eo E.LE" Po 16['.0
56Ib1d., p. 163.
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true. God has sct him to live out his 1life not in
isolated privacy, but within divinely appointed frame-
works of living. He is nover a mere private indivi-
dual. He cannot escape being a member. Just as he

is & member of a homs,; of a community, and of a
netion, so in the mg%ter of religion he is a member

of the churcheasescs

571bide, p. 173
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CHAPTER IIX
I PETER 2:5

<
Peter refers to the believers also as a :s/q’ng,uq
- \ e
‘;"J,gy « I Peter 2:5 reads Kdi a5ra? s ,\ré‘ai .fa';v'f‘a::
'l s () 3\ \ - L2 % (34
MKeTo T Pe  dIKSS WrLVLLATIRGS €IS 18PATEY WK ym{-

4 _\'. v 2 ‘s/ ) A
;wﬁn‘.';‘{m TVedbaTiKeS "90’{7"!0,.5 EY TP oK TSS L4

Sia ‘]G{,mj Xf;,g\rg:}. This text also is quite well estab-
lished. In only three instances are there veriant read-
Ings, and these do not alter the basic meaning of the text.
The first variance is with the word 07}(#5_?0/;_{-3?5" 9‘, taken
from the verb 071(55‘5/% ;,,J to build. Hanuscripts a\f, C.,
and others, as well as the Vulgate read -;.T.rom'a,;"'g,wz;‘q-#e
from the verb sﬂalkafq%gi; to builld upon (a foundation).
Tischendorf supports this reading. But afxaflga,s}‘g- ff, is
favored by BJ- AN SJ the Byzantine text, and many other manue-
scripts. Hort and Weiss have this reading in their edi-
tions.l The welght of evlidence is about egual for both

readings. Nestle, in basing hils edition upon Horg,

- lgreek New Testament, edited with Gritical Apparatus
by Dr. Eberhard Hestle, newly revised by Dr, Epwin Nestle
(Sixteenth Edition; New York: American Bible Society, 1936),
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Tischendorf, and Welss, follows the majority principle.
Thersfore he uses the tﬁkod‘a/wlfr'gi- reading.

Another variant reading is in regard to the usage of
els . P s The Byzantine text, minuscle 33, and very
many other manuscripts omit &/s . The Syriac translation
(Rovision of Bishop Thomas of Charkel 616 A. D.) and most
of the Vulgate editions also favor the omission of /s ~
Tischendorf holds this view.2 On the other hand, the
Hescychian or Egyptian type of text (5) includes the read-
ing of Efé .3 Since the Egyptian text includes the better
manuscripts,; such as 5 and s\‘ s the weight of evidence sup=
ports the usage of €5 . The final variant reading is the

)

insertion of T‘ga between &517'{/‘339"5‘{(7'0U& and '9;73 R
tho Dyzantine text, and most other manuscripts include T‘,’“"
in their reading of I Peter 2:5. Origen also quotes this
passage with the T'f;" before ’93<;'j. Von Soden printed 7‘*;\'}
3;7) jn his first critical apparatus, which he considersd
as of almost equal importance with his text."" Neverthelsss,
the better Egyptian text omits T.;v‘ .

The background of this passage is stated in the pre-

vious chapter on I Peter 2:9. In time of tribulation Peter

is exhorting the Christlans to let themselves be built upon

2Tbide
3Ibid.a p. 23.
bIbid., p. 585.
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thelr foundation, Christ. In this passage Peter 1s gliv-
ing another description of the Uhristian's celling. In
doing so, he refers to ths difference betwsen ths 01d
Testament “hurch and the New Testament covenant. The pur-
pose of this text 1s to show that in the New Testament
thers has been fulfilled what aforetime had been promissd
to the 01d Testament “hurch, but had appeared in her only
in a typical and incomplete way. Israel had a House of
God; the Christian “Yhurch is called to be itself that House
of God. That llouse was built of inanimate stones, this of
living stonss; it is a Spiritual House, Isresel weas to be a
holy priesthood, but the (ld Testement writings show that
the people placed a greater emphasis on the temple priest-
hood. The Christian Church is called to be a ?ga&}awygq
E}fg? in this sense, that each individual is called upon
to perform the work of a priesf. In the 01d Testament ths
priests offersd beasts. In the New Testament covenant the
holy priesthood offers spiritusl secrifices.? Thals is the
scope of I Peter 2:5.

Pster beging this verse with the words KG} a3rv:I.

Ho thereby places the Christian side by side with Christ,

3l

or in the previous verse the Apostle speaks of Christ as

=

O

\ 4 ) ™
a AfSay ?‘33’1‘« . D gwr%ﬂ“’ﬂwf Ao ded ok lﬂuc-"_f_&:'_.se,lyz?v

5william Arndt, "Royal Priesthood I Peter 2:9,"
Concordia Theological Honthly, XII (April 1948), 2la.
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Tl"ofq ,ju ‘9¢.,u u,)‘,,‘my «;-_yT:,w/. As He 1s a Living
Stone, so also are they living stones thru Him.6 Caffin
sums it up: "Christians are living stones by virtue of
their union with the one living Stone."! Jesus! wordss
"Because I live, ye shall live alsc,” (John 1liz19) inter-
pret Isailah 51:1, "Look ye unto the rock whence ye were
hewn."

The #postle continues with wkaua.osNﬂ9b « This verb
{form, standing alone could be either present indicative or
imperative, middle or passive, Hart prefers to use
g?mejbjpsﬁfga as & present indicative rather than an im-
perativeaa He bellieves that Peter habituaslly uses the
aorist for his imperatlves, cven when one might expect ths
present.’ With 07.\}},4@2:"9’; as a present indlcative
verse [ive would then reads "As living stones, you are
bullding yourselves.up." But this does not fit in with the
context of the chapter. Peter is exhorting the belisvers

tc remain steadfast in spite of the trials and temptations.

61bid., p. 246,

7B, ¢, Caffin, "The First Epistle of Peter," Ths Pulpit
Commentary, edited by H. D. ki, Spence and Joseph S. . Bxell
{New York and Toronto: Funk and Wagnalls Company), p. 69.

87, H. A. Hart, "The First Epistle General of Peter,"
The Exposltors Greek New Testament (New York: George H.
Doran Company, nN. de)s Vg 55

91bid.
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In that case one would hardly use ths indicative. Huther
regarded o?Kafbibcﬁr9z as a present lmperative passive,
"bo vo built up."® This has merit, for the imperative
seems8 to be the best usage for this verb in relation to
the thought in the previocus verses. Furthermore, the pas-

sive shows that 1t 1s God alone who is the Cause and Power

~ A
of a person's 1life in Christ. Fronmlller takes aiK? Jé’,.witﬁ"gt

as 2 present middle imperative In a reflexive sense.11
This also would Tit in the context. OSince Christ is s0 ex-
celisnt a Corner Stone, on which rests the entire Spiritual
Temple of God, build yourselves up upon Him. Luther favors
the use of the middle voice. In his interpretation of
I Petoer 2:5 he says:
How can we bulld ourselves up? By the Gospel and
that which is preachsd. The builders are the
preachers; the Christians who hear the Gospel are

they who are bullt and the stones which are to bs
fitted on this corner stone; so that we are to

10John Ed. Huther, "Critical and Exegetical Handbook
te the General Hpistles of James, Peter, John, and Jude,”
Meyer's Commentary on the New Yestament, translated from
the Third Edition of the German by Paton J, Gloag, D. B.
Croon, and Clarke H. Irwin; American Editor, Timothy Dwight
(New York: Funk & Wagnalls, Publishers, 1387), p. 246.

115, F. C. Fronmiiller, "The Zpistle Ueneral of Peter,"
A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, translated from the
Becond Hevised CYerman bdition, with additions original and
seleocted by J. Isidor Mombert, edited by John Peter Lange
end Philip Schaff (New York: Charles Scribner & Co., 1869),

Pe 320
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repose our confidence on_Him, and let our hsapris
stand and rest upon Hime.

In other words, when God brings His gospel to the beliesv-
ers, and they in turn grow in thelir love and trust in Him,
they are letting themselves be bullt up upon Him. Whether
ornoﬁbyuﬁﬂfga 1s middle or passive is controversial.
Actuelly, it wmakes little dilfference, for both ars shades
of the same principle. In the phrase Wi )\:.‘919; YSV TS
21K2 Soueirde Peter again strikes the "group concept.® He
thinks of the believers voth as individuals and as indi-
viduals connected with each other, being bullt up together
upon Christ.l3

The Apostle now says that the believers are to bs
e?&os TTV&%udﬁoKdg o It must be nobed, however, that Pster
in this passage is not showing the various progressions in
the life of a Christian =- first living stones, then a
spiritual house, and finally a holy priesthood. These con=-
cepts are all in apposition Yo each other. The writer is

hers presenting a picturs of the Holy “hristian Church on

l‘mart;n Luther, The ¥irst istle of St. Peter, The
Second Lpistle of St. Peter, The Epistle of Ste Jude, 8

translacion, preface by @, H, Gillett (Hariem, New Yorks
18593, p. 88.

L3yatheniel Marshman Williams, "Commentary on the
Zpistles of Peter,” An American Vommentary on the New
Testament, edited by - Alvah Hovey lPhiladelphia' The
ZAmerican Saptist Publication Soclety, 188), VI, 26.
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earth In its various aspects and emphases. The believer is
to note each phase of the “hurch and grow in it.
In his commentary, The General Epistles, James, Poter,

A /
and Judas, Moffat interprets oixkes  FVeouarik?s :

Spiritual is equivalent to "not made with handa" and
thero may be an allusion to the Latin vivus in the
ad jective living, for vivus, when applied to a stons,
meent a stone that had not been worked by hand.
Hebrew thought alsc associated the building of a
house with a famlly as in I Samuel 2335 where to
“bulld up & sure house for David"” was to ensure a
succession of children; Indeed the Targum on

Psalm llB:iE reads "the youth which the builders

rejected.”
However, to associate the building of a house with a family
does not fit in the context of verse five, even if adapted
to refer to a spiritual family. Lenskl takes issue with
Moffatt's opinion and says:

3%

In this passage cikos does not mcan & dwelling for a

family; all priests do not dwell in one residence,

and still less do they offer up sacrifices in their

residences. bBoth the reference to "priesthood"” and

to "sacrifices” meke this house a temple or sanctuigy

in which God dwells and receives these sacrifices.
Furtheruore, to say that TveY wunTikds is squivalent to
"not made with hands" may be a fine observation, but it does

- ')
not go far enough. The house 1S Tyev LudTIKZS because the

lirames Hoffatt, "The General Epistles, James, Peter,
and Judas," The loffatt New Testament Commentary {New York
and Londons Harper and Brothers Publishers), p. 11l f.

15r, ¢, H. Lenski, The Interpretation of the Epistles
of St. Peter, St. John, 8nd St. Jude (Columobus, Ohios

Tutheran Book Concern, 1938), pPe 90.
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Spirit of God made 1t from AiJss (Swres » in contra-
distinction to the temple which was bullt from dead ones.
The ®pirit of God stamped His nature and 1ife. upon the
stones which compose the Holy “hristian Church.16 on
Peter's comparison of the 0ld Testament Church with the
New Testament Church by the words 5?&9& nv»gaarniis,
Caff'in commentss

The Church is the antitype of the temple -- 2 bulld-

ing not material, but spiritual, consisting, not of

dead stones, but of sanctifled souls, resting on no
eaprthly foundation, but on that Rock which is Christ.t(

. < ot

The text now states %is l&iérﬁy;&ﬂ thGV e The
living stones which are built intc the housey; are alsc the
bedy of priests who minister in the house, and the priests

must be holy.l8

This jis the high point of the comparison.
Peter addresses the members of the Christian congregations
{(1:1) and reminds them of their calling 578 72%0&’7‘%05%0{
K(IDV « In the New Testament Church the believers them=
selves are members of God'sholy priesthood. In Exodus 1936

| PYAN
and in I Peter 2:9 ud:s/ is the adjective of £V vos -

16Huther, ope cit.y, Do 27,
17Caffin, ope. cit.; pe. 70,
18¢narles Bigg, "The Epistles of St., Peter and St

Jude," International Critical Coumentary on the Hol
Scriptures of the 0ld and Now Testaments (New Yorks

Charles Scribner!s Sons, 1905), LXL, 120
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not of fa{aérf.v/bu; « There the IGLfG:T'&J/uLa is described-
as a ﬁqv;'}t&my’ fﬂ;,ﬂos‘rwf,cq e In verse flve, however, the
fgﬁ@fryqﬁxd is described as Zéqdr probably because its
origin is in the Holy Ghost and to emphasize 1ts holiness
of servics.

In the 01d Testament the priest served in the temple,
entered the holy place, and went into the Holy of Holies
on the Day of Atonement. The ﬁriesthood was a high office
and to be a member of it was a great privilege. A priest's
relation to God was more intimate than that of the ordinary
people. He was their mediator, who represented Israsl at
the throne of mercy. In the New Testament, every belisver,
because he is a member of an holy priesthood, can go di-
rectly to God, in prayer, pleadings, praise, and thanks- |
giving. Thers is no mediator required. Furthermore, like
the 0ld Testament priesthood, the New Testament holy priest-
hood is to partake in holy service for the bensfit of ot‘nera.l9
The laity as well as the clergy are to be active in this
respect. All are to of fer up holy sacrifices.

Bishop Lightfoot, however, considers the conception of
the Holy Priesthood of believers as an ideal, which one
should be very cautious to apply. He warns:

This conception is strictly an ideal, which we must
ever hold before our eyesscse.sebut which neverthsless

19APndt3 _92. 011;.9 p. 21‘-7.
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cannot supersede the neccessary wants of human

society; and if crudely and nastily applied, will

lead only to signal failure. A8 appolinted days

and set places are indispensable to her efficlency,

so also the Church could not fulfill the set pur=

poses for which she exists without rulers and
teachers, without a ministry of reconciliation, in
short, without an order of ggn who may in some sense
be designated a priesthood.
Bishop Lightfoot is under the impression that the Holy
Priesthood may rule out the holy ministry and the teachers.
He elso seems to identify the ministry with a special order
of priesthood.

The questlon then amounts to this: What is the dif-
ference between the laity and the clergy? It should be
noted that the clergyman as well as the layman is a member
of the Holy Priesthood. Alsc, the clergy is not a higher
class, but merely a special office of the Holy Prlesthood.
The clergyman performs a special function, that of public=
ly preaching the Word and administering the Sacraments, as
a representative and as an expression of the Holy Priest-
hood of Believers.2l Teachers and preachers then are not
ruled out by the Univorsal Priesthood, and the ministry of
reconciliation is actually the ministry of the believers.
This Luther emphasizes:

Therefore they are all priests, as we call them, as

many of us as are Christians. DBut the priests, as we
call them, are ministers chosen from among us, who do

20¢caffin, op. cites pe 70.

2larndt, loc. cite
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all that they do in our nems, #And the priesthood

1s nothing but a ministry, as we lesrn from

I Corinthians l: "Let a man so account of us as

of the uwinisters of Uhﬁist, end the dispensers of

the mysteries of God."2<
In respect to designating the clergy as a priesthood; as
Lightfoot suggests, Luther pocints out the New Testament
never speazks of pastors and teachers as spscial priests,
because of thelr offices Luther replied to IEmser's de-
fense of the Homan Catholic teaching of such a two-fold
priesthood, by saying, 1in paris

The Scriptures make us all priests alike, as I

have said, but the churchy priesthood which is

now universally distlnguished from the laity and

alone called & prissthood, in the Scriptures is

called ministerium, servitus, dispensatio,

aplacopabus, presbyterium, Bgd at no place

sacerdotium or spiritualis,

Peter concludes verse flve by elaborating on the

5 \ ‘ ';.....
priesthood concepts c:,v-wz-:' ke [TV OO s Koo *Szva‘ms e iR
- ( A \ A ; A 2 7
S¥xT00s 3?91‘-31’ St Jl‘lgc-‘w Xam*raa/ o ViV K i1s the
1 /

first acrist infinitive ofi&Vﬁ %ﬁw to cerry up (to ths
elter), to offer up. Again, Peter draws upon his 0ld

Cr L
Testament background., The verb ﬂi’oi.i"é;ﬁw suggests the pic-

22 aptin Lusher, "The Babylonian Csptivity of the
Church,® Vorks of Martin Luther, translated by Albert T.
Steinhauser {The Pfhiladelphie Edition; Philadelphia: Ths

Muhlenberg Press, 1943}, II, 279.

233artin Luther, "Dr. Kertin Luther's Answer To The
Superchristian, Superspiritual, and “upsrlesrned Book of 5
God Emser of Leilpglg, with a Ulance At lils Vomrade lurner,
vorks of Hertin Luther, translated by A. Steimle (Ths
Philadeiphia bLdition; Philadelpnias The Huhlenberg Press,
1930), III, 310.

R T TTT——
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ture of a priest bearing the sacrifice up to the brazen
altar. The latter was four and ons-half feet high and was
approached by an incline up which the priest carried the
sacrifice. Literally aViqpt;W means to carry up.ali' Howe
ever, these sacrifices are no longer necessary since Christ,
the great High Priest, offered Himself, the All-Sufficient
Sacrifice, upon the altar of the cross.25
et FPeter says that there are still to be sacrifices

in the Church, but he does not explain what they are. For
this one must go to parallel passages in the Scriptures.
Revelation 8:3L refers to the sacrifice of prayer. "And the
smoke of the incense, which came with the praysrs of the
saints, ascended up before God out of the angel'!s hand."”
As the burning of Incense was connected with the sacrifice
of the 01d Testament, =o i1s the incense of prayer in the
New Testament Church. In refering to this spiritual sacri-
fice Luther sayss

Thus Christ has obtained for us if we believe on

Him, thet we are not only His brethrenjcccccssscee

but also fellow-prieste with Him, who may boldly

comeé into the presence of God in the spirit of
faith and cry, "Abba; Fatheri", pray for one

2lgonnoth Wuest, First Peter in the “reek New
Testament (Grand Raplds, kichigan: Wm, B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, 1942), p. 53.

25caffin, loc. cite.
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another and do all things whibh wo see done and

prefigurgg in the outward and visible works of

priests.
Hebrews 13:15 polnts %o the sacrifice of praise and thanks-
giving as one of the duties in the program of the loly
Priesthood of Believers, "By him therefors let us offer
the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the
fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name." Hebrews 13:16
reminds the Prissthood of the sacrifice of alms. "But to
do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacri-
fices God is well pleased." Like Hebrews 13:16,
Philippians 4:8 brings out the sacrifice of doing good.
"Finally, brethren; whatscever things are true, whatsosver
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsosver
things are pure, whablsoever things ars lovely, whatsoever
things are of gcod report; if there be any virtue, and if
there be any praise, think on these things.” Luke 9$:23 are
the words of Jesus about the sacrifice of taking up one's
cross dally. "If any man will come after me, lst him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me." The
Apostle John speaks of the sacrifice of giving cnets life
for the brethren. I John 3:16 reads, "Hereby perceive we

the love of Yod, because He laid down His 1ife for usg and

264artin Luther, "A Treatise on Christian'Liberty,"
Works of lartin Luther, translated by W. A. Lambert
(Philadelphia ndition; Philadelphia: The #uhlenberg Press,

1943), II, 325.
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we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren."” In Romans
12:¢1 Peul sums up the entire work of the Holy Priesthood of
elieversz "I beseech you therefore, brethren; by ths

mercies of God; that ys present your bodies a living sacri-
fice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your resasonsble
service.” As Christ, the High Priest, gave Himself to God,
so sre the members of the Holy Priesthood to give theme
selves toe God as their reasonabls service. In his inter-
pretation of Isajah 60:18 Luther expounds the spiritual
sacrifice concept:

The altar is Christy; the priests; however, are

those who teach the CGospel. These slaughter and

kill everythling whereof the world boasts, likewise

all carnal wisdom and justic8eeeesssssAs a result,

wa all, each and everyons of us, are priests, for

we daily mor%%fy our old Adam, &3 is atated in

Romans 12:1,€/
In hias Commentary on the First Epistle of St. Peter, Luther
expresses the same thought in his Interpretation of 2:5,

For this stubborn nature in flssh and blood must

be slain by the Gospel; thus do wo permit ourselves

to be offered upcn the cross and die, Herein is

exercised the true priest's office, in that we sacri-

fice to God that wicked rogue, the corrupt old dolt

{of our naturs); i1f the world does it not, we must

do it ourselves; but it must in the end Bg all re-
moved, whatever we have of the old Adam.

27Martin Luther, "Auslegung des Alten Testaments,”
Dr, Martin Luther's S8mmtliche Schriften, edited by <John
Goorg Walch (Ste. Louis, Wmo.s Concordia Publishing House,

1897), VI, 779.

28ruther, The First Epistle of St. Poter, The Second
mpistle of St. Petoer, ths ipistie o af St. Jude, _2, cit.,




41
These spiritual sacriflces; offered by the Holy Priest-
4 - 4 -7 s 4 v
hood of Belisvers arse £UvarJexiss 9;.;01 Ol /-,l‘,—-,,;
A :
) (Ll o The sacrifices that are offered up by the
Priesthood, arec offered through Christ, the idigh Priest.
Only through Him ars they acceptable to God. For God locks
al the bellievers?! sacrifice through the Sacrifice of ths
High Priest. Luther says:
Since Christ i1s the Corner Stone whereon we are
laid, it wust be only through Him that we are te
treat with Godcesscsansssssessscssor God does nok
look upon my cross even though I torture myself to .
deatli, but he locks upon Christ through whom my

works eare acceptable before God, which otherwisg
would not be worthy an alms of a straw's value. ?

From the study of I Peter 235 one can readily see that
PYecber 1s here eumphaslzing the service aspect of ths Prieste-
hood of Believers. The comparison with the 0ld Testament
priesthood bLrings this out. For to bs.a priest is sssen-
tlally to be consecrated to serve. Kantonen sums 1t ups

When the love of CGod in Christ has taken & man of

his own hands, then, in the words of ¥els Ferrd: "ths

will to live has become & will to love; the will to

power, a will to fellowshipj; the will to superiority,

a will to service; the will to soclal recognition; 2
will to responsibllity and concern,

29Ibid., P« 9.

307, &4, Kantonen, Resurgence of the Gospel, (Phgladel-
phia: The muhlenbergnPress, ISL8); p. 145, quoting Nels
Ferrs, Return to Christianity (New York: Happer, 1943),
P. 17 !




CHAPTER IV
REVELATION 1:6

The Book of Hevelation has the remaining three pas-
sages in the New Testament which specifically speak of the
Priesthood of Believers. The first reference is in the
opening chapter where verse six reads: K| ;?Tarl,s-] Y

A " Fs [ A A4 A \ S e \ > A
Fp A3 /g G A Biciy 189218 'T-u‘ll ’5970 Kett diaipl o vToY
¥ ) L

—

'l
!

(o

j . \ = A 34
W Sfx Kei TS Kpdros els ToUs  di@vds THV  alwy wv.

v

L]

0\{,-»?)’;/ -« But before one proceeds into the study of the
background and exegesis of this verse, 1t 1s necessary to
astablish the text. The mechanical apparatus In Nestle's
text lists & number of variant readings for this verss,
The first variance is with the word &7e/nrcy » 0bb,
minuscle 69, end a few other manuscripts £avor wVi=rwvri .
However, since Nestle does not list the Hort, Tischendorf,
or Weiss editions with this variant reading, one can take
for granted that they lavor ;-FW{HF'LV . The Egyptian text,
which includes 3N s 8lso favors '?‘-'ITal,?pra.V, while _O_Igé
is a part of the less important Byzantine text.

At this point perhaps it would bein place to list the

manuscripts which contain The Revelation either in its
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entirety or in part. There are the four unclals: )uiAlC,P H
a group headed by O46; and the great mass of minuscles.

--q'-» ¥
e is very lmportant for The Hevelation. It allies it-

self more with the first group than with elther of the
others. However, these [lve manuscripts show & good deal
of divergence among themselves.t

A 1

¥j/44a5 is also challenged by other readings. A ,
minuscle _J:L?._ and other manuscripts support the reading
WiV o ~ On the other hand, the original Bible version of
Jerome, manuscript C , and minuscle 2329 favor “3;/4'5}5/ i,
A marginal reading of “estcott and Hort also regard "}'./A“‘-"V
8s of almost equal importance with '3'7,;’435 .2 Though manu-
scripts A and & carry much weilght in supporting “r;?‘xw?"
and z;‘.,;o oY » bthere is even better evidence that attests
"fx;,,.v;f%: e N , the Byzantine text {which includss thé} -
 the Clementia 1592 edition of the Vulgate, as well as

LA D47
many other manuscripts favor ¥ M« o3 /"'" does not come

into consideration, for it contains the Hevelation only

iprederic Kenyon, Qur Bible and the Anclent Manuscripts
{New York and London: Harper and Brothers Publishers,

1941 ), p+ 127

2gpoek New Testament, edited with Critical Apparatus
by Dr. Lberhard Nestle, newly revised by Dr. Erwin Nestle
(Sixteenth Edition; New York, American Bible Society, 1936),

pai G13%
3Ibide




Ll

from chapters nine to seventeen.h

The next word that is contested is ﬁur,}\ﬁ.t:w . Ql.;_é,
minuscle 69, and other manuscripits have the fgdpiﬂyf&y
reading. # , minuscle 1l, and other manuscripts favor
(I ,‘h.f,‘-, k;'cu’ o This will be referred to at greater
length later in the paper. But the reading which Nestle
chose, Guey heiwy » 18 strongly attested by ,—\’, A L 2
The understanding is that whatever manuscripts are not
listed with a variance supoort the reading of his text.

There are &8lso & lew minor varlant rseadings concern-
ing Tyaaai. Minuscles U2 and 69 plus other manuscripts
favor the reading rvﬁﬁ?wu§M$ o But :ﬁﬂiﬁa is well estabe
lished by the evidence of st A C F and 0lib.
rov siwsesis the last reading that is challenged in verse
six. A, F and a few other manuscripts, as well as the
Westcott and Hort edition omit these wards. JN C, and
ol 1include Tor aidbviov in their texts. The evidence
seems to be equally distributed; perhaps slightly favoring
the Inclusion of 1Q>V ai-dvwv , Since the Tischendorf and
the Welss editlons support TV d?ufe'wu s Nestle places

these words in his text.6

l“Ibidc, p. 32‘
SIbidn’ po 613'
61b1d.,
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Tradition says that the Apostle John is the author of the
book of Hevelation. It is true that in Chapter 1:1 the
writer calls himselfl God's servant, John, without assuming
the designation of apostle. But since he wrote to the
seven congregations of Asia Hinor as one having unusual
suthority, there is no reason to question this tradition.'
At the time of writing John was in exile on the island of
Patmos in the Southeastern #sgean “ea, off the coast of
Asia Hinor. He was banished to this tresless and rocky
gspot "for the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus,"
chapter 1:9.8 Helley points to the persecutions of the

Christians as the background for The Revelation:

The book was written in the lurid light of burning
martyrs. John lived thru the first two of the ten
Imperial persecutions, and Into the third. In Nero's
persecution, 6l AD, vast multitudes were crucified...
burned to death.....In thisg persecutlon Paul and
Peter had been put to death, and possibly some of

the other Apostles. John alone was left. In the
persecution of Domitian, which had sent John to
Patmos, 140,000 Christians had suffered martyrdom.

In that dark hour John saw Visions of comilng dawn.?

As was stated before, The Hevelation was addressed to

the seven congrcgations in Asla Minore. Because of the per=

TPaul B, Kretzmann, "The Epistles of ths Apostle Paul.
The Epistle to the Hebrews and the Catholic Epistles. The
Boock of Revelatlon," Populsr Commentary of the New Testament
(Ste. Louis, Missourl: Concordie rublishing House, 1922},
II, 589.

81bid.

9Henry Hampton Halley, Pocket Bible Handbook (Sixteen-
th Edition; Chicago: Henry H. Halley, 1944), p. 523.
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secutions, it was designed to meet an immedlate need. But
like all other New Testament books 1t has a message for all
Christendom. Its purpose is to comfort and sncourage the
Christlians in the face of trilals and temptations and to
show that the Kingdom of Christ will overpower the forces
of hell and bring glory everlasting to all believers,id

Revelation 1:6 is & part of the first ble ssing and
greeting which John addressed to the seven churches in
Asia (1l:!). In facht, verse six coupled with verse fivs is
the Tirst doxology of the book. As Gagbelein says:

This inspired outburst of Praise is tho trus CGlory

song of the true Church. It contalns the blessed

fundamentals of the Gospel of Y“race, what He has

done for us and whgt He has made us, and what we

shall be with limell
In verse six John spesks of the Royal Priesthocd of
Believers by sayings ﬁu\. :;r.,-.';ivs..v ‘:1‘/4?4" (Suvw\ii;u:.
:-Lf?a;‘) 7‘,,3 -91-;3 Kni i"'as{_fc«‘i\ 45195, In order to determine the
meaning of these words in their relation to the Priesthood
of Believers, it is necessary first to investigate ths
clauses l'\'ﬂ; zﬂ'-’i'-’?e"i.i/ '3;/4&‘-‘ ((5“0’“\*"'&" « What does
John mean when he describes the Christians as a "kingdom?"

/
What is the concept of fsﬁV‘IAﬂd according to the New

Testament? Some take (Sur~ ,\ s/a  as equivalent to the

10Kretzmann, op. cit., p. 590.

1lprno G. Yaebelein, The Revelation (Wew York City:
Publication Office "Our Hope," L0 Fourth Avenue, 1915),

Pe 29,
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Christisn “hurch. Others say that in the preaching of
Josus and of John it means reign or rule, and that it is

frequently & nomen actionis.1? The Septuagint often uses

’;,,‘ in the sense cof rule or reign:

ﬁwk':-"i)\ i
In Judith 1:1 the author says: "In the twelfth year
of the reign (Par aiias } of Nabuchodonosor® etec.
It is evident that "reslu” would be an altogether
unsuitable rendering of RafAsfax . A passage cone
taining the same meaning of the term is Zsther 3:6:
"And he (i. e., Haman) resolved to destroy all the
Jews under the rule (¢me Tar Gueiduiay of
Artaxerxes."” If the preposltion were Zv_, the
meaning "realm” would be indicated; but ¢? come
pels us to translate "reign." In I Macc. 1310
Antliochus ZSpiphanes is said to have become king in
the 137th year of the reign ( SarAeias ) of Greeks
{ “BAA{vwry , without the article). The trans-
lation "kingdom" is out of the question because
there was no kingdom of the Greeks; but Syria and
Egypt were ruled over by “reeks.

Howaver,gSaeuhﬁﬁx occurs in the Septuagint also in the
meaning of realu. For example, Dr. Goodspeed's translation
of I HMaccabees 1:16 reads:
Whon his rule appeared to “ntioch to be sstablished,
he conceived the ildea of becoming king of the land
of Bgypt, so that he might reign over the two
kingdomse

Here the word (3arsAsinis used in both meanings, that of

"realm" as well as “rule“.lh

12w3i31iam Arndt, "The New Testament *eaching on the
Kingdom of God," Concordia Theological Monthly, XXI
{January 1950} 9.

13Ibid., p. 10,

i,
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The Hew Testament often refers to (Que/ Aiq4  in the
sense of realm. In Matthew 13:l1 and Revelation 16:10
5umﬁsflq is spoken of as a community of subjects: "The
Son of man shall send forth his angels and they shall
gather out of his kingdom (wudi:§ou¢¢v :kTﬁE (3artﬁiés )
all things that offend, and them which do iniquity.”
(Hatthew 13:l1). ™"And the fifth angel poured out his vial
upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of
darkness and they gnawed their tongues for pain.”
(Revelation 16210). Also, when the HNew Testament uses the
phrase “entering into the kingdom," it refers to the "realm"
meaning of (50{0‘;)\2{4 o« "Lord, remember me when Thou comest
into Thy Kingdom.® (-é‘l‘l V5 8/s 77\;v @r:/‘u;v cos, Luke 233
l2), Kittel lists some of the passages which speak of the
"Eintritt ins Gottesreich." The verb in these passages is
either E-Drﬂ‘affx‘zo';m or %im?ow,er&: s Matthew 5:20; T:21;
18¢3; 19:23 f.; 233133 Mark 9sl7; John 3:5; II Peter 1311.15

While @am)\ulo‘g often is used in the sense of "realm"
in the New Testament, 1t is also true that it quite frequent-
1y occurs in the meaning of "rule" or "reign." Luke 19:12
and 15 bear this oub:

He said therefors, A certaln nobleman went into a
far country to receive for himself a kingdom{ \alstv

15Theolo isches Worterbuch zum Neuen Testament, edited
by Gerhard Kittel (Stucttgart: verlag von. W. Kohlhammer,
1933), Erster Band, p. 9.

e il i
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"“UT"“’ /quflkf‘ﬂv ) and to returNieccsccscececse
And it came to pass that when he was returned,
having received the kingdom ()\qﬁa'rm 78y BaciAiar )
then he commanded the servants to be called unto
I{imﬂ'...ﬂﬂ.

- 7/
In the Lord's Prayer "Thy Kingdom come" ;-hgq-r:u 7{' [Saoid s:fq

o9v Matthew 6:10) refers to God's gracious rule., It is

this use of ﬁagm-,i,;.v; as "rule” which the Wew Testament

writers have in mind when they speak of the kingdom as
ne&ar, coming near, or that 1t should come. Concerning

this Kittel says:

Wenn das Uottesreich, wie sich schon aus dem
Sprachgebrauch ergibt, den “ust end der
Konigsherrschalft bedeutet, so zeiglt sich das
folgerichtig in der Einzelbeschreibung dieses
Zustandes. Die bsherrschende Aussege ilst, dasz
das Gottesreich nahe ist, genaht ist, zu uns
gelangt ist, klommt, In Erscheinung treten wird,
kommen SO0lly, hgy/ier Matthew 3:2; 1:17; Nark 1:15
Metthew 10:7; Luke 10:9.11; s seriv  Luke 21:31
wjoovvy  Mark 11:105 3pyemw | Luke 17:203 %.'f—;9.<¢.—-;~.y
Matthew 12:28; Luke 11;20; « sdAs, ava eufri-rﬁoﬁ:'
Luke 19:11; 24%Gw HMetthew 6:10; Luke 11:2. 6

4 [ 7 =) i
Since (Cdoc/avia oceurs in the New Lgstament in the

sense of "rule" and also of "realm," it follows that its

meaning in a given place must be determined by the context.

However, Zahn points out:s

Since the two thoughts, although conceptually they
can be differentiated, can hardly be regarded as two
distinct notions, in many instances ths meaning we
assign to the term_is merely the more prominent, not
the exclusive one.

107b1d., p. 585.

17Arndt, op. cite, pe 11, quoting Zahn, Grundriss der

neutestamentl ichen Theologie; De Te

e o e e
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But in viewing the contexts in which Bo\w)u‘a is found in
the New Testament, it seems that the "reign" aspect of
(urvhsihy 18 emphasized more often than the "realm."

A word is now in place on the relatlionship betwesn
f:’;-.\c:-:/ii/ﬂs and :xu i\?w‘fn « According to the concrete sense
of (bari Aeia (the realm" emphasisg), there is a very thin
line of difference .between the two concepts. Both are the
same in regard to the fact that they exist already in this
world. The believers are members of the ﬁ(l’a‘fli‘illﬂi and of
the ‘Z&E)\"'W"I{S even while they are yet on earth. This is
what Jesus meant when He told the Pharisees: "For behold,
the Kingdom of God is among you." ‘:E:VT;S ;/-'-‘:"V
Luke 17:21) Nevertheless, there is a distinction between
the two concepts when one remembers that fsao‘ljil; suggests
the thought of a nation, people, ruled over by a king,
while EK‘/(/i »,cwlas refers to the assembly, group, or meeting
of people.18

The most obvious difference between the two terms is

y,
that (SuocsAe/g according to 1ts abstract meaning is "rule”

- r4
or "reign," while ix&)mmui. only has a concrete meaning,
"assembly."+? But there 1z yet another distinction.
(Saton )uu’v, has an eschatological emphasis. This Kittel

points out: Die Verwirklichung der Gottesherrschalt ist

181pid., p. 1le
191vid,

TR ———————————
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Zukunft. Und diese Zukunft bestimmt den Menschen in
seiner Geganwort.“ao The following passages are just a few
in the New Testament which show the eschatological aspect
of Burihsiq s

II Timothy ljzl: I charge thee, therefore, before

God, and the Lord Jesus Vhrist, Who shall judge

the quick and the dead at lls appearing and his

kingdome. II Timothy 42182 The Lord shall deliver

me from every evil work and will preserve me unto

his heavenly kingdom.
The most notable eschatological emphasis of f3&¢IA§£§ is
in the portrayal of the Judgment scene In katthew 25,
Here the righteous are described ag Inheriting the kingdom.

m*:ﬁvtq then is the Church triumphant. Here on earth it

is an indication of the complete fullneas and glory that
the believers will receive at Judgment and in eternity.

The word ﬂ‘)w;a-ui;wfi occurs also in the study of
Revelation 1l:6 where the writer says that Christ ;nv.-’qg-.;v
3{;143 @arsAsiay ;%ﬁﬁl. Barnes follows the King James
version in translating these words "kings and priests."
He pictures the “nristians as having the exalted rank and
dignity of kings, and that they in common with the Savior

will reign triumphant over all enemies, slnce they have

20Theologisches Viorterbuch zum Neuen Testamont,
Ope cit., Pe °
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gained the vilctory over sin, death, and hell.2l Yet, on
the basis of the studies made previously, the reading of
"kings" in Revelatlon 1:6 cannot be held by the better
manuscripts. Nelther is "kings" an adequate translation
of BuriAsi'ay , even though it is e scriptural truth thet
Christians will reign with Jesua. In Meyer's Commentary
Dlisterdieck draws attention to the impossibility of the
"ieings" trenslation on the basis of the text. He says in
parts

cesceesellpon grammatical considerations, the words

could not signify that the redeemed are g;"k;ngdom"

in the zense of "a people of kings,” as /scarzous

is a "people of priests” or a "royal power opposed

to the world."™ (If this idea is to be reached,

we must road either +j-2,, or, in conflict with

all the testimonles, with the Rec., nads @aeAid ),..22

Agcording to the concept of fﬁaﬂwﬁin; » Christ has
made the bel ievers Hls kingdom. They constitute His realm,
The American Commentary favors this interpretation and

states: "Believers are spoken of collectively as a

"kingdom," in ths sense in which that word is so often used

2laivert Barmes, "Book of Revelation," Notes on the
New Testament (London: Blackie & Son, Paternoster
Buildings, Be Ce), XI, Libe

22Fpriedrich Dlisterdieck, "Critical and Exegetical
Handbook to the fevelation of John," HMeyer's Commentary,
translated and edited by Henry E. Jacobs (New York and
London: Funk & Wagnalls Company, 1886), p. 10lL.
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in the New Testament."22 Each bellever is a member of
Christ’s kingdom. Thereby he ia alsc under God's gracious
rule. ¥For it is God's rule which brings a person into ths
kingdom and continues to govern him there. This agrees
with wverses five and six which praise Christ for what He
hes done. In Colossians 1313 Paul reminds the Christians
that 1t is God Who brought them into the kingdoms &5
) / « A l s g = 6
%ﬁ!ﬂuﬁ"b‘a"ﬂ 7(,{'{@." ee0o0BoaBCcCO0OO00B® Xd’ /u.t.T'ttrT'c‘]c’tV E A 7"1?
- 3 . . P 4 ‘ 2
Barihsins T80 w20 THs Gramys #orz0. In I Thessalonians 2:12
Peaul states that God calls the Christisns into the kingdom:
. A

weoos MAGOT IR s yoi Si5 TH WeolwT el Guns &F ws Tab Pesv Tod
j—ce&Ag\}vT:’J JM‘.. 75 r,»%v %«Jr-.w {Smfm;\u"av. This kingdom man
recelves with faith and repentance. Thls point Kittel em-
phaslizesg

Dem Menschen, der vor Gott und seine Herrschaft

gestellt wird, gzilt der Ruf zur Umkehr. W¥Wo der

lignsch disssm Ruf in Glauben, dh im Gehorsam

folgt, da bekommt er es 2zu tun mit dem Gottes-

reich, das ohne sein Zuitun kommt da wird dap Evan-

gelium eine ihn %reffende Irohe Botschalte.2
Jesus describes the faith which is necessary for entering
His kingdom, as becoming like little children. In Mark 10:

‘_ PL) \ _—-’;_-: . -~ T i) ".. A < ’. ) )
15 he warnsg ¢S 3v S JeYHI Tt ‘;j“:?u\’a'lﬁb’ i yﬁ&‘t’ wg ﬂ'ﬂlgﬂ'-‘r-: v _uy
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23justin A. Smith, "Commentary on the Revelation," An
American Commentary, edited by Alvah Hovey (Philadelphia:
The American paptist Publication Society, 1888), viI, 30.

EuTheologischﬁs Worterbuch zum Neuen Testament; loc. cit.
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It is alsc true that in thé(@uruhug God conducts His
rule through psople. In this respect one can say that the
believers parteke of His rule. Dlsterdieck says:s "The
redeemed are the 'kingdom! of God, the subjects; and of
course, also the blessed sharers in Ged's kingdom."z5
Yet, in verse six the{ﬁavu\uﬁ; concept gives the believers
sovereignty only in a derived and secondary sense. Nowhere
in the New Testament is the bellever expressly called
"king." Kittel remerks:

So eindeutlg und einhellig das nt.liche Zeugnis

von dleser autobesileia Jesu “Yhristi ist,; so

zurlickhaltend ist das NT nun begreiflicherweise

in der Gleichsetzung der Ba~iu'n rod Psold mit

den Christusgl#ubigen. Nur eine einzige hierher

gehBrige Stelle ist Uberhaupt zu finden: Christus

Laslyror qaal famidviue Apk. 1:6. Es bedarf keiner

niheren Erlfuterung und Begrlindung, dasz die

Christen alsur/Ass nur im abgeleiteten, dh

von “hrigtus abgeleiteten “inne verstanden werden

dlirfen.e
Revelation 5:10 will desal further with the royal power and
dignity of Christians,

In verse six John adds that Christ has made the be-
lievers F%ﬁ»ﬁ . Charles states: "QOur text then means that

Christ has made us & kingdom, each member of which is a

25nusterdieck, locs cite

265ne010gisches Worterbuch zum Neuen Testament,
Op. clte, Do 502«
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priest unto God."27 In addressing the seven churches in
Agla Minor John cmphasizes that each individual is a
priost unto CGod end his Father. In I Peter 2:5 and 9 the
words emphasize that the Church collectively is called a
Prisesthood, although the individual idea 1s also 1mp1ied.28
Tn Revelation 1ls6 the writer uses the concrete plural. He
individualizes: every one of us 1s a priest. %This is a
holy kingdom.29 In other words, this is the same principls
of the Priesthocd of Beliesvers as that spoken of in I Peter
2:5 and 9, the difference boing only in the point of em-
phasis., Dlisterdieck observes:

"Priests unto God" are the redeemed of Christ, and

invested with the kingdomeeo..s.eBut the priesthood

cf all the redeemod lies in thls;, that they come

immedlately to Gody, offer to Him their prayers, and

further give theuselves peculiar%s to Him in holy
obedisnce and spiritual service,

27R. H. Gharles, YA Gritical and Lxegetical Commentary
1 The Revelation of S8t. John," I, The International
Critical Vommentary (New York: Charies Soribner's Sons,
192019 Pe 16.

28, Plummer, "Havelation," Th Pulpit Commentary,
edited by Joseph S. Exsll and He D. pence (New Tork
and Londony Funk & ¥agnalls Company), Pe 70

29R. C. H. Lenski, The Interpretation of St. John's
Revelstion (Columbus, Ohio: The wartburg Press, 8, 19037,

Pos L'.?o
30pusterdleck, Ope cite., P. 104 f.
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CHAPTER V
REVELATION 5:10

The fourth scripture passage in the New Testament
which specifically refers to the Royal Priesthood is
Revolation 5:10 K& ZMonoas asrods T© Vel o wdV famioiar
Keti ivpsis, kal Bardsdeoomiw il T o:-h,:f'. Like the other
texts this verse is also challenged by variant readings,

The first word that 1s contested is agTDJE « In its

place the Clementina Edition of theVulgate, 1592, has

ﬁju@b « The sixth century Church Father, Primasius, quotes
Revelation 5:10 with the word,‘gﬁu?s » in his writing on
the Apocalypse. However, all the leading manuscripts sup-
port d(j'r.;;& .1l The next variance is with the word
!\3:.:.-‘}/1%-’2&\1 . The Byzantine text, = » and most manuscripts
favor /Zuc) A<is « Von Soden's text of 1913 also contains
;ﬁaﬁﬁlkaf:. But here again the better manuscripts, such as

N, A, €, support Sdei Asiav .2 n‘.'ps?-s is esnother word in

lcresk New Testamsnt, edited with Critical Apparatus
by Dr. Bberhard Nestle, newly revised by Dr. Erwin Nestle
(Siﬁteenth Edition; New York: American Bible Society, 1936),
Pe 023, i

21bid.

e T Y T T g S i E R O

l
:
4
[
3
[




57
P
verse ten that must be established. 15{00“ Teidy occurs in

the & manuscript,s However, 4 , which in Revelation is

considered equally importent as s\ , plus C, F O#6,
support T"aiﬂ&-"l . The final variance ln verse six concerns
Barijeigoire o A, 046, minuscle 10k, and very many
manuscripts favor SOy, ,if.:..-.;ava e The Clementina Edition
of the Vulgate, 1592, and the Yestcott and Hort Edition
give the reading, ;Egm:\a’:u;c"?,asv. Those that support
('Sﬂ@l[%iii}%‘ifil?'af ars N, I" minuscle 1, other manuscripts,
and the Wordsworth - White Edition of the original Bible
version of Jerome.h- (Satc*rﬂ:-dIG‘WG‘N and ﬁao‘n‘i"jévrﬁ? seesm
to be equally well attested. Nestle does not refer to C
as supporting sither reading. Since Nestle proefers
Buridev Tovmy it can be taken for granted that both the
Tischendorf{ and the Weiss editions contain the \@um.iw'murw
readinge.

This text with verse nine is a doxology. The four
beasts and the twenty=-four slders have just fallen down bee
fora the throne of the Lamb, worshipping and mwaising Him
because lHe alone was worthy to op'envthe book of 1life and to
loose the ssals. John describes the doxology as "a new

song," because it is sung by the "new creation," the

3Ibide

h1bia,




AL

58

redeemed.® Christ's redemptive work has mede them "new
creatures." This fact is born out by the song itself.
%Téfc{}i}{ ’7)5'0,2‘0#0‘«.: and ifﬂ'dllr;v'd.s are all aorists and refer
to that event which once occured, the crucifying of the
Lord ( Efy%éu}s }o In the "new song" this one fact is de-
scribed according to its effect:'%;{zﬁvws K.T.A. and
;ﬁjﬁqrwé .6 This passage is similar to that of 1:6,
but is distinguished from it hy the Kﬂl‘before l"—r*‘i?-i » and
immediately sfterwards by the addition of /SdrvAtdrovmy
;"% 1ﬁ?é 6y$a. The general scope of verse ten iz that
Christ has purchased His people to becoms His kingdom in
which they are 8ll priests, and in which He has invested
them all with regal authority.T

The concepts of (J4m/Atix and 7ﬁ¢iva » which the
writer repeats in this verse, have been discussed previous-
ly. However, Revelation 5:10 emphasizes the sovereignty

[ _
of the members of the Royal Priesthood, (SeridsVsoveis

2T T 5%2. Other portions in Revelation alsoc speak of

>

~

5William Milligen, "The Book of Revelation," The
Expositor's Bible, edited by W. Robertson Nicoll (Torontos

Willard Tract Depository and Bible Depot, 1889), p. 82,

OFriedrich Dlisterdleck, "Critical and Exegetical
Handbook to the Revelation of John," Meyer's Commentary,
translated and edited by Henry E. Jacobs (New York and
London: Funk & Wagnalls Gompany, 1886), p. 213,

TIbide, pP. 2lle
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the reigning of believers: 1:10; 20:4.6; 2235. There
are some who see in this sovereignty of bellevers the idea
that Christianity will become so¢ predominant in ths world,
that the bel lavers gradually wlll gain more and more posi=-
tione of power and influence, and finally have control of
the governments, Barnes advances this viewpoint:s

The dominion on the earth will be given to the

saints; that is, there will be such a2 prevalence

of true religion and the redeemesd will bs so

much in @he ascendency, that thg affairs of the

nations will be in their hands.
The Lutheran Commentery says that it 1s best to refer this
"relgning” to the time of the Millennium,? But one cannot
hold this opinion on the basis of the future,(ﬁucuﬁueruruy.
Actually, the two r-ead.’mgs,(54:«.*1}‘le.nfc'bunrorﬁwf,\wjfwmr have
little differences. They merely state the result of Christ's

' not,

redemption. The text reads: "He made them a kingdowm,’
"He shsll meke them a kingdom."10
(iawalajwawwrshows the sBeriousness and responsibility

of belonging to God's kingdomes In order to be a member of

Balvert Barnes, "Book of Rasvelation,"” Notes on the
Now Testument ({London: Blackie & Son, Paternoster
Buildings, E. Co), XI, 137.

9Revere F. Weldner, "Annotations on the Revelation of
Ste John the Divine," The Lutheran Commentary, edited by
Honry Eyster Jacobs (New York: The Christian Literature
Company, 1898), XII, 81.

10g, ¢. H. Lenski, The Interpretation of St. John's
Revelution (Columbus, Ohio: The Wartburg Press, 1943),

Pe 2_6_80
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the (3¢vqﬁsé;, there must he a complete change of heart
in the individual. He must give his entire self to the
rule of Christ. Klttel stresses the importance of this
when he saysg
Es gilt, die Einladung zum Gottesreich in s TRyo A
anzunehmen, dh um seinetwl llen allen anderen
Dingen dieser Welt, Reichtum und Ruhm bel den
lMienschen, den Abscded zu geben, es also nicht
zu machen, wie die zum Hochzeitsmahl Geladenen,
die allerlei Verhinderungen vorac¥%tzen.
(Matthew 22s1l-1li..Luke Lis16~2l.)
Again he draws attention to the compiete singleness of pur=-
pose that God requires of every person in the (3ur4Aaﬂs:
Jedenfalls bedsutet der Blick, der wirkliche Elick
auf das Gottesreich schwerste Entscheidung, strengste
Ausiese der Wenigen aus der lMasse der Vielen
(Mte 22:1li)s Ein scharfes Enweder/Oder verlangt
unerbittliche Enscheidung: "Wer die Hand an den
Pflug legt und zurlickblichi, 1i£ nicht geschickt
zum Gottesreich.” Luke 9302)."~
All this 1s necessary in order to reign, for
Bugihsorsvriy implies a positive program and activity on the
part of every member of the kingdom =- the frults of faith.
In this respect the kingdom of Christ is different from an
ordinary kingdom. Subjects of such & kingdom do not rule,
except a comparatively few representatives of the govern-
ment. In Christs kingdom, every subject is His rspresenta-

tive, through Whose power he rules. Though the New

1lsneolopisches Worterbuch zum Neuen Testament, edited
by Gerhard Kittel (Stuttgart: Verlag von. W. Kohlhammer,

1933), Erster Band, p. 589, f.
12y5id., p. 589.
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Testament has never expressly called a uhristian, Tking,"
yet this verse shows that a Christian does possess a cer-
tain sovereignty from God. Here we have a sufficient
scriptural basis for the term "royal priesthood." gyer what
does a Uhristian rule? In what respect is he soveresign?
The believer "reigns upon earth” over ain, death, and the
devil. Lange states:
. Even now you must no longer ser#e the world, with

Christ you may overcome the flesh, the world and

the devil; your position as rulers will hersafter

become_ more manifest to yourselves and to the

world e--
To the Corinthians (I Corinthians l}:8) Paul writes that
they =should reign over their personal ambitions to be
"pulffed up for against one another®: "For now ye are
full, now ye are rich, ye have relgned as kings without us:
and I would to God ye did reign, that we also might reipgn
with youe" In “omans 5317 he writes about the ability to
subdue personal passions, which result in death: "For 1if
by one man's offense death relgned by one; much more they
which receive abundence of graece and of the gift of
righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ."

Again, in Homans 8:37 he states that Christians are more

than conquerors over trials and temptations: "Nay, in all

1350hn Peter Lange, "The Revelation of John," &
Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, translated from the
German by “velina loore, edited by John Peter Lange and
Phil}p Schaff (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1874),
Pe 3le
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these things we are more than conquerors through Him that
loved us." In his writings Luther rejoiced over this
sovereignity of the bslievers, bubt he emphasized that it
is only of a spiritual nature. IHe comments in his

Treatise on “hristian Liberty:

The power that we speak of 1s spiritual; it rules
in the midst of enemies, and is mighty in the
mlidst of oppression, which means nothing else
than that strength 1s made perfect in weakness,
and that in all things I can find profit unteo
salvation, so that the cross and death itself

are compelled to serve me and to work together with
me for my salvation. This 1s a splendid pre-
rogative and hard to attain, and a true omni-
potent power, a spiritual dominion, in which
there is nothing so good and nothing so evil,

but that it shall work together for good to me,
if only I believe. And yety, since falth alone
suf'fices for selvation, I have need of nothing,
except that falth exercise the power and dominion
of its own liberty. Lo, this is_the inestimable
power and liberty ol Christiana.lh

By means of this faith to which Luther refers, the bellever
is able %o "reign upon earth.” John stresses the importance
of this fact in his first Epistle:

For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world;

and this is the victory that overcometh the world,

even our falth. %*ho is he that overcometh the world,

but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God.

I John 5:l,5e

One can readily see that Revelation 5:10 pictures the

lofty dignity of the Christian. As before stated, every

lhﬁartin Luther, "A Treatise on Christian Liberty,”
Works of Martin Luther, translated by W. A. Lambert
(Philadelphia Bdition; Philadelphia: The luhlenberg Press,
1943), II, 324
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believer has a sovereign power by which he rules over
death, 1life, sin. &very believer has a prilestly glory
which is all powerful with God; for the Lord does the
things which 1s asked of Him, 2s it is written: "He will
fulfilll the desire of them that fear Him; He will also
hear their cry, and will save them,"15

And yet, one cannot help but note that this verse is
not a doxology to the soverelgniy of the bellever, but a
song of praise and adoration to the Lamb, For by His grace
He has redecmed the Christian, brought them into the king=-
dom made them priests, enabled theh to overcome &in and

Satan, and thereby gave them power to relgn upon ﬁarth.lé

15Ibid., pe 325

16, Plummer, "Revelation," The Pulplt Commentaiv,
edited by Joseph S. Exell and H., D. . =pence (New York
and London: Funk & Wagnalls Company), p. 66.




CHAPTER VI
REVELATION 2036

Revelation 2:6 is the final scripture passage in the

New Testament which has a reference to the Priesthood of

» n % R il e Ty o
Belisvers. It readss UAKdp 05 K4 105 0 Wl pv@05 2
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)“ _‘015"'7-.93' f:ﬁl\gguwjtjq-aumv,,wi-‘l" 131’0{7 [Tb‘:],pzm ;:{q. This text is
well established, since 1t contains only one minor variance.
In the concluding words of this verse manuscripts s\s, glé,
andothers, besldes the Tischendorf edition, insert T‘Of be-
fore )‘rl)tiq E’r7 . However, A , the Byzantine text, and
very many other manuscripts, plus the Welss edition omit
the 7o « HNestle indicates that both views are equally well
attested by placing the 74 in brackets In his text.l Either
reading does not change the meaning of the verse.

The context from which this verse is taken is well

loreek New Testament, edited with Critical Apparatus
by Dr. Eberhard Nestle, newly revised by Dr. Epwin Nestle
(Siggeenth Edition; New York: American Bible Society, 1936),
p‘ 1.




)

65
known. Revelation 20:1-6 speaks of an angel coming down
from héaven and binding Satan in the bottomless pit for a
thousand years. After this is fulfilled, he wi1ll be loosed
for a little season. The writer then saw the souls of the
martyrs and of those who dld not worship theibeast. They
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. He speaks
of this as the first resurrection. Those who partook of
the {irst resurrection need have no fear of the socond
death, for they are blessed, holy, priests, and shall reign
with Ynrist a thousand years.

It is not surprising that on such poetic imagery there
have been various and controversial interpretations. For
example, some commentaries refer the "1000 years® to the
iillennium. The International Critical Commentary states
that the priesthood mentioned in verse six does not apply
to the general Priesthood of Bellevers, but only to the
priesthood of the martyrs. They will be admitted into the
Millennial XKingdom and have the special duty to evangellze
the nations.2 Barnes also maintsins that the "1000 years”
is to be interpreted as the Killennium, during which time

Christ will descend from hsaven and personally reign upon

2R. He. Charles, "A Critical and Bxegetical Commentary
on The Revelation of St. John," II, The International
Criticel Commentary (New York:s Charles Scribner 8 Sons,

1920), p. 185,
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earth, probably from Jerusalem.3 But this is not in har-
mony wlth Jesus! words:! "My Kingdom is not of this world."
(Jonn 18:36)

Fuerbringer takes a much saner views He defines the
1000 vears" asz a ixed psriod of time, the New Testament
era, During this time the devil is bound up so as not to
hinder the conversion of the heathen.h Lenski also agrees
with this when he states that the "1000 years" cover the
entire New Testament period from the incarnation of Christ
to Satan's final plunge into hall.5 Plummer has a rather
thought-provoking interpretation of the "1000 years". He
opines that "1000 yesrs" is not a quantity, 2 time element,
but that it is gqualitative, showing completeness. Satan
has been bound complztely. In other words, Christians need
heve no fear, because “atan's power over them has been com-

pletely limited by Christ's redempticn.6

3a1vert Barnes, "Book of Revelatilon,” Hotes on the
New Testament (London: Blackle & Son, Paternoster
Buildings, ©®. C.), XI, Lb63.

4y,. Puerbringer, The Revelation of St. John, lecture
notes taken by one of his students and mimeographed by per-
mission, but not corrected or revised by him (St. Louiss
Concordia il meograph Company, Nede)s Pe 35.

5R. C. He Lenski, The Interpretation of St. John's
Revelation (Columbus, Ohio: he ﬁartburg'F;aas, 19535.
p. [

6a. Plummer, "Revelation," The Pulgit éommentarz.
edited by Joseph S. “xell and H. D. M. Spence ew lork
and London: Funk & Wagnalls Company), P. 472.
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Another point under controversy is the exegesis of
"first rosurrection.” Parnes again follows the Hillsne
nialistic viewpoint., Hs states that in the Hillennium the
righteous dead will be rajised and will become Christ's
attendants In the gevernusnt of the world.? The Internation-
al Critlcal Commentery also supports the Millennialistic
intez‘pretation.8 But Lenski? and Fuerbringerlo again re-
ject that msthod of sxegeslis. They say that the "first
resurrection” 1s to be taken spiritually and symbolically,
for it refers to the death of the belliever, whose soul goes
to heavan in glory. Plummer mekes &n Iinteresting observa-
tion by saying that the "first resurrection” refers to the
conversion of the believef from the death of sin to the
slorious life of the pospel of Christ.tl

These opinions, just stated,are an indication of the
many difl ferences that exist on the interpretation of these
yerses, +his applles alsc to the sntire chapter. Because
the exegesis here is so controversial, 1t is better not to
use verse six as & sedes doctrina for the Priesthood of

Believers. In general, €ll one can say is that the writer

TBarnes, op. cit., ps 463.

8R. H. Charles, loc. cit.
9Lenski, op. cit., p. 586
10Fuerbringer, ope cit., P 35.

11 Plummer, Ope cite, Do 472
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is comforting the troubled Christian by showing him his

blessed, glorlous status before God.




CHAPTER VII
CONCLUSION

The passages which were investigated in this thesis
presentad the basic principles of the Royal Priesthood of
Bellevers. These Scripture texts clearly point out that
every believer in Jesus Christ 1s a member of ths Priest-
hood of Bellsvers. Therefore, every believer has the
right and the privilege to go directly to God in prayer,
praise, and thanksgiving. He needs no mediating priest to
receive for him the forglveness of gina.

But the owphasis in the concept of the Hoyasl Priest-
hood of Believers 1s espsclally the obligation and challenge
to Christien service. I Peter 2:5 states that the members
of ths "holy priesthood"” are to "offer up spiritual sacri-
fices." Romans 12:1 identifles this with the believers?®
attitude end action of offering up thelr bodies in service
as living sacrifices to the Savior. Every bellever, man,
woman, or child, has the duty of helping, encouraging, and
serving one another in the Priesthood. However, the be-
lievera! sphere of activity extends even much farther than
the immediate fellowship with those of the household of
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faith. I Peter 239 shows that every member of the Royal
Prlesthood of Bellevers is to dc mission work, "to publish

forth the praises of Him."

In this respect it is well to comment on the relatione
ship of the Royal Priesthood of Believers to the position
of pastor of a congregation. A clergyman is also & member
of the Priesthood of Bellevers; chosen by them to carry
out publicly certain functions of their ministry -- ad-
ministering the Word and Sacraments. In other words, the
common idea and prectice that the pastor is to do the work
of the congregation, and if fortunate, to get a few laymen
to help him is actually a wrong conception of the Royal
Priesthood of Bellevers.

The minister is to be simply a colonel of the regi-
ment., The real fighting is to be done by the men in
the ranks who carry the guns. No ideal could be more
non-Christian or more irrational than that the re-
Ligious colonel is engaged to do the fighting for
hias men, while they sit at ease. And yst, perhaps,
there is one ldea current which is more absurd still,
that is, that there is to be no fighting at all, but
that the colonel is paid to spend his time solacting
his regiment, or giving 1t gentle educative instruc-
tion not destined even to result in any downright,

manly effort on the part of thg whole regiment to
do anything against the eneuy.

A concentrated and consecrated life of service is then

necessary on the part of every member of the Royal Priest-

Ip, 4. Kantonen, Resurgence of the Gospel (Philadel-
phias The Muhlenberg Press, 1948), p. 172, quoting John ?.
liott, Liberating the Lay Forces of Christieanity {New Yorks
Hacmillan, 1932), Ps 42e
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hood of Believers. The comparison of the functions of the
Priesthood with that of fighting an enemy is a very real
one @nd shows the serious responsibility and challenge which
confronts every believer. Kantonen observess

We face something worse than a pagan world, one

which doss not know Christ. Ours is a2 generation

involved in the ‘desper tragedy of having perverted

Yo destructive ends the spiritual energies rs-

leased by Christ. To call an apostate Ghristi&n

culture barbaric is to slander the barbarians,

It is quite evident that In order to mest the needs of the
worid, the principle of the Royal Prilesthood of Bellevsrs
reaches out into the social activities of the people; the
political realm, the economic order, and into severy voca-
tion of soclety. In whatever activity a Christian is en-
gaged, hs, as & member of t he Priesthood of Believers, wit-
nesses for Christ and thereby radiates a spiritual reality
and influence.Bv :

In conciusion, one must add that God has promised the
believers success in their work as members of ths Royal
Priesthood. While I Peter 239 and evelation 1:6 specify
that every believer is & priest in the kingdom of God,
Revelation 5:10 and 20:6 state that the members of such a
Royal Prilesthood sctuslly reign upon earth. By being placed

under the rule of God, every believer in carrying out his

2Ibid.

3Ibides Pe 177
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functions as Royal Priests is conguering sin, death and

the devil.
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