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pap,r. The eye is the lona; the ear tho dram. '!he •'18 

1111g111t1es; the aur only echoes."19 

J>ramatisations aid tb.e hearer to put hluelt lmo the 

aubject at hand. Tho dramatization ot 1daaa �m�a�k�e % � an othe­

w1ae cold story live as it is roenaotecl b7 tbe pnaobel'. Anc1 · . 

the suggestive quality accompanies the n&rl'atlve tol'II ot u­

ordlum. Thia appx•oaoh al.lows the listener t~ qulokan �b�l % � 

mind and omot1ono to the ancient Biblical. oheaotera u lia 

tollna the lite pattorns of these men • . 
A final quality of atJ'le basic to the 1ntNCIUotlcm �1 % � 

unity. ~ia quality i ncludes all which la eaaentlal to the 

oneness of impression on the listener. UnitJ �d�o�e % � not,. holr­

evar, exclude a diversity of matel'ial 1n tbe UOl'd1uri, bu1; 

it does demand that all 148.teriala be aubordin&ta to Oll8 alD · 

Uaoar·tnay' s introduction to the �d�1�a�o�o�m�.�- % �e� on Pe~ 

bears the marks ot a style whloh 1a aiwple, uaot, olear, 

direct, deacr1pt1 ve, and a style which 1• un!tle4. 

�~� uordium placing the audience 1D th8 Clarclm of . 

Gethsemane is ve17 dramatic. file people IN �n�q�u % �W� '° 
watoh Peter. 'lhe ai11pl1ol ty is aboWD 111 nah plll'UN •• 

• It la t.he aound of sobbing. It la the wlae of • 11811 ..,_ 

.. 
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The oler1 ty 1s woll defined throughout thla u:01'41•• 

In .order to keep the style clean and clear out, tbe preaahelt 

uaes, no tl.orid adjectives 1n the deacrlpt19n. !he Pl908N► 

a1on ot thought reaches a climax by placing the atrcmgeat 

ldeaa near the close of the exord1um. Ollll'lty 1a alao ate 

tained by placing questiona d1reotl1 to !a:ter. "What wu 

1t• Peter, that bronght you to this pl,µ,oT Was it beoauae· 

you tel t t-.h,at the only place where 7ou could ezpNaa ,:om.­

pilaf was 11hare yotir Lord entel'ed into hla agODJT•22 

llacartney demonstx-atea his torte 1n the dnut11atlon 

ot Peter. The descr1pt1ve st,-le displayed w· emotional 

value whlch carries the hearer with a auggeatln tone to 

hear more. 

Thora is also a diversity ot 'lll&tarlal utlll114 Sn W. 

exoi'dlum. Tho Garden of Getha•ane 1s deaorlbe'd. Peur l• 

1;he central object -of observation. Th• qu,st1mi8 are Ill 

pointed at Peter 1n a ver1 personal ftJ• Ana tJut .PNlllllilr 

reaches the climax in the words, n ••• n IN to let Peter 

preach to us. that he· 1118.7 b~th wU'II us 1114 enaomeaae •• 
. •2l 

.lllld · tell ua ot the max-veloua twg1vln8 love ot Chl'l•t'• · 

21 . 
Ib&d,-• P?- 70. 

2eaaoartney,. o~e·&t B~ghta _gt the Bible. P• 71• 

23Ibld •• P, 7.2. . 

1 • 
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Yet w1 th this great variety ot ·niatar1al• the preaobR IIUdn­

talna a unity:, a onanosa of 1mprosa1on. 

In the study of the 1nti•oduct1on one notes cartath 

charactoristios which are peculiar to tho 1ntroductlona or 
sermons. 

In the i'irnt place tha exord1um should 11\llt one a'ldh, 

ject. Th.a axordiun1 is but the porch to the bulldins• Amt 

a porch to a porch in the f'orm ot two or tbi-ee aubjeota 

lead.ins to one d1EcoUPse is undeail"able and m1dea41ng. 

Then should be a unity wi'thin the structure ot the opening 

wards:, because s ca ttG::,.,ad ideas which are disjointed. tNIII 

the one centra1 core thought C8l'l'J' no one lasting 1111pNa1on. 

Tho words ot the exordiwn are pointing· ahead, aiming toward 

a greater elaboi-ation ot thought. Dr. Reu2lt.oald augpat. 

that the axord1um talte a1m and haacl atriS.ght tor lt:• ror t11a 

opening remarks do not aim to give !natnat1an separate ard 

aside 1"rom tho· actual. body ot discussion. !he .,,.,,,. _parpoN 

of the 1ntroduc.tion as prev1oual7 outlined l'lllea out nob • 

procedure, 

A second character1st1c .-uggeatad ia '11at ta UOl"41ma 

have a vital relation to the thalll8 ot the aal'IIDll• It-a tut; 

la uaed, the &xo1..-d1um mus'(; be t1tt1ng to tbat uzl '° ■dll-
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ta1n a harr11ony w1 th the theme. The introduction 1• the 

bridge from the to..~t to the theme a."ld ahou1d load natural.17 

from Scr:lptm•o to the theme ot the· message. 

Of VOI"J gt•eat importance :la tho relation ot the ezor­

d1um to the body 01' tho sermon. Thct ·1ntroduotlon is 1nt1• 

mately c onnected \·11th tno body aa a f'lowor is ~tt,oched to • 

the stem. However~ es previously stated the oxordlum la 

but a me a.us to an end, as it to:m.a a trena1 tion traa the 

text _to the major portion ot the sermon. ~- transitional 

oharaoter und nature ot the 1ntro.duo,t1on :la well handled b7 
' 

Llacartriey. l:IP..ny of h.'ts exordiums have a trana1 tional sen-

tence which is in tho torm ot a question. · For instance. 1n . 

tho ser-mon on death and hopoJ 

Aurl t hen T1.U"gonev askss . 
Oan it be that their pr8.J8ra, their tears are 

fruitless? Can it be that love. aaored~ devoted love. 
1s not all powertull Ob, no; however paae1onate a1za­
nill6 and 1 .. obellious the hoart hidden 1n the tomb• the 
flowers growing ove,z- it peep eeranely at WI with the"b' 
innocent ayes. Th&y ·tell -us not of. the e1;ernal peace 
alone., or that great peaae of 11i4:lttezrent nat~J: :t;haJ' 
tell us,. too.- . ot ._et~arnal reconoill~tlon and o~ _lU"e 
without end. · · 

A beaut:U'a.l tr,lbute-11 that, . to a rath.er• a ~- Diother• • 
love for a son wbo1 had pueed j.nto the maa•-.. and • 
noble expi,ession,-ot the hope of eternal recano:lllat5=,on 
and of llfe without end. But; upon what 1■ that hope 
baood125 · 

' 
l'rom th1a polnt ot tha ·queat1cm.· the boq begins 1>7. glTlng 

three ann:ers -to that q•at!on. 
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Sy the use ot the .question, Macartney ~olntecl up;the 

particular 1nterast oen ter he wished to 1_mpreaa on the 

mlnda bef'ore him. Thus the 1ntroduot'1on 1a d~mm aa 

C1cero26suggests trom the heet ot tho case. It br1nga tor• 

ward the 1ntel'est canter ·upon \Yhloh the_audlenoe. lil ·to oon­

oentrate. 

~ha majol"i ty agree ·that the 1ntroduot1on should be 

br1e.t • Pattison prop.osea, "In J'Olll' lntr~ductlon take the 

thome by one hand and the au.dlenoa by the othar, make tb81L 

acquainted, and then drop the hands, and get to WQl'k a■ 

soon au poss1bla."27 ln making two people acqual~ted the 

exchange of names is done 1n a verr br!:et llllll."181". ·the two 

ea not concerned 1n' the entire baakgl'ound history ot one 

anot~or. Uost authQr1t1aa auggest that the emrd1.._ dla. 

pen~e with its we1ghtJ ~us1nes~ cp1ck17. '!he people have 

not oome to hear the 1ntroduot1on but a sermon. 

The study on the struotv.re ot Ji'osd1ok1 • a~28 
, .... ._...i:,.,:, :T· _.1;. •••• ::,...•.J?,: 

would say the opposite. Bl■ 1omona ~owed• that greater 

ap~e 1a ut11:laed 1D tho develop•nt ot the 1Dtroduot1ma. 

The important idea la expanded 1n t;he beginning ratbar than 
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m the body of the d1soo\ll'se. The approaoh ta a pqobo­

logioaJ. one. In this unoon.ventional17 long exorcu.-. 

Poedlak claims that the aud1ence1a pat1enoe and ener17 1• 

tapped immediately. The claim 1a that the ~~her alcmg the 

ael'IIIOn progresses, the more fatigue seta :ln. fheretore the 

stress and the bulk ot material la giaouped tor emphUla 1n 

the introduction. The most important 1deaa aro plaoed tlrat 

and are thon further expanded 1n the ex0l'd1um. 

Thus concentra.t 1ng and expanding 1n the 1ntrodwst1on, . 
the audience 1s not permitted to reach the point ot tatlgue. 

At tho bag1nniDG the preacher 1a able to plunge more deeplJ' 

into tho d~tails of the subject ancl to use 11l01'8 ts.neaae wlum · 

tho heBl'ert s mind 1a treah and reoept1ve. 

Macartney• s sermon 1ntroduot1one showed u:ampl• ot Ula 

lengtb.J' e.xord1um, Out ot the twenty ael'IIODII, to~eer!-9o~ 

the 1ntroduct1ona we...-e composed ot .ttve paragr~pba m- more. 

'lwo30o.t the openings exceeded fourteen paragi-apbll. In tbeae 

cases the paragraphs were ot varying lengt!ul. One notes 

that the lengthy 1ntroduot1ona W81'8 brought about -b7 long 



nerations. The preacher went lnto a ve17 detailed 4esorlp­

t1on of the background events ot the text. Muob ot the 

description centered around the B1bl1oal oharaotera par­

ticipating 1n these aoenea. 

There were twollor three 1Dtroduot1ona whlob exhibited 

a developed skill w1 th the short 1ntl'oduot1on. In tbaae · 

exordiums the pertinent taota· ·ue stated and d1apenaed. wltb. 

1n abort order. The preparation ot tbe audlenoe la di•• 

patched erf'ect1valy but with a notioeable haste. 

The f'oru and mol.ds .in wh.loh the above mel'itloucl 

qual1t1es of' style and paaullar oharao-t81'1atlo• u-e oouol:184 

should be varied. In taking a aeNan antholoa, one •111 

aoon recognize that the vulet7 ot tn•• are 111AD1'• And it 

la the job of each exol'diwa to seek a D81' avenue ot 

appl'Oaoh to the hauer. Bach of' these types aong 1IIIID7 

muat .tultlll the tuk ot ga1D1ng the attention and toouiag 

that attant1on on the tl'ilth at hand. 

'!be gu1del1ne tor the an&17aia ot the tnea and ,r.ar1•• 

t1ea of introduotlona nll be those 11ated b7 •• BlaokWood.3
2 

In hi.a enum.eratlon, he ll■ta twelve· ao 01111•4 ••••• sa-tea•ll 

31MaoartneJ, .fl!L.Great••I Queatlcma st tlla Bl.bl• .!!IA 
at Lite. pp. 44•45,l.B9:-190• . . · . . 

32Andrew Watterson Blaaklroo~w· .D!. Prepar•f1if1~2' 
S.rmona , ( Bew Yorkt Ab1ng4on-Doke■blil7 ff•••,9 ,., 
PP• llJ-120. . . 

llib1d, ,. P• 113. 
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to be· used in varying the 1ntroduot1one ueed from week to 

week. He list.a the tollmlng with these connotation■ 

attached to each: 1) The textaal• that la the d!Not 

quotat,.on ot the text Ol' pai-ta ot them as a jump1ng ott 

point tor the sermon; 2) The oontez.tual, t.he device whloh .b 
drawa its material trom the h1at01'1oal aettlng ot the text 

as well e.s tho extenuating all'aW1Btance,s .• attencl1Dg the im­

mediate text at hand; ,3) 'l'ha dra•tla 4eea:rlpt1on• whioll . 
dl'an its p017er from tha tact tbat t~ preaoher aa,,· tba 

plaoea mentioned in ~he text and dr.•atlsea them ·to oreate 

more 01.,. a concrete impNaslon in the mind ot the hearer, to 

f'ol'm a 11 vlng background tor enau1ng ramukaJ 14-) '!be topS."l9 

oal approach, made famous bf Poad1ok, draws !ta luater 'bJ' 

showing that e. OUl'l'ent pleoe ot literature uaea a alm11&r 

plot as the text o1 ted; S) The problem, a technique •11,ranti 

with hwnan i..~terest, wi.th the c,hallmge laid open to lleten­

erJ; 6) The direct statement ot purpoae, ln which approaoh 

the aer1110nisel'! throws his oase to the hearer 1n a a1aple 

faahtonJ 7) The atr-iklng quotation, that la, 1111lng • 

famous oz- well kn.own :M>rcl or pmiue which oatahea the ln1;el't!­

eat immediately; 8) The illustration, a aenaatlonal ton ot 

oatch1ng interest b7 the med1Uil ot t ·h• atOl!T os- aneodotej 

9) The news :lt• or cartoon,. the me~ocl ot putting to wse 

the "motion picture ii1nd.1134ot the hea.Nl'J 10) lflMt oooaalcmal 
\ . . 

·~aw Watterson Blaokwood• !11• J!llu P• 118■ 
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introduction, used le.rge1y at tlm.ea or dad1cat1on, oole­

brations, or an.."'livorsB.l'y; 11) The ps7Cholog1cal approach• 

used for exa:mple. by Mathan in approa.ch1ng J>av14J 12) The 

life situation, \ib.ich canters 1ntereot 1n the 11to or ounent 

event or the 1ocfll. scene. 

In all tho sennons studied, eighteen ot them d1.aplaye4 

oombinations of variet7. The ingrediento ot the n.r1et7 

were well utilized in producing the cumulative tcroe ot ·the 

exorcliur11 in 1ta.pr~t;rasp1o:q. to t .he ·body ot d1souas1~• 

· The exordium to the sermon "The 11.!'atel"Y' ot Ooal.1neaa•3S 

contains a doscr1pt1op or tho cit," ot Ephesus. th9 t811ll>l• 

ot Diana. a drau1atic n~rat1on of man s1ng1ng words tron the. 

text or tbs ael'ID.C?n,. an iliuatration, nmelr, ·the letter trom.· 

l'liny tho Younger t .o ~peror 'l'Jtajan about these. singing 

Christiana, tho r.iataphol'ical: import of the trords 1n t.1\e 

.toxt, and a snort excursus on tlle :D7Bte17 eom·ept ot Paul 

aa round in I Ti,not.hy J. 

The analysis or the twenty uord!um.a s~owecl that ten 

out ot the twelve aeJ'illOD gates 01' Blaolmood were u1ed. !he 

only two ·types not repl,,'9aented •••• tm oooaa!onill tqr■ ad 

the news item or cartoon. 

U:aoartney drew on throe ao1U'ae1 tor his ve:tetl••• 

Baah pattern ot appr~ah stemmed. l'rCJIII e1 ther' the oontm• 

3sllacartne7. DI Gr.aateat fexta sl. l!a! S1bl~­
. pp• ~ 71-1 ?l&.., 
• 
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or .trom the actual theme ot tbe 41■oua■lon, or ~ ta 
I 

text pl'opel'e 

In the breakdorm stUdJ ot the ■ouroea tOJI ta 

llao&l'tney e.xord1Wll, e1eva.36ot the, tnnt7 ,._.. taken ho1I 

the oontex.t. It was inte:reat:lng to note 111 thla aa1UU1otlon 

that not all of the contextual navored uorcllaa woe~ 

the b1ographicai aeriaona. Sev•nlTot the twent7 ezOJ1d1uu . 
apl'ang directly from the theme it■elt aa it 11188•■ted. an. 

opening to the ha&Nra. And tlnall7 two ot th8 tweni;J' 

dwelt legely on the texts thamaelv••• 

ftle majority of the lntroduotloo■ u■ecl the nurative 

and the descriptive taohntquea, aa the,- appeared 1n tbs con­

textual approach. The exoei-pta showed that dramatisation 

••• used extensively, partloularl7 ao 1n the biopaphloal 

ael'mons. As a var:lat7 dov:lae, 11aoartne7 al■o apok• 1D tm 

t11'at pel'son. He restated libat the people had ■aid_ oze 

addressed the Bibl:loal abaraoter m a per■on&l, S.ntlll&te 

DIIID1181'e 
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In a sermon on iwlae,38the P1tt■bUPgh preacher apeaka 

of a dream ne had ot heaven, much 1n the at,le ot the 

Apostle John, where he saw the twelve toun4at1on atone■ of 

the wall o:r the new Jerusalem. One apostle' a name ••• im­

printed on each stone. But one nam.e waa mS.ea1ng. Prom 

this junctUl"e point,. the pNaaher devaJope4 the story or 

. 
., . . . 

Some seven or the twenty axordlwaa uaecl 1lluatl'at1ona 

to illumine the tl'Uth-111d a■ an intel'eat arau.•••• 

· The t.op:!.oal or book title approaah wa■ uaecl 1n bl'ift&• 

1ng out the salient points tw a dlacu■a1on on death 11114 

hope. Macartney ratera to a stol'J told b7 Ivan !uiigann 1n 

his great book, Father~ and !!m!.•39 

The historical illuatNtion halped to olart.r, the exOJI• · 

dlum ot one· sel'mon b7 ret'en1ng to a lettel' 11'1'1tten b7 

Pliny the Younger to Bmporor Tzta,1 a. 

The field ot lll't ient ltselt well t'or the 4:laouaalon on 

Pontius Pilate •. 40 !he preaoher 4aaor1bea with uaot:lng de­

tail Kunkaso7ia palnting _ot the aout ot Pontius Pilate~ 

He daacrlbes the taoea or 1ll&IQ' 111Dgling 1n the court 11114 tihe 

one .taoe ot Pilate. !l'l18 S:Uuatration paints .bbt truth ot 

l8-aaartne7, Gi-eat Bight• B£ ii!! Bible, PP• 8S-88 • 

39Kaoazatne7, '!'he' b~ate•t~~ Qdeatf.991 st. tbe BQl• D st 
Lif!J.- P• 209. . 

4<>!b1d•• PP• 4Jl.-lt$• 
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the a~on• Whe.1; 'Shall I Do filth Je11W1. 

Another spr1ngboarc1 t ·ol" an uorcUua la ottered b7 an 

illustration from modern llte. 'l'ho a11'11nea wlth their 

beams to direct planes C(?mlng ln to the field.a open• tha 

interest on a discourse on aonaclenoe.41 

'l'he great problem ot lite a.a presented. b7 the text waa 

the burden of tm> ot tm aample amrdlwaa. !ha cleTlae 

seeks to create the real1zatlon of the pl'Oblem not cml.7 111 

the wide world, but 1nd1v1dual.17 ·tor the:· 11at,nel'e 

4iu acartney, 'l'he Oreateat 'raxta ot: tbo Bible·, P• s1. 

• •I 
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THE SERl40BIO OORCLVSIOR 

. - . 
It ls the contention ot Dr. Blaokwood that • •• • oompea-

t1vely few aeom to appra~-late the 1mportanae ot the aonolu­

■1on.11l It 1s common knowledge that the ael'lllOn at aometlu 

Ol' another niust come :to an and. Yet thtµte ue 1DanJ' preaoh­

era who by their evident attitude out otf the final part of 
the sermon by appending an attar thought · to an oth•n1■• 

well outlined sermon. Or the pulplteer r•~lea on ~o a . 

sleepy, lethaz-gio, and til'ed out aucU~o•• 

In the eyes of the homilet1o1ana anc1 speech or1t1oa, 

the conolus1on ls an 1DtegJ9aI part of the entire sermon. 
' 

Broadus 1s V8X7 plain 1n stating, •'llbetor1oallr• payohologi-

Oal.17 ~ and ap1r1 tuall7 the oono1ua1on la nu:t to tba 1ntr.o• 

4uotlon the moat v:ltal part of the ■U'lllon.•2 Great oare an4 

planning must go 1n~o the peroration aa lt brlnga the aeracm 

1Andl"ew Watterson Blaoklrood• 111! Pr9aratl°f .~ !HEM 
flew ~ol'k: Ab1ngdon-OokeabUl'J' Presa-, i9j, p.-61'; 

2John A. Broadus, ,9a lhe Prer•• .QCI l:Haft Qt 
S§l!mona (Jrev1aed ed1t1onJ ew fareF"I' 8

• 

DJij¢); P• 123• . 

j 
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to a oonvon1ent and wall <htawn halt. 

'l'ha approach and content ot the oonolualon depend■ 

largel7 on the purpose whioh that poup ot aentenoe1 deail'e■ 

to aaoomplish. 

':he pur:;;,osct of the perOl'at1on 1n the aeMon 1■ to 

gather various statements 1n ol'd.er to bring them to bear 1n 

their .mited tozwoe upon the beare. !h1a oumulat1ve toroe 

ls used to produce a permanent improaa1on on the 11ataner. 

It is the object tart~ of the peroration to oompre■■ 

into a small space the lll'gumenta the oaae present• that the7 

ma7 be viewed collectively. The proacher as it were dr1Te■ 

the sermon nail in, and the peroration ol1nohea the entire 

sermon. 

However, it is nsoctsaar1 1n the acmclua1on to motivate 

the audience to action. 'lo tantalile 8Dcl stimulate the in• 

tellaot alone would leave an Saportant .teatva out ot the 

total purpose. The Word ot God la preaoha4 ,not OD17 for 

the gathering ot B1bl1cal knolfledge, but prlmaril7 to move 

the he&l't of the hellNl'e Pil'at and tOl'•o•t the pupo■• o.t 

the conclusion is to tie together tho thl'eacl■ ot the ■er-. 

mon 1n order to motivate the oongl'agatlon to 4eo1■1on ancl 

action 1n the matters cl1aoua1ad. 

~he o~it1ea ot apeeoh azre ot the ■ame oplnlcm. Mom,oe 

1n ■paald .• "lg of the :;ti'inO lpal tunot1on ot anJ' •thod ot 01°•• 
lng • apeeoh a~711, • ••• tooua 'the thought and tNllDS of the 


