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CHAPIER I
IKTRODUCTION

;J.‘his study ondeavors %o determine whether the introduce
tions and conclusions of C. EZ. Hacartney's sermons meet the
standards of purpose, of varlety, of style, of peculiar
characteristics as lald down by reputable homileticiens snd
speech critics. By the standard of purpose we mean what
the homileticians and spesch critics prescribe as the aim
and intent of the introduction and conclusion to any sermon
or speech. %e understand by varlety the numbsr of different
approaches made to the audience to avold monotony in the
exordiums and peroraticis used Sunday after Sunday. In the
discussion of style, we endeavored to ascertain which dic-
tion, phraseology, and sentence structure is most spplicable
to the introductions and conclusions of sermonic materiale
And finally, by peculiar characteristics we mean the traits,
qualities, and attributes psouliar to those parts of a total
sermon, the introdustion and the conolusion, with specisl
reference to their respective lengths and relation to the
body of the sermon.
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'The research uncovered the why, the how, and the what
of the exordiums and perorations of the contemporary preach-
er of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in the 1ight of accepted
principles propounded by homileticians and speech critics
of anclent and modern day fame. In this 1light an attempt
was made to discover the particular strong and weak points
of Macartney in these areas of study.

The scope of the study was narrowed down by the fol=-
lowing considerationss '

The samples of introductions and conclusions were
talten from sermon books of O. B. Kacartuey, dated 1943,
1947, 1948, and 1949. Thus the excerpts are representative
of the current pulpit work being done by Dr. Hacartney.

The representative excerpts are of a contemporary nature
and worthwhile for an appreciation of the current homileti-
cal scene. This study is at one and the same time an analy-
8is of one man's technique and an example of what type of
preaching is being carried on in our immediate civilization.

Iwenty sermons were chosen for research purposes. Thir-
teen of the sermons were bilographical and centered about one
Biblical character and the lessons he taught about Gode
Five of the sermons dwelled on the doctrinal themes of Justi-
floation, sin, death, and God. The remaining two sermons
dealt with ethical ,ooneépts. that of conscience and the
love of the Ghristian. |
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To the knowledge of the researcher no specific work in
this area has becen done on O, E. Hacartney's sermons. Var=
ious biographies of ilacartney have incidentally mentioned
and briefly commented on the approach the preacher makes to
his audiencas.

In est ablishing a basis and standard for analysis ond
criticism, an effort was made to cull all related material
from basic homiletical sources. Particular attention was
given to those homiletlclans whose texts werse contemporan-
eous with ilacartney's stuz_ient days. In a questionnaire
sent to Dr. Hacartney, Dr. David Burrell of tho liarble
Collegiate Church in New York was said to have held homileti=-
cal lectures st Princeton Theological Seminary in Macartney's
senior year. iodern day homiletical principles, especially
those of Dr. Andrew W. Blackwood, were also consulted.

Principles of speech and speech criticlam were studied
also to establish a more concrete criterion of judgment.
The sources went back to Aristotle, Cicero, and Quintilian.
The balance of the-speech works consulted were dated no
earlier than 19)3. |

A questicnnaire was sent to Dr. Macartney to gather
background for the study. The questionnaire served to de=
scribe the proaching situation at First Presbyterian Church

in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, as the preacher under study

sees it Sunday after Sunday. Furthermore, the questionnaire :
' habits

desired and received information on the homiletical
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of Dr. HMacartney. The guestlonnaire is found in the
appendix.

Two devices were used to analyze the excerpts from the
ﬁacartney sermon books. The individual passage was studied
in the light of the accepted theary. In the second proced-
ure the background of the theory was bullt, on which stage
the samples were reviewed and analyszed. 7

In the entire research attention was given to the es=-
sential elementa of every speech situation as 1t was out-
lined by Thonssen, "Every situation in which a speaker: per=
forme Involves, therefore, at least three esse-ntial elementas
the communicator or speaker, the medium of expression, and

the recipient of the messaga."}

ly,. Thonssen and A. C. Craig, Speech Criticism (HNew
York: The Honald Proess Company, 19i8); P.




CHAPTER IX
THE SHERIONIC IWDRODUCTION

The Introductlon or preface 1a an integral part of
overy event of life. There is in 2ll human events & pro=
cess in progras.:a'ion of slowly becoming to that which 1s.
One does not do an accepteble plecs of work in any fleld
of endeoavor without o meticulous planning in preparation
for the task. Tho preacher is no exception in his field
of endeavor as 2 wouthpleco of God to people. His is the
charge to teach the children of God In all fearlessness and
woekness. His ministry from the pulpit is in no uncertain
terms & service. He sings with, prays with, and speaks tq
hunan beings who assembls in God's house to hear His Word. _

It is the objoct of the preacher to find a common
ground of understanding between himself and the hearers As

the preface to a book lays the foundation for a mutual under=

standing, so the introduction prepares a common ground of
understanding for the sermon. The preacher's prime purpose
18 to eatablish contact between the pulplt and the pew, o
transmit the Word for interaction purposes betweon pastor
and the people. The introduction affords the opportunity
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for such contacte In this respsct the exordium is the por-

tico to the bullding, the porch onto which ons steps to
enter the houss propsre

Ko symphony concert begins until the instruments of
the orchestra ars carefully tuned. In & similar fashion no
sermon begins until ths h2arers have been tuned up intel-
lectuslly and emotionally by the introduction. The hearer
as well as ths preacher must be keysd to the particular note
which is to preda:-.mnte_ in the balance of the sormon.

The devices for attaining these purposes of the intro-
duction wore 1aid dovm by Cicero and repeated by Quintilian
in the mandatum,"reddors auditorss attentos, benevolos,
dosilos.” Thess diatinetions Cisero deow from ths master in
the field of speoch development and eriticism, Aristotle.
This time honored mandatum is 8%ill the baslc consideratlon
in defining tho purpess of the exordiume .

To gain the attention of tho hearers is & primary inter-
o8t of the preachor. The pecple heve come to hear words of

great importance. Thole attention is to be ceptured to ful-

111 the purposes of their presence. lHonroe states;"seseln
the beginning, gaining attention is your main task."l
This attentlion is gotten by arresting the interest of

the hearer. The 1istenor brings with him @ natural ouriosi

1p1an H, Honros Princi%aa and Mislmﬁ .S.P%ﬁ
(Chicago: Scott, Foresman ompany, s PAIED0S
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ty. And that curloalty must bo utilized to open the ilmagie
nation and the thlnking of the heaper, It 18 ths desirs of
the preacher to transmit thought patterns and through the
introduction to assaist his audience to foous its attention
on the subject at hand. It may be necessary to transform-
their thought process from a negative or neutral state to
a more lively interost. In some ina%ances the ‘audience is
not neceasarily hostile to the truth but careless in its
attitude toward it. A lively, interest packed introduction
draws the listener out of his lethargy. ;

To transform e normel interast into an ea'rneat desire
to hear, the interest might be quickoned by a bright illu=
stration, a2 suggestive remark, or a striking principle.
The aim in such an approach as Broadus states is "to exsclte
not merely an intellectual interest, biut as far as possible
at the outaet, a spiritusl and practical interest.sss"2
The preacher;s message is of a spiritual nature. Yet he
does not propound the truth in a nebulous cloud, but he de=-
sires the people to eat and to digeat ths truth for growth
in Christian 11fe. The hearer has not seated himself before
the pulpit to gather knowledge. He may go other placee for
such information, His object 1s to transfer the truth into
an applicable principle for his life situation,

aﬂ'ohn A. Broadus, On the Pre aration 3£
Sermona (Revised Edition; Tor"E Harpe Eé %

@ p! 102;

PRITZLATF MEMORIAL LIBRARS
. CON”\}B“J:'K GEMINARY
sT. LOUIS, MO.
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Far this reason 1t 1s imperative to arrest and insure
attentlon to the text and the subject of the discourse. All
other extraneous wmatters at that moment muat be blocked out.
All the attention tho hearer can muster must be concentrated
on the dissection of the text and the elaboration of the
discourse. Without such attention from the begimning, the
bridge from the pulplt to the pew 1s broken down. HNo trans-
for of thought passes across the chasm.

An wninteresting introduction destroys that attention
and alertness. One homileticlan contends, "Dullness in the
exordium 1s 1ike a lullaby at the trundle-bed."3 The hear-
er has been lulled to sleep. He occupiles space, but the
message pesses by wmoticed. The introduction has done but -
one thing. It has closed the door for further communication.

Simultaneously with geining the Intereat and attention
of the audience, the preacher must gain the good will of the
hearer. It is the object of the speaker to get the listen=-
er in the sams place with himself. Through the opening
words he attempts to attune the hearer's mind in harmony
with the subject.

This harmony is defined in the word "rapport.”

Through this medium of the meeting of the two minds, the
preacher geains the confidence of the people gathered before

' 3pavid Jemes Burrell, The Sermon, Its Jonstruction snd
eliv (New Yorks "lﬂlemin.s He ﬁe-vofi éﬁpmy. Eﬂi.
Pe »
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him. The speaker will induce them to lilsten to the impor-
tant dessage he has to share. Henry Ward Beeg s that
firapport” is a part of the intuition of the true preacher
to know how to get at umen.

The exordium thorsfore directs itself to the emotions.
Cicero bears out experience when he stated that men decide
morse problems by hate or love, or sorrow, or joy, or feoar,
or some other inward omoticn than by authority or any legal
standard or judiciasl precedent. The praaohex; ‘takes note of
that fact and by his introduction he stimulates those emo-
tions to gear the audlence for the material to come. The
great preacher Horton emphasizes this fact, "If the congre=-
gation is prepared, the sermon may immedlately plunge in

las res; but if not, the minds of the hearers mast be
£irat wooedssee™?

Yot tho swaying of emotions is only & means to an end.
To excite the emotions for their own sake develops only the
shell and nothing more, The emotions key the hearer for a
definite purpose in the spesch situation. It is the aim of
the pulpiteer to wove the omotions as a persuasive mesns %o
a corresponding course of action. It 1s mot the purpese of
the speaker of God to give the sudlence a cathartic release,

lisatse11 Barret Baxter, The _ﬁ&_ﬁ.{
(Rew Yorks The Raemillan Company, s Po

sn.xm. Bpe c’-f-.. p. 257'
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but to lead them %o & declsion and to an astion on the basis
of conviction.

These twe baslc considerations of gaining attention

-and securding zood will on tho part of the speaker are para=-

mount considerations. Bubt these two principles of approasch
and purpose are useless, If the winds are not led naturally
into the discoursse.

Po this ond Cicerc added the "dosiles." The sermonic
material may be vory cogent to the preacher as-he begins to
speak; but the hearer®s mind may be far from =‘l:ha point of
contact with the Word, The introductlon offers the 'naou-
sary opportunity for the audience to condition itselfl to_
the particulsr point of intorest as the spesker sees it.

The exordlum 1n this capacity prepares for the under=
astanding of truth. In doing so, it presents the prel;ninlrr
information necessary for the cozmprehension of the disser-
tation to follow. The scopo of tho subject matter is nar-
rowed down. The introduction telescopes the larger area of
the text down to the smaller theme at hand. Aristotle
speaking on this matter of understending "shows that the
Tirst function of the exordium is to put the hearers in &
position to understand; its second to win their syapathy.®

Specifically the introduction should guide the hesres

6Ghar‘.las Sears Bal&w:l.n, éme_l_!% %ﬂﬂgﬁm
(Wew: York: The Macmillan Gompany, 192l)s Pe 7
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into the right groove; to the right end. The preparation
in this sense means that ths listener is conditioned to
agree with the sentimonts of the discourse. The servant
of God wicghes %o leud hls flock onto the pastures of the
Word. The flock must lmow why thoy are to follow any far-
ther than ths opening words., It may be necessary-to glve
the beckground of tho texte. The text may call for an ex-
planation of the difflcult, archalc vocabulary or phmasing.
The pastor in the pulplt must nake every effort to make the
topic of the hour the most lmportant wessage of tho deye.

"Every hearer who dissents from you has a Bastille
open for you in his owmn mind. Once get your though_t lodged
thers, and no 'reign of terror! can set it loose lga'in-.""
The listener who disegrees with the opening sentiments of
the preacher and refuses to tune in any longer on the ensu=
ing thoughts cuts off the line of communication from pew to
pulpit. The speaker has given the indication that he does
not desire to lesd. Iis approach has a negative resstion in
the hearer, and he has defeated the very purpose for which
he has prepared his ontire mesaage.

Phe classic example of a right preparation in the

Soriptures 1z the approach of Hathan to David,® David had

Charles Seribnerst! Sons,

Taustin ?h aching (New Yorks
Phelps, The Theory of Preadiling
E s Do .. :
82 Samue1 12:1-5. g
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to be reprimended for his sin., His soul had to be re-
claimed. HNethan carefully bullt the porch to the building.
In this case he used a parable. David was in agreement
with tho sentiments &nd argument of the prophet. "Rapport”
hed been establishsd bstween tho prophet and his audience.
The preparation in the introduction was sdequate for a fur-
ther presentation of God's case against David and themibe
sequent comfort to follow,

The very ordinery congregétion of modern worshippers
prosents numboerless states cnd conditions and reguiremonts
to challsngs the preacherts ingenuity of spproachs In this
realization ke must be aware of the purposes of hils exor-
diums and lmow how best to accomplish these purposes on the
basies of the principle, "reddere auditores attontos, -
benevolos, dociles.”

In the introducticn to the sermon, "Lord Is It I,%?

 Dr. liacartnoy shows en understanding of the purpose of the

exordium., Preparastion of the mind is carried out. !'iluk-
ground is given to ths theme of the sermon. The exordium in
& logical progression describes the background of the
Passover meal celebrated by Jesus and His doac-ilﬂ-"' Atten~
tion 1s focused on the meaning of the Passover for the
People of God when 1t was instituted in Egypte The intro=

}Clarence Edward Macertnoy, The Greatest of
tha ngla and of Lifs (New !ori:‘?bmﬁﬁ%'ﬂﬁg

TS
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duction brings forward tho setting of the upper room where
the question, the theme of the scrwon is stated. The audie
ence!s attention 1s drawn to the men who put the query to
the Lorde In such a manner the hoarors are helped to appre-
clate the preachor's main object of the discourse - a dig-
cussion on sclf examination.

The epproach of ths sermon on David, "Is the Young Man
Sare?,“lo is made to the cmotlons. The preacher presents a
vivid Gramatization of anxious David, deeply converned with
the safety of his son. The total.impact of tho exordium is
made on the cmotions of the observer of this scene. The ine
terest displaysd in the description of David is absorbing.
There 1s a definite preparation of the minda of fathers and

mothers in the audience for the seracn on the perils ot :
youth today. :
The attention ic riveted on two short Biblo passages
in the introduction to the sermon, "It Is Finished."}l The
short exordium i1s roplete with interest seeking passages,
for -examp]_ag
*It is Tinished.' That is the greatest proclﬁlﬂtiﬂﬂ
ever made to men. Yot it did not seem sSo when 1t

was spolen. Just 2 dorided, mocked, bleeding, dying
men.- Who carss what he has finished? And who cares

101b3d., pp. 91-95.

g3 arence Edward Hacartney, Ihe Gl'utllt Z ﬂ
Mﬁmm York: Abingdon-cokesbury. _ﬁ'
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what his lpst ory is? Yet ‘the world has never for-
gotten it.

Hote the use of tho adjectives. They are interest
arousing words. The indolent mind is awakened to the chale
lenge of that men called Jesuzs. The form of the question
requests an answer from the hearera. They are engaged
quickly to follow this Josus and His words.

Baslc to creating intorest, good will, and preparing
to lead into the discussion of the serwon is the medium
used to bring pastor and people together. The preacher is
dependent upon words to bring the hearer into sympathy with
the Word. The word patterns are the only means of transe
mission. The choice of his words and the composition of
sentences make ﬁha difference between the preacher who
rambles on and the proachor who holds the audience in rapt
attei:tion. The strle of the preachermmust receive much aare
88 he prepares the introduction.

The style of the sormomic introduction is marked by
slmplicity. Particularly is this the case in the opening
sentence. The iInitial flow of words conta!.ni the first im-
Pression made on the hearer, snd thecopening sentence ought
to charm and attract him. |

Abstruse trains of thought destroy the simplicity of
the exordium, The sermon was not mads for the prescher

RM.' De 1208.
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The sermon was designed, planned, buillt, and completed for
the sake of the hearer. %The pastor is asked to speak the
Word, not to confound it with difficult and profound teras.
m.th‘ obscure language the communication lines are clogzed,
and the messago does not como through clearly. Confusion
of terminology or sentenco structure have no part in the
sermon and much less so at the beginning when the first
impression is being made.

Siwplicity is furthermore sacrificed by a prolonged
argumentation in the exordium. The 'argumentauon, if any,
is reserved for the body of the discomi. The introduction
does not propose to contain the whole sermon but only leads
from the text to tho theme. The introduction is not the
bullding but the portico of '.lt, Through such argumentation
the attention is broken down and in the preparation the
preacher has anticipated too much of the actusl &;aoourso.
In 1ine with these thoughts Quintilian agrees, "The style of
the e@nrdium,..should rather soem simple and unpremeditated,
while neither our words nor owr locks should promise too
much,"13 :

An elaborate style breaks down sillplic“! by drawing
attention to itself instead of boing a means to convey the
thought intended.

H. E. Butler (New York: O. F. Putnam's Sona)s II, 39

139he Institutio Oratorie of Quintilian, translated by

5 s
]
-_——j
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"No part of the di'scourno...needs @8 much exactness,
or as much addroas, as the exordim...."ul- The words flow=
ing from the pulplt nust glve the impreasion of a clipper
ship ocutting the waves. This impression 1s oreated in a
conclseness, a brevity of sentence structure. As the ex-
cerpt further down will illustrate, Hacartney attains
this sharpness of diction in his descriptions by a use of
conorete adjectives. Theo st_yle thues is left clear and un-
cluttered.

The Illustretion is used effectively to produce clari-
ty. Blackwood*Svoices the common opinion that Macartney ex-
cols in the use of the illustration. His technique of illu=-
stration follows the accepted rule, nemely, an illustration
is placed rirst in order, followed by an explanation or an
analogy of the truth.

In the sermon on Stephen, Macartney refers to & famous
Rembrandt self-portreit painting. From this illustration he
spegks of Stephen's 1ife as & masterplece. And in the des=
oription of Stephen's face leadas the hearer to the themes

nln. Vinet, Homiletics (New Yorks Ivison & Phinney,
1866), p. 307,

15Andrw Watterson blackwood, %r_%&!lf %{-
Reconstruction (Great Nack, New Yorks P »

lpt L]
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"Stephen - The ifan ¥no.Looked Like An An501."16

Directness 1s Indlcative of a good preaching style in
the introduction. The exordium leads quickly to the point
of the thome. The progreasion of thought should have the
quality of rapidlty. One homiletician lays stress on this
fact, "Diresctness of approach requires as great rapidity of
progress as the nature of the subject will permit."t! A
study on Fosdick's introductionsl8showed that the great
preacher produced a climax of directness by placing the
strongest ldeeas last. The exordium increased in its vivid-
ness as it progressecd.

In each of the introductions analysed lacartney uses
meany approaches In variety. Yet the directness, the rapid
progression of thought is always evident.

The quelity of descriptive language is helpful ‘to any
good style, & good description eitheriin narration or drams-
tization 1s a truth peinted. "Almost anybody will look at &
painting of thet which nobody would listen to, if dronsd in
the ear. Nobody is uninterested in an illustrated news=

161 arence Edward Macartn Phe Wisest Fool and
Men of the Bible (New Yorks  Abingdon-Cokesbury Fress, 1949)s
PP. 132-133;

17Ph01p8, OB« Eit" Pe zhs'

18 n And,l{l of the
Gilbert Stillmen MacVaugh, "Structural .
Sermons by Dr. Herry Emerson Fosdick," MM

of Speach, XVIII (November, 1932), 5314}%!

-
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peper. The eye 1z tho lons; tho ear the drum. The eye
megnifies; the ear only echoes."l9

Dramatizations ald the hearer to put himself into the

subject at hand. The dramatization of ideas makes an other-

wise cold story live as it is roenacted by the preacher. And = _

the suggestive quality accompanies the narrative form of ex=
ordium. This approach allows the listener to quicken his
mind and cwotions to the anciont Biblical characters as he
follows the life pattorns of these men,

A Tinal guallty of style basic to the myroductl.on is
unity. This quality Includes all which is essential to the
oneness of impression on the listener. Unity does not, how=

ever, exclude a diversity of material in the exordium, but

it does demand that all uaterials be subordinate to one main °

idesa. ;

Hacartney's introduction to the discourse on Poter20
bears the marks of a style which is simple, exact, clear,
direct, descriptive, and 2 style which is unified.

The exordium plecing the audience in the Garden of
Gethsemane is very dramatic. The people are requested to
watoch Peter. The simplicity is shown in such phrases ass
"It 18 the sound of sobbing. It is the volce of a mn 01‘1"

19?1‘01!!8, on. cito' Pe 259.

20 s of the Bible
Clarence Edward flacartney, Great —Tﬁ;‘&
(New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury P!'-‘Oﬂn 19
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ing :

The clarity is woll defined throughout this exordium,
In order to keep the atyle clean and clear cut, the preacher
uses no florid adjectives in the description. The progres-
sion of thought reaches a climax by placing the strongest
ideas near the closs of the exordium. OClarity is also at-
tained by placing questions directly to Peter. "What was
it, Peter, that brought you to this place? Was 1t because
you felt that the only place where you could express your
grief was where your Lord entered into his agonﬂ"aa

!.!acartn-cy domonstrates his forte in the dramatization
of Peter. The descriptive style displayed hes emotional
value which carries the hearer with a suggestive tone to
hear more.

There 1s also a diversity of material utilized in this
exordium. The Garden of Gothsemene is described. Peter 1s
the central object of obaservation. The questions are all
pointed at Peter in a very personal way, And the preacher
reaches the climex in the words; "...we are to lot Peter
Preach to us, that he' may both warn us and encourage us,
and-tell us of the marvelous forgiving love of Ghﬂaﬁa'z’

alx—u.@-.!a - 2% .70--

az-u&cartney, Great Nights of the Bible, ps T1.

3Ib14., p. 72.

.
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Yet with this great veristy of material, the preacher main-
tains a unity, 2 onencss of lmpression.

In the study of the introduction one notes certain
characteristics which are peculiar to tho introductions of
sermonste.

In the first place tho exordium should sult one sub-
ject. Tho oxordium is but the porch to the building. And
2 porch to a porch in the form of two or thres subjects
leading to cne discourse is undesirable and misleading.
There should be & unity within the structure of the opening

words, becauss scattersed ideas which are disjointed from
the one central core thought carry no one lasting impression.
The words of the exordium are pointing ashead, aiming toward

2 greabter elaboration of thought. Dr. unzllwould suggest
that the exordium telze aim and head straight for it, for the

opening remarks do not aim to give instruction separate and
aside from the actusl body of discussion. The VG!‘!'?W”
of the introduction as previously outlined rules oub such &
procedurs,

A second characteristic suggested is that the exordium
have a vital rolation to the theme of the sermon, If-a toxt.
18 used, the exordium must be fitting to that text to main-

z"‘“- Rou, Homilstles (Chicagos Wartburg Publishing
House, 1922), pe §90.
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tain a harmony with the theme. The introduction is the
bridge from the text To the theme and should load naturally
from Scripturc Lo the theme of the message.

Of very groat lumportance is tho reletion of the exor-
dium to the body of the sermon. The introduction is inti-
mately connaected with the body as a flowor is rattnchﬁd te-
the stem. However, as previously stated the oxordium is
but & means to an end as it forms a transition from the
text to the major portion of the ssrmen. The transitional
charactcr and nature of the iantroduction is well handled by
Macartney. lany of his exordiums havc a transitional sen=
tonce which iz in the form of & question. For instance, in .
the sermon on death and hopes

And then Turgenev askss :

Can it be that their prayers, their tears are
fruitless? Cen it boe that love, smcred; devoted lova,
is not all powerful? Ob, no; however passionate sin-
ning and rebellious the heart hidden in the tomb, the
flowers growing over it peep serenely at us with thelr
innocent syes. They tell us not of. the ateornal peace
alone, of that great peace of indifferent nature; they

tell us, too, of eternal reconciliation and of 1ife

without end : e
A beautif:;l tribute, that, to a father's and mother's

love for a son who had passed into the unseen, and a
noble oxpression of the hope of eternal reconciliation
and of 1ife without end. But upon what is that hope
based?e :

From this point of the question, the body begins by glving

three anaswers to that ' question.

25Macartney, The Grestest Questions of the 3ible 2nd
of Life, p. 209.
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By tho use of the question, lacartney pointed up ;the
particular interest center he wished to impress on the
minds befors him. Thus the introduction is drawn as
Gicaroaéauggests from the heart of the case. It brings for-
ward the interest center upon which the audience 18 to cone
centrate.

The majority agree that the introduction should ba.
brief. Pattison proposes, "In your introduction take the
thome by one hand and the audience by the other, make them
acquainted, and then drop the hands, and get to work as
soon as posaible.,"2T In making two people acquainted the
exchange of names is done in a very brief manner. The two
are not concerned in the entire background history of one
a:iothor. Host authorities suggest that the exordium dise
pense with its weight:} business quickly. The people have
not come to hesr the introduction but a sermon.

The study on the structure of Fosdickf's_?emonaze
would sa;v:“tvlnxe- '-lcy.appoa!.te. His sermons al:;owed;: Eﬁaﬁ greater
space is utilized in tho development of the mtroduction.
The important idea 1s expanded in the beginning rather than

26g1cer0, De Oratore, translated by H. W, Sutton
(Cambridge, Massachusetta: Harvard University Press, 1942),

» 439.
2Ty, ttd Making of n
(fhnaﬂ'ﬁlpgﬁ:ooghsahm;ggzn%pﬁiﬁuﬂion :l’;_';%%ﬂoty,
1898). P. 11'.9. ' .
2gGilbert Stillman NaocVeugh, op. Sitep PPe 531l=l5.




23

in the body of the discourse. The approach i1s a psycho=-
logical one. In thls unconventionally long exordium,
Fosdick claims that the audience's patience and energy is
tapped lmmediately. The claim 1s that the farther nmg the
sermon progresses, the more fatigue sets in. Therefore the
stress and the bulk of material is grouped ror.emphu!.a in
the introduction. The most important ideas are placed first
and are then further expanded in the exordium, :

Thus concentrating and expanding in the introduction,
the audience is not pormitted to reach the point of fatigus.
At the beginning the preacher is able to plunge more deeply

into the details of the subject and to use more finesse when:

the hearer's mind is fresh and receptive.

Macartney's sermon introductions showed examples of the
lengthy exordium. Out of the twenty sermons, fourteenZJof
the introductions were composed of five paragraphs or more.
Pwo30of the openings exceeded fourteen parsgraphs. In these
cases the paragraphs were of varying lengths. One notes
that the lenzthy introductions were brought about by long

29Maoartney, The Grentesg Questions of the Bible and

of ” ~
et ﬂguéegs'emt Nights of the Bible, Ppe 53-59

0= - ..'2’66—
Tees Hzeggtnig;’ The Wisest Fool and Other Men of the Bible,

'pp! 32-37: 99-102,

lacartney, The areatest Texts Texts of the Bible, PP- 57-58,
97-100, 160-162, 1T1i-1

Bj . 53-59
Oyasirne, o Bt o 29 3030 2l e

PP. 32-37,
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narrations. The preacher went into a very detalled descrip-
tion of the background events of the texte liuch of the
desoription centerasd around the Biblical characters par=
ticipating in these scenes,

There were twollor three introductions which exhibited
& developed skill with the short introduction. In these -
exordiums the pertinent facts are stated and dispensed with
in short order. The preparation of the audience 1s dis-
patched ei'fectively but with a noticeable haste.

The forms and molds in which the above meritioned
qualities of style and peculiar ohnrautor.tstiél are couched
should be varied. In taking a sermon anthology, one will
soon raecognize that the varlety of types are many. And it
is the job of sach exordium to seek a new avenue of
approach to the hearer. BEach of these types smong many
wmust fulfill the task of gaining the attention and foousing
that attention on the truth at hand.

The guideline for the analysis of the types and varie-
ties of introduotions will be those listed by Dr. Blackwood.32

In his enumsration, he 1lists twelve so called "sermn gates" 33

3l4acartney, The Greatest Questions of the Bible and
of Life, pp. hlp-ﬂg"l'ﬂ‘)rﬁﬁ- : X

Baandrew Watterson Blackwood, The Prepara 1on’2_§
Sermons - (New Yorks Abingdon-Cokesbury Fress, »

33.;..‘.’.&9.0 s Pe 113,
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to be used in varying the introductions used from week to
week., He lists the following with thess connotations
attached to eachs 1) The textual, that is the direct
quotation of the text or parts of them as a jumping off
point for the sermon; 2) The contextual, the device which
draws its material from the historical setting of the text
as well as tho extenuating clrcumstences attending the im=

mediate text at hand; 3) The dramatic description, which

drews 1ts power from the fact that the prescher saw the
places mentioned in the text and dramatiges them to create
more of & concrete impression in the mind of the hearer, to
form o living background for ensulng remarks) L) The topi= °
cal approach, made famous by Fosdick, draws its luster by
showing that a current plece of literature uses a similar
plot as the text cited; 5) The problem, & technique vibrant
with human interest, with the challenge laid open to listen~
ery 6) The direct statement of purpose, in which epproach
the sermonizer throws his case to the hearer in a simple
fashiony 7) The striking quotation, that is, using a
famous or well known word or phrase which catches the inter-
est lmmodiately; 8) The illustration, a sensational form of
catching interest by the medium of the story or anecdote}

9) The news ltem or cartoon, the method of putting to use
the "motion picture mind"3lUof the hearer; 10) The ocoasional

3lanarew Watterson Blackwood, op, 8ite, P. 118
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introduction, used largely &t timee of dedication, cols-
brations, or amiversery; 11) Ths psychological approach,
used for exauple, by Nathan in spproaching David; 12) The
life sibuation, viiich centers interest in the life or current
event of the laocel scena,

In ell the sermons studied, eighteen of them dlsplayed .
coubinations of variety. The ingredients of the variety
were well utilized In producing the cumulative force of ‘the
oxordium in :l.tsgprograsaion to the body of discussion.

The exordium to the sermon "The lystery of Godliness"35
contains 2 description of tho city of Ephesus, the temple
of Disna, a dramatic narration of men singing words from the
text of the sermon, an illustration, namely, the letter Lrom’
Pliny tho Younger to Bmperor Trajan ebout these singing
Christians, the metaphorical iuport of the words in the
toxt, and a short excursus on the mystery concept of Paul
as found in I Timothy 3.

The enalysis of th.a twonty exordiums showed that ten
out of the twelve seraon gatos of Blackwood were used. The
only two bypes not represented were ths ococasional fora snd
the news item or cartoon.

tincarsney drew on thres sources for his varieties.

Sach pattern of npprdach stemmed from either the context,

jgHacariney, The Greatest Texts of the ;b:l.e,
PP- 171-17h. : :
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or from the actual theme of the discussion, or rpon.tho
text propers. ' :

In the breakdown study of the sources for the
Macartney exordium, eloven360f the twenty were taken from
the context. It was intereating to note in this oohneotlon
that not all of the contextual flavored exordiums were from
the biographical sermons, Seven3Tof the twenty exordiums
sprang directly rro.m the theme itself as it suggested an
opening to the hearers. And finally two of the twenty
dwelt largely on the texts themselves. :

The majority of the introductions used the narrative
and the descriptive techniques, as they a_ppured in the con=-
textual approach. The excerpts showed that dramatization
was used extensively, particularly so in the biographical
sermons. As a variety dovice, Macartney also spoke in the
first person. He restated what the people had said or
addressed the Biblical charaoter in a perscnal, intimate

manner,

36yagartney, The Greatest Questions of the Bible and of

Life, pp. ! ,
:5 pglcﬁiﬁi: Great Nights of the Bible, PP. 53, 70, 85,
1 ~ e s
i 19;a°artner. The Wisest Fool and Other Men of the Bible,
PP. 32, 99, 132,

3Tyacartney, The Greatest Questions of the Bible send of

ey PR iethey, fhe Wisest Fool aad Other Men of the Bible,

::. 69;1&:52;'1;““ The Greatest Texts of the Bible, ppe 5Ts
» 128, .
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In a sermon on Judas,38the Pittsburgh preacher speaks
of a dream he had of heaven, much in the style of the
Apoastle John, whore he saw the twelve foundation stones of
the wall of the new Jerusalem. One apostle's name was ime
printed on each stone. But one name was missing. From
this juncture point, the preacher developed the story of
Judasas '

Some seven of the twenty 6xord!.ums used illustrations
to illumine the truth and as en Interest arouser.

The toplcal or book title spproach was used in bring-
ing out the selient points for a discussion on death and
hope. Macartney refers to a story told by Ivan Turgenev in
his great book, Fathers and Sons.3?

The historical illustration helped to clarify the exor-
dium of one sermon by veferring to a letter written by
Pliny the Younger to Emporor Trajan.

The Tield of art lent itself well for the discussion on
Pontius Pilata.’-l'o The preacher describes with exacting de-
tail Munkascy's painting of the court of Pontlus Pilate.

He describes the faces of many mingling in the court and the
one face of Pilate; The illustration paints the truth of

38yacartney, Great ﬁ;ggts of the Bible, PP. 85-88,

39Macartney, The Greatest:Questions of the Bible and of
Life, p. 209. T o

M;I.E!g;‘l ppe =45
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the sermon, Vhet Shall I Do With Jesus,.

: Another springboard for an exordium is offered by an
illustration from modern life. The airlines with their
beams to direct planes coming in to the fislds opens the
interest on a discourse on conaeienee.hl

The great problem of life as presonted by the text was
the burden of two of the sample éxordiuma. The device
seeks to create the realization of the problem not only in
the wide world, but individually for the:listener.

hl&:acartney, The Greatest Texts of tho Bible, DPs 57e
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CHAPTER III
THE SERMONIC CONCLUSION

It 1s the contention of Dr. Blackwood that ",,.compara=-
tively few secm to appreciate the importance of the conclu=
sion."l It 13 common knowledge that the sermon at sometime
or another must come to an end. Yet there are meny preach~
era who by their evident attitude cut off the final part of
the sermon by appending an after thought to an otherwise
well outlined sermon. Or the pulpiteer rambles on to a
8leepy, letharglc, and tired out audience.

In the eyes of the homileticians and speech critics,
the conclusion is an integral part of the entire sermon.
Broadus is very plain in stating, "Fhetorically, psychologl=
cally, and spiritually the conclusion 1s ne'xt to the intro-
duction the most vital part of the germon."2 Great care and
Planning must go into the peroration as it brings the sermon

Ypndrew Wetterson Blaokwood, The Preparation 6%1_' Sermons
(New Yorks Abingdon-Cokesbhury Preas, Eﬁ, s Pe 102,
2 64 ivery of
John A. Broadus, On the Prepara :
Sermons (Revised editionj New !or% ﬁaﬁ %o

O, . 123,
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to a convenient and well drawn halt,

The approach and content of the conclusion depends
largely on the purpose which that group of sentences desires
to accomplish.

The purposa of tha peroration in the sermon is to
gather various statements in order to bring them to ﬁou' in
their united force upon the hearer. This cumulative force
i1s used to produce a pesrmanent impression on the listener.

It 1s the object further of the peroration to compress
into a small spece the arguments the case presents that they
may be viewed collectively. The proacher as it were drives
the sermon nail in, and the peroration clinches the entire
aermon.

Howover, it is nscessary in the conclusion to motivate
the audience to action. To tentalize and stimulate the in-
tellect alone would leave an lmportant feature out of the
total purpose. The Word of God is presched not only foz
the gathering of Biblical knowledge, but primarily to move
the heart of the hearer. First and foremost the purpose of
the conclusion is to tie together the threads of the ser-.
mon in order to motivate the congregation to decision and
action in the matters discussed. .

The oritics of speech are of the seme opinion. Monroe
in speaking of the principal function of eny method of °?-°"
ing a speech says, "...focus the thought and feoling of the
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audience on the central theme developed in the speech."3

The preacher has not gathered the people to amuse them or
to while awey thelr time. They have come to hear the pre-
clous truths of the Word. And the conclusion not oniy per-
mits them to review the sermon in cepsule form, but they
have the opportunity to see how bhest the action and the de=
cision eprings Ifrom the argumentation of the discoursae.

It is to be the earnest desire and constant care of the
preacher to vary the endings of his sersons to avoid monotony.
The concern of the preacher is to insoribe the message immedl-
ately into the hearts of those before him. If every conclu=
sion ie directed and funneled into the aanie form s_unday after
Sunday, an automatic set of mind will come about in the mind
of the hearer. With the stating of stereotyped, stock
phrases; the preacher signals that the conclusion has coume.
The audience will react simultaneously with those a:l.'gna.].a-

In many cases conclusions lose their effectiveness for that
very reason.

Since ancient times, three types of perorations have
been advocated. The types are the recapitulation, the resume,
and the application.

The recapitulation is the restatement of the main ideas

and arguments with no new forms of phrasing. It is the mere

Chiocagos
3Alan H, Monros, Principles fnd Iipss of Speech (
Scott, Foresman and aompnny. ﬂE?%QP- . i
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statement of a number of points dwelled upon by the speake
er.' The main headings are brought back for a quick review,
This form of concluaion is used as Cicero says, "...that the
recollection may be revlsed; not the speech repeated."ll- It
1s the neat bundle of thought which brings to the surface the
leading thoughts of the 2ermon. At times it 1s well to ine
corporate these hasic tenets in repetition by quoting a
famous man whose words or deeds exhibited the baslc ideas
of the sermon,

The use of the recapltulation, however, does not glve
a way or an outlet for action. It is true that the sermon
may have opened avenues for action. Yet in the recapitula-
tion method of closing, a reiteration and final appeal for
that action is lost. Dr. Blackwood would suggest a remedy
for such a situation when he states, "...if any sermon calls
for a recapitulation, obey that call, and then follow with
something that will lead the hesrer to aot.">

To vary the perorations, the resume may be employed.
In this type there is again a repetition of the main subjects
but thesc ideas are drawn up in a new dress. If one Aenines
to lodge an idea in the minds of the hearers, he must loarn
that art of artistic mepetition, In learning the secret of

Y43onn A, Brosdus, I’rugarugigg and Do 485 of Sermons
(New York: George H. Doran Uompany. ’ P- .

sBlackmmd, op. cite, Pe 165-
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such an approach, one Wwill repeat the Same meterial time
and agaln throughout the sermon and once more in ths consclu=
slon. On each appearance of that particular truth the materie
al will reappear in a new phrasing. This method is the
burning focug in which all rays are concontrated on the
groat thems of the sermon. The resume may appear in a new
argument which presents the evidence in a vivid and unex-
pected formn,

Macartney does this very thing in a resume on thes aser-
mon: "If a Man Die, Shall He Live Again?" After speeking
of the metephors Paul uses for heavsn, the preacher clossst

But most familiar, I suppose, and most precicus to us

all, is the figure of speech employed by our Savior

when he likened this change to that of going homes

'In uy Father's house are,many mansions....Il go to

prepare a place for you.!

The preacher» in this instanco is giving 8 resums of the
entire sermon in the peroration, but he introducea a new
argument or statoment to bring the point home to the hearer.

The preacher is warned never to give the impression.of
rehashing the oft repeated material, Through such carslass
rep'etibion ths force and the beauty of the dlscourse 1tself
18 minimized in their thinking. An lmpression of total dis=
interest in the entire sermon ¢an be reglstered by such need-

: of
601 erence . Bdvard Macartney, The %mk%eﬁ.

e Biblo % of Liife (New Yorks ~Abingdon-Gokes
,. » Pa de
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less repeating of certain phrases. The weak attempt at mak=
ing a resume may draw the attention to the wording of the con-
olusion rather than to its message.

The third type 1s the application. This variety endeave
ors to make the practical lessons live for the hearers. The
lessons for life are specifically stated in 'such an approash.

The claim of the sermon may be in the form of a horta=-
tory appeal. Such a method still deserves 2 place in oﬁ
modern day pulpitse It is the old-fashioned way of bringing
the peroration to a oiose, but is very applicable for a
twentieth century audience, seeking much dl:jeei;. guidance. '

The Grecks and the Romans held this type of appeal as
the 1deal closing for a court case, In their perorations
they would meke & finel hortatory plea to the Judge and the
jury on the case. Huch planning and preparation went into
such appeals, because far reaching consequences were latent
in the decisions of both judge and jury. For this reason
the persuasive commendations were tied together in one last
driving effort to win the case.

The case for the preacher 1la a much more 'mportlnt onsde.
He deals with eternal consequences. The hearers mist hoar
the message, but the sermon in the conolusion cen do much to
add impetus o the carrying out of the lessons propounded.

o make such &n eéxhortation or sppesl effective, 1%

must be specific in nature. Generalities spewn forth in

this spea of the sermon are so much water off & duok's backe
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It 1s a simple matter for the listener to forget the appeal
when the spacific suggestions for service and duty have besen
quickly dismissed by a statement of general duty. The same
effect comss about when areas for service ment!.cmati are out
of the reach or capacity of the hearer, For. example, the
pre&chor waxes enthusiastic on changing the poor school sys-
tem of the county. Yet never once does he delineate the
special areas of the project for the hearer., Huch li.s said
about carrying on world wide missions, but the hearer often
falls to grasp that a world mission éndeavor begins on the
home front in prayer for and in letters to the ‘m:lssionu-i.es,
in financial support, and the like.

Therefore it is exceedingly useful to add hints to the
‘actual doing of the perticular éuty. Thus the application
becomes a personal matter for the hearer. Each individual
listener is obliged to see his personal responsibility in
executing the specific task. The preacher in his perora-
tions will be careful to relate his ideas, if possible, %o
areas of 1ife ocoupations, or life happiness, or to the
building of the Church. Thesae suggestions will be made in
the 1ight of the particular talents which are displayed in
the audience. l

Jonathsn Edwerds is an example of how indirect sppeals
are made in applicstion. Of his presching of dostrine 18

has been said,"...whose doctrine is Qll.appliultlon. and his
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epplication all doctrine 7

In speaking of the blographical and expository sermons,
Hoyi‘,e points out that the practical lessons are rich and
varied, but that the lessons lack the unity neceasary and
the convergence on that specific practical lesson of the
bilography. There 1s a latent danger in drawing practical
applications in any discourse of a blograephical nature. A
few simple platitudes in review of é. Biblical character's
1ife seems %o be the sum and substance of many sermon pers
orations, But if the practical lesson does not converge on
the individual hearar, it has lost its driving force in ths
hearer!s life. The application or lesson of 1ife does not
stem from the point that a mwan of God led such a godly life
many years agoe But it should point out that the same kind
of virtues and strength of personality can be the hearerts
"forte", if he follows the paths of that man of God.

The modern day pulpiteer must be awu'; of the psycho=-
logical aspscts of the percration, It is luperative that he

recognize that each type of peroration has its peculiar psy-

chological directives and qualities. He must lmow which form

striltes his hearers with the greatast effectiveness, and why
th.h effectiveness is attained in one and not in another,

Philadel=

Tz, ttison, the’Sermo
phiaz Tmﬁ“ﬁﬁﬁf-: Bnpt:l.at"ﬁb n on s'o'o'l'oty. Ia » p. 180,
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Quintilian holds that "there are two kinds of perora-
tion; for it may deal either with the facts or with the
emotional aspsct of t!;a. case.,"? In reviewing the facta the
peroration 1s directed to the intellect. The object 1s to
comnend the arguments and discussion of the sermon to the
thoughtful attention of the listener. The thought process
must be in operation to fully grasp the clear meaning of the
message. If the conclusion neglects the attention of the
intellect, the foundation for subsequent action has been de-
stroyeds The listener must be convinced of the truth which
insues from the pulpit, 1f the truth 1s to become & living
motivating force for him,

Inference of the facts presented in the sermon should
be dravm from the subject matter itself. The train of thought
must be kept in tact throughout. Thus the faots reach their
ultimate climax in the peroration, A

Appeals on the other hand are ’addzfesaad and aimed at
the emotions, The hortatory appeal is directed primarily to
the feelings as distinct from the conviction the llstener mey
have. It is the particular task of the appeal to stir the
heart through the emotions. The importance of the matter
being talked ebout must be laid on the feelings of the hearers

‘ n
Broadus points out, however, in this discusslon, Yot we

4 1in ted bY
9The Institutio Oratoria uint transla
H. E, FIT‘EE.e:s 12: orks Ge 'P'.%\ltnm S Sons)s II, 383
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should nover wish %o exclte feeling for its own sake, but
as & means ol persuasion to the corresponding course of
action."0 Hers as in the introductlon the use of ths appeal
to the emotions is but a moeans to an end.

The direction toward tho emotions follows after know-
ledge has basn conveyed to the intellect. But most impor-
tant of all the peroration should strive to reach the will
of the individual, It ia desirable for the preacher in the
interest of the work of the Church to receive an immediate -
decision on the part of the listenor. The preacher should
take ths opportunity of confronting the hearer with the
urgency of the matter .umler consideration. Under the ime
pact of the pneroration the listener should be redd:r to carry
out the appeal made to him.

Tn this connection, the "appesls should be ultimabtely
aimed at the executive faculty of the Boul,"u the conscience.
This authority felt such en assault on the conscience would
produce the desired action to the appsels of the peroration.

This wes the procedure of Spurgeon, the great nineteenth
century preschers It is reported, "Spurgeon planned almost

every conclusion so as to bring his massive truth home to the

10 & Baxter, The Heart of the Yale Loctures
Batsell Barrett » 228 m' p."!’h-

(New Yorks The Macmillan Company,

1laustin Phelps, The The of Preach (New Yorks
Charles Scribners'! Sons, s De SﬁL



L0

conscience and the will of the mwan or maid in the gallery."12

The paramount consideration in the use of variety In
the peroration is to leave the audience in the proper mood.
This proper wood 1s attained to a degree by keseping in mind
for what purposs the ssrmon has besn written and to which.
individual faculty of the mind or combination of those fac-
ulties the peroration 1s to be directed. -

A zritical analysis of Hacariney's conclusions showed
in the first place that all the devicaes for variety are used
in one peroration pattern. In tho sermon, "'I'hc? Night That
Xnew No f.-:um:lng,"l-" thﬁ rocapitulation 1s utillized, a con=-
trasting truth in resume is employod, and it closes with a
direct appeal for hip from God in the mattars-pr;asentad.

The great sermon on Justification closes with the story °
of ths worlman who fell from & church roof., His fall was
broken by a lamb grazing in the churchyard. The lamb died.
The man lived. Tho closing remarks of that peroration road:

The Lamb of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, who taketh

away the sins of the world, is the one who, by his
lovg and sacrificial doath: broke our fall and saved

us from that death which is the punnltﬂupon sin.
Are you resting upon that Lomb of God?

125, drew Wattorson Bleckwood, The Fine Art of Preaching
. (New York: The Macmillan Company, s P o

1351 arence Edward Macartney, Great Nights of the Bible
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The practical application i1s here employed, and the
searching question contains the indirsct appeal. :

The greatest representation of varlety found in
Macartney was that of appeal, both direct end. indirect.
Seventeenl> of the twenty peroratiocns included an appeal of
direct application. The appeals were largely in the form of
self-analysis. The hearer was requested to look within him-
self to make the application. In the blographical sermons
in particular a direct application was made to: the hearer.
The characteristic qimlﬂ:y of the man under discussion was
recommended for their lives. All the appeals t;rought God
to the foreground as the power in the lives of those Who
were His children.
| Therefore the majority of the concluaions did not speak

of the several duties and obligations which u:lght become the

framework for action in the matters _presented._ 'l‘he streas

was laid more upon the inner convictions which were the cen=-

tral themes of the sermons. The distinctions in appeal de-

pended upon the subject matter of the sermon. There was a

15 Macartney, _ﬁﬂrutost Questions of the Birbla and of

s, p?laczﬁtng.y. ‘Great Nights of the Bible, pp- 8l4s 97, 18k,
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definite conformity between the appeal and the sermon pro-
per. The sormons on the whole dealt with the basic truths .
in Biblicael doctrine; they were dootrinsl sermons.

Throughout the approaches were n;ade to the intellect,
to tho emotions, and then through them to the will. The
preacher from Pittsburgh has an acute sense of what material
should be directed to the intellect, to the emotions, and to
the will. v

An appeal for instance 1s made to tha intellect in one
conclusion. The hearer i1s asked to consider carefully the
prayers of confidence spoken by Paul and David :ln the wordss

In other words, are you loving and trusting God? Are

you responding to his purpose in every event of your

life? Then, if so, you can say, even to David, "David, -
put down thy harp for a.moment, and let me too sing that
great music, *liy times are in thy hands|'" And even to
great Paul himsslf you can say, -"Paul, be silent for

a moment and let me pronounce thy great conviction,

'I know that alllghi.ngs work together for good to them

that love God§'" ‘

A definite appeal to the emotions and will 1s made in
the following words, "Again Christ looi:a. and for some of
you it may be the last look. Will you answer that look, as
cursing, swearing, denying Peter answered it of old, that

night in the courtyard there at Jerusslemt"l7 The conscience

18 here asked to acte.

The language structure of the conclusions is marked by

16Hacartney, The Greatest Texts of EE Bible, Pe. 106,

17lla.caz-tney, Great Nights of the Bible, Pe 8l.
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variety. Phrases vwhich have been used previously in ths
body of the sermon should be carefully avoided to prevent
the monotony of hearing the same phrase over and over again.
Within this phrasing the language of the sermon body should
be reworked to present the same thoughts and yet in a re-
freshing manner. The sentences in the conclusion are closely
packed together. Thus by comprea_s:l.on the phrases and sen-
tences gathor cumulative force. The enlargement of thought
is achieved by a gradual rise from lower to higher terms.

The sentences of the peroration should not become stereo=-
typed. The repetition of the same outward rorﬁ has a dulling
sensation on the audience before ths preacher. The listener
18 quick to react against this device if it is used time end
time again.

Precoution and care are to be taken in the choice of
the diction in the conclusion. The Words sbove all should be .
simple. No mistaken impression can be given in the parting

wordas of the speaker. Especially 1s this the case in the

last sentence of the sermon. In this final parting sentence

the diction should be exceedingly simple, modest, and plain.

Dr. Blackwood, in speaking of the diction of the final sen-

tence, explains, "...the sermon as & whole must lead up to a :
final sentence, which ought to at_;and out more boldly and

n18
atrongly than any other sentence after the text.

1831 aokwood, The Frepasation of Sermons, pe 167.
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Tho style in the peroration 1s above all perscnal.

The words pressnt their message with directness to the
hearer. The speaker at this point is very conscious of his
audlienco and speaks very pointedly and directly to them.
Here in the applicatlion the hearer 1s the most important
person. Daniel Webster once said, "When I attend upon the
preaching of the Word, I wish to have it made a personal
mattsr, a personal matt_er', a personal ma,tter."m

All negative eloments are deleted from .the final words
to ths audisnce. Positive statements and appeals are the
order of the peroration. Even though the discourse may have
‘containad negative argumentation, yet the closing words
in no uncertain terms are a positive presentation of what
the hearer may do in acting upon the message of the dis=-
course,

The style 1s also characterized by an energetic and
lively approach. The attention is concentrated on the real
purpose of the sermon. For that reason the tempo and word
choice are geared to the corresponding purposs of the sermon
@s it comes to its boldest rollef in the percration.

A good conclusion will move swiftly to the end without
stopping or making detours along the way. As an ending to
the mossage for the day, the conclusion proposes to tie to-
gether the subject matter. It has no other funotlon in

19B1ackwood, The Pine Art of Preaching, P. 129«
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relation to the body of the sermon.

The following conclusion is taken from Macartney's
sermon on "The Night A Han Fought An Angel."20 The preacher
has como to the final part of the body of the sermon in which
he speaks of Jacob ddscovering God. The peroration readss

Yes, this 1s the greatest discovery that any of us

can meke, and whether 1t be made in a rubbsr raft on

the vast oxpanse of the Pacific, with sharks circling

about you and death staring you in the face, or in the
quist cf your home or study, or in the midst of the
dey's business, or on & Sabbath evening in church,
blessed is the man who wmakes the discovery! 'Blessed
jez the man whose God is the Lordl' Have you made that
discovery? MNave you found God through faith in Jesus

Christ his only Son?

Tn resume this peroration uses different phrasing than
that found in the body of the sermon. The sentences are re=
cast to bring the Impression of the subject matter in a
fresh meanner. The sentences toward the close indicate &
climactic progression by closely packing the sentences. A
definite rise is noticeable from a lower to higher terms,
from earthly words end thoughts tc'the higher Jesus.

There 1s a profound interest in the hearer in th;s con=-
clusion. Dirsct questions are aimed at the hearer. He 1s
to search his own heart for the answer to the questions.

With but five simple adjectivas, the peroration is kept very

simple. The meaning of the conclusion 1s clearly brought

20iacartney, Groat Nights of the Bible, Pe 18L.
21l1mid. | :
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forward. The approach is a positive one from beginning to
onde And the thought moves swiftly from the start to the
finlsh. No detours are made along the way.

The closing thoughts must adhers to ths tenor of tha
discourse to the ends There is no deviation of thought
from that which was presented-in the discourse., No now sube
ject is awelt on. The peroration should carry the burden
ol thought which tho sermon from the beginning proposed to
bear., The congregation is asked to focus all attention on
the theme which the éermon developed, so that the hearor
might retaln the 1lmport of the.sermon,

In this way, the conclusion should be adapted to the
body. As the roof or the dome must conform to the bullding,
80 the peroration will fit the body.

Therefors the heart of the conclusion must be the pur-
pose of the sermon. From the conclusion one should be able
to construct In a general way the main points of argument
and discussion carried on in the main message,

Secondly, the peroration is by nature short. Sermons
are heard which dragged along and seemed to mdicato' that
the preacher did not know on what street the grand termi-

Heppy is the man who knows when to stop
It 1s best to leave well

nal was located.

and to stop when he is throughe
ipe when the smmunition is gone.

of the sudience, the preacher

enough alone and to cease b
By overloading the memories
many times destroys the impression,

Dr. Martin Luther 1s
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quoted as saying, "When thou seest thy hearers most atten=
tive then conclude, f'or so they will come again the more
cheerfully the next time,"22 .

The perorations of Mecartney do not add a new subject
nor add new meterial, It is his hebit to capsule the sers
monic discussion into a small space for quick review, and
the conclusion is olways "apropos" to the discussion at
hand, One can read the oclosing sentences of every sermon,
and from them and their respective texts one can reconstruct
the purpose of the sermons. In the sermon, "Lord Is It I,"23
the subject remains on the great question of the discussion.
The gquestlon occurs in the second last sentence of the per=
oration.

Tho transitional sentences are very well done. In the '
great sermon, "What Shall I Do With Jesusg'2l an 1llustration
13 given of Moody. Speeking on the same theme in Ohlcago,
the night of the great fire; he told his people to mull the
theme over in their minds and come back the following
Sabbath with their answer. Some died in the fire that night.

Ever since that time, Moody demanded an immediate answer to

the question. From this anecdote, lacartney swings intc the

22pavid R. Breed, Pregar_!_.ﬁ to Proach (New York:s
Hodder & Stoughton, 1911}, Pe )

23yacartney, The Greatest Questions of the Bible and of
Life, PDe 151-132, ;

2l Thid., p. 56e
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pororation: "Remembaring that incident in Moody's 1ife
and preaching, certainly I will not ask you to walt until
next Sabbathe..."
In fourteen®5 of the twonty perorations Macartnsy
has only one paragraph of no more than six sentences., Thoy

are all hrief and to the point.

251bid., pp. 56, 105, 151-152, 189,
- }gacaz-tney, Great Nights of the Bible, pp. 8L, 97,
1l 212, '
: h, Hacartney, _'.%:_g Wiisest Fool and Other llen of the Bible,
o 43, 79, 132, 100, 7
o 6 3 Eﬂac;rtne'y. The Greatest Texts of the Bible, pp. 106,
130,




OHAPTER IV
CONCLUSION

The analysis of Macartney's sermons has endeavored to
determine whether the introductions and conclusions of the
sample sormons have met the standards laid down by reputable
homileticians and aspeech critics.

In respect to the purpose of the introductions, Dr,
Macartney shows a good understanding of the principle,
"reddore auditores, attentos, benevolos, dociles." The
sample exordiums demonstrated that all three devices of the
Principle were used to prepare the people for the sermon.

Macartney showed a strong point in his use of the illu-
strat:ion in creating interest and in arresting attention of
the hearer., In creating good will and sympathy, the Pitts-
burgh preacher took Jogn!.umo of the role of the emotions

in preparing the audience for the balance of the sermon.

Good preparation.of the hearer for the contenta of the
. The hearers of those

sermon was displayed by the preacher.
sermons were well prepared to understand the subjoqt materi-

al to be developed.
In the study of the style of the introductions, the
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Prosbyterian preacher showed a very good sermon style.
The partlcular strength of Macartney's style lay in the
fact that 1t was simple, exact, clear, direct in its
epproach, descriptive, and the unity of the style oreated
a ononess of impression. Of particular interest in the
study of' style was the désnrlptive language which iz charac=
teristic of the lfacartney sermons. The style though de=-
scriptive was not florid to the point of obstructing the
thought process. The descriptive guality of the exordiums
did not get in the way of the message but was an aild to the
understanding of the theme and 1ts development.

There was a vital relation of the exordiums to the
bodies of the sermons. One subject was treated in each of
the introductions. Dr. Macartney did not lead his audlences '
through & mai.ge of facts and figures in getting to the point
of the sermon but proceeded to the theme without a detour.

Hacartney agrees with Fosdick in the discussion of long
or short introductions. His introductions were for the most
pert quite lengthy. In this respect kacertney disagreed with
the majority of the authoritles. The lengthy exordiums were
due to the contextual approach, which Macartney uses oxtens-
ively. lMuch background for the text was given as preparatory
material for a better understanding of the text,

The Hacartney exordiums displayed a wide variety of

approach, The meny sermons were varied in their patterns

one from the ether. There was no chance for monotony to set
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in. In the various types of exordiums the dramatizations
of the Biblical characters was a favorite device.

The study of the conclusions of Hacartney showed a
lnowledge of the throe devices used to accomplish the pur=
poses of the peroration. All three, the recapitulation,
the resume, and the application were employed,

In each of these types or combinations of types, Dr.
Hecartney conforms with the accepted and established stan=
dards. .

The perorations demonstrated that a favorite device of
liacartney is the persuasive spplication. Ths study and
analysis showed that such applications were not specific,
The preachsr endeavored to instill religlous convictions in
his heerers. The particular duties of the listener were not
outlined in the eapplications. _

In this connection the Pittsburgh parson also showed an .
awareness of the psychological aspects of the perorations.
The intellect was an object of much of the preparation. The
appeels made were directed to the emotions. And these two
approaches were utilized in the. final object of reaching the
will and to gain a decision through that will,

The style of the olosing words again closely conformed

to the standards acocepted by most authorities, . The language

structure varied from peroration to peroration. Within the

peroration, the structure was &lso varied from that of the

body.
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The words were simple. The atmosphers crsated by the
sentences wes one of a personal nature. The hearer could
not misas the words &s thoy came to him directly. A posi-
tive attltude was evident in the very language useds The
words ware conerete, lively, and energetic., The style held
the intorest unto the very end.

The conclusions of Macartney adhere to the theme of
the discourse unto the end. The perorations are short.
liacartney does lmow when to cease firing. His sudiences

must want to come back for more.



APPENDIX

QUESTIOHNAIRE ON C. E. MACARTNEY AUDIENCE
CONSTITUENCY AND HOMILETICAL HABIT

I. The Constituency of Congregation in Preaching Situation:

Ao

Be

What 1s the intellectual constituency of your cone
gregation? Grade the majority number by 1, 2, 3.

l. Grade school education
2. High school education
3. GCollege education
g- College professors

e« Other

Do you stlll do some of the clinical, pastoral coun=
seling? Yes "« No e I yos, how much?

IT. Sermon Habitss

A,

Be

C. .

D,

Wthen do you prepare your introductions to sermons?

1., Before the sermon ____
2. After the body of the sermon-

Do you consider the conclusion, the mcst vital part
of' the asermon? e II yes, give reasona.

Under which homileotician® have you studied formally?

Which homileticians have had the most influence on
your sermonizling? -

- B T
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