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School anc\ threa:t.ening ba.d marks 1n ld:,s daily schoQ1 
WOl"k and i'U1•ther punishment, shouJ.d he 1ns1st on 
i'OllO\fillg ,and studying the Joous fiel1g1on. So Ml\Ch 
reaontment and bitter f'eol1116 wae stirred up at ths.t 
t1m~, that to this day no hall or ~t1va.te bouse can 
be secured for Olu1.st1an services .:,o 

Another problem that ai-1ses rrom this rel1510ua pic­

ture is fou.nd in the translation of oorta1n rol1~1ous words 

such as 12God11 a.nd 11wo1"ship.11 f he m1sa1onary must. a.ak h1m­

selt: \ibat a.re tbe mental conoepta behind these tCU"ms'l 

For the i··eat er11er t here ~a a 10113 ~:l.,stor1cal dovelopme-nt · 

that li es b eh1r1d these terms. 'tl~th the· result that these 

,1ordo heve attained at lea~t. a Christian colorir1g.37 But 

what, f.or i nstance,· does the 11ord 1!!,s, _wh:,.cb 1s transle.tsi 

"God" mGo.n to the Japaneoe'i Etymol.og1ce.lly, it ma:, mean 

littl e mo1;ia than "exalted be1ng11 or 11dem1..;god. u:,8 This may 

be seen f rom the toregoins presentation ot the various 

deiti es 1D r:udclhism a.11d Shinto. All of these are called 

kam1. This \•iord has e. wide variety· o'f meaninss from simply 

"upper 11 or "above" to tJ:ie. hishest cohcept1on or th,e deity, 

and co~sequently the tranol~tors· of the Bible were forced 

to use 1t.:;9 t urthermore, the Chinese ideosraph. used to 

"spel.111 or transcribe this word bas tbe basic meaning ot 

36». o. 3ucb.an&llt " Newspaper E.ira..YJSeliem. as Related to 
Rural Wor!t,~ 11 Ja.p~ ghr' st1a.n O,,µartE>rl;y;, Xl (January, 1936) , 
PP•· ·19 ... 20 • 

:5'i!i '1emins, .211• git•, P• ~• 

:,8:(.bid• 

39Ib1d.-
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spirit, spirlta, o~1r1tuoJ., divine , s ods, etc. Ao a result, 

the t erm r GC'iUire s continual e."<l)lana.t1on, and muot aluafs be 

born i n 1n : oy the m1ss1onary lest m1sunaoreta?ld1ng arise. 

Virtually ·the same problem e::dsto with tho 1-rorda "trorEh1p'' 

e.nct. "d.ivi :;e. 11 -40 " 1ra:i.lerly, s1n 1a conco1vc.d or a& little 

mor:.:: t h..'Ul _ hysical. i rnpurity, which probably accounts for the 

cuoto~ or : r c~uent bet hing amoIJ8 the Japanese paople .41 

Yet it roust not b imagined that these ditf!culti~s 1n 

con .ecti on ,-:i t.h t he r eligious th1nlt1n or the people are . 
1nelll'::1ount abl e . e has been shown, "the difficulty a1'1ses 

not t.1.•om t he at ructure or the brain, nor rrom the inherent 

race cha.1•a.cter , but solely :rrom the diversity of hitherto 

preva1l i1'~ syst sms of thoU{;ht.. 1142 Therefore, there 1e, 11t­

tl~ z·~-aaou t o beliove that under the 1mpact or the Christian 

Goep Gl , t hese pe.tterne or th1nid.ng cannot be subste.nt1a.J.l.y 

cha.113od, a c hs.a i ndeed occurred at t1r11.as 1n the pant under 

sover~m•::-nt preosure. 43 

"°Ibid. 

41s . L. Gul1c t , ji:'Volut1on ~ .-. J~pr.eso ( Ne,1 Y:ork: 
ii•lem1ng H. Revell Oo. ~ c.1903), PP• ,i, t~ 

42Ib1d., P• 330 

43l,b1d. , p • "!)27 . -



CHAP~ll:R V 

EX:c>NOl 10 CONSIDL~'l'IONS 

The stru.~ele for survival 1s one which all peoplo of 

all t1mo have ha.d to face. For some the strussle bao not 

been too h..-u-d . For the Japanese f'armer 1 t he.a al.ways been 

vecy d1ff1cult,1 o.nd bad been becomins more d1ff1cult as 

time tJent on a111,111G the t1ret half of the Twentieth CentUI"'J. 

~·ihere::~s 1n l9ll the av0r£16e Japanese farmer \ffiB 1:,5 yen 1n 

debt ( th6· yen having a. par value of t .50), 1n 19:57 th1s in­

debt ·dness ha.cl risen to about 1,000 Jetn. per i'a.rmer.2 tfuen 

1t 1o considered that the net annual. income or the farmer 

after d~duct1n3 f'ar.m. and household exponoos .t,as onl.y 132 ■7 

Jen per ta.mil:, , the _ 1115ht o~ these farmers 1s brought' 

sharyly into focus., 

There are several :ra.cto1"s v1h1ch have beQll respons1b1e 

to n c3rset extent for this co11d1t1on. In the .f'1rot place, 

1 t must be understood that a1tb.ough the arm 01' Japan proper 

1s s1v~ as 146,651 sq.wire m1leo, only beti1ee11 15 and 20 

per ce.,t o:=: this lan<.l, or approx1matelJ 15,000 ,ooo acres, 

1G-. B. ~aneom, Japan: A ~hort Cultural. HiatO£Y : (Re­
V1aed ed1t1on.; Ne~, X01~k: D. Appleton .. centuey Complln), c •. 
1943), p. 172 ~ .11• 

2o. B. Creasey, ~•.1 L§pda and r eoplE: (1·1:;w Yorlt Bnd 
London: !•lcGra11-H1ll Eook Compony, Inc•, c .19~) , P • 197 • 
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1.s arable. 4 \11th about 6,000,000 farm :families attem:9tiD6 

to matte a. livi1"?g off this land, each lamily baa an avera.oe 

of.' about 2.5 acres, trh1ch is abo1,1t t.wo acres short of the 

ac.rea.e;e necessary to 1ae.ke farmi11s 1n .iape.n prof1 table.5 

It 1e litt l e wonder then that the 1'ermer s~ould be growing 

poorer every year~ 

!mot l'ler factor responsible•, to some degree at lea.st, is 

the., con.EH~l"Ve.tiam· of tho ra.rmer. l:111.le this io probably a 

result, of' t he econ"om1c a1tua.t1on more tha.11 it is a cause, it 

nevGrthel es s do~s !llay a part. I-!1s tendency to adher£ to 

old methoe,la 1?19.ltea the .tar.mer hes1 tant to try sc1ent11'1c a.gr1-

cuJ. tux:v.1 !lletb.oda , 6 

r-:ore i r1t£>01•tent than this 1n the: period before and 

dw:•1:n · · :01"'l d ; ·a.1' II \fas the oppression he bad to bear .f'rom 

ell qua.r.tsra, 

Ther e 1a an ancient Ja.nanese ea.yins that the t'arC11er 
1s likG the sesame seed - the more you squeeze, the 
more:; you get, Since. time 1mmemor1a;L, Japa11ose land­
lords, m1lita.r1ots, nobles, 1ndustr1~1sts and govern­
ment officials have proved the truth of the a.dase, The 
farJUers oaid tor the civil 1mrs and the 1nduotr1aliza­
tio:n that .followed· them-. 1'hey paid for the luxuries or 
t he nobles and tbe absentee landlords and tor the eaaa 
of the small reaid.&nt landl.01'Cls" A?Jd they met the 
e~ctio11s ot ~heir many masters w1th the produce from 

4I t.Ti~ b r tnr>es on ~a (Ohi~A-"01 Un1vors1til .... of ~ L'< uO e' cef %1;\ . ·- • --g 

Ch1cago Press 0 19,a0
, PP, 207• • 

Snf :aerr1&,m and LadeJ1nskJt "Japa.'ll•s Commun1,sts Lose 
a Battle," Sat«k\EAAJ &XGiPS Post., ~C,OCl (Jo.nuary 8, 1949~, 
P, 102, . · . · 

61,. osa.wa '·'The Villages of Japan and The1:, E.va.ne;;l1za­
t1on," ~apa.n Obr.1st1an §ll:latterlf·• VI (Apr1l, 19.,1), 12.,. 

• I 



,, 
from f ragnent s of· overworked polluted land not large 
e11ougl~ or rich enough to support the1r tam111es.7 

As i ~dicat ed above , the farmer help3d to industrialize 

the na.t:ton t h1"01.15h taxation. Hie money tras used to subs,.-. 

d1ze r~,i l1·oacle , s hi pp1ri.g and other 111dustr1cs and to build 

up the ar~ed f or coa of the country.a A preferential system 

of i ncome "r.ax.es me.de this possible . .Just p1'1or to the t;a.r 

f1 u:r.-es sho\'Jed t ru.i.t 1n the t\n."lual income sroup ot 300 yen 

pea.sant,o pe.id 35 pta• cent 1n taxes, while :nanu:f'acturers 

:;.>a.itl. onl y 1 • 5 _ or cent m'ld .cie1•che.nts 12. 5 per cent.. In the 

500 yen inco e bz•ac!teit the la.11d holder pa.id 51 per cent, 

peasant propr1-tors 31.5, ms.nufa9turera 18, and meroha.nts 14 

per c ent. 'l'hue 11' a f ari1er bad 1n income of 5,000 Jen, his 

1ncot1e tax \·w.o 1,,95 y 011 l'ibils it' he 11 ved in a city the tax 

uas onl y 701 yen.9 

i.1.11ot her i njustice of which these figures take no account 

was t he, p1"a ot:lce of a.ssoasing the tax on the i'arm f a:nilJ as 

1f it were a s i ngl.6 individual, thus putting the3 inn 

bJ.(9\er i nCl)U!C bi"a.cket althougn there may have been aa many 

as t en ~;a. .. ~ ee.rners 111. the .raJnlly that the 1nco!!le be.d to 

support.10 

Nevertheless,, a.13 late a.a April, 19-44,· u.s . Governme?1t 

7:ee:r:•risan 0.11d LadeJ1nslq, SB• sll•, P• 28. 

8craeaey, ~• ~., !>• 196. 

9lb1d., P• 197, 

10~--e Price , Key 19. J&Jlflll• ( New xorka 'lhe John DaJ 
Company, c .1946) , p. 52 • • 



monitors o-verheo.rd Radio Tolcyo crit1c1z·e Jap&IJcse :t"arr..Aera 

for their "love oi' J.UXU1'1eu and ge.1et1es11 and urge them to 

save a quarter or their meagre income for emergenc1eslll 
. 

But. :l. t ,-1a.a not oppraao1on by tbe .government aJ.o:ne that. 

made t hi n5s d1f1'1cult for the pmsant. seventy Pel" cent of 

the 6,000,000 f'o.rr.1 1'am111es. wm•e tenants or part tenants. 

f"'91n the rule \i&s 11 &11 the tratf1c can bear," e.s le..'l'ldlords 

chal•e:,ed 50 pe1• cent or mor-e oi' the crop rental. This left 

the farmGr about 30 per cent of h1s crop after be bed paid 

his :re::·nt, purchased his fert.111:&er and other equipment and 

aupplies •12 The rent \fas due Just after the harvest when 

the PJ."':1.C(: t or- rice was at 1ts 10,1est . .?3 

The I'(:tSul t of this has alreaiy been seen., !£he farmer 

was plunged into ever deeper debt. Iiltereat rates &Sel"a.­

vatro t ho aitua.t1on since they ,.,ere usual17 oot,.,een 15 and a 

usu.roue. 30 per cent!;l.l} A.no-ther result 1s l:,ons hours, eape-­

c1al ly 111 certain seasons of the year w:ben tho peasant must 

get f:l.s srea.t u yield from b.1s s~ plot of land: as he pos­

sibly ce...'1.1 5 ' . 

ll1~~d: o p • 50., 

12:aerri.ga?J a."'ld LadeJinslq, .Qi,• cit., P• 28• 

1-'l-;. .~iorr1s, 11The ABC' a or ,~10dem Japan,. 
11 l•l.•.B• !!m­

Ph;L ets ( t:e,·r Y.orlt:. Amo-1"!.oun Oounc11 :tnat,itute of ?ac1f1c 
·Rel~tl.ona, c.1946), XX, P• 56• · 

14Ib1d \ ........... • .. 

~5'.n. N1sh1k1or1, ,toso-t3ura: A v111ase Jill N~rtti!rn . Japan 
Translated tro!ll the Japanese b7 T• Sano and a11n~tat .. d by J • 
F ~ ~bree ( ,~et, 'York: Internat1or."'1. secretariat .s.nsti tute of' 
Pacific Relation$• 1945), P• ?4• 



,s 
)luoh of this s1tua.t1on baa been &1lev1o.to<l Wlder the 

eu1d&1ce::> o:i. t he occupational sover:mnGnt. Under the proV1-

s1ons of the ,~G,r2.ria:.11-rcform Prosram passed in October, 19"6, 

the Japo.nesc Ciovem n1ent bousht about eo par cent of' the la.'14 

0ult1,·2.t ~ bJ t he tenants (4,500,000. acrea) e.nd ha.a been re­

selli11g ! t to the ta.rmm"s 1;ho 1,-c,rx it.-16 !-!uch or this land 

has coz .t'rom the 3 per cent ot the landholdero who formerly 

held :,o pe1' cent of the cultivated l3.11d,.17 :r.ut s.1.thol16h the 

l and is 110w more evenly divided, 1t must be bome 111 mnd that 

the av0rage of 2 .5 acres per farm fam1ly ramaina uncha..~ged. 

The 1:ic.1.11iod of r econstruction, hotrcver, ho.a· brought with. 

1 t ·i:,h:a- o_, ~ctor or · 1l1:f'la.t1or.. Already in 1948 the yen had 

b ~~n rcducGd to one-hw:ldreth of .its P\U'Ohas1ng pO\fer.18 

Y.et this too is bc1ng.broU(~bt under control m1d has begun to 

decel et•::-.t <il , pri mar;1y as a conseq,uece o~ the now credit­

curb policy · of the l:a:nk . of Japan .• 19 

Wh~t aff€ct does th.1s
0

background of financial oppression 

and its r sulti ns ~ovarty ha.Ve ~pon the efforts of the Chris­

tian mis~1o:nary? For one tb.1ne:, the .ra.pa11ese farmer he.a b&­

come extrem0ly uar:v of a.eyth1n8 nev. · His whole 111"e and 

l6:Eer1'ige.n and Ladejinslq, .2Jl• all.•, P • 101. 

l 7Ib1d. :i P• 28. 

l84tteli[1ionq 1l'l Japan~ (Tolqot Gener~ Headql\artera, 
8U1.>rcme Commanderfor the ~UliE:Jd .Powers, .~o.roh1 U48) • P• 163. 

II Fort ,.,VVTv 
1911 'l'wo-:a11110n Dollar ~~auure 1n Japan,_une, AIWW,;A, 

(April, 1949), P• 72• 
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t~nlt1ng is qui·i;.e. naturally cbaract~rized by .qonservat1am, 

as Stone points outi 

The most strik1n6 tm1t or ~he r~al mind is oonserva­
tism.. 1.'be i"a.riner 1s inh~rently ~usp1c1oua of anyth1D£S 
c1.ii':i:'arent or 11:elf, be it a i'arin im;pleme-nt, a cooperative 
aociaty , 01• a religion, This conservatism ~J& due 1n 
pa.rt ·to ttie need f'o1" the zreat,eS.t cau~iQn 1n expend1-
t,tJ.I'G·, ~de necessary by tho prcw1l1ns mea,sre 1ncom.e 
o:t the c,apanese farmer., This t:l:nano1al. caution 1e 
carried over 1nto other than .business. matters, ~d 1s 
~hal"9.c!'eriGt1c of the farmer·•1a att1tud!;t 1n eduoatio?Jal, 
u.omes t:i.c, social and rcll3ious af:i.'a1rs. • •. .. The re­
sult of this oonserve.ti'Bm is ths.t ancient traditions •. 
custo~o , and aupe.rst1 ti.ons rems.in atrongly entrenched 
111 r !.ira.J. co~tunitiel:i. Christianity cannG>t ·stop the fe.r­
ma-rs fr•om be1n3 cons.ervat1ve; but 1 t muat r e.co3!J1.~e 
the.t, ·they a.re, and so to m,eet them armed ~'li'th patience 
and unllera ta.nd.:l.ng • 2u 

0th3l"B doubt the.t his conaerve.tism iJ~ as an ~mportm;it 

~. l"actor• a s is often claimed. In. 19,a Felton wrote: · 

The conoervat1sm ot f'armera 1s or~en ment~.oned. a.e Qne 
of tb~ ma.in obate.clea to rur~ eva.ne;el:1sm 'Qy the pa.s­
toz•a, wllo preter to eetabl1sh their oh~ch in the. . 
to•, ·na or countr'J seatn, Bu.t \fhen one studies th~ vo­
cational merab-ershiu or these tow, -churches he disco• 
vcx·s that the)" are" l&r8ti1 ~e up of f:o.rmers from 'the 
surrouna.1r10 villa.sea. In :fact 1n many ?f them. tJie , 
ma.jo:r•i"t,y of the membe.ra ~re i'araers. This would in'di­
ca.tc tl'..a:t. the conse11Yatism of the farmers in Jo1n;tng 
a church is not a.a 5ree.t .e.s tb.e ord.b1ar.y conserva.tisra 
of thu mi~ats1"B 1r1 esto.bl1ah1ng the churcll 1n the 
villa.3ea.21 

Another d1ft1cult1 ariains out 9f the econ~m1c picture 

a.a it applies to the t'armer ie the la~ ot· · time e.ng. 1nc;L1n'"' 

a tion to be concerned with fJPiri twU matters• In the 

+ l •. .., d b .-1,r t ~etrier th·e needs tor the s yl'Ugg e to keep s.o\4.1. an o--v Qo , 
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rorme~ o.ro vG1 7 of t en 31detrac~ed and forgotten,22 or more 

than 11 · ely are uev~r even tholJSht or at all. l?l certa1n 

seotiOJjS sericulturo begi nq 1n :-Iay, and. tor the next :?1ve 

montha t he ei.1ttr :f.'wn1ly 1B so co n~lctr.ily absorbed in their 

· occupe.:'Gi o·n t llat t he;, bave no time for other matt~rs. Those 

11ho ehoilld not·, ate.ta na.tly : "Preaohci' e cannot do 1i'ork 

duri1'lg thi~ .~er1od.n2:5 In Northern Japan 3>a1--ticnlarly t.he 

pace of worlt 1s so severe in the summer t.h:!.t 1n tb4; \dnter 

months th~ . on i'a.ll into the mood or plea.suro--sce..~1?18, end 

come t o X'O .,a.rel. money a.a "t1rst, last and evoryth1:::25 , and, 

so i'al"' a s .L'"el i gion is con0er11ed, . seem to be almoat incapable 

of r,a.y1ntS the l east attc,nt1on to 1t.1124 c. l~ss swnmGd up 

this r a t her subtle , yet very real d1ti'1culty \fb.en he tfrote: 

I ~ brief , it looks aa it on BccoUDt of the menace of 
t h d i ::'ficul.t lr of 11 v1ng , rural !i)eo;.,>le ,1ere rlumins 
i nto t he way of say!ns, ' !ie don •t care e bans,' and 
t he:t. those who think earnestly about lire ~nd r el161on 
a.,.~e d1sa.nnear1ns e11tirely. The :fact 1s that 1n sp1 te 
o_ cd.uce.7~1011 b e:S,ng e.."ttended m.oi"e e.nd more, the vieu 
bae OOhlC t(> prGVa.ll that ral.igio:n on2§he C01'lt1"3X'Y' 1.s 
a t-1l'lper·f.l ui•iiy not es_sent13.l to life . -

A.not,he1' vro1:.•l em 1e t na.t of s eli'-support. Ho,1 can the 

22:.r. ugiya.me. , "Tho :EvnngtJ11zat1on of V1llases, 
11 

Jaoan 
Chr.iatian ·1uo.rterJ,Y 11 II (October, 1927), 355. 

2~. Kurihara, "Village EV&ngel.1sm, 11 Jaow1 Chr1gt1qn 
,QµarMer.ll, III (October, 1928), 2~9~ 

24c . Nooe, "Villager's Idea. of L1t~ m1d ne1.1g1on,., 
Ja~E Chri at~an 4uartetJ.J• VI (Apr11, 19:51), 137 ■ 

25Ibid. 
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rural masaea,. ubo undctr the :preoent over-crovded cond1t1ons 

can never ho11e :t01.. anything .:nore than a bare 11 Yins, ma.1n• 

ta.in their• 01-ra church and pastor'l Dr • .i.Cagaw once ea.id that 

f1:f't.y sen ( about twenty .. f1 ve cents WldE>r the old e::cba?J15e) 

a rear could be considered a generous cash oontr1but1on from 

the avernse fa.rm ramil;r,20 To bo sure, th1e problem w1ll 

not e.ff G-ct tb.e m1es1o?Jary hi :11ael:f', as ho will rec•e1 ve DU£>-! 

port trom aofile established group, such aa a·Church or a 

~iiss1onar.y Gocie-iiy, but it neverthel.ese is a. problem he vill 

have to ts.cs wha.vi he:, e.tter.q,t~ to put the newly founded m1s­

a1on coneresat1on on. 1ts own. the dan5er 1s that the poorer 

memb rs, not being o.bla to assw:ie their share of the support_, 

1nay drop out to 11 save ra.ce. 11 The result of this, in turn, 

is t hat the church in a particular v1llase may tend to become 

a religious club tor the vel.1-to-do.27 Some, such as Stone, 

regard 'Gh:i. s me:tter of self .. aupport in the :race of village 

poverty as conet1tut1ng "the greatest. of pract1cal problems 

1n settin .. up a rural. prosralll!i1e,"28 but there arc others 

\fho b elie ve it can be solved.29' 

~'11:Jce the surrender, inflation has me.de the ma1n1ia.1nence 

26stone, 9.1?• cit., P• 20 

:!. 1 II 
27 .t:.:. l<' . Upton, "One :i1llion l:Iiss ~>na.r ea, 

tia.n guar;t.erlY •. XIV (January, 19:,9) , 13 • 

2Bstone, .22• cit .. , P• 20. 

29.::. . ~-1. Clark, "Self-supportins Rural Evangelism," 
Japan Chr1st3tan guarterlx;. VII (January, 19:,2), 61 tt • 
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of Ghr1atia11 schools, a comii\On missionary asency, d1ffi-

cuJ. t, becaus e t hey- requ1.z•o greo.tly increased bud3ots •'° 
But this. problom too wlll tend to i'ade as tl1e economy risbta 

1tsel:i'. 

One f i112.l result oi' the poor state of the fQ.l"mer which 

1e occasio~ally cited, 1s the threat of co111mwl1sn1. As lons 

ago es 1931 t 1e fol.lowing appeared in tho Janag Chr1s:t.1a.g 

Q.ua.rterlt: 

~~arl:inm lime &lready been J.,t loose like a. flood ovar 
t hem [ tl1e country popUlacei,J , and indeed bas f'ound o. 
z•eady r eop:mae 1?.l many hearts. They bavG n ... 1 ther the 
e.bility- to s~e th.roush it, nor the po\1er to detect 
1ta f'aults.3l. . 

er e ,.s a.lao a probls:n for the missionary, tor wh1l.e 

t hey hav - time to discu~s :~ rx1sm, they refuse to take ti~e 

to th1n:a.. ai t heir 01-m soul's seJ.vation. Actually, however, 

this i s probabl y lease problem than it is one ot the ub1-

qu:1tous eJccu.s es the.t a.ll pastor.a 5et to hear. .r..t any rate, 

for t he ti ... be1n~ this tl:utee.t seems to h&ve been 1'orstall.ed 

as ~- result of.' t he' ne11 .Land .Reform Bill a.11d the Agricultural 

Readjustment I.aw ~32 tibether 1 t will crop up again in future 

yee.re r ema ins i'ol' the future to disclose. 

nc r.nay se.y then that economic str1nge:•o1es oi'ten pose 

grave probl ems for the adv&?lce of the Christian Church in 

30Rel.151ons 1!1 Japan, P • 115 •. 

3lb. . 0ga\·11'., .!m• .ill• 11 p • 124. 

32aeri•iee.n and LadeJ1nslq, .22• sl!•, passi;~ • 
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rural a.s:•uas • C • tur 1 es of oppression have resulted in a. 

conse?-w .tiv& s hell which the 1r.d1v1dual r a.rmer bes built 

around hi ns el f - ~ shell wh1.oh is susp1c1oua o:r anyth1n3 

new, ev ., , i11 t lle 1·el1 1oua f'1eld. Tb.e strussle toz• exis­

tcnc · J. e·a res t h , r.e.rmer 11 t .tle time 1n the busy s ea.son to 

t lu:nk o_ anythi:ns but hie uork; 1n the slack s~eon there 

1a a t ~nde.ncy t oward pleasure-aeold.J36. 1nanc1aJ. burdens 

'ti1ll ma ke sel r - oup_por t in any case a d1:t"t1cult aa.ttor. 

lfhi l e the r e:f.'or mo ins tit uted a o e r esult or ·t he occupa.tion 

he.v a tto::aot cd t.o ea .1-; e t he pressure on t he farmer &J"1d 

ha.vc t h UL\l"t GcJ. t h.::, t hr oat, of' co!Dlaunism in rural aroaa at 

lc~at t G., ~.;orar:lly , overcrot1d €d conditions and the need. Xor 

mor ~ l a.ntl. t·iil l t end. to 1!\8.k a rGal aol l.ltion of t he condition 

ext rem~iy u.vu.it ely • 



CIU.1.P-?ER Vl 

iUBLIC i40RALITY 

C-eilera;tly a:pealti ng; the Japanese are lmown for their 

high 1deeJ.s of public moxaoJ.1 t:, • !l'e1-1 p6oplee have such h1gh 

stimclarc.la o.r loyeJ.ty , w.1d the tee.ch1n£,Z a11d practice of the 

J"a paneae 0 11 t h r el a tiona betweer1 pare!1ts and ehildrGll are 

perhaps 1.mexcelled.1 .r'\s GUl.1c!t has satusi'actor1ly oho\tm, 

t h:1.s -v'c ·y probably stems from the influence of Confuc1ua.2 

Yet 1n on~ al."'e.'¾. at lea.st,. Japanese !!lorality (a."'lc1 this 1n­

clud e th Ja._ enese:.: rural people) has unhap._,1ly be&n as 

low a::-; it has bi:i-m1 high. in others. Thie 1s to be found 1n 

the c; aner e.J. a rea of sex., and poses serious problems tor tho 

Christian ~issior.111.ry •. Cons~quan~l1; no study or the m1s­

eio_,a.,, .. y 'a probl e a can a1"t01id to isno1•e tb.e moral_ 1apl1ce.,,. 

tio:ns or th:ta _phase of Japai1es€ cUl.tm"e, . 
:the lot·r position of the lfOman and pr1v1le0es attached. 

to mascul:i.11:i.ty can be trac.sd es far back as thG 14:tE-: and 

15th c e13t ur:tca when anarchy &.."ld \·1e.r:f,-1'e preva1l~d, and a 

man couJ.d rJot e.f:t'ord to let h1a property go to e. daughter 

who could :·1ot fie;ht to p1"0tect it a.f'ter h1a death., This 

l s . L. Gulick, ~Olijtion .Qt rhc Jananeg§ 
Flaming :a . Re~rell company", c.l~o:; , P .• 24§. 

2Ib1d., P• 269. 

3G. :a. Sansom~ Jauan; A hort Cultural H¼ntorv : (Re-­
V1aed ed.1 tion; Ne,-, York: D. ,~ppleton!'"'Cientury oompa11y, c • 
194)) , p. :;62. 
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baa developed. to a point where today . the O'apaneae ideal. o-r 

womanhood i s ~ woman that d~t1fully caters to the man's 

every whim and qu1etl:, and subserviently goes about her 

tasks without complaint. hereas the man has complete 

freedom i n his aoxueJ. lite; and may v1s1t a brothel ever1 

evenins. :lf. he so desires and other1-1tse engage 1n Ul1c1 t 

love af:,~a.i1•a , the \~1:>man UJJlY' not act in a s1m1lar manner 

l;>u.t raus t i .'1 every case submit to him and remain tru.e to 

him.. 4· :-~i nce ol11Y vory re.rely i s she lo,r•-e-d. by her husband,5 

Jape:.nese iiomen otte-n develop hyater1, a term applied to all 

\'roman !,•1ow11 tor their 1nstab1l.1ty; nervousneso, or pr.~m1s­

cu1ty .6 ~hia is not so common amons farm wo~&n as it is 

e.!'.iton • city a11d urba.11 wome!l,, however, since the f~-woll3JJ 

Ei:lC®l"'Cice:J .morre t1.•eetlom 1n what she se.ys and does than the 

·,;ell-br ed J a !)&?H3Be 1·1oma.n. 7 

In c ei,ta1n rural 109al1 t1ee, : the trial marriage is very 

commonly precticGd. Th1s la.sts thl .. ee days during which time 

the brid e ate1 s at t he house of tbs {SZ'Oom • . If the families 

of botb t ll -:- bride and th~ ~om consider it a :ravora'ble · 

match a.f'ter• this pai'1od, the ma.I'r1aee 1s ellouEd to cor.­

tinue and me.y or may not be t'ollowod by a. wc~1ns ce1"'emony • 

5Ibid., p . 177. 

61b1d., P• 175. 

7Ib.1d.; P• 177■ 
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