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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Vhen is & person old? Age iz a relative thing. An
Eskinmo is old al fifty. Eéw natives of Central Africa
1live to be older than forty=five.l Soecalled "industrial
old gge” is different from chronological old age. 4nd it
changes from gensration o goneration in meaning. Soms
inseets live = few hours, Several animals live one
hundred and two hundred years, A tree may live to be &
thoussand,

0ld ege has beocme zcmewhat standsrdized in the
Unlted States by o serles of avents and movements.
Originally seventy was considered the retiremont gge.
Then a men wes old, There is a carry=over of this idea
in many uwniversities, where the retirement of professors
is set at that sge. Hore recently the retiremsnt age waz
set at slxtyefive. Most institutions for the care of the
aged heve set their age 1imit at sixty-five. The Social
" Bgouvity Aot of 1935 specified sizty-five.2 Hence ths

ig, Stanley Hall Senescence The Lagt Helf of Life
(New !géx' Do Applatan‘ﬁiﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁﬁahj;'19357, “Pe 48e T

8Jonn H. Andrews and Fudolph K, Michels, Eeonofio
Problems of kioderm Sosiedb (Hew York: The Hongld Fress
Gompeny, 195%), P 500 fe
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genersl fealing ia the Unitod Etates 4o that at sistyefive
a man iz enbewrlng wpon old 4gve

tiobotor Cdaf'lnos tho word "old" in the following
manuer: “Haviag exlobed longy advanced far in yenre op
1ifo; hoving Lost the vigow of youthe"® ©he lant phraso
is probably the moatb noourato. A man wsually is e;n Gld as
he fools, For all practlesl purposes; howaver, the ags of
Bixbty-Live can ba Gakon as az arbitrary fignpe to mark
tho Pegluning of cld ngee This thesls will cperate on
that prineiple, not so wach with the undepstending that
pzople ave old at sixtyefive; in moat cages this is nob
brusg but at that age, the indlvidual first beconos olle
gdole for tho giftc, beneflts and alds which ave »oscrved
by governmont and chuwgh for the aged.

0ld age is not as "cpabbed® as Lt is usually pistured.
Nany mon wore outobanding at a very ndvancaed ago. IO mone
tion only a fews Victor liugo wrote hie best works batwesn
the ages of seventy and oightys Volteirs did hie best work
during bhe last ben years of his life although burdened by
many infivmities, o dled at oightyefour, Imsanuel Hanb,
dlshough frall, died at oighty, end worked stee ily up uae

“sabgberts Collegiate Liction (#ifsh editiony
SpeingTioia: i'é'.“""un'&"g'o.' Torrian UOey 4042), De 681e
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t1l the leat few months of his life.? Oeto begen to study
Greok at elghty. Sophecles wrote his Qsdipus at ninety.
Leov XIX was ocutstanding aefter seventy and dled at ninetye
four. itlian printed his masterplece at sightyefive,
Howton lived %0 e elghty-five., Ben Erapklin was at the

height of hls promineace ai seventy, ambasaador L0 Franse

at seventy-five. Elihu Root was active until he was ninoty,

dying at alnety-glght. HMlorence Hightingals llved to be
ninety «o

Yoush has never besn tuo sollceitouas of ege at any
period of historye. The youth of Athens chased the Cld
men through the strests., The Paris medicel students of
the Middle Ages protested agailnat being taught by “old
dotards’.® In modern days, youth is forcing age out of
industyy. '

And ¥8%, there has bsen a recent rise of interssS in
old age and its problems., Three pensons have probably

prompted this interests 1. = growlng proportion of old

4liljen J, Mertin and Glare ds Gruchy Salvaging 01d
Age (llew York: NMacmillan, 1930), P. <0 e

6g, v, Cowdry, Ppoblems of Aging (Beltimorss The
Wilileme and Wilkins Company, 1048), Pe 858 f.

©Hall, op. cite, Pe 88e
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poople, due to a felling blrth rato, restricted Limigration,
and incrossed life speny Z. the da.fﬂouiw of oldor pooule
to get aund keop jobs in modern, mochanized iudustryg and
de O moOPe gensitlsed social conscilence, which is boglnniag
%0 assumo rosponalblilsy for thoso, who, bLacauze of ogg,
connot sare fop Ghomaolvess! The church should have &
primary interest 1ln this probleme

ilony sgocular agonclos are delving into this problome
Inntead of polatlng the wey as prophat, the chuwseh has boon
contens vo follow in-the vwake, Tho puvposs of i:.his theals
is o stimulaste the church and its cheribtable sgencies 5o
find hobber end wmops ndequate meoans L0 cere for aged
Chpdatiansg, Insuvance companios are aware of tho inerongs
ing numbor of ageds FPolltlcasl partles ave aware of tho
potontial vopiag streagth they heve. Tho chursh must aise
be awere of thoir neods and reguirements, and be propared
$0 £111 then on & much grander soanle than ever before.

In ordes to nosist tho reador of thia thoais, who pore
haps may act bo acqueinted with the background masorial of
the  progent 0ld age problen, the author has lncluded foup
prolininavy chaptora, Chapter LI contalns an historlcal
baﬁ;srcund, ghapser ILI desorlbes tho Bible's spproach o

0lé ngoe Chapber IV charaotorises bho agoed and Chapbor V

Yicoont Soolal Trends inm the United States (Hew Yowls
NoGrawenill HOGK LOUPAHY, LiOey 49G7)p Do TID0

PR LE P S a—
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sots forth Lhelr particulsr noodse

Chapte» Vi sets forth Gho problem &8s 1t axiste Hoe
day, and as it Is 1ikely to dovelop in the lmmedilate
futurse, It is Tollowed Ly o chapsor which discusses whab
hag boon done fop the aged in the paste This chapter clso
containg en analysis of the worth of past procedura.
Chapter VIII dizeussos present day methoda and approncheg,
The Pinal chapior zives o prospoctus and offers suzgzestions
for futurs astion by the ehurch, to koep ahead of Ghe

problous which isxcm_msad nunmbers of old peoplo Will offore

Two asoppendices are atbached becauge they discuss basic

astitndes in Chpistlisn chawrdiy which have oftan. suffepod |
in the past, and which must be taken into consideratlcon in ‘
the Cormntion of & now approach o the problem of old ago. J
Phe final sppondlz is o almple exogesis of Eocleslasioeon |
1118 It wms pleced in the a?pandax insgtoad of in :
Chaptor 11X becsuse of itz lengthe




CHAPDER XI
ULD AGE I HISTORY
fmong tho Prinitives

-

"48 Dar back as we oan go, the haada of the aged have

roachiod oub Por a 1lttle food when they could do ncthing
morgesznd thoy have not boon eatirely ignoved, nor elusys
£illeda" wnia asatemont oould well summaprizo the »olo
of the apged in ancieat pagan primitive society.

o o o o iidividuals overywhore s2om 40 have boComs
prograsaively deopendont upon othors for tholr 2
food with the onsob of old agee The assurance

of food from a group op .communal source hag

not bean aabirely lacking in the siuplost Inowm
soclotlos, In Lack, 4t appears that sustoma

of sharing food with tho aged have bosa strongost
in very harsh and ¢irfiouls euviroamonta, whon

Ghe food supply has boon leass consboni, and

whapre types of wmainbsnence have been .loss well
doveloped, as anong collegtors, fishers, and |
huntore, With advance to herding and agrigulbuvs, :
and the developnent of cultural tralts sharage
teristlic of Thigher?! civilization, such as grain
suppiles, proparty, trade, debierclations, and
slavery, support of the aged through communel
charing of food appeurs Lo have declined in ine
vortoance op 6o havo taken on featuros mora
charssteristic of organized socleby.®

flowever, the pleture was not ac pleasant for the
aged as 1% may gowme "Nosh Indlan tribos provided for their ,

aged so loag as thay could cone and ot what thay nsedad. i

oo W Simuons, The Hole of the iged in Pelmitlve
Sucleby {fiow Haven: Talo Univorsity Frots, 1045}, De £0e

BIbddo, Po GBe
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fhen they cowld no longer come, or becwne senile, thoy
were noglectod and dled alone.™@ In g;auéml., the aged
had & groater oppoptunity o socure food in those scciotios
where group sharing of food was the practlos, and fowopr
opportunitics whore each individusl fended for himselfe.d
Thoe mops complicated asocloty become, the harder was the
lot of the agade
With the development of the techniques and oouw
ploxitles of melntennacs, commmal food sharing
with the aged, on wilth anyone, seams to have
dgclined as an esgential part of the sultursl
complex in primistive socletlese®
Aag a voanlt bthe old man or wouan was left to his ocun
rescursds to sccura food fopr himaslfe What avenmes of

help wevs avallable to him?
The Famlly

Thpoughont humen history, the family has boon the
gafent haven for the 2 3o Its tiss have been the
moat intimate and longiosting, snd om Ghom the aged
have woliled for greatest sscurliys. Uhere othor supe
ports have opunbled and diszapponred; the agod have
glung 4o kish and kin as thelr last sovlors; and
the astute old men op woman bas net infragusntly
manipulated suck bends Lo great personal aév:au%age. §
indoed, msny leodividuale bave boon able So find
in fawily pelaticuships opporsunities fow cLfoote

3Ilﬂ.dop Do Do
4Ibide, Po Re

SIblde, po S8
. YT -
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e
tive soclal participetion well into senility,
and even t0 explolt some pights which have ol
Iasbod 1ife Atnoldf, for tho last wishos of aged

parents have seldon beon ignored by thele offe
Bpring.®

luportanos Lo the Clan

e e o @n Impoptant meana of zecurdiy fop the aged

vhen they have becoms oo feeblo to fopage for themaslves
hoa been achive nssoclatlon and assistance in the intersats
and enberpeisen of others,"™ lonce, mony of the aged

wers active in the clen and comeunity long afier Lhelp
ability Lo fowrage for food had wansde They sorved aa
mlers and advisoys, as midwives, as religious leaders

and witsh dophirse
Cozbaln ¥oods Hesenvad Pop tho Aged

Gartain foods, or parts of animale wera raservad fop
the sgede This was gensrally the result of the eged, playe-
ing on the supsrstitious forrs of the paopls. For lnstanss,
the teibes of Africa gouorally saved the ontreila and bralins
of aniwals Cor the old mene® This seems like a hardly

ediblo dish to the refined taste of civillzed moderns, bub

Sin ‘.’.l’araa Do 17%e

Tina 04e Cfe Cowdry Problem A
(B&lt»iﬁlgﬁ"é"‘ Rheluﬁl:lar; and wiiTiE Conpa -fégglg De BGe

beia., Do 246




e
thesa swo paris of onimals wers cherishod by tho primdiives,
The aged, ewphaslzing the Lachk that In the entralls lay the
enotlons, and the beain, the intelligente, psrauvaded thelr
tribal nelghborps thad such things could e vrton only by
men of ezperlents. They moat certalaly wors mont qualified
to ovarcome the Yanlmal aplrita® Gwolling ia theso twe
dishose #nd theweby tho aged not only were ablo to galn
food for thomsalves, bub cholde food et thate Obhew
1:z-ibaa, mema sympathotie to the ille of tho aged, Lol
that the anting of suah food would trenafey the animal

strenpth to the frall bodies of the ageds
inoal Scolal Cusboma

iy addivion to tho abovoementioned local social customs,
emong the Lappe and Eskimoes 1t was considored o dlagPace
for the community to have psupers in thelr nidst, Henew
the aged poor wore provided for, oluen times hetteor nprovidad
for than those who had neanse®

» o e NOG infregquontly and in widely distribubed
arens of Gho world the aged, along witih other
dependants, have found somd rellable agsuranss
of support through customs of food and sharing,
thpough social poquirenenis of hospltallity,
cbligations iuposed upon rolatlves, oustous

of comuunael pesponeibility, and in the most
advancod socloticse-guch 68 the Inca or AZiSC=-

YIblde, De Sle

i
]
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through organlzed systems of old age assistancs.il

No mattor what méans of soourlty wore opon to the sgod
in thelr socletles, one thiang was true of all of the: ab
all timoe: Yo o o tO fgeb ompltalt would have boon an opb
slogon Tor old, ags sscurityo o o'l g thing mast be ane
phasized: Ho matber how hunane the asocclety was in which
the old man lived; his ¢nly real security loy in what he
was, whet he could do, and most impoprtant, what he had,

Feinitive scclety wes not averse to getiing rid of the
agad who bad booome usolesse

o o o nogloct and abandonment have played & large

part in the olimination of eged and enfesbled peys

gons. To move on and loave behind any pormanently

kolpless and wuseloss person has boon the simplest

and perheps bho most h:ina,_mne mashod of dealing with

insacapablie neeessibtye
Uhhe Yudiaors ieft their old behind them to be devoured by
wild benatae":0 (epbaln primitive commuities used a sluplo
and offective wothod of dlsposing of their aged poor:

o o » & couuclil ie called and 1f the aged parson

has rsached o certaln singe of sconomic usalosse

ness, a Pfonst 1s held in his honor, he bids his
frionds farowell, and then he is knocked on tho

Winide, pe 8o
I1b3de, Po 490
183h3de, Po B2Te

8y 4 A a tho Rizshi 1o
I Fantine Korshaw, Hes the ULd Man & &

1ivey (Ste g(ﬂﬂ.ﬂg h:bl:laﬁaﬁ"ﬁyma'. T5, Bho LOULS FaDLIO
Titvary Hoe 616895, Nefe)y Po e
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hondy+E
"4 eorinin Indisn tribe made the old men elimb a troe.
The yowig bravos shool the tree, and all the aged who fell
wore olubbed to denkhe Those vho rebained thelr grip to
the tree branches wore glven & resplte wabil the next timo.wld

"Hany Gribes; copoclully wandering tribes, slfuply 4id
awiy with thoe sgode O the aged comuitbod auluicle."lﬁ_
. Tho Soyithisn Hassagetoe wsed to IkKill thelr apged and esl
thome ‘Miin was alsc trus of the Tsrra Del Fuego Indians
in Charles Dapwints daye The seme is true of the east
Apricange The ¥iji Islunders, aven today, somatimes buvy
thely uged nnd decwysplt alive, In Paraguny, amoag the
primivives, the ugod are sealed alive in large olay pobse
The prisst of & cevbain Jewish tribe in Abyssinia puts tho
sged to death by slitting thelr thvosts. In & cortain
South jmerisen Grdbe , Gnen a man iz at the polat of dseth,
the noarest pelative breuks his back with an aXe. Mmoag
vayious Sibeprian tribesz the ¢ld ers bound gecursly, hsnd
and foob, and ave bled to dzathe The Hobientots seal their

aged in o g with a small abore of provisions and leave

orondore Ratenkomp, "Hew Dovelopmonts in Handllng
Problomp of tho aged?, Thirty-Sixth danual Gouvention
Agaogiated Iutheran Gharities 10T, 105

18yerahnm, ope 9ies Pe 2o
1655 muons, Ope Gites Pe 830 £fe
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theme®? Zy ond lawge the outlook for the sged in zrimlsive
goelaty wos bloak apd pitiful,.

Among the Groalks

In anclant Gresog, old pooplce s & Wers in general
locked upon as ussless and even hammful o these
vho were younger, Old men wors hated by hoys,
d?.?fg}%asi anong woeen, and dishonorad by neaprly
Ll ™" 5

Tha story i told ameong the saclent Orgeks of an old
man who omms inbo bho bLhoator ab Athens and was uneble o
£ind a ment unkil ke oome bo A dalogation of Sparbans, who
rose as & man, %o glva him 2 seab, Thereupon, Lhs Athenlans
applaudad the aok, Hus it Jid nobt shame ‘r.hcmqm Preguently,
there wero oloae relations botwaen wise old men and youbtas,

but this frequently led to hanoasaunliitye Aristotls sald

s o ¢ Bhe old through experlence wora fowpced %o be
Govptful and aumpia;fonn; they were naver positive
ebout nnybthing, tondad to be uncharitable ond sed-
£ish, to be oowardly and alarmistlo, and to llve in
momoze than by hopee Thelr selfecoutipol was dus o
the abatoment of desiros and heceuse selfeinterdst
wao thelr loading passlong?

Strangsly enough, Athons provided disabillty insurancae

g Stanley Hall, Ssnoacence The Laot Half of idife
(How York:s De Appleton SAA GORPRNY, LOKE)p; De DU=4Te

181, Vo Cowdry, Problems of 4 (Balsimores The
’ -
Williams and Wilkins Gompony, L048)y; Pe 836 Te

184012, ope lbes Pe 57e

20‘30\?&?33 .92' &’ﬁﬂ' Po BMI
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o o o Givasa who Shrough bedily wenkness or infirnie
Gy wors wnnvle o gain thely own iivellhood, such
as the biind, the lmme, and the oxipoled, received
a daily subeldy of two ovolle This auba£d:r wns

by law restrictied o thosa whosa moans amounted

%o losa than threo minooge :
The weltings of Pleto wofloct an enbipely difforent attle
tude boward the agede Huy it must be ramembered tha.‘c ha
spolre only of the wppor cluas of Athense The lower class

and the slaves wors beneagh his notieo, In his Hepublic

the charasteyr Socrabton meots his friend's aged father,
Cephnluz, ab his home. ~aAlways anxious to loarn fraz cthers,
Soerabes asks thias aged gontleman what old age is 1ikae
Cophalus anpwors, giving firat the ccmmion complalnt of the
agod, and then his: own poraonnl view:

o o » I vonnet eat, I cannot deink; the plaoasures
of youbth and love.are Iled awey: 7Whers was &
good tive cncae, but now that is gona, and now
Iife 1s no longor lifo, S&Some complain of tho
siights which &ve pub upon them by rolaticug,
and thoy will tell you sadly of how meny ovilis
thele old ape 13 Sho 08&WIA0 0 0 0 ¢ @ & v o o
The breuth ls, Sosratos, that these regrets, and
also the combiainte aboubt relations, are o Lo
abbpibutad S0 the samg csusa, which iz nob 214
ngo, bubt nen?s ghapactars and tompersi for he
o 48 of & eala and happy naturs will hapdly
focl the preassupe of Ago, but 46 him who is of
an. appnaile disposition youth and age ara equally

& bundon&d
It 1o significant thet in Platols i9 ublig, his Greek Utople,

Elgaphapd Thinosh, Cheistian Chapity in the Ancioenb
Okuseh {Hew i’a:-.-l‘:: Ghaplss SerLbRanis Lons, LGoU)y e Ue

285, Jowehb, Tho Wopks of Flato (How York: Tudor
Publishing Company, fedely Lip %o
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ne begoars ars pommitted. The 111 and infimm ave peraitted
Lo dle uwithous asslstance, Cfor thay ars of value %o the
state only so long as thoy have samathing to contyibube to
the statoe > This i Plakoets solution o the old ags
Problome

T'? 1z suepeiping, in the 1light of tho shove, %o hoap
Plato say: :

v o o pu0d man think that they ars the painors by

having aged pavents living, to the ond of thelr

L}i‘}:‘; 51,22 ;;; g;;gl -:193:352 onrly, thoy are deaply

3 e a e

Groak nythology raveals an inteyssting sidolight ==
the abtsloude of tho Grooks toward old agee Osdipus called
the wrath of the gods down wpon his sons vhen they dlse
honored him and thay were puanished. 80 also Amyntor and
Thaseus with thoir childrone™ fThase lagends show the
high vapoard which Ashenians had for their parents, and

connbitute & "Pourkh cammandmont® 4n Gpack sonlatyeSS
At fnelent Homae

Of isolabed neia dppinging fron natuenl plby
thope wis novor any wanbte Thoers was at all
timas & gift veady for tho beggar, and that
ovon after she ides that beggars and those in
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ddatress wors wnder the spoecial p;=§;§ec"-‘:.;!.au oF
the pods, had loag lost itz foree.

Romg?s was & ¢ivilizaGlon of.olubs, Hany sooletles,
cluiz, and gulids wepe formed., The meubers pald dues and
rocelved cortaln bonefitse 4 guild ip mentlonsd whish paid
part of the ¢cost of & memberfc fanoral froam the gulld
funds <%

he Howene wern sven loss syepathstic with the poop
and aged than the Athonianae

f0nnst thow by any moang condescend so far as

hat. Ghe pooy shall not appear 0 thos loathe

somet? agks GQuinetiliang and in one of the

playe of Ploubus vwoe mest with the followingy

vhich is surely the exprossion of the gensral

conbtiuens: e doss tho bogzur but u bad sobe

vico who glves him meat ané drinky Lo what ho

viven 4u loaty; and tho life of the poor is bub

prolongad to their own misery.s¥

Rome wos dominatod by twoe philosophloal sysboms,
Epicuvesnicm and Stolelsme OF 't'he latter Uhihorn Says:
"shololon, with its saphasis vpon the individusl lnstsad
off the state, was the forerunnsr of Chrlstianity, and
probavly dld much to single heathon and Chrlsilsn elomenus
togother in Charlty."9? Goforbunately tco.much of dtolelsm

wag woprda and nob 'l.atzcu;js: doedse (e of tho groatsat Stoles
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was Cicors. Concorplng old ags he seys:

o o o 1 Nollow natuve, the bast of guldes, as

I would & god, and am loyal to her oomn&s.

It is not likoly, i1f sho has written the raost

off the play well, sho has beon eareless aboub

Bhwo last adt 1lke some idle poot, But alftar

all somo 'last? was insvitable, just ss to

o borries of a tree and the frulis of the

carti- thore oomos in ¢he £ sn of tlume a

poricd of decoy and £all.w
Glooro nentionas four peasons Lor unhappineas in old ags:
withdeawal feon active omploymonty enfeobling of the boedys
privaticn from noarly all.phyaleal pleasuresg and Lesy of
doathe™™ It 4s quite mppavent £pom the accouat of his
life by wverions aushora thet he in these four reansonsg is
puwsuing up Ghe couses of hils own ushapplieas, for he wWrpte
vhe Ds Senectute at a very udvancad age, and was chafing
because the young men no longor respected him or pralsed
hla namee 4 listlc of tho hopoless and dospairing caz be

dabected 1u the iinss of hkis fanous easay.sa
in tho Early and ledloval Chursh

Faply Christlan chaprliy was dmpulsive, sealous,
givon o all men oven as the gospsl imew no
Tinitationse o o ¢ Thore wes no nzed of inatle

Sdg i i ald Are snd Foiendship, trange
Giloere, Two Hssave oo (ld Ape ond 2

iated by Ee Se Hiue oungn (Londony  uocmiillen an bmgzmy,
1827), Po HUo OFe The Luthoran Uitness. (Febe 20, 1651},
Po HiEe 5 e T T I |
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tutlong,. fop Christians received tho travelor

and gaped fop the sick in tholy owa hamog,

T™he poop were relleved through nonthly cone

Lpitutions or 9stpips? by mombers to the chuveh

shen’ o Japga’ eapacislly placed for the supe

port or Intornen$ of ths destlitute, Tor the

orlngling up of orphans, for the »ellof of the

apade ¢ o¥= :
G!mﬁ.ai%ﬂ.an chaprity must have mnde qulte an impression oa
tho Homangse Thalr loveo to all men, thoir attltuds Sowanrd
the poor end the dostitube, the widows and the noady, was
quite foreign Lo Heme, "Chyrdstian charity is sslfedeanylngs
heathen liboytas 1s5.a% botbom self seeking, even although
"Bl¢  powrsonel seliflghness bo limibted by the interssto of
the camionuealile o o7YY The garly chuveh pegularly had
conbrioubicons of food at the Lord's Suppor in tho ovaning
servicon, This food was disbribubed among the poore Iare
ing tho mopning worship eervice speolal collocticas of

money (etips) were made for the poore® Doccons weore

appeinted very carly in tho chupghfs hiatory Lo look afger

the needy in the eongrogation.®’ A& problem.apcse almost

Lomedlately: who would cure for the nceds of the wamaal

In that early oze; 1t was unheard of for men to assist

wonmen in ony waye Tho chuwroh discovored a happy solutiong

54&{1. A Ko B i, "The Social Cublook of the
Lugheran %%?;hlﬁ (S‘aflbguix _Unpublished Bochalor!s 3
Thenin, Concordle Seminavy, 19:8); Po De
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it nived the widows of the shuvrsh $o cara for ita womean.
In thls way, the widows were able to provide for thomsolves
and at the smwag tims render a service to thelr follasr
Christion womene ® -

Ag gebt Instisublone dld not exists Theve was no

nesd off housos of hospitality, houses for foreigne

ors, Oorphanages, hoapltals, so long as avery

Christian house was an asyium for traveling

brothers, aad every Christian ¢an and woman wasg

robtdy e reuslive the Indlgont,
4 veflection of thiz.ettituds is found in Johnfs Third
Hpiotlo. During the fivst throe conturles of the clhmwsh,
the omphaszlis was upon shaping the wealthe The rich ghonld
poseassg no mora than ths 1:60:*-40

liowover, thig firsy burst of Ohristian chaprlty did

nok laste ¥In the pavicd fran S00-G00 Alle with tha accopie

ance of Christianity we £ind Christian charity cocollng and

the soelel vision dimninge®¥l (loment of Rume berates Gho

epistoeratic 1adios of his day who dowdle wlth lap dogs,

male gossipers and dsformed slaves. The poor widow 1is
worth mepe ghan o meltese puppy and a plous man than thely

Ugapicnbures of man"e® Ly tho church insroused in numbors,

.Eﬁw., De 168 _
 Pruig,, pe 185, <
&9@3:;_.3 cfe L Gove B1l8a
“linegli, 9pe Siles Pe 10e
GEL’hlharn, Ope Ciltoy De 138 Le
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i1 began Lo loso conbact v:ritl':. the individuales A higre
arohisal sysiea bogan Lo develop among the clorgye The
iden began to sprend that alasglving was a work moriting
forgivencsas Vorks of oherlty wers done mors and mors
from Uhis motive than Iron true Ohristlan lovee?® ssoular
eanf:itiezm also influonced tho charicgble work of the eaprly
Christlans, A the Roman Xapire docayad the taz burden
pocame hoavier and heaviome Tho peopls beocamo peorsyr, and
the lisis ui" naédy in tho shupch increascd. To nmeet the
problem, the shurch wogan ereoting insbitutions, hoapitals
and monaskeries, to hecamo Ythe ceabtral points of & chawliy,
wesolving Luself into wholesale almsglvinge®44 Indlvidusl
sonpragstlona were tvomendouss The chuwch at antiosh wes

conpoacd of Lon thousand souls.®® It is vemarkable thab

the chupch has to the present day, continued the instie
tutlonrl idea of chavibye

By the bime that Justinien began to rule ab foms,
there wers: 4sndoshia (houses for strangers), lHososomla
(houses fop the sick), Cherotrophis (housea far widous),
Crphanstvophis {(ovphanages ), Brephotroghia (houses for the
reaping of Little childron), and Govoubosomia (homes for

481hide, pe 210 Lo
4 oide, pe 245s ofs Buogll, Ope Gibes De D
“Oryide, pe 280 fta
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the aged)e HNerses founded a Homo for $he Aped at Gonstantie
noplo, Hopht of these "hospitals® carsd for all types of
neady, Wwidows, The slck, children, and the aged all being
cared for in the sams hospltall 40

A% the church grew oub of Lbs inlongy, its works of
ghaprlby were loss and loszs individual adts, and mope and
more Ingtitatlonale And 1% must be romombered, that uwhen
zharlily loses the parsonal bouch, vhen 1t becomes objective,
it begins o dseranass, and love desayse 4 Taw guotailons
©aketeh the deolinme of lndividawal chaprity end the »iss of
instlintlonnlinm:

By the £ifth centuwy tho chureh was the grontoad

landoyner ;% the ouplso, Corrupblon wasz bhouwad

0 followe®

The poop wors not cared o individualiy, bub -

the blshop distributed largesss ous of the

profits of the chureh?s possesslions, after the

mannor of the Old Roman Euparopaeid

Doncons no longey gave rollel to the poor, bub
nanlstod the pastors in the aorviess.28

At the end of the third contury o fomale diaconais had
avrizen in thoe Bastorn Chuesh Lo enre fop tl\ra neads of the
women, This was @ formelization of tho work of widows who

in rrevions centuvies had baptized, baughi the wamen, and

%C1nid,, pe 589 2o
$71b3d,, pe 860
“81bide, pe 270 £o
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ainistored to thelr needs, in retupn for which they roe
seived chureh sunpopt 50

Tas attondanta ab tho "hooplsala® formad o sosichy of
hogpitalors, who during the Flddle Ages cerried on relief
wopls dn, but Indapendont of the chuschte supsrvision.di

Thae Fgpnasterlos also bogaa to separate from the churchls
suporvislon and anmong other thinge carried on relisf worke58

Bofore vory loag, the Rowan Hnpire fell; the church
bedmae o hisrapchy with tomporsl and apivdbtusl powens,
end chapdhy moved cut of the church, out af the hands of
tha individual Into the institutlion,

Witk the aprrival of tho Middle Agso (600-1500)

'u.1- _rs.rs‘.ma:--? of charliy In the clmwah grow into

ong m. Institubionnlisn, ¢ ¢ ¢ Individuals sbill

geve o chavlby, bus She thu"' 2tood botwesn the

giver and the rooiplont 0o

During the Niddle Agos the chupehls charitable woprlk
was corpled on by the monls and the hoapltalerse The indi-
vidual manhewr of the poplah, oxeept for octasicnal hundouis
50 beggers, dld nothing charitable exceph to contribute $o
the solicibtotions of the monasterios. Tho chsvity of the
insticutions waz phenomcnale They welcomed all the noedy

and provided thom.with naseasitios.

S husgll, ope Gies Pe 1lo
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denevolende o the nsedy uns an oarly chuvch

prineiples In the llddie Agesf, the »olief work

of the church was axenplary, The moaasterlos

wore concers from which chavity »adintod, The

monks minlateved to the slsk, protected tho poor,

provided sholtor Lor the watmrg traveolor and oame

%0 the pascue of the oaptive.bs
The Hiddle Age charity may bo swmarized in the followiag
words: o peviod 4id eo mueh for tho poor as the Midile
Apase 411 velief work was on an instliutional baslse The
ghureh wag the means fop oll Chadstlan charity, and in »2e
tumn fopr' it sho gave fovglvenonse OCheapily was no longer
dons Lopr tho love of Cnristy, bubt Yo obtaln wreleoase fron
pergascarye ODistrass was not mastored, Chrlatlanlty was

aluoat Gobally benkrupte9®
In the kodemn (hurch

The Roffomsabion ¢ld not affest thoe systeom of chaviyy
in the chuvrch, bub it changod the motive back Bo that of
the serly chuprsh, Naturally, Lutherfs cmphaesis on the unle
voroel pricsthood conteored the attontlon of tho chuwch o
the individuale. PThis could nob fall te afflect also the
chumohls abbitude toward 165 needyeS® Luther himgelf f£olt

that tho ldesl congregebicn would haevg & pasbor and & staff

54 npanem Epstein, The Upnilenge of the 4ged (lew
Lopls :i‘.‘aa:;-;-.;aaigs: i'l’m Tonsuapa Ppean, Lundjp Pe 140
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5651!3.65;11 9 OPe SiGey Po 1o




86
of dosgons L0 carry out the noeds of tho poople.®? I
well ponlizod tho intrinelc wealness of organised eharity®,
Therofors ho sought to briag chavity back to the home oon-'
grogaticn on en indlvidual basie,

Vory 1llttle inflormetion i¢ avalloble for $ho poate
Reformation poricde, In fact, this gap porsists up to tho
prosont contury. Thig may indicate olther the abgance of
interest in csre fopr the aged, or the lack of & prablom.
Frobably Ghe formeve 06 of the rosults of the iHeformablon
in the Lfiold of charity was the recognition of tho govomie
wonk 's responalblliby to ths aged ncedye. Tha abolition of
mencstories In the anble-popal lands left thousande of ncedy
wlthout any moans of supporbe The chuerch in thoas lands
was oo invoived in dostrinal controversies and religlous
wars to be able (o consider tho .probleus 'i’hez-éfura it foll
o tho state. Henco, stato ald is, resarkably, a modorn
dovelopnenie & Sypileal example of the dovelopmoni of state
ald for the poor and egad is found in tho history of Ingland,
Shortly afbar the abolishmont of tho monastoriss by Heary
the Bighth, Parliomont onacted a Poor Law (1533)e This law
distingulahod botwosn thoss not able o work, who woro Lo
bo ppovidod for by stabte fundsy ond those wino Wors able to

wopls, who woro 56 be provided with work by the ataelio. This

571uide, Pe lis




&4
inw wag not capried oub vory effectively. The dot of 1597,
at the time of Fllzaboth, provided that hospltela snd wopk
hones were %0 be eraobod, Nono wers bulls, howover, The
Poor, with no opporbtunlby to work, conbtlnued to bo & Proe
blame In LGBY, the oldy of Brlstol erceted a worlk house,
with such good prosulba thet other ogitles soun followod
wite In 1728, anvbher Poor lew wag passed o provide for
bhe employment of tho poome Thoszs who refused to work
would be daprived of reliofe®® It i intewosting to Gbe
BORVe Shat the atate Lollowed tha inasbituiional math;od. of
providing chapritve This is corbainly underatandablse Huss
aid is the only possiblo way for goverament to care for ite
indigonse Ib musb not bo thought that government lmuediately
stopped inbo bhe breach when the neady were stiranded after
the avelition of bhe monsstorisse ILittlde sonastrucsive wopl
wags dono by either sitate op church unbil the Indusitrial
Hovolublon with its atbondenit pefornm oppoaition broughb
about »ovision of the pannl, the insane and the charliable
institusions during the oarly ninetsonth conturye This roe-
Torm movemens ocnblnues o the prsssnb daye
The Victoplan oge approach to life wes acarcely roale

1stice This is wligo truo of tho atbibtude toward thoe agede
The general feoling of people during that ‘time, as refiscied

581 sxandaw Johngon, . ike Almshousg ( Fhilladolphia:
Wne Mo Mell Goa, 1911), DDe 14U=D7e
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ia vhelr soabomporary litorature is ans follows: ‘he aged
should not be consurad, It 1o pscognlzod thal thay may ab
timas ba Alilleuls Go got elong withe A daughbtor mvat
sucrlii'leco hesr marriags hopes Lo care fop hor aged perontse
Onply whon thoy have died can she think of marrlago. ﬁ'here
ary many such daughiers, still single, in our Old Folkat
Homas Godaye) Yhe widow must remain “genteel". She dars
not work unloss it be church worke &ho may Init, take cars
of tho slek, 0toe, Lo Support herselfe®® g Vistorian
approrth o the problem which the agéd prosent is vory
idealized ant vromantlce Ii‘. does not appyeosch the roal proe
blome OLd age is a golden and peautiful h'hing. Thoy do
not soe the sed and ovil sidee :

About vha mlddle of the ninat;aanth. contury tho chuvrah
began Lo Deace tho problem of old agoe It s0lved its proe
blem by erecting 0ld Follal ilomes, &8 the statu dide

In 1830, the Whibte lNouse Conference on Social Lowk
sbated:s

Until this last doesde the supsrannuaad wore

10fh o thelr own PESCUN0eS Op wore supported

in the public alnshouses and tho privately

ondowed homes for tho agede The bolief that

the propoption of old persons in the popalation

was inawveasing and thet the acceleratod speed

and mechanisotion of iadustrial procssses had

praduced the coporsunitios of employment OF mon
and women above the age ol 46 gave an Impobus

591, vapia Ghild I.onk{.rr_z_{; Poward the Sunset (U bons
Pholmoy fnd Fields, 185 T, rassise
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Yo th 2 Opasm.t_.,a of many atnte old ago penslon
lavise

“Gormany originntced the idea of social security for
the aged uwndor the leadovehlp of blamavek and established
the £irst old age insuwance in history in 1889.%6% mig
was & “part of the liational Insurancs Plan, wilch was ine
stiltubted., « ¢ 28 & propaylacstic against tho gosial nmovge
mente"OE  Othop Huvopean countvles soon followsd sulbe AS
geriy as 1850 PFeance had inbtpodagoed voluntary insuranso. :
In 1681 Iopmorik eombarksd upon 6 projoct of (utdoor Hollefe
in 1808 Italy also started a progran of voluntary insurainca.
Helpium croated a ponsion plan in 1600 Auabtria offered «
atate inpurance plan in 1906, and vhille Britain in 1908 wns
satting up & pension plan, one of her Dominlons, Ganada,
wes indtlasing en anbitlous ennulty programeP® Alaska
peoged l.!*e fiped cld age ponsion plon in 1€ib, Ly 1928
aix a!mt.cw 2100 hed sush plause From 1829 to 1951 elevon

more passed such lawsedd

8040000t Sosial Teends (ew Yorks MeGrawelill kool
Campaiy, Lifey LUOI)y Ps O4Be

6L, s wind, "Eroblems of Dopendency in OLd Age®,
-‘hitva;yn.l. auath n:m.ul gonvention Agsoniated Imbharan
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By 1247, practloally all states had passed old
age pension lawey most of which wers passed op

amandad after the onactront gg the Faderal
S00inl Seourity Act of 1085,

ghudy particularly dirsoted 0 the noeds end problems
of the apged is of very recont datoo, In 1010 the teorm gerie
atrics wes colned by Ignats oo fascher, who also wrobe
the first textbook in the £i8ld in 1614 Mot unbil 1940
did tho UnlSod dtatoa Publle Health Sarvice croate & unit
on geronoloyy et
dupling Wopdd Wap I, when the need for mARPOVaD
Rocams uwpgant, thousands of oldor pooplo were called |
back iato the industrial, sorvice, and agplculbural
seoupations fron vhich they had bocn lately oxcluded,
Tnelyr reaponse and thelr productlvity were suazing.
Without romoval of oldep psople from the sholl on
wirloh Ghey had basn placed, sven tho war might have
legked longome®?
The present day proesonis many probloms in the flsld
of old .ng{:e Thoy will be discussed in & lator chapters
A% the present %ime both church and stete ave beginning ©o

aweken Ho theme It appssars ovident that old age is on the

vlse in poreentage of population both hors and abroad, and

will conbtinue to rize for ab least thirty mors yoars.

> o o Drosunt soclety in Hurcps and the Undted
Stetes 4s aow approaching o stabilized, even
poesibly & deoelining, bLotal population with a

O8napows and Nichels, ope Clbe, Pe 587

53 Be I y nr edarleaf, Older
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lorger oldey populatlion, both absolutely and
walatively, than any othor country in the
vordd haa overy Imowm hefloree In tho inlted
Statea with deopsaso of oirthepate and the
iinisations of Inmigwation {whloh lias baan
malinly of tha ;ycm'nf and vigo:-ow;f we now have
an wnprecedonied situntlone Over onc-third of
ths totel population will soon be over 18ty
vonrg of agee In 19680 tho nwuber of persons
over sixbyefive will be move then double thad
Baday 68

How the Unlbed Stabtes, 1lts Govornment, and its

churches, will solve thet problem belonge to the fuburse

S8goudry, ope Giiey Pe XXVIIo
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CHAPTER III
OLD AGE AND THI BIBLE

It is true that among the ancient Isreslites

there is no organized actual system of charity

or poor reliefs Yei even before the writing of

the ten commandments s8sic God's people wers

fully aware of thelr scclal responsibilitioes.l
It is trus that the .01ld Testament contalns no codified set
of laws dealing with the aged lebrews, And yet that spirit
which iz the outgrowth of the Fourth Comaandmont, and thab
attitude of optimizm towarci and desirs for old age is clear=

1y revealsd in the books
The Philology of Oid Age

The OLd Testament wrikers, referring to old age; use
the berms ]R!, which means old, old man, elder, the head
of the slaves, senlon, It implies power by virtus of
senioprity. Tho term 1s used with reference to the leadsrs
Of & town, ©gsp the town counoll, IL is also used to
uean the "oldest™ child of a family, This use of tho term
has also baen carried over to the English language. Iz the

014 Tesbament age and respect seem to be aynonymous, Old

g1 Huegli, "Tha Soclal Outlook of the
Luthergﬁcgmci{;'“ (86, f.outas ‘runpubl:!.sneu Bachelor's
Theais, Goneord{a Seminary, 1958); Pe Se
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age ovinces rospact from the youngor.s

The term most commonly wsed in the New Testament is
ﬂe‘;’r’r‘eas e As & noun it means elder or ft;refather. As
an adjective 1t means: advanced in age; or senlor, Among
the posteexilic Jews this term was used to wefer to the
Sanhedrin. Among the Christians the term is used as the
title of those who presided over the congregations.® It is
used in the book of Rovelation %o refer to ths hoavenly
Sanhedrin of 24 mombers at the throne of God.% Undoubtedly
the Now Testament concept is derdved from the Old Testamonia

Tho torm mpsfirgs , and the fominine form mgssfvs
a rolated word, 1s used In Philemon 9, many think, as a sube
stitute for the word "ambassador”.® and the term Tessfsds |
meaning age, dignity, right of the first-born, is also used
with vefersnce to the aged. The eldsrs of the churok in
apostollc times are always spoken of as possesaing dlgnity,

and ape oxhopted to'be dignified.® They hold offices of

2511heln Gesenius, Hobrdisches und Aramédisches Handwbre '
torbuch #ber das Alte Pestanent (1@ipsiyg: Vorlag VOh Fe Ge
We Vogel, 1515), DP. 202,

0£, Aots 11380, Tite 1:6, 2 Jamn 1, ghi. al,

4Ry, 4314, 103 5163 7:1l, 13; set. al.

SJo Henwy Thayor, A GroekeEnglish Lexicon of the
How 'reatg?nggt_ (ﬁﬁ Yorks ? pifloFIGAR BOJOEETmn‘—'—IBE?pmy P T
Ds 5bla

6p15, 218 £
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loadershipy ond 8150 80XV n3 advisopse? Gndounsedly the
torn Yelder" and its office in the modsrn church &re dsrived
from the ourly Chrigbilaa ohupolie

The tera a;s'ng appaars onee !.n. the _HW Testamenb, 3in
John, chapher throe, verse fonr, whers lllcodemis says, “How
oan & man Lo Lorn whon he 1z old?¥ The pelated ncum,
r‘t"""'“"*- , Goours only in the Book of Acta, chapbor five,
verse bwentyeonse The Sannedria is reforred to as “and all
tho gouneil of eldewe of tho children of Israel®s® The towm
é"'e"’/ is common in ¢lassionl CGreeite It has o scuowhat oole
semptibls fiavor, due, no dowbs to the Orack attitude toward

old agee
ClLa Testament BExnmples of U1d Age

fossa is described at the tiwe of his death with the
words: “lds eyo was not dim, nor his natural force abateds"
Joshua led the Children of Iaracl into batile after thelr
forty yoars of wandering im tho wildorngas. This doas nob
geem surprising until it is diseovered that he was olghiye
five at tho time ¥ He 2ived to be ono bundrod and Lene

Job 18ved Lo bo one hundred and forty. His 0ld ags iz

.one of the blessinge listod by the author, which agoread GO

Tihayeor, ope 8lboy Pe B5Je
8Tbide, po 1146
SJoshua 14:11,

e T e e e e e o b T e e o o ende




him afjer his bostedl

The TiToh ohapber of Genesis might well be salled
“The Chapber of Old Age"e The liat of the patriarchs and
i-.heir phencmonal ages appear in that shaptore. Odubastanding
amontg thom is Hothuselah with his nine hundred and sixtye
nine yoarsert :

Ths ocutstending example in the How Teabament is Anan
the Prophetoss, of whom it is stated that “she was of &
gront age 8

It mass notb be Ghought that the writers of the 0id
Tostament glossed over the avtendant wealmesses and infirmie
ties of old ago. In particular throe chavactarlssics arve
monbioneds feoblaness,t® gray heiry24 and dimness of

Vigloneld
Kevorance for Old Age

Tho Poupbh Commenduent gerves as the basis for the

roverence fop porconts, end mord broadly, for all elders,

1050u 22:16.
Wgons 534, 8, 11, 1¢, 17, 20, 27, 513 0:80) 1l:lls 2637
120 2386e

15T Xings lsly Pue 7l:Gp Hooe 181853 Zoche 3té;
ligho 113816 1

14y sam, 22:23 Job 163103 Fre 16:Zly 20150
ABgon, £7:1g 483103 I Same 5183 41153 EHoce 18:3 i
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partloniarly the agods Hotisa that the promise attaghod Lo
thip cormandment is & loag 1480416 Proverbs S84t22 vevises
this sommandnont and applies 4t to agsd peventss "Hearkon
unto thy fathor that begat theo, and despise not thy mother
when sho is olde" liote that the fatherta advice i3 to be
hosdad aven though ho o an 0ld wehe

Theps ls an ilntoresting Loush of human insewest in the
boocir of Jobhe Throe frionds coms to Job t0 comfori him in
his affiiction, The last of theso to apoal Ls Elihw, She
Pusites He Pesrs to apeak before the two friends bocause
thoy are 524 and he ls yooager! lis natural revercass fop
tholes sags advice prevents him from disagreeing with their
opinlons andé presenting hls oune '

Lovisicus ohabes a8 a genoral camandnent that tho
Ghﬂ.lcl-m;ra of Lapeel should honor the sged, Thoy should arise
in their prossnce end honop thomed® The ewphasis is upon
shoring axprossions. of honore

Poul advises Timothy as & young pastor to show respoct
for the oldsr poople in his eongregatione When an aldsr
erva in his duby he ls not to bo "robuked," bub "ontroated”s

He should treat the older women as he woild his mobhorpel9

L65me B0s1Be

Wiob 4236s ofs Job 15:10
1810y, 16:88.

183 pine 511 fe
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Tne Ol Testament also pedords throe oscurrences of
dispoupent for Lhe sgede In the nama of bhe Lord Elisha
punighes the childvon of Hethel for thoir dlavospect, by
calling bears oub of the wood %o kill theme®™® Job came
plaina iu the nidst of hie afiliction of tho mockery of tho
childven of the rebble. ™ Jeremish camplains in his

Inmonbabions that "the faces of the oldors wers nob honorasd”

by the Asgyrians when they awopt thpough the land.Ss
Jid Age, & Tospopal Blessing of God

This is o common promisc of Qod, Lo bleas the Zaishiul
of iilg chilldven with long lifce ™o shall wall in all the
ways which the Lord your God hath conmanded you, o o o that
ye may prolopg youwe days in the land whioh yo shall posse
e8ss"5Y 1o Solomon God sald, "e o o 1f thou wilt walk in
Hy waya, o o e thon I will lengthen t}::.y dﬂys."% God suys
concarning the godly man, "With long lirfe will I satisly
hime"25 goncorning this passago the Pulpit Gommenbary seys,

B0yT Kings £:18%
“lyon 20311

LR lanentations 51126
EODaute Bsude

243 Kangs Silde
E9psein 013166
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Brength of daye is always viewsd in the 0ld Testonment as a
blessing, and & spoeial poward fop obadlensee"=° gms Paalum
sbends as a contrast o this ideas It 1o tho Paalm of
losen, which sponks of the futillty of leng life purely fop
tha saks of long life., “Whe days of oup yeurs aps thres
scope and ten, aud if by veason of strength theoy be four
acowra yoars, you is thelr strongth labor aud sorrow, for 1t
la goon oub -off, nnd we L1y awaye'®7? porhaps Sho most fauie
liar of pacsasges speaking of tho Dleselng of gedly old ags
is that weitben by lsalab, "aAnd oven bo your old age I am

hej sud even 40 hoar halvs will I carpy you."#d
0ld Age Plobured as Good

Meny passagos atbtech the adjeative "good® Go old age,
or indicate prosperity by tho existonce of old poonle in the
commnitye Oaunosis 15:15 statosy "e o o thou shalt be
burded in a good 0ld agee” It is sald of David that The
dled in a good old age."9? @9 Job rliphaz aaid, "Thou
shalt coms %o thy grave in a full age, like as a shock of

oty (s St ed Y e e e haatating Obmpany,
1050), VIII, 260e

“Tpa, 00310

B81a, 46:4e

291 Chvone 40188
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corn cometh in his season."0 Concerning this passags a
commentator says, "'he Jews wore no pesslmlstse Thoy wera
far from the alekly Buddhiast dream of illrvana, With them
life wan swaoet, and long lifo a blessinge Was not this a
true and health conception? o .' ¢ thore 1s a great bloasing
in bis spering a 1ife for full, ripo fruliebearing.?ol
Solomon says, "Th hosry head is a crown of glory, if is be
found in tho way of rightoousness." ¥, and again, "e o o
the beauty of 0ld men is the grey houd,"dd

In times of siress and warfare the agoed are the firat
to suifer and the firet to die, To the Jewish mind the
pieture of & pecooful city was thet whoere poople grow to
old age, ané uaero the agoed could be soen walking the straeia.
Iseish veas she fopmer pioture in his sixby-fifth chapber
to descrlbe the f:'!ew. Pestamont kingdomeSé '.-':echer!.ah wrltes,
Wgemoriblng the pebirth of the clty of Jerusalem after the

exile:

thore shall yet old men and old vomen Gwell
Euci;:;e abpeots of Jerusalem, and every man with his
staff in his hand for very 850

“Ciob H386e

Slpalpls Commuentary, ORe Qite, ViL, 102,
VBPpove 181816
& Ppove L0EGe
Se1caiah 85:20e
S9zache Bide
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This plotwee bocomos very vivid when i5 1s romerdored thab
tho old poonls who wore loft in the lend had perlshed by
the time the exlles 16 whom Zoahariah welte had reoiurnads
Thogo who had grown old in captlvity woere toc weak to make
the return journoye bvan though thsey would have come, they
would nave besn o burdon, ra.ther than & holp in rebullding

the ity and btamples
iidscellanacus

ramombor now thy Oreator in the days of thy youth,
vhile tho ovil deys come no%, nop the yours draw nigh, when
thou shalt say, I have no plessure in theme"¥8  With these
words Solomon begins one of the moat sublime and ploturasqua
doscwiphions of old age and its infirmities the wordd has
evop lnoune It 4# stmenge that the passage ramlns almost
wnlmawn in the prosent daye An oxpositlon of this ypasesage
will be found in the ﬂppendixo

In Peaim 71 tho aped king David brings hia fears to
God about old age and seeks Hls 41de°7 Phis pleturs of foaw
in old age coccurs vory soldom in the Bible.

Lt may be noted that while the Old 'I'as'bmunnt ebounds In
referancss to age and its problems, tha New 'resta:mnt has

very fow, This fact may be accomnted fop by the followlng

35).':«.3::' 1z le
S psaim 71:1%e
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le Ths 21d Teshanmont covars an historical period
of 5,000 yoansg, whilo the Now Testamont covers
leps than a hundeode

2e Tho QLA Tostameni covers & apan of 1,000 yoars
of weitlng, tho How Toestament aboubt 60,

“e Tho How Tostamont speoaks of tho history of
a young ohuvche 2id poople do not play a pronle
nont pavrt, ko constitube 8 great probleme

4o Tho writings of tho evangellsts and apostios
wopre nainly concerucd with tho mossage of asalvae
tione Thalr books and lottora wore not intondod
to be monuwals of soclal worke




GHATIER IV
CHARAQRERISTIION OF OLD ACGH

it nust be remombered that no ono can completoly dee
serive people of any age groupe It is lwmpoasible to doe
sorive sn individualts cheracteriatlos, how much moro 80
those of a large group of people§ This chapter attempis to
aketeh in broad ovtline Hhose shavactoristics which ere a
poculiar part of old agoe Some of thenm may be broad encugh
bo apply Go all of the agode OGhors apply to a very foue

Ago, perhaps, of all times of 1life, shows tho groatest

individuality of poraons,
Dloadvantages of CGld Age

In avowry ach, sluplo or gomploXe ¢ o function
necossarlly ﬁacome loss succoseful with ade
vaneing agge in gpite of favorable conditions
of healtl, food, lntorests or exparionse, age
decremnont ultimataly bscomes inescapable in
;-;gh:!.ezemeni; and porformance of overy huuan

liGe

Phis 1s & general truth of old agee The old man is no
longer as aaﬁable of aotivivy &5 formorly, o thinks slove
or, moves slowew, aad tires faster than he dld as a youlle
Phis doos not nocoosarily imply that heo cannot malntain tho
pace of poople younger than himselfe Somd outstonding

1k, v ."owdry problems of Aglnp (Baltiwore: The ;
10t e o “TUBE T, be 780 £e
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individuals in history have been shlo %o melateln grens
activity o & very advanced age. Howevor, Lheir pace bLee
came slower and alovor as thoy grow oldere It is ono of
the disgadvanteges of old age, thet the physicsl appavatus
of thoe body begins to deteriorabes

Young people froquently become lmpatient with old
peoople, Old pecple do noi agrae with the younge Thoy will
nolthsr chey bhom noy hoed tholwy advice, In fach, 1t vory
freguontly heppona that o wollemoant offor of assistance is
rejected by aun aged man oy woman, and rajested with not too
mueh gNeoCe

Thews is in these old poopls the apirldt of frage

dome o o @ 8plrit that chafes ab rostraint, IThis,

wirich many of us eall willfulness, 1s a charace

sordstle tralt of most .old people; o « o IG 18

quite dlfficuls to posson with guch people; pore

sunaion s of 1lttle avalle 7o thaz the younger

generation s stlll o genoration of Infanta.=

Wost men who havo sarned theiw livelihood by wentel
acbivity, ca conbrasted with those who dld manual labow,
ave able easily o grow old gracefullye This is not true
of the very museulap type of 1laborade

Mon who have prided themsslves solely upoca thelr

abllity to wark, or thelr endurance, o their

physienl stroagth, may find aging a threat o

Zholy esboeme Sicinmoss in such mon may produce

mope than the usual amount of anxzietye. The

necessity for older men Go glve up cerdaln
stmnmu}sr athlebic pursuits in which bthoy ongd

found great satlafection nay be & sevard soursa

Brmanols Bavdwsll, The Adventuve of Old Age (Soston:
Houghton MA7filn CGompeny, 4920)s Po ide
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of frustration ¢ « « Hen to whom sexual activie

%y has boon, amoang other things, a source of

bolatering thelr self-sstoem may find life grow=

ing f£let and dirsctionless with the waning of

the sexuel drive.d

Older people are not.able to work as fast az the young.
As they grow older, their actlvity becomes progreasively
slowar, This slovneas of activity should aot be totally
credited to phyaicel deterioration. This present century ..
hos been 2 time of groater and greater activity. They who
arg o0ld today were born in a.time of less spsed than today.
t.('heir reactions are today naturally slower, due to force of
hebit and previous environmment, %0 a certain -ax‘sent A thé
aged person cf today is physically disorilentated.4

The most evidt.ant of the disaedventages of old ags are
the 1nfirm1}'.1@s. Loss of eyesight, loss of hearing, of
t;.eeth, all are commonly associated with old age. kany aged
are afflicted with arthritis and rheumstism, These and other
paysical disabilities contribute to the disadvaniages of
old sgoe. Vexing as they mey bs, most cld psople take them
in their stride, oven joking about them. “In early life

ther people's logs got in our way; in later years we fall

s s s and J. Lennart Cedarleaf, Older People
and mﬁ"‘éﬁé&hﬂ?ﬁgw Yorks % Abingdon=Cokesbury FPress, 1049),

Pe 65,

47411sn J., Mertin and Olare de Gruchy, Sweaglng. %g_
?

Oobwebs (New Yorks The Macmillan Company, 1
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over our own."9, says OCharles Gourtenay., And he voices 2
common concern of old peopls, “When my legs began to
trouble me I felt thankful that old age attacked m theres
and not at the other end of me, my underatandings, rathsr
then my understending.”6
The 0ld 4Age Coxnseling Service of San Francisco made &

discovery about the retired aged who applied at their agency.

e e« o independent or dependent, all thesa old psople

lead unheppy llves. The source of this unhappiness

is inability to do anything, oreate anything, or

participate in any activity, that 1ls worth while

from the individual or the sooclal point of viewe

Sustainsd idleness and the sense of uselessness

reate hopeless deapair.7
This point may be taken into consideration, not only by _
church, in planning activities within the congregaticn, but
also by the church organisation on the synodical or denocmie
national level in planning care -foz- the aged.

01d sge does not do away with selﬂhneas.‘ The old
grandmother ‘or grandfather is generally pi.oturéd as kindly
and unselfish, but in a group of other old psople, that
same old grandparent ‘acts in e selfish fashion just as does

his grandehild. In an institutional atmosphere this tralt
is heightened.

SIbide

llors
="'.‘{.d.l:!.em Jde Martin A.Handbook for Old Age Gounse
(San Francisco: Geerts ?r'!'ﬁ'ﬁ"fng 00., 1043), D. B
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o o o 208G OLd pecple went atbentlon end atteniion

above Gholr fellowse They want to bs conuidopod

‘aonobodyfe They resent the least alight, strive

for selsotive recognitiony want to bocome Inowa

becauss of scme charactoristle, or some incident

in past 1life that sots them apart from obhorses
Pity tho pastor who cvarlooﬁs ona of his aged parishionors
in his afteresorvice noraing greetings, or forpois &8 namve
Or worse still, woo o the pastor who vinigs ons of his
parishionors ai Lhe church's Old Folks licns, and dcos nob
visit obhers who abe 8i80 diving there. That sged man or
woman will novew fopget that imaglaed slighte

Uid peopleu’s sosial groups are marked by osetaln
gharucloriatics pecullar to thelr i';:;vpa, Just as young
veople’s groups, Ladies Alds and lents Clubs have tholr oun
charactorlabloge Among them ares le slover tempc, 2 dve
liberation, ¥ the meticulous sebbiug forih of resolutions
and moticns, 4e & gresiur dogrse of ¢coentricivy and indile
vidusiity, He less inhibition of expression, 6. garrulouse
noss, and Ve & yroaior reaponsiveness in expressing love
and gracitude.? This. is also true of tha activity of older

wer in Lhe vobors assembly of theo chuwche

a-'v‘-'im*slwall, Lo ﬂ'lto, Pe 164
O avas and Ceddrleal, Ope Olbes; De 204 Lo
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Advantages of 0ld Age

Although detordoration of the physical is an integral
of groging oid, it in not a totally avil procoss,

In corbaln funciions doorament 1s not wholly une
desirables Thus decrease in sonslitivity to pain
in late adult lif'e is without doubt r dafinite
asast, Perhaps of poclal &8 well as papasonal
adapbive value is $the waning of the sex drive as
the pressure of cocnomic responsibllity coafilcts
with tho prooreative wrgoe And of gooinl meorit
is ppobsbly the decremsint in individual smbition
Popr pevesonal achlievement which permits or even
onoourages g rise in effectivenoss of the noxe
gongrabione

N4 snpe s alwaye associatesd with wladom, and ri..ghi;ly

Theye ave those among hhe aged who are foolish, bus by

and lorpe, the sged sye gagaclons,

nops

The seewmlation of informeiion and the exerclse
of the intoilectusl funchlona, togethor with the
¢onbrolled orgenisation of emobtlonel ettituvdes,
make possible the dsvelopment of huwran wisdose
Thie is the ocharactoristic prez-oiativa and GO
sribubion of well prescxved agaeil

Interesta change with agos The older porscin boocnos
roflective, and lose materiallistic. Kavie saya:

Azo mav bping o maturing sense of pleasure in
h":n:zﬁn g-alaﬁ?%ns and inerease neathetle approcine
5i0nSe o o Thoro may be an inoraeasing saz-axgii'.y
sud beausy of porsonality wiiich atiracts 0ld and
FOUNEZe ¢ 8 o o o 1150 may talke on a graa-_be:g
posnaiuinease e o o Bven retlrement may dring
with 1t o pelonse from the nocessity of meetlng

s0uamy, 0pe SiBe, Pe 78Le
uibidn’ Pe T0Be
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Gendlines aud living by the eloske me mey
ther 20¢ his own paca, end may work at the
things he reelly likes to doe .Polao and
self asswance may grow oub of the knowledge
of what ono hag done and can do o o ¢ Thoras
may be botiem juﬂmvfg, kooner ineight, and
e wider porapadtive,

The agsd womoan and man are ne loager interostod in

|
!
physical scblvities, exploring, cdventure, strenuous sutco l
delving on travel by aloxplang, They bacome more intere ]
ented in their home, in art snd music, charitiecs and polie |
bleas Ctransely onough, mony old people get thelr advente !
ures vicarioualy, in dovective stoples.ld :
.2 people are notoprlously conservativee lMost old
paople belons to the Hspublicon Panty, sliéhough the IDemoe
eratio Papty has been winning many of thom by its "falp
donl¥ policy and soclal work activitye. ¥Young rpoople feol
roatricted by tho conmervatlsm of thelpy elders, but thad
consorvation 1a offeet by an ineronscd Lolsrance on tho
Doyt of the ageds "In the normal progess of aging theve
appeaps to come 2 widenlng of normmal horizons ami & hroade
ening of viewnolnt e d4
Tras 3 Ny et 5 . - hald
e R Teoed Tn scmgihing 2ko &

stato of suspended apimation, How a numhar of
of us peulize that from birth oz, ouw exdatenco

I8 ayvas and Cedarleaf, oPe giiiep Pe GPe
3-;'3cm=:d.ry, Ope ibey Pe 700
14ybids, pe 200,
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is o tenaion vwhlch relaxes, not for slosp o

fop age but only fop deathe Kvery age perlod

has 1ts own stresses and strains, its own ine

Gornal and externnl adjustrnents G0 BAK o e o

senossonsa, dogpite its sical and even social

poeaivity, has itoc dynenic qualily, its cone

£llobunld, striving elomonts, ©linical psye

chintyy shows that cnotional rﬂ.ﬁm.itiﬁis a

funetlon of personality, not of agoe

014 people ave very eble o cavo for themselves in
most instences. Uhile they may not live on as grand a
goale as youngor poople, thoy manage to live sablsfactorily.
9914 peoplo don's like to be managed so long as thoy can
tako caro of themselves."18 gourtonay poys, e ¢ ¢ We 04
people hove no wish o be fussed wrer, or made muoh of, o
treated voyallys we profeor to D one of the othorse=just a

woloone guestet? ;
Foaprs of 014 Age

Peyehologlists and pajyohlaurie.;ta have dlscovered thab
feoavs which developed 4in youbh, but wors submerged in mide
dle age, have a« habili of oropplug up in old ege egain.ld
Somo of She complexes which orop up in old age aro: nlisade

2
linens, rabionalizetion, end nervousnessetd

1511360, Po 786e

1622. 8lbeg Do 41,

1‘7@_1’;&0 s Pe 188,

18 n ge Haptin end Ulare de Gruchy, Salvaging Uld
Ape (fiaéli%%gﬁemmﬁmuan, 1940), Po BY £5,
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Okt people live in the shadow of doathe (ne of the
groetost questlons in the £iold of the fears of old ago, a
quostion, psrhape put to old peoplo mors than any othor is
thls: Do oid people fear death? Ono authority stabes:

Thera have beon very feow studies or peporta on the

Ponr of death In old age, bub whatever we have ine

dicates that any such drend is not sharagteriatic

G normal 0ld paoplee ¢ o o Whabt most old poople

raally dreend is not deathy but great paln and the

poouinillty of belng dlsabled, espeelally belng
helplessly bedrlddon for a long timo20

Ppobably tho greatest fear of old paople, eapoclally
of the more intellostually giftod, 1s the foar of msntsl
docadenso. Ung author states, YL have morked this fear of
sonililty partloularly in old paople who are abovo the
average in education and intelligencoe _'I cantt vemombop
namoBe? !X%m getting so I fargat everybhinge? I hope I
shall nevgr lose my minde! Theae are rather commun oxprese
olonsg and ofcon the manner of the saylng convays the idoa
that tho speakers are & bit worrieds"#l gourtenay cites
tho following four fesps Of old age: poverty, doath, pore

secution, and asnllity.25

800oudny, ope Oibe, De 80Se
“lzarduoll, ope 8lo, Po &le

“Byourtenay, ope 0iles PPe 12G-8e
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¥antasies and Hesentriolties in 914 Age

Madleal and blological scloncos, and especisily
their mora matgrialistie 5anerailzanﬂ, have fvom
oo side of Ghe £lold of human ohsexvation vacoge
nulzod the grim fact of recession ln maturiiy:
aftor the vigovous positive growth in youth comes,
in the courso of time, a gradual negatiye process
of phyaiocally conditioned montal decaye<o

One of the chavasboristlos of mental desay is loss of
memoryse A8 bthe brain shrinks, the aged forgot and their
voeabuiany shoinks. Tho montal procaas slous downe Tho
emotiona and feollngs lessen, und oconbrol over thom is ofton
diminishedes Tholir frionds and acquaintances arse doady tlmos
have changed, and thoy are lost, without the mental facule
ties to veoriont Shemsplvese®* Howover, loss of menory is
not naganserily o part of old agse Dre Hartin sayas

indead, iloss of memopy is popularly Dolloved 0 be

& nocessary accompanimont of growling olde Peycholoe

gleally considersd this is false, fo» even in ¢ases :

of sdvenced senllity or under pathologleal conditions,
ontirs loss of memery 1s not founde Bven very oid
poopla romember woll, henes thelr foudness for reonie
niascing, thelr garruioaaness ahout the dlistant paaty
the Tradar lomms that are found evoryuhere, ©specle
ally smong the ldle olde~D

Yony causes contribuse to the eooensricitieos and fale

tasica of many of Ghe ageds

£90owdry, ope 8iliey; Pe T80
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Whon one wilthdvaws from life, or is laoclated from
an active life, a natural roactlon ia to taie
refuge iu fantasye. Much of tho so-called reninie
sconce ic not always of gratifying exporienass,
for there are aleo momories of fallures and loge
ags and mlatakes, JQueoor or poouliar bohavior in
aoms older people should be undorstood a8 ovidonss
off e neod fap help in finding adequate Bolue
tions $o problums, and for guldance in achileving
snbisfylog oxperiences within the limltations of
laceyr masburitys ¥We should noty, however, congiden
ail beshavior .as queor vhich does not £if into a
NAr2oy 1orM., With older people ospacially we
ghould guard againat vegarding all deviatlioas

83 ROUPoLLs 2

keny peopie beoome nourotic as a result of forsed roe
tlpomento«%7 Whon one of the parbaers of a maprlagse dles,
thore i the groatest touptation for the surviving membhew
50 hogln iiving in the paste Heverles on the happy momonts
of the past can Pinally lsad to campleto wental disoricatae
tiones® some pooplo suffor mental loss, purely ag the po=
suls of poo» mental work habitse, Ihe mind grows #lack
through disuso and misuse.®Y Ip it is dirficult for the
older individual o adjust himself o his changing onviroile
ment, the sasiest sclution is to 1ivo in the paste The »e=

sult is: “the individual has his body in the bwontlieth cenbe

S6paves and Cedarlsal, Ope Olbe, Po 8D
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ury, but his mind in the nineteonth."o<
The seme ¢auses may bring forth childishness in sons
peonlos Cno psychimtrlst calls sged childishness Ya name
malian veaponse bo chronleally beffling situations,™Sd
Havis of fers the same solution:

& ohildligh older person is in reality & peorscn who
hus nover greoun up, in thoe aense that he has nover
learned how to han&le problen situations eonstruse
tlvely. Many such wersons go through iife masking
tholr Immatuprdby under o cloak of eonventlonality,
untill they wmeot a sltuadtion whloh camnot be aolved
in & copventional waye Or a childish older psyrson
mey have ieernod o handle his problems in a falrly
adequate nannor, but when frustrated over a poriod
of btime by the now probioms of later maturlty may
fall baclk wpon earller patiernse Thua vhen one
booomes depsndont through 1llness or poverty he is
1ikely to col 1 upon patterns found ugeful in hls
former dopendent stabtus as a ghilld, such as sulke
ing, making threaks, bullylng, scouaing, or aven
having Lantpruaseve

Fhen older poople reallze thelr loss of capacisies,
provided thoy havae not deteriorated to such a degros that
they cun no longep fear, they begin to withdraw from
aoslebys Thoy stay et home, negledt ghurch fttendance, and
refuse Lo take part in scelal activitles. When forced out
from the socurisy of thedr home, thoy betrey fear and ‘2nge

v,
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The Health of Old Age

¥he Hagicnal Health Suevoy of 10456 and L9566 peveals
that in the age geoup of sixty-Cive to sevanty-four, a llte
tle T Ghan five por dent aro invalidss In the group
£rom savonby-Iive o olghty-four, mors than seven par cenb
are invallds; and in tha group over elghty.five mors than
10 per cont ave invalids.v?

Witk megard to longevity, purs nuscle workéers raroly
live to an advaneed ago. Bubg on the whole, women, loan
people, the marpied; and the religloua; live tho longest o 9o

The opdor of cause of death among the agad ls: cancor,
haapt disosso, uovrvous troubles, and kidney complaintse¥®
Stabisticolly sposking, onsehalf of ¢ld peopls die of die
genses of the circulabory systeme neeolghth dis of die
sesacs of the pesplrabory systeme Onoweighth die of sancer
in gome other pavt of the bodye. Eight end one-half por eont
die of dlucases of the kidneyse 8ix and ong«half pexr tent
Alo of dlnosses of tho dlgestive systom other than Cancore
Ten por soent &le of disoasss .of other organ systoms or
traunntz. Howre old paople dle in winter than in gwmeove

And mowre die in Ghe latbor half of the night than durlng tls

G
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£irst half and the daylight howrse<?

Same old people are gullty of overt sox aotse. Oldap
poople are not devold of sex inlevest, In fact, the Einsey
Roport suggoats thab sox interost and evon sox capaciiy
may constinue into $ha aeventh and oveun the eighth deocade of
11fqe™d

Effect of Hex Diffevence on Old Age

Aaong wonan the biologleal factors whilch tend o
eause the graasost Ali'flcoulsy are the change in
oubpard apposrancd and the loss of Lertllity.
Foxr women who have used soxual atiractiveness and
physical besuty &s means of achlsving doulnablon
op socupliy or aoglal atatus, lnstead of develope
ing real chamas and skill in human yelations aud
2 pogitive salf-ovalumtlon for deepor gualitlies
off woydtly, aging o8 & biologioal process 1s @
speainl throot .o

~ One authop was of tho opinion that wen arpo better abla
0 adjush themsolves to the alushouse atmosphere Lhan wonon .29
The experlonce of the author ls ihe the exach apposito.
" jen bave @ higher vate of suiclde, aecident, insanity
and genius than womon. - i&n gxpend wmore anorgy than womshe
It io puch mows Qifficult for oldsy men to taks frustration

than {for oldor women, women retive from active life more

" Hgowary, Ope Clbey Pe 8id Lo
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successfully than wone Hen age Faster after rativement

than womene [en ara bottar able to endure iasolation thes

wemen, in facit, seon to prefer it as they grow oldere®L

NP S — T,

The Unmerrisd of 01d Ags

The averuge aged porson who has not marpled is usually

e -

Yopinionated®s e has lived for and by the lithle thilags
of 1ife, has never baen called upon $o ylold, and, conage j;
quently, holds tensoelcusly to his own ways and idense He
is selilish, and the ponalbty is scolal ostraclomed®

€ho hemait typo vory seldom £its into an institutional
or social avumoaphores iz horiZou 1s limited, anc he is
very sollwconterad, 9 discovers thei the world does nob
revolve abous him, and he ls unable to adjust to his new
environmanbe "Uhey ave pathetde figures, uthappy misfita¥ .49

wveory slmshouse has its shars of old muids. Every cole
gregation hes its unclaimed treascures. Often thay are
@ccontirls, somebimes blitare Frequantly the old mald sabe
stitutos ths memory of her father for the husband she nover

hinde

Phey build up & tendor fabrie of deveblon, a shrine
am 1% wers, in whish they placo thelr memory of the

4hgcudny, ope Gibes Po 7986
4Epanduoil, ope 0lhey Po 7 Le
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most wonderful vivtusa which they fesel he should

nave pax sensod, end pradually fool that ho déid

posaesse Yho pathotlo part of all this is thab

oot worship 1o usually givon o a moat unWOre

by person, a man whosge 1lfo in many cases was

apans in omggaas, whose existaonee wns & rae

PROGCE o o

The old maids of soolely, male and fomnale, constitute
& problem fop the Ghurche Gonerally tholr spproach to life
is unrealisbic and impracticale They collect a mouatain
of worthless, oute-ofedate clothing, furniture, and bools,
Some pondey a vory valuable servico to ths Church, Uthars
ave o puaresitic drag, by whom no sclubion of thoir problama,

howover kindly intontionsd, is pleasanily rocolived.
ihe Attitude of tho Agod Toward tho Chureh

“older people do tura quite haturally to Gho churah,
% is wa;:;aliy sho most accessible agency in tha somuunitye
Froquently it &s tho only agency of service tiat is lmown
G0 meny r,'u.-m;::lr.-).“45 Hiowaver, meny old people, suffering Ivom
poversy, will stay away Crom church servidss besanss of the
shobbiness of Suoir oloshing and tholr lsok of monoyes6
Gonbrary o populer opluion, ThOrse &8»0 probably as

many unchupchod old pecple eo young pooplost?

4€1b3d., pe £0 £e
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Clder poople fall into temptation mope oasily than '\/
youngsr people, Charlss Courtenay claims, Hoe basos this on
two points: L. Theip dofensos are not so effactive, and
Z¢ Theoy have mope lelsiwe timee28 Ho llsts the following
gins of oid paople: susplolon, discontent, shortetemper,
projudice, hgallém, olala to infallibilisy, obatinacy,
oubspokonness, unbldineas, fussiness, santankerousness,
vanity, impasisncy, interfersnce, and hopslessnass.d?
 Gourbonay, somsnGing about wahalief in old age utabes:
"howe mast always be esomobhing desolato about old age, in
all i%s onrly and late stages; but en old age wlthout God
ig Par mors desolating,®S0 |
Hany pastops note thab a mamber of psople who had fale '
len awey fpom the coagrogatlon came back in lator life.
This is partially explainsd by the changes of intevesta in
0ld opse "This makes the Ohristien falth psculiarly role-
vant to the adjustments demanded by lator matwrltye St
Wiithout a doubt, the cimroh is & groab comfoprt to the agade
AB ono of thew says, "Whet a glorious prospect Ior theo aged

and tho aginge it is good to be cmionde It is bettor O

‘l‘l
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bo joyous. It ia bost of all to be ab paace in Josus oup
Lorde Thank God, it is for us all « Ppacs ab the lagh "52

Youth and Old Age

Yrom gonovation S0 genenmatlon young and old have
rogarded eging from tholr characteriastionlly
dlyvorse polnts of viewe Agninst the purely
phyeiological measuring standurde, active en-
thualestic youth has tended to check off mide
dle or late age at or near the Soro and in whab
hag gesmed 0 tho remote and inexperienced supe
voyor a conditlon approaching inertia and impoe
tence, In torms of an indox of influence and
wladon, noro adriring and nope envious mman
onginoers, even though young, have occasionally
extolled, probably to an oxaggerated degres, the
high attalnments of agod oxparioncte #And age has
in its turn viewed on the one hand the deficiencies,

- and on the other, the intrinsic positive copacle
ties of youbh, now with superior disregard, agaln
with tolerant beneovolence, or even with apprecie.
tive encouragomont.dd

In o susvey of two thousand men in elight professions,
the dlscovery wae made that oldor mon are no more catholis .
in their intereats than younger men. They have as many
likes and dlslikes as younger msn, but they are not identie
cale®4 Qlder men are less daring, and more averso 4o
shangs than younger mene They generally like their occupae

tion laess, Older men avs less interasted in zaople and

more Seelusive in thelr interests and amuscmentse Love and

58gourtenay, ope 8ite, Po £E5e
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hatred towvard othepr people bosomos more intense as mon
grow oldar, Jlder wen are mora aure of thelpr estimate of

themsolves then younger mene?®

Whore physiesl stamina and onorgetic alertness
are of rolatlively greater account for productlion
then iz consldered practice, youth will probably
aluays oxcoal, but in the oxerelae of the highov
montal protesses, in canprehension, in voasoning
nd Ln Judgment, age alone can devaelop, through
yvaayr alter yoar of practlaes, the quelitics of a
bread philosophligal objectivity. Incroasing
years of fer opportwnlity for incroasing oifectivae
noss in life orgenlzations Poraonal goals ba~
come better dsiined, onets own abillilies better
underatood, the emoi’;!.onal stressos of frusirae
tion and disappolatment s.ztg met with loss oxe
ponse to the porsonallty.?

I% iz quits @ hardahip for the aged Lo be shub away
Lrom childreon dueing ﬁiwi:e lagt yearse This is qulte ovie
dont whon a young person visits an Old Folks Home wlth a
babye whe old folks croud around to pet and fondle the
child, & youngsber, wandering through the hella of tho
Bono is londod down with osookies and candy from the éeerem
giopes of the old folks. Perhaps the Jowlsh people roalized
this nosd of the old for tho companionship of the very
young when they buiit caubination Jld Folke lomes and

Crphanpges in forwer yeoars in this aountrye>?

S811ide, phe 20ede
5sﬂmid::-y, Gpe Glbe, Pe 7682

579arawolly Ope Sites Pe 18 Le




CHAPTER V
NEFDS OF THE AGED

There aye cortaln baalc nceds, poculiar o the agod,
wh:i.ci-. soagribube o & longer life and greater physical and :
mental ;:es_lubairlg and contontmonte ’Jrha‘o:l.der person can
prepare himgeli Lfor kils advencing age by doing four things:
malntalning cdvle functions, contlming emotional end apirie
tual funetlonz, meintaining old skills and developing now
ones, and kecplng his hoalthetr With repard 50 the latber
polnt, the agaed porson must obssrve moderation in dlat,
proper diet with sulfiolent vibamins, moderate physical
oxerclne, propor ocars of the drin, modoration of wark,; and
a chseriel i{-lspoaitisn.a The part which vitamins play in
incressing the 1ife span of en individual cannot bo over-
emphasglzad, ,

The most important organ of the body to Tha aged person
ia hie gtomnche "The stomach has more o do with well-being !

of the aged than the aged knowe"®

unpsin 8 cumpart, “Oldsr Peoplo liave Nocomo Importanc”,
ke Luu,:au:.’o L:Dianawh {Kovember 12, 1950), pe &G, col. ]
and
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e o » Lho agod noed a apeclalized dlet, just an
the very young doe Nldexly people are all ¢xporie
sacling e genoral slowing~up of life's processosg
thay live sedenbevy lives for the most part; thelr
genanral physiosl pomers of reslistance to faklgue
and disease are diminishings It la important
thevefors, thet their Qlot be adjuated ea:'afu.il:r
to thelir pooullar neods it a high ratio of health
and gomfort 18 o boe malntalned, One of the
distary problems of the aged ia due %o the Very
genapol loxs of the power of mastieation o o o
Another conditlon s ¢ ¢ 18 faulty elimination ¢ o %

"

Sleeplsssness is anothier problenm of old agee Thorefore

the aged nead good beda and gulobe

fleap is leoss vogulare They have good and bad
nlghis, one ox more of agach albternating, which
mekes bhe next day olear or cloudy with drogs.
DQUOOQ.DGBOOUOG.-I..OOQ.
“ho appebites Clustuatio and may readily hocoms
capriciouse o o o Mook, too, not only learn to
avold heavky meals at night, but £iad 1t bost to
lay in most of thelr rations earlier in the dnYe
Vewy many find in dlet their ehief conter of
intevest nnd solicitude o « o There ars albore
nations of mood ¢ ¢ o The 0id are very q.epand-
ent upon weather, climate and seagons. Winter
is haprdest on théme o e e Supsrcharged with
subtle and profound symboliams of thelr own
stage of 1lifo.d

The very old often draad sunlight, dreas 400 warnly,
and dontt oxercise suffisienitlye As & vesult they sit cone
stansly in an overheated room and doze, swaking ouly ab

mealtime snd bsdtimee To awaken them GO ranowed life, one

Aie 85 " Diabs schodulos®, ThiprtyeScocnd
tie Stanmer, "Diets and Dict Sch % N4
Amuel Convenblon Assoclated Lutheran Cheribles 553 P
Po A0De
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maet fopde them inko some form of physioal exersiase, and
glve them the nental stimulation to camy it oute®

OLld people have grest difflculty mounting helghts, one
torlng cara, end golng up and down steps, Nany of thelr
sooldents happen in the bathroom, entering snd leaving the
bathtube The old require apecinl tubse Perhape the best
type both from the sbandpoint of sanltatlion and of safety
is the sitsbathe It ia wsll for old people to live on the
fingt floop of dwellings, to have low cupboards 1ln the
kitenen, olimineiing both ellvbing and stooplng to gel
kischen ubensils, perhaps spsclal doors, onay Lo open,
with simple catches on thone Little study hes besan glvon
o this sroea of the noeds of the agede

The arged appveciate entertalmmonte This iz a partle
eulay problem when the aged ave institutionallizods

To break the monckeny of dally routine, entare

tainment of e gultuble type mmet bo providode

Tt must not be too deep, nor too high, nor Goo

henvye If it 18, it Lores instend of onbore

taining them as thelr yawning and goneral

pasblossness pProvese e o o thelr Iuflmliyy

poor slght, hend of heaplng, the mental facule

tles sla-.::aé dao n. wide difforences of intelll

genco and educaition avgn. the language, offors
some real difficuliiese

814i1icn J. Marbin and Clare de Opuchy, Swooplug the
Gobwolba (How Yowk: The iacmillan Gompany, lma .Ii! p!«EL T2 Lo
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The opinion ls rapldly developing that nany agod aps
bast praovided fory net in Inatitubions, bul by themselves
in thelr own homese The program of soolal ssourity has
made this meove genorally posaibla.8

The old most of all nead personal provision and

guilfer most Irom mass treatmant, for they ave

0L & elass bub are h:,rpe;'-indiv{dualizad. « 0 @

the old often dovolop whni seeuls to othors sonage

losz Ldicsgmorvasies that are roslly exprossive

of sssonblel tralts ¢ o ¢ It 48 ¢ o ¢ hard on

thon G0 he denfed the privilege of privacy ab

will, of having cortain things all thelr o o o o%

LJovover bthe old cannob ve loft completely independsnt.
They unecds Uhe assweanceg thet il they aver are In finane
olal atralts they will be heolpeds the assurande that adae
quabs medical and aupsing care will be avellsbls if needsdp
end the esrbtainby thet anybime that thoy are in nced thelr
pastor can and will Lelp ﬁ!‘;am_.m :

0ld poople cannot be molded, particulapiy if thoy arse
well over sevenby-five. Thelr modos of living, thelr ts_ble
manuors, tholr abllity vo get zlong with people are s3te
Tho basic omsidepatlon with the majordivy of needy aged is

not the mebullding of charactere I is onabling Tho agsd

sepson 5o mest his neodse The aged men or wozan wWho DEe

82aul Be linves and Jo Lennart Jedarloaf, Older Pooplo
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sones Institublonelized has & particular problom o 90lve.
He and shs have baon thrown Ainko an oabiroly now abtuoaphere
and way of Ilfes Hew acqunintances musi ba made, and the
old left behind, Some of these aged parents never maks
the adjustmont, Obthers dla In the atbenph, of loaslinoage
Institmitionalizabion progouts itz oam paptloular %Lyne of
problons for the agod, aad B now set of noods ariéoa. In
goneral, the Individual rst be permltied as uch &8 POSe
gible to lead his 1ife in Ghe institubion as he dld ir the

hore and anvizowsont he lalh 'heh#.ml-ll

i

Lmz0, Katonkamp, “Pamsonality Problems in a Home fo@
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CHAFTER VI
THE PRESENT® PROBLEN 0F OLD AGE

Ll mge has alweys boun & problem to a greater op loge
aor dogroos There have always beon $those aged whoso physie
cel or mental remoundes gave oub long befora they ware
voady fop Gho graves Friondlass and without ralsbtives, it
remalnad Top bhe atate or church &0 provide for thems It
was nob witll ths last oconbwy that the Iuthewrsn chuprsh in
Americs Telt the need Lor the establishmant of old age ingtie
tujionde Instiiutions apre always oeatablished by the ohaweh
when the numbor of those pequiring the holp offarad by thatb
inptitution has becous largae It is an assusption thebt by
mage oare, tho church van offer bettor and choapor caro than
by individoal cave within the congregatlone

Tha peoblon of the aged, howgvery, has bocoms greator.
in rocent deys, Perhaps this is partially due %o ineronsed
intareat in the probloms of old agae, tha noweat figld of
sooinl capo, Many otheor fuotors enter in %o make this
perlod of time tho theeshold to an ora which may possibly

be dominated by bhe-aged and thelr problemse
Population Trenda

Bop tho fost bime in human hlatory pscpleo over
sixby veaps of age now constltute o gt gnificant
proportion of the populatlon. In 1829 about 1{1
per cont of the people of the United Stabes wi
bo sizby op ovare 2In 1900 1t was loas than ¥
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par coab, snd a Qun&md yeers bofopre thab, loag
than & psr conbe .

dhe Pollowing is & bable of the parcentage of the popue
dation of tho Unlbed Statos, sixty-five years of ago oy
oldors .

LE5U w BoUj 1080 » 4.7

1860 = 275 1950 « Hedd
1870 « 3408 1840 « G
1880 w Gedi 1950 » ToB
1800 » 495 1960 » 104
LO00 w 4,25 1990 w 11,83
1010 w debY 1980 « 14e4:°

Phe modlan age In 10BU was 6.7 years. In 1500 1t had
risen to Eio¥ yourse In 1940 the {igune had beoome 29 yourBe
Indleations are that it will sontinue to rize watil 1980
vWien it will pradunlly sbebllize itself about the flgure of

that year op slightly lesse™

Tho leugkh of life span has also lucraased, In 1800
the average lengoh of 1ifo was thirbyefive yoarse In 1850
bhe aversge life spun was ln excess of forty years. By 1900

1% had risen to 3lightly less thon fiftye In 1840 the fige

| Lpgul B Mavos and Je Lennayt Gedarlenf, Uldsy Peopla
and tho th:-:g_l_t_h (ilow York: 5 Abingdon-Jokosbury TrOnD, LUL9 ),
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ure wae siziy-thres, and oaly nlne years later, 1849, the
fipure wan slxbye-alx, This latter figure divides botwesn
tho soxzes In the following dlvislon: women, 60.6 and men,
6aebot

An intergating set of figures have evolved from tho
1650 conaus roporbe AL that time Ghere were 4,933,215 old
pooplec in the uUnlted States, Thoe breakdoun was as 1’011051&3
41,05 weve bebwaen 66 and GDe 29.,1% wore betweeon the ages
of 70 snd T4, I7e3# woro batween the ages of 76 and 79
The tobal rumber of aged in the United States was more Ghan
the total population of the counteyy inm 17008 It was a
groater numbay than the combinod population in 1920 ofs
Avizona, Dolawara, Iasho, Moatana, levade, Now Hampahire,
Hew Vemigco, Hopth Dakota, Rhodo Igland, Ubeh, Vemacnt,
Wyomiag, DMetriet of Colusbia end Alaska o ;

Thoe Unltod States Censua Bureaun reported timbt the
populaticn of aged in the United States would #1lse from
fourteon million in 1940, or 10% por cent of the popula=
tlon, Lo mops than thirty million in 2000 a. dop OF 1868
per cent of the population. The medlan age would rise fron
80 to ST.de (mly notional catastrophe could poverse iba
fhls ploing twend of tho number Of sged oould b expected

43bide
Sabraham Hpsi;e.tn The Challon o Aped (xlew -
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- to eomo bo on gnd botween 1950 and 2000 when the birth and

donth wate may bo steblliued, After this time thove might
bo o slipht decline in total populatione®

The populatlon of the world was formerly able to

bo grarhed in o pyramids How 1% 48 mape 1n v

shaepe of an ogge The birth vate hos gone dawng

and moro and mopro older pooplo survive o a

lasor ﬁﬂo e ¢ o WO ROW havo & nayrowed hase, o

wvidsy mlddlo-nged group and e wuoh enlargsd

gooun of the aped ab the tope’

Hanowioal inopoaso e nobk the ouly couss £op the ine

croased problom of tho egede lovisg 1iste fouws

le Changing pattern of foaplly 1ife - chlldron aro
ioss dooivons o holp poronts snd paronts GO
be Lelpeds ;

Le High vont, 1

S It 48 aimost lwpossible to save enougn moagy
o pobive one Moty to £ifty thousand dollaws g
are rogalyrad for o married man o retire ab
siztyefivoe Twenby-five to thixty thougand
ase roguired if hio has scclal securlbye

do Husbillity of socioby to tho fgide

fe Thoy eantt kosp abraast of the rapld change
of tinede ;
be Immigrants witn 1ittls sducation ure Sowow
bimos daspised by bheir chlidrene
Ge GChildvon sook tnlt;e in s-.ﬁmg_mz- aopial
. elass phan tholr panaicds . ]
G. Inerssaing moblliby of the populationed

Cuaves end Gedarloaly OPe Sibey Pe 45e

Ve Vo Cowdyy, irobloms of Aslag (Bslbimove: The i
Wlitons ac TS Fonpey, oa8); pe VT £ ‘

Bavos and Codarleafy 0ps Siey PPe 86<Te
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Changes Within the ¥Family Unit

Throvghout history the family has afforded proioc-
tion to its members o o« ¢ The famlly has tpadie
tlonally guarded its members against bodily harm
from onemies and against economic insecurity in
infancy, and old agée s+ o o The protection of the
vory old members of tho family was formerly rendersd
almost exclusively by thelr offspring. With smaller
femllies and greater mobility of the population they
are less often sc protected. In some countries the
ca»p of the aged has been assumed in part by the
atate today,.?

It is very easy for the church to enjoin the care of
aged parents upon their children. However, the consequsnces
of obsdience to the church's commands does not always lead
to satisfactory results,

T00 often we f£ind the young couple putting off
thelr rightfil joy of having children of their
caun, besause of the dependence of one or more
slderly perscns whom they need to support.
They may assume such burdens with fine will-
ingness, but generally the effort to supply
heppiness to the old by furnlshing them with
comfort or luzury f£ails to achleve its purpose.
The reciplent is not made happy and the young
couple doss itself and society an injustica
through the sacrifice.l0

Generally, the children of aged parenits are approaching
middle age themselves and have lmmature children. The
problem for them is somewhat different. They are Hgompelled

to choose between the necessity of neglecting their oblie

O Pponda in'The Upited States (New Yorls
Hoﬂraw%%Wn -;"‘195’?77'5'- D

10 gartin and Olare de Gruchy, Sweeping the
anwebs%%:gnlg;-k:{ar;he Macmillan Company, 19'351':2 s OTe
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gablon Goward tholr aged parenta op thelr om imuatuwe
ghildrone bl ;

Pousing also presanta difficulbles to the agade any
of their ahill:}mn Wve in soall and oconfined apnrtuenta in
who oltys To them the aged pevont is no longer n wolcoms
burdonet® Housing is very seldom a problan in the counitrye
Job opnortunitles arg alas more numerous for the aged fa.r-_-tes'
e Loy the elity workepr, Howover, the trand in the Unlied
Sbtases at prosend 1s toward wrbanizations e of the e
aulte Is the orowding bogethor of young and old wilth Pamle
pent complloations and cmotionnl tenslonsel® 4 houschold
vhoprs thyao gousrablons llve Gogethor scldom, if ovew, is a
eatisfaobory arpangimonte This is copooially timwo vhors
thore apo young childronte "o o ¢ ¥ L5 prastieally iwposnible
6 gomcelve of o wholly ideal family agmosphare In the now W .
home with one op more grondpavents offen prosont or ofven
visited by the fanilye"té In cdaition to the singular proe
bleme which ars & part of each family situation, thers aws

L, 7, vind, PErobloss of Depondency fn (14 AgeT,
Tia *s.'ai:-gmi;zuﬁé A w.l ﬁonventiun Aanociuteg Iaztheran
“r @3 E&ﬂﬁ!} '9 Pe a

Iezpatain, ope Gilies ve 10e

ddpnng tgouaing Is Greabtest Problem of
Agﬂ:‘l“ =§§§‘ 332., "?,.m“ii‘g“iﬁﬁg ..m.aﬂi.ch {gvembor 14, 1080),

146&m= cloveland Hyers, 1ho Hodoyn Family {How ¥oricp
Graonbory mz,l:!.'mar, Ince, 15 2 De ite,
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gortiain genewal conflleta in vhe oldsyoung relatlonshipe

The meat usuald eamplex da the case of the aglng is
tholr attliude toward the younge Thoy have tho

Landreds of & pagt gensratlon, and helleve Lhas
Hhe young should pay them marked rospoct becaunc
of thalr yearss Tho Indifferonce and ofthon tho
g posponne of the young Loraofully remind thom
that thoy awre failing to oreate tho lmprossion
that deference ia tholr duss, They »otaliate by
hyperesriticlion of the presont generation which
widons the braache The gms.ng 8000 raturn éritisimm
fop oritliolan, exaaparatlon growa apréeg, ounch aids
trlion to fopte 1z viewe The fortunato old finds
solace in the sinilap thinking of onn‘.:emi:o;-ar:l.es,
the lons forbunate fight 16 oub %o the flalsh,
whioch Piajsh costa both young and old hesarbbronke
-.!.z;.i.;; f;.:?.m:z-:;- thoat slght so easlly have beek avolde
C(-@ ]

Teonanle Inssouriby

The tera Yconpuloory vebirement®™ has beeome popular
within wooont years. Ungil the boom in business as o pesulb
of prsporeations o World Uar II, meny men, over Lovdy,
found 1% dirrisuls o get and hold & jobe The general oole
elunton drawn was bhat businesa vianted only younger mane
IP o man wae over forby, h» woa uselesse Thils is nob true.
Buginessmen end factordes do not hiro and Pive on the hasis
of age, bub on tho basla of abilltye If 2 man had paesed
fopty, bub was supent in his £ield he hed no nead Lo foaw
wenploynonte It was only whan som@ons batibor than ha,
fastopr than he, wos hived, that he had to fear unemploymante

A1L toe ofben the ghrase "Phey donth want men Over fopty®

yantin and de Gruchy, OSPe Slbey Po 87
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bogams & coverewp for lack of abllity and alip-ahod working
habitoe Xt iz true theb industyry has spsaded ups oldor men
gannct Koop up with the pase, bubt they arve rebired solsly on
thils nocounb, not on acocount of thoim a,s;aQ

This ie nob to cxonorabe big businesse Busincss is
80lilsh; very seldm is it concorned aboui the individual,
oxcept Tor L8 ovn profite The church hes & auby Go its
agod membors in the $ield of eoononies o devalop & mowo
porsonul. lnterast on the poawt of the factory ecawloyor in
s employues, pavéleulerly the sging omploycos, and thelr
mroblonsy

Lho problon tg bs faced in old agd by wago earnors

uay e choracborizod ns tuo-fold in chapractors

Meat, the wage cavndr vwho geing his dally bread

by bis boll confronts the £a6t of bolng compoiled

Bo disconbinue woek loag before astiunl sonlllityes

nel bosause He iz cumplotoly worn outg but bogause

he is wwiable o meintoln the pace necdgsssyy in
medern produetione-tius bolng deprived of hias meang
of Livoilhoods Seogondly, o facos the luabilisy

Lo provide, alonoe, S hIa support In old nga, 21

intesval vhich, shouks o the dovelopmons oL modi-
eal selonco end seniiotion; he is destilned Go
envigion fop an auguented nexricde

Shabilatics conoomuing paupors rovenl thab most poverty
is dus, not 4o negligense or inadverbonoce, but o sosial
conditions and bhe coononde set-upe Poople who bapely had

enough for dajetceday survival were wneble to save for old

lﬁiﬂpsﬂain., e Bitoy Pe O e
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agoel? In sk, the groatost sourses of poverty, acoorde
ing 5o one aukhor, are:r  low woges, wnaemployment, strilos
and lockouts, business fallurss and industrlal supereLvAe
tioneld
This ocononle sibtuaiion of forsed rotiremant und low j

viagee L& a diroot vesult of the pressnt Lype of coonomic

gyatioue In fommor esonosic systoms, the papriapohnl, theo
foudal, Ghe gulld, aad Ghe early Industelal, consern was
foli Cor thoe iadividval worler and what would bocong of hime
Bul todey ln the presont syaton of gspesialisabion and masa
produation, the individual doos nob mean wmuchel® ¥it is
nohoplious Lhat the ilnsaiiable factowy wears ouh its workors
vith great eaplditye As it saraps machinery, 50 Lt sorapa
nwnan balngse"™ 0 ghy sposialist faces evon greater problomse
Rotiped Lpon his job at fortyefive op £ILfty, he i3 tralned
for enly one Sype of worke Xo ls %oo 0ld G0 lourn anobhere
Ho cannct eoocopebe with youngor ien at his apecialiye. Taere
is 1ittle thas ho con doe Only the simplest manual jobs
are opon Go him, those thas requlre the most exordlon and

sive the least pebushe 1o 1o &b an ngo wWhore he must begla

+Tibide; po 4¥e
la_'é:i_)_f_-_f-leg Do 87
19;%93 Phe Zwiie
BGEE}_@” Pe Go
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o cut doun on phyaleal astiviby, not inevense ite Hut ho
haantt any albernabiivoe

The Lims iz papldly beconlng ripe for anobhey induse
trindl rovolublon In dmcrien, "ifrom a pureldy ccononic point
of view 1t Lg bad businest to ropard workers cs Tnandy fop
the serap houp at fophy?, L3306y, or any othor avhitzarily
gab apee Thay should bo alloited %o ramain ot work as long
a8 they sre worthy of hiree, "l Hany of tha people whe will
naaed old ago aseistancs in yenrs £0 cong can be mads selfe
sushaining by wavision of boale attltudss of big buainess
boward the aplng omploysse A large nunbapr of workers 1long
to contilnus in gpeinful peauitse PForced retirenmsni producay
an wahcnly 4 frome of mind in theme®2 4 pogont nowspapsy
erhicle polnts oub the danger of fumgad rebtlrement cn tha :
nationnl aconmake shencburs: e o e the »ight of tho older
person 5o pomin productive must bo gonerally sabtablishede
If we do nob ackmowledge this right, thon we night have o
£aee o most erltienl situation, in which o continuously
growing geoup of dopendsnts would have 0 bs zalntainsd by

1 - ] “
8 conbimuously sheioiking group of Wage onrnerda 85

2hybin and do Goushy, Ope Oibe, Pe 1iSe

C2Thide, pa Li¥e

GBvemtin S Guanerb, "Fovoed lietirement Hlo Paradlise
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Zu e & goneral pule that tho many single agod, ohilde
loas marrled or wldowed, and agaii whoae ohildron cannob supe
port them, Cnoo they have lost omploymont, scon booaoms deponde
onb ond must heve samo sort of charitablo ald and sholtor.Sé
Howovor, only 4e¢¢ por cont llvo ln instltubicns or hobolse
Pourefifshe ilve in familles op with relativess Nelthor s
o satilsfocbory solutione e majority of our pragent olde
age homos are nothing bub dumping places for tho a,lzad, with
an entranss and ne exilt, whore nothing construetive iz done

Por Lhome '
Lgononie Glroumstenscos -of fptirved People

In n survey mede of clionts of Boaton Soslal Agonoiss,
1t was found that ongethird 0 one-hslf of them had carnod
onough during their lifobime to tids them over old agde
Only five Go ton por oond had wastod thelr surpiuse ¥The
othor ninety to nlnoty-five per cent of the nbove ong=third
%o cne-nelf had logt thels momdy shrough no fanlt of thely
omeBé 0f o peoup of institubionalized aged, none was able

$0 conbribuse mueh to his supporte Soven oub of ten earnod

%&mstci.a, ODe 0iGeg Do )

ﬁabdﬂpaws “ousing I8 Groatost Froblem of Aged", Ope
Cibe, Pe &1y @0le 2 and Je

80pceq gllents of Pogton Scelal as, adibed by
Incila .aves “IGontons “lomen's Laug uﬁéi'sl'l nnd Industrial

Union, 1955}, De 506
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o small smount of money n the institutions Ma-third were
holped by mlaﬁi’vas.s"

e the natlomewlde sonles *Of tho 11,000,000 aged 1ive
ing in this eounbtry in 1048, about 3,500,000 had no direct
ineouo of tholr own, and of the 7,500,000 with somd lnsome
almost ono-thicd carnad leas than $500 a yorre"28 The 1940
gonsua showod that mope than two-thiprds of the posople over
aixby-Live have 0 dapond on sources othor than oanrnings Lo
tholy iiveilhoode nly cnesfourth of older paoplo ars
totally solf-sufflolont.F? In 1947 4t was found that more
than oneefoupth of tho aged depended upen publie rolled Low
thoir vory oxistonose If all fopma of publis parbicipation
in the econondic pupport of the aged were yessinded noerly
ong-hnli of the eged vmu_.ld atave 90

e oub of PLfLy olderly porsons in the United Stateo
lives in an institutlon todaye Fhore are approximately omo
lnmdred and forty thousaad in public lnstitntlons and sovene
4y thousand in private Homese®: It was the oxperignoe in

Bogton thet an aged wosan appsars ab a sodlal agengy thrao

STIbide, pe 89 and 94

28gunnars, "Foresd hetivement No Paradise for Aged®,
ORe Silep De &y GOLe Ge
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timee ag ofien a3 a nan, slthough the ratio of women %o men
18 thras Ho HwoeYe '

This is the prosenb-Gay problom of 01d fgee It iz a :
problan of groving nwuabars of aged with nothing %o do and
no mouns of solf-aupporke Thoy are iilving ln an age whea
the fanily haa 1Lbtlo »oom Lor thame Thoy arae in a gertain
sonso Yemefmailla®, Indlcatlons ave that thelr nuubers
will increrscs Tho United Statés gmfamnant is concorned
ovar bhe problane Tt is o vibal pawt of tho prosent struge
gles betwoen lsbor and capltal over ponsions. o group, or
S.ndﬂ.v:’.riu;'.:'., has sbtudied the problem sufficiently to arvive
ab & possible solution of the probleme

The Unlbed States, ns a natlon, stands alono,

among tho Lndustrially developed countrles,

in atill applying suply Seventeonth Contuxy

mathods toe this Tmontieth Century problome

42 tho popelous countries, ouly China, India

end tho United States nre otill without any

fom: of eoastyuckive care for the agededtd

Althoush the sbove woeds were weliten hefore the Soclal
Sacumisy Lot of 1055, muech of what s statied 13 tride It 48
avon mors twue of sho chupche Hethods from The PIfth aen.
fury ars being practiced by the chunche In wany raspasts the
olmpal s chasiGy e medieval both in practice end in uadsne
Aying dostring. I ab any tima in 1ts history, the prescnt

8BAred Clients of Boston Soolal Agonolas, Pe 12
SBypatoin, ope Oibsy Po 1le
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time ia the tiae for the church to pe-svaluabe what it hnp
done Lor L%0 aged menberd, and o move in a annatmc.tiva
mannor to prepore luself to cars for thelr phyalcal and
splritunl nesds and wante as they incrsase in mmbers during
the coming yoaprs, (2o can hardly visualize what pobonsial
abllitian tholy mmbors may have to changs the entize oube
laoclk: of this natlong

In solving the problem of Ol& Age two dsngers existe
The cone iu ¢©o solve 1t by neglect.

Vhan he Lo Lopgakon,

Wnab ean an old man do

Bus ale?

Surely naither chuech nor state can afford %o
adult- that that is the way oube

On tho other hand, the eurch oan so care for its aged
mombors that they iose thelr 1ndividua1‘1ty, thalr roaponsie
bility, =nd with all work and activity takeon oui of theilr
hends, sicop thaeler lifo auny in & rocking chaire On this
one aubher says by way of {1lustrationy "The portrait of
Wndetlerls fobher always £llls ono with dospsire It ds &
prasontotion of the old who have given up and aro contont
to alt, having bson boater by 1ife and grown indifforent

through dofoat "

Myy Po a’sin&, tpuoblems of Dapendency in 014 Age®, |

L)

@0 Giteg o 109# |

B5141ien J, Napbin end Glave do Grushy, Salvaging oid
Age (lew ¥York: Hnondllen, 1950)y Pe Sde TR
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The old moumbers of the chureh hove o poteatial that hes
nover bosh cxEpicred, wuch less tappods Thoy have nesds which
Ghaiy Christlion brethren alone can neete They have worehly :
problems which pequive ppevial attontion from the pastore
They ave onbltled o spselnl congideraitlon, The chuwreh mmab
give it to thome Fho problems in the business world cen be
abbaclod ouly obiiquely by tho church, Those in the fiold
of Chpyistian cupe nmuskt bs wmet hendeone The church must
eveluato iba care of $he aged progeam in the 1light of the
lngs of cihews snd in the light of old people?s noeds,
How 4o Gho sims o bogin afpeshy; if thab becomas necossary,

=
&
-

not thisty vears from now whon the need of cers for the agad

ds at Lts ponis,




CHAPTER VII
FORMER ATTEMPTS TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM OF THE AGED
The Establishment of 0ld Folks Homes

The ancient custom was to do away with the iged

entirely. W{th the advent of Christianity and

its subsequent growing influence the nations of

the world have become more oivilized and passed

old age laws of one kind or another. At first

the procedure was to place all dependent aged in

common almshouses where the poor and misfit, the

young and old were thrown together without regard

for the individual personality or religious tastes.l

In fact, the history of care for the aged Christians
in America by the various church bodies has been malnly
limited to such "almshouses", with, of course, & Christian
setting,

Within the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the setting

for the work of charity had been oreated by G. F. W. Walther,

who in his The Proper Form of an Evangelical Iythoran Con=
gregation Independent of the State stated, "It is likewise

the duty of the congregation to provide food, raiment, hous-
ing, and the necessities for the poor, the widows and orphans,

the eged and infirm, vwho are unsble to prooure these them-
ould be

P —

selves and have no relatives whose special duty it w

' % Sooial Outlook of the Lutheran
ch“’m?%o?aﬂﬁgugiiﬁggléiohgggr's Thesis, Oonoordie Seminary,

8t. Louis, 1938), p. 5le
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Go malka sush provislon, o %" iy g urthor cocomusnded that

i ! . . \ 3
g lmonarst be o waointad 4o cops fop the no ody withia the

congrogatloae® Unlther's enphasis upon the congrsgabion as

PV s

the worlning wnlt of the churalh in this raspsct alsc doule
nated his idsus of opgenlzed chardibye Although the Tuthoran
Chwpreh-lilsasued 3ynod hag followed hlz ideas in othor nge
spectoy o w lupge extont, it has lefh hia ldans in the
fleld of sharliye. Albhough slmoners, or sldses, still eve
fppointod In tho congeogatlon off Loday, much of the asare of
owphans, widows, and the aged s done by the Synod om an
insGioabional buslese In foet, in many luostenaes, the majorie
by of charibable work on the congregablonal lovel ls limited
o the supoort of Hhoso inat.ii'.utim. The idos hos becone
8a% in the minds of Lutherons that this is tho oaly wey o
care for tho aged, or 4s one man put ik: "In oup chumeh it ia

8 tredition thet we use the lnstiputiounl method of capve fow

our ngede Ib will suke a long Hime beforg cwer pacpls wonld

consont o anybhing dlfforante"d

ity Ds i, We Ho Te Dou, and Phe Engelder, Walthon
and thaoﬂlzwligﬁ. z..m.':s: * Contordis Publishing foWss,

BT, e 1076
s&iﬂ‘aﬂ g Ds 100

41 winfield wiekham, “How Will Old Ags Ponsiona ;fr..
Lotk 07-..".'0; s_‘nd Folks aiiozwa? g Taivt eplirat Annual Convention
of the Losocinged iusheran 108 {100k )y Pe L0Ue
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in kecplng with idos, the Lutheran Churchelisgouri
Synod osteblished its firct Home for tho Aged and Infiwm ab
Broollyn, low York, in 1875, It roccived the name, Vartburg
fiomes Sings that tims there have been fiftoen such homes
ostablickhod by this chuseh, with a total cepagity of alwost
cne bhousanded

Various opinlons were oxpragssed in defonse of this
‘f.;;ypa of caprae [In 169, Theodoro Katenkamp stalad; Ye o e
is it advipable end bobler for tho aged follks Lo contianus 0O
ive in thelr osn swroundings with a ponslon or sustonznce
from the aged asscelation, or is it desirable and ovon bote
Sop for Ghom o enter lnto a home for the aged and to 1ive
among vosople of theiw own apges vhors they can be bhetiew
handled accosding to their vaprlous needs and dosiros? wWith
thoso older pooplo, it seoms Go ma that the wajordty of thoam
aro happlor among othor aged people."a

Anothop man; active s.n the capre of bhe aged wrote:

“ho immabes of & Lutheran Alsenhelim form o soclety

of thelr owng bhey are porsois that the saus purw

pose has brought bogether wnder ond roof, tho

Alsenheim, there o £ind vefuge and evorybhing

het papsains to this life and the life to camo
ag long ag thoy livee In reality, then they

constitute & large fandly, & & not bound by

B, ¥, Wind, "iappiness is Hove Than Securdby®, Ihg
Lathopan Witneas, 70 ﬂ;ebr‘mry 20, 1051), 52, gole Le

Spneadoqsn | ffew Davelopments in Handling
theodoso Kavonkamp -few DIVLORIRRLE Cn ontlon
e W .

Peoblems of the Aged' X
Ags«:aintaqj Luthopay cherTol6s (107)s Do 107e




81

the bonds of blood, bug by the bonds of hopo, and
£aitk, and followshipe?

.Thfa Heverond Panl Straseon folt that real sscuvity was
fownd im propor onve of body and sowle ke felt that the
lelatiagz 014 Folks Homos fulfilled theose reguirements -
sinco thoy vrovide: "full mesponsibility for the ncods and
waniz of gach inmate, elimination of the thought of poverty,
true caupanionshlip, olindnation of fear, and soul-gacurity S
Ho concluded, "Whon owr old folls seo that all maponaibilit;:;
is Sakon fyom them and that fhoy are gared for you have 8=
oupity bullb in old agoe"d

In nngwer to the quastlon: What ia done in the Luthoran
Uanse te peonche acoial 1ife?, this answer wes pglven:

1. Gapporate prayer and worship,

e Volunsary work about tho Homo,

%e Programa by Young Paoplots Sosletlos,

£e Radliagy

Ge lovies,

B Sien’singa® ab "Wenily Eveninge"el0

only certain poople wore allowed O antex the Honoae

The ahaimman of an Old Folls Home Boaxd of Divectors ptabads

e Il Bundonthal, "The Soclal Ilfe of Inmai:as"_‘ 9
le.‘._.li.,r, B o-;iix'i:h Am:maj_._ Gm?wantﬂ.m of the Asscolabod Iubheran
fn
Bpaul Strasen, “Bullding Sgourity in 014 Age
Thdyby f;}liffithh.ﬁn;? ni Gonvention Assosinted Inbheran Charitios
m'ga Do O7 %e
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e boovds do not tolsrate- quarreluome cheraetors
end aazzss’gams tronblanakorss Thoy 40 not house
pocple of sound mind with those who ars mentally
Capangole Thoy connot and do nok adnit pevsons
af tlietsd with a contaglous, hapnful or offene
@ive dlsoese, Our fmndlled should bo saffe and
probocted and thoy ave safe and protectodell

Uhuroh lismas Versus State Homes

In 1921 2 Xatheran dlorgyman statod his opinion thab
state omas for the Aged compared favorably with churoh
homes with rogord to equipmeat, funds and psrsonnsles He
gbjactad Lo avate Homes solely bacause they did not offer
& Chydation atmosphove for thelp inmatos.i2 ghopbly thorle
after the abate systou of ‘poor farng was exposed in the
pross as o falluvas The How York Times stnteds

Tha pooxfar is our human dmpin,s-gromf into

wileh go oue doralicts of every dessriviione

Living in this mess in insanity and depraviby,

thiz pripon place for oviminals and the insane,

nrs gaveral thousend children and reapociablo,

intelligent old f"lj‘_’g wvhose only offendge is
that they arg poore

Jomes Je Davis, Dormer Secrsbary of Iabozr, sbtabad,
"ihe fmowlean poovhouse 1s a fallwre from eny polnt of view
you wogand 1%, I destrays the solf-poapach of iits immntes

Llsgrasen, Ope cites Do 88, |
I . =aile. "wWhon tho Shadowa Iangthon”, Tnivtieth
Anpuad, Ezn:;;ngg;:rlxear ::ho f'-saooiatad iatharan Oharisios
SR T e e T I T ey e L
1By wahan Epatein, The Challenge of the Aged (Hew Yorls
NagyeNasings The Venguerd Provs, lWeBlp Pe o
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end 4% uwasually destroys the whole of theoir usafulnecss."i4

Tho Yave Le Winfleld Wiokhawm spoke in dofense of Lhe
Old sApe Pension Plan of 1905 na a owo for the missrabls
aonditions that existed in Amsrican poorhouses.ib Tha Hov,
He Fe Wind folt that the major causs of the eorruption in
state weolle? was que to the politics involved, lowever,
he was opposed Yo the very 1den of poorhousess Ykvan the
best pooriouss in the wopld 13 a Lragedy."38

Begeauss of thae mavelation of the copruntlon in atate
nid Cor the azsd, thosa Inberssied in the sars of the aged
by the chouech analyzZed tho church system in the light of
the falluess af the atabo, made minor lwmprovoronta, and
felt pntilefiad thet the ghurch's charitiable program was
corpaat s, Ingtoad of examind ng the basle philosaophy of care
Lor the aged as peuctlced by the churchi, and ovalusting

1% in the 1ig of the noeds of aged Chrlatlans, those ine

torestad in capa fop the aged nocepbtod it an the best solu-
tlon and aoushi 4o make improvements in the framaworl of

the syshoms This happened in spito of vory serlous cbjece

tiong in various arveas of Hha wdrko

44¥hide, pe 1506
L8453 012 e, ODe Glley Pe 15% e
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Wionlmosses of $hs Inatitublionsl Prpe of Oape Az
£rastices in A.muricawn

Phyaical domfopt

Jag off vho basie principles of bhe institutional ape
proagh %0 0ld age 1a that the inmate must e comfortobly
provided fore ils yesponsibilitles are utaken awny. lils
menls are providod fape He iz sholtared; his slothos are
washod; ho neads no nonoys the lome ppovidas pin money for
ndme This viow Las baen quostlonsd racontlye

A nubbopity dn the filold of Jld Age Counaeling stntods

Whe ideal of post Lop the old; no doubh, had its

ploge in the timo that is no moree In Ghe days

of the ploneor vhen 1ife waa o contimious physie

aal, slavary ono can well imagline that the rast thak

came whon phrsical foros was dlwinished was looked

upon as the £itting reward of aga, bub Codny when
1ife haa hesome mich Shak many of us nover do 8 full
day of manual lnbor, somathing obher n}:alt_} physical
innotivify st be tho gorl in old agoet

in thisz conneehicn, 1t showld be borne in mind that the
trond in labor Soday is such that shorbor and shorter hours
ave worksd per weeke This must be borne in mind by 01d Age
Plannaws,

Responsiple slgo for this attitude toward the aged is
another basle idem, that at retiroment agd the work of tha

individual & Cone

-y

Y¥1alion 4, Hergin ond Clape do Gruchy, Salvaging 2id
ape (liow York: unomillan, 1980)s Pe Cle
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It hes orben hecn sesumad that nothing esn be dono

Low older people axcopt o make them confortable

wnbil they die, or that they wani nothilng but

physiaal saouelbys Therefops gara Lor the nged

nas been froquensly llmited to cugtodial care.

Wa have thought mainly in &amns ag Honoez for iha

aged or ol doles of monoy .S

When ma’keg.i vhat they want most of all, old people ale
moat alweys hoad tholr list with: "a fosling of being loved
and wonsed and of boing usofule"'® e misteken idsa tha
old age is & time of datorioration and mlsery leads pgaple
to svok to comfort old folks wibth the guestionable complie
monb, “You look ten yeare youngore"®V Ig ghia not based wpe
on the idea that old age is a thing to be avoidedt

Gloee de Grushy wonders in & gonowhab sergastic mannew
vhebher the "confort® offered to the aged ia not rathor for
the cofort of chlidren and rolatives, and thelr consclencoad,
a8 they heave o sigh of relief when the tppouklesone® old
man or woman has heon installied in an OLA Folks Homoe 2k
Mg life with porburbation and without misadventure is like
a dead sou,” Soneca obasyved eges ago, and yet it is just
this kind of living we invite the fortunate old to parble

e 3 ¥ af, Older Paopls
- i.’&:»\l ],'j. ;._aveﬂ ﬂ.nu. I’. Lﬂnmrt QOW1G ' (G sy mena"Fimd
and i'.'.-:.-s“(lzmrmn"' (How York: Abingdon=0okeabury Fraas, mgT;
Ih' fv(g o

1 L4 T " »
"""“I.?)i .'.}.a n MO 330
L D DRt

20 23 " iandbaok for Old Age gonnzallors
Hlien ¢ ksﬂl‘tin’ & Handba w—-—u—-——l
(San Epana:!.sce? Gagrts PpliGliy UOea wotuly g' e
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elpaie in, in order (o prove o thom and 4o the world gone
opnlly, the affoction of thelr children o o o"28

This fesiling 1s dirvootod apgainast all typos of 014
Folke omos, olningh end stato alilko, "fany of the old fool
that o be placed in sush a pooition means dofinitely thad
they have outlived tholr uwsofulness and heve bacome morely
bodlop nesding oapaeled

It has poen tho practlse o give indlvidual »ooms Go
vesidents of chuweh Homes, whevover possibles And yeb it
hes weon found, though not omeclusively, that living in o

group relaticnship helps one o robtain his wmonbal vigore
Heoraatlon

Mot Howes recognise the nood of the rosidoats fow
éivemimo Somebhing must ba done to ocoupy the timde Scio
individuals cen ocoupy themsolvos without need of asoiatann?o
Hogt cannoi. %his 4s purblcularly trus of molle AS 2 Fe=
sult, moot Homos have instibubed various Gypas of ocoupde
Slonal thovapye

liowever the 0Ld Age Oouwnseling Sexvice of Zan Franoisec
found thet oven though ropldents wWord provided With ovorye

thing nogossasy fov bodlly hoaldh and omaf_oml; o thiough thoy

S

“IbiGe, pa 47 Do

L T Y

4810180, Pe 506

vy




R ——

R

wore glven hdbbles, busyework, nnd the 1ike for amusement,
thoy wore caly a little leas unhappye They had lost selfe
confidenco, ialbtilative and mntal'vigoz;. e s o That the
wouldeizo Denofactors had not roalized was that the objocts
of tholr wolle-nooning effopta waﬁa actually having life
bakon out of thelr grospe®®4 This samo counseling center
studiod o modarn Old Folks lHomo, edquippsd with the lutest
ilvprovemonts, and found tho sane conditions, They conoliuw
ded thabt the peroblem had not been solved Toocause the ine
matos aro still only paseing the timo In an oavivomrent
eroated for themy they are sbill smothered in thelr old
waladjustuenta, their old dissatisfactions, their old false
vieus of 1ifoe"

another asubhorlby stabess

At preoent wmeny of tho best-intentionod omgenie

zations caring for old people aro plenning

cuibitious programs of rooreatlon and amuseriont

fop tholy olientss But redreation and amusge

mont that avro nere Limo-passors Are not onoughe

They tond to 1ifs tho old porson mosigncarily oub

of his boredom, but only for gugh hours a3 he

parbioipates in theme ‘hab i3 needod instead la

the self-fulfillment of the inﬂividugls;éhrﬂ@

gosuwins for him an opporbunity for gr h in

his nwofeopential field of inkerest o e e Lowaver
found, it beoomos the entering wodge for an OXe

343‘-.‘-1.11:%5.13, ape Glley Pe 1L
#5131%en J, Harbin sud Glare do Grmhviaf'{mt:ni_ﬂp.al%gr.
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pandad menbtal, omobional, and spilritual 1ife,

)
¢ 'a .°‘0

iost inptitucions offer work on tho promises for the

residonie - iwsidonts wsunlly do the work grudgingly, or
rofuse it albogethere. “IL ls ofton only a amsllespalo repoe
tition of the work at which thoy formerly earnsd a good
Llvinge "V :

| Ewon ocubside the inastltusicn, planned pecvention is
not vory suocossful, Long Boach, Galifornia, 1s one of theo
vasorbs Lo which 61& poopis flocke It was found by ono
agenoy that sven there old folks were ‘uot'. hoppy, although
all sorts of mausements wors pm:widod for Ghely plonsurs Lo

“wnile away the houpgW .29 :

The Instltutional Idea

An lnshitubional 1ife 1s et bost an artificlel thinge
§0 maLter how 1!1&5.699!.3&6“‘6 the rasident way ba, thero ars
cerbain rules which he is bound by, certain hours whick he
mist keop, certain ocbligetions which ho hage Bup thewre ard
more serlous objeations. An institutional 1ifo is for those

who ave uwieble B0 cape for themselves, bhe ohildren wio ars

£0p1ama do Gruchy, Croatlive Old %E'.’. {San Franeiscos
Coorts Frinting Company, s pe LiUe

2Tibide, ps B9
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orphaned {elthough this iden is papidly besoming obsoleta),
the insans, tho crlppled, the sick, otce It 13 2lso fop
thaose who ave soclally objeectionnbla, the oriminalse Is 1%
for tha aged?

Hosplials diachavge patients with chponic allmonta,
and homes Dor the eged wish to get rid of mediocnl
proilomse Vo have falled Lo provide for tho incure
gble whose nood of pursing and medical ooars is uob
dosporates?

This is Sprus also of chursch Old Folks Homase The £ole
lowing is tho atipulaiion whioh most Iutheran OLA Folks
litmes Mmees

AG The tims ho beoames & life vesldent o peraon
must be enjoying falrly good health, physioal
ané mentale Chroale invallds and bad-ridden
poople ardo as a ulo not waloonse Ib is ovie
dent that those hoalth restrictiona make 1 lne
pongihle for the homo to minilster 50 just such
pecple ags are froquently most in need of instle-
tubional care .90

The followlng comuants by the Hsve Le We Wickham doe

serve gerious consideratlons

o o o penerally only the infimm in body and mind noed
. inatit:‘itiomlizatton. 0lé age 1s @ parlad i-athar
than s condiblone uhon it bacomss a eonditlon alsa,
then firat do the sged need cars i an ?_,natﬂ.tubim.
Tae ngod, bub nob the Anfirm, &we adcephed by ouw
old folks hones, We oxciude those with hoalth
defacts which make 1t necessary for them 40 epply
for oavde Chronie invalids, above all, need

894,04 clients of Hoston Social Agencles, edited by
Ineils TEVos (IoEvoNT TOHOHTs ZaUCas Tndustrinl
“!11@11' 192533 Pe it
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insblousional cnx-el, bat few of ous homes are admite
ting such todeys o say we ape not egquippod to
hendle thess acecalled institutional oases,; whon
aowhore olse do they balong or ean theoy be better
garad Popeiib

Thewa has been a tnend in recent yeara, nol only o
rajost those most in need of halp, dub so aceept thoss whose
fineneiel asituvatlon iz so afflusab that they do not need
insiitutional cavae They ave the “"hoarding cases®. The
0L Follks lime lo, for thom, o sort of Y"Christian Hobol fow
Old PaoploYs This 1s & very quastionable trend, I& would
seen that the church 1s forsaklng the £leld of charity fow
the hobol businesa,

Phe spiritual mobive of providing them with spiriie

unl onva is the oaly justification for accopting

them while they are In good health and sctive in

vholn cammnltys The questlon is whether thoy

conld not heo cnped for as well splritually by the

Llosal pantor and congregntione Do they not pay

too high @ soclal price for the oere They raceive

in the institution when thoy leave all rosponsie

billty behind thom, resign thelr formor active and

vseful J.ﬂ.fei forogo the pleasuve and duby of sSore

vice in their church and commmity, and aasept in
veburn o thopoughly dependent 1lifo in tha instle

tutiony 192
The greatest indietment for tho lnstitutional mathod
of oare for the aged 48 the small number of people fox which

the vapricus institubiona oan carse In 1953 2.8 per cont of .

81y, We wickham, "Opportunities For The Devalopmont
o an ;Létaqiﬁﬁ;ifwoygm iegg The Care of The Agadvggg.g;;n Tho
Soedal Security Let", Thirty-Soventh Annual Gon
Associatod Lushevan Charitles » De Ufe

52-;-%.3 P. 89 f.
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the population of the United States over sixty-five wore
dopondente The nuibor of poople caved for by the Synodieal
Ceaforance of thoe imthevan Church was only 045 per cons
And pome of these were botwoen slxbty and sizty-five. The
twelve Homas opavated by the Conforonce had given a total
nwmber of vaaps of service of 441y In thet time they cawsd
for 1,%35 paapla, or four por yaa::-l' In 1939, out of o Gotal
population within the Synodical Conferenco of 1,684,234,
these twoelve iomes acgopted 139 people $o

Pmet the aged ba oaved for on an instliublonal baslst

In China and Japan it 1s rape o find any indie

vidual in want about aixity years of age, wWho

has not aoms valative, no watter how remote

whoso sthics and religlon gomand him 4o ko

e placo in hig homo fop the indigont ona, and

provide for him ag if ho were & membor nf his

own immediste fanilye. Almshouses, private

indoor op oukdoor rolied for the old, are

hardiy imown in these OGelontal lands wnoxe

high obh:ical pogard Cop tho agod is instilled

in the individual?s ccamon mind from infancy.oé

The author doss not mean to suggest that thls policy
should ho followade Nut this example dods polnt out “hat
there oro obher sffective ways of caring for the agede This
£ield of caps for the aged i the nowast £ield of scclal
wonlte Iditle study has been given to tho problems “o 0 o
tho mwnbor of olinioal speclalists actively angaged in

attempby to peecdusate the powsonalitisa of older poopls,

HTbide, De 886
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plus the nunber of workers doing pesearch in this apeeific
division of gewvontology, can be counted on the flagers of
ono nands"5%  in epporbunlty for leadewrship in this Picld is
belng offewod to the chupoh ué thls prosont times It will
mosn va-analysis of the whole problem and rebulilding of the

vhole structuse of thinking conderning the agsds

885, V. Cowdwvy, Peobloms of Acing (Balbimore: 'Whe
Willieme and #ilkinz UCHDANY . 4043 ),; Pe 0008e




CHAPTER VIII

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN ATTITUDES AND APPROACHES
TO THE PROBLEM

The state attitude toward care of the aged changed
drastically in tho twentieth century from the giving of
doles and the housing in almshouses to the seeking of a
sclentific solution by means of old age pensions and group
insurance.l Several causes brought about this change.
There was great pressure because: of the foreign advances in
this direstion. The evils of the almshouse situation had
been brought to public attentioun., But perhaps the greatest
cause was the depression which began in 1929. The number
of poor and indigent reached unprecedented heights. The
theory of individual responsibility for dependency was oom=
pletaly shettered in the face of economic misfortune which
had overtaken millions.2

Induatry began to discover that the policy of auto=
matically discarding workers when they reached a certain .
age was wasteful, both to the individual and to soclety.®

York:
lRecont Social Trends in the United States (New
MeGraw-HiIl Book Company, ino .:"'.[935), P. 1E78e

-2Ibid., pe 1200.

imore: The
38, V. Cowdry, Problems of A (Balt
Willlems and Wilkins Oompany, I942), Pe T94.
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The exparloncs of Voprld Vep X, v.-hmi thouaands of thene
gana suporanavatsd workers wers enllod back into Industry
baghuse of the lack of manpower, showed that tho JAndustrial
ape still could producs in a satisfactory fashion, .

Tho Lldes booawo mope peovalent that the agad mist be
tronted on an individual basis, and that tho individuality
and porsonnllty sulfers least in the family or home envivone
mente

i1 the aglng person iz to proserve his soolal
skllls ot chelr maximum lovel of adults offectivoe
nosos, oge thlng he must do 1s meintaln & gloss
and iriendly relationship with him [pid) femily,
tiowever, the individval, as he passe¢s fram the
role of parent to thai of grand-parsnt nnd grante
grendporent mst acsoent & pogitlon of reduced
authiority and poapbiclipation in fanlly affalrs.

s « o Bub the famlly also must understand what 1s
happoning to the oldar parsane It ls not easy for
tha youngor weumbors of o fanily o find & happy
modiwa betwoon avoiding tholr own emotlon: and
finanelal exploitatlon and acting iu a wiey pro-
Judicial o tho memisal health of tho oldsr parson.
Undsy such circumebonsos the youngse group ofion
lonsa whatevor beonsfits might come from aAdsstinbe
ing with one of longor life experiongee o o e
The world cannot help but rench oult for 1;1°16=nﬂa-
ship and contacts with yowlgew pooplae loree 3
over, in nommal aglpng there is an lngroase lu the
desibe 5o be soolally useful, or vérhaps it is 4
only an ingrossed opporbunliy ©o be altrulsilic.

Th was digaoversd that old people 1lils o good Uime,
Just as mueh as the younge One of these aged sald, "A good
BeCrat in Lhe Lroatment of the eged is to include them in-

4Ibide, D 7970
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everything, if not as a oontributo::-, as a spectatonr,"d
The i1dea began to spread that one need not have to stay at
home eall the time, just because there were old folks living
with the family,

With the development of the "keep the aged in their
own homes" movement, children were encouraged, more and more,
to care for thelr parents, not only from a moral standpoint,
but also from & therapeutic standpoint, OCourtenay said for
all the aged parents, "Every day we slip nearer t0 the end. y’
A 1little attention now will save tons of regret by and by.
Gorgeous tombstones and glowing insoriptions will not be of
any eerthly benefit to us, A fsvw kindly rays of sunshine
now will aveil much more. Iater on will be too late; w
shall be beyond them. So, never mind the tombstone and the
grand funeral."6

This chenge of approach could not fall to affect the
church's program for organized charity.

The 0ld Folks Home

0id asge counselors began to diseover that many old

folks were pleced in Homes by thelr children, noct because

they wanted to go to the Home, but becsuse thelr children

SCharles Courtenay, On Gr 0)d Gracefully (New York:
The Macmillan Company, 1 ’56)—""‘%1, Pe

6Ipid., p. 102
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vope rorelng 1t on there Oowdey anla, "Unsil we stop wonting
eldex pouple thoroughly paselve and tShowoughly impotent
Industorinlly, coslally and porsonally, 4t will be impossibls
to aomolobely aolve thelr problome'

“hose who verd doveloplag the old age counnoling tacti-
nigue dlseovered thab the foaw of aglngy rabhey #han aging
itsell, was pogsponolble in many cness for funetlonal loss
in thc wensal realm, just eas In the physicall.B

Institutions will always be ageded fox ucno of the

ngode Howover, for those who are capabls of obher

adjustnonts, eddltlonal provisions will be requirad

Lo porali nommal welationships and aotivitles in

family and commnlty 1ife,”

The idss of a peblranont hoao Dor those of means dovele
opeds Jlotola begsn to ucdept tho aged on a parmanont baals,
and to provide.exira sorvicns Lop Fhose e chuprsh bagan
%0 entertain the sstublisimans of e dualetype of Old Folks
Home, port for chavdty cases, and purt fop Uhodo able te

pay blheir wayeto

" Gowdry, ope Sites pe T90a
Cibide, pe 80U, _
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in fowvmor yeers little investigation bas baen done on
epplleations. low, committoos were appointod o learn the
finoneiel worth of the epplicant, his heolth, snd hia noods.
Formerly meny people had glven thoir money awsy to their
chlldwen and rolatives and entoved the Home as pauporseil
it 1o true that some had divided their monoy apong thelw
chlldren with the uadopetanding that they would provide for
thome This practice almost universally led to disaastrous
rosulis, Une dootor was go noved by tho problem that he
wrote o shord pamphlet dofending tho "groatest fool of them
all®, the man who, in full possession of his facultles,
divides his forbune among his children in the expsctation
that thoy will care for bim,l2 Those people gravitated Go
tho 04 Folks ilone whon Ghey woro rejected by thelr chlldroile

Leaders in the £icld of cavo for tho aged wore led o
condamn theln peot methodst

gounbe Ouwe 0ld People's Hamos parbicularly havo

boen romias in thig reapocts Thﬂsi'nhg‘_’?! agglﬂaw

T O et whio 5uld Moot tho noans 6ot and

wes Obherilse unobjectionablo, was admitbede IU
m‘fez:u;zc:-.u to is $0 ask somo highly signifle

11, 30ors Fe Huohow, “fhe Propor Investigation of
LY } o ol t
Altenhoin Applicanta’, éam-gg; irst ’nn;i:al Gon‘:em‘-iﬂn of tho
?

‘ il b Go

18y Fapbine Horshawy lias tho 0ld iian the Ri G

Livey (S0e Lonins Iﬂ;blisﬂeﬁrmﬁi,‘ﬁ.'ﬁxﬁ%nﬂo
rary o GLHV96, ﬂoﬂ.). De de
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eant quostlons as, for oxamplet 1, Doos thia

agod poraon roally desiro to enser a Home, or is

he being olmply driven $o 1t through noodf o o e

Bo  Loos thia applloant have a cholae of possiblo

gu:i.u.gs.-a;:ls of hie problem of depondsoncy? e o e

ve Lo Gho epplicant psyohologlcally able 0 ade

Juat o the 1ife in s Homo? o o o 4o Will 1%

be poasiblo for this aged psrson to utilizo, or

o develop, personal resourdos in a HOme? e e e

He OCan i::zis aged porson make wse olj:ailﬂ.s capaoie

tlos and achlevemonts in the Home?®

tne advantage the chuprol homes had, a regular cheplalne
Thoir» people woro well provided for spiritually, usually
botter than i¥ thoy had lived outside the iHome, That a
chaplein should Ho a mombox of tho staff of a Hors was cie
sildorod an cusential vequleitoesl? The noed began %o be
felt for otheyr gpoolaliots in tho iane, especlally an oodu=
patlonal chevaplatedd In cowo inatances, the Hane sorvod the
ghurch, not only 8 a x-eaepr.nqle for the aged, but algo as
o moans of gaininpg new Chyistians and of regalning the

loat 416

1% p, wind, "Case Work With tho Aged", Thirtyeliinth
Annusl c:'mw.-'m;slon'agnoomued Luthoran tmaritioﬂnﬂgﬁj';‘-“
Pi ?.Et;o

34n_ w_ selle. "then the Shadows Lengthon”, Thirtioth
Annual -iﬁzan;énﬁion é‘l‘_ the Agsociated Iutheran Charities

“ljy De 10U

Wsnaodone Eatenkenp, "Personality Ppoblems in & :omo

for the Agod®, Thlpby-Eighth Annual Convention Agsociatod
Lutharan chapisied (L9« "1z ¥, Uou

3 p. 9 e, a"'la a8 f
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The «ones found 1t an almost wiiversel rule that the
eged, living in o church institution, lived longer and in
better hanithe This was probably dus to the reguloavity of
meals and houra for gloep, tho gquiet, and the absonce of
gewro ¥ lowever, this was not on wmlzed blossing, - Enoblone
al end econoric soocurlty 4o anot brlag happiness and cuntonte
mont o 4+8

Some Homes went to the exbont of organising solfe
goverument on @ limited degroe within the Home, Ho devalop
the iden muong the residents that thoy had a volcs in &he
docislons that wers mads concorning themzelves.l?

In splso of a growing owaronoss of shortoomings and
atbonpbs ot improvement of thoe institutiony peocple in
genoral atill looked upon the Old Polks lome with fear,; and
childpen pofuced Go place tholr parents in Homos, sven though
the lomes would have been tho best place for thomeEO

e P e P arovida size. ub hao.

for an oldep person who would be far better off,
fa:-ui;h 1ﬁ1ysi.ca1?.;,' and mentally, In an old age honge 121

P08 -~
185h1d., pe 67s
19;}_'-!-_‘}_0 a Pe 181.
20_;2}_@-; Pe 249 Lo

?"J'GOWC'\I"&', Ope 0itey Pe %97
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Attitudes wiong wresidents within the Homs impraveds
This wae duc b0 the attompia on the part of the staff to
treat thom oo membera of & Christlan fandly, not se chawnity
patlentns Tho tem "inmate" was abolished, and instead was
substituted the tewn “vesident", or "member', "The aglng
who apre adulited gonerally entor the Hame hecsuse thoy praw
for to 1ive with othep eldsrly paoplas"ek

& changs vwins mado in the financlal requirements Lor
entrance., Formerly all aasets had $0 ba surrandered, bosh
gt and fubures How, moat Homas mako an agresmant with
cach indlvidual applicant, basod upon lnaswranss tables of
1ifa ompectancy .89

At tho peesont time, bacause of the large waltlng llats,
somo institutliona aps instlituting out-patient caree The
proapastive posident 1s provided with medical and casswork
facilitdon, and in oagso of necassity, is admitted upon chort
notdos to the Home.S% '

Unforbunniely, 04 Folks lomos must balanace thelr budw
§etue. Thorefore, the aged who are finanocially able to supe
port thomscives outsids the institublon, ero being accepbed

n greator numbors. Tho instituilons, not only are balange

i

P : s 2 £ e | ‘he
B&n . i, wWind, "Happinass ia Hore Than Sgourlty’, Iho
Luthcran't:r'ii:n:);s;'m (Fobruary 20, 1951), 62, cale 1 and Ze

5-"31‘.&}1&. p GUle Oe

Edyaves and Oodarloaf, Ope Oites Pe £48e
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ing tholr budgets, mt ave elso building up reagrves, The
unfortunato part of tho situation 1s, thoso who are in most
noad of the asrvises of the institution are being erowded
out, or zivon a loss preferro position on the liast of appli-
gantze LU 5.3 bocomdng moro and more popular o retire to
an 014 Folks Hons.28 In same Homes, a8 & resmlt, charity

1s auffering at tho hands of good business practioces
94 age Counseling

This ia a f:'l.ﬁ;lﬂ. in whioh the church has made little
or 1o conbribution. Doctor Nascher, the fathor of gerle
etrics in Amorloa statesz that the threo imporbant factors
in donling with the old age problom ave "first, mentel
atimilationy second, foody and third, exorciso, 80

The oubstanding 0ld age counseling centor in America,
located ln San Mpancisco, has as its baslo axlom tho theory
"Howrmal humsn beings can grow montelly at any age and o
olaim 1ifs by reanimating mental processes that have been
atrophicd thsough dimuses"S7 his Gonter fools thab the

r'b.s.-o ¥o ipandas, Old Aaaisbame anﬁ iss Imnlica«

tiong Fop Oup Homes fop 7 ﬂhe d“ Thirt I‘ B s;mua
Gonvenglon Lsscciated lmtheran um 1) 9 Po LIG
-—---—-.-.--. __..—..—_——--

}amg od -
80131000 J, Nestin and CGlopo do Gx*uohy, Salyve
Age (Hew York: i snomillan, 19%0) l‘)}]p. 88, Lnis DOLOrOndo 18

quoted from the book Geplatrics Dootop ts.aac.mr.

&7g1ape Ao Grushy, Oreatlve vid 4ge
Georty Printing Compsny, 2 De
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indivicdual is bost holped, not by a ohange of environment,
but by 2 ohange of aime and attitudes.28 The happy cld arc
happy beoause they have & mental or intellootual interest in
110029 Aftew & number of yesrs in this type of counsoling,
the Centor came %o the gonclusion that its basle azioms wore
correct, and If thelr techniquo wes applied, good practiscl
vrosulte world followe Its two conclusions wora: “Hormel
humen bolngs can grow monbully ab any 8g0 e o oFy and
"Happineas for mature poople 1108 ¢ ¢ o in particlpation in
1350.™0 I 45 the person who has lost interest in 1ifa, ow
does nob Pind 1ife worbh 1iving, who will naturally shumd
in Ghought and actioneot

Worl with old peoplo 1s more taxing then any othor

similay socinl walfeve work, since it involves o

double bask of broaking down a provalent social

nigsonaepbion, and of rebuilding a poracnallty thab

hag aeccopbed that mlsconseption and all tho minowry

that goos with 16499

"oagh one of them musk throw over the tradlilons of

rant nnd physical comfort, the settling back into a vogoiae

E81hide, Pe 8e Tho béck explaining tho techniguo of

the Genter 4o A Handbook for Old AgS Gounsellors, by Lillen
Je Hartine NES T

80vantin cad do Gruchy, OPe Olbe, Do &de

a : " . P : 1lors

0543100 Je Marbin, A.iandbook for 0ld Age g_g%u_gg____
(San b‘rﬂﬁéiaaa:. Gaarts’ﬁ'ﬂ- PR T ) 2%}y DPe & o
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tive stupor."9S The old person who comes seeking counsel
has made the first step back t-o ective participation in
life.a"f In cases whore real life cannot be-given, a "proxy”
life is subetitubod, just as glasses, denturses, and hearing
aids arec substituted when. the resl thizig'ia no longer usable
as 1t 1s,%6

Gbngragational Developments

Even at the present day fow congregations have old
folke socleties, The aged cught to be thought of more.often.
They should be romombered at Thanksglving and Christmas by
the congregation. Aged ghould be visited during the year,
not only by the pastor, but also by the fellowemembers.
This applies slso to the aged of the coonity who ars not
memhera of tho congregation.o6

In Glovaland, a church federation began holding servi-
ces for the aged in a oant:.ral location. It waa originally
designed for the old folks in imstitutlons, but within a
short time, agcd members of the commanity also began attend=

SSyantin and de Gruchy, OPs Slt.. P« 29
S44¢ Gruchy, cpe oites De II fe
S5Gowdry, ope Slte; Ps 7960

86Wind, "Happiness is liore Than Security”; ops 0ite,
Pe 52, 00le &a
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ing servicez at that church.o7

The aged have the advantage over the young in thet they
are avallable during the day to assist the pastor in work
for the church. Vhere there are a sufficient number of them,
clubs and Bible Classes can bé formed. Old people look forward
to meetings of such organization. The percentage of attend-
ance is much higher than with any other age group.®8 The
aged shonld also receive.special attention from the pastor.39

Religlous growth must be the aim of religious instruction.
It 18 all too easy for the aged to use the Bible and religlon
as a soporific to lull them to inactivity. One counselling.
group reports: ". . . these religlous slogans that have
come to our attention inwardly deal with the paasive accopt=
ance of 1life's trials and orosses, Never have we found a
gete-up-and-go=text, one that would act as a motivation in
devising an origlnal way of getting out of the 'vale of
tears' called 1life, not one that hints at courage and; pure

poseful effort".40 In counseling, the pastor must remember

E7Maves and Cedarleaf, ops Sit., P. 215

38Ipbid, Passim, NeBe De 7be

1) wpgyohology in the Service of &
Luthernﬁlgzggoggfu(:lelﬁpugﬂahed chelon's Thesis, Concordia

Seminary, St. Louls, 1949), p. 5l.

, hy, Sweeping the
4074 14ien J, Martin and Qlare de Gruchy, plog the
00bwebsLi('New Yorks The Maomillan Company, 19<9), _P° )
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that these Shelstlons, though old, 'should 411l be wemrices
off the crost. y

How Appronches Doveloped Hasontly

Uithin the chuwch, cne suthoplty recammsnded twe steps
to eovor bho neods of the agoed domplotoly. IMirst, he roce
caanonded onwelully gnapded old age pensions snd secondly,
shree typos of Homes for thoso who sould aot care Lor thome
sz2lves: State humea for the aged who aould not qualify for
8 ponsion, and osnunob find a place in a prlvate iome; prie
vibe llonoa, '-.-mth paid and froc, for those withous oletives
wlth whan Shey- can llvey, and who caanot live by thansolvesy
and finnlly, s hoasling-out syston for thoss who conld bo

babbor cuprad for in a fsnily envivownont than in a Home o %2

Thais saso aushowliy folb that in years to como, the
Individual would bo oared for in his haowo by tho chureh ine
sigad of in on inaSitabions As early as 1952, the Raverond
Le We Ulckhem pacommendod that the churoh iastltute oUGw
doow paiief by twaiued wopkers, pold by the church, 80 thab
the aged conld live in their own hdmes. In casas of need
whopye thove wers no funds aveilable, Ghe indlyidual would

\l..\o}

ro00ive o penslon from the chuvoh, gathored fron the s;o:nbars

ia "iuaw Develo oguen&a in Enndlmy, Ppoblems

Op pﬂ
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by texetion.t

Seoculap autimriti.e:_x in social work are bocaaning more
and more oonvinesd that the proper pluce to eara for the
aged 1o in thoir own home or home environmente Fven though
1t is more o08tly, it is a much bettor solution Por the ine
dividnal then institutionalizetione®

in Donmexir, just outside CGopenhagen, there is an 0ld
Peoplals Vililage to which it 1 un honoy to bolonge The
stabe providos shwlbor, food and clothings The aged do
sane worl; but bavg ample time to lend a soedarl lifc and
have hobbion.™4

In Poeldlng, uvklua, there is an Old age colony, Axound
& loxge paved square ¢iny homod aro tullte In cuch lives an
aged couploe Baoh home hns ong roan with o bodstoad ade
of wasonry, vader vhich & five can be built, Iz the conbor
of the moom is a cwell stove, tobloy end chalrs. io vont
is veguirad, Yhe state furnishes e pensloa for food and
olothinge Tac old folls sl in the sua by daoy and vielt.4S

Gottage solonles have boen gugcosaful in the southorn

: da
port of the United States. In the norili, insulablon and

4800 chand e Luagll, "The Soglal Outlook of tho

Luthavan Chureh®, (Unpublished Eachorlorts Thesis, Concordia
Seminsry, &be Loula, 1949), pe 51 T
AMoraobin and do Gruchy, Salvaging O1d Agoy De 74 Lo

BIp1a,, po The



o

noating havo proved 400 oxpenslve in most oasen.do

The Pranclscan Brothers have pessntly completed a 120
bed hospital in Ia Sarque Hills, near Eupeka, Misscurd,
thirtyeiive wmilon southwest of Seint Louls. This hospital
1s devobted omolunlvely to agod men with chronic 111neasos. "

Jne of bthe ieaai.ng authoritiena in this f£icld recammends
that old age housing projects be daveloped in fhe noighbore
hond of large oltles, The buildings would be designed ese
peoially Tor old psopls, Roubine medical and nursing oerd
would bo & part of tho rent.40

L sosial worlor in Bosbon recommonds that old age ¢linloa
ba establisheds %By watehing the heart, tho blond=pressurg,
end the kidneys, and applying preventative and alloviative
moasures, aped mon and wonen might be made more confortable
or even kepit longor in galnful amploymant.“

Anobhor grest need Lor the aged aro ehronic hoapitals,
logabed near vegular hoapitals £or omergencless They can ba

46uaven and Codarlonf, ope olte, Pe 247.

V5211 d Ugonatant Gare is Ordor
Day®, “ﬁz; %t.:’e%gg 3 Globe Dewosrat, (Jamary Bl *18625, e ar,
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runt at half tho cost with leoss oquipment<0 OF even greater
need at prosent 1s a chupch montal hospitel, Specisl wards
should ve astablished for the senllo and aged disorientated,
At presont, thoy are not woloomd in regular mental Lo3pile
tels, and do not desarve to be with the mors violent patiw
antsSe hany advancas hnv:a beon made within recent goars in
tho study of senlllty, and thoro g hope that in years to
como miid eazos ¢an be restored to normal mental equill.
briume St

ihe s o esiablish those institutionst A church, or
grovp of charones could very well begin the worke Intor-
ested indivliduals counld opon private hospltals for the
ohrvonioally L1l agod, convalascent homes, or, if qualified,
soanpoiling ngzenclos. e

On & small scalg, t.he neombera of a congregatlon oun
agulst a crippled or 11l mouber, as was done far ono lady
with arthrislc lmees and hips: "der bad had beon bullb up
to the height of a handrall whioh she held on to es she
rolled hovself iu and out of beds HNany other evidencoa of
ingonuibsy wers seen in the long mop handlos and brooms and

theo built up kitohen tabloe ALl ghrosholds haed bDeen »ae

50igven und Cedarlonf, gpe Oitey Pe 803 Te
8lipga,
BBIntds, pe £50e
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moved snd eanps rodlnosd stops leading 1lato the yard at
back ond the ganden in front of the housel"8%

e Ve Gomdry sugseats the ostablisiment of bhurenus
where vobtlrad profossionnl pocplo can most 0 0XCRANEE L6T=
viecss “The petived cappenter, dootorg nurse, painter,
teacher,; all may have somathlug to sontribute to enmch othew
end o bhomsslivos,?bd

The varlous acdas of capre for the nged have havrdly boen
touched, Tho opportunitles for progress ars almost endless.

In viow of the

bl

apldly fncressing numbers of old people, the
ehuwan will bs foscod 40 enter mopa fully into thin area of
socinl vorlk, unless, of hew own ascord she enters into 1t.
In view of bhe nany progrosses ssoular instltutlons and
bureaus have made, the church dare not adoph halfewey

EQanurnie
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CIAFPER IX
FROSPECTUS

The fiold of old ago care is a now field, this in splte
of theo fact that all poople look forward %o belng olde

Thoee is moach confusion and laok of peoriinens
knowledgs of apluge Jittle ls Imown of the
bilologleal pwrogosses, the diseases of old ago,

tholr mental, omctional and politleal oublooite

Yo do nob know how o educato thwm and be educated, -
oy Lo help thom esonomlcally, how tio provide the
proper confopt for them end help thom o learn and
50 worke Bub we know they must ba halpade

Phe words above are the conclusions drawn at the thite
lipnse Confercnco on Aging, held in 1960 The veport sone

tinveas
Undor the prosont system tho aging sitisen 1s nob

pollaved of fear and insecurity even with a limited
ponsion op sunuity or old-age insuvance ad h!.s_dia-
posule Hebhods should therefors be developad which
will, in aue time, assure hlm of sufficlent serwie
coa ﬁras'saaﬂ of insufiicloent oaa‘ui and provide hiwm
with a safo ond satlafactory sheltor in pleasant

gurronndingd o ¢ ¢
The nged peraon mist be kept in & respoctable poaition

in the commwibtye He shonld not be goasidered a burdone

T, . o if we pestore his dignity end independonco, il we

Misruin Se Gumpers, "0ldor Faople Have “lasgme, bHT

tant?®, The Sbe Louls PostwDispaton, (iovembor

Pe Eﬁa GOLe Ee -
y of
Syap s vyousing Is Geoatest Froblaom
Aged“j"'%?xgigt.'Lgﬂ‘ga?oﬁt-m (Hovember 14, 1850),
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listen to hlo judgnent and oxperdonse, Lf we raspost his
right and challonge his rosponafbility, vis may be on our
viay to Tulfllil mankind?s most apdent hope: & maturs soolety
governcd by wisdom "o

Wen should nover Ypetive®, "fhe porson who suddenly
atops the lilelong habit and roubline of his daily openpation
feoquontly fecas shook and tragedye Enotionally hils 1ife
bacomos amphy, and phyalenlly he has to adapt to the strainsg
of idlonesse™ 014 folks showld be sngouraged to work as
lopg as possible before anbeoring an 0ld Folks Home, and
those Momos should pa limitod Ho $hoso who cannob worlke®

ivan in aduecasional clrelos the arblirery »ule

of wobivement from univepsity teaching at the

apo of sixbyellve, followed peraaps by a loag

1ife .hedped by traditional l_i.mltationag will

heve 50 zo, and gbtvange 1t ssems theb thls has

not nlraady been asconplished singe Immanuol

Bant, in fizhting this pullng g0 many yeawrs &g,

ealled o mind the truth "that a wan can be &

Pool at any age'a

The idea of voaslons neems o he Tirmly entrenched in

Siblde, 80Lle e

Qrrawtin Se Guupors, "Faecod Hetirement No Paradise fov
Aged™, The Ste Louls PostwDispatoh, (Uovember 14, 1850),
Pe 393 60...5 .‘ﬂa".

By, v, Zabenkamp, "Eroblems of Loisure Tima¥, Proceede
inge aénm‘; iﬁgﬁl wNinth Annual Convention of the !_1‘9"5'0“'31'1'1?66-
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the nlnds of Amorioan peoplo., Thoro will have %0 be many
rovisions 1n the vaplons asystems of ponsilons of farads
Pansion systens have thels dlsadvantages os woll az Shoip
blossings,? Sinse .old age 18 a »olavive term, "any syatom
of universal old nge pensions muss avantually adjust its
age quallfloations to whet the individual is ;:ayab;l.a 0f 4o
ing at oach lovol®.® mg danger of Goo muohk govermmont oone
teal of $he Life of the ingividusl must also be borne in
minda

fn Pap nu Gechnigue ls concerned, the individual muat
be deslt with, nob the groupe

LT poople must be deald with as Inddvidaals. Fach
off Shom has hls ngeds, his doslires, his capacltye.
Thweno must bo faken into acsownt when & plan ia made
for hime For our aclm and goal ls a0l mevely to
rrovide Lood and ghalier aad olothling far our agsd
¢lienss, bub to onebls them to lead hwnppy, useful
ad aa'ﬁnfzfing lives, And we amm onl'i- ha:tp them

5o load guoh lives, if wo cease thinking of them

05 & group Who éan bg herded indiscriminately into
01ld Peoplels lioges and begin thinking of them as
indlviduals, waoss lives ooneist not only of tho
doceying vennants of onse noble truits and capas
citles, but of ths ripened frults of ehamgtera
built by experience and ennobled by falth.

Tiogun H, Andrews and Rudolph X, Kichols, .M_E“mmi“

Paoploms of kodevn Soodety (Mow York: The Rons e
Gtinpany, 1047], De Db8.Le
SHe Ve Couwdry, Fvoblgms of A (saltlmores Tho

Wililams cnd Wilking Conpany, 10%c)y De 87e

9, Lo Witbo, "Gase Work With the Aged", ThirtyeNinth
ﬁﬂﬂmuéméeﬁtim’ﬁaawiated Inshoran Gharitierﬂs*dr"-,
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Industey has a groat task hoforo 1t, 5o mond the eorvors
i made in fommer yaars wlth rogard to its aged laborerase
In this avea the chursh gan oparnte as an agonsy Lo ancoupe
aga; %o fostor, and il necosaary, L0 prassurs, industery in
thls directlon. "Ihysloiaus, personnel manager, and othops
by welliising vhat wo now lmow about aglag, mlight plan for the
dater decadas of a partloulny employes in a manney which
would vosuli in important gaina, not only %o the employee
himgell, bub 50 his £l or Prokorye "0

Wish tho growlng mumber of aged,; the fiold of Publie
Welfars also facos ppobloms, If the prosent system iz fole
lowad, tuis astion will develop iato a "gigantic oldeags
agylum’  h2

The nged, in yeors to -GGRG; will omeey & pobentlally
gront pollsionl vote, Tho £irst sigas of thils aro apparent
aivendy in Oslifornis, whera the great mass of old age pouw
sien iaws, passod within ragont years ta atbract the aged
vobers, ilveatens to banlowuph tho atato. The plan has
oporated in a violond oivolos Othor aged, atiracted to tho
sbate by its climate and by 1ts meny spacial provisions for
he ngod, have so swelled Gho roster of cltizens, thet tho

sbate is ovorburdenod with pehalon commitmentae Viowed in

10 Sowdyy, OPe ﬂit., De 795
Wgumpent, "older People fiave Booaus Important®, oDe
8ige, coOle ZBe
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Ao eoBLract, wo may look formmapd t0 a nation whore ths
aldeprn, who do aob work and producy, vato Gho monsy of the
youngar Dolk, who do work and produso for tholr own suppors
and usse® Thops iu a groator danger thah “uboplas™ and
"idoalistle amellorative programs™ will be onacted into lew
o agbracst the vobte of tho aged.15 The wovomont in this
dirvection has ulrondy begune Most 01ld Folles jlomes wers
golicived Ln {ho last olsction to geb thelr folls out to

vqilv 9

—

IS wers prmiidad to branspopt Ghem o the polla,
gng h.a...l.i 6ve o be quits ignorant of bno motives of polle
vics to bolisve thnt politlsal parties would do this, solely
to canule the sged Ho oxorclse tholr franchlsee

In 1U%0, tho Noverend L. Fe Sreudes said, "Pevhaps the
time will come whou we shall bo abls $o malntala so-callsd
Kost omes in gonjunction with our homes for the cged and
thus have s place in & Ohrlstian atmogphers for the aged
bede-pidicn and tho chronlo invallds,"14 That time has
arvived, Navging lgmes are springlng up all over the gountrye
one such alLupah koo hes bsen established by the lubhorans
in Ste Loulte A8 tlme 5003 by, theve will probably bo ndrde

YEsouara v, ot Anerioan B 1al Problems (liow York:
Haney Hold and Company, 3 P L] 3

Ao1pid,, pe 196 £a

14, ¥, Srandes, "0ld Ago haslutBnoo, and, It tplie

h Amma
eations Ecm Do hamen For The A
Convention Aszoplated Luthoran Ghm‘itlea & P Pe II7e
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Houslng devolopmonts are inelining to the iden of agte
ting aslde ceritaln sootions for the aged, with nursing and
cafotoria sorvicesd® Ag the aged become more afflucnt, thwough
inorengsed psusions, wmore such servicos will be offeraed theme

ne of the reanons why church lomea for the aged have
been less progrosalve than they wmight have been 1s the leck
of trained lesdorasl® loat of tho superintendents are
pastors, I{illing a double job of superintondent and chaplaine.
The Boards are made up of successful businassmen, trailned in :
the busipess of maklng wonoy, bubt not in the buslnoas of the
sure of peoflee ¥Yob im tholr uatrained hands reats the
fubturs of nany peoplos

e fubupe of care for the aged is bright, John Dewey
WPOGo sevaral yoars agos

I do nob think that 3t 28 & eign of undue exton=

sion of Lwagination to antieoipate a time when

opgandzad adninistrative care of the ﬂinedtg:u

exbond not only %o ater faocillties _

way of hospitalisation and old=ago homas, spoaial

nurses and special forms of medical care, include

ine povaeps provisions for 1iving in ospsclally
Gggggzi;ﬁpzlimates and apeciel rooroational faoili-

tlened’

6paul B, iaves and J, Lennart Uodaploaf, Older Poople
end the Ghuveh (How Yorlk *sbingdonsGokeabury FFasn, Mg]’;
p. 0a ® oy

1643 onard ¥, Huogll, "The Soslal Oublook of the Luthoran
t‘:hu:«chﬁi (%rapubliahad%néhelor's fhosis, Goncordle Semlnary,
Ste Louis, 1068}, pe Ve

TG oudry, ope Shley Pe XXXILs

el ]



116
& groat vesponsibility rests upon the chuvshe

Seienco hos added years to lifes Theo church must
agswuo lun posponsibility end adcept its oppore
tunity o add 1ife to the years, in the name of
Jeoua, ko came to give 1life and give it more
abundentlys to help people grow old in grace and
favor wish God and mang to capture the potentialie
ties of lator maturity for the earichment of thelr
own lives and for the service in the Kingdom of (ode18

Tho chirgh can algo lot ita ianfluence be folt in the
outsldo worlde

it can do much through soclal acbtion to remove
roatricbions and prejudices, and to encourage tho
dovolopmont of oppoptunitics for employment, for
roecreatlon, and for adequate economic support for
older zme'gim Beyond this 1t ocan be active in
henging the mnhiff.\ous abtitudes of our acolet
toward oldoy paople by an appeal 4o tho communie
ty conscionse, based on knowlodge both of ethilcs
and of cldes paoplee It can help tho community
eome closer o tho scoial affirmation of the value
of oldar peoplo 2 primarily poople and not as
primarily oldore:®

"3l ege doas nob noed %o mesn slckmoss, Jur old
fashioned concept of rotirement should bo changede Vo muat
endow the prooiocus gifts of longer tims and botter health
with badber and nowes purposes of living. This calls, ine
deod, for the boldest and most adventurous edusablonel ex-
poriment which the human mind has evor undertalkon. "0

18paves and Uedarleaf, GPe 8iles Pe e
L984h1de, pe 80 Lo

{1
iy EQEummrt, tgider People Have Beoomo Important”, ORe
6ite, S0Le Ge




Appondix A
What is Charity?

Charlty 1o a torn which bas changed in moening over
the conturies, Originally 1t wus equated with love, love
in actlone The most typlcal exasple of this love in action
vas the fipat Ohrlstian churohe Thers have boen sscasional
attempts over the conturies to yobturn to this flirst love for
Chelate

Uno of tho basic axioms of chavity is givinge Ono cane
not do charlty withonb givinge But chardty must be more
shnrply doefined than mere pgivings Charity s giving without
hope, or ovon Ghought of returne Oiving to gain mrestige
is not givinge Now is giving to escape income tax, Hor
should appeal for this type of giving be made by charitabla
inatitusicns,

4 peculiar situation exlsts within the church sodaye
Those wost in nesd of charity find the greatest diffionlty
in receiving ite It 18 énay to establish rules for indivie
dual charltye It is not so easy to establish rules for, nor
to dofine the 1imits of, orgenized charltye

Afbep the cstablisimont of organized cheplty by the

monks of the osrly Mlddle Ages, the accwmlation of funda
This was not a very business-

vas aceanplished by LIgEinge
liko way of Aolng things, but 1t acocmplishod 18 purposae
1t

If a partieuler monastory lacked sy particulay ltoms,
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bogged wrtll 4t gob thems Pndn was oharity on bhe lowest
businass lovele Hith the passage of time, the monssteries
bogan to ascwiulaie proporty, and with proporty, wealths
Bogglug was parsued only as an asacotic discipline, The
monks ate well, lived in coufort, AT they wished, and care
riod ocut Ghalr vest system of charity with iitt.:l.o foa:p' for
a leok of money G0 supply the wante of all who sought aid.

it sceas o he an almost universal »ule that the
agouwnuiabion of monoy stiflea the oharity spirite Theoro ;
grovu up & class of people in Hurope who were beneath the notlce
of the monks, They were too poor, too dirty, too uncouth, end
too edorlilevous ¢o be weloomo At Ghe monasberys ihis gondition
waa diroctly responsible for the organisation of the Capus
chins, who directed thole offorts o help these unfortunatcs.

his saze bype of eitwation s developing Godeye In
adddtion, & resotlon to Ghe gncddy busindse methods of the
chuprsh iz former yoars has led to the reopganlzation of the
mothods of charitable instiiutions along striot buainoss
prlncinios, 0ld Folks HYazes are expected to balante thelr
books, Soma are oven expectod to return & surplus for oXe

pension, Tuls atbitude is due primarily to the men who oOme
Susgegaful in their

prise the boards of these institubionsde

own line of businges, they seek to make & suggass of Lhs
but in terms of

instisution, nos in terms of charlty given,

monotary roturds
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G4ty mlssions suifor from the sume typoe of thinking,

A civy miseion by lis very nature cannot bo expacted to give
a yoburn in mouney or in souls wone It is o rehabilitation
meange (fnen an lndlvidual soul hes beon rehabllitated,
phyoleally and aplritunlly, ke leaves the cavironment of
the pilum and moves to the.more dosirable parts of the oitye
It is an slmost wnlversnl complaint of city missionarics.
that they ave nos aellotbed sufficient funds to do ths full
amount of work they would iike to do with their undorprivie
loged poople.

In the light of the history of chaplty, this condition
san be extendod inbo tho futuwes The trend today la toward
daring for those of the middle clnsse The uppor claas will,
noithor sseek chavliy, now need ite MNiddle olaas’ poople are
niger people to desl with, are cloaner Ghen lower elass
people, and ean poy bhelw waye Hany 0ld Polks lomes ara cone
templating o wovision of their requipenents for entrance in
opder o pmidé for those wno oan poy & monthly board,
olther cuii of gavings, or by ponsion, Thoss who il snffer

ave the poors Thoy will elfhor bo gorgod Lo take tha rome

hants, or to go to tho county poor houses & ceréain percenlw

tfge of poor people will be taken into (ld Folks louwose

T™his is o governmental requiramonte This percentego will be

the only vestige of charlty left in tho progra of the church

in the ocars fopr the agede
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The instlibutlions of the chwreh for tho care of the
eged vre 20v equlpped to ewre for the seniles, nor is thore
any prospect that thoy will be ¢quipped in the near futures
Host 014 follg Homes are vaderstaffed to handle these people
Por vihon thoy oro anrlng, ¥Fho idea of uccepsting sick ox nmone
Gally sick or mentally wsound old people is vigorovsly
opposed by stafl wmewbars of 0ld Polks domos, not because of
8 leck of Ohrdstlan love, bub because of the meed
eondition which provalls in mosli Houes, That a spacsisl mone
tal hospitel should be ostablished for the senlle, apparently
hag not enbteved into the minds of any leaders in this fleld.

The »ule of eaving Por those easlest to care for has
bosn followed, ead will be followed, unfortunabely, im sl
t00 many chupch instibtutions. This way loads to a wmch
more pleasans atmosphore in the Home, & group of mors cone
genial peoplo, and & good financial roturne Bub 1% 1s not
good charliye

It Lo taken for granbed that lomos are not run for the -

purposs of persopal finencial peturne It 1s Very aiffiouls,

aven wnder the most ideal ciroumstancos to galn a sufficlont
»oburn in gontpibutions and entrange fean to pay for operae
tlonal exponsose And yab, few charitable institutlons have
gona bankrunte The- trend has been in tha opposlie diroation.

In fact, the state Homeu, which receive & atatod amount of

money for opevaclon, have the groatest financinl difficulties.




Ao |

There ia cun_i:o:nplnt;ion on the part of many superinton-
dents of erbeblishing conpnnion Keat iomes, or Nursing Homos
for the chronlenily ille These are not opsrated on a chanle
table basias The cost of mursing 13 too highe If this
thought muterlnlisen, and 4f this thought londs to obhers,
with tho corresponding davelopment of more epscinlized
unltsn, within the perled of o century, these inatitutions
will have hecome wealthy leondeownorse Tho government ole
ready feors thia, 1t remembere the countries of Xurode
vhich in times past wers bled of thelr land, and lts texes,
by the chural, Alveady thore lec talk of texing the chapritles
of the church, leecs thoy dey up the land revenve. This, t00,
must be taken into considerablon, ne the ohurch considars
expansion of 1te Peollities,

what ;:-?ﬁ@:z maat be entablished to determine when a
chupah in doing works of charity, and vhen 1% 1= oparating
& business? Cerbainly, the chupch cannot engage in proflt
wmaklng, It rust poctoncile itself to tho thought that its
chapitios nre not to make monoy, and that by Yoluntaryimane
popt, i% rmst make up the deflcite That i3 a basle pringle
ple of chepity as oublined by Christ; charity is gived,; nob

30lde Tho guostion asked must bo, "Fhnt oan we do¥ vhat

nos "ohat is the raturnt®, as i3 so

does tha job veguiret",
often aslked whea the problem of an individual applicant is
Thia is very idealistlce

Prosentad o a board of admissionse
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It ls based on tha assvmpblion that the indlvidusl rembors
of Ghe church &re so congerncd Lor the wolfare of tholr
.t'al:i.:r;:--f;‘m-i:i-'.'.i.s':m:, though they may not mow them perasonclly,
thet shey ool what s neoded; inatesd of what it will cost
theme Thare are such Chrlabianns, mors than anyonoe reallzeas,
lenmy of them srs congorned about the growlng mercencyy attle
tudo of the instlivtlons of charltye.

Togobhoy with a veanalysis of the methods of caring

oy the sged, it woald be woll to intraduce a m»ostudy of the
Bilblicel ovinciplea of chardtye




Appondix 3
The Ulpnity of tho Individual

tné oL tho baslo principles of demoovacy is the diganle
ty of the individual, Irobably deuocracy losrned this prine
oiple Lfrom Chelatianitye. Tho ohuroh must be very much awars
of ;;nr.- nacessity of vespsebing tho dignity of the individual
in ite work with hime %he Luthoran Chwrsh has heightoned
ive undersbauding of this torm Uy the emphusis upon ths
prigsthicod of all Lelieverse It pluces the rosponsibilisy
for an individualis relatlon to Cod upon hime

_ Unfopbunabsly, this principle has not been {olilowad 80

closely in chardiablo worke Yhis is partloularly frue In
tho worl with the agode Thou aged, if any, must be Lroated
as individualo. ¢haoy are hlghly individusl psrsonnlitilos.
Thelr gooat bucklog of individuslized exporiencos maka Lhom
highly powsonslizede Yob, the chwroh, seomingly unaware of
thls condision, ’uu instisutod and porpehuased a Gypo of care
for all Guoss aged needing cave, whioh loast respocts This
fact, : {

The lastibusion, by its vory naburo, camnot glve in-
dlvidual cspe. Ib must sexve mesls at a gertain tlmoe All

mat retles abous bhe saze timee Ond rat walt o anothar,

o matbor haw idsal the

and walb his tien when aceding holpe
' artificlal 1ifa,

envirommons, an lastitutional lifs is an
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Privecy Ls llzibeds Ms who wrebels ngainat the pules is
Insuberdinate. Confomilty means loga of inddvidunlity,
Loos of wosponuibllity, and loss of porsonslitye The avere
age Lwaate of an Q2 Polks Heme, afier s vesidence of Lwe
or thpao yeors, o o vory helpluss ersaihwen when loft en
his own on the oubside. Ho has lost hiz responsibility and
naguranse, Thougands of foara crowd down upon hlm, na he
ahonds, afrald to make a decislon. Old folks, as they moke
thair annual "voeation trips" back to wviait the folks In the
old hemo Yown, find themselves rotuming to an environmenty
with whieh shor fomonly wore sble Lo copa, but whloh they
£ind thoey uo longer san handle, bessuse they have lost thelr
forman nugweanes and solferclisnces Thoy usually return
siceke “nis im pantly duo S0 the over indalgense of »ich
foods while awsy Crom She carefully regilated dlet of the
Home, Fub it 49 alde dug $o tho many namelass fears snd une-
genbnintles which make of tham temporary nourotios.

e veisos an othlenl questlons Is this tho best
tmeatment which the clupeh oan provide for them? Beyond
quaation, the church dolaa not mean to harm thome In its
aonl, Lt has given them the bost of ovorybhinge Hub in gly=
ing tham the baast, &t hns pobbhed them of thelx fitneas to
1 1if0, If has robbed those of bhew who emld

laad o noman
have carplod on tholr normal iife, of the opportunity for
Ia thie right?

.

sonbinuad sepvice in thely home commnitye




Heraholers the ohurch has hoon aontant Ho ablde by

- the Iassiiniionnl nothod of sharity o the axelaslon of
othar =ethodss I% has agon %he physleal consontmont of

ita pationts dardng the visiting hours, and has boan wall
safisfiad, But 1% has not seon thom in tho lonely houva,
the hours of Lrial and blttarnosss, the howre of whloh thoy
apldom sneal, ovon 4o the chaplala who visits thame ook
rosidonts Lila thely lHomge Thoy anjoy 1tas conforts, It 13
Fa shan thoy hava ovar Imogn,. Whon they fsel

o lask and an enphlacss, thoy attribute 1t fo saw lask oa

thelpy pant, They uphrald Shomaslvoa for boing mabthanklule

-

Thoy navar bSalk about 16, But that empiiness, thad pur
pogalessioan Lo 95ill Sherde And no amount of oscupaglond,
tharany oan hnke avay that useless fealing.

ALY poapla, Af thay live long onaugh, »oach a4 8iago
whepa thoy ame far all practienl purpos:s waslosse Theiy -
phrslonl snd =ansal visallty wanes to the extent that, no
matier how consccrated, op devoub, Bhey cannot "do® enye
things Xor them, the institution is the bent plnoe: 1t ds

not the DLes: plase for the activoe

Thds mpoblem, too, mush be considered in the resvnluntion
It i=s more &

of the elnwchts progras of care for the agede

problom ef finsnca than of anything alsde An institutlonal

type of chapity ic the choopast type of chewlty that omn bo

aole to

pravidade 4 chureh body which bas searcely been
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gupporb Lia institutlons will not aoon change o a mora
exponsive systome Iub iU will antertain change i ita
anthoritlos in the £leld of cavs For the aged aro suiflel-
enbly onliganed aad notivated (o campaign fo» sich o changoe
Thay ape tho o upon wiam ho roeaponsibiilsy will posi 4O
belag about the changoe The aged Chelstisas in our nddst
mush 2ob be looksd upon as chapliy pationtse Thanks o
gonasarasel lendarablp of 014 Polks lames ¥igld HReprosonife
Hivesn, thoy ao longer have the stigaa of poverly nttached
o Bholy mipaice o dhe Honae It ds baocomlng moxe snud noxre
$he natursl thing o call upon the Hemo in the time of nood
in 0ld ngoe Perhaps, in like meusure, those .swas men ¢an
bplag ehonl & Bype of cara mope emsliopative to tha porsole

alitias of Shoss old folks us thoy have beought it ebout for

- L5

tholo bodlase Ab all sosts, the digaity of the individual

should hoe respestied




Appondix ¢
¥rogesnls of Soolealastes 12117

¥hls peesage has never won wids ronown among Blble
vondars, although 1t is probably one of tho most sublime
Greatnonts ¢f old age, lis infimitles, ond 1ts f£inal end
in deuth, “hie is probably due to the difficulty of the
languege. Whilo the words thomsolves ere simple, the picturss
they porbtray ave so closoly intorwoven with Jewish thought
thet 1t 1ls very difficult Lo tnravel and oxplain them %O
the westorn minde

¢ Lo addwonged $0 a youthy, or %o youth ln goneorale
YRemembor now thy Upoator in the dayo of thy yoath,", This v
passage hae bean tpanslased in a differont fashion by & cere
tain Profoscor Poul Heupte “Remmebor thy well (the wife and
mother of thy children) in the days of thy vigore" This
translation lowers tho lovel and tone of the whole selestlon
o one of erass mensuality, ubterly out of keeping with the
Quiet touo of the rost of the pasaagee

Yhen the ovil daye oome not, nor the years draw nigh,
When thou shals say, I have no pleasure in thoms®e Those

Worda pletuwss the inception of old age, Thore ia a gradual
As man grows old he boglns
anlike the youth who

a active agaln.

withdpawal fpon plossure in lifee
to dread the next day and its problend,
%an sonpcely welt for the dawn o ba up an
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"While tho sua, op tho 1ight, or the moon, or the.stars,
bg not darkensd, nor tho clowds veturn after the raing®,
This posguage way be intorprotod in vardous ways. Some think
of it as a desorlptlon of the various stages of 1ifes The
sun is the Lime of childhoods Tho moon ls tho time of boy=-
hood and eaply manhoods Tho atars are the sporadic pleasures
of adulthood, and the raln and the olouds ave old agee For
tho old man all plensupcs apre hldden by the cloud of his ine
£lpmitlien, The passage may be interproted mors slmply to
menn that the old man no longor can geo the wondors of
nature aboub hime His pleasures are fraught with pain, and
nothing in of lasting pleasuro, Haln froshons nature, but
for the aged, the clounds voturn after the raln, so that there
is only momentnpy »efpochmonte

"in the day when the keopors of the house shall thombla®,
The koepops of the houss are tho handse Tals mey also bo
interproted with a mope genoral meaning. Strengih, oven
in the powarful, faltors before ensuing ages

"And the strong men shall bow themselves,"« These are
the bones of the slkeletons The backbone 1s meant here in
partloulave It may alo mean the logss Tho back beccmes
bowed and tie lege bend under the wolght of joarse

Uind the grindors cease beocauso ghoy are fovg o
11ttle chewing ean be dono

The

teothz, of couvse, ape meant herde

bocausa the seoth aro fowe
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“And thoso that look out of the windows bo darlonod.®
These ero the eyes, They look out of the holes of the akull,
but ave darkened by the cataracts of apde

“And tho doops shall be shub in tho strosts, when the
gound of the grinding is low,", This passege is interpretoed
in various wayse In keoping with the previous ides of grinde
ing, this nust mean that the 1ips are fallen in over tho
boothloes guns, for the chowing of foud has bacome lesa and
lesse It gan also bo intevpretod to vefer to the pores of
tha body whieoh do not secrote bogause little nourishment la
being takon into the bodye The bowela also are clomsed, and
the aged evasuate with diffleultye

“ind ha shall vipe up at tho volce of the bird",e Tho
REod eannoik sleep well, and vises with the birds in the
norninge

"ind ail the Gaughters of mualek shall be brought lows"e
The es»s vaick enjoy music aund sound grow deafs Tho tongud
no longsr sponks elearlye 1o Volce iz cracked ond unmisicale

Filso when fimy shall be afraid of that which is high,
and fears shail be in the way,'s Thia ploture nseds no
intevpresntion. The aged ave afrald of steps, and do nob
13ke to walk very greet dlstaucess Every stop 1s aceanpae
nied by feavs of & misabep and A falle 4

Band the mimond Sreo shall flouriah,”s The almond tree

; af
of Palestine blosacms in tho midet of winter upon & loafe

less stem, and its flowers, ab firvst o pale pink, turn O
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the whitoness of snow as they fall from tho branch, Thia,
theny in n g;:!.ei-.uﬁ of the snowy hair which is the orown of
old agoe

fAnd the grasshopper shall bo a burden,”, Tals passage
iz aifflenit %o oxplain, It may moon that the grasshoppsy
Jumplng about vory netlvely, vexes the orippled old mane
The grasshopper was a ploture of o troubles It may be apw
plied here as & niokonmws for the old man by his chilldren
whio consider him a burden and a4 pest,

Bind deaive ghall fail:®s The 0ld man lets loose of
all earthly abtachmants for “wen gosth $o his long homa,%.
lia spproachios his grave, which will be his reating place
for a long timee

The welotives and professional mournars, sonsing
epproaching doath, gather like wultures in tho atreetoe Dub
the old men is nob yob desde Hovering at bhe brink, thera
are still the sllken cords of 1ife to bo brokene

"op gvar the silver cord ba loosed,"s This no doubt
refere o the spinal gopd or the thvead of 1lifes lHo is lete
%ing loosa of tho copds of 1ife, "Or the golden bowl be
brokan,", Phia is the bpalne It lapses into unconsclouse

el

0
nense "op the pltoher bo broken A the fountalng®e Fro-

Waa

bobly the wabew, hues lmplicd, ia the bloods The pitchex,

then, is the hourte It 18 aboat to gomse ita usefulneas.

"Oe the wheel be byokes st the cistern”, The uhole maghinory
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af the body s dowile The reopipation becomos mora labored.
Doaeth g not Sy auly, .

fnd g0 the old man pagsos from 1493 ¢o denthe "Thon
ehall the dusbt peturn to the snrth as 4% was: and tho splris
shall rejwen unto God, vho gave 1te" The body pasnes to iis
final rostilag plade to awalt the rosurrectlon, and the soul
goas to lis Maker, anticlypatlng b!;a rounion with the body in
atornitys

Conpare this doserlipiion of old age and its passing with
Bhat of Shokespésre in his pley, "As You Iike I5",

Inot acene of all, thus ends thls strange eventful

histowy, in second childishness and meres oblivioa
fanc tectll, nons oyes, sand taste, sana everythinge
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