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By LOs7, practically a1 states had praned old 
age version laws, moss of whieh were passed ox 
amended after the enacbront es the Federal 
Social Security Act of 1925. 

Study particularly directed to the naeds and probleme 

of the aged isa of very recent date. In 1610 the tern gerie 

gtvios was colnued by Ignabs leo Nascher, who also wrote 

the fest textbook in the field in 1924. Nob untd2 1940 

aid tha Unltod States Publle Health Service create a unit 

on goronbology 58 

Duping Wordd War IT, whan the need for manpower 
besane urgent, thousands of oldoz poaple were anlled | 
back inte the Industrial, service, and agricultural 
acounntions fpon which they had been lately excluded. 
thely rweaponse and thelr productivity were auacinge 
Without removal of older pseple from the shoei? on 
whieh they had basn placed, sven the war wight have 
lasted Longer.67 

fhe present day presents many problems in the Pleld 

of old agee fhoey will be discussed in a later chapters 

At the present time both ehurch and state are beginning to 

ayaken to thee It appears evident that old age is on the 

wise in poreentage of population both hors and abroad, and 

Will continue to rise for at least thirty more yoarse 

oo e present society in Hurops and the United 

States is new approaching a stabilized, even 
possibly a doolleing, botel population with & 

SSpnayowa and wichels, ope Cibe, Pe Save 

GSp Be } J naar edaplosaf, Older 
and the Spans Faves ane °A ne at ot onesary? Prossy iggpte 
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davges older population, poth absolutoly and 
roiabively, than any other countsy in the 
vordd has over known beforee In the United 
Stabea with deorsase of birtherate and tho 
LinltatLlons of tumisvation (whieh has been 
mainly of the young and vigorous? we now heave 
an unprotedanted situatlone Over oncethird of 
the total papalation will soon be over fifty 
yenrs of agee In 198G the number of persons 
over Sixbyefive will be more than dcuble thas 
today 9.68 

How the United States, 1ts Governments, and ita 

churches, will aolve that problem belongs to the futures 

ORR aI Oe Pte yned: ROTA. Bee RT 

SBaqudry , Oo Gite, Be XKVILo 

  
 



GHAPTER IIL 

OLD AGE AND THE BIBLE 

It is true that among the ancient Israelites 
there is no organized actual system of charity 
or poor relief. Yet even before the writing of 
tho ten Gommandments sic God's people worse 
fully aware of thelr. social responsibilities.! 

it is trne that the Old Testament contains no codified set 

or iaws dealing with the aged Hebrews. And yet that spirit 

which iz the outgrowth of the Fourth Comiandmont, and that 

attitudes of optinisn toward. and desire for old age is cleare | 

ly revealed in the booke 

The Philology or Old Age 

fhe Old Testament writers, referring to old age, use 

the tern: TR¥ which meane old, old man, elder, the head   of the slaves, senior, It inplies power by virtue of 

seniority. Tho term 1s used with reference to the leaders 

Of a town, Gegey the tow council, It is also used to 

mean the "oldest" child of a family. ‘This use of tho tern 

has also baen carried over to the English language. In the ] 

Old Testament age and respect seem to be synonymouse Old 

  

tea Huegli, "Tha Social Outlook of the 
Tutierin Omron ’™ (Sb. fouls: Unpublished Yachelor's 
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age evinces respsot from the youngore@ 

fhe term most commonly used in the New Testament is 

Mesefvreces e As a noun it means elder or forefather. As 

an adjective it means; advanced in age, oz senior, Among 

the posteexilic Jows this some was used to refer to tho 

Sanhedrin. Among the Christians the term is used as the 

title of those who presided over the congregations.» I+ is 

used in the book of Revelation to refer to the heavenly 

Sanhedrin of 24 members at the throne of Gode* Undoubtedly 

the Now Testament concepts is derived from the Old Testament. 

Tho term 7esefvens , and the feminine form mesepuces : 

& rolated word, 1s used In Philemon 9, many think, as a sube 

stitute for the word "ambassador".5 and the term Messfuce 

meaning age, dignity, right of the first-born, is also used 

with reference to the aged. The elders of the church in 

apostolic times are always spoken of as possessing dignity,   and ape exhorted tobe dignified.® They hold offices of 

    

29iJhelm Gesenius, Hebriéiaches und Aramiéisches eae 
torbuch fiber das Alte Festanent (leipzig: Verlag von fF. 

Ogel, L915); De 

Scr, Acts 11:40, Tits 1:6, 2 John 1, of. ale 

4kove 4:4, 103 5:63 7211, 133, ste ale 

5yoseph Henry Thayor, A GroekeEnglish Lexicon of of ous 
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leadership and also sexvo aa advisorse? Undoubtedly the 

tera “elder" and ius office dn the moderna church are derived 

fron the carly Ghrisbian churake 

the torn yfeuv Appears ones da the Now Testauent, in 

dohn, chapter threoe, verse four, where iicodems says, "How 

oan a man be born when he ia old?” The related nom, 

yeeovsrs. » Secures only in the Book of Acts, chapter five, 

verso twentyeonee ‘The Sankedvin is veforred to as “and all 

tho gowncil of eldere of tho children of Tspnol".° the torn 

geear is somon in Glasaical Greeite Tt has a souewhat Gone 

teaptible flavor, due, ao doubt to the Greek attitude toward 

Old B2eG6 

Gia Testament Examples of Old age 

osea 48 described at the time of his death with tho 

words: "lids eyo was not dim, nop his natural force abatede" 

Joshua led the Ghildven of Israol into battle after thelr 

forty yoars of wandering in tho wildernesse hia doas not 

seem surprising until dt ia diseovered that he was olghtye 

five at tho simof na lived to be ono hundred and Gene 

Jono iZved to be one hundred and forty. His old ages is 

_one of the blessings listed by she author, which ageraed to 
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him ater hie test—l0 

The fatth chapter of Genesis might well be called 

"She Chapber of Ola Age". The list of the patriarchs and 

their phenomenal ages appear in chat chapter. <duistanding 

anong thom le Hethuselah with his alae hundred and sixt7. 

nine yearses* 

Ths cutbstanding example in the New Teatauent is Anaa 

the Propheteas, of whom it is stated that “she was of 4 

grant ago" te 

it must not be thought that the writers of the Old 

Fostanent glossed over tho abvtendant wealmesses and infirnis 

ties of old agee In particular throe characteristics are 

monbioned: feeblaness,“" gray haiz,44 and ddeness of 

Violoneti 

Revorence for Old Age 

Pho Koupth Commandment serves as the basle for tho 

roverence for paronts, end moro broadly, for all elders, 
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partioulariy tha agods otica that the promise attached to 

this cormandment is a long Mtes!® proverbs 22122 revises 

this commandaons and applies it to aged parents, “Hearken 

unto thy fathor that begat thee, and despise not thy mothar 

when she is old." Note that the father's advise ia to be 

heeded aven though he bo an Old wane 

Theres is an interesting touch of human interest in the 

booir of debe Three friends soma to Job to confors him in 

his affiiction, Tha Last of these to speak is Elihu, she 

Gusibes, He fears to ayeal: before the two Iriends because 

they are old and he ts younge-? Wis natural roversnss for 

theie sage advices prevents him from disagreeing with their 

Opinions and presenting his ove : 

Levitieus states’ as a general oamandmnent that the 

Childven of ZTevacl should honor the aged. ‘They should arise 

4n thoim presence and honop thene24 gne emphasis is upon 

shoving exprossions. of honore 

Poul advises Timothy as a young pagter to show respect 

for the older people in his congregation. When an elder 

eres in his duty he la not to be “rebuked,” bub Yentroatod” o 

He should tveat the elder women as he wold his mothers 
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Yao Okd Testament also records throe oscurrences of 

GQiarespest Sox the aged. In the name of the Lord Elisha 

punishes the childron of Uethel for their dlarospsch, by 

calling bears cub of the wood to kLLL theme”? Job came 

plains in the midst of hile affliction of tho mockery of tha 

children of the ravblee™+ Jeromieh complaing in his 

iamontations that “the faces of the elders were not honored” 

by the Assyrians when thoy swept through the land,@@ 

Old Aga, 4 Bomporal Blessing of God 

thie is & Gomon provise of God, tC bless the faithful, 

of liig children with long lifee “Ye shall walle in ail the 

ways which the Lord your God hath comaanded youy o o e that 

ye may prolong your days in the land whieh ye shall pogse 

ess—e"S5 wo Solomon God sald, “e o © If thou wilt walk in 

uy ways, oe o e thon I will lengthen shy dayse"@S Gog guys 

Goncerning the godly man, "With Long life will I sabisfly 

hime"25 Goncorning this passago the Pulpit Goumentary saya, 
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