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CHAPTER IT 

INTRODUCTION 

When is a porson old? Age is a relative thing. An 

Eskimo is old at fifty. Faw natives of Gentrai Africa 

dive to be older than forty-fiveel Ssoecalled "industrial 

old ago” is different from chronological old age. And it 

changes from generation to generation in meaning. Some 

insects live a few hours. Several animala live one 

hundred and two hundred years. <A tree may live to be a 

thousand. 

Old age has bescme somewhat standardized in the 

United States by a series of events and movementse 

Originally seventy was considered the retiremont gee 

Then a mean was old. Phere is a carryeover of this idea 

in many universities, where the retirement of professors 

is set at that age. Hore recently the retirement age waz 

set at sixtyefive. Most institutions for the care of the 

aged heave set their ago limit at sixty-five. The Social 

" Security Act of 1925 specified sixty-fives® Hence ths 

  

ig. stenley Hall Senescence Te Last Half of Life 

(New York: De Appleton and Company, 10cz), p. 420° 

2g MH. andrews and Rudolph K. Michels, Eoonomio 
Problems of Modern Bosiety (New York: Ths Ronald rress 

Company, Iss¥), p. 550 fe . . 
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general fealing 1a the United States 4s that atv sixty-five 

a wan is entering upon old ages 

Webster defines tho word "old" in the following 

mannor: “kaving exlated longs advanced far in years or 

Lifes; hoving Lost the vigor of youthe"S whe last phrase 

is probably the moat agcurate. A man usually is a Gld as 

he feels. Hor all practical purposes, however, the ages of 

sixtyefive gan ba taken as an arbitrary fPiguee to mark 

the beginning of cld agee This thesis wili operate on 

that principle, not so much with the underotanding that 

people ave old at sixtyefiva3 In moat cases this is nos 

trues; but at that azo, the Individual first becomes elie 

gible for the gifts, benefits and aids which are reserved 

by govermzont and church for the agede 

Old age is not as "erabbed"” as 16 is usually pistureds 

Many mon wore outstanding at a very advanced ago» To mene 

tion only a few: Victor iiugo wrote his best works betwoon 

the ages of seventy and eighty; Volteirs did hie best work 

during the last ten years of his life although burdened by 

many infirmities, He dled at oightyefoure Inuanucl Kant, 

although frali, died sb oighty, and workec estes“ iy up we 

Se ee ee 

“gobsterta Collegiate Liction (#Lfth editions 
Sppingriaile: Ge and i Worenam UGep L042), De GGlo 
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til the lest few months of his life.e4 Gato began to study 

Greok at elgnty. Sophecles wrote his Osdipus at ninety. 

Leo XII was cuistending after seventy and died at ninetye 

four. itian painted his masterpiece at sightyefivee 

Howton lived to be eighty-five. Sen Franklin Was at the 

hoignht of hig prominence st seventy, ambassador to Franse 

at seventy-fivee Elihu Root was active until he was ninoty, 

cying at alnetyeslght. Florence Nightingale lived ts be 

ninoty 

Youth has never bean tao sollcitous of age at any 

period of history. he youth of Athens chased the Ola 

men through the streets. the Paris medical students of 

the Middle Ages protested against being taught by "91a 

dotards".6 in modern days, youth 1s forcing age out of 

industry. 

and yet, there has beon a vrecont rise of interest in 

old age and its problems. Three reasons have probably 

prompted this interest: 1. = growlng proportion of old 

  

4iijien J, Martin and Glare de Gruchy Salvaging Old 
Age (Hew York: Macmillan, 1950), Pe Se Sen 

Se. Vv. Gowdry, Problema of Aging (Baltimore: The 
Wiildems and Wilkins Company, LO0%2), Pe 698 f. 

GHell, op. cites Pe 80 
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‘is to s¢imlate the chureh and its charitable agencies to 

4 

people, aug to a falling blyth rate, restricted limigration, 

and increased life spans 2. tho alefioulty of older poovle 

  

to get and keep jots in modern, mechanized industrys and 

Se a more sonsitised social conscience, which is beginning 

tO assume rosponslbility for those, who, bacauce of GEO, 

cannot’ caro for thomgolvese’ The church shoald have a 

primary interast ln this probleme 

Hany secular agencies are delving into this prodlom. 

instead of polautlng the way aa prophet, the chuych has boon 

content to follow in-tha wake, Tho pursose of this theais 

find bobbter end mops adequate means to care for aged 

Cheistians, Insurance smnpanies are aware of tha incroage 

ing nunber of agede Folltical parties are aware of the 

potential voting strength they heave. The church must iso 

be awazo of thoir neoda and rogulroncnts, and be propared 

6G £111 thes on a much grander scale than ever teforce 

In order to aceist tho reader of this thoais, who pore 

haps may act bo acquainted with the background material of 

the: prosent old age problea, the author has Included four 

preliminary chaptora, Chapter IL contains an historical 

dackgrounde gShapser Til deseribes the Hiblets approach to 

O1G ugoe Ghapser IV characterizes the agad and Chaptor ¥ 

"esont Soolal Trends in the United States (New York: 
MoGraweigll Wook Gonpally, L0Ge, LOCV), De 1L00e 
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sete fomth thelr particule: neodss 

Ghapter Vi sets forth the problem as 16 axiate tao 

dey, aud as 16 le likely to develop in the Immediate 

future. Ib is followed by a shaptor which discusses what 

hag been Gone fop the aged in the past. his chapter also 

contains an analysis of the worth of past procedurce 

Chapter VITX diacusses present day methods and approaches, 

@he Pinal, chapter gives a prospectus and offers suggestions 

toe fugure astion by the church, te koep ahead of the 

problems which inerensed numbers of oid people will of fore 

Two appendices are attached because they discuss basic 

aGbtitudes in Ghelstlan charlty which have often. suffercd 

in tha past, and which mist be taken into consideration in 

the formntion of a now approach to the problem of o14 age 

fhe final appondis ia a simple exogesis of Ecclesiasiasa 

ifiie8. It was placed in the appendix inatead of in 

Ghapteor FIL besause of laa Longthe 

  
 



GHAPPER IZ 

OLD AGH Til HISTORY 

fmonag the Prindtives 

"as fap back as we can go, the hands of the aged have 

preached sub for a Litule food when they could do nobhing 

moroeuwsnd thoy have nob boon entirely ignored, nor elyays 

Pilicd."+ ghia atatenont oould well summarize the volo 

of the aged In ancient pagan primitive socLetye 

oo o oe 2tividuals everywhoare soem to have bovoare 
beourassively dependent upon others for thoir t 
food with the onset oF old agge The assurance 
of food from a group op communal source has 
nOG been oatirely lacking 4n the simplost Inown 
socletios. In fact, 4t appears that custona 
of sharlug food with the aged have been strongest 
in very harsh and diffieuls environments, whon 
Ghe focd supply has been leas constant, and 
where types of maintenance have been .loss well 
developed, as auong collectors, fishers, snd 
hunterae With advance to herding and agriculturs, 
and the develonnent of cultural tralts charace 
teristic of “higher? civilization, such as grain 
supplies, property, trade, debterolations, sand 
Slavery, sapport of the aged through comsunal 
shaping of food apoeers to Rave declined in ime 
portance or to havo taken on Features mora 
chavasteristic of organized soclebye® 

  
flowever, the picture was nob so pleasant for the 

aged as 2% may some "ost Indian tribos provided for their 

agea so loag as thay sould cane and got what they needed. 

    

Lieo Wo Simuone, fhe Kole of the Aged in Primitive 
Society Giew Haven: Yalo Univerelty Frogs, 1043), peo BO. | 

ZIbidos Po de  
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When they could no longer come, or becane senile, thoy 

were noglected and died alonoe"® xp general, the aged 

had G groaber opportundty to seoure food in those sselotios 

where group shaving of food was tha practies, and fowor 

opportunities where each individual fended for himself? 

The moma complicated society becaua, the harder was tho 

Loi of the agzede 

With the development of the techniques and cone 
pioxltles of maintenanes, somiunal food sharing 
With the aged, on with anyone, seems to have 
Geclined as an essential part of the sultural 
complex in peindtive socletLles.” 

Aa @ voault the old man or wouan was lefs to his own 

Fesoursces to scours foot for himaglf, What avenues of 

help wors avallable to hi? 

fhe Fanliy 

Throughout human history, the family has been the 
safent haven for the a do Its tlea have been the 
moat intimate and longiasbing, and on thom the aged 

have rolled for greatest security. Where other aupe 
ports have opumbled and disappeared, the aged have 
Glung to ith and kin as thely last saviors; and 
the astute old man or woman bas act infraquently 
manipuinted such bonds to great personal advantagee 

indeed, uany ladividuale have boon able to Pind 
in family pelationships opporbunities for etfacte 

ONPCeRwe vein sae, 

Sibldey Po Biko 
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tive social participation well into senility, 
and even to exploit some rights which have cute 
lautec Life lisclf, for the last wiahss of aged 
parents have selden beon ignored by thelr offe 
sprknge® 

fnportanes to the Glan 

2. e @ &i important means of security for the aged 

when they have becoms ton feable to foyage for themaclres 

hea been achive association and. assistance in the interests 

and enterprises of others.’ Henee, many of the aged 

were active in the olen and comunity long after thein 

ability to Fowage for food hed waned. They served aa 

Milers and advisors, as midwives, as religious Leaders 

and wihteh doehors. 

Cortain Foods Reservad Yor the Aged 

Gertain foods, or parts of animals wera reserved for 

the aged. his wae generally she result of the ‘aged, play-- 

ing on tha supovstitious fears of the people, or instance, 

the tribes of Africa generally saved the ontraila and brains 

Of aniuals for the old mene® This seems Like a hardly 

edible dish to she refined taste of civilized moderns, bus 

  

Sih3de, po 17%e 

WE 46 Gf. Gowlry, Problems of A 
(nareaarey” Reo wiiisens and 2 tito Goa pa Ry, TOES) De 8Be 

Snide, Do Bde   
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these tvo parta of animals were cherishod hy the primitives. 

The aged, emphasizing the fact that In the entralis lay the 

euctlons, and the Drain, ths intelligence, persuaded their 

tribea2 nelghbora that such things could be onton only by 

mon, of experlenas, They most certalnly wore moss qualified 

&O overcome the Janimal spirita’ duclling in these swe 

dishese And thereby tho aged nob only were able to gain 

Food Lor themselves, hut choice food et thate dbher 

srLbos, mora sympathotle to the 4116 of the aged, folt 

that the anting of such food would transfer tke animal 

stranrth te the frail bodies of tho agede 

iLoeal Social Custona 

in addition te the abovoementioned local social sustons, 

among the Lappe and Esrimoes 1t was considered a Glagzace 

for the community to have paupers in thelr midst, Henern 

the aged poor wore provided Sor, Sten times better provided 

for than those who had meange? 

» © e nob infrequently and in widoly distributed 
avens of ¢ho world the aged, along with other 

dependants, have found sone vellable assurance 
of support through oustons of food and sharing, 
through social voquirenents of hospLtality, 

obligations imposed upon volatives, oustais 

Of communal vesponslbility, and in the most 

advanced socletiegeasuch as the Inca or Anteces 
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through organized. systems of old age assistancso2? 

No mattor whet means of socuclty wore opon to the egod 

in thele societies, one thing was true of all. of thex ab 

all times: “. o o tO *geb oaphtalt would have boon an apt 

ologan for old age securitye e ot ome thing mast be ene 

phasiseds Noe master how humane the soslety was in which 

ihe O14 man lived, his only real security lay in whet he 

Was, What he could do, and most important, what he hade 

Peluitive sodlety was not averse to getting rid of the 

aged who had bavene uselesse q 

ec 0 o Heglect and abandonment have played a lazge 
part in the elimination of aged and enfeebled psre 
sons. To move on and leave behind any pormanently 
holpiess and useless porsoa has boon the simplest 
and perhaps the most huwane meshed of dealing with 
inescapable necessitye 

Wing Yudiane left theim old behind them to be devoured by 

wild benstse"45 coptain primitive comunities used a simple 

and effective mathed of dieposing of their aged poor: 

oo e & Sowell is called and 1f the aged person 
has veached a certain stage of econonic usalosse 
ness, a fenst is held in his honor, ho bids his 
foiends farcwoll, and then he is knooked on the 

  

Wypides po Blo 
lzprde, po 49e 

2ipides Po BBTe 
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Jo Kaptine Kershaw, Has the Old Nan 
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"A certain Indien teibe mada the old men climb a tree, 

The yourg beaves shook the tree, and all the aged who fell 

were Glubbed te deoth, Those who vetained theiz grip to 

the tree branches vers given a respite until the next time. 015 

“Many telbos, capaciully wandering txibes, siuply 414 

away with the agod,. oO the aged committed suicide, "16 

_ fhe Soythian Hassagetac used to iclll thei» aged and eat 

thome ‘this waa alse trues of the ferva Del Fuego Indians 

dn Gharles Darwints daye The seme is true of the cast 

Agvicans. ‘The Fiji Ielundera, coven tedey, sonetbines bury 

their uged nnd decrepit alive. In Peraguay, among the 

primitives, the aged ara sealed alive in large clay potse 

tho priest of a coxvtain Jewish tribe in Abyssinia puts tho 

aged to death by slitting thelr throats, In a.coxtain 

South Anerteon ixibe, when a man ie ab the point of deeth, 

the nonrast yelative braaks his back with an axe_ Among 

Various Siberian tribes the old ara bound securely, hand 

and foat, and are bled to deathe ‘The Hottentots seni their 

aged in a hub with a small store cf provisions and leave 

  

itsnsoaere Katonkomp, "Now Developnonts in Handling 

Proplen: of tho Aged”, Thixty-fixth danual Gonvontion 

Agsociated Iuthoran chastetes (OST), 105.   
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1Gssmmonsy Ope Gites Pe 250 fhe 
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thems?” By und large the outlook for the aged in primitive 

soelety was bleak and pitiful. 

Among the Greels 

fn ancient Grease, old pooples » e were in general 
Locked upon ad uselesa and even hamful to these 
who were younger, 1d men wore hated by voya, 
Gespysed ang wouen, and dishonored by asarly 
fn ; nile 

She story ia told among the anelent Ureaks of an ald 

man who cane inte bho theater at Athens and was uasble to 

find © ashit until he came to a delegation of Spartans, who 

roso aS & man, to giva him a seat, Thereupon, tha Athenians 

applauded the sate Bubs it dia nob shame thoue!? ro quently, 

thers worn closa velations between wise old men and youths, 

but this frequently led to hanogexualityse Avilstotis said 

» o « She old through expselence wera foresc ta be. 
Goupgfal and guaplolouns they wore never nastiive 
ebout anything, tended to be uncherltable and sete 
fish, to be cowardly and alarmistic, and to live in 
momexy than by hopee Their self-coutpol was cue to 
the abstonent of desires and basause selfeinterést 
was thelr lesding passione 

Strangely enough, Athons provided disability insuraacae 

emer are 

  

comes 

17g, stanley Hall, Senescence The Last Halt of Life 
(Hew Yorks Be Appleton ind Gompaly, L0G), Ppe cuetvo 

18g, Ve Coudey, Problens of Aging (Baltimore: the 
Williams and Wilkins Gonpany, 1042), pe 856 Te 

Tait, ope Ghues Pe Sve 

“Qgowdey 5 Ope Biboy Be Bao 
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“Ohuroh {New York: Gharles Borioner's Sond, Lae) pe Ye 

1s 

o ¢ 6 GlioaG who Shrough bedily weakness op infimie 
ty wore unable to gain theip own livelihood, such 
ag Ghe Blind, the dance, and the oxipoled, recotved 
a dally subsidy of two oboli, This aubsidy was 
by lew vesteicied to thesa_ whose moans amounted 
$e less then three minoo.* 

The writings of Plato veflect an entirely difforent attie 

tyuge toward the egede Sub 1b must be namomberod that he 

Spoke only of the upper edugs of Athens, fhe lover class 

and the slaves wors oeneath his notico. In his Republic 

the character Sacrates meota his friend's aged father, 

  
Cephalus, ab his home. always anxious to learn fran others, 

Sosrates asia this aged gentleman what o14 age is likoe 

Cephalus answers, giving first the common complaint of ths 

aged, and then his own personal view: 

oo 9 L Gannot ent, I cannot drink; the ploasures 
of youth and Love.ave fled away: thero was a 
good time once, but now that is gone, and now 

iife Ls no longox life, Some complain of tho 
slights which are put upon them by rolations, 
and they will tell you sadly of how many ovils 
thely old age is tho oawsds o 0 0 #@ © eo 6 8 
fhe truth Ls, Sosrates, that these regrets, and 
also khe sompiainte about relations, are ta be 
abbelbuted $0 the sam@ causo, which is not o1G 
age, bub ments shayactars and tempers; for he 
wio $e of a enla and happy natura will hardly 
focl tho presaure of ago, but to hin who 1a of 

an. oupealte Aisposition youth and age are equally 

& bundene<4 

it is significant that in Plato's He wbolis, his Greek Ubopla, 

Seay 

  

Zlgevnayd thihorm, Gheletian Charity in the Anciont 

224, Jowotb, Tho Works of Plate (How York: Tudor 
Pablishiag Company, Hede)s tig He



  

14 

ne beggars art pownibted, fhe 412 and Infiee are peraitted 

Go die withous sssistanee, for they are of value to the 

state only so long as they have somthing to contribute to 

the statee*" this ta Platets solution to the old ags 

probleme 

Zt is surprising, in the light of the shove, to hoar 

Plato say: 

e a 0 G908 mon think that they are the falners by 
having aged paventis Living, to the ond of their 
nano es pe ey depart early, thoy are deapky 

aa) 

Geoek mytholegy reveais an interesting sidelight on 

the attitude cf the Geacka toward old age. Gsdipus called 

the wrath of the gods dow, upon his sons when they dige 

honored him and they were punkshede So siso Anyntor and 

fnaseus with thoir ehildrene“5 ‘these legends show the 

hign voxzard which Athenians had for thoir parents, and 

constiiuse 2 "Poweih eawandment" in Geadk sonlety.25 

AG Ancient Hone 

af isolated acta springing from natural olty 
shore was never any want. There was at all 
times a gift veady for tho beggar, and that 
even after the Lden that beggars and those in 
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GLabvess were under the spocial beguccslon oF 
the gods, had long lost ite forsee 

Rome’s was @ Givilization of.clubs. lany societies, 

clubs, and gulida weye formed. The maubers pald dues and 

recsived cortain bonefitse A guild is mentioned whieh paid 

pert of the cost of & masher!s funoral fran the guild 

funds 9*5 

fhe Homane were oven lass sympathsbic with the poor 

ang agen than the Athonianae 

'Canst thou by any moans condescend so far as 
bhai tha poor shall not appear to thea Loathe 
sore?! asks Guinctilians and in one of the 
playa: of Plentus we meet with the followings 
which is surely the expression of the genersi 
sentient: He deas the beggar but 2 bad sore 
vice who gives him meat and drinks for what hoe 
gives 4s iout, and the life of the poor in but 
prolonged te their own miserye2? 

Rome was doninated by two philosophical systems, 

Spleuresnisom and Stolclam, oF the letter Unlhorn says: 

*stoloiew, with its omphasis upon the individual instead 

of the state, waa the forerunner of Christianity, and 

peobably did mach to single heathen and Christian elements 

together in Gharlty.”°9 tnforbunately tco. mush of ftoicisa 

wae worda and nob enough desdse Go of the greatest Stoles 
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was Gicerce Uoncorulng old ages he says: 

eo o L follow nature, the bast of guides, as 
£ would a god, and am Loyal to hop Somiandse 
It is not likely, 12 sho has written tho roa 
of the play woli, sho has teen careless about 
the last adt ilke some idle poet. But after 
@li sono "ast! was inevitable, just ae to 
tha hoprdes of a tree and the fruits of the 
earth. there comes ia the £ $3 of tine a 
period of decay and faile% 

GLlauore menblona four voasens For unhappiness in old ages 

wlthdeawal, fron active employments enfeobling of the bedy3 

peivaticn fran nearly all. phyaleal pleasures3 and foar of 

deathe*= 26 28 quite apparent from the account of his 

life by various aushora thet he in these four reasons is 

Swoning, up the canaes of his owa unhappiness y for he weoce 

the De Senestuse at a very advanced ago, and was chafing 

because the young men no Longer respected him or praised | 

hc nange A little ef the hopoless and despairing can be 

Gebected tn the iines of his Panous essay o-™ 

in the Zarly and “edioval Ghurch 

Eaply Christlen charity was impuisive, Bealous, 

givon se all wen even as the gospel isnew no 

Limdtatdonse o o e There was no need of inate 

OMEN EEh eormy, 

  

SLorsore, Two Kesava on Qld Avo and Priondship, transe 

ated by Eo Se SEuokoaree Tionden; saemttian and Gompany, 
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tuslons,.for Christians received the travelor 
and Gayed fop the sick in thoiy cua hanase 
he poor were relieved through monthly cone 
brinutions op %steips? by members to the church 
shes ov Sapga? gapacially placed for the supe 
port ox interment of the destitute, for the 
orlnglag Bp of orphans, for the relioL of the 
agede e e“= 7 

Christian cherlty must have made quite an impression ou 

tke Romanse Thain love to all men, thoiy attitude tovard 

the poop end the destitute, the widows and the neady, was 

quite foreign to Heme, “Christian charity is selfedenying; 

heathen Libertas Ls.at bottom ae2f seeking, even although 

‘B16 porsoned selfishness bo linkted by the interssts of 

the cawionvenlthe o ce’ 8 we early church regularly had 

Gontrinutziens of ocd ab the Lord's Suppor in tho evaning . 

services, This food was Gisbributed among the poore Jure 

ing the morning worship eexvice special collecticna of 

money (stips) ware made for the poore® neacons wore 

appointed very early in the shureh's history to Look after 

the needy in the congrogatione*’ 4 problem.arose almost 

imacdlately: who woald care for the needs of the wanant? 

In that early age; Lt was unheard of for men to assiat 

women in omy ways Tho church discovered a happy solusions 

    

S4usenand ie H 1, "he Social Gubleok of the 
latheran Gnureh,® (ste Leute: Unpublished Bachelor's 
Thesta, Concordia seminary, 1923), Po Oe. 
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it hired the widows of the church to care for its womens 

‘In this way, tho widows were able to provide for thomsolves 

and at the sans tins render a services to their follaz 

Christion womene*S - 

4a yot institublons did not exist. There was 20 
nega of houses of hospitality, houses for fovelgue 
OFS, Orphunages, hosphtals, so long as every 
Ghristian house was an asylum Lor traveling 
brothers, aad every Christian «an and woman wag 
ready to peselve the Indigont.! 

4 yefiection of this atbituds is found in Johan's Third 

Bpistlo, urlug the finst three conturles of the church, 

the onphasis was upon shexing the wealthe ‘The rich should 

BOsseas na more than ths poore®? 

liguevor, this first burst of Shristian charity aid 

not laste “In the period fran S00se600 Ae. wlth the acecopte 

ance of Christianity wo find Ghristlen charity cooling and 

the social vision dimalnge"42 Glement of Rone bormtes sho 

aplistocpasic ladies of his day who dewdle with lap degs, 

male gossipers and deformed slaves. The poor widow is 

Worth more than a maltese puppy and a pious man than their 

“sanicntures of men"e"” Ag the church tasronsed in aunbers, 
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4b bogan to Losa contact with the individual, A hlore 

arohieal sysiiea began to develop anong the clergy. ‘The 

ideo began to spread that alasgiviug was 4 work moriting 

forgivencss, Works of charlty werd done mors and mora 

from this motive than fron true Christian lovest® secular 

conditions also influonced the charitable work of the early 

Ghpistians, As the Homan Eapire decayed the tax burden 

became hoavier and heavlore The people became poorer, and 

the dista at needy in tho church increased, To meet tha 

problem, the shurch togan erecting Institutions, hoaplials 

and monasterLes, to hecase "the central pointe of a charity, 

resolving iiself into wholesale almagivingo"44 Individuel 

sonprogatlona wore tremendous, The shurch at antioch was 

composed of ton thousand gouls.*5 Te ts remarkable thet 

the church has to the present day, continued the instie 

tutional idea of charltye 

By the tine thes dustinian began to rule at Homa, 

there were: dendoghta (houses for strangers), Hopogomia 

(nouges for the sick), Cherotrophia (housea for widows), 

Orphanstropnia (orphanages), brephotrophia (houses for the 

rearing of 2ittle children), and Gorontosouda (hones Lor 

4Sxpide, pe 210 fie 

“Crm ade, Bo 2450 of e fmagii, Gpe Bios De Le 

Sr nide, Pe 250 Tis 
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the aged}. Navses founded a Home for the Aged at Gonstantle 

nopies, Host of thease “hoapLials® carad for all types of 

neady, Widews, the aleck, childwen, and the aged all being 

oared for in the sams "hosp2ta1".45 

As the church grew ous of ite infansy, ite works of 

ghariiy weve loss and less Individual acts, and more and 

more lnstinutdonal. and Lt must ba romembered, that when 

theplty Loses the personal, touch, when 16 becoues oe jective, 

it begins to deependo, and love decayse A few quotations 

‘aketeh hhe devoline of individual charity end the rian of 

LnstitutLonaliam: 

By the Fifth century tho church was the grentost 
Landowner 4 the auplre, Corruption was bouad 
%o follows® 

The poor yore not caved for individually, bub ~ 
the bishop distributed lexngesss out of the 
profits of the chueeh's possessions, after tha 
manor of the Old Roaan Euparora,’S 

Deacons no Longer gave rollef to the poor, but 
agaissed the pasters in the aervices,4? 

A&G the ond of the third century a fomale diaconate had 

arisen in tho Kastern Church. to care for tho neads of the 

wouen, fhis was a formeligation of tho Wowk of widows who 

in orevious centuries had bapbized, taughs the wanon, and 
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ainiatered to tholy needa, in retuzn for whieh they ree 

selved chureh support .49 

The attomlanta’ at tho "hospitals" formad a sookety of 

hoapitalcrs, who Guving the MLdale Agas cerried on relief 

work In, bat Independent of the chusshts suparvision.®2 

the Nagnasteriga also began to separate fran the church's 

suporvisaion and among other things carried on relief vorlr.5@ 

Befove very long, the Rowan Napive fell, the church 

betane & Risvaychy with temporn2 and apixliual powens, 

and chantby moved cut of the church, out of tha hands of 

tha individual into the Institublon. 

With the ayplival of tho Mid@le Ages (600-1500) 
tha plistuee of charliy im the church geaw inta 
ene of inabitubLonniiams e « « Individuals stili 
gave to chavlby, but the ehursh stood betwesa the 
fiver and the vooiplont 9 

Dawing the Mid@le ages the chureh's charitable work 

Was ¢omrded og by the monks and the hosapltalerse fhe indie 

Vidual member of the payilah, oxeeps for ocouslonal handouts 

50 beggars, did nothing charitable excep to contribute to 

the solicitations of the monasteries, ‘The chavity of the 

iustitubions was phenomonale They welecned all the needy 

and previded thom.with necessities. 
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Henevolence te the needy was an carly church 
peineipies In the liiddte AGOSy the yolZef work 
Of the church was ozemplary. ‘She monasteries 
ware sonters from which charlty radiated. The 
monks minlatered to the sick, protected tho poor, 
Brovided shelter for the weary traveler ant came 
to the pascve of the oaptive.0¢ 

the Hiddle Age charity may bo awanarised in the follomiag 

woriss Noe parled did so much for the poor as tho Middle 

Ages, All velief work vas on an instltubdienal basise The 

ehuvek was the moana for all Ghristian charity, and in rae 

tuen for'ité she gave forgivenoose Ghaplty was no Longer 

done Lop the Love of Shrlst, but te obtain release fron 

Tiwgatarys, Distress was not mastered. Christianity was 

ainost tobally bankeups 35 

fn the Koderm Ghurch 

Ghe Heformaabion did aos affect the system of charity 

in whe church, bub 26 changed the motive back to that of 

the early church, Naturally, tuther's ompheasis on the unte 

Vorseal petesthood contered the attention of tho chuych on 

the individual. ‘This cowld nob fall te affect also the 

shupohts abtisude toward Lts needy. inther himself felt 

thet the ideal congregation would have a pastor and & stat? 
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of doesons to carry out the needs of tho peoples)? tie 

weil ponlized tho intrinsic weakness of “organised charity". 

Thovelora ho sought to bring charity back to the home on~ 

grogeticn on an lndividual basics 

Vory litte information le avaliable for tho poate 

Reformation poricd. In fact, shis gap porsisths up to tho 

present contury. This way ind&eate oither the abaance of 

intergst in care for the agod, op the Lack of a problome 

Probably the former, Cag Of the vosults of the Hoformntlon 

4a the field of charity was the recognition of tho govor= 

nent's responalbilisy to the aged needye “hoe abolition of 

monasteries in the antlepapal Landa Left thousanida of needy 

without any moans of aupporte Whe chuvch in thoas lands 

was 600 involved in doctrinal controversies and roligious 

Wars to bo able to consider tho provleie Whorefara iti foil 

to tho state, Henea, state ald is, rosarkably, a modern 

development. A typical exemple of the Cevelapmont of state 

aid for the poor and eged is found in the history of Inglande 

Shortly after the abolishment of the monasteries by Henry 

the Eighth, Parldanent enacted a Poor Law (1565). ‘This daw 

distingwiahed between these not able to work, who vero to 

bo provided for by abate Pundss and those whe were able to 

wogi, who ware to be provided with work by the states Ghis 
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daw was not capried oub very effectively.s The Act of 1597, 

at the time of Hligaboth, provided that hospiteis and workr 

hones were to be erected, None wera built, howevers ‘The 

poor, With moa opportunity to work, coatilnued to be a prde 

blen. In 1687, the clty of Bristol erected a work house, 

with guch good resulta that other oLt%ea som followed 

Galte in 1785, another Pooxs Lew was passed to provide for 

the aguployment of tho poore Those who refused to work 

would be deprived of ralZofe53 1% 19 interosting to obe 

Senve that the abate followed tha insbitubional mothod. of 

providing scharltye ‘Shia is cortainly understandable. Hass 

aid is the caly possible way for goverament to cara for Lip 

indiconte Ib mugs not bo thought that government Imeediately 

Stepped inte the beeach wher the needy wera- stranded after 

the abaliltion of the monastoriage Littic conatyuctive wonlr 

Was doho by either state or churgh until the Industrial 

Hovolution with ite astendant reform oppoaltion brought 

about rovision of the penal, the insane and the charitable 

institutions during the sarly uiueteonth contury. This ree 

form movements ocentinues to the present daye 

®he Victowlan ags approach to life was acarcely rosie 

istice ‘this is also bruo of the attitude toward the agede 

fhe general feoling of people during that time, aa refiescted 

cemeen 
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ia their contemporary Literature is ss follows: ‘The ased 

Should not be consured. Ib is recogniaed that they may at 

timas ba Girfieals to got along withe A daughter muat 

snerifics hor mizrdags hopes to care for hor aged parontse 

Only whoa thoy have dled can she think of marrlagoe (there 

aro many such daughters, still single, in our Old Yolka? 

Homes todaye) ‘the widow must remain "genteel", Shs dare 

mot work uniess 1t be church worke Sho may imit, take cars 

of the alck, obese, bo support herseif.59 me Victorian 

approach to the problem which the aged prosont is vory 

idealized and voananbice ib does not approach the roal proe 

bleme Old ace is a golden and peawbiful thinge Thoy do 

nob soe the ead and evil sidee a 

About the middle of the nineteenth century the church, 

begen to face the problem of old agoe It solved its proe 

blem by erecting Old Folkea' Homes, as. the state dide 

In 1950, the White House Conference on Social Worlr 

abated: 

Until. this last decade the supsrannuated wore 

lo?s to thely own resources or wore supported 

in the public almshouses and tho privately 
eudewed homes for the aged. The belief that 

the proportion of old rene acpedersted epecd 
and mechanivetion of industrial processes had 

reduced the opporsunities of eaployment of man 

and women above the age of 45 gave an impotus 

59,,. Mexia Child Looking Qowerd the Sunset (ie tons 
TMolmow tad Flelds, 186 mais i.  
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to the passage of many state old onsLon 
iewss60" es a oa 

“Germany originated the Ldea of seaial security for 

the aged undex the leadership of biamarek and established 

the first old age insurance in bietory iu 1s99_"62 gig 

was a “part of the fiatlonal Inguranga Plan, which was ine 

sbiguteds o « aS & prophydactic against tho gosial moveeo 

mente"SE oghop European countries soon followed suite As 

Gerly as 2850 Branco had introduced voluntary insurance 

in 1591 Renmearit oxbarked upon a project of outdoor Bollef. 

in A898 Italy aise started a progran of voluntary insurance. 

Beigiun created a poneion plan ln 19006 Austria offered 4 

state Insurance plan in 1905, and while Sritain in 1908 was 

Setting up a pension plan, one of her Dominions, Ganada, 

was inditiebinc an ambitious annuity programe®® alaska 

passed the first old age ponsion plan in 1816, Sy 1923 

ain states aloo had euch plaus, From 1928 to 1962 elevon 

more passed such Laws,e5* 

  

SGiosens Social Exende (New York: UeGrawellili bool 
Ganpany, Ite, L000) De 280 

Shi, Be Wind, “Froblems of Dopendency in Old Ago", 
Phivtyeourth Anaval, Gonyontion Assooiated Lutheran 
Ghariules (auch), po Tite 

Sfgonn fd, Androws and Hudelph K. Nichols, Eoonasle 

Problems of wedern Socloby (New York: fhe Ronald Press 

GbGe6 Vompany, Tvsi}, pe 

GSunti, gpe Glos PPe Liieie 

Sfnogont Sooial Prana, Ope Gites Do O40e  



a7 

By LOs7, practically a1 states had praned old 
age version laws, moss of whieh were passed ox 
amended after the enacbront es the Federal 
Social Security Act of 1925. 

Study particularly directed to the naeds and probleme 

of the aged isa of very recent date. In 1610 the tern gerie 

gtvios was colnued by Ignabs leo Nascher, who also wrote 

the fest textbook in the field in 1924. Nob untd2 1940 

aid tha Unltod States Publle Health Service create a unit 

on goronbology 58 

Duping Wordd War IT, whan the need for manpower 
besane urgent, thousands of oldoz poaple were anlled | 
back inte the Industrial, service, and agricultural 
acounntions fpon which they had been lately excluded. 
thely rweaponse and thelr productivity were auacinge 
Without removal of older pseple from the shoei? on 
whieh they had basn placed, sven the war wight have 
lasted Longer.67 

fhe present day presents many problems in the Pleld 

of old agee fhoey will be discussed in a later chapters 

At the present time both ehurch and state are beginning to 

ayaken to thee It appears evident that old age is on the 

wise in poreentage of population both hors and abroad, and 

Will continue to rise for at least thirty more yoarse 

oo e present society in Hurops and the United 

States is new approaching a stabilized, even 
possibly a doolleing, botel population with & 

SSpnayowa and wichels, ope Cibe, Pe Save 

GSp Be } J naar edaplosaf, Older 
and the Spans Faves ane °A ne at ot onesary? Prossy iggpte 

Po elo 
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davges older population, poth absolutoly and 
roiabively, than any other countsy in the 
vordd has over known beforee In the United 
Stabea with deorsase of birtherate and tho 
LinltatLlons of tumisvation (whieh has been 
mainly of the young and vigorous? we now heave 
an unprotedanted situatlone Over oncethird of 
the total papalation will soon be over fifty 
yenrs of agee In 198G the number of persons 
over Sixbyefive will be more than dcuble thas 
today 9.68 

How the United States, 1ts Governments, and ita 

churches, will aolve that problem belongs to the futures 

ORR aI Oe Pte yned: ROTA. Bee RT 

SBaqudry , Oo Gite, Be XKVILo 

  
 



GHAPTER IIL 

OLD AGE AND THE BIBLE 

It is true that among the ancient Israelites 
there is no organized actual system of charity 
or poor relief. Yet even before the writing of 
tho ten Gommandments sic God's people worse 
fully aware of thelr. social responsibilities.! 

it is trne that the Old Testament contains no codified set 

or iaws dealing with the aged Hebrews. And yet that spirit 

which iz the outgrowth of the Fourth Comiandmont, and that 

attitudes of optinisn toward. and desire for old age is cleare | 

ly revealed in the booke 

The Philology or Old Age 

fhe Old Testament writers, referring to old age, use 

the tern: TR¥ which meane old, old man, elder, the head   of the slaves, senior, It inplies power by virtue of 

seniority. Tho term 1s used with reference to the leaders 

Of a town, Gegey the tow council, It is also used to 

mean the "oldest" child of a family. ‘This use of tho tern 

has also baen carried over to the English language. In the ] 

Old Testament age and respect seem to be synonymouse Old 
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age evinces respsot from the youngore@ 

fhe term most commonly used in the New Testament is 

Mesefvreces e As a noun it means elder or forefather. As 

an adjective it means; advanced in age, oz senior, Among 

the posteexilic Jows this some was used to refer to tho 

Sanhedrin. Among the Christians the term is used as the 

title of those who presided over the congregations.» I+ is 

used in the book of Revelation to refer to the heavenly 

Sanhedrin of 24 members at the throne of Gode* Undoubtedly 

the Now Testament concepts is derived from the Old Testament. 

Tho term 7esefvens , and the feminine form mesepuces : 

& rolated word, 1s used In Philemon 9, many think, as a sube 

stitute for the word "ambassador".5 and the term Messfuce 

meaning age, dignity, right of the first-born, is also used 

with reference to the aged. The elders of the church in 

apostolic times are always spoken of as possessing dignity,   and ape exhorted tobe dignified.® They hold offices of 
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leadership and also sexvo aa advisorse? Undoubtedly the 

tera “elder" and ius office dn the moderna church are derived 

fron the carly Ghrisbian churake 

the torn yfeuv Appears ones da the Now Testauent, in 

dohn, chapter threoe, verse four, where iicodems says, "How 

oan a man be born when he ia old?” The related nom, 

yeeovsrs. » Secures only in the Book of Acts, chapter five, 

verso twentyeonee ‘The Sankedvin is veforred to as “and all 

tho gowncil of eldere of tho children of Tspnol".° the torn 

geear is somon in Glasaical Greeite Tt has a souewhat Gone 

teaptible flavor, due, ao doubt to the Greek attitude toward 

Old B2eG6 

Gia Testament Examples of Old age 

osea 48 described at the time of his death with tho 

words: "lids eyo was not dim, nop his natural force abatede" 

Joshua led the Ghildven of Israol into battle after thelr 

forty yoars of wandering in tho wildernesse hia doas not 

seem surprising until dt ia diseovered that he was olghtye 

five at tho simof na lived to be ono hundred and Gene 

Jono iZved to be one hundred and forty. His old ages is 

_one of the blessings listed by she author, which ageraed to 
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him ater hie test—l0 

The fatth chapter of Genesis might well be called 

"She Chapber of Ola Age". The list of the patriarchs and 

their phenomenal ages appear in chat chapter. <duistanding 

anong thom le Hethuselah with his alae hundred and sixt7. 

nine yearses* 

Ths cutbstanding example in the New Teatauent is Anaa 

the Propheteas, of whom it is stated that “she was of 4 

grant ago" te 

it must not be thought that the writers of the Old 

Fostanent glossed over tho abvtendant wealmesses and infirnis 

ties of old agee In particular throe characteristics are 

monbioned: feeblaness,“" gray haiz,44 and ddeness of 

Violoneti 

Revorence for Old Age 

Pho Koupth Commandment serves as the basle for tho 

roverence for paronts, end moro broadly, for all elders, 
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partioulariy tha agods otica that the promise attached to 

this cormandment is a long Mtes!® proverbs 22122 revises 

this commandaons and applies it to aged parents, “Hearken 

unto thy fathor that begat thee, and despise not thy mothar 

when she is old." Note that the father's advise ia to be 

heeded aven though he bo an Old wane 

Theres is an interesting touch of human interest in the 

booir of debe Three friends soma to Job to confors him in 

his affiiction, Tha Last of these to speak is Elihu, she 

Gusibes, He fears to ayeal: before the two Iriends because 

they are old and he ts younge-? Wis natural roversnss for 

theie sage advices prevents him from disagreeing with their 

Opinions and presenting his ove : 

Levitieus states’ as a general oamandmnent that the 

Childven of ZTevacl should honor the aged. ‘They should arise 

4n thoim presence and honop thene24 gne emphasis is upon 

shoving exprossions. of honore 

Poul advises Timothy as a young pagter to show respect 

for the older people in his congregation. When an elder 

eres in his duty he la not to be “rebuked,” bub Yentroatod” o 

He should tveat the elder women as he wold his mothers 
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Yao Okd Testament also records throe oscurrences of 

GQiarespest Sox the aged. In the name of the Lord Elisha 

punishes the childron of Uethel for their dlarospsch, by 

calling bears cub of the wood to kLLL theme”? Job came 

plains in the midst of hile affliction of tho mockery of tha 

children of the ravblee™+ Jeromieh complaing in his 

iamontations that “the faces of the elders were not honored” 

by the Assyrians when thoy swept through the land,@@ 

Old Aga, 4 Bomporal Blessing of God 

thie is & Gomon provise of God, tC bless the faithful, 

of liig children with long lifee “Ye shall walle in ail the 

ways which the Lord your God hath comaanded youy o o e that 

ye may prolong your days in the land whieh ye shall pogse 

ess—e"S5 wo Solomon God sald, “e o © If thou wilt walk in 

uy ways, oe o e thon I will lengthen shy dayse"@S Gog guys 

Goncerning the godly man, "With Long life will I sabisfly 

hime"25 Goncorning this passago the Pulpit Goumentary saya, 
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“tength of daye is always viewod in the Old Testament as a 

blessing, and s epocial reward for obedienogs"@5 ong Panta 

sbends 23 & sontrast to this idea. tb is the Psalm of 

Keses, waich spooks of the fusility of long Lite purely for 

the sake of Loug life. “Whe days of ouy yours are three 

so070 and ten, aud if by reason of strength they be four 

acora yoars, yot is theiy strongth labor and sorrow, for 1% 

ig soon cub -off, ond wo fly away et? Yorhaps the most Fame 

liar of passages speaking of the bDlesalng of gedly o3d age 

is that weitten by Isaiah, “And even to your old age I an 

he; and even bo hear hairs will I carry you. 

Old Age Plesured as Gocd 

Meuy passages attach the adjective "good" to old age, 

or Lndicate prosperity by the exLotencs of old poopie in the 

commmity. Genesia 15:15 states, "» o e thou shalt be 

buried in a good old agee" It is said of David that “he 

died in a good old age."@9 go Job Mliphas seid, “Thou 

shalt coug to thy grave in a full age, like as a shock of 
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Gorm cometh Jn his season."©0 Concerning this passage a 

commentator ssys, “Lhe Jews wore no posulmlstae They were 

far fpom the alekiy Buddhist dream of Uirvana, With thom 

life was sweet, and long life a blessinge ag not this a 

true and health conception? ts e there is a great blessing 

in his sparing a life for full, ripo frultebearinge*52 

Solomon says, “fhe hoary head is a crown of glory, if 1 be 

found in tho way of righteousnesae "4%, ‘and again, ". « 

the beauty cf old men is the grey head."d5 

iy times cf stipass and warfare the aged are the first 

te suffer and the first to die. To the Jewish mind the 

Plesure of a peaeefal clty was thet where poople grow to 

old age, and where the aged could be seen walking the stracta. 

Isetah uses che former ploture in his sixty-fifth chapter 

to descrive the Hew Yestanont kingdom «4 Zechariah writes, 

Sdoncribing the rebirth of the city of Jerusalem after the 

exiles 

0 «0 » shave shall yot old men and old women dweli 

in the streeta of Jerusalem, and_every man with his 

staff in his hand for very age 
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This plotuce becomes vexy vivid when it 1e vemembered that 

tha old poonle who were left 1a the lend had perished by 

the time the exiles t6 whem Zechariah write had returned. 

Those who had srown old in captivity wore too weal: to make 

the return journey. ven though they would have come, they 

would nave heen & burden, rather than a help in rebuliding 

the edty and tanple.s 

Wiescellanaous 

"“namomhor now thy Greator in the days of thy youth, 

while the ovil deys come not, nor the years draw nigh, when 

thou shalt say, Z have no pleasure in theme"S with these 

words Solenon begins one of the most sublime and pleturasqua 

doserintions oP old aga and its infaralties the world has 

ever Income It 4 stisenge that the passage remains almost 

unimown in the prosant daye An oxposition of this passage 

will be found in the appgendixe 

In Psalm 72 the aged ing Pavid brings his fears to 

God about old age and seeks His aide? zhia picture of fear 

in old age occurs very soldom in the Bibles 

Lt may be noted that while the ola Testament abounds in 

references to age and ite problems, the New Tostaxont has 

very ov. Thin fact may bo accomted for by the following 
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PORSOMAS 

de ‘ho Old Testament covers an historical period 
of 5,006 years, while the New Testament covers 
tess than «a hundvode 

%q ‘the Old Testament covers & apan of 1,006 yoars 
of writing, tho Now Zastament about 66. 

Se tho Now Tostamont speaks of tha history of 
& young church, 21d poople do not play a pronle 
nent part, noe constitute a great probleme 

4, ‘The writings of tho ovangellats and apestias 
vere usinky concemed with the mossags of anlyéte 
tion, Their books and Lottera were not intended 
to be manuals of social worke 
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CHARAGZHEZELICS OF OLD AGE 

tt must be vemombored that no ono can completely doe 

scribe people of any ago groupe It 1s Impossible to doe 

seribe an individual's characteriabics, how much moro 30 

those of a largo group of people § This chapter attempts to 

sketch In broad outline those characteristies which ers a 

pocullar pers of old ago. Some of them may be broad enough 

to apply to all. of the age@e Ochors apply to a very foie 

Age, perhaps, of all times of life, shows tho groatest 

individuality af porsons. 

Disadvantages of Ola Age 

In evoyy act, oimple or complexe e oe function 
nocossarlly decones less successful with ade 
vanoing agg. in spite of favorable conditions 
of health, food, luterests or experLonce, age 
deoranont uloiaataly becomes inescapable in 
achievement and porformance of every huuan 
Ikindet 

fhis is a general truth of old agee ‘Tho old man is no 

longer es capable of activity 4s formerly, le thinks slowe 

©8, moves slayer, and tires faster than he did as a youthe 

This Gcos not necessarily imply that he cannot maintain the 

pace of poopie younger than himself. Sond outstanding 
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individuals in history have been able to malntaln great 

activity to & Very advanced age, However, their pace bee 

Gano Glover end alovyor as thoy grew oldere 6 is ono of 

the disatvantasos of old age, thet the physical apparatue 

of the body besins to detoriorates 

Young people frequently become Impatient with old 

people. Old people do not agrees with the younse They will 

nolther obey bhom noy heed tholr advice, In fact, 1% vory 

frequontiy heysane that a wollemoant offer of assistance 4s 

vejeoted by sn aged man o7 woman, and vajested with not too 

MUCH EPAGGe 

Where 1a in these old people the spirdt of freco 
dome e e & apirhi thot chafes at rostraint. This, 
which many of us Gall wllifulness, is a charace 
toristic trait of most .cld poople, o e « It is 
quite difflealt to rossen with such peoples pore 
suszoion is of Little avail. To them the youngor 
generation 1s st41i a genoratlon of infants.* 

Most men who have sarned their livelihood by mental 

activity, as contrasted with those who did manual labors. 

are able vasily to grow old grasefullye This is not true 

of the very muscular typo of Llaborore 

Men who have prided themselves solely upon their 
ability to work, or thelr endurance, cr their 

physical stvongth, may Pind aging a throat to 

theilp esteen, Sickness im such mon may produce 

more than the usual amount of anxiotye 
uocessity for older men to give up certain 

astvontous athletic pursuits in which they once 

found great sablafection may be & sevare source 
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of frustration « . . Hen to whom sexual activie 
ty has been, among other things, a source of 
boletering their self-ostoem may find life grow- 
ang Saat aoa Tan gees with the waning of 

Older people are not able to work as fast as the younge 

As they grow older, their activity becomes progressively 

slowser. This slowness of activity should not be totally 

credited to physical deterioration. This present century .. 

has been a time of groater and greater activity. They who 

are Old today were born in a.time of less speed than today. 

Thoir reactions are today naturally slover, due to force of 

hebit and previous enviroment. Toa certain extent, the 

aged person cf today is physically disorlentated.4 

The most evident of the disedvantages of old age are 

the infirmities. Loss of eyesight, loss of hearing, of 

teeth, all are commonly associated with old age. Hany aged 

aro afflicted with arthritis and rheumatism. These and other 

physical disabilities contribute to the disadvantages of 

Old age. Voxing a3 they muy be, most old ps0ple take them 

in their stride, even joking about them. “In early lifo 

ther people's legs get in our ways; in later years we fall 
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over our own."5, says Charles Courtenay. And he voices a 

common concern of old people, “When my legs began to 

trouble me I felt thankful thet old age attacked mo there; 

and not at the other end of me, my understandings, rather 

than my understanding."6 

Tne Old Age Counseling Service of San Francisco made 2 

discovery about the retired aged who applied at their agency. 

e e e independent or dependent, ali these old peaple 
lead unhappy livese The source of this unhappiness 
is inability to do anything, oreate anything, or 
participate in any activity, that 1s worth while 
from the individual or the social point of vice 
Sustained idleness and the sense of uselessness 
create hopeless despaire? 

This point may be talen into consideration, not only by / 

church, in planning activities within the congregation, but 

also by the church organisation on the synodical or denomle 

national level in planning care for the aged. 

Old age does not do away with selfishnoase Fhe old 

grandmother ‘or grandfather is gonerally pictured as kindly 

and unselfish, but in a group of other old people, that 

samo old grandparent ‘acts in a selfish fashion just as does 

his grandchild. In an institutional atmosphere this trait 

is heightenede 

  

Stpide 
lors 

%alien J. Martin, A.Handbook for Old Age Gomser 
(San vranoisco: Geerts Printing Soe, 1044)5 De 

  
   



Per 

43 

© o «o 8G Old pecplo want attention end attention 
above thoir fellowse They want to bs considered 
tgqnebody*. They resent the least slight, strive 
Lor acloutive recognitions want to pecone known 
because of seme characteristic, op sane incident 
in past life that seta them apart from otherse® 

Pity tho pastor who overlooks one of his agad parishioners 

fn his afteresorvica morning greetings, or forgets a nance 

Or worse still, woo to tho paasor who vinlés one of his 

parishioners aij the church's Old Folks lieng, and does not 

visit otheva who ave also diving there. That aged man or 

women will never forget that imagined alight. 

OL4 neople?s sosdal groups ara marked by cartain 

Gharacioviatics peculiar ta their type, qast a5 young 

people's groups, Ladies Alds and Men's Clubs have thoir own 

Characteristics. Among them are: le slover tempo, Ze dye 

liberatlon, Se the meticulous setting forth of resolutions 

and motions, 4— a greatur degree of eccentricity and indie 

viduality, 5. less inhibition of expressioa, Ge garrulouse 

noes, and Ye a graater responsiveness in expressing Love 

and gratibudee? This.is also true of tha activity of older 

mon in the votora assembly of the chuvche 
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Advantages of Old age 

Although deterLoration of the physical ia an integral 

Of geowlng- old, 16 is nob a totally ovil procssae 

in comtain Punctions decrament is not wholly une 
desizables Thus decrease in sensitivity to pain 
in late adult life is without coubt a definite 
assete Perhaps of soclal as well as personal 
agaptive value is the waning of the sex drive as 
the pressure of esonomie responsibility conafilcés 
with the procreative urgee And of sodial morit 
is probably the decrement in: individual embition 
foe personal achLevenent which permits or evan 
ensourages a rise ln effectivenses of the next 
Goterahl one 

Old ape ile always associated with whedon, and nightly 

there are those enong the aged who ara foolish, bus by 

and Lerge, the aged ere gageaciause 

mors 

  

The sasumelation of infomation and the exercise 
of the intellectual funchlona, together with the 
gontbrolled ongeniaabion of emoblonal attitudes, 
make possible the development of hunan wisdote 
This is the characteriatic prerogative and cone 
tribution of wall preserved ageett 

Interesta change with agoe The older porson boeones 

reflective, and lesa materialistic. avis saya: 

Age x bring a maturing sense of ploasure in 

oman neta tiane ond inerease aeathetic appreéeciae 

tionse « e “hore may be an inoreasing serenity 

aud beauty of personality which attracts old. and. 

FOUNZe « « co ec e life may take on a greater 

poacofalneass e « « Sven retirement may bring 

with 4% a yeloage from the necessity of mooting 

Loc oudny 5 Qpe Given Pe 7Sle 
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Gendlines aud living by the elocke (ue may 
then set his own pace, and may work at the 
things he really likgys to dos Polne and 
self assurance may grow out of the knowledge 
of whet onc has done and can dO « o « Wheres 
may bo botter di gee 9 kooner insight, and 
& wider porspadtives 

fhe aged woman and man are ne longer interastad in 

physical activities, exploring, edventure, sbronucus ausco 

delving oy travel by aleplane, They bacons nore inter= 

ented in their hone, in art and music, charities and polie 

ties. Strangely onough, many ol@ neople cet their advente 

uses vicariously, in detective storLeretS 

Oe nsople are notorLously conservative. Most old 

beople belonme to the Republican Party, although the Demoae 

sratioa Party has been winning many of then by itis "falp 

deni.” poliey and soolal worl acbivitye Young neople feol 

Postricted by the conzorvetism of their olders, but that 

consaryatiom in offset by an inerensed tolerance on the 

port of the ageds "In the nomml process of aging there 

appeaps to come a widening of normal horigona and @ broade 

ening of viewnoint "14 

Tatil rasontiy 1¢ wae almost univeranlly held 
that eldex pocple lived in something like a 
state of augpended animation, ow a yuanber of 

of us realize that from bleth on, our existence 

Weaseiarirs ete, 
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4s 4 tension whlch relaxes, nob for sleep op 
foe age but only for death. Kvery age porlod 
has 1ts ow stresses and strains, its oga ine 
ternad and external adjustments to make o .« o 
senescenes, despite its sieal and even social 
pessivity, has its Gynamie quality, ite cone 
fiLetual, striving ¢lenonts, Clinical psyo 
Ghintry shows thai enosLonal rigidity 4a a 
Lanctlon of pepsonalilty, not of agoe 

Did people ave very able to cara for thonselves in 

most instances. While they may nob live on as grand a 

goalie as younger poople, they manage to live satisfactorily. 

"91d people dou's like to be managed se long as they san 

take cere of themselves."16 Gourtonay says, "so o wo old 

people hneve no wish to be fussed ever, or made much of, or 

treated royaliys we profer to be one of the obherseejust 4 

wolsone guest oLF ‘ 

Pears of Old Age 

Peychologists and payohtavriats have Gissovered that 

fears which developed in youth, but wore submerged in mide 

dle age, have a habit of cropplug up in old age againgt8 

Some of she complexes which erop up in oid age aro: misere 

Minoss, vabionaligzation, and nervousnesse”9 
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Ola people Live in the shadow of daath. Gne of the 

greatest questions in the field of the fears of old ago, a 

quostion, perhaps put te old people mors than any othor is 

this: Do old people fear death? One authority states: 

Thera have beon very few studies or reports on the 
Your of death In old age, bub whatever we hava ine 
Beates thas any auch dread is not sharacteriatic 
Gof nuemal old peoples «¢ 6 e whet most old poople 
poally dread is not death, but great paln and the 
possioliLsy of being disabled, especially being 
helplessly bedridden for a long time,20 

Probably the greatest fear of old poopie, especially 

Of the more intellectually gifted, 1s the Sear of mental 

decadence. ne author states, "I have marked this fear of 

senility partieularly in old people who ara above the 

average In education and inselligonede 2 cant’s romomber 

Hamese!’ %F!m getting so I forget everythinge’ ‘I hope Z 

shall uever lose my minde! These are rather comzon oxprese 

oionss and often the manner of the saylng conveys the idoa 

that the speakers aro a bit wormiede"@l courtenay cites 

tho following four fears of old age: poverty, Goath, pore 

seeution, and senilitye”= 
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antasies and Hesentrlolties in Old Age. 

Medleal and biological scloncos, and especially 
their mora materZalistie genoralizeps, have fron 
one side of the field of human observation racoge 
nised the grim Paat of recession in maturity: 
after the Vigorous positive groweh in youth comes, 
in the course of time, a gradual negative process 
of phyaically conditioned montal desaye 

One of tha charasteristics of mental desay is less of 

monorye as the brain shrinks, tha aged forget and their 

vorabulary shrinkse The montal process slows down.e. ‘The 

Gnotiona and feolings lessen, ani control over them is often 

Gininished. Thoip friends and acquaintences aro daady tinos 

have changed, and they are Loat, without the mental facule 

ties to veorient thewsolvese** However, leas of menory is 

nos necessarily a part of Old agée Dre Harbin says: 

indesd, Loss of memory is popularly polZeved to be 
& necessary accompaniment of growling clde Psycholee 
giseally considered this is false, far even in cases : 
of advenced senility op under pathological conditions, 
entire loas of momoxy 1s nob founds ven very old 

poople rowenber woll, hones thelr fcadness for vanie 
niacings, their garrutousness about the distant past, 
the Trader Horus that are found everywhere, especie 
BLiy among the idie olde 

Neny causes contribute to the egoeniricities and Fane 

tasica of many of the ageds 
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hea one withdvaws from life, or is Laoclated fron 
an acthive life, a natural voaction 1s to take 
refuge in fantasye Nuch of tho soetalled reninie 
seence is not alwayo of gratifying expariensas, 
for thera ave also memories of fallures and lose 
acs end mlatakea, Queer or peoulilar bohavior in 
Some oldex people should be understood ag ovidense 
oF the need for help in finding adequate selue 
tions to problems, and for guidance in achleving 
satisfying oxporiences within the Limitations of 
Later maturitye We should net, however, consider 
Qii behavior as queer which does not £16 into a 
nareow norma With older peaple sspaeciaily we 
should guard against regarding all deviatloas 
a3 nourobicest 

  

Kany people beoome neurotic as a result of Forced ree 

biromente®f When one of the parbuers of a marziaga dies, 

there is the groatest touptation for the surviving moaver 

$0 begin Living in the paste everlies on the happy mononte 

of the past can Piuslly lead to canplete montal disorieatae 

tione®8 sone poeple suffer mental loss, purely ag the ree 

sulé of poor mental work habits. The mind grows al ack 

through disuse and misusee"9 ip it is difficult for the 

Older individual to adjust himself to his changing onvirote 

mont, the sasiest solution is to livo in the paste the pee 

sult is: “the individual hag his body in the twonticth conte 
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wry, but bis mind in the nineteenth,”*? 

The seme causes may bring forth childishness in sone 

poople, Cao psychiatrist calls aged childishness “a mane 

malian veaponse to chronically beffling situations, **2 

Mavis offers the same solution: 

& shiidich olde» person is in reality a porsen who 
hus never geoun up, im the sense that he has novor 
Learned how te handle problem altuations construse 
tivelys Many such persons go through life masking 
thoie lmmataurity under a cloak of ecnventionality, 
until they meot a sltuntion which cannot be solved 
in & conventional wayea Or a Ghildish older person 
may heave ioarpned to handle hls problema in a fairly 
adequate manner, bub when frustzated over a porlod 
of time by the now probiens of later maturity zay 
fall back upon earlier patterns. Thus when ous 
becanes dependent through lilness oy poverty he is 
iikely tc call upon patterns Pound useful in bis 
former Gependent status as a dalid, such as sulke 
ing, making threats, bullying, scousing, or even 
having tantrums. 

When older poople veallze tholr loss of osapacitics, 

provided they have not deteriorated to such a degroe that 

they cun no longer fear, they begin to withdraw fran 

soulety. They stay ot howe, neglect church attendance, and 

refuso to take parts in sodial activitiese When forced ous 

from tho securliy of their home, thoy betray fear and ange 

utah dé 

sldeciend 
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fhe Health of Old Age 

The National Health Suevey of 1965 and 1956 revaais 

that in the age geoup of sixty-five to seventyefour, a Lite 

tle nore than five por cent aro invalidse in the group 

from savontbyefive to olghtyefouy, mora than seven par cent 

ape invalids, and In tha group over cighty-five more than 

10 per cont are invalids, 4 

With regerd to Longevity, pure muscle workers rarely 

live to an advanced age. Buby, on the whole, women, loan 

people, the married, and the relighous, live tho longest. 

ne osder of cause of death anong the agad is: cancer, 

heat Giseass, nervous troubles, and kidney complaints.“ 

Statistically speaking, oneenalf of cld people die of die 

gseases of the cireulatory systeme Onewolghth dic of die 

aeases of the vosplizatory systeme <neesighth dic of sancer 

in some other vavt of the bodye Eight and one-half por cant 

die of Glscases of the kidneys, Six und oneehalf per sent 

Ale of diseases of the digestive syotem other than cancere 

fen por sent die of diseases of other organ systoms ov 

traumatae Hove old paople dle in winter than in sumone 

And more din in éhe latter half of the night than during tle 
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first helf and the daylight nowrae 7 

Sone oid people aro guilty of ovexws sox actse Oldar 

poople are not devoid of sex interest. In fact, the Einsoy 

Report suggeats that sex interest and even sex capacliy 

may continue into the seventh and even the eighth desace of 
Her 

Lifes @ 

Effects of Sex Difference on Old Aga 

fcaGng wonen the biological factors which tend to 
enuse che graateat aifficulty are the change in 
oubward appaarande ana the loss of ferbilliye 
Form women who have used sexual atbractivenesa and 
physical baauty as moans of achleving daainatLlon 
Or security or aooial atatbus, Lustead of davelope 
lag real cham and akili in nuaan relations and 
a positive salfeevaluation for deeper qualities 
of worth, aglng a8 @ biological process 1s a 
special throut .=9 

_ One author was of tho opinion that men aro better able 

to adjust thenaglves to the alushouss atmosphere than wonene%? 

The experience of the author is the the exact, OpPosL toe 

"Hen have a pigher rate of suicide, accident, insanity 

and genius than vwomere-: lien expend more energy than vomsne 

Ib do omch move difficult for older mon to take frustration 

than for older women, Wonon retire from active Life more 
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successfully than mone Men age faster after roetLronent 

than women.e Ken are better able to ondure isoletion than 

women, in fact, seen to prefer lt as they grow older. *2 

The Unmarried of Old Age 

the averige aged porson who has not married is usually 

“opinionated”. He has lived for and by the little things 

of life, has never boen called upon to yleld, and, coade 

quently, holds tenuselousiy to his om ways and ideas. He 

is solfieh, aud the ponelty is social ostracisme4@ 

thse hermit type vary seldom flis inte an institutional 

Or soulal avmoapheres Ulz horizon is Limited, and he ls 

Very solfecontered, is discovers that the world dees nob 

revolve about him, snd ho 1a unable to adjust to his new 

envircnmente "fhey aro sathetia figures, unhappy wisfita®.*5 

very almshouse has its shave of ola maids, Every cone 

gevregation has its unclaimed treasurese Often they ave 

eccontvic, sonstines bliter. Frequantly the old maid subs 

stitutes the memory of hex father for the husband sho nover 

hade 

“hey build up a tender fabrie of devotion, a siino 
Ag te were, in whieh they place thelr memory of the 
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most wonderful virtues which they feel he should 
have pmaessed, and gradually fool that ho did 
possess. Tho pathetic part of ali this is that ‘ 
Bask worship 1s usually givon to a moat unwore 
thy person, 4 man whose life in many cases was 
spent in OxO9H NCS, whose existance was a ree 
proneh o e ee" 

the old maids of goolety, male and fouale, constitute 

& peeblem for the Ghurche Generally thoir approach to live 

is unvoalistic and impracticale Thoy goliest & mountain 

of worthless, cuteofedate clothing, furniture, and booircs.   
Some ronder a vory valuable service te the Ghurah. thera j 

ave a puvasitic drag, by whom no solution of thoir problens, 

however iiadly intontioned, 1s pleasantly rocoiveds 

—
—
 

the Attitude of the Aged Toward the Church 

"QLJer people do turn quite naturally to the churake 

Zt is usualy the most accessible agency tn tha communibye 

Frequently it %8 tho only agency of servico that is lmown 

Go many people. "45 llowaver, many old people, suffering fron 

poverty, will stay away fron church services because oF the 

shabbiness of thoie elothing and thelr Jeck of monoye®6 

Gontrazy to popular opinion, there aro probably as   many unchurched o24 people as young pooplos®? 

S21pid0, pe 20 fe 

45yaves and Codarleaf, ape Gitoy Be “le 
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Glider people fall ints temptation more. oasily than 

younger people, Charles Courtenay claims. Ho bases this on 

two points: Lo Their defenses are not so effactive, and 

ee 

20 Thoy have moro leisiue’ tince*® Ho i4sta the Collowing 

gins of cid paople: susplolon, discontent, shortetenper, 

prejudice, logalisn, Claim to infallibilliy, obstinacy, 

oubspokonness, untidineas, fussiness, cantankorousness, 

vanity, impatieacy, interference, and hopelessnasse*? 

_ ~Sourtenay, sonmmonting about unbalief® in old age states: 

“hore must always be aomething desolate about old age, in 

all Lis carly and late stages; but an old age without God 

ie fay more degolating. "SO | 

Many pastors note that a mumber of people who had fale \” 

len away fron the congrogation case back in later lifes 

his is pastinlly oxplained by the changes of interests in 

old age. “Whie wakes the Ohristian faith peculiarly role- 

vans to the adjustmonts demanded by later maturhty "52 

Yidthous a doubt, the cimreh is a great comfort to the agede 

As one of them saya, "What a glorious prospect for the aged 

and tho aginge Zt is good to be content. it is better to 

PRUE sete ee S Ow   
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bo joyous. Ib 1s boat of all to be at peace in Josus our 
Lorde Thank God, 14 1s for us all » Peace at the last,"52 

Youth and Old Age 

Pron ganeration ta genematlon young and old have 
vegarded aging fron their characteristioally 
diverse points of view, Against the purely 
physiological measuring standurde, active en- 
thusiastio youth has tended to chack of f mid» 
die ov late age at or near the sero and in what 
has seamed to tha remote and inexperienced sure 
veyor a condition approaching inertia and impoe 
tence. In tormms of an index of Influence and 
wisdeu, moro admiring and more envious human 
anginoors, even though young, have occasionally 
extolled, prabably to an oxaggorated degree, the 
hich attalnments of agad exparionoGe And age has 
in ite tuva viewed on the one hand the deficionoies, 

‘and om the other, the intrinsic positive capagie 
ties cf youth, now with superior disregard, again 
with tolorans benevolence, or cven with appreeia- 
tive encouragement oo 

In a suevoy of two thousand man in eight professions, 

the Glscovery was made that older mon are no more catholic . 

in their interests than younger mone They have as many 

likes and dislikes as younger men, but they are not identie 

cale54 Older mon are less daring, and more averse to 

shangs than younger mene Thoy generally like thelr ocoupae 

tion less, Older men are less interested in gacple and 

more seGlusive in thealy interests and amisementse Love and 

Wewmnoerorn wa B-« 
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hatred toward other people becomes more intense as man 

grow older, ilder men are mora auro of their estimate of 

thomseives than younger mon 2S 

Whore physiesl stomina an& onergotic alertness 
apo of rolatively grdater account for production 
than ia aonusiderad practice, youth will probably 
always oxcosd, bat in the exercise of the higher 
mental provesses, in canprehension, in raasoning 
and in judemsat, age slone Gan develop, through 
year after yoar of praaties, the qualities of a 
broad philosophies. objectivitye MIncroasing 
years offer opportunity for incroasing offectivee 
ness in life organigatione Personal gonis bea 
come better defined, one's own abilities better 
underat aod, the enogional stresses of frustrae 
tion and disappointment are ret wlth less oxe 
pense to the vorsonality es’ 

  

4 is quits a hardship for the aged to be shut away 

.fpen childvon duving thedy last year3e This is quite evie 

dent when a young person visits an 01d Folks Home wlth a 

pabye ‘he old folks orowd around to pet end fondle the 

child, 4 youngster, wandering through the halls of tho i 

Rome is loaded down with edolktes and candy from the agoret 

stores of the old folks, Perhaps the Jewlsh people poalised 

this nesd of the old for tho companionship of the very 

young when they built caubination Old Polke Homes and 

Grphanages in former years in this’ sountry eo? 
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CHAPEER V 

NERDS OF THE AGED 

There av6 cortain basic nocds, peculiar to the agod, 

which contribute Go a longer life and greater physical and 

mental wellebeing and contonbiont e Yhe older person can 

pwepero hilasel? for his advancing age by dolng four things: 

maintaining civic functions, continuing emotional end apirie 

tual functious, maintaining old skills and developing now 

ones, aud keeping his hoalthe! with regard to the latter 

polnt, the aged peraon must observe moderation in diet, 

proper diet with sufficient vitamins, moderate physical 

Oxercise, propor cars of the drin, moderation of work, snd 

& cheerral spoaitLone® The part which vitamins play in 

increasing the life spau of an individual cannot be over~ 

enphash zed. : 

Tho wost important organ of the body to tha aged person 

1a his stomach. “The stomach has move to do wiih woll~being | 

of the aged than the aged knowe™® 
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e o » She aged noed 9 specialized diot, just as 
the very young do, Hlderly people ara all expsrie 
encing & general slowing-up of life's processes: 
thoy live sedentary lives for the most part; their 
general physical powers of prosistance to fabi cus 
and disease are diminishings It is important 
therefore, thet their dlet be adjusted earefuliy 
to thedizs peoullar needs if a high ratio of health 
and comfort ls to be maintained, tne of the 
dietary problems of the aged in due to the very 
general loas of the power of mastieation o » o 
Anothes condition'’s o « 1s faulty elimination « o «% 

wi 

Siseplessness ig another prdblen of old agae Thorerore 

the ased need good beds and gquiote 

Sleep is less rogulax. They have good and bad 
wiphts, one om” more of each alternating, which 
makes the next day clear or cloudy with drogse 
@ oe «© 6 6 @ © © oO G&G o©o ew 6 we oe Pf ee we 8 8 @ 

Sho appetites fluctuate and may readily becons 
eapriclouse «© « e Host, too, nob only learn to 
avold hearby meals at night, but find 1t best to 
lay in most of thely rations earlier in the any e 

Yery many find in diet their ehief center of 

interest and solicitude e « » There are altore 
nationa of mood e « « The old are very deponde 
ent upon weather, climate and seasons, Winter 
is hardest on theme o « e Supercharged with 
subtle and profouna symboliams of their own 
stage of life.) 

The very old often draad sunlight, areas too warmly, 

and don’t exercise sufficiently. As a result they sit cone 

stansly 1a an overheated yoon and doze, avaking ouly ob 

mealtime and bedtimee To awaken thom to renewed Life, one 

Peg sacar et 

4 3H a 4 Schedules", ThixtyeSecond ig, Stahuer, “Diets and Diet Sch 7 
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must force them inko some form of physical oxercise, and 

give them the montal atimulation to carry it oute® 

  

Old people have gront dicfieulty mounting holghts, one 

tering Gara, end golnmg up and dawn steps, Many of thelr 

ggoldents happen in the bathroom, entering ond leaving the 

bathtubs The cold require special tubse Porhans the best 

type both from the standpoint of sanitation and of safety 

io tho sitsbethe It is well for old people to live on the 

Piest Floor of dwollings, to have low cupboards in the 

rLtenen, olimineting both Glishing and stooping to got 

kitchen ubensils, perhape special doors, onsy to open, 

with simple catehea on thore Little study hes been given 

to this area of the needs of the agede 

The aged appreciate entertalmmont. This is a partie 

culay peoblem when the aged ave inatitubionalizods 

To broak the monotony of daily routine, entore 
tadnment of e aultable type must be providede 

It must not be too deep, nor too high, nor too 

heavye If it le, it bores instead of ontore 
taining them as thelr yawning and: goneral 

restlessness provese e¢ oe their inflraliy, 

poor aight, herd of hearlng, the mental Lacule 
tios slowad datn, wide Gitferances of Intelli- 

gence and education even the language, offers 

some real dlfficultiese 
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ths opinion ls rapidly developing that many aged are 

best provided for, not in institutions, but by themselves 

in thelr own homes, The program of social soourity haa 

made this more generally possiblee® 

The old most of all, need porsonal provision and 
surlter most from mass treatment, for they are 
Oy & Glada bub are hyper-inéividualizads e oe 
the old often develop what sees to others sonace 
icss idlosynowasies that are roally expressive 
of sssentblal traits » e « It is « o »« hard on 
thom toa be denied the privilege of privacy at 
will, of having corsain things all thelr ow o o ef 

diowover thy old cannot’ be left conupletoly independant. 

They necds the assupunce thet if they over are in finane 

clal straits they will be helpeds the assurnanee thab udee 

quate medica] and nursing caro wlll be avellable if neadsdg 

and the ¢ortainty thet anytime that they are in need their 

pastor can and will help thenl0 : 

OLa people cannols be molded, partioulariy if they ara 

well over seventy-five. ‘Thelr modos of living, their table 

manners, theix abliity to gat along with people are sote 

The basic consideration with the wajorlity of needy aged is 

not the vebuilding of charactere it is onabling tho aged 

person b6 mest his neods. The aged man or woman who bee 
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sones insbitubloneligad has a particular problem te solvee 

Hp and she have bean thrown inte sn ontbivoly now atmusphers 

and way of Iife. Hew acquaintances must be made, and the 

ol Left behing. Some of these aged parents never male 

the adjusheent, Ohhers dia in the attend, of Lonslinesse 

Institubionaliaation proseute its own pastisular tyne of 

problons for the aged, and a now set of neods evisone In 

general, the infividual mist be pamalttved ag much as pose 

sible to Load his life in the iustitution as he did in the 

howe and onvivowsont he left behinds? 

eee renee 62 Le: ees Mente OUT 
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THE PRESENT PROBLEM OF OLD aGE 

Ghd age has always boen @ problem to a greater oy lese 

ger degroeo, There have always been those aged whose yphysie 

cel op mental resourdées gave oub Long befor they ware 

veady Form the gravee Frlondless and without relatives, 16 

renalnad for the abate or church to provide for them It 

was not wiebli tha last oanbury that the Sutheran church in 

AmerLen Cals the nead for she astablishment of old age inatie 

Gubionsae Institutions aro always ostablished by the church 

when the nuaher of thesg preawining the help offerad by that 

institution has becowe large Tt is an assumption that by 

meses gare, the church esn offer better and cheapor sara than 

by individus?, cava within tho congrogatLone 

fhe problem of the aged, however, has becoms greater. 

in pocont days, Perhaps this is partially due to ineroased 

interest in the problems of old age, the newost field. of 

gooinl caro, Many obher factors enter in to make this 

pevlod of time tho threshold to an era which may possibly 

bo dominated by the-aged and their problemse 

Population Trends 

For tho Mrs jie im lnmnin history people over 

sixty years of age now constitute a at pnifieant 

praportion of the population. In 1949 abows 12 

per cont of the people of the United Staves will 
bo sixty or overe in 1900 1t was less than 7 
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por cont, and a hundred years before that, less 
than < per dentet : - 

fhe Sollowing isa a table of the Percentage of the popue 

dation of the United States, sixty-five years of geo op 

oLdez.s . 

LESG ~ BoGK LOEO w 467% 

1866 =~ 2e78 1dEO « Feds 

L870 ~ Se0s 1840 + GS; 

1E80 « Fe4i 1950 © Ze 

LEGG @ S_Mi 1960 = 10% 

1900 » 4.1% 1970 w 11688 

LOLO « 46% 1080 ~ 1404: 

whe modian age In 1020 was 1607 yearae In 1560 16 had 

visen to 2208 yeurs. In 1940 the figure had become 29 yours 

Indleations are that it wlll continue to rise until 1980 

wien 2% will gradually stabilise iteelf about the Flgure of 

that yoar op alighbly lesae 

The leughh of life span has also Jucreased. In 1600 

the averago Leagsh of life was thirty-five yoars. In 1850 

the average Life span wus ln excesa of forty yoarbe by 1900 

1% had visen to slightly less than fifty. In 1040 the fige 

COE mh 2 RE ES MT MOD 

Lau, & aves and de Lennart Gedarleaf, Older People 
anc the Church (Hew Yorks Abingdon=Vokosbury Press, “9207, 
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ure wae sixbyethros, and oaly nine years later, 1949, the 

figure was sixtyeaiz,. This latter figure divides botween 

the soxed in the following Givisions women, 695 and men, 

C4ebe* 

An interesting set of figures have evolved from tho 

1620 consus roporte At that time there wore 4,950,215 old 

poopie in the Unlted States, The breakdown was as follows: 

41,0): wore between 66 and GDe 29.1% wore between the ages 

of 7O and 74, 2%eui wore batween the ages of 75 and 796. 

the total maaver of aged in tho United States was moro than 

the total population of the country in 179083 It was a 

greater number than the combined population in 1920 of: 

Arizona, Dolaware, Idaho, Montana, lievada, Now Hampshize, 

Hew Mexico, forth Dakota, Rhede Ieland, Uteh, Vermont, 

Wyoniag, Dietelet of Columbia end Alaska # 

The Unlsed States Consus Bureau reported ‘that the 

pomuation of aged in the United States would plise from 

fourteon million in 1940, or 100d por gent of the populae 

tion, to mors than thirty million in BO00 Ge doy Or 1505 

per cont of the population. The median age would vise from 

BU to S7%e4e Gnly national catastrophe could roverse Lie 

This rlaing trend of who mumber of aged could bo expected 
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%o an end botween 1050 and 2000 when the binsh and 

death rete may be stablliged, After thie time thore might 

be o& slight decline in total pomalation.® 

The population of the world was formerly able to 
be gveaphed in a pypamid, fiow 4% 4s more in tho 
Shape oF an ogee The birch vate has gone damn, 
and mora and more older peopla survive to a 
Later agGe e » e Wa Row havo © nawrowed base, & 
Wider midd@loonced group and a migh enlanged 
geoun of the aged ab the tone 
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problem of tha egede Nevis Lista Louxs 

Gkreuging pattern of fawlly life @ éhildron axe 
Loss dosivous to noely paronts and paronts to 
be helpeds : 

High vonte 

Tt 4a almost impossible to save enougn money 
to postive om, Morty to Pifby thousand dollars 
are required for a married san to retire at 
sixty-five. Twonsyefive to thirty thousand 
aes youulved if he has social securlbye 

Hostlizty of society to tho agdde 

®e They eants keep abreast of the rapid change 
OF bLNeGs ; 

be Imnigvants whith little education are samoe 

tines despised by their childrone 
Ge Gnildren sook boone aa SDS eier sogiel 

. Glass bhan thelr parencas . i 

G. inepanaing mobility of the populations? 
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Ghanges Within the Family Unit 

Throughout history the family has afforded protec- 
tion to lta members « . e The family has tradie 
Glonally guarded its members against bodily harm 
from enemies and against economic insecurity in 
infancy, and old agee ..e The protection of the 
vory old members of the family was formerly rondered 
almost exclusively by thelr offspring. With smaller 
families and greater mobility of the population thoy 
are less often so protected. In some countries the 
care of the agsd has been assumed in part by the 
atate today.? 

It is very easy for the churoh to enjoin the care of 

aged parents upon thelr children. However, the consequences 

of obedience to the church's commands does not always lead 

to satisfactory results. 

foo often we find the young couple putting off 
thoir plghtfil joy of having children of their 
own, because of the dependence of one or mors 

eldexzly persons whom they need to supporte 

They may assume such. burdens with fine willie 

ingness, but generally the effort to supply 

happiness to the old by furnishing them with 

comfort om luxury fails to achieve its purposes 
fhe recipient is not made happy and the young 

couple does itself and society an Lajustice 

through the sacrifice.10 

Generally, the children of aged parents are approaching 

middle age themselves and have immature children. Tho 

problem for them is somewhat different. They are "gompelled 

to choose between the necessity of neglecting thoir oblige 
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gation Goward thelr aged parenta ov theis coum dimantuwe 

ahildrons*4h 

ilousing algo presenta divficulties to the aggde Hany 

of their ohtlaven live in sual), and confined apurtuents in 

the cliys To them the aged paront is no longer a welcome 

burdonet® Housing is very seldom a problem in the Gountywye 

doh opnorsunitiea are alao more numerous for the aged farmer 

thon for the eity woxker, Hawever, the trand in the United 

States at present le toward urbanization. One of the sae 

aultiea 2a the orowdling together of young and eld wlth pemtle 

fens camplicattons and enotlonal tensionset® a household 

whore three gonerablens live togather seldom, if ever, is a 

satbistackory amangomonts This is dspodially truo whore 

there apo young childwotie "s o ¢ 2 19 practically Lmpossibic 

&6 comcelve of a wholly ideal faudly atmosphere In the new . 

home with ome a more grandparents often prascat op often 

Visited by the familye"24 In addition to the singular proe 

blons which are a pari of each family situation, thers ars 
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coriain general conflista in the old»yaung relntdonshipe 

he mest usual complex in the case of tho aglug is 
thely abbliude toward the younge They have tha 
tandards of & pagt gonsratLon, anid believe that 

the young should pay thom marked rosnect because 
OL theie yeara, Tho indifference and often the 
malo peaponse of the young Loraefully remind thon 
that thoy aro falling to sreate the impression 
thet deferenes ia their dus, They rotaliate by 
hyperasriticlen of the present ganeration wreich 
wadlens the bresthe. The young 800n vaturn oritielon 
Loy opltleiaa, exasperation grove apace, oach aide 
terion to Pores 1b Viewe The fortunate old Finds 
aciace in the eimilap thinking of Sonbenpomerseay 
the Leas fortunate fight 1s out’ ta the finish, 
which @iaish sosta both young and old hsarkbraake 
dng snlsery thet sight so easily have been avolde 
QA gi? 

Eeonanle X<nseourity 

‘fhe tera "teapleory vetirenent® hae beaome popular 

within wecent yoors. Until the boom in business as 2 result 

of peepevations or World War IT, meny mon, over Tovty, 

found 1% aiePleult to get end held a Jobe The general coue 

Gluoion drawn was tha; businesa wanted only younger mane 

If a man was over forty, he was useless, This is not trude 

Businessmen and factories do not hira and five on the pasis 

of age, bub on tho basis of abilitye If 2 man had passed 

forty, bub was ompert in his field he had ne need to fear 

imenploymonte Zt was only when someone better than hey 

faster than he, was hired, that he had to fear unempLogmant e 

ALL too often the phrase "Chey don't want men over forty" 
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basams & covereup fo lack of ability and alip~ahed working 

habits. Lt is true thet industry has speeded ups older usn 

samot hoop up with the pasa, bub they ave vebived solely on 

this macount, nok on account of thoix ade 

wt
 "his ie nob to exonerate big businesa, Business is 

eslfishy vexy seldom is ic concerned abouk the ancividual, 

oxcept for Lbs mm profite The church has a duty to its 

aged menbers in the field of asononkes to develop & move 

porsonul interast on the part of the factory eaployor in 

his onployses, particeularly the sging employees, and tholy 

DeobLlansdy 

the preobion be be Tagced in ald age by wage earnors 
may bo shepactomiaed aa tud-fold in charactors 
Pizst, the wage cavnor who gains his daily bread 
by his toll confvonts the fast of bolng sanpoiled 
%6 discontinue woek Long before actual sonliltyeeo 
nol because He Le completely worn out, but because 
he is unable to maintain the pace negossary In 
miler, peodueticnestias bolng deprived of his means 
of Livelihood, Sotondly, ho faces the luabilisy | 
ts provide, alone, for his support in old Rgeg GH 
interval which, shanks to the development of modi- 
eal selence end sanitation, he is destined to 
envision for an augaonted periods 

Stableties concoming paupers reveal thab most porerty 

is dus, nob to negligence or inadvertence, but to sovial 

sonédtdona and the econone aeteupe Poople who barely kad 

Gheugh for dayetceday survival were unable to save for old 

Ore ete 
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ages?! in iaob, the graatest sourses of poverty, accords 
ing $0 ons nubhor, ave; low wages, unemployment, siriicas 

aud Jockouts, businesd fallures and Industrial miporeniwae 

thonetd i 
this aconoule aituaiion of forged retirement and low 

wages 2a a dlrost wosult of the pressat typo of coonomie 

syste, In former econosic systems, the patriarchal, tho 

Loudel, the qulla, and the saply Industrial, concern was 

fos for the individual worler and what vould bosane of hime 

Hus today in the peesoni systom of spoolaliaaiion and mass 

pradustblon, tho individual doos nob mean muchel? "Ze ts 

nojerlous Ghat the insatiable factexy wears oug its workers 

with geeat wapldity. Ag it savaps machinery, sc Lt sorapa 

hwran belugse"*° Pay spovdalist faces even greater problomse 

Rotived fron iia job ab fortyefive or fifty, he is trained 

for only one type of works Ho La too old to lourn anobhere 

He cannes oaepete with younger inon at his specialtye Taore 

is little shat bo gen do, Only the simplest manual jobs 

are open bo him, hose that require. the most exertion and 

give the least wotumne He is at an Ago whore he must bagla 
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to cub down on phyaleal astivity, nos dmcronge it. But he 

hasn't any alternative, 

The bing is yapicly becoulng rips fox another induse. 

tried vevolution in ancrien, "rom a purely economic point 

of viow 1b ia bad busines to regard workers as trandy fap 

the serap heap at tcehyt, Titay, om any othor arblirarily 

seb apes Thoy shaule. ba alileved to ranalu at work as long 

is they ave worthy of haro,"@t Hany of tha noople wha wil2 

need, old age asalstanes in yeuss to come can be made salfe 

suntainine by wevision of basie attdnutes of big business 

boward the aging omployage A Large numbop cf workers Long 

46 Gontinuio im gainful puvauitease Forced retirement produces 

an wohoalthy frame of ming in theme®= A y,ogont nowspaper 

exbicle points out tha danger of forged ratirenont on tha - 

national aconaste structure: "se « « the right of the older 

person 60 xommin praduchive suat be gonernlly eabablishede 

If we do aos aclmowledge thia right, them we might have to 

face a most aploien) situation, in whieh a gontinuotaly 

growing geoup of depondenta would have to be waintained by 

& conbinuously shrlaking group of wage oxrnerde "29 
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<b ie © goneral pule that the many single aged, child 

less married. or widgved, and aged whos9 ehildven cannot supe 

port them, cace they have lost employment, soon becane depends 

ont and must heve sone sort of charitable aid and aholtors@4 

However, only 4ed per cont livo ln institutions om hobolse 

Pouwafiftha Live in families on with pelativase Nolthor is 

a gatisractory solublocne tye majority of cue prasent olde 

ago homes are nothing bub dumping places for tho aged, with 

an entrances and ne exit, whore nothing constructive is done 

Low theme" 

igonone Clrewastenses of Rotived People 

in a survey made of clfents of Boston Social Agoncies, 

1G wae found that oneethird to oneehalf of them had carnod. 

enough ducing their lifetime to tide them over old agde 

Qaly five te ton por cent had wasted their surpluse The 

other ninety to ninety-five per cent of the above oneethind 

tO cneehal? had Lost thelp money through no fault of thelr 

Gme25 of croup of institubfonalized aged, none was able 

to contelbuse much to his suppowte Seven ous of ten earnod 
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@ small ancunt of money ln the institution, dnesthird were 

helped by relatives, ! 

on the oatlonewlde senles "Of tho 11,000,000 aged Live 

ing in this country dn 1049, about 3,500,000 had no airact 

ineous of tholy omy and of the 7,500,000 with somd Insone 

Almont oncethied earned leas than $500 a yoare"@S ne 1940 

Gonsusg showod that more than twoethinwis of the psople cover 

sintyeflve have to depend on sources obhor then oarmings fop 

tholm diveilhood, Only onesfourth of older paople axe 

totally selfesufflolent.@9 in 1047 46 was found that moro 

than oneefourth of the aged deponded upon public rolie? for 

their very oxistens®e If al2 forma of public participaticn 

in the economie support of the aged were rescinded nearly 

ongehai? of the aged would starve .90 

(me out of £Ifby elderly porsons in the United States 

lives in an institution todaye hore are approximately one 

inmileed and fonby thousand dn public institutions and severe 

ty thousand in private Hawese®! It was the oxperionce in 

Boston thet an aged wosan appears ab a sooial agenoy Ghreo 
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times ae often a3 a man, although the ratio of women to men 

1a theas to twos nay 

Shis 1s the present-day problem of Old Agee Tt is a 

problem of growing nuubare of aged with nothing to do and 

no moane of selResupportie Thoy ara iiving in an age whea 

  
the fueily has little poan for theme They arg in a sertain 

sonuse "“axefanilia", Indigations are that thelr nusbers 

WiLL Lnevease, Tho United States goverment is concomned 

aver the peoblente Tt is a vital part of the present struge 

gles betracn Isbor end capital over ponsionse Ho group, or 

individual, has sbud%ed the problea sufficlontly to arrive 

at a possible solution of the problems 

The Unlbed States, as a nablon, stands alono, 
snong the industrkally devoloped countries, 
in atill applying serly Seventeenth Contury 
matbhods to this SwontLeth Contury problem, 
a2 the populous gountries, only Chins, india 
aud tho United States are st121 without any 

form of constructive eare for the agede5d 

ALthough the above words vere written bofore the Sockei 

Security Aot of 1055, much af what is stated is truge te is 

even sore true of she church. Methods from the fifth ogne 

tury ave being practieed by the churches In many raspests the 

gluech's charity 26 medieval both in practice and in undore 

lying dostrinee Le ab any time in its history, the present 

  

Sfarea clients of Boston Scola Agoneles, De lie 

SBypateing Ope Gite, Be ite



1G 

time ia the tins for tha church to reeevaluatbe what 16 has 

Gone for Lis aged membera, and to move in a sonstructive 

mamioe to prepuya Liself to care for their physleal and 

Spleitual nests and wants as they inersase in munbers during 

the coming yours, Gane can hardly visualize what potential 

abilities theiy mamers may have to change the entire cube 

Look of thie natdotts 

in solving tho problen of Old Age two dangers exiote 

Tho ono is ts solve 16 by negleste 

When he is fexgakony 
Whab san an old man do 
ius dis? 

Surely neither church nor state san afford to 
adeLt: that that is the way oute 

On ths ofhor hand, the church oan so care for its aged i 

momoors Ghat they Lose thelr individuality, thelr rosponsie 

bility, and with all work and activity taken oub of their 

hands, sleep thaie life away 4n a rocking chair. On this 

one author says by way of illustration, “fhe portrait of 

Unietlerta Mother always fills ome with despair. i¢ is a 

presentation of the old who have given up and aro sonsont 

to sit, having pson beaten by Wife aud grou indifferent 

through defeat." 
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the old sioubers af the church have a potential that hes 

never boon explored, maak leas tappode They have needs which 

Gheis Ghristlun brethren alone can meéete They hava worship 

problems which require special attention from the pastoie 

Yhoy are onblilec to special conusidersilon. The church mist 

give it to them, ‘ho problems in the business world can be 

absacked only obliquely by tho church, Those in the flold 

of Christian care mast be mot headeone The church must 

eveaiuate its eave of tha aged program in the light of the 

findings of vbhers and in the light of old people's needs. 

Now 2a tho time toe begin afvesh, if that becomes necessary, 

not thiety years from now when the need af care Lor the aged 

4a ab Lts poole



CHAPTER VII 

FORMER ATTEMPTS TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM OF THE AGED 

The Establishment of Old Folks Homes 

The ancient custom was to do away with the aged 
entirely. With the advent of Christianity and 
Lts subsequent growing influence the nations of 
the worid have become more civilized and passed 
old age laws of one kind or another. At first 
the procedure was to place all dependent aged in 
comuon almshouses where the poor and misfit, the 
young and old were thrown together without regard 
for the individual personality or religious tastesel 

In fact, the history of care for the aged Christians 

in America by the various church bodies has been mainly 

limited to such "almshouses", with, of course, 4 Christian 

setting, 

Within the Lutheran Church-Missouril Synod, the setting 

for the work of charity had been created by 0. ¥F. W. Walther, 

who in his The Proper Form of an Evangelical Iytheran Cone 

gregation Independent of the State stated, "It is likewise 

the duty of the congregation to provide food, raiment, hous- 

ing, and the necessities for the poor, the widows and orphans, 

the aged and infirm, who are unable to procure these them= 

selves and have no relatives whose special duty it would be 

EE EEE 

1 Mme Sooleal Outlook of the Lutheran 

Ohuron Pere ts eee Bdchelor's Thesis, Concordia Seminary, 

St. Lowis, 1958), pe Sle 
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to mal suoh provishon, » « ee” He further vedononded that 
* t . ' 

“aiuonors” be apgointed to care for the neady within the 

songragniioe® velther's emghasla upon the congregation as 

the working unit of the churai in this raspect also dante 

- tiated his ideas of organized charttye Although the Iuthoran 

Church-lilsagael Synod hag Followed hlz ideas in other ree 

pests, to a dange extent, it has left hia ideas in the 

field of shavitye Although almoners, op elders, st1l1 are 

appointed in the congeagatLon of today, mich of the sare of 

oxphans, widows, and the aged Ls done by the Synod on an 

instisubional baslee In fect, in many lusimnees, the majorie 

ty of charLbable work on the congregational Level is Limited 

ta the support of these hnotdtublonse The idea has becane 

80% in the minds of Lutherans that this is tho only way to 

Cave for the aged, or as one man put it: "In our church it is 

& tradition that wa use the instloutionnl method of care for 

our ngede Ib will sake a long time befora our people would 

concent go anything alfferant »"4 
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in keeplug with idea, the Lutheran Ghurcheiiissourd 

Synod established Lis first Home for tho Aged and Infirm at 

Brooklyn, Now York, in 1875. It rocolved the name, Wartburg 

Homes Sines that time there have been fifteen such homes 

osteblished by this church, with a totel capacity of almost 

ene thousande® 

Various opinions were expressed in defense of this 

typo of caree La 108%, Wheodore Katenkamp stated, “s eo e 

de i advisable and bobter for the aged folks to continue to 

Live in thely om aueroundings with a ponelon or sustenance 

fron the aged asscelation, or is i+ desirable and evon bete 

top fox thom to emer Into a hone for the aged and to live 

among psopie of thely ava ages where they oan bo better 

handled according to their various needs and desires? with 

these older people, 16 sooms to me that the majority of thom 

aro happlor among other aged pooplees"S 

Another man, active in the Gare of tho aged wrotes 

pose nas brought’ bogether under one woof, the 
Alseuheim, there to find vefuge and everything 
that vorbains to this life and the Life to some 

as long ag thay livee Iu reality, then they 

soustitute a large family, 2 £ no&G bound by 

baateaetaenmertthee ta eentoate tah beeen noc ait 

55; Wind, "% 4s Merve Than Security", Zhe 
fie eo Wind, “Happimosa 4: 3 

lathovan Witneses 70 (ronruary 20, 1951), 5% COle +e 

Seneadosa Kat Handling a7 Devalopmonts e in a ow 
Problens of the Aged tivbyeSisth Annual Convento — 

  Agsosiated Lxthoran chextetes (1Uc7), De 
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the bonds of blood, bug by the bonds of hopo, and faith, and fellowships? me 

The Reverend Paul Strason felt that real sacurity was 

found in proper cave of bedy and sovle lig felt that the 

Christian Old Folks Homon fulfilled these requirencnéts - 

sinco thoy provides "full wesponsibility for the needs and 

wante of oach imeste, olinination of the thousht of poverty, 

teus ecupanionship, olimination of fear, and soulesecurity,"% 

He concluded, "When owe 014 folks seo that a12 responsibility 

2s taken fron them and that they are cared for you have see 

gueliy bull in old agoe"9 

In snawer te the question: Wheat ia done in the Lutheran 

Honse be peazoke aogial 1ife?, thia answer was given: 

Le Garporate prayer and warship, 
Se Voluntary work about the : 
Be Programa by Young People's Soclesies, 
Se Radia, 

5e KOUVLSB p 

Ge Genca 
We tian’ Sings" ab "Wonily Ryonings"_20 

Only eartain people were alloyed to antex the Home 

The chadieaan of an Old Folks Hone Board of Directors atateds 
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tus boards do not tolerate-quarrelsone cheraeters 
and congsant troubhemakerse They do net house 
Foople of sound mind with those who are mentally 
Ceyangsd,e Thoy cannot and do nob admit persons 
arTlieted. with a contagious, haymful or offene 
aive Glseases Our foniiiea should be saife_and 
probected and they are safe and protected,tl 

fhurch Homas Versus State Hanes 

in 2922 a Tabbewdli dloraynan stated his opinion that 

state Homes for the Aged compared favorably with church 

homes with rogard to equipnent, funda and porsonnale He 

objected to ssate Homes solely because they did not offer 

& Cixatian atmosphere for theiy iamatese!@ gnortiy sherce 

after the state systheu of ‘poor farms was exposed in the 

press ag a faliurae The Now York Thnea statods 

The pooytawa is ow human duaplng-ground. inte 
whieh po our dovaliets of every doscrivéions 
Living in ‘this mess in insanity and depravity, 
this peinoa place for oriminals and the Insane, 
are sivernl thousand children and respoctabloe, 
intelligent old fa Ha whose only offense is 
bhat they are poove 

domes de Davis, foraar Seoretary of Labor, stated, 

“The Amorlean poophowge is a fallure from any polut of view 

YR wogard it, Ib destroys the solferospact of ita inmates 

tisuvason, ope Gite, Be 93e 

ifs, =, Selle, “hon tho Shadowa Zengthen", Tnintioth 
Annual, GonvenbZon of tho Associated Lutheran Gnarisioes 

Vel), Be Ze 
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end 1% uaually destvoys the whole of their usefulness ."24 

tho “ave Le “infield Wiekhaw spoke in defense of the 

Old Age Fenslon Plan of 1955 ng a cure for the misarabls 

Gonditions that existed In American poorhousese25 ‘the Kove 

Ho Fo Wind felt that the major cause of the corruption in 

etate rellef was dua to the politics involved. Hovever, 

ho was opposed to the very iden of poorhouses. "Even tho 

best; poornouse in the world ta a tragedy .926 

Eetauss of the pavelation of the aoxzrupsion in atete 

nid for the arsed, those Interested in the ears of the aged 

by tho church analyzed tho church system in the light of 

the fallurcs of the atate, wade minor imppovazonta, and 

felt satlefied thet the ahurchts charltable progran was 

correct, Instead of exanining the basic philosaphy of care 

for the aged as prmucticed by the church, and ovaluating 

it in the light of the needs of aged Christians, those ine 

terested in care Zor the aged accepted it an the best solu 

tion and sought to meke improvonents in the frameworlr: of 

the system. his happened in spite of vory serlous objece 

tions in various arenas of the worke 
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Woalmesses of the InablsutZonsl of Gare Aa 
Pyaactiesd in pee ahd 

Physical Gontort 

Ques of che baste principles of the instditubional ape 

proach $0 old age Le that the inmate mast be comfortably 

provided fore ils responsibilities aro taken awaye lls 

menLs ars provided fore He ia sholserad; his olothes are 

washed; ho neodis no moneys the Home provides pin money for 

nim, This view las been qugstioned racontlye 

fu nubhorliy dn the ficld of Old Ase Gounagling stoteds 

‘the ideal of vost for the old; no doubt, had its 
place in the timo that is no moray In che days 
of the ploneer when life waa a continuous physie 
Gal, slavery one can well imygino that the rast that 
care when physieal foves was diiinished was Looked 
upon as the fitting reward of aga, bub coday when 
Live haa became euch Shas many of us never do a Zult 
day of manual jabor, somthing obher hhap physieal 
inactivity mist be the goal in old agoe 

in this connection, ib should be borne in mind that the 

trond in lnbor ¢eday is such that shorter and shorter hours 

aye wovlred per woele hie must be borne in mind by Old Ago 

Planners, 

Responsible algo for this attitude toward the aged ts 

another basie ides, that at retiroment age the work of the 

individual La conve 

COUP r aE Game: were aw: ceresengee ent 

Liaison J, Merbin and Glare de Gruchy, Salvaging O26 
Age (New York: ‘Macmillan, 1960), Pe Sle   
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I% has oben been sasumad that nothing can boa Gone 
foe olds» people except to make them confortable 
Wnbid they Gic, on that they want nothing but 
physical sacuckty., Therefore sara Lor the aged 
has keon frequently Llaited to custodial care. 
Wo have thought mainly ia yorms of Hones fo» the 
aged, or of doles of monoy.s 

WHex asked wheat they want most of all, old people ale 

moat always head thoir list with: “a foeling of being Loved 

and wanted and of being usofule'Z8 one mistaken idea that 

91d age is & tine of daterLoration and misery leads people 

to sxok te confors old Folks with tho questionable compile 

mont, “You look ten years youngore"®0 Yg chia not based une 

on the idea that old age is a thing to bo avoided? 

Ghose Ge Gruchy wonders in a sonowhat sergastic manner 

whether the “confers” offerad to the aged is not vather for 

the comfort of chiidran and rolatives, end thelr cousclencad, 

as they heave a sigh of relief when the “troublesome” old 

man or wosn as beon installed in an Old Folks Homes?! 

"tp lige with portubation and without misadventure is Like 

@ dead cos," Soneca observed ages ago, and yet it ts just 

thie kind of living we invite the fortunate old to partie 
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Clpaie in, in order to prove to than and to the world gone 

opnlly, sho affection of thelr children » o "22 

This feoling is Glrected against ali types of Wa 

Polke Homes, cluvah and state alikoe "Kany of the old col 

that to be placed in such a position meang definitely that 

they havo outlived theiy usefulness and heave bacone morely 

bodies neaiing gayae!26 

It has been the practlee to give individual roons to 

residents of chuveh Homes, whergver possiblee And yeb 2t 

hes beon found, though not ocaclusively, that living in a 

group relaticnahnip helps one te votain his wontal vigore 

Hooroation 

Host Howes recognise the neod of the residents for 

iverson Sauebhing muab be done to occupy the timo. Sano 

individuals can occupy themsolvos without need of Best atanees 

Host cannes, his 48 parbicularly truo of mone As 2 Pee 

sult, most Homes have instituted various types of ocaupse 

tional thovapye 

liowover the Old ago Gomeling Sexvice of fan yoandlede 

found thas oven thoage residents wore provided with evorye 

thing nocossasy for bodliy hoalth and cantar’ y though thoy 

Rr rena ce Re STN 
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were given hobbles, busyework, and the like for amusenont, 

they wore caly a little less unhappye They had lost selfe 

Goutidencoe, initiative and mental vigore 1 « © What the 

wouldeng benefagtora had nos roalized was that the objects 

Of their wollensaning offorta ware actually having Life 

taken ous of their geaspe"®4 This samo counseling conter 

studicd a modern Old folks Home, equipped with tho latast 

iuprovenonts, and found tho sama conditlone, They condlue 

ded that tho problem had not been solved “because the ine 

mates are still only passing the tiao In an onvironxent 

Grosied fox thems they avo st411 anothered in their old 

maladjuatuenta, thelr eld dissatiefactlons, their old false 

Views of 1i%0.%9 

another subhorlty states: 

At present many of tho best~intentioned opgenia 

gations caring for old people aro plenning 
suibitious programs of recreablon and amusezient 
for tholy olientss But recreation and anusce 

mons that ave mera tingepassers are nob enougte 

Thoy cond to lift tho old person momentarily out 

of his boredom, but only for such houra as ne 

Participates in theme ‘hat is needed instead is 

the self.fulfiliment of tho individual, thorough 
securing for him an opportunity for ar h in 

his oreferential fLeld of intersst o « hoyover 

found, ib bedomea the entering wedge for an ox~ 

be 
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panded siental, emobional, and spiritual Life, 
eo ‘ao 

est InstitubLons offer work on tho promises for the 

residents: itesidents usually do the work grudgingly, or 

refuse 26 altogethers. “It is often only a amallescalo ropes 

tition of the work at which thay formerly oarned a good 

Livings®2? : 

' Evon outside the inatliusion, planned recreation 4a 

not vory succossful., Long Beach, California, 1s one of the 

yasorts to whieh ola poopie Flock. It was found by one 

agency that even there old folks were nob happy, although 

ail sosts of amusements wors provided for thely pleasure tc 

“wnile away the houra™~@2 

“ho Institutional Idea 

4n insbitubional life 1s at best an arsificlel thinge 

Ho matter how Andepondent the resident may bo, there aro 

certain ules whieh he is bound by, certain hours which he 

must keep, certain obligations which ho hase Bub there aro 

more serious objentions. An institutional iife is for those 

who ave wieble Go cara for themselves, the children wao are 
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orphaned, {although this iden is rapidly becoming obsolete), 

the insane, tho crippled, the sick, otce It 4s also for 

these whe are socially objectionable, tho oriminals. Is 16 

for the agaa? 

Hospitals discharge patients with chronic allmonta, 
and hones for the aged wlak to get rid of medical 
probdiense Wo have failed to provide for tho iIncure 
able whose nood af nursing and medical sara is uot 
@asporate gO 

This 1s trus also of church Old Folks Homase The fole 

lowing is the stipulation which most Lutheran Old folks 

Hiomes makes 

£6 the time he besanes a Life rosident a person 
must be onjoying fairly good heaith, physical 
and mentale Chronle invalids and baderldden 
poople aro as @ yule nos waleond. It is evie 
dent thet those health restrictions make 1% ime 
posalble for the hone to minister to just such 
people as are frequently most in need of Insti- 
tubional care,00 

The following coments by the Heve L, ie Wickham dee 

serve serious considerations 

o «6 © generally only the infirm in body and mind noed 

. Instibuslonalizatione OlG age is e period vathor 

than a condiblou.s Whom it becomes a condition also, 

then first do the aged need care in an institutions 

Te aged, bub nob the infirm, sre avcepted by our 

old folk?s hones. We exdiude those with health 

defests which make 4t necessary for thom to apply 

for cards Ghronie invalids, above all, need 

Seba cherie Rent 

2%c0a Gldents of Boston Sodlal Agencies, edited by 
lncile Bee (sostoal— Boston Soe eeatr ener ana Induatrial 
Union, 1925), De Ldte 

30; i’, Brandes, “ld Age Assistance and ita inplicae 
i 7 ebLthth Ann ticne Por Gu: iiozes For The Agad", see TIOGo), Pe 2u 

Convention Aasuctated Lutheran Ghariulos | e pe atte 
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institutional care, but few of ouw homes adnlte ting such today. to Say Wa are nob equipped to handle these soscalied Institutional gases, whon nowhere else do they belong or can they be better eared Por tt 

Theve has been a trend in recent years, no& only to 

rPaject those most in need of help, but to aacept thoss whose 

Finansiel asltuntion 4s so affluent that they do not need 

institutional eava. They ave tho “boarding cases". ‘The 

Ol Volks Home te, for them, a sort of “Chrtatian Hotel for 

Old Paople", This ls a very questionable trond. It would 

Seem that the church Is forsaking the field of charity for 

the hotel business. 

The spiritual moblve of providing them with spirlie 
unl cava is the only justifloation for accepting 
them while they are in good health and active in 
their cammunltys ho question is whether they 
eonld not be cared for as wall splritually by the 
Loaal. paster and Cee En Do they not pay 
too high a social price for the oare they receive 
in the Institution when thoy leava all reasponsie 
bility behind thor, resign their former active and = 
useful life, forego the pleasure and duty of sere 
Vico in their church and comunity, and aosept in 
return a thovoughly dependent lifo in the insti. 
tubione 152 

fhe greatest indletment for tho Institutional method 

of gare for che aged is the mall number of people for which 

the various institubions ean care. In 1953 2.8 por cent of . 

pattettieinideneenlninn tice 

Sly, We Wiokham, “Opportunities For the Development 
of an faaqedee Pooenes For The Gare of The Aged brea The 
Seeial Security Act", Thigty-Seventh Annual Conve 
Asavclated Lutheran Charities 9 Je e 
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the populntion of the United States over sixty-five wore 

dependent. The nusbor of people cared for by the Synodical 

Gonfersnce of the intheran Church was only .045 per cent J 

And some of these wore botween sixty and sixty-five. Tho 

twelve Komes operated by the Conference had given a total 

number of years of services of 441, In that time they cared 

for 1,785 people, ov four por year? In 1987, ous of a total 

population within the Synodical, Conference of 1,624,254, 

these twelve Hones asgepted 139 people 5 

Must the aged ba caved for on on instltutional basist 

In China and dapan it is rave to find any indie 
vidual in want about sixty years of age, who 
has nos somo ralativa, no matter how pomote 
whose ethies and religion somond him to make 
@ place in his home for the indigent ona, and 
provide for him as lf he were @ mombor his 
own immediate fanily, Almahouses, private 
indoor op outdoor volief for the old, are 
hardiy known in these Oelontal lands whore 
hich othianal regard for the aged is instilled, 
in the individual's domon mind from infancye%4 

Tho aushor does not mean te suggest that this policy 

should be followads But this example doos polnt out thet 

there are other effective ways of caring for the agede This 

field of enve for the aged is the nowest field of social 

works Lditle study has been given to the problams Soo 

the nwabor of clinical specialists actively ongaged in 

attempts to we-educate the porsonalities of older poopla, 

    

SBtbddes Pe G80 

“Arpstein, Ope Gites Pe 2290 Phis 48 a quotation of 

to We SauLore 
‘ 

 



92 

plus tho number of workers doing research in thie specific 

division of goxontology, can be counted on the fingers of 

ono hend.e"55 sn opportunity for leadership in this field 1s 

being osferod to the church at thie prosont times It will 

mean vaennalysis of the whole problem and rebuilding of the 

whole structure of thinking conGerning the agede 

“Sy, Vv. Gowdey, Peobloms of Aging (Baltimore: ‘The 
Williens and Wilkins Uvoupany, TU42)7 pe S060 

 



CHAPTER VIIT 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN ATTITUDES AND APPROACHES 
{TO THE PROBLEM 

The state attitude toward care of the aged changed 

drastically in the twentieth century from the giving of 

doles and the housing in almshouses to the seeking of a 

scientific solution by means of old age pensions and group | 

insurance. Several causes brought about this. change. 

There was great pressure because. of the foreign advances in 

this direstion. The evils of the almshouse situation had 

been brought to public attention. But perhaps the greatest 

cause was the depression which began in 1929. The number 

of poor and indigent reached unprecedented heights. the 

theory of individual responsibility for dependency was come 

pletely shattered in the face of economic misfortune which 

had overtaken millions.” 

Industry began to discover that the policy of auto- 

matically discarding workers when they reached a certain . 

age was wasteful, both to the individual and to socloty.% 

SRR os FR eR 

lgecont Sooial Prends in the United States (New York: 

McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1n0 lest, De ° 

‘2Ibid., pe 1200. 

SE. V. Cowdry, Problems as A 
Williams and Wilkins Compan: y, 19 
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The exporlonce of Yorla Ween it, when thousands of these 

Sauce Supoyannuated workers were called back into industry 

because of tho Lack of manpower, shoved that tho Industriel 

age still could produces in a satiafactory fashdon. | 

fhe ides besano moye prevalent that the agad mish be 

tronted on an individual basis, and that the individuality 

end persounllty suffers least in the family or hone environ» 

ment e 

it the aging person is to prosorve hia soclal 
skills ot thelr maxima Level of adult. offactivee 
nos, ose thing he must do la maintain «= Glose 
and ixiendly relationship with him (630) family. 
However, the Individual, as he passes from the 
wole of paront to that of grand-parent and graate 
Grandparent must acsent & position of reduced 
authority and papbicLyation in fankly affairse 
° « « Sut the fanliy also must understand whet is 
happoning to the older pargone I6 is not sasy For 
the younger membors of a fanily to flnd a happy 
medinn between avolding their own emotion and 
Linanclal exploitatlon and acting in a way pre- 
judicial’ to tho mental health of tho older parsone 
Undor such circumstances the younger group often 
lozos whatever benefits might come from asscclate 
ing with one of longer life experioncee - « e 
The world cannot help wat reach ont for friend= 
ship and contacts with youger people, orgs 
over, im normal aging there is en Ineroase la the 
desire $9 be saoially useful, or oorhaps it is 4 
only an inoxeased opportunity to be altyulstices 

  

<4 was @iesoverad that old people lil a good tine, 

just as much as the youmg.e One of theso aged sald, "A good 

kecres in the troatmont of the aged is to include them in- 
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everything, if not as a contributor, as a spectaton."5 

The idea began to spread that one need not have to stay at 

home «11 the time, just because there were old folks living 

with the family. 

With the development of the "keep the aged in their 

own homes” movement, children were encouraged, more and more, 

to care for their parents, not only from a moral standpoint, 

but also from a therapeutic standpoint. Courtenay said for 

all the aged parents, "Every day we slip nearer to the end. ~~ 

A little attention now will save tons of regret by and by. 

Gorgeous tombstones and glowing inscriptions will not be of 

any eerthiy benefit to us. A few kindly rays of sunshine 

now will avail much more. Later on will be too late; we 

shali be beyond them. So, never mind the tombstone and the 

grand funeral,"6 

This change of approach could not fail to affect the 

church's program for organized charity. 

The Old Folks Home 

01d age counselors began to discover that many old 

folks were placed in Homes by their children, not because 

they wanted to go to the Home, but because their children 
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were Sorting Lt on there Gowdey ania, "Until we stop wanting 

Glider poopie thorougily passive and thorougaly impotent 

Andustsially, socially and poxsonally, 1b will be impossible 

to eomplotely aolve thelr problom,"?7 

These wae werd developing the old aga counsoling tack 

nique disesverct that the fear of aging, rather then aging 

iscl?, was yosponsible in many oasss for fwietlowal loss 

in tho mental zealm, just as in the physical,® 

Instiiustlons will always be needed fom sono of the 
aged. However, for those who arg capable of other 
adjustimenta, adii¢loual provisions will be requirad 
to permit nownal velationships and activities In 
family and comity lifes," 

The ides of a veblecmant howe Zor these of means devele 

Oped, llotela began te acdéept the aged on a parmanent basis, 

and to proyLde.exsra services ler thane The church began 

bo entertain the establicimant of a dualetype of Old Folks 

Home, part for akarity cases, and port Pop thoas able te 

pay their waye*? 
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in foruer years little investigation bas baen dono on 

applicationse iow, comittoos were appointed to learn the 

Linaneiel worth of the applicant, his health, and his neods.» 

Formerly many people had given thelr money away to their 

Children and relatives and entered the Home as pauporse4l 

iG 12s true thet somo had divided their monoy among their 

children with the uaderstanding that they would provide for 

them. This peactice almost universally led to disastrous 

results. One dostar was so moved by the problem that ho 

wrote o short pamphiet defending the "greatest fool of them 

@1i", the man who, in full possession of his facultics, 

divides his fortune anong his children in the expectation 

that thoy will care for bine22 Pnoge people gravitated to 

tho Old Folks Hone whon they wore resected by thelr chlidron. 

Leaders in the field of care for tho aged wore led to 

conudem their past methods: 

livery aged person has hie own individual psychology, 
and Seeatment must not fail to take this into ace@ 

deunte dur Old People's Hones particularly havo 

boon remiss in shis respecte Thoy have only cae 

type of care to offer, mags care in a ‘Hono, & - 

every applicant who could moet the means tost ae 

was obherwino unobjectlonable, was adulttode a 
nover cecurred to us to ask soo highly signifie 
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cant quostlons as, for example: 1. Dass this 
aged person poally desire to onter a Hone, or 1s 
he being slmply dpivea to 16 through necd? » o « 
He ices this applicant have a cholae of possible 
solutions of hie problem of dependency? « o e« 
Se is the applicant psyohologically able to ade 
Juss to the lige ina Homot « «© 4e Will 1% 
be possible for this aged person to wbi2ise, on 
6G develop, personal resourses in a Home? 6 « e 
Se Gan this aged porson make use of nis Gapacie 
tios and achievements in the Hone?” 

{ne advantage the chureh homes had, a ragular chaplain. 

Thoilv people wore well provided for spiritually, usually 

botter than if they had lived outside the Hore. That a 

chaplain should bo a mamber of the staff of a Home was cone 

sidered an cssential roquisites!4 6 naod bogan to be 

felt for ather specialists in the Hone, eapeclally an odcue 

pational sheraplate®5 In sane instances, the Hone served the 

church, not only as a receptacle for the aged, but also as 

& moans of coining new Christians and of regaining the 

Loat 26 
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fhe “ones Pound Lt an almost wiiveraal mule that the 

aged, Living in a churah institution, lived longer and in 

better health, This was probably due to the regularity of 

meals and houra for sleep, the quiet, and the absonce of 

Garcel? owever, thig was not an umlzed blessings  Emotlone 

aj. and economic security do not bring happiness and contente 

nont »t8 

Some Homes went to the oxtont of organising seifa 

goverment on @ limited degroe within the Hoxe, to develop 

the idea axong the residents that they had a voices in the 

decisions shat were made concerning themselvea.42 

In sphto of a growing awareness of shortcomings and 

attenpts at improvement of the iustitution, people in 

geneva}. ot121 Looked upon the Old Folks Hone with fear, and 

ehildron pefasod bo place thoir parents im Homos, even though 

the Hones would have beon tho best place for thone@0 

soatntson Lats eevanpt to fmovide Gave ab San 
for an older person who would be far better off, 

both pnyatoal ly and mentally, In an old age home 121 
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Avtioudes anong vesidents within the Home lwproveds 
This wae due to the attompta on the part of the staff to 

treat thom as membera of a Chriablan fanily, not ss charity 

patients. ‘Tho ter “inmate” was abolished, and instead was 

substituted the term “vesident", or “manber”, "The aging 

who are adultted gonerally enter the Hane because they pree 

fer to Live with other elderly pooples"22 

& gshangs was made in the financial vequiresents for 

entrance. Formerly all assets had to be surranderad, bosch 

pass and Suture. Now, most Homas make an agreement with 

each individual applicant, based upon insurance tables of 

lita expectancy .@9 

At tho present time, because of the large walting liste, 

sono institutiona are instituting outepatient caree The 

proapeative posident is provided with medical and caaswork 

facilities, and in caso of necassity, 1a admitted upon short 

notvlce to the Nomae4* 

Unfortunately, O1d Folke Honos must balance their bude 

G8¢s. Thorefore, the aged who are finanolally able to supe 

port thouselves outside the institution, aro being accepted 

in greater mmbors, the institutions, not only are balance 

a eerernrieeateeerrean® 
z : * 3 . v wal 
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ing theie budgets, but ave also building up reserves. The 

unfortunate part of tho situatlon 1a, those who are in most 

noad of tho servises of the institution are being crowed 

out, or givon a less preferred position on tho list of applie 

Gants, ©: 1s becoming moro and more popular to retire to 

an O14 Folks Hone.@5 In sano Homes, as @ ronult, charity 

is suffering at the hands of good business practices 

Skd Age Counseling 

This ia a Piola $n which the ohurch has made Little 

oY no Gonbwibuiione Doctor Hasdher, the father of gerle 

ateies im Amorisa states that the threo important factors 

in donling with the old age problem aro "first, mental | 

stimulation; socond, foods and third, exercise, "26 

The oubebanding old age counseling center in America, 

logated im San #panoisco, has as its basio axlom the theory: 

"Howma2 human beings can grow montally at any age and ree 

Claim life by reanimating mental processes thats have boen 

atrophicd through disusee"27 this Center feols that the 

Cb sethdemmeethtpennt ataeetie niche a icadiemeniaintied 

G57, He Brandes, 2. Agetstanse and tos im impliene 
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indivicual is best helped, not by a changa of environnont, 

but by @ change of alms and attitudese*8 Yhe happy old are 

happy beesuso they have a montal op intellectual interest in   
ifoe®? ater a number of yoars in this tyne of counsoling, 

the Center cane to the conclusion that its basle azioms were 

correct, and If thelr techniquo was applied, good pracbisal 

vosults would follow. Its two conclusions wore: “Hormel 

human belnes can grow mentally ab any age « « e", and 

“Happiness fom mature people lies « « e in participation in 

12f0-"9 Xy 2s the person who has lost interest in life, or 

does not find life worth living, who will naturally slump 

4n thought and actlone™t 

Work with ol@ people is move taxing than any other 
similar social welfare work, since 1b involves tho 
double task of breaking down a prevalent social 

migconsoption, and of rebuliding a personality that 

has accopbed that mloconception and ol] tho misery 

that goos with 16% 

Magn one of them must throw over the sraditiens of 

rast and physical canfort, the settling back into a vogota@- 
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tive stupor."55 The old person who comes seeking counsel 

has made the first step back to ective participation in 

1ite.4 in cases whore real-life cannot be-givon, a "proxy" 

life is substituted, just as glasses, dentures, and hearing 

aids are substituted when. the real thing ‘is no longer usable 

as it is,%5 

Congregational Developnents 

Even at the present day few congregations have old 

folke societies, The aged ought to be thought of more.often. 

They should be remombered at Thanksgiving and Christmas by 

the congregation. Aged should be visited during the year, 

not only by the pastor, but also by the fellowenembers. 

This applies also to the aged of the community who ars not 

members of tha congregation.06 

In Gleveland, a church federation began holding servis 

ces for the aged in a Sentaal location. It was originally 

designed for the old folks in institutions, but within a 

short time, aged members of the community also began attend= 
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ing services at that church.o7 

The aged have the advantage over the young in that they 

are available during the day to assist the pastor in work 

for the church. Where there are a sufficient number of thon, 

clubs and Bible Classes oan be formed. Old people look forward 

to meetings of such organization. The percentage or attend- 

ance is much higher than with any other age groupe%8 The 

aged should also receive. special attention from the past or .09 

Religious growth must be the aim of religious instruction. 

It is all too easy for the aged to use the Bible and religion 

as a soporific to lull them to inactivity. Oe counseling. 

group reports: ". . . these religious slogans that have 

come to our attention inwardly deal with the passive accaepte 

ance of life's trials and crosses. Never have we found a 

get-up-and-goetext, one that would act as a motivation in 

devising su original way of getting out of the ‘vale of 

tears' called life, not one that hints at courage and; pure 

poseful effort".40 In counseling, the pastor must remember 
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that these Chrlotlans, eee old, ‘showlé still be warriors 

of the crosse 

How Approaches Developed Keaently 

Within the chuysh, cone authority recommended twa steps 

to cove the needs of the aged éanplotely, First, he roce 

cmondied cavefully guarded old age pensions and secondly, 

three typoe of Homes for those who sould not eare for theme 

selves: State hongea for the aged who oould not’ qualify for 

& pondlon, and osnnot flad a place In a private Home; prie 

vate llonos, bevk paid and firoe, Por those withous voletives 

with whan they can Live, and who cannot live by thonaslves, 

aud Finwlly, a hoawdingeout systen for thoas who could be 

42 

Suis gama aushowlty felt that in years to comay tho 

individual would be cared for in his homo by tho church ine 

stead of in on iassitublons As early as 1962, the Noverend 

aad were, 
Le We Wiekhan eagommendad that the churah institute aube 

doo» valief by traiued workers, paid by tho church, so that 

the aged could live in their own hanese Ia cages of need 

where there wexg no funds aveilavle, the indlyidaal would 

xoeeive a nenaion fran the church, gathored frau the moubers 
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by taxation. 

Somilax authorities in social work are bocaning more 

and mora convinced that the propor place to cara for the 

aged is in their ow hone or home environment. Even though 

it is more costiy, tb is a much better solution for the ine 

dividual thon institutlonalizations® - 

in Danuerit, just outside Gopexhagen, there is an 01d 

Poopic's Village to whieh 1t is un honor to belongs. The 

state peovides shelter, food and clothing. The aged do 

sere work's but bave ample time to lead a social Life and 

have hobbies. 

Im Poellng, Uhina, there ts an old age colony. Ayound 

& laxge paved. square tiny homes ave tullte In ouch lives an 

aged couples bach heme has one roan with a nodetoead uade 

of masousy, under wileh & five can be built. In the center 

of the voou is a small stove, table, and chairs, No vont 

is vequived, ‘he state furnishes a pension for food and 

Glothings ho old folie sit in the sua by day and visit 45 

Gottage colonies have been sudcossful in the southern 

past olf the United States. In the north, inswlation and 

{Sus chand My, Unegit, “tho Sooial Outlook of tho 
Iathenan Ghana’: tas 4shea Bacherlor's Thesis, Concordia 

Seuivary , Sbe Louis, 1949), De ol Le 

Ateantin and de Gruchy, Salvaging Old Ago, Pe 74 fe 

45tp2a., po The 
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heating have proved too expenalve in most casone46 

fhe #eanelacan Brothers have recently completed a 120 . 

bed hospital in Ia Serque Hills, near Eureka, iiesourd, 

thirtyefive miles southwest of Saint Loulae This hospltal 

4s devoted oxelusively to aged mon with chronic 12inesses.** 

One of the leading authorities im this f10ld recommends 

that old age housing projects be developed in the neishbora 

hood of targa clties, The buildings would be designed ose 

poolaily for old psople. Koutine medical end nursing scare 

would bs a part of the ronte4S 

& soaial worker in Boston recommends that old age clinica 

bo establisheds "By watching the heart, tho bloodepressuro, 

end the kidneys, and applying preventative and alloviative 

measiives, aged mon and wonen might be made more confortable 

cr even kept loager ia gainful omployaent.4? 

Anothe» great need for the aged aro chronic hospitals, 

Llogated noar regular hospitals for omergonoless They can bo 

  

SCroves and Coderleaf, Ope Clie, Pe 2476 

475432 ou d “gonatant Gare is Order of the | 

Day", Whe eye conta Globe Denoarat, (Jamary 2k, 1951), De Bi, 

*8yertin S. Gumport, “Housing 19 Greatest Problem of 
1950), ve 

hei", Sho Ske Louis Post-Dispatoh, (oveabor 14, é 

BD, able % aa 5. Cte Haves an edraLeal, Ope Gltes Pe Bale 

Lice 
a8 ‘idents of Boston Social Agencies, od by. 

Inokle aveue taUseOnT Boston Boorsartonet eid dus ry 
Union, 1925), pe LoVe 
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mun ai half the coat with less equipmente59 Of even greater 

neeG ab present 1s a church montal hospital. Special waxds 

should b¢ established for tho senile and aged disorLentatad. 

A&G present, thoy are not woloome in regula» mgntal nospie 

tals, and Go not deserve to be with the more violent pati- 

entse iiany advances have beon wade within recent years 4n 

the study of senility, and thore is hops that in yaars tc 

cong miid cases can be restored to normal mental equills 

briun,St 

whe 2s to establish those institutions? A church, or 

Group of churohes could very well begin the works ‘Inter@ 

ested individuals gould opon private hospltais for the 

Chronieally 111 agedy convalescent hones, or, if quakifiod, 

Counseling agenciese®* 

Oa a smal soale, che nombers of a congregation can 

assist a crippled or 111 member, aa was done for ono lady 

with apthritdo knees and nips: “Yer bad had been bull up 
to the height of a handrail which she held on to es she 

rolled havself du and ous of bed. Many other evidences of 

ingemity were seen in the long mop handles and brooms and 

tho bullt up kitchen tables Alt thresholds had been ree 

  

S0vavos and Gadarloaf, Ope Site, Pe 268 fe 
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moved snd ramps replaced steps leading inte the yard at 

back and the garden in gvont of the house. "5% 

Be Vo Uoutivy sugsests the eatabliehuent of bureaus 

where votlrad professional pecple can mast to exchange some 

viecs, “he vetivsd carpenter, doator, nurse, painter, 

teacher, all may have sonathinug to sontribute to ench other 

end to themsolvas."54 

fhe varloug araas of eavo for the aged havo hardly been 

touched, The opportunities for progress are almost endlesse 

in view of the vapidly Luereaslng numbers of old poople, the 

osced $o oxter mora fully into thin area of 

ry
 Ghuvsh will he 

social work, unless, of hex own accord she enters into ite 

In view of the many progresses ascular institublons and 

bureaus have made, the church dare not adopt halfewey 

MOASULOS » 

Sue Gauchy, Ops Gite, pe 50 fe 

S2gqudey, Ope Shtes Pe 795e



COAPTER TX 

PROSPECTUS 

The @ield of old age care is a now field, this in spite 

of tna Lacy that all people look forward to being olde 

Thype is much confusion and lagk of porbinons 
knowledges of aglngs Iittle 1s Imown of the 
biologieal peososses, tho diseases of old age, 
their mental, eactional and political outlooire 
We do nos know how te educate them and bo educated, ~ 
iow to help them esonomically, how to provide the 
peoper cantort for them end help thom to learn and 
60 worke Sut we know they must be helpade 

he words above are the conclusions drawa ab the thite 

House Conferonce on Aging, held in 1060. The report sonq 

tinuoss 

Under the prossns system the aging gitizen La not 

volloved of fear and insecurity even with a aeearae 

onsion op annuity or old-age insurance at h 

eos, Letnods anould therefore be developed which posal 
wall, "sn due time, assure hin of wakeiaisny serve 

cou imetead of insufficient oan end prov: 

with a safe and geo stnse ey shelter in pleasant 

HurrcwndLags o e « 

he aged person mst be kept in a vespoctable position 

4n the commmitye He should not be considered a burdeite 

2, 6 « if we vestore his dignity and Independence, if wo 

  

®o1dor People Have Lesoue impore lusrtin Se Gumpert, 12, 1050), tent’, The St. Loule PosteDispatek, (fovember 
Be SG, Gale fe 
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Sia ; *yousing Ia Groatest Problem 
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listen to hia judgment and experlonse, if wa resnoat hia 

right anc challenge his posponsibility, we may be on our 

way 6O 2ulPLil mankind's most ardent hope: a mature soclety 

governed by windome"3 

Yer should nover "petive", "She parson who suddenly 

ateps the Lifelong habit and roubine of his daily osenpation 

frequontiy faces shovk and tragedye Enoblonally his life 

bacones oupty, and physleally he has to adapt to the strains 

of idlonesse"* Old folka showld be encouraged to work as 

long as possivle before exntoring on Old Folks Home, and 

these Hones should na Limited to those who cannot wort.5 

von in aducational cirelas the arbitrary rula 
of rotivenent from university teaching at the 
age of sixtyeflve, followed perhaps by 9 Loag - 
life hedged by traditional limitations, wli2 
have to go, and atrange 16 seems thet nis has 

not alyoady been accaaplished since Inmanuel 
Kant, in Pighting this sullng so many yoars ago, 

ealled to mind the truth "shat a wan can be a 

Fook at any age". 

She idea off pensions acens to be Pimuly entrenched in 

  

Ln} 
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4rowbin S. Gumpert, "Fareed Hebirament No Paradise for 

Aged’, Ghe Ste Louie PosteDispatoh, (Movember 14, 1050), 
Pe BG, Gils Ze” 

Sp, He Katenkaup, "Froblems of Leisure Timea", Prococd= 

28 of the fwent tion of the Adsoccaved 
degs of tho Twonty-Ninth Annual Gonver Fe ay pe Uke 
iathnoran Charities (snversomns vans 
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Ss120n Je Harbin. and Glare da Gruchy, Salvaging 
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the winds of Amoriean peoples Trero will have. to be many 

revisions ln the varlous aystema of ponrsions offered. 

Pansion systens have thein Gisadvantages as well az theip 

bisasings.? Sinee old age 4s a relative term, “any syatom 
of universal ol age vensions must eventually adjust ite 

age qualifluations to whet the individual is gatenle of doe 

dng at each lovai"s® ono danger of too muah goverment cone 
trol of tha lite of the Individual must also be borne in 

minds 

ia Pap au technique is concerned, the individual must 

bo deslt with, not the growpe 

GLA poople must bo dealt with as individuals. Each 
of thom has hia needs, his desires, his capacity. 
Rhese vuah be taken Into agtounwt when a plan La made 
forv hime Hor ou ain and gonl 1s not meyoly to 
weovide food and shelter and elothing for our aged 
SLients, bub to onsble them to lead happy, useful 
rues sab Laying lives. And vo ean only hetp them 
bG Load sudh lives, 1f wo cease thinking of them 
aS 2 group who gan be herded Indlseriminately into 
Old People's Hanes and begin thinking of them as 
individuals, waose Raven poaetel, Bee ST cas 
gacaying romnantes of once n BL o> 
cities, but of tho ripened feults of queteeeene 
built by .experlanco and ennobled by faithe 
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Industry has a great tank hoforo Lt, to mend the errors 

46 made in former years with rogard to its aged Laborerse 

In this avea the church gan operate as an agonoy to encour. 

ago, to foster, and if neaossary, to prassure, industry in 

this divectlon, "Physiclana, persoanel manager, and others 

by utLiising what wo now imow about aging, might plan for the 

2ater desaias of a particulny employes in a manner wiich 

would wooult La important gains, not only to the euployese 

himgelt, bub to his f4m or factory™"20 

With the growing mumbey of aged, the flold of Public 

Welfare aise faces problems. If the prasent system 12 fole 

lowed, iia sation wlll. develop dato a "gigantia oldenge 

asylum” .12 

The aged, in years 69 eano, wAll goery & potentially 

gant pol.tienl voto, The first algas of this aro apparent 

alrendy in California, waere the great masa of old agg pen 

sion iawa, passed within racent years to attwact the aged 

voters, threatens to bankrupt the stato, The plan has 

operated in a violoud circle, Other aged, attracted to the 

state by its climate and by ita wany spacial provisions for 

she agod, have so swelled the roster of citizens, that the 

state in overburdencd with pension oomnitmontde Viowed in 

neem emenee 
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tha abstract, wo may look Pommpd to a nation whore the 

elders, who do uob work and produeg, vate the money of the 

younger Polk, who do work and produce for their own suppor’ 

and usde%" thers is a groator danger that “utopias” and 

Mdoalistie ausellovative programs” will be enacted into Lew 

to aptvact the vote of tho agede! gno movement in this — 

direction has ulroady beguie Host 01d Folks Homes wore 

solicited in the lasy olection to get theiy folks out to 

VOEG, Gees WeDg peavided to transport then to the polla.s 

ae would have to be quite ignorant of the motives of polie 

tics to believe that politisal parties would do this, solely 

%o enable the aged bo exevelsa tholy franchisee 

in 1u20, tho Neverend be Fe Bpaudes sald, "“Peyhnaps the 

bine will come when we shall bo able to maintala so-called 

Kest Homes in conjunction with our hones Yor tha aged and 

thus have a place in & Christian atmesphers for the aged 

bedepiddon ond the chronte Invalids,"24 That timo has 

arrived. Narging lgnea are springing up all over the countrys 

One such guurch Hewe hes baen established by the Imbherans 

in Ste Louise As time goes by, theve will probably be mance 
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Housing Gevolopmonts are inclining to the idea of acte 

ting asido certain sections for the aged, with nursing and 

cafetorin services! ag the aged become more affluent, through 
inersase& ponsicas, more such servloos will be offered theme 

One of the reasons why church Homes for the aged have 

been Less progrosaive than they might have been 1s the leck 

of trained lesderse46 ost of the superintendents are 

pastors, fililug a double job of superintendent and chaplains 

The Boarde aro made up of sueceasful businessmen, traincd iu 

the business of making moneys bub not in the business of the 

Gare of peoslc. Yet in theiy untrained hands rests the 

future of many people. 

Tne Lubupe of care for the aged is bright. John Dewoy 

WRots several years ago: 

ig Sgt, Het tian te anbioipice @ tine when 
organized administrative care of the aged wlll 
extond not only to ater facilities ee gs 

ae oe aera eo tial toms af modioal care, inciude 
ine pavnaps provisions for living in especially 

dongonial elimsten and special recreational facilig 

tleaet? 
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4 grout responsibility vests upon the church. 

Seience has added years to life. Tho church must 
assume Lin respoasibility and accept Léa oppore 
tunity to add life to the years, in the name of 
Jesus, WhO came to give life vo it more 
abuudently3 to help people grow old in grace and 
fovor with God and mans; to capture the potentialie 
ties of lator maturity for the enrichment of thelr 
own lives and for tho service in the Elngdon of God,l8 

The church can also let ita influence be folt in the 

outside worlidle 

Zt cnn do much through social sotion to remove 
rostyilotions and prejudices, and to encourage tho 
developaont of opportunities for omploynont, for 
recreation, and for adequate economic support for 
older DOO LO» Beyond this 1% can be active in 
changing the anki pacue abtltudes of our soslet 
toward older peacple by on appeal te the aomunle 
ty Gonacionce, based on knowledge both of ethics 
and oj older peoples It can help the comauniby 
Gone closer to the gooial affirmation of the value 
of older poopie as primarily poople and nob as 

_ Primarily oldore? 

“old age dogs not noed to mean sickness, Our old 

fashLloned concept of ratirament gnould be changede Wo must 

endow the procicus gifts of longer tine and botter health 

With better and newer purposes of living. This calla, ine 

deed, for the boldest and most adventurous educational exq 

periment which the huss mind has ever undertakene "20 
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Appandlz 4 

What 19 Charity? 

Charity is a torm whlch bas changed in meaning cover 

the conturies, Griginally 16 was equated with love, love 

in action. Tho most typical exwaple of thia love in action 

was the first Chplsbian churdhe Thera have beon occasional 

attempts over the centuries to return to this flrst love for 

Chelate 

Gna of tho basic axioms of charity is givinge <dne san~ 

not do charity without givinge Sut oharlty must he ore 

Sharply defined. than mero giving. Gharity 4s giving vithout 

hope, or von thoughts of returne Giving to gain prestige 

is not givinge Wor is giving to escape income tax. var 

should appeal for this type of giving be made by charitable 

dusiltubicnse 

& poculier situation exists within the church sodaye 

Those most in need of charity find the greatest difficulty 

in receiving it. It 1a easy to astablich rules for indivie 

dual chavitye It is not so easy to establish rules for, nor 

to define the limits of, organized charity e 

After the catablisimont of organized charity by the 

monks of the carly Middle Ages, the accumulation of funds 

his was not a very buslnesse 
Was acconplished by begginge 

put 16 accomplished its purpose.e 

it 
like way of doing things, 

if a particular monastery lacked any particulary itexss, 
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bogged unt 26 gob them, Zhte was charity on the lowest 
business Levels With the passage of time, the monasteries 

bogan to atcusulate property, and wlth property, wanlths — 

Bagging was pursued only as an ascetic Glaciplines. Tho 

monka ate well, lived in ooafort, 1f they wished, and care 

plod out thoiy vact system of charity with little foar for 
@ lack of money to supply the wants of all who sought aids 

iG seeas to ba €n almost universal prule that the 

accumulation ef money stifles the charity spirit. Thore : 

grow up a class of poople in uropa who were beneath the notice 

of the monks, They were too poor, too dirty, too uncouth, end 

too cdoriferous to bo welcome at the momastorys This condition 

wan dixoctiy responsible for tho organigation of the Gapue 

chins, who divected thelr efforts to help these unfortunates es 

“iia sane type of situation ie developing tadaye In 

addition, a reaction to the shoddy business nethodg. of tha 

church iz former years has led to the reorgenlzation of the 

methods of charitable institutions along strict business 

pelnoiples, 01d Folks Yonos are expected to balance thelr 

books, Some are even expsctod to return A surplus for oe 

pansion. Tiis attitude is due primarily to the mon Who corte 

prise the boards of these jnotitubiona., Successful in their 

own line of business, they seek to make a sugeass of the 

instloution, aos in terns of charity given, but in terms ot 

monetary roturne 
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Gity missions suifor fron tho same type of thinking. 

A city misaion by lts very nature cannot be expscted to give 

& voturn in money or in souls wone It is a rehabilitation 

meanse linen sn lndividual soul has been rehabilitated, 

physically ane spirltually, he leaves the eavivonment of 

the sium and moves to the.more desirable parts of the oitye 

t% is on alnosis universal complaint of city missionerics . 

thas they are nos allotted sufficient funds to do ths full 

amounts of work they would ilke to do with theiy underprivie 

leged pooples ; 

In the light of the history of chapity, this condition 

can be extended inte the future. The trond today is toward 

Caring for those of the middle classe The uppor class wil, 

uoither seek chavlty, nor need it. Middle class poople are 

nicer people bo deal with, ave Gleaner than lower class 

people, and can pay thet waye Hany 01d Folks Homes are cole 

templating a revision of their requirements for entrance in 

order to rr for these waco oan poy a monthly boards 

elther oui of savings, or by panaione Those who Witt Bother 

ave the poor, Thoy will either be forced to tako the re 

hants, or to go to the county poor houses 4 certain percene 

iL be taken inte (id Folke Homose 

yanonte This percentage will be 
tage of poor psople wi 

fais is a governmental requ 
ogpant ch 

the only vestige of charity left in the pr Ree 

in the care for the agnde
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the lustltutlong of the church for the care of the 

eged ure not equipped to care for the soniles, nor is there 

any prospest that they will be equipped in the noar future. 

Kost Old #olicg Homes ere wnderstaffed to handle these people 

for whom thoy ore auringe Fhe idea of uccepting sick ox mone 

tally sick ox mentally uasound old people is vigorously 

opposed by star? mewbers of Old Volks ilomes, not because of 

& lack of Ghristlan love, but because of the overburdened 

condition waich vrovalls in magi Homes, Theat a spacial mon= 

tal hospital should be ostablished for the sonile, apparently 

has not onbevad into the minds of any leaders in this flolde 

fhe rule of ening for those easlest to care for has 

boon followed, and will be followed, unfortunately, In 11 

too nary church insbituslons, This way leads to a mich 

more pleasant atmosphere in the Home, @ group of mare cane 

gonial people, and a good financial returns But it is not 

Rood charity. 

It fo taken for granted that Homes are nob run for the — 

purposs of personal financial veturne It is very difficult, 

sVon under the moss ideal olrounstancos to gain a suffielont 

return in contributions and entrance feeo to pay for operde 

And yat, fow charitable inatitutions have 

ho: rend has been in tha opposite divestione 

6 8 atated amount of 

tional expensose 

Zona hankeunts 

In fact, the state Hones, which receiv 

t financial difficulties. 
money for operation, have the graates 
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Shere 1a contemplation on the part of many superintone 

dents of extablishing conpanion Rest lignes, or Mursing “ozes 

for the chvroulenily ills These are not operated on a charde 

table basias The cost of nursing 1s too higne If thia 

Vhought mutericlises, and if this thought lends to others, 

With tho corresponding davelopment of more spectalized 

unltis, within the perled of a century, these Lnatitutions 

will have besome wealthy lendeomers, Tho government ole 

ready fears this, It remembers the countries of Europe 

which in times past were bled of their land, and its taxes, 

by the church, Already there is talk of texing the charities 

of the church, lost they Gry up the land revenve. This, toa, 

must he taken inte consideration, a6 the church considers 

expansion of ita Packlitiess 

That wiles mast be entablished to determine whon a 

chuvah in doing works of charity, and when 1% 2s operating 

Q business? Gersainly, the shurch cannot engage in profit 

making. It must yotoneile itself to tha thought that its 

chavities axe not to make money, and that by voluntary supe 

pors, 24 cust make up the deficit. That is a hasle princie 

ple of cherity as outlined by Unrist; charity is Givens not 

"that onan we do? “hat 
So0lde Tho question asked mist be, 

tmmat is the return?", as 13 80 
does the job vequire?”, nob 

often aslod when the problem of an 4ndividual applicant ie 

Thia is very idealistice 
presentad to a board of adnissionse 
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I ie based on the asaumviiion thet the indlvicusl membors 

of tho church are so concerned for the welfare of thelr 

Lollowadurisslana, though they may no’ mow them pexsonclly, 

thet they ack what 1s needed, inatesd of what it will cost 

theme Thore ave such Christians, move than anyone realizes 

Many of them apa concerned about the growing mercenary attle 

tude of the instliuplons of charltye 

Together with a reanalysis of the methods of caring 

foy the aged, 1% woald be voll to Introduce a xoatudy of tho 

Biblical pvinelplas of chavltye



Appondix 3 

fue Wpnity of the Individual 

one OL the basie principles of demooracy is the dignie 

ty of the individual, Probably denocracy Loarned this prine 

ciple from Chylatianitye Tho church must be very amch avare 

of tho nosessity of vespeoting the dignity of the individual 
dn ite work wlth hime tho Luthoran Chuych has heightoued 

its understanding of this torm ty the cmuhusis uron the 

pehesthood of all believers. It pluces the responsibility 

for an individualts relatlon to God upon hin. 

_ Unfortunately, this principle has nob been Poliowad so 

Closely iv charitable woke ‘Whis is partioularly true in 

the work with the agode Tho aged, if any, must be treated 

as individuala., ‘hey are highly individual personalities. 
fhein grunt baaklog of Individualized experiences make thom 

highly povsonalised. Yot, the church, seowlagly unaimre of 

this condition, ne instituted and porpohuased a typo of care 

for all Giese aged needing care, which least respects this 

Paots ; 

the iuatisusion, by ita very nature, camot give in- 

dividual cars. Ib must serve meals at a certain timoae All 

mst retires abows the sano timce ne nist walt on another, 

No matter how ideal the 

iclal lifes 

and walt bis tua whea needing holpe 

anvironnent, an institutional life ts an artif 
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Privacy is limited. Us who vsbels against the rules is 

Snoubordinate., Conformity means Llosa of individuality, 

eas of wesponsibillty, and loss of porsonalitye She svere 

age dmmste of an Old Polka Hone, after a peeidence of two 

oy tiueco yeers, Ig u very helplase ¢reatues wien left on 

his own on the arbsidae Ho has Lost his responsibility sand 

nasurance, Thmaigands of foara crowd down upon him, aa he 

abands, afvald to make a decision. Old Polka, as they make 

thoir annual “yoeation trips" back to visit the folks In the 

Old heno tewn, Pind themselves rotuming to an environment 

with which thoy formmexly worse eshle to cope, but whieh they 

find they no Longer san handle, because they heve lost thelr 

formiex ntcuvance ond selferolience. hoy usually retumn 

Siek.e ‘this is pavtly due to the over indalgence of rich 

foodie while awey Grom the carefully regulated diet of the 

Home, Bub 2s is algo due to the many nameless fears and une 

Cextainties whieh anke of tham tesparary nouvotlose 

fin raises an othieal questions Is thin the heat 

twaataens whieh the chuwch oan provide for them? Beyond 

question, the church dost not mean to harm thom. In 1s 

zon, Lt has given then the best of everythings Sut in gty= 

ing them the beat, it has pohhed them of theiz fltness to 

lead ow nomnal life, Is has robbed those of them wha ood 

wind 
have carptad on tholr normal life, of the opportunity for 

sonbinuad service in theiy hone cowmnitiye Ia this right? 
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leratafers the shurch has baen aontant to abide by 

_ the insuitutionnl nothod of sharlty to thea oxelaston of 

other "ethodse 25 hag sson the physiaal contontmont of 

ita pathonts daring the viaiting hours, and haa boan well 

antisfied. Sut it has not seen thea in the Lonely hours, 

the hours of trial and bittarness, the howe of which thoy 

aeldon apeank, oYon to the chaplain who vislis thome Most 

residents Like thelr Hoage Thoy anjay lts conforts, It is 

& wishor lifa thay thoy have evar knovyne “hon they fsel 

& inek and sn omphiness, thoy abtribute 16 te sama Incl on 

thelr park. They upheaid themaelvos for boing unthaniktule 

They never talk about La. But that emptiness, that pure 

posalessneas Ls atLll thera.e And no amount of occupations, 

therapy can take avay that useless feelings 

ALL poopie, Lf they live long enough, reach ‘a stage 

where they ase for all practiesl purposes uselesse Their - 

physlesi, end soutal vitality wanes to the extents that, no 

nabter how consecrated, ov devout, they cannot "do" any- 

thing. Yor them, the inetitusdion La the bent places 1 is 

not the best place for the activee 

soo, must be considered in the reeveluntion 

It is more a 
Gknis problez, 

of the church's prograa of care for the agode 

problom ef finance than of anything elsde An insbitutLonad 

type of charity de the cheapest type of charity thet cen be 

; = 
provideds A chuzeh body whieh bas searcely been sble Go 
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support Lia institutions will not soo chauge to a more 

expensive systom,e Hub 1G will outerxtain change if Lis 

authowities in the isla of care vor the aged aro surfloie 

enbly onliguiendd aad mothvated to campaign for such a changode 

They are tho nea wron whom the waaponsibiilty will roast to 

bring about the change. The aged Christians in our midst 

mush not be Looked upon as charhiy nationts, Thanks to 

gonseoraied Leadership of GLa Volks Mawes “Leld Representae 

Gives, they 29 longer have the stigaa of poverty absached 

$0 thoely cnveance to the Hanae It Ja bedoming moro auc more 

the nataral tuing to call wpon the Homo in the time of need 

in Old ugoe Perhaps, in like measure, these sag mea oan 

bring dhosh a ayhe of cara more angliorative ta the porcolle 

nlities of those old folke as they have brough’ 3% about for 

thode bolless Ab all soste, the digaity of the individual 

should be respoclete 
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Appendix 6 

Hzogesls of Scalealastes 12:107 

Shnla passage has never won wide renowm among Bible 

wonders, although 1t Ls probably ene of the most sublime 

treataenta of old ago, lis infivalties, and its final end 

in desth, his is probably due to the di¢ficulty of the 

dauguezece While the words thomsolves are simple, the pictures 

they portray are ao closely interwoven with dewlsh thought 

that 26 is very difficult to unravel and oxplain then to 

the westorn minds 

it is addpessed to a youth, or to youth In gonoral. 

"“Remembor now thy Upoater in the daya of thy youth,". This v 

passage has been translated ln a different fashion by 2 cere 

tain Frofessor Paul ieupte "Remmaber thy well (the wife and 
nother of thy chiidven) in the days of thy vigors" This 

translation Lowers the level and tone of the whole selection 

to one of evass sensuality, ubterly out of keeping with the — 

Quiet toma of the rost of the passages 

"When the evil daya somo not, nor the years craw nt ers 

When thou shalé say, I have no plessure in thomg"e Those 

Words ploture the inception of old agoe ‘There ig a gradual 

s did he begins 

the youth who 

Withdrawal from pleasure in lifes As man grow 

to dread the next day and its problens, eee 
S8n scarcely walt for the day to pe up and active agnine 
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"While the sun, op tho light, or the moon, or the stars, 

be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rains", 

Thie passage may be intoyprotved: 4n various wayse Some think 

of 26 a8 a desoription of the various stages of 1ife. The 

sun is the time of childhoode Tho moon is tho time of boy- 

hood and early manhoodle Tha stars are the sporadic pleasures 

of adulthood, and the vain and the clouds are old age. For 

the old man all pleasures aro hidden by the cloud of his ine 

firmities, Tho paseage may be interproted more simply to 

menu that the old man no Longor can seo the wonders of 

nature about hime Hie pleasures are fraught with pain, and 

nothing in of lesting pleasure, iHaln freshons nature, but 

for the aged, the clouwls voturn after the rain, so that there 

ig only momontaxy refroshaente 

"tn the day when the keepers of the house shall trombis". 

®he keepers of tho house are tho handse ‘This may also be 

interpreted with a more general meaning. Strongéh, oven 

in the powerful, falters before onguing ag6s 

Wand the strong men shall, bow themselves," These are 

the bones of the skeletons The backbone is meant here in 

particular, It may also mean the legs. The back becones 

bewed and the lege bend under the wolght of yearse 
= : a 

"and the geinders cease because they are folly o 

chewing can be done 

the 

teeth, of course, are meant heros Little 

because the seoth aro fowe 
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“hud those that look out of the windows be darlrenod.” 

These sro the eyes, Thoy lool: out of the holes of the skull, 

but ave darkoned by the cataracts of ages 

“and the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the 

sound of tho grinding 1a low,» This passage is interpreted 

an Various wayse In keeping with the previous idea of grind} 

ing, this must moan that the lips are fallen in over tho 

toothicss guns, Loy the chewing of food has become less and 

dessa it san also be interpreted to refer to the pores af 

tha body waich da not secrete because little nowrlshent is 

being tnkon Lute the bodye The bowels also are Glosed, and 

the azed evacuate with diffleultye 

“and he shall vino up at the volee of the bird",. Tho 

aged cannot sleep well, and rises with the birds in the 

nmorninge 

Wand all the daughters of musiek shall be brought lows" 

The eave which enjoy musie and sound grow deafs ‘the tongue 

ho longer spanks elearlye Tho voleo te cracked and unmusicale 

"Also whon they shall be afraid of that which is high, 

and fears shail be in the way,"s Thia pleture needs no 

interpretations The aged are afraid of steps, and do nob 
Mike to walk very great distances. Svery step 1s accompae 

nied by foars of a misstep and a falle R 

Nand the almond treo shall flourieh,".» The almond tree 

of Palestine blosaome in tho midab of winter upon a leafe 

less stex, and its flowers, at fivet a pale pinky turn 8° 
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the whiteness of snow as they fall from the branche this, 

then, is a pleture of the snowy hady which is the crown of 

old agde 

‘And the grasshopper shalj. be a burden," Thala passage 

ig diffiewlt to explain, It may mean that the grasshopper 

dumpling, about vory actively, vexea the orippled old mane 

the grasshopper waa a ploture of a trouble. It may ba ape 

plied here as a niokneno for the old man by his chiidron 

who consider hin a burden and a peste 

“And desire shall feliz". The old man lets Loose of 

all carthiy attashadnss Zor “wan goeth to his long honag"e 

iia approaches his greve, which will be his reating place 

Por a Lone time. 

She weletives and professional mourners, sonsing 

approaching death, gather like vultures in tho streets, But 

the old men is not yet desde Hovering at the brink, thera 

are still the ailken cords of life to ba brokene 

"On ova bhe sliver cord ba loosed," This no doubt 

refers to she spinel cord or the thread of lifes He is let~ 

ting Loose of the cords of Ufo. "Or the golden bowl be 

broken,"» ‘hia is the brains It lapses lato unconseLoun~ 

Nease “ow the pitoner be broken ab the fountains": Fro- 

the pitcher, babiy the waber, hove impliod, ls the bloods 

then, Le the hearts It is aboxt to gease tte maskapnenss 
The whole machinory "Or the wheel be brokea ab the cistern". 
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of the body ams dewie The respiration baconea mora labored. 

Death is not fur aware 

And go the old man passes from ifs to denth. “Fnon 

shaii the dust veturn to the earth as it was: and tho spirit 

shall retuen unto God, wio gave ite" The body passes to ita 

finel resting plage to await tha resurrection, and the soul 

goes to Lis Maker, anticipating the rounion with the body in 

etormiltys 

Gompare this deserLptien of old age and its passing with 

that of Shakespéare in his pley, "As You Like 15" 

tact acene of seas thus ends this strange eventful 
histovy, in s childishness and mera oblivion 
Sans teeth, sans ayes, sand taste, sans everythinge
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