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H
By 1247, practloally all states had passed old
age pension lawey most of which wers passed op

amandad after the onactront gg the Faderal
S00inl Seourity Act of 1085,

ghudy particularly dirsoted 0 the noeds end problems
of the apged is of very recont datoo, In 1010 the teorm gerie
atrics wes colned by Ignats oo fascher, who also wrobe
the first textbook in the £i8ld in 1614 Mot unbil 1940
did tho UnlSod dtatoa Publle Health Sarvice croate & unit
on geronoloyy et
dupling Wopdd Wap I, when the need for mARPOVaD
Rocams uwpgant, thousands of oldor pooplo were called |
back iato the industrial, sorvice, and agplculbural
seoupations fron vhich they had bocn lately oxcluded,
Tnelyr reaponse and thelr productlvity were suazing.
Without romoval of oldep psople from the sholl on
wirloh Ghey had basn placed, sven tho war might have
legked longome®?
The present day proesonis many probloms in the flsld
of old .ng{:e Thoy will be discussed in & lator chapters
A% the present %ime both church and stete ave beginning ©o

aweken Ho theme It appssars ovident that old age is on the

vlse in poreentage of population both hors and abroad, and

will conbtinue to rize for ab least thirty mors yoars.

> o o Drosunt soclety in Hurcps and the Undted
Stetes 4s aow approaching o stabilized, even
poesibly & deoelining, bLotal population with a
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lorger oldey populatlion, both absolutely and
walatively, than any othor country in the
vordd haa overy Imowm hefloree In tho inlted
Statea with deopsaso of oirthepate and the
iinisations of Inmigwation {whloh lias baan
malinly of tha ;ycm'nf and vigo:-ow;f we now have
an wnprecedonied situntlone Over onc-third of
ths totel population will soon be over 18ty
vonrg of agee In 19680 tho nwuber of persons
over sixbyefive will be move then double thad
Baday 68

How the Unlbed Stabtes, 1lts Govornment, and its

churches, will solve thet problem belonge to the fuburse

S8goudry, ope Giiey Pe XXVIIo
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CHAPTER III
OLD AGE AND THI BIBLE

It is true that among the ancient Isreslites

there is no organized actual system of charity

or poor reliefs Yei even before the writing of

the ten commandments s8sic God's people wers

fully aware of thelr scclal responsibilitioes.l
It is trus that the .01ld Testament contalns no codified set
of laws dealing with the aged lebrews, And yet that spirit
which iz the outgrowth of the Fourth Comaandmont, and thab
attitude of optimizm towarci and desirs for old age is clear=

1y revealsd in the books
The Philology of Oid Age

The OLd Testament wrikers, referring to old age; use
the berms ]R!, which means old, old man, elder, the head
of the slaves, senlon, It implies power by virtus of
senioprity. Tho term 1s used with reference to the leadsrs
Of & town, ©gsp the town counoll, IL is also used to
uean the "oldest™ child of a family, This use of tho term
has also baen carried over to the English language. Iz the

014 Tesbament age and respect seem to be aynonymous, Old

g1 Huegli, "Tha Soclal Outlook of the
Luthergﬁcgmci{;'“ (86, f.outas ‘runpubl:!.sneu Bachelor's
Theais, Goneord{a Seminary, 1958); Pe Se
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age ovinces rospact from the youngor.s

The term most commonly wsed in the New Testament is
ﬂe‘;’r’r‘eas e As & noun it means elder or ft;refather. As
an adjective 1t means: advanced in age; or senlor, Among
the posteexilic Jews this term was used to wefer to the
Sanhedrin. Among the Christians the term is used as the
title of those who presided over the congregations.® It is
used in the book of Rovelation %o refer to ths hoavenly
Sanhedrin of 24 mombers at the throne of God.% Undoubtedly
the Now Testament concept is derdved from the Old Testamonia

Tho torm mpsfirgs , and the fominine form mgssfvs
a rolated word, 1s used In Philemon 9, many think, as a sube
stitute for the word "ambassador”.® and the term Tessfsds |
meaning age, dignity, right of the first-born, is also used
with vefersnce to the aged. The eldsrs of the churok in
apostollc times are always spoken of as possesaing dlgnity,

and ape oxhopted to'be dignified.® They hold offices of

2511heln Gesenius, Hobrdisches und Aramédisches Handwbre '
torbuch #ber das Alte Pestanent (1@ipsiyg: Vorlag VOh Fe Ge
We Vogel, 1515), DP. 202,

0£, Aots 11380, Tite 1:6, 2 Jamn 1, ghi. al,

4Ry, 4314, 103 5163 7:1l, 13; set. al.

SJo Henwy Thayor, A GroekeEnglish Lexicon of the
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loadershipy ond 8150 80XV n3 advisopse? Gndounsedly the
torn Yelder" and its office in the modsrn church &re dsrived
from the ourly Chrigbilaa ohupolie

The tera a;s'ng appaars onee !.n. the _HW Testamenb, 3in
John, chapher throe, verse fonr, whers lllcodemis says, “How
oan & man Lo Lorn whon he 1z old?¥ The pelated ncum,
r‘t"""'“"*- , Goours only in the Book of Acta, chapbor five,
verse bwentyeonse The Sannedria is reforred to as “and all
tho gouneil of eldewe of tho children of Israel®s® The towm
é"'e"’/ is common in ¢lassionl CGreeite It has o scuowhat oole
semptibls fiavor, due, no dowbs to the Orack attitude toward

old agee
ClLa Testament BExnmples of U1d Age

fossa is described at the tiwe of his death with the
words: “lds eyo was not dim, nor his natural force abateds"
Joshua led the Children of Iaracl into batile after thelr
forty yoars of wandering im tho wildorngas. This doas nob
geem surprising until it is diseovered that he was olghiye
five at tho time ¥ He 2ived to be ono bundrod and Lene

Job 18ved Lo bo one hundred and forty. His 0ld ags iz

.one of the blessinge listod by the author, which agoread GO

Tihayeor, ope 8lboy Pe B5Je
8Tbide, po 1146
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him afjer his bostedl

The TiToh ohapber of Genesis might well be salled
“The Chapber of Old Age"e The liat of the patriarchs and
i-.heir phencmonal ages appear in that shaptore. Odubastanding
amontg thom is Hothuselah with his nine hundred and sixtye
nine yoarsert :

Ths ocutstending example in the How Teabament is Anan
the Prophetoss, of whom it is stated that “she was of &
gront age 8

It mass notb be Ghought that the writers of the 0id
Tostament glossed over the avtendant wealmesses and infirmie
ties of old ago. In particular throe chavactarlssics arve
monbioneds feoblaness,t® gray heiry24 and dimness of

Vigloneld
Kevorance for Old Age

Tho Poupbh Commenduent gerves as the basis for the

roverence fop porconts, end mord broadly, for all elders,

1050u 22:16.
Wgons 534, 8, 11, 1¢, 17, 20, 27, 513 0:80) 1l:lls 2637
120 2386e

15T Xings lsly Pue 7l:Gp Hooe 181853 Zoche 3té;
ligho 113816 1
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partloniarly the agods Hotisa that the promise attaghod Lo
thip cormandment is & loag 1480416 Proverbs S84t22 vevises
this sommandnont and applies 4t to agsd peventss "Hearkon
unto thy fathor that begat theo, and despise not thy mother
when sho is olde" liote that the fatherta advice i3 to be
hosdad aven though ho o an 0ld wehe

Theps ls an ilntoresting Loush of human insewest in the
boocir of Jobhe Throe frionds coms to Job t0 comfori him in
his affiiction, The last of theso to apoal Ls Elihw, She
Pusites He Pesrs to apeak before the two friends bocause
thoy are 524 and he ls yooager! lis natural revercass fop
tholes sags advice prevents him from disagreeing with their
opinlons andé presenting hls oune '

Lovisicus ohabes a8 a genoral camandnent that tho
Ghﬂ.lcl-m;ra of Lapeel should honor the sged, Thoy should arise
in their prossnce end honop thomed® The ewphasis is upon
shoring axprossions. of honore

Poul advises Timothy as & young pastor to show respoct
for the oldsr poople in his eongregatione When an aldsr
erva in his duby he ls not to bo "robuked," bub "ontroated”s

He should treat the older women as he woild his mobhorpel9

L65me B0s1Be

Wiob 4236s ofs Job 15:10
1810y, 16:88.
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Tne Ol Testament also pedords throe oscurrences of
dispoupent for Lhe sgede In the nama of bhe Lord Elisha
punighes the childvon of Hethel for thoir dlavospect, by
calling bears oub of the wood %o kill theme®™® Job came
plaina iu the nidst of hie afiliction of tho mockery of tho
childven of the rebble. ™ Jeremish camplains in his

Inmonbabions that "the faces of the oldors wers nob honorasd”

by the Asgyrians when they awopt thpough the land.Ss
Jid Age, & Tospopal Blessing of God

This is o common promisc of Qod, Lo bleas the Zaishiul
of iilg chilldven with long lifce ™o shall wall in all the
ways which the Lord your God hath conmanded you, o o o that
ye may prolopg youwe days in the land whioh yo shall posse
e8ss"5Y 1o Solomon God sald, "e o o 1f thou wilt walk in
Hy waya, o o e thon I will lengthen t}::.y dﬂys."% God suys
concarning the godly man, "With long lirfe will I satisly
hime"25 goncorning this passago the Pulpit Gommenbary seys,

B0yT Kings £:18%
“lyon 20311
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