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Bpirit, spirits, spiritual, divine, gods, ctc, As a result,
the term regulires continuel explanation, and must always be
borne in mind ©y the misalonary lest misundorsternding arise
Virtually the same problem exists with the words “worship"
end "divine,"® similarly, sin is comecived of as little
mors than phyaleal impurdity, which probably accounts for the
cuntom of Ifreqguent bathing among the Japaneac people.41

¥ou 1t must not be imagined that these difficulties in
connection with the religlous thinklng of the peoplc.are
insuracuntable, 4s has been ghown, "the difficuliy arlises
not from the structure of the braln, nor Ifrom the inherent

race character, but solely from the diversity of hitherto

prevalling systems of thoughts w42 ghereforc, there is 1lit-

tle reason to believe that under the impact of the Christlan
Goopel, these vettorms of thiniting cennot be substentially
changed, oo has indeed occurred at timss in the past under

govermasnt pressure.4§

#O1p1a

#3, L. culick, gvo;gt;on of the JaQ%gcae (New York:
Fleminc H- Revell {0sy 001 9 pp. "TL.

421p1d., p. 330
435b18., De 327




CHAPTHR V
ACONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS

The struzgle for swrvivel 1s one which all people of
all time have had to face. For some the struggle has not
been too hard. For the Japancee farmer it hes always been
very difflcult,l and had been becoming more difficult as
time went on during the first half of the Twenticth Century.
Whereas in 1911 the average Japanese farmer was 135 yen in
debt (the yen having a par velue of £.50), in 1937 this in-
debtedness had risen to about 1,000 yen per farmer.® Whgn'
it 1o conpidered thet the net annual incone of the faramer
after decducting farm and household expenses was only 132.7
yen per faﬁily, the plight of these farmers is brought
sharoly into focua.3

There are geveral factors which have been responsible
to o zreat extent for this conditlon. In the [irst place,
it must be understood that although the area of Japan praper
is given as 146,651 square mlles, only between 15 and 20

per cent of this land, or approximately 15,000,000 acres,

l:. 5. 5 apan: & Short Cultural lilstory. (Re-
GI e =ENBOM J L ﬁ &——- - 7
vised edltlong New Yorki D. Appleton-Century Company, C.

1943), pe 172 b al.

# e o nd
2G, B. Gressey, Agia's Lands and feople (kew York a
London: AcGraﬂhﬁill’Book Company, InCep Cel9-4), De 197.

31vid.
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ig arable.* With about 6,000,000 farm families attempting
to make a living off this land, cack family haz an average
of about 2.5 acres, which is about o acpes ahort of the
acrcaze necessary to meke farming in dapan profitable,D
It le 11%tle wonder then that the farmer should be growing
boorer &very year.

another factor responsible, to some degroe at least, is
the conaservatism of the farmer. Vhile this is Drobably =
result of the economle situation more than it is a gause, it
nevertheless does play a part, Hls tendency to adhcre to
old mothods malkes the farmer hesitant to try sclentific agri-
cultural mathois,a

dZore lmportent than this in the period before and
durdng World war II was the oppresslon he had to bear from
all cuartersg,

There 1a an anclent Japanese saying that the farqgr

is like the sesame seed - the more you squeeze, the

more you get, =Hinee time immemorial, Japancse land=-

lords, militarists, nobles, industriclists and govern-

ment ofilclals have proved the truth of thc adages The

farmers paid for the civil wars and the industrializa-

tion that followed them., They paid for the luxuries of

the notles and the absented landlords and for the eans

of the small resldent landlords, And phey met the
exactlons of thelr many masters with the produce from

41, Witobe, Lectures on Japan, (Chicago: University of
Chlcago Press, 1958), DDs 207~8

3D, B gen Ladejinaky, "Japan's Communists Lose
2 B&‘hti)é,:' ngmnuima& CCXXIL (January 8, 1949),
.pQ lﬂ?.. ‘

6%, Ogawe, "The Villages of Japan end Thelr Evangelize-
tion," é&%ﬁ:ﬁﬂﬁﬂ Guarterly, VI (April, 1931), 125.
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from fregments of overworked polluted land not 1?:‘3:-:-
enough or rich enough to support thelr families,

A indicated above, the farmer helpsd to industrializs
the natlon through taxation., His money was used to subsl-
dize railiroade, shipplng and other industrics and to build
up the armed forccocs of the country.B & oreferentlal systen
of income taxes made this posslile. Just prior to the var
figures ghowed that in the annual income group of 300 yen
peasents pald 35 per cent in taxes, while manufacturers
paid only 1.5 per cent and merchants 12,5 per csnt. In the
500 ye.n' income bracket the land holder paid 5L per cent,
peasant proprictors 31l.5, manufacturers 18, and merchents 14
per cent, Thus if a faraer had in income of 5,000 yen, his
Ancome tox was 1,395 yen while if he lived in a eity the tax
wag only TOL :}e::;.g

Another injustice of which these flgures take no acecount
was the pracitice of asscssing the tax on the Tfarm fanlly as
if 1t were a single individual, thus putiing thea in a
higher income bracket although there may have been as many
as ten wage corners in.the fenily that the income had %o
8LpDOTTG J0

Nevertheless, os late as April, 1944, U.S. Government

7}301':&-,39..1 and Ladejinsky, ope Cites Pe 28.

Bﬂressey, one gites De 196.
glbi‘i.’ De 197.

10y, price, Key o Japan
Company , C.1946), pe 52 :

_ (Mew Yorks The John Day
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monlitors owverheard Headlo Tokyo criticlze Japancse farmera
for thelir "love of luxurices and geieties® and urge them to
save & quarter of thelr measre income for emergencles ill

But 1t was not oppression by the government alone that
made things difiicult for the peasant. Seventy per cent of
the 6,000,000 ferm famllies were tenant. or part tenanta,
Agalin the rule was "all the traffic ecan bear,;" as landlords
charged 50 per cent or more of the crop rental. This left
the Tfarmer about 30 per cent of his crop alfter he had paid
his rent, purchased his fertilizer and other equlpment and
ﬂuppli'.:ﬂ.l‘q The rent was due just after the harvest when
the price for rice was at its lowest q13

The result of thie has alrealdy been seens The farmer
was plunged into ever deeper dcbte Interecst rates aggro-
vated the situation since they were upually between 15 and a
usurous 30 per cent!l# Another result is long hours, espe-
cially in certaln seasons of the year when the peasant must
get aa great o yield from his small plot of land as he pos-

s8ibly can .3'5

1lypid,, pe 50
12perpigan and Ladejineky, ope. Sibes P« 284

13, dorris, “The ABG's of dodern Japan," I.E.H. Eag-
ete (E-':G;-; :-i'orl:g Amepican Council Institute of Pacific
Relations, ©.1946), XXy Ps 56s

T4ga, ! :

154, wishiliorl, Togo-Hura: & Villase in Northern t:‘lggﬂb@_}&a
Prenslated from the Japanese by e Sano and annotatc ty :
#, Eabpree (Hew York: Internatloral secretarlat Institute o
Pacliflc Relatlons, 1945), P. 24
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fuch of thie sltuation has been allevinted under the
guldance ol the occupational govermment, Under ths provi-
sions of the Apgrerian-refora Program passed in October, 1945,
the Japanssc Government bo'ught about &0 per cent of the land
cultivatoed by the tenants (4,500,000 acres) end has been re-
selling it to the farmers who work 1t..16 Huch of thils land
has come Irom the 3 per cent of the landholders who formerly
held 30 per cent of the cultivated land .} Dut although the
land is now more eve-nly-divlded, it nuet be borne in miné that

the average of 2.5 acres per farm famlily remalne unchanged.

The period of reconstructlon, however, has brought with
it the apcctor of inflation. Already in 1948 the yen had
18

been roduced to one~hundroth of 1is purchasling pouer.
¥Yet this too is being.brought under conmtrol and has begun to
decelerate, primerlly as a consejuence of the new credit-
curd yolicy‘of the Henk.of Japan-.lg_

’.-:h;::."i:. cfPcot does bthis background of financlal oppression
and. its resulting poverty have upon the efforts of the Chris-
tian missionaryf? TFor orne thing, the Japanese farmer bas bLe-

come extremcly wary of anything new. Hls whole life and

165erpigen and Ladejinsky, oR. glte . 101,

17101d., Do 284

18;,1,9;- zions in Japan. (Tokyo: General Headquarters,
Supreme coimigder"for the Allica Powers, March, 1948), p. 163.

19%quo-pi11ion Dollar Fallure in Japan,” Fortune, XXX
(April, 1949), pe T2.
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thinking is quite naturelly characterized by conservatlem,
ag Stone polints outs

The most striking tralt of the rural mind is conscrva-
tism., The farmer is Inherently suspicious of anything
different or new, be it a farm implement, & cooperative
soclcely, or a religlon, 'This conservatism is due in
part to the need for the greatest caution in expendi-
turs, made necessary oy the prevalling meagre income

of the Jdapanese farmer. This Tinanclal caution is
caryricd over into other than businese matters, and is
characteristlc of the farmer's attltude in educatlonal,
doneatlc; soclial and religlous affalrs: + « ¢ The re-
sult of this congervatism ia that ancisnt tradltlions,
custona, and swerstlitlions remein strongly entrenched
in rural comuunities, Christlanity cannot stop the far-
mers from belng conservatlve; but 1t mualt recognise
thet they are, and zo to meet them armed wlth patlence
and tmﬂ.arats.naing.as -

Others doubt thet his conservetism 1s as an important
o Tactor as is often claimed. In 1958 Felton wrote::

The conservatism of Tarmers 1s often mentloned as one
of the main obstacles to rural evangellsan by the pas-
tors, who prefer to establish their church in ‘Ehe
towns or counbtry seats, But when one studles the vo-
catlicnal membershlp of these town churchee he c}isco-
vers that they are largely made up of farmers from the
surrounding villages. In fact in many ?f then the
majority of the members are farmers. This would indi-
catc thaet the conservatdsm of the farmers in Jaln;_.ns
o church is pot as grest as the ordinary conservatlsa
of the mig;].sters in establishing the church in the
villages <~

Another dilficulty arising out of the economic plcture
a8 it applice to the farmer is the lack of time and inclin~
ation to be concerned with spirlituzl matiers. In the

: am o= el e J t
strugsle to keep soul end body together, the noeds for the

204, n. stome, "Difffculties In Christian fural Fere -
rnea.’t..'t.cm;;.':':’i Jau;n _t‘:h;;atian Quarterly, IX (January, 1934), 15.
2lR, A. Felton, “"Pae Rural Church in Japain (I)," depan

i@ -

Christian fuarterly, XI1I.(Januaity, 1958) » 2869
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former are veiy often cidetracked and forgotten,c or more
than likely are never cven thought of at all. In certain
sectlons serlculiure beging in Hay, and for the next five
montha the eatire Jamlly is so completely absorbed in their
“occupation that they bave no time for other matiers., Thosec
who should imow state flatly: "Preachers camot do work
during this _«;::srlod.“az’ In Northern Japan zarticularly the
pacc of work ls 30 gevere ln the suamer thet ln the winter
monthas the moen fall into the mood of pleasurc-seeking, and
cone to regard moncy as "first, last and everything, and,
so far asz religlon is concerned, seem to be almoat incapable
of payiug the least attentlon to 1t."2% ¢, Noss summed up
this rather subtle, yet very real difilculty when he wrote:
In brief, it loocks ae if on account of the menace of
the difriculty of living, rurel peoyle were running
into the way of saying, 'We don't carc 2 hang,’ and
thet those who think carmestly about life end religlon
arc disappearing entirely., The fact lis that in splite
of cducsibion belng extended more end more, the vlew
hes come to prevall that roligion on,khe contrary is
a superiluity not essentlal to 1ife.”

fnother prolblem is that of sel{-support. Iow can the

22y, sugiysma, "The Evangelization of Villages," Javan

wh O e,

Christian juarterly, II (October, 1927), 355.
25y, Kuriharva, "Village Eva.ng_eliam," Japoan Christian
Quarterly, III (Oclober, 1928), 28-3
24 . noss, "Villager's Idea of Life and Religlon,"
Japan Gnristien guarterly, VI (april, 1931), 137

2511hid.,.
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rural masses, who under the present over-crouded cond:.ti_.ori
can never hope for anything more than a bare living, main-
tain thelr own church and pastor? Dr. fagawa oncc sald that
£ifty sen (aboubt twenty~Tive cents under the old exchange)
& year could be consldered a generous casgh contrib;;t:.on fron
the averagse farm fanily .26 To be sure, this problem will
not affecct the missionary hiaself, as he will recelve sup-
port froi souc egtablished group, such as a‘'Church or a
Missionary Socicty, bus it nevertheless is a problem he will
have to fece when he attempts to put the newly founded mis-
slen congregatlon on its own. The danger is that the poorer
menbers, not belng able to assume thelr share of the support,
may Aarou oub to “seve face.” The result of this, in turn,
ig that the church in a particular village may tend to become
& religious club for the well—to-d.o.27 Some, such as Stone,
rezard this netbter of sclf-support ln the face of village
poverty sz congtituting "the greatest of practical provleuns
in scbiing up a rural programme,“aa but there are others
Wwho believe it can beo solved.>

Gince the surrender, inilation has nede the maintainsnce

Eﬁﬁtone, 0o _g;-_'_t_op D« 20

a7z, ©. Upbon, "One Hillion iisslonaries,” Japan Chrig-

tlan Querterly, XIV (January, 1939), 13.

2851}037\@9 OB cltes Pe 20.

= o P Rural Evangeliam,"
29z, 3, Clark, "Self-supporting Rural “HEnEe Sop:

Jdapan Chrigtian guarterly, VII (Janusry,
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of Christian schools, a comron missionary asenoy; alifi-
cult, becausc they require greatly increased bud;-;et.s.Bo
But thls, provlem too will tend to fade as the econony rights
itsell,

One final result of the poor state of the Tarmer which
is occcaslonally clted, is the threat of communism. As long
a0 as 1931 the Tollowing appeared in the Japan Christisn
Suarterly:

Zarxlam has already been let loose like a2 flood over

then (the country populace], and indeed has found a

ready response in many hearts. They have nelther the

12:1:.531 :.3.3:%:, through 1lt, nor the power to detect

Here is algo & provlem for the missionary, for while
they bhave blme to discuss darxism, thsy refuse to taite time
to thini of thelr own soul's salvatlon. Actually, howesver,
this is probably less & problem than 1t 1ls one of the ubl-
quitous ecxcuscs thet all pastors get to hear. A&t any rate,
for the tize Leing this threet secms to have been forstalled
as 2 result of the new Land Reform Bill and the Agricultural
Rend justment Lawed2 uhether it will crop up agaln in future
yeers remainz for the future to dlsclose.

One may say then that econcmic stringencles often poae

grave problems for the advance of the Christian Church in

ZOrelisions in Japan, Pe 115.
31z, Ogawa, 9p. cltes Do 1244
32Ber1~i;5an and Ladejinsky, ope. cit., passiu.
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rural arcas. Centurdes of oppression have resulted in a
conservatlive shell which the individual farmer has bullt
around hlaselD - a shell which 1s suspiclious of anything
new, cven in the religlous fleld. The struggle for exla-
tence Leaves the farmer little time in the busy aeason to
think of anything but his work; in the slack season there
ie a tendancy toward pleasure-secking. Financlal burdens
will male sclf-support in any casc a Alfflcult matter.
While the reforas instituted as & result of the occupation
have attenoted to ease the preassure on the farmer and
have thuarted the throat of comaunism in rurel arcas at
lezat temsorarily, overcrowded condltlons and the need for
more land will tend to make a resl solutlion of the condltion

extremcly unlikely,




CHAPTER VI
FUBLIC MORALITY

Generally speaking,; the Jazanese are known for theip
high ldeals of public morallty. Few peoples have zuch high
stendards of Loyelty, end the teaching snd practlce of the
Jepanese on the relutions betwsen parents and children are
perhaps uncxeelledsl As Gulick has satusfactorily showm,
this very brobably etems from the ini‘luence_oi‘ Confucius.2
Yet In one aree at least, Japanese morality (and thls in-
cludes the Jaysnese rural people) has unhappily been as
low as it has Li..(m high in othera, This iz to be found in
the genersl ares of gexX, and poses scrious provleas for the
Christian nissionary. Consequently, no study of the mis-
eilorary's preblens can afford to ignore the moral implica~
tions of this phase of Japanesc culture,

The low position of the woman and privileges attached.
to mogeulinity can be traced as far back as the li4th and
15th centurics when anarchy and warfare prevalled, and a
man could not‘ai‘rord to0 let his property o to & daughter
who could not fight to protect 1t after his death,? This

1s, 1, Gulick, Zvolublon of the Japane (ew York:
Floming 4, Revell Company, ©el303)s Da 259,
2;:2!-_‘-10’ 13. 269.
2y 19 A5 u Higtory. (He~
3G, B. Sensom, Javans A Shord Cultural History.
Vised ed:.tio;; New’!ork: D. Appleton~Century Comzany, Ce.
1943)! P- 562-
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has developed o o point whers today the Japanese ideal of
womanhood is o woman that dutifuliy caters to the man's
every whinm and quistly and subgerviently goes anout her
tasks wlthout complaint. Whercas the man has complete
frecdom in his Qcc-:ue.l life, and may visit a brothel every
evenlng LT he so deslres and otherwlse engege in illicit
love afiairs, the woman may not aect in a slmllar mammer
but must in every case submit to him and remeln true to
him.4 siznce only very rerely is she loved by her husband,5
Japanese vomen often develop hystori, a term applied to 21l
women !mown for thelr instability, nervousness, or promis-
culty .6 This iz not so common among farm women as it 1s
emonz clty and urban women, however, since the furm wonan
exercipcs mors freedom iz what she says and does than the
well-bred Japanese woman Ll |

In certain rurel localities,the trial marrisge is very
commonly precticeds This lasts three days during which tiae
the bride steys at the house of ths groom. If the famllies
of both the bride apd the groom comsider 1t & favorable
mateh after this period, the marriage is allowed to com-

tinue snd may or may not be followsd by & wedding ceremony.

43y, F. Zubree, Suye Mura: i Japane Vi;l_%ge‘ { Chicago:
Universi*:t.y of Chica’.,:;o Press; ©+1939) s DDe 175~0s

5ibid., pe 177.
61bid., p. 175
TIpid.s pe 177




