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to the fact that they belong to God. God has joined them 

to Himself to form one people.18 Galationa J:28 also 

beai~s this out: "Thero is neither Jew nor Greek. t here le 

neither• bond no1"' free, there is neither male nor female: 

for ye are all one in Christ Jesus." In this con..Y1ection 

Kantonen makes a.'1. interesting observation. He shows that 

the term Act<'~ is the source of the ,vords laity and lay­

man.19 In his book, n.esurg!!nc.e 2£. 2 Gospel:- he states: 

Subsequent corruption of the apostolic doctrine h:is 
led to the view that laymen are on a lower sp !ritual 
lovel than priests .. In the liew Testament to be a 
member of the laity of Christ25people is to be a 
membel" of a royal priesthood. 

In verse nine Pet er ref'el"S to the believers also as 
e,;. I 
I f,f c:Ji ·, i,t.lft~ • This wo1 .. d is a collectivo term signifying a 

class or a group of priests. In the English, however, 

"priesthood" also me.y mean the office of a priest. But for 
4,. , ' 

t h i s meanlng Luke uses i ~P°'-•';,";j 
I 

(Luke 1:9).21 Since 

moans "priesthood" or ''class of priests" and 

is thereby a collective term» it can be seen that therein 

l.S.Hut her, 2.E• £1:! .. , p. 2.53. 

19T. Ao Kantonenu hosurg0nce of. the Go~ (Philadel­
phia: Tho !Auhlonberg· P1•ess» 194-Uf;-p:-Ilto. 

20Ibid. ·-
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ths Una. Sancta. ecclesia finds exprassion.22 Peter is addres­

sing the Christ lBnss, the meinber3 of the ecclesia referred 

to in 1:19 when he says: "Ye are a Royal Priesthood. 11 To 

the Galatidns Paul puts it in these words: 11Ye ru.--a all the 

cbild.ren of God by faith in Christ Jesus." (Galatiane J:26). 

Any Christian~ therefore:, ts a memberof the priesthood of 

believers. The bond that unites them is invisible --

faith in Jesus Christ.23 Luther in his sermons and other 

writ inge very definitely emphasized the fnct that all 

Chrlstians are members of the priesthood. In Au .Q.~~!! 

Letter !..<?.. the Christ.l:Jfil .Nobility Luther interprets Romans 

13: 49 "For as we have many members in one body, and all 

members have not the same of.fice, n with special refet"ence 

to the Hoyal Pri.esthood of Bellevers: 

A cobblers a smith, a farmer1 each has the work and 
office of his trade, and yet they are all alike con­
secrated priests bi.shops, and every one by means of 
his own work or office must benefit and serve every 
other11 that in this way many kinds of' work may be 
done for the bodily and spiritual welfare of tho 
communlty, e2f3n as all members of the body serve 
one another.'-!-

Again, in the same treatise0 Luther says: 11Through baptism 

22Ibid.. Po 2h.7 • __ , I 

23,!p~g,. 

2%lartin Luther0 "An Open. Lettor to tho Christian 
Nobility of the German Nation Concerning the Reform of the 
Christian Estate, 11 \forks of Martin Luther11 translated by 
Gharles iii. Jacobs (The Pli:Uadalphia Ea1tion; Philadelphia: 
The ~"Uhlenberg Pressp 1943)0 II, 69. 
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e.11 of u.~ 8.l"e consecrated to the priesthood. !t25 Also in 

his interpretation of Hos0a 4:6, given in 1530, Luth~r re­

marked;; 11 He i s tr·uly a P!iest~ Yrho possessez 'the correct 

knowleuga and understanding of God and a sound comprehen­

sion o f 'Gh0 Scriptui"e.s. u26 

But i n vornB nine Peter speaks of the pries'th:>od as 

.. There, ho.ve been many and 

various interpretations and opinions concerning the word 
<. / 

i-•el at ion to l&f'4 T£?q_ Luther toot: the 

t;h t .-:, 11 ' I ' 1f1 · s. / vti.C--JA'S-l()V 1i,.oa7,;,v.1~« s1.gn os 
I 

dilal view» meaning 

that all Ohristians ara k i ngs and priestso In!::, Treatise 

£!! ~istian Libertr, he writes:; 

As to t.he klngshipp every Cbi~ist ian ls by f o.i th so 
exalted above all things that by a spiritual power 
he is lord of all things without except5.onl) so· t.hat 
nothing can do him any harm l-7hatever0 nay. all 
things are made subject to ~im and compelled to 
serve him to his salvation. 7 

In the same essay he enlarges on tho dual ·view of ldngs 

and priests with a rather unique presentation. In the Old 

Teatament God sanctified to Himseli' every first born male. 

25roido II P• 66. 

26Murtin Luther11 "Auclegung des Alten Testaments." 
Dre Martin Luther's Sain~tliche Schriften~ edited by John 
Georg riaich '{ St • .uouis, Mo.: Concordia Publishing House, 
1887)~ VI, 1044. 

27Ma.rt1n Luther , nA Tr•eatise on C11ristian Liberty,_'' 
Works of Martin LutherD t~anslated by w. A. Lambert 
{Philadelphia Edition; Pniladelphie.: The Muhlenberg Presso 
1943),, II. 324. 
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In turn9 the eldest son highly prized the birthright, for 

it had e. two-fold honor, that or priesthood, and that of 

kingship. This was a · spiritu.al kingship and also a type of 

Christ» ·.'!hose kingdom. is not of this uorld, but VJ'ho reigns 

in heavenly and spiritual things and consecrates them. 

When our Lor·d was born of the Virgin Mary g He al.so., aa the 

eldest Son» ha<l the birthright and thereby obtained these 

two prerogat1:ves ··- that. of pr•ie.sthood and that of king­

shipa Jesus impo.rts tr.Gse to all who believe on Him• 

accorcling to tho lav, of marriage by which the \7ife owns 

v:he.tevor belongs to the husband. 28 

Stoeckhardt also maintains that (3~f:'/~,;,i11V 

c ontai ns the co·ncept of "klngs and priests. 11 

Testat'lcnt phrase ( Exodus 19: 6} 

The Old 

( a kingdom of p 2. .. iests ) whtch in the septuagint is trans­

lated :'x,oyal p:t•iesthoodu n Stoeckhardt interprets as asc~ib­

ing a dual status -to tha Christian_.., that of a king and of 

a priest.29 De [ ette explains the expression as meoning 

11 a priesthood which is sovoreignl> which possess :freedom; 

and ia subject to no one except Godett30 Lenski follows 

pra-.!'cica.lly the same line 0£ thought. He says that the be-

26Ibida~ P• 323. -· 
&i9Arndtu .2.E.• ill• q P• 2ql!·• 
30n,id. -



lievers are '' as a body of royal priests. Mo man stands 

over us in our l"elation to God." 31 He explains his posi­

tion by saying that Christians are sovereign like Christ: 

Both adjective an4 noun denote our objective standing 
with God through vhristo••••The basic concept is found 
in the v10rd " priesthood9

11 the addition 1s the adjec­
tive "royal;" hence the thought is not II a kingdom 
consis·ting entirely of priests; but: Hpriestsg whQ

2 are roya.1 11 " like Melchizedek and thus like Ghrist.,j 

Selwyn is another exegete who holds to the dual view. In 

his recent commentary on First Peter, he maintains that 
,/ 

13-.lU'I ~ s/~;/ is a noung and for that reason we a.re here deal­, 
.I .:; , · 

ing with s. double term. He interprets {3fl.rl'lk5io'/ /Sfq°T"IJ/"'"' 

~s Pe ter saying to the Christians: "You are a 

kingdom, a priesthood. n33 

But is it valid to use (3f;J.rr:~ 'i, tOI/ here as a noun? 

A I\ ' , Ia it correct to hold t he dual view of l vct.<r1/1.£1 !J~ f "'i,f rJ.n,f.11" .. ~ ? 
I 

For f3a.v-,, 'f,.Jos is an adjective expressing the idea of 
I 

possessions; while (3fi,.tr1A1J(tJi denotes abilityi> fitness.34 

The original Hebrew of F..xodus 19:6" upon which most of the 
"'! - ) "-.71' ~ ,.S) termi nology of !Pater 2 : 9 is based.P reads r ·1 ,., .J"I u.J1 .s\ . : . ·: ..._ : 

• 

31R. Co Ho Lenski9 ~ Inter2retation_~·.t ~b!Epistles 
of Sto Peter0 St .. Johng and St. Jude (Columbus• 0 o: 
Lutheran Book C oncer'ii'; 1938")-;-ji°o 101. 

32]:bid. 9 po 103• 

33Arndt0 12.£• .ill• 

34Arnd tg l.22.• ill• 
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'T 
"'iA) n ~J 'if!) :n;:,? l) b • Concerning the ex-

' I - : •• •• I -

pression D"':J J{I) 37';:J? ab ·, Kittel says: "The ex-. -: •.· ~· : -
p~ession 'Kingdom of Priests• may be traced back to an 

epoch in which it may well have implied that all Israelites 

are priests; they constitute e. kingdom which consists of 

priests. n35 In other words, the believers, according to 

this passage,, are the Royal Priesthood only because they 

belong to the one family of the children of God, not be-

cause they themselves are sovereign. It is God, the King9 

/ ; 
Who governs and animates ell ·things. In the (:>~il"i ,\ ;..;:,.'1 JI 

,~pJ,ill/'~ the priestly character is the leading role.36 

Thi s, then9 is the idea which the Old Testament phrase 

suge ests: a kingdom in which all the subjects are priests. 

as an adjective signify­

ing nbeing the property of a king .. 11 37 The ,,ords seem to 

present this picture: 0 As a royal army is an army belong­

ing to a king, so a royal priesthood is a class of priests 

that owes its allegiance to a king, in this case to Christ, 

35Theologisches Worterbuch zum Neuen Testament, l.29.• 

J6o. Fo C0 FronmU.ller, "The gpistle General of Peter, 11 

! Commentary: .2!l ~ HolI Scriptures, translated from the 
Second Revised German Edition, with additions original a.~d 
selected by J. Isidor Mombert, edited by. John Peter Lange 
and Philip Schaff (New York: Charles Scr!bner & Co., 1869)~ 
Po 34. 

37 Arndt, loq, • .£.!i• 
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the Son of God, true God Himselr. 11 30 But in (3o1q-/A.,,1ot 
» Findlay also includes the idea of service --

11 a prie,sthood in the service of a king." 39 Ruther in 

Iiieyer' s commentary agree3 with this and quotes ~·iaiss who 

says that t he believers are a 11 priesthood ser~r1ng Jehovah 

the King 9 just as \Te speak or the royal household. u40 

Another opinion that has been advanced on the 

is t his: 
.. I 

The 1-.1~,,,-;-q,J / JI- ~ is royal because 1t belongs to the 
King9 Who has chosen it as His o~n possession. and0 
because therer:,ore, it shar~s in H:!.s glory; not be-
cause the i'c,f.tiri, .'P •{\ P.re themselvea kings and 
shall reign upon earth.Lµ. 

If sh ari ng in His glory ls ts.ken in the sense of being 

sovereign with Him and reigning with Him11 then it 1s not 

wi t hin the meaning of this passage. But if it . is taken in 

the s ense that as subjects of Christ 1n His kingdom we bask 

in the glory of His love, in contrast with the state of the 

unbelievers, then sharing in His glory fits in with the 

concept of verse nine. 

Therefore, on the bases of the possession and service 

38~." p. 246. 

391,lli • ., p. 244. 

40Huther, .22• £11. 9 po 2$2 0 quoting W~iss 9 P• 125 

/ L!J.Ohe.rlas Bigg, 11 The 3pistles of St. Peter and St. 
J'ude 11 " International Critical Commentary on the Holy 
_?c,riptures _2£ the .Q1.<! an'! New Testaments fiew'York: 
Charles Scribner' a S0ns 11 1905). LXI, 134. 
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/L I. idea in the l~O", >.,;.10J1 one must take issue w1 th Selwyn who 

hol.ds the dual ·view. He tries to back his interpretatiol'l 

with the following arguments~ 1) Sin~e in II Maccab3es 
J 

2: 17 (S«(f" , ,\ "i,10;1 is a noun and is round side by side w.1 th 

"' . / i-pc,,; n ,,; uG'. he claims that he is j ustif'ied in translating 
l I 

~ •\ t,, I 
{"'O'q' 1.i, /Otl 1-r.f0iTY,"J4 A as found in I Peter 2:9 and ln Exodus 

19:611 "a kingdor110 a priosthood. 11 42 But in so doing he 

fails to evaluate properly the .fact that the two words are 

joined by "and" in the II Maccabee s 2:17 passage.43 2) He 

also bases his arguments on the position of words in 

I Peter 2:9. 

stead of following it (as the other adjectives in verse 

n ine follow the nouns they modify-), he claims that the 

word is not an adjective but a noun.44 Again. this cannot 

be stressed, for Peter could be influenced by the relative 

position or the words in Exodus 19:6. Furthermore, SelYJ!n1: s 

argument on the basis of the word order can also be turned 

against him. F·or it can be held that the rhythm of the 

passage would be destr~yed 1£ there would be two uncon­

nected noun.s in a. sentence in which there \7as a aeries o~ 

phrases containing a noun plus an adjective.45 

42Arndt, _Q£ .. ill•o P• 245 .. 

43Ib1d. 

44Ibid. 

45Ibid. 
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is an adjective in I Peter 2:9 9 

·the dual view11 kings and priests9 hold by Luther and 

Stoeckhal"dt, a.lso does not l'•eecho tho meaning of ver·se 

nin e. Luthei•• s analogy of' r eceiving Christ' a birthright 

of a king and a priest through faith cannot b3 ueeci to 

interpr et t his text. Lenski and De · ette"' who hold that 

p1~iests possos.9 sovereignty also do not exp1.,asa what is in 
I . c.. I 

the text, for• 11 as be fore stated, t3 r;,.(!"1A -;,1011 ' ";-4 '11",'1.~~:.\meane 

that Christ is t he King and that the Christians are all 

pries t s , serving Him i n His Kingdom. 

But Peter die. not s top af"ter stating that the high 

position and privilege of every Christian is to be a mem­

b e.l"' of the Royal Pr i esthood. !ilor with eve·ry privilege 

t he~e is also an obligation. The Apostle concludes this 

vers e by saying that the members of the rloyal Priesthood 

ar e 11 to show forth the praises of Him Who ha-a called you 

ou't; a£ darlmoss into His marvelous Light. n 

;, I 
Fol"' the word <J._p 'i. -~.; the King James translation reads 

rt praises." Thayer defines it as excallences, perfections. 
:l I 

and quotes Gerhard as saying that the d. t'~"' Ttl(S' are the 

attributes "which s hine forth in our gratuitous calling and 

i n the whole work of our sa~v~tion.46 To FronmUller the 
:> I c.i.t~·,oi., emphas1.zed Ooclr s omnipotence and mercy. He remarks: 
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The connection suggests mor~ particularly His omni­
potence which removes every obstacle, and His mercy 
which condescends to the most degraded slave or 
sin.. The last attribute in particular, was expx•es­
sed in the appearing of Chrlst. Believing cong:;:,o­
gations phould be both the trumpets and the mirrors 
thereof (I Lt·7 

means to publish, to tell out, to gi·..,a wide­

sp!'ead publicity to what ·truces placo within. )~his ls to 

be done by the entire community of belie-,ers.413 

Every believer has been made a member of the R¢yal 

Priesthood for a purpose -- to take part in an holy propa­

ganda~ This is th~ theme or the purpose clause of verse 

nine: 

God has done great things for you; lie has taken you 
out of the desert of darkness and death a.~d brought 
you into the garden of lite ·and light. Shout this 
from the housetops and tell the people that what He 
has dona. fo1 .. yp~ He is eager tc do for others:, in 
fact, for all .. '+'1 

Peter is challenging the Royal Priesthood of Believers to 

a sacred mission. In reference to this,. Kantonen t:;raphi­

cally describes a Christian• s cal.l to sacred service:: 

Whenever He (Christ) spoke in lofty terms about 
Himself and His Messianic vocation, He proceeded 
forthwith to speak in the same lofty terms about 
His 9eople and their vocation. Did He say: "I 
am the Light ot"' the world?n Yes, but He also said: 
"You are the lights of the world. 11 Did Ile say that 
He performed mighty worlcs which should le ad people 

--------
47Fronmuller, .212.• 9~·~ P• 35. 

4.oibid. 

49Arndt • .22.• ill•, P• 247. 
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·t;o trust Him? Yea., but He also said: "Greater 
works than those shall he {the believer) do." Did 
Ho say that the Father had sent Him into the world 
to carry out a great mission? Yes, but He also said, 
" As t he Father he.th sent Me., even so I send you." 
And when His own historical mission was completed, 
He actually did entrust the entire work of the Kingdom 
on earth to His people: "Go into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to the . whole ~reation. n "Go and 
make disciples of all nations. "~O 

Luthe1., very effectively brings the application down to the 

individual raember of ·the Royal Priesthood: 

I w111 9 therefore, g ive myself as a sort of Christ, 
to my neighborD as Christ has given Himself to me, 
and will do nothing in thi-s life except what I see 
,1ill b e need:f'ul, advantac;eous, and wholesome for 
my neighbor, since by faith I abound in all good 
t hings in CJ:,..risto a. o ..... And as our heavenly Father 
has freely helped us in Christ, so OUBht we freely 
t o h elp our neighbor by our body and works~ and 
each should become to the o~her a sort of Christ, 
s o that we may b!? mu.tually "'h.rist's~ and that the 
satile Christ rnay be in all of us, that 1s, that we 
may be truly ~hrlstiana.51 

In presenti n g this evangelical p1 .. ogram to the priest­

hoodD Peter vividly describe s the contrast between the be-
,· 

lie ver i s and the unbelle vert s l''elation to God. (j"i<D~fJS 

mea..n.s dF.J>kness. This word pictures the ~hole u."lha.ppy sin­

ful condition o:f the natural and unregenerate man. Perhaps 
I 

the Apostl e uses fJ"Xd ·;oiJ.S with special :t•e.ference to the 

former h eat·1en:ts m of the readors • .52 f.jsJ completely 

.50Kantonen~ .2E.• cit. , p .. 150. 

511.1arti n Luther11 
1:To The Leipzig Goat. n \1orks of 

Luther, translated by A. Steimle ( The l)hiladelphia Edition; 
Philadelphia ;; The Muhlen?erg Press, 1930), III, 282 r. 

52nuther, .21?• .£!.i•, p. 253. 
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the oppos1.t0 ot.' tN<.ouvs1 means light; an1 probably refers 

to the fact that God has trans.fe1•od them :from the darkness 

o:r sin and despair into the light of His redeeming love and 

joy.. So Luther tea·chea in hia Commentary of th3 First 

General Ep istle of Peter: 

And this is the way in which your pl"eadhing ls to ba 
dischargedp that one brothel .. proclaim to another the 
powerful ·.vork of God: how ye h ave bee?t ransomed from 
s:J.n, death, hell, and all evil, by Him, and have been 
called to eternal life., Thus shall you also 1na~i;uct 
others how they may come also ·to the same light ..... ..., 

From a s ·t;udy of this pa.asagei> one can readily see the 

gl or ious state of a believer in Jesus Ghrist .. God by His 

grac0 has chosen and selected sinful persons, by the redemp­

tion has pur•chasod thern to be m.s personal property" he.s 

broug11t them into His Kingdom in v1hich every member is a 

Royal Priest:, has given them the privilege of serving Him. 

and has placed before them the challenge to share with and 

publish these mercies to, all people. As was stated in the 

Introduction, it was the prin~iple of the Hoyal Priesthood 

that produced such a tremendous effect in the spread or 
Ch..~istianity the first century after Christ& Kantonen shows 

the power, program, and goal of the Priesthood of Believers 

i'or the pres0nt centu_ry: 

5.31,.1ar ·tin Luther0 !h.Q First .ii;-iistle .2f lli Pet.er. ~ 
Second E,E_istle of ~ £!?ter. 'l'l:e 411;eistle ?J: lli ~. a 
translation" preface by Eo H. Gillett ( Harlernp New York:· 
1859), p. 109. 



It introduces Christian love as the dominant motive 
in every occupation and judges every .:,nterprise .frvm 
tha t point of viow. It transforms the negatives or 
rolig:i.on int~o positives9 enaoling Lutherp f or example9 
to .i.nterpret 0 Thou shalt not steal'' as implying : \tork 
and earn you1' own living so that you raay have soma .. 
thlng t o g ive to the needy; to be idle is to rob you:t! 
needy neighbor. It puta an end to compartmentali za­
tion and makes the service motive, as over against the 
pro.fit motive 9 a Ghristin responsibility in every situ­
ation. It acknowledges that the world ia ovil 9 but 
'.i.nstead of counseling e.s cape or retreat ., it summons 
eve~y Ch~i stian to be an outlet for the leavening in­
fluence of the K1ngdou1. It provides ·the ~ocial pro­
gr a:ro. of the Church with its most effective method, 
not the construction or utopias or :f'tttil e frontal 
attacks upon established s ystem.a~ but the same per­
sonal ·«itneesing by word and act to t~he life ... ch ~.ng-
i ni3 po,1e:;::- o:f the Gospel 9 which enabled t he primitiv e 
church to win its ,rictories.. To use ono o.f Luther' a 
most telling metaphors, it calla every Christ ia.ll to 
b e the disguise under whicu

4
God can ontar even whar•e 

Ho :ta no t openly uelcomed • .!:> 

In concl usion9 perhaps it would b e in place to me.lee 

sever al observat ions .. In the first place, the pa-rticiple 

talten from. /\Q l i.:., means tho effectual calling 

of God» t he con version of a s inner. This verb is nevor used 

in the New Testament i n r espect to calling a p~rson into the 

holy ministry. The only passage that may be debated is 

Galatians 1: 15s, 16. In these ve1~ses Paul i s telling the 

Gal atians that God him through His grace "to re-
:, ., I 

veal His Son '£.V s._µp, g that I may preach tha gospel to 
.:. .;> , 

the Gentiles. If There a.re some who translate SY 'i,,M,0/ 
/ 

"through me. II They interpret the passage with the idea that 

God calle d Paul into th0 r,tl.nistr:; to reveal His Son through 
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him. However, the context of the whole chapter is God re­

vealing His Son to Paul, converting h1m11 not of Paul going 

out to convert the Gentlles. 

Another observation that can be made from I Peter 2:9 

is that the Royal Pr iesthood of Believers is a 11 group 

concept." 'l1hough each Christian is an individual priest be­

fore GodD t here is no room for individualism or isolation­

i s m. Peter spea.~n of the Royal Priesthood as a class of 

priests. Even in rievelation11 where the emphasis is on the 

i nd ividual priests, the Holy Writer is speaking to them as 

a group. 'i.' h is seems to bear out the c·ommon responsibility 

that each member has to the group itself and to the world. 

A Chri s tian is never alone. Whatever difficulty or suffer­

lng he ruust face, Christ and all the s a i nta are at his side.55 

"Since Ghrist bears our own burdensD ,ve are free to bear the 

burdens of the brethren.n56 \'/hatever a believer does 11 in 

whatsoever position he may be, he is serving others in be­

half of and also as a representative of the Royal Priesthood 

of Believers. Kantonen sums up the "group concept" or the 

Royal Pries thood of Believers with these words: 

It is a dynamic nucleus for the integration of human 
life. It binds people together. It unites the fol­
lowers of Ghrist i nto a household of faith for wor­
ship and for work together. To say that a Christian 
is an individual answerable only to God is simply un-

55Kantonen, £20 .9.!i., P• 164. 

56Ib1d., P• 163. 
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true. God has sot him to live out his life not in 
isolated p1~1va.cyg but within divinely appointed frame­
works of livingo He is never a mere private ind1v1-
dualo Re cannot escape being a member. Just as he 
is a member of a homej of a community, and of a 
nation, so in the m~1ter of religion he is a member 
of the church .. o ..... 



CHAPTER III 

I PETER 2:5 

c:. I 
Peter refers to the believsra also as a '~fq-;-<£4}"-q 

~('-'Y • I Peter 2:.5 reads K~J ti~ro: tJ.s ).f.Vo , .fJvr~~ 
,# ; \ Q ~ \ ;.J C. ~ ,, 

, , K:; :~fAtr t,, ~ fj/1(0 .;, TrVSr.lJ JJqTJK:1S &IS l'D'/Jcf'TtVJ,(Jc( l''~' 
.;» { ~ • -'\, 

~v£V((i'ifG1' 7r1/lf.:l/ 'k tfi 7"1/{~J f v~/fi)j f.Vi'i'''Jt.'U'b~J<. T6S I!..';' 

Ji~ .)h,~i,~ X f /<rT() J • This text also is quite well estab­

lished. In only three instances are there variant read­

ings9 and t hese do not alt.ei~ the basic meaning of the text. 

The first variance ls with the ,·mrd o~ "" tfo14si~79 ~ taken 
~ i-.. I 

from the verb 01/(~ tJo , .. 1. ~ ii i 
r 

to build. Manuscripts ,.s C 
~ \"' 'J 

and others, as well as the Vulgate read 
; 

.from the verb ~'TT~IKO J°o~ ;,-..., . , to build upon (a foundation) • 
.;;, ~ 0 

Tischendor.t' supports t his readi:1g. But 0/ I( ~o7,_;,uiu- .,;re is 

favored by .B; ~uJ the Byzantine text, and many other manu-

scripts. Hort and \l,eiss have this reading in their edi­

tions.1 The 't1eight of evidence is about equal for both 

readingoo Nestle 0 in basing his edition upon Hort, 

lGreek New Testament0 edited with Critical Apparatus 
by Dr. Eberhir"d Nestla, newly revised by Dr. Erwin Nestle 
(Sixteenth. Edition; N,~w York: American Bible Society, 1936)i, 
P• 58$. 


