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CHASTER I
IHNTHRODUCTION

The hlastory of misslon vork in Japan conducted by
Christlan grouwps dutem back almost elghty ycura.l Even a
cursory stuly of that hlstory reveals that this work has
been characterized by alternate perlods of very rapid and
very slou pragrass.a if one 1ls to belicve the rcports scent
baeix by the mnisslonerdics to Japan since the cessatlon of
-hontilitics between Japan and the hwest in 1945, these five
and onc=hall years have becen a period of renewed intarcat
in Chriastianity by the Joapanesc,

Jdoet of the Protestant work in these cighty ycara has
Deen carried on in the eitlies and loarger townse 2Rural peo-
ple have often been neglected.s In 1938 there were churches
in only 237 rural villages, and there wore more than 9,000
villages still unreached.’? In 1939 it was reportcd that
there were 1,900 rural towns of over 5,000 population that
‘have had no church or sreaching placc at a11.4

However, it i1s undoubtcdly truc that as tlmc gocs on

15, Aberly, An Qutline of Missions (Fhiladelphiai
Huhlenberg £ressy Col945)s Pe 175

21h13., Dbe 170-85.
3R. he Felton, ™ihe Rural Church in Japan (I)," dJapan
Christion ‘marterly, XIII (January, 1938), 2¢.

%3. Hirono, "Henewcd Eaphasis on Evanégéinm," denan
Christiay guarterly, XIV (October, 1939), 333-4e
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and the Christlan Church grows in Japan, more and more work
wlll be attempted in rural ereas. In the followlng pages an
attenpt has been made to investigate these provlems. HNo
efiort hﬁa been made to dlscuss the methods thet ﬁave been
used to deel with them, but where those proklens have becn
.solveﬁ or have heen birought eloscr to solution owing to
certelin circumstances, the author has tried te take cog-
nizance of this fect. Thls atudy cannot be exhaustive as
wlll bocome appcarent especlially in Chapter IV, which deals
wlth the rellgious life of the country people,

After onc chapter deseribling the tyce of environment
that one doing misalon work in rural Jdapan will face, the
author haes grouped the problcms under the areas in which
theee problems will be met. Flnally & chapter ls devoted
to theosc problema which did not fit well into one of thesc
categoricse.

Of spceial help in this study was Dr. John F. Embrec's
Suye lura: A Japencce ¥illege, o scientific anthropological-
soclologlcal study of a village in Southern Jepon, as well
as vaerious articles in the Japan Christian guarterly of

Pre~war days,




CHACTER II
THL JAPARESE COUNTGYSIDE

Onc cannot understand the problcms of the Christian
misslonary to the rural arens of Japan without at least a
basic undcrstonding of thése rural arcas themsclves., U=
llke tho United States but simllar to the prevailing
village pattern of agricultural settlements in Furope and
southeantecrn Asla, the country's rural sectlons zre charace=
terizel by cluster acttlemente, The farmers live together
in amall villages and till Tlelds which surround them.

The only oxzeeptlons to this rule are in the mountaln and
hill land end on the Island of Hokkaldo.t

7olitically Japan is divided into forty-six adminl-
strative dilstricts, called gz;g&gg_t_u_r_e_g.a Thesc are agein
divided into iura, machi, and ghi. The ghl are cltles,
and the terms maghl and murs are usually translated as
"towm" ard "village" respectively, although thle ls
somewhat mislcading since both refer to adminlsitrative
districte rather than to clustercd settlemcnts o Rather,

1ot esom ¥
a murs consists of "severdld such house clusiers, cach

iz, 7, Trewsrtha, Japan: 4 Physlcal, Cultural, and
Replonal E"'c:-.-o;rgghx; (k:w.&laon, wisconsin: Universlty of
Wisconsin Prese, C«1945),; Po. 151-2,

2Ibid., Pe 153.

3Ibid., D 154
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unlted geographieally and socially in its own little
organizatlion. These scparate social units or hamlets are

known offlcially as burakile o ."4 A machl diffcrs from

& murs in that at least one settlement within it is large
encugh o0 be incorporated. On April 1, 1937, there were

141 ghi, 1,707 machl, and 9,560 mura in Japan proper, out

sceningly there wore no figures avellable indicating the
number of bupaky or the number of towms (not ﬂégh;)es

The verious huraiu in the mura are united by a common
headnan (goneha), village office (yakuba), and frequently
by a common primary school ang agricultural assoclatlon.s
The burvaiu itself is headed by one or more pushidori, who
iz the caprctalker -of the burakn affalrs and superviscs coo-
munity undertakings. He is clected by the responsiblc heads

oi the houscholds in the hamlet, each house having one ot

—

By far the lorger part of Japan's five and one~helf

million farn fanilies (approximately 27 milllon psople) live

in buraku of this type. The dimensions of thesec little

setitlements range {rom a fow hundrcd feet to more than

e

2,000, The farmg that these people till are unusuelly

45, F. Enbree, Suye Mura: yillage (Chi-
Je s Embree, Suye Huras 4 Janancge Y
c2503 Uﬁiversity of Chicogo Prcass Cel039)s De 226

5Trﬁwartha,,gg. citey Do 154,
Ormbree, ope glbes Do 23e
7'1'1'6‘"-'33."‘&{‘]&, ODe git-p De 155

81pid., ppe 156=Te
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emall by Asmerican standards: About 34 over cent +111 =
farm of less than one-half to one and cne-halfl sores. Thire
ty-four per cent more cultivate farms from this size up to
one hegtare or 2.47 acres. Of the remaining 32 per ceab 22
per cent cultivate faras of two and onc~half to four and one=
halfl acres, and only tenm per cent till farms larger than
thia.g The average acreage cultivated per family therefore
is only 2.07 as compared to 155 acres per family in the
Unlted atmtca.lo

Az a result of generatlons of feuwdal subdivislon, more-
over, these small Japancse Tarms are further subdivided into

a nuacer of amall plots.ll

4p a result, some faraers £o as
far ac one rl (244 miles) in order to cultivate a plot as
small s 100 square feebil?

The baslic pattern of life in these rural arcas lis

cvidently very old. Suye dura, for lnatance, probably dates

98+ A, Felton, "The Rural Church in Japan (I)," dapan
Christion Suerterly, XIII (Janvary, 1938), 24. These Ilgures
do not wake into considcration the sarceling out of the
larce estatca by the Ue 8. #llitary Government shortly
aftor the Japanesc surrender and arc thereforce only indlco=-
tive. OCOFf. "Japan: Gratitude to Grumbling," U.fHe Hews &
Horlid Repork, (July 29, 1949), p. 22.

i0;, B. Cressey, Asia's Londg and Peon%e (Hew York and
Londons acéraw-ﬁillyﬁaok COey INCep CelO%44)y Do 191,

111114,

125, wichikiorl, Tomo=iura: A Villase ln Horthern Japan,
Tranala%ea fron the’&apaneao by'%. Lano anc. annotated Bi”"'
Je Fs Embree (New York: Internmational Secrctariat Institute

of Pacific Reletiona, 1945)s Pe 17a

!"
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back "at least to the time of the introductlion of Chineae
clvilizetion in the sixth century."l? One of the reasons
for this lz that mony of thens rural arcas are off main
lines of travel. ” Another reason is probably the natural

congervatisin of the farer,

Although the populatlon as 2 whole in Japan is rising

- at the ratc of about one million a year, rursl population
reumained falrly sbtatlonary from 1920 to 1940, with the

larger villages (machil) galning and the rural arcas per se

(mura) dzclining somewhat A5

The larger villages are somevhat similar to the buraku,

but since they acrve as the shopplng centers for the rural

arcan, non-iarncrs constitute a much larger proportion of
the sopulaetion than in the ssell buralku .16 :

This 1s the framework in which .t-he Christian missionary
will have to Live and work, It will now be possible to
understand some of the pro‘olc:ma that wlll confront him as
he scts obout to bring the Gospel to the pecople that make
it up.

l3Eﬂbl"G@, 8D g_‘ll-' Do 3000
raa,
15Trcwart!1a. oD, gltey PPe 1334

161]31&. s Do 150,



CHAPTER IIX
SOCIAL PRESSURE

sone of the provlems to be met by the Christian nig-
slonary are brought about as a result of the fanmily aysten
found in Japenesc soclety. Since the family in a rural.
dlstrict is usually larger than one found in a city.l the
problems ardelng from the family system are apt to be more
acutc in the country. Furthermore, es indlcated in Chapter
I, the old systems have survived in rural arecs much more
than in city and urban districts,.

In the Japenecae famlly system the conccpt of "house" 1s
the uost important element, and it is up to the indlvidual
to sacrifice himself if necescery when the famlly facces
any great dan;cr.a The femily is everything, the indlividual
nothing. 4s o result, no member of the family can choosc
any Jjob or perticipate in any actlvity whereby the prosperity
or the soecial standing of the famlly might ln any way be

Jeopardizcﬂ.3

iz, Wishikiori Togo=Muras: A Village in Northern dJgpan,
Translﬁéeﬂ from the'Japanese by Te S5aNn0 anﬁrhnngtaEEE oy J;
Fo EZmbreec (Hew York: Intcrnational Secrctariat Institute oi
Pagific Relations, 1945), Pe 1l. ;

2, Matsumiya, "Rural Depression and the Tralfic in lo-
men," Jguan Christlan Querterly, i (Januazry, 1935)s 13.

3w, Morris, "The ABC's of Modern Japan,” L. 2. R. Zam-
cta (HZW Iorﬁ: American Councll Instltute o Facitic
(¥R}

Relations, ¢.1948), XX; Te o0 2
. Tlﬁ"’ﬁ'{(}}?ﬂ;}al‘ .E.-i.-.u. :'!5“..‘.

PRITZLAFT 'w.:.":,-;,-: B
COIJ-{J\J..\- B R ES Th /TS LE4D 4

. - rere NS




8

Included in the family are the adopted sons .4 Adoptlon
is very prevalent because of the need for gomcone 4o carsy
the fanmlly name, to take carc of the ancestral tableots s and
1o help work for the house and urovide sustenance for the
old peoples Quitc often the adopted son is a younger brother
or ne_..ahn:'.-:.s

Closcly connected with the family, and in poorer familics,
at least, alaost synonomous with it, 1s the houschold. This
includee not only the famlly itself, comprising ze;raz-a,l
generations ,5 but also "at least a maid-scervant or a man-
pervant or both, living wlth them under the same roof. T

The head of the Japanese famlly is the father or grand-
father, The entire household revolves around him, iHe la
nerved first at meals, is the first to use the bath evenings
and the Last to rise mornings. Hls wishes are law. :in the
past he had legal ownerghlp of practic-:a.l:_l.',,' all the {amily
property, including the children, As the head of the f&.ﬂly,
he 1s responsible to the ancestors for the welfare of the

Erou_d.a Embrec's obeervations in Suye Mura bear thls out:

4. Fo GBmbree, Suye Hura: A Janancse Vilégﬁe (Chicagos
e

University of Chlcago EresSs Cel939)s DDe
S1bld., pps 82 £f.

'Eiﬁrris; OPe cltes Do Te
(& E B Japa U Smithsonian Institution
» . Inmbree, "The Japanscsec,
Harp @:Earou;d stuc'iies (washingtons Emitheonian Instltutlon,
Jenuary 235, 1943), vil, 18

aliorr!.s, Op. cltesy Pe 8
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The house head, llke the buraku head, acts as advisor
and director and bears responsibility for the group of
whlch he ls the leader, The houschold, as a working
unit is thus the basle co-operative group, and all

other co-operation within the buraku depends on these
congtliituent houschold groupa.g

There.ls & solldarlty found in the Japancse rural

famlly rarcly achleved by the city family or even the rural

family in the wWests This heglns to form in early childhood.

If a woman has, as she mey well have, oac or two -
younger children, they all s8it In the tub together,
This lntlmate aspoclatlon every evenlug crcates a
gtrong social bond withln the family between the
mother and her children. Whlle a woman has but little
formnl, stetus in the home, there is a very strong euo-
tional tlc between a mother and her chlidren. The
bonds formed by & boy in early youth by sleeping to-
gether and bathing together wlth hls mother are never
conplebely loot by 1iaer expericnce in patriarchal
nocial organization,

An bap boen pointed oubt, "The affairs of cach indl-
vidual are the concern of the whole fanmily, and the welfarc
of the fanmily is the concern of cach 1nd1vidaal.“1l To
understend the rcogons for this we must sce the individuel
in his cnvironuent.

In ordinary daily life the whole houschold is to-

gether for breakfast, lunch, and supper, sitting .

together around the fire in the evening. During work,

for somec things guch as harvest, the whole houschold
Fevitg tngether.l

9J. ®. IZnprec, puye Hura: A Japanese Vil Cp Do 97
1019!-.‘309 Pe 924

11;, n. Stone, "Difficulties in Christlen Rursl Per-
meation," Japan Christian Quarterly, X (January, 1934),; 15.

125, 7. Embfce, Suve Mura: A Japanese Village, De 95,
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This solldarity of the family is further enhanced hy
thelr religlons. Dally ancestor worashlp al the nousehold
Buddhlet ahrine helps maintain the kin tie through the
generations, and family group attitudes and Japencse Bude
dhint bellefs and practices tend to reinforce cach other.13

All of thls lends prestige to old agey as ths head of
the family, as noted above, ie usually the father or the
grandfather, and as also notced, his woxrd is law., Here is
where the provlems ariase for the Chardistian nisslonary., I
the older people im a particular rural area arc opposced to
any movae, it ls cxbremely difficult to make any headusy as
far as a change is-concerﬁed.14 To make matters stlill more
difficult, the older farmer is usually a conservative indle-
vidual for pome very good reasons, which wlll be shown in 2
leter chopter, “inally, it will appear obvious that it 1is
very difficuly fér anyone in this famlly unit to Keep any=
thing privete from the others because of thelr close
association with onc enother and their constani concern
for. one another in daily 1ife. It therefore becomes quite
negessary to win an entire family to the cause of the
Christlan Gospel, and this in turn depends on winning the
conservative head of the houses A. R, Stone suns up the

sltuation nicely when he states:

13y, sugiyoms, “The Rural Problem," Japan Christvion
werteriy, VI (April, 19311, 1l4.

Lsione, ope cibes PPe 15-6
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in the cliy it ia comparatlvely easy for pecople to bee
comc Christlanas, if they arc (as so many arc) separated
from thelr Famlly surroundings. However, in a farming
community, it is excecedingly difficult for the young
people in a famlly to even tez part In new soclal or
cconomlc projects, let alonc Lo attend churcn or b=
cone & Chrlstlan, because of the susplclon and oppo=-
altion ol tig older and more concervative meabers of
the fanlly.

This protlen.becomes the more acute when we view it in
its comaunity scttinge There are atrong bonds that also
tle fanily with family in the Japanese village, bonds whlch
start already the first time a chlld goes to school. There
he mects children from all over the village., As Embree
points out, hio constant assoclation with them for the next
gix years is an laportant one both for hia and for the
ﬁnity ol the villuge.ls The tieg of men who were classe
mates in school Lo usually very close, especlally if they
are of the seme o« The following guotation from his book
shows this:

Clagsmetes ore called dokyoseis people of the same

age, donens 4t is the donen tiec which 1s more ime~

portent. All through 1ife malc donen remain close.

“hen tuo men meet for the first time, if thoy turn

out to be of the same age; they are.well on the way

toward being Criends. The tles of donen ilncrease
with agce. As ~ man grows old and the gexual deslres
die dovn, parties of donen are the only true plea-
sures left in 1ife, ond the fermers of Ef*e say that
o donen then becomes closer than a wifee

Nor arc ties of this kind limited entirely to the men,,

. 151m3a,
165, F. Embreec, Suye Huras A Japanese Villasc, De 185
_17.]..'13-3&(-1-'! De 1901
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Similar bonde are to be found among the womens

Frequently, two or three women wlll bathe togecther,

onc belng in the tub at & time, the others standing

by and talking. There is a wara intlmacy about thesec

evening chats at the bath which keeps closc the re-

latlonshlips between the women of threc or four neighe

Poring houscholds and helps to make up for the sogial

bonds GLhey lack by belng borm in dlfferent pura.t

As In the Tamlly, so in the puraky itaself 1t ls 4lffi-
cult %o keep anything seerct from others., This 1s due to
the fact that in paddy buralu a2ll houses are rather close
o one ano‘l:-he;r,lg in fact, they are frequently bullt one
againnt the other with but one common wall between, Fure
thermere, co-operstion between famllies becomes lmperatlve
becouses of the need for exbtra help at transplanting and
harvest tiae :a;nrl beceuse the comnunity has no monsy to
hire pecple for public works such as road bullding and
bridge ‘;31.1:1.1(1111:"3.20 Enbree lists the Live most imporitens
forms of co~operation in addition to the houschold itsell
ass

1. rotating responsiblllty by groups (lcumi)

2. clvic co-operation

3, helping co-operation (tgtsudal, kagel) in house~
building, emergencles a.ngl unerals

4, exchange labor (katbard)
5. co~operative credlt clubs (Q)aa

18.:.@1.3.-.@- 2 De 93¢

lgw_og Pe 944
201bid., Do 1126

2l0a11ed yuh An the Forth. Gf. Nishikiorl, op. elbs,
Do 610

225, I E‘ml:xree, Suve Hura: A Japancse Villapcs DD 1l2=3.
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it wlll not be necessary for our purposcs to go into
8 desecription of each of these, but it will be enough to
note that a lerge proportion of the population belonge to
them and that they oxlet for the purposes of credit, selling,
purchasing, and utilization.23

About the only recreation that the people of a rural
comnunity have is at banquets and parties held for varlous
reagons and on various occasione.24 These comaunity affalrs
are usuzlily accompanied with an exchanse of glfts bstween
the families, an?ther very lmportant method of maintelnling
soclal ralationships.zs

Feoplc are usually careful to fulfill.their soclal
repponslbiiltics, for fallure to do so is apt to resuld

in anm imposing

—

of the sactlion of non-co-opcratlion by the
rest of the community, a thing which would be disastrous
Tor the average farmere. Another sanction, of particular
importence o the Christian missionary, is that of ridiecule.
Thie applles cepeclally to the young people, who are always
carciul to do the "traditlonal" thing for fear some one
will lsugh. A4n alumost abnormal fear of belng ceught in

an embarrassing situstion glves this sanctlion of ridiculc

23R, A. Felton, "The Rural Church in Jepan (I),"
Japan Christlen Guerterly, XIII (January, 19358) » 24.

24mmree 1iste'eleven chief occasions for such partles
and indicates in each instence who is invited and who pays 35
for the party. Of. Suyg Hura: A Japancsg illegsc, PP. 109=10.

25}.5"-_':.1.0 s Se 103
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unusual furce«gﬁ

It 1o casy to see the problems that will fact the
mlsslonary as a result of a comaunal 1life of this type.
Not omiy iwe L% then dlfllcult to win a gingle member of a
household wlthout winning the whole famlly, but it is also
unusually Aalffleult to win a single family, for a3 Stone
hag pointed outs

« o o undt is truc of the farm famlly Jis in meny ways
true of the rural community. ZIZach rural comaunity is
an entlty in itsclf, 4 ferm community is morc than an
aggresation of people, 1t 1s a corporate stats of mind
of thosc living in a local areas « « ¢ & olngle Chris-
tlon family in o rural community is almost as difficult
as an indlvidual Christicn in a farm family. Young nen
have ponce home from our central Hural Gospel Schools
full of vislons and Christlian faith, only to find E?cmr
sclves alone in a communlty whlch laughed at them.

Nor does the amlsslonary's problem end herc, ‘The Jdapa=
neee village ie by no means & uniform thing, but therec are

Beveral tyneo, sach with its own psychological pecullarity.

Suslyama lists the followling slx types:

1e 01d villages (Kodal hyokusho mura).
2. Villages clustering afound some great personage
neliden hrakusho mura).

e E'\_.I_..!.c viliages (.Jiden hyalusho mura).

%o Villazes elusberisy around a wealbthy man (Gozolku
Ygoshikl mura). 5 _

5e villagcs of defeated warriors. (Zom:i hyskusho mura),

6. Made~land villeges (Xailhatsu shinder —ura) ¢20

In the firat type of villege folklore and anclent cus-

267h1d,, pps 172 £f

2Tgtone, ops Glbes Po 164 :
28"- 5 "j; e : he E‘v‘an;:elization of Vllla{;cﬁ," Jﬂpﬂ;
m gt'lgr 3?”‘;2’, IX (October, 1927), 358.
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ton rules. Orly oceaslonally does a necw point of view
Pleorce this "eake of custon,” and it is at thlz point that
Chrlaotlonity may enter 21,8029 '

The house of the "great person" is the center of vil-
lage 11%2 in the second type. Becausec of his prestige the
"groot person” attempts to get and kesp ohedience from the
other houscs that cluster around his. As the father's word
1s law to the Tomlly, so his wish is law for the villaou.3°

fhe temple ls the dally brzad of the third type of
village, and thus it 1ls only natural for this type of vile
lege to oppose any new religlon. In commenting on this
kind of village and the misalonary's approsch to 1t, Sugl-
yama warnsi :

No matter how large their population, it is unwise to

maie tHcsn temple vlllages the starting poilnts in

cvanzelilotlic programes, Postpone such villabes to the
very “last in your plans for raral evangelism! Rather
than to emphaslze such a village, it may be better

not to touch it at all, since in a religlous village

the pecople may have too much of rcligion and {1nd
difTiculty in understending its real opirited

Villages of the fifth type are dylng out today. They
are nade up of refugees from the defeated Helke warriors
and have not hed inbercourse with other villaoges alnce an-
clent timea. Consecguently, the people in the few that

remain are "full of suspiclon and very slow to twrn toward

293pid,
301bid.
- 3dThid., De 359 -
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any new thing." e

Thls wlll suflice to show that each type of village
willl recaulre a different type of approach, and the mis=-
sionary wlll Tirst need to detcrmine the type of villoze
in which he is about Lo begin work., To complicate the
Pleturec, there are strong rivelrles between the vé.rioua
types of vlillagea, “even stronger than in the rural sections
of the Weats"33 Thus it will be difficult for a misslonary
or an cvongellst to live in one village and lead men of
anothor v:'v.'.L?a.:-.u.:;«::¢3"4 It may bhe very neceasary for him to
reptrict hias :-w.cti!.vit.i.es-to onc village at a time,

Thue soclal prepoure is a serlous proviem ihich the
Christlon aleslonary to the rural areas of .J:aga.n will have
to face, It is pressure not only from the faaily in vhich
the mlazion prospect Finds hiaselly ‘nu. also from all the
familiics ':-.i‘ the cowmniﬁy; which are bound together by
strong soclal tiess Although these _Boclal structurcs which
bind the comnunity t;:g;ethsr- arc telng weakened today as a
result of the influx of moncy into the ccono:ﬁy ;99 they are
still strong end, to a large extent, characterlistic ol it,.

Henge; for the time.being, at least, they muat.be reckoned

32;bi )
d5t0me, 0D Q:L‘Eu ps 16

M, 4, ¢ '"“e:l.:t‘-a\i porting Rural Evangclism,”
Jdapan bﬁf-ig’;;}zaggirtgrl » V?i (Jenuary, 1932) 4 353.

353. v, Dmbree, Suye Mura: A Japanesg 111aECs De 3060
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CHAPTER IV
VILLAGE RELIGIOUS BELIEFS

Obviously, the Christlan missionary wil.il Tind meny
problema in commectlon with the religlous belicfs of the
Japanese villogerg. His doctrine will be encroaching upon
old and wcllw-establlahed beliefs. They are, in fact, more
than mere bellefs; they are deeply rooted custons oL o~
where have the anclent religions of Buddhism and 3hinto
a Tivmer grasp on the lives and thinking of the people than
in the rurel communitles where contact with Westerm influence
hoo been at beat only spobty, a fact thal has been referrcd
6o earlicrgg

One of the more baslc problems the misslonary wlll
face is sinply underptonding the religlous thinking of the
people, Heliglon in Japan, even before World War II, was
8 complex affeir at best, AT not a thing of hopeless con=
fusion., The reason Tor this is found in a mingling of the
0ld and the ncw which is so characteristlc of the Japanesc
in general, end particularly in the realm of rellglon.

Though always welooming new ideas, Japanesc thought often

1y, %ozmai, "Is Japan Becoming Christlani,” Chrigtian
Worlid I.-“.a.{_-.ts 155;’ i (ligw'xorks Foreclign Misslone (onierence of
North America, nNee)s De 266

2¢f, Chapter Il.
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clings tenzciously to the old ag well,?

Rellglons are not mutually excluoive in Jape.n.l* This
foot alone accounta for much of the coamplexitye Suddhism
and Shinto live slde by side without any apparent conflicts
The people take 1t as a matbter of courses Buddhlam ia
relicd upon az a means of soul salvatlon and the pantheon
of Shints gode for protection in this 11fcs? Yet neither of
these tuwe twraditlonal religions is actually understood to
any cxtent by the average peasants He leaves the undor-
gtonding oi them to the pirlesta; while he may be quite
ignorant ol the meanlnge ﬂowever, he 1la careful to fulfiil
his own responsibilitlies to ea.ch.s Problemns arise for the
missionery at this point because these responsiblilities do
not include regular weekly or even monthly attendance at
clther shrines or ‘t.cm;:lc:;.'?_ This is not part of his re-
ligious thinking. Furthermore; the mlsslonary must call
atbention o the fact ﬁhat., although ignorant of the implli~
cabtions of the Japanese religions, one who adhercs to them

will nevertheless be held accountable by the One Who says,

35. K. Reischauer, "The feligilon in the Japan of To=
day," The Interrgtionai Reviey of Hlssions, XXVI (duly,

15'-':.'. Irice, Key Lo Japan, (Wew Yorik: The John Day Co.,
0‘1911‘6}9 Pe 142,

57. F. Subree, Suye Hura: A Japancse Villagg. (Chlcago:
Unlvergity of Chic;.go Preses, 6«1939), Pe 221,
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"Thou shalt worshlp the Iord thy God, and Him only shalt
thou ssrve," . :

The attutude of the average villager 1s portrayed by a
farmer whom Znbree quotes as saying:

iSome people say one should not go to shrines but

Just worshlp Hotole (Buddha); others say one should

¥vizlh shiines because Japan is the land of the kami

(Shinto delties). As for myself, since people have

dalffocrent opinions on the matter, 1t 1s not for me

to condemn them or say they are wrong, I always vislt

the shrines as well as worshlp Hotoke.'

The natural question that must be ssked then la: To
what exhont wlll the Jtapoanese attemnt to amalgamate Chrls-
tian conecepis into thio alréaﬂ.;f very complex framework of
thoughts The extent of this complexity can be seen in a
cursory exzminabion (for it can be little more than that)
of mome of the preliglous prachtlces of the Japaneae eountry
people.

The scparablon of religion end state in the Japan of
today 1z az complete as in any country in t.!'.te worlde.

State Shinto has been dlsestablished as the natlonal

falthy the burden of compulsory Ifinanclal suppord of

Shate Shinto has been 1ifted from the Japanese peoples

shinto doctrines and observances have been removed

from the publlic cducatlional system; o o o o Artlcles

20 anl £9 of the new Constitution provide guarentees

of peparation of religlon and state which are as clear

and unegulvocal as those contalined in any of the writ-
fen constitubions of the world.d

This iz a Fortunate change for the Christlan misslonary,

81n1g.
9&&11;,1035 in Jdapan, (Tolyo: General Headquarters,

Supreme Gomaander for the Allled Fowers, March,1948) , Pe 135.
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for formerly the unlon of church and state led to grave
problens of casulstry for him, In former years slmost
every school in Jajan was viz.-tually compelled to accept a
gift of a plcture of the Emperor. Special vaults had to be
bullit to safeguard this moat sacred possesalon, and on
cercmonial and patrlotlc occasions all the students had to

bow ta blls portralt ‘_10

Before beginning thelr school work
in the morning every child was required to bow in the dirce-
tion of the Zuperor's palaces and farmers followed a
similar procedure before going about thelr chores .!11 Even
in Christian schools in the past the reading o the Imperlal
Rescrint on IZducstlon was' compulsory tih:l.ch among other
thinge referred o the imperial throne as "coeval wlth hea-
ven and carth, infallibie for all sges."l? " For many years
ths Jepancse Government made sustained though subtle efforts
to geb 100y perticlpation in Shinto shrine ceremonles, and
made homaze to these shrines a test of patrictisn for cvery
Japencse citizen. This was further complicated when the
Jepancee Government insisted thalt these shrines were not
religious, although the populace unquestionably looked upon

them a8 such, as did many Ameriean and Japanese scholars.l?

: 10p, J, Fleming, What Xould You Do? (Few York: Friend-
Bhip Precs. C.l949), De 50s

ll?.‘.mt“r&e‘g OB _ma’ Do 229,
125‘191?.111&;, ons eltes Po 59
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Theso provlcms have, on the surface at leest been
by-passcd with.the adoption of the new constitution. 3Sut
even i{ the constlttbion remalns as it is in the future; it
must not be ovarloolked thal this intimate commeotion be-
tween the state and the Shinto Religiqn has been going on
‘for more than soventy=five years end hes all hut saturated
the thinking of the people. Furthermore, th-e idez of a
scparation of rellglon from the state 1a very much 8 novel-
ty to the Jgpancse people. There has elways becn.a curlous
Oriental intermingling of re.'L‘J.gion and government, siaply
because the polibical riler wes also considered relliglously
dlvine even though not always so pronouzicc-dl'y as in the
past Icu generations ..""'l" A nes:: law cannot in ltsclf eradi-
cate the old conccpts over night. Then too, it is charac-
terdetic of the Japancse to obey and follow dlirections
without understanding the meaning or the spirit of those
dlrectionz, "This ingrained obsdiemcs- of the Jepenese is
decepbive, and hence makes it difficult to evaluate the
progreas of reform in Japan. uld .

In the i“.O!::I.‘& Lteell there are os a rule two delties?
Amide (or e similar deity) in the butsudan and the sun god-

dess Inarl, which is represented by a paper talisman, in

14z 3. D. Braibenti, "Religlous Frecdom in Japan,"
The Christian Ceptury, LEIV (July 9 1947), €30.
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16 ivery morning the Jdapancse Buddhist bhows

the ianidana.
beforc it and utters a prayer vhich is guarenteed to corry

hin to heaven.*! This roubtine cercmony secms to give the
individuel o feeling of rightness, as may be sesn from a
statement Znbree makes: YOne farmer remarked that he does
not like bo slesp away from home as he has no proper place
to o in the morming %o perform this ritusl.":® smeil
‘offerings, such as two small cupe of rice or a cui: of
shochu.,lg are made dally before these houachold altars by
the occupanis ..20

in time past the Jepenese Government isaued general

orders that cveryone alilke was to set up god shelves (Zomi-~
dann} in thelr homes conbaining the namc of the sun goddess.
Obviouslys Christians were also expechted to comoly with
this order. “Under these clrcumstances," asks Flemling,
“how should Christian natlionals respond., and what positlon
on this mattor would & miaslionary paxep” 2L
Although the ehief.deities in the houss are found in

connceblon with the betsudsn and the kamldena. it would

1633111*@@, Ope Cites Pa 23T If.
LT ihides pe 258,
183pia,

1I7his is a type of alcohollc drini make from coarse
ricc,

aoﬁ'mbree, OBe _lﬂ_'gn. Ds 238-
21}:“16!111338, BBoe cltsy Do 66,
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be a nistake Lo thlnk thet these are the only ones, Often
there are many others.
A& man's house is full of people even when he is alone
for most of these gods are regarded as, in a ascnae,
versons. They are refcerred to with the honoriflc
A2n or gams similar to the English ‘mister'! or ‘alr,’
When speaking of them, people say gne sh'io, meaning
Tthat person.® The people of Suye dlslike being alone
or doing thinge aloney; and so, wlth the numerous gods
of the housechold, 1f one must be at home alones or one's
children left there, nelther need fecl loncly.=2
Imezes of Dalkokn and 3bisu arce kept in the kitchen and
offerings made to them regularly. In front of the house is
& bamboo vase conbalning a flower for Hichirlnsan, the asun.
Fresh Dloverg ave also kept for Hems-no-Kamlsema, the god
of stoves, and bepide the well for the well-god. Often
thero s o stone or emall house in the yard which contalns a
stone or a mirror, which is the land-god and is called either
Xojin or Jiuvshl. Likewlse, a stons Jizo 1s frequently found
in the yord ané offerings nmade to 1t,23 The stone Jizo ls
likewliss commorly found in other places - along the road,
nesr swimming arcss and in fact, near any dangerous spob,
- ag he ip regerded as the god of mercy.a'l"
Gharms (omemori) ond paper tallsmwans (ofuda) are found
in various plocess Frequently they are earried on the person

as a safeguard ageinst disesse and illuess. These charns

22rphrec, op. gllies Do 66¢
251bide, DR 240 If.

"24n  papinot, Historlcal and Geographic Dictlomary of
Japan (Ann arbor, ichigan: Overbeck Company, 1948), . 232.
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and tallsmsns are s0ld by the loesl prieste and provido
an income Tor the templea.as Thus they obvlously will
oppose anyone who mlzht attempt to discrsdit the efficacy
of them,

o the Yestern mind the superstitlon thot infests the
mind of the average Japencee peasant is bewilderiné. it
apparcntly ilunvades every arca of his 1life, and often it is
difflcult o debermine at what polnt o practice ceases to
be custom and becomes superstitlion. This enlgme the mis-
slonary will need to solve, for superstition is very wilde-
aprecad, -

Sorateh 'litcrate' Japen and you Tind just under the
surface a herlteage of savage superstition. Don't bulld
your house faclng northeast for that would let in the
devil, Flace & bow and arrow pointing northecast on the
rldgepnle of & new house to shoot that devil, Don't
put o gate on that side - the devil will usc it. lor
can you bhave a gate on the southwest side =~ it would

by & byomon, siclmcss gate. All memmer of pestllences
would pome through it. Don't sleep wilth your head
toward the north = that's only for the dead. In digging
o well you don't consider such materdal questlons as
vhere the best water mey be found, The well must be

on the south slde of the house ~ that's the prosperity
51dGe » » « o induce rain you go to the temple; get °
the ark of the rain god, and carry it about in proces-
slon all nighte » « » Consider the signs of the zodlac
in plantinge Don't plant ricec on the day Qf the mone-
koy, because the god of rice and the god of the monkey
arc not on speaking terms., Flant sugar pata}o on the
day of tho §gw so that it will grow large like ﬁhg

cow'e head,
When 2 bridge is built, villagers arc quite careful to

Place an offcring of shochu by = post near the water as an

25imbree, on. olbe, DP. 242 If,
@price, on. olt. Ps 85.
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offerdng to the water-god to gain his favor so that no harm
will come to the users of the bridge.2! A pmenten bush is
plantchd ncar the tollet, If a person is overcome while
uslng the tollet, he can grab it and immedlately I‘GGOVC‘I‘-‘aa
A letter box ioc often placed next to a gravestone into which
onc may dron lctters to the decea.sed,29

iWhen a chlld is born, the alfterbirth is carefully wrapped
up in paper, and at sunset thc father of the child takes 1t
out and burics it in the yard, After it is buried, he must
step over the spot to insure the child's obedlence. This is
very imuortant, for 1f an animal should run over the spot
before the fathor steps over it, the chlld wlll always fear
thot aniual o0

Peoul.c comuonly belleve in sorcery, but consider it
dangerous to dlscuss 1t, as that might bring 1t down upon
one, Almost every burskuy poascases at least one woman who
ls regarded as an inugemi mochl, & sorceress posseased by
the dog spirit. éhe can at will cause slckness Qr dcath
simply by showing envy or jealousy toward another.3+

A very inportant person in the nelghborhood 1s the
kitoshi. This nsn makes a profession of preyer, and is

271-‘.-!'nbx-ee,. on, gltes De 123

281hid., p. 244.

295rice, op. Clbes Pe 122

30mibree, op. gites Pe 259 ] 3
31ipid., ppe 256-Te
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called upon by the people ia eny type of emergency, from
bodily discase to advice as to where to bulld one’s nouse,52

The Amerlican Occupatlon has gttempsed to mpe. out many
of these superatlitlous notlons, only & Iew of which are
liated avove, bub as late as 1949 they were having little
guccess and wore belng forced to modify thelr campalgn be-
causc of the opposition of the peopls; and especlelly the

Buddhlst and Shinto clargy.ﬁ 4% that time U.S. News &

Horld. Heport disclopsds

& »eocent gpurvey showed that 53 per cent of the fami-
lice in fighing and farming villages regulate thelr
lives by the moon. They pay close heed to ‘licky'

and ‘unlucky' days. -
Accopding o a poll conducted by the Hucatlon iflnl-
8LTY,. one Jepancse out of every four belleves that
the bedger -ani the fox have the power to hyonotlzo.

0F the fomilies surveyéd, Ll per cent held that women
born in the 'yess of the horse' were unfit for marriaze.
whe last ‘yesr of the horse' was 1905. About 20 years
later Jopeon witnesned e wave of azulcldes of young wo=
men Jilted by sultors who r.‘.:l.se.ccwer-;-:gF that thelr pro=
spective brides were borm in 1905.7

The supevstitions =t times wAll touch directly on the
forcign missionary himself, One Christlan worker, who was
maicing good progress in a village; was. forced out of a
villege when a nearby volcano became active, end 1t wes
runiored about thq.t. the mountain had become angry because
Bome viglitlng .f‘oréigner had kicked an old sandal into the

321b1d,,. De 250La

33" guperstitions Must Go," U.S, News & World Report,
July 29, 1949, pe. 31, -
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groter. 35

Incredivle ag this sounds in this day and age ard in
& country known to be as advanced as ig Japan, it neverthe~
less is fact, and the misalonary to rural éistricts will be
foreed to meeb the situation, ia mentloned abvove, these
are Tor the most part deeply rooted custome as well as
supcratitions and will not be given up caslly by a pecople
which bas lived in them for centuries, Tho misslonary will
constantly facc the guestions: Where must the line be
drevm? How much of this need be changed? How much of this
"eustom", if indeed any, is not opposed to Christian
thoughty

That rcal opposition results from an attack on the
local religlons can be seen from the following cplsode re-~
lated by the missionary, D. C. Buachanan:

Last month the writer was visiting 1n a rural sectipn
sose five hours by reil and bus from Lyoto City. Thers !
was the falthful Christian, a mldwife, who had formerly
had a flourishing Sunday School in her homec, Five
years ago, clghty children regularly gathered to l?arn
Elble verses and Christlan hyg?s, and a amaétﬁsgoggog?
adult inquirers was formed. ien 2 young pastor from

a n&ighhgring toun canc and agtrongly attacked Ep&dhiam.
o » o <this the Juddhists bltterly rescnted, The f;ve
tenples of the community brought pressureuto bear upon
the primary school teachers, the village fathers, end
the homes of the children with the result thak tge
Sundsy school was forced to close. The next Sundey
whon an attempt was made to gather the children to;h
iether, the primary school teachers stood ou.t.sic‘i.e1 e
door of the mldwilfe's home and spoke to each child

ag he started to entery forbidding hln to go to Sunday

35¢, u Frecth, "Women's Work in the Country," Japan
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Christian Quarterly, V (April, 1930), D. 154.
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School and threatening bad marks in his daily school

vori and further punishment, should he insist on

following and studylng the Jesus Lellgion. So much
resontment and bitter fecling wee sbirred up at that
time, that to this day no hall or zrivate house can

be secured for Christlan services.?

Another problem that arises (rom this religlous pic=
ture is found in the translation of cecrtain religlous words
such as "God" and "worship." The misslonary must ask hlm-
self: What arce the mental concepis behind these termsf?
fFor the Weaterner there las a long historlcal development -
that lles behind these terms with the result that these
wordc have attalned at least a Ghristisn coloring.”! SHut
what, for instance, does the word kaml, which is translated
"God" mecon to the Japanepe® Etymologleally, it may mean
little more than "exalted belng" or “demiigod."33 This may
be seen Irom the foregoing preseutatlion of the varlous
deitles in Suddhienm and Shinto. Al1l of these are called

kami. Thie word hos & wide varicty of meanings from simoly

'upper” or "above" to the highcst cohceptlon of the delty,
and consequently the translators of the Eible were forced
to use 1t.° furthermore, the Chinese ldeograph used to

"gpell® or trapscribe this word has the basic meanlng of

35:-). C. Suchanan, "Newspaper iLvangellsa as RHelated Eo
Rurel ork," Japan Christien Quarterly, XI (January, 1936),
ppi 19"'20-
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Bpirit, spirits, spiritual, divine, gods, ctc, As a result,
the term regulires continuel explanation, and must always be
borne in mind ©y the misalonary lest misundorsternding arise
Virtually the same problem exists with the words “worship"
end "divine,"® similarly, sin is comecived of as little
mors than phyaleal impurdity, which probably accounts for the
cuntom of Ifreqguent bathing among the Japaneac people.41

¥ou 1t must not be imagined that these difficulties in
connection with the religlous thinklng of the peoplc.are
insuracuntable, 4s has been ghown, "the difficuliy arlises
not from the structure of the braln, nor Ifrom the inherent

race character, but solely from the diversity of hitherto

prevalling systems of thoughts w42 ghereforc, there is 1lit-

tle reason to believe that under the impact of the Christlan
Goopel, these vettorms of thiniting cennot be substentially
changed, oo has indeed occurred at timss in the past under

govermasnt pressure.4§

#O1p1a

#3, L. culick, gvo;gt;on of the JaQ%gcae (New York:
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CHAPTHR V
ACONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS

The struzgle for swrvivel 1s one which all people of
all time have had to face. For some the struggle has not
been too hard. For the Japancee farmer it hes always been
very difflcult,l and had been becoming more difficult as
time went on during the first half of the Twenticth Century.
Whereas in 1911 the average Japanese farmer was 135 yen in
debt (the yen having a par velue of £.50), in 1937 this in-
debtedness had risen to about 1,000 yen per farmer.® Whgn'
it 1o conpidered thet the net annual incone of the faramer
after decducting farm and household expenses was only 132.7
yen per faﬁily, the plight of these farmers is brought
sharoly into focua.3

There are geveral factors which have been responsible
to o zreat extent for this conditlon. In the [irst place,
it must be understood that although the area of Japan praper
is given as 146,651 square mlles, only between 15 and 20

per cent of this land, or approximately 15,000,000 acres,

l:. 5. 5 apan: & Short Cultural lilstory. (Re-
GI e =ENBOM J L ﬁ &——- - 7
vised edltlong New Yorki D. Appleton-Century Company, C.

1943), pe 172 b al.

# e o nd
2G, B. Gressey, Agia's Lands and feople (kew York a
London: AcGraﬂhﬁill’Book Company, InCep Cel9-4), De 197.
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ig arable.* With about 6,000,000 farm families attempting
to make a living off this land, cack family haz an average
of about 2.5 acres, which is about o acpes ahort of the
acrcaze necessary to meke farming in dapan profitable,D
It le 11%tle wonder then that the farmer should be growing
boorer &very year.

another factor responsible, to some degroe at least, is
the conaservatism of the farmer. Vhile this is Drobably =
result of the economle situation more than it is a gause, it
nevertheless does play a part, Hls tendency to adhcre to
old mothods malkes the farmer hesitant to try sclentific agri-
cultural mathois,a

dZore lmportent than this in the period before and
durdng World war II was the oppresslon he had to bear from
all cuartersg,

There 1a an anclent Japanese saying that the farqgr

is like the sesame seed - the more you squeeze, the

more you get, =Hinee time immemorial, Japancse land=-

lords, militarists, nobles, industriclists and govern-

ment ofilclals have proved the truth of thc adages The

farmers paid for the civil wars and the industrializa-

tion that followed them., They paid for the luxuries of

the notles and the absented landlords and for the eans

of the small resldent landlords, And phey met the
exactlons of thelr many masters with the produce from

41, Witobe, Lectures on Japan, (Chicago: University of
Chlcago Press, 1958), DDs 207~8

3D, B gen Ladejinaky, "Japan's Communists Lose
2 B&‘hti)é,:' ngmnuima& CCXXIL (January 8, 1949),
.pQ lﬂ?.. ‘

6%, Ogawe, "The Villages of Japan end Thelr Evangelize-
tion," é&%ﬁ:ﬁﬂﬁﬂ Guarterly, VI (April, 1931), 125.
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from fregments of overworked polluted land not 1?:‘3:-:-
enough or rich enough to support thelr families,

A indicated above, the farmer helpsd to industrializs
the natlon through taxation., His money was used to subsl-
dize railiroade, shipplng and other industrics and to build
up the armed forccocs of the country.B & oreferentlal systen
of income taxes made this posslile. Just prior to the var
figures ghowed that in the annual income group of 300 yen
peasents pald 35 per cent in taxes, while manufacturers
paid only 1.5 per cent and merchants 12,5 per csnt. In the
500 ye.n' income bracket the land holder paid 5L per cent,
peasant proprictors 31l.5, manufacturers 18, and merchents 14
per cent, Thus if a faraer had in income of 5,000 yen, his
Ancome tox was 1,395 yen while if he lived in a eity the tax
wag only TOL :}e::;.g

Another injustice of which these flgures take no acecount
was the pracitice of asscssing the tax on the Tfarm fanlly as
if 1t were a single individual, thus putiing thea in a
higher income bracket although there may have been as many
as ten wage corners in.the fenily that the income had %o
8LpDOTTG J0

Nevertheless, os late as April, 1944, U.S. Government

7}301':&-,39..1 and Ladejinsky, ope Cites Pe 28.

Bﬂressey, one gites De 196.
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monlitors owverheard Headlo Tokyo criticlze Japancse farmera
for thelir "love of luxurices and geieties® and urge them to
save & quarter of thelr measre income for emergencles ill

But 1t was not oppression by the government alone that
made things difiicult for the peasant. Seventy per cent of
the 6,000,000 ferm famllies were tenant. or part tenanta,
Agalin the rule was "all the traffic ecan bear,;" as landlords
charged 50 per cent or more of the crop rental. This left
the Tfarmer about 30 per cent of his crop alfter he had paid
his rent, purchased his fertilizer and other equlpment and
ﬂuppli'.:ﬂ.l‘q The rent was due just after the harvest when
the price for rice was at its lowest q13

The result of thie has alrealdy been seens The farmer
was plunged into ever deeper dcbte Interecst rates aggro-
vated the situation since they were upually between 15 and a
usurous 30 per cent!l# Another result is long hours, espe-
cially in certaln seasons of the year when the peasant must
get aa great o yield from his small plot of land as he pos-

s8ibly can .3'5

1lypid,, pe 50
12perpigan and Ladejineky, ope. Sibes P« 284

13, dorris, “The ABG's of dodern Japan," I.E.H. Eag-
ete (E-':G;-; :-i'orl:g Amepican Council Institute of Pacific
Relations, ©.1946), XXy Ps 56s

T4ga, ! :

154, wishiliorl, Togo-Hura: & Villase in Northern t:‘lggﬂb@_}&a
Prenslated from the Japanese by e Sano and annotatc ty :
#, Eabpree (Hew York: Internatloral secretarlat Institute o
Pacliflc Relatlons, 1945), P. 24
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fuch of thie sltuation has been allevinted under the
guldance ol the occupational govermment, Under ths provi-
sions of the Apgrerian-refora Program passed in October, 1945,
the Japanssc Government bo'ught about &0 per cent of the land
cultivatoed by the tenants (4,500,000 acres) end has been re-
selling it to the farmers who work 1t..16 Huch of thils land
has come Irom the 3 per cent of the landholders who formerly
held 30 per cent of the cultivated land .} Dut although the
land is now more eve-nly-divlded, it nuet be borne in miné that

the average of 2.5 acres per farm famlily remalne unchanged.

The period of reconstructlon, however, has brought with
it the apcctor of inflation. Already in 1948 the yen had
18

been roduced to one~hundroth of 1is purchasling pouer.
¥Yet this too is being.brought under conmtrol and has begun to
decelerate, primerlly as a consejuence of the new credit-
curd yolicy‘of the Henk.of Japan-.lg_

’.-:h;::."i:. cfPcot does bthis background of financlal oppression
and. its resulting poverty have upon the efforts of the Chris-
tian missionaryf? TFor orne thing, the Japanese farmer bas bLe-

come extremcly wary of anything new. Hls whole life and

165erpigen and Ladejinsky, oR. glte . 101,

17101d., Do 284

18;,1,9;- zions in Japan. (Tokyo: General Headquarters,
Supreme coimigder"for the Allica Powers, March, 1948), p. 163.

19%quo-pi11ion Dollar Fallure in Japan,” Fortune, XXX
(April, 1949), pe T2.
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thinking is quite naturelly characterized by conservatlem,
ag Stone polints outs

The most striking tralt of the rural mind is conscrva-
tism., The farmer is Inherently suspicious of anything
different or new, be it a farm implement, & cooperative
soclcely, or a religlon, 'This conservatism is due in
part to the need for the greatest caution in expendi-
turs, made necessary oy the prevalling meagre income

of the Jdapanese farmer. This Tinanclal caution is
caryricd over into other than businese matters, and is
characteristlc of the farmer's attltude in educatlonal,
doneatlc; soclial and religlous affalrs: + « ¢ The re-
sult of this congervatism ia that ancisnt tradltlions,
custona, and swerstlitlions remein strongly entrenched
in rural comuunities, Christlanity cannot stop the far-
mers from belng conservatlve; but 1t mualt recognise
thet they are, and zo to meet them armed wlth patlence
and tmﬂ.arats.naing.as -

Others doubt thet his conservetism 1s as an important
o Tactor as is often claimed. In 1958 Felton wrote::

The conservatism of Tarmers 1s often mentloned as one
of the main obstacles to rural evangellsan by the pas-
tors, who prefer to establish their church in ‘Ehe
towns or counbtry seats, But when one studles the vo-
catlicnal membershlp of these town churchee he c}isco-
vers that they are largely made up of farmers from the
surrounding villages. In fact in many ?f then the
majority of the members are farmers. This would indi-
catc thaet the conservatdsm of the farmers in Jaln;_.ns
o church is pot as grest as the ordinary conservatlsa
of the mig;].sters in establishing the church in the
villages <~

Another dilficulty arising out of the economic plcture
a8 it applice to the farmer is the lack of time and inclin~
ation to be concerned with spirlituzl matiers. In the

: am o= el e J t
strugsle to keep soul end body together, the noeds for the

204, n. stome, "Difffculties In Christian fural Fere -
rnea.’t..'t.cm;;.':':’i Jau;n _t‘:h;;atian Quarterly, IX (January, 1934), 15.
2lR, A. Felton, “"Pae Rural Church in Japain (I)," depan
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Christian fuarterly, XI1I.(Januaity, 1958) » 2869
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former are veiy often cidetracked and forgotten,c or more
than likely are never cven thought of at all. In certain
sectlons serlculiure beging in Hay, and for the next five
montha the eatire Jamlly is so completely absorbed in their
“occupation that they bave no time for other matiers., Thosec
who should imow state flatly: "Preachers camot do work
during this _«;::srlod.“az’ In Northern Japan zarticularly the
pacc of work ls 30 gevere ln the suamer thet ln the winter
monthas the moen fall into the mood of pleasurc-seeking, and
cone to regard moncy as "first, last and everything, and,
so far asz religlon is concerned, seem to be almoat incapable
of payiug the least attentlon to 1t."2% ¢, Noss summed up
this rather subtle, yet very real difilculty when he wrote:
In brief, it loocks ae if on account of the menace of
the difriculty of living, rurel peoyle were running
into the way of saying, 'We don't carc 2 hang,’ and
thet those who think carmestly about life end religlon
arc disappearing entirely., The fact lis that in splite
of cducsibion belng extended more end more, the vlew
hes come to prevall that roligion on,khe contrary is
a superiluity not essentlal to 1ife.”

fnother prolblem is that of sel{-support. Iow can the

22y, sugiysma, "The Evangelization of Villages," Javan

wh O e,

Christian juarterly, II (October, 1927), 355.
25y, Kuriharva, "Village Eva.ng_eliam," Japoan Christian
Quarterly, III (Oclober, 1928), 28-3
24 . noss, "Villager's Idea of Life and Religlon,"
Japan Gnristien guarterly, VI (april, 1931), 137

2511hid.,.
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rural masses, who under the present over-crouded cond:.ti_.ori
can never hope for anything more than a bare living, main-
tain thelr own church and pastor? Dr. fagawa oncc sald that
£ifty sen (aboubt twenty~Tive cents under the old exchange)
& year could be consldered a generous casgh contrib;;t:.on fron
the averagse farm fanily .26 To be sure, this problem will
not affecct the missionary hiaself, as he will recelve sup-
port froi souc egtablished group, such as a‘'Church or a
Missionary Socicty, bus it nevertheless is a problem he will
have to fece when he attempts to put the newly founded mis-
slen congregatlon on its own. The danger is that the poorer
menbers, not belng able to assume thelr share of the support,
may Aarou oub to “seve face.” The result of this, in turn,
ig that the church in a particular village may tend to become
& religious club for the well—to-d.o.27 Some, such as Stone,
rezard this netbter of sclf-support ln the face of village
poverty sz congtituting "the greatest of practical provleuns
in scbiing up a rural programme,“aa but there are others
Wwho believe it can beo solved.>

Gince the surrender, inilation has nede the maintainsnce

Eﬁﬁtone, 0o _g;-_'_t_op D« 20

a7z, ©. Upbon, "One Hillion iisslonaries,” Japan Chrig-

tlan Querterly, XIV (January, 1939), 13.

2851}037\@9 OB cltes Pe 20.
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of Christian schools, a comron missionary asenoy; alifi-
cult, becausc they require greatly increased bud;-;et.s.Bo
But thls, provlem too will tend to fade as the econony rights
itsell,

One final result of the poor state of the Tarmer which
is occcaslonally clted, is the threat of communism. As long
a0 as 1931 the Tollowing appeared in the Japan Christisn
Suarterly:

Zarxlam has already been let loose like a2 flood over

then (the country populace], and indeed has found a

ready response in many hearts. They have nelther the

12:1:.531 :.3.3:%:, through 1lt, nor the power to detect

Here is algo & provlem for the missionary, for while
they bhave blme to discuss darxism, thsy refuse to taite time
to thini of thelr own soul's salvatlon. Actually, howesver,
this is probably less & problem than 1t 1ls one of the ubl-
quitous ecxcuscs thet all pastors get to hear. A&t any rate,
for the tize Leing this threet secms to have been forstalled
as 2 result of the new Land Reform Bill and the Agricultural
Rend justment Lawed2 uhether it will crop up agaln in future
yeers remainz for the future to dlsclose.

One may say then that econcmic stringencles often poae

grave problems for the advance of the Christian Church in

ZOrelisions in Japan, Pe 115.
31z, Ogawa, 9p. cltes Do 1244
32Ber1~i;5an and Ladejinsky, ope. cit., passiu.
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rural arcas. Centurdes of oppression have resulted in a
conservatlive shell which the individual farmer has bullt
around hlaselD - a shell which 1s suspiclious of anything
new, cven in the religlous fleld. The struggle for exla-
tence Leaves the farmer little time in the busy aeason to
think of anything but his work; in the slack season there
ie a tendancy toward pleasure-secking. Financlal burdens
will male sclf-support in any casc a Alfflcult matter.
While the reforas instituted as & result of the occupation
have attenoted to ease the preassure on the farmer and
have thuarted the throat of comaunism in rurel arcas at
lezat temsorarily, overcrowded condltlons and the need for
more land will tend to make a resl solutlion of the condltion

extremcly unlikely,




CHAPTER VI
FUBLIC MORALITY

Generally speaking,; the Jazanese are known for theip
high ldeals of public morallty. Few peoples have zuch high
stendards of Loyelty, end the teaching snd practlce of the
Jepanese on the relutions betwsen parents and children are
perhaps uncxeelledsl As Gulick has satusfactorily showm,
this very brobably etems from the ini‘luence_oi‘ Confucius.2
Yet In one aree at least, Japanese morality (and thls in-
cludes the Jaysnese rural people) has unhappily been as
low as it has Li..(m high in othera, This iz to be found in
the genersl ares of gexX, and poses scrious provleas for the
Christian nissionary. Consequently, no study of the mis-
eilorary's preblens can afford to ignore the moral implica~
tions of this phase of Japanesc culture,

The low position of the woman and privileges attached.
to mogeulinity can be traced as far back as the li4th and
15th centurics when anarchy and warfare prevalled, and a
man could not‘ai‘rord to0 let his property o to & daughter
who could not fight to protect 1t after his death,? This

1s, 1, Gulick, Zvolublon of the Japane (ew York:
Floming 4, Revell Company, ©el303)s Da 259,
2;:2!-_‘-10’ 13. 269.
2y 19 A5 u Higtory. (He~
3G, B. Sensom, Javans A Shord Cultural History.
Vised ed:.tio;; New’!ork: D. Appleton~Century Comzany, Ce.
1943)! P- 562-
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has developed o o point whers today the Japanese ideal of
womanhood is o woman that dutifuliy caters to the man's
every whinm and quistly and subgerviently goes anout her
tasks wlthout complaint. Whercas the man has complete
frecdom in his Qcc-:ue.l life, and may visit a brothel every
evenlng LT he so deslres and otherwlse engege in illicit
love afiairs, the woman may not aect in a slmllar mammer
but must in every case submit to him and remeln true to
him.4 siznce only very rerely is she loved by her husband,5
Japanese vomen often develop hystori, a term applied to 21l
women !mown for thelr instability, nervousness, or promis-
culty .6 This iz not so common among farm women as it 1s
emonz clty and urban women, however, since the furm wonan
exercipcs mors freedom iz what she says and does than the
well-bred Japanese woman Ll |

In certain rurel localities,the trial marrisge is very
commonly precticeds This lasts three days during which tiae
the bride steys at the house of ths groom. If the famllies
of both the bride apd the groom comsider 1t & favorable
mateh after this period, the marriage is allowed to com-

tinue snd may or may not be followsd by & wedding ceremony.

43y, F. Zubree, Suye Mura: i Japane Vi;l_%ge‘ { Chicago:
Universi*:t.y of Chica’.,:;o Press; ©+1939) s DDe 175~0s

5ibid., pe 177.
61bid., p. 175
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Littie de'_ue-nds on the feelings of the bride and the groom,
the parents haviag almost the entire say in the matter,8
Dlvorce is by common consents But when there 13 no
mutual cossent and actidn must be brought, the woman does

not hsve the same rights asz does the m.n.g Consequently,

the diverce rate is high, and would be higher if 1t were

not for the fact that quite {requently, 1T not usually,
the marriasze iz nob recorded in the villege office until the
Llrat child has been horn.LY

Onee married, a woman's 1ife is characterizzd by mono-
tonous drudgery and ‘toil. Thip applies more partlicularly
%o the country woman, as may be scen from the followings

Cord Ltdlons o 1ifc for a rural woman are essentially
AlTferent from those of her clty cousins. She has

the rosponsiinility not only for work withiy the hone,
but during the busy spring and summer months alza nust
wordt all day wlth her husbend in the fielde, often
carrying a baby on her back. Her chlldren may have

to start corly for a distant school house, while older
sous and daughters go by train to attend a city high
school; this makes it necessary for her tg rlisc very
early bto prepare breaifost %?d }mche:iatc;hioﬁ}galittle
10 relicve the monotony of the long w >y monthe,
wgth ra; ;-:ﬁucat.ional o? spiritual advantages, wilch the.
town end clty efford. Little wonder theat 'nim:‘r fi.rmerg
Wlves grow old fefore their time, and are withercd an
bent at forty.r

The country women are Eenere_.lly unciuvcated and even

6Ibi‘i., p. 211'
9'\5!.!1'101:, Bie ii_'_tf_i} BDs 265.

loéi:ubree, 0Op. clitiy Do 2130
11z, b, oads, "Rural Women," Japan Christian Quartsrly,
VI (4pril, 1951), 127,
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more superstitious then arc the men. When they are faced
with e ALfficult sltuatlion, they go to fortunc tellers for
advice or buy a talisman to soothe their anxlcties. 2 fThe
expericnce of one Christian worker will show to what extent
the Japanese country woman is expected to stay at home ard
tend to her vori, and that her efforts to broaden hersclf
are actuelly Irowncd upon by many husbands.

When with the late Bishop Honda, I once went to a

country place in Kanagawe Prefecture to hold & women's

rellglous meetin;; at the home of a leading Christlan

in the town, we were surprised to note the presence

of an unusual number of women, It was seld to be a

record attendance in the history of the town. ALt

thot tine, incredible as it apoeara, we were informed

by a lady in the audlence that it was her first chance

to go out of her house since she was marrded and coae

to reside in it.13

]

when a child 1s borm, which 1s sald to be the most im-
portant scrvice of woman,ll" there are few midwives and sven
fewer doctors in the rural areas. Hor woulid the average
Tarm wonan have the few yen necessary for thelr remunera-
tlon. Instead the nelghboring women and friends gather
together and give their services, &5ince they have 1ittle
ides of panitation, child-bed fever and frequent loss of

1life iz comson,t3

12, Usaki, "The Evangelistic Task Before the Church,"
Jdavan Christian Guarterly, I (January, 1926) , 31,

13&-'
14&1. Sugiyama, "The Rural Problea ;" Japan Chrlstian
SQuarterly, VI (4pril, 1931), 112,
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Frostitutlon 1ls a very prevalent evil throughout Japan,
There are at 15-2.;;.‘5 four types of prostitutes in Japan: the
cigha, the Jjoro (licensed proastituts), the waltress in the
country cafe, and the streemmli:eralé Although in the city
the geisha is not necessarily inaoral, in the couniry the
tern is frequently used synonomously with _,1:_:_:;9_.17 The same
may be sald of the cafe waltresses and hotel malds, ninety
Der cznt of which are sa2ld to be immoral ,1€

Stotistics from onc country village reveal that of the
467 girls agcd 17 to 25, fifty-seven or 12.4 'per cent were
engaged by the owmers of llcensed houses alone.r? oreover,
of the 162 outgolny female workers from the toun 57 were
listed as registered prostitutes, 18 as private prostitutes,
12 as geigha, and 26 as waltresses in cafes - a total of
113 or 70 per cent engaged in iamoral work 120
The basic reason for so high a percentage of women en-
geged in immoral work is probably & result, as sone believe,

of the econcmic plight of the farmsr. é’t}st. after a typhoon,

drought, or flood has destroyed the crops, agents Tor the

16z, Matsumi " pural Uepression and the Traiflic in
""'Omel”-a““-]a:;‘;g ugﬁ;{g%ia;: Quarterly, X (January, 1935): 9.
17.5:11:\1’0(—:, OD. c;tup De 177

18, frice, Koy % Jgaven. (Wew Yorks The John Day
companyl 9'1946), Ds L]
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brothels come through the villages and offer the farmer
gome money for hile pretilest davghters It 1s when the far-
mer ls in such a AlfTloult financlal position that he dis
mogt lllkely %o part with her., The average price juast before
World Wer II wes about forty dollars for a glrl of ten yeara
0ld, leoo for one younger.~ This rather frequent custom
is not porticulariy frowned upon ae it would pe in the
Wests?? In Jaouary, 1946, Generel HacArthur banned such
sclling of glirlas for the purposes of prostitutlon ,24 but
it is o e noted that officlally the trafflc in women had
been outlawed since 1872,25 but the lew was never rigldly
cniorced, Gince many men cannot afford a real mistreas or
too many trips to town to visit the gelgha, there is usually
a widow in the bupaky who 1o also available for some small
conslderation.20

There is a general lack of modesty to be found espe=
clelly in the more remote country villages. One may ofben
8ce men ond women welking home ptark naked from the puklic

Lol dow

bath house cven in midwinber.2! Shopiteepera often sit in

221bid.
23;."111'}1‘6.99 22. w'.' p. 177.

24 janan: Girl Freedom,” Newsyeek, XVII (February 4,
1946) o0 Da 2!'5-'
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a tub of weter under the counter and only o.ccasiozsally
stepplng out to reach a aripolng hand for sone article of
goods from the nhelves.aa Although mixed bething has been
ontlawed, often the subllic bathe merely have separate en-
trances marized "ien" and "Womeng" but once inside thers ls
but ore comuon bath. ¥Sometimes," reports Price,' "the two
sections of the bath are divlided only iy & bamboc poig, or
by & sbring, or e panel of glass."29

Among; the chliliren aex gases are very common,?° A
partice it is the women particularly that cngage 1n lewd
darcing end pantomime and sing ribald songs Il The monotony
of the work in the ficld ls very often rclieved by coarse
Jokes of a sexual naturz.32 Since the end of tho war & ncw
evil hoz arisen in the form of pormographic literature. As
& reault of the extreme shortage of paper, publlishera are
Printing 1ittle thet is not readlly salable, and thls means
12ttle that is not obscenc,?d

The occupation haz done little to improve these moral

1e
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dqriciencios. The writer himeel? observed that American
soldlers frcquent the brothels almoet as often as do the
Japenesce themsclves s9% 4g a result of the difficult living
condltions slnce the war'’s end therc has been an increase
in the nuuber of streetwalikers throughout the country 2
Nowhere has the writer found any refcrence that might in=-
dlcate thalt hous=g of prostitution have becer anything but
condoncd., Furthermore, the introduction of the modern dance
and klssing in publlic by American perzonnel (both of which
are congldercd lewd by Japanesc morsl atnndards) have often
left the average Japonese with the imbression that his
morality can hardly be improved uwpon by a lesterner,

The problems which all of these things presedt to the
migsionery nesd hardly be elaborated upon. idany of them
liec mercly in the fact that thesc conditions exist. To
what cxtent can the missionery ignore the sociel evils as
presentcd above? Can he ignore them at all? If he cannot,
what ateus cen he take in his own locality to lmprove the
situation? fThese arc questions he must both ask and answer

-

to the sabisfaction of his own consclence.
Some claim that because the chief interests of the

country ncople sesms to be "the women with the gamigen (a
three~ptringed gultar) and the pake bottle," it 1s 4Alffi~

ious places on the
to February, 1946.

3"’i‘hc author was statlioned ln var
Island of Honshn from Septeaber, 1945,

35H¢ Ghﬂpmﬂn, m- mq
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cult to £ind o polot of contect with theas3® Perhaps the
whole aoral gquestion as 1t presents itsclf in rural Japan
ls dirzetly related to ths struggle for existence outlined
in the previocus chapter, the people having little tine for
an goprceelation of spiritual values,.

Furthcrmore, they have little sense of wrongdoling in
connection with many of these practlces. For instance, as
Ma been geen, a man 1s not particularly looked down upon
for sclling his daughier; and in fact a girl would bring
dishonor to heor family AT she should refuse to comply. Iy
submitiling to the will of her father in this matter, she
is helpine to preserve the faumily in lts distress.?! In the
matter of nixed public bathing Japanese fesl no shamac or

enge of impropriety, for according to thelr view any ex-

6]

posure of the body incldental to hezlth and cleanliness is
proger. It becomes improper only when it 1s done mercly to
"show off o pretty i‘igure.“38 Usually o Jepanese wlll re-
fuse %o loock where he lnows somcone ls cxposed. 3Some fecl
that the overcrowded conditions have necessltatcd these
mores, is such exposure under these conditlone thereifore
less sinful’ Can o Christian contiaus to practice thea in

view of the crowded corditions and lack of propecr bathing

365, 4. srickson, "Away From the Beaten rath," Japaz
Christian guarterly, I (April, 1926) ; 136,

3Txatsuniya, ope. cibes D 135.
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facllitics 1u his own home? These erc the problems wlth
which the missiovary must cope,

Another problem facea the missionary in rezord to
reaching the rural women, many of whom ore only occasionzlly
pernitted to atbend publle functions. " They wlll often have
to be evangellzsd 11; their homem.2? This is best done
throuzh othier women, but there are few women workere evall-

4 erheps the solution 1s to be found in having one

ablc,
woman lead another ,41 but with the wonan'es heavy burden of

work and littlc avallable time, even this poscs somewhat of

-
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CHARPTER VII
THE M1SBIORARY HIMSELF

Tihe-re are csrtaln problems that arise for the Chris-
tian missionary to the rural areas of Japan as a result of
his own background, especlally if he is a forelgner. Vhile
aqulte often they are the same difficultlies that a Christian
minister in the home country who had been ralsed in an urban
area would face were he to be sent to a rural comaunity at
home, they nevertheless must be considered,

Wherces 4in Japanese urban areas a forelgn missionary's
native knowledge of inglish (or some other foreign toungue)
ond his queint customs are an asset, this is not the case
in the country.2 His belng a Westermer, as is frequently
the ecase, is all too apt to give the false lapression that
Christisuity is a Western religlon.? In letters received
from Japencse acquaintances made since the armlstlce in
Japan; the author has observed a stubborn tendency to equate
democracy and Christianity in the minda or. the Japanese even

though ho has repeatedly emphasized to these people that

1:

I‘iq

P, Hassell, "hRural Zvangelisa," Javen Christisn

Quarterly, IfI (October, 1928), 337

2 : u in Christlan Rural Per-
Ae Ho Stone, DAfficultl es IX (January, 1934), 21.

meation,” Japan Christian Quarterly,
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thies is not true,

The gtandard of 1llving in the rural areas will quite
neturally be lower than in the city., This wlll pose some-
what of & phyaslcal problem for the migslonary who has al-
weys had modern conveniences gt his disposal. One rural
misslonary couments:

Village houses are mecant for folk who live most of

thelr tiane out~of~doors: Hence lighting, ventilation,

and convenlences are not sultable for an indoor nerson,
dud floor kitchens are models of inconvenlence excspt
in the newer houses. A part of our lightest furnlture,
which we took wlth us, invoked comments from our
nelighbors about 1ts ponderousnees and quantity. To
keep warn in winter we subsltuted @19] glass for na-

per doors and lnstalled one stove.

Food iz more difficult to obtain, oddly enough, than 1t
ie in the clty. Heat, except for poultry and fish, and fresh
Vegeteblcs ere obtalnablc only intermittently'and are usually
of inferior guality. Canned goods and, in fact, all manu-
i‘actv.{rsf-. articles are more expensive than in the city - when
they can be obtained at all, Even the frult is often not
for sale, as it is contracted to brokers while 1t is =still
green,>

The migsionary will be handicapped if he has not spent
a good portion of his past 1life in a pural atmosphere.

This epplics as well to the natlve worker as it does to the

nyillsge Life - A iHlsslorary

JIIHQ’ -‘.'t.'!lﬁ H. BOVEﬂkerK: a rterl 9 x (Jlﬂ.y,

Family's ixperience," Japan Christlan

S1hi4,
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misslonery. He must Pe able to understand the problens
of the Tarmer and seec thinge from his viewpoint. This is
not somcthing that one can acgulre from the study of rural
cconoml.ce and soclology in a city aeminaﬁy, but 1is rather
e thing that cenanates Irom personal exverlence in a rural

nrca.6 This experlence is necessery in order to get a

Ae it is, it will often prove very difficult to find
such & point of contactes The misslonary wlll have to be
acguaintel with the customs and culture of hle orca, and
with the gencral psychology of the people with whom he will
worit & Although the general condition of the farmers 1s
the same throughout the country, thelr fecllngs, thelr cus-
toms, and their very lenguage differs from one locality to
the next.” Gonseguenbly, the misslonary or native worker
must know something of local history, local ceonomlcs, and
local standerds of living. This agein is not to be obtained
by scientific sbudy, but rather by actuelly entering into

the 1life of the peoule.lo The oxtent of this hiatus between

6-’-‘10 'L-l-. 5‘50!‘!6, _0_2. m.. po 17.
Ts. 1. sriclkeon, "Away From the Beaten Paths,” Japan
hrigtian gusrterly, L (4pril, 1926) 5 139«
85 . mauicada. "he Christisn Hessage and R
dapan Christian cuarterly, II (July, 1927), 243
en and Thelr = €~

9%, oOsawn, "The Villages of Jap a :
1izet1§n,2L3;gén éh:istigg guaprterly, VI (april, 1931), 124

101pid., pe 125.

urzl Japan,"
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the Christian worker and the rural man can be scen from the
following:
The Tarmer and thoe figherman live in an entirely dif-
Terent thought-world from that of the congregations
'_I_'}I*GSF:‘:._’!'C- at our Hlble and cooking clasaes., They also
live in & differcat thought-world from that of the
misalonary and the Japanese minister, The diffcercnce
consleta, among other things, in dress, education,
culiure, and Linanclal clrcumstances, + ¢ « The Chris-
tlen heralds iu thelr automoblle hustle by the faraer
wlth his loaded cart or dodge hlm on the orowded atreset,
and there is the mutual_ fecling that the two partlea
have Little in common.ll
Willaxd vrice, who spent many years in Jepan as & wrl-
ter, Lo of the opinion that the longer one 1s in the country,
the less hco understands of the Japanese.l2 He quotes the
former Anbassedor Grew as having replied when asked what the
Japsmese would do in o certain crisis, "'l don't krows o o
Sut asik any of the tourists out here. They 11 tell you, '"13
missionary wlll need to exercise care in presenting
hic mezsage to the dapenese rurel psople especially, Not
that he will comprosise his message at all, but, although
highly litcrate, it canmot be sald that the Japanese rural
peosle are hignly cducated. The missionary mast pregent his
mesaase "in language end backgrounds which rexder it under-

8t00d by cven the most 1lliterate medbers of the rursl

1lxuss0ll, one Glbes Do 3380
12;, srice, ey Lo Japen (New Yoris The John Day Com-~
pany, c.1946), p.'ﬂ'

131p1a,
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group,"l‘z" Ordinary tracts are often too difficult for use
in rursl communitics. ? Yet & probleam arises herc too, for
qulte of'ten there are gome enlightened people in a rural
group that may be repulsed by what may appe;ar to be an over-
simplifiecation ..16 Zven the ordinary fermer does not like
to feel that the speaker is “"talking down" to him.17 Thue
the nisclonary will constantly have to guard against over-
slmplification and a condescending attltude on the onc hand,
and beliny nipundcrstood on the other, Frof, . C. Zimnei~
mann, who hesds the Mission School at Concordia Scalnary,
St. Louip, and who spont fourtsen years as a missionary in
Chiima, relisted to the author that on one occaslon an Crisnt-
al pastor, Hev. Vel T'j.en—p'.ei, t0ld him 'never- to say, "I
will teach you," bhecause thus the missiohary places hiaseld
in relation to hls hearer as tescher to pupll, irn other
Wwords, above his hearer. This may be noticsd at omec and
even mesented, He should rather say, "I will tell you,"
which pute hin on e foobing of equallly. , -

Other than o sincere love for the people and a sincere

desirec to win their souls for the Lord Jesus, gerhapss the

14z, 4, glari, "Princliples of the New Rural Church Ad-~

vance," Jeanan Christian Year Book 1940, editsd by C. W.
I@.ah;.rt_ﬁﬁiymﬁﬁmmmn Tateraturs soclebty, 1941),
p. 1420

153‘1’13&’:50!1, DD« Mg. Do 137|

16015!.1‘3, _O_P.Q m" p. 1#‘20

17.‘51'.01:@, 0ne cib.s PPe 18-94
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mogt outstondlng characteristic that a missiorary to rurel
arcas mual possess ip patlence, The ack of patience is
cited as one of the most common reasons for failure in coun~
Iy woric, ¥  ihe worker must be prapafed to stey five or
ten years, or oven his entire lifetime in one iocality it
necaﬂsary.193u¢1yama spent £iiftesn years in evangelistic
vork Auong dapensse villagers and has this to say:

when you go from a city into a village, the rursl peo-
plc at firat seem very reserved, and do not make Ifriends
aulelkly, rather they watch you from g distance. IFor
anout & year you are belng exanined and tasted, and af-~
ter o whole year the most you may hops for is to have
it sald of you, "That person looks like one who would
not o wrongi" LBy the end of the second year they may
aay ol you, "He is a good mani" and by the end of the
third year gradually you may be able to begin to do
somne Chrigtian wori. Therefore to the mlsslonaries 1n
this audience I would say that i you send an cvange-
Ligt o a village and fesl that becauee he has had no
regults in three yesre' time, you must cherge him to
another place, you willl never succeed, You need the
courage to trust him to stay in.one villaege three or

by b

even iive years without results.20

It would be unfeir to say that the missionary's belng
a foreipgner is always and in every instance a detriment to
the causc of the Gospel. On the contrary, the foreign
migsicnary possesses &b lcast two poslitlive advantages.
Flrst, the average Japanesé looks upon him as an authority

on Christianity, and what he says is taken as firstehend end

- 18, ogewa, "Rural Women," Japan Christian Suartorly,
VI (April, 1951, 1256
e, Uzaki, “Tﬁe svangelistlc Task Before the Church,"

Japan Christian quarterly, I ( Jenuary, 1926),; 30.
b 1]
20y, Sugiyoma, "The vangeliszatlon of Villeges,” Japan
Christiagn gugrterli, II (October, 1927), 356
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denendables. Escondly, the saerifice that he ic congidered
to have madco in loaving his own country (especlally if 1t
is o prospercus conbtry like the United States), in learning
o strange langusge, and living in the interlor where the
comfortns he is accustomed to are often found wanting, sivés
sllent but strony vacking to his measage in the eyss of many
of the people.2l

Then also, the average Japanese soon places full confl-
dence in the Torelgn missionary, for he wants someone to
whot he con reveal hils inmost thoughts - & thing he would

b4}
rarcly do with one of hls own TR0C -2

211:".5:5311_. op. eitey Do 337,

22, | ¢, zimsermamm, as told first-hand to the author.,




CHAPTER VIIZ
HISCHLLANEOUS GOESIDKRATIONS

There arc 2 few miscellaneous matters which ouzght to
be consid.red as provlems wilth which the missionary to
Jepan's rural arces should e famlliar. some of them have
been brought closcr to solution by the American Oecugaticn,
while others mercly require less explanation and hence arec
afforded lcas apace. .

Jesus Christ was not content to rest éfter ne had
cared for a man'g goul. Iven the oasual resder of the New
Testament will have noted the many references to ihe_Lord's
healin; of physiocal disecascs and allments. As His follower
the Christisn missionary will be concerned with the phy-
8leal well-belng of those to whom he coacs.

Beforc 1945 this was o rather serlous problem, Disease
tooit o hizh toll of lives every ycar. In 1934, for instance,
there were 18 deaths for every 1,000 Japenese, whereas two
Jears ago there were ouly 12 deaths per 1,000 population.t
Conditions were perticularly bad in the country where doctors
were fou snd ill-trained. OSome doctors were little better

than quacke.® The death rate in one village, which ls

.

1"9:3.1'15;@1- in Japan: Too :dany People," Ue.S. News & Horld
Report, XXVII (Zeptember 9, 1949), D. 20,

23, F, imbrec, juye Muras A Japanese Village (Chlcago:
Univergity of Chicégo rrepg,; Ce 39;, De 2250
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probably typical of the rural areas throughout the country,
was 24.4 per 1,000,.2

Credlt Tor the inprovement in the five years slnce the
war is larpgcly due to Zrigadler General Crawford Sams, who
has dircctcd the medical prograa carrisd on throughout Japan
by the U, 5. #illtary Government.“ “illions of rats were
k;llad in a nation-wlde extermination effort.5 Iﬁ December,
1945, therce were 31,141 cases of typhus at one time. Now
there arc rarely as many as 50 cages atb once.6 In the years
1945 and 1948 there were 17,800 cases of small pox. The en-
tire populaetion of the country was vaccinated, and in 1948
there were only 29 cascs reportcd.7 Diptheria is dowm &3
per cent, and there has been no known case of cholerc since
Decealber, 1945.8 In 1945 the death rate from tuberculosls
was 280 pecr 100,060 population, This has beer reduced o
181 per 100,000 (in 1950, presumably).® Thus this protlem

of health sccms o be on its way toward aolution.

3H. Nishilkiorl, Togo-iuras A Villame ip Northcrn ,f-“”"g —-—g“"g”'
translobed from the dJapancse by T. S5ano ancapnotaue ty %
F. Zmbree (Wew York: International Secrstariat Instltute o

Pacilfic Relations, 1945)s pe 12.

4%, Holliday, "Jagan Discovers Hodern Hedicine,” The
feader's Dipest, LVIII (aprils 1951), De 110.

Sibid., ps. 110-Le
6ipid,., p. 111,
T1paa.

B1pid,

21pid.
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fmother problem whlch has been aentioned ir the past
arisca ouib ol the strong nationalism of the country people,lo
& dlrect result of the unification of the people's rcliglon
with thelr patriotlam by the Japaiese Governmeﬁt lcaders.ll
This 1z no longer the problem that it was with the geparation
of the stats and religlon as At now exlsts in i&pan, but
whether future yeers will bring this problem to the curface
agedn 1s a moot question. There are some who corntend that
the militarists will once agaln regain control of Japan not
long alter the occupation 1ls withdrawn,t2 Others bclieve
that the Japanese Government will apdnmor & Christian movew~
ment ord upe Vhristlanity as a "secret weapon” to win the
confidence of Anerdean Christians,? If this is the case,
the first signs of the real intent of the Japancse will
becoue evident in the rural areas where the natlonalistic
feeling has zlways been atrongeat-14 At the present, how-
ever, therec seems to be no evidence of thise

A more immedlate difficulty is to be found in the
hostility that exists bstween the country people and thoss

103, 4. Felton, "The Aural Church in Japan (I)," dapen
Christian quarterly, XIIT (January, 1938), 25.
lrvig.

12y, Price, Key ko Japan (Hew York: The Johun Day Com-
hany, Cul9£!6)’ p._%ﬁa

131pia,

14, . R, stone, "Difficultics in Christian Rural Fer-
@eatlon," Japan chﬁiatigg yuarterly, IX (January, 1934) , 14.
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of the city. OLtone flatly declares that the mixing of towm
and village pGOylé togéther in one congregetion is an "lm-
possibility"19 Yet felton claims that a study of the Vo- _
cationaly memberghip of the tbun churches dlescloscs that they
are'lar@ely mede up of farmers from surrounding villages.

"In fact,” he states, "in many of them the msjority of the
members arc farﬂers."ls
Finelly, there are some who claim that the lack of
unlty =son; Christlanc foras one of the greatest of problems
in advancing the Gospel in rural arcaa Ll Churches are clus-

tered together in cities without much planning, leaving 95

per ccut or more of the rural areas virtually untouched by
the Lospcl.le Zerhape the resason for this is a realization
by mlesion directora that many, if not most, of the villagss
bave stopped growing in teris of popu;ation,;? whercas the
town and city population is growlng by leaps and pounds.ao
Hence, there is a reluctence to take on more rural work.
Hevertheless, the need remains, and a co~operative effort

among Christisn churches may be necessary to fulTill it.

L5703a., D 19

161"@1t0i‘3, 0D _0_."!_._1._':_., Dl 26-9.

17H. iicholson "ﬁﬁral Zvangelism - oome Practical Sug-
S@etions,“hJagan Christian quarterly, XI (July, 1936), 238.

18relton, op. cites Do 28,

1911 shikiorl, op. cit.
200 pansor in Japan: Too Hany People,” De 0.




CORCLUSION

Since the purpose of this study has been to lavesti-
gate the pronl £ the missionary to rural areas in Japan,
rather than a study of one particular problem, there arc few
concluslions that_nced be drawm. The study has revealed that
there are indeed serlous probvlema that arise froa the family
gyotcen and the communliy solidarity that exists in these
rural arcas, from the financlsl sgtatus of the farmer, Irom
his idecan of morality, and from his culiural and religlous
cam.a Lo 6

some of thesc prbhlems have bsen brought closer to
solution by the influcnce of the American Occupation in the
last Live ycars. Its land reforms, health nmeasurcs, and the
almost conylete sesaration of the Shinto Aeligion from the
Japencac State that it has effected have been vartlcularly
signiricant in this commection, Here and there this same
oceupation hos perhaps insdvertently brought on new orou-

ems, especiaily in the area of publlc morallty. liowever,
from the matericl avallable it scems safe ©0 assert that

from the misalonary's point of view the American Occupatlion

ST YTEILN

hes done more good than herm for the spreading of the Chris-

tlan Gogpal.

The problems of community solidarity and the conservas

tisz that the farmer is often sald to possess will probably

becone lese acute ap time goes on end the influcnce of
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Western ldcoog, modern industrializetion, and mechanlzation
of Japancge Jerms le more and more felt in the hinterland,
Other prolicms, such as the financizl status of the farmer
resultlng, as It does, dircetly from the lack of land avall-

akle Topr farair although Tor the time helng nartliaelly re-

"lieved by the new land reforms, eppear to be much farther

from a real solution,

At thils writing General Douglas HacArthur has just
been reiieved of his post as Supreme Comuander for the
Allied Powsrs in the Fap Iaast, and there much tall of a
peace treaty betwewn the Allles and the Japancse, Yhether
thesc changes will have any effcct on the mission work

among the rursl Japanesc remaing for the futurs to dis-
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